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THE LATE KIK(V8 PARTIALITY TO HIS NA- 
TIVE DOMINIONS. 

f£W princes erer died at a moment more tkr 
voaTable to their popnlerity than George* 1 1, 
die apota and Uemiahet In his character seemed 
to ranish in the blaae of glory which had been re- 
flected on it by the late successes of his fleets and 
armies in erery goarter of the alobe. But these 
borrowed kplendonrs coold not long conceal the 
Iktal eifecu of his partiality to his nattre dominions, 
— a partiality, to which not only the blood and trea- 
sore, but the raloar, the rlrtue end public spirit of 
the British nation had been repeatedly sacrificed. 
The aggrandizement of his darfing electorate, and 
the support of all his schemes for preserving an 
imaginary balance between the continental powers, 
whatever might be the expense to England, were 
the only conditions, on which any ministry conid 
obtain his £ivonr, or secure their own contmoance 
in ofioe. As none were admitted Into his confi- 
dence but on these terms, so none were dismissed 
but from their inability to-fnlftl such engagements. 
Every diange of his servants was therefore a fredi 
wound inflicted on the real interests of his cotmtry. 
TiM fre^pient shifting of power through snch a va- 
ried of hands, and from motives so inconsastent 
with liberal policy, was productive of another evil : 
it scattered the seeds w disunion. Jealousy, and 
hatred among all the great fomilies otthe kingdom ; 
and prepared for ^ succeeding prinoe a series of 
struggles with the intrigues of party, and the tur- 
bulence of domestic factions, a thousand times more 
vexations than any combination of foreign enemies. 

ACCESSION OF GEOKGE III. 

TBI deatih of the late king having been notified in 
form to the heir apparent, who was then afKew, 
he immediately repaired to Carleton House, to 
meet the privy oeimeil, on the twenty ^second of Oc- 



tober. Assoenastfavmenibenhadtaiom theew- 
tomary oaths of fidelity to their new eeveteign, he 
ezpreased Us deep sense of die lees e u e taine d by 
the nation, and of his own insufifeiency to support, 
as be wlebed, 'the load which fsD upon him at so 
eritieal and mexpeoted a Juncture: **But,'' said 
he, ** animated by the tenderest aflnBction for my 
native eonntrv, and depending upon Um advice, ex- 
perience, and abilities of your lordddps, on the 
support of every honest man, I enter with dMOr* 
fsfaiees into this arduous situation, and shall make 
it the business of my life to promote la every thing 
the glory and happmess of tliese Ungdems, to pre- 
serf e and strengthen the conetitntion in both church 
and state; and, as I mount die throne In the midhrt of 
an expensive, but Just and necessary war, I shall 
endeavour to prosecute it in the manner the most 
likely to bring on an honourable and lasting peace, 
in concert widi my allies.'' lliis deehuaaai was 
ordered to bemade pnbHe, at the reqaest of all the 
members pr e sent. They also witnessed two instra- 
r ments of an oath relattng to the seeurlty of the 
ehurdi of Scotland, which was taken andsdbeeribed 
by hismi^jesty on dds ooeaslon, as Ae lawreqnlred* 
Next morning his majesty was proclaimed wMh 
tte usual soleuinldea ; and, the foflowingdur, bar- 
ing added the duke of York, and the eari ef Bute to 
his privy etNAcil, he drtered the porilament to be 
prorogued to the eighteenth of November. During 
me interva], the ddef ob^ta diat engaaed the pub- 
lie attention were the equipment of a lariy squad- 
ron of men of war and trainsports at Peitsmouth, 
widi the embarkation of a formidable traia of ar- 
tillery, all announcing some important enterprise ; 



and the preparations making for the faneraf obee- 

anies or the late king, which were performed ea 
le nindi, tenth, and eleveadi of November wflk 
beecmiing magnificence. The testimonies of Joy for 
the acoe«slou of his grandson, in which aH ranks of 
men vied with each other, eertainly enMressed the 
scntfmeata of their hearti. Ihe grtat body of th« 
B 
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people conld not but be delighted to see the throne 
at longih fined by a prince wbo was bom and bred 
among them ; — ^who was acquainted with their lan- 
guage and manners, with their laws and constita- 
tion ;— ^hose prejudices, if he had any, must be in 
fa^oar of his native land, and most of course ex- 
clude aU idea of that fatal predilection for Germany, 
which, in the two preceding reigns, had proved so 
injurious to the peace and prosperity of firitain. 

HIS MAJESTY'S FIRST SPEECH TO BOTH 
HOUSES OF PARLIAMENT. 

On tiie day, to which the meeting of parliament 
had been prorogued, the king went to the house of 
peers and opened the sessions with a speech, in 
which, besides the obvious and usual topics, his 
majesty thus expressed his personal sentimenta at 
bis accession, and announced the principles of his 
future government. 

** Bom and educated in this country, I ^ory in 
the name of Briton ; and the peculiar happmess of 
my life will ever consist in promoting the welfare 
of a people, whose loyalty and warm affection to 
me, I consider as the greatest and m(wt permanent 
security of my throne ; and I doubt not, but their 
steadiness In those principles will equiyl the firm- 
ness of my invariable resolution to adhere to, and 
strengthen this excellent constitution In church and 
state; and to tpaintain the toleration inviolable. 
The civil and religious rights of my loving subjects 
are equally dear to me with the most valuable pre- 
,rogativea of my crown ; and, as the surest founda- 
'tion of the whole, and the best means to draw down 
the divine favour on my reign, it is my fixed pur- 
pose to countenance and encourage the practice of 
true religion and virtue. 

" Happier still should I hare been, had I found 
my hingdoms, whose true interest I have entirely 
at heart, in full peace : but since the ambition, in- 
jurious encroachments, and dangerous designs of 
my enemies, rendered the war both just and neces- 
sary, and the generous overture, made last winter, 
towards a congress for a pacification has not yet 
produced any suitable return, I am determined, 
with your cheerful and powerful assistance, to pro- 
secute this war with vigour, in order to that desir- 
able object, a safe and honourable peace. For this 
purpotfe, it Is absolutely incumbent upon n« to be 
early prepared ; and I rely upon your zeal and 
hearty concurrence to support the kmg of Prussia, 
aoAthe rest of my allies, and to make ample pro- 
▼ision for carrying on the war, as tiie only means 
to bring our enemies to equitable terms of accommo- 
dation." 

This speech, which hb nugesty delivered with 
energy, grace and dignity, could not fail of confirm- 
ing all the former prepossessions of the people in 
his favour. Every noble, patriotic, and endearing 
sentiment, that it contained, produced a correspond- 
ing emotion in the breasts oi his hearers ; and the 
moment it Was published, the whole nation read it 
with eagerness and rapture. The addresses of the 
lords and commons were dictated b^ ttiesame spirit, 
and were most heartily concurred in by every true 
lover of his country, by every man of sense and 
Tirtne in the kingdom. 

ADDRESS OF THE LORDS AND COMMONS. 

As soon as the king retired, after the delivery 
of a speech so well calculated to give general satis- 
faction, Uie members of both houses proceeded to 
take the oaths and to - comply with the forms pre- 
acribed by law at the first session of a new reign. 
The speech being then reported to the lords by the 
keeper of the great seal, and to the commons bv 
their speaker, addresses were drawn up and unani- 
mously agreed to, breathing as before intimated, 
the warmest spirit of duty and affection ; and replete 
with unequivocal testimonies of the most hearty 
concurrence in all bis majesty's sentiments and 
wishes. " Animated by that duty," said the lords, 
** which wo owe to your miyesty, and by our seal for 
tile honour and interest of these kingdoms, we give 
your miyesty the strongest assurances, that we will 
cheerfolly support yon in prosecuting the war; 
assist the king of Prussia, and the rest of your at, 
lies; and heartily concur in all such measures as 
shall be necessary for the defence of your maiesty 
and your dominions, and for the other national and 
impOTtant ends which you have so fuUy laid before 
US." The members of the lower house, wero still 



more explicit on the subject of effectoal ai^»porf. 
" We assure your majesty,** said they, " that your 
faithful commons, thoroughly sensible of this iii>. 
portant crisis, and desirous, with the divine assist- 
ance, to render your mi^e'ty's reign successful and 
glorious in war, happy and honourable in peace 
(the natural return of a grateful people to a gra 
clous and affectionate sovereign) wul concur in such 
measures as shall be requisite for the vigorous and 
effectual prosecution of the war ; and that we will 
cheerfully and speedily grant such supplies as shall 
bo found necessary for that purpose, and for the 
support of the king of Prussia, and the rest 
nutjest^lHllUes ; and that we will make 
adequaile provision for your migesty's civil' 
ment, as may be sufficient to maintain th( 
and dignity of your crown with all proper 
coming lustre." 



or 







SUPPLY VOTED. 

Such manifestations of love and attachment were 
answered by tho king in terms of the liveliest sen- 
sibility ; and his reply to the commons in particalar 
made such an impression on them, that, snsrirnd 
ing tiie usual orders and regulations at the begin- 
ning of every session, they agreed to a second ad- 
dress of thanks for the gracious manner in which 
the first had been received. The best proofs of their 
sinceritT were the liberality and despatch with 
which they provided for all the possible exigencies 
of the state. The commons, in a con^nittee of sup- 
ply, voted for the services of the ensuing year, 
nineteen millions, six hundred and six teen thousand 
one hundred and nineteen pounds, nineteen shil- 
lings and nine-pence three farthings. A detail of 
aU the different purposes, for which the several 
sums were specifically granted, would be todioos. 

ESTABLISHMENT OF THE CIVIL LIST. 

On the twenty-fifth of November, the chancellor 
of the exchequer, by his mcQesty's command, ac- 
quainted the house, " that bis majesty ever deairons 
of giving the most substantial proofs of his tender 
regard to the welfare a4hi8 people, was pleased to 
signify his consent, that whenever the house should 
enter upon the consideration of making provision 
for tho support of his household, and the honour and 
dignity of bis crown, such disposition might be made 
of his ma^iesty's interest in the hereditary revenuee 
of the crown, as might best conduce to the utility 
and satisfaction of the public." In consequence o^ 
this message the house came to a resolution on the 
next day, that tho said hereditary revenues be car- 
ried to, and mlide part of the aggregate fund ; and 
that, in lieu thereof, there should be granted to Us 
mai^ty such a reTcnne as should amount to the 
clear yearly sum of eight hundred thousand pounds 
to commence firom tiie demise of his late mi^esty, 
aad to t>e charged upon, and made payable out or 
the said aggregate fund. This resolution, or bar- 

Sin, was equally beneficial to the crown and' satis. 
:tory to the public ; for though the funds appro* 
priated to tho payment of the dvil list revenue^ 
which had been settied on the two preceding sore- 
reigns, ought to have produced a g^eat deal more 
than eight hundred thousand poondB a year, yet if 
appeared by the accounts lud before the house, 
that the receipts of his late majesty, during the 
thirty three years of his reign, had constantiy fUlen 
short of that sum (1). The burthen, therefore, lay 
heavy on the subject, while the proposed suj^ee 
were in reality withhdd, or dmnliished by tho 
frauds of the collectors. But by the* above plan the 
income of the crown became certain ; and the for- 
mer revenues being all carried to the aiggregate fuad^ 
tho people were relieved from tho most grievous ot 
all taxes, that of embenlement; 

SUPPLIES GRANTED FOR THE GERMAN 

CONFEDERACY.. 

Aptxb providing bv Tarious grants for die main* 
tenance of the British forces and seamen employed 
at home and abroad, the commons proceeded, ac- 
cording to their promise, to enable his mijesty to 
give the most effectual support to his German al» 
lies, by voting various sums for defraying the charges 
of the troops of Hanorer, WolfeabntUe, Saxe-Ootha, 
and count of Buckeburgh, actually employed afpunst 
the common enemy, in concert win tne kmg oi 
Prussia, for one year, to be issued in advance every 
two months ; the troope to be moemed by aa £ac> 
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eoiiimlM«ry, and tike eflbctlTe state thereof to 
be a«certaiQed by the signatiire uf the oommaoder 
ia chief of the said forces ; and for defraying the 
charge of the troops of the landgrave of Hesse Cas- 
sel in the pay of Great Britain, for one year ; in- 
cluding the annual snbiiidy,panaant to treaty ; and 
for defraying the charge of the troops of the reign- 
ing duke of Brunswick in the pay of Great Briton, 
for the serrice of the next campaign, together with 
the annual subsidy, pursuant to treaty ; and for the 
charge cft five battalions serving with his migestv's 
army i^^ Germany, with a corps of artillery ; auo 
bn, upon account, towards defraying the 
>f forage, bread-waggons, train of armlery, 
wood, straw, and other extraordinary 
and contingencies of his mio^^s com- 
ly, under the command of prince Ferdi- 
If to these sums we add the king of Prussia's 
annual subsidy of six hundred and seventy thou- 
sand pounds ; and two mLDious, upon a very mo- 
derate calculation, for keeping up an army of five 
and twenty thousand British troops in Westphalia, 
including the transport service, and other inciden- 
tal charges, with various deficiencies and extraor- 
dinary expenses which the commons were after- 
wards obhged to make good ; we shall find that the 
generosity of Great Britain to her continental allies 
cost her at least five millions annually.' 

No P^rt of this contribution was voted with more 
cheernilness than tiie subsidy to Pnusia. The news 
of the battle of Torgan had reached England just 
before the meeting; of parliament ; and the circum- 
stantial account and confirmation of that splendid 
victory, with which baron Coceii, the king of Prus- 
aSa's aid-de-camp, arrived a few davs after, did not 
fail to operate verv powerfully in his master's fa- 
Tonr. He was recaved by his miyesty at St James's 
in a most grad^^us manner. This single blow coun- 
terbalanced all the losses he had sustained during 
the campaign, jit made him master of all Saxony 
except Dresden. Laudohn abraptljir raised the 
aiege of Gosel, and evacuated Siiesia ; the Rus- 
sians abandoned the siege of Colberg, and fell back 
into Poland, while the Swedes were driven with 
great loss out of Western Pomerania. The annual 
treaty or convention between the courts of Great 
Britain and of Prussia was renewed on the twelfth of 
December ; and on the twenty-third of the same 
month the commons agreed to the resolution of the 
committee of supply,^ enable his m^estv to make 
good his engagement with the king of Prussia. 
The popularity of these proceedings, however, did 
not shield them from the censure of some very able 
political writers at that time. 

COMPENSATION TO NORTH AMERICANS. 

1701. Trk grant of three hundred thousand 
•pounds, voted by the commons on the twentieth of 
January, to enable his nuQesty to give a proper 
compensation to the respective provinces in North 
America for tlie expenses incurred by them in the 
levyiiag, clothina, and pay of their troops, though 
not more popular than the king of Prussia's sun- 
sidy, was certainly more unexceptionable. The 
states had acted with the utmost vigour and des- 
,patch in the raising and equipment of those troops; 
and tiie troops themselves, particularly the Yirgwi- 
ans, had displayed uncommon firmness and courage 
in several perilous situations ; and had, upon every 
occasion that offered, co-operated with the forces 
of the mother country in the most hearty and ef- 
fectual manner. 

BALLOT FOR MILITIA PRODUCnVE OF 
A RIOT AT HEXHAM.^ 

Tbi militia in the northern counties had already 
served the term of three years, prescrfl^ by law, 
it became requisite to ballot for a succession of men ; 
and the deputy-lieutenants and justices of the peace 
for the county of Northumberland accordingly met 
at Hexham on the ninth of March for tiiat purpose. 
The common people being determined to oppose the 
measure, which they looked up<m as an insupport- 
able giievanoe, assembled to the number ra five 
thousand, of both sexes, and of all ages, some of 
fbem armed with bludgeons, and others with pikes 
and firelocks. The justice, had procured a batta- 
lion of the Yorkshire militia for their guard, and 
these were drawn up in the market-place. The 
Biob, being reinforced by a large body of pitmen 
from the ooIUeries, ridiculed tiie menace, assaulted 



the troop, and shot an endan deckd, and two of the 

f Private men. The militia, thus exasperated, poured 
u upon tiiem a regular discharge, by which forty- 
five of the populace were killed upon the spot, and 
three hundred miserably wouniled. One of the 
ringleaders was taken up, tried, and executed for 
an example. 

One of the articles, fixed upon by tiie committee of 
ways and means for raising the before mentioned 
supplies, seemed to threaten a more danger- 
ous commotion in the capital tihan that which the 
renewal of the militia had excited in a different 
county. 

. LOAN OF TWELVE MILLIONS. 

Thb principai.expedient was a loan of twelve 
millions, the raterest of which was to be paid by 
an additional duty of three shlUiugs per barrel on 
all strong beer, or ale, the sinking fond being a col- 
lateral security. 

This tax, in addition to the former duties of ex- 
cise on beer, excited a great outcry among the 
lower classes of people. 

NEW ACT OP INSOLVENCY. 
P BTIT I o N 8 in favour uf confined debtors had of late 
been presented to the house with the fullest confi- 
dence in its kind and compassionate regard. The 
hopes of the applicants were greatiy encouraged by 
the accession and character of the new sovereign. 
lliey had also, at this juncture, other strong claims 
to tiie consideration of the legislature : all the 
prisons in the kingdom were crowded, and many 
thousands of valuable sulgects lost to society, at a 
time when the people were thinned by a consum- 
ing war, and when several manufactures were 
standing still, or totally abandoned for want of 
workmen. Tne commons were not inattentive to 
remonstrances so well supported by humanity and 
policy. A bill was brought in, and soon passed 
into an act for the relief of such unfortunate cap- 
tives, and containing a clause framed with a view 
to perpetual, but weU-regnlated indulgence. By i^ 
any creditor might compel a prisoner, charged in 
execution, to appear at the quarter-sessions with 
the copy of his detainer, and to deliver upon oath, 
a just schedule of his estate. After producing and 
subscribing the schedule, he was to be discharged ; 
but, if he refused to do so, or concealed to the valno 
of twenty pounds, he was to suffer as a felon. This 
clause seemed likely to be productive of the best 
effects : it was designed to operate as a penal 
check on persons of a different description, who 
night be inclined to continue in prison and to spend 
their substance there, rather than give up their 
property for the satisfaction of their creditor8« But 
the laudable intentions of the legislature were de- 
feated, and its clemency abused oy flraud and col- 
lusion. Great ntunbers of people m all stations of 
life seised this opportunity of disencumbering them- 
selves of their debts. The alarm, in consequence, 
was so great, and personal credit received such a 
shock, tJ^t the common council of London instruct- 
' e(t their representatives in the new parliament to 
.use their best endeavours to procure the repeal of 
the compulsive clause, as a manifest grievance to 
the public 

INDEPENDENCY OF THE JUDGES. 

In the beginning of March the king proposed a 
step for securing the independeticy of the judges, 
which-was justly admired as an eminent proof of 
his mi\)esty's candour, moderation, and public 
spirit: Having gone to the house of lords to give 
his assent to some bQls theh ready, he commanded 
the attendance of the commons, and explained his 
purpose in the following manner : 
" My Lords and Gentiemen, 

" Upon granting new commissions to the Judgea, 
(he present state of their oflices fell naturuly un- 
der consideration. 

" In consequence of the act passed in the reign 
of my late glorions predecessor king William III. 
for settling the succession of the crown in my fo- 
nuly, their commissions have been made during 
theu good behaviour ; but, notwithstanding that 
wise provision, their offices have determined upon 
the demise of the crown, or at the expiration orsix 
months afterwards, in every instance of tiiat nature 
which has happened. 

*' 1 16ok upon the independeney a»d upiighteess 
of the judges of the land, as essential to the impar- 
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tial AdaWslntioB of joitioe ; m one of die beit 
«iiiitiet totfae li^bte «Bd UbertJafl of my Roving sub* 
jectii ; aad as most ouaAmmrn to the konour of the 
eromi : awl I oome nov to xecommend this intai^ 
eating oloect to the oonakleralioa of pariiaaient^ in 
•rder Utit eoeh farther moTiiion may be made for 
securing the judges in ue enjoyment of &eir of- 
floea, daring their good btfiaviinir, notwithstanding 
any audi demlae» aa shall be most expedient. 
" Gentkaaan of the House of Conunons, 

" I must desire of yon, in particular, that I may 
be enabled to gvant, and estohlish upontiie Judges 
such salaries as I shall think proper, so as to be 
absolutely secored to them, durmg the continuance 
of their oemmissiQas.'' 

This speech was reeeired with the applause due 
to snob a declaration. The commons, to whom he 
particularW addressed himself on the oc* 
lodged dieir moat gratefol sense of 



Us auuesty's attention to an object so interesting 
to his people : tiiey assured him, ttat his lUthfol 
comauma aaw with joy and veneration the warm 
regard and concern, which animated Us reyal 
breast, for the secnri^ of the religion, laws, liber- 
tiea, and propertias <« his sut^ects ; ibat ttie house 
would immediaiely proceed ,upon the important 
work, recommended oy his nuoesty with twsh ten- 
der care of his people ; and would enable him to 
establish the salaries of tiie judges in such a per- 
manent manner, that they might be enjoyed during 
Che continuance of their commissions. These as- 
furances were converted into so many resolutioos 
of the house on the fifth of March, and became the 
basis of a law, by which the independency of the 
bench was better secured. 

THE 8PBAKEE RETIRES. 

TBI commons concluded their proceedings witii 
eome rery flattering testimonies of their regard for 
Mr. Onslow, the speaker, who had signified his in- 
tention to resign tne chair, which he had filled dur- 
ing the course of abore thirty-three years,' in fire 
snccessiTe parliaments. 

The Ung closed the scene on the nineteenth of 
March with a speech to both houses in which hia 
majesty touched upon the farther jurogress of tiie 
war in Oermanv. where, as Ids majesty observed, 
the superior ability and indefatigable activity ox 
prince Ferdinand, and the spirit and ardour of the 
other officers and troops haa been surprisingly ex- 
erted, notwithstanding all the diflcnltiea aiiaing 
from the 



ADYANTA6BOUS POSITION OF THE 
FRENCH. 

At the close of flie last campaign, tile French con- 
tinned masters of tiie whole territory of Hesse, 
where they had amassed large stores, and strength- 
ened an the tenable places with additional Works. 
On tiieir left, they had driren the allies from the 
lower Rhine, and kept so considerable a body of 
troops there as to check any hostile eflort in tiiat 

Suarter. On Iheir right, haring forced prince I^r- 
inaud to raise the sfcge of Gottingen, they remain- 
ed in qcdet possession of that important fortress, 
while the eleBtorate of Hanover lay quite open to 
tiieir enterprises. Thus their cantonments preaent* 
ed the appearance of an immense crescent, the two 
•dranced points of which were at Gottingen and 
Wesael, and the body extended in Hesse : so that 
bein g pier fectiy well prorided with magaaines, and 
vnofasiiucBBd m all uie commonicattons necessary 
for their current subsbtence, witii strong places in 
their rear, and n» both their ilanks, thev seemed to 
hsTO notimig more to do, next campaign, than to 
advance thefr sereral posts in a manner to inclose 
the allied army, wUch, without some rignal success, 
would find iii^ afaaolntely incapable of maUng any 
•tand against them. 

PRINCE FERDINAND'S PLAN OF ATTACK. 

PBikCB FsKDiMAif D wss settslble of the Incon- 
▼enienees of bis own situation, and of the' adran- 
tases the enemy had over him. He therefore re- 
aelTed to strike the first blow ; and having, on the 
ninth of Februarr, assembled his forces at three 
dUbioat plaoes of rendeavous with all possible se- 
cieey, he ooramuriicated Us designs to ms generals 
iMKt4ay, and immediatdy began to carry tikem into 
execution. 

TheoflAtivofflMWBy waaled on by Us serMie 




Ughneas in powm : itnareked dfreoHyiala I 
and Bwde ita way towards Caasel. The right and 
left wings, or ratter detarhments, were each at a 
considerable distance ftom the aiaia body, but ao 
disposed that their separate efl^cts might folly ca»> 
cor in die general plan of operations. The heredi- 
tary prince eommanded on tiie right ; he poahed 
forward wi& ttie utmost expedition into the heart 
of the F^rendi quarters, leavmg the country of If reap, 
a littie to the east. General Spoiken, at the I 
of the third division of the forces on the Mt, 
orders to penetrate into lliarmgla, and to en 
voar, by a rapid and indicious moToment, 
the oommvaication of tiie French and Imi 
to open one for the alSes with the 
to cut oir all intercourse between the grand j. 
the enemy and their garrison at Gotoigen. 

FRITZLAR AND SEVERAL MAGAZINES 

TAKEN. 

Bt this sadden, extensive, and vigmoas atta^ 
tiie French were thrown into the utmost conster- 
nation. They retreated, or ratiier fled on every 
side. But, happily for them, they had very soiBt- 
dent means of securing their retreat, and such a 
number of garrisons as the allies coiUd not loare 
behind them in theit career, witlurat bdbg esqposed 
to the most imminent danger. Fritalar was the first 
place, on which the hereditary prince made an attack, 
with only a few battalions and musquetry, having 
been informed that he might easily surprise it. 
But he was deceived in his mtelligence : he found 
the garrison prepared and resoluib: after an assault; 
therefore, conducted witii his usual spirit, he was 
obliged to draw off witii no inconsiderable loss. 
Cannon and mortars, which the hereditary prinoe 
liad before neglected, were bron^t before Fntdar, 
and soon* obliged it to surrender. A large magap 
rine was 'found there. Some forts and castles in 
tiie neighbourhood were also reduced by the Mar- 
quis of Granby. The rictorious troops then con- 
nnued tiieir progress, and as they adranoed, tiie 
French gradually retired, abandtming post after 
post, tin they were nearly driven to tiie banks of 
the Maine. In their retreat, they set fira to their 
niagasines ; but the allies pursued with so much 
rapidity, tiiat they saved five capital stores, one of 
which contained eighty thousand sacks of meal* 
fifty thousand sacks of oats, and a million of rations 
of hay. a very small part of which had been destroy- 
ed. These acquisitions were of the utmost advan- 
tage : as it was almost impossible that the troopa 
could otherwise have been supplied with snbidst- 
once, and the horse with provender, in such a 
season, and at ao great a distance from their original 
quarters. 

Nothwithstanding the success of the allies In 
front, it was not there the grand ol^ect of their 
operations lay. Cassel, Gottingen, Marpurg. 
Ziegenhayn, and several smaller posts were stui 
unreduced at their ba<±s, and mlsht cut off their 
retreat, in case of any reverse of fortune. As soon 
therefore as l£e army, under the command of Mar- 
shal Brnglio, had been driren quito out of Hesse, 
and had retreated towards Frankfort on the Maine, 
prince Ferdinand ceased to advance, and made the 
best dispositions for tiie accomplishment of the 
other objects. The marqub of Granby, with s large 
body of troops, was ordered to Marpnrg, wUch the 
FVench abandoned at his approach. Jjiother de- 
tachment was sent off to the blockade of Ziegen> 
hayn : but this fortress holdout with great obsti- 
nacy. The siege of Cassel was cominitted to tlia 
count of lippe Schaumburgh, a sovereign prinoe of 
the empire, who was reputed to be one of &e ableat 
engineers in Europe, and whose former manage- 
ment of the artillery at Thomhausen had been a 
principal cause In me acquisition of that great rio- 
tory. Prince Ferdinand himself formed the part 
of tiie army wUch remained with Um, into a chain 
of cantonments, so as to watoh all the steps of mar- 
shal Brogue's army, and to cover theprogreas of 
the before mentioned operations. The siege of 
Cassel in particular attracted his notioe, and requir- 
ed his vtmost rigilanoe. Trendies were opened 
on the first of March ; and every effbrt of vigour 
and judflment called forth in an enterprise, on the 
success of which the whole fortune ot the campaign 
depended. 

Vli:i86ITDDSS OF THE CAMPAIGN. 
I jf th« vttft tioMi general Speiken iBd the troopa 
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iraderUt mnmimA, who bad takon their route to 
the left, en ttie ride of Sarony, adranced with an 
Intrepidity equal to the rest of the allied forcei. 
Haring been joined by a cone of Pnuatans, they 
attaeked the Saaona in one or their strongest poets 
on the Unstrut, and totally defeated them. A 

Ksat nomber were killed in the action : fire entire 
ttalions were made prisoners, and sereral pieces 
of cannon were taken, besides a large magasine, 
whioh the rented enemy had not time to destroy. 
This blow was well followed : one body of the oom- 
^ bined army pushed on to Ebemach and Gotha, 
^w hflst anoOier by forced marches got forward to 
flbdds : the French gaTe way on their right, and 
^■l army of the empire on the left, abandoning a 
^Vjby large trace of oonntry to tlieir ponaers. 
^och was the flattering posture of affldrs, as de- 
tailed in the last adrioes from Germany, when the 
king iM about to nut an end to th4) semions of par> 
Uamenft It was uierelbre rery natural for him to 

3»eak of it to both houses with some degree of 6k- 
tatidn. But this extraordinary course of pros- 
perity was not of lone continuance. The allies 
were Obliged to undertake too many enterprises at 
die same timfl^uid these too arduous for tne num- 
ber of which their army consisted. In proportion 
as general Sporken's victorious troops were carried 
ibrwardby thar actirity and snceesi, they leflt the 
countries on their rear more and more ezpoMd to 
tiie powerful garrison of Gotttngen. The coAt de 
Vaua, who commanded there, no sooner perceived 
tibat the allies were wholly mtent upon pushing 
the adnmtagse tiiey hod acquired, than he marched 
out with a strong detachment ; attaeked and routed 
a fianorerian oouToy ; fell upon the town of Da- 
deratadt wid& great rioleiiMBe: and after some 
checks, made himaelf master of that post and of tlie 
most considerable places near iL Be thus pre- 
vented general Sponen's corps from rMoming by 
the way they had adranced, and eren pat it out ot 
their j^wer to act separately from their main army, 
to which their joncoon soon alter became nece»> 
r on another account. 

tarahal BrogUo, towani the dose of tiie last 

»puign, had been obliged, by tiie bold projeeti of 

the hereditary prince, to detach from his amy in 

a large body to the lower BIdne. Be now 
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found it equally proper to recall this body, together 
widi further rnnforcements. In order to «**fa»*wm 
his ground in tiie country northward of the Maine, 
where he was closely pressed by the alHes, and 
which ho must be comp^ed shamefully to reUn- 
quish, if Gassel was not reliered in time. 

DEFBAT OF TBB BEREDITARY PRINCE. 

Bs advanced without delay. liie truops under 
tiie hereditary prince were, fktmi their situation, 
exposed to the first attack. This was made by the 
dragoons of the enemy, whose charge was so impe- 
tucus as instantiy to break the whole foot, conrist- 
ing of nine regiments, BanoToriana, Besrians, and 
Brunswickera. Two thonsatid prisoners, and se> 
▼oral trophies of victory feU into the hands of the 
Frenph ; though very few were kQled or wounded 
on eitiier side. The blow was dedsire. The allies 
could no longer think of maintaining their grounid. 
They broke up the block;^e of iSiegenhayn : raiapd 
the siege 4>f Cassel, after twenty-seven days opon 
trenches ; and evacuated the whole country of 
Besse, retiring behind the Dymel, and falling bai^ 
nearly to the quarten they possessed before tiiia- 
imdertaking. But, notwithstanding the failure of 
their expedition in other respects, wey accomplish- 
ed one very great and important purpoee in the de- 
atmctioa oraeiittie of so many of the prindpal ma- 
gadnes of tiie enemy. Bnch stores could not be 
quickly replaced; and tiie French, for want of 
them, were dkMiUad from taking the Add till &• 
and of /i 



PARLIAMENT DISSOLYED. 
in the moment of the most astonishing 



As it 
anocess that the king took notice of the operatioon 
of the allied anny, he abowed great wisdom and 
temper in adding, " that tiie only uae he propoaed 
to make of such victories, and of the important ac- 
quisitiona gained in various parts of the world, wan 
to aecure and promote the weUare of his king- 
doms, and to procure to them tiie blessings of peac« 
on safe and honourable conditions." 

With such sentiments, the king took his farewell 
of the parliament, which was immediatriy dis- 
sdved ; and writs were issued for the election of 



NOTE TO CHAPTER I. 



1 The dril list revenues for 
tiiose thirty-three years, and 
the sums granted at diffiBrcnt 



to make good defl- 
dendes, amount^ only to 
M,18S|M1 Awhich was UTfilQi, 



short of the 
tribution. 
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CHAPTER II. 



tee — Jp* 



(Hrcvmvtanees which led to the Provoial of a Congress at Ategshurg^Plausibie Bemtomsfor mrei 
setting on foot a distinct Negoeiation at London and Paris— Mr. Pitt wtfatfourable to a Peaee- 
cret intrigues of the French Ministry at the Court of Madrid-^VlJicuUies about the mutual retaining 
of Possessions— Survey of hostile operations during the Suspension of the Treatp— Expedition against 
Belteisle—The Negotiation resumed— Remarks on the two main Points of DispuU—Infiexibmtif of 
the English Secretary— Some Account of the Family compact— Candid Inqutries on which side the 

. chief blame lay—The Treaty finally broken off. 



PROPOSAL OP A CONGRESS AT AUGS- 
BURG. 

THE liberal aapplie* granted by parliament for 
the entiling campaign on tiie Contiuent, and 
for the Tigorotts prosecution of the war in general, 
astonished all Earope, and made the courts of Vien- 
na and Versailles sensible of the necessity of pro- 
posing terms of peace. They had slighted 'some 
orertttres made by the kings of Bogland and Pms- 
ala in tiie close of the year 1750 ; but the posture of 
aflhirs at that time rendered it -very evident that 
tiiose offers were dictated by a wish to kfiep up the 
show of moderation in the height of prosperity, and 
to reooncile the sul^ects of the fonner sovereign to 
what must then appear a necessary continuance of 
tile war, rather uan by a hope that ihe adverse 
parties would pay any serious regard to such pro- 
posals. As ttie advantages were almost wholly on 
the side of Great Britain, France could not then ex- 

Sect very fsTonrable terms for herself or her allies, 
he tfaemore looked forward to the issue of ano- 
ther campaign in Germany, to counterbalance her 
looses elsewhere, and to place her, at least, on a 
footing of honourable equality. In this, howerer, 
she met with some disappointnient. The success of 
the war prored so fluctuating, even where all her 
hopes lay, and where her utmost strength was ex- 
erted, that she at length began to relent, and appa- 
rently to desire peace in earnest. The other mem- 
bers of the grand aDiance could not decently, or 
■afely oppose these dispositions on the part of 
France, as she was nof only the prime mover, but 
the chief supporter of their hostile confederacy. 
The court of Sweden, in particular, was given to 
understand, that the diminnhed resources of France 
put it out of her power to furnish any longer the 
stipulated sub^dies, or to comply with the exact 
letter of her engagements. In consequence of diese, 
and other hints on tiie uncertainty of being at any 
future period in a better condition to treat than at 
present, the five parties to the war on that side 
made as many pacific declarations, which were 
signed at Paris on the twenty-sixth of March, and 
delivered at London on the thirty-first df the same 
month. .The counter-declaration of Great Britain 
and Prnsibia, expressing their cheesful acceptance 
vof the offer, appeared on the third of April ; and 
Augsburgh, an mdependent city in the circle of 
Suabia, was fixed upon as the most couTonieut 

1>lace for the proposed congress. Lord Egremont, 
ord Stormont^ at that tilne ambassador in Poland, 
and general Yorke, who acted in the same capacity 
at the Hague, were nominated as the English pleni- 
potentiaries : the count de Chobenl was app^ted 
on the part of Prance. Augsburg now became the 
centre of attention to aU Europe ; and each court 

£repared erery thing towards this important meet- 
ig which it could fumbh of ndendour fer the di»- 
play of its dindty; and of abibty for the support of 
Its interest. The thoughts and conversation of men 
were for a while diverted from scenes of horror, 
Uoodshed, and pillage ; and every mind was more 
agreeably employed on the public shows of magnifi. 
9« and the pctvale gUDe of policy, in which so 



many contending powers were brought into the 
cloaeit and most eager competition. 

REASON FOR A NEGOTIATION. - 

Ih order to lessen the intricacy of their futnra 
proceedings, it was unanmousl^ agreed, in tiie fiivt 
irface, that none should be admitted to the congress 
but Uie parties principally concerned, and their al- 
lies. But although this exclusion of the neutral 
states tended greatly to disembarrass and simplify 
the treaty, yet such was the variety of separate aud 
independent matters which still remained to be di»- 
cussed, that it became advisable to make a farther 
separation, with a view to an easier and more speedy 
a^ustment of their respecdve concerns. For this 
purpose it was necewary to reduce the causes of 
the different quarrels in so complicated a war. to 
their first priucipleff; and to disengage the several 
interests wliich originally, and in their own nature, 
had no connection, from that mass, in which mutual 
injuries and a common animosity nad blended and 
confounded them. The court of France therefore 
proposed to settle the American dispute by a dis- 
tinct negotiatioa at London and Paris, previously 
to the discusiion of the German afiTaus at Augs- 
burg. Nothing could aflbrd a stronger proof of the 
sincerity of her intentions : for it was very certain 
that, if matters could be satisfoctorffy accommodat- 
ed between her and Great Britain, and if they both 
should carry to die general congress the same can- 
dour and good faith, tiicdr influence must necessar- 
ily-tend'to inspire sentiments of moderation into 
the rest, and must contribute largely to accelerata 
the great work of pacification. 

MR. Pirr UNFAVOURABLE TO A PEACE. 
MiNiSTKBs were mutually sent from both courts ; 
Mr. Stanley on the part of England ; and Mr. Bussjy 
on that of France, llie former embarked for Calais 
on the twenty-fourth of May ; and the latter arriv- 
ed in London on the thirty-first of the same month. 
But unfortunately die plan and disposition of tiio 
treaty were much more easily a^ljusted dian the 
matter and the substance of it ; and it is also very 
probable that, the secret intrigues, or private views 
of both partiM, did not perfectly correspond with 
their public professions. 

Mr. Pitt, one of die British secretaries of slate, 
whose talents and popularity had enabled him, for 
the last three yean, to give the law in the council, 
felt that his influence there was likely to expire 
with the war. Notwithstanding the greatness of 
his mind and die dignity of his sentiments in many 
other respects, he was too much actuated by con- 
tempt and hatred of the French. But, ss he could 
not absolutely rcgect their fair proposal of a treaty, 
his aim was to obstruct its progress, and to renew 
the quarrel on such grounds as might flatter the 
pride of hu countrymen, and reconcile them to the 
prosecution of expensive measures, against which 
they now began to revolt. The posture of aflhin 
was singularly favourable to his wishes. England 
bad been every where victorious, except in Ger- 
many ; and he knew that the peojple, elated by a 
series of conquests, would not approve of much 
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•mdeieeanoii to an enemy, whonn they detested, 
a»d whom they considered m lying at their mercy. 
But it was erident that, withoat a sacrifice of some 
of tiie olgeets on which they had set their hearts, it 
wmdfl be impossible to p rocore any satisfactory 
terms lor their allies, whose afihirs were only not 
ndned in the struggle, and who had en that account 
a stronger claim to tlie generous attachment of 
Great Britain. Here, therefore, Mr. Pitt foresaw 
that he could fix the bar of honour, which was to 
impede and finally break off the treatv, if no other 
pretence ooeurred in the course of the negotia. 
tion. 

/iBlf^LICITY OF THB>BMNGH MDilSTRT. 

^AMca, on Iwr pert, was equally sensiUe, that 
she eoidd not e&pect a peace, withoat seme morti- 
lylng ooneessions. The osomeBt her particular con- 
cerns came to be separated from die general cause, 
she had erery disadvantage in the treaty, because 
she had surored aknost erery disaster in the war. 
The landgrariate of Uene, the county of Hannau, 
and the town of 6ottingen, were the only acquisi- 
tions nirliich she had to balance her immense losses 
throughout the* rest of the globe. She had reason 
to suppose,that the Spaniards could not behold wiOi 
indilierence the principal branch of the bouse of 
Bourbon huB^led and stripped of its American, pos- 
sessimie ; because such an event would in a manner 
leave their own colonies at the mercy of England. 
The late Idng of Spain, Ferdinand VI. had, indeed, 
refused to interfere in tliose disputes ; but his suc- 
cessor, Charles III. was more likely to take the 
alarm at the farther progress of the English ; and 
it was also probable, that every sacrifice or cession 
of American territory, which might be exacted from 
France in the course of the treaty, would prove a 
fresh incentive to the suspicioDs and jealousies of 
the Spanish monarch. Thus the cabmet of Ver- 
sailles had a double game to play, in supporting at 
Loudon the appearance of the most earnest desire 
of peace, and exerting at Madrid all the secret 
springs of political intrigue to continue and spread 
still wider the calamities of war. 

DIFFICULTIES ABOUT THE RETAINING OF 
POSSESSIONS. 

Such was the mixture of hostile and pacific sen- 
timents, of seeming candour and dark design, with 
which both parties entered upon the negotiation. 
The first prop(»sa] of tlie French minister was, *'4hat 
the two crowns shall remain in posse s sion of what 
they have conquered one from the other :" and as 
Prance had assuredly been the greatest loser, so 
unexpected an offer on her part appeared to cnrery 
dispassionate ' and unprejudiced member of the 
British cabinet, an Instance of singular moderation, 
if not hnmQity. But Mr. Pitt, who directed all 
things, did not treat it with that attention which 
its apparent fairness deserved. He barely acqui- 
esced in the general principle, while he took care 
to render that acquiescence nugatory by his oppo- 
sition to another article with which it was neces- 
sarily connected. As the war still oontinned, and 
might therefore make a daily alteration in the for- 
tune of the contracting powers, the French minis- 
ter had pfnposed, *'That toe situation, in which they 
shall stttkd at certain periods, shall be the position 
to serve as a basis for the treaty that is to be con- 
cluded between them." He named, for this pur- 
pose, the iirst of May in Europe, the ilrst of Jnlv in 
Africa and tbo West Indies, and the first of Sep- 
tember in the Bast Indies; observing, at the same 
* time, that as those periods might seem too near or 
too distant for the mterests of Great Britain, the 
court of VersaiUes was extremely willing to enter 
faito an explanation on that snl]>|ect. 

Pitfs answer was, *' that his Britannic miyesty 
woidd admit of no other epoch, but that or the 
signing of the peace." To this blunt declaration the 
court of Versailles replied, with that coolness and 
temper which ought to govern all such transactions, 
** That if not those, already named, at least some 
fixed periods, during the war, ought to be a^eed 
upon ; as the uti posHdeiit, or nmtual retainmg of 
possessions, cbuU not reasonably have reference 
only to the time of signing the treaty of peace : 
that if these difteidaies ooeved in the simplicity of 
a possessory artide, tfaeymost beiaereased tenfold 
upea evesy olMr,MdiPB«Ul coaMtbsneh a 



as to preclude all possiUlity of aegoltetien en Ihiaffi 
of so mtricate a nature as exchanges and eQuiva- 
lents." 

SURVEY OF HOSTILE OPERATIONS. 

Tbis dispute occasioned some delay, and afibrded 
the French ministry, if they had been so disposod, 
a decent pretext for breaking off the migeftialinii 
In the mean time haetilitaes wese every where car- 
ried on, ae if noenoh jM^otiationsnbsisted. But the 
distinguished by a few — 




In the East Indies verr Kttie reuuiaed to be at- 

of Pondielierry and 
which were gained about the 
The day before colonel Goote took pos- 
session of that fbrtress,the Mogid army was defeated 
by nu^or Carnac in the neighbourliDod of Guya. 
The hopes of the French in Bengal were compl^- 
ly blasted ; nor was fbrtune more Cavourable to them 
on the coast of Malabar. Thev still had a garrison 
at Milne, which, though of little consequence as a 
trading port, they had fortified at a vast expense, 
and mounted the works with above two hundred 
pieces of cannon. But it did not long hold out 
against the well-directed efforts of a body of forces 
sent from Bombay under Hector Monro, to whom 
Louet, the commander of the fort, surrendered i^ 
with all its dependencies, in the beginning t^ 
February. Count d'Estaigne was tlie only French 
adventurer in the east, who had effected any thing 
which might bofilaced in the opposite scale to those 
successes of the English. He began his career to- 
wards the close of the year 1759 ; and with only two 
ordinary frigates under bis command, he destroyed 
the fort of Bender-Abassi on the Persian gulf, and 
took two ft-igates of almost equal force to his own, 
besides three odier vessels belonging to the com- 
pany. Early in the succeeding year, the fort of 
Matal surrendered to him without any terms, znd 
he found two ships in tlie road. He then struck 
over to the island of Sumatra, where he soon reduc- 
ed Bencoden, TappanopoU, and fort Marlboroni^ ; 
which last, though in a good state of defence, was 
inglorionsly given up by the garrison, after they 
themselves had burned a rich cempuiy's ship that 
lay in the harbour. The count, however, did not 
gain so much reputation by these exploits, as he in- 
cuired disgrace from having engaged in them, con- 
trary to the most sacred laws of arms ; for ho was 
at the very time a prisoner upon parole. 

On the coast of Africa there were stiU fewer ob- 
jects to excite any. particular rigilance, or exertion. 
England had become mistress of all the Frendx forts 
and factories on the river Sen^jal, and had also 
taken the Island of Goree, valuable on account of 
its harbour, and its convenient situation, being 
within cannon shot of Cape Verd. She, therefore, 
had nothing more to do In that quarter than to pre- 
serve her former acquisitions. 

In America and the West Indies, ever since die 
taking of Guadalope, and the reduction of Canada, 
nothing had been attempted by land, except the 
queuing of the Cherokees, a very numerous and 
powerful Indian nation, who alike regardless ot 
past treaties and of past chastisement, had begun 
to renew their bart>arous ravages on tiie frontiers 
of South Carolina. 

The Jamaica and I«eeward island squadrons did 
not remain idle : rear-admiral Holmes, who had the 
command on the former station, planned some 
cruises with judgment and success. The squadron 
off the Leeward islands, under the direction of com- 
modore Sir James Douglas, was not less alert in 
scouring those seas of the Martinioo privateers; and 
had abo the merit of assisting in the conquest of 
Dominica, one of the islands called neutral, but 
which the French had fortified and settled. 

Those successes were, indeed, lug^y honourable 
to the small parties by whom they were obtain^ ; 
but they fell ar short of what mignt have been rea- 
sonably expected from the employment of a greater 
force in that part of the world wheee the enemy 
was most vulnerable. 

It has been before observed, that although tbe 
great purpose of the early and strenuous effort made 
by princeFerdinand was not fully answered, it never- 
theless jproduced a very considerable and useful ef- 
fect. Ine destruction of the French magiuines re- 
tarded their operations in such a manner, that tte 
gBsateet part of the aouth of June was ip«a^ te- 
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a oomUtioo 
to aol. Bat as moo as they had taken praper 
neaiurat for their sulMMtenoe, Munhal BrogHo aa- 
seaibled hu forces at Caasel, and mored towards the 
Dymal, in orddr to aflbct a janetion with another 
French army under the prince of Soubisey who was 
advancing on the side of MoBstsr. The lint hlow 
was struck by Marshal Broglio. He surprised a 
bady of troops oouunanded by geaaral Sporken. and 
▼ery adrantageoosly posted on theDyaM, in uont 
of tile allied anny. The Fnadb, took, upon tliis 
oooasion, eight hundred prisonea» nineteen pieces 
of xannon, four hundred hones, and upwards of a 
hundred and seventy waggons. The siae day, 
which was the tweBay4aina of June, they paasad 
Hm Dymsl; and while prince Ferdinand, as if dis- 
couraged by so sudden a dieck, foil back to the 
they made thsmsolTes aaasten of Wailrarg, 
igioborg, and Paderbom. The allies, however, 
i reoovered their spirit ;, and several parties, 
conducted by general Luclcner and otlisr able ofll- 
een, vndertook some bold and very distant enter* 
prises, attaekod die enemy where they were least 
upon their guard, routed their oonvoys, destroyed 
a great many of their magaainea, aiull canied off 
tfrnir prey, even from the gates of Cassel. Tfaebe 
toritanig skirmidies hastened the union of tlie 
French forces, and made th4an resolve on a general 
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hadgei, they ma rc b e d off in taleraUe eider, aaA 
were punned but a little way. Their lorn, however, 
amounted to noar five thousand men, inclBding tke 
regiment of Roage, which consisted of four ~ 
Uons, and waa entiielT taken with Its 
and cirioan by the sm^ battalion of . Mi 
well. The allies had no more than three 
dred killed, a thousand wounded, and about two 
hundred missing. In other respects, the victoiy 
would have been attended with little advantage, 
had the enemy oontinued to act in concert, and to 
avafl tiiemsetves of their great superiority in point 
of number. But their generals were said to be in- 
fluenced by motives of personal pique, and to haj 
mvtuaUy oiwarted eneh other's sAemes. 
least certain, tbat, after the action of Kirch-D( 
their amnes were j^^ffunitiwl during flie rest 
campaign. Ihe party vnder the prince of 
passed the Lippe^ and made dispoddons for _ 
siege of Munster; whilst manhal Brog^s fovoea 
turned off on the other ado, eroteedthe Weser, aa4 
threatened to foil aipon Haiiover. 

Prince Ferdhumd had not troops saflcient to faim 
two distinct anaies: but he ohoaa a central peoi- 
tien for his main body, and contented himaeif iritih 
sending ont such detachments as he could spare to 
tbe relief of any places Hat might be atteeked. 
Hie wisdom and vfieonr of Us measures prevented 
the enemy firom masiwg any important oonqneste, 
but could not guard so wide a seat of war agidnot 
their destructive ravages. A suooessful attack upon 
the French garrison at Donten, where ovens and 
other preparations had been made for tbe siege of 
Munstor, put an effectual stop to their project, and 
compelled the prince of Sonblae to retire from the 
Uppe. Bat as his formidable opponent, the here- 
ditary prince, was soon after called off to another 
quarter, the French oommander spread his armyaQ 
over Lower Westphalia, pillaging some towns, and 
sulnecting othen to ruxnous contributions. Mar- 
shal Bro^io wa< abo obliged to rdinqniah his de- 
sinis upon Hanover, in order to protect Hesse, 
where Ms chief subristence lay, and where some of 
the smaller magarines had heoi deetroyed by tibe 
incursions of the allied army. His brother tho 
Count de Broglio, and prince Xavier of Saxony, 
having made a forced march with a strong body of 
troops, took possession of Wolfonbnttle on the tentti 
of October, and then invested Brunswick : but at 
the approach of the hereditary prince, joined by 
genexml Lockner, they abandoned their enterprise* 
and evacuated WoUiBnbnttle witlt such predpitetioo 
ss to leave some of their cannon behind, and above 
five hundred men who were made prisonen. The 
season being now &r advanced, nothing more waa 
attempted by any part of the marahal's fotrces, ex- 
cept in the way of depredation, which was severely 
felt by the wretehed inhabitants of the country te 
the eastward of the Weser. The manhal faiqiself 
remained strongly encamped at Eimbec till tbe lie* 
ginning of November, when prince Ferdinand, by 
a varietv of bold and ikBfid mancewres, reduced 
him to the alternative of retreating* or coming to 
an engagement on equal terms, lie chose tbe 'for- 
mer, and marched with more booty than laurels 
into winter quartan in the neighbourhoodof Cassel. 
The forces of Soubise were distributed at Duasel- 
durjp and along the Lower Rhine. Tbe allies fixed 
then: cantonments at Hildenheim, Monster, Uaaae. 
len, and Eimbeck. The British cavalry wintered in 
East Frieshmd, and the mfontry in the bishopric of 
Osnaburgh. 

Though tbe issue of the campaign in Westphalii^ 
where the utmost efforts of the allies could bardy 
support a system of partial defence, affi>rded very 
little cause of triumph to the advocates for a Oer * 
man war; they must have been still more morta. 
fied at the disappofaitment of aU their hopes in the 
king of Prussia's enterprising genius. That inuie- 
tttOQs hem, as if fatigued by indecisive victories, 
seemed now to adt^ the cantion and slowness 
which had been so long opposed to his vivacity. 
This change of conduct on his part was, indeed^ 
rendered almost unavoidable j»y drcomstanoce. 
Count Daun with a povrerful army lay upon tne 
watch at Dresden, ready to seise the fint favour- 
able opportnnity of rocovering 8axony. It was 
therefore neceBsary that prince Henry, the kine's'- 
brother, should remain in nls intrenchments under 
Leipsic, to counteract the designs of so vigilant an 
enemy. The king himself was obliged to adopt a 
ky the dofcneis of the cooatry wlueh was full of] similar plan of defonstvipaeasttresby the alannisff 



The moment Prince Ferdinand was appcised of 
the intention of the enemy, he called in aU his do- 
taehmento, and made the most admirable dispooi. 
tion of his army. Tbe whole centre and the right 
wing were covered in front by die Saltsbacb, a 
smafi, but very deep river, wfaflb the flank was weU 
defended by rugoed, bushy, and almost impracti- 
cable ground. Ine other wing was posted un an 
istlnnus between two rivers, the left extremity 
leaning to ^e Lippe, by which it was perfectly 
secured, as the ri|^t was supported by the village 
of Kirch-Denkem, rituated immediately on the 
Aest. Hie marquis of Oranby had tiie oommand of 
this wing ; and as it protected a high road which 
formed me only communication with the adjacent 
c o u n try, and was also the most exposed in iront,so 
that it would probably be the otgect of tiie enemy^ 
most considerable efforte, the atrcngdi and flower of 
the army, with the greater part of the artillery, 
were placed there. But before aU these precautions 
could be taken, or the necessary arrangemente 
made, the. enemy, by a rapid motion in die evening 
of tbe fifteenth of July, came up to the manmis of 



Oran byl s paste, and attacked them widi great fory. 
Tbe British troops, though then mwnpported, with- 
stood for some boon the whole torrent of that impe- 
tuosity whadi distinguishes die onsete of the French. 
At last, general Wutgenau, according to die plan 
originally protected, got round widi a large rein- 
finvement to loid Granby's left, and attacking the 
enemy in flank, obliged them, after an obstinate 
vtmggle which continued till it waa quite dark, to 
take shelter in the woods behind them. By tbe 
next morning, prince Ferdinand's disposition of Us 
forces was perwcted ; and it was evuiait that the 
French, far from being dismayed by repulse, were 
prepared ftyr a more general, and still better sus- 
tained attack than the former. Manhal BrodUo 
led on their right wine against the left of tfaealBed 
army, which, as on ue evening before, was the 
pvin<^NJ object of tbe enemy: dieir centre and 
their left wing were commanded by the prince of 
Boubise, who had directed, but failed in the assault 
of the jiM'eceding day. The engagement began at 
three in the morning, and a severe •fire was con- 
tinued for upwards of five houn before the least 
effect could be perceived on either side. The weight 
of the conflict this day lay on general Wutgenau's 
omps, who supported it with a degree of bravery 
that rivaUed me firm and intrepid stand which had 
neen lately made by the British fisrces. About 
nine o'dodk, prince lerdinand receiving intimation 
that dm enemy were preparing to erect batteries 
on an eminence in tne ftont of the marquis of 
Oranby^ canqi, immediately ordered a body of 
troops to defeat their purpose. This service was 
performed widi so much vigour, that tbe enemy fcU 
mto confusion, and predpttatdy quitted the field. 
Their eentre and left, whrnh had not been able to 
pam die Saltsbacb, after a long and ineffectual can- 
, retired with the rest, and covered their 
t i so that flivoored by tUs circttmstance, and 
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ptogreM of ibe Riudans and AavtriwM in other 
Darts of Ms domlBioiis. The Rmmien army was dt* 
Tided- faito two ftnmc bodies, one of wUoh, oom- 
■aaaded by feneral Ronianaow,jpenetrated tiiroagk 
Pemerania, and laid siege to Oolberg: the other/ 



general Butteriin, marched into upper Sile- 
sia, where the Ung was stronsly potted ; and ad- 
▼aaoed towards Breilan. Landonn entered the same 
prorinoe on the opposite lide, with a Tlew of joining 
the Rosdans, in order to attack the king, or to take 
Breslan or Schweidnits in his presence. A re- 
insTkaMe drought in die beginning ai ttui season, 
n^Hb had gree^ lowered thfe Oder, facilitated the 
^nfHi|djanction. The Russians ■preadthonselTes 
oliv a the open coontry of Sileiia, and exacted 
hat¥j contribntions. A considerable party of tiiem 
appeared beltare Bredau, on the first of Angos^ and 
began to cannonade die town f mm teren batteries, 
fondohn eicerted the whole of his ikill to draw the 
king inaa his strong hold, and to engage hfan in a 
dbadrantageoas action : sometimes he adTanoed,a8 
if he meant to Join die Riusians : sometimes Mb 
motions indicated a design on Schweidnits: diese 
attempts failing, he tamed off, and maile a feint, 
as if he proposed to fall open lower Silesia, in 
hopes that he might at least oblige the king to di- 
vide his forces : bat all his stratagems prored for 
some time ineffectoal. The sagacious Frederic con- 
tinned immovealilo in his post, which protected 
Schweidnits ; and with regard to the lower parts of 
Silesia, lie had already filed the fortresses there 
with such garrisons as put tiiem out of the readi of 
any sodden insult. 

The king of Prussia was not equally ftee from 
alarm at the danger of Oolberg, the key of his 
northern possessions ; and thonn^ he had full em- 
ployment for aUhis forces nearer home^ he resolred 
to send a large detachment under general Platen to 
the relief of tliat Talnable city. The fertility of his 
genius proposed two ends from this sinf le e&pedi- 
enL He ordered Platen to direct his march through 
Poland, and to destroy the Russian magaalnes, 
which had been amassfid on the frontiers of that 
klaf;dom,and from which their army hi Silesia drew 
their whole subsistence. ' lUs service might, he 
hoped, be performed widiont any considerable in- 
terruption to the progress of the detacfament to- 
wards Oolberg. The event was so fSsr answerable 
to hu wishes. General Platen ruined throe prind- 
pal magazines of the eoemy, attacked a ^reat con- 
voy of ttieir waggons, five hundred of which ho de- 
stroyed, and having killed or made prisoners the 
greater part of four thousand men who defended 
diem, be pursued his march with the utmost dili- 
gence into Pomerania. The news of this blow 
struck the Russians iu Silesia with consternation : 
they immediately relinquished all the ubjects of 
their jmiciion with the Austrians : thdr main body 
repassed the Oder, and hurried back into Pdand, 
lest some more of their magaalnes diould share the 
same fate with the three above mentioned, and 
diehr future subsistence be therdiy rendered wholly 
precarious. 

Notwithstanding this gleam of good fortune the 
king of Prussia's difficulties were so multiplied, that 
his w^st schemes and happiest successes coold 
hardly answcnr anv other ond man to vary die scene 
of his distress. The storm which had been diverted 
from Silesia by general Platen's expedition, was 
only removed uience to be discliarged with irresis- 
tible 'friry on Colbcrg. The Bosttan anny which 
had retreated into Pdand, no sooner establldied its 
cmiToys, dian it directed its course towards Pome- 
rania, in order to co-operate with the other forces 
under, general Romanrow, and to wipe away, by a 
conquest 'of mnch greater importance, the disgrace 
of having failed at Breslan. As Butterlin was also 
master or landsberg, ho sent out several parties 
from thence, that cruelly wasted all die adUdning 
Marche of Brandenburgb, without dirertinff him- 
self by these ravages from his grand olgect. It was 
faapoMible for the kins to spare such a number of 
troops as could contend with the enemy in the fidd ; 
but be ordered general Knobleck to make die most 
rapid advances with another detachment, and hoped 
dut by the union of these several corns, ana by 
their intercepting, or at least retarding tne Russian 
convoys of provision, the place might be enabled to 
hold out, until the severe setting in of winter should 
render the op«>ratiun» of a siege impracticable. 

But while the king's attention was thus whoBy 
taken up in studying new methods for tlie relief of 



Oolberg, an event happened Just by him, and as it 
were, under Us eye, almost as distressing as the 
loss of thatplace, and so mnoh die more distressing 
as it was entirely nnstispected. After the retreat 
of the Russians out of Silesia, the king feeling some 
hioanvenience with respect toprovidonsin his camp 
near Schweidnits, ana concluding diat there was 
noddng to be dreaded ftrom the Austrians, now al- 
most mserted by their jpowerf d auxiliaries, ap- 
proached nearer to the Oder, for the sake of pro- 
curing supplies more easUy. He was so litde in 
fear of any nostile annoyaaoe, that, on mdUng this 
movement he drafted four thousand men from the 
garrison of Schweidnits: he dkoufht that the pre- 
parations necessary to a dege would give him suifi- 
dent notice and sufficient leisure to provide for th3 
safety of that place, fkom which, after aB, he had 
removed bat to a very smaS distance. Laudolm, 
who watdied the king widi a steady and penetrat. 
ing eye, did not let sap this sfangle instant ot oppor- 
timity. He fanned a plan of sudden attack on the 
uncovered fortress, and accomplished his purpose 
with a flidBty diat for exceeded Us most sanguine 
hopes. On the first of October at three in the 
morning, the troops sdected for this service made 
their approach widi so much precaation, under the 
fevour <rf a thick fog, diat they fixed their sealing 
ladders to all the four outwoiKs of the fortifications, 
before diey were percdved by the garrison, who 
scarce had time to fire a few cannon at the assail, 
ants. A short contest was, however, maintained 
with smaB arms, until a powder magadne in one of 
the outworks blew up, whidi killed very nearlhree 
hundred on each side. Hie Austrians, taking ad- 
vantage of the conf udon occasioifed by this acd- 
dent, rushed forward, and bursting open the gates, 
made themselves masters of the town before day- 
break, with only die loss of dMutsix hundred men, 
indnding diose who perished in the explodon. 
Lietitensnt-general Zastrow, the governor, and his 
whole garrison amounting to three thousand men, 
were made prisoners ; beddes a quantity of artfflery 
and a large magasine of meal, which added to the 
value of diis important capture. Tbe king of Prus- 
sia felt die blow to the quick. In the first agitaticms 
of his mind, he was disposed to attribute, die mis- 
fortune to treachery : but recovering his temper, 
he sent the following ones to die unfortunate gov- 
ernor : ** We may now say, what brands the firs^ 
of France said to his modier after the batde of 
Pavia, We have lost all exeevt mar hotumr. As I 
cannot comprehend what hath happened to 3rou, I 
shall suspend my Judgment ; the aflhir is very ex- 
traordinary." 

Schweidnits was lost suddenly ; but Oolberg made 
a Ions and noble defence. The Swedish and Rus- 
sian fleets blocked it up by sea, for several months, 
tin the boisterous season forced them to retire^ and 
afforded the garrison an opportunity of recdvmg a 
large supply of providons from Btetin. In the 
mean time die dege by land was pushed on with 
incredible perseverance ; and Romansow having 
reduced a fort that commanded the harbour, any re- 
petition of tho former sucooors was totally cut off. 
Still, however, the garrison and its brave com- 
munder, Heyde, seemed determined to hold out to 
the last extremity. Their effbrts were well second- 
ed by the prince of Wurtenburgh, who was strong- 
ly intrenched with six or seven thousand men un- 
oer the cannon of the town, and by general Platen 
who fbund means to Jofai him fan that post. But as 
there was soon a necesdty for revietualKng the gar- 
rison, at every risk. Platen quitted tho intrcnch- 
ments hi order to hasten and protect die arrivd of 
some convoys, which tbe numerous scouting parties 
of the Russians had hitherto kept at a distance. 
His spirited enterprise did not succeed : he had the 
misfortune to be met by an infinitely superior body 
of the enemy ; was beaten, and escaped with some 
loss and great difficulty to Stetin. Ceneral Knob- 
lock, whom the king had also sent to the relief of 
Colberg with a second detachment, proved still 
more unsuccessful. Having established himsdf at 
Treptow, which was to serve as a resting place to 
die convoys, he was attacked there, soon after 
Platen's defeat, by a force to which his numbers 
were so unequal, that with the utmost skill and in- 
trepidity he could only protract for five days the ul- 
timate necesdty of a surrender. After these dis- 
asters tbo prince of Wurteroburg became a)'pre- 
hendve lest his troops, by drlnying any longer un- 
der the walls of the town, would only share its fate, 
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or be driren bv famine into humiliating terms. Ho 
thereibro resolred, whikt hU men rettined their 
Tigour, to break throogh a part of the RtDuian ar- 
my, and leare a phice, which he could no longer 
defend, to make the beat capitulation ita circnm- 
•tances woidd admit. He effected bis purpose with 
inconsiderable loss ; but the garrison, now hopeless 
of relief, exhausted by fatigue, their proTision low, 
and the fortificadona in many places battered to 
pieces, surrendered to the Russians on the six- 
teenth of Deeember, after a peculiarly distressing 
aieae of near six months. 

The loss of two such places as Schw^dnitx and 
Colberg, at the two extremities of his dominions, 
were deoisivo ag^nst tiie king of Prpasia. The 
Austrians took up their winter-quarters in the for- 
mer and its neighoonrhood ; ana 'ttte king was fully 
sensible, that, whibt they held that place, he could 
maJce no motion for the relief of any other part of 
his dominions, without exposing Breslau and the 
whole of upper Silesia to certain and irrecoTenhle 
conquest. The Russians, on the other han^ by 
possessing Colberg, possessed almost erery things 
They were masters of the Baltic ; and they now ac- 
quhed a port, by which their armies could be well 
proTidod. without the necessity of tedious, uneei^ 
tain, and expensiTO conroys from Poland. The 
eastern parts of Pomerania afforded them good 
winter-cantonments ; and nothing but the adrauced 
season could save Stetin firom their immediate 
grasp, or obstruct their progress into the very heart 
of Brandenburg. Hans, after having suffered and 
inflicted so many dreadful calamities in the couise 
of fire years, Frederic bad no prospect before him 
bnt to perish in a flame of his own kindling ; and 
aU ^t he could reasonably expect was to giro it 
brilliancy -by sc*~ie act of neroism, as his absolute 
salration seemed fhr beyond the reach of any hu- 
ikian endeaTOurs. Such erents were also rery ill 
suited to the haughty tone of the Ktiglish minister 
in his negotiation wiUi France. But sereral actions 
happened at sea, between single sUps and small 
squadrons, greatly to the honour of the British flag ; 
and a naval armament, which had excited the 



with snoc 

The armament fitted out for this enterprise con- 
sisted of ten ships of the line under commodore 
Keppel, and near ten thousand land forces oom- 
maanded by miyor-Keneral Hodgson. They sailed 
from Spithead on the twenty-ninth of March, and 
came to anchor ha the great road of Belleisle, on 
the serenth of April. A descent was imn^ediate- 
lir attempted at three different places. Manor 
Pnrcel and captain Osborne, at the head of a 
party of grenadiers^ got on shore, and adyanced 
Ibr some tame with great intrepidity. But the ene- 
my, who had entrenched themselves on the hdghts, 
appeared suddenly aboye them, and poured in such 
a serere fire as threw them into confusion, axad in- 
timidated the rest of the troops from landing. The 
midor and captain were both xiUed : all their brare 
followers shared the same fate, or were made prb- 
oners. The flat-bottomed boats, and two large snips 
that couTOyed them to the landing-place, were 
obliged, in suite of their most rigorous efforts, to 
retire, with uae loss of five hundred men. / Some 
tempestuous weather, which immediately followed 
this ^t failure, prevented a second trial for scrr- 
eral days. At length the wind having abated, and 
the whole coast haying been diligcnUy examined, 
proper dispositions for landing were again made on 
the twenty-second t^ April, and succeeded. The 
troojps were rowed to yarious parts of the island, 
as if they intended to disembark in different places, 
so as to distract the attention and divide the forces 
of the enemy, whilst the men of war directed their 
Are with treiat Judgment and effect on the hills. 
These naanoruvres gave brigadier genersl Lambert, 
with a small detachment of grenadMrs and marines, 
an opportunity of cKrahing up a very steep rock 
without molestation. Here they directly formed 
themselves in good order ; and though attadked by 
superior numbers, they maintained their ground, 
till the whole corps, which had now ascended faa 
Uio same manner, arrived to their assistance, and 
repulsed the enemy* Tho landing of all the forces 
was made good in a short time after. In one ur 
two places the enemy seemed disposed to make a 
stand ; bnt a body of light hone, which was embark- 
ed in this toxpedation, soon drove them into Palais, 



the capital of the island. The siege of Valaia 
commenced with yigour ; and the garriaon, 
manded by tiao chevalier de St. Croix, a braye and 
experienced officer, threatened a lonf and obstinate 
defence. This was a place of extraordanary strength,, 
haying been built by the famous Vauban, who sup- 
plied by art what nature had left undone, to mak.e 
it almost impregnable ; and it was now defended 
by St. Croix with a show of the most desperate re- 
solution. Pwrallels were finished, barricadoes made, 
and batteries coiastructed ; and a continual fire from 
mortars and artillery was kept up on both aides, 
by night atad by day, firom the thirteenth of Mavto 



the twenty-^th, w&en that of the enemy benof^ 
abate. Bv the end of the month a breacVWMi 
made in me citadel ; and notwithstanding the faiiie- 
Iktigable industry of the garrison and the governor 
in repairing the damage, the fire of the besiegers 
incieased to such a degree, that a great part orHae 
deficoaces was ruined, and the breach renderedprac- 
ticable on the seventh of June. Then St. Croix, 
having no prospect of relief, and being apprehen- 
sive of a general assault, thought it prudent to ' 
capitulate. 

NEGOTIATIONS RESUMBD. 

Tnx taking of BeUeisIe, which was celebrated 
with bonfires, illnminataons, and every e xp re ssi on 
of tnmultnousjoT, contribnted greatly to elate tho 
pride of ^e fiagnsh populace, and was no small 
mortification to France. But the expedition having 
Ailed in its ultimate aim, which was to oblige the 
Ptench to weaken Haeir army in We8^h.Jia, in 
order to defbnd their own coasts, and by that meana 
to enable prince Ferdinand to strike some decasiye 
Uow ; Pitt condescended to name certain periods, 
to which the redprooal holding ef possessions shonld 
refer ; and the negotiation with France was re- 
sumed. 

The epochs named bytiae British minister ircre, 
the first of August for cnrope, the first of Septem- 
ber ibr Africa and America, and the first of No- 
Bast Indies. To these 



yember Ibr the East Indies. To these epochs 

^ _ n'anoe agreed, though relnctantfy, on account of 

highest hopes while ito destination remained a se^ 4 the nearness, as at this juncture she wished and 
crot, was prepared early in the spring, and crowned hoped to make some acqtusitions in Westphalia be- 
fore the close of the campaitfu, which might at least 
conntert>alance the loss of BeUeisIe. She ahM» 
agreed, that eyery thing settled between the two 
crowns, relative to their particular disputes, should 
be finidly conclusiye and obligatory, independent 
of ttae proceedings of the congress to be held at 
Augsburg : and she ikrther agreed, that the' defi- 
nitive treaty of peace between the two kingdoms, 
or preliminary articles to that purpose shonU be 
signed and ratified before the first of August. Fran^ 
even gave np tiie point of honour, and frankly made 
an ofler of what places she was willing to cede and 
exchange. Her first proposals came through tiae 
medium of Stanley; and alter some dimcultiee 
had been removed, and a few claims relinquished, 
Bussy delivered, on the twenty-third of July, a me- 
morial in form, containing a regular digest of the 
sacrifices aoquiesoed in, and the compensations re- 

auired bv the French ministry. Ilaelollowing wero 
lae chief articles of their concUiatixig plan. They 
proposed to cede and guarantee all Canada to Eng- 
lana, and to ascertaha the boundaries of tiaat pro. 
vince and Louisiana in such a manner as to pre- 
clude all possibility of any future dispute on the 
sul^ect. They oialy stipulated tiaat me free and 
public eaerdse of the Roman catholic relielon 
should be permitted tiaere,- and that such of tho 
old French colonists as chose to retire might havo 
leave to take away or dispose of their effects, an^ 
might be supplied by the English government with 
tiie means of conyeyance on the most reasonablv 
terms. In return fur this, they required a coiafirma- 
tion of their former privilege of fishing on the coast 
of Newfoundland, with the rostitntion of Cape Bra 
ton, as some harbour was necessary for carrying on 
that fishery to advantage ; but excluding themselyea 
from erecting any kind of fortification. They of- 
fered to exchange Bfinorca for Guadeloupe and 
Marigalante ; and that, with respect to the netitral 
inlands in the IVest Indies, two of them, namely 
Dominica and 6r. Vincent, wore to be held by the 
native Inhabitants the Caribbces, whfle France oc- 
cupied St. Lucia, and England took posseseioo oC 
Tobago. In the East Indies they had no equiva- 
lent to offer for the recovery of tbc English acqui. 
sitioias there ; but they proposed the treaty of on* 
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thoiiwmd Mren bn&drod and fifty fire, betweea the 
Siear Godebon and goTemor Sannders, aa a baaia 
for the re-estabUflhxnent of peace in Asia. On the 
side of Africa, they required the s^tftlement at Sena- 
gal, or the iafe of Goree to be given up by England ; 
lor whichf together with die restoration of BcJleislc, 
they consented to evacuate Gottingen, Hesse, and 
Hanau ; but these evacuations were to be preceded 
by a cessation of hostilities between the two crowns, 
and a positiTo engagement that their annies in Ger- 
many should observe an exact neutrality not afford- 
ing the least asa'stance, nor giving the least oAence 
to the allies of either party. 

• r MAIN POINTS OP DISPUTE. 

So far the advances of the French ministry had a 
Tery plausible and even captXTatmg appearance : 
but they strictly adhered in their memorial to two 
points, which had been already the cause of much 
oybpute with the negotiators at both courts. The 
one was an absolute refusal on the part of France 
fi> give up Wesel and Gueldrts, which she had con- 
quered from the king of Prussia, in the name of the 
eupross-qiteen, whose consent to a separate peace 
between France and England had been obtained 
only under two c<mditions, first, that the empress 
ahoiuld keep poMesalon of the countries belonging 
to the king of Prussia, and secondly, that Eni^nd 
ahonid not aAird him any succour (1). The other 
article was a demand very strongly urged for bar- 
ing all the captures restored, which had been made 
England, previous to the declaration of war. 

le aiiuments for and against this claim may be 
nsed up in a lew words. It was said, on the one 
tiiat the practioe of declaring war had been 
established by the law of nations, to make sulnects 
acquainted with the quarrels of their soTerewns, 
and to give them a fair warning to tak.e care of £eir 
persons andafTects ; that, in tte late Instance, the 
merchants of France reposing themselTes en tho 
Ctith af treaties, and ignorant of the liaeta oar ehwam- 
stances wUoh led to a rupture baCween tiia two 
kingdovas, had been pluodared wiUMmt the least re- 
gard to equity or honow ; and that eren supposing 
any improper encroaehments to haTel>eenniadoett 
the back of the BngHsh caloniea ia America, tte 
aggression ought first to be oomplaiaed of, and a 
reparation of the injury peremj^torihr iosasted upon, 
as nothing but an absoluCa deual of redress, and a 
poblic vpeal to dw sword could justify the oom- 
mnncament of hostilities. To this it waa replied, 
that when a nation is insidiously robbed of her right, 
abe has a nataral claim lo hntant retaliation ; tiiat 
a IhitUess aasaashi is not eotitled by any law to the 
fisrmalities of a challenge; and that the alaming 
etsps taken by the French fan America to gain 
sronad on the RngliA colonies, and the prmara- 
ikiag at Iwme to send out rest bo^es of 
to sopport and extend such encroachments, 
Uie moat sdlemn assurances of amicable in 
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foundations, not to be shakenby the eonteated in- 
terests of a third power, the king of Spain might be 
invited to guarantee the treaty between the two 
crowns; and farther pro^iosing, with Uie consent 

J^al, or tbe isle of {}Qtee to be given up by ISngland ; and communication of his Catholic miuesty, that 
or which. toKCther with tbe restoration of BcJleislc. three subjects of dispute which subsisted between 

England and Spain, and which might produce a 
new war in Europe and America, should oe finally 
settled in this negotiation ; namely, the restoration 
of some ships taken in the coarse of the present 
war, under Spanish oolonrs ; the liberty claimed by 
the Spanish nation to fiih on the banks of New- 
foundland ; and the demolition of certain setde- 
ments made, contrary to treaty, by the English log- 
wood-cutters in the bay of Honduras. From what 
has been already hinted of Pitt's sentiments, with 
respect to the treaty, it may be easily imagined in 
what manner he reoeiTed this prirate memorial* 
He expressed his surprise and indignation at an 
humbled enemy's undertaking to settle differences 
between declared friends : he called upon tlie toan- 
ish ambassador to disavow the step which bad been 
said to be taken with the knowleage of his court: 
he returned as wholly inadmissible the oflSsnaire 
paper, declaring Hbat it would be looked Upon as an 
afliontto the dignity of his master^ and Incompati- 
ble with the sincerity of the negotuUion on the part 
of Firance, to make any fiurther mention of aueh a 
circumstance ; and he prepared without delay a 
▼ery unaoconnnodating reply to the other propoaab 
of ^e F^nch ministry. In this answer, beariaK 

S England, 'previous to the declaration of war. date the twenty-ninth of July, all the beforo^recited 
e arguments for and against this claim mav be objections were urged with little temper or delicacy; 

and tlie secretary took care to embitter his assent 
to the most unexceptionable artidas, either bysome 
new and mortifying condition, or by the imperious 
style in which it was given. 

THE FAMILY COSIt>ACT 

Tns views of the different parties began now 
gradually to unfold themselves ; but the hanghti- 
ness Kod bapetaosity of Pitt* s oharaoter gave the 
French miaistry a considerable advantage over hiau 
They seemed totally anafibcted by Jiis tone of arro- 
gance, thoui^ bordering upon insult : they diges^ 
ed every mortiAcation In sUenoe: they made an 
apolagv Air having proposed a discussion of the 
points in dispute with Spain : and, in refdy to the 
£nglisb secretary's last dictates, aa well as io the 
private instructions sent witii it to Busay in ttie be- 
ginning of August, they appeared wflling to make 
farther sacrifices for the re-establishment of peace. 
Whether they really hoped to accomplish mat ob- 
ject, or ao^ by these new-eoncessiona, their oondoet 
was equally aaoderate and politic. At least, it in- 
sured the success of Uieir intri|rues at the oonrt of 
Madrid, where the donwneermg language of die 
BritiiA minister could not fail to give disgust, while 
the increasing humiliations of the French mona r chy 

i' excited alarm. The famoos faaaly^ compact was the 
consequence. By this treaty, which was signed on 
— „ the filleeath of August, the several branches of the 

house of Bourbon were entwined in tbe closest 
union ; and France desired from her miifortanes and 
disgrace an advantage which she could not have ex- 
pected from the most successful issue of the war. 
Spain now en|raged to assist her with as much seal 



INFLEXIBILITY OP THE ENGLISH 
MINISTER. 

Oir whatever side die scale of reason and justice 
may be thought to incline in this controversy, the 
Bruish minister seemed inflexible in his refiMal to 
restore the disputed captares, while he was no less 
absolute in demanding the evacuation of Wesel and 
Gueldres. He was also averse firom the proposed 
ground of pacification in the Bast Indies, as well as 
mm the living up of the island of Cape Breton in 
America, and of Senegal or Goree on the coast of 
Africa ; nor wonldhe, astonishing as it may appear, 
agree to a neutrality in regard to Germany. He 
treated such an intimation with disdain, as an insult 
en tbe hoOMMr of Us country ; though it would cer- 
tainly have been mere easy and no less honourable 
for Great Britain to mediate, or even purchase a 
peace for the king of Prussia, in die congress at 
Augsburg, than to enable him to condnueany long- 
er a very unequal and ruinoUs struggle. But, be- 
sides these contentious points which were not likely 
to be soon, or easily adinsted, a new cir c uins tance 
occurred, against whi^ PItfs opposidon was di- 
rected whh still more unqualified vehemence. 

At the time ef presenting the above memorial to 
tbe court of London, Bussy delivered a private pe- 



and vigour as if the two kingdoms had been incor- 
piNrated ; and to admit her sul^ects to all the pri- 
vileges of natives. The two Sicilies and the duchy 
of Parma were united in the same bonds of mu- 
tual guarantee of dominions and community ef in- 
terests. 

Strong motives of policy, chiefly ariaing from tbe 
danger to which Spam would have been at that mo- 
ment exposed by an immediate rupture with Eng- 
land, made the contracting parties use every en- 
deavour for some time to keep their late alliance a 
profound secret. Hie negotiation between the 
courts of London and Veieaules was therefore stfl] 
carried on with>seeming sincerity ; but tbe real ea- 

Eemess ef the latter to terminate the war must 
ave been greedy abated bv an assurance of sup- 
port frnm a power untouched in its resources of 
men, money, and stores. It may also' be foiriy pre- 
sumed, that Pitt's aversion to a peace was not les- 
sened, but gready increased by his welt-founded 
suspicions of the private correspondence between 
nance and Spain. He did net wish, however, to 
put an end to the treaty, till he could furnish him- 



ner, signifying the desire of his most Christian ma- aelf with sufficient proofii of die engagements which 
jesty, that, in order to establish the peace uiK>n solid the two branches of the house of fionrben had en- 
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t«red idto agalntt Great Britain, as he tfaoaght radi 
pnxtfs wonui be fhe beft jostifteation of hia own 
conduct. TbRM, while the fomiB of padflo discna- 
^n were preaerred, on both ■ides, ail that cordiali- 
ty Tanidied which is so necessary towards smooth- 
ing and clearing a road, wfaidi a long hostility had 
broken up, and so many Intricate topcahad oontri- 
bated to enkbarrass. 

RESULTS OP THB NRGOTIinON. 

. In order tojiidge wUdb party was most Uamea- 
Ue for the lUhire of the negotiation, nodiing more 
is necessary than to eacamme, withont pr^ndiee, 
the ostensible noands on wbkh the treaty was 
broke ofll after it had beenjprotracted consideraUy 
beyond tte term fixed for smiing It. The last pa- 
pers Interchanged by tiie nSnisters of botti coarts 
are the proper docomenti to be appealed to in this 
case, nie final resolmtionk of dw British cabinet 
were transmitted to Versailles in the latter end of 
August ; and the repW of the Fkvnch ministry was 
denVered to Pitt on the thirteenth of September. 
FVom Uaese papers it appears, that the most inter- 
esting oUects of concern were settled, or in a foir 
way of aojinstmcnt ; and that mere points of honour 
were made the speoous pretext for keeping Europe 
iuTolred in the calamities of war. The cosion of 
Canada was agreed to In the most extenstre form ; 
and though some difficulty remained concerning the 
bounds of Louisiana, It -was too trifling to obstruct 
the pro gr es s or conclasion of the treaty. The Afri- 
can contest seemed to haTo been attended with still 
less difficulty. The Prench consented to giro up 
both Senegid and Goree, prorided Anamaboo and 
Acra were guaranteed to them; and they Tory plans- 
• lUy urged their comi^ianee in tUs respect as a de- 
monstration of their readiness to embrace erery 
temperament tending to reconcile the two nations. 
The momentous quMtion of the fishery was like- 
wise detennined. The Prenbh reUnqmshed their 
daim to Cape Breton and St. John'a ; and were sa- 
tisfied to reoetre the Uttlo Islands of St. Peter and 
Mlquehm, even under tbe restriction of not keeping 
anr mUitaiT establishment there. The privileges of 
fishing on tke coast of Newfoundland, as eqjoyed by 
the French before the war, under tiie tmrtecnth 
artide of Uie treaty of Utrech^ were contfained to 
them ; but in return for suchpririleges, andm oon- 
fonnity to another artldleofthat treaty, the Ung of 
Prance consented to demoHah "die forttflcatlons of 
Dunkirk. As to tfie Uands of Onadalonpe, Mari- 
galante, MInoroa, and Belleisle, no great contro- 
TersT had subsisted on their aooovnt from the be- 
ginnnig : it had all along been agreed that these 
conouesti should be reciprocally restored. Nor did 
the nench any longer press 'die ooosideration of 
the old treatr between Ckidehea and Saunders In 
the East Inoes. but agreed to refer the setdement 
of all disputso tnere to commissioners appointed by 
the eompanies of the two nations. In short, die 
only po&ts of difference were Uie conduct to be'ob- 
serrad with reepect to their allies, the evacuation 
of one ortwo plaoes In Germany, and the restitu- 
tion of the mereha&t«Ben taken prerloos to the de- 
datatlon of war. On the first head, die P^rench had 




made repeated proposals of neutrality, vbiA were 
unlfoimly and positiT<dy i tj ec t e d by dio Engl' ~ 
minister as derogating nom the good foidi amd 
t^;rity of the nadon ; nor was he wflling to 
to any agreement about die succoon whioli the two 
states n^t be at liberty to afford dieir alBes. He 
insisted widi eq[ual posittreness on the surrender of 
all the conquests made by Prance upon any of the 
allies in Germany, particulariy Wesel, and di« ter- 
ritories of the king of Prusria, though the Vn ' 
ministry had declared, that they could neither < 
cuate that town nor Gueldres, as such a 
would be a direct br ea ch of the engaf 
were under to the empress-queen of 
whom those places had be^n taken, and 
name alone taey were goremed. This matter, Oey 
sdd, ou^t to be reforred to the con g r e ss at Aoys- 
burg. Their other acquisitions on the continent, 
Hesse, Uanau, and Gottingen, which were of great- 
er Importance, they did not hesitate to give wp, as 
part of the equiralent for die islands ceded by Great 
Britain. To the Prench demand of compensation, 
for die captures made before war was formally de- 
dared. Put had given an irrerocable negatfre. The 
censurers of his policy then asserted, " diat radier 
dian make restitution of a few hundred dionsaad 
pounds plundered ttvm the subjects of P^nnce. while 
trading under the security of peace and the nidi of 
treaties, felse pride co-operatiag with the secretary^ 
personid Influoice, induced government to pi us e 
cute the war, at tlie annual expense of twelre mfl- 
Uons ; or that this enormous charge, together witt 
a farther waste of British blood, and die risk offer 
tune's inconstancy, was a saernoe made to die in- 
terest of a German ally, who had already drained 
so much firom the nadon, which his friendship or 
animosity could not possibly affsctf 

TREATY BROKEN OPP. 

Pitt did not design to answer the last memorial 
of the Pranch ministry ; but in a few days alter the 
receipt of it, he sent directions to Stanley to re- 
tain to Bnf^and, and to desire diat Bossy n^t 
have die like orders of recal firum his oonat, Ae 
leading negotiation In London and Paris belngi 
broken off, that which was proposed at 



never took place ; and the fond nopes of Ae public 
been kept aHf e for alaaost six montlis. 



wUoh had been kept 

expired In the most palntal disappointment. 80 for 
was the treaty ficom producing any of die happy 
effects that were expected from it— so for was tt 
from appeasing die animosities of the 
powers, duit thiay parted with IntentionB more 
tBe, and opiniona oMire adverse than ever. N 
sutdects of jealonsy and debate had also aiken ; 
there was reason to apprehend diat other pw 
would be ten^yted to engage In the quarrel, and to 
throw off die TeO of ne utra l ity, under which they 
had Udierto concealed their secret attachments. 
Thus all €b» seeming advances towards peace o|per- 
ated Uke oQ powed vcpaa. the fire of contewtioa, 
which, tamtuuici exdngnishing i^ served to s pie a d 
the flame wider, and to make it bnra with greater 
rapidity. 



NOTE TO CHAPTER II. 



These conditicns were 
ied in a separate note, 



e speci- 1 
t, which I 



Mr. Pitt returned with ano- 
ther paper relativo to Spain, 



declaring both to be totally in 
admissible. 
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CHAPTER III. 



Pro^9fthe KiHg*s Sx emft^MfromntrMmdl wpoUHeat Pri!fudiees.—HU Majestj/'s Choice of a Con 
sort, the Frineest Chm-lotte of MecklemburA—Rnhaif^ foni to make the Deammd of her Most 
Serence Hgkmeee j wUh an Account', of her yomige.—Her Joumejf to lAtndon, her KeeepUon an4 
Nuptials^ Preforatione made for the Coronation of their Majesties— Entertainment given to the 
Royal Familg at GnUdhallSome rising Clouds in the political Hemisphere,— The SyatUsh Ambassa- 
dor's Explanation not deemed satisfaetorf-r-Orders sent to the Earl of Bristol at Madrid—Hie 
Excelleiu^» Dispatches in Replp—fFarm Debates in the Cabinet on Mr, Pitt's Proposal to attack 
Spain wi^out farther Delay— His Resolution, with the RresidenVs Answer— His Interview with the 
King, on resigning the Seals qf his qMce^Lord Templets Resignation— Violent Conflict between the 
Admirers and the Censurers of Mr, Pitfs Conflict sanctioned bg the Abbe Ragnal— Farther InstruC' 
turns sent bv the new Secretarg of State to the British Ambassador at Mfidrid— Steps taken be the 
Ministry— Meeting of the new Parliament— His Mi^estfs Sjpeech— Message to the Queen ; and the 
Dowry granted her m Case she should survive his Mqjesty-^Bepeal of the compelling Clause in the In' 
solvent Act— Alacrity of the Commons in providing for the Service of the ensuing Year— Debate on the 
Expediency of the German War—Severe Remarks on the Alliances entered into with some of the con- 
tinental Powers— Ingenious Defence set up by the Advocates for <A« German War— Result of this 
political Controversy— Effect of the English Ambassador's Remonstrances at the Court of Madrid^ 
His Conjectures on the Causes of a sudden Revolution in the Spanish Councils-^Propriety of his Con. 
duct in so delicate a Copjuneture—A clear and categorical Explanation at length insisted upon— 
General Wall's Letler^Manyesto delivered by the Count de Fuentes, and Lord H^emonfs R^uta- 

' tkm qfU. 



KINO'S FRSBDOM FROM POTJTICAL 
PREJUDICES. 

A FTBR M kmg continnad a viev of operations 
J\ in the fiold and of inCrigno» in the cabinot, it 
wjilbe MMne ndttef to the wbkd to contemplate a 
fcw erenti of a mere tranqnil and domestic nature, 
which happened dttring tiie same period. It was 
▼erj plealamg to the whole nation to see their y<nmg 
Ung ascend the throne with so little partiafity or 
prmodice, either of a persona] or pofiocal natnro, 
tiiat fmr almost twelve montiM no ohange was made 
in any of the great ofBcos of state, whidi could ex- 
cite ttie least damour. Lord Henley, afterwards 
created Earl of Norttiington,wlio had distingoished 
himself at the bar by hii talents and integrity, and 
had for seme time acted as keeper of the great 
seal, was oontinned fai the same important trost, 
Iwt with liie higher title of lord Chancellor. Tlw 
Eaii of Holdemesse, secretary of state ibr the nor- 



tiwrn departmont havina retired f mn business, 
anooeeded by die earl <n Bute, who had spent some 
vears on teme of Tory Mendly interoonrse with 
lord Temple and Mr. Pttt, and au the leading Mem- 
bers of tfie opposition duing die UfiDtime of the late 
prince of Wales. The earl of Haliftz was removed 
mnn the board of trade to be lord Ueutepant of 
Ireland ; and some other removals or promotioiis 
from one department of administration to anodier 
took place, but not a single dismission, except tiiat 
of Mr. Logge, in whose room lord Barrington was 
appofaated chancellor of the exchequer. 

KINO'S CHOICE OF A CONSORT. 

His nuQesty's oondnct in another aflhir of very 
great moment afforded stiH liiller cause of general 
satMaction. This washis choice of a consort, whose 
cndeannents might sweeten the cares of royalty, 
and whose vfartees shonld make his private happi- 
ness coincide with the happiness of his people. 
The first aiicomstance, it is said, tfiat directed his 
Attention to the princess Charlotte of MecUenborg 
Strelits, was a letter which her serene highness 
had written to the king of Pnissia on his entering 
her ooosln's territories, and which tiiat monarch 
had sent over to George II. as a miracle of good 
se^e and patriotism fn so yoang a prin ces s. 

red some n 



The king had privately employee . 

in whom he coold cooftde, to ascertain the correct- 
ness of the report of her amisible qualifications ; 
and liaviii^ received the fullest satisuction.on that 



head, he resolved to make a fbrmal demand of her 
in mimiage. On Ae eighth of July, ho made a de- 
daration of his sentiments at a very fidl meeting 
of the members of the privy Govncil. 

AN EMBASSY, Ao, 

Tris declaration was so agreeable to the council 
fliat they unanimously requested it might be mado 
pnbhc. Proper steps were then taken for the ac- 
complishment of Us majesty's wishes. The earl of 
Haroourt was fixed upon to go out as ambassador 
plenipotentiary, to make the demand of her serene 
Ughness; fhedntchesses of Ancasterand Hamilton, 
and the countess of Effingham were appointed 
ladies oC the bed-chamber to take care of Tier per- 
son ; and the Ckrollna yacht, befaig new named the 
Chariotte, was got in rmdincss to conrny her to 
Bn^and. under convoy of a squadron commanded 
by lord Anson. The fleet put to r^a the eighth of 
August ; and on the fourteenth, lord Harconrt and 
the other lords and ladies sent on this embassy ar- 
rived at Strelits. Next morning the cere m o n y of 
asking her highness in marriage ,for the king of 
England was performed, and the contract was 
signed. The ambassador and Ms suite were magni- 
ficently entertained ; and the event was celebrated 
widi the most sdendid rejoicings. She embarked 
in tbe yacht at Cnxhaven, where she was saluted 
by die whole squadron destined fior her conToy. 
After a voyage of teA days, the yacht arrired at 
Harwich on die sixth of September. 

On, the eighdi of September her highness arrived 
at St. James's palace, and in the garden she was 
met by the kins himself, who in a very affectionate 
manner raised ner up by the hand, which he kissed, 
as she was going to pay her obeisance, and then led 
her up stairs into the palace, where she dined wUh 
his mj^esty, die princess dowager, and the rest of 
the royal fionily. In the evenmg the nuptial cere- 
mony was performed by the arehbidior of Canter- 
bury in the royal dtapcd. The dtlea of London and 
Westminster were illuminated in honour of (he 
auspicious event, and addresses of felicitation poured 
fan from aU parts of the British dominions. 

THE CORONATION. 

A PKOCLAMATiOH had been issued in July, ap- 
pdnting the twenty-eecoad of September €air Ae 
Ung^i coronation; and a similar notice was n«iw 
puUishod in the saxettey^edaring it to be his m^i- 
esty's intention that the queen shonld be crowned 
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at the aaae Umm. A iinrnnifff"" had obo passed 
the great seeL renitiluClug a court to decide the 
pntdamaOM' of rach persoiu as laid claim to differ- 
ent oillces and priniegcs upon that occasion (1). 
Westminster hall was prepared for the coronation 
banquet. * 

CITY FEAST TO THEIR MAJESTIES. 

Th b dty endearoared t6 riral the ooort in the 
brilliancy of public shows, and in testimonies of the 
most affectionate regard ror the young king and his 
amiable consort. 

CONFERENCES WITH SPAIN. 

Thkrk bright effusions of national joy, to which 
the king's marriage and coronation had given so 
full a scope, were now for a little time diecked and 
obscnred by some rising clouds in the politioal 
hemisphere^ of the progress and effects of which it 
win be necessary to give a very particular account. 
Pitt's Tie W8 in the course of the treaty with France, 
and his indignant rejection of ihe memorial con- 
cerning Spain, have been already noticed. It was 
farther observed, that he tiwn called upon the 
Spanish ambassador to disavow that irregtuar .pro- 
cedure. His excellency at first explained himself 
▼erbally on die subject, and was soon after author' 
ised by his court to deliver to the E"c'^*>» secretary 
a written answer. 

This explanation, though written with a great 
show of candour and spirit, did not produce the de- 
sired effect : it neither softened Pitt's prejudices, 
nor did it remove his suspicions. It appeared to 
him, that Spain, as a kind of party, had been made 
acquainted with every step taken m the negotiation 
between Prance and England ; that her authority 
was called in aid to force the acceptance of tho 
terms offered by the former, which he considered 
little short of a declaration of war in rerersion ; in 
a word, that there was a perfect union of affections, 
interest! and councils between the courts of Ver- 
sailles and Madrid. 

In the mean time, orders had been sent to the 
earl of Bristol, the British ambassador at Madrid, 
to remonstrate with energy and firmness on the un- 
exampled and offensire irregularity of the late pro- 
ceeding, and to demand an eelaircissement of the 
actual measures and designs of that court ; to ad- 
here to the negative put vmon the Spanish preten- 
sions to fish ujwn die banks of Newfoundland ; to 
rest on the justice of the English tribunals the claim 
concemixtg the restitution of priaes made against 
the flag of Spain, or supposed to haTe been token 
in violation of the territory of that kingdom : to 
continue the former professions of the court of Lou- 
don, indicating a desire of arn amicable acUustment 
of the logwood dispute, and the wflttngness of his 
Britannic mi^^^ ^ cause the settlements on the 
coast of Honduras to be evaouated, as soon as his 
cathoUc m^jesty^ shonld suggest another method by 
which British subjects oovuMl eiQoy that traffic, to 
which they had a right by treaty, and which the 
court of ^Madrid had farther confirmed to them by 
repeated promises. The secretary's letter, which 
conyeyed these orders to the earl of Bristol, con- 
cluded thus : " Although in the course of this in- 
struction to your excellency, I could not, with such 
an insolent memorial before me, but proceed on the 
supposition, tikiat, insidious as diat court is, she 
could not dare to commit in such a manner the 
name of his cadiolio majesty, widiout b«ng andior- 
izcd thereto ; I must not. however, conceal from 
your eaccelleney, diat it u tibought poMible here, 
that the court of Prance, though not wholly nnan- 
«horised» may, with her usual artifioe in negotia- 
tion, have put much exagf oration into this matter; 
«od in case, upon entering into remonstrances on 
this aflhir, you shaB pwoeive a disposition in Mr. 
Wall {the Spanish secretary of state] to en>lain 
away and disarow the authorisation of Spain 
to this offensive transaction of Prance, and to come 
to categorical end satisfactory declarations relative- 
ly to die final intentions of Spain, your excellency 
tiill, with readiness and your usual address, adapt 
yourself to so desirable a circumstance, and will 
open to the court of Madrid as handsome a retreat 
as may be, in case you perceive from die Spanish 
minister, diat diey sincerdy wish to find one, and 
to remove, by an effeMual satisisctioD, the imfev- 
ooraUe impressions which this memorial of the 
court ef France has jusdy and unavoidablv made 
•B the mind of his nuQesty." 



BISTORT OF GEE AX BRITAIN. 



By the eari of Bristol's reply to Mr. Pitt, dated 

the thirty-first of August, ana received the uevc^nth 
of Scpt<nnber, it appears that tlus Spanish minisCRr 
applauded the magnanimity of the lunc of Great 
Britain in declaring, tiiat he would never add Cscil- 
ities towards accommodating differcbces with an- 
other sovpxeign, in consideration of any intiinatioa 
from a power at war, or the threatefiingB of an ene- 
my. Wall farther affirmed, that die assent given 
by Jus court to the king of France's offer of endear- 
curing to adjust the dLtputes between England and 
Spain was totally void of any design to retard the 
peace, and absolutely free from the least intention 
of givincr offence to his Britannic majesty. 1^ 
catholic King, he said, did not think England wotfd 
look upon Uie French ministers as a tribunal en 
which tiie court of London would make an appeal* 
nor did he mean it as such, when the statement of 

Eicvanoes was conveyed through that channeL 
is excellency assured the eari of Bristol, that thn 
catholic king, both before and then, c;ste«ned as 
well as valued the frequent professions of friendsilip 
made by the British court, and of its desire to set- 
tie all differences amicably ; and asked, whether It 
was possible to be imagined in Eni^and, that fbe 
catholic king was seeking to provoke Great Britain 
in her most flourishing and exalted condition, ooca- 
sionedby the greatest series of prosperities that any 
single nation had ever met with f But he refused to 
give up any of the three points in dispute, and own- 
ed that the most perfect harmony subusted between 
the courts of France and Spain ; that, in consequence 
of that harmony, the most Christian king had offer- 
ed to assist his cadiolic mi^esty, in case the discus- 
sions between Great Britain and Spain should termi- 
nate in a rupture ; and that this oflfer was considered 
in friendly ught. 

DEBATES IN THE CABINET ON MB. P1TP8 
PROPOSAL OF WAR WITH SPAIN. 



Or receiviug these despatches, Pitt wm of opin- 
ion, that the intentions of Spain were by no means 
equivocal, and diat her only motive for delaying a 
more open avowal of her hostile designs was in or- 
der to strike the blow at her own time and widitho 
greater efibct. He accordingly dedarod in council, 
that we ought to consider the evasioos of that cooit 
as a refusal of satisfaction, and that refusal as a de- 
claration of war; that we ought from prudence no 
well as spirit to secure to oursdtves tnefint blow; 
that no new annament would be necessary ; that, tf 
any war coidd provide its own resources, it mnatbo 
a war with Spain; that her flota, or Aaaerican 
plate-fleet, on which she had great d^kendenoo, 
was not yet arrived; and that the talang of it 
would at once strengthen our hands and disable 
hers. Such a spirited measure, he added, would 
be a lesson to his catholic majesty, and to all En. 
rope, how dangerous it wss to presume to dictate 
in the afihirs of Great Britain. Alter the fullest 
discussion of die sul^ect at three difibrent meetinga 
of the cabinet ministen, Pitt was unable to faring 
over any of them to his way of thinking except 
lord Temple, his brother-in-law. The proposal was 
looked upon by all die other members as equally 

Srecipitate and base,^as equally repugneat to the 
iotates of sound policy, and to me laws of honour 
and justice. They owned that Spain had concurred 
in a very extraordinary step ; yet it was not impos- 
sible but some farther remonstrances might per- 
Muade that court to reeal a proposition, into which 
it had been, perhaps, unwanly seduced by the arti- 
fices of France. Iney also admitted, that we ought 
not to be frightened from asserting our reasonable 
demands, by the menaces of any power ; but they 
aflfamed, at the same time, that tms desire of adding 
war to war, and enemy to enemy, whilst the springs 
of government were already very much strained, 
was ill suited to our national strength ; Aat to shun 
war upon a just occasion was cowardice, but to pro- 
voke or court it madness ; and thatto hasten a rup- 
ture with Spain in particular, if it could be by any 
means avoided, was giving a wanton blow to tbe 
commercial interest of both countries. Besides, 
said they, if we plunge into such measures, in th» 
manner proposed, and upon no bettnr grounds, we 
shall alarm all Europe ; nor can we derive any ad- 
vantage from this violent conduct, which will not 
be more than oonntei^balanced by die jealousy and 
terror it must excite in every nation round us. Be- 
fore we draw, the sword, let the world be convinced 
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oflkv^MdiMit dMlgM of tkoic ^ 
I0t OS not eBdeatrourto farpttM then la tre«eheTy ; 
and let not the Hon debase bimielf to aot the part 
of a Cock. As to the aeiztire of the flota, added they, 
the thing iteelf may be impiicticabk) : perhaps that 
fleet la now aafiB in haroour; which eon;^tnre 
proved to have been weH founded, aa the flota had 
entered Cadia aloMMt on the rery day that Pitt 
had urged the expediency of interceDdng it. But 
wvre we eren tare of ancceaa, would not rach a 
stop bo regarded as an arbitrary act of piracy, — as 
an anwamntable inTasion of tho property of others, 
witliont ojipostulation or warning f If Spain, blind 
to hor true interest*, and misled by French ooaa- 
S4ds, sitonld enter more dedsiYely into the Hevoof 
that hostile conrt, it will bo then Ite tme Hmo to 
dfeclare war^ when aU the a eiahboaii ng and im- 
phrtial powers are oonvinoed oiat we act with as 
much tenner as toadltttion, and when erery thhik- 
tef »an m Cho kingdom most be satisiied, that ho 
la not hmrried Into the hasards and expenses of 
wnr, tram an idea of chimerical heroism, bat from 
faiarrit^le necesst^, and must therefore cheer- 
ftffly oentribtoto to tte support of an administration, 
wlifeh, howerer Arm, and oonfldent of the resources 
of Cho state, yet dreads to waste them wantonly, 
or to employ won nnjostly. 

■Pitt, nnaocustom^d to such Tigorons opoosMon, 
and probably stung, though not cxmrineed by the 
atanments of the majority, care fall scope to his 
ntide, and declared, that tl& was the moment for 
nunbllng the whole house of Bourbon : that if so 
glorious an opportunity wero let slip, it mi^t 
nerer be recorered; and if he could not prerail in 
tho present Instance, he was resolred this should 
be the last time of his sittfaig fai that council. " I 
was called to the administration of pal»lie alfUn," 
said he, ** by the Toire of the people : to them I 
haye always considered myself as accountoUe for 
lay conduct : and therefore cannot remain in a si- 
tuation which makes me responsible for measures I 
am no longer allowed to guide." To this dedlara- 
tion lord Granvnie, tho president of the councU, 
Tory coolly replied : " The gentleman, I find, is de- 
termined to leare us, and I cannot say I am sorry ft>r 
it, as he would otherwise hare certainly compelled us 
to leaTO him ; for, if he is dotermfaed to assume solely 
tiM right of adrising his mi^esty, and directing the 
operations of the war, to what parpose are wenere 
aosembledf He may possibly aare convinced him- 
self of his infollibiUty : still if remains, that we 
should be equally conriaced, before wo can resign 
our understaxicUngs to his direction, or Join widi hnn 
In the measure he proposes." 

PITTS RESIGNATION AND INTERVIEW 
WITH THE RING. 

Ill eonformitv to the Tasohition then taken by Pitt 
and lord Temple, they both resigned their employ- 
aento. When Pitt carried tho seals to Ae Ung, 
his nu^esty reeeiTed them wUh ease and firmness : 
he expressed his regret for ike loss of so able a ser- 
vant ; but he did not solicit him to resume his oi^ 
flee ; he candidly declared, tibat ho was not only 
satisfied with the opinion of the nurioiity of h& 
ooundl, but ttiat he would hare found himself under 
tfke greatest difiiculty how to have acted, had that 
council concurred as fally in supporting the meas- 
ure nroposcd by Pitt, as they had done In iqtecting 
it. In order, at the same time, to show his high 
opinion of Pitt's merit, his majesty made him a 
moat gracious offer of any rewards in the power of 
the crown to bestow. Pitt was sensibly touched 
with the candour, tho dignity, and condescension of 
this proceeding. '* I confess, sir," said he, " 1 had 
but too much reason to expect ydhr m^Jestv's dis- 
pleasure. I did not come prepared for this ex- 
ceeding goodness. Pardon me, sir^— it orerpowers 
—it oppresses me."— He burst into tears. He de- 
clined the distinction of nobility for himself, but ac- 
cepted of other matks of roval fovour. His mi^esty 
Was graciously pleaned to direct, foat a warrant be 
prepared for granting to die lady Hester Pitt, his 
wife, a barony of Great Britain, by the name, 
style, and title of baroness of Chatham to henelf, 
and of baron of Chatham to her heirs male ; and 
also to confer upon the said William Pitt, esq. 
an annuity of threo thousand pounds sterliog, dur- 
ing his own life, and that of lady Hester Pitt^ and 
theur son John PHt, esq. The duke of Bedford, the 
late lord-lioutenant of Ireland^ was appointed keeper 



of the privy seal, upon the reaignatlon of hml 
Temple. 

ON MR. PirrS CONDUCT. 
It cannot ho a amtter of snrpriao, that the reslg. 
nation of so popular a ministor as Pitt slmuld have 
spread a aBomentary alarm, and excited tho most 
violent coafllct l>etween the admirers and the cen- 
snrers of his conduct. The splendour of Us talents, 
and the general sucoess of his measares, aJTordoa 
the former ample miki^ota of encomium ; whUe Ika 
latter found oqual noas for oens are in 4he Inoon 
of Us ofsnionsmapoetina thowar on tho 
It mlsayjJlcation of the na^ 
strength, but particularly m tho overbearing 
haughtiness of his temper, which -had obstructed 
the work of peace, had multioUed enemies id>voad» 
and destroyed at home that happy unton of coun- 
sels, aad combination of abilides, which wero of ^o 
highest importance at so dangerous a cri^. The 
only remark, which can be fairly made on Pittfs 
avowed motire for resigoinp, " l>ecauso he woidd 
no lon|per be responsihio for the measures he did 
not gmde," is, that he showed himaeK more strong- 
ly attadwd to his own personal glory than to tho 
interests of his coimtry. This opinion of the mo- 



derate part of tho nation at tiiat time, has einco 
received tho sanction of the abbft Raynal, one of 
die most eiklightenod and impartial of modern his* 



INSTRUCTIONS TO AMBASSADOR AT 
MADRID. 

Tni^eoH tto nauority of the conncU had opposed 
the late secretary^ proposal for an immediate at- 
tack upon Spain, they were far from being per- 
feedy satisfied with the answers of daat court, or 
with its professioos of amieablo intention towairds 
Great Britain. The French agents at fi»reiga oouns 
had also been very busy in circulating reports of 
Uie fantily compact between the diiforent branchea 
of the hoaso or Bourbon, in expectotion, no doubt, 
of frightening tibe new ministry of George III. after 
Pitfs secession, into a treaty of peace on their own 
terms. But they wero unacquainted with the ^ar* 
aoters of the men whom they hoped to intimidate. 
The earl of Egremont, who^had succeeded to tho of<« 
fioe of secretuy for tho southern department, wrote ■ 
to tho British ambassador at Madrid, to desire him 
to make use of tiio moot pressing instenoes to ob- 
tain n^ oxpUeit aooonnt of that secret, thoai^ to 
much vanated ooovention between fVanoo and 
Spain, as ahoidateiy nooessary before any forther 
negotlBtion coald bo entered into on tiio former 
pomlB of dispute. ** And in order," says ho, " to 
prevent any perverse impressions, which Mr. Pitt's 
retiring firam pobiac business might occasion, it ia 
proper thi^ I should assure your excdlency, that 
the measures of government will suflTer no relaxa- 
tion on (hat aooount ; tho spirit of the war will not 
subside with hhn : and the example of the spirit of 
the late .measures will be a spur to his mi|iesty*s 
servante to peiserero, and to stretch every newo 
of this country, in focdng the enemy to oome into* 
a safo, honourable, and, above all, a lasting peace, 

STEPS TAKEN BY THE MINISTRY. 

The British ministry soon convinced their cowu 
trymen and aU Europe, that the spirit of die nation, 
and the wisdom of its councils wore not oeafiaed to 
a sinsle man. They pre|(iared for a ruptoro, in 
case u could not be honourably avoided, with the 
utmost vigour and judgment. A squadron of men 
of war, having under convoy a number of transporta 
with four battalions from Belleisle, sailed fromEng. 
land, tho latter end of October, and was to bo 
joined in die West Indies by such an accession of 
naval and military forces as would render the whole 
armament the most formidable that had been ever 
before seen in that part of the world. The imme- 
diate olgect of this expedition was the conquest of 
Martinico, and of die remaining French islands ; 
after which a part of the armaaont was to co- 
operate with another fleet fooan England in a^ at- 
tadc on the Havanna, as soon aa tho refhsal of 
proper satts fo otieo shjanld tender the commenco* 
ment of hootttties jnstifiable. A third enterprtae, to 
be directed against tho Philippine islands, thoso 
great oonnecting Unks of the Spanish connnerce in 
Asia wad America, was also rosolved npon, in con- 
formity to a plan of operations presented by coU 
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oatil Draper to the flrtt lord of the admiralty and 
to the new secretary of state. 

A NEW PARLIAMENT. 

DuHifro the saapension of those pnjocts which 
were to make Spam repent of her bateneas, pra- 
aaioptiony and temerity, the new parWamcnt met 
on the third of Norember. Hie chouse of a speaker 
unanimouslv fell on Sir John Cost, the member for 



Grantham, ho was presented to bis majesty on the 
sixtii, when the Idnp, after signifying his approba- 
tion, made a speech to boa houses ; in which, 
after noticing hiamarriage, his mi^aatyTindioated 
himsolf from the failnre of the late negotiation vriih 
France for peace, and stated the recent anooesses 
at Belleisle and Dominica, and the redaction of 
Pondichenw which had ^winiHatt^ the French 
power in -me East Indies. Bat the part of hi# 
majestel speech, with which both booses aeem- 
edmgit affected, waa^his patriotic declaration, that 
iM|l|HlD(ff should ever make him depart from the true 
. iAeraats of his kingdoms. Warmed by so endear- 

S' g a^entiment, tfaoy begged his muesty to accept 
eir most affectionate assurances, that they would 
dotif oily and xealously correspond to the confidence 
bekrajposed in them, and concur with firmneps and 
Imanunlty in whatever might contribute to the pub- 
lio wolfaro, might tend to defeat the views and ex- 
k>eetataons of his enemies, and oonTinoe the world 
that there were no difficulties which his majesty's 
wisdom and pcrse\erance, with the assistance of 
his paiUament, could not surmount. 

JOINTURE GRANTED TO THE QUEEN. 

Thb commons, besides the nsual address in an- 
swer to bia nij^esty's speech, farther resolved to 
send a message to the qneen to congratulate her 
abo on her nuptials. On the nineteenth of Novem- 
bar, ti«o days after the delivery of the message, the 
commons gave her majesty a proof of the sincerity 
of their professions. They resolved, that in case she 
should survive his mejiisty, she should ei^oy a pro- 
vision of one hundred thousand pounds per annum 
dnring.her life, toge^er with the palace of Somer- 
aot-honse, and the lodge and knds at Richmond 
Park; and that tho annuity should be charged 
npon all or any part of those revenues of tho crown, 
which, by an act made in the last session, were 
consolidated with tho aggregate fund. A bill form- 
ed on these resolutions passed both houses without 
opposition, and received the royal assent on the se- 
cond of December, when the queen who was pre* 
seat, and placed in a chair of steto on the king's 
right hand, rose up, and made her obeisance. She 
had also Hio pleasure to hear the speaker renew, 
won presennns the bill, the former assmrances of 
the duty and allection of the commons, blended with 
ttie most rosj>ectful and delicate compitmenta to hear 
miljcsty. 

-REPEAL OP THE COMPELLING CLAUSE 
IN THE INSOLVENT ACT. 

Much clamour and discontent having baen ex- 
cited by the abuse of the compelling clause in the 
act, paned during the last session, for the relief of 
insolvent debtors, a motion for its repeal was the first 
legislative measure which engageothe attention of 
the new parliament. Iho minority, being perhaps 
influenced by the violent outcry raised against the 
cdanse in the city of London and in some other mer- 
cantile towns, leave was given to brined a bill fi>r 
its repeal, which soon passed through the neces- 
sary stages, and received the sanction of royal aor 
thority. 

PROVISION FOR THE SERVICE OP THE 
ENSUING YEAR. 

Within a month after tho first estimates had 
been laid before the house, they adjusted the whole 
, business of supplicsj and or ways and means, for the 
service of tlie cnsumg year. Thay voted seventy 
thousand soamen : they agreed to iwamt^iw the 
land-forces, to the number of uxtv seven thousand 
six hundred and seventy six efiective men. over 
and above the militia of Ensland, die two regunents 
of fendblos in North Britam, the provincial troops 
in America, and sixty seven thousand one hundred 
and sixty seven German auxiliaries to support the 
war in Westphalia. In proportioning tho supply, 
they likewise made good the foreign subsidies, as 
wrf] OS the deficiencies in the grants of the last 






session, a loan of twelve mOUoiia was ftiand 
sary, which, of course, rendered aome new taxea 
unavoidable. These were a farther tsix upcn win- 
dows, and additional duties on spiritnoua Uquon. 
The various sums voted by the commons, froHi tfan 
twenty flrst of November till the twenty second of 
December, amounted to very near sixteen mflliana; 
to which were added, a few months after, above 
two millions more, for the defanoe of Partnkal and 
various other purposes ; so ttiat the sum total of the 
supplies for the year 17QB exceeded eii^teeu mil. 
lions. 

DEBATE ON TOE GERMAN WAR. 

The only debate, to whidi such liberal grants of 
the pnbUc amney gave rise at the present juncture, 
was bn the expediauOT of the German war. This 
question had often before been agilated in parlia- 
ment ; and it seem^ rather too laSe now to resume 
the discussion of measures in wUch Great Britain 
was so Car engaged that she could not recede with 
honour. The opponents of the continental system 
had another jeia^ experience to bring in sup- 
port of their former assertions, that no adequate 
advantage could result from the most vigorous 
efforts m that quarter. They had alao on their 
side the great body of the people, who, being no 
longer daailed by brilliant exploits, had fallen into 
an almost generid dislike of the plan of operation* 
for the last two yean, and who expected tnat their 
representatives would not silently acquiesce in the 
application of almost half tho new loan to the sup- 
port of a useless and consuming war in Germany. ' 

The ^peak^rs against the German system n> 
presented it as a system of all others tbo moat ab- 
surd, in which defeats were attended with their 
usual fatal effects, and victory itself would rob her 
of tho fruits of her naval successes, and drain her 
exchequer to such a degree as would force her to 
buy peace by the restitution of all her conquosta ; 
" that we never can consistendy with common prti- 
denoe, engage in a continental war against France* 
wiUmut a concurrence in our favour of die other 
powers on the continont. This was the maxim of 
the great Una William, and this the foundation of 
tho grand amance which he projected, and at the 
head of which, in defence of the liberdes of Europe, 
he made the most august appearance of whmU 
human nature is capable. It was on this principle* 
that, in coi\junctii»n with half Europe, we carried 
on the war with so much honour and success against 
France, under the duke of Marlborough. But to 
ennge in a continental war with that power, not 
only unassisted but opposed by the greatest part of 
those states with whom we were then combinod, is 
an attempt never to be justified by any comparative 
calculation of the populousness, the revenues, pr 
the general strength of the two nations. It is a 
desperate strug^^ which must finally end in oar 
ruin." 

In addition to these arguments against continuing 
such destructive operations on the continent, they 
anticipated a reply which they knew would bo 
made by their adversaries, namely, that the war in 
Germany had proved a most fortunate diversion in 
ravour of the English, by drawing off the ibroes and 
revenues, as well as the attention of France from 
her navy, from the defence of her colonieo, and 
from any formidable enterprises against Great 
Britain. All this they positively contradicted. "In 
the beginning of the war," they urged, ** white there 
was any possibility of supporting meir marine, the 
French attended to diis oq^ect with the most assi- 
duous care ; and while they saw any likelihood off 
invading England with success, they had not the 
least idea of marching into Germany. The elector- 
ate of Hanover was so far from being thought in 
daxkgOT, that a body of troops, was brought over 
ttience to defend this country. But afterwards 
when France perceived that wo were guarded 
agaiDst insult; that her own navy was destroyed, 
and her colonies exposed ; she then bethought her- 
self of Germany ; audit was she, in reality, that 
diverted or transferred the war to tho only place 
where she was capable of acting, and where she 
knew Great Britam must be exhausted, even by 
a succession of victories. The German war was not, 
on tho part of England, a war of divenion, but a 
^^^'P'S*^**""*^®' *° favour of a barren electorate 
which, if put up to sale, would not fetch half the 
money that is yearly expended hi its behalf; iV»r 
the protection of a country, whose hihabitants atQ 
rendered miserabla by the atsistanca they receive j 
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and Ibr die iopport of an ally, from whom no 
mntmd service can be expected.^ If a third part 
of the money thoa aqnandered away on the conti- 
nent had been employed in giving additional Tigoor 
to the naTal armaments of Great Britain, France, by 
this time, woold not hare one aetclenumt left in the 
WeaMndies, all the pr^ts of her external com> 
merce mnst haye ceased ; and ahe mu«t have been 
abaolntely obliged to accept aoch terms 'of peace aa 
England ahoaM think proper to prescribe." 

ON CONTINENTAL ALLIANCES. 

A ma having thus commented upon die info^ 
tnation of Qreat Britain in renonndng the* advan- 
tages of her naval superiority, and in leaving her 
etfemies the choice of a field where defeat coald do 
ttiem Kttle harm, and where she herself most be 
exhnnsted, even by a succession of her own vio- 
tortes, the patriotic speakers made some very severe 
remarks on the particidar engagements we had 
entered into with some of the continental powers. 
" We had," as they aaaerted, " officioosly meddled 
vridi the internal broils of the empire, and taken a 

Cat in disputes which would have been much 
tter adiosted without our interference. We had 
not only sent off from moro useful service^ the 
flower of our armies to defend the territories of 
some t^ctty German princes, but we contracted 
enormous debts to pay those princes for assisting 
ns in guarding the& rights, and in fighting theii* 
battles. Was auch an absnirdity in politics," they 
asked, " ever before heard off fa England to be the 
knight errant of Europe, and to neglect her own 
immediate concerns and her aolid interest in the 
pursuit of foreign phantoms f Are we to waste all 
oar resources upon Hanoverians, Heasians, Bruna-' 
wickers; — allies, who, if they merit that name, 
serve only to protract the feeUe efforts of a system, 
in which nothing could so cffectoaUy contrimite to 
our aafety aa an e^y and total defeat t But even 
these connections," they said, *' though burden- 
some and unavailing, did not half so much expose 
the ignorance of our negotiatom, as the treaty made 
with the king of Prussia, to whom we annoaUy paid 
a sum exoeeding the whole amotmt of the suMidies 
granted in queen Anne's war to all her German 
wliea put together ; and who waa ao for from being 
able to aflbrd any relief to our armies, dtat he was 
scarcely in a condition to support himself. We 
look upon him. It is true, as die protector of the 
jirotestant reliijion : but how lightly he thinks of all 
religion, his wnttngs testify ; and whatmischiefo he 
has done the protestant cause in particular, this 
war will be a lasting memoriaL Ho invaded and 
cruelly oppressed Saxony, a protestant country, 
where he mund the people secured from any mo- 
lestation on account of Aeir religious opinions. 
Even among the Roman catholics, persecution had 
lost much of its edge, when he revived Its memory ; 
and , by forcing the popish powers into a strict union, 
brought awrre calamities upon the divided protest- 
ants than they had ever experienced during the ut- 
most rancour of a holy war. " 

Those, however, who embraced the opposite side 
of the question, made a very ingenions defence. 
They ridiculed the idea of going back half a century 
to the reign of king William or queen Anne, to ex- 
amine the principles of a contmental war, or to 
compare the policy and resources of the two con- 
tending nations. " The present time," said they. 



is die only just criterion by which we can judge ; 

and here we have manifestly the advantage. • The 

success wliich our arms, eione and unassisted, have 

.iiad in this contest with France, is a sufficient proof 

tlvRt we are an overmatch for aJl her power.'* 

In answer to what bad been urged against the 
fony- of wagine war on the continent, they ascribed 
to this very scheme the happy issue of all our other 
operations. The attentioo of our rival was thereby 
mstracted between the different enterprises at sea 
and land: eagerly grasping at two grand objects, 
she had missed both ; and the only fruits of her 
mighty exertion^ were the ruin of her trade, the 
destruction ofher mario^, die loss of her colonies, 
and the impending terrors of a national bankrupt- 
ey. " Was it not," they added, '* by involving 
nance in the German war. that we diverted her 
from the vigorous defence or her distant possessions, 
and that we have become masters of some of the 
most considerable of themY Was it not in consc* 

Sience of her embarking ao heartily in that war, 
at ahe afforded us an opportnnity of giving such 



a blow to her naval power as she may never, per- 
haps, be able to recoverY And has she made any 
progress in Gevmany to oounterbalanoe her disap- 
pointments elsewhere t Far from it. At this instant , 
she Is less advanced than she was the first ytsar 
she entered that country, after having spent im- 
mense sums of money, and lost by the sword, by 
disease, and desertion, at least one hundred thou- 
sand of her people. Even on the continent, where 
our enemies have made the«aost desperate push, 
hare they not been fkequentiy defoatedf Has not 
HanovH^beea recorered and protected 1 Has not 
the Ung of Prussia been preserved, so long at least, 
from the rage of his enemies f And have not the 
liberties of Germany in general been hitherto se- 
cured t Had we lain by, and tamely beheld that 
vast empire in part possessed, and the rest com- 
pelled to receive laws from France, the war there 
would soon have been brought tp an end; and 
Prance, strenathened b^ victory, conquest, and al- 
liance, would have the whole force and the whirfe 
revenue of her monarchy to act against us alone." 
They argued farther, '* that if the support of the 

Eirotestant religion be any part of our care, that re- 
gion must suner eminendy by the ruin of the king 
of Prusaia ; for though the writings attributed to his" 
Prussian migesty be such as, if really his, reflect, 
on account m their impiety, great disgrace on his 
character aa a man ; yet as a king, in ma public and 
political capacity, he is the natural protector of the 

Eroteatant rellgMn in Germany ; and it will alwaya 
D his interest to defend it." 
Whatever might have been the sentiments of the 
new ministry respecting the- original policy of the 
German war, diey aaw very well that it could not 
now be honourably or consistently relinquished. 
The faith of parliament was also pledged to assist 
the allies ; and the best Judges were of opinion, that 
vigorous efforts for one campaign more would ter- 
mnate the contest, and bring die French to roaaon- 
able terms. The opposition Oerefore to continental 
measures, however well sup^jorted by argument, 
vras over-ruled by numbers, and expired in the 
trarmtfa of debate. Yet it waa not wholly nnpfn- 
ductive of good effects. It showed government very 
clearly what the sense of the nation was on the 
subject ; and it prevented the renewal of the annual 
convention with the king of Prussia, though assur- 
ances were at the same tune given lum of pecuniary 
aid, as before. 

THE FAMILY COMPACT AVOWED. 

Tr a parliament ai^ourned to the nineteenth of 
January. During that recess the pubUo attention 
was roused to an incident of national importance. 
Before the earl of Egremont's despatches concern- 
ing the fiunily compact could reach Madrid, the 
English ambassador there had himself received in- 
telligence of the treaty, and of the hopes which the 
French made no secret of deriving fkom it. He 
therefore thought it his duty to doiire some satis^ . . 
faction on that head from Wall, the Spanish secre- «' 
tary of state. But though he expressed his uneasi- 
ness in consequence of such rumours with equal 
force and delicacy. WaD, evading a direct reply to 
the main point of inquiry, entered into a long and 
bitter complaint, not only of the treatment which 
Spain had received from the British court, but of 
the hauahtiness of its late proceedings vrith France. 
" He told me," says the earl of Bristol in his letter 
of the second of November* " w^ were intoxicated . 
vrith all our successes, and a continued series of ric- 
tories had elated us so far, as to induce us to con- 
temn the reasonable concessions France had con- 
sented to make ; but that it was evident, by this re- 
fusal, an we aimed at was, first to rum die Ftencb 
power, in order more eatdly to crush Spain, to drive 
all die subjects of the duistian king not only from 
their island c(4onies in die new world, but also to 
destroy their several forts and setdements upon the 
continent of North America, to have an 'easier task 
in seising upon all the Spanish dominions in those 
parts, thereoy to satisfy the utmost of our ambition, 
and to gratify our unbounded thirst of conquest." 
Wall added, with uncommon warmdi, <' that he 
would himself be the man to advise the king of 
Spain, since Us dominions were to be overwhelmed, 
at least to have them seised with arms in his sub- 
jects hands, and not to continue the passive vie* 
tim he had hitherto appeared to be in die eyes of 
the world." 
Snch a sudden change of sentiments and dia 
i O 
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•n ftbrapt mud unproToked tmnji 
tfoBt in the SpaoMh sacr^tery of state, from tii« 
most cordial and eonoilialory tone of ftiendly pre- 
lu e ri e n and amicable a4jintment, to the moot per- 
onptory and han^hty s^le of "vrn***- and luMtality, 
coidd not bnc aatoniM and perplex tiie earl of Bris- 
tol. He was naturally led mto Tsrioas oonjectnres, 
to account for tUs ioooherency of behavionr. At 
ftiatyhe imaffined that the late airiTal at Cadis of 
two ships widi eztraoadinary rich carfoas, contain- 
ing the remainder of tiie weialth diat was eipected 
l^om Spanish America, had raised the language of 
the court of Madrid, added to the pr og re ss , which, 
it was reported, the French army was making ia 
the king of Bagtend's electoral dominions, and the 
success attffuUng the Austrian operations In Hflesia. 
He Ascribed ttie former soothing declarations of 
the S|>aoish ministers to the con«uousness of tlieir 
naval inferiority; and he snpposednhat those fears 
were now remioved, or greatly abated by the sa€e 
arriTul of the above smps, and by the oontinoal 
flatteries of the French, who, whilst they inflamed 
titejealonsT of Spain at the British conquests, and 
solicited a Junction of fotoee to put a stop to them, 
never ceased assuring the Spamazds. that even the 
signing of an alliance between tne two great 
taranchea of the house of BonriNm would intimildate 
Bni^and, not only upon aooount of its being lex- 
Rested bv tilb pre sen t long and expensive war, 
but by iti having felt die Iktal cnnsequences of an 
interruption of the Spanish trade, during the last 
war. But, though all these ciromnstanees very 
probably co^neratod in piodudng so gnat a revo- 
lution in the Spanish coubgOs; yet the earl of Bris- 
tol was altenrardi oonvlnoed» Ant its immediate 
cause was Ihe inteOigenee tiwn received at Madrid 
ofPitfsviofentpropoeslfaft the cabfaet, bcAire ha 
went out of ofllce. His «i«eIleBcy» sentimants on 
Ibis point are thus expreesedina sabsequenl letter 
to the eari of Egxemonty dated Madrid, .December 
the seventh. 

" What oceasioned the great fermentatioo at this 
court, the eflbds of which I Mt from General WalTi 
animated discourse at the Escurial, was notice hav- 
ing reached the catholic king, that the change 
w&ch had happened in the Eni^h administratioB 
was relative to measures proposed to be taken 
against this country. Hence arose that sudden 
wrath and passion, which, for a short time, aflbeted 
the Spanish coort : as it was thought most entraer- 
dinarv here, that the declaring war agaimt the 
cathoar king should ever bare been moved In his 
miricsty's councils, since tte Spaniards have always 
Jooked upon themselves as the aggrieved Jtatty ; 



and, of course, never could imagine that the Aiglis] 
wonld be the nrst to begin a wax with them." 

But whatever imnreeaioii Pitfs proposal may 
havenkade en the minds of the SpauJards. the just. 
est nraise was certainly due to the earl of Bristul's 
conduct in this deVcatooo^iancture. Ilioni^ totally 
unprepared for a conference that dilTered so widely 
from all Ibmer eenvenations on the same snldeo^ 
he replied with coolnees to the invectives, and wMi 
flnaneas to the menaccn of the 8panisl| minister. 
After refuting in the best manner what WiOl hOi 
urged, he retnmbd to his first demand, an explana- 
tion concerning the treaty. As often as a direca 
answer was evaded, the same quesHon was again 



put : and at length the only Apl*. that coeM wUh 
dilRculty be extorted, was, *'Tliat his caihohs 
milfesty had judged it expedient to renew Us fismii* 
oompacts with the most christian Ung." Then 
Wall, as if he had gone lieyond what he intended, 
auddenly broke oflT the disoonraa ; and no further 
sa t is fact ion oonld be obtained. 

AMBASSADOR AT MADRID RECALLED. 

Ok the receipt of these advices fbnm the earl ^ 
Bristol, the ministry did not hesitote a moment, iv- 
specting tiie Hne they were to pmnue. They «aw 
evidem^ that thene was Utile aaason to hope 
fer any good eflbots from further patience and Ibr- 
bearanoe; tliat the nmtinuaBije of * Kgi r Ibimsr 
moderation might be attrbated to timidity ; add 
that the language of Spain would no longer 
permit any doubt of hnr hostile intentiona. Not a 
moaaent was tfierofare last in sending back ordm 
to the Engflsh ambassador, directing him to renew 
his ftMmer faistonoes relative to the treaty with 
FfuAce, and to demand a clear and catogorisal de- 
claration from the court at Madrid, whether they 
meaned to depart in any manner from their 
frssed neutrality, and to join in hostiUties 
Great Britain. These pomts he was to nr 
energy, but without the mixture of any tiling 
which might irritate ; and he was farther antlaninad 
to aigaiCy, that a peremptory refitisal to commuidoato 
the treaty, or to disavow an intentioa to take pare 
with the declared and inveterato enemies of Oreat 
Britain, ceuU not be loefcsd upon by the .king of 
England in any light, but as an aggresalon on the 
part of Shpain^and aa an ahsolutodedaration of war. 
The 9tn of Bristol acted in strict confenaity to 
such decisive, yet temperate Instructions. Me 
gradually unfolded the purport and extent of Amm 
tn two conferences with Wall, on dw abcth and the 
ei^th of December ; and, in two dajm after, he re- 
oeived a letter from that aainistd^, stoting that *« the 
qririt of haughtinesa and of discord, wUoh, for the 
misfortune of mankind, still reigns so mudi hi the 
British govenunent. Is what made, in tibe same ln> 
stent, the declaration of war, and attacked the kiog^ 
dignity. Your excellency may think of retiriag 
when, and in what manner, it Is convenient to ynn ; 
which is the only miswar that, without detaming 
you, his majesty has crdeied me to give you.** 

SPANISH AMBASSADOR'S VANIFBSTO. 

Thb earl of Bristol left Madrid the seventeonih 
of December ; and on the twenfy-fllttk of the samn 
month die Spanish ambasandor in London received 
lettem of recal from his oonrt. The note, vhifdi he 
delivered on tibat occasion to ttte eecretary of state, 
was somewhat In Ae nature of a manifesto, eharg 
ing tte war on the pride and immeasurable amhl. 
tion of the Into secretary, and en tim little respect 
ahewn to his catholic majesty, hetti during that 
minister^ continuanoe in oOce, and since his r e s ip 
nation." Lord Bgremonf s menuMcial in reply, d a t nfl 
tkM thiaty-first of December, did not ateep to per- 
sonal invectives, but proved by an exact and foituMI 
detail of what had pMsed between the two courts, 
that Spain akme was to be b la m e d for aU the »•*• 
fortunes inseparable from a mntwe. The frets ak 
ready related will best show what degree of 
should be laid on the ass e rtienB 9i either party. 



NOTE TO CHAPTER III. 



I These were not mere matters of ceremony, as fbe tenures of »usdry manors, and the enjoyment of 
rertain rights and inheritances depended on the perfenuaaco of particular services at the coronatian. 
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CHAPTER IV. 



iTar dHttared ogaUtH Spakt-^Dehate §h the L^rdw—PrvteH 0m m MvHon f9r wHMrumlmg the 7Vi»jw 
/rvM Germany— PovuUrrUjf qf tkU Pretest— Duty em Beer ami Ale eemeed a twmuU In LmSen 
Awtendments of Ike mtUia Laws— An Act for HegUtering of Parish ChUdren—Btli/or the Ettetuiem 
W* the Vuke of Bridgevater's CtmaU—Accotmt of Hmrrtsoies T h ne^jfiet e mt$d trechnfs Mmrkte-ehttr— 
AddUkm to the fortner GratUe iff the Cbmmons—Bis Mtfjestfs Mess0ge em the tmrn Utem t Danger ef 
Portugal— The Session ctosed with m Speech from the Tyrone— Extraerdimmy Chamge tmthe JOng ef 
Prussia** SUuation, occasioned fty the Death of the Empress ef Russia— Steps im medkUeif taken a« 
her Successor, Peter JJL-^Depositioh and Death of Peter ni.r^Prudemt PoUep of the BHaprete 
Catherine II.— Sketch of the Prussian Operations during the Remainder of the Campaign— r(ttm% 
ohtained b$ the Allies at GraeltemsUin—Thit Action a Prelude to Enterprises, in which Cettingem ma 
Casselwere recovered, and the French almost totaUg driven out ^ aesee— State ef Portugal wAen 
threatened bg the Bourbon Confederacp— Memorial presented to the Court of Lisbon bg the Ministers 
of France and Spaiur-Reply Jolloweabg a Declaration tf fVar— Immediate and effectual Aseista$tee 
afforded be Great Britain— Lord Tgrawteg dissati^ed with the Portuguese MIMstrg, and recalled^ 
Plan qf the Campaign— Progress of the Spanish Armig under the Marquis de Sarria—AimHdm Mten, 
and a considerable part of the Province of Belra over-run bg Spanish Troops— Good Ooneequemeet of 
' the Count de Ha Llppe's Arrival in Portugal— Surprige of Valencia d* Alcantara bg General Bmrgogne 
—Another more decisive blow struck by the same Central and Qtlonel Lee at Pillm Velha,—Tha Spam. 
lords forced to retreat to their own rirontiere— Triumphs of Great BriUdn at Sea—Descemt on the 
Island qf Martlnico— Surrender of the Island^Hubmission of the Grenades, St. Lucia, St. Finceni, 
and other dependent Isles— Armament destined against tne Bavattnah, its Harbour de sc r ib ed 
Siege qf the More— The More stormed, and carried oy assault— Operations against the TbcM, attd its 
Surrender— Importance of this Conquest— Capture of the Hermione, a Spanish Register^hip—Inoa' 
skm of the Philippines designed— Celerity qfthe Preparations made for it at Madras— Arrival of the 
Squadron at Manilla— lite Totcn taken nSiorm, but saved from a justly merited Pillage— The 
Galleon/rom Manilla to Acupulco takem—The only Exception to the universal Success of the British 
Arms, tJke Failure ^a private Expedition against Buenos Agree— Summary of the Disasters sustait^ 
. ed by Spain during her short Concern in the War— France involved in the like Calamities-Attempt 
to bum the British Squadron in the Bay qf Basque-Nenfoundland taken and retakem—A negoHedlom 
the only resource of the House of Bourbon. 



WAR DECLARED AGAINST SPAIN. 

would 9ot be Tory easy to point out any 
riod of ttie liktory of Eafland, in wMch tme 
cbaractcr of the natioB waa better avpttorted bj it# 
roTemment than at the opening of the year 176E2. 
ualm, yet resolute ; threatened by an extraonlina- 

Scombinatioa of enemiei, yet prepared to resbt 
cir perfldioiu efforts ; the British ministry discov- 
ered no precipitatioti or alarm at Spain's baTing 
ilnally tibrown off the mask, bat took we most effec- 
tual measures to rerenge so daring an abase off 
their candour and ibrbearance. A clear accoont of 
Che end^TOUfs which had been used to accommodate 
the disputes with Spain in an amicable manner, 
and of the drcumstancos wiiicb now rendered a 
rapture onaroidable, was giren at full length in Ids 
majesty's declaration of the second of January : war 
against that coantry was formally proclaimed on 
the fonrA; and, on the nineteenth, being the duj 
to which both bouses of parliament had a^jonmed, 
the king informed them of the stepb, which he was 
obliged to take since their recess. 

PROTEST AGAINST THE WAR IN GBR. 

MANY 

Tn a commons were unanimous in their approbation 
of bis miOesty's conduct respecting Spain, and in 
tboir assurances of steady and vigorous tnpport to 
prooccnta diis just and necessary war. The lords 
agreed to an address ezpressiTO of the same senti- 
ments ; bat the consideration of the speech gaTO 
liso to a debate on the most effectual means orcar- 
r^ing on the war, in which they discovered great 
difference of opinion. No complete report of this 
debate has been preserved ; but the spirit of it may 
ho collected frcnn a protest which was then entered 
00 the ioumals. By this it appears, that on Friday 
the twk of February, when tko horde, according to 



order, proceeded to take die spae ch faita 

tian, a motion was made for deelacing it to be the 

opinion off tiiehoose, " that the wart 



in Germany was necessarily attended with a great 
and enonnoas expense, and that, notwiAstandftag 
all the efforts that could possibly be made, there 
seemed no probability the army there, in the pay 
of Great Bntain,so much inferior to that of France, 
coidd be put into such a situation as to efibctnata 
any good purpose whatsooTer ; and Aat the bring, 
ing tbe 3riti»li troops home from Genaasiy woow 
enable his majesty aaorseUbctualiy to carry onwMi 
Tigoor the war against the united forcea of Franee 
and Spain, giro strength and security to Great Bii* 
tain and Ireland, support the public credit, and, by 
easing the nation of a load of expeaae, be the like. 
Uest means, under the blessing of God, to prseure 
a safe and honound>le peace;" which mooon was 
strongly objected to, and the preribus qaeslion car< 
riod by a majority of one h u n dred and fire against 
sixteen. Seren, howerer, of the latter, indadfasg 
One duke of Bedford, one off Ae prine^l members 
of administration, signed a prote s t, expressive off 
tfieir dissent from such proceodlnfls for the foUofur. 
ing reasons : 

" 1st. Because tfw main qoestlon being so tnw 
in every particular, which was assonted to by moat 
of the lords who spoke in tliis debate, and no argn 
ment being ^eged that it was uuconatitatkNMl, 
the prerioos question should net. in the praaeaf 
ease, have been insisted on, as Owebr the laria 
were debarred ftt»m laying before the ttrann thair 
sense on a matter of this iapottanee. 

" Sdly. Becaoso In tiie debate there wae no sIhi- 
dow of argument used, to shew itm inun'optiely ai 
tbie questum being bronght before the hooae nt this 
time, or that it was preuMtoralynadertafcan by Hnb 
lord who moved it: on the eontrary it wno proved 
liy irrefragible arguments, tha* iff the matfer was 
TM(ht to be done, no tir<*e thovld be laet in brinjiaf 
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th« British foroM home doring their wiiiter-muir< 
ten, which wa« the only veaoii when it coula be 
done with nfety, and without any powihie tmpedi- 
mrnt rrom the enemy. 

*' 3dly. The present situation of the war, by the 
additional weight of the crown of Spain being 
tiirowo into the scales against Qs,doth undoubtedly 
reqairc, at tUs rery critieal time, the utmost frur 
gality towards easing the nation firom any anneces- 
sary expense, and, as the preient war in Germany 
b lodbputably carried on at a great and enm- 
mous expense, and, in the general conception of 
mankind, without any possibility of any good being 
reaped from it, it seems the undoubted right of 
erery lord of ttiis house to submit to parUunent 
his opinion against a longer continuance of such 
m e ee u rgs, as have already prored so detrimental to 
the public, by inrolTing this nation in an additional 
debt of near six millions yearly, without serving 
any one British purpose, or eren supporting with 
encacy those countries for whose preservation it 
has been pretended these immense supplies have 
been grained. 

" 4th]y. A continental war carried on in Germany 
without allies, and at the sole expense of Great 
Britain, wltilst this nation is involved in a war with 
the two most considerablo maritime powers of Eu- 
rope, cannot be esteemed a system of true policy ; 
as France, let the success agamst her arms be ever 
so groat, IS not vidnerable from that quarter ; and 
8pai|^, on account of her distance, would, doubt- 
less, not be intimidated by the success of the Bri- 
ti^ arms in Germany. 

" 5thly. Tho expedience of the present continen- 
tal war cannot be justified, either on the principles 
of its bemg a war for the diversion of the forces of 
Prance from the invading his ms^esty's donunions, 
or the succouring their own colonies, both of which 
they are incapacitated from doing, by the rain of 
their naval force ; neither can it be alleged as a 
meanive calculated to support the king of Prussia, 
who is not at war with France, nor in danger, 
though the British troops should be withdrawn, of 
being crushed by that power, whose interest wiU 
undoubtedly restrain her from taking a step, which 
-^v^oldimly tend to the aggrandisement of tne house 
'OP' Aarfcris, the ancient and natural rival of the . 
h(>u!«(; of Bourbon. 

"(ithly. The present great scarcity of specie, and 
the low state of the puUic funds, render it tlie in- 
dispensable duty of this house to suggest to the 
throne every means of preventing an unnecessary 
ptfnfnsion oi the public treasure, more especially 
when ihe payments that must be daily made, and 
which most be done by the exportation of bullion, 
must unavoidably cause such a stagnation of trade 
and industry as may be of ^e most fatal conse^ 
quenoe to this countnr, which can in no degree be 
compensated for on the ill-grounded notion that the 
expoises of the enemy are equally great and bur- 
, densome to them, which is not only denied, as it 
can never be proTed, but is moreorer exploded by 
this nndeniairie truth, that France, by withdrawing 
her troops, can put an end to it . wheneVer she 

C 'eases, and without any danger to heiself of be- 
g attacked by an inferior number on her own 
frontiers on that side, and which, as she ha* not 
yet done, is a soflkient proof of the truth of this 
proposition. 

** 7 Aly. -The agreeing to tiae resolution proposed 
could be in no cU^ree constmcted as a breach of 
faith to our allies, or a stain to the honour of the 
nation, as we are bound by no treaties to keejp an 
anny in Germany, and the war on tliat contment 
■eems to have l>eeu entered into voluntarily by us, 
without being oalled upon by any other powers, 
and most precipitately taken up again, when it had 
been so. happily extinguished by the convention of 
Closter-Seven.'^ 

Itiis protest, which contained a summary of the 
most forcible arguments that had been urged against 
tiwprosecutiop of the German war, was nighly and 
afanost universally applauded by the peo^ ; and 
though it produced no immediate change in the 
measures oif govsniment, it strengthened the im 
made by the former debate of the com- 
on the sane suliect; and it showed Tory 
evident, that, if the ensuing cunpaign should not 
put an end to the oontinentafstruggle, any farther 
supplies for its continuance would be obtained 
with extreme difficulty. 



HISTORY OF GREAT BRITAIN. 

TUMULT OCCA8IONBD BY THB DUTY ON 

BEER. 



Tax other transactions in this sessions of patlitt- 
ment make so Uttle slmw, when compared witk 
the occurrences of the saaie period on the fheatru 
of war, as to admit of only a Tew concise remairiEs. 
llie operation ^f the act for laying a further duty 
on beer and ale being now felt in ns fullest extend 
the streets of London and Westminster were filled 
with tumult, TOwed revenge against the In gw eae 
for exacting a higher prioe than usual fron the 
publicans, and threatened to pull down dus iMmaee 
of any of the latter who should continue to ehmrg^ 
an additional halfpenny for every quart of porter. 
The uitimidAted parties, ondor the terror of mvch ' 
menaces, petitioned the house of connnons ; a MH 
was passed in favour of their request, whicih had 
the desired etibct : it liot only restrained the nmb 
from committing any acts of outrage but tended 
gready to abate tbeur clamour. 

AMENDMENTS OF THE MIUTi/ AND 
OTHER LAWS. 

A c BXAT deal of oonfhsion was also prevented by 
some wise and wholesome amendments of the mi- 
litia laws. An exact line was drawn between tlMiee 
who were liable to serve, and such as' were ex- 
empted firom any compulrion. The former were to 
be chosen by ballot, as before ; or otherwise the 
pariah oflloers, with the consent of the inhabitanly, 
were authorised to provide volunteers, by urate on 
tiie parish, in proportion to that for the renef of tikeir 
poor. Thus every man was obliged to pay his 
quota ; and all parishes had it in their power to 
keep their useful hands at home, and to employ tlie 
idlo and dissolute in the service of their country. 

Asa check upon the cruelties, wliich were strong- 
ly suspected to be exercised by the nurses of parish 
children, a law was enacted for keeping an ■n«nal 
register of those infants in every parish, under the 
age of four, that it might always be known in what 
parishes the greatest mortality prevailed amoug' 
these children. 

In this session, a bill readily passed through hotk 
houses for enabling the duke of Bridgewater to ex- 
tend his canal, from Longford Bridge to die rrrer 
Mersey, so as to open a communication with Li- 
rerpool. The branches of thht inland navigation 
have since been extended to all the manufacturing 
towns of the adjoining counties ; and the duke lived 
to complete an undertaking of greater magnitude 
and of more national utility tl^ had ever before 
been attempted by any individual. 

REWARDS FOR METHODS OF ASCERTAIN- 
ING THE LONGITUDE. 

Rbwak ds for tho discovery of thelongitude bad long 
been the olgect of an express law ; but it was now 
deemed necessary to render that act more effectual 
by extending the benefit of it to persons who should 
make any satisfactory progress towards so desirable 
an end, tliough their experiments might fall short 
of its full adcomplishment. Harrison, a clock- 
makjsr of London, had contrived a curious time- 
piece, which, under the direction of his son, was 
tried in a voyage to the West Indies, and found to 
succeed infinity beyond any thing liithcTto invent- 
ed for the same purpose. He and his son were im- 
mediately rewaraed with a grant of fifteen hundred 
Kunds : and, the year after, he obtained ftrom par- 
ment fire diousand pounds more, for discovering 
the principles on which his instrument was con- 
structed. Irwin, a native of Ireland, had also con- 
trived a marine chair, by means of which the im- 
mersion's and emersions of Jupiter's satellites might 
be accurately observed in the roughest weather at 
sea, and the longitude, of course, ascertained. 
After some satisfactory trials of this machine, five 
hundred pounds were bestowed on the inventor as 
the recompense of his ingenuity. 

TOTE FOR THE RELIEF OP PORTUGAL. 

Bbsidu the other supplies roted fbr the service 
of the year, the house or commons, after a short de- 
bate, concurred in granting hlk mfljesty one million 
upon account, for the purposes specifk^ in the 
foIlowinK mevsage, which was laid before the bouse 
on the eleventh of May, and taken into considera- 
tion on the thirteenth : 
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*'Hi0 mai^atf nlying an die known ami ai&d af- 
fe^on of fan fidtklU conmunu, and oouddering 
chat in tUa con^nnctnre, emeivetteiM may arise, 
which may be of the utmost importance, and be 
attended with the moet pemidons eonaeqaencea, if 
proper meana ahoold not be immediately applied to 

£ref ent or defeat Ihem ; and hia migeaty aiuo tak- 
ig intohl* most serioos consideration the imminent 
danger with wfaioh the kingdom of Portugal, an an- 
cient and natnral ally of his crown, is threatened by 
th« nowers now in open war with his majesty, and 
of what importanoe «ie preserration of that king- 
dom is to the commercial interests of diis country, 
is desiroos that this bouae will enable him to defray 
any extraordinary expenses of the war incurred, or 
to be incurred for the serrioe of the year 1701; and 
to take all such measures as may be necessary to 
disappoint, or defeat any enterpriaes, or designs of 
his enemies against bis mi^esty, or his allies, and as 
tho exigency of affairs may require/' 

In the debate, to wfaich.fhis message gave rise, 
Pitt supported, with becoming oonsisteney, the re- 
sdution of the committee of supply. 

SESSION CliOSES. 

Both houses sat a fisw days longer to complete 
tte busineBS dien before than ; and, on the second 
sf June, his majesty put an end to me session with 
a roeecli. in which he ecrpressed the highest appi^ 
bunon of tike seal, unanimity and despatch, so sig- 
nally manifested m the coarse of their proceedings. 
He said that his own sentiments respeetiDgwar and 
peace continued iuTariably Uie same, and that it 
gave him great sadslhetion to And them oonArmed 
by the roice of his parliament. He took notice of 
a late change in tiie goremment of Russia, and of 
its probable consequences : he mentioned the rup- 
ture with Spain, and the danger that threatened 
Portugal, as proofii of the wisdom and necessity of 
the rigorous measures which had been resohred 
upon : he pointed out some of the happy effects al- 
ready produced by these measures, in the conquest 
of Miurtinioo, and the acquisition df many other ra- 
luable settlements in the West Indies. 

DEATH OP THE EMPRESS OP RUSSIA, 
AND SUCCESSION OP PETER III. 

Tbi hopeless situation of the king of Prussia at 
the close of the last campaign has been already 
described. The loss of Colberg^ on one side, and <w 
Schweidnits, on the other, left his dominions al- 
most without a barrier ; and bis army was too mudi 
reduced to face any of the invaders in 4he open 
field. No resource of policy, no effort of skill or 
heroism could any longer he tried with tiie least 
probability of success. At this alarming crins, ttie 
storm just ready to burst upon his head, was happihr 
dissapaceft by one of those unexpected erents which 
giTo a sudden turn to the fortune of nations, after 
all the means of human foresight and exertion hare 
failed. His most dangerous and inreterate enemy, 
the empress of Russia, died on the second of Janu- 
ary, and was succeeded by. her nephew, the duke 
of Holstein, a prince of -rery different sentiments. 
As none, howerer, but those who were most intU 
matdy acquainted with his diaracter and disposi. 
tion, could pretend to determine whe^er he would 
abandon or pursue the system of his predeces* 
ser, the eyes of all Eon^»e were anzioQsly turned 
towards the court of Petersburg, in older to ob^enre 
the direction of bis early comidls. 

The new emuc, who ascended the dirone by tbe 
name of Peter III. began his reign with some Tery 
laudable and popular regulations. His foreign poli- 
ties, in whida Europe waa principally concerned, 
seemed to be gOTemed by the same ndid spirit. He 
ordered a memorial to be deliTered, on tiie twenty 
third of Pebmary, to the ministerB of his allies, in 
which he declared, That, in order to procure the 
re-establishment of peace, aa he preferred to erery 
other consideration the first law which <3od pre- 
scribed to dovereigns, tlie preserration of the people 
intrusted to them, be was ready to sacrifice all ue 
conquests made by the arms of Russia during the 
war, in hopes tliat the allied conris would, on tiielr 
part, equally prefer the restoratioa of peace and 
tranquillity to the adrantages which ^ey might 
expect Anoan the war, but which they could obtain, 
vmy by a continuance oC the effusion of human blood. 
He ordered a cessation of arms, tbe sixteenth of 
tfarch, on r»:eiving an unsatiafoctory answer to his 
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nwmo^al from tbe 'court* of Yiaaina and Tersailles ; 
and. In abont six weeks after, he entered into an 
aUianoe wl A his ftirourito monarch, without paying 
the leaat regard to the interests of his former con* 
federates. He even joined par* of his forces to 
those oi his new ally, in order to drive the Aus- 
tzians on t'OfSQesia, while he commanded another 
army to march towards Hnlatein. ' Sweden soon 
followed the example, or rather acted under 4he 
direction of Russia, in ooocfaiding a peace widi the 
court of Eerlin. 

SUCCESSES OF THE KINO OF PRUSSIA. 

Tu a king of Prussia lost no time to profit by this 
great, and almost miraoiUotts revolution in us fa- 
vour. The load wUdi had so long oppressed him, 
and against which he had borne up wilii astonish- 
ing fortitode, being now much listened, he was 
again enabled to exert tlie full powers of Us genins 
against his remaining enemies. His first ottject was 
the recovery of Schweidnits, the next the expnl- 
pulsion of the Anstrians out of Silesia ; and in the 
attainment of tibeso important ends he was greatly 
assisted by the valour and military skill of his bro- 
ther, who gained a signaKvietory, on the twelfth of 
May, orer the Anstrians and Imperialists near 
Freyberg in Saxony. By this blow prince Henry 
became so folly master of that electorate, that the 
Anstrians foaad it necessary to withdraw a consi- 
derable body of troops from ttie war in Silesia, to 
prevent^ if possible, his m^dng irruptions into the 
neart of Bohemia. Marshal Daun, however, with 
a large army, stiU occupied some eminences in the 
neighbourhood uf Schweidnito, by which he was 
enabled to protect that city. But the king of Prus- 
sia, being joined by the Russian troops in the la^ 
ter end (rf June, undertook to dislodge the Austrian 
general from those advantegeous posts and finally 
succeeded. As a direct attack wa9 found to be im- 
practicablo, the king had recourse to a variety of 
masteri^^ movements, which made his adversary ep^ 
prehensivo for the safety of his principal magazine, 
and even that his communication with Boheaaia 
might be cut off. ^ The cautious Daun accordingly 
fell back to the frontiers of Silesia, and left Schweid- 
nits exposed. His Prussian majesty hnmediately 
prepared for the siege; whilst different detach- 
ments of his troops, some on the side of Saxony, 
others on tliat of Silesia, penetrated deep into Bo- 
hemia, laid mimy parts of the country under con- 
tribution, and spread universal alarm. A body of 
Russian irregulars also made an irruption into the 
same kingdom, and there retaliated on tbe Aua- 
trians those cruel ravages, which, at the instiga- 
tion of the court of Vienna^ the same barbarous 
enemy had formerly committed on tho Prussian 
donunioni. 

Whilst the indefatigable Frederic was thus con- 
ducting, with equal s]^t and ability, that bold plan 
of operations which unexpected circumstanced bad 
enaoled him to form, he was tlureatened with a sod- 
den reverse of fortune, in consequence of another 
revolution in Russia. Peter III. in his rage for m. 
fonn, made more new regulations in a few weeks, 
than a prudent prince would have haauded in a 
long reign. His first measures, as before observed, 
seemed weH calculated to procure him the affeo- 
tiona of his people ; but, being of a raah and irregn. 
lar turn of mind, he in many instances shodted 
their prc^judioes, even while be considted tlieir in- 
terests. 

DEPOSITION AND DEATH OF PETER UI. 

AND SUCCESSION OP CATHERINE II. 



Whi lst he was taking these steps to alienate the 
minds of the people in general, and especially of 
those bodies whose attaument it was his great in- 
terest to secure, he had not the good fortune to 
live in union with his own family. He had long 
slighted his consort, the present empress, a woman 
of a masculine understanding, by whose counsels 
he might have profited ; and Uved in a very public 
manner with the countess of Woronaoff. The dis- 
satisfied part of the nobility, clernr| and ohief ofll- 
cers of the army, encouraged by this domestic dis- 
sension, assembled in the capitid duiiug the czar's 
absence ai one of his country seate, deposed him 
formally, and inrested his wife with the imperial 
ensigns. She put herself at tbe head of the mal- 
ccmtente, and marched without delay in quest of 
her husband. He was indulging himself in hidolent 
amusements gt a house of pleasure near tbe sea 



•oon Mb* K«oov«Md ftoai dw flnt alMwk* 
tMsptad to •Mipo to Rolitoia. but wm utoiJ aad 
ttarowa into ptfaon* ater faATmg beta iadnnwi by 
the Tain boipo of Mb to pign a P>P<v. in vUeb be 
Amclarad bu oaaTietian «f bia uaAbinty to govom 
tba «nipir»,an4 bia aeaaa of tbo dl a ttaaa It amat be 
iofohrad fa woo be to otnCiue at tbo boad of af. 
iUxa. Thia cowardly aacrfike of bia ebaraotor did 
not nxMorro bia HIb : be aKpirad a few daya aAsr, 
oo tno aixth of July ; and bia aoddea deaib exo&tod 
neitber aarpriae nor apecebuioa, aa detbroned 
princes bare aeldom be«i aOowt^ to tengniab bmg 
IB the ^ooaa of adngeoo. 

Catberine II. jrbo mow aaMBMd tbe lefae of em- 
pire, poneed a Uae of ooBdvctalaMatdiaaaatricallj 
oppoiito to tbat of bar tnfttfaatod baabaad. It was 
evea rappeaed, tbat abe woeid diartaim and aanei 
tbe treatr conehided between Ae late caar and 
king of ProMia, wbiob waa a Tory anpepelar 
aura at Falanbargb. But fortanatoly for Piederie, 
tbe new aiapreta did not tbink bar aitoatioii aatt- 
ciently aeeare to eogage in foreign boatOltiaa. It 
ia also aaid, tbat vpon narebiag among ber bns- 
band'a papera for tiie Pnaariaa monarob'k oarrea- 
pOBdanoe,abe fovnd cbai bia a(H||aaty bad diMpprared 
of all Petar'a riolent meaanres, and bad eoonaelled 
bim to be tender of bia eonaort, to deaiat from bis 
jMreteaciana to 31aawiofc, and not to attoanpt any 
cbaoges in tbe rriigion, or die ftuidamental lawa of 
ilia oaoDtry. Lectors of diis kind moat imre tended 
very mock to canftrm ber in ber paoMe diapoaitkm. 
She accordingly deelved to tbe Fhuaian mioiater 
at tier court, ** tbat sbe waa reaolred to obaerre in- 
Tjeiably, in all points, tbe perpetual peace cenchided 
under tbe preceding reign: bat tbat sbe badtiMmgbt 
proper, nevertheleiis, to order beck to Rossla, by 
tbe nearest roada, all her traopa in SHeaia, Proasia, 
and Pomerania.** Jknd altbougb tUa cbange fram 
» strict alliance to a ncte neatrality made no arnaU 
diflbrenoe in tbe state of tbe king of Prussia's af- 
IWrs i yet it nrast be regarded, all tbinga oonaideaed, 
aa an escape acaroely leas wonderfol tiUm tbe for- 
mer, eapeoaSy aa aU tbe Important plaoes, wbicb 
the Bussians bad witb so much bloodshed aaqoired, 
were faithfaUy reaterod to that monarch. 

PRUSSIAN OPERATIONS 

His PmssiaB ma^etty, inatead of betog diaeonr- 
aged by tbe order sent for the retnni eftiie Raa> 
aians, only acted with tbe aaore Tigonr. He attadi- 
ed marshal Daon tbe day after its arriral, bat be- 
fore tbe news bad reached the Anatrian ouap, and 
drore Um, by terror, no lam than force of^arma, 
ft-om the beignta of Budcersdorf, with considendile 
loss. He nest inToated Scbweldnito in peieon ; and 
obliged &at mach contested town, though defended 
by a garrison of nine ttkousaod men, to sorrmder, 
after a sieae of two months, in spito of the atmoat 
eflbrCs of Laadobn and Daon to obftract bis opera- 
tions. Tbe aMBNnt be foand himself maator of tUa 
dty, and ereatnally of all Silaa ia , he begaa totani 
bis eye towards Sasony. He reloiaroed Ids 
brothor's army ia tbat electavata, aad took aome 
other steps whieb s e^a s ed to Indioate a daidga apoa 
Dresden. These preparationa, and anotlier Tlctory 
obtained by prince Heary aear Freyberg, for BMre 
deciaire than tlM fonaer, iadaoed the court of Vlea. 
na to condade a ceasatioa of boadlitiea with bia 
Prusaiaa mi^aaty for Saaoay aad Silesia. In con- 
sequence of tills impolitic and partial truce, which 
prorided neitber for tbo aafety of tbe doadnkms of 
the hoose of Austria, aor of those membera of the 
ematre that were attached to its interests, one body 
of the IPrussiaa army bnAe iato Bobeaiia, adraaced 
acarly to die gates of Prague, and deatroyed aval* 
nable magaalne ; while aaotber fell apoa the same 
countnr ia a dUTeroat qaarter, aad laM tbe greater 
part of tbe towa of Kara ia ashes, by a shower of 
bombs aad red4iot bnlieta. Some partiea peaetrat- 
ed Into the heart of Fraaooaia, aad area aa flu as 
SoaMa, layiag waste the coaatiy, eicactiag heavy 
eoatribatioas, aad spreadiBg rum aad dismay oa 
erery side. The atoaey lermd ia these pred^ory 
expeditions is snaposed to bare amounted to a mil* 
Boa atefliag, two aandred tbousaad pounds of which 
were paid by the induatriooa and free city of Nu- 
reaibeiv. Many of tbe prlaoea and atotea foand 
fbcmselVea obHged to aiga a aeatrality, ia order to 
sare their territories from fattbav ravages ; and aiost 
rare so disabled by Oie Into defoat tai Saa. 
eoLbawted by tbe 
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be 1- 



tbat aa praipaot raadaji af tbafr 
ftiraisb, for next namnalga, aay 
iapedal aame aad aananity. 

OPBBATIONS OF TH9 ALLIB8 IN CO- 

MANT. 



Tui other part af the OeraMa war, vbieh raaird 
wbelly oa tbe a app or t of Great Bxitaia* waa panbtd 
witb a degree m spirit aad p ai a e rer a ace by a» 
means iaforier to tbaaedgaaleaertkaa of tbe Proa, 
aiaa aram. Iba foreea eader j 

lag amply piaiided with all ■ ■..., 

cruitod to the aamber af oae bvadied 

i, were the fint to take tbe Aeld ; m>d 
, opportaaity of atriUag a blew, di» 
of wbieh ware aet racOTered by tba 
p ^ramtog the rsmaiader of the 
TUa did the alUes tbe greater bonear, 
iVench armies bad also beea aoaoMated, i 
to pr eaa r t e tliair fonaar aapeiwrito of 
bat tbeir generals ware ebaag<ld. Itanfo 
was recalled, aad tte cammaad of tbe airny oa Aa 
Werer was given to bis rival, tlie priaoeof SoaUae, 
assiated by toaisball df Btrcea ; wbiOe tbe army en 
tbe Lower RMae w*a cemadtted to the diKsetSaa ef 
tbe piiace af Coade. The beraditary priaae waa 
poated witb a atraag detacbaMBt ia tbe iisligpila 
of Maaater. to ebeefc the piagreas of tfm lattar» 
aad priace Pesdiaaadia penoa, with ttw amia bedj 
ofbisfoeeea,iayb«bfaidtbeDymel, to bm^ bead 
agaiaatthe fonaer, and, if posaiUe, to atrip tbom at 
tbek eoaqaests in Hesse. Their naasbera aad Iba 
s to aa glb of their pos&liaa aeemed eqasdly 
aaiag to each aa atteaapt. Their ianntry 
of one baadred bettyfaas: ttet of tbe alliea 
compased bat of sixty. Tbe groaad, oa whiob-tbe 
Frewdi wereeacamped aear the village ef i 
ateia, to the froaiimB ef Hesse, bad bee 
aioaaly ch n aa a , botii tor ces s maad of Hmeoaatry, aad 
tba diacalty of appraacbtog them Tbeir aeatre ec 
aapied aa a<>/aatagaooa emdaeaoe: Aair left wiag 
waa abaoat inaccessible, owiag to aevenl deep ra- 
vinea ; aad their ri^t was eevered by tbe adlioBkiBg 
village, by several rivulets, aad a lai^ detacbmeat 
andar oae of fbe&r beat efloeTa, Moaaieis Castries. 
In snch a sitaatioB, they faaaglaed tbay bad uotUof 
to foar, particularly as a coaalderable corps of the at 
Bad army uader geaeral Lack a e r waa e mp l ui a d at 



traopa tbaa aepdrated to aaito ia aay ai . 
aa their camp. Priace Ferdtoaad availed 
ef tbeir aecaritv. He aeat p r oper iaatmc 
Lackaer, who feaviag a party of lliasiaii 
bebiBd Um to amaae tbe imee of Saaoay, and 
amrcbiag ftdl speed m flie aigbt with the 
eroased &e Weaer, turaed tbe light ef tbe 
army, aad, witbeat beiag discovered, piaead 
self npo» their rear. Oeaaral Sporfcea ~ 
to advance ia aaotber dbreetlaa, aad to eharge tbe 
aaaie wiag ia ilaak. Prtace Feriiaaad was to fofl 
apoa tbe ceatre ; whfle tiba boaoar and daa^ar ef 
aitarkiag tiieir left wtag were oeasigaed to the 
marqaiaof Graaby. All tbe a< 



were aiade with ao madb Jadgawat, eaierity, aad 

bbaSaoi ' 



food order, tbat tbe Preach I 
deaigB before tiboy foaad tbeamdvea attadhed 
tiw ataiost impetooai^ in front, leak, aad 
Tbe right wtof , under Caatriea, retixad witboati 
bMs, aad ia teierable order ; but tbe raat of tbe 
most have beea totaUy routed, if Moaairar L.«.^ 
vine, who coanaaaded oa tbe left, bad aottbrowa 
bbaself witb the Bewar ef tiw FkenobiafoBtry tote a 
wood, wUeb eaaUed bhn foranna time to ato p^ 
career of tiie victors. His brave eorpa waa a devoted 
sacriflce. AU but two battaHoaa were tekea or eat 
topieoes. Tbe otaer bodiea, covered by tbia 



aiaaoeavre,prectoitotdy eaeaped totiie other aideef 
tbe Falda, or took abetter nader the caaaoa of Caa> 
seL About three tbousaad were made pTisoners,and^ 
among them, afanoet two huadred oflcers. Thehma 
of the allies waa iaooasiderable. Tbe Eadiab^ wbe 
were most engaged, bad only a few mea killBd, and 
ao oAcer of raak but Heatanaatooloael Towaabend, 
who fell witb neat beaear to Uamelfy aad to tba 
whole army, 
aotiea, which teak plaoe oa tbe tweaty^eorlh 
of Jaao, waa a prdnde to a scries of bold, amstar- 
ly, aad waD-ceoaectod eatuipifoas. Wbilat tba 
Francb, oadcr tbe harry aad cnafasiaa el tBdr lata 
disaster, wara naaUe to p r avida againat abddan 



rMret of tbe 

Tbisi 
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afcktof^ Hit i^rqato of fii^aby and lotd F»wi. «e 
Cftv«o4illi, ftt tiM bona of a l«^ botiy of BiiCwb 
and Hanovcriaa troops, appoured thtrta miles lie> 
luad ttem, witli an iatention to cat off their gou- 
manifcarton with Frankfort, wboaca they dKw all 
their flobdateace. In thu emeiYeufly, Rochambean 
ooUectad aooM brjfiadot at Bonburg to oppoae the 
dcaifn of the Krtglwb conuaaaders ; but hw party, 
after a TiKoroaa resistance, wa3 dispersed ; and ai- 
mofit all the important peats la the soiith of H«ase 
fell into the bands of the allies. To the north they 
were cqnaUy soocossfol. They obliged pnaoe Zfc> 
▼ier, with Us Saxon troops, to abandcw bis ad* 
▼anced titaadon in tlie territories of Hanorer, and 
to JeaTe tiia Fkenob garrison at Oettingea vithoat 
aapport. The fotvea thaae, denairing of tteir 
abittty to de£ind it, sooa evacaatea |he place, hap- 
py in |»eing able to effect their escaae, thoagh wirh 
great aaaageaaent and difficulty. Borne other ad- 
vantages were gained near Mandea, where eleTea 
hnndred of the enemy were made prisonem, the 
intrenchmenti of their left wing wero seiaed, and 
all the works destroyed. Thus harassed en erery 



side, they bad ao resoorce bat to call the army of 
the lower Rbiao to their assistaaoe. Being leoeffad 
not to baaaid an enngement before ita arrival, 
they auitted the heists of If ulaingea, thoagh a 
post of the atouiet streagth and conaegoence ; iell 
Mcka considerable distance behind the Folda ; and 
left Cassel ancoveredf bat not defeacoless, as, ia 
thefar retreat, they threw into it a garrison of ten 
fbo M Sf n d men, to resist any inmiedtate attempts 
^at might be made by prince Ferdinand. Ha be- 
gan the siege, bowever, without loss of tiaae ; nor 
did he relinquish tiaat ol^ec^ notwithstanding the 
defeat of the hereditary prince liy the priaee of 
Cond6 at Johannisberg, bx which the fwaser lost 
above three thousand amn, and waa himself daa- 
geronsly wounded. After a variety of subaeqaeat 
efforts, OB the part of the united Frascfa anuea, to 
velieve Casae), they were at length forced ta afaaa^ 
don it to its fate ; and the garrison awnreadeve^ea 
the Aflst of November to the victturiaaa anna of tim 
allies, who dosed with thia aapkdt the career of 
their aulitary opeiatioBa. 

CONDUCT OP FRAKCB AND STAIN TO 
POBTUOAL. 

r 

The events of this ram;»aign in Germany, though 
distiagaiahed for their fariUmacy and magailode, 
were not of so much real importance to Great Bri- 
tain as thcae which took place at the same time en 
a narrower and leaa afriendid theatre in the aeath 
of Europe. One of the foat schemes projected by 
the courts of Versailles and If adrid, aiter the« 
avowed junction, was an attack upon the kinodom 
of Portugal. The ministers of nance and Spain 

£ resented to tiie coart of Lisbon a joint aaemoml, 
1 order to persuade hh most faithfal majesty to 
eater into the alliance of the two crowns, and to 
co-operato in their scheme for the bnaiiiiatioa of 
Great Britain. In that memorial, they insisted 
largely on the tyranny exercised by Rngland over 
aU other powers, especiaUy ia asaritime affUm; 
and whicb the klo^i of Spain and Portagal were 
equally commanded by the tiea of blood and titteir 
common intereat to oppose. They concluded with 
dcdarmg, that as soon as his moat faithful mniesfy 
bad tak^ his resolurioB, which they .doubted net 
would nroTo fovooraUe, tlieir trompa were ready to 
eater Portngal and garrison the fortresses, of that 
kingdom, in order to avert the danger to which it 
might otherwise be exposed from the naval force 
of Great Britain. To this extraordinary memorial 
Uie two mJnisten added, that they were ordered by 
their courts to demand acategorical answer in four 
dayi^ and that any forther doBherarien would be 
considered as a negative. 

• The king of Portugal's sitnatioa waa aow traly 
critical, but his iirmness, on so trying an occasion, 
is worthy of applaoae. In answer to the insultiBg 
pro p ori tion of^tae house of Bourbon he ubaerveo, 
with judgment and teaaper, that his aiHance with 
Sniland waa aacisnt, and conseqaenfly could give 
BO re asona b le oCeace at the present cskis : that k 
was purely defeasive, aad 
an 1 aspects- Hw BoariMm 
alBaaoe waa pnr^ dafonaiv% or eariniy 
and for this astoaishiag himmi, dmt the 
alUaace is c a a v e eted iato as 
fhe aitmitiaa af tke 




natare of the Eaglish power." Hie _ 
said they, cannot keep the aea in all seaansM, aer 
cruise oa the coesto liest ealoulated for eatdng off 
the French and Spaaish navlgatioa, withoat the 
harbours and the fhendly aasistanoe of Portngikl : 
** nor," added *hey, ** ooaU these haughty islaadeM 
inaalt all the maritiBm powem ef Barope, if the 
riohea of Portagal did not pern into then hands." 
Iliey also endeavoured to awaken the jealousy of, 
his meet foithlal aa^lesty, by rep re s e nUu g 1^ mn|r*' 
dem aa under the yoke of Bngland; and told him, 



that ha ought to be thaahM for <« the aeeeasity 
whlcb they had laid npoa him to make use of his 
reasoa, ia order to take the road of hie gkuy, and 
the r em m a n iateroat.* 



THSY DSCLARB WAB. 

AxTBOvaa the king ef Portagal waa ansible, 
that the aecearity here allnded to wiw Ae innae- 
diato march of the Spanish army to take possessioa 
of his dominioas, he was not iatiaridated fkom his 
hoaeurahla resehitf oa. The treatiea of leagae abd 
conuneroe, subsisiiBg betwsea Great Britoin and 
Portagal, were aodi, he maintained, aa the.lawa 
of God, the iawa of nature, and the lawa of natieaa 
have always deeaied inaoceat. Ha e a tie a to d their 
■MMt christiaa aad cathoUe mnjesriee to open their 
Ayea to the crying imoatioe of tuning upon Portia 
gal the hoetiliaea kiodled agaiast Great Britain t 
to consider, that they were giving aa exaaiplft 
which would Wad to me utter destraetioa of maa« 
kind ; that than waa an end of pablie safoty. if 
neuttal powers were to be attacked, beci 
have Atered into defenrive 
pewen at war ; that if their i 
hie demiaien^ ka wartid Hnirsfawjia vindicatiaa of 
bis aaatraVtv^aadaafaar to repel them with all hie 
foreaa and OMe ef hia allies. Ia cooaequeaoa ef 
this magnaaimoaa declaration, the minfotoca ef 
Fraaee aad Spain iaaaediatoly loft Uiboa ; 
their departare was seen follewedkrf a joint 
ciatioaof war againat PortagaL ia the 
moat chrfotian and raflwilf mipestiee 

BRITAIN ASSISTS PORTUGAL. 

Th a grand reliance of hia meat foithlal 
was on uieaapport of Eacfoad, for whose aafca i 
la whose quarrel he had eeeo daawa laio tha am 
equal conteat. Hia iiiMbMsadni at Iiondna e» 
phiaed to the auniatry hfo maater'i alatariag situ^ 
Boa. aad urged widi great propriety aad fbrea tha 
jasuce of hia daima to the uMot imnwdiate aad el^ 
fectnal relieC. Besides a formal demand of tha 
Buocoura stipulated by sabsistinc treaties, he tab* 
pressed a desire that hia master saoald be sappUad 
with a aumber of able oAoera to coaaaiand, traia^ 
and cnndoct dm forcea of Portugal, which had beea 
long disused to war ; aad diat bis Britannic m^ 
Jesty would continue to favour him with sacb forfoar 
help aa his pcesaiag aecessities aiight reqfure* Tbe 
ready and aberal vote of parUameat whea thia 
matter was laid before them, aad the despatck ased 
b^ ministry ia forwardiag the desired aasiataaoe, 
will do the aati(m immortal honour. The greater 
the weakaesa of Portugal waa, tha more conspicn^ 
ous were the magnanimity and reeonrces ef Oeeat 
Britain, who aloae seemed to balaaoe aB Eurofm, 
and waa able in the close of mi expenrive war, to 
prop up by her generous auracMrt the tottering fort 
taoe oirso feeble an ally. She seat to Portugal ol» 
Acers, troops, artillery, anna, arilitsry stoves, pve^ 
visiooa, moaey, every Uiing whioh could euable the 
Portuguese to exert thefr natural strength, aad 
every thing which coald aopply thatatreagih where 
it waadeaoieat. 

Before the actual o o mmea nw aiint of hostiiitief , 
lord Tjrawley, a nobleman of great aulitary talenta 
aad cxperieace, and who had formerly resided «s 
ambassador at lAdMn, waa sent thither as p le o ipe 
tentiKry, with instructions to examine the atato of 
the Portugnese forces, and to assist the ministry 
of that kingdom with his best advice ia formiag 
tiiair azaiy, and ia makiag proper di s pori tie a a for 
tha defeace of their Inmtiers. Be waa also to 
haVe tbe command of the Britisk amilinries. ceb> 
of aboat ei^t thensaad troafOrpardy drawa 
" " and partfv from Irdmd» where t«e 
omaa eanolhs had beea rawed for 
Bat hia lordship, thsau^ hs 
eary highly accemaliyed beA aa a 
was raflmr maad aad 




at the OM^aet e< tfce king of 
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P^rtaftifA mlnistorB, at tlie want of vigour in ttunr 
couneilK, and at their unwilUngnew to adopt any 
•f hia afnrited aoggeatioos. In the despatehes he 
sent home, bu lordship eomphiined, that they had 
miarepreacntod the state of dieir foroea to the court 
of Great Britain; that they had not taken any pro- 
per steps to secure tiieir frontier places ; that they 
amnaed him with general promises, and erasire 
answers, and started friTofoos oinectiona to the 
execution of those measures which he proposed for 
the operations of the war. He even charged them 
with want of sincerity, and made no scruple of 
hinting a suspicion that tiie rupture between Por- 
tugal and Spain was a mere colhuion, to malce a 
diversion of the Britiah troapB and treasure in 
favour of the kittor. As these suspicions were evi- 
dently the effect of disgust and caprice, bis lordship 
was recalled, very eany in the campaign, from a 
situation where he could be no longer nsefuL 

CAMPAIGN OPENS. 

Wrkn the Bonibon oonrta made war against 
Portugal, the declared ofcject was to cut off Great 
Britain Urom the nae of the ports of that kingdom. 
Aa they did not think it possible to attain this olgect 
by naval operations, they attempted it by military 
ones, and aimed dieir principal endeavours at the 
two great ports to wmch the EngUfth pvincipaUy 
resort. Oporto and Lisbon. With this view three 
inroads were proposed to be made, one to the north, 
another more to Ihe south, and the third in the 
middle provinces, to preserve a communication be- 
tween ttie two former. 

PARTIAL SUCCESSES OF THE SPANIARDS. 

Thb first aimy that entered upon tiie execution 
of ttoM plan, was commanded by the marqnia de 
Sarria. It penetrated into the norOi east angle of 
Portugal, and advanced towards Miranda. This 
town, though not in a good state of defence, might 
have held out for some time :1>ut a powder maga- 
■ine haviiig blown up by accident, the ibrtiAeations 
were ruined ; and the Spaniards, before they had rais- 
ed their first batteiT, marched into the town by the 
breaches in the wail. They met with stUl less op- 
position at Bragansa, a considerable city, from 
which the royal nmily of Portngal derives iu ducal 
titles. Hie garrison retired with precipitation at 
Uieir approach, and the magistrates presented the 
keys of the town to the Spanish commander. The 
town of Moncorvd surrendered in \he ssime manner 
to one of their detachments ; and every thing was 
cleared before them to the banks of the Donro. A 
party under count O'Rielly made a forced march 
of fourteen leagues, in two days, to the city of 
Chaves, which was immediately evacuated. By 
these successes they became masters of almost the 
whole of the extenrire province of Tralos Monies, 
and their progress spread a general alarm. Oporto 
was almost given up as lost ; and tiie admiralty of 
England prepared transports to carry off the effects 
of the Britisfa factory. However, the body which 
had traversed this province without resistance, was 
repulsed in attempting to cross the river Donro. 
The inhabitants of the country, animated and guid- 
ed by some English oflkers, with a re-inforcement 
of regnlar'troops, seised a difficult pass, and drove 
the enemy back to Torre de Moncorvo. ' In ravag- 
ing the open country, the Spanish soldiers com- 
mitted some barbarmes on the peasants, whidi 
were afterwards severely retaliated. The common 

Eeople, on both sides, naturally ferocious, had not 
sen sufficiently ipured to war, to moderate its fury, 
and reduce it under laws : an inveterate enmity 
subsisted between them ; and, in every encounter, 
the victorious party attended only to die dictates 
of rancour and revenge. 

Another corps of Spanish troops, which took the 
central ronte, m order, as before intimated, to keep 
up an easy communication between die forces em- 
ployed in die nordiem and southern expeditions, 
entered the province of Beira, at the villages called 
Val de la Mula and Val de Coelha. Iney were 
Joined by strong detachments, amounting to alipost 
the whole army in Tralos Montes, and immediately 
laid siege to Almeida, the strongest and best provid- 
ed place on the ftronders of Portugal, Besides, it 
was of the greatest importance from its middle 
situation, as die possession of it w<rald gready facili- 
tate the operations upon every side, and would 
especially tend to forward an attempt upon Lisbon, 
the grand object, towards which, at this time, all 



the endeavonrs of the Spaniards seem to have been 
directed. The trenches were opened on the twenty - 
fifth of July: next day the besiegers were rein- 
forced by eight thousand French auxiliaries ; and 
on the twenty-fifth ef August the garrison capito- 
lated, after having ma^e a much longer and more 
resolute defence than was at firat expected. This 
conquest left all the adjoining ceuntry at the aaercy 
of the invaders. They spread themselves over the 
whole ttfkritory of Castel Branoo, a principal dis- 
trict of the province of Beira, making their way to 
the sondiward, until diey approached the banks of 
theTagos. 

PORTUGUESE RECOVER THEMSELVES. 

Th IS rapid career of the Spaniards was not, how- 
ever, of long continuance. Lord Tyrawley's dis- 
putes with the Portuguese ministry had hitherto 
prevented the allies from acting in perfect harmon j 
and concert against the enemy. Bat alter his recall, 
and the arrival from Germany of a very cdebrated 
officer, who was appointed commander in chief of 
all the forces, the affidrs of the country began 
quickly to assume a different appearance. This ofi. 
cer was the Count de la Lippe Bnckeburg, who had 
commanded the artillery of the British army in 
Westphalia during the whole course of the war, 
and who had given the most unequivocal proofo of 
his valonr and capacity. He was accompanied by 
one of the princes of Mecklenburg Strelits, brother 
to the queen of Great Britain, who resolved to nteke 
tliis campaign in Portugal. He also found at the 
head of the Britiib tro*^ some g\enerals wril quali- 
fied to assist him both in council and in the ficdd. 
Lord Tyrawley had left behind him his second in 
command die earl of London, a man of great ex- 

Krience and sagacity. The next post was filled by 
utenant general Townahend, who had served with 
very high repntation in America ; and the subordi- 
nates were lord George Lenox, with the brigadier- 
generals Crawford and Burgo^ae, all of th^ offi- 
cers of approved merit. As the Count de la Lippe 
was an entire stranger to all tbe subjects of debate, 
which had existed between the late British com. 
mander and the court of lisbon, more unanimity 
was now likely to prevail : the spirits of the whole 
nation began to revive; and the nopes then formed 
of more successful exntions were tuUy justified by 
the event. 

GENERAL BURGOYNB PENETRATES 
INTO SPAIN. 

Tbv third body of Spanish troops, destined for 
the southern inroad into Portugal, assembled on 
the frontiers of Estremadure, witih an intention of 
penetrating into the province of Alentejo. Had 
this third corps been joined to the others already 
in Portugal, it would probably have formed such an 
army as might, in spite of any obstruction, have 
forced its way to Lisbon : had it acted separately, 
it might have gready distracted the defence, so as 
to enable some other corps to penetrate to that city. 
It was necessary to prevent, if posnble. tbeir en- 
trance into Portugal ; si ce their mere entrance 
would have been aunost equal to a victory on tfartr 
side. The Count de la Lippe, therefore, formed a 
design of attacking an advanced party of them ha 
a town on the frontiers, called Valencia d' Alcantara, 
whore he heard they had amassed considerable 
magazines. The condnct of this enterprise waa 
committed to Brigadier-General Burgoj^e. This 
active and judicious officer, thougli at a distance of 
five days' march, and in spite of all the disappoint- 
ments and obstructions to which services of tins kind 
are so liable, when they cannot be executed im- 
mediately, effected a complete suiprise of the 
enemy on the morning -of the twenty.«eventfa of 
Aunst. He hoped to nave reached the place the 
night before, and had made tbe disposition for at- 
tack accordingly. But finding himself overtaken 
b^ day-light, he altered his plan, and advancing 
with his own dragoons and a small party of irregular 
cavalry in full gaUlop, he entered the town of Valen- 
cia sword in hand; dispened die guards that were 
in the great square ; and secured the entrances into 
it with very little difficulty. The rest of his forces, 
consisting of all the British grenadiers, and eleven 
companies of PortugneMe grenadiers, with some in 
Hmtry and a few armed peasants, soon came up to 
support their gallant leader. The Spanish general 
who was to have commanded in the intended ia> 
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^ HiA • gnat ^Mfttlty of mm 
Ibll into tiM lundi of ttie victor, who broiii^t away 
Mgeo for tho caro of fh4 womdod, and Ao pay- 
kC of the king'fl rereniie for ono year, which he 
KB a oooaitaration for harhig ipared 
town and cooTenta. lUa hnportant aerrioe 
waa jperlonned with rery little loaa on tho part of 
the Britiah troopo. The enem^ had to lament the 
total deatructioa of one of die beet regiments in the 
Spaniah serrice. 

Altbongh the infonnatioa which the count de la 
lappa had reoeiTod about the magaaJnea proTed to 
be gronndleaf, the other adTantagea reeniting from 
the enterpriae made ample amende for that diaap- 
pointment. Ihe taking of tho Bpamah general daa> 
Goacerted the plan which he waa then on the point 
of carrying into execntion : farp at the rery moment 
of hia Ming made prisoner, he waa actoally 0n- 
ployed in reconnoiteiing the entrance into the pro- 
Ylaee of Aleat^o, where he propoaed to mareh in 
a few daya. Thia s e eme d to bare been for aome 
time tha deatinatioa not only of the troopa under 
die captured general'a command^ but also the great 
olQect of the Spanish army which had hitherto acted 



ia Beira. The former of these proTincea is a plain, 
open, fertile ooontrr, where their earahry, which 
oeaatitnted their chief force, mi^t haTo acted 
dedaiTely: whereaa the latter waa a rough, 
mouotainoua region, in which the horse were 
aobaiated with dilficulty, and could be of little ser- 
yrioew To prevent therefore the entry of the Bour- 
bon army from anj quarter into Alentc^^o waa to the 
alMea an oliject of the highest moment. General 
Borgoyne, by thia expedition into tibe Spanish ter- 
ritonea. had already prevented it in one part ; and 
the Tigilance and activity of the same officer had 
no amaU share in preventing it also on the other. 

Tliat|iart of the Bourbon army, which acted in 
the territory of Castel Branco» had made themselves 
maatera of several important passes, which they 
obliged some bodies of the Portuguese to abandon. 
They attacked the rear of die oramned army, which 
waa passing the ri? er Alveito, with the appearance 
of a retreat; but, in reality, with a view to draw 
them insensibly into die moontainoua tracts. Here 
they were repulsed with loss; but still they con* 
tinned masters of the country i and nothing remain- 
ed bat the passage of the Tagna, to enable them to 
take up their quarters in Alentejo. General Bur- 
goyne, who was posted with an intention to obstruct 
them in their passage, lay in the neighbourhood, 
and within view of a detached camp, composed of 
a considerable body of their cavalry, near a village 
called Villa Velha. As he observed that the enemy 
kept no very stddmrly guard in this post, and were 
uncovered in their rear and their flanks, he con- 
ceived a deaign of iSdUng on tiiem by^ surprise. He 
confided the execntion of thia design to colonel 
I«e, who turned their camp, fell upon their rear' in 
the night of the sixth of October, made a consider- 
able winghter, dispersed the whole party, destroyed 
their magasines, and returned with scarce any loss. 
Bnrgoyne, in the mean time, sapported him by a 
feint attack in another quarter, which prevented 
the enemy's being relieved from the adjacent posts. 

SPANIARDS RETREAT. 

This advantage, being obtained in a critical 
moment, was attended with important conse- 
quences. The season was now far advanced ; and 
tne roads became impassable through the heavy 
rains which fell : so that die enemiea, destitute of 
strung posts, and of magaanes for the subsistence 
of their horse, retreated to the frontiers of their 
own country, where their supplies were at hand, 
and where they were not liable to be harassed by 
the efforts of the combined army. Thus was Por- 
tugal saved by the wise conduct of the count de U 
lippe, and die diadnguished valour of the English 
commanders .and sokUerv; and thus did the mso- 
lent menaces of the Bourbon confederacy terminate 
in their own disappointment and iBonfnsion. There 
never was probably so heavy a storm of nadonal 
calamity, ready to fall upon an unprovided people, 
to happily averted, or ao speedily blown over. 

TRIUMPH OF GREAT BRITArN AT SEA. 

BoT it was at sea, die ihvourite element of Brit- 
tain, fiiat the snccasa of her arms was most oonapi* 
caona. in vain had her enemies endeavoured to 
draw otr her attention from maritimo enterprises, 
and to employ her chief strength in continental 



wars : she found aMana to baffle their moat ^goftma 
eflbrts both in Oeimany and Portugal ; her glori- 
ous exertions by land in the deCsnce of her fr^nda 
and allies, did not divert her frmrn giving die falleat 
scope to her naval power fai the ennrgement of her 
commerce and her conqnests. The French West 
India islands were-the nrst objects of attack ; and 
the faflure of the armament aent out against llar> 
tinieo in the' year 1750, under Mr. Pitf s adminis- 
tradon, did not discourage his successors in office 
from making another attempt. The plan tiiey laid 
down for thu purpeaOf and ue preparadona made 
to give it effect and to extend its advantages, have 
been already exj^ained. Every part of it was exe- 
cuted with a degree of predaion and spirit which 
corresponded well with the boldness and wiadom 
of the conception . 

CAPTURE OP MARnNICO, AND OTHER 
WEST INDIA ISLANDS. 

Tbb souadron designed for this purpose, which 
had sailed firom England in October with four bat- 
talions draughted from the Murison of Belleisle, 
having been reinforced at Barbadoeo by eleven 
battahons from New- York and some regiments from 
the Leeward islands, proceeded with the fleet al. 
ready on that station towards Martinico on die 
fifth of January. The whole armament conalated of 
about ten fhonsand land forces, commanded by 
general Monckton, and eighteen ships of the line, 
besides frippates, flre-shh»,and bomb-fcetches, under 
the direction of rear-adn^ral Rodney. They came 
within sight of Martinico on the sevendi or Janu- 
ary ; and die troops landed at a creek called Cas 
Navire, without the loas of a man, the ahipa having 
been diqiosed so property, and having directed 
their fire with such effect, tnat die enemy was ob- 
liged in a short time to abandon the batteriea which 
they bad erected to defend this inlet. 

The whole island, which is monntainons and un- 
equal, is interaeoted with deep gullies hollowed out 
by rapid torrents, so as gready to impede the pro- 
gress of an army, pardcvdariy with regard to its ar- 
tillery. These obstructions were no where greater 
than in die neighbourhood of Pert-Royal, against 
which the first regular attack was proposed. This 
town is comrnanded by two considerable eminences, 
called Memo Torteuson and Morne Gamier, the 
natural -strength of which was improved by every 
contrivance ot art. The former waa first to be 
reduced. A body of regulars and marines, sup- 
ported br a thousand sailors in flat-bottomed boats, 
advanced on the right along the sea shore, in order 
to force tho redoubts which lay in the lower grounds. 
On the left, towards.tho country, a detac£nent of 
light infantry, with a proper reserve behind them, 
was to turn the enemjps flank; whilst the attack in 
the centre was made by the British grenadiers and 
the remainder of the army, under the fire of bat- 
teries erected with great labour on the opposlto 
heights. They drove the French from post to post, 
tiU after a shvp struggle, the British banners wore 
fixed on the top of the hill. Some of the lugidvea 
were pursued to the very gates of the town : odiers 
saved themselves on Morne Gamier, wUch being 
much higher than Morne Tortenson, left the victo- 
rious troopa still exposed to great annoyance from 
the enemy. •-■ 

Three daya elapaed, befiyre proper arrangemeots 
could be made for dislodging the French from dieir 
second eminence. In the midst of these prepara- 
tions, their whole force descended from the hill, 
sallied out of the town, and made a furious assault 
on-the advanced posts ; but they were immediately 
repulsed by toe British troops, who, hurried on by 
their ardour, improved a defensive advantage into 
an attack, passed the guIUes. mingled with the ene- 
my, scaled the hiU, seized the batteriea, dispersed 
the militia, and drove the reffulars into the town. 
All the positions which overlooked and commanded 
Fbrt Rnyal being now secured, the batteries against 
it were no sooner completed, than it surrendered 
on the fourth of February ; and in three days after, 
Pidgeon-ialand, which was deemed one of the best 
defences of the harbour, followed the example of 
the dtadeL Fourteen F^rench privateers were found 
there : and a much greater number, from other 
ports m the island, were afterwards delivered up to 
admiral Rodney, in conseauence of tho iavouraUe 
terns granted to the inhabitants. 

Still, however, St. Pierre, the capital, remained 
to be reduced ; and it waa apprehended that the 
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wUk 
and with Hie a*- 
tandadTantanioflhacomitry* B«t the ivdiictifiMi 
of Flwt Royal had grwitly Abated th« eaemya ca». 
fldeoee. The militia, in partieHlar, despaired of 
maUng any effectaal defence. Infloeneod by these 
motirea, and diaheartened by the train of niileitanea 
which had erory where attended the French anna, 
(hey reaolTed to hold ovt no longer : and on the 
twelfth of February, jnat as general Monckton wns 
ready to embark for the reduction of St. Pierre, ho 
waa prerented by the airiTal of two deputies, who 
came to capitulate for the surrender of that place 
and of the whole island. 

The conquest of Martinico, which was the sent of 
tke superior goTemment, the princl|Ml mart of 
trade, and the centre of the French force in the 
Car{M>ees, naturally drew after it the submisrionof 
all the dependent islands. Grenada, ^oogb, from 
the nnture of its situation, it might hare made a 
▼igorous defence, surrendered Without opposition. 
The British troops found as little difflculty in tak- 
ing possession of St. Lucia. Tobago* and St. Vin> 
cen^ die right to which hnl so long been an object 
of dispute between die two nations. The Orenadil. 
las and the other little isles, which are scattered vp 
and down in the same seas, were incapable of mak- 
ing any resistance ; and it Is also probable, ^at if 
they had been places of much greater strength, the 
prosperity of GuadaJkMnpe under the British gorern- 
ment would huTO been a •tronc temptation to their 
easy and general surrender. St Domingo was the 
only spot which the French still retained in the 
Archipelago of America ; and the loss of that did 
not appear to be for distant An object of more 
conaeqaence direrted fh» storm to one ouf the most 
Talnabln possoisioina of the Spaniards in the West 
Indies. 

ARICAMSMT DESPATCHED AOAINST THE 
HAYANNAH. 

BiroM the snoceae of die espedidbn against 
Martinico was known in England, the ministry, 
conHdent that it could not have foiled, had given 
orders for a considerable part of the forces employ, 
ed them to re-embark, and to sail in a westerly at 
rection to a certain renderoua, where in case of a 
rupture with Spain, they were to be joined by anp 
other armamentin order to make a descent upon the 
island of Cuba. The latter squadron left Portsmouth 
the fifth of March, and rery happily met the pro- 
posed division of the former fleet, under Sir James 
Douglas, at Cape Nichola, the north-west point of 
liispanioU, on the twenty-seventh of May. After 
diis junction, thdr force amoonted to nineteen shqis 
of the line, eighteen snaall ressels of war, and near 
one hundred and fifty transports, with about ten 
thousand troops on board. A supply of four thou- 
sand more was else expected from nortt America. 
Lord Albemarle, the fnend and disciple of the didte 
of Cumberiand, had Ae command of the land forces : 
the marine was under admiral Pococke, who hav- 
ing contributed by his valour towards that sover> 
eignty wbich his country had obtained in the East 
Indies, was now chosen to extend Its empire hn the 
West 

As the humcane season was more to be dreaded 
than the resistance of the enemy^ the utmost expe- 
dition was necessary. The admiral, therefore, in- 
stasd of keeping to ue south of Cuba,whidi tliough 
very safe, would prove by far the most tedious way, 
resolved to run along the northern shore of that 
island, punning his career from east to westthrougfa 
the old straits of Bahama, a much shorter, but more 
dangerous passage, being very narrow, and bound- 
ed on the right and left by sands and snoala, which 
render the nnrigation so haaanlons, diat it has 
usually been aivoided by single and small vessels. 
There was no pHot in the fleet whose experience 
could be depended on to conduct them mfely through 
it The admira], however, being prorided with a 
coed chart of lord Anson's, was detenmned to 
make the experiment, and to trust to his own saga- 
city, conduct, andrigilance. So bold an attempt bad 
never been made ; bat every precaution was taken 
to guard this boldness from the. imputation of 
temerity. A vessel was sent to reconnoitre the 
passage, and, when returned, was ordered to take 
the lead : some frigates followed : sloops and boats 
were statfoned on the shallows to the right and 




left, with wen adapted 

the night : the fleet moved in 

being foveured with pleasant wenther, and 

by .the admirahlw d&Meltiona which wem n 

they, witibout the flnaiuet looa, or interruption, 

clear through this perilous passage, 

miles in length, on the fifth of Juun, hnring 

it thn twenty'seventh of May. 

The Havannah, dm ol^t of their long veynfa^ 
and of so many anxi6us ho|ies and foan, was now 
before them. This plaoe w not denominntad the 
capital of Cuba > SiT. Jago, situated at the sonth-aast 
part of the island, hasttnt tide : bat the HnvannaK 
though the second in raak, is the first ' 
siae, and importance. The harbour, which ia 
haps the best in the world, is entered by 
passage about half a mile long,and expanding i 
afterwards into a capadoua bason, sufficient in ea»> 
tain a thousand sail of the largest ships, having id- 
most diroughout six fothom water, ud being per- 
focily covered from erery wind. Here thn rich 
fleets from the several pnrts of dm Sponiah aetdn- 
menti rendesvous, before they finaHy set ont on 
their voyage to Europe ;— nctrcumstanei 
rendered the Havannah, one of the most 
flourishing, and populous cities in tfaa 
world. Suitable ts its importance was the earn widk 
which the narrow entrance into the bay waafertiAed. 
On A prtQecting point of land, to the east of tfaa 
channel, stood the Moro, a very strong fort, having 
two basdons toward the sea, and two nmre on As 
land side, with a wide and deep ditch cut ont of a 
rock. TbB opposite pomt to the westward 
secured by anodier fort called the Pnntal, 
was also surrounded by n ditch cut in 
manner, and was every way well calmlated for en* 
operaling with tlm Moro hi the defence of thn ha*- 
hour. It had likewise some batteries that opened 
upon the eonntry, and flanked part of the Wwn 
wall. But this wall and the fordfieationa of the 
city itself were not in very good condidon. The 
wall and the' bastions wanted repair : the ditch wm 
dry and of no consideralsle width ; and thn coTerei 
way was atanoet in ruins, but it was uttnriy a^ 
pracdcaUe to attack it by se^ the entrance a tiha 
harbour being not only defimded by the forto, hut 
by fourteen Spanish ships of the hne, three ef which 
were afterwards sunk in the channd, and n boom 

SIEGE OF THE MORO. 

LoKD ALBKM4nLK resolved to begin widi dm aiofe 
ef the Moro. He knew that the redaeden of that 
fort must infsUibly be fiiDewed by the snrrandor of 
the city ; whereas, if he had attacked the town fcat, 
bis army might have been so much weakened ns to 
be unable to surmount the rigoroos resistanco of 
the fort, defended by the garrison, and by the 
flower of the inhaUtants, seamus to save their own 
and the public treasure. 

AU was confosion and alarm, at the fisut eight of 
a hostile armament Common pradenoe would hnve 
suggested the psopriety of keeping their fleet readv 
for action ; and as they were not for from an eqnal>> 
tv, and could be *of rery litde service in the post; 
they should have put out to sea, and haxarded the 
issue of an engagement. A batde masnt^ned with 
spirit, though tmally nns u cce ss fal, mfoht have so 
for disabled their opponento as to unitt tlMnn for 
any farther attempts, after a dear4)Ottght navsA vic- 
tory. The loM of the whole Spanish fleet in this 
way might have saved the dty ; but the city onoe 
taken, nothing could possibly save the fleet Eidmr 
through extreme cowardice or infotuadsn, the only < 
use they made of their shipping was to sink three 
of them brtiind a strong boom at the month of thn 
harbour. 

When the British eommanders had got evory 
thing in readiness for landing, the admiral, with a 
great part of the fleet, bore away to-the westward 
and nmde a foint of disembaridng the troops ; while 
a detachment, protected by commodore Keppol and 
captain Harvey, anproecbed the shore to the eaaf- 
ward, and landdd mere without opposition, a smaB 
fort which might give some disturbance, having 
been previouslv rilenced. On this side, the princ^ 
pal army was destined to act It was divided into 
two bodfos ; the one being immediatoly occupied in 
the attack on Fort Moro, and the odier In covering 
the siege, and in protecting the parties emnloyea 
in procuring water end provisions. ' The -lo mi e t 
corps was commanded liy m^or-general K^p^ 
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•B4 Oe Isttsr by liMitM«Bt«aiMral Emot. ▲ d»> 
tMhnent under eokMiel Howe, wes eneunped near 
ttie we«t aide ef die town, to cut off ils comnanlMir 
tion with tlie eoontry, and to keep the eaemy'tf at- 
tentien dinded. 

The bardaU|M, which ttie troopa rastained fai car- 
ryiof on the aiege, are afanoat incredible. The earth 
waa erery where ao thin, that it was with great 
diAcnlty tiMy coidd coyer thenMeWea in their Ap- 
proachea. The want of water .waa alao very dia- 
treaaing. They were <4iliged to fetch it from a 
great wtance, as there waa not any airing or riTor 
uear them ; and ao Kaaty and precariooa wu the 
aopply, procured with much labour, that they often 
Amnd it neooMary to hare reconme to what the 
abipa coold afbrd. Roada of eominaaication were 
to be cut through thick wooda ; and the artillery 
waa to be dragged for a vast way, orer a rough 
rackj ahore. In these painftU cflbrti, nnder a 
bvming son, many of the men dropped down dead 
with heat, thiie^ and fatigue. Brery obat^e waa 
at length anrmovnted by the moat aatimiahlag per- 
aererance ; and batteiiea erected ^ong a rk^ on 
a level witii the fort, were opened with great ef- 
fect. The ahipa in tiie harbour were driren farther 
back ; ao aa not to be able to moleat Oe beaiegera ; 
and a aaHy ma^o by the garriaon waa repulsed with 
grhat alanghler. 

Whilst ttiese worka were Tigeroualy puahed on 
ahom, the nary, not contented with the great as- 
aiatance which they had before lent to every part of 
the land aenrice. resolred to make an attempt wfaicli 
waa more direotiy wifliin tiieir province. Accord- 
in^y, on tiie ilrst of July, the very day that the 
bacimea were opened, three of the largeat ahips, 
ander captain Itarvey, laid ttieir broadaidea against 
the fort, and began a. terrible live which lasted seven 
bonn withont tntMrndasion. The Moro returned it 
with great constancy, and being situated on a very 
high and steep rock, was proof against all efforts. 
Beaidea, the guns from the opposite fort of Partal, 
and from the town galled them extremely ; inso> 
■meh, that In order to save the ahipa frcn abso- 
lute deatmot&oa, they were obliged at length, and 

iwillingly. tn brina thmh off. Bven thia retreat 

IB not effected wiAont diiBculty, aa Aey were 
▼ery much shattered in so long and unequal a con- 
test. But, though no impreaaion was made on the 
worka which the ships attacked, tiie attempt was 
nevertfaeleaa of eoanderable aervlee. Ibe atten- 
tion of the defendants waa ao much engaged tibat 
they negleeted the ether aide of the fhrt, and al- 
lonared the fire of the Bagliah batteries to becooM 
superior. 

Ab aeoa, bewover, as the Bpaaiaxds ware rdeas- 
adfirem tfie M^m of war; may returned to their 
daty on the tamd aide, and revived their defonce 
with great apfarlt. An Imremittad caanoaade waa 
kept up by Doth partiea Ibr aeveral days with a 
ffevoe emolatioa : and the military akill and spiiit 
of Ibe asaailanta were put to the s ev e re s t trial. In 
the aydst of this aharp and doubtAil contention, the 
capital battery againat the fort took fore, -and being 
cbiefty eoaatracted of timber and foadnea dried by 
lataase heat, die flamea aoon iMcame too poweiftil 
for oppositicn. The battery waa afancat wholly oon- 
aamed. The labour of six hundred men for seveh- 
teen days was deatroyed in a faw hours, and an 
waa to begin anew. This atroke was die more ae- 
vordy fel^ aa it happened at a tiaae when the odier 
hardshtoa of the siege were become almoat intoleai- 
■ble. Tbe diseasea of the climate, increaaed by H- 
goroaa duty, had reduced the army to half ita aaaa- 
aer. Kve tfaouaand soldiers were at aae tiase unftt 
for aervioe, thrau|^ various distempers ; and three 
dieaaand aa&ors were in the aame mlBcrable oondi- 
tiaa. Tbe want of necessaries and refreshments 
aggravtfad their saffeiinga, and retarded their ra- 
oovery. The provisions were bad ; and the necea- 
aity of bringing, flrom a distance, a scanty aupply 
of water, exhauated all their force. Beaidea, aa the 
aeaaon advanced, tbe proapeot of auceeeding grew 
fointer. The hearts of me moat sanguine aunk 
within fbem, when diey beheld this gaUant army 
wasting away ;. and conaidered that the noble fleet, 
wMoh njid rode ao long on an open ahore, must be 
exposed to inevitable ruin, if the hurricane season 
ahonld come on before the reducdon of the place. 
A ttmusand languiaUng and impatient looks were 
cast oat for the reinforcement, which was expected 
foom North America : but none appeared; and the 
iaWf who adll preserved aome remains of strength. 
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were obliged to bear up under the load of doaU^ 
duty, and of aflUodog accidents. Another battery 
took fore, before die former could be rmaired ; and 
the toil of the besiegers unfortunately mcremed, in 
prei^tlon as their strength was dfaimiished. Many 
fell wto despair and died, overcome with fodgne, 
anjndsh, and disappointment. 

But however great the distreases, however small 
the numbers of those that were left^ they made ef- 
forts which would not have disgraced the largest 
and the best appointed army. The rich prise which 
lay before them, the shame of returning home 
baffled, and even the strenuous resistance of tbe 
enemy, engaged their interest their honour, their 
pride ; and roused them to the exertion of every 
nerve. The batteries were replaced : tlieir Are be- 
came equal, and aoon superior to that of the fort : 
4hey silenced its guns ; they dismanUed its upper 
works ; and> on me twentieth of July they made a 
lodgment in the covered way. Not many days 
after, they received a considerable oart of the rem- 
fofcement firom America. Four of the transports 
had been wrecked in the straits of Bahama ; but the 
men were saved on the adyaoent islanda, and were 
«PPUy brought off by live sloops, which the ad- 
miial had immediately detachea on this service. 
Fire odier transports, having about five hundred 
soldiers on board, had been taken by a French 
squadron. All the reat of the teoops arrived In per- 
fect health. 

These fevourabie events gave firesh vigour to die 
operadons of the siege : but a sudden diflienlty ap- 
peared, just at the seeming acoompUshmeut of tM 
work. An immense ditch, cut in the solid rock, 
eighty feet deep, and forty wide, yawned before 
diem and stopped their pn^reas. To fill It up by 
any meana appeared Impossible. IMftcnIt as the 
work of minmr was in those circumstances. It was 
the only expedient It might have proved imprac- 
ticable, had not a diin ridge of rock Deen fortunate- 
ly left, to cover the ditch towarda the sea. On thia 
narrow ridge, tbe miners, though quite exposed, 
passed the gulf with very little hwo, and Duried 
themselves in the wall. 

It now became visible to die governor of the Ha- 
vannah, that the Xoro must bo speedHy reduced, if 
Mt to its own strengtii. He dierefore resolved'to 
atten^t something for its relief. ' Accordingly, on 
the twenty second of July, before break ot day, a 
body of twelve hundred men, moady eompoaed of 
the country nJlitia, mulattoes and negroes, were 
transported across the harbour, climbed the hiUs, 
and made three dUforent attacks on the EngUsh 
posts. Tbe ordinary guarda, diough surprised, de- 
fended themselves so resolutely, diatthe Spaniards 
madeUttie Impression, and were not ahle to ruin 
any part of the approaches. The attacked poets 
were sp eedi ly refauoroed ; and the enemy,'Who were 
little better man a diaorderly rabble, and not con- 
ducted byproper offlcem, lul into terror and con- 
fiision. They were driven precipitately down thar 
hill widi great alaaghter : some gained their beatsj 
others were drowned; and they loat In diia well 
im ag ine d , bat SO. execnted aally, upwaida of four 
hundred men. 

Ibia waa the last effort for the relief of the Moro ; 
which, abandoned as it was by die city, and whUe aa 
aaemy waa underminhig ita walls, held oat with a 
auBen readutum, and made no sort of propoaal to 
capitulate. The minea at length did their bnaineas. 
On tbe thirtiedi of July, a jpart of the waU was 
blown un, and UXL into die ditdi, leaving a breach, 
which, thonah very narrow and dlAcult, was judg* 
ed practicable by the general and engineer. The 
troopa, ordered on diia moat dangerous of all ser- 
vicea. r^iced that they had so near a pcoapeet ok 
termmating their dreadfid toila. They cheerfully 
prepared for the asaault. and mounting the breach, 
under the command of lieutenant Forbes, support, 
ed by Ueutenant^dlonel Stuart, they entered tbe 
fort widi ao madi order tad Intrepidity, as entire^ 
ly diaconcttrted the gancfamn. Four hundred of the 
Bpenlanlii were cut in plecea, or perished in at- 
tempting to make their eacape by water to the city. 
The rest direw down their arms, and reorived quar- 
ter. The maiqcds de Oonaalex, die aecond in com- 
mand, waa kiued in making brave bat ineffectual 
eflbrta to stop the flight of Ida countrymen ; and 
don Lewis de Yelasco, the governor, having col- 
lected a smaU body of resolote soldiers in an in- 
trenchment round the flag-staff, glorlonaly fell in 
defending his colours, which nothing cenld iadooe 
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liim to ttHke. The BagHsh had but two lioatenants 
aadawdlTo men killed; and one lieutenant, with 
four tergeaati, and twenty four priratea wounded. 

SURRENDER OF THE MORO, AND THE 
ISLAND. 

No sooner did the Spaniards in the town and in 
Fort Pontal see the beaiegem in poaaeaaion of the 
If oro, than they directed all their fire againat that 
place. Meanwhile the Britiah troopa, encouraged 
Sy their auoceaa, were visoroualy employed in re- 
mounting the fpasu of tlM captured fort, and in 
erecting battenea upon an eminence that command- 
ed the city. Theae batteriea being completed, and 
cixty piecea of cannon ready to. play upon the Ha- 
Tannan, lord Albemarle, willing to prerent an un- 
neceaaary carnage, aent hia aid-de-camp, on the 
tenth of Auguat, with a dag of truce, to aummon the 
goremor to anrrender, and make him aenaiUe of 
the vnaToidabie deatruction that waa ready to fall 
upon the place. The governor replied, that he waa 
under no uneasy apprehenaiona, and would hold 
out to the laat extremity. But he waf aoen brought 
to reaaon. The very next morning, the batteriea 
were op^ed againat him with anch effect, that ii^ 
six honra all hia guna were ailenced : flaga of trace 
were hung out in erery quarter of the town ; and a 
depmty waa aent to the camp of the beaiegera, in 
order to aettle the terma of capitulation. A ceaaa- 
tion of hoatilitiea immediately took place ; and, aa 
aoon aa the terma were adjuated, the city of Haran- 
nafa. and a district of one hundred and eighty milea 
to the weatwaxd included in ita goremment, tbo 
Puctal caatle, and dm ahi^ in the harbour, were 
aurrendered to hia Britannic majesty. Hie Span- 
iarda atruggled a long time to aave the men oi war, 
and to hare the harbour declared neutral ; but .after 
two daya* altercation, they were obliged to give up 
thoae capital pointa aa wholly inadmiaaible. The 
ganiaon were allowed the honoura of war, and 
were to b^ conreyed to Spain. Prirate i>roperty 
waa aecvred to the inhabitanta, with the enjoyment 
of their former lawa and religion. Without yiolat- 
ing thia laat article, which rendered the property of 
indi?iduala aacred, the conquerors, who took poa- 
aeaaion of the city on the fourteenth of Angoat, 
found a booty Uiere, computed at near three mil- 
liona aterling, in aiiTer and valuable merchandiae 
belonging to the Catholic king, beaidea an hnmenae 
quantity of anna, artillery, and military atorea. 
' Thia waa the moat conaiderablo, and in ita conae- 
quencea the moat decisive blow which had been 
atruck since the beginning of the war. It united in 
itaelf aU the honoura and advantagea that can be 
acquired in hoatile enterpriaea. It was a military 
triumph, that reflected tho brighteat luatre on the 
courage, Iteadineaa, and perseverance of the Britiah 
troops. Ita effect on tbb enemy'a marine made it 
equal to the greateat naval victory. Nine ahipa of 
the line and nrar f rigatea were taken : three of the 
former description had becm aunk by the Spaniarda, 
AS already mentioned, at the beginning of me siege, 
to atop up the entrance into the port ; and two 
more, that were in forwardneaa on the atocka, were 
deatroyed by the conauerora. The harbour itself 
was of stiU greater value than the fleet. ' It abso- 
lutely commanded the only passage by which the 
Spaiush ships ctf uld sail from the bay of Mexico to 
Europe ; so that the court of Madrid conld no long- 
er receive any auppUea from the West Indica, ex- 
cept bjr auch routea aa were equally tediona and 
uncertain. The reduction of the Havannah, there* 
fore, not only diatreaaed the enemy by atopping the 
aonrcea of their wealth, but Ukewue opened to the 
English an easy avenue to the centre of their Amer- 
ican treasures. Tbe plunder found at this place 
should alao be taken into the account : it impoveiw 
iahed Spain, and enriched the captors ; and mough 
it contributed nothing directly to the public service, 
it might be said to increase the stock of the British 
natioQ, and to supply those prodigioua draina of 
specie, foreign aubaidiea and foreign armies. 

. CAPTURE OF THE HERMIONE. 

Tni capture of the Spaniah regiator ahip, the 
Hermione, which happened in the latter end of 
May,jiut aaahe waa on the point of entering one 
of the porta of old Spain, must be added to theae 
reiiourcea. She waa loaded widi treaaure and va- 
lu&ble effecta, eMtimated at one million aterling, 



been taken in any one botlom. Tlie 
brought from GUiraltar to England : and the goid 
and ailver, being conveyed in covered wacgone to 
London, waa carried to the Tbwer with great {larade. 
The waggona entered St. Jamea'a atreet in the 
morning of the twelfth of Augnat,iaat after her ma 
jeaty had been aafely delivered of her fiiet son, the 
Prince of Walea ; and the king with many of the 
nobility, who were present, went to the windows 
over the palace gate, to aee the procession, and 
joined their acclamationa to those of thte popidaee 
on two such joyful occasions. 

INVASION OF THE PHILIPPINES. 

But these losses tiiough immense, were not tbm 
only ones, in which Spain was involved by her 
treacherous and precipitate junction with France. 
She soon received another dangerous wound in a 
very remote quarter, where she little expected so 
sudden an attack. Tlie plan for narading the mu 
lippine i^ands, which colonel Dnqper had laid be> 
fore ministry upon the first rumour «f a war i^ith 
Spain, waa now carried into execution. Nolking 
was demanded but a light frigate to ca«Ty ccJond 
Draper to Madras, where he artivad in the latter 
end of June, with orders to eomloy anch of tlie 
troopa and aquadron then in India aa eonld bo 
apared, to execute hia im^rtant project. 

Thia plan a^emed the more feaaihle, aa no great 
force waa thought neceaaary to be kept in tbe-pe- 
ninanla after the total expulsion of tike French and 
the humiliation of the Dutch in diat quarter. n» 
whole force for the land operationa a-¥>^mtffd to 
two thonaand three hundred men, commanded by 
brigadier general Draper, who had been proowted 
to that rank on hia arrival : the naval force ci 



aiated of nine men of war and ftrigatea, beaidea acme 
atore-ahipa. under the direction of > rear-admiral 
Comiah. In three weeka the preparationa for 
forming thia body, and getting ready all the atocea, 
were begun, completed, and the whole shipped 
through a raging and perpetual aurf. 

A ahip of force waa deapatched before the fleet 
through the atraits of Malacca, in order to wateh tiie 
entrance of the Chineae aea,and to intercept what' 
ever veaaela might be bound to Manilla, or aent 
from the neighboaring aettlementa, to give the 
Spaniarda notice of the deaign. The Eaat India 
company were to have a third of tihe booty or ran* 
aom : the government of the conquered oountrr waa 
also to be vested in them: knd the land andaea iorcea 
were by mutual conaent, to ahare between them, 
the aeveral captnrea according to the rules estab> 
liahed in the navy. ■ 

The fleet aailed from Madras the first of August. 
Proper diapoaUiona were made for landing to the 
aoutnofthe town, on die twenty-fourth of Septem- 
ber. The gaxriaon conaisted of eight hundred re- 
gular troopa ; and aa the place waa too extensive 
to be entirely aurronnded by the EngUah anny,.its 
communication was open with tl^e country, wmch 
poured in to its assistance ten dionaand natives, a 
fierce and daring race, aa remarkable for their 
hardiness and contempt of death, as most of the 
other Indians are for their cowardice and eAbanin. 
acy. Had it been the intereat of the Spaniarda te 
have taught them the uae of arma, Manilla would 
have been impregnable. The governor, wlu> waa 
alao the arcfabiahop of the Philippine ialanda, united 
in hia own peraon, by a policy not wholly without 
precedent in the Spaniah coloniea, the ciiil power, 
the command of the forcea, and the ecdeaiaatica] 
dignity. But however unqualified by hia ftrieatly 
character for the defence of a city attadLed, he 
aeemed not unfit for it by his intrepidity and re- 
aolntion. In leaa than two days aB tne defenoea of 
the Spaniarda were completely deatroyed ; and 
they bad no reaource left but in vigorous Mllieo. 

MANILLA AND THE PHILIPPINES 1 AKEK. 
Genxkal DBAPaa therefore took the most ef- 
fectual meana for carrying the place 4>y aaaault. 
The governor retired into tne citadel ; but aa iStmt 
idace waa not tenabto, he aoon aurrendered at db- 
cretion. Ihe humanity and generoaity of the Bri- 
tish commanders saved the town from a general 
and Justly merited pillage. A ransom of four mil- 
lions of ddUars was jpromised for this relaxation of 
the laws of war. It was stipulated, at the same 
time, that all the other fortified places in the island, 
and in all the islands dependeot on its government, 



\*luch waa considerably more than had ever before should alao be surrendered to his Britannic majest>. 
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Tha wlMle raoge of 6ie PhOlppiiiM iUl with tiM 
cttv of Manilla. 

A TaiuaMe addition was laade to this conqooit» 
and a ffvah woond was giTen to the onemy by a 
■mall part of tlie rictoriooa fleet. Duiiaf tho sleffe, 
admiral Comiah receiyed tatelHfcnoe by tho cap- 
toro of an adTJco ship, that the galleon from Aca- 
palcQ was anived at the straits which fonn the en- 
trance into the archipeJago of the PIkilippines. Two 
ships of the sqaadron, tlie Panther msn of war and 
the Argo frigate were immediatdy despatched in 
qaest of her. Ttaey were oot six and twenty days, 
wlien the Argo, in the erening of tlie thirtiedi of 
October, diseorered a safl, whidk they did not doubt 
to be vhe same they looked for. Just as the two 
■hip& in oompany were approaching their «rf^ect, 
the Panther was driren by the rapidity of a eoonter 
eurrent among shallows and obliged to cast anchor. 
The Argo escaped the daager, orertook die galleon, 
and began a hot engagement with her, which oon- 
tinaed nr two hours. Bnt the IMgate was so nn- 
eqwilly matched and so rongfaly receiTed by the 
Spaniard, that she was obliged to desist, and to 
bnng to m order to repsir her damage. In this 

Siose of action the current slackened ; and the 
anther, by stnmoous exertion, and judicious man- 
agement^ got under sail with the galleon in si^t, 
4nd a^ut nine the next morning got up to her. It 
was not until she .was battered nr two nonrs, with- 
in half mnsqnet shot, tiiat she stnuk. So ofastinato 
a resistanGe« with rery little actirity of qppositkio, 
surprised Ike RngHsh. In her flrst engageoMrnt 
with the Argo, this galleon mounted only six guns, 
though she was pierced for sixtr. She had but 
thirteen in her engagement with the Pantiier. Bnt 
aha was a huge vessel lying like a mountain in the 
water; fmd t^ Spaniards trusted entirely to the 

of her sides, not altogether 



without reason, for the shot m^e no impression 
upon any part, except her upper works. Another 
■nloect of surprise occurred after she strudi. In- 
stead of the American galleon, as was expected, re- 
tumittg with the treasures of Mexico to the Philip- 
pines, she proTod to be that from Manilla bound 
to Acwpulco. She had proceeded a.oonsiderablo 
way on her royage, but meeting with a hard gale 
of wind in the great South'Sea, she was <Usmasted, 
and obliged to put back to refit. Thonah the caj^ 
tors were disappointed in their hopes of a ship full 
of silrer, their prise was of immense ralue, her 
earn in rich merrshandise being worth more ttian 



FAILURB OP AN EXPEDITIOK AGAINST 
BUENOS AYBE8. 

KoTaiae oonld reflect greater honour on the 
wisdom and rigour of tiie administration, under 
whose auspices so many important enterprises were 
carried into tfect in dmerent quarters of the globe, 
than tike signal success which almost erery where 
attended them. Only one expedition of inferior 
momont, diled during tho whole campaign ; and 
Hiat frJIure was not owing to the temerity of the at- 
tempt, but to an unfortunate acddeut which could 
not nare been guarded against by any stretch of 
human foresight. The circumstances attending it 
were equally melancholy and unexpected. 

It was adeemed expedient to encourage some 
prirato adTonturers to add to the other operations 
against so extensiire a sphere of commerce, an at- 
tack upon the colony of Buenos Ayres in South 
America. The conquest of this place was doobly 
desirable, as it would aflbrd great secmity to the 
Portaguese settlements, and prure, at me same 
time, an excdlent stotion for fortiier entenirises 
agidnst the dominions of Spain upon the South- 
Seas. The Portuguesei tbextmre, being no less in- 
terested than the Eni^ish in the issue ot this un- 
dertaking, readily concurred to promote its snccem. 
The embarkation was made Arom the Tagus, on the 
thirtieth of August, and the force consisted of three 
stout frigates, and some small armed Tessels and 
store-ships, with fire hundred troops on board. 
They bad ior their commander captain Macnamara, 
an ofllcer of courage and experience. Their royage 
to the mouth of tlus Plato was expeditious and far- 
ourable. They arrived there on the second of 
NoTomber; but no sooner had they entered that 
vast rirer titan Ihej were attacked by a violent 
s^orm attended with thunder and lightoing. The 
liver itself is shoaly, and ito navigation dangerous. 



The Spaniards were also flnmd better armed and 
better.preparad for resistance than was expected, 
having even acted on the offensive widi succem, and 
tokien, some time before, the Portaguese setde- 
ment of Nova Golonia, in which they found a very 
great booty, and a large quantity of mflitary stores. 
On this view of things, the adventorers consulted to- 
gether, and. after delUieration, Judged it necessai^y 
to begin wim the recovery of Nova Golonia, before 
they made any attack upon Buenos Ayres. An 
Enghsh pilot, who knew the place and river, under- 
took to carry the commodore's vessel into the har- 
bour, and within pistol shot of tibe enemy's princi* 
f»al battery. They advanced to the attack with the 
uDest confidence of victory, and began a fierce fire 
which was qoiekly returned and supported, on bodi 
sides, for four hours with uncommon resolution. 
The Spanish batteries were almost silenced^ when. 
Just as their success seemed certain, the ship by 
some unknown accident took fire. The same mo- 
ment dBscoverod the flames and toe impossibility of 
extingmshing them. The scene of horror and con- 
fusion toat followed is undescribable. The commo- 
dore was drowned ; and of three hundred and forty 
souls, only seventy eight In aU escaped. The other ? 
vessds of the squadron, for tnm bemg able to yield ' 
may assistance to the suflerers, were obliged to get 
oflT as expeditiously as they could, lest they should 
have becm involved in the same fote. Als they had 
also received some damage in the action, it was 
witii great difficulty thAt they made good their re- 
treat to the Portaguese settlement at Rio do Janeiro. 

DISASTERS SUSTAINED BY SPAIN AND 

FRANCE. 

As this was tiie only cheek which Great Britain 
met with in the career of conquest, so it was the 
only little triumnh that Spain enjoyed after a con- 
tinual series of uefeats and disasters. In toe course 
of one year, she saw herself stripped of the most 
valuable of her distant possessions : her ships of . 
war, her merchant-men, her treasures, had every 
whCTe become the prey of a watohfol, active, and 
irresistible enemy: the intercourse between the 
mother country and her remaining colonies was al- 
most totally cut off: Such were the firuits of her 
treachery to Great Britain, — such the consequences 
of her yielding to the artful and self-interested sug- 
gestions of Fnnoe. 

France had as little reason to exult in toe success 
of her intrigues at the court of Madrid. The Bour- 
bon confederacy served only to involve boto powers 
in the same distresses. The attempts in Germany 
and Portugal, where their fondest hopes lay, ended 
in toe most morticing disappointment. The loss Of 
Martinico and its dependencies was a severe blow 
to France. So far from being able to make any at- 
tempts to regain those islands, she had it not in 
her power to send out a suflicient force to secure 
toe only lettlemento that still rematoed to herfttim 
sharing toe same fote. Her navy was so much re- 
duced^ that she could only spare very small squad- 
rons for any undertaking : and she was fireqnendy 
obliged to trust to single frigates and transports 
for the conveyance of re-inforcemento to St. Do- 
mingo and Louisiana. These seldom escaped toe 
valance of toe British cruisers. Her merchant- 
ships were, for toe same reason, lefr equally expos- 
ed. A detail of all toe single captures made upon 
her trade would be endless. She lost at one time, 
a fleet of twenty five sail, richly laden wito sugar 
c«tfee, and indigo, which had token their departure 
from Cape Francois for Europe, under convoy of 
^our frigates. Five of toe merchant-men were sur- 
prised and taken in the night by some privateers 
of New York and Jamaica. Next day commodore 
Keppel foil In wito toe remainder, and having cap- 
tured them and toefar convoy, sent the whole into 
Port-royal harbour. 

ATTEMPT TO BURN A BRITISH SQUADRON. 

Iv Prance was tons incapable of defending her- 
self at sea, it was not likely that her offensive 
operations on toe same element could be very 
vigorous or formidable. She made some attempts, 
however, whidt proved ultimately fruitless. Two 
of them deserve notice. Ilieolgectof toe first was 
to bum the British ships of war at anchor fa 
Basque-road, where they were stationed to watch 
toe coast of Britonny, and Brest harbour in parti- 
f cnlar. The enemy prepared three fire vessels. 
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wbioh iMiDf duined tofa&ar w«ro aiwed out of 
tfie port, mod Mt on Are, with a otraag braeae that 
wafted ttiomdi»OGfl|r towards tbo Bagluli dqiiadroB. 
Tlinnif h hurry, aiatake, or aoddent, two of then 
Uew up with a tonriblo andooiou ; and erwy per- 
■on on hoard periahed. Too wind, alao, Maddmly 
•hifttnff, droTO them dear of the ■faapa which thoy 
were intended to destroy. Had they been manafed 
with the Goofaiesa and intrepidity eo requisite opoa 
•nch occasions, they nucht hafe done sosae execu- 
tion* 

KEWFOUNDLAKD TAKBN BY THE FRENCB. 
BUT RETAKEN. 
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Thi next offensiTO elTort of any nnnneat, 
France made upon the ocean, was directed against 
KewXoundland. Monsiear de Temay, with a squad- 
ron of fonrmen of war^ and a proportionable number 
of land forces under the command of Monsieur 
do Haasonrille, huTing at fint eluded ohservatioa 
In their departure from Brest, and afterwards baf- 
fled pursuit in tiicir voyage cross the Atlantic, wa- 
tered the Bay of Bulls on the S4th of June, and 
landed eome troops without opposition. Raving 
taken possession of an iuconsu£erable settlement 
In that bay, they adraaced to the town of St. John's, 
which bemg in no condition oi def e nce, readQv 
eapitnlated. One company of soldiers, of whka 
the garrison of the fort consisted, were made pris- 
oners of war. This exercise of uieir power was of 
rery short duration. As soon as the news reached 
England, a force was immediately fitted out to re- 
take those places. But the Tigilanoe and actiTity 
of general Amherst, who had the ddef command 
In North America, superseded the necessity of this 
armament. He detached colonel Amherst with a 
body of Ihroes, and lord ColviUe with a small, but 
sumcient squadron, to racerer ttie island. The land 
fbroes attacked sobm detachments of the French 
advantageously posted la the neighbowheed of St. 




John's; and prepared to attack 8t Jolm'e 
with so much vigour and activity, dmt 
d'HaasonviAe. who had retnained oieie as gov« 
thought proper to deliver up that place on 
eighteenth ot September, and to sarrenid^ 
and garrison prisoners of war, befsre lofd CetviOe 
could arrive from the place where the troops had 
been lauded, to u oep eiat e with them. Mo i is i en i 
de Temay escaped with the fleet, partly by having 
gained a consadetufale dbtanoe, by meane of a th&ek 
fog; and partly becawae lord CelviBe, 
hAviag been discovered, did not apprehend 
they really were the ships of the enemy. 



OVERTURES FOR PEACE. 
Thus did all the operations, both naval and mili- 
tary, of the year 1701 remarkably concur to hnuMe 
the piide, and to dash the hopes of the Bouitmn 
ponfedevaey. France was convinoed by woeAil e> 
perienoe, that the poeeeat at least was net the fav- 



ourable tiiM far drawing from tbe fuafly ' 
all the ^vantages with which ahe had vainly lat- 
tored beieelf. Disooncetted in her vmws jf ^vmg 
the law to Otaat Biitain, she now felt hi geed 
earnest those moderate and paciflo emitiineats, 
which she had fMmcriy pralassed, bat Hkm siacenty 
of which was at that tiaw ratlier qi 
Spain, in like amnuer, having suflbred I 
ample, during her short engagmneat in the 
and labouring under the most dreodfid apprehcn- 
sioBS of future misfiMtuBes, keealy repeated of the 
steps she had takea, and wished to recede. As 
every day brought iatelligenoe to both of soaw mor- 
tifying stroke, they did aot wait for the issue of ell 
tim enterprises before related, but endeavoured in 
the begfaiaing of September, to put a stop by eeily 
negotiation to ralassiries, wbidi they forqfaw iSbi 
improbability of averting by war. Happily for 
them, as well «s for the general tranqniUtty,' they 
found the court of Loudon IhvouraUy disposed to 
to their peaoeAil 
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quests in Africa, the East Indies, and Europe— Sacrifice made bp France to the honour of Great BrU 
tain, in suppressing the old Claim on Account of Prizes btforethe Declaration of H^ar—PreUminarie* 
signed bg the BrUish and French Miniaters at Fontainbieau— Disputes concerning the ArtUlesoftha 
Peace— CoalUion between the Duke of Newcastle's and Mr. Pitt's Adherents— Meeting ofParOameni 
—Confiict in the House of Conunons—The SecurUg of our Colonies— Ms^oHtg its Fdvaur qf the 
AddrtMt—Arriaml ^ three Cherokee Chiefs in England, 



- SITUATION OF TH^ BELLIGERENTS. 

THE 4ellMje <hat fmqaantiy took place in ihe 
oofoataa of the tbtmer aefotUlioo, Mid llie pre- 
texts faiaHy •moAm uae of to break it off; form a 
■iriUag eoBtraet, wlMa opjMMed'to the despatch 
with which conoems of eiaXk greater Importanee 
were afterwarda a^fueted, ae moo asAe intentions 
of all partiee lewarde PMc« became cordial and 
oincere. Fmnoe and opain had, indeed, no other 
HIS in e ; and Great Britain herMdf was not so in^ 
toxlealed with soeoeis, as to preisr the con- 
tinnanee ef expensire and Iwnvdoas effbrti to a 
aatisAictoiT termination of hostilities. The senti' 
aunts of me sorereicn, ihe temper of the people at 
tfie time, the state of the nation as whil as or par- 
ties, and many other motims of hmnanity, poucy, 
and patriotism ooncnrrsd to render the minister 
very earnest in dieir advances to the aoconqpliBh- 
ment of so desirable an eloeet. 

In an tlie hing's speeches ts pavUament, he had 
eonstaatly expressed an anxious wish to see tte 
tranqulIlitT of his kingdoms restored ; and had de- 
clared, as oefore taken notice of, that tiie onhr use 
he proposed to make of the adrantages gained orer 
the enemy in war, was to procure for his subjects 
the blMsinn of peace, on safe and hononnMe con- 
ditions. The Iwppy moment was now arrived, 
when the oflbrs made by the hnmbled house of 
Bourbon enabled hism^^esty to demonstrate to the 
world, tfiat those were not studied or deluaire pro- 
fessions, but that he had really spoken the tau 
guage of his Heart. * 

There Is no donbt but that Ihe eonntry, fai the 
midst of aD her successes, had the most urgent oc- 
casion for peace. Though her trade had been great- 
ly angmented, a circumstance without exanq^Ie 
mrourable ; and though many of her conquests 
were not less ralnable than glorious ; yet her sup- 
plies of money, great as they were, mi not ke^ 
pace with her expenses. The supply of men too, 
which was necessary to ftimish the waste of so e&> 
tennre a war, became sensibly diminished ; md 
the troops were not recruited but with some dSA- 
enlty, and at a heary charge. Besides, every end 
that could be radonaUT pn^posed in canyingon the 
war, was answered: ue designs of dm enen^were 
ftmstrated in all parts of the globe : their darmg en- 
croacfaments had been repressed, and such con- 
quests made upon them, as put it out of tiieir 
power to insbt upon any terms but tboaa which 
might be dictated by the moderatfen and generos i ty 
of Great Britain. These strong motives of publM 
policy, for encouraging pacmc proposals, were 
nrUier enforced by other considerations. A change 
m the system of die British ministry had begun 



I ttis war : another change made it expedient to pot 
an end to it. 

' It has been already obe e i ted, tbht the whole 
ootmdl, except lord Toaple, were unanimous ia 
their opposttton Co Pittfs scheme for precipitating 
die rupture with Spain. But their unanimity upon 
that occasion did not imply a perfect coinoldence of 
oninton, er harmony of sentiment In other respectk 
He was net long removed from eAce, before It ap- 
peared that the remaiofog part of the system was 
f raaaed upon vrineiples so verydiseotdan^ Aatit was 
by no means nk^ to stand. The lU>eral ideas of the 
new king's friends, and the exclusive spirit of the 
eld king's ministers, when brought as H were into 
immediate collision, kindled a flame, the violence of 
which was not to be easOj subdued by any eiforts 
of hnman sagadty. 

Pitt had originally associated hfanself with the 
tory patriots, and met acquired distinction byop- 
poong the corrupt measures of Sir Robert Wal- 

C>le, tike declared head of the whigs. After the 
tter was driven from tike seat <rf power, FUt oocup 
sionaOy tempo riae d, being sometimes reputed a 
whig, sometimes a tory, tm he got the cUef direo. 
tion of public allhirs, when he indiserfmlnately ea^ 
pl03red persons of aU parties, with equal hoeuMir to 
nisudf and advantage to the state. Stradk with 
sndft an example, that justified in practice die wi»> 
dom, as well as the Hberallty of the king's vfewa^ 
Us m^lesty would have gladly availed ^faw^if of 
Pitt's assistanffe to conipretesonobieadesign;todo 
away all local and party distinctions ; and to estab- 
Bsh a plan of admiaistrMion, whi^ would aflbid 
the most impartial enooaragement to every maa 
of virtae aad abilldes thnmihaut the whole cmpira. 

But his mafesty's hofMS of Pltf a concorreaoe 
were unhappily disappointed. This minister wai^ 
indeed, of no party ; but it was rather owing to a 
defect tfian to any excdleace In his character. 
An Imperioae and unaccommodating disposition 
rendered him incapoUa of actiav aav otherwise 
thaa alone. Placing too great a confidence in the 
superiority of his own genius, he treated the opin- 
ions of others with too fittledelicacy. The want of 
more conciliating manners was a bar to any per- 
manent imion between him and his colleagues la 
offlee. Thus the state was prevented from enjoying 
the Joint fruit of the wisdom of many able men, 
who might mutually have tempered, and mutually 
finwarded* each other ; and Pitt* s extraordiaary t» 
lents became not merely useless, but, upon soase 
occasions, iigurious to his country. 

Soon after the resignation of Pitt, the duka of 
Neweastie, first commissioner of the treasury, grew 
extremely jealous of the earl of Bote's indnsuce in 
the cabinet. This noUemaa eivoyed a very dis- 
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tmgauhed •hare.of his torereign'A esteem and con- 
fidence. His conduct was irreproachable; but he 
was said to be a tory. On this fproimd, therefore, the 
ddke who haa long been considered as the head of 
the whigs, hoped ne conld ruin the credit of his 
riral, by roTi Ytng those factions distinctions, on which 
his own merit principally rested. A load clamovr 
was therefore raised oy the duke's hirelings against 
ttie tory faroorite. bat their malignant efforts 
serred only to rivet ttke king's attachment to the 
olgect of their unmerited obloquy ; and the duhe 
found his own weight in administration daily decline. 
He accordingly thought himself obliged to resign fai 
the latter end of May ; and the earl of Bute was 
immediately placed at Hm head of the treasury. 
Mr. George Grenyille, brother to eail Temple, be- 
came secretary of state in the room of his lordship ; 
and the place of first commissioner at the admiralty 
being racated by the death of lord Anson, that office 
was bestowed on the earl of Halifax, now return- 
ed firom lT«.'land* 

CHANGES IN ADMINISTRATION^. 

Tb B two last appointments were well calculated to 
lessen the unpopularity of the earl of Bute's pro- 
motion. GreuTule's character for inte^^ty and par 
triotism stood as high in public estimation as that of 
his brother, lord Temple ; and, in point of applica- 
tion and abilities, he was certainly his superior. 
Any unfarouraUe impression, therefore, which 
might be made by ibe resignation of the one, ought 
naturally to have been efibced or counteracted by 
the other's acceptance of an eflice under the new 
minister. The earl of Halifax had acquitted hun- 
self in a rarietr of public employments with great 
applause. Sucn were the men, whom the earl of 
Bate was desirous of haTing associated with him hi 
office ; and it is not^ perhaps, the least of his praise, 
that aJl the vacancies which happened in the mgher 
departments of tbe state, during uis adnunistration, 
were uniformly filled by men of reputatlbn and 
abiUttes. 

The earl of Bute also thought it sound policy, in 
conformity with the system of liberal comprehension 
alreadY explained, tp attempt a coalition with the 
great oody of tlie tories, or country centlemen of 
ancient fuojlies, who were able to yield him effec- 
tual support. They readily came into his measures ; 
and as they had long been excluded from any share 
in the management of the state, they were now 
doubly aealous to show themselves wnrttiy of the 
confidence of their king and country. Their efforts, 
however, were as vigorously opposed by the dis- 
contented party. 

Whilst the nation was thus distracted by violent 
cabals, the conduct of a war became difficult ; its 
continaance unsafe; and its supplips uncertain. 
If the administration failed, their taUiire wooJd be 
imputed te incapacity : if they sqcoBoded, their suc- 
cess would be converted into an argument for such 
terms of peace, as it would be impMsible for them 
to procure. Above aB, the ancient and known con- 
nection between the chiefs of the monied faiterest 
and the principal persons in the opposition, must 
have been a subject of great anxiety to the mmiatry. 
Those motives cooperated to render them most 
heartily inclined to peace. 

The Bourbon coarts and that of England thus 
concurring in the same point, all diAcutiea were 
speedily smoothed. Accordingly, on the fifth of 
September, the duke of Bedford set off for Paris, 
with the character of ambassador and plenipoten- 
tiary from the court of England, to negotute a 
peace ; and on the twelfth of the same mouth, the 
duke of Nivemois arrived in London, with die like 
commission from the French court. 

NEGOTIATIONS FOR PEACE. 

VxKT Uttle time was spent in adjusting tbe out- 
lines of the treaty, or explaining the principles on 
which it was to proceed. The negotiators seemed, 
in some measures, to assume as a basis those points 
which were nearest to a settlement in the treaty of 
1761 ; and to commence where that transaction con- 
cluded. The spirit of the two negotiations, so far as 
regarded the peculiar interest ofGreat Britain, was 
almost perfectly similar. There was scarcely any 
other diSerenoe than that Great Britain, in conse- 
quence of her successes since that time, acquired more 
fhan she then demanded. With regard, indeed, to 
some of her allies, the principle of the two treaties 
was greatly varied ; but this change was sufficiently 
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Justified by the alteratton wfalcft happened In fbm 
aAics of Germany, during the inter?al between 
both. Those, wlio conducted the negotiatioa ia 
1761, were steady in rejecting every propc 
which they were not left at faberty to aUL 
of Prussm with the whole force <» great 
those, who concluded the peace in 176S, paid-leas 
attention to the ambitions or Interested views of tliat 
monareh, though they did not neglect his safety. Alt 
the beghining of the year, and before they had enter* 
ed into this negotiation, they refused to renew Aatt 
article of the annual treaty, by which his Britannie 
nu^esty woidd have been engaged to oondode ne 
peace without tbe king of Prussia ; ttiongh, at the 
same time, they declared themsdves williiEig to as- 
sist him with the usual subsidy. He, on Us part, 
refused the subsidy unconnected with that article ; 
and a coolness was supposed to take place.betwc 
both courts for some time after: 

The adijnstmcnt of affairs in the empire did 
form any material obstruction to the progress of thm 
treaty. Both parties readily agreed to withdraw 
themselves totally firom the German war. They 
thought, and rightly, that nothing could tend so 
much to give peace to Itheir respective allies, aa 
mutually to withdraw their asadstanoe from them ; 
and to stop that current of English and French 
money, which, as long as it ran into Germany, woidd 
be sure to feed a perpetual war in that country. 

When the former negotiation was on foot, the 
affairs of the king of Prussia were at the lowest 
ebb : he was overpowered by the .whole we^ht of 
Austria, of Sweden, of ttio empire, and of Ru 
as determined as ever in her enmity, and then 
cessful ; to say nothing of Prance. It would have 
been ungenerous, on the part of Great Britain, to 
have deserted him in that situation. Bat, at the 
time of making the last treaty, the condition of hie 
affiurs was absolutely reversed. He had got rid of 
the most powerful, and one of the most implaoafale 
of his enemies. He had also concluded a peaed 
with Sweden. The treaty itself freed him from all 
apprehensions of France. He had, dken, none to 
contend with, but a w^miwai army of the empire^ 
and one of Austria, wltieh, thuu^ something more 
than nominal^ was wholly unable to oppose his pro* 
gress. His situation from being pituble, wa» be- 
come formidable. It was, perhaps, good policy to 
prevent the balance of Germany from being over, 
turned to his -prejudice : it would have been th^ 
worst in the world to overturn it injiis favour. 
These principles stiffideatly explain and justil^ the 
British ministry for so remarkable a change in Ukafar 
behaviour towards the king of Prussia. 

The conduct of France upon both those ocoasioDs 
may be accounted for, nterly in the same manner. 
She had very justly excepted to the demand of the 
evacuation of Wesel, Cleves, and Gueldres, when 
made by Pitt in the first negotiation ; because he 
refused to put an end to the German war. In this 
last treatv, the French assented without hesitation 
or difficmty, to the very same demand ; because we 
afnreed, in common witn them, to be neutral in Hm 
disputes of the empire; the other contending 
powers, being left to themselves, soon torminatea 
their differences. i 

As tbe Boutbon confederacy had no pretext for 
the quarrel with Portugal, but the advantages 
which Gteat Britain derived, from her friendly in- 
tercourse with ttiat country during the war, thtf* 
article relating to his most faithful mj^estT did not 
admit of the least altercation. Any of his tenf. 
tories or possessions in Europe, or in any odier 
part of the globe, which had fallen into the handa 
of the French and Spaniards, were to be evacuated 
by their -troops, and restored in the same condition 
they were in when conquered. 

After the concerns of the allies were provided 
for, the most important part of the treaty still re- 
mained, which was to adjust every thing that related 
to the settlemeuta and commerce of Great Britain 
and of tbe Bourbon courts. Tbe circumstance, 
which so much impeded this adjustment in the 
preceding negotiation, was the intervention of the 
claims of Spain. The attempt of the Bourbon 
powers to intermix and confound their affain at 
that juncture, had a share in making the war more 

Seneral : on this occasion it had a contrary effect. 
ls the whole was now negotiated together, it faci- 
litated tbe peace, by affording easier methods of 
regulating the system of compensation. andfnmisb> 
ing more largely to the general fund of equivalents. 
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nyMly tfiA IIm meI|^iniI oraM of A# 
th« itahHihiniint q# prod— b<wmd» 
in AaeiicA. lUs wm tterafwa the very flnt 
potet to bo now ottendod to; and it mat tie o^ 
■Offfodt tbtit it woo Mttlod nack nwfo OMiunMIyi 
ttaa it promiMd to be la the aogotiatloB of iBbm 
year. Por ^o Fr«a«h» not harlBf aoeer. 



tiioylMd&OMwliieh 
the BtUUk poMOMfano, it 
not^ar in oeilmg Caaada, Imw amch 
ivoDy gaTo ap* DftqpMtOB might bar^ ariaen, an^ 
in feet, didinmediateU ariae apon thio snlgoet. Be^ 
iMea» the woatara ttmitaof the aonthera Biiliak eo- 
loaloa wore not meatioaed ; aad thoae UaUta if are 

:to 



in ikoni tlio aeeda of a 
la the preaent tsea^ it waa ag re e d , 
that a lino dnnm tiaug (he middle of Ike river 
Mtarimlppi, from iti aofaroe to tito fivar Ibervfllo, 
and theaee^alanf the middle of thie xiTor, aad the 
lakeaofMaafvnao and Poatehaitraia, to tim tea, 
aheodd irrereeably fix theboaada of the two natfoao 
in Nortk Ameriou Thia Itee indaded a rory large 
of eoaatrr, which fbnaeriy made a part of 
I addition to what waa properly eaOed 
1 tteae newly aoqiaired teRnoriea o# 
Britaia, wen firaer ealar g ed and oom- 
pletdy roaaded by the rearina of Florida, oa the 
part of SpalB. Jka tlie aorthera boandaiieo had 
been long aiace aettted by the treaty of Utreeht. 
all occasions of Uadtary diamitea aeeaed tobe e^ 
feetaaUy oat off; aad the British poasearioaa ia 
AaMriea weroaa wBlldeincd,aathenatnaefaaeh 
acoaatry coold possibly admit. 

The Newfoaadland flshery waaa aplgect efmaeh 
oontreTeesy. In a cemmeraal Hew it is eertainly 
of great esrtmation : batit has been ooasidend aa 
evea mora amtcrial in a poUtioal Ught. It is a 
graad aaiaery of aeamea, and oonseoaeatly oae of 
tte priac^af raaonraea of the maime. acaieely 
aay oliieet ooold be of aaore importaaeo to two aa* 
tiona, wIk» contended Ibr a aoperiority vi aaral 
power. The KngHsh miaiatry daepaind of extiad* 
lag the Frendi entirely Arom the ishery, aad oa- 
dea'TOiired aamnoh as passible to dimiaiah its Talne 
to them. Ia this rmped they IbUowad ttie plaa 
of the former aego tf a ti on , ezeept ttAt aaaae iaa. 
proTomenta wero added. | 

la the int ptaoe, that artide of the tnaty of 
Utrecht was eatahUshed, by which the French 
were admitted to flah, and ta dry their ftsh on the 
north-east and north-weot parte of Newfoaadlaad, 
flrom Cape Bonariato to Potat Biehe; and wero ear 
chided from the root of the iaiand. Tbey wero also 
permitted to Ibdi within the Gnlf of SU Lawrence; 
Iiat wldi this liddutiott^— that they shoald not ap* 
nroech within three leagaea of aay of the coetts 
belonging to England. 

The second restriction imposed on the Frendi 
fishery was, that it shoald not be exeroised bat at 
the distance of fifteen loagnes firom thecoests of the 
island of Cape Broton. which waa oeded-to Bag* 
land. In rotnrn tar this,' the Fkench obtained the 
fnll right of tlie saiaU islands of St. Pleiro aad 
lliqa^m. Us most christian m%)ea^ eagagiag aot 
to erect aay fortifications on these Uanda, aor to 
keep moro than fifty aoldiers diero to enforce fbe 
police. In this article the plaa of the fonaer ne- 
gotiation waa parsoed. 

With regard to the pretensione of Spain, she en- 
tirely dMBted from the right she claimed of 
fishing on these coasts. A -moro satiafoictery, or 
more oncqaivocal expression shoald, and andonb^ 
ediy woold have been insisted apoa, if it had been 
of any great conseqaence, in what teraw a right 
was renonnced, which for a lona time had aever 
been exerciaed. The claim itself waa almost as oh- 
solete as that of the Ubg of ^gland to the domia. 
ions of France. The British mmistry laid Tory lit. 
tie stress on sach a trifle ; bat they sofifcred it to be 
thrown, as a sort of make-weii^W into the scale of 
Spanish sacrifices. "> 

When the affairs of the West Indies came to be 
aettlcdy thoogh they caosed groat difference of 
opinion among the pabUc, tfiey did aot a o em to 
raise any considerable diiaonlty ia the negotiation. 
There £n|^and had made great conqoests, aad 
tiiero also she had made great ronrrssions. She 
restorod to France the isUads of Martiaico, Gaada. 
lenpe, and Harigalante, beiddte an aminiaienl^ or 
aarreuderoftke neutral island of St. Lada. Of 
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her.late acMMtfoae aha only vetaiMd Douiaica, 
IMage^ St. yhieentfs» and the Orenades. To the 
three former she had an old ckdm, wUdi waa now 



to her in fall right. 
Am the iatdigeaoe of the aneoeea oTliie Britlih 
at dm HoTannah had arrrred befora die aet- 



tlemont of this pert of tbo treaty rolatlTe to die 
West Indies^ it was ia order to obtain the reslora* 



tioa of that ralaable eonqaest, that Spaia agreed to 
some artielee beforo eaaoMrated. naasely^ die era* 
eaatioa of aU coa qa ests made epea Fortaipd, or 
hev fineiga oohmiee; die neseinn of Florida, widi 
the finrti oi St. Aogostiae aad Peasacoia ; the re* 
aandariea of dM iighC to the Newfoaadbnd fishery; 
mid. teadditieB to theae, Sya ia also co aseated not 
to Astnrb die BngUsh In dielr oocapatiou of catting 
logwood in tlw bay of Nondnraa, and to permit 
tkem to baUd ho as e s tiiero fbr the ooaTeaieney of 
their trade. It was sdpalaled, hewerer. in thfa last 
grant, that they shonid demoliih dieir fordicatloaa 
oa that coast, as a tack askaewledgment, that the 
pririleia tlwy were now saHwed to enjoy wea aot 
faandad apon right, bat d e airod frsmforouK 

la Africa* O s ree waa l eat w e d to France^ and 
Senegal remalaed to Great Brilahi. In the Beat 
Indies, all tbelhctariflk and setdeoaai 
Ike Frenefa ainee the beginning of the 



■irea ap ta theas, oa coaditlen of their engaging 
mtke first place, not to eroetany fotta, nor to keep 
any nandier of soldlera whatMiever ia the proviaee 
of Bengal ; aad seooadly, to aeknewledge the reigao' 
iag saoaa of Beagal, Deeaa, aad the Camatiebaa 
dm lawf ol severevpM ef t hes e eovntriea. In jBo. 
rope, MincBva and BeUeide wero to he l eatoted to 
tkeirformer peesesaon; and the fortifieatfons and 
harbear of Dankirk wero to be demoMahed, agrea- 



aUr to the atipalationaof fimmr trcatlee. 
Ikero waa one artide totally oadtted in <heprea- 
renly, dmaah ithadbeeathe sak$eotof die 
warm aad entlaate eoatroversy ia dm finmer 



aegotiatioa. This waa the readtntian of the nrinea 
by Bneland prerioos to the declaration of 
On dim pdnt. the nrfaisters of the two 
appealed at that tiam eoadly podttre, the 
oae to demand, the other to reiase sad^a reatitn- 
tfoa. It was, indeed, fanpoariWe, for the ftirmer to 
raUnqaiah, or for dm latter to admit the clafaa, 
withoat briagiag acme reproadi oa their roqmedTW 
g oror am eats. Frapee ooaldaot aew make agreater 
sacifflee to the hoaonr of Great Britaia ia the eyea 
of all Banpe, dnn by passing over dmt matter in 
totd sileace. 

Bat if the haaoar of the Britidi crowa waa oon- 
adted with so mnch deUcacy ia tlfo rery ^spatable 
afihir, the foars of dm Bourbon coorta were not 
lem effectually roaorod by anotter ardde, whick 
adpalated, that die coaqaests aot iadnded in the 
treaty, dther aa ceashms, or resdtudoas, should 
be gtren ap wilhoat eompeitsatiea. France and 
Spam knew themsdres exposed in ahnoet erery 
qaartor: they had ao aramaMat oa foo^ Ihmi 
which the? could expect any cons i d er able advfa- 
MreM the British adaiatry had great 
to hope, that the fanportant expoAioa 



against the Phiiroiiinea eoald not foil of 

Tnereduetion of Manilla had aetaally takea place ; 
but the news, theaili coareyed widi extnerainary 
despatch^ did not reach Ikiglaad tiUtte April fet 
lowing. 

pkelucinaribs of PBACB SIGKBD« 

SooH wero the chief artidea of a.troaty whidi 
pat an end to the most sanguinary aad oxpendTo 
war in which Great Britain had eivor been engaged. 
Bat, to her hoaonr, it mast be added that her pf- 
forts had not, ia aay contest^ beea erer crowned 
with greater glory aad soccem. The proUmiaariea 
wero sigaed by die British end Freach nUnistera 
at Foataihbleau, the tliird of NoTcndier; and the 
twenty4barth of the saam month, the duke of Ml. 
TornoJs, who had been employed in the negotia. 
don at the coort of London, as am b a s s ad o r extraor 
dinary and plenipotentiary firom the moat christian 
kfaig, made a sp!eech to his Britanpfc m4eety on 
die 



fiat howerer highly the Froach ^mhaseador 
might estimate the Ueasini 
of England wero Tory ma< 



Inga of pe ac e , the people 
idi divided hi their seatft> 



kta respeedag the merile of the treaty. . 

clash of ooBtendug faitereats aad opinions excited 
thraaghoat tke Uagdan the BMwt violent heats 

F 
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wluch wmn Mown Intb « oombvatioa hj vrmry art, 
•ad every iiutniment of party, diat liad erer pi07* 
ed eflbctoal apoo liiiiQar oocaatooa. 

CHANGES IN THE CABINET. 

Iff llie oooTM of thoM political lowtllctt, and par- 
ticularly after tbe ngning of the preKminariee oad 
been formally announced to the pabUc,aoiBe eilhrti 
'Were naed tobringaboat'a coalition between the 
duke of Newcastle and Mr. Pitt, who bad hitherto 
kept aloof from each other, at the head of their re. 
•pecdTe adherents, lliey were not §o irrecon6ile> 
able, so completely hostile to one another, aa each 
of diem was to the earl of Bate. Common enmity 
^erefore united the two parties ; and they joined 
their endeaTOura to persuade the people, that the 
parliunent would never ratify, or, at least, pass 
orer without heary cenanre, the oondiclona of a 
peace so inadequate to the snceesaes of the war, so 
iur bdow the just expectationa of the nation. 

The ministnr, thus threatened by a fonnidable 
oppoaitioa, did not fail to take the moat eflecftual 
atopo for secuxina the approbation of the legislature, 
if r. Fox was emmently naeful to them on thia oc- 
casion* Though he continued in his old place of ^ 
pay master, he undertook to conduct the aflkirs of 
Corernment in the house of coumens, for which no 
man could be better quaiifled. George Gtenrille, 
whose employment would naturally bare engaged 
him in that task, rengned the seals of secretery ef 
state, and was appointed first lord of the admiralty. 
Tbe earl of Haliikx had vacated his seat at the head 
of this board, in order to accept of GrenTille's plaoe, 
as joint secretary with the earl of Bgremont. This 
■exchange, as it may be called, was made in order 
to give full scope to Mr. Fox's talents, with which 
the useftil parliamentary duties of a secretary of 
state, if a commoner, might in some degree inter- 
iare. Other arrangements were also made, and 
almost the whole landed interest was found to be 
well affected to the meaanres of adminbtration. 

PARLIAMENT MEETS, DISCUSSIONS ON 
THE PEACE. 

Whii.1 the most vigorous preparationa were 
tkoB making by both parties for a trial of strength, 
the parliament met on the twenty-fifth of Novem- 
ber ; and the session war opened by a speech firom 
liismi^ty. 

In answer to this speech, each house prepared 
an address, containing general compliments of con- 
gratulation on the approadi of peace, and on the 
birth of the prince of Wales. 

That part of the public, which had been flattered 
with the hope that the peace would be severely 
censured by parliament, was totally disappointed, 
when the prelimioary articles came to be taken into 
coosideraaon by both houses. The opposition in 
the lords waa feeble, and the house did not divide, 
but approved of the preliadnaries, without any 
qualification or reserve. 

Hie triumph of the minister in the commons waa 
net so easily obtained. The chancellor of the ex- 
chequer had laid a copy of the preUminary artidea 
before the house on the twenty-ninth of November, 
and on the ninth of December they were taken into 
eonsideratlon, and the house waa moved Co concur in 
an address to his nu^ty expr ess ive of tteir appro-' 
batkm of such advantageous terms. Thia motion 
was made by Fox, who took the lead in support of 
the peace, and waa strongly resisted by Pitt, at the 
head of the few who disapproved af the conditions. 

Hie first article which the eensurets of the peace 
attacked waa the rmulalion of the cod fishery. 
They compared it with what had been proposed In 
the former treaty. « At a time," they said, ** when 
Great Britain had not half so much right as at 
pra aa ut to preaoribe terma to her enemies, she only 
nenaented to give n]rone small ishmd, that of St. 
Pierre, as a abetter to the French fishing boats, and 
with indispenaaMe «estrictions. If tiiese were 
deemed expedient in tiie cession of one island, they 
were doubly tteceosurv in the cession of two. But 
Botiiiuf coud justify the absolute, unconditional sar- 
rander of St. nenre and of Miquelon, which would 
enable France to recover her marine, and by de- 
■reea to acquire the beet part of a fishery, from 
whtoh afae ou^," aa tiiey aileged, *' to hare been 
etttfrely exoMtod." 

In reply to tida, it was asaerted, " that France 
would never Imve afireed to a total dereliction of 
the ilriiery: that the eesskm* ou her part, ef the 




troopa ia^ exeept 



Isles of Cape Bretoo, and.St lolui to 
more than an equlvaleat to the shidt 
of St. Pierre andr Miquelon, which she 
lowed to fortify, nor to keep any troc 
such a small number aa were oarely i 
enforce the police." 

But the restitution of the oonquests^partieulaiir 
of those which had been made in tbe West Indiat^ 
was the object of the severest and meet Teheasoot 
censure. ** The autliors of such an infhmoos and 
imi»rovident treaty," said.tbe opponents of §#»— *«K 
tration, " seem to have lost sight of that great Am- 
damental principle. That France is chiefly, if not 
solely to be dreaded by us in the light of a mnritiase 
and commercial powor. By the faapolitie conoaa- 
aions made to her in the fkahery, and by restocmg 
an her valuable West India islands, we haTe put 
into her hands the means of repairing her prodi- 
giona losses, and of becoming once more focmidaUe 
at aea. Tlie fishery trained up an innumerable 
multitude of young seamen ; and the West India 
trade employed them when they were trained. 



FVance," they obaerved, '* had long since gained a 
decided superiority over us in this lucrative branch 
of commerce, and supplied almost all Europe with 
the rich commodities, which are produced only In 
that part of the world. By thia commerce dia en- 
riched her merchants, and augmented her finances ; 
whilst, from a want of stigar-land, which haa been 
long known and severely felt by England, we at 
once lost the foreign trade, and suffered all tiie in- 
conveniences of a monopoly at home." 

They looked upon theoencessions made to Spain, 
in the same part of the world, as equally unjnstifr 
able. " Florida," tbey maintained, " waa no < 
p e nsation for the Havannah. The Havs jnah 
an important conquest. From the moment it 
taken, all the Spanish treaitures and n^ea in 
America, lay at our mercy. Spain had purch|wed 
the security of all these, and the restwation of 
Cuba also, with the cession of Florida only. It 
was no equivalent. There had been a bargain; 
but the terms were inadequate. They were inade- 
quate in every point, where the principle of 
procity was affected to be introduced." 

They represented the privflege obtained 
Spain, in favour of our logwood-cutters, as too 
certain aod precarious to be considered among tfas 
list of equivalents. " Instead of establishtng," said 
tbey, " a solid right in this long contested trade, we 
have engaged to pull down our forts, and to deatrey 
the only meana of protecting it. What aecuri^ 
have we, that our logwood cutters shall not be 
molested in their naked and defenceless situation T 
The king of Spain's promise! It is not %ords, but 
the power of repelling force by force, that can pre- 
vent hostilities or injustice." 

Tbey condnded their strictures on the autgeet of 
restitutions with asserting that Goree on the coast 
of Africa had been surrendered without the least 
apparent necessity ; that in the East-Indies, diongfa 
the treaty mentioned an engagement for mutual 
restitation of conquests, the restitution was all from 
one side. We had conquered every thing, we retain- 
ednotbing. In Europe, France hadonlyoneconqneet 
to restore, Minorca ; and for this island, we had pvcn 
her the East-Indies, the West Indies and Africa. Bel- 
leiale alone, tbey afllrmed, was a suflkcient equivalent: 

Tbe advocates for the peace defended all thoae 
concessions on the following grounds : 

** The original olgect of the war," said they, "was 
the securityuf our colonies upon the continent of 
America. The danger to which these colonies were 
exposed, and, in consequence of that danger, the 
immense waste of blood and treasure which ensued 
to Great BriUiu, together with the calamities which 
Wjsre, from the same source, poured upon the four 
quarters of the world, left no sort of doubt that it 
was not only our best, but our only policy, to guard 
against all possibility of tbe return of such evila. 
Experience has shown us, that while France poa- 
Bosses any single place in America, whence she 
may molest our settiements, they can never ei^oy 
any rroose ; and, of course, that we are never 
secure from being plunged again into those calar 
mitles, f^om which we have at length, and with ao 
much diAculty, happily emerged. To remoT« 
Pranoe from our neighbourhood In America, or 
to contract her power vrithin the narrowest hmito 
possible was, therefore, the moat capital advantat* 
we could obtain, and was worth purchasing by al* 
most any concession (\)J^ 
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Iliej indited that fLe abtohito wecmity derived 
from thii plaBf inciiided in itcelf an indeBrailica< 
tlon : tbey pointed out the great increase of popo- 
lation in tlioee eoloniea witmn a few year*. Iliey 
showed, that their trade with the mother country 
had oniformiy inoreased with this population. 
North America alone would supply the defieiendee 
of our trade in every other part of the world. 

Having, for tbeae reasons, made very large d^ 
mands in North America, it was necessary to re- 
lax in other parts. France would never be brought 
to any very considerable cession in the West In- 
dies : but her power and increase there could never 
become formidable, because the existence of her 
settlements depended upon ours in North Ajmerica, 
she not being any longer left a place, whence they 
can be supplied with provisions. * 

llieydid not deny the importance of the Havan- 
nah ; but they, at the same time, insisted upon the 
▼aloe of the oUects which had been obtained in re- 
turn for it. The whole country of Florida, with 
fort St. Augustine and the bay of Pensacola, was 
fetf from being a contemptible acquisition. It ex- 
tended the British dominions along the coast to the 
mou^ of the Missusippi : it removed an asylum for 
Ae slaves of the Sn^jush colonies, who were con- 
thinally making their escape to St. Augustine : it 
aflbrded a large extent of improveable tersitory, a 
strong frontier, and a good port in the bay of Mex- 
ico, both for the convenience of trade, and the an- 
noyance of the Spaniards in anv future contest. 
The Uberty and security, which me king of Spain 
engaged to ailbrd to the English logwood •cutters, 
was another material consideration; and though 
the fortifications on the coast were to4>e demolish- 
ed, it did not appear by what odier means a claim 
of such a ;^eoultar nature could be adjusted. " Wo 
never," said they, " set up any pretensions to the 
territory, nor even directly to the produce ; but 
only a privilege of cutting and taking away this 
wood by indulgence. That privilege Is y w con- 
Armed. What more, consistently with reason and 
justice, could we demand Y The right of erecting 
fortiftcatioiis would imply an absolute, direct, and 
exclusive dominion over the territory itself, to 
which we had not even the shadow of a claim." 

Tliey aaked^ whether his catholic majesty could 
have made a fuller or more adequate compensation 
ibr the Uavannah, without dismembering his em- 
pire, or exposing iti commerce to inevitable ruin f 
^' Had Great Britain,** as they argued, *' fought for 
henelf alone, and restricted her effinls to her own 
element, she might have assumed a more peremp- 
tory tone in dictating the terms of the treaty ; and, 
,if they Were not acquiesced in, she might have re- 
eelved to keep all her conquests, and to prosecute 
hostilities to the full accomplishment of her wishes. 
But she was saddled with the protection of her al- 
lies ; and, on their account, involved in a double 
continental war, the expense of which oveibalanced 
all ttie advantages she could derive from the suc- 
cess of her arms. France and Spain had declared, 
in plain terms, that, without the restitution of the 
islands and of the Uavannah, peace coidd be of no 
service to them ; that they would rather hasard 
the continuance of the war, which, in the long run, 
must exhaust the finances and credit of Englaud ; 
and, Sn the mean time, redouble their efforts in 
making an entire conquest of Portugal, which it 
could not be in the power of the British anxiUaries 
toprevent." 

With respe c t to the other cessions, they tlronght 
the rock of Ooree of very Utde consequence, while 
Great Britain retained tiie possessioh of Senegal, 
which gave her tiie command of the chief trade of 
the interior parts of the country. The article whk^ 
related to the East Indies, was, in tiiefr oj^nion, 
perfectiy agreeable to the wishes of the directors of 
the English company ; and did not afford all those 
advant^es to France, which might be imagined at 
fint riew. " If," said tiiey, " we examine mis mat- 
ter closely, we diall find, tiiat our late enemies 
have not gained much by having tiiefr factories and 
. oetUements restored to them : first, because the 
ffDrtifications, erected at a vast expense in all those 
settlements, have been totally destroyed ; and it 
cannot be expected, in ttie present situation of the 
Fhmch company, that they can, in die course <tf 
many years, if at all, rebuild them in the subm 
manner. Besides, they are restrained by an ex- 
press article tmm even making the attenmt in the 
pveriace of BeBfal» and the kingdom of Orixa, or 
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from keeping the least mflitarr ftnve In either. 
Secondly, they have also agreed to acknowledge 
the reiipalng Subos of the chief prorinces in ttie 
Peninsula, as die lawful sovereigns; and these 
princes are all in our interest, as either owing the 
acquisition, or depending for the preservation of 
their power on ^our arms ; by whidh means our com- 
pany Is become, in effect, airblter of that great and 
opulent coast, from the Ganges to Cape C<«iorin, 
and from the same Cape to the mouth of the Indus. 
What important sacrifices, then, have we made in 
the East Indies t And, if the points yielded by 
Great Britain in all other parts of the globe are so 
fully justifiable on the principles of sound and li- 
beral policy, surely, the most wilful perverseness 
will not dare to deny that in Europe the balance 
is considerably in her favour, the island of Minorca 
having been given her in exchange for Belleisle, 
besides obliging France to demolish the works be* 
longing to the harbour of Dunkirk." 

When the house dirided, there appeared three 
hundred and nineteen for the address, and sixty- 
five against it. A committee was appointed 
to prepare it; and on its being reported next 
day, another debate ensued, in wmch nothing new 
was introduced, except a reproach on the ministry 
fof not having insisted on Uie dissolution of die 
fbmOy compact. It wa# not likely, that such an ex- 
travagant and presumptuous idea should have oc- 
curred te them in the course of the negotiation. 
That oompaet, after aB the noise it made m the po- 
litical world at diat time, was nothing more than a 
defnudve alliance between the two branches of the 
house of Bourbon for the mutual guarantee of thefr 
respective dominions, whieh any two nations have 
a nght to contract :' and a mutual concession of 
commercial privileges, witii which every power 
has an undoiAted nght to Indulge Ite alHes, with- 
out giving just cause of offence to any neighbour- 
ing nation. On the twenty^rst of December bodi 
houses a«j(joumed to the twentieth of January. 

THREE CHEROKEE CHIEFS ARRIVE IN 
ENGLAND. 

Public curiosity was soon after amused by the 
arrival of three Cherokee chieCi from South Caro- 
lina, the object of whose embassy was to settie a 
lasting peace with the English nation. They ar- 
rived in May, but had not their first audience of 
the king till the ninth of July. The principal per- 
son of toe three, called Outacite, or Man-kiUer, on 
account of his martial exploits, was introduced by 
lord Eglinton, and conducted by the mester of the 
ceremonies. The king received them with great 
alihbility, and directed that they should be enter- 
tained at his expense. Their behaviour in his 
presence was remarkably decent. They expressed 
no emotions of surprise at any object, however 
curious In its own nature, or seemingly adapted to 
strike the imagination of a savage. This was ac- 
counted for by some people from their total igno- 
rance of our language, and diefr want of means to 
express their sentiments otherwise than by their 

Sestures. But even these would have served to iii- 
ieate, however fanperfecdy, the Impression made 
unon diem by such sights. Thefr indifference to 
all those olgects of novelQr and grandeur was there- 
fore ascribed to a sort of brutal msensibility, which 
seems to be die character of the North American 
tribes in ^[eneral, notwithstanding all the enco- 
minme which some writers have lavished on the 
natural good sense and sagadty of those savages. 
They carried home with them articles of peace be- 
tween his m^lesty and diefr nation, with a hand- 
some nresent of warlike instruments, and such 
other things ae fbey seemed to place the greatest 
value on. 

In vain hare some cynics, as if actuated by a 
wish to degrade thefr own species, drawn laboured 
and disingenuous pa r allels between savage and 
eivHiaed lite. In which they strove to turn the aeale 
in Ihvonr of the former. Such men wrote ftom 
dieir closets, and wrote the dictates of ignorance, 
ailbctation, or malignity. Thefr fhncifm remariu 
want the nebessary Ibundation of facte, or expeii- 
ence, for their support. Every opportunity of in- 
tercourse with the savages of North America has 
shOTPB liHi» te be stimid and unsocial in time of 
peace, and in war capahle only of acto of treachery 
and ferocity. Such were tite impressions made 
upon the minds of tbm most aoonrate observers by 
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Uaed natioiu Traau^mtly pteaento, la ttie aidat af 
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CHAPTER VL 



PkUtMkkml Stmef af Europe at the dose o/Ttke War-^tate o/Ruteia^qf Denmuark—Of Swedm^ 
Tke JOng of PrueMa tmd the Bmpress—fntenuU XMstraetietu of France— ^UvaiUan tff Spain; an4 
Seemittf of Great Britaln^MuMpUed Concerns of tke Etuflieh Govemment-^Plen qfEcorutrnM pur- 
med ba tie MMstere-Seheate of the S^vptieo-^Proposed Stfetem of Finance censured bptheC 
tion— Instructions and PetUions of tke CUjf ^London against tke Cyder Tax— Marl qf Bates 
nation— His Maiestg*s Speeck at tke dose of tke Session— Soate Account qfATr, Wilkes, and of tie 
JAbelentUled •^Tke NortkBritain-^WUkes's Coamitment to tke Tower— Wrtt of Habeas Corpus 
Jar bringing Wilkes before tke Court of Coamon Pleas— He is reuuauted to the 7\wer—His second 
Speech at the Bar o/Ae Court— Mr. Wilkes's Case considered under three Heads bg Lord Cbi^-Jus- 
tke Pratt-^Oowunitment not illegal— Tke Spoci/ication of Passages in tke IMel not necessarg in tke 
Warrant— VaUditg t/ tke Plea ^Privilege ailotped in Cases qf lAbels— Attempts 4o bring about a 
Coalition of Parties— Promotions occasioned bg Lord Bgremoni^s Death— Kin^s Speech at tke Meet- 
ing of Parliament— Meost^ about Wilkes to tke House of Comaums—TTte yortk Briton voted a Libel 
—mikeys Complaint of a Breaek ^ PrioUegOh-Debate on tke atf^oumed Consideration of kis Ms^es- 
tys Message— PUVs Jveeck on tks Surrender of Privilege— Otker Arguments in supporVqf ParUa. 
mentarg Privilege— T%e Besolmtion, " Tkat Privilege does not extend to Libels,** carried in tke Com- 
mons, and concurred inbgtke Lords— Concurrence qf tke Lords in otker Resolutions ^tke Lower 
House concerning the Libel— 71^ Sheriffs obstructed in ftttrntar the^Nertk Briton— Huel between 
Martin and Wilkes— Tke Kin^s Message on tke Marriage^ the Princess Augusta to tke Hereditarg 
Prince (now Duke) ^ Brunswick— Verdict obtained bg Wilkes in the Court of Common Pleas— Lord 
Oti^-Justicefs qpMen on tke JUegality of General Warranto— Proceedings ^ the Commons to ascer- 
tain tke State 4^WUkes*s HeaUk—ms Letter from Paris deemed nugatory, and he himself found 
guilty of a Contempt of tke Autkority ofPa r liam e n t ConoicUd^ being tke Author of tke condemned 
Libel, and expelUd^His •* Essay on Wvsumf* laid brfore the House Chords, wko proceed against 
him for a Breach of Privilege, wkUe he is indicted in the CourU below Jbr Blaspheaui—Tke Ministry 
very kard pusked In tke Debate on General Warrants— New Plan of National Supplies— Rasolutions 
concerning tke American Trside— Bill for restraining Aibusesand Frauds in the Practice ^P^ank' 
ing—^fbseroatiens on General Conasaro Disadssion. 
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SURVSr OP BUROPSAN APFAIBS. 
OON after flio «Iom of m flerce and ftiiBial a 
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aappinoMr-to tbe pimaitM oiiodaatry, geoAim, and 
adeaoe. £v«n the moat anUtioiu among tfaeir ao- 



TereigiM avpeared to be at lenciih ooDvinced, Hurt 
•xteat of aowu^aa waa too deany punteaed l^tiw 
Krea of thomanda ; ttiat aangninary gloi^ iraa 
eqnaUy penuoioiia and conteo^tible ; and iStuA note 
wealth and real power ooald be dtMlred bam the 
honeat endeaToan of fhcdr anl^eola to- enrich thanw 
aelToa, than from making aae of their aervile aaaiat- 
anoe to ptander, deatroy, fit enabtre ethen. In 
ahort, a. cafan and benign peaoe aaemed apreading 
orer thia- quarter of the glahe : and the Intamal 
atate of every conntrv aflSmied the beat pledge Ibr 
the ooatinM&oe and uMroaae of Ita 



RUSSIA. 

RouiA, AoQgh at a diatnnoe fram the flieatre of 
r, had felt ita hATOO in the moat aendble and 
part,— the deor e aae of inhaUtanta. Urn 
partlcnlar aitoatian of the empreaa, alao, cotMnncrM 
with theie motiTee of national poliey to render her 
aTorae to any precipitate qnarraa with her nelgh- 
bowa. She .^eold not look upon heiaelf aa anA- 
denfly aecored firpm do m ea t ic danger to proroke 
the attacka of a fpreign enemy. H 
Ibr aome tiau at Vm^t, that ahe 
▼iawa iolely to>ir own aafiaty^ 

DENMARK. 

Tbb aManlioa «f Denmark, a^ Swadtan ma not 
leaa engroaaed by a||ecti at dommtic concem. ilia 
Daniah maieaty, Kederio V. hsdng 
tied with Koaaia whatarev waa in dbpnte 
Ing the datehy of Holalein, xeamaed hia fon 
aorea for promoting the happineai of hia people, 
and oonTerting, to the moat prodtaUe acoonat,. Hm 
opportonitiea of a friendly intevoenne with .the juir 



tiooaraond Unu Hia deatfi, wUah happenedabont 
thrae yeaia after Hie.peaoe, did not prodnoe any 
chsoge in the ayatem of adminiatration. Ghriatian 
Til. aeemed deainm of treading in his ihther'a 
fo o t a t e p a , or ratfiar of imu w u Jug npon hia padfie 
and beneflcant plana. All bia oooneila were direot* 
ed to the enflonracement of agricoltare, to tha re- 



lief of tlM peaaantry from aome remaining op nr ea 
aiana, and to the moat effeotnal meana of innting 
Ibreign merchanfa to hia porta, aa wall aa of givinf 
new life and iricaor to the o um mero e of hii own 
avhieelB. Hia marriage to the Princeaa Caroline 
Matilda of »»»gi^«»^ waa anoKhor Tory plearing- dr. 
cnmataaoe at that time,, tfiongh it enoed nnlortn- 
aatelj, thaooffhtfae intngnaa, aa it waa aaid, of hia 
atepmofhar, the qneen dowager. Bat Ua piddic 
-aondoet, in tiie.eaay peat of hia reign, appeued to 
be glided by a atdct regard to hia lalher'tf dying 
«My dear ^n,* aaid Aat amiable 
**yoa win aeon be king of a Honriahing 
people ; bat xomaaBber,'that to be a meat maoaroh 
uia ahaolntaly neoeaaarr to be a goad man. Hava 
jnatloe and maroy thereiDre e un at an dy before year 



eym ; and abore all tfainga re i ect , 
hern fcr the weHare ot your eo u nti y , andnetyonr 
oom^tnr eaeated for yonr mere iiiaeliimeiit. In 
abort, £eep to the golden rale of doing aa yoa would 
be dona by ; and whaneirer yon iaaoe an order m 
a anwanigii, ■»•«■*«»* how mac yon woald be wS. 
ling to obey aaoh an oidar, had yon been a aaliiect 



SWEDEN. 
Tab gmdme at the Swedea had too lang 
imned to arma. Daaded by the aplendear of occa. 
aional, bat ejUraoedinary anoeem, titer had f an cie d 
ihemaelTea bom only to eenqner, and to regviare 
fliedeetfaidMof ennirea. The hopeofpinaderhiid 
been onited to the love of glory. It required the 
eqperienoe of a oentvry and a half to andeoeiTO 
them in their frJae notiona of grandeor, end tooon- 
vinoe them diat their nataral poverty wm not to be 
lemediad by martial axplolti. The exbaoated atate 
of tfw kingdom, the low of farmer oonqoeata, the 
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cleratkm of Roarfa, AA Om ii««r example of Da^ 
nieh industry, made them aennble that it waa time 
for tiiem to lay aside the military character, and to 
betalte theDwelrea to the vaefal arts. Peace was 
becoiDe the wish of the whole nation; and their 
king favoured this rational propenaityf not only 
from a just perception of its adrantaaes, bvt from 
being constantly harassed by factions m die senate, 
and by the jealousy or intrignes of his enemies at 
home, without seekinjir abroad for othen to contend 
with. 

PRUSSIA. 

With regard to the king of Prussia, after having 
exbansted all the resources of his genius in the 
coarse of a long and dreadfUl litmggle, toward the 
eleoe of which his salration was entirely owing to 
an incideot beyond the reach not only of human 
foresight, but of hope itself, it was not probable 
that he would be Tery forward again to commit his 
a&irs, so nuraculonsiy preserred, to the chances of 
war. The empress queen, on her part, had as little 
temptation to disturb the general tranquillity. 
Since she fiiiled to reduce Silesia, «r eren to re- 
corer tiie smallest partide of her losses, with such 
an exertion of her own strength, and with such an 
alliance as nerer was seen uxuted before, she must 
hare been satisfied of the folly and madness of re- 
newing the calamities, with which Germanj had, 
for the last six years, been unceasingly afflicted. 
To this consideration wss i|so added her natural 
desire to settle her numerous offsprina, and parti< 
colarly to secure the archduke JosephTi succession 
to the imperial diadem, by haTing him proTioosly 
elected king of the Romans. She hersetf had ex- 
perienced the difflcnlty of estebllshing the claims 
of Urth, eren under the sanction of assenting 
powers, at the death of her fatiier, who left no 
aaale imue. It was therefore necessary to behxTo 
in the most conciliating manner towards the elec- 
tors, in order to prerent any opposition to the 
choice of her son. In consequence of her prudent 
policT, he was crowned at rranckfort, the third of 
April 1704 ; and, the year after, on the death of his 
father, he ascended the throne with as little noise 
and bustle as if it had been hereditary. 

FRANCE. 

Ik France, the preralence of fnteflor dissentions 
afbrded some faitner plednes of her external inof- 
fiensiTeness. The king of France had hardly put 
•n end to foreign hootuities, when he was engaged 
in a coutest umoet as perplexing with hb own 
parliaments. These parliaments, according to their 
original constitution, were supreme courts of jus- 
tice, and had no share in the other concerns of 
Kremmcnt. But since the meetings of the states 
d been laid aside, the parliaments became in 
foct the only guardians of the righta of the nation ; 
and though they did not deny that the whole legis- 
latiTe as well as execntiTe power resided in the king, 
yet tfiey contriTed a method of controlling the 
crown in the exercise of both, and of interposing 
tiieir authority in erery matter of religion, of civU 
police, of revenue, audi even, in some instances, in 
matters of state. Am no edict, or arret, had the 
force of law, till it was registered by them, they 
graduallj assumed the liberty of suspending the 
registry for some time, and of remonstrating against 
the measure, if unpopular or oppressiTe. "nie court 
often found it expedient to act with seeming conde- 
scension, tin the parliaments, encouraged by suc- 
cess, carried their resistance to creater lengths. 
Soon after the peace, the king issued an edict for 
the continuance of some taxes which were to have 
ended with tlie war, and for imposing new ones. 
Some regulations were made in like manner for 
enabling the crown to redeem its debts at twenty 
years purchase of their then produce, which was 
very low. The parliaments considered those edicts 
as Burdens on flie people, and as violations of the 
public iitth. Without any previous concert, they 
an resolTed on the most strenuous opposition, end 
detennined to take this opportunity, not only of 
frustrating the immediate plans of despotism, but 
of setting up their own authority at so high a point, 
as to prevent an abuses of the same kind in future. 
They peremptorily refused to register the cdieti, 

4 preparea remonstrances, in wmch the language 



of lair argument derived irresistible force and ani- 
mation mm the spirit of manly freedom. [See nete 
A, ai the end ^ tMe Vet,} The court was alanned. 



yet did not tamely give up Uie point. Gorreim 
were sent down into the sereral provinces with or- 
ders, in the king's name to enforce obedience* But 
the parliaments, rather provoked than terrified by 
such proceedings, issuea arrets for seising and iai^ 
prisoning any of the guvemors who dared to be> 
come Che instruments of arbitrary power. In abort, 
a civil oouTuIsion seemed almost inevitable, when 
the kin|^ thought proper to compromise the dispute; 
and hom that moment it was erident, that aniLnsh 
attelapt of Lewis to embroil himself witfi his neigh- 
bours, and consequently to increase the burdens 
of bis subjects, would endanger the orerthrow of 
the French monarchy. 

' SPAIN. 

As to Spain, the wounds she had lately rece i ved 
were so deep and so dangerous, that a great deal 
of time and the utmost care were necessary to heal 
them. She could not want any fresh proofs of the 
ruinous consequences of pride, treachery, and pre- 
cipitance. As she also remained under the influ- 
ence of French councils, there wss the strongeM 
reason to beUere, that as long as France found It 
her interest to eoatinne punctual in the obserraaos 
of tlie peace, Spain would not take any step to 
violate it. Thus Great Britain had little to appie- 
pend from the turbulence of the German powen, 
or from the intrigues of the house of Bourmm, es> 
pociaUy as her moderate demands, and her gener- 
ous concessions in the late treaty, could huTe left 
no just causes of irritation to rankle in the breasti 
of her humbled enemies. 

GREAT BRITAIN. 

BoTp while the aspect of ttm great political bo- 
dies of Europe was so perfectly favouraote towards 
each other, the British goremment nerer felt 
greater occasion, than in the midst of this surround- 
ing tranquillity, for the exertions of its TigOance 
and wisdom, to extinguieh the flames of a new war, 
which suddenly burst oat from the ashes of the for- 
mer, with most of the sarage nations in America; 
to regulate the distracted affairs of the East Indle«; 
and. abore aU, to defeat at home the designs of the 
factious. As these domestic struggles were ol^ecis 
of the most immediate and pressing concern, thej 
claim the first place in the foUowing narration. 

The issue of the debates on the preliminary arti- 
cles, in both bouses, afforded a very clear proof, 
that the opposition which was made to any appro- 
bation of the peace, had been much man warn 
than effective. It was absolntdy necessary that 
the nation should repose itself fo^ a long time. Ths 
conditions of the peace at least, had a general merit 
sufficient to dispose the people to acquiesce in them. 
But the spirit of the party was not exhausted in 
the former attempt. They lay in wait to fan upon 
tlie administration in the most critical time, and to 
wound them in the most sensible part, the supplies. 
For though taxes were full as necessary at the con 
elusion as during the continuance of the war, that ne- 
cessity was not, to every person, so glaringly evi- 
dent ; nor were they by any means so palatable, m 
when Tictory and plunder seemed to pay, in glory 
and profit, for every article of national expense. 
The adrantagee of the peace, though far mure cer- 
tain and solid, were less sudden and less brilliant. 

In these diipositioos, the people were ready ts 
faU into very ill humours, upou any plan of supply 
which could be suggested. The aoaunistration was 
fully aware of this ; and, therefore, determined to 
lay as few new taxes as the public service oouti 
possibly admit. Erery scheme of economy, every 
mode or retrenching superfluous expenses, had been 
carefuUy studied, and carried ipto effect, before 
government could be reconcilad to the unfl^acions 
necessity of increasing the burdens of the subject. 
The profusion of the two late reigns, in supportinf 
the parliamentary interest of the court, had, mdeed. 
left considerable room for retrenchment. The sumi 
lavished in that manner were found, upon minnle 
inquiry, to be extravagant almost beyond boBef, as 
a Cham of renal dependency reached from the 
highest minister down to the meanest domestic, 
each being aUow^, without any restraint or ex- 
amination, to aoeumtilate, in the most shameful 
manner, profits and perquisites amounting often to 
ten times the value of their regulated appoint- 
ments. The reform of such abuses, and of thtwe 
impositions which, instead of contributing u tke 
dignity and support of the executive power, «e> 
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teaad and wa«k0ned tt. ■ n n tnn ed an outcry f nna 
ikm nvmeroiui dBpendancs of the Iat« mlnifttenf 
wtao fJTTrffir' pnctioe and pieMiiptlon in their &t 
vovr. Many of them eren aHedg ed, that they had 
honyht their poata from their aajperiori ia oiioe» 
•ad that they had therefore a lif^c t» auke aa 
much of them as they coold. In lo^pinf off thoae 
•Kcreacenoes of c oii n pth m, a dve regard waa paid 
to the jnat daiiM of fiadiTidttala. Though uaeleaa 
offices were aboUahed, an equitable compensation 
waa made to the persons dismissed ; and with re- 
gard to such as were retained, care was taken that 
Che servants of the state should receiTe no more 
than their Uiwf ul wages. 

SUPPLIES FOR THE YEAR. 

Tbb sliTings by all thuse laudable means, great 
•a tfiey were, din not proTe adequate to the neces- 
aitiea of the public : some national mediod'of su]^ 
ply became, of course, nnaroidable. In this, how- 
erer, the mmistry were doubly perplexed, not only 
on account of the diiBcalty ot opening new re- 
aonrces at the close of a very expensiTe war, ^ut 
alao in consequence of dieir own repeated declara- 
tions, that a peace was necessarvjin order to light- 
en the pressures of the people. The following ex- 
pedient appeared to them most eligible. They 
R reposed to take two millions from the sinking 
ind ; to issue exchequer bills to the amocmt of one 
nUlioa eight hundred thousand pounds, chargeable 
on the first aids to be granted the next session ; to 
borrow two milU^s eight hundred thonsand pounds 
on annuities ; and, lastly, to raise the sum of seven 
hundred thonsand pounds by two lotteries in the 
eonrseof the year. To defray the interest of these 
loans, amounting in the whole to seven million, 
three hundred thousand pounds, an additional dutv 
of eight pounds a tun was to be laid on French 
wines, and four pounds a tun upon all other wines. 
No objection could well be urged against such im- 
posts ; but as they ahme wocud have been insufi. 
cient, anodier duty was added, which gave the dis- 
eontented an opportunity of raising a popular cla- 
mour, and of inflaming the whole nation. This was 
n duty of four shillings a hogshead on cyder and 
perry, to be paid by the maker, and to be sul^ec^ 
ed, with certain qoalifications, to all the laws of 
excise. 

No sooner was this last tax laid before Hhe house 
of commons than opposition unmasked, as it were, 
all its batteries, and attacked not only the ways and 
means proposed, but the rery basis of economy and 
frugality on which the whole plan of the supplies 
was founded. They proceeded to examine its sev- 
eral branches, and differed In opinion with the 
mfaibtry upon every particular. 

But the cyder-tax was the chief subject of declam- 
ation and invective. The opposition contended, 
that tiiis tax was, with regani to its obtject, partial 
and oppressire ; with regard to the means of col- 
lecting it, dangerous and unconstitntional ; diat it 
laid the whole burden of exnenses, incurred in die 
general defence of the Unguom and in the protec- 
tion of the national commeree, on a few partieular 
counties, which in every other article of die pnbttc 
charge contributed their full share. 

The filends of administration were not deficient 
in repW. *' Can any thing," they asked, ** be so 
4agrantty absurd as to argue that the tax is unequal, 

ftat it lies heary on some particular oounnes ; 
4riien every body must^nofi% tliat it does not even 
bring them on a par with all tlie odier ooonties, 
where the people drink beer 1 In these counties, 
dl private, as wen as pubUo c o n su mption, is charg- 
ed m die malt-tax : die charge on cyder is not so 
great: it has exemptions in favour of the poor, 
which are not indulged in the malt-tax : so diat the 
e)^er countlea have rather reason to be thankful 
for their long imanmity, than qnemlona that they 
■re at last obliged to contribute radier less than 
their pmportiaii towards the suppoit of tbm nation- 
al burdens." 

As the main point insisted upon by die oppost 
don wa^ the mode of levying the tax, by making it 
a branch of the exdse, tae proposera of the new 
dnty said, '* that a very nnfiur advantage had been 
taken, in tiiis cdntroversy, of the loose sense of the 
words, ' extonekm i^ the excise Inwa.' If theee 
words meaned simply, tliat the exeiae vras extend, 
•d wkO^ rrgord to its ol^iect, the foct was true : bat 
wmw asnde use of fta insimwtn, that the 
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could be more CsUe. Instead of being extended, 
those powers were. In many matetial dveumstanoes, 
widi regard to this new oinect, Tery much contract, 
ed; and the makers of cyder were for mfom focvovr. 
•d diaa aaj ottMr daas ef people under thm Juris, 
dictimi of me excise. To call it dierefbre a danger- 
ous precedent must be the effect of wilf al misre- 
presentation, or of a total ignorance of English hb- 
tory. The excise is coeval widi the establisliment 
of civil liberty in this country ; and the enlightened 
sons of freedom, who brought about the glonous re- 
Tolntion, could never beneve that they sf cridced 
any essential part of their rights, by adopting the 
cheapest and most productive means of collecting 
certain branches of the puUie revenue." 

Whatever impression these argnments most hare 
made on the majority of both houses of parliament, 
it is certain that they were found insufficient to quiet 
the clamours which had been excited, and of which 
the nnh^ect of complaint relative to the supplies had 
been the pretence only, and not the cause. The 
lord mavor, aldermen, and commons, of London, in- 
structed their representatives, in terms that con- 
veyed no fovoorafale ideas of the intentions of die 
goremment, to oppose the cyder-bill ; and many 
other members, in consequence of having received 
aimHar instrnctions from their constituents, did not 
support the ministry on this occasion. The latter, 
however, steadily pursued their point, and accom- 
plished it, though petitibns against the bill from the 
city of London were presented to both faoosee. 
These having proved ineffectual, the city carried m» 
a third petition to Us m^esty, the very instant it 
was known the bill had passed the lords, imploring 
him not to give his royal assent to so much of it as sub- 
jecied the makers of cyder and perry to the laws of 
excise. The cooler and more diiinjr rested part ef 
tiie public could not help oonsidering diis last step 
aa extremely presumptuous and indecent. It meant 
nothing less, in fact, than beseeching his majesty 
to preisr the advice and opinion of the corporation 
of London to tkutt of boui houses of parliament. 



of pari 

LORD BUTE RESIGNS. 

A raw days after the passing of this Mil, in whioh 
alone the minister had not so considerable a m^or- 
ity as usual, the earl of Bute resigned his office ot 
first lord of the treasury, add sir Francis Dashwood 
that of chancellor of the exchequer. Hie resisnaa- 
tion uf the latter excited very litde surprise. The 
business of finance was neither suited to hb inclin- 
ation, nor to his talents ; and as he Lad accepted 
the place solely in compliance with the importuni- 
ties of the minister, who had a high and venrjnst 
opinion of his Integrity, the example of his niend 
now afforded him the best excuse for retirement. 
But the earl of Bute's conduct was the sulgect of 
much astonishment and criticism. The assertions 
which gained most ground among die credulous 
multitude were, that die earl uf Bute, being alarm- 
ed at the rising tempest of popular fury, and afraid 
of a pvrliameutary inquiry into some of his lata 
measures, had bar^^ained for his personal safety 
widi his sDCceasors in office ; and that, though he 
had quitted an ostensible situation, everything wai| 
still governed by his secret influence. The earl of 
Bute was not drives from office : he left it with a 
powerful majority in his fnvour ; so that his divee^ 
ing himself of diat support, and retiring to a private 
station, might rather be looked upon as a bold chal- 
lenge to his enemies, and as dictated by a oonsdous- 
ness of unimpeachable rectitude. But whaterer 
mi|^t have been die cause of his resignation, it 
certainly did not abate the popolar ferment, as tlie 
ends of the popular Uaders were netin any vespeel 
answered by it. The door still remained shut against 
dieir admissioB into ofltoe. Gkenville was appoint- 
ed forst commisaloner of the treasury and ehnnoeller 
of the exchequer ; and his foimer seat at the head 
of the adminaty was filled by lord Sandwich. The 
earls of Hallifax and Bgremont continued to be the 
two secretaries of state : Fax was removed to the 
upper house, on being created lord Holland ; but 
as no new characters were introduced, the cen. 
dnot of pubUo aflhira diif not appear to be in the 
sasailest degree affiacted by tlie late miolster'a re 



SESSION CLOSES. 
Ok the nineteenth of April, jost three days afkev 
_tose arranfaments in administration had taken 
plaoe, hia mB^mtj went to die hovse of lords» and 
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doMd the tmnon with a speech, statins, that an otta- 
bUshment of peace, mm ooodiCions so honourable 
to my crown, and so beneftcial to my peoole, was 
highly iaereaaed by my receiring from ooth honses 
of parliamoat ttte strongest and most gvatefnl ex- 
pressions of their entire approbatioa. Hiese ar- 
ticles have been established, and OTen rendered 
•tiU more adrantageons to my solnects, by the de- 
fhiitiTe treaty; and my expectations have been 
folly answered by tiw happy effects whidJi the 
sereral allies of my crown haTe deiired from ttis 
salutary measure. The powew at war wiUi my 
good brother the king of Prossfa have been ia- 
doced to agree to such terms of aooammodation as 
tliat great prfaice hao approved ; and the s ncc e m , 
wUcli has attended my negotiaCion, has necessari- 
ly and immediately difivsed the Uessings of peace 
through erery part of Borope. 

** I acqoainted yon with ioj trm resdintlon to 
form my gOTemment on a plan of strict e conomy. 
The redoetions ne ce ss a ry lor this poipose shall bo 
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completed ;— elthoogh the army 
Ungdoma will be iainrior in nnmber to that vaually 
kept np in former times of peace, yet I trust that 
the Ibice proposed, with the establishment of the 
national mihtia, (whose senriees I hare nxperi- 
enoed, and cannot too much oommMulJ will prove 
a stdBcient security ibr tiie fotnre. 

" I hayo seen, witii thtf hii^eat ooncem, tte 
great anticipations of the revenue, and the heavy 
debts unpiovlded for dmfag the late war, wfaicn 
have reduced you to the unhappy neoesslty of 
imposing fiirther burdens on my people. Under 
these drcumstanoes, it is my earnest wish to con- 
tribute by eToiy means to their relief. Hie utasoet 
frugality shall v observed in the disposition of die 
supplies which you haye granted ; and whna Ae 
accounts of the money arising tnm die sale of sooh 
oriees as are yested in the crown shall be dosed. 
It Is my intendon to direct that die peodooe shall 
be appUed to the piMIc service.^ 

THE VOVm BRITOW. 

Tbii speech, though breathing the tme s^rfrit of a 
patriot kmg, and carrying, with it an indisputable 
proof of its sincerity in die promised application of 
the French prise-money to the public service, was 
a few 'days after criticiBed with the utmost maJigni- 
ty and Insolence in a periodical pubBcadon endded 
the North Briton. The author of so shameless a 
Ubel was Jobn Wilkes ; he was at that dme mem- 
ber of parliament for Aylesbury. Ilioug^ he had 
no pretension to genius, or eloquence, he possessed 
the more dangerous talent of expertness in seasoning 
Mb writings to suit die taste, and to inflame the minds 
of the vulgar. Perceiving the stoical indUIbrence 
of the ministry with regard to their own persons, 
he aimed his abbM at m^esty itself, and in the 
forty-Af th number 4f his paper, animadverted upon 
the king's speech with such daring acrimony, diat 
die secretaries of stato thought themselves obUaed, 
in vhidication of the grossly insulted honour offhe 
sovereign, to take up the author. The process for 
this purpose was a loose office form, which had 
been constandy practised ever since die revolu- 
tion, and never, in any instance, censured during 
that period. It was a warrant of a general nature, 
signed by lord Hallftx, and directed to four of his 
m^esty's messengers, commanding them to appre- 
hend, wiihoat spedfying any names, die authors, 
printers, and publishers of that seditiOQS and trea- 
sonable paper. 

WILKES SBNT TO fHB TOWER. 

In consequence of these ordera, George Kearsley 
the publisher, and several printers were appre- 
hended ; and their examination aflbrding sufficient 
ground for fodng upon WiOces as the author, the 
messengers went to his houKO un the twenty-ninth 
of April, late at night, and produced their warrant. 
Wilkes excepted to its generality, and as his name 
was not mentioned in it, he threatened the first 
man who should oflbr yioleoce to his person in his 
own house' at diat unseasonable hour. The mes- 
sengers diou^t proper to retire ; but they returned 
next morning, and carried him in a coach before 
one of the secretaries of state, pardy, as he al- 
ledged, by force. On his refusing to answer any 

Snestioiis relative to the charge brought against 
im, the following warrant for his commitment 
was signed by both the secretaries of state, and 



was addressed to the constable of die Tower, or 
his deputy : 

** llieso are, in Us majesty's name, to anOaoriae 
and require you to receive into your custody tbe 
body of John Wilkes, Bu. Iierewith sent yon, for 
bdng the andier and pubnaher of a most infomona 
and seditious libel, entitled. The North BHton, No. 
XLV : tending to inflame the minds and alienate 
the aflbctions of the people from lus m^fes^, aad^ 
to etidta them to traitoroui' insurrections against 
the government : and to keep him safe and ckwe, 
until he sbaB be deXlvered by due course of law ; 
and fin- so doing this shall be your warrant. Giren 
at St. James's, the thirtieth of April ITOS, In the 
tUrd year of his nmieety's reign." 

A copy of this warrant was readily granted to 
Wilkes's solicitor by M^)or Rainsford, the com- 
manding officer at the Tower ; but no paeons were 
admitted to speak with the prisoner. Though the 
like measures bad been constandy adopted npon 
siinilar occasions ; and though the seal and inog- 
nation of the secretaries of state against so audaci- 
ous a ddlnquent might well excuse much greater 
severity; yet the refusal of admittance to Wilkes 
was represented as an infringement of the righto 
of the sobiect, and a wanton stretch of tyrannical 
cruelty.' Ilie aeianre and seaBng up of hu papen^ 
a thing ne.ver omitted upon taldng into custody 
any person ohaxgad with being the author of a 
treasonable libel; waa called downright robliery« 
notwithstanding the peculiar delicacy that Was ob- 
served in the present case: for the under-secre- 
tary of state, and the solicitor to the treasury at- 
tended, and invited the friends of WUkjem to be 
preaent at seaflng up his papers, an operatioa 
which had in past times been always performed by 
the messenger, were he ever so rude or illiterate^ 
Even the committal to the Towe^ which was 
chosen from respect to the person of a member of 
parliament, was employed by the agente of foction 
to exdte terror, and to swell the popular alarm. 

Immediately on the flrst intianataon of Wilkes's 
having been apprehended by the king'k meaaen- 
gem, a motion was made in the court of common 
pleas for an habeas eoryus, which was granted; 
but the prothonotary's office not being open, the 
habeas eorfus could not be sued out till four 
0*010^ In the afternoon, before which time Wilkes 
had been committed to die Tower. Hie Monday 
morning after, the court of common pleas ordered 
a return to the writ, which having been served 
upon the messengers only, their return was, that 
WiOcea was not then in meir custody. The court 
not Judging that return to be sufficient, would not 
suffer it to be ffied; and another writ of habeas 
ccrptts was granted, directed to the constable of. 
die Tower and his ofllcers; in consequence of 
which the pviaoner was brou|dit np next day. May 
the third, to Wefftminster-haU. 

As soon as Wilkes was conducted to die bar of 
the court, he made a formal speech, replete with 
virntent expressions agidnst the nuiustry, affected 
compliments to the king, and laboured encomiums ' 
upon himself as a dauntless champiou and perse- 
cuted sufferer in the cause of liberty. Pleadings 
Idlowed on both sides; and the prisoner was re^ 
manded to die Tower, till Friday the sixth of May, 
that the judges might haye leisure to consider tta 
case, and to form dieir omni<m ; but, in the inter- 
medlato time, his friends and lawyen w«sre to 
haye free access to his person. 

When Wilkes was again brought to Westmin- 
ster-hall, he made a s e cw i d speech, of die same In- 
flammatory tendency as the former, and of which, 
as it was then cried up as a master>piooe of oratory, 
it may be proper to sulQoin a copy. 

" My lords," said the prisoner, " for belt froea 
me to regret that I haye passed so many more 
days in captirity, as it wilf have aflbrded you an 
opportunity of doing, upon mature reflection and 
repeated examination, die more signal justice to 
my country. The liberty of all peers and gentle- 
men, and what touches me more sensibly, that of 
all die *"W«g and inforior class of people, who 
stand most in need of protection, is in my cafa 
this day to be finally dMided upon : a question ot 
such impoitanoe as to determine at once, whether 
English liberty be a reality or a shadow. Yonr 
own free-born hearto will fool with indignation 
and compasrfon all that load of oppressiim under 
whidi I nave so long labmired. Cloae impriaon^ 
ment, the effect of premeditated malice, all 
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Aan two day* da&ied to me, my honao 
rouackcd and plimderod, my noat private and so- 
oreC cMicenia oiTolged, erery vile and malignant 
loainnolioii, ercn of high treason itwlf, no less in- 
duatrioualy than ialaeJy ciiadated by my cme! and 
unplacaMe enemiea, together with all the Tarioua 
inaolence of ofllce, form but a part of my unexam- 
pled iU-treatment. 'Saeh inbmuan prmciplea of 
atar-chamber tyianny will, 1 tnut by this court, 
npon this solemn occasion, bo fealty extirpated ; 
and henceibrth ere^ innocent man, howerer poor 
and unsupported, may hope to sleep In peace and 
■ecnnty tn bis own house, unviolated by lung's mos- 
songer^ and the arbitrary mandates of an orerbear- 
ing secretary of state. 

" I wOl no longer delay your Justice. Thenatkm 
is mpatieat to hear nor can be safe or happ> tiD 
that IS obtained. If the same persecution b, after 
all, to carry me before another court, I boj e 1 shall 
fed that the venuine spirit of Maana Charta, that 
glorious inheritance, ttat dtoHngmshing character- 
wtio of Englishmen, is as religionsly roTered there, 
as I know it is h«re^ by the neat personages before 
whom I have now Oie happtness to stand ; and (as 
in the ever-memorable case of the impriaoned 
taishojps) that an independent Jury of ftee-bom 
Wnglishm on will penist to detemdne m^ hA; as in 
bound, upon constitutianal principles. 
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by a Tordkt of guilty, or not guilty. I ask no more 
at the hands of my eountrymen.** 

TtMb seatenoe of the oonrt is the best comment on 
fliis speech, which, though seemi nriy addreased to 
the judges, was in reality an appeal to the passions 
of the multitude. 

Lard chiefjustioe Pratt, in ddiTering the oninion 
of the court, stated the case under three needs, 
which had been chiefly insisted upon in tlie plead- 
ings : first, the legality of Wilkes's commitment ; 
socondly, the neceiMity for a specification of those 
varticuttr passages in the forty-fifth number of the 
Xertii Briton, which had been deemed a libel ; and, 
4drdly, WEIkeB^ privilege as a member of iwriia- 
aent. 

In regaDd to 0ie first, his lordship remarked, that 
he would consider a secretary or state's warrant, 
through the whole afibir, as nothing superior to the 
warrant of a common justice of the peace ; and that 
no magistrate had, in reality, a right ex ofietOf to 
apprehend any person, without stating the particn- 
l«r crime of which he was accused : but, at the same 
time he observed, there were many precedents 
where a nice comMnation of circumstances gave so 
strong a suspicion of facts, that though the magis- 
trate could not be jostifled ex ^cfo, he was, never- 
theless, supported in the commitment, even without 
nceiving any particidar information for the foun- 
dation of his diarge. The word charge, fats lordship 
took notice, was in general much mlsunderstooa, 
and did not mean the accusation brought against 
any person taken up, but his commitment by the 
magistrate before whom he might be brought. 
Upon the whole of tliis point, according to the cus- 
tomary rule which had been for a series of years 
observed by the sages of the law, his lordship was 
of opinion, that WUkes's conmiitment was not il- 
legal.' 

As to the second point in discussion, which 
Wilkes's counsel had contended, that a specification 
of the particular pMsages in the Morth Briton 
which were deemed libellous, ought to have been 
inserted in the body of the warrant, his lordship 
did not think any such specification necessary ; for 
even supposing the whole of the obnoxious paper 
ta have oeen copied into the warrant, yet it by no 
means came under the cognisance of the court at 
that time. The matter then in consideration was, 
not the nature of the offence, but the legality of the 
oommitment ; the nature of the offence not resting 
In the bosom of a judge without the assistance of a 
iury, and not being a proper subject of inquiry, till 
regularty brought on to be tried in the usual way 
of proceeding. 

With respect to the third head, which was the 
plea of privilege, his lordship remarked, that there 
were but three cases which could possibly affect 
the pririleges of a member of parliament, and these 
were treason, felony, and the peace. The peace, as 
it is written in the institutes of the law, his lord- 
M» mplained to signity a breach of the peace. He 
said that the oonnutment of the aevan bishops for 
endeavouring to disturb the peace happened in an 
aahltrary reign, when there was but one honest 



judge out df four in ^e court of Ung^ bench, and 
he had declined giring any opinion. ** If men,'* 
continoed his lordship, " the privilege of parlia> 
ment is to be held sacred and inriolable, except ka 
the three particular cases wherein it is forfeited, it 
only remains to exauune bow far Wilkos's privilege 
is endangered in the pre«ent instance. He stands 
accused of writing a llbe!. A libel, in the sense <tf 
the law, is a high misdemeanor, but does not come 
within Uie description of treason, felony, or breach 
of the peace. At most, it has but a tendency to 
disturb the peace, and consequently cannot be suf- 
ficient to destroy the privilege of a member of par- 
liament.'' 

WILKES DISCHARGED 

Th I court then discharged Wilkes, who returned 
the judges his thanks in the name of the public, of 
the whole English nation, and of all the subjects of 
the En^ish crown, for his liberty ; though it is 
very evident, that he obtained it only under the 
cfarcnmstance of his being a member of parlia- 
ment. 

In the morning after Wilkes's release from the 
Tower, ho wrote a letter to the two secretaries of 
state, complaining, that, during his confeemcnt. Us 
house had oeen robbed; u^d that, being informed 
die stolen goods were in the possession of their 
lordships, he insisted upon restitudon. Next day 
he repaired to a justice of peace, and demanded a 
war<wBt to search the houses of the two secretaries; 
which was refused by the magistrate. Though no» 
thing could be more impotent and extravagant than 
such proceedings, yet the secretaries of stata 
thought proper to return, imder their own handi, 
a serious answer to his absurd charge. They took 
notice of thelndecency and scurrility of his lan- 
guage ; but they very caoduUy explained the legal 
motives for the seizure of his p^ers, informing him, 
tiiat such of them as did not lead to a proof of his 
guilt should be restored, but that the rest woidd ba 
delivered over to those whose oflice it was to collect 
ttie evidence, and to manage the prosecution against 
him. 

Another circumstance happened about tlie same 
time, which Wilkes laid before the public. One of 
the secretaries of state had written to eari Temple, 
who was lord-lieutenant of the county of 3uckuig- 
ham, aignifying to him his majesty's pleasure, thaut 
Wilkes should be dismissed from bemg colonel of 
the mOitia for that county. This order was con^ 
municated to Wilkes with much seeming concern 
by his lordship, who was kimself soon alter removed 
from the lieutenancy of tLe county, to make way 
for lord Dcspcncer, late Sir Francis Dashwood. 
The letters that passed on this occasion were print- 
ed and industriously circulated, as a farther proof 
of the cruel persecution Wilkes suffered. The rab- 
ble, whoso pity be thus endeavoured to secure, 
were incapable of roflecting, that the libeller of the 
king and govemsbent of any country is a very iaa- 
proper person to be intrusted with the chief means 
of its internal security and-defence. 

The re-appearance of dm North-Briton, with all 
his forther efforts to increase the number of his se- 
ditious adherents, was so far from intimidating min- 
istry, that an information was filed against him in 
die court of king's bench, at his mitfesty's suit, as 
the author of the aforesaid libel. 

The printers, and some odier persons, who, as 
well as Mr. WOkes, had been taken up by general 
warrants, sought redress at law ; and such was the 
temper of the times, which, by bemg diffused among 
the people, was supposed to have influenced the 
juries, that they obtained damages greatly beyond 
their real suflerings, and, possibly, beyond theit- 
own most sanguine luqpes. These actions were pro- 
secttted in such a manner, that the public attention 
to them was kept coostandy alive. It aeemed as 
if freedom had every day a new conflict to under- 
go, and obtained every day a new victory. Admin- 
istration, on the other hand, opposed them by all 
the advantages, which the law aOows to those who 
act on the defensive ; and sometimes by the inter- 
posal of privilege kept this maUer stiU longer in 
agitation ; insomuch that, until the meeting of par- 
liament scarcely any diing else could enter into the 
thoughts or conversation of the people. On this 
point, therefore. It was expected the great trial of 
strength and akill in the ensinng session would l« 
made. 
G 
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CHANGES IN THK MINISTRY. 

WviLibotfft partietwera Tiffonnuly prepariDg 
for Ike Intended atrnggle, an erent took place, 
which for a few days direrted thefar attention to 
anoflier olgeet, and Memed at flnt likely to ooca- 
aion a change in the miniitry. Thb waa the earl 
of Bgremonft sodden death, of a At of the apoplexy, 
on^e twenty-fint of Aagost. Hia n^jesty, upon 
thia erent, gare w^ to aosne oTertnres for a coali- 
lion of interesta. The pTopoea], which waa lint 
made to Pitt by the earl of Bute, waa readily em- 
braced by the former, and he appeared at court 
with great alaerity. OrenriDe olTered, for the tran- 
quillity of hia nuveatya goremment, tp resign his 
place of flrit commissioner of the troaanry, and to 
accept of any poat that waa not utterlv inconsistent 
with lus rank m life. The accommodation appear- 
ed the more practicable, as none of the great lead- 
ers testified tne smallest onwillingness to be again 
associated in oAoe with tihe ean of Bate. But 
when ntt, at a second interriew with Oie king, 
came to propose tiae particalar arrangements, it ap- 
peared mat he wished to engross for himscJf and 
his firiends all the important oAces of die state, 
and tfiat none bat snbordinate situations were to 
be left for those to whom the king thought himself 
bomikd by ^e strongest ties of honour and justice. 
The treaty, therefore, prored inelTectnal ; oat his 
mmesty's ftrmness made op for all inconrenieoces, 
and the administration soon retorned to its natural 
channel. 

There were at tfiis time two Tery important Ta- 
eancBes, that of secretary of state oc<»sloned by 
lord Egremont's death, and that of president of the 
mrancU, which had not been filled since the decease 
of lerd GranTille. The seals of the former office 
were giren to lord Sandwich, who had been named 
to go ambassador to Spain ; and the duke of Bed- 
ford succeeded to the president's chair. Some 
odier promotions took place on the same occasion, 
tke most remarkable or which were the remoral of 
lord Bgmont from the post-ofllce to 0x9 admiralty, 
die dake of MarlborougVs acceptance of the jpriry 
•eal, and tkc appointment of the earl of Uulsbo- 
roogh to be first lord of trade and plantations, 
In ike room of lord Shelbnme. The earl uf Bate's 
continuance in retirement, and sereral other cir- 
euMtances which appeared whUo the late treaty 
was on foot, made it erident to the world, that the 
siriiaisting administration did not, from the begin- 
ning, by any means act under the infiuenee, nor al- 
together in concurrence widi the opinion of that mi- 
nister, whose resignation had raised tiiem to the 
direction of aflhirs. 

Pitt, the duke of Newcastle, and their respective 
flriends, had looked upon the proposals made to 
them as an acknowledgment^ that the persons then 
in office could not go on without the accession of 
their strength ; and this mistaken idea had occa- 
sioned die unreasonable demands of the popular 
leaders, whieh amounted to little short of a pro- 
scription of the king's most faithful servants. But 
as soon as ttie negotiation was broken oflT, and when 
they saw the hehn of state, which they had just 
fancied to be within their grasp* intrusted to other 
bands, they determined to rally all Hlieir forces ; to 
renew their atta^ on the infirmities of the peace (1); 
to destroy the credit of the magistracy, Vy repre- 
senting eTerv step taken to preserre good ordar as 
so many strides towards the establishment of des- 
potism ; and to render the late exerdae of the 
royal prerogatiTe odioos. 

MEETING OF PARLIAMENT. 

At the meeting of parliament on the fifteenth of 
KoTember, the kmg made a speech to both houses, 
stating, amongst the usual matters, as follows : — 
** To ease my people of some share of those bur- 
' dens, I have directed, as I prondsed at the end of 
last session of parliament, that the money aris- 
ing from the safe of the prues vested in the crown 
should be applied to the public service. It is my 
Intention to reserve for the same use^ whatever 
sums shall be produced by the sale of any of the 
lands belonging to me in the islands in the West 
Indies, which were ceded to us by the late treaty." 

PROCEEDINGS RESPECTING WILKES. 

Tat instant the commons were returned to their 
own house from the lords, and before the king's 
speech was reported to them, according to the usual 
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form, the chancelliir of the enchetoer MqailBtoA 
die house, by his migesty's commasid, "tkat hi* 
majesty bavmg received information, dmt /aha 
Wukes, a meaober of diat house, was the aadior of 
a most seditioas and dangerous libel, pn 
since die last seanon of parliament, he had 
die said John Wilkes, to be apprafaended 
secured, in order to his being tHed for the 
by due coarse of law ; and Wukes, hnvmg *^ 
charged out of costody, by the oonrt m 
pleas, opaa account of his privilece as a measber of 
that house ; and having wnen caUad «pon by tbm 
legal process of the court of king's bendi, stoeA 
out, and declined to appear and anaw«r to an ia- 
formation, which was exhibiied againat him, by his 
mmesty's attorney general, for the aame eflbnce ; 
in this situation hia miocsty. being desiroos to show 
aU possible attention to the privOegea of the booso 
of commons, in every instance wherein they can b« 
supposed to be concerned : and, at the same tfaae, 
thinking it of the utssoat lamortaace not to saflhr 
the public justice of tiie kingdom to be elnded, had 
chosen to direct the said libel, and also oopaeo of 
the examinations upon which Wilkes was apptte- 
bended and second, to be laid before diat house 
for their consideration." GreKiville condnded thia 
message with laying the papers on the table ; and 
with moving a resolution, to whieh the honse 
unanimously assented, vis. " diat an humhle address 
be presented to his miOeety, to retor 
thanka.of the honae for hia most gracuM 
and for the tender regard diereia «x]. 
the privileges of the house, and to aasnre hb 
Jesty that the house would forthwith take into 
most serious consideratiaa the very important asac- 
ter communicated by his mmesty's message.** 

Then the house proceeded to examine tibepaaen^ 
which were copies of the North Briton, No. XLV, 
and of the examinations of Richard Balfe, dm 
printer, and of George Kearsley, the publisher; 
by which it appeared, that government had bean 



well founded m the proceedangs againat Wilkea, as 
the author -of that production. A very long and 
warm debate ensued. 1 1 was strongly urged by the 
opposition, that no greater libertieshad been taken 
by the author of the obnoxious paper, with regard to 
his midesty's speech, than what had been ^''^■sTim 
upon former occasions of the same kind ; and thaft 
the speech of the king had never been oonsidemd 
in any other light than that of the minister, and 
had always been treated with equal freedom* Bnt 
these arguments were easily refuted by a reCnnneo 
to the words of the Ubel itself, which far snrpaaaed. 
in the vulgarity of its abase, and the grossness ot 
its scurrilous reflections on the king's probity as 
wen as his person, the most daring invectivea that 
had ever been uttered againat government. It was 
therefore resolved by a m^onty of two bnikbnd 
and seventy-three, a^nst one hundred and elevan, 
" That the paper, endded the North Briton, Nn» 
XLV, is a raise, scandalous, and seditious libel, 
containing expressions of the most unexampled 
insolence and contumely towards his m^esty, the 
grossest aspersions upon both houses of pariin. 
ment, and the most audacious defiance of ne an* 
thority of the whole legislature ; and most mani> 
fesdy tending to aUenato the Sections of die peo- 
ple from his mi^eaty, to withdntw them from ueir 
obedience to the laws of the realm, and to excUn 
them to traitorous insurrections." 

In consequence of this resolutwn. an order was 
. agreed to by the house, that die said paper dienld 
' be burnt by the hands of the common hangman. 
Wilkes, who had sereral times stood up, being now 
admitted to apeak, complained to the hocne of 
breach of privilege, by the imprisonment of bis 
person, the plundering of Us nouse, the seisore 
of his papers, and the serving him with a subpoena 
upon an information in die court of King's Beneh. 
As no legal conviction yet lay against Wilkea, of 
his being the author of the paper, his compliant 
was perfoctly regular. A more particular hearing 
of it, and the nirther consideration of the king's 
message were a4Jonmed to the twenty-third of 
November. 

The commons met on the sixteenth. The addresa 
contained nothing remarkable, except the congra* 
tulations of the house on the auspkious birth of an- 
other prince, and on the queen's happy recovery* 

PRIVILEGES OF PARLIAMENT. 
On the twenty-third of November, the 
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of «h« fiAesBtib ; and ai 
IWt pcivilefe ct pariiaaMut doM not ostonA to 
tlM COM of writinc and pablkhinf MditiotM liboio» 
nor ooght to be ollowod to obaCraot the ow&iamry 
ooone of the laws. In the apeedy and effectual pro- 
aecntion of ao hctoow and danaerona an olIiBaice." 
Am thia reaa ln t i on tended to eooine within narrow- 
er ttndta the amppoaed piMlecoa of orery menbet 
of the lesialatnroy and waa alio dlsmatifaally oppo- 
alto to the late d ota iuiln ation of the eodit of oooa- 
■ion pleM» the niniatry wece deaaUad by a fbw of 

■nd the oppoaMott Bade a 
»aB, thowh inally inoAMtaal atand atainat it. 
Umaelf with extmatdinary avdoo in 
« and aa tte extant of hia ooneopciena, 
loaa of ilia ffeaiarti, and the powera of hit 
left very little to be aaid by any other 
' ■anieddeofthe<|iiaetian,Uaapee6h, 
fidOMDy paeeerred, predndoa erery 
to sire m mere iwprtlaalve Ibras to Ae 
tiiat were urged agnkaat the anr^ 
■of privilege. 
He rep i ea an tad aoofa a a mi a n ^ lai " aa highly 
dangerona to the f r eed o m of perUament, and an in> 
ftingoflMnt on the rishta of tte poofdo. No nan,* 
he aaid» - oanid rondiwmn the papor or libel more 
then he did ; bat he wonld eooM at die author fair- 
ly»— >ot by an open breaeh of the eonatittttjon, and 
n oontaatpt of all reatndat. Thia pto p oae d McrMce 
of privilego waa patting eveiy mcodMr of parKa^ 
■Mat, who did not vote with the ndniater, under a 
parpetaal terror of imprlaomnent. To talk of an 
ahoao of nalvilege, waa ta talk againat the oenatita-' 
tion, agahat tlie very being and life of parliament. 
It waa an awaigumont of the jnatioe and honour of 
parliaaaeiit, to anppoae that they would protect any 
orimiijfJ whatever. Whenever a complaint waa 
■Mde aga in a t anv member, the h ou a e could give 
him up. Thia prHilege had never been abuaed t it 
had been mp oaa d in partiamentiar agaa. But take 
nway thia privilege, and the whole parliament ia 
Wd at dm meray of the crown. Whv," continaed 
he, " ia a privSege, which haa never Iwen abuaed, 
ta be voted away f Parliament baa no right to vote 
away ita privilegaa. They are the inherent right of 
the auooflieding mcaaben of thia houae, aa weD aa of 
the pveaant membera ; and I Tory much doobt 
whoowr n aaqtifiee made by thia houae ia valid and 

the claim of a ftitore pariin- 



Withreapect to the paper itM]f,or the libel which 
1 given pretence ror thia requeat to surrender 
privilegea of partiament, he observed that die 
had already voted it a Kbel— he joined in that 
He oondenmed the whole aenea of North 
Britons ; he coDed them illiberal, unmanly, and d^ 
teetaMe. He abhorred all national reilections. 
** The kiug'a anbieets,'' he aaid, " were one iMople. 
Whoeverdlvidedthemwasgufltyuf sedition. His 
aaaJesty'B complaint waa well foundbd : it was just : 
it waa neoeaaary. The author did not deserve to be 
ranked among theliuman species— he was theblas- 
ahOBBer of hia God (8) aod the libeller of his king. 
If e had no connection with Um: be had no 'con- 
n«etlon with any such writer : he neither associated 
■or conmranieated with any such. It was true that 
he had friendahipa, and warm ones : he had obiiga- 
tiona, and great onea : but no Mendships, no obli- 
gatiooa could induce him to approve what he flmdy 
•ondonmed. It might be supposed, that he alluded 
ta hia noUe relation [lord Temple]. He waa proud 
ta can him hia relation: he waa hiBMend,hia, bosom 
Mend, whoae fidelity waa aa unshaken as his 'virtue. 
They went into office together, and they came out 
tofother : they had lived together, and would die 
together. He knew^nothlng of any connection with 
the writer of tbe libel. If there subdated any, he 
waa totally unacquainted with it. Hie dignity, the 
honour of pariiament bad been called upon to sup- 
port and protect the purity of his miyesty's charac- 
ter ; and thia tbey had done by a strong and dedaive 
eondennation of the libel which Us mi^esty had 
iubmitted to die consideration of the house. But 
having done this, it waa neither consistent with 
the honour and safety of parliatnen^ nor with tbe 
sigfata and interests of tbe people, to go one step 
fertfaer. The rest belonged to. the courts be- 
ef by dm oppoaers 
dian repetitions 
by the court of 



The other arguments made 
of the resolution were little 
•f tt« doetriM so lately 



kiog^ beoeh ; dHd the privOate 
tended to aP eaaea, arnepf tr aaeou» iribmy, and i 
efibnoaa, in wUeh an r et i ea of the peace aright be 
demanded ; that libels were breachea of the peace 
only by infereace, and by conatruetion, not aotnally, 
and in their own nattora; that thiadaccrine was sup- 
ported by die hlgheat law aothoritiaa, by the roooroi 
of parliament^ and particularty by two plain reaol* 
tionaof thehouaoof peera, eo Hi aa thcqaeatfen 
eoneemed their privilege ; and daat to rriax the 
role of privilege^ caae by caae, would be attended 
with the jpreatest inconvenlance, by rondering the 
mlo itawpreeavioua^ in eooaeeueaee of which the 
jodgea would neither knew how to decide with 
oartaintT, nor die aubiect to p ro c ee d with aafety m 
ttda doubtful and pefflous buaineeaa 

With whatever plausibility and eloquence Pitt 
and Ida party eadeaTOured to auppor t theae opin> 
iona, the advocatea for the moaon very tally de^ 
monatrated their faOaoy, and eatabHshed the con* 
trary doctrine on every ^ ground of popolarity, 
liberty, law, precedent, and reason. They ifarst 
took a view of die nature of the oAmce, and ahoww 
ed that a libel waa not only productive of conse- 
quences injwious to the peace of individuala, but 
m naany caaea, pregnant with danger to the Siiety, 
and to the very b^g of the commonwealth. They 
asserted, that the distinction between actual and 
constructive breachea of the peeoe was trifling and 
sophistical : that the question waa concerning the 
natore and weight of the ofllmce, and not the name 
by which it was caOed : dint it would be ridiculouo 
ta allow a seditious libeller advantages which were 
denied to an ordinary breaker of the peace when 
aedition waa a crime of nmeh greater giult and im- 
portance dam a menacing gesture, or even an ac>> 
toal assault : that the pnvUege of parliament was 
a privileae of a cavU natare, instituted to preserve 
die member from being distracted in his attention 
to the business of die nation, by litigations concern- 
ing his private property, but by no means to prove 
a protection for Crimea. ** If,** said they, " this dis- 
tinction of breaches of the peace were to hol^ 
members of parliament might not only libel public 
and private persons with impunity, but mi^ht, with 
die same hnpunity, commit many other misdemea- 
nors and oflroces of the grossest natare, and die 
moat destructive to morality and order; because 
they, as well as libels, are breachea of the peace, 
but by construction, and in their conseauence. If 
prrrHego were of this natore, the freedom of die 
members would be the slavery of die sulgec^ and 
the danger of tibe state. 

'* Privilege of parliament," they added, " being de- 
ifaied solely by die discretion of either house for 
itMlf, was a matter of the most delicate nature : it 
waa dierdbre to be used widi the utmost modera- 
tion. If it should be so exercised as to appear in- 
compatible with the public peace or order, or even, 
perhaps, with the safety and quiet of indiriduals. 
d>e people might come to dunk diat they Uvea 
tmder a constitution, inijndiciousfy, and even ab- 
surdly fhuned, in which the personal liberty of the 
representatives of a free people might become in- 
consistent with dieir own. Inat the house, instead 
of enlarging its immunitiet beyond their originid 
intention and spirit,— instead of claiming an Invl- 
oions and no very honourable privilege, ought to 
stand forward in giving*^ a noble example of its 
moderation and its regard to justice. Bf agreeing 
to the reaolntion, it would give this practical leeson. 
and, at the aame time, thia comfortable security to 
die people, that no situation was a sanctuary for 
those, who preaamed to violate the law inany of lie 
paru.** 

Soch were aome of the chief points insisted on by 
those who justiAed the proposed resolution ; and 
the debate behig ad^umed till n ^t day . the question 
was carried by a majority of one hundred and 
twenty five. One of the members waa then nomir 
liated to go up to the houae of lords, to desire a 
conference for obtaining die ooocorrence of their 
lordships ; which waa accordingly granted ; and their 
lordships, in a few daya after, agreed to the reA>In> 
tion, though not widiout a more obstinate and vi^ 
lent struggle than even that which had taken place 
in the commons. Um protest signed by seventeen 
of them, afibrda a proofof what has been already r»> 
marked, that Mr. Pitt left very littie room for the 
display of novelty, or of originality on that aide of 
the qoaatioo. But the speeohof Uwd Lyttieton in 
aupport of the raaolntlon and pabUshed by him se lf. 
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thongk leM udent tten Pfti% has bMB 
6mtn^ nan oonTineing and tiiuuMir< 

NORTH BKITON BURNED BY THE COMMON 

HANGMAN. 

Thi vaaAotity of the lords ooncorred in the reao- 
lotion of tbo commons on tha ouottion of priTflMpe, 
and in other reaohitiona of the lower house reUttre 
to the libel f—in the order for its being burned Inr 
tiie common liengm«n ; end in the profniety of ad- 
deeAsing the king to testify their indignation at 
such unparalleled insolMioe. 

But though both honses of parliament, actnated 
by the strongest motires of lovalty and of troe patri- 
otism, had reiMdred that no plea of |»iyilege should 
obdtract the regular coarse of Justice in matters of 
soeh high concern to die public, and had also order- 
ed the North Briton, No. XLY, to be burned by the 
common hangman ; yet, when this order was on the 
point of being executed at the Royal Exchange, 

2nder the immediate direction of the city sherijb, 
larley aqd Blunt, the mob became so riotoos as to 
rescue the paper firom the executioner before it 
was consumed, and to fling a billet snatched tnam 
the Are at Uarley's chariot, in consequence of 
which he was sU^tly wounded. This riot being 
ireported to tibe lords and commons, they took up 
tibe matter with becoming seriousness ; and ro- 
solred, after the Lords nad examined Harle;^, 
" tliat the rioters were perturbators of the pubhc 
peace, dangerous to the liberties of this country, 
and obstructors of the national justice." The sher* 
iffs, at the same time, had the thanks of parlianoent 
for their spirited conduct on the occasion ; and 
both honses unanimously joined in an address to 
his majesty, that he would give directions for the 
disoorery of the rioters. 

DUEL BETWEEN MARTIN AND WILKES. 

ArrxK these steps taken by the whole legisIatiTO 
body to brand the Ubel itself with the strongest 
marks of their abhorrence, the commons proceeded 
in the iHnnplaint against Wilkes as the author of it. 
But their earnestness in the prosecution was for 
some time checked by an accident, which, though 

ferilous to Wilkes, proTod Tor^ useful to ms party, 
y keeping the hopei and spirit of the mob aliye, 
which would probably hare expired under an early 
and final deouion of the house against him. In the 
course of the first day's debate on the king's mes- 
sage respecting the libel, Samuel Mardn, member 
of parliament for Camelford, and late first secretary 
of the treasury, whose character had been Tirulent- 
ly attacked in some of the early numbers of tihe 
North Briton, took an opportunity of remarking, 
" that ttte auUkor of these papers was a malignant 
and iniamous coward." When the bouse was up, 
Wilkes sent a note to Martin, acknowledging him- 
self to be the author. A duel with pistols ensued, 
In which WOkes was so dangerously wounded, that 
he could not appear in tbe house of commons, when 
tbe matter of ms complaint was to be heard. In 
consequence, therefore, of a letter from Wilkes to 
the speaker, requesting Uiat the farther considera- 
tion of his case mi^t be deferred until he was able 
to attend, the commons put off the heaxtag of eri- 
dence on the charge against him as the author of 
the libel ; but decided the other questions respect- 
ing the plea <^ pririlege, and the criminality oi the 
paper, as has been already related. 

, MARRIAGE OF THE PRINCESS AUGUSTA. 

DvBiNO this delay of the direct proceedings of 
fho commons against Wilkes, they receiTed another 
message from the king, to fnfbrm tiiem that his ma- 
jesty, ha?ing receired proposals for a marriage be- 
tween the princess Augusta and the hereditary 
prince of Brunswick, had agreed to the same ; and 
as be could not doubt but that such an alliance 
would be to die general satisfaction of all hto sut^ects, 
he promised himself the assistance of that house, to 
mibio him to give his eldest sister a portion suit- 
aible to the honour and dignity of the crown. The 
commons, therefore, as well as the lords, to whom 
tlie like information was eommunicated, unanimous- 
ly resohred to address the king to declare dieir en- 
tire satisfaction at the prospect of an allianoe with so 
illustrious a protestant family, which had so signal- 
ly distinguished itself in the defense of the liberties 
m Europe. The address was presented by the 
whole house; and they Toted eifbty thousand 
INmada as a dowry to har loyal hi^meM. The 



pilBoe aontived in IBn^sMd tha tivatflh of 
iallowiBg; the nK^tuls were eddbrated on tbm 
evening of the axteenth in the most splouded nmn- 



GENERAL WARRANTS DECLARED IL- 
LEGAL. 

Ma. WiLXXS, timngk eonftaed by hii wmmd, 
almost d es e r te d by hia party bk both houses of 
Wamwit, BMde an edibrt of anodier kind. 
Wis crowned widi tempofary sueoess. Bnc e ut ag »»d 
by the TeidiotB wliieh had been given in fiavvor ef 
several persons taken up, like liimseif, on general 
warrants, he commenced an action in die court of 
Common Pleas, against Robert Wood, Esq. tte lacn 
under secretary of state, for seising his pwen ; 
and on die sixth of December, after a hciarteg ef 
near fifleen hours, before lord chief Justice Fntt, 
and a special Jury, he obtained a wdict with 
1000/. dusagee, and oosts of suit. In die cterge 
given on this occasion bv the judgn to tlia Javy, Us 
lordship pnnounoed the warrant, under which 
Wilkes had been apprehended, uncenstitiilional, 
illegal, and absolutely void; but he also dedansda 
that he was fiw from wishing n matter of such oen- 
soqaenoe should rest soMy on his opinion, as he 
was .only one of the twelve judges, and aa dieva 
was also a still hi«^er court, bafim which the 
question might be canvassad. *' If," said be, ** these 
higher jurisdictions should declare my ophrion er- 
roneous, I submit as will beoome me, and kiss die 
rod : but I must st^, I shaH always consider it as a 
rod of iron for the chastiMnient of the people of 
Great Britain." It is but justice to so truly reepeet- 
aUe a diaracter to observe, in direct contmdictien 
to the .'insinuations at that time throam out by 
some of die intemperate friends oi the miaiatry, 
that this opinion was not tinctuxed with»party 
spirit, nor inftueaoed by party attachments. It was 
the result of the most profound knowledge, and ef 
the fullest convicthm (4). It was the very opinion, 
which this great lawyer, when attorney general, 
had stated, with equal candour and ftnnoess, to 
Pitt, who was at that time secrotury of state, and 
who, notwithstanding his learned friend'k declara- 
tion against the legality of general warrants, 
thought himself justified by the practioe of ofliee, 
and by the exigency of the oocaaum, in having vo^ 
course to such extraordinary ads of power. So 
solemn a decision was considered by the oppoaxtUm 
as a matter of great triumph. 

WILKES AVOIDS THE HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

On dio sixteenth of December, the home ef 
commons, being tired out by repeated delaya ef 
Wilkes's appearance on account of his wound, and 
suspecting tn&t there might he some collusion he* 
tweeu him and such of the facfdty as attended him, 
made an order that doctor Ueberden and Ift. 
Hawkins, the former a physician and the latter a 
surgeon, should observe the progress of his conv 
and report their opinion to the house. Wilkes de>- 
clined to admit them, though ho had befrire i«. 
ceived their vidts at die request of Martin. But in 
justification of the characters of his own medical 
attendants, and of the reports they had made from 
time to time of the state of his health, he sent Car 
doctor Duncan, one of has mioesty's surgeons in. 
ordinary, and Middleton, one « his maiesty'a ser> 
jeant suigeons, obsenring, an his usual strain of 
sarcastic humour, " that, m he found the bouse af 
commons thought it proper he should be watched* 
he himself thought two Scotchmen anbst proper fas 
his spies." It seems, however, that the supeifar 
powers of Scotch surgery, or the kind care aaad 
concern of the house of commons tor Wilkeafa 
speedy recovery, had the happiest effect: for tfm 
house having on the twentieth of Decemb^ aih 
jonmtsd dunng the Christmas holidays, Wilkcn 
found himself well enough, on the twenty-Caorth^ 
to set out for France, in order to visit hM dau^tara 
who, he said, was then dangerously ill at Paiia. 
The truth is. that Wilkes, very justly intimidated 
by die decision of all the preliminary questidns re- 
lative to his case, and by the sentence passed on 
his seditious libel, soiled the present opportunity 
afibrded him by the adjournment of the «y*«»w»*i«MT^ 
to make his escape. 

During the recess, it was vefy confidently aa> 
sorted by several of Wilkes's friends, that he 
would attend the house on the nineteenth of JTaik^. 
ary, which was the last day fixed, fior hia i^pewc- 



OJBOAOB III. 1700«18Sa 



45 



B«t» whM that day mniiei, the 
9d a^letter h« bud ffMeiT«d by Ch« 
WOkM At PvM, staliBc tfie inpoMibility of 
Us attending hi* doty in pariianettt at tiM tiaM 
flvquirad, wHh a panar i ndoaod, parporting to ba a 
cartiilcate of one ot the Frenob alnf** pb jMciana, 
and of a ■nrceon of die French army, relating to the 
itate of WilKea'a faaalth, bat not aatbealteated be- 
iwe a notary pid»lic, nor the aignatare thereof reii* 
AadinanyaMmaer. llMMepapera being read, Mune 
medieal gentlemen iirtio attended afooording to or- 
der, ivnra eallad in and interrogated at the bar. It 
appeared by thafar teetinway, ttat WOhea had re- 
teed to admit mirgeoaa appointed by that bmue to 
esandne into the atafee of ma woond; and bia re> 
treat into France rather hidionting a diatriMt of bia 
came, than any thing aaria* in bia oanatitation, the 
haoM reeolred, tiiat lia ao doing, he was gailty of a 
contempt of their anAority, and that thiey wovld 
therefore pvooeed to hear the evidenoe in nupport 
of the charge againat him. They oonaidered the 
latter and ttm apology be had aent fiur Us non>ap- 
pe ar a n oe, together with the oertiAcata that acoora- 
paniad it, aa qnite nugatory. If bia wound bad 
oeea in the condition in which be repreaented it, 
a journey to Paris waa a atrange meaaare ; and 
theconaequencea aroae from bia own Tolantaiy acL 

WILKES EXPELLED. 

A ma the examination of the witneaaea againat 
Wilkea bad been entered apon by the boaae, re- 

eiated efTorta were made by a few of hia fiienda to 
terrnpt, or to procure an a^Jonnuneat of the far- 
ther bearing of oTidence : but, to nn purpoae. The 
witneaaea were all ancceasiTely called in ; and their 
infiormatton appearing aatisfactory aa to the author 
of the UImI. on the atrocioua crimfasality of wlucb 
die bouae had already paaaed aentence, the expul- 
aion of Wilkea waa voted by a Tory oonalderaUe 
Budority ; and a new writ waa ordered for electing 
another member for Aileabury in bia room. 

To complete the degradation of thia late idol 
of the popvlace, a boA*, entitled " An Eaaay on 
Woman," which he bad privately printed and dia- 
peiaed amongit hia firienda, waa preaented by one 
of the aecretariaa of atate to toe bouae of lotda. 
Thia book, full of the moat indecent and profane 
lihaldry, reflected on die character of a right rerer- 
end member of that bouae (5), wfaoae vast extent of 
erudition and 80Di*>a added dignity and luatre to bia 
high atation. The peera proceeded against the au- 
thor fiw a breach of privibBge, while he waa indict* 
ad in tlie courts below for blaaphemy. The warm- 
•at of hia termer advocatea were now aahamod to 
tUtOT' a word in hia &voar; and even tfie mob, 
though thay did not diareUab faction, could not di- 

Kt pralineneaa : they could foripve party-malice, 
were ahocked at offences aaainst morality, re- 
ligion, and conuaon decency. Wilkes waa aooa run 
to an outlawry for not appearing to the indictments 
againat him ; and the ainu, which be bad carried on 
againat the aeoretarlea of atate, feU of courae to the 



GENERAL WARRANTS. 

So flvtha triumph of the ndniatry waa oompletatf 
waa paaaed on Ae cauao, aa well aa on 
of their moat malignant alanderer. But 
of atate were aoon attacked on a 
paiat, whidi eoold hardly be deliended by the ut- 
moat etaartlona of their atrengtfi and influence. On - 
the flmrteenth of Ifebmary, a motion waa made in 
of ooomwna, " mat a general warrant for 
leading and aaiaing the authors, printaia, 
puUiafaara of a aadinova Kbel. together with 
rpapara, waa not wananted by law." The 
frioiua of adminiatration were tu from vindicating 
the ptaoti ee of ganeral warrants \ but they thought 
tiiat the abaae of diem could not be aflbotnally nre- 
aanted by a reaolution of one branch af die legUa- 
tn« on a single case, and that the remedy shonld 
ba provided by an act of pailiainent, dbtinguiabing 
caaea, and qwdfying those diacrationary powen, 
which die contingent exigendea of government 
might require to be veatod in a aecratary of atate. 
They alao inaisted very atrongly on the impr o p ri ety 
af daeidiag in the bouae of commons a question 
depending in a court of judicature. It was 
diey endeavoured to ward eff the intandad 
and having, tboagh by a amall majority, pao- 
an adiionrnment of the qucalian tfU the ae- 
oaa of tteir fiiands movad» that allor 



the werda, *• That n geaeial wanaMt i»r apprehend- 
ing and aeiaintf the aathoM, printata, and publish- 
ers of a sediwras aad treasonable Ubel, together 
with their papers is not warranted by law ; might 
be added, aluough such warrant had been issaed 
acco r ding to the usage of ofllce, and bath been fre- 
qaeat^ prodnoed to, and. so flur as aMiears to thia 
house, the validity thereof hath never been debated 



in tibe court of king's bench, but the partiaa 
vpon have bean freqnendy bailed by Ine said oonrt.** 



Inis state of the qoeation snidected it to new and 
manraMmntaUa diAcultiea, becauae a raaolatiBn of 
die coauBoaa, ao worded, would imply no leaa than 
impntatioB of pequry on die court of king'a 
fn admitting to bail peraona oonnnitted 
upon auch Illegal warranta, instead of giving them 
a free diaebarga* It waa likewiae thought a little 
extraordinary, that the word " treaaonable," con- 
tained in the earl of HaUluL'a general warrant, waa 
omitted in the original motion. After a very long 
and warm debate, it waa carried, that the mrther 
oonaiiieradea of the question ahould be adjoamMl 
for four montha, which waa in the uaual phrase^ 
civilly dismissing it. The minority, however, on 
this p<nnt, was so very oooaiderable, being two bun* 
dred and twenty against two hundred and ttirty 
four, that the naniatry may rather be said to have 
escaped than oononered. The, whole fabric of 
their power seemea to be shaken by this conteat ; 
but tne progress of the seaaion allowed that the 
formidable nnmbera of their opponente were mus- 
tered only on thia aingle oocaaion. On aU others 
there waa no great difllcolty ; and the whole acheme 
of the auppUea in particular met with the moat per- 
fect acquiescence. A abort account of the pldn. on 
which they were raiaed, will abow how far they 
were deserving of ganeral approbation. 

NEW PLAN OF SUPPLIES. 

Ih contriving this new scheme, the ministry found 
means to eat off one of the principal sources of po- 
pular clamour. Agreeably to die principles wbach 
they bad laid down in the former seaaion, in which 
they declared for the most sparing use of taxation, 
and from the experience concerning the taxes they 
bad then ventured to propose, they now reaolved 
neither to open a loan, nor to have recourae to a 
lottery ; though it la well known, that, in aome rea 
pecti, theae loans and lotteries afford no unpleaa- 
mg opportunities to a minister of oUiging his frlendsr 
and strengthening his connections. The objects, to 
which they confined their attention, were first, the 
settlement of exchequer bills to the amount of one 
million eight hundred thousand pounds, which had 
been issued by virtue of an act passed ia die preced- . 
ing year, and then made cbaurgeable on the ifarst 
aids to be granted in the present session ; secondly, 
the discharge of two millions of a debt contracted 
on account of the war, and which still remained to 
be satisfied; and, thirdly, the ways and means for 
the service of the ensuing year. As the bank con- 
tract was to be renewed, me treasury avaikNd itself 
very prudendy of so foTonrable a ooi^nnctere, and 
sdpulated that this body should take a mUlion of 
the exchequer bills for two years, at an interes(,re- 
dnced by one-fourdi, and should also pay a fine, on 
the renewal, of one hundred and ten thousand 
pounds. This waa oertainlv die moat beneficial eon- 
tract ever before made with that coiporation, whose 
vaat money trade is supported by the credit of gov- 
ernment. For die rest of the exchequer bills, they 
struck new ones. They brought to the aervice of 
the nation about seven hundred and twenty three 
tbou a an d pounds, die produce vt die French prises 
taken before the declaration of war, and which the 
king generously beatowed iqion the nublio. They 
alao brought to aooount what had been long ne- 
glected, to the detriment of the service, aad the re- 
proaidi of former adndnistrationa, die saving on the 
non-effective men ; and thia saving amounted to one 
hundred aad forty thousand pouads. With these 
resonrces, with the land-tax now grown into a set- 
dad and permanent revenue of four shiOiags in the 
poimd, with the duty upon malt, with two mlBiUna 
taken from the sinking fund, being the overplus of 
that fund, joined to some other savings, dkey paid 
off the before mentioned debt, and provided for the 
carraBt aerrice in all ite estabUsbmenti aodoontinr 
geaeles. They Justified their anqpleyment ef the 
overptas of the sinking fund by fonaer precedents, 
by die propriety aad wisdom of tiio 
but pnodpally on the credit 
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it toy near four ha ndr e d diaaflvttd pounda in tb» 
Biup.e artide of tea, aA fanmense qnantity of whieh 
had been bronght to pay duty by m» pmdent near 
•vroe taken for the prerention of anngf Ung, and 
tbe vigilant collection of the rerenue. 
Nomtaig oonld more eridentiy demonstrate iSka 




prise money by the AiToar of the crown, at a 
when there were, perhapo, other calla, planaible and 
preoiteg enongh, to di?ert it another way ; Ae ben- 
eAdal contract with the bank, by which one him> 
dred and ten thoiwand ponndi were bronght to the 
■ei>iio of the year, betides the tranafar and dday- 
ed payasent at redoeed interest of a million of ex- 
oheqaer bills ; and tlie saring on the non-effectiTe 
man, which amovnted fo so Inrge a som ; were mat> 
tars of siioh stziking merit and importance, that 
none bat the deroted tools of a party could pass 
timm over unnoticed. 

Among the ways and meana of tibis s e s s ion were 
some regulations of the American trade, and some 
duties imposed on rarious articles of import and ex- 
pert in tliat extensire sphere of oommeroe, wliich, 
though thev occasioned but litde debate at the 
tfaae, proTod Tory soon afterwards a source of the 
most violent contests, and gradually led to all the 
horrors and calamities of a civil war. 

The fourteenth resolution of the committee of 
ways and means which stated, " ttat towards thr> 
ther defraying the said expenses, it might be pro- 
per to charge certain stamp duties In the said co- 
lonies and plantations,'' was thrown out, or rather 
postponed to tfie next session, in order to giro die 
colonies an opportunity of petitioning acainst it, 
should diey deem it exceptionable, and of oflbring 
ftome equif alent for the siqppooed pndnoe of such 



But a bUl was passM for restraining the increase 
of paper money m the colonies, bjr declaring that 
any sudh PH^^r, which might be in future Issned 
ther e, should not be eonsideired as a legal tender in 
payownt. It Is remarkable, that all those measures, 
many of whieh were extremely delicate and hasard- 
Qus, were proposed, acquiesced in, and passed into 
laws, without the least animadrersion, as if the 
leaders of party, who had been so clamorous about 
trifles, anttcipatad with silent icy tiie fatal issue of 
auoh experiments, and looked upon them as the 
probable means of Introdadng Aemselres into 
power, even through the distresses and conrulsions 
of the whole empire. 

Among the bills prepared for the royal sssbiH at 
the close of the session on the eighteenth of April, 
was one which had for its ol^ect the increase of the 
revenue of the post-office, by correcting and re- 
straining abuses and frauds in the practice of frank- 
ing* Vpon the whole it was estunated, that the 
to the revenue, in consequence of flnsnking 



amounted to 
pounds annually. It 

fbr a gevemnen^ whidi Talned itadf upon 
nnr, to shock thoee abuses, and to regulate tkm psi- 
viwge. It waa made foionv and tranaportataon for 
a years to forge a frank. 

6BNBRAL CONWAY D18MISSBD. 




Ir is umMoeosary to as afc e any aem 
speeoh, with wUoh his mi||eety clooed this 
ae it contataied only tike usual return of 
both houses for their wise and pnblle s| 
tions ; a renewal of the assuran* 
jesty continued to receive of the paolAc 
ofiweign powers; and an aahovtatlon to 
this season of traaqnillify in eonsMeiing of thei 

efTeetual means for perfocUng the works of p< 

so happily begun. Thus ended die parMamentniy 
campMgn for this season ; and the minlslry, to 
whose duration a very short dato had been 
ed by their adrevaaiies, not only wi 
storms of the session, but seemed to 
strengtti to contend widi fhtore tempests. In the 
moment of triumph, and of Indignation alse at thoee 
who had d ese rte d them In the hoiv of 
danger, they showed dieir power and 
perhaps too indiscreedy, by dismissing 
sons of high mDitary rank from the service, 
among the rest, lieutonant-general Conway, an offi- 
cer ofdisdnguished merit and abitttlee. So harsh a 
step admitted, however, of some litde excuse, f n 
the debate on general warrants, ^e division in'tte 
commons ran so poos', m before observed, that the 
ministry carried the question only by a m^orlty of 
fourteen. Had the quesdon been decided in favour 
of the oppoaition, the monument was to have been 
illuminated in the same manner as in die year 1731; 
when the Hunons excise scheme was defeated; and 
the greatest testimonies of joy were to have been 
disjdayed. Preparations for toose purpooes havtog 
been openly made, were considered as so many fo- 
snlts upon government j and however the seal of 
die citutens or of the unralbrmed populace might in- 
fluence diem, it was thought indecent in any of the 
king's servants to countenance such proceedings. 
The general ofllcer already mentioned waa repre^ 
seated as being an important aoqaMtton to the 
minority, and was charged widi not only vothig 
against the court in the debato on 
rants, but with speaking in the most 
terms of the minister's person and capacity! 
iness. Tlie general and his friends very pro p e rt y 
insisted upon his being as independent as any other 
gendeman in the hoiue of commons," and tout he 
ought to be as free in giving his vote. Hie ministry 
were far from disputing that principle ; hut they 
said, diat the king ought to have an equal freedom 
in employteg whom he pleased fn die departBenis 
that were in his disposal (6). 



NOTES TO CHAPTER VI. 



1 AU BIr. PittPs fonner Imrah 
and outrageou s cenaurea of 
the peace were softened into 
this oourdy phrase, in his 
convaiaation with the king. 

S 1%e present duke of York. 

S The orator here alluded to 
Mr. Wflkes^s famous, or ra- 
dier infomelis ** Essay on 
Woman." 

4 His lordship acquired great 
popularity by hi* judicial de- 
cisions on the illegality of gen- 
eral warrants. The corpora- 
tion of Dublin took the lead 
in voting falm the freedom of 
dty in a gold box, ae- 
ipaaied with the thaitta «f 



the sheriflb and common coon- 
cfl for his just and spirited 
conduct to the late trials. 
The lord mayor, aUermen, 
and common council of Lon. 
don improved upon the ex- 
ample by a vote, that die 
freedom of the city should be 
presented to his lordship, and 
tout he should also be request, 
ed to sit for his picture^ m be 
niaoed in OnildhaD. m a last, 
ing memorial of their grati- 
tude. Similar compliments 
were transmitted to him from 
some odMr communities in 
England and Ireland ; and 
the seal ef ruyal approba- 



don 

to those testimonies of popu- 
lar esteem, by creating him a 
peer of the realm. 
Dr. Warbnrton, bishop of 
Gloucester, whoM name waa 
most scurrilously mserted to 
the tide page as the anther ef 
the notes. The eomphunt 
could not othervrise have been 
propeziy brought befove 
house of lords. 
In litde more than a 
after, the general had ample 
amends autde him for the un- 
pleaaantoeas of this dlonila* 
slon, by being appetnted cum 
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CHAPTER VII. 



MtUMttn ktt9 the Obum* ^ tkM Renewal 9f H«itUUiet with the Satmge Tribes im Amerie&-^&teHt of 
ihs Copemmemtt qf Quebec, of JSast and West Fiarida—IneUemenU to tVar on the Part itf the Jn. 
diane^MUUmnr OpermUene against the Indians, and Peace with tkem^/mpolMc SviffresHon ef the 
eemmercial intercourse between the British and Spanish Piantations, and between the Amerieam 
Cki donte e and the French islmnds—Ctdemists refuse Oompensatiim/or the Statnp Dwties^-State of the 
Mritieh Mjeg w oo d c utters to the Ba^ ^ Hontberas^French atone for, outrage at Turn's Islands-" 
JProgress flf Amerira n Stam m Act throng both Homses— Prevention of SatuggUng-^Purchase of the 
Sooeretgntp of the Isle of Man^A Regemcf Bill roeonmended by his Ms^esty^New Administration 
formed hp the Duke of Cumberland. 
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CAUSES OF DISTUBBANCES WITH THE 
INDIANS. 

van* nnHB renewal of hosdlitiM on the part of the 
X Mvacea in AaeBka was banly noticed, eai^ 
lyin the Imi ohapter,aMoog tfaelinportantoonoeras 
of the Britiah niinittiy: but any wther detaik on 
that head wave tiien poalponed, on aooomtt of the 
more iannediate and more tetereotinff prewnre (rf 
domuatic ooouKrencea. in ardor now to lead the 
reader to a proper idea of the erenti of tibataaTago 
war, it win DO nernmary to trace out ike canaea 
which probably garo riae to it; and to explain the 
moniinrea, which were, caatiooaly thonfl^ at flnt 

~ to prevent any anoh din- 



By the Iborth and MTenth articlea of the treaty 
of peace, Canada waa ceded to Great Britain in iti 
utmoat extent. Thki aiietohed the northern part of 
her pnmiraainnii on the oontinent of America from 
one ocean to til>e odier. Tho cearion of Lonklana 
ta M ladmippi, and of the Spaniah Florida on both 
aeaa made ner American empire complete. No 
fkontiem could be more distinctly defined, normore 
poHbcdy aeenred. The only care which seemed 
lefk Air Great Britain, wae to render theae acquiai- ^ 
tioam. aa beneficial in trafik, aa they were ezteaaiTe * 
in territory. In order to come at an exact know- 
ledf e of every thing ne cemar y for tliia purpose, it 
waa indgod expedient to diride Hm new acquiaitiona 
on the continent into three aeparate and indepen- 
dent govoniiueBta. 

The first and moat northerly of Aeae diviaiona 
called die goTonuaent of Quebec, dm limita- 
of which within narrower bonndariea than 
I b n ii e r l y aasigned by the French to Canada, 
excited some swpriae and no Uiconsiderable clam- 
our at home. The aoudiem diriaions were more 
eaaily adjusted, as the two prorincea of Bast and 
Weat Florida were regularly parted by the river 
Apalaehlcola. Tho coast of Labrador from die rirer 
St. John to Hodaon'a Straits, and aU the neigh- 
bearing islanda in tho ^olph of St. Lawrence, were 
suhjected to the authority and inspection of the gor- 
emor of Newfo u ndland, their value depenonng 
whollyua the fishery. The islands of St. John and 
Cape Breton were annexed, as their situation re* 
qeured, to Nova Scotia: 

This distribution of the newly acq uir e d territories 
was announced to die public, m a royal proclama- 
tion of the seventh of October, 1783. Most people 
were, indeed, astonished to find, that the enrimns 
of tho great lakes, the fine countries en the whole 
course of die Ohio and Ouabacbe, and almost all 
Aat tract of Leniiriana which lies on the hither 
branch of the Mississippi, were left out, and, as it 
were, disregarded In this ooasted plan of territorial 
re^^ulation. But the ministry had many reasons 
fee such an apparent omission. A consideration of 
the Indiana caunried widi it no small weight, becanae 
It might have given a iiuaibia alann to mat people. 



a diey bad seen dieir whole coantry fimaaDy can* 
toned out into regular estahUahments. It waa in 
this idea that the proclamation atriedy forlmde any 
purchases or setdementa beyond die limits of the 
three before mentioned governments, or any ex- 
tonalon td the old cdonica beyond the heads of the 
livers ^iriiich fiUl .from the weatward into the Adan- 
dc ocean; reserrhifr expremly all the territoriaa be- 
hind as an huntiaa ground for the Indiana. An- 
other reason, probaUy, why no dispoaltiou had 
been made of the inland oottntnr, waa, that the 
charters of many of the old oolonfos gave diem no 
other bonnda to the weatward bnt die South Sea ; 
and oonsequendy comprehended almost all the oon- 
quered districta. But where the western boundary 
ought to be settled, waa a matter which admitted of 
great dispute ; and, to all appearance, could only 
be finally adjusted by tho BBterpoaition of parlia> 



That the ndnlatry were not guilty of any blame«- 
ble neglect 4a erident Aromtheb earnest attention 
to the unprovement of diose parts which they could 
perfecdy command. In order to inrite snldiersand 
seamen, who had served in the American war, to 
setde in the country they had conquered, lots of 
land were offered to them as the rewards of their 
services, and in proportion to the rank diey hrid In 
the army or navy. Every field officer was to have 
five thousand acres, every captain three thousand, 
every subaltern two thousand, every non-commis- 
sioned ofl&cer two hundred, and every private sol- 
dier or seaman fifty. But as no encouragement un- 
connected with the idea of liberty could be flatter- 
ing to Englishmen, a dvU estabUsbmen^ oompre- 
bendiiM; a popular representative, agreeable to the 
plan ofthe royal governments in the other colonies, 
was directed as soon as the circumstances of these 
countries would admit of it; and In die mean 
, time, such regulations were provided as held out to 
■ everv individual the fall enjoyment and benefit of 
! die laws of England. And, lasdy, diat nothing 
might be wanting for the security of new settlers, 
I and for awing as well as protecting die Indian na- 
tions, a regular military establishment alio waa 
fi>rmed there, consisting of ten thousand men, dl> 
I rided into twenty battalions, part of whom were 
to be employed in the defence of the Weat India 
islands. 

I THE INDIANS COMMENCE HOSTILITIES. 

But though the most prudent steps were thua 
taken, to avoid giving ofience to the Indians on the 
; one hand, and to intimidate their ferocity on the 
other, they suddenly fell upon the frontiers of the 
moat valuable settiemeuts, and upon aU the out-Iy^ 
ing forts, with such a unanimity in the design, 
and such persevering fury in the attack, as had not 
been experienced even in the hottest times of any 
former war. Various causes concurred to urge 
them on to this fery unexpected violence. The 
English had treated' the savagea at all times with 
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too moch indiffereoee, but mora especittty aince 
the dbme of th« French war. The vraal preeonti 
were omitted. Contrary to the intentuma of gor- 
enuncnt, aettlementa were attempted bevond the 
JQst limica. Purchaaea, indeed, were made of die 
landa, M^d aometimea fair onea. Bat the Indiana, 
cenadona of the weakneaa and fudlity of tfieir own 
character i^ all dealinga, hare often conaidered a 
purchaae and an inra^on aa nearly the aame ttdaif. 
They expect, that the reaaon of enlightened nadoui 
will rather aid, than take adrantage of their imbe- 
cility, and wUi not aafTerthem, eren when they 
are willhig, to do thoae thinga which moat end in 
their rain when donie. Tbey were alao alarmed at 
aeeing aU the placea of atrengdi in the poaaeaaion 
of the Britiah troopa, and a chain of forta drawn 
rooi^ the beat banting coantry they had left, which 
waa an ot^^ect of the more aenooa concern to them, 
m» anch gvonnd became eyery day more acarce, not 
only from tlie gradnal extending of the Britiah aet> 
dementa, bat from their own bad eoonomy of thia 
aingle reaoaroe of aarage life. It waa uerefore 
Tery nataral tar them to look apou evory ganriaon 
aa the firat adTanoea of an encroaching colony ; 
and^in the midatof aU timae feara, a report haTing 
been apraad amongst them, that a acheme waa 
formed for their entire extbpation, they dil not 
keaitate a moment longer to take np the aatchet. 

tlie Ddawarea and Bhawaneae, who, aa the cnl- 
tiration of PennaYlvanla adyanced, had retired, 
and aettled npon tne Ohio, took the lead in thia re- 
aMwalefhoaolitiea. They had eren the addreaa to 
engage the Senecaa, one of the ftre nationa to whom 
they themaeWea had been fonneriy tribatarlea, to 
«apoaae their qnarrel, and to Join in the propoaed 
atta^ on the Britiah forta and coloniea. 

General Amheiat, Ae commander in diief, 
aen^ble of the danger to which all the Britiah con- 
qaeata were expoaed by ih» andden breaking oat 
of thia war, aent off detaduaenta aa eariy aa poa- 
aible to atrengthen the chief poatk Detroit waa 
the flrat, where one of the detachmenta arrirod on 
the twenty-nfaftth of Jnly, and where a plan waa 
immedi^tdy formed by captain Dalyel, who had 
the ccmmaad of theae troopa, for anrpriaing the 
aavagea in their camp, which waa about three 
mOea from tiie fort. The captain aet oat at the 
head of two hnndred and forty-lire men, between 
two and three o'clock in the morning, with all the 
precautiona poaaible. He waa alao attended by two 
armed boata, to co-operate with the land forces, 
whoae march lay along the bank of the lake, or to 
<H>ver, if neoeaaary, their retreat. They were not 
far from the Indian qoartera, when they receireda 
brisk fire in their fronu Ixutantly after it began 
opon their rear. They were attacked on aU aidea, 
.and their commander foil early in the action. The 
darkneaa of the night hind^od their aeeing the 
enemy ; and the whole party waa on the point of 
falling into iiremediable confuaion. The Indiana 
had been appriaed of their deaign, and had, with 
their nsaal aobtlety, poated tbemaelrea in aoch a 



manner behind hedgea, and in hats on each aide of 
the road, aa gave mapn a oonaidcrable adrantage 
orer the expoaed asaailanta. In thia emergency, 
captain Grant, on whom the command of the Bri- 
tish troopa d«rolTed, aaw that nothing waa left 
hat a retreat. He also saw that eren this ooold be 
eflected only by first making a apirited attack on 
the enemy'a poata, which waa done with great order 
and reaoltttion. The Indiana wore driven from the 
road, and at length repalaed erery where. Cap- 
tain Grant then made good his retreat to the boata, 
which carried off the woanded ; and the reat of 
the detachment regained the fort, tboagfa with groat 
difficulty, and considerable lom, aa rery near a 
third of their namber fell in the action. At the 
Tery time when one party of them waa thus foiled 
In their atratagema near Detroit, another more 
nnmerona and formidable body inreated fort Pitt, 
at the dlatance of more than two hundred milea 
from the former place. 

In the mean time general Amherat, fully per- 
anaded, from the importance and ritaation of fort 
Pitt, that it would tiecome one of the principal ob- 
jects of aavage fury, ordered colonel Bououet to 
Biarch to ita relief, with a large quantity ofproTir 
alona and atorea under a atrang eacort. The In- 
diana, who had their acouta. all orer the ooontry, 
were no aooner informed ot the march of the Eng- 
llah troopa, than they abandoned the blockade- of 
tho fort, tn order to aoiae the fimt foTourable oppor 
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tuaity of eatting off the intended rainfoneme 
Colonel BonqnetnaTing adranoed aa far aa Ligoai 
on the extreme Terge of the Britiah aetHemeala, 
wiAoot reoeifing any intolligenoe of the poaitioii or 
motiona of the enemy, very prudently resolved to 
diaencamber himaelf there of the waggons and of 
a conaiderable part of the ammunition and prori- 
aiona} while he proceeded with the troops, and 
about' three hundred and forty horaea loaded widi 
flour and auch odier auppHea' aa were aheolutelY 
neceaaary. Being thua disburdened, the ^^c«*ah 
army entered a rough and mountainona eoontrr. 
Before them lay a dangerona defile, called Turtle 
Creek, aereral milea in length, commanded the 
whole way by high and craggy hula. It 
tare deemed aaoat adviaaUe not to 
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thia defile but by njght, in order, if poaaible, to elade 
the vigilance of thev alert enemlea. 

Wli&e the colonel and hia narty worn maUag the 
neceaaary arranfementi to i iiri uai 
a fodguing marn of aeventeen 
made a auddan attack on hia 
which being apeedily and flnnly 
enemy waa beat off, uideven poraoedto aconaidaiw 
able dlatance. Aa aoon aa the aava|(ea wc 
from one eminence, they immediately 
another ; till by conatant relnforeementa, ther 
able to anrround the whole detachment, and to 
tack the convoy in the roar, which forced die 
body to foU back for ita protection. The 
now became general; and thooi^ the aa« 
poored down on every aide in oonaideraliie nnai> 
bera, and fought with unoaaal regularity and apirit, 
the auperior akUl and ateady courage of the Bntiak 
troopa at length prevailed. Above aixty of tkm 
Engllah w<ire nlled or woanded ; and aa die groand, 
on wUdi they atood, waa not in adapted to an en- 
campment, die convoy and the wounded were 
placed in the centre : and the tvo^ta, fonniaf a 
drde, enoompaaaed the vrhole. In tUa manner, 
and with litde repoae, they paaacd an anzioaa 
nighty obliged to die atricteat vigilance trf a dariag 
enemy, who, notwithatonding tU» fitat iAe6k, 
aeemed to wait only f«r the morning to conopleto 
their deatruction. 

Thoae who have only experienced die aevetitlai 
and dangers of a campaign in Europe, can acarerfy 
fonn an idea of what la to be done and endured in 
an American war. To act in a country cultivated 
and inhabited, where roada are made, magaauiaa 
are established, and hoqiitala provided; whare 
thero are atrong towna to aflfbrd refuge in caae of 
misfortune ; or, at the worat, a generous enemy to 
yield to, from whom no consolation, but thehonovr 
of victory, can be wanting ; this may be conaiderad 
aa the exerciae of an active and adventurona mfaid^ 
rather than a rigid oonteat for mutual deelnicdon ; 
and aa a <Uapnte between rivala for glory, i^dwr 
than a atru^ gle between aangninary enonuea. But 
in an American campaign, every oqeet ia terrible ; 
the face of die country, the climato, the enemy. 
Thero ia no roikoahment for the healthy, no relief 
for the sick or wounded. A vast inhoi^toble 
deaert, unaafe and treacheroua, extenda on every 
side. Victories are not dedaive, but defeate ara 
ruinoua ; and aimple death ia the leaat miafortaae 
that can befol a aoldier. Thia forma a aerviee 
truly critical, in which all the firmneaa of the body 
and mind is put to the aevereat trial ; and aH the 
exertiona of courage, peraeverance, and addreaa 
are called fordi by the unoeaaiug perila of every 
moment. Some remarka of thia kind a ee ni a d ne- 
ceaaary, to place in a proper li^t the dniadfol 
aituation and anparallelled efforta of the brave da* 
tachment under colonel Bouquet. 

At the first dawn of ligh^ in the morning of tke 
aixth of Auguat, the aavagea, at the dlatance of 
about fife huudrvd yards, emitted the moat horrid 
ahouts and yells,, in order to intimidate by an oeten- 
totion of their numbers and their foi^Maty. Ajftar 
this alarming preparative, they roahed on widi the 
utmost fory, and, under the fovour of an inceoaant 
fire, made aeveral bold efforts to penetrate into the 
camp. They were repulsed in every attempt, bat 

5f no meana diacouraged from new onea. The 
ritiah troopa, continually victorioua, were eonti- 
noally in dan^gr. 

Colonel Bouquet, aeeing that all depended oa 
bringing the aavagea to a doae engagement, and 
that when preaaed, they alwaji flow offan order t» 
rally with die greater effect, formed a plan for 
givmg new aCrength to their aadadty by aukteg 
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tUpatMoBB foT tti «ppw«iit ratr««L The mviffei 
gave anCfraly into tlie tnuan : iin«||nfag that thote 
iBOfeaMOts were gnre indicatSons o( ao attempt to 
ejKape, tliey mahed from die wooda which had 
mtharto coTercd them, and hnrrnnf on headlonr 
with the utmost intrepidity, gaUed the Eni^Uh 
with their heary ftre. Bat at the very inatont, when 
they thoni^t uie -victory certain, and the camp 
taken, the two ikrat oompaniea made a sodden turn, 
and saQying oat firom a part of the hiil which was 
not obflerred, fell furiously apon their right flank. The 
Inrbarians made for a little time a desperate stand, 
returning the first tre with great reaolution ; bat 
they fled at the second volley. As they turned their 
backs, two other oompanies presented themselres 
in thor tnnt. and totally roatod than with great 
slaughter. Iiio victorious army, notwithstanding 
this advantage, had suffered so much, and had lost 
so many horses, that, before they could moTO, they 
were oUlged to destroy the greatest jpart of their 
floor and provisions, and conseaoentfy to give op 
one of the principal olgects of their expedition. 
Aboat two nules farther on, at a place called Bushy 
Bun, the savages made another attadc upon diem, 
but less vigorously than before ; aftor which thej 
auffered little molestation during die rest of thmr 
march, but arrived safe at fort Fitt, in four days 
firom the actioo. The loss sustained by the Eni^ish 
. in these engagement was flfty killed, and siboot 
sixty wounded: that of the savages was not moch 
greater, owing to their manner of fighting ; bat 
their trUies bong very thin, they thought it an al- 
most irreparable havoc, particularly as some <tf 
their bravest leaders had fallen upon the occaston. 
Tliough the two forts of Detroit and Pitt were 
thus secdred by timely reinforcements, the Indians 
in other parts of the country were not discouraged 
from &rther attem|>to. Niagara was a place 
equally worthy of their regard; and they endeav« 
oored to distress it by every method, which the 
meanness of their skill in attacking fortified places 
would permit. Xbey chiefly directed their atten- 
tion to the convoys, hoping to storve what Uiey 
" conld not otherwise reduce. The vast distance of 
the forts from each other, and of all of them firom 
the settled countries, favoured their design. Near 
the carrying place of Niagara, a body of five hon- 
dred of them surrounded an escort consisting of 
two companies of English soldiers, on the foorteendi 
of September, and killed seventy-two of the prir 
vates, besides offlcers and seijeants. On the lake 
Erie, with a crowd of canoes, they attacked a 
schooner, which was conveying provisions to fort 
Detroit; but here they were not so snccessluJ. 
Though in this savage navy diey had employed 
near four hundred men, and had but a single veisel 
to engage, they were repulsed, aftor a hot engage- 
ment, with great loss. The schooner was to them 
as a fortification on the water; and they knew not 
how to make their approaches, or onseta, with the 
same advantage as upon the convoys by land. 

TREATY WITH THE INDIANS. 

Whilb the war was thus raging in die remoter 
parts of the colony^ 8ir William Johnson applied 
himself with indefotinble seal to secure theattach- 
inent of such of the Indians as had not yet com- 
menced hostilities. For this purpose he opened 
conferences at the German Flats, m the beguning 
of September, with the Six Nadons and some 
others, who appeared desirous of continuing in 
^ttiet depcndance upon England. They could not, 
however, prevent die Senecas and their allies 
from condnuing their depredations and massacres. 
Vigorous measures were therefore adopted to re-, 
dnce these refractory savages to reason ; and it 
was not till tbey severely felt the scourge of pow- 
erful vengeance, that the Senecas were induced to 
solicit peace. In the treaty concluded between 
them and Sir William Johnson, all occasions of 
future dispute were removed ; their boundaries 
were prec&ely ascertained ; their past transgres- 
sions were forgiven ; and in consequence of their 
solemn engagementa nevermore to make war upon 
the EngUsh, or to suffer any of their people to 
commit any acta of violence on the persons or pro- 
perties of any of his Britannic majesty's subjecta, 
dtey were not only admitted once more into the 
covenant chain of friendship, but were to be in- 
dalged with a free, fair, and open trade. 

Inis treaty took place in April 1704; and one of 
Che moat considerable succoum being thereby with- 



drawn from tiio other boatOa tclbtt. It 
likely tiiat they would hold out nmch lonMr. 
Colonel Bradstzeet was ordered to advanoo wim a 
large body of men from Niagara to the oountriee of 
thos e savages ; and colonel Bouquet set out witii 
another body for the same nnrpose froox Canada* 
intending to carry the war tnrongh their most >•» ' 
moto habitations, if they did not sabnait in time* 
Such appearances of determined resohition produo* 
ed t|ie pnmer effecto : for what colond Bradstraet 
arrived at Presque Isle in Augost deputies from dM 
several nations waited upon him, and engaged by 
solemn treaty to deliver up all the prisoners m dieir 
hands, and to renounce all claim to the poata and 
forte pos s ess e d in theiVv ooontry by tlie RngHsh, 
who should be at liberty to erect as many more aa, 
might be thought necessary for the security of their 
trade, with as much land to each fort, for raising 
provisions, as a cannoi shot can fly over. Soaae 
other conditions were added, tending to inspire the 
barbarians with a sense of humanity and justice* 
and to give them some idea of the ^^g***** govern^ 
ment. Colonel Bouqoet was equally sucoessftil* 
though the savages, against whom he marrJied', 
were by far die most peifldious and intract|Jde» 
Be penetrated into the very heart of their country 
about the latter end of October: and when they 
found that he was neidier to be checked by any 
show of reaistanoe, nor amused by delusiye pro* 
mises, they agAed to treat in good earnest. nud»- 
fully giving up all their prisoners, even the cnildren 
bom of whtte women, admitting detaehmento of Ids 
army into their towns, giving some o# their chiefr aa 
hostages, and appointina dranties finally to aetlle 
the terms of peace with Sir William Johnson* 
These wise and rasolnte measores restored security 
to the hiteiior colonists, or back settlers in North 
AmeriJM. 

DISSATISFACnON OF THE COLONISTS. 

But while the British government was thus tak- 
ing the most effectual steps to secu r e the peaceable 
submission of the American savages, a spirit of 
much more dangerous resistance began to appear 
among its civiliaed sulgecta on the same continent* 
This was first excited by some attempta made to 
break off all kind of commerdal intercourse between 
the British colonies and the French and Spanish 
setdementa. Ihe trade was •certainly iBicxt ; 'but 
as many parte of it were highly beneficial to those 
who earned it on, and ultimately to die mother 
countries in Eurone, every restraint ought to have 
been imposed witn the utmost delicacy and caution. 

The ibat branch of commerce which felt the 
weight of the blow was that which had been fiir a 
long time carried on between the British and 
Spaniah plantations, to the great advantage of both, 
Irat especially the former, the chief materials of it 
being, on the side of the Briti^ odonies, British 
manufactures, or such of their own produce aa 
enabled them to pnrdiase those manufactures; 
and, on the part of the Spaniards, gold and silver 
in bullion and in c(^, cochineal, and medicinal 
drugs, besides live stock and mules, with which the 
West India islands used to be suppUed by the same 
channel, and which were still more necessary than 
the predoas metals. Iliough this trade did not 
clash with the spirit of any of the prohibitory acta, 
yet it was found to vary from the letter of them 
suiBciendy to afford the revenue oflicers a plea for 
doing that from duty, which they had strong temp- 
tations to. do from motives of interest. Accordingly 
they seised, indiscriminately, all British as well aa 
fordgn ships engaged in that traffic. 

The same mistake attended the trade carried on 
by the American colonies with the French West 
India islands, and which was no less lucrative than 
the former. It depended on a mutual exchange 
of articles which would have othervrise remained 
useless incumbrances on the hands of the posses- 
sors, so that it united all the advantages which 
liberal minds include in the idea of a well rejpilatrd 
commerce. It had been interrupted dunng tba 
war, hot was soon likely to flourish again, had not 
the clamour of some selfish West Indians prevailed 
upon government to issue orders forita suppression, 
as not being stricdy confoimable to law. Sound 
policy would rather have connived at such a re- 
source, which not onl^^* prevented the North Ameri. 
can colonies from being drained of their current 
cash by the caUs of the mother country upon them, 
but afiordcd supplies of specie fcr the purposes o| 
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internal ckealallan. TUft was of the gr 
portence. at tbmt domeetlQ trade neoew^rily in- 
oreaMd from day to day, ta wopertioa to the re- 
markable iaoreaae ef mantind in that part of die 
woildt where the dteaimeaB ci ]ai|d determinea fke 
greater part of the inhabitanta to Ae exerdfe ef 
the rural arts, so favoorahle to po|mlation. 

In conseqoence of these prohibitions, which were 
for some ttnie enforeed by tte naral oilcen widi 
the otmoat severity, not only aU the contralyuid, 
bat the iiur and lawnd trade of the Americans was 
direatened widi iarrreooverabla rain. It is not 
therefore, to be wondered at, that the inhabitants 
of many of the ccdonies, being no longer tJtAn to 
make the nsnal remittances to the mother coontry 
for dte osual sni^Ues, began to torn tlieir thoughti 
to retrenchment and indnstry ; and renoondng all 
fnenr, came to a resoludon not to buy any clothes, 
or omer articles 'wMch tiiey could possibly do with- 
out, that were not of duor own mannfactariog. 
ThoQi^ the English ministry, on the first intimaOon 
of those grioTances, Immediately softened the rigour 
of dieir former order*, and prepared diose regola- 
dons of die Amerioan oommerce, mentioned in the 
preeeding chapter, which wore passed into laws 
before the dose of the session an April; yet all 
th e se expedients were not attended widi the desir- 
ed eflbot. The Americans still complained, that the 
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kfter a nmeh Iohmt reliaf ftpom p«Md dflfy 
parliament had for some years espeffoBC- 
Mt on the tenth of January, wnan his 



mode of restriction was only chang^ and that the , presenting die distresses to which they were re 
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miO«*<y opened tlie session with a speech, inform, 
ing bom houses among otlier usual topica that fais 
midesty had agreed with his good brother die king 
of Denmark, to cement the union which had long 
sidMisted between the two crowns, by the maifi 
of the prince royal of I>enmark with his dster 
princess Caroline MadMa, which would be 
niaed as soon as dieir respeodre ages would 
mit. «^ -, 

PBTTY DISTURBANCES FROM SPAIN AND 

FRANCE APOLOGIZED FOR. 

Bt aocounts reoeiTed from the West Indies in die 
month of Jun^it appeared tha^ in consequenco of 
an order from Don Remires, the Spanish goremor 
of Jucatan, die English logwood cutters had been 
not only disturbed m tlieir bnsineBs, contrary to the 
last treaty, but ordered to remore suddenly from 
dieir osoal places of settlement, on pretence of 
dieir hsTing nothing to prore their bemg subjects 
to his Britannic duoestr ; and granting they were* 
they had roved too freely about die country, gather- 
ing the fruits of it, as if it belonged to them. The 
snfferem jcdned in a peddon to the goremor of 
Jamaica, under whose protection Ihej were, re> 



show of indulgenoe was ramer an 'aggTaration of 
dielr distresses. They did not deny that their iup 
teroourse with the other European c<Monies was now 
rendered in some respects legal ; but Ihey sidd, 
that the best part of it was loaded widi dudes so 
for above its strength to bear, as became in reality 
pTohiUtioos to all intents and purposes. They 
were cquaUy dissatisfied widi being obliged to pay 
diose duties, in specie, into the English exchequer, 
though it was expressly stated in toe ao^ that the 
money arising from them was to be reseired for 
defraying die charges of protecting the colonies on 
which it was leried. They laid but Utde stress on 
fhe laws made at the same time for the encourage- 
ment and increase of their commercial intercourse 
with dM mother country ; because, as they aUedged, 
the benefits to be dexiTod from that farther inter- 
course were, at best, very remote, if not uncertain, 
whereas the effects of the laws for restraining dieir 
foreign trade and cramping domesdc industry by 
die want of specie and the destruction of paper 
currency, were certain and instantanoons. 

THE ASSEMBLIES REFUSE COMPENSA- 

TION FOR THE STAMP ACT. 

But the obiect, against which the colonists ndsed 
die loudest cumonr, was the postponed intention 
of charging thom with stamp duties. That measure 
had, as before intimated, been delayed by die 
minister, till the sense of their sereral assemblies 
eould be taken, how for they were wUKng to make 
a compensadon in any other form, for the rerenue 
diat such a tax might produce. This was so un- 
eommon an instance of condescension, that the 
agents for the colonies residUng In London thought 
it their dutv to wait upon him, ibid to return him 
thanks in the name or their oonsdtnents. He took 
that opp o rtun ity to inform them, that it was dien 
in the power of the colonies, l^ agreeing to that 
tax, to establish a precedent for diebr being con- 
tnlted for the future, before any tax was imposed 
upon them by the British parliament. The candour 
and generosity of this proceeding did not make a 
suitable impression on the minds of the Americans, 
prajndioed and irritated, as they were, by the late 
Oommercial restrictions. So far from complying, 
they resolved to remonstrate : and some of thev 
assemblies sent over petitions, to be presented to 
the klng^ lords, and commons, positively and direcdy 
qnestioi^g the anthoritv an^urisdiction of parliap 
ment over their properties. Even those provinces, 
that were most moderate in their remonstrances, 
did not instruct their agents either to agree to the 
tax in question, or to offer any compensadon to be 
exempted from it. Two of the agents, indeed, 
answered for the colonies they sArved, bearing 
their proportion of the stamp-duty by methods of 
their own ; but they did not venture, when qnestton- 
ed, to say, diat they were authorised to agree for 
any particular sum. All imavmable methods were 
takes., though to little purpose, to oonviaoe the 
colonists of their mistake, b^ore the matter came 
under a parlianenlary 



duced by such captious and arbitrary proceedings. 
Governor Lyttleton having satisfied iitHr»«f>if of ^e 
truth of die complaint, sent off despatches to Eng- 
land, in consequence of which the earl of Rochford, 
then ambassador at dm court of Madrid, was order- 
ed to make aerious remonstrances to that court on 
dM subject. The reply of the Spanbh ministry 
was, that diey had not received any advice from 
the governor of Jucatan relative to this ailhir ; but 
that the Catholic king had certainly given him pos- 
itive orders to abide by and obserre the seven* 
teendi article of the delmitive treaty ; and that his 
Bu^esty would not approve of the conduct of any of 
his governors^ ministers, or snigects, who acted in 
contravention to it But this answer not being 
deemed sufiiciend^ explicit or satisfactory by some 
of the English ministry, the ambassador was direct- 
ed to renew the remonstrances ; upon which orders 
were despatched bv his Catholic nu^esty to Re- 
mires, censoring his behaviour towards tlie log- 
wood cutters; expressing 'a desire of giving the 
king of England the greatest proofii of friendBhip, 
and of preserving peace with the British nation ; 
and commanding Remires to re-cetablisb the log- 
wood cutters in the several places from which he 
had obliged them to retire, and to let them know 
diat they might return to their occupation, without 
being disouieted under any pretence whatsoever. 

In another instance^ which occurred about the 
same time, the Spanish' government showed an 
equal readiness to remove any Just cause of com- 
plaint on the Dart of Great Britain. The commo- 
dore of some Spanish xebeques, that were cruising 
against the Algorines in die Mediterranean, at- 
tacked an EnaUsh merchant ship, commanded by 
one ciqitain Sybrand, who immediately hoisted 
English colours, but having no guns on board, 
cried out for mercy. This, however, had no effect 
on the Spaniards, who continued their fire, till the 
En^^ish ship was rendered almost a wreck ; many 
of die crew were woimded; one of tlie pamengers 
lost his arm ; and the ship was carried into Canha- 
gena. On the discovery of the mistake, into whidi 
the very unpardonable precipitancy of the Spanidi 
commodore nad hurriea him, the damageo done to 
the English ship were immediately repaiaed out of 
the arsenal at Carthagena; and in oonaequenoe of 
the strong representations made on that head be 
ford Rochford to the Catholic king, his mmesty dfr- 
frayed the enense of coring the woundedBndvh * 
indemnified their cMtain finr the interruption of his 
voyage : and gave the passenger a gratOcadon for 
the unfortonate loss of his arm. 

Some jprooeedings of the Freaoih in the WMt 
Indies afforded fresh aoatter for ' 
prnhensioiis of a war. At 
dm coast of Kspaniola 
the mast considerable, or 
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^. . _ <Ui, ttttk, u^ Mik4i»vi^ ; and the 
■ell itMtir prodoew salt. Aa it was impoadbla Ibr 
•ay aetUemant to anbaUt iqpon tiia ialand. tha pro* 
pert^ of it remaiBed Biidat«rmuiad : but the Aer 
miidiaiu aod other British ■utgecta used to reaert 
thither aiuawdly in Baroh for the benefit of gather- 
iog aelt in the dry aeaaon. Their manner of livine 
W9» the moat wretched that ean well be eoncHred: 
they dwelt ip hnta covered with leeTea: a kettle 
and a knife were their only atenaila: salt pork, 
and now aod then a tvtle, or a Hard waa their 
food; and their dreas oonabted of a alraw hat, a 
eheokahirty andapair of coaraeUnentrowaon. Their 
chief cvatomen were the people o# New Bng land, 
who porehaaed the aalt for their flaberiea, at the 
vale of from four pence to aix pence a boahel, and 
paid a amall part in money, and the raat in bad 
rmn, and worae prorlsiona. Here waa nothing to 
inrite inTaaion, or rapine. Yet, on the flrat of 
June, the crewa of a French aerenty four gun abip, 
and of two or three amaU raaaela in company, landed 
on (he iaiand; plundered and burnt au the cabina 
that were erected there ; and carried off the inha- 
Mtaata, abovt two bnndred in nnmber, with nine 
£a^h Teaaela which they found oiT ttie coast, to 
cape Francois, where diey released them next day, 
with orders not to return to Turk's island. Gorer- 
nor Littleton, on being informed of those nnac- 
conntaUe hoatilities, loat no time in cooomvnlcati&g 
hb intelligence to the minia^, nor they in traos- 
nitting it to the owl of Hertford, tiie KkgUsh am- 
basaador at the coort of France. The gaaette of 
the elerenth of September informed the nation, 
that the court of Franco, in anawer to tibe eavl of 
HertCnd's demand of immediate aatbfactiou and 
reparation for thoae acts of riolence, had disarow- 
•d the whole proceedings ; had disclaimed all in- 
tention, or dMire of acqidring or conquering the 
Turk'k islands ; and had ciTen orders to the count 
d'Estaine, gOTomor of St. Domingo, to cause the 
■aid islanda to be immediateiy abandoned on the 
part of tlie French, to restore erery thing therein 
to the condition in which it was on me first of June 
last, and to make rmration of the damages which 
any of bis Britanniio nu^eaty's aubjects should be 
found to hare sustained, in consequence of ttie 
■aid proceedings, according to an estimation to be 
forthwith settled by the Mid gOTemor with the 
(OTemor of Jamaica. 

To theae proofo of the sincere intentlona of 
France to preserre ttie peace, and to ftdfil her en« 
gagementa, another rery strong and unequhrocal 
one waa lately added, in the propoaab suomitted 
to his nugestv by tiw Firench ambaaaador for the 
discharge of uie balance due for the subsistence of 
French prisoners in the British domhiions during 
the last war. Hb eseeHency waa authoriaed by 
hb court to offin- six hundred and serenty thousand 

Sounds in acquittal of the whole demand, one hun- 
red and tiurty thouaand poonda to be paid im- 
nedia^ly* uud the remainder at tiie rate of fiirty 
thouaand poimds a quarter. 

THB AMERICAN STAMP ACT PASSED. 

Bdt the attention of parliament waa aoon called 
1o a Bul^ect of much greater importance, the pro- 
prietv of laying nearly the same stomp duties npon 
the British coloniea in America as were payalde in 
England. No leas than fifty fire reaolutiona of the 
committee of waya and means, relatiTe to that 
branch of the rerenue, were agrrad to by the house 
on the serenth of February ; and were afterwards 
formed into a UH, which met with fewer checks or 
delays in ita progress through both houaea than 0m 
moat trifling meaaure which had been hitherto pro 
posed by government. Petitiona, indeed, aa before 
intimated, had been aent over by sereral of tibe 
prorincial asaembliea, directly qneatkming tiie Ju- 
risdiction of tiie British parliament: but mey were 
not suffered to be read in the houae of oonnnona ; 
nor did any mend>er at that time atand forward to 
defiand auda pretensions. Grenville, at the hMui l>f 
the treasury, folt the impoaaibility of Great Britain's 
aupporting such an estobliahment as her former 
auoeeases had made faidispensable, and at the same 
time of giving any sensible relief to foreign trade, 
and to the waght of the public debt. He thou^t 
It equitable that thoae parto of the empire wmdi 
had benefited moat by the expenses of the war, 
should contributo somediing to the expensca of the 
peace ; and he had no doubt of the conatitational 
light Tested in parliament to raise the contribu 
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Bnt wfoi tunaitely for thb counhnr, Pilt 
lord CamdeA were to be die patrona ta America, 
Lecauae they were in opposition. Their declaration 
gare apirit and argument to the coloniea; and 
while perhapa they meant no more than the ruin 
of a minbter, theyvi eifoct divided one half' of tha 
empire from the other. 

UBASUBBS FOR PREVENTING 8MU6GUN0, 

dcc^ 

GxxN V 1 LLB's plana finr the ineraaae ef the revenue 
at home, and for the prevention of amuggling on 
the Britiah ceaats, were attended with moda neater 
fheOity and aueceaa. The lale of Man, which waa 
not aw^ect to the custom-house laws, as not only 
the proper^ but the sovereignty of it belonged to 
the duke or Athol, lay so convenleutly for the pnr- 
poee of amuggling, that it defeated the utmoat vigl> 
lanoe of government. GrenviUe preaented to the 
houae nf conunona, ** a hill for more efihetnaDy pre- 
venting tiM ndachlelii arialng to the reventie and 
commerce of Great Britain and Ireland, firom the 
Illicit and dandeatine trade to and Aram the lale of 
Man." It waa obvioua that no effect&al remedy 
oould be applied, but by resting the sovereignty of 
the bland m die crown of Great Britain. Beforb 



the aeoond reading of tlie bill, Uie duke and duteheaa 
of Athol pi^paented a petition for liberty to be 
heard by oouaael agalnat it. The oMect waa to ob- 
tain a proper comnenaatlon or equivalent Ibr tiMb 
surrender of their hereditary riehm and title. An 
abstract of tlie dear revenue of the bland for the 
last ten years, and tiie proposab of the duke and 
dutehesa In their correspondence with tiie commi^ 
sioners of the treasury on the aulQeet, were abo 
laid before the house ; and the i«su1t of all waa, 
that on the aixtii of March, two reaohitions were 
agreed to, and afterwards passed inttf a law, fofe 
veating in tiie crown all righto, jurbdietiona, and 
intoreato, in and over the said island and ito depen- 
dendea, exoeptina what related to the landed pro- 
perty; and for aUowlng the proprietors seventy 
mottsandpounda aa a fall compenaation fott thoae 
righto. The liberality of government went stiU 
fordier, and in addUbin to ue fiffmer sum, granted 
a pension of two thousand pounds a year to 1h» 
lato duke, and to the duteheaa hb wife, during tiwtr 
lives, by way of douceur for tiieir rrlinqutahment 
of titular royalty. 

REGENCY ACT. 

fiiFOSB'the una, foimded on the above pinceed- 
inga and reao lu ti <m a of the ooumona. could go 
tlvough all tiie necessary stages, another matter 
of great national concern engaged the attention ef 
the public at large, as well as of parliament. To- 
warda the apring of the year, his m^esty waa 
attacked with an ulness, which exdted the greater 
alarm, as nothing oould he gathered from tiie news- 
spapera, but that the stoto of hb health was pre- 
carious. The fint day that hb health would permit 
him to appear abroad, which was on the twenty, 
fourth of April, he repaired to parliament, where, 
after giving hb aaaent to tiie bids that were ready, . 
he made a speech to both houses, in which he told 
them, that me tender concern he felt for hb foith- 
ful sul^j^ecto made him anxious to provide for every 
possible event, which mi|^t affect their happiness, 
and seeuritv : that hb late indbposition, though not 
attended with danger, had led him to consider the 
situation in which hb kingdoma and hb fomily 
might be left, if it should please God to put a 
period to hb life whilst hb auoceaaor was of tender 
yeara : and aa hb health, by tiie bleasing of God, 
was now restored, he took the earliest opportuni^ 
of meeting them, and of recommending to their 
moat serious deliberation the making such provision 
aa would be neoesaary. in caae any of hb chlldrpn 
should suoBoed to hb urone before they should re- 
spectively attain tiie age of eighteen years. To this 
end hb majesty proposed to theb consideration, 
whetiier, under the present drcumatancea, it would 
not be expedient to vest in him the power of ap- 
pointing, from time to time, by instrument in writ- 
uig, under hb sign m anu a l, either tiie queen, or 
any other person of hb royal fiunfly uaoally residing 
In Great Britain, to be the guardian of the person 
of auch suooeasor, and the regent of these king- 
doms, until such successor should attain tiie age of 
eighteen years, suhject to the like restricticms and 
regulations, aa were specified in the act made on 
iccaaion orhb fothen death; the regent ao ap« 
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poinMd to be aidtted by a comndl, compoMd of the 
•eTeral penoBfl, who, by reewm of their dignitiet 
end oflloeo. were ooneotnted meinhera of the oouacil 
eetaUkhed by that act, togetiier with tbo§e whom 
they might thiok proper to leave to hii aomiaa- 
tlon* 

This ailhcting and cradoiu apeeeh haTing been 
aaawered, as soon as forms weud admit, by a joint 
addrem tnm both houses, well adapted to express 
those sentiments which it deserve^ and those emo- 
tions which the oooaaion of it had so jasdy ejceited, 
the lords ordered a bill to be brought in, conform- 
able to hb migesty's recommendation ; and when 
passed their house, sent it to tibe oommons. But 
when tiie biU came down to tiiem for their concur- 
fence, it gave rise to rery long debates, the clauses 
of it being so worded as to exclude the prineess 
dowager m Wales from any share in the guardian 
ship or regency, though, next to the queen, it was 
most natural for his majesty to wish his own 
modier inTosted with such trusts. An amendment 
was therefore moTod, and carried bjr a migority of 
a hundred and sixty seven against thirty soTen, for 
Inserting the name of the princess dowager of 
Wales, next alter that of the queen, as one of the 
persons whom his mi^esty might appoint to the 
goardianshte of his successors under age, and to the 
regency of Us realms. The bill, so amended, was 
xetnmed to the house of lords ; and, 'tiiat amend- 
ment being approved by their lordships, receiTed 
the royal assent on die fifteenth of May. 

NEW ADICINISTRATION. 

Si MOB the earl of Bute's retirement from public 
business, the agents of Action had been ftadeiati- 
gable In their endearouni to make the multitude 
oelieTe, that no importa nt measure was detennined 
vpon by goTemment without his priTato adriee ; 
and that his successors in oAce were bnt nominal 
anbstitutes, or rather mere puppets exhibited on 
the stage, while he stood behind the curtain manage 
ing the wires that regulated all their motions. Hie 
great popular speakers in both houses of parliament 
took, care to countenance, and as ftir as they were 
able, to strengthen those repo r ts by ftequent in- 
sinuations of a secret inflnenco. Saeh reproaches, 
faowoTer groundless and absurd, could not be Tory 
agreeable to any of the ministera ; but they were 
particularly stingtog to the duke of Bedford, a man 
afanoet as proud, as irritable, and as walons of his 
independ^oy as Mr. Pitt himself. From too yio- 
lent a de^e to wipe off the aspersion, and to ailbrd 
the most unqnestionaUe proon of disregard for the 
earl of Buto, his grace contiired to hare that noble- 
man's brother turned ont of a rery honourable and 
faicratire employment, ei^joyed by him in his own 
eotintry, and in the discharge of which he had not 



given the least room fbr eemplafait. It was hnn<f 
sible this step should not be oonsidersd by tiieHnw 
as an afiont put upon himself. Bnt the duke and 
his ooQeagnes went still farther; and dismissed lonl 
Holland and the earl of Nor^umberland, lor no 
other reason but because they were supposed to bo 
die earl of Bute's friends. About the time theea 
changes took place, parliament was prorogued widi 
the usual acknowledgments from the dinme. 

The ministry did not long enjoy those gradfie** 
tioos. Offers were made to the principal membeta 
of the opposition, and, though decliped by Mr. Pitt 
and lord Temple, were accepted by the duke of 
Newcasde, the marquis of Rockingham, and t^ebr 
friends. General Conway, who at the cloee of &a 
last s e ssi on had been depriTod of all his employe 
ments, and the dnke of Crafton were made secra- 
taries of state. Lord Weymouth's lato appointoMUt 
to the lord-Uentenancy of Ireland was superseded 
by that of the earl of Hertford, general Conway'a 
brother. The president's chair, lately filled by the 
duke of Bedford, was giren to the earl of Winchel- 
sea ; and the places, which Grenville had united in 
his own person, were now divided, the marquis of 
Rockingham becoming first lord of the treasmry, 
and Mr. DowdesweU chancellor of the exchequer. 
Most of the other great ofllces of state were also 
filled with new men, except that lord Egmont was 
continued at the head off the admiralty, and the 
dnke of Newcasde chose to i>e lord pnvy seal, a 

Elace of ease well suited to his years, and yet of 
onour and confidence, the things of which his 
grace had ever appeared most ambidous. It was 
upon the same occasion diat the very popular chief 
jnsdce of the Common pleas obtained a peerage. 

Thb arrangement, or alteration of the ministry 
was entirely the work of the dnke of Cumberlanda 
who continued for some dme to assist them with 
his advice, but did not live long enough to see the 
consequences of the most important of their deli- 
berations. On the evening of the thirty first of 
Oetober, as hb royal highness was preparing to as- 
sist at a council on affsiurs of state which was to be 
held at his own house in upper Grosvenor-street, 
he was seised with a disorder, of which he had some 
symptoms the night before, and in a fit of shiver' 
ing, sunk senseless, almost instantaneously, in die 
arms of the earl of Albermarle. In less than two 
months after, the royal funily sustained another 
loss in the death of prince Frederick WilEam, his 
m^esty's youngest brother. This event, following 
the former at so short an interval, thickened the 
glooms of melancholy round the court, and damped 
the joy which had been lately felt there, as well aa 
throughout die kingdom, in consequence of die 
queen's happy delivery of a third son, prince WH- 
uam Henry, since created duke of ClMence. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 



Mit Ousim's SitdeavouTi to shakt of the India Compamfs yoke—Military operations which fffeeted 
the entire Conquest of Bengal— Avpointm»ent and Departure of a select (Committee for Bengal—Treaty 
concluded by Lord CUve with the Nabob of Onde— Violent Proceedings against the Stamp Act in 
North America— Debates and proceedings In England as to right of taxing the Colonies— Causes of a 
sudden Change in the ministry* 



DURING the paiaAil nifpeDse which the people 
of &igUnd mnat hare felt with regard to the 
effect* of the ttamp act in America, ana while, the 
moat enlightened patriota saw with concern some 
heavy clouds collecting oter the western hemi- 
sphere, a brighterprospect presented itself in the 
east, where ue aflairs of the India company were 
•aid to go on in a brilliant career of success. 

MIR COSSIM'S ATTEMPT AGAINST THS 
EAST INDIA COMPANY. 



In some former remarks on the occurrences of 
the year 17<n, it was obserred that Mir Cossim, 
the sobah of Bengal, who had been ensbled by the 
assistance of the ^glish to check Sha Zaddah's 
progress, was inflaenced by private motires to treat 
$he conqnered prince with extraordinary respect. 
Ifir Cosnm, though indebted to the English for the 

Snlsition of the sidmhship in the ilrstlnstance (l), 
I for the secure possession of it afterwards, 
oonoeired the design of freeing himself from what 
he thought the chams of ruinous and dishonourable 
dependence. Instead, therefore, of imposing hard 
terms on the Mogul prince, he strove to secure his 
friendship, of whteh he foresaw the value as soon as 
he shoold be prepared to avow his intentions. But 
these ha artfully concealed for some time, and even 
continued to avail himself of the power of the Eng- 
Bsh, whilst he found it serviceable to him. By their 
means he cleared his government nf Invaders, and 
strengthened his frontiers : he reduced the n^ahs 
or independent Indian chiefs, who had rebelled 
during tne feeble administration of his predecessor ; 
and by compelling them to pay tfie usual tribute, 
repaired hb exhausted finances, and thus secured 
the dis^dine and fidelity of his troops. Peace and 
order bemg restored to ms nrovince, his next step 
was to remove his court nom Murshudabad, the 
Tfeinity of which to Calcutta gave the factory an 
eppertunity of watching his conduct too narrowly, 
and of crushing aB his eiTorts on the first susjpicion. 
He moved two linndred miles higher up the Ganges, 
and fixed his residence at Mon^ beer, which he for- 
tified as strongly and expeditiously as he could. 
Here he began to form his army on a new model. 
He drew together aB the Persians, Tkrtars, Arme> 
Blans, and other soldiers of fortune, whose mlUtary 
spirit he wished to infuse into his Indian forces, 
and whose example might, he hoped, teach them 
to overcome their natninl timidity. Sensible of the 
superiority of European discipune, he neglected 
Beihing to acquire it. Every wandering French* 
man, every sespoy who had oeen dismissed from 
the EngBj^ service, he carefnUy picked up, and 
distributed smongst his troops. In order to train 
fliem to the most perfect exercise. ' He changed the 
Ihshion of the In^an muskets from matchlocks to 
firelocks ; and because his cannon was nearly as 
defective as his smaB arms, he procured from the 
BngBsh a pattern of one, on which he formed an 
exceBent train of artfUcrr. Attentive to his army. 
he was not forgetful of his court, the treachery and 
fiictlous dissentions of which had hitherto been 
more fatal to the Indian princes than the feebleness 
of their arms. He, ywrefbre, cut off without re- 
or tbraw into prlsoB, erery eonsiderable 



person fai his dominions, who had shown any at- 
tachment tu ^e Eng^h. Thus s treng th ened by 
every measure, which a subtle and enterprising 
man, undiecked by conscience, could take, he 
began to exert that authority, which he thought so 
firmly and so justly established. His revenue, 
though on a much better ftooting tiian fliat of bis 
predecessor, still feB very short of its ancient limits. 
The free trade, which his own and his father-in-law's 
necessities had extorted in favour of the company'^' 
servants, threatened to annihilate his customs, a« 
it direrted all the domestic and foreign commerce 
of Bengal into a channel firom which he could de- 
rive no benefit. To remedy this evU, he subjected 
aB the English priTate traders to the regular and 
equal payment of duties throughout his dominions ; 
and Issued an order, diat their disputes, if they 
happened in his territories, should be decided by 
his magistrates. 

The English factory took the alarm. Mr. Vaasit* 
tart, the governor, went in the latter end of the 
year ITVS, to Mongheer, in order to expostulate 
with the Bubah, who answered his remonstrances 
widi a command of temper equal to the force of his 
reasoning. ** If," said no, " the servants of tho 
company were permitted, as they now desire, to 
trade custom-free in aB parts, and in aB commo- 
dities, they must of course draw aB trade into their 
own bands ; and my customs would be of so Uttle 
value, that it would be more for my interest to lay 
trade entirely oped, and to coBect no doties upon 
any kind of merchandise. This would invite num- 
bers of merchants into the country, and increase 
my revenues by encoura^s the culdvation and 
manufkctnre of goods for sale, at the same time 
that it would cut off the principal source of our 
quarrels, an object, which I have more than any 
other at heart." Tne truth of these remarks could 
not be controverted ; but Mir Cosslm's conduct was 
stiB a direct violation of the treaty, or bargain he 
made with the company's servants on his obtain- 
ing the snbahship, by which they were entitled to 
the privfleges in question. The matter, however, 
was evidently in Us power, unless a war prevented 
him. Tlie governor, though long accustomed to 
dictate on such occasions, submitted to certain regu- 
Iitions, which, if not unreasonable, were very uu- 
pleasing. These were instandy put in execudon ; 
and the Indian magistrates began to exercise their 
power with a proper spirit, as they said, but, as the 
English traders complained, with partiaBty and 
rigour. 

As soon as die effect of the negotiadon was made 
known at Calcutta, it threw the foctory into a flame. 
They were fiBed with indignation and astonishment, 
at finding, that an Asiatic prince, created by them- 
selves, had dared to assert Yde indiependency. They 
began to repent of their late change, and to wish 
that they had left the timid and indolent Mir JaiBer 
to slumber quiedy on his throne. The council disa- 
vowed the proceedings of the governor ; sent orders 
to all the factories, forindding them to submit to any 
cf the proposed restriodons ; and solicited Gossim 
to enter into a new agreement. But now grown 
coofldcnt of his strength, he charged them with 
inconstancy and insolencetand refused to negotiate 
widi their deputies. Tho IngUsh frkctvry, yielding 
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la Dothing to his iiiirlC,' prepared to draw their ar- 
my into tiie field, and oDoe more uroclaiwied Mir 
JaAer aubah of Bengal* 

III tlkia war, die flrat blow waa strack. by the Eng- 
Uah. At Patna, a treat commercial city, three hon- 
dred milea up the Ganges, they had a fortified fac 
tory,and some Bmropeaa aa wdl aa Indian aoldiert. 
Theae tuddenly attocked the town on the twenty- 
fifth of Jane 1763, and made themaelrea maatera of 
it without much difllcttlty, notwllhatanding iti forti- 
ficationa had been newly repaired, and that it waa 
defended by a strong ganiMm. The Indian gov- 
ernor and hia troops fled at the first aasault Into the 
country ; but being leinforced, he returned in a few 
Aours to Patna, and surprised tibe English, who had 
neglected every precaution, and were wildly dis-> 
persed on every sue, waating and plundering that 
opulent and feeble dty. Mimy of them were cut 
to piecea, the reat took refuge in the fort. But even 
thia they soon abandoned, so apiritlesa did they be- 
come in consequence of the unexpected turn of 
their affairs. Croasing the Ganges, they marchfld 
for three days without interruption; but were at 
length overtiJLen by a superior fiirce. In the first 
engagement fortune proved faTOurable; in the 
secon d they were entirelT routed, and ahared that 
Hte which mi^t naturally be eiqpected from so 
rash and prectpttato a resolution. At a diatance 
from aU succour, and in the heart of the enemy's 
Gountrv, they had no safety to hope fsr, but ftrom 
the defence of their factory, where they might have 
maintained diemselves for a long time, the Indiana 
being very inexpert in the art of redudng fortified 
places. 

Though the deputies, sent to Mongheer, had the 
nabob's pass, and ought to have been by the law of 
nations sacred, they were attacked in their return, 
and miserably slaughtered with thei/ attendants. 
TioM act of barbarity hastened tite mardi of the ar- 
my under miuor Adams, who, at first, had only one 
royal regiment, a few of the company's forces, two 
troops of European cavalry, ten companiea of aeup 
poys, and twelve pieces of camion. With these he 
proved victorious in several brisk skirmishes, and 
cleared the country as far as the Cosaimbuxar, a 
branch of the Ganges', which it was necessary to 
pass, before any attempt could be made on Mnrshur 
dabad, the capital of the province. The enemy ^ 
not oppose his pasaage ; out had drawn out their 
army, consisting of ten thousand men, in an advan- 
tageous post at a place called Ballasara, between 
the river and tbe oty. By a judictous movement, 
he obliged diem to begin the action, which they did 
with great apirit, and bore the cannonade very 
firmly ; but, at the distance of fifty yards, they re- 
ceived such a storm of musketry, aa made them re- 
treat in the utmost conftision and precipitancy. 
Adams, with that raiiidity which is alwa3rs useful 
in war, but was here indispensable, aa the periodi- 
cal rains began to fall, marched forward ; bat found 
the enemy again in his way, defended by an in- 
trenchment fifteen feet high, and by a numerous ar- 
tillery. It would have been an unjustifiable bdd* 
ness to think of forcing so strong a poat : he had 
recourse to a stratagem, which succeeded. He made 
a feint of attacking them where dieir principal 
strength lay, while the body of his army mardMd 
in the night to the opposite quarter of their Une, 
and mastered it at day-break with litde difficulty. 
Astonished at this stroke, the Indians fled, and 
abandoned the canqi, and the city which it covered^ 
to the conouerer. 

So consiaerable an advantage, which the English 
gained on the twenty-third of July 1703, did not 
alacken, but increased their dfUgence and exertions, 
lliey penetrated into the inmost recesses of dM 
province, and crossing the numerous and wide 
oranches of the Ganges, sought out Ote subah 
tiirongh marshea and forests. He was not remiss 
in his own defence. Knowing the inferiority of his 
troops, and die slight attachment of Indian suUects 
to their prince, he never ventured the final deosion 
of the war on a dngle battle, nor haxarded his per- 
son in any engagement. The feitUessness of his 
grandees,, who might by treason erect dieir own 
fortune on Us ruin, deterred him flrom die latter ; 
and the former could never be deemed advisable 
by a man, whom the experience of others had 
taught that an immense multitude of nndiaeiplined 
troops only confounds veterans, and contributes to 
the greatness of a defeat. In abort, his whole con- 
duct was formed upon wise principles ; but his 



troops had not time to be completed in flmir ■•« 
exercLie. The Bngliah were also in the career «f 
victory, and nothing could stand before them. Y«C 
they round a sensible difference in the npfroaifioo 
they now met widi, though it was not aUe fully to 
obstruct their progress. Ten days after Chdr lafee 
victory, diey found twenty thousand horse, and 
eight tnousud foot, exceUendy posted on the banks 
of the Noncaa Nullaa, wdl defended by a formida- 
ble train of artillery, divided into regular brigades^ 
armed and clothed Uke Enropeana, and In every 
respect diaplaying the same order and spirit aa 
themselves. What was never before observed in 
India, the enemy did not discharge a cannon, tili 
die Aiglish began the attack. A constant fire waa 
kept up on both sides for the space of foor lioan» 
during which time the Indian cavalry charged the 
European regulars, at the distance of twenty yards, 
with uncommon resoludon. But in aptte of ill tfw 
efforts of their improved disdpline and courage, tliM 
were at length compelled to fly, with the kaa ot 
all their artillery. 

After tbi» decisive nroof of die superiority ef the 
English forces, the Indians never attempted a re- 
gular engagement in the open field during the re- 
mainder ot the campaign. But they showed 9e» 
tfaer want of spirit nor skill in defending their tewna 
and fortresses. AtAuda Nulla particularly, tlfter 
held out with wonderful art and perseverance, bni^ 
fling every operation against them, from the twenty- 
first of August till the fourth of September, when 
being overpowered by one of nuOor AdanM'a well- 
concerted stratagems, they suffered an incredibk. 
slaughter. The carrpng of this strong hold laid 
open the whola oonntX7 to die victorious arms ef 
the English as far as the gates of Mongheer, which 
surrendered to diem after only nine day* 
trenches. 

Nothing now remained to complete die 
of the whole province, but the taking of ^ _ 
This waa the last hope of Mir Cossim, who had 
cordingly taken every posnble mecautton to 
strengdien and aecure it. He placed in the city a 
garrison of ten thousand men, and hovered at aoase 
distance with several large bodiea of horse to annoy 
die besiegers. But this barbarian merited by hm 
crueltf OS the ill success which oonstandy attmided 
all his measures, however well chosen. Irritated 
i at the progress of Adams, and unable to avenge 
himself in the field, he issued orders for massacring 
about two hundred Englishmen, who bad been 
made prisoners at Patna, in the beginning ef the 
troubles. One Someraw a German, who had de- 
terted from the company's service, was chosen for 
the perpetration of tnis horrid villany. On the day 
intended for butohering these unfintunate persons, 
tie invited forty of the most considerable to sapper 
at his house ; and, in the midst of convivial nurth* 
when they thought themselves protected by Oe 
laws of hospitality as well as of war, the ruffian or- 
dered the Indians under his conmiand to cot thais 
throats. These bart>arous soldiers revolted at the 
savage order : diey refiised at first to obey, d taiiiu g 
that arms might be given to the English, mad that 
they would then engage them. Someraw, fixed im 
his purpose, compeQed them by threato ahd blown 
to the accomplishment of that odious service. The 
unfortunate victims, though suddenly attadied and 
wholly unarmed, niade a long andorave defence, 
killing some of die assailants with their plates and 
botdes. In the end they were all mnroMed ; and 
die rest of the prisoners met with the same fate. 

This enormous crime was not long unreveoged. 
Adams soon laid siege to Patna; and notwithstand- 
ing the strength of the garrison, and the "^i^tii 
intrepidity and success of some of their saHiea, ha 
took the place by storm in eight days, and forced 
the ]^erfidious Cossim to seek an assylum in the tar* 
ritones of Si^ah Doula, a neighbouring suhah, wha 
voted as vizir to the great Mogul. 

No campaign had ever been conducted with mora 
ability ; no plan better laid, or more systematically 
followed ; no operations more rapid. In leas thaM 
four months m^or Adams completed, the fint of 
any European, the entire conquest of Bengal. Ua 
gained in that time four capital victories, forced 
the strongest intrenchments, stormed two fortified 
ddes, took five hundred pieces of cannon, and 
drove into exile the most artfid, resolute and hB> 
placable enemy the English had ever before ai^ 
countered in India. 

Mir Cossim's expuUoa waa not, however, «U 
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Willi any lastlsf seenrity to the ootftpttnyt 
•llUn in tke •Mt: it ramored mtlier than ex- 
tinsuirtbad tt« fire. Tbo Indian prinoM' loiuible 
ItnXf against Europaan invadert, the cauae of one 
Wla the caoae of all, were alarmed for their own 
Independence, and at the inatigation of the faaitive 
aiftali totdL np anna againat the Engliah. The death 
of Adama> whoae name waa ao terrible to them, 
cantribated rery much to diia reaolntion. The 
Shah Zaddah, and the nabob Sigah Doula united 
ttwir forcea, and threatened to reatore the ezHed 
Caartm, at tiie head of an amy of fifty tiioaasnd 
Baen, with a anltable train of artillery. Mty}or 
Monro, who anoceeded Adama, ahowed himaelf by 
no meana nnwordiy of anch an appointment. He 
marched directly in qneat of fhe enemy, and came 
np with them on the twenty aeoond of Oct^ier 
17<U, at a place called Bnxar, on the banka of the 
Camnaaaary, about one hnndred milea abore Pat- 
na, where tiiey were encamped wi^ an ttie ad* 
rantagea nature and art could beatow. Before 
Aem lay a moraaa judidonaly lined with cannon, 
wUch could neither be passed nor doubled without 
extreme danger. At tbo only end by which tboy 
a ceuMid acoeaaible. atood a wood occupied by a 
largo body of Indiana, who were deatined to gall 
the Knaliah in their approach. The first appear- 
ance of aneh a aitnation waa alone kulBcient to 
anke ma|er Mnnxo ddfer an attack, till it could be 
p ro p caly ejcplored. On die day, therefore, of bis 
arnnd in ainbt of the enemv, he pitched lua tenti 

St out of the reach of their cannon, and diapoeed 
men ao aa to be ready to form on any emer- 
gency. Thia precaution waa for firom being super- 
llnoua ; ibr going out next morning at day-break to 
reconnoitre the enemy, he found them afready un- 
der arms. Upon Hub retmning to hia camp, he 
caUed in all his adTanced posts, and, in conse- 

Sienee of the wise dispositions made the day bo- 
re, saw hia line of battle completely formed in 
leaa than twenty minutea. The Indians began to 
annnonade the tingUsh at nine o'clock ; ani in half 
ma hour after the action became ganeraX For above 
two boura it waa impossible to press forward agafaiat 
the regular and galling fire of the enemy in front ; 
till Munro, by a ranety of manceurrea directed 
with judgment and executed with intrepidity, har- 
tng deared the left wing of the moraas, the amall 
nrma began, and the whole Indian army was soon 
pot to flight leaTing six thousand men on the spot, 
with a hundred and thirty pieoea of cannon, a pro- 
portionable quantity of military atores, and all their 
tenta ready pitched. Thia adrantage cost the ric- 
tors, in killed and wounded, but one hundred and 
Bine Enropeana, and aeven hundred Indiana. 

The indefatigable Munro followed the blow by an 
attempt on the only fort which waa still left to 
S^jah Doula on the same side of the lirer Cam- 
nnMory. Thia fort, called Chanda Geer, waa a 
place of very great strength from its elerated and 
nfanoat Inacceaaible aituatum on a craagy rock; 
aoid, aa it appeared afterwards, was stiu stronger 
by the courage and fidelity of the Indian oficer 
who commanded there. A practicable wrench in 
Che walls being eifocted by artillery, a party of the 
fEn^h foTccw wna aent to atorm it in the night 
time ; bnt while they were Tainly endeaTOuring to 
damber up the ateep aacent, the Indiana with 
equal tigilance and actirity, poured down upon 
tiiem anch torrenta of 'stones, aa forced them to 
desist, after many were buried under the rubbish 
tnade by their own cannon. Shame and a sense of 
honour tempted them to renew tbe attack on the 
ensuing night, but they met with no better success. 
Munro, therewre, finding it to be a place which no 
art Waa requisite to defend, though a great deal to 
take it, drew off hia troopa, reaolring to reaerre 
their courage and conduct for some better occaaion ; 
and encampiBd in the neighbourhood of Benares, an 
almost open and opulent dty, which it waa of im- 
ponance to protect againat the incuraiona of a 
plundering enemy. 

' Aifhirs were thus dreumstanoed in the beginning 
«f the year 1789, when major Munro being recalled 
home, the temporary command of the army de- 
^ volved qn sir Robert Fletcher ; who emulous of the 
i^ary nined by hia predecessors, resolred to do 
aometUng to signahse himaelf, before general 
Camac, named by the goremor and council of 
Bengal, could arme to preelnde him. With thia 
view, he broke up hia camp near Benarea at mid- 
night of the foarteeadi of Janoary, and maiched in 



Qoeat of th« anamy, wham ho ehaoed be l bfo him. 
He next tanned hia tfaooghta to the rednctien of 
Hbm fort, tile alege of which Monro had found it ao 
in^irudent to contintte. Aa he attacked it in (h* 
aame laanner, he would probaUy hare fovnd it 
equally Impregnable: bnt great iHanwntwnta now 
proTailed among the ganiaen, in oanaequence of 
thefar having rec^red no pay for aiz mondia, ao 
that they no longer thonght it worth tiieir while to 
expose themaelTea to any more trouble or danger 
in such unprofitable aerviee. Three breaches being 
made in the walls, the goremor came, in sight of 
bis troopa, to air Robert, and deUTered np the keys, 
with tears in hia eyea, and a speedi. whidi, at the 
rame time that it contained the faigheat compli- 
ment to hia enemy, argned the greatest nobleneaa 
of mind in bioMelf. " I •hare,*' said he, " en- 
dea?onred to act like a aoldier ; but deaerted by 
my prince, and threatened by a mutinoua garrison, 
what could I dot God and you (here he laid hia 
hand on the koann, and potaited to his aoldiefb) are 
witneaaea that I yield through necessity, and Hmt 
to the folth of tlie English I now trust my life and 
fortune." The surrender of tiiis fort waa quickly 
followed by a Unch greater, though not a more 
difficult Gonqneat Sir Robert met with little re- 
aiatance in maUng himaelf maater of titie enemy'a, 
capital, called EUabad, a large and strong city 
about seventy miles higher up the Ganges, and of 
anch im portance aa aeemin^y to complete the 
ruin of Suiah Doula. 

Soon after the taking KKahad, general Camac 
aasumed the oummand of tihe army, and made the 
best dispositiocs Ibr securing the new oonqueata, 
aa wen as for res tor in g order and goretninent to 
Hie country. KoAing occurred for aome time to 
give hinv the least moleatation. Siqah Doula. waa 
not in a condition immediately to oppose him. Thn 
battle of Buxar had giren a terrible blow to the 
nabob's credit and power : Shah Zadda, tixe mo- 
gul, had then deserted him, and gone over to 
the English : his fiHrces had also gradually crum- 
bled away by fireqnent and bloody defeats: stiO 
finding a resource m his own ateadmess and oonr- 
age, he resolred not to iUl in a weak and inglorl- 
ons manner. He gaflmred together, with great 
aaaiduity, the remalna of hit routed axmiea, and aa 
he knew that they alone could not prop his foiling 
fortune, he applied for aaalatance to the Marattaa, 
the inhabitanta of the mountainoua country to the 
aouth-weat of Oud^. hia prorince. They are an 
original tribe of Indwna, who were never perfectly 
subdued by the mogul Tartars. Their principal 
atrength consisted in their horse. With which they 
over-ran, and rendered tributary several provincea, 
spreading terror and devastation around them. 
But their fame in anus ceased, when they encoun- 
tered the Engttslk Meeting Camac at Caipi on the 
twentieth of May, they were totally routed, and 
obliged to seek ror shdter in then own moun- 
tains. 

Foiled in all hia military attempts, Sigah Doola 
took a resolution altogetiier worthy of the apirft 
and policy of his character. Thinkmg it better to 
throw bis life and fortune upon the generoaity pf a 
brave enemy, than to wander a forlorn exile, de- 
pendent on the uncertain hospitality of neighbours, 
who might pnrchaso their own safety by his ruin, 
he determined to anticipate his fate,' and to sur- 
render himself. Having with a spirit of fidelity 
unusual In that country allowed Coasim and the 
aasasain Somejraw to escape, he appeared three 
days after the action at Calpi, In general Cannae's 
camp, nothing being previously stipulated hi hia 
favour, but that he anould await lord Clive's de- 
termination. 

A SELECT COMMITTEE APPOINTED FOR 

BENGAL. 

On the first intelligence received by the Lidla 
company that this war had broken out, tiiey wefo 
struck with the ntonost consternation. Under thn 
Influence of such a panic, nothing seemed to them 
capable of re-eatabHshing their aBaira but the name 
and fortune of lordl Clive, to whom former aucceaa 
had given the character of invincible among the 

Xratitious Indians. The company forgot, that 
r officers had gained equal honour, though not 
equal fortunes, in that part of the world. As if 
the enemies were at their gates, diey created a 
dictator : they invaated Mm and four otiher genOo- 
men wiUi nnlimifH anthoiity to examine and 
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detenaloe ewerj tUof , iodapeoAently of the com- 
cfl» as loiif M BengU remained ia a state of war 
or confusion. These extraordinary powers were 
not granted witfaont a Tigorous opposition. Two 
considerable proprietors, who enterad a strong pro- 
test against tkem, represented the oonunission as 
iUegal and inexpedient : bat the general fear orer- 
mled their okf^ections ; and the select oomndttee, 
as it was called, sailed for Bengal. 

Before the committee's arriral there, Mir Jafller, 
who had experienced such a variety of ibrtanes, 
died, and nominated his son, Na^em Donla, his 
suecassor. The council of Calcutta, after boom 
deliberation, confirmed his choice, oTen to the ex- 
donon of the male issne of a deceased elder son, 
becanse it was conformable to the Mussulman cus- 
tom, whidi permits the latter to leare the succes- 
sion to any of his own surriTing sons, in preference 
to his grandson in the elder branch ; and becanse, 
from the farourite son's personal diaracter, he 
seemed likely to be contented witik a moderate 
share of power. But prerions to his receiving this 
honour, tne terms were prescribed, on which he 
was to be admitted to it. 

He objected to sereral of tfie regulations that 
were proposed, in regard to the cdlection of the 
verenues ; and insisted on tlie sole and unoontrolled 
nomination of his own officers. But the force of 
his remonstrances on any of those points was of 
little serrice to him ; and his attempts to softim the 
deputies, who had been sent to negotiate the treaty, 
prored equally fruitless. Not the smallest relaxa- 
tion was to be obtained; and disagreeable as the 
terms were, he found it necessary to sign diem, or 
to relinquish all his fondest hopes and pretensions. 
Large presents were iJso bestowed, according to 
oonstuit practice, on the English negotiators, who, 
though inflexible with respect to the articles, were 
ready to accept of any other acknowledgments 
from the snbah, as the price of his eleration. Bnng 
in a country distinguished for riches and Tonality, 
— a country where the feeble protection of the 
laws, and the precarioosness of prirate property 
bare always rendered sumptuous presents cns- 
tomArv, they did not think tbemseWes obliged to 

E're the natires an exsmple of self-denial w dis- 
terestedness. 

Among Tsrious abuses, which had latdy en^pged 
the attention of the company, this rery practice of* 
receiring presents, howoTor beneficial to prirate 

{»ersons, was deemed most iignrious to the general 
nterest. Corenants were therefore sent out from 
England to be signed by all the company's ser- 
Tants, not to accept of any such presents for the 
future. These instruments, though they had ar- 
rived, were not signed before the date of the treaty 
widi Naijem Doula; and. as particular mention 
was made that they should aflTect no prerions acts, 
the negotiators did not imagine that tneir late con- 
duct could be called in question. Matters appear- 
ed in a different Ugfat to the secret committee. 
They b^an a rigorous inquiry into the whole pro- 
cec^ga, and passed several resolutions severely 
reflectuig on the oooncSl and iti deputies. Theu- 
pretence was, that luxury, oenmption, and the 
avidity of amassing large fortunes m a nttle time, 
had so universally infected the company's servants, 
that nothing less Utaax a total reform, a perfect era- 
dication of these vices could preserve the settiement 
from immediate ruin. ** Fortunes of a hundred 
thousand pounds," said lord Clive, " have been ac- 
quired in the space of two years ; and individuals, 
very young in the service, are returning home 
with a million and a half." Ttie charge was re- 
torted by the accused party with no inconsiderable 
force. " Such objections," said they, " come with a 
Tory badgrace from men who are much more cul- 
pable^ Have not you, who arr^jgn us, amassed 
princely fortunes by the very same means f Yet 
you cannot boast superior merit. The danger, 
wbidt was removed by the battle of Plassey, was 
not greater than what threatened us before the 
battle of Buxar. Why should you monopolise re- 
wards f The pTQtent happy situation of afliairs is 
owing to our conduct, spirit, and industry. We 
eannot be bound by covenants which we did not 
sign. The presents, which we received, were con- 
formable to the custom of the country, and to the 
practice of tho company's servants in all former 
periods ; and they were accepted with great honour, 
u all the proposed articles were previously settled. 



without giving up a single point» thungli large < 
fers had oeen made for that purpoae." 

TREATY WITH THE NABOB OP OUDB. 

In the moan time, lord Clire repaired to tho 
at Eliabad ; full powers being invested in him 
general Camac by tiie select committee to 
uude a peaoe with Siqah Doula, whom the oooncil, 
on account of his obstinacy and implacability, Imd 
deprived of his dominions. The Shah Zadda, wlw 
had now succeeded bis father as mogul, and had 
remained with the English since the battle of 
Boxar, was to take possession of Ote deposed 
lM>b's territories, as he had discovered an 
meat to the English, and engaged in the war 
against hit inclination. These arrangements were 
entirely disapproved of by lord Clive : he restored 
his province to Sigah Doula, and disaffpointed the 
sanguine hopes of the mogul. He said, that the 
company's amirs were likely to be involved in an 
inextricable labyrinth ; that the success of tlieir 
arms promised nothing but a succession of futoro 
wars ; and that to ruin Siuah Doula was to break 
down the strongest barrier which the Bengal pro- 
vinces could have against tiie invasions of the Marat- 
tas, Asghans, and other powers, who had so long 
desolated tlie northern districts. 

The iidvantages accruing to tiie company from 
tikis treaty vrere said to be immense. Aocprdiiig 
to die noble lord, who concluded it, they woold re- 
ceive a clear yearty income of one miUion, seven 
hundred thousand pounds, exempt from all charges, 
expenses, and deductions. By such a large ac- 
cession of treasure, they would be enaiiled to make 
proper investmenti from Bengal to China, with- 
out draining England of its silver, for the payment 
of the great balance in trade, which is (^nstandy 
due to that country. The security and perma- 
nence, which tiie company were likely to acqnii« 
in consequence of the treaty, tended greatiy to en- 
force the policy of such a measure. Bat the discon- 
tented party at Calcutta represented the treaty in 
a very different light, as equally inconsistent with 
the honour and interest of the company. M^ier 
Munro might long before have obtained as a(>van- 
tageous terms ; but, as a previous condition, he in- 
sisted that Cossim, the authoi of the war, and 
Someraw, the miuderer of seventy-two '^^■nfith 
gentiemen, should be delivered up. Have not then 
the honour and jnstioe of the nation been again be- 
trayed, in departing ftmn those requisitions. 

Ilie shameful connivance at Someraw's escape 
ftt>m Justice will excite particular indignation in 
tiie breast of the l^glish reader : his astonishment, 
however, wQl cease, when he reflecti that tiie ne- 
gotiation was chiefly, if not wholly directed by 
Clive, who was himself said to be deeply stained 
with innocent blood. But whatever horror many 
parts of dive's conduct must excite, he certainly 
utrodnced at that time several judicious regu- 
lations into the arm^. He put the troops in the 
counti^ on a new footing : he ordered barracks t» 
be buift for them in proper places : he also divided 
them inlki three parts, each of which was to eon- 
sist of one regiment of European ln£antry,one coas- 
pany of artillery, and seven battalions of seapoys, 
each battalion to consist of seven hundred rank and 
file. One of these divisions was stationed at Kliap 
bad, a second at Patna, and the third in tiie neigh- 
bourhood of Calcutta. These arrangements were 
well calculated to preserve the tranquillity of the 
empire, and to secure to the company the fmits of 
their late acquisitions. What cteps were after- 
wards taken by the English ministry to render the 
prosperity of the company subservient to the wel> 
tare of the nation at large will be a sul^ectof fntore 
consideration. Tbeir thoughts were at that time 
unfortunately, though unavoidably, engaged by o^ 
jects of keener and more immediate concern. 

DISTURBANCES IN NORTH AMERICA. 

Almost every day brought alarming intelligcnoe 
of the violent proceedings of the populace against 
tho stamp-act in North America. Wnen the report 
of its having received the royal assent first reac»ed 
Boston* the ships in the harbour hung out their 
colours half mast high, in token of deep mourning : 
the beHs being muffled ran; a dumb p«al : the acC 
itself was printed with a death's head impreaaed 
upon it, in the place where it is usual to fix the 
stamp ', and was pitblicly cried about the atreeti by 



GEORGE IlL 17ea— 1820. 



oir tiie <■ fcUy of England and ndn of 
America :" otsaya, denying not only the expedien- 
cy, bat the equity and legMity of the mearare, ap- 
peared in TanooB newfpapera : to these were added 
caiicatures, paMoi n adea, puns, criticisms, and such 
Tttlgar sayings fitted to the occasion, as, on account 
of their broTxt^, were easily circulated and retained, 
and from their inflammatory tendency could not 
ttU of preparing thb minds of tibe rabble to take Are 
the moment any attempt should be made to 6arry 
dm act into execution. The ferment gradually 

Sead to the middling and to the higher ranks of 
people ; and when authentic copies of the act 
from the king's printing house appeared amongst 
them, it was treated with all the contempt and In- 
dignation, which could be expressed by public au- 
thority against the most ofTensiro libel.' It was 
burned in Tarious places with the efflglesof the men 
aupposed to be most aotive in getting it passed : 
aad the warmest gratitude and respect were testi- 
fied towards those who had made the most strenu- 
oiiB opposition to it in the English house of com- 
mons. But the geoeral assemblies went still far- 
dier. Instead of barely conniving at the tumuttu- 
01IS acts of the people in support of what was term- 
ed independence, they proceeded to justify them 
by arguments ; and though they reaolved to petition 
the legislatore of Great Britain against the stamp- 
act, it was in such terms as serred rather to ex- 
press their weakness than their submission. Com- 
mittees of correspondence were established in the 
dilTerent colonies, and select persons were deputed 
from them to a congress at New York, where they 
met in October, and signed one general declaration 
•f their pretended rights, and one generaljpetition 
expressive of their alleged grievances. The mer- 
chants also entered into solemn engagements not to 
order any more goods from Great Britain; to recal 
the orders already given, if not executed by the first 
of January 1768 ; and even not to dispose of any 
British goods sent them on commission after that 
time, umess not only the stamp-act, but the sugar 
and paper-money acts were repealed. The people 
of Pniladelphia resolved, though not unanimously, 
that, till such repeal, no remittances should be 
made to England for debts already contracted, nor 
any lawyers be suffered to commence a suit against 
a resident in America, in behalf of British claim- 
ants. Societies in like maimer were formed for the 
encouragement of domestic manufactures, and plans 
adopted for shaking off all dependence on the mo- 
tiier country for any of the necessaries or convenir 
ebciesofUfe.. * 

But by whatever motives the migority of the 
American malcontents were actuated, the effects of 
their disaffection and resistance were onickly and 
severely felt by the mother country, ller manu- 
factures were at a stand; the principal sources of 
her commerce were cut off: a numerous poprolace 
was thrown out of employment ; while provisions 
became extravagantly dear ; and tmblic credit re- 
ceived a dreadful shock hy the total stopi>age of re- 
mittances from the colomes. The situation of the 
ministry was at this juncture peculiariy critical. 
Surfounded with difficulties, many of them young 
in office, and without having had sufficient time to 
secure the confidence of either the sovereign or the 
people, they had to decide upon a question of the 
utmost delicacy and magnitude ; and they foresaw, 
that whatever line they mi^bt resolve to pursue, 
they should meet with a formidable opposition. They 
knew that the framen and supporters of the stamp- 
nc^ who certainly formed a ver^ numerous putty, 
would embark warmly in the vmdieatibn of their 
own measures, and would insist on the policy and 
necessity of quelling at die very outset tne daring 
resistance of the colonists to the lei^slative authon- 

?' of Groat Britain. They were also aware, that 
itc and his adherents would carry &e contrary 
doctrine to a pitch of enthusiastic extravagance, 
and would contend for the absolute surrender or 
disavowal of the right of taxing the Americans. 
Between these opposite extremes, they thought it 
safest to chuose a middle course, and neither to pre- 
cipitate affairs with the colonists by the rashness 
ofmeir councils, nor to sacrifice the dignity of the 
crown or nation by irresolution or weakness. Their 
despatches to the American governors were written 
with spirit, yet witii temper, so as not to engage 
tiie executive power too deeply, but to leave it snU 
at the option of the supreme legislatmti to advise 

The only strong objection which 
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could be urged against such a mode of proceeding 
was, that when the authority of any government 
is openly despised, ridiculed and trampled upon, 
moderation may cease to be Uie dictate of either 
wisdom or virtue. 

MEETING OF PARLIAMENT. 

In this situation were affairs when the parlia- 
ment met on the seventeenth of December. Par- 
ticular notice was taken from the throne of the im- 
portance of the matters which had occurred in North 
America, and •which were given as a reason for as- 
sembling the two houses sooner than was intended, 
that they might have an opportunity to issue the 
necessary writs on the many vacancies that had 
happened since the last session ; and proceed im- 
mediately after the recess to the consideration of 
the weighty matters that should then be laid before 
th^n, for which purpose the fullest accounts of the 
American affairs should bo prepared for their in- 
spection. The house then issued the necessary 
writs, and a^ourned for the holidays. 

1766. When both houses met on the fourteenth of 
January, according to ttuai ad^'oomment, a second 
speech from the Uirone, ]pointed out to them the 
American affiiirs as the pnncipal oliject of their de- 
liberations. The address was agreed to without a 
division, but not without a warm debate. Pitt 
seised this opportunity of declaring his own senti- 
ments on the Bubrject. He condemned in the gross 
all the capital measures of the late ministry. He 
said he was ill in bed, when the resolution was 
taken in the house to tax America, or ho should 
have homo his testimony against it. As, Arom 
the nature of his infirmities, be could not depend 
upon health for any future day, he begged leave 
to say ' a few words at present on ooe point, 
which he thought was not generaUy understood— 
tho point of right. It was his opinion that Great 
Britain had no right to tax the colonies. At the 
same timo he asserted the authority of the mother 
country over the colonies to be sovereign and su- 

{ireme, in every circumstance of government and 
o^islation whatsoever : but he pretended, that tax- 
ation was no part of the governing or le^^atlve 
power. In supjport of this paradox, he had recourse 
to^ some ingemoul arguments. '* This kingdom," 
said he, " as the supreme governing and legislative 
power, has always bound the colomes by her laws, 
by her regulations, and restrictions in trade, in 
navigation, in manufactures— in every thing except 
that of taking their money out of their pockets wiu^ 
out their consent." But as the duties imposed for 
tiie regulation of trade certainly took money out of 
tiieir pockets, he endeavoured to get clear of the 
palpable absurdity of admitting that right in ooe 
instance, and positively denying it in another, by a 
subtle distinction between internal and external 
taxes, the former being levied for the purposes of 
raising a revenue, whUo Uie latter were laid on for 
the accommodation of the subject, though some rev- 
enue might incidentally arise ftt>m them. 

As all these remarks were directly pointed at 
George GrenvQle's favourite measure, that gentle- 
man made a very spirited reply. He censured the 
new ministry sevemy for delaying to ^ve earlier 
notice to parliament of the disturbuices m America. 
** They began," said he, " in July ; and now we are 
in the middle of January : lately they were only 
occurrences ; they are now grown to dosmrbances, 
to tumults and riots. I doubt they border on open 
rebellion ; and if the doctrine I have heard this day > 
be confirmed, I fear they win lose that name to take 
that of revolution. The government over them be- 
ing dissolved, a revolution will take place in Ameri- 
ca. I cannot imderstand the difference between 
external and internal taxes. They are the same in 
effect, and only differ in napie. Inat this kingdom 
has the sovereign, the supreme legislative power 
over America, u granted. It cannot be denied ; and 
taxation is a part of that sovereign power. It is 
one branch of the legislation. It is— it has been 
exercised over those who are not, who were never 
represented." Here GrenviUe pointed out several 
instances in support of his assertion, and added, 
" When I proposed to tax America, I asked the 
house, if any gentleman would object to the right f 
I repeatedly asked it ; and no man would attempt 
to deny it. Protection and obedience are recipro- 
cal. Great Britain protects America: America is 
bound to yield obedience." He then observed how 
ready the Americans had always been to ask pro* 

I 
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tecdon, wid how conitaiitly It luid been afforded 
thorn by the mother eottntry : but when she called 
upon them to contribute a amall share towards the 
public expense, an expetkse arising from them- 
selres* they renoonced her authority, fauulted her 
officers, and broke out into open rebellion. The 
cause was Tery obrious. '* The seditious spirit of 
the colonies," said he, "owes its birth to ue fac- 
tions in this house. Gentlemen are careless of the 
consequences of what they say, proTided it answers 
the purposes of opposition. We were told we trod 
on tender jTound: we were bid to expect disobe- 
dience. What was thb but telling the Americans 
to stand out against the law— to encourage their 
obstinacy with the expectation of -support from 
hence t Xetus only hold out a little, thev would 
say» our friends win soun be ih power." He con- 
dttded with some observations on the ingratitude 
ef the Americans, titer so much had been done in 
^•ir <hTour ; andfwltb a short vindication of his own 
^araeier from tne unjust charge of having been 
an enemy to their trade. The impression, w|iich 
such a speed! most have made on every unpr^u- 
diced mind, oould not be effliced by all the powers 
of Pitfs oratory. Re made a second harangue 
Of considerable length to iustiff the resistance of 
(he Americans, and to apologise for the silence of 
his own party, when the question of right had been 
repeatedly submitted to the consideration of the 
house. 

While the attention of the commons was very 
earnestly engaged in examining the papers relative 
to the American trouble^, whldi were laid before 
(he house by his maiesty's order, petitions were re- 
ceived from most ox the commercial and manufac- 
turing towns in the kingdom, setting forth the 
great decay of their trade in consequence of tlie 
new laws and regulations made for America; and 
earnestly soUdtiDg the immediate Interposition of 
pariiament. There were also petitions received 
from flie agents for Virginia and Georgia, represent- 
ing their inal>ility to pay the stamp-duty ; and one 
from the agent for the island of Jamaica, explainina 
the bad emctM of a similar tax which had been laid 




in that island by the assembly, but was soon 
suffered to expire, on being found unequal and' 
burdensome ; and suggesting the probabihty, that 
the like experiment in the colonies would be attend* 
ed with stall gfeater inconveniences. 

Though thu urgency of the matter occasioned the 
house to attend to it with unwearied application, 
and till a very late hour every night: yet the nature 
of the inquiries, the ntnnber of peatfons received, 
and the multitude of pai>ers and witnesses to be ex- 
imiiiled. were attended with long and unavoidable de- 
lays. In the mean time there were continued de- 
bates ; and aU the partisans of the late administra- 
tion made the most strenuous eflbrts for enforcing 
the stamp-act, and for preventing the repeal. Those 
who contended for tne repeal, were divided in 
opinion as to the right of taxation : the more 
numerous body, of whom were the new ministry, 
insisted that tne legislature of Great Britain had 
an undoubted right to tax the colonies ; but relied 
on the inexpediency of the tax in question, as ill 
adapted to me condition of the colonies, and built 
aiMAi prindples ruinous to the trade of Great 
Britain : those, who denied the right of taxation, 
were not so numerous ; but they consisted dt some 
verv popular characters. 

The advocates for the right of taxation took oc- 
easion to show how tutfle Fitf s distinction was be- 
tween internal and external taxes. ** Such a dis- 
tinction," said they. " is as false and groundless as 
any other that has been made. It is granted that 
restrictions upon trade, and duties upon the ports 
are legal, at the same time that the right of the 
parliament of Great Britain to lay internal taxes 
upon the colonies is denied. What real difference 
can there I>e in this nretended distinction 7 A tax 
laid in any place is like a pebble dropt into a lake, 
and making circle after circle, till the whole surface 
from tiie centre to the drcmnfereuce is agitated : 
fur nothing can be more evident than that a tax 
laid Qi>on tob^co either in the ports of England or 
Virginia, is as much a duty laid on the Inland plan- 
tations of the latter, as if it were collected a hun- 
d red miles up the country, on the spot where the 
tobacco grows. The truth is illustrated by this 
CH«e. The postage was an internal tax on paper 
fielded like letters, thu stamp-act on paper unfolded. 
Wherein lay the difference t To allow the authority 



of the supreme leglalatiire in the one, and to deny 
it hi the other, must .be the effect of wflAd perrerev- 

ness and flagrant inconsietenoy." 

In summing up these diflbrent argUDments, 
collective force was irresistibly felt. The 
satis&ctory demonstrations seemed to have 
given, that protection was the ool^ true grotnid on 
which tile right of taxation cotild be fotmded : timt 
tiie obligation between the colonies and tliemotiier 
country, was natural and reciprocal, consisting of 
defence on the one side, and obedience on the other : 
that they must be dependent In all pdnts on tiic 
parent state, ow else not belong to it at all : thmt the 
distinction between internal and external taxes wae 
not more repugnant to common sense, than to fmbbtf 
and to the frequent and unopposed exerciae of the 
parliamentary authority of Gthd Britain in the one 
case, as well as in the other: and that the Ikr greater 
part of the people of England, who were boo elec- 
tors, might with as much reason object to taxes, on 
the ground of being only virtually represented, as 
the inhabitants of the colonies. Upon the queetioa 
being put, the power of the legislature of Gtvat 
Britain over her colonies, in all cases 
ever, and without any disttnction in regard to 
tlon, was confirmed and ascertained, wiflioiit a 
division In either house. 

Hie grand committee, who bad pa s s ed flie leeuin - 
tions on wUch the foregoing question wss debated, 
had also passed anotiier for the total repeal of the 
stamp-act ; and two biHs were accordingly brouglit 
in to answer thepe purposes. By the resohrtSons, 
on which the former was founded. It was- declared 
that tumults and insurrections of the most danger- 
ous nature had been raised and carried on In several 
of the colonies. In open defiance of government, and 
In manifest violation of the laws and legislative 
authority of the mother country ; and that these 
tumidta and Insurrections had been encouraged 
and Ibilamed by several votes and reeolatinis, 
which had been passed in the assembUes of the 
said colonies, derogatory to the honour of govern- 
ment and destructive to their legal and constita-: 
tional dependency on the crown and parliament of 
Great Britahi. By the bill itself, all theee votes 
resolutions and orders of the American aasemblia 
were annulled and reprobated ; and the ministry 
having thereby secured, as they hnagined, the de- 
pendence of the colonies, and provided for the hon- 
our and dignity of Great Britain, and its c ons t l t u - 
tional luperiority over them, contended for the ex- 
pediency of repealing an act, which they said was 
u\judidons, oppressive, and incapsble or being en- 
forced but by fire and sword. The late mimstry 
and their friends, who supported the new admfaos- 
tration in the debate on the qnestion of right, op- 
posed the repeal with consiaerable strength bom 
of argument and numbers. But in spite of aO their 
efforts. It passed ux>on a division by a m^rity of 
<73 to 107, and was carried up to the lords by above 
two hundred members of the house of commons. 
The eclat, however, with which it was introdnoed 
Into the upper house, did not prevent Its meetiDg 
with a strong opposition there also. Thirty diree 
lords entered a protest against It at flie second 
reading ; as twenty eight md at the third. The fol- 
lowing is the substance of the chief reasons they 
assigned for their dissent, and which are tiie more 
memorable as they contain some political predic- 
tions, that have since been too lully verified by 
events: 

** Because we are of opinion, that the total repeal 
ing of the stamp-act, while such an outrageous re* 
siitence is continued by tibe colonies, win make tlie 
authority of Great Britain contemptible hereafter; 
and that such a submission of the supreme legisla- 
ture, undfer such drcumstances, would be Id effect 
a surrender of tbeir ancient unalienable rights ts 
subordinate provincial assemblies, established only 
by prerogative, which in itself had no sodi powen 
to bestow. 

*' Because It appears to us, that a moat eaeenthd 
branch of that antiiority, tiie power of ♦a-getWrn^ 
cannot be equitably or impartiaUy exercised, if It 
does not extend itself to all the members of th* 
state, in proportion to their respective afaiKtiea,biik 
sufibrs a part to be exempt from a due ahxre off 
those burdens which tiie public exlgendes reqnlrs 
to be imposed upon the whole : a partiality, directly 
repugnant to the trust reposed E>y the people in 
every legislature, and destructive of that conlxdeBCt 
which an gov 
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I afaOitf of ov Nortii A«i«iiesa ooUm- 
U« t9 bttf, vlthoot ncooTeiiieBM, tlM propvrtioo 
laid (MR Uicin by the gtamp-aot, appean oaaikesdQo- 
|U»I#. Ittettivuitedprodaceofsiztydioiuaaapoiiiwb 
par aiiiiiiB, if dinded amongst tve]T« hiuadred 
flMwand pvoBle, being little more than ooa ball 
tibe aalilecta of tbe crown in North Anteiica, woold 
be mUy one ihillinff per bead a year. 

" BecaoM not only tbe rigbL but tbo expediency 
aad neceaaity of the anpreme legittotttre'a exoiing 
its anthoritv to lay a general tax op the colonies, 
whenerer toe wants of the public make it ftttinc and 
reasonable tiiat all this prorinces should contnbote 
in a proper proportion to the defence of the whole, 
Appear undeniable. Such a general tax could not 
b« regularlv imposed by their own separate proria- 
fial assemblies. 

" Because the reasons assigned in the public reso- 
lutions of the proTindal assemblies, in tbe North 
American cobmies, for Uxor disobeying the stamp- 
Act, Tis. ' That they are not represented in the par- 
liament of Great Britain/ extends to all o^er laws 
of what nature soerer, which that parliunent has 
enacted, or shall enact; and may, by the same rea- 
aoning, be extended to all persons in this island, 
who do not actually vote for members of parliar 
ment: nor can we help apprehending, that the 
opinion of some conntesiance being giren to such 
notions by the legislature itself, in consenting to this 
6iU for the repeal of tfie stamp^act, may greatly 

gromote the contagion of a most dangerous doo- 
'ine, destructive to aU goyemment, which has 
spread itself otot all our North American colon- 
ies, that tbe obedience of the subject is not due to 
gie laws and legislature of the realm, farther than 
e, in his piitate judgment, shall think it conform- 
able to the ideas he has idmned of a free constitu- 
tion. 

" Because we tUnk it no effectual rnard agaiast 
thia danger, that the parliament has declared in a 
bin, that such notions are ill founded ; as men win 
look always more to deeds ttian words, and may 
therefore incline to believe that the insurrections 
In the c61onies, exdted by those notions, having 
attained the very point at which tfiey aimed, with- 
out any previous submission on their part, ue le- 
l^islature has, in ftct, submitted to them, and has 
only more grievously 'ii\)ured its own dignity and 
authoritv by verbaUy asserting that risht which it 
BubstannaUy yields op to their oppositton ; and this 
at a time when the streagtilk of our colonies, as well 
as their desire of a totd%dependence on the legis- 
lature and government of thett* mother country, may 
lie greatly augmented ; and when the circumstances 
end dispositions of the other powen of Europe may 
Tender the contest far more dangerous ano formi- 
dable to this kingdom." 

In the second protest, many of ttie ssdm objections 
were forther enforced, and some new ones added. 
Tbe dissenting lords looked upon the declaratory 
bin as a deloalve and nncatory affirmance of the 
legislative right of Great Biitain, wbUst the enact- 
faiff part merely annuUed prooce^gs that were ab- 
aoiotely crimiiud. ' 

STAMP-ACT REPBALBD. 
On the eighteentfi of March, two days after tbe 
date of this second protest, the bin for repealing the 
stamp-act, as well as that which proposed to se- 
cure tbe dependency of the oolenies on the British 
crown, recaved the royal assent. 'The ministry 
were atflU more successful in other steps which they 
took to gain popularity. Tbey had a ofiB passed nr 
the repeal of the cyder-act, and for snbsotuting in 
its place a new du^ entirely different in the mode 
of coBection. General warrants and tbe seisnre of 

Gpera, except in cases provided for by act of 
ment, ^ere declared to be illegal, and to 1 
breadi of pri-vilege, if exeruted agaiiurt any m 
her ; but a bin founded on diese resolutions of the 
enamons was thrown out by tho lords, as unnecea* 
sary and flrivolons. The old duties upon houses and 
windows were abolished ; and the rates were set. 
tied with much more eoidty and ease to the lower 
and middling ranks of tbe people. ISvd bills were 
also passed at the dose of the session on the sixth 
ef June, for wblohtbe friends of the ministry thought 
4iey deserved seme praise, at least from the mer- 
eantile part of the cooanunity : the one vas liir 
opening free ports, under oertam restrictiiHis, in dif- 
ferent part/ of the West Indies ; and tbe other waa 
a law hidemBifyin^ those who had inconred any 
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quiring oompensatfon to be made by tte American 
assemblies to such persons as bad suffered in tkar 
property by the late riots. In tfils detaU jof tho 
merits of tbe marquis of Rockingham's admJnistrar 
tion, it must not be forgotten that be remoyed noma 
restraints which were considered as heavy clogs on 
tbe colonial trade ; that be settled to die saOiiGiiC' 
tion of the owners the long contestea aflhir of die 
Canada bills ; and that be concluded with Russia a 
commercial treaty, which procured him tbe unani- 
mous thanks of the Bumla company. 

0UAN6BB IN THE CABINBT. 

BvT an these smaner claims to esteem could not 
supply the want of experience, decision, and ibm. 
ness in the more important concerns of the state. 
The doke of Grafton, one of the secretaries, feeling 
the instability of his coUeupes, or unwilHng, as he 
pretended, to act widiout Pitt, resinned in the be- 
ginning of May ; and though his place was imme- 
diately ftlled by the duke of Richmond, yet his re- 
treat at that juncture was genendly looked upon aa 
a strong symptom of the probable dismission of his 
lato assocmtes. They did not maintain their ground 
long after parliament was prorogued. Ibeir fUl is 
said tOi^aTe been acceleratod by die fonowfang dr. 
cumstance. After the repeal of the stamp^ot, which 
the maranis and bis friends looked upon as the 
only metnod of conciliating tbe adbcdons of the re- 
flraotory colonies, they took into considerattott the 
state 01 Canada, for which province no connrieto 
system of goremment had yet been formed. They 
oonceiTed it neo 
baring drawn 
a bin for tliat 
to lord Northington die chancellor. He had noTer 
been Tory eosdiany didr fUend, and was now, per- 
haps, glad of a fayourable o ppo r tun ity of expressing* 
his didike. Re condemned the whole measure in 
tiie most unquaHiled terms of disapprobation : he 
even went to the king and complained to bis ma- 
jesty of the unAtaeas of his ministers, adding that 
dMy could not go on, and that Pitt must be sent 
for. In consequence of these very plain assertions, 
the diancellor was commissioned to confer widi Pitt 
on die subfect of a new arrangement. 

As Pitt's refosal of fomer offbrs had sdely ariaen 
firom tbebr net anowing bfaa to ttl an the deper^ 
meats of the state with wbean be pleased, that ob- 
jeotion was now removed by the caanceBor's assur- 
ing him, diat the king had no terms to propose ; and 
die same assurance was afterwards con lirm ed to 
him by the king himself, to whom he was intro- 
duced at Richmond, on die twolfdi of July. Loxd 
Temple, who was then at Stewe, beinf aent for by 
bis mioesty's order, came to town wim aU pftssible 
despatoh, and paid his respecto to tbe king. 

On the morning after lord Temple had seen die 
bbng, be ** received a Very affectlonato letter hiua 
Pitt, then at North End, Hampstead, desfaring to 
see his lordabtp there, aa hb health would not per- 
mit him to come to town. His lordship went ; and 
Pitt acquainted bfan, that his majesty had boon gra. 
donsly pleased to send for him, to form an admin.i 
istration ; and as be titonght his lordship *'*'f<Tan- 
sable, he desired his mi^ty to send for him, and 
put him at the head of die treasury ; and that he 
aimself would take the poet of priry seal. Pitt then 

Eroduced a Ust of sereral persona, which he said he 
ad fixed upon to go in witb his lordship, and whidi, 
he added, was not to be altered. Lord Temple said, 
diat he bad bad die honour of a conference witb hia 
mi^esty at Richmond the ereuing before, and that 
he did not understand, tnm what passed between 
them, diat Pitt was to be abaolute master, and to 
fbrm everypart of the administration : if he had, he 
should not haTo given himself the trouble of condng 
to Pitt iipon that subiect. being determined to come 
in upon an equiUty wita Pitt, in case ho was to oc- 
cupy tbe most responsible place under goremment : 
and as Pitt had chosen only a side-plaoe, without 
any reapeosibiUty annexed to it, be should insist 
upon some oThis friends being in the cabinet*oficea 
with hiai. aad in whom he could confide : wbidi he 
thought fritt coivU have no objection to. aa he must 
be sensible be oould not come in widi nonour, un- 
less he had such nomination ; nor did he desire, but 
that IHtt should bare his share of the nomination 
of bto friends. And his lordship added, that he made 
a aacrifice of hi* brpdier, George Grenville, who 
uotwithftaading bis being entirely out ef pbica, and 
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cscladed firom all ootmecflon widi the tntended 
vntma, would nrrertlusleM giro him Oord Temple) 
•II the anddtance and sapport in his power : thAt it 
waa an idea to conciliate all partiea, which waa the 
ground that had made Pitfs formev administration 
■0 respectable and glorlona, and to form upon the 
■olid baais of nnion, an able and reaponaSble admin- 
iatration, to brace the relaxed ainewa of gorem- 
ment, retriere the honour of the crown, and pomoe 
die permanent interest of the pablio : bat that if 
Pitt insisted upon a superior dictation, and did not 
choose to join in apian designed for the restoration 
of that onion, which at no time was ever ao neces- 
sai^, he desired the conference might be broke off, 
and that Pitt wonld giro himself no farther tronblo 
about him, for that he woald not sobmit to the pro- 
posed conditions. 

" Pitt, howe?er, insisted upon continuing the 
eonfcrence; and asked, who those persons were 
whom his lordship intended for some of the cabinet 
employments t His lordship answered, that one in 
particniar was a noble lord of approred character, 
and known abilities, who bad last year refused the 
Tory office now offered to him (lord Temple) though 
pressed to it in the strongest manner by the duke 
of Gonkberland and the duke of Newcastle ;" and 
who being tiaeir-oommon firiend, he did not doubt 
Pitt himself had in contemplation. This worthy and 
respectable person was lord Lyttleton. At the con- 
dnsicMi of tUa sentence, Pitt sai<L how can you 
compare him to the duke of Grafton, lord Shel- 
Imme, and Conway f besides, continued he, I haye 
taken the privy seal, and he cannot have that. 
Lord Temple then mentioned the post of lord preai< 
dont.: upon which Pitt said, that could not be, for 
he bad engag(»d the presidency : but. says he, lord 
LytUeton may have a pension. To which lord 
Temple immediately answered, that would never 
do ; nor would he stain the bud of his administra< 
tion with an accumulation of pensions. It is true, 
Pitt Tonchsafed to permit lord Temple to nominate 
his own board ; but at the same time insisted, that 
if two persons of that board (T. Townshend and 6. 
Onslow) were tamed out, they should have a com- 
pensation. 

" Pitt next asked, what person his lordship had 
In his thouchts for secretary of state 1 His lordship 
answered, lord Gower, a man of great abilities, and 
whom he knew to be equal to any Pitt had named, 
and of much greater alliance ; and in whom he 
meant and hoped to unite and conciliate a great 
and powerful party, in order to widen and 
strengthen the bottom of his administration, and to 
Tacate even .the idea of opposition ; thereby to re- 
store unanimity in parliament, and confine every 
good man's attention to the real olgects of his coun- 
try's wel&re. And his lordship added, that he had 
nerer imparted his design to lord Gower, nor did 
he know whether that noble lord would accept of it, 
bat mentioned it now, only as a oompiehensire 
measure, to attain the great end he wished, of re- 
storing unanimity by a reconciliation of parties; 
that tne business of tfie nation might ^o on without 
interruption, and become the only busmess of par- 
liament. Bat Pitt ndeeted this proposal, evidently 



healing as It appeared, bfj aaying, ttmt he had 
termlned Conwair shoidd stay in nJs present oA 
and diat he had lord Shelbume to propose for tki 
other office, then held by the duke of KichoMmd ; 
so that dkere remained no room for lord Gower. 
TUa, lord Temple said, was coming to his first pn>- 
position of being sole and absomte dictator, to 
which no consideration should ever induce him to 
submit. And therefore he insisted on ending the 
conference ; which he did with saying, ' that if he 
had been first called upon by the king, he sboald 
have consulted Pitt's nonour, with regard to die 
arrangement of ministeBB, and have given him an 
o^ual share in the nominatioa ; and that he thought 
himself in-treated by Pin in his not observing tiie 
like conduct.' " 

Ic is unnecessary to make any remarks on Pitfs 
behaviour at this conference. Ho appears there 
divested of that dazzling lustre which his genius 
spread round him on all public occasions. Avs'ling 
himself of the cearte blanche which had been given 
him by the king, he spumed at every idea of equal- 
ity, of union, and or healing proposals. Honour, 
fiiendsbip, and even the welnre or his country had 
very little weight, when they camo in competitloa 
with his vanity. Bat the short lived triumph of his 
pride was followed by long and stinging mortifica* 
dons. He fancied that htf name alone would es- 
tablish a ministry, and that the first men in the 
kingdom would be ready at a call to enlist under 
his banner^ and to take whatever post he might 
think proper to assi^ them. A few experimenia 
convinced him of his mistake. He maae various 
offers to different persons of gjeat weight and coa« 
sideradon, with a view of detaching them from their 
friends. He tampered with the duke of Portland, 
late lord chamberlain ; with Dowdesweill, the Into 
chancellor of the exchequer; and even with lord 
Gower, to whom he proposed the office of secretary 
of stute, though he had set his face against the very 
some appointment, when suggested by lord Temple. 
All his offers were ngected. He then went to the 
marquis of Bockingham's ; but the marquis refused 
to see him. Rendered despe^te by these rebnfts, 
be formed that chequered and speckled admlnistra- 
don, of which it is impossible to give a jnster, or 
more striking picture than in the followhig words 
of Burke : 

** He put together a niece of joinery, so crcsdy 
indented and whimsically dove tailed ; a cabinet so 
variously inlaid ; such a pMee of diversified Mosaic ; 
such a tesselated pavement, without cement; here 
a bit of black stone, and there a bit of white ; pa- , 
triots and courders ; king's friends and republicans ; 
whigs and tories ; treacherous friends andopen ene- 
mies ; that it was indeed a very curious show ; but 
utterly unsafe to touch, and unsure to stand on. — 
When he had accomplished his scheme (Kf udminis- 
tradon. he was no longer a minister." — The sceptie 
of absolute control, wmch Jie was so fond of wield- 
ing, feU from his infirm grasp ; and he was confined 
in reality to that side-place, as lord Temple called 
it, whence he hoped to have directed the operatioas 
of those who stood in the foremost ranks of power 
and respodUlity (S). 
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1 Mir Jaffier, whom lord Clive 
had raised to that tottering 
dignity in 1757, was compel. 
led in about three years after 
to resign the government to 
his son-in-law Mir Cossim, 
who had entered into a secret 
treaty for that purpose with 
the council of Calcutta. 

S The new arrangement took 

flace on the thirdetb of July, 
itt, being then created vis- 
count Pynsent and earl of 
Chatham, received the privy 



seal. lately held by the duke 
of Newcastio: the duke of 
Grafton was placed at the 
head of die treasury, in the 
room of the marquis of Rock- 
ingham ; and Charles Towns- 
end succeeded Dowdeswell 
as chancellor of the exche- 
quer: general Conway was 
continued in the office of se- 
cretary of state ; but hM for 
his coUeage the earl of Shel- 
bume, instead of the diike of 
Richmond : lord Cambden 



was made lord chancellor in 
the room of lord Northington, 
who exchanged the wool-eaA. 
for the president's dudr. 
Many other changes were 
made at the same dme, and 
soon after in all the different 
departments of administm- 
tion ; and none, perhaps, ex- 
cited more surprise, than the 
restoration of the privy aea] 
of 8coUand to 45taart ~~ 
kenzio. 
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CHAPTER IX. 



Alartmlng Scarcity of ProvUicna—Dlsvute between the Proprietor e and the Director $ of the East India 
Compantf^Substance of the Kin^s Speech at the Meeting of Parliament— Bill of Indemnity— Reduc 
tion of the Land-tax carried against the Minister— The India Companjf*s lUght to territorial acquisi- 
tions debated— Proposals of the Company accepted— Bill for regulating India Dividends— JJuties 
laid on certain imports from Great Britain to America ; and measures taken to restrain the tuT' 
bulent Spirit of the Assembly of New Yorh—Some Changes in the Great Offices of the State-^The 
Ministry strongly opposed on the Nullum Teamus BiU—Oorvoration of Oxford repri m anded for 
VemalUy^Populmrity in Ireland ^ the OctemM BiU. 



GREAT SCARCITY OF PROVISIONS. 

THOUGH fbio general tranqmllity of Europe 
•dll remained andbtnrbed by the apirit of in- 
trigoe, or by the rage of oonqaeet, some of ita finest 
conntnoe were sererely afflicted by calamities of 
another kind. The irregularity and inclemencv of 
the seasons fin* a few years past had occasioned an 
vneertaintv and great deficiency in the crops of 
different districts ; and were it not for that happy 
•iieet of navigation and commerce, by which the 
wants of one nation are supplied nom the iiaper- 
abnndanoe of another, ISunine would haTe thinned 
the race of mankind in many places. Italy in par- 
ticular had suffered extremely ; and even Englimd, 
whidk nsnally supplied its neighbours with im. 
mense quantmes of grain, and allowed a consider- 
able bounty on the exportation of it, was now 
threatened with an alarming scarcity. So wet a 
■ommer as that oi the present year had not txfen 
remembered in this country, rrom the month of 
If arch to the month of August, there wera not two 
days of dry weaOer in suocession. The corn har- 
Tust, of oonne, was rery much injured ; and tbe 
distresses of the poor from the high prices of that 
and of erery other article of subsistence became 
WDioommonly urgent. The language of oomplaiot 
was soon followed by riots and tumults, which the 
populaoe are too apt to look upon as the only 
means <rf aUeriating erery OTii, or redressing erery 
gfierance. At first, they only undertook to lower 
and regelate the markets, and to punish certain in- 
dlTiduals, who, tiiey imaigined, had contributed to 
their calunities by engrossing, and other practices 
fiw enhancing ^e price of prorisions bevond their 
joet rate. But tfiey did not long confine uiemaelTes 
to these otgects. Heated by mutual commotion, 
tfiey pro c eeded to the most enonnons excesses : 
asuch mischief was done, and manyUres were lost 
in rarious parts of the Idngdom. The magistrates 
being at lengtfi obliged to eaU in the military to the 
aid of the dvQ power, the rioters were dispersed, 
and the Jails were filled with priaooeri. Judges 
were in consequence despatched with a special 
eemmission to try tibe deUnqueuta, sereral of whom 
wera condemned to die. A few of the ringleaders 
suffered as examples ; but the sentence of the ma- 
jority was mitigated to tranqmrtatian, and many 
reeeired a free pardon. 

Hie oondnct of tiie new ministry on this oocasion 
was Ihr from being politic or judicious. On the 
clerenth of September, the priry council issued a 
proclamation for enforcing the laws against fore- 
stallers, regrators, and engrossers of corn ; a 
measure tibat countenanced the absurd ideas of 
the mob, by declaring that scarcity to be artificial, 
whidi was out too natural. Beaidea, ^e lawa in 
onestion were so dark in tiieir construction, and so 
dificnlt in the executioD, that little effect could be 
expected firom this step but that of banishing deal- 
ers from the market^ and increasing the eril 
it was intended to remedy. This truth was 



so wen understood that rery tttfle regard was paid 
to the proclamation : and the flrirolous expedient 
fell to toe ground. The price of corn stiU ucreas. 
ing, another proelafiation was issued on Ae twen- 
ty-sixth ot tlm same month, linring an embargo on 
toe expomtion of wheat and flour, and prohibiting^ 
the use of that grain in tiie distilleries. This pro- 
clamation was certainly much bettor adapted to Its 
end than the former, but much more doubtful in 
point of law. Wheat had not yet reached the 
price, under which it might be legauy exported. No 
authority, therefora, but that or the whole legisla- 
ture, could in this caae lay a oonstitntional embargo 
on it. By way of excuse for dispensing with a 
positiTe law, it was stated in the procl^ation, 
that his nugesty had not an.o pp o rtu nity of taking 
the adrice of his parliament spoedUy enough upon 
such an emergency to stop tbe progress of the 
miaduef. But the priry coondl had destroyed the 
ralidity of this plea, by proroguing the parliament^ 
which was to hare met on die sixteenth of Septem- 
ber, till the elerenth of Norember. As they had 
reeeired the fullest information on the subject of a 
probable scarcity, ■ in the beginning of August, 
tbera was auffiaent time to giro tlie memben of 
both hooaes the usual notice, commanding their at- 
tendance in September, and a abort session would 
hare proTonted erery appearance of necessity for 
the ministen to commit an IDegal action. 

DEBATES ON EAST INDIA STOCK. 

SoHX otfier erents took place befora the meeting 
of parliament, which, as well as the former, en. 
gaged in a greater or less degree the attention of 
boui houses. The most important of these were 
the debates and resdntions of tiie proprietors of 
East India stock. They had long expected, in 
consequence of the flourishing stote of tneir amura 
abroad, that a larger diridend would be declared by 
the directon; and that all the memben of the 
company shoiild enjoy a share of those sweets 
which wera the consequence of their foreign suo. 
cess, and wbidi they saw hitherto entirety en- 
grossed by their seiranto. This s eem ed to them 
the mora raasonaUe as tiie dividend then stood at 
six per cen^ the lowest potot to which it had ever 
been reduced at the most critical period of the 
war. In their opinion, such a small dividend 
agreed but ill with a great revenue and its promis- 
ed stability, and intended to create an artificial fall 
in the price of stock, to the great loss of the present 
possessors, and to the advantage of future adren- 
torers. These inclinations of the proprietors did 
not by any meanif coincide with the sentiments of 
the directon. While the greatest part of the form- 
er conaidMed only the aucceases of the company, 
the directon aaw nothing but its debts. Two fac- 
tions arose np<m this subject, tlie one for increas- 
ing the dividend, the other for keeping it at the 
same standard. It was intended by the former, 
that, if the directon did not voluntarily declare an 
increase of dividend at the midsummer oour^ to 
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put it to tibe gii«tlim» tnd bar* it dadded by the 
vuoority of the propxieton present Am tUt inten- 
tion was poblicly known, its aooceM was saAcient* 
ly (oarded against and preTonted. At the opening 
of the court, a Iriend of the directora made a mo- 
tion for increasing the dividend to eight per cent, 
wliich being disapprored, he immediately withdrew 
it, and thereby put it out of the power of the pro- 
prietors to bring on the snl^ect again at that meet- 
ing, such a procedore being contrarr to the estab- 
lished forms of the court. The address that was 
shown in this transaction did not protect it from 
censure : the conduct of the directors was scruti- 
nised with great sererity : the supposed motives to 
It were laid open; and the pubuc papers being 
made the instruments of attack and defence, the 
contest was for some time carried on with great 
animosity, each party accusing the other of the 
most corrupt designs, and of misrepresenting, for 
private purposes, the real state of the compsjij's 
affairs. This course of altercation was productiTe 
of consequences whicb were dien but uttle fore- 
seen. Eyerv tiling relative to the oompanvwas 
BOW laid berore the public : the exact state of their 
immense property became known to all persons : 
their most private secrets were unveiled : their 
charters, their rights, their possessions, their 
opulence as a distinct body and uieir utility to the 
state were become matters of general speculation 
and inquiry. As the Michaelmas auarteriy meeting 
approached* at which Aere coiUd be ae doubt but 
tte freat oUect of dispute between the oontending 
parUes would oome aaain upon the carpet, it wae 
previoqdy reported about by the friends of one of 
them, that government intended to inlevfere. and 
bad absolutely forbidden any ineroase of dividend, 
denouncing threats agninat the company which 
ftruck at its existence. A report of tins aoit excit- 
9d % variety of conjoetwres ; but moet people looked 
upon U 00 a toick to answer tlie panoses or the direc- 
tors. All doubt WM remored at tae opening of tiie 
rneral court on tiie twenty-fourth of September, 
illefsafe in wilting frmn the first lord of the 
treasvy and soma other of tiie ministers was read, 
petting forth, " That aa the aJDOn of the East India 
con^anir had been mentioned in parliament last 
foasion, it was very probable they might be taken 
Wto consideration again : therefore, from the regaxd 
they had for the weukre of the company, and that 
they might have time to prepare their papers for 
that oecasion, they informed them, that die parlia. 
ment would meet in November." Letters were at 
the same time read from lord Cli? e. and from the 
aecret committee at Bengal, whira not only oon- 
ftrmed, bat e xce e ded the accounts tiiat had lieen 
formeny received of tiie great wealth of the com- 
pany, me extension of its trade, and the ftrm basis 
fm whiob, as for as human foresight oould judge, 
its secun^ was now established. The directors 
still opposed an increase of dividend ; and, upon a 
motion being made for advancing it to ten per cent, 
from the ensuing Christmas, tiiey insisted upon a 
ballot, by which the decision was evaded for a day 
or two, but was at lengtii carried against tiMm by 
a eonsiderable m^fority. Some of the proprietors, 
however, thought their snccess in this contest was 
pn r cbese d at too dear a rate, by having drawn upon 
themselves the eyes of the ministry. A few months 
more gave them an eanieot of what they so justly 



The sir of seriousness, which a variety of wei^ity 
coooems had lately diAmed over the nation, was 
far a little tinm enlivened by sonae pleasing oc- 
eorrences at eodrt. the Urdi of a pnncess royal, 
and tiie nuptials of the princees Oarolina MatUda. 
The oeremeov of the princess Carolina Matilda's 
marriage to «be king of Denmark was performed 
en the irst of October by the archbishop of Canter- 
bury, the dnke of Yoik being proxy for his Danish 
majesty. Nest morning, the young eoeen, aooon- 
panied by the duke of Gloucester and a nqmevons 
train of attendants, set out from Cariton-honse for 
Barwich, there to embaik on board the yacht de- 
oigned to convey her to Hdland. She did not readi 
Denmark till the beginning of November, on tiie 
eighth of which she made her public entry into 
Copenhagen, when the nuptial ceremony was re- 
newed with extraordinary splendour and magnift- 
cence. The satisfoction expressed at tiie time by 
the sot^ects of both crowns, from an Idea that the 
ailience between them would be greatiy strength. 
•nod by an additional tie of so agreeable' a naton. 
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into €b» tBoet palafyi Aanp 
In little more than five years afkier, 
the amiable Carolina Matilda feU a victim to the 
malice of a party, and to the wicked intrigues of 
the <jueen dowager, who imposed upon her 
pecting innocence, and artfully led her into 
ere made the grounds of the 
reproach and crimination. 

MBETINO OF PARLIAMENT. 

At tiie meeting of the parliament on the eleventh 
of November, the king, in his speech to both honses, 
observed tiiat the high price of wheat, and the ex- 
traordinary demands for it from abroad, had de- 
termined him to call them together so early :. he 
took notice of the urgent necessity that occasioned 
an exertion of the royal authority, for thepreservn- 
tion of the public safety, by laymg an en^iargo on 
wheat and flour ; and he recommended the doe 
consideration of farther expedients to their wisdonu 
he expressed his concern at the late daring insur- 
rections ; and added, that no vigflance and vigour 
on his part shotdd be wanting to oring tiie <^enden 
to justice, and to restore Obedience to law and gov> 
ernment. His m^esty concluded with a few rmy 
concise remarks on. the late commercial treaty with 
Russia, on tiM marriage of his sister, to tiie ung of 
Denmark, on the supplies for the current servace* 
and on the continuance of the former padflc poe- 
ture (tf alfoirs in Europe. The usnal motion for an 
address being made in both honses, various amend- 
ments were proposed, reflecting on the late condoct 
of tiw privy coincil ; bnt won rfjeded. 

BILL OF INOEMTSrmr. 

Tbis, however, did not supersede the necessity 
of bringing a bUl into narilament to indenmif y nl 
persons who had acted In obedieaice to the order of 
oounca foraying on tiie embargo. Nobody denied 
the expediency of snoh a restraint at the time : ft 
was the mode of the transaction which 
censure, as by it tiie crown seemed to aa 
exercise a power of dispensing with the laws^ 
of the grievanoes so expressly provided against i^ 
the revolution. The first form of the bill was found 
to be defoctire : it provided for the indemnity of die 
inferior officers who hadaoted nndertiie proclamn- 
tion, while it passed by the council who advised it; 
and it had not a preamble lolly expressive of the 
illbgality of the measure. In these rejects &o 
bill was amended, and made perfect. Bot ttos 
produced much altercation, especially in the booee 
of lords, where, to Ae astonishment of meet peoplo 
the newly created earl of Ohatham, and Und Ciam- 
den, the chancellor, opposed the bfll, and vindicated 
the late exertion of prerogative, not only from tho 

E'ecnliar circumstances that seemed to influence it, 
at as a matter of right, asserting that a dispensing 
power, in cases of state n ece s si ty, was one of tibe 
prarogativns Inherent in the crown. This desertion 
nrom me side of liberty, to principles so diroctiy op- 
posite, gave a mortal stab to the popularity of thoM 
occasional patriots. The follaey of their pretexts 
as well as of tiieir reasonings, was exposed, and 
the cause of fr e e d o m and of the constitution wae 
aUy supported bylord Mansfield, lord Temple, and 
lord Lyttleton. The real motives for the late ex- 
ertion of pnwer wero first inquirod into ; and 
tko doctrme of a diqiensing power in such 
was very forcibly attacked. ** Bo eariy as the 1 
of August, you reeeived authentic mtriligenoa of 
the state of the harvest, the quantity of com in the 
kingdom, and of tiM ineroase of its price. Yon 
then must have had as clear an idea of all the pro- 
bable consequences as at any time after that period. 
Why then did you not issno a proclamation §ar 
parUament to moot on the sixteenth of Septembor, 
the day to wUoh it was proroguedf Yon had it In 
your power to give the membeie above thirty daj 
notice; and tiie calamities iriilch 
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constitution. Instead of this, when their dfet 
wero risen to tfie hli^eet piteh, yon 
tentii of September, a proclamation aeainet fore- 
stalling, wUch could not give them nae ana 
relief ; and, on the same day, 
parUament for two months ~ 
the king from availing himself nf 
sistanne in any emergency. Yet yon 
impossibility of convening the pamtauL. _ 

motive for issnlng, in sixteen days after to extm- 
otdinary a prorogation, sa lUecal and 



lay, yon prorognod tiaa 

longer, mns predoding 

lelf of Aeir advice or ae. 



OBOBGEIIL iTm^mk 

I* tt oat plaiA then. 



if 
that y»a yovfMlvM tm tk« aaAwn of all thoia 
eTili,.wlilc]i Jim My ooold not be remadMl but by 
tlM czOTciie of the diopenatog powort^Toa go 
terther, md yon attempt to inatlfy olich oenranble 
eondnot oa tho pTiaeiple or nocetaity. that odioiu 
and long exploded pnndplo, by wUcn all ttie evil 
praetieeo in the roigno of the Sturto were defend- 
ed. If the plea of BoeoMlty la admlttod, and the 
ofown aOowod to be the nle Jndge of that neeeoii- 
ty, the power woidd be wnnmited ; becanoe tbe 
dteretion of the prfaioe and his oomKil ulf^t apply 
it in any fawtance. 80 die wisdom of tkm lepda- 
tnre, said the advocatee for the bin, has deprlred 
tile erown of all diseretioaary power orer positive 
laws, and has emancipated aots of j^rliainent flrom 
ttie loyal prerogatiTe. The power of suspension, 
"ti^hich is bnt another word for a temporary repeal, 
resides only in the legislatttre, the rapreme author- 
ity of the roatan^o-The recess of parliament, or die 
ineoflreniance of assembling it. are distinctiMis on- 
known to the constitntion. Tna pailiament is al- 
ways in being : — ^its acts never sleep : they, are, not 
to be eraded by flying into a sanctnary— 410,'not 
aren that of necessity : — tiiey are of eqaal force 
at all times, in all places, and to all persons. — 
The law Is above the lUng ; and he, as weD as the 
sal^^aet^ Is as mnflh booud by it daring the recess, 
as daring dM session of parKsmant.-— If the crown 
has a right to suspend or break tttfongh any one 
law, it most have an equal fight to break thnmgh 
them alL— No tme distinction can be made between 
the sospending power and the crownl raising 
money witlwat the consent of pariiament. They 
are precisely aHke, and stand «^n the vary same 
groand. They were bom twins, Uved together, 
and 'tDgedter It was hoped they were bailed at the 
i«TolaUon, past all power of resurrecdon«— Were 
the doctrine of saspensioa, ander die pretence of 
Qecemlty, once admitted as consdtndonal, the re- 
▼olatioa oonid be called nothing bat a sacccssftd 
rebellion, or a lawless and wicked invasion of the 
rights of the crown ; the bOl of rights woald be- 
aome a folse and scandsloas Ifoel, an infomoas im- 
posi«ion bodi on prince and people ; and James II. 
could not be sald-to have abmcated or forfeited, bat 
to have been robbed of his crown." By saoh argi^ 
meats, and others at the like splift and tendency, 
did lord MansfleU in pardcnlar combat the ill- 
advised stretch of the preiDgative, and redace the 
apologists for the measare, however great thetr in- 
geaaity and eloqaence, to the impossibility of a 
reply. The bQl was passed, highly to the satlsfoe- 
don of the pnUic ; and a new proof was given to 
die ateireri of the British constnaticn, that nothing 
lass tiban a law ooald protect from dne paniBfament 
the ft am e i ' s , advisers, or execators or an Illegal 



Whfla the parUameat diseovered so nrach vlgl- 
laaca la gaardlng the coasdtntion against any en- 
croaefamaat, even ander the most popalar pretence, 
dwy were not lem attentive to die nadonai distress, 
on aoeoant of which the laws had been disprased 
with. On the Ihst day of the session, an addrem 
was pres e nted to the king to contlnae the em- 
bargo ; and a blD was on the same day broagfat la 
for prohlMtittg die exporudoo of com, mal^ meal, 
•ear. bread. Uacait, and starch ; and abo the ex- 
traetiOB of law wiaes and spirits from wheat and 
wheat4lear. Foar odier bills, having for their ob* 
iect the redaction of the high prices of provisions, 
Vy eacoaraging the importation of salteo meat and 
batter Hrem Ireland, of wheat and flour, not only 
ffom America, bat from any part in Barope, and of 
onto and oat-meal, rye mm ija-meal, from any 
qaarter, Idldnty free, received the royal assent by 
canmisalon on the sixtecath of December, whan 
bodi haases a4|«amad tiO Janaary. 

land-tax bedvcbd. 

irsr. Amono the aflhirs wUdi came bafora par- 
BaBMBt after the recess, there was one artide of 
die sappHes, in the debate on which the chancellor 
af the ezeheqaer was left in a minority, it had 
been hitherto asnal to take off on the retam of 
peace, any addition that happened to be made to 
Ibe land-tax for carrying on die war. Bat as the 
anormoas expenses incarred in the late contest 
with so many p owe r s were already a heavy burden 
an die manamctarini part eit die nation, it was 
dioaitkt more pmdeat to coatlaae die land-tax at 
foar shillings in the povnd, dun to faicraaaa the 
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jttstreteas of tha poor by foxhi|r Oka ttaeassarias of 
Ufo. Henea dte whole land-tax began to h^ con- 
siderad as a port of the settled revenue duu was to 
ansarer the carrent services of the year. It waa 
then to the great sarprise of die ministers, that a 
resolatioa passed die hoose, sapported by a con- 
alderabla in^fority, whidi radaoed the land-tax to 
three shillings in the poand. This was the mora 
noticed as being die flrrt money-bill, in which any 
minister had been disappointed since the revolndoB. 
It ooosidenMy damped the worm hopes that had 
been fonnad, m the beginning, of the strength and 
eonsistonoe of the new administration, which, it was 
supposed, would prove Irresistible, as acting nnd^ 
the aospioes of the eatl of Chadiam. Bat tUs noble 
lord had last much of Us popalarity witfaont doors, 
and of his iaflaeace within, fay many parts of his Iste 
ooodnet He had disgasted by mt oveTbearing 
manner the moat respectable and powerful men of 
avery partv ; and he had sank greniy in the pobUo 
estimatioa by his aoeeptsnce of a peOrage, and If^ 
Us having flrst adrised, and afterwards defoadod, 
apon constltational groands, the exereise of the 
dispeasbig prarogadva. PeeUng, thoagh too late, 
the want of additional sapport, he made several at- 
tempts In the course of die winter, by offers and 
concessions not mach to Us honour, to gain over, 
or to divide the Bedford or the Newcastle Interest. 
But the most that he could obtain from the former 
was a temporary neutrality. Soon after Us loid. 
ship fen into so bad a stete of health, that he waa 
obliged to rallnqalsh all attention to business. 



SCRUTINY OF THB EAST INDIA COM- 
PANY»S AFFAIRS. 

Th a want of harmony and dedsloa In the cabinet 
was still more evident, when the East India affalta 
were broaght forward for the cohsiderathm of par- 
liament. A oommittee of the house of commons 
had been app<flnted in November to look iuto the 
state and condition of the company. Copies of 
their charters, their treades, and dieir correspond- 
aaoe, as well as exact accounts of their reyenuo 
and of the expenses incurred by government la 
their behalf, were caDed for and became the sub- 
iects of a rigorous scmdnv. In the course of thb 
baslness, violent debates freqnently arose, in which 
the principal servants of the crown did not appear 
to act upon any regular or settled plan. An order 
was at lengdi made for printing the Bast India 
papers ; but it was afterwards countermanded, at 
the Instance of the directora. The next question, 
wUch was agitated with increasing violence and 
divatsity of sentiment, waa tha company's right to 
their territorial acqaisidons. Some contended, 
diat diey had no right by dieir charters to any con- 

Stest ; tbat such poMesatons In the hands of a trad- 
g corporadon were improper and dangerous ; and 
that. If It were even legally and pollticany right that 
thffy should hold these territones, yet ^e vast ex- 
penditure of government in protecting them gave It 
a fair and equitable dtle to the revenues arising 
from the conquests, note, arho maintained the 
righto of the company, denied that any reserve of 
conquests had been made in dielr charters ; and as 
these were foirly purchased from the natioi^. and 
confirmed by act of parliament, tbey said, that a 
violadon of aach a bargain wotiud be a dangerous 
infHngement on property and the public fsith. 
Iliey added, that If government had any claim to 
the conouests in Indl^ the courts were open for tha 
trial of that claim ; but dke house of commons was ndt, 

5f the consdtution, ^ faiterpreter of law, or the de- 
der of legal rights. Though tbe sutject was often 
resumed, and debated with great warmth on both 
sides, yet die Louse seemed unwilUng to detcrtoina 
a questioa of so much importance ; and even A fei^ 
of the ministerial speakers declared against coming 
to any final resolunons on diis head, but strenuous- 
ly reoowmanded an aml^aWa agraamant with tha 
ooflipany. 

PROFOSAL8 OF THB COMPANY ACOBPTBD. 

Iw the BMan time, the proprietors of East Tndig 
stock had several meetings. At one of their general 
courts in the beginning of Ma^, the dividend for 
the ensuing hau year was raised from five to six 
and a quarter per cent, and, about tbe same dm^ 
a scheme of proposals for an accottmodadon with 
goveramant was agreed to. These were laid be- 
fore the miaiatry, who naw WaM pidblcty known 
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to have unfortnnately fUlA into a itale of saoh 
distraction, tliat tliey had no opinions in conuaon. 
Accordingly, they ahifted the proposals from one 
to another, without coming to any determination ; 
so that die company were obliged to state their 
offers in a petition to parliament. Two sets of 
proposals for an agreement to last for three years 
were laid before the hoose : by the first, the com- 
pany offered, after deducting fonr hundred thou- 
sand pounds ayear in lieu of their former commer- 
cial profits, to divide equally with government the 
sett produce of all their remaining revenues and 
trade : by the second, they engaged to pay the 
specific sum of four hundred thousand pounds a 
year during the above Agreement ; but, in either 
case, stipulating for some particular indulgence in 
their trade and in the recruiting service. These 
latter proposals were accepted by the bouse, with 
this dixrereuce only, that the agreement was limited 
to two, instead of three years ; and a bill was 
drawn up and passed accordingly. 

THE COMPANY RESTRAINED FROBf 
INCREASING THEIR DIVIDEND. 

BtJT whatever satisfaction the proprietors of East 
India stock derived from the parliamentary accep- 
tance of their offer, it was, in no small degree, 
abated by some other proceedings which took place 
soon after. A message from the ministry had oeen 
read at the general court which declared the last 
increase of dividend, recommending to the company 
to make no augmentation of it, tiU their affairs 
were fardier considered. Iliat message not having 
jnoduced the designed effect, two bills were brought 
into the house, one for determining the qualifica- 
tions of voters in trading companies, and the other 
for &rther regulating the making of dividends by 
the East India company. Their late aet was re- 
Bcinded by the last of these bills ; and they were 
tied down from raising their dividends above ten 
per cent, till die next meeting of parliament. The 
company, in order to ward off a blow which struck 
io immediately at their privileges, not only petition- 
ed against this bill, but offered, in case it was with- 
drawn, to bind themselves from any farther increase 
of dividend during the temporary agreement. Their 
petition and their proposal wero equally ineffec- 
tual. The bill was carried through, in spite of a 
powerful opposition, one of the secretaries of state 
and .the chancellor of the exchequer being in the 
minority in the lower house, and a strong protest 
signed by nineteen lords, being entered against it 
in the upper hoose. 

ACT TO RESTRAIN THE ASSEMBLY OF 

NEW YORK. 

Amono the different expedients for raising the 
necessary supplies thiji year, which amounted to 
about eight luillions and a half, some duties were 
laid upon glass, ten, paper, and painters' colours 
imfrarted from Great Britain into America. These 
duties were equally impolitic and unproductive ; 
but the conduct of the legislature towards one of 
the colonial assemblies. In another respect, was 
much more defenirtble* The factious, turbulent 
spirit, which the stamp act had excited there, was 
far from being mollified by the repeal. Not con- 
tent with many private acts of outrage, and repeat- 
ed marks of disrespect to government, the assem- 
bly of New York came to a resolution of paving no 
regard to an act of last session for providmg tiie 
troops with necessaries in their quarten ; but re- 
gulated the provisions according to their own fimcy. 
This was a clear proof, that they meaned to persist 
in disavowing the jurisdiction of the mother coun- 
try. When the matter was laid before parliament. 
It occasioned warm debates; and some rigorous 
measures Were proposed. Ilie general opinion, 
however, was to bnng them to temper and to a 
sense of their duty by a firm, yet moderate proce- 
dure. On tfab principle a blQ was passed, by which 
the governor, council, and assembly of New York 
were prohibited flrom passing any act till they had 
in every respect compued with the requisition of 
parliAment : a step, which, though confined to one 
colony, was a lesson to them aU, and showed their 
comparative inferiority when broeght Ih question 
with the supreme legislative power. As soon as 
this bill and some others of less importance received 
the royal assent on the second of^July, the parlia- 
aieut was prorogued. 



In the speech, with which his m^feity eloaed €Ib9 
session, besides thanking the commons for the enp. 
plies they had so cheeif ally granted for tiie ptduie 
service, ne said, that his particnlar ackaowledf- 
meiits were due to them for the provision they bad 
enabled him to make for the more honourable sup- 
port of his family. He did not here partieularly 
allude to the marriage {wrtion of the queen of Den- 
mark, because, in granting this, the commons only 
fulfilled their former engagements; but to three 
annuities of eight thousand pounds each, which 
were settled on his brothers the dukes of York» 
Gloucester, and Cumberland, in addition to whsct 
they before received out of the dvil list. • It is re^ 
markaUe tiiat, on the second reading of the bill for 
this purpose in the house of lords, a protest was 
entered against it, signed by lord Temple only. 

The duke of York did not Ii?e long to enjoy the 
liberality of parliament : he expired on the seven- 
teenth of September ; and on the second of Not- 
ember, her msjesty was safely delivered 
fourtii son, prince £dward. 



of her 



DEATH OF THE CHANCELLOR OF 
CHEQUER. 



EX. 



During the recess of parliament, another death 

J»rematnrely and unexpectedly happened on the 
burth of Septen^>er, which, it was supposed, would 
have proved fatal to a weak and disumted ministry. 
Charles Tovmshead^ then chancellor of the exche- 
quer, who seemed likely by his eloquence and abil- 
ities to supply the earl of Chatham's place in the 
house of commons, was cut off by a putrid fever at 
the very moment that the increase of his influence 
and the critical posture of aiihirs began to aUow the 
fullest scope for the perfect developement of liis 
talents and character. Burke, in one of bis speechee, 
made a beautiful allusion to the rising effulgence of 
Townshend's genius and power, while those of the 
earl of Chatluun appeared to be rapidly declining. 
" Before this splendid orb," said the orator, ** was 
entirely set, and while the western horixon was In 
a blaie with his descending glory, on the opposite 
quarter of the heaTous arose another lummary, 
and, for his hour, became lord of the asoendant." 

At the meeting of parliament on the twenty- 
fourth of November, when the principal point re- 
commended to their attention from the throne waa 
the relief of the people from the distresses occa- 
sioned by the high price of provisions, Conway, one 
of the secretaries of state, condudod his speech in 
support of the usual motion for an address of thanks, 
with a very high panegyric on the late Mr. Towns- 
hend's abilities, on the tertility of his resources, and 
the soundness of his Judgment. He said that hie 
much lamented friend had engaged to prepare avlaa 
for the effectual relief of the poor in the article of 
provisions : and he had no doubt, if that great man 
uved, but he would have been able to perform hia 
promise : unfortnnately for the public, his plan was 
lost with him : it was easy to find a successor to hie 
place, but impossible to find a successor to his ahil- 
ties, or one equal to the execution of his designs. 

Besides expedient* for lowering the high price 
of provisions, very littie business of any particular 
importance was transacted by parliament before 
the holidays. The land-tax bill, oe biU for continu- 
ing the former duties on malt, mum, cyder, and 
perry, the mutiny bill, and some others of a priv^e 
as well as public nature received tiie royal assent 
on the twenty-first of December. The house of 
lords a4iourned to the twentieth, and the oommans 
to the fourteenth of January. 

CHANGES IN THE CABINET. 

This recess afforded leisure for completing aer- 
eral changes that were already begun, or resolved 
upon, in the great ofilces of state, without any genr 
era! disarrangement of the ministry, which seemed 
likely to increase their stability and influence. The 
Bedford party, to whom some overtures had been 
made by lord Chatham, but without any decisive 
effect, were at length gained over ; in consequence 
of which lord Gower was induced to accept the 
president's chair, now cheerfully reeigned by the 
earl of Northington, whose age, infiirmitifis, and 
long services gave him just claims to retirement. 
Lord North had been promoted some days before, 
to the late Charles Townshend's^^ate as oiancellor 
of the exchequer; and Thomas Townsbend, junior, 
succeeded lord North in the oflioe of joint patinas- 
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ttT of Qu fuico3» IiOfd i^oyiDonfh wm soon vftsr 
nominated wscetary of «tato for the northern de< 
pnrtnient, in the room of general Conway, who wu 
rafaed to a hicher rank in the ndlitarj lino ; and 
file eari of Hiuborongh was avpointed to the new 
ofltee of Mcretary of state for 0i« colonies. Of tiie 
other promotions none was saflldently important to 
des erre particalar notice, except that of Charles 
Jenkinson, who was made a lord of the treasurr in 
the room of Ttiomas Townshend, and who has since 
been so eminently distingnished not only by hii 
wisdom in eonncil, and his eloquence in debate 
bnt by his haring exerted his uncommon talents on 
o t jec t s of the most lasting benefit to his couotrr,— 
the improTOment, extension, and secnrity of its 



RESTRICTION ON EAST-INDIA DIVIDENDS 

CONTINUED—NVLLUM TEMPUS ACT. 

Tb ■ act restraining the dividends of the East In. 
dia company being now expired, a bill was bronght 
in to oontinne the same restriction for the ensimig 
; and tiiengh it was rlolcntly <mposed in both 
it was carried the second nme by a very 
great m^iority. Bat the ministry were more doso 
ly pushed on anodMr point, which was introduced 
into the commons, vnderthe title ai nullum tempus 
bin (I), for qni^tiiig the possessions of the snlgect, 
and s e cu ring them from all obsolete daims, par- 
ticnlarly diose of the crown, against which it was 
held to be a maxim of law, that no psescription 
oould be pleaded. The bill originated in a Ltiga- 
tion between the Bentinck and tlie Lowther Ihmilies, 
in which the reriTsl of die dormant prarogatire of 
resumption by the crown appeared so alamnng, be- 
cause a Test number of estates might, from the loss 
of authentic deeds, be liable to similar daims, that it 
was with great difficulty, and by a minority of twen- 
ty Toices only, that me ministry could obtain a 
postponement of the bill till the ensuing session. 

ICAGISTRATES OF OXFORD SENT TO NEW. 

GATE. 

Amothxb circumstance occurs in the proceedings 
of tlui house of commons at this period, which may 
be thou^t worthy of notice, as it afibrds an instance 
of plain desling on the port (tf a venal body of eleo* 
toiu, whiriyjias been seldom paralleled. Urn mayor, 
bailiSs, and principal members of the corporation 
of Oxford had writtm to their sepresentatiTes, pn>> 
posing to return them at the next election, upon 
eandition that they should adTance a certain sum, 
for payiug off an mcnmbraaoe which lay henry on 



thedty. The letter, containing this e xtr aor din ary 
sad bareliMed offer of prostitution, having been 
laid before the house, the magistrates, who dgned 
it, were ordered to appear at the bar, and tbea 
committed to Newgate. But, a few days after, a 
petition was presented fWnn the offending parties, 
acknowledcing dieir guilt, expressing the smcerest 
sorrow for It, and begging to be released from con- 
finement. In consequence of diis petition, they 
were again brought to the bar of the house, and 
discharged, after receiving on thdr knees a proper 
reprimand from the speaker. 

PARLIAMENT DISSOLVED. 

As the time limited by law for the expiration of 
pariiament drew near, and all the pobttc budnesa 
was satisfoctorily despatched, the king, on the tenth 
of March, having given his assent to some private 
bills then ready, imormed both houses of his inten- 
tion forthwith to dissolve the parliament, and to 
can a new one. As soon as his mi^esty had ended, 
''■be chancellor, by his command, prorogued the par- 
Hsment ; and, in two days after, it was dissolved 
by proclamation, and writs were issued for decting 
a new one, returnable the tendi of May. 

IRISH PARLIAMENTS MADE OCTENNLAL. 



A vxRT popular bill was passed in Ireland this 
winta^ , and received the sanction of the crown, Ibr 
conHomg to dght years the duration of pariiamenta 
in tliat ' kingdom, which before were determined 
only by the king's dcadi. Nothing could hat* 
given higgler pleasure to the great body of electors 
than this assurance of a more regular and frequent 
exercise of one of their most inostimalrib privilegei. 
Lord Townsfaend, who was tlien lord Heutenant, 
and who had very much endeared himsdf to the 
people by the condUating manners diat adorned 
Lis private character, became, in consequence of 
the octennial act, aunost the idol -of the nation. 
The language of the commons of Ireland was glow- 
ing and emphatical. " Happy," said they, " in 
haring devoted our own existence to the liberties of 
our country, we find ourselves under an indispen- 
sable obligation, at our approaching dissolution, to* 
oipress the warmest acknowledgments to a chief 
governor, in whose administration, and widi whoso 
assistance, we hare been sratifiod with the noble 
opportunity of distinguishtng oursdves from our 
predecesBom, by leaving to posterity a m o num ent 
of our didnterested love for the peoplo we have the 
honour to represent; and an example, that tlfe 
happiness of our c w is ti t u ents has in our own 
breasts taken place of every other eonaideniilion." 



NOTE TO CHAPTER IX. 



I The oNect of the WH was to make rlxty years possesdon of any esUte an efiectual bar against aU 
donnant claims and pretences whntsoevcr. 
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the American Affairs— Cinii List Debt— Hearing of WUkeS's alleged grievances— SuccesHve Krput' 
sions of Air, Wilkes— War wUk Hyder Aily in the East Indies— Nen-imnertation Arreement, and 
other proceedings in America— Desertians from Ministrv— Changes that/oUomed—Endeauaurs oftke 
Opposition to aggravate Discontent— London Remonstrance, and his Atafestu's Ansmer^-GrenviUe^ 

' Bill for regulation the Proceedings on controverted Elections— Partfai Repeal qf the American 
. Port4uties^Affra9 between the Townsmen of Boston and the Troops. 



AS flooD M the BriCiBli pnltenwAt wm diMoWod, 
the tfaomBhte and biHhMM of Ih* iwteole asteft 
WMoeneA to be eonlloed to ana olpMl, tb« choice 
of repraoentotiTea ; and net«r, pe^tmpo, wm eny 
genenl election canied on wUh gveater bent and 
violence in moat parte of the Ungdon, Bat one ef 
tiie deotiona waa attended witih anch extrnordiBary 
dflcamataneea aa to deaerre partiealar notice. 

WILKSS BLBCTED MEMBER FOR MID* 
DLESEt. 

Iv nay bare be ne penary to Temiad the reader 
of wbal baa been related In a fonner part of tliia 
trork coneeming WUkei, who by hit flight from 
pabUojaatwe had provoked the aeToreat fentenoe 
of tl>e hom« of eoaamona, and had auflered the in- 
dictmento laid agaiaat him in the court of King'a 
Bendi to run to an outlawry. In thia aitoation, 
an exile ftroai Ua ooontry, diatreaaed in hia circum- 
atucea, and abandoned by hia party, he aeemed 
not only totally rained, bat nearly forgotten. He 
determined to make a bold attempt, aenaible that 
if it ftdlod of aoooeaa, the oonaeqaencea conld not 
place him in a worae atate than that in which he 
waa already. In nnrananoe of thia reaolution, he 
anddenly appeared in London on the ere of the 
general Section ; and thon^ he atill lay under the 
aentence of outlawry, dedured himaelf a c andidate 
to repreaent the city in parliamant. He waa re- 
oelTed by the mob with loud acclamationB, and a 
gnat autfority of handa appeared in hia flirour ; but 
on the poD he waa oontemptuooaly r^ected. He 
had no reaaon, howerer, to abandon himaelf to 
deqpair in oonaeonence of thia firat defeat. He 
waa fully conaoled for hia iulure in the city by a 
aubaeription which had been opened for the nay- 
aMut of hia debta, and by iSbe eameat he bad re. 
eeived of the attachment of the populace. He aet 
up immediately finr Middlaaaia ; and «be eleetamin 
that county oanaiating ehiefly of fkaeliolden of tfie 
loweat daaa, he obtained a aianal triumph orer 
of the old membera. The rabble, who had 



rived by apnearlagin public, would hare been piub 
▼ented ; ana he might hare probably *M">ttuBed ea 
ignorant of his influonoe with the people, aa tlwy 
woold in general of the atreagth of tiheir 
meat to Um. By negleotiog at finit ae eaay 
rational a mode of proceeding, die miniatry 
afterwarda onavoidably driren into the 
eztremea of liarahneaa and riolenoe. An 
happily went fortht that the 
wounded by the blowa atrurk at one of the 
worthleaii membera of aociety; and many, 
would otherwiae hare ahrunk fram tlie disgrace 
eapouaing hia cauae aa an todiridual, were glad 
a apedona pretence for making it the cau a e 



bo 
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On tfKB flnt da^ of Eaater term, Wilkea appeared 
in the court of kmg^ bemdi, to aubmit himaelf, aa 
he pveteaded. to the lawa of hb eauntqr* ^t. In 
reality, to make an inflammatory apeech againat the 
"crueltiea of miniatorial Tengeaace." and to dmrge 
Ae chief juatice with baring canaed the reeoide to 
be materully altered, witliout which, he 



very tamnltuoua during the contea t , broke out into 
the moat estraragant and lawleaa eapreaaiona of 
Joyat the erent. 

The condnet of Ae aainiatry dating theae taaaa- 
actiana waa naaecountably remiaa and ianpolitic. 
They had fa fact no alternative left them aa a plea 
for indeciaion or auapenae. After Wilkea*a return 
to Ewglanif, in open deflaaoe of the laws and of 
goremmenl^ a pvdon from tiie crown would hare 
been conaidered latfiar aa an act of weakneaa-tfaan 
of benignity. It waa therefore the attorney gen- 
eral'a duty to bare bim immediately taken up aa an 
eudaw; a atop that ooald nmther hare «cciled 
murmur nor aurpriae, aa being atriethr conformaUe 
to tiie ordinary couiae of juatice. When conflaed, 
he could have no dmnoe for aaooeading in hia elec- 
I ; nor ia it likely that he weald hare made the 
The pepulMtey, which be aeqa&red or ra- 



ther of the two Tuidicta, found againat him, 
hare been obtained. Aa he waa not brou^t le- 
gaBy before the court, no proceedingB coadd then 
be had upon hia caae ; but lord Manateld took iSbaX 
opportunity of justifying bis own conduct in hcrlDg 
granted an order for an amendment in theinferaaap 
tion, by which the word tenor waa subatituted far 
purporV-an amendment, which hia lordahip de- 
clared he thought himaelf bound in duty to grant, 
and which he could not have refoaed conaiifaatly 
with the uniform practice of all the jndgea. WiUbea, 
on leaving die court, waa reoeivod by Ae i 
faig muldtude with loud huaaaa ; but anch 
atiqpa had bean taken by the nragiatratea in W4 
mioatar and in tlie city to inrimtdate the 
ly, that DO forAer diaturbaace ~ 



DIgTURBANCBS ON ACCOUOT OF WILUB. 

A pxw daya alter, Wilkea 
dnoed into caurt ia a legal 
BM>rad that he mkht be admitted ta haB. 
jadgea were of opmioa, Aat neither he aar emj 





lam to be taken aato ci 
mitted to pxiaoa, Bdtaa he 
teaded by two ttoatafle, 
oa WeatHiinater-fa _ 
drew it along the Sttaad and through the cily >aa 
fipital-aquare, where they diamiaand the tipaliA^ 
and cacried their farouiite in titamph to a 
He took an opportunity, at a late hour, to ^ 
iu a privato manner : and aui 
marshal of the king'a benob. 

WiDuea waa i|otinaedve, Aon|^ in a 1 
took care to teed the flaaae he had kiadlad wMh 
fresh suppUea of comboatible aiatter. Hia addiaaa 
to die freeholders ef Middlaaax, a wa^ after Irfa 
cooaaitaaeat, ia a carioua apadmen of the iaoc»> 
diary atyle. It waa publiihed on the ilA ef Maj, 
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lB«t two dMy9 b«lorD a hearisft wm to come on at 
W«stBDinster hall respcciiog tbc errors of WUkeft'4 
stttlawry, aad Ato days before the meeting of tli\B 
Mew parliament. The popolaco beliared with toleri' 
able decency §t the tnal, at their hopes were tatk 
tered hy the appointment of a farther hearing the 
lieginnmg of Um next tenn ; but their jnfatnation 
and Tiolenoe on tha other ocoaiion, were attended 
with melanoholy coneeqoencee. Iliey iMnmbled 
in Tast moltitndea round the king's bench in the 
iorenoon of the tenth of May» under the idea o# 
seeing Wilkes go to the honse of commons. Ha^ 
lag waited a long time in Tain* they damanded him 
at the prison with load el^monn* and grew Tory 
iosalont and tnmnltaoiis. Some Justices of the 
peace ihonaht it necessary, after eadnriai^ maeh 
aotrage and penMmal injury, to read tlie riot'Ocy 
on which, the mob, highly exasperated, intenrnpted 
Cliem with showers of stones and brickbats. 1!he 
tumult increased: the serious waiiiings of the law 
■Bade no inpression: the magistrates, and the sol> 
diers on guard were not only set at defiance, but 
assaulted; till, being at length driven to the last 
axtremity, self>definice. as well as pubKo dnty, 
compelled the troops to ftre. Four or ire per> 
fumm were kQled, and more than twice as many 
were wounded. 

PARUAMENT MEETS. 

Tr I first session of tlie new partiament was open- 
ed by commissioners, who inCnrmed iMidi houses 
that his m^esty had not called them together at 
.that unusual season to enter upon any amtter ctf 
j^oncral bttsiacss, tmt merely to despatch oertam 
'Pariiamcntary proceedings, which were necessary 
lor the wdAffe and security of his saltfocts. The 
auittrrs here alluded to were the renownl of sev- 
aral mi the proTision bills, which wera near eapir- 
ing ; which, haring receiTod the royal assent on 
the twenty^drst of May, an end was put to the ses- 
flion, first by a^joummeatt, firom a proper regard 
.to the temper of the times, and then by proioga- 
tion. 

The onW notice taXea of the inprisened member, 
during tins short session, w^s a motion made on 
dia eighteenth, that the proper cflker of the crown 
ohould inform the house, why the laws were not 
Jmmediatoly put in force agamst John Wilkes, esq. 
an outlaw, when ha returned to the kiaadom in 
February. But the house not appearing dispooed 
to take cognAxanee of tlM matter, the quaetioa to 
ai^joum was put, and carried wlihoat a dirisioa. 
The attoney geaeial thereby escaped just censure 
lor his reaiiMaeSf ; bat ha was not oqimlly success- 
ful at the second hearing on the arrom of Wilkes's 
awtlawry in tiie court of king's bencl^ about three 
weeks after. All the Judges, though they differed 
as to their reasons, concurred in the rerenal of the 



passel in UOr for laying certain dudes on 



f lass, coloors, teas, Ate. imported from Greatfid! 



ontiawry, and 4w irregularity of the proceedings. 
The Tordicts, howerer, which had been giTon against 
Wilkas on the ioraier trials lor publishing the North 
Brteoa and the Essay on Woman, were aflrmed. 
tiie court being cf opinion that the arguments urged 
by the prisoner and his ootmsel in arrest of Judg- 
■Mnt were inconclnsire and friroious. Wilkes was 
therefore sentenced to pay a fine of fire hundred 

£>ands and to be imprtapned ton calendar months, 
r the ro>publication of the North Briton; and for 
Bublishmg the Essay on Wmnan, to pay likewise a 
one of fire hundred pounds, and be imprisoned 
twelre calendar months, to be computed mm the 
axpiration of the former term. He was afterwards 
to find security for his good behariour during the 
space of seven years. Though this sentence was 
certainly as mild as th^ malignaat nature and dan- 
gerous tendency of these two publications could 
well «4mit of, it famished Wilkes with a new sub- 
ject of declanwlton on " the harshness, the cruelty, 
and Ulegalidcs of the whole proceeding." The 
ministry wen eren charged with secretly foment- 



ing disturbances not only in England, but in Amer- 
ica, in order to have a pretonce for extending be- 
yond the Atlantic the iron hand of despotism; and 
their unwillingness to involre the kingdom in a 
war with Prance for the relief of Corsica was as- 
cribed to thHr detestotion of all Ireemen, as well as 
to their pusiUanisuty and ignorance. 

DISAPFECTION IN AMERICA. 

Suxs notice has been already taken of the acts 



^IxK into America. Those acts* howerer impoHtic 
and ill*tfaRaed before the former ill humours had 
«ompletrty subsided, were strictly conformablo to 
the dMUnction admitted by the colonists themseUce 
tietwean raisang money as the mavo incidental pra* 
dace cf regalatmg dutiee, and for the direct pur- 
of rereane. But as soon as the doctrine was 
to practice, and c us t o m -houses were esta^ 

in their porto for ooUeding those duties, 

they disarowad uieir former professions, and ac 
gued In a Tory diflereat strain* " If," said thoy, 
*« the parliament of Great Britsia has no right to 
tax .ua latamaily. It has none to tax us externally ; 
and if it has no right to tax as without our consent, 
it can hare aone to govern, or to legislate for us 
without car oonseat*" Inlu was fore s e e n 
pointed out by the strenuous oppcsers of the 
paal of Iha stamp4iet; and tiio conduct of the 
Americans fully rerified their predictions. The 
people of Boston took the lead, as usual, in plans of 
resistaaca. They began by entering into a rariety 
of combinations highly pftgudicial to the copunerce 
of the mother country; and among other schemee 
for ksinalng and l esti ai alng the use of British 
■MnafootioMSb thby rasolred to reduce dress to Us 

RrindtiTe simnUdty, to retrench the expenses of 
inarals, to bimg nothing firom abroad which could 
by aay means be obtained at home, and to giro par* 
ticular aacouragement to thm making of pttpccr g»«*» 
and, the other comnrndities that were baQe to the 
payment of the, new duties, upon importation. 
These resolutions were adoptedr or slaiUar ones en- 
tored into by aU the eU colonies on the continent ; 
and, in the beginning of the year 1708, the assem- 
bly of Mamachuset's Bay scot .a circular letter to 
the other ptofvinces, proposiaf a common union to 
Brereat the eflbct, and to obtain a repeal of tho 
Uto acts, which thoy represented as unconstitution- 
al, and sttbrersiira of their natural and positire 
liifhto. The same assembly discorered still strong- 
er marks of diaaJfoction and revolt, on hearing a 
letter read from lord SheUmme, one of the pdnd- 
pal secretaries of state, to Sbr Prancis Bernard, 
the govanaor of the colony, which contained soma 
vary severe but Just anfauMlTenloas en their cohp 
duet. 

Advices of aU those proceedings havina been 
transmitted to Bnglrad, lord Hillsborough, the new 
sectatary of sUto for the AxMricaa department, 
wroto a chtMlar letter to the govemon of all the 
colonies} in which his mivesty's disUke to tho letter 
of the Maawchnset^ assetobly was expressed in Oie 
strongest tenns. It was declared, that he consi- 
dered It as of the most dangerous and foctious ten. 
dency ; calculated to *«»^«"»* the minds of the peo- 
ple t to pronwto an unwarrantable combination ; to 
excite an open opposition to, and denial of, the aur 
thority of poriiament; and to subvert the true prin- 
ciples of the consUtutioa : and that his mi\)esty ex 
pected Iran the known aliection of the respective 
assemblies, that they would " defoat this fiagitious 
attempt to dtoturb the public peace, and treat it 
with die contempt it deserred, by taking no notice 
of it." Ilie assemblies acted in direct contradic- 
tion to the wishes and wholesome advice of their 
sovereign. They expressed their approbation of 
the condnet of the Massachusets, and passed several 
votes and resolves according with tho spirit of the 
letter received from Boston. Some of them return • 
ed address e s to the secretary of state, boldly JustUy. 
ing such conduct, and animadverting on several 
passages, as well as oa the request contained in hie 
fettorT The msembly of New York went even so 
for as to appoint a conunittee of correspondence to 
consult with the other colonies on the measures to 
be pufsned in the present crisis : upon whldi that 
assembly was immediately dissolved. 

Another letter of the same date (April 12) was 
written by lord Hillsborough to governor Bernard, 
in which, besides the former exceptions to the cir- 
cnlar letter of the assembly at Boston, it was very 
delicately intimated, that his nuQCS^ thought some 
ynfi^i y means must hare been employed to carry 
such a measora either by surprise, or through a thin 
house of representatires, as it departed so widely 
from the mpirit of prudence and respect to the ccm- 
stitution, uat seemed to have infiueaced a majority 
of the meitfiers. in a full house, and at tho begiu- 
ning of the session. Hie Rovernor was also diroct* 
ed to reiiuirc, in his majesty's name* that the new 
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aMemMy would reaeiBd the rMolntion whicli gare 
birth to the offensWe letter, and declare their disap- 
probation of, and dissent to, so rash and hasty a 
proceeding : bat in case of their refusal to comply 
with- bis mi^esty's reasonable expectation, the 
goremor had orders to dissolre them, innnediately, 
and to transmit a copy of ^eir proceedingB, to be 
laid before parliament. These instroctioui haring 
been commanicated to the assembly in die latter 
end of June, and the question pat for rescinding 
tbe resolution of the last house, it was negatiTed by 
a minority of ninety-two to seventeen. A letter 
was then resolved on to lord Hillsborough, contain- 
ing sereral strictures on the requisition made to 
them, which they alleged to be nnconstitational 
and without precedent; and intermixing some af- 
fected professions of loyalty with the strongest re- 
monstrances against the late laws. They were also 
preparing a petition to the king for &e remoTal of 
then* goremor, when they were suddenly dis- 
sohred. 

Previous to Oie dissolution of the assembly, tiie 
popular feiment was gready increased by another 
oecnrrenoe which took place on tiie tenfh of June. 
A sloop called the liber^, laden with wine fh>m 
Madeira, was seised under the autlioTity of the 
board of customs for a HUmb entry i and being cut 
from her moorings, was conveyed, liy the order of 
the commissioners, under the guns of the Romney, 
a ship of war then lying in Boston hariwur. A 
Tiol^t riot ensued, in which tiie mob burned the 
oollector's boat before the door of John Hancock, 
the owner of the sloop ; and oempeUed tiie com- 



nissioneni for the security of thrir ttves, to take re- 
Ibge at first on board the Komney, and afterwards 
at Castle William, a fortress on a small island con- 
tigaous to the town. The temper and oondoct of 
tlie people became every day more licentious. 
Town^neetlngs were held, and a remonstrance was 
presented to die governor insolendy requiring him 
to issue an order for die immediate departure of tiie 
Ronmey. Hie natural effects of such conduct being 
jusUy apprehended, two regiments were ordered 
finom Ireland to support the civil government, and 
several detachments from different parts of the con- 
tinent met at Halifox for the same par]>ose. Upon 
the first intimations of this measure, an alarm was 
insidiooslv spread amongst the inhabitants of Bos- 
ton and of the whole province, that their property, 
^eirUberdes, and tfaehr lives would soon lye at the 
mercy of the bayonet; and that no altemadve 
would be held out to them by the invaders, but 
servile submission or death. Under these impres- 
sions, a great multitude of people of all ranks 
crowded together atFaneuil-hall, the leading incen- 
diaries having issaed a sommons for such a meeting. 
Finding that the governor would not at their desire, 
and without his m^esty's instructions, convene a 
gtneral assembly, they drew up a long catalogue 
of their pretended grievances; protested against 
kcH piog an army in the province without their con- 
sent ; ordered tne select-men of Boston to write to 
the select-men of the several towns within the pro- 
vince, recommending the speedy choice of com- 
mittees (another name for representatives) to form 
a convention ; appointed Blessrs. Otis, Cashing, 
Hancock, and Adams, their late members to act 
for them in that capacity ; and condnded their 
proceedings with a vote for a day of pnbUe prayer 
and fasting, and with a requisition to the people, 
under the pretence of an approaching war with 
France, to prepare arms, ammunition, and every 
other accoutrement necessary in cases of sudden 
danger. A better comment cannot be made on 
these transactions than in the words of the inhabi- 
tants of Hatfield, in their spirited and judicious 
reply to die circidar letter of the select-men of Boa- 
ton. After showing the precipitancy of the steps 
already taken, and the inconsistency, fKrolousness, 
and insinceri^ of the pretences for calling a con- 
vention, '* suffer us,'' say they, " to observe, that, 
in our opinion, the measures the town of Boston 
are purniing, and proposing to us and the people 
of this province to unite in, are utaconstitutional, 
illegal, and wholly unjustifiable, and what will give 
the enemies of our constitution the greatest joy, 
subversive of government, destructive of that peace 
and good order which is the cement of society, and 
have a direct tendency to rf vet our chains, and de- 
prive us of our rights and privileges, ^ich we, the 
Inhabitants of this town, desire may be secured 
to us, and perpetuated to our latest posterity.*' 



A CONVENTION. 

Tbs temper and good sense, whidi inihunoed 
the conduct of the people of Hatfield, seeared, at 
that moment of infotuation and turbulence, to be 
confined to themselves.. About a hundred towne 
and districts in the same proriuce agreed to the 
proposal of a convention, and immediately af^ioint- 
ed committee-men, a great number of whom met 
at Boston on the twenty<«eoond of September. 
Their first act was a message to the governor, in 
which they disclaimed all pretence to any authority 
whatever ; but said they were cimsan by the several 
towns, and came freelyt at the earnest deaire of 
die people, to consult and advise the UMwt effectual 
measures for promoting peace and good order, as 

fc' as they lawfully might, under the very dark 
d threatening aspect of public atfhirs : they tiiea 
reiterated the detaQ of their griei^aioes, and urged 
die lAsolute necessity of lus convening without 
delay a general aasemblv, which they looked upon 
to be the only means of preventing tim most od- 
happy consequenoes to the parent country and to 
die colonies. The governor reftised to receive aay 
message from an assembly, the legality of whida 
he could not allow, but admonished them by letter, 
as a friend to the province, and a well-wiaher to tlw 
individuals of it, to break up their meeting instandy, 
and to separate before ihey did any bunness. He 
said, he was wiUiug to believe that the gendemea 
who bad issued the summons for this meeting were 
not aware of the high nature of the offence they 
were committing ; and that those who had obeyed 
them did not consider the penalties they should 
incur, if they persisted in continuing their session : 
at present, ignorance of law might excuse what 
was past ; a step fardier would take away that plea. 
He asserted, that a meeting of the deputies or the 
towns was an assembly of tiiie representatives ot 
the people to all intents and purposes ; and that 
the caUiug it a committee of convention could not 
alter the nature of the thing. At the conclusion of 
his letter, he informed them, that, if they paid no 
regard to this friendly admonition, be must, as 
governor, assert the prerogative of the crown in a 
more public manner. This remonstrance produced 
another message, in which they attempted to Justify 
their meeting ; beg^ned the governor to be sparing 
of his frowns to their proceedings ; and desired ex- 
planations of the crinunality with which they were 
charged. Tho governor repeated his former re- 
fusal to receive any message from an illegal as- 
sembly ; upon which they appointed nine of dieir 
number to draw up a report on the causes and ex- 
press objects of their meeting. This report being 
made on the twenty sixth of the same month, a 
letter with a representation of their transactitms 
and grievances, m which was inclosed a petition to 
his mi^c^ to be delivered in person, was forward- 
ed to their agent in London ; and on the twenty 
ninth the convention dispersed. 

The very day the convention broke up, the fleet 
from Haltfox, consisting of several frigates and tmts- 
|>ores with two regiments and a detachment of ar- 
tillery on board, arrived in the harbour. Quarters 
were procured for the troops by contract with 
private persons ; and the council, upon that footing, 
allowed them barrack provisions. General Gage 
arrived soon after, as did the two regiments from 
Ireland. The factious and disorderly were by these 
means for some time intimidated : the soldiers be- 
haved with the utmost discretion ; and a tolerable 
harmony seemed to subsist between them and tho 
inhabitants. 

While tilings remained in this state rather «f 
sullen repose than of assured tranquillity abroad, 
administration at home received a new shodc from 
the clash of those discordant principles, on which 
it had been framed by the earl of Chatham. The 
duke of Grafton and lord Sbelbunne, though intro- 
duced into thehr respective ofllces as his friends and 
by his desire, were never cordially united. Tho 
latter had lately taken particular offence at the die- 
regard of his reoommendntion of lord Tankerville 
to succeed George Pitt as ambassador at Turfn. 
A marked preference was shown to the duke of 
Bedford's application in favour of Sir WiUlan 
Lynch. Lord Shelbume, upon this, retiring in die- 
gust, his place was suppbcd by lord Weymouth, 
from the nordiem department ; and the earl of 
Roohford, late ambassador at Paris, was appointed 
successor to lord Weymoudi. In a few days afler. 
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Umd dwOuuD. wbohad loiig been prerpnted by 
bodily JBAfuittM Urom attenmBt to poUie bfuineoB, 
noifnod the piiTy moI, wUdb wu inmodiatoH 
doUvered to his fttend, tho o«rl of Bitetol. 

Parliament not on tb^-tAt^Mk of Noreniber ; and 
one of tlko flrit objocta that were pveaaed upon their 
notice in the ^pee c h ttwn the throne, WMtoreonme 
the ooodderation of tfaoeo great commercial inter* 
eats which had been entered npon before, but 
which the ahortnoM of the last aemian of the late 

Sarliament had prevented from being hronght to a 
nal oonchuion. The onhappy dieordera in the 
colonial were in the next place rery affectingly de- 
■eribed. *' At the dote of the last parliament * 
■aid hie majesty, *' I exp r ew c d my eatiafactibn at 
the appearance which then induced me to beliere, 
dmt nMb of my aal^ecta am had been misled in some 
parts of mr dominions were returning to a just 
sense of their duty : but it is with equal concern 
that I have since seen that spirit of faction, which 
I iiad hoped was well-nigh extinguiihed, breaking 
out afresh in some of my colonies in North Ametv 
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ca ; and, in one of them, proc e e d ing even to acts of 
▼Mence, and of resistance to the execution of the 
law ; tibe c^tal town of which cokMiy appears by 
late adTicee, to be in a state of disobedienee to aC 
law and gnremment;.and has proceeded to meas- 
vree subToisiTe of tlie oohstitndon, and attended 
yriA dreumstancea that maniftet a disposition to 
throw off their dependence on Groat Britain. On 
■nr part I have pursued erery measure ihmt appear- 
ed to be Bceessary for supporting the constitntion, 
.and inducing a due obedience to the antliority at the 
legislature.*' Addr ess es, in perfect unison with the 
aentiments expressed in the spee ch , were agreed 
to by both ho uses . They were psdrticolarly explicit 
«n the sulgect of AnmrtBa, and declared, that 
though the^ should be erer ready to redress the 
iost oompiamts of the colonies, they were nerertite- 
lees determined to maintain the supreme authority 
ct the British lefl^latare orer erery part of the 
British empire. Thanks were then glToa Ibr the 
measures already taken to support die laws in the 
colonies, and strong assuranoes of their ready eon- 
cnnrenoe in erery regulation that appeared like to 
establish the constitutional depenoence of Ote 
Americans. 

WILKES PETITIONS THE HOUSE OP 
COMMONS. 

On the fourteendi of Norember, a petifien was 
ddirered from ^Wilkes containing a recapitulation 
of all the proce e dings against him, from the time of 
Us having been apprehended by a general warrant 
till his late commitment to prison. This produced 
an order for the proper officers to lay before the 
house a COOT of the records of the proceedings In 
the court of king's bench. The Journals and reso- 
lutions of the house in 1763, relative to the same 
subject, were also exsmined ; and a day was ap- 
pointed for hearing &e matter of tiio petition, of 
which notice was ordered to be given to Wilkes, 
and to a great number of persons who were con- 
cerned as actors, or witness^ in those transactions. 
In the mean time, Webb, late secretary to the 
treasury, ngainst whom a rery heavy charge was 
laid of suborning and bribing with the public money 
one of Wilkes's servants, having petiooned for an 
opportunity to vindicate himself at the bar of the 
house, and application being also made by Wilkes 
for leave to attend in order to snpport the allega- 
tions of his petition, the requests of both were com- 
JiBed with, and liberty of counsel was sDowed tiyem 
or their respect i ve purposes. After these prepara- 
torr steps, me hearing of tho petition, which at ikrst 
bad been ordered to take place on the second of 
December, was put off to tne twelfth of the same 
montb, and dien finallv acUoumed to the twenty- 
seventh of January louowiug. This delay could 
not be avoided, as the merits of the disputed elec- 
tiena, many of which were violently contested, 
took up so much time, that although parliament 
continued sitting almost to tho ere of the holidays, 
they had not Icaure to attend even to any of me 
objects recommended to them from the throne, ex- 
cept tho renewel of die provislon-biDs, to prevent 
• return of the scarcity from which the people had 
been provideoHally relieved. A committee of the 
whole house of commons had, indeed, been formed 
early in the session, finr the purpose of an inquiry 
into Ameriaan aflhirs ; but this pul^ect thecigh of 



fiur greater fmportmee than WDkcrs petition, was 
-neeessarily deferred from tiie same cause, want of 
time. That gentleman'a appeal on a writ of error 
to the honae ci lords, admitting of a very abort and 
easy dedsian, was heard on the tweaty-fint of Do- 
ceniber, when the judgment of the court ot king's 
bench was affirmed in both sentences ; and next day 
the parliament adtjonmed to the nineteenth of Jan- 
uary. 

Am lord Chatham still remained confined by iQ. 
ness, he had not been able since his resignation to 
give any pid)lic proolii of his hostility to the minis- 
try whom he bad deserted ; but there coidd be no 
doubt of his intending npon the recovery of his 
health to Join the standard of opposition. That 
standard was now upheld by the marqids of Rock- 
ingham, who became leader of what was called the 
old Whig party, in conaequenoe of the duke of 
NewGaatib's death about the middle of November. 

THE ROYAL ACADEMY INSflTlITED. 

But the moat memorable event thatdlatfnguithad - 
the cloae of the year 1768, waa tiie inatitution of 
the Royal Aoademv, under the king's immediate 
patronage, and snlgeeted to the direction of forty 
artists of the first rank in their several professiona. 
The great ot^fect of this institution, which wiU re- 
flect nnmortal honour on the taste and munificence 
of its illustrious founder^ was the estabUstament of 
wril-regulated schools or design, where students in 
the arts might find proper instruction and the beat 
helps aa well as incenttrea to aapiring geniua, without 
gdng in search of tiiem to fbrngn countrioa. • Here 
the ponib had the finest living modeb, and choice 
casts of the aaost celebrated antiques to copy after. 
Nine academicians elected annuaUy firom amongst 
the fortv were to attend the schools by rotation, to 
set the figures, to examine the performanoes of the 
students, to promote tiieir improvement, and to 
turn their attention towards that branch of tiie arts 
in which ihm appeared most likely to excel. Pro- 
fossors of painting, of architecture, of perspective, 
and of anatomy were alao appointed, with Ubend 
aalaries, to read annually a certain number of pub- 
lic lecturea in the schools ; and the admission to 
these and all the other adTsntagea of the institu- 
tion was made free to every person properly quali- 
fied to benefit by the atudiee there ciutivatod. That 
nothing might oe wantino to rouse and encourage 
emulation, prlies were held out to tiiase who made 
the nearest approaches to «xce11eace ; and the dis- 
courses delivered at the annual distribution of them 
by the president. Sir Joshua Reynolds, were well 
caleulated to ten the flame of youthful ardour, to 
unfold the true prindples and laws of composition, 
to strengthen the Judgment, refine the taste, and 
impre s s upon the foucy the strong es t imagea of 
that ideal perfection, wtiich, aa lie himaelf said, it 
u the lot of genius always to contemplate, and neyer 
to attain. Under such a master, whose precepts 
wero so happily illustrated bv his own practice, it 
is no wonder ttiat the English school soon rose to 
celebrity, and exhibited models of beauty and 
grandeur which may be fairly put in competition 
with the most admired productions of any ape or 
any country. It is with unwillingness that history 
turns away from such delightful otjects, to record 
the harsh wranglea of pany, which were renewed 
at the meeting of parliament after the Christmas 



DISCUSSIONS ON AMERICAN AFFAIRS. 

1760. Thk grand debate on tiie American affairs 
began the twenty-sixth of January. An inflnito 
number of papera rdatiag to the troubles in the 
coloniea had been read the day before ; and some 
resolutions and an address were now produced as 
sent down from 'the lords, {n order to their bdng 
concurred in by the commons. By these resolup 
tions it was declared, that the acts of the late as- 
sembly of Massachusets Bay, which tended to call 
in question^ the duthority of the supreme legislature, 
were illegal, unconstitutional, and derogatory of 
the rights of the crown and parliament of Great 
Britain : that the circular lettera written by the 
aame asaembly to those of the other coloniesaon the 
subject of the late Import duties, stating them to be 
infringements of the rights of the people, and pro- 
posing combinations and other modes of pretendcKl 
redress, were of a most unwarrantable, ^bnaeroua, 
and inflammatory nature : that the town of Boston 
had been for some time in a state of great disotder 
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aad coaAmIoii, darina wUck the ofloon of th* 
Tonos hftdbeen ototnioto4 by violanfis m th« 
charge of their duty, and their Uvea endangered ; 
end that neither the counoil ef the province, nor 
the ordinary civil nagiatratee having exerted their 
authority M»r auppresaing aoch, t«multa» the pre- ! 
aervation nf the peace, and the due exeoation erf* ' 
the law* became impracticable wittoat tiba aid of a 
military force : that all the prooeedinga in the townr 
meetinga at Boaton on the fourteenth of June and 
twelfth of September were ealcnlated to promote 
aedition ; and that the appointment of a conventieny 
the electiona of deputiea by the aeveral towna and 
diatricia for that murpeae, and their meeting were 
daring inanlta offered to hia nu^eaty* authority, 
m^ andaoioaa uaorpationa of the powera of ^overnr 
ment. In the addreaa, the greateac aatia fa c t wn waa 
ex-preaaed in the ideaaorea already ^mraued for anp- 
porting the oenatitntion, and induong a doe obe- 
dience to die leciaUtore ; and the atrongeat aa- 
termncea were given of eflbctnal' oonourrenee in 
each farther awaaarea aa might be found neoeaaaiy 
to maintain the dvil magiatratea in a proper execu- 
tion of tiie Uwa, widiin Hba province of Haaaaohn- 
•eta Bay. It waa given aa matter of opinioo, that 
notlking could be more immediately necaaatry, 
•itherfor the maintenance of royal authority in the 
aaid province, or for guarding hia nu^eaty'a aub- 
Jecto ther* from being farther deluded by wicked 
auod doaigning nmn, than to bring the autheia of 
tlie latemaoraera to condign puniahment; and for 
thia purpoae, it waa eameatly reqoeated, that gov- 
ernor Bernard might be directed to tranamit the 
fiiUeat information he could obtain of all treaaona 
committed withha hia government ainoe the thir- 
tieth of December, 1767, together with the namea of 
' the penona moat active in the perpetration of auch 
offencea, in order that hia nuneaty might iaaue a 
medal oommiaaion for trying the offendera within 
thia realm, pnranant to theatatnte of the thirty-fifth 
of Henry VlII. in caae bin migeaty ahould, upon 
receiving the aaid information, see aoflcient ground 
forancb a proceeding. 

Aa aoon aa both honaea ooncnired in tiie propoaed 
a?owal of theae aentimenhs it waa reaolved in the 
cabinet that a circular letter ahould bo aent by lord 
Hillaboroogfa to the govemora of the different pro- 
▼incea, containing an engagement^ aa far aa the 
miniatera of the crown could enga^, to procure a 
repeal, on tiie principlea of commercial expediency, 
of the taxea on i^aaa, paper, and colours. They 
were in hopea, that a weU-timod aliow of vigour in 
the ftrit inatance, and of lenity and eondeacenaion 
•fterwarda, would bring ^le ooloniata to a aenae of 
their duty, and make them deaiat from their aedi- 
tioua practicea. Unfortunately the event did not 
oorreapond, in any degree, with theae expeotationa. 

DEBATES ON THE CIVIL UST. 

Th o o R the parliamentary atrength of the minia- 
try waa ftUy demonatrated in carrying the reaolu- 
tiona and addreaa by a minority of almoat three to 
one, they were oppoaed with much greater vdie> 
menee on a point, where they thought themaelvea 
more secure, an arddeof theauppUea. A meaaage 
l&>om the king waa delivered to the honao of com- 
mona on the mat day of February, acquainting them 
that the arreara of the civil liat amounted to five 
hundred and thirteen thouaand pounda, and ex- 
prcasing hia mi^ty's reliance on their known aeal 
and affection, to enable him to diadiarge diat in- 
cumbrance. lUa meaaage gave riae to a contea^ 
which waa kept up wiui uncommon warmtt for 
three days succeaaively. Several motiona, diveni- 
i&ed by all the manoenvrea of political dexterity, 
were made for papera whicl\ might Wad to a dia- 
covery of any imamanagement or profuaion in the 
conduct of the revenue, and of the royal expenaea. 
A review waa taken or the atate of the civil liat, 
and private revenuea of the crown : oompaiiaona 
Were drawn between the income of the present and 
of former reigna : and it waa aaaerted in very plain 
terms, that nnleaa the moat acrupuloua inquiry waa 
always made into tlw particolara for which auch 
debts were contracted, an arbitrary and unlimited 
revenue would be gradually eatabUafaed at the will 
>> of the prince, and for the purpoae of promoting the 
Bwst peroicioua measures. Ine chancellor off the 
exchequer expreaaed the greateat readiness to lay 
aU the accounts and papers that were desired be- 
fore the bouse ; but aasd that the length of time 
which waa requisilo to prepare then^ and the late- 
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of tlM aeaaion made it 
to the next aaeeting, wfaUe deoonoy to thto kinc »•> 
quired an inunedlata relief of hia wanta. Lawd 
North forther obaerved, that it would be ungeneo^ 
ona, by any aot, to ahow tiie amallest auapicion of 
a prince, wboae fint care upon hia acoeaaion to Urn 
throne, waa to atrengtfien the fteedom of the a«^ 
joct, bv eatabliahing the independency of the judgeas 
that hia m^eaty, who had, in hia private share of 
the oanturea made during the late war. given up 
aeven aondred and thirty timnaand pounda to die na- 
tion, waa certainly ontifled toaome regardin hia p ine 
ent exigenciea : and tibat the gratitude, not to aay tbm 
juatico of tbe kingdom waa called upon in the louidoat 
manner, to comj^y readily and gracefully with Ua 
reqneat. In one of the debatea on thia aolgect, the 
diviaion waa, for tiio miniatry, one hundred and 
aixty-four, againat ei^hty^iine, and in another, two 
hundred and forty-eight againat one hundred and 
thirty-five. 

No oldectioaa could have been urged with any 
great degree of j>lauaihiHty or force to the othev 

Cta of the auppliea, or to the waya and meaiiB 
the aervioe of tlie current year. The auppttea 
amounted to - littte more than aix mllliona and a 
*half, indnding the arreara of the dvil Uat, wndlbnr 
hundred thcmaand pounda of the navy debta which 
were to be paid oft The waya and nMana oonalated 
of the land and malt taxea ; exoheqner billa to the 
amount of one million eight hundred 
pounda ; antboqpatioaa of the ainking fund for 
uke anm; a lottery; money due n>r the oe 
ialanda and for French prises ; small auma in the 
exchequer, whieh were a aort of acraplnga fkem 
the moniea iaaued in the war, and balancaa of dif- 
ferent treaaurers' aocounts ; expected prodnoe ef 
American taxea, eatimated at thirty t h ouaan d 
pounda ; and the annual contribution of four htan* 
dred thouaand pounda from dio East India opbip 
pany, wheae chivter waa prohmged for the forlher 
term of five yeara, on conditions in aome reapeuti 
aimUar to the laat agreement: but the company 
were now aDowed to increaae tiioir divideiM to 
twelve and a half per cent, during diia term, pro- 
vided they did not in any one year raiae it above 
one per cent, on the other hand, ahould ihe divi- 
dend be reduced below the present atandard of 
ten per cent, the atipulated payment of four hun- 
dred thousand pounds should be proportlonaBy 
diminiahed ; and if die dividend should sink to alx 
per cent, die payment to the nation waa to be 
wholly diacontinuedfl^. Such eaay and jodkioua 
provinona for the pnboc aervice allorded veryUttfo 
room for cavilling or debate. But the apirit 
tercation found sufficient exereiae in tto 
inga concerning Wilkea. 

VIOLENT DEBATES RESPECTING WILKSS. 

On the twenty<aeventh of January, the day to 

which the hearmg of that gentleman'a pretendat 



grievancea had been deferred, a motion waa 
by the chancellor of ttie exchequer, and carried by 
a very conaiderBble majority, that Wilkea'a oown- 
ael ahould Confine themaelvea to the alteratioa of 
the recorda, and to the charge againat Webb,aa the 
other parte of the petition had either been decided 
upon already, or were now under conaideration ef 
the couta below. Four daja after, Wilkea 



ceededwith hia evidence : bat he waa totaEy unable 



to make good hia acouaadon againat Webb, which 
plainly appeared to have been a most andaoioaa 
talaehood Ihere waa no difficulty in proving the 
alteratkm of die reoord, which had been acknow- 
ledged and fioUy inatifled by brd Manafleld in Ihm 
court of king'a bendiiy where the p r ac ti o e 
confirmed on the opinion of all the Jodgea. 
Wilkea havmg diaingenuoualy and mangnantti 
out ao material a circumatance in hia oeuaplahi^ 
die houae agreed to a vote of c»nanre en that part 
of the pednob, as tending to aapeme lord mna 
field's coaracter, and to preiudioe the p^cj^o agafaiat 
the adadniatration of public justice, ilna, hov- 
ever, waa not the only atep Wilkea bad lately 
taken to provoke the rigour of pariiament, and 
to endear nimaelf more atrongly to the infteuated 
populace. 

Some litde time previoua to the riot in St. 
George'a FieUa, a letter had been w rit ten by lord 
We^moudi, one of the aecrctarica of state, to the 
chauman of the quarter-aeaaiona at Lambeth, t«- 
commending an eariy and effectual uao of the miU- 
tary, U the civil power waa trifiod with or iaauUad.; 
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•i A BiRiUrY foree ooidd nerer be eiDplojred to a 
flBore conromtional purpose, ttdm in sapporting 
Ola acntiberity and dignity of the magistracy. Btseh 
faaCmedoaa ■eomed particulaily neoenary at that 
eriaia, when some off the laoat actire magifltrates 
bad been #»and naable to pot dke laws in execru 
tion ; whe^ constables, instead of attempting to 
preserve 4bub peace, were known to join the mob in 
•T«ry aet of outrage; when a ooavict war openly 
raaeaad from the oAeers af jnstiee, and csniied in 
trtHmph alsMst within sight of the Tery eoort that 
d Us eommatment ; when, fai short, the an> 
of Che nhUe hiereased with their crfanes, 
ope Tamstftwd of bringing thesa to a sense 
bf their 4nty hnt by the eoBBftlBB ef 



Wilkea.haTiBg by asase mesas piucnr e d aeopy of 
lovd Weymondi's letter en that ooca^on, had It 



inriiliahed at full length In a newspaper, with a 
prafliee of liis own, in which the atfkir of St. 
Gaorge'a Fields was termed a horrid massacre, and 
the conseqaenee of a heUlsh project, deliberately 
plamiod and determined npon. The secretary of 
state laid so flagrant a breach of pritiloge before 
the lords, and the publishers of the newspap e r s 
haTlng acknowledged that they reeeired the copy 
flrotn Wilkes, a complaint was made to the com- 
nona of the condoct of their member ; and the 
qpatter being agitated during the inquiry into the 
merits of Wilkes's petition, he not only declared 
Umaelf to be the auttior of the preCstory remarks, 
but said he gloried in baring bronght to lii^t that 
bloody seroU, and was only sorry he had not ez- 

Erossed his indignation at it fai stronger terms, 
e even added, Uiat he ought to hare Hm thanks 
ef ttao house for his meritorious conduct fai the bns< 
hiess. Instead of thanks, howerer, die house roted 
Ids introduction to tiie secretary of state's letter to 
be an insolent, soandatous, and seditious libel, 
tending to inHamo and stir up the minds of Us ma- 
Jasty'a subiects to a total subrersien of all good 
order and leiral goTemment. 

Next day [Feb. 8.] a yery long ddiate tdok place 
an the following motion, made by lord Barrington, 
the secretary at war : 

" That John Wilkes, Esq. a member of this house, 
who hath at fl»e bar of this house eonfessed hlmselr 
to be tile author and publisher of what this house 
baa resolred to be an insolent, seandalous, and se- 
ditiooa Ubel, and who has been couTlcted in the 
eonrt of kfaiig's bench, of baring p ri nted and pub- 
lished a seditions Bbel, and three obscene and Im- 
Cas libehi, and by the Judgment of ttie said court 
been sentaneed to undergo twenty two monttw 
hanrlsonment, and is now in execution under the 
SUM judguent, be expeDed tlite house." 



This motion was opposed by the united strength 
ef tile RoeUngham and Grenrille parties, Ed- 
mund Burke the adhereat of the one, and 
George GrenrlBa the leader of the other, being the 
principal speakan. Though these gentlemen dif- 
tead rary widely an aaase great political prin- 
ciplas, yet frsm a eaaaal ooneldenoe of dislike 
to Bsaay of the late me as ures of goremasen^ tiiey 
aetad as i'thay beionaad to the saase phalanr 
w sMa of the question Oey epoke, 
rle said amamar ahvaiys aflbrded a rery ra- 
ceatrast. BnilEe's doquence 





itself to tlie passions, much oftener to 
er nerer to tiie understand- 
hM; it ssaaaad flttas for thow than debate, for the 
sshsnl than the senate, and was eakulaled radier 

than to produee conriction: 
plain, yet eorreet, manly, argomen- 
_ aiafle to genuine eandonr, to the ener- 
af reason, and the wall-disphnred eridenee of 
iralfa. than to tiw rainbow colours offlne imagery, or 
theNaaaofartftAclaldeclaimatlon. Ihe one appeared 
always dreased in a ileh wardrobe of words, to daaale. 
tha bahoUats ; tfM other made use of language, as a 
modest man doea of dotiies, for the purposes of 
eenvaniMice and decency. The former oould en- 
Uran tha dullest debate by the salUes of Us wit ; 
but he waa toe fond of exerting ttiat talent on 
erery nor ssi o n. and frequently debased it by an 
laterauxtnre of low ridicule ; the latter, full of the 
iaa«ortaBce of liia suUeet, and attenliTe to the be- 
grarity as well as dignity of the senatorial 
IT, nerer let himselff dc»wn, nor attempted 
any thing lika rulgar jests, or unseasonable plea 
tnr. Bucke, aatnraUy ardent, ' 



, . , , faapetuouB, and ir^ 

tiofbla, took fire at,thc samllest coUislan ; and the 



anddan bursts of Us anger or hb rehemence, when 
an around him was calm, could only be compared 
to the rant of intoxication in the presencei of a sober 
and dispassionate company : OrenriDe, eren when 
attacked witti the utmost asnerity, showed a per- 
foct command of temper, and neither betrayed any 
symptoms of alarm nlouM^ nor hurled the thun- 
iett of wradxful oratory at his adrersaries. This 
df s s l niltitu de fA genius and diaracter between both 
was strongly mtfked in the debate on lord Barring* 
ton's motion. 

Burke poured forth a torrent of mrectires against 
tihe foUr and wickedness of the ministers of the 
crown ; he enlarged on the dangerous conseqaencea 
ef the assemptton 'and ^bnse of a discretionary 
power ia the oommons : and called the proposed 
TOCe af expulsion the fifth act of -a tragi-oomedy ; 
perftmaed by his m^jesty'fe serrants, at the desire 
or sereral persons of quality, fat flie benefit uT 
WHkes, and at the expense of the oonstitutioa. 
GrenriUe confined himself to two decisire points, 
tfie injustiee and imprudence of the measure. He 
said it was unfair to blend all Wilkes's oflTenoes, aa 
it were, in one indictment, and then to decide on a 
complicated and accumulated charge ; as, in conse* 

anenee of such a mode of trial, it was possible for 
kat gentleman to be expelled eren by a minorio 
ty (3). After riewing the whole together, he pro- 
eeeded to unrarel the web, and to examine the 
diflferent parts of it separately and distinctly. He 
obserred, that the proper step to be taken by tha 
house of lords widi respect to tne gross and Impu- 
dent libel on lord Weymouth was to address the 
king to hare it prosecuted by the attorney general, 
instead of transmitting It to the oommons to be pun- 
isluid by an extraordmary extension of their judi- 
cature. For die North Briton, Wilkes was now un- 
dergoina the sentence of the law, and had been ex- 
pelled Rom parliamont; and there was no rule 
more sacred m English jurisprudence, than that a 
man once acqidtted or condemned should not be 
tried or punished again by the same judicature for 
the same ofilbnce. The law had also passed sen- 
tence on him for the Essay on Woman ; and as the 
last house of eoaunons had not Uiought it right for 
them to Interfere hi that matter, it would certainly 
be deemed a hardsUp to let it pass unnoticed at. 
Uie time, and fire years alter to transfer it to ano« 
ttier parliament, and to reserre it for a fresh cen- 
sure. As to Wilkes's imprisonment, dtooah it im- 
plied an inability in him to attend, and in uie house 
to reclaim him, yet Grenrille did not think that 
temporary disablnties ought to be regarded as pro- 
per grounds fi>r an expulsion. He tiierefore begged 
that tiie prejudices or just resentments of the house 
against ieb» conduct and character of the man might 
not prerail upon them to establish a precedent^ 
wUcn, tiiougn perhaps begun in tibe ilrst instanoe 
against the odious or the guflty, might be easily 
applied and made use of agaitast the meritoriona 
and the innocent. From those remarks Grenrille 
made an easy and natural transition to the second 
part of the sulgect, in which he took a riew of the 
propriety and wisdom of the measure. He consi- 
dered Wilkes as baring become, howerer unde- 
serredly, a fhrourite with the public : he said it 
oould not be denied, that dw temper of tiie people 
had shown itself on sereral occasions to be licen- 
tious and disorderly ; that their respect for the par- 
liament and confidence in their representatirea 
were risibly dhninished; and be then asked, whe- 
ther, under these drcomstances, it was not more 
adrisaUe to conciliate the heated minds af men by 
mildness and discretion, tiian to inflame them by 
adding fresh fuel to discontent t He hoped the 
ndnistry would consult the best guide to alfbonun 
wisdom, the experience of past times; and he 
qooted one instance of impolitic Tigour. which 
was equally pertinent and forcible. " The rer- 
erend mceodfary Dr. Sachererell," said he, ** was 
unwisely prosecuted by this house. He beoune by 
that means the farourite and idol of the people 
throughoat England, as mudi, n^ more than 
WHkes is now. The queen herself was stopped 
and insulted In her chah*, during the trial, with 
' God saro Dr. SacherereU.' I heartfly wish that 
no similar insult may hare been offbred to our 
present sorereign. The prosecntioa went on and 
the ferment increased. The erent rerified a famoua 
expression in 'those days, 'That the whigs had 
wished to roast a parson, and that they had done 
it at so fierce a fire, that they had burnt '~ 



72 



HISTORT OF 



fl«lre« ;* for fhe minbten wer« ditmiocd, and the 
parliament dlMolvod. The mob idol, when he ceas- 
ed to be a martyr, foon sank, into his orifiinal in- 
aigniflcaniiV, from which that martyrdom alone 
had raised him. WUkea, apprehonaiTe of the 
aame fate, and thoroughly lenaible that the con- 
tinaance of his popularity will depend upon your 
cotiduct, uses erery means in his power to provoke 
yon to some instance of unusual seTerity. Suppose 
diat yon could otherwise hare doubted of It, yet his 
behaviour here at your bar. when called upon to 
iustiiV himself, is fidly solBcieBt to prore the truth 
W wnat I have asserted. If he had intended to de- 
precate your resentment, and to stop your pro- 
ceedings against him, he is not so void of parts and 
understanding, as to naTe told yoti in the words he 
used at the bar (when charged with writing the 
libel against lord Weymouth) * that he was only 
sorry he had not expressed mmself upon that sub- 
ject in stronger terms : and that he certainly would 
do so whenever a similar occasion should present 
itself ; nor would he have asked, whether the pre- 
cedents quoted by lord If aniifleld were not all taken 
fkom the star chsimber V If he had wished to pre- 
Tent this expulsion, he would have emplored other 
methods to accomplish his purpose ; but his object 
is not^ retain his seat in this house, but to stand 
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Orenville now followed in rapid sacceastoa. WiKesna 
popularity increased with what was termed Ida per- 
secution. His bold defence of the "prefatory re- 
marks on lord Weymouth's letter, at ^e very bar of 
the house of commons that expelled him, was cnp- 
tivating to many persons, and raised him friendt 
and admirers in every quarter. The fre^olders 
of Middlc«ex confirmed their former choice of 
him ai their representative* and had, at a previ- 
ous meeting, agreed to support his electioa at 
tibeir own expense. The return being made to 
the honse of commona, it was reso l ved by a ma- 
jority of 325 to 80, *' that Wilkes, having been oaco 
expelled, was incapaUo of sitting in Che same jpar- 
liament, and that the election was tbeeefore void.* 
But before the sense of tlie oounty was ttkmn again, 
a month was suffered to elapse, in hopes that tha 
popular fermout might be somewhat abated in that 
time. The delay bad a contrary effect. It afforded 
Wilkiia's nartisana an opportunity of spreading the 
flame wider, and setuag the moment of genenl 
freniy to levy contributions for the rdief, as they 
said, of the persecuted assertor of the Bill of Righta, 
At tiie ftnt meeting called together for thia pnrpoaa 
at the Louden tavern, above uvee thousand poonda 
were immediately sobscril»ed, and a committee 
appointed to circulate proposals of the like 



ibrth to ^e deluded people as the victim of your i through tho kingdom, the firflowing claim beng 
resentment, of vour violence and ininstice. This is uraed in Wilkes's favour. " that as ho had suffered 



lentment, of your violence and injustice. This is 
the advantage which he maoiifestly seeks to derive 
fttma you ; and will you be weak enough to give it to 
him, and to fsU into so obvious a snare f What ben- 
efit will you gain, or what will be lose, if this motion 
Ibr his expulsion shall take effect t Whatever talents 
he has to captivate or to inflame the people with- 
out doors he has none to render him formidable 
within these walls.— He has holden forth high, 
founding, and magnificent promises of the signal 
aerrices which be will poxiorm to his country in 
parliament ; and there are many who are ignorant 
and credulous enough to believe uem. Whenever he 
comes here, I will venture to prophesy that Uiey will 
be grievously disappointed. That disappointment 
win be foUowed by disgust and anger at their having 
been so grossly deceived, and will probably tun 
die tide of popular prejudice. But as soon as he 
shall be excluded from this house, they wiU give 
credit to him for more than he has even promised. 
They will be persuaded that every real and imagi- 
nary grievance would have been redressed by lus 
patriotic care and influence." — GrenviUe here took 
occasion to point out some other bad consequences 
of the proposed measure. He said there could bo 
no doubt, in the present temper of the freeholders 
of Middlesex, but that Wilkes would be re-elected 
after his expulsion. The house would probably 
think it necesury to expel him again, and he 
would as certainly be agam elected. What steps 
could the house then take to put an end to a dis- 
graceful contest, in which their justice would be ar- 
raigned, and their audiority and dignity essentially 
compromised t Bv the rules of die house, the vote 
for excluding Wilkes could not be rescinded in the 
same session in which it had paased. No alterna- 
tive would therefore remain, but either to refuse is- 
suing a new writ, and by that means to deprive the 
eonnty of the right of choosing any other represen- 
tative ; or brincing into the house, as the knight of 
the shire tot Middlesex, a man chosen by a few 
voters only, in contradiction to the declared sense 
of a great minority on the ftce of the polL Are 
diese then," continued Orenville, " the proper ex- 
pedients to check and to restrain the sfurit of fac- 
tion and of disorder f— Can we seriously think they 
will have that salutary effect t Surely, It is time to 
look forwards, and to try other measures." — He con- 
chided vrith recommending a co<d and temperate 
conduct, unmixed with passion, or with prcsjudlee ; 
and deprecated the exercise of a discretionary 
power, the extent of which no man knew, and the 
extent of the misoiieft arising from it no man ooold 

WILKES EXPELLED, BUT RE-ELECTED. 

But neither the candour of Grcnville's advice* 
Bor the force of his prophetic warnings could sub- 
due the indignatiim which the house lolt at the un- 
paralleled insolence as well as criminality of 
Wilkes's behaviour. Ihe vote of expulsion was 
carried by a majority of 210 to 130 ; and a new writ 
was issued for the election of a member in the room 
of Wilkes. Ihe train of events predicted by 



urged in Wilkes's favour, " that as ho had suffered 
very greatly in his private fortune, from the severe 
and repeated, prosecutions he had undergone ; it 
seemed reasonable diat those who suffered for the 
public good should be suppprted by the public.* 
This scheme was in the true spirit of Wilkes's old 
maxim, and his expectations of its success were 
not disappointed. When the election came en. 
ajgain at Brentford, Wilkes was chosen for the third 
time with the former unanimity. This election be- 
ing also declared void, and a new writ ordered, col- 
onel Lnttrell, a member of tho house of commona, 
had the courage to vacate his seat by the acceptaooe 
of a nominal place, in order to try his strength ia 
a contest for MidiUesex. Whitaker, a serfeantat 
law, ventured also to enter the lists ; and aa- 
other gentleman had been nominated, but did not 
choose to take the oaths necessary on that occa- 
sion. At the dose of the poll, the numbers were 
for Wilkes 1143, for LuttreU 208, and for Whitak^ 
er only 5; upon which the return was made ia 
favour of Wukea, but was, of course, annulled by 
the house of commons ; and in two days after, a re- 
solution was carried by a m^ority of 221 to 130, to 
amend the return byraaing out the name of Wilkea, 
and inserting that of colrael Luttreil in its place. 
Fourteen days having been allowed for a petitioa. 
against this decision, one was accordin^y present- 
ed, signed by several freeholdors ; which agaha 
brought the matter into warm and serious debate 
on the eighth of Hay, when the former rasohilioA 
was confirmed by a still greater m^ori^. 

If the minds of the people had not been totally 
blinded by the mists of prc||adice and passion, or by 
the illusions of factious artifice, they mast havepei* 
ceived the necessity, as well aa regularity of die 
steps taken by die house of commons after the ex- 
pnliuon of Wukea, however impolitic that meaanre 
might be deemed in the first inatanoe. It waa evi- 



dent, diat die right of expelUnc delinquents and of 
deciding on the validity of dtoodona, which the 
c omm ons derived from the first priac^lca of the 
oonsdtudon, and had always exeiosed, would be a 
nominal or frivolous authority, if it was not sup- 
ported by the farther power of excAnding such per. 
sons, as they had been declared to be ineligible or 
improper. " That the right clauned by the greater 
part of the freeholders of Middlesex waa no other 
dian the rif ht of doing wrongr-the right of send* 
ing inadmissible repreaentadvea to parliament; 
that, if the honse waa obliged by die oonstitatioo te 
receive all persona duly qaalmed« who were re> 
turned by a mnioiity of me eleetma, the latter were 
equally bound not to return disquaUfied persona :" 
It had been asked by the gentlmnen of the opposi- 
tion, with a sort of insulting oonfidanee, under what 
head of legal disabiUty Wilkes's exclusion waa te 
be found ; or how the electors were to know it t 
The reply, howe? er, was easy : die records of par- 
liament would inform them. " How," said the min- 
isterial party, " have the electors learned, that 
judges of tho superior courts cannot be choeen re* 
prcsontatives of the people f How are aUeao, — 
how arc clergymen disqualified f The house ~ 
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prooooDced them hicap«ble, u the sereral quw- 
tkma arope. It it exactly the same with regard to 
WOkea. He incurred the like sentence* Were 
the d&isions of the house, in this or any other in- 
stance, found to be arbitrary or ui^nst, the united 
branches of the legislature, in their supreme and 
ooIIectiTe capacity, might interjraoe, and, bv pass- 
ing a law, regulate such decisions for the future ; 
but nothing less can restrict the Judicial power of 
the commons in aU cases of election." 

PABUAMENT PROROGUED. 

Tmk prorogation of parliament took place the 
day after the final decision on the Middlesex elec- 
tion. In the speech from the throne, the proceed- 
ings of both houses through the whdie coune of the 
session were highly approved, but more especially 
their attention to the great otyects, which, at its 
opening had been recommended to their immediate 
roDsideration : just acknowled^ents were also 
made of their readiness as well m granting the sup- 
pHes for die service of the current year, as in en- 
abling his mijesty to discharge the debt incurred 
on account of the civil govemment : he exhorted 
them with peculiar earnestness to use their utmost 
efforts in their sereral pounties for the maintenance 
of peace and good order at home ; and, with regard 
to the state of aflhirs abroad, he trusted that the 
calamities of war would not extend to any other 

Eart of Europe, however unsuccessful his attempts 
ad proved for preventing the uhfortunate rupture 
between Russia and the rorte. • 

Some very unpleasant advices having been re- 
ceived from the East Indies ; in the first moments 
of alarm, the company's stock fell sixty per cent. 
The immediate cause of so great a shock to theb 
credit was the continuance of an expensire and dis- 
astrous war, which the rapacity and ambition of 
their servants in India had prompted them to en- 
gage in about the middle of the year 1707, and 
which was now said to threaten the ruin of their 
trade, and the loss of their principal settlements. 
The danger was, indeed, greatly exaggerated in 
these representations; but it plainly appeared 
from facts, ttiat the company had been wantonly 
plunged into' a contest with the most Ibrmidable 
enemy they had ever encountered in that part of 
the wodd. This was the famous Hyder Ally, who 
by daring treachery, and one of those amiaaing re* 
▼olutions so frequent in India, had riien from a 
common seapoy to the sovereignty of an ex- 
teuaiTe oountrv on the coast of Malabar. Though 
his ambition increased with his power and suc- 
cess, yet it was always under the restraints of 
the soundest policy; and while he neglected no 
means of securing his empire and improving the 
discipline of his armies, he cautiously avoided giv- 
ing any ofltoce to th^ company, which could pro- 
voke or justify a war. On the contrary, it is assert- 
ed, that their ships were permitted to trade in Us 
porti without molestation, and their servants had 
a free intercourse with his dominions, tUl the very 
moment of the ruptare. H^ was not, however, un- 
prepared for such an event. In addition to Us 
own resources, he had the address to gaid over to 
bis side the nissam of the Decan, a potentate of 
l^h rank in India, and whose territories bordered 
upon those of the company. But notwithstanding 
the nmnber of their united forces, and the extraor- 
dinary effects of the discipline introduced by Hyder, 
they were defeated with great loss by colonel Smith 
near Trincomallee, on the twenty-sixth of Septem- 
ber 1787 ; after which the nixam made a separate 
peace with the English, yielding up to them a con- 
eiderable territory, called the Balagat Camatic 
Hyder, though deserted by his late ally, and though 
in the month of February following he received an- 
other rery severe blow in the loss of his whole navy 
at Mangalore, was for from betrajring any symptoms 
of defection or dismay ; but transferred the war to 
a mountainous part of the country; where iuM ene- 
mies were prevented from doing any thing decisive, 
and where ne could avail himself of aU Uie advan* 
tageo, which the celerity of his own army, com- 
posed chiefly of hcrse, gave him in such circnm- 
atances. At length by a series of rapid movements, 
fa which the company's troops were greatly harass- 
ed, and their supplies often intercepted, he wheeled 
round them, and rushed with desolating fury into 
the Camatic. This manoeuvre had aU the eilect he 
0OOIA wish. They were immediately obliged to 
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evacuate his teriitorles, and to retire In haste to 
the defence of their own and of their allies. Thus 
he recovered, without fighting, some forts and 
strong posts wUch they had taken ; and, instead of 
a fugitive retreating before his enemies, and unable 
to defend his own dominions, he came as a vindic- 
tive and haughty victor to pour destruction into 
theirs. His cavalry, being now let loose into its 
proper sphere, spread far and wide its destructive 
ravages; while Hyder, with his usual sagacity, 
avoided a general engagement, and contented him- 
self with attacking detached parties of the EngUsh 
army, cutting off their convoys, and wearying them 
out by their own frnitless endeavours to bring him 
to action. Other adventurers, allured by the pros- 
pect of plunder, joined him in great numbers: 
some of the Maratta princes were on die point of 
entering into alliuices with him : and nothing Ivss 
than the expulsion of the English seemed to be the 
object of such powerful confederacies. It was at 
this stage of the war, towards -the close of the year 
1768, that the accounts were brought away from 
India, which occasioned so much consternation 
among the company at home. Even those, who 
knew that Hyder Ally's whole force was unable to 
make any impression on the English settlements, 
were justly apprehensive of Us incursions into the 
open provinces, which he laid waste, and thereby 
destoyed the company's principal resources for car- 
rying on the war. Their trade, their revenue might 
be materially injured, though the enemy's success 
was not such as to endanger their security. The 
progress and final iseue of the war exactly corre- 
uponded with these ideas. Hyder's devastations in 
the Camatic were attended with very distressing 
effects. The Nabob of Arcot, a stann<m friend and 
faithful ally of the company, was nearly ruined. 
The income of the establishment at Madrass being 
inadequate to its present exigencies, large remit> 
tances from Bengal became necessary ; and as these 
were unavoidably made in a base kind of gold et^, 
the loss in ttie difference of exchange only was said 
to amount to forty thousand pounds. A stop was 
also put to the usual Investments from Madrass to 
China, no sflver being now stirring in the ooimtry, 
and the manufoctnres at a stand from the fear of 
the enemy. But die most provoking circumstance 
of all was the ever watchral sagacity with wUch 
Hyder balSed every efibrt of the company's forces 
eidier to check his career, or to bring him to close 
action. The first defeat, wUch he had sustained 
from colonel Smith in the year 1767, made him ex- 
tremely cautious : and though he was tempted in Oc- 
tober 17G8, at the head of fourteen thousand horse and 
six battalions of seapoys, to attack a detachment of 
four hundred and sixty Europeans, and two thou- 
sand three huDdred seapoys, commanded by colonel 
Wood, the necessity of retreatiug, after an obsti- 
nato contest of six hours, afforded htm another 
mortifying proof of the superiority of his adversaries, 
which no numbers, discipline, or exertions on bis 

Eart were able to oountoriialance. He therefore adp 
ered to i^ predatory plan, and as he had totally 
laid aside the heavy, unweUdy cannon before used 
by the Indian princes, and taken care to prevent hia 
troops from being encumbered with bag|age, no- 
thing could equal the celerit^r of his motions.. In 
the month of March 1760, having evaded the Eng- 
lish army in the Camatic, he suddenly appeared In 
force at the gates of Madrass. The preeidency now 
thought proper to enter into a negotiation for peace, 
proposing a truce of fifty days for tiiat purpose ; but 
Hyaer would grant a cessation of arms tor seven 
days only, in whiiih time articles of acnommodation 
were signed, [April 3d] and the cpnquests on both 
sides reeiprocaUy restored. Previous to die know- 
ledge of uiis event in England, the proprietors of 
East India stock, alarmed at its continual depres- 
sion, and struck with the necessity of taking strong 
measures for the correction of abuses and misman- 
agement abroad, had determined to send out acorn- 
mittee of supervision to Bengal, with full authority 
to examine into and rectify the concerns of every de- 
partment, and vested with an absolute power of con- 
trol over aUlhe servants of the company in India. 
Mr. Vantittart, Mr. Scrafton, and ooloiiel Ford, were 
nominated supervisors and sailed from England, in 
the Aurora rrigate, the latter end of September; 
but by some unknown and fatal mischanoe. this sUp 
never arrived at the place of her destination. The 
very great embarrassments in wUch the company 
were afterwards involved, and the stops taken by 
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gorernaimt for (hfllr relief and futore regvlatkm 
will be deiciibed in tbe neit ohapter. 

AMERICAN AFFAIRS. 

Tbk eceoonta Iwooght orer from America ia <he 
coune of the year, thoach not m immediately alarm- 
ing as Chose from the East Indies, allbrded bat lit' 
tie prospect of fiiture tranquillity in that qaarter. 
As soon as tbe joint address of both houses of pac^ 
liament on the subject of the disordam at Boston 
was published ia the colonies, the assembly of Vir- 
ginia came to sereral rasolntions, asserting in Tery 
plain terms, the sole right of taxing themselres,the 
pririlege of petitionine the soreretgn for redress of 
grievances, the lawfulness of engaging other pro- 
vinces to concur in such applications to the throne, 
and the ii^astice of having aroused persons sent to 
be tried beyond the seas, which, they said, was 
highly derogatory to the rights of Britim sul]^ects. 
They ordered their speaker to transmit copies of 
these resolutions to the different assemblies tlvougb- 
ont the continent, and to request their concurrence. 
Next day. May the seventeenUi, on being dissolved 
by the governor, lord Bottetourt, who could not 
connive at such proceedings, they voted themselves 
into a convention, -and then signed an act of asso- 
ei^tiea against iB4>oriing not only the taxed com- 
modities, but wines and several oUkor articles. The 
province of Maryland followed the example, in 
respect to the non4mportatioa agreement ; and the 
•North Carolina assembly adopting, by an exprew 
vote, all ttie other resolutions, were dissolved by 
goremor Tryon. Tlie very ftrst step taken by the 
general court of Massachusefs Bay, when called 
together in the summer accovdUbug to their diarter, 
wes to present an address to governor Bernard for 
the removal of the naral and military force stationed 
in the town and harbour of Boston. He told them, 
^ had no such anthoritv ; and as they reAised to 
proceed to business, while surrounded with an aan- 
«d force, he adjourned Uie court to the town of 
Cambridge ; soon after which they passed resolu- 
tions similar to those of Virgfaiia» sm a vote " that 
the sending an armed Ibrce into the colony, under 
the pretence of assisting the civil power, was highly 
dangerous to the people, unprecedented, and nn- 
constitutionaL" Being odled upon by the governor 
to declare, whether mey would or would not make 
provision for the troops agreeably to the injunctions 
of the act of parliament, they answered, that it was 
liioonsisteot with their nonour, their interest, and 
their duty, to provide funds for any such puipose. 
Upon this the governor prorogued them to the tenth 
or January following, in order to nre time for the 
abatement of their violenoe, and ror the operation 
of lord Hillsborough's letter on the intended repeal 
a* some obnoxious taxes. The mottres, by which 
the ministry were influenced in res<4ving upon such 
a measure, have been already e&plained ; and as 
tiiey wished to be enaUed to speak with some confi- 
dence of iti probable effects, before they submitted 
It to the consideration of the legislature^ tfw parlia- 
ment which was to have met in November, was 
fartiier prorogued to January. 

CHANGES IN THE CABINET. 

1770. At the opening of tfie session on Ihe nintii of 
January, the opposition availed themselves of the 
opportunity aaorded bv the usual motion for an ad- 
dress, to introduce thetar fhvonrite subject ; and pro- 
posed an amendment, " to assnre his majesty that 
they would immediately inquire into the causes of 
the discontenti that prevailed in every part of his 
dominions." This produced long debates which were 
carried on with great acrimony, but with no other 
effect than that of discovering a few remarkable 
des erti ons tram Ae ministry in both booses. The 
marquis of Granby, coeunander in chief of the forces, 
voted for the amendment in the commons, and re- 
canted his fomwr opinions in fovour of colonel Lat- 
trell, which, he said, arose f^m his not having duly 
considered the nice distinction between expnUion 
and iacapucitation. The ministry felt the loss of 
lord Camden mudi more severely. He ioined his 
friend the earl of Chatham, who moved the amend- 
ment in the house of lords, where, however, it was 
negatived by a great m^ority. Charles Yorke, at- 
torney general, son of the late lord chancellor Hard- 
wicke, a man of the highest professional ability, ac- 
cepted the great seal st his migesty's request ; and 
a patent was immediately ordered for Us elevation 
to the peerage, by the title of ieid Merden. B«t 



in consequence of his deatti, which suddenly hap 

peaed tfao'ee davs afker, the seal was put faito com' 
mission till the beginning of the next year, when it 
was given to jadgo Bathurst, lord ManBfteId„in dM 
mean time. oAciating as speaker of the lords. A 
vacancy m tte latter cind having been occasioned 
in the commons, attiio very same juncture, by Sir 
John Cast's illness, which soon temunated in his 
death, two candidates were put in nomination, Sir 
Fletcher Norton by lord North, and the right hen- 
oorable Thomas Townshend by lord John Cavec- 
dish. In this trial of parliamentary strength, the 
minister's friend was chosen by a majority of %ST 
to 131. Before the end of die month the duke of 
Grafton resigned, but not in disgust. On the con- 
trary, he declared that he would stiB oentinoe te 
support the measures of administration ; and he kept 
his word. Lord North took his place at the head vf 
the treasurv, without relinquishing his former olBce 
of chancelJor of the excfcequer. These diangee 
were followed by some others. The earl of Bristol 
choosing the tranquil post of first lord of the bed- 
chamber, vacated by the earl of Unntingdon, the 
privy seal was delivered to the earl of HaUfox: 
Mr. Dunning, the solicitor genmral, resigned that 
employment to Mr. Thuriow, a barristet' tiMm ris- 
ing into consequence ; and one of the vacant seats 
at the admiralty board was fiUed by Chariea Fox, 
who had just begun to attract public notice by an 
eariy display of nis astonishing talents. 

EFFORTS OF THE OPPOSITION. 



The failure of the proposed amendment did not 
iscourage the leaders oroppositifm from renewing 
again and again their loud complaint! of nattoniQ 



grievances, and particularly of the invaded freedom 
of election. The various motions on this head, which 
they made in' both houses, however diversified in 
form, were substantially the same ; and as parHn- 
ment had frequentiy considered and rejected such 
motions, it was plain that the giving them a new 
shape must have been with a view of harassing 
ministry, and of not only keeping alive the spirit, 
but aggravating the fury of discontent among tike 
people. In one of th» debates, lord Chatham, after 
afirming tiiat the constitution was violated, ex- 
pressed a wish, if the breach was not repabrcd, 
" that discord m^t prevail for ever." He even 
went so far as to justiiy resistance in exprem terms, 
and said, ** that old as he was, he hoped he should 
see the question brought to issue, and fairiy tried 
between the people and the government." It was 
not lon^ before be was gratified by some advances 
of tiiat kind on tiio part of tiie corporation of London. 

CITY OF LONDON'S REMONSTRANCE TO 

THE lUNG. 

On the fonrteentii of March, Mr. Beckfoid, tiien 
a second time lord mayor, attended by the sheriflh* 
a few of the aldermen, and a great body of the com- 
mon coundl, with a prodigious mob, went to St. 
James's, and there presented to the king what was 
called " the humble addrees, remonstrance, and pe. 
tion of the city of London," though written in a 
strain of the most daring and unpanuleled ineolaDce. 
It stated, that the complaints made in a former pe- 
tition remained unanswered, and that the iiQnnes 
were confirmed : that the only judge removeable 
at the pleasure of the crown had been dismlased 
Arom his high office for defending in parliament the 
laws and the constitution : that under the same se> 
eret and malign influence, which through each suc- 
cessive administration had defeated everv good, 
and suggested every bad intention, the malenty ^ 
the house of commons had deprived the people of 
their dearest rights : that the decision on the Mid- 
dlesex election was a deed more minoos in iti con- 
sequences than the levying of ship-money by Chariea 
the first, or the dispensing power by James the se- 
condw— a deed diat must vitiate aU the fntiftn pro- 
ceedmgs of the pariiament, as the acts of tbe legis* 
latare could no awre be vidid without a legtf honen 
of commons, than without a legal prince on tha 
throne : that representatives of the people were en* 
sential to the making of laws : that die. preeent 
house of commons did not represent the people ; 
and diat its sitting was contlntted tar no other rea- 
son but because it was eorrupdy sabeervlent to die 
designs ofhis miyesty's ministers. The ** humble* pr* 
titioners concluded with reminding his vu^mtv of 
his ooronation-oadi, and with amnring themselvoo 
that ha wnnid dissolve the parliament, and rerauv* 
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fhow evil mintetan Ibr etm tnmhia connciL Hii 
iiH||<Batv rspltod with great tamper and difnity : " I 
•Mil amays be ready to reociva tiia reqaeate, and 
ta Hataii to tbe compIaiBta of my salganta : bat It 
fdvea ma great oanowna to And tiiat any of them 
dundd have been ao far mialed, aa to offer me an 
addrem and romonf trance, the- contenla of which 1 
cannot bat oonaider aa dftnreapectfal to me, ii^ari 
ooa to my parliament, and irreooncUeable to the 
priadplaa of the conratntion. I hava oyct made 
the law af the land Aa rale of my condnct, eateen^ 
tea it my chief alory to rrign orer a free people, 
wldi tUa Tiew I haTO alwaya been carefol, aa well 
to execute faithfully the traat rapoced in me, at ta 
aroid eren tbe appearance of ntiTading any of tboie 
powers which the oonatitation has placed te other 
hamda. It k only by perserering in saoh a con- 
duct, tbat I can either oiacharge my own duty, or 
•eoara to my sidj^tB the free ei^joyment of those 
rights which my family were called to defend: and 
wnUe I act npon these principles, I shall hare a 
right to expect, a^d I am confidant I shall continue 
to reoeive, the steady and affectionate snpport of 
mypeepte." 

A motion was made in the honse of commons, on 
the Mlowlng day, for a copy of the remonstrance, 
aa well as ofhis mi^jesty's answer. This motion was 
earned by a migofity of almost three to one, after 
, a wann debate, in which the lord mayor, alderman 
TreeotUeh. one of the city meadiers, and both the 
aherlA Townikend and Sawbndfpa, InaoltiDgly 
gloried in the part they had taken m that transao- 
non. The papers harmf; been afterwards laid be- 
fore the house, and the jonmals and other records 
examined, fresh debates arose on a motion for an 
address to his majesty, and another for tho concur- 
rence of the lords, to testify the extreme concern 
and Indignation wliich both houses felt at the hua- 
guage of the remonstrance^ so little corresponding 
with the ^atefol and affectionate respect justly due 
to has majesty from all his sulgects, and at the same 
time aspersing and calumniating one of the branches 
of the laa^slatore, and expressly denying the le- 
gality of the present parliament, and the Talidity of 
Its proceedings. The yalue and importance of the 
right oi British subjects to petition were enlarged 
upon with rapture ; but it was aJBicting to see the 
exercise of tbat right so grossly pe r fert e d,by being 
applied to the purpose not of preserring, but of 
orertuming the constitution, and of propagating 
doctrines, which, if generally adopted, must be fatiu 
to the peace of the kingdom, and tended to tl^e 
subrersion of all lawfbl authority. The opposition 
to this address was equally outrageous and impo- 
tent : the loyalty and good sense of a considerable 
majority of both houses preraHed : the king re- 
c^Tod their grateful acknowledgment of his tender 
regard for the rights of his sulgects with great sa- 
tislaction. 

ORENYILLE'S BILL FOR DETERMINING 

DISPUTED ELECTIONS. 

In the midst of this season of heat and disctission, 
which in a greater or less degree was extended to 
erery comer of the kingdom, George' GreuTiUe 
brought in his famous bill for regolatjiBg the pro- 
ceeduigs of the house of commons on controrerted 
elections. He stated with his usual candour the 
abuses which had crept in, and the nature of the 
plan he proposed for their correction. Formerly, 
he obserred, the trials of contested elections had 
been alwaj^sbya select committee, chiefly composed 
of Uie most learned and experienced of the house ; 
and whilst ttiat custom continued, the litigant par- 
ties and the nation at large were generally well 
satisfied witti the decisions. But, by degrees, the 
committees of elections having b^m enlarged, and 
all who came haTing voices, a shameful partiality 
prerafled : so that oy way of remedy, wnile Mr. 
Onslow was speaker, the admirable order, with 
which he conducted himsdf, made such as wished 
for a foir trial of their cause, desire itmight be heard 
bt the bar of tiie house. This method, however, was 
found to be very defective and inconvenient. The 
number of tiie judges, which exceeded that of any 
other judicature in the world, and their being under 
no tie of oaths or honour to prevent any a«*cret bias 
from operating on their minds, left rail scope for 
the Influence of friendship, importunity, and party 
connection. Custom and example gave a sort of 
sanction toiigustice ; and where so many were con- 
cerned, they not only kept one another in ooun- 
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tananoe, but every Ibdivldlial Owncht hla shaM in 
tiM ^eneml guilt or reproach of partiality too in- 
considssabie to giro him the least uneasiness. The 
trying of such questiona at tlie bar was also an in- 
snpenble obstmotifln to all ether pubtto bnaineaa ; 
and espeeiaUy in the first aession of a new parlia' 
meat, they took up so much time, tiiat it was at 
Boost a matter of sufprise how the house oould at. 
tend to any tiling else. -GienriUe's bill for rema* 
dying tiiese evfls waa exactiy founded on the con- 
stitutional idea of trials by jury. He proposed that 
iriken a petition oomplaittuig of an undue election 
was presented, and a day appointed for hearing ita 
merits, against wUoh the partiaa Were to have their 
witnesses tender, the house on that day should be 
counted ; and if one hundred members were not 
fireaent, no otiier bunneas ahould be gone into un- 
til thatnumber aasembled, at which time the names 
of the members in the house were to be nut into six 
urns, from each of which the dark should alternate- 
ly draw a name, to the number of forty-nine : the 
sitting members and petiiieneva might also nomi- 
nate one each. lists of the forty-nine were then 
to be given to the sitting member, the petitioners, 
their counsel, or ugenui, who, with tiie derk, were 
to witiidraw, and to strike off one alternately, be- 
ginning on the part of the petitioners, till the ntun 
ber waa reduced to thirteen. These, with the two 
nominees, were to be sworn a select committee, bn 
powesed to send for parsons, papers, and records ( 
to examine witnesses ; and finally to determine the 
matter in dispute. 

Such were the principal outlines of this excellent 
bpl, which, thongn opposed by some of the minis- 
try, was cvried tnrough botii houses with irresisti- 
ble vigour, and received the royal assent on the 
twelf^ of A^. At first the Mil was made tem- 
porary, tiiat m case the experiment did not suc- 
ceed, Itmight expire of itself. But its good effects, 
when reduced to practice, became so evident, that 
In four years after, an act was passed for rendering 
it perpetual. Some improvements have since been 
made in several of its clauses, but the principle is 
unalterably good ; and it remains a lasting monu- 
ment of the sound sense, integrity, and patriotism 
of its author. Aa his parliamentary exortioas ended 
with his life soon after the passing of this bill, it 
may be properly called his last legacy to tho Bri- 
tbh nation. 

DEBATES RELATIVE TO AMERICA. 

Tbbt fow of the persons who were joined with 
Orenville In opposition to the ministry at that time, 
seemed desirous, like him, of sacrificmg party con- 
siderations to public duty. Their efforts, during the 
whole session, had no other tendency than to create 
confusion, to embarrass government, and ao folly 
to occupy the time and attention of both houses in 
useless and riolent discussions, as to leave very Ut- 
tia opportanity forintrodttdng matters of the great- 
est moment. Kven the aifiurs of the colonies, how- 
ever pressing and important, were unavoidably 
postponed from the same cause, the constant suc- 
cession of debates on the most inflammatory and 
incongruous propositions. It was not till the be- 
ginning of Marcn, when any longer delay would 
have been extremely injurious to the usual spring 
exportations for the American market, that lord 
North BBOved the repeal of the obnoxious port du- 
ties of 1707, exceptinc the duty of three-pence per 
pound on tea, with the contmuanco of which he 
thought the Americans could not be justiy dissatia- 
fied, as when that was laid on, another was teken 
off by a drawback of twenty-five per cent, from the 
English duties allowed to the exporter. But his 
lordship's most plausible argument for retaining 
any part of an act, which he admitted to be incon<- 
sistent with the true spirit of commercial policy, 
was, that a total repeal would be ascribed by the 
coloaiits, not to the goodness, but to the fears of - 

} government ; and would encourage them to make 
reah demands^ — ^to rise In their turbulence, instead 
of returning to their duty. " and that a total repeal 
could not be tiiought of till America was prostrate 
at our feet." Governor Pownall's speech in reply, 
in whidi he endeavoured to demonstrate the wet- 
ficaoy of a partial repeal, and to enforce the ne- 
cessity of extandina It to the whola act, made rach 
impression on the house, that an amendment con- 
formable to this idea was negatived by a majority 
of only sixty-two in a division of three hundred and 
forty-nx memben. About a month after, alderman 
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Trerofblck gave Am oi^«ct of tfi« ftmendnaat a 
new feiiD, by iMovhig for learo to brlnjE in a bill to 
repeal flie American duty on tea. Bnt the quee- 
tion to go into the other orden of the day was car- 
ried by tike miniatry, on tfaia groond, that the no- 
tion exactly aimed at doing in a bill what had be- 
fore been attempted in an amendment ; and tftat 
it was oontradiotory to a wdl-known rule of the 
honae, to bring on again, in the same MMioos,any 
diing whidi hadaheadyieoeired a formal negatire. 

RIOT AT BOSTON. 

* 

But the anti-miniaterialists toon found meant to 
renew with much greater asperity the debates on 
the saMect of America, in cofisequenoe of some ad- 
Tices of a riot whidi had taken pUwce at Boston in 
the beginning of March. It has been already In- 
timated, that the anriyal in that town of some troops, 
towards the latter end of the year 1708, put a stop To 
the disorders which then preTailed Uiere, and es- 
tablished wliat might be called a sullen and treach- 
erous repose, rather than a perfect tranquillity. 
The malecontenti were for some time awed bv nn- 
perior force ; but this force being afterwards dmiio- 
lahed by the departnre of two of the regiments for 
HaUfox., the spirit of turbulence and faction broke 
out upon sereral occasions. It was not, however, 
till the beginning of tfte year 1770, that any serious 
qtuurrel took ^loce between the military and the 
inhabitantB of Boston. 

In a few days alter the report of tiiose transao- 



tioDS reached Rn gland, aldennan 'nrecothlcknMrrvsd 
for copies of all nairatiTes of any disputes or di^ 
tnrbances between die troops stationed in North 
Amoflca and the inhabitants of the colooies, to be 
laid before the house, with copies also of die instrao* 
tiotts Sjent out by administration relatire to such 
distnibanoes. These papers, with a reserve of 
names and other paroculars of material secrecy, 
being obtained, and read on the ninth of May, 
Burke took occasion thence to draw, or rather to 



smear OTer with the blackest colours of Dersonal 
political enmity, a frightful picture or the conduct 
of his m^estVs minirters since the repeal of tiie 
stamp act. He concluded a Tory long and Tiolent 
declamation with proposing several resolutions of 
censure on die late measures of goremment with 
regard to the colonies. Bnt the first of his resoht- 
tions was negatived by a majority of one hundred 
and ninety-seven to seventy-nine; and the rest 
wfere consigned to the like fate, without any divi- 
sion. A debate on the same subject in the house of 
lords had nearly a similar issue, the Question for 
adjournment beiog catried by sixty agamst twenty, 
six. Next day, Bfay nineteenth, the business of the 
supplies and some other matters of immediate exi- 
gency being satisfactorily settled, the parliament 
was prorogued with the usual compliments from 
the throne, and with particular thanks to the com- 
mons for having indieionsly provided for discharg- 
ing a considerable part of the national debt, with- 
out laying any forther burden on his mitfesty'a 
sulgects. 



NOTES TO CHAPTER X. 



The oblect ef the bm was to 
make sixty years possession 
of any estate an effectual 
bar against all dormant 
claims and pretences whatso- 
erer. 

Thecompany were also bonnd 
to lend the overplus of Uieir 



rerenuns to government at 
two per cent. 

For mstence, fifty members 
might think he ought to be 
expelled for the North Bri- 
ton ; fifty more mif^t think 
so for the Essay on Woman ; 
and fifty more for the libel- 



lous strictures on lord Wey- 
mouth's letter ; though each 
of these might acquit him of 
the other accusatiuns ; whilst 
a hundred might entirely ac- 

Siit him ; and yet the Oree 
ties joining together would 
expel him. 
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CHAPTER XI. 



Another Remonstrance from the Citif of London ; wUh the Kin^s Answer, and Bedford's Heplg—yiem 
e/* Withers political Carrer— Dispute with Spain relative to Falkland Islands— Proceedings of the 
Commons against Printers ; and (\>mmitmcnt of the Lord Mapor, and of A Iderman Oliver to the Tower 
—Bill for disfranchising the Members of the Christian Club at New Shoreham — More Remonstrances 
to the jTkronefrom the Vitjf of London — Unsuccessful Attempts to enlarge religious Liberty — Act for 
restraining the future Marriages of the royal FasnUy— Carolina Matildajalls a Victim to the Intrigues 
of the Queen Dowager (^ Denmark— Changes in the British Ministry— Committee of Secrecy— The Km- 
oarrassments of the East India Company — Charges brought against. lA>rd CUve : his Acquittal; and 
Suicide-' Bill for Management of the East India Company's A^'airs^Sutnmary of other Proceedings of 
the Sessions-Expedition against the Caribbs in St. Vincent— Alarming Events in America— Measures 
adopted by Parliament for tiuiintainlng the Authority of Great Britain over the Colonies— Proceedings 
of the general congress at Philadelphia— The Sense of the Nation taken, by dissolving the Parliament 
at this Juncture— Dr^ Franklin's conciliatory plan— Petition of the City of London— State of Affairs 
in America— Battle of LeMngton— Battle of Bunker's Hill— Meeting and proceedings of Congress^ 
General Washington appointed commander in chief— His character— Expedition to Canada— Forts 
taken — Quebec besieged— General Montgomery defeated and klUed, - 



CITY OP LONDON'S SECOND REMON- 
STRANCE, AND LORD MAYOR BECK. 
FORD'S REPLY TO TUB KINO. 

A FTKR baling weadiered ao serere and stormy 
./\ a aeaaon with unremitted ezertiona, it was na 
tnnu for ttie miiiiBtry to expect aome little interral of 
calnnaM and repose. Bat if they amused them- 
•drea with dieee fond hopes, they were very much 
disappoiaced. In foor days after the rising of par- 
liament, the throne was assailed with another re- 
monstrance finom the dty of London, still more re- 
prehensible than the former, converting an humble 
request into an impetious dictate, and urging the 
dfanolntion of parUanient and the rcmoru of his 
n^jestjr's ministers as the only means of reparation 
diat were left for the injured electors of Great Bri- 
tidn. As it also contained some rery disrespectful 
strictures on the king's answer to the late address. 
Us m^estr was again reduced to the painful neces- 
sity of declaring, that he should hare been wanting 
to Oe public, as well as to himself, if he had not 
expressed his dissatisfaction at such an address ; 
and ttiat he should ill deserve to be considered as 
the fother of his people, if be could suffer himself 



ing given for his future good behaviour. The con* 
mittee of *' the supporters of the bill of rights," as 
they called themselves, who had received subscrip- 
tions for bis reUef from difTerrnt parts of the king- 
dom, and even from America (1), compromised all 
hii debts which amounted to very near twenty thou- 
sand pounds, besides supplying him witli a thousand 
pounds for bis maintenance, payina oflThis two fines 
of ftye hundred pounds each, and defraying the exc 
4>enses of his three last elections for Middlesex 
which did not fall much short of two thousand 
pounds. But these were not the only fruits which 
Wilkes reaped from his audacity and impostures, 
as wen as from the prevalence of faction, the in- 
conceivable folly of the multitude, and the iD-timed, 
tiiough highly provoked severity of government. A' 
single glance at his farther progress will be suffi- 
cient to illustrate this remark. The week after his 
release frompriton, he was admitted alderman of 
Parrfaigdon without : he then rose, at very short 
intervus, to the honours of sheriff in 1771, and of 
lord mayor in 1775 : his next care was to secure for 
himself the more lucrative and permanent office of 
^amberlain : in the year 1774, he and his friend 
seijeant Glynn were returned for Middlesex witili- 



to be prevailed iqpon to make any use of his prero- '^uut any opposition : in 1780, he was re-chosen for 



gative, which he thought tnconsutent with the in 
terest, and dangerous to the constitution of the 
kingdom. Beckford, who presented the remon- 
strance, and who might easily foresee the manner 
in vriiich it would bo received, begged leave to an- 
v^en the king. The request, though unprecedent- 
ed, was compbed with, as it could not be imagined 
that the lord mayor would abase such an instance 
of the gradons condesoension of his sovereign. But 
tlM opportunity was too flattering to Beckford's 
democratic pride : he repeated the heads of the 
remonstrance, beginning, as that did, in a strain of 
affeeted humility, and eonehiding with this bold an- 
aortion, '* that whoererhad already dared, or should 
hereafier endeuTOur, by fabe insinuations and sug- 
f<ostlons, to alienate his mi^esty's affections from 
Us loyal snl|)ectB in general, and from the city of 
in particular, was an enemy to his migesty's 
an^TfonilT, a violator of the public peace, 
•Pd a betrayer or our happy constitution, as It was 
established at the i^rious and necessvy revolu- 
tion.'* The dignity of tiie throne was well sustain- 
ed by a total disregard of such presumptuous Ian- 



WILKES DISCHARGED FROM PRISON. 

A LiTTLB before this event, Wilkes was dis- 
charged fnoBk the king's bench prison, the term of 
his confiacncnC having czpirod, and securities be- 



die same county ; and in 1783, upon a total change 
of ministry, he succeeded in a motion for having all 
the declarations, orders, and resolutions of the house 
of commons respecting his former incapacity and 
the decision in favour of colonel Luttrell, expunged 
from tbe journals. The close of his political career 
did not prove quite so flattering to his vanity. 
When he ceased to be a supposed object of perse- 
cution, he quickly sunk, as Grenville had justly 
predicted, into his original insignificance. At the 
general election in 1700, he met with the most 
scornful and humiliating rebuff from that very coun- 
ty, and those very people of whom he had bern so 
long the idol. 

DISPIJTES WITH SPAIN RESPECTING THE 
FALKLAND ISLANDS. 

At this time the attention both of the publi^ and 
of government was called off to the probabihty of 
a rupture with Spain. A frigate from the southern 
ocean which arrived at Plymouth on '.the third of 
June, brought advices of a fonnal warning given 
by the Spaniards to the English to quit a settle- 
ment latcSy made at Falkland islands, though sanc- 
tioned by the double right of discovery and posses- 
sion. These islands which are situated at a small 
distance from the southern extremity of America, 
were* first observed by captain Davies in the y«;ar 



78 



HISTORY OF GREAT BRITAIN. 



150t; kmt did not receive their present name till the 
rt iga of William III. They were afterwards Tiaited 
by some ahipe belonnnr to Bt. Maloea, whence 
they were called the ICafonineo by the French, ra- 
thor from an impnlae of national vanity, than from 
any conviction of the Talidity of ttieir tide. The 
rigonr of the climate, the BteriUty of the soil, and 
the expoaore ot all the islands on that coast to al- 
most perpetnal storms even in Che sommer months, 
were soch discoorasing eircomstances, that aboTe 
a century and a hau elapsed before any European 
nation attempted to make a settlement there. It was 
first remarked by lord Anson, on his retnm from his 
£unoaa Toyace round the globe in 1744, that the 
possession of a port to the southward of the BraaJls 
would be of eignal service to future navigators for 
refitting their ships, and proTiding them with ne-' 
ceasariee, prrfious to their passage through the 
Straits of Magellan, or the doubling Cape Horn ; 
and amonx other places eligible for this purpose, 
he specified Falkland islands. About ten years af- 
ter, on his lordship's advancement to the head of 
tile admiralty, a plan in conformity to his ideas was 
on Ihe point of being carried into execution ; but 
stanong remonstrances against it being made b^ the 
king of Spain under the old pretence of his ex- 
clusive right to all the Magellanic regions, the pro- 
ject, though not expressly given up, was suffered 
to He dormant. It was revived in the year 1764, 
under the auspices of lord Bgmont, who then pre- 
sided at the admiralty board, and by whose advice 
commodore Anson b^g sent out to take possession 
of. those islands, executed the order with the usual 
formalities ; made a setdement ; and erected a small 
fort in the vicinity of a commodious harbour, to 
which ttie name of Port Egmont was given. It 
happened that about the same time a settlement 
had also been made, and a fortress erected by the 
cdebrated French navigator M. de Bimgainville on 
another ot those islands to the eastward of the Eng- 
lish settlement, under the name of St. Lewis. But 
in consequence of the representations of the court 
of Madrid to the court of Versaines, this was yield- 
ed up in 1708 to the Spaniards, who changed itB 
name to that of Port Sofidad. Towards the dose of 
the year 1760. captain Hunt of the Tamer firigate, 
cruising off the islands, feU in with a Spanish 
schooner belonging to Port Solidad, and, agreeably 
to what he conceived to be his duty, charged the 
commander of the schooner to depart firmn that 
coast,- as it was the property of his Britannic mid- 
esty. Tbe schooner obeyed ; but soon returned witti 
an oiUcer on board, bringing with him a letter from 
the oovemor of Buenos Ayros, addreased to cap- 
tain Hunt, in whieh the governor in his turn wam^ 
the captain to depart from a coast belonging to the 
king of Spain ; but on the supposition that captain 
Hunt's touching at these islands was merely acci- 
dental, the governor expressed his earnest desire 
to show him all possible civilities. Captafai Hunt 
in reply again asserted his sovereign's right wi^ 
some warmth, and threatened to fire uto the Spaf 
Ssh schooner, upon her attempting to enter tiie nar- 
bour. This produced a long altercation by letten 
between the captain and governor, daring which 
two Spanish frigates, with troqps on board for their 
settlement, arrived at Port Egmont, under pretence 
-of wanting water. Hie commander in chief wrote 
to captain Hunt, expressing great suiprise at see- 
ing the usual appcKBrances of an Englisn settlement 
there, charging nim with a violation of the last 
peace, and protesting against the act m all its parts, 
at the same time declaring that he would abstain 
from any other prbceedins, till he had acquainted 
his catholic nudesty witii this disagreeable transac- 
tion. Captain Hunt repeated his former argnmenti 
on the question of rignt ; but as soon as the Span^ 
iah frigates, after receiving a supply of water, pro- 
ceeded en their course, he set sau for EnglandL in 
order to Inform government of what had talen 
plaee, not tidnking it advisable to run any farther 
risk on his own authority. -Two small sloops, ihe 
Favorite, captain Maltbr, and the Swift, captain 
Farmer, formed the whole force that remained up- 
on the station. 

When Captain Hunfs advices were laid before 
the public, they excited no small alarm ; for though 
the Spaniards had not made use of any hostile me- 
naces in direct terms, yet their warning him to quit 
that coast was generally considered as preparatory 
to a formal declaration of war. This opinion was 
farther ftrnigthcned by a variety of other citcum- 



stanoes. Spain had been for some time T«ry attea> 
tive to put her West India possessions in me best 

Csture of defence, and a foraddable armament was 
own to be fitting out at tiie Havannah. Yigoroos 
pi'eparations were making in the French and Span- 
ish ports at home ; and though these might have 
been nkore immediately occasioned by the jealousy 
arising from the progress of the Russians in the 
Levant, they did not appear to indicate a very 
friendly dispositfon towards Great Britain. A fire 
also which broke out at this juncture in Portsmouth 
dock-yard, and which in its consequences might 
have greatly obstructed any sudden maritime ef- 
forts, was looked upon as part of a settled plan for 
the ruin of the British navy. Many persons fan- 
cied tbey could trace in it Ibe deep-laid design of 
an ins&dMOS and inveterate enemy, whose ambition 
had ever been boundless, and bad in general been 
but little restrained either bv the laws of honour or 
of nations, when Uiey interfered with the gratifica- 
tion of it. In the midst of these fears and suspi- 
cions, the British government acted with great dis- 
cretion, neither neglecting the proper means of as- 
serting its light, nor precipitately plunging the 
nation into any vast or unnecessary expenses. It 
was resolved in the cabinet that firm, yet temperate 
representations on the sulgect should be made to 
the court of Madrid ; and orders were in the mean 
time issued for the manning and equipment of six- 
teen sail of the line. 

While' things were gi^g on In this train, the 
Favorite, one of the sloops which had been left at 
Port E|^nt, arrived off the Mother-bank near 
Portsmouth, on ti&e twenty-second of September, 
and brought intelligenoe, that soon after captain 
Hnnfs departure, five Spanish frigates and somo 
smaller vessels, with aU the apparatus necessary 
for a regular siege, appeared before Port BgOMmt. 
Captain Farmer, the oommandant, made some pre- 
parations at first to defend the place, but finding it 
utterly untenable, submitted, after a few shots wer« 
Ihred, to a capitulation, by which he and the garri- 
son were allowed to evacuate the settlement, and 
to carry with them what stores they could, the gor- 
emor of Solidad being made answeraile for the 
remainder. The Spanish commodore, not choosing 
however that very early intelligence of this ontng« 
should be conves^ to England, eiyoined the two 
captains Farmer and Maltby not to sail without his 
permission ; and in order to ensure eomplianoe, 
caused the rudder of the Favorite to be taken oflT 
and kept on shore for twenty days, when it was 
restored, and the sloop permitted to depart. 

I( is astonishing with what indignation the wlMle 
kinirdom seemed to be inflamed at this insult on ihe 
British flag. The speech from the throne at tlift 
meeting of parUameat, on the thirteenth of Novem- , 
ber. Informed fhe nation, that satisfaction for the 
Iqjnry had been demanded from the court of Spain ; 
that, m case of refusal, necessary preparations wer^ 
making to enforce the demana; and that they 
would not be discontinued till proper reparation 
was obtained, as well as unequivoml proof that 
other powers were equally sincere with his majesia 
in the resolution to preserve the general tranquflU- 
tv of Europe. «The addresses or both houses on 
mis occasion, in spite of all the efforts of foction 
and malevolence, contained die moat hearty ap- 
probation of the steps which had been taken by hk 
m^esty, with assurances of effectual su^Mrtin tlie 
progress of such unimportant aflhir. Supplies for 
the augmentation of the army and navy were dieer- 
fuUy voted ; and the increase of the land tax firom 
three to four shillings in the pound met with no 
great opposition. 

1771. Though the language of the Spanish minis- 
try, on the ver^^ first remonstrance, was eende- 
scending and paofic, yet unexpected oiMtadc 
in the course of the negotiation, which 
their sincerity somewhat questionable. As the 
doubts of the English t^binet on this head had 
greatly increased before Christmas, it was deemed 
advisable to adjourn parliament titu the latter end 
of January, to allow time for determining the grand 

auestion of peace or war, and that the miidater might 
lien be enabled to announoe decisiTely on tlie al- 
ternative. Lord Weymouth having resigned tli« 
office of secretary of state for the southern depart- 
ment, the correspondence with Spain was now car> 
ried on by his successor, the eari of HochfanL whose 
place in the northern department was filled oy lord 
Sandwioh. But the latter being soon after remov«d 
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to tke head of the admiralty, ia the raom of Sir 
.JBdward Uawke, the aeereturyBbip for die north 
vai ODOfonred on lord HaUfinc, who gave np tho 
IwiiTMal to the earl uf Suffolk. Hie great seal 
va» taken oat of ooaunifBk>n» and giTen to jndge 
Bathont ; and de Grey was appointed chief juadce 
of the oommon pleas. Some other changes took 

Sace ahoat the saaae time ; and seToral oithe late 
1. GronvOle's friends were introdnced into office ; 
by which the ministry gained no 
eesaioa of talents, as well as of nomhen. 

Bat lord North was enabled to ' 
with still more oenfidcnee. having aeoompUshed the 
etjtew t fMT whkdi ne recess had been pra- 
te a greater length than nseal. The very 
4mj the cranmone met alter their a^jonmment, (Ja> 
auajy 9S,) he iaformed them, that me Spanish am- 
bassador had tiiat morning signed a declaration, 
with whioh his majesty was satisfied, and which 
•bonld be laid before the boose. The Uke informa- 
tion was coBunanieated to the lords by the earl of 
Bochfiovd. After the papers relatiTe to this affldr 
had been submitted to tlie inspection of both hoases, 
warm debates arose on the terms of the Spanish 
declaration, which die membem of ttie opposition 
asserted to be inadeqnate and insccare, becanse 
thongh it contained an explicit disaTOwal of the 
'fhilence used at Port Egmont, and an oigagement 
to restore every thing there precisely to the state in 
which it was before the tentti of Jnne 1770, it still 
left room for fatare disputes, by adding " that his 
Catholic maiesty did not consider this restitodon as 
any wise anectuig the question concerning die prior 
ri^Mof sorereignty of the islands." ■ But addremes 
itt thanks and approbation were ooncorrad in by a 
maiority of almost three to one in the lords, and of 
nearly two to one in the oommoos. Thcry affirmed 
that me atonement made for duB aggression was u 
ample as could justly be required ; and that aunis- 
tiara would haTO been in this hightet degree repre- 
hensible, had they iuTolTod the nation in a war for 
the sake of so lustgnifinant an otgect as the reserred 
pretensions ot Spain to one or two barren spots un- 
der a stormy sky in a distant quarter of die globe. 
The possibility of asimilar diqputo was precluded by 
the total evacuation of that settlement about three 
years after. 

The other proceedings of parliament dnrfng dds 
session, wUeh ended tbiseigndi of May, allbrd Tory 
few subjects of interesting detaiL The debates did 
not lead to any one important measure. Bndear- 
ouM were used to bring die courts of law into eon- 
tempt, and to spread abroad a dangerous opinion 
that the coBsdtunonal essence of triads was destroy- 
ed by die cormprion or servility of the judges, and 
that the right of juries in pardcular to exaiune into 
the innocence or crimtuality of pretended libels had 
been restrained by illegal dictotes from the bench. 
PnUie euiiosity wss greedy excited by an alterca- 
tion oa this suqiect between lord Camden and lord 
Mansfield in dm house of peers ; but after the 
boldest challenge given on one side, and as reso- 
lutely defied on die other, both parties seemed dis> 
poeed to bury the matter in eternal silence. 

CONTEST BETWEEN SOME PEINTER8 AND 
THE HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

FoaHAL ccmjdaiats having been made in the 
house of commons against two printen of puldic 

Kpers, Wbeble and Thompson, for breach of privi- 
je by misre p re se nting- the debates; they were 
summoned to appear at the bar of the house to an- 
swer the charge. As the printers took no notice of 
this summons, a second order was imuod and de- 
clared to be finaL No more regard being psld to 
die second order dian to the nrst, a motion was 
made and agreed to, that they shovdd be token into 
the custody of the seijeant at arms. But the par^ 
ties having al)soonded, a proclamation appeared 
afiTering a reward of fifty pounds for apprenending 
dMon. In the mean time, six other prmters were 
for similar offences summoned to the Uu of the 
house, five of whom, obeying the summons, were 
veprlmandrd and discharged; and the remaining 
deiinaiient, Millar, was ordered to be taken into 
cnstedy for contempt of the notice given him. 
'Whefaie being appreliended in consequence of the 
~ latkm, and carried before Wilkes the sitting 
m> at. Guildhall, was discharged, and bound 
erer to pvosecnte the penon who apprehended 
him. ThnBJjinn also waa appreheodcd* and die- 
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charged in die same manner by alderman Oliver. 
Miwur, being taken into custody by the messenger 
of the house of commons at his own dwelling^ was 
carried before the lord mayor (Bram Crosby) ami 
the aldermen Wilkes and QUTer at the Mansion- 
house. The deputy seneaat at arms attanding to 
demand the priacner, the legality of the warrant 
was denied, and the printer not only discharged, 
but the nirssnngnr of dm house, on pretence of a 
folse anrert, o r d e i e d to be committed to prison, in 
defoult of liail, which was at first refosed, but at 
length reluctandy given. The dianks of the oor- 
porataon of London were voted to the three magis- 
trates ; but two <rf them, the lord mayor and al&r- 
man OIiTer, being members of the house of com* 
mens, incurred its sererest censure for such a dar- 
ing opposition to its authority. ETory part of their 
proceedings was voted to be a breach of privilege : 
the lord mayor's clerk, having attended with the 
minute-book, was obliged to erase the rcoognlaance 
of Whittam the messenger; and, after several 
hearings on the subject, the two naagistrates, in- 
stead of conceaeiim or apology, resolutely persist- 
ing in the justice of their coodnot, they were com- 
mitted pruonen to the Tower. Wilkes had also 
been ordered to appear at the bar of the house ; 
but in a letter which he adteessed to the speaker, 
he said he oould attend only in has place m member 
for Middlesex. The hense, unwillin| to give him 
firesh consequence by a renewal of former severi- 
ties, ordered another summons for dm eighth of 
April, and at the same time appoimted die nmth as 



the first day of meeting after the Bmter recem. 
The lord mayor and Oliver remained in the Tower 
tin dm rising of parliament, when their liberation 
WW celebrated by die tumulmous r^^dsn^ of the 
populace. 

Among dm bills that receired the royal assent on 
die last day of the session, diere were two whi^ 
pertieulariy engaged the attention of the pubUq. 
One was a bUl for disfranchising several electors of 
New Shoreham in Sussex, and for extending the 
right of voting to the contiguous hundreds. It ap* 
peered in eridenoe before the select oonmiittee, 
appointed under the Grenville act to try the merits 
of die late election for this borough, that a great 
number of the freemen had formed themselves in- 
to a society under the name pf ' the Christian 
dob.' This Christian dub, notwithstanding ito 
pious appellation, was no better than a mart of 
venali^r- A junto was appointsd to dispose of the 
borough to the highest bidder. These agents of 
corruption did not TOte themselves, but gave the 
aeeessary orders to the rest of die society ; and af. 
ter die election was decided, the profite were shar- 
ed equally amongst the whole. 11m spiritual and 
constitutional tendency of the bill for incapadmt. 
ing all the members of such an infofoouf €mh were 
highly and deservedly applaaded. 

CITY OF LONDON'S THIBD AND FOUBTH 
REMONSTRANCES TO THE KING. 



At timt period' the freeinei^ of London seemed to 
have suspended all exercise of their own will, as 
weB as of their own reason ; and vvhfle they flatter- 
ed themselves with the idea of setting an ezanqpin 
of public vphrit to the whole kingdom, they were in 
foct the aigect, senselem tools of a few foctious 
demagogues. After Mr. BedLford's death, Crosby, 
Sawbride, Townsend, WHkes, and Ottrer sucoeed- 
ed to the ostensible direction of all the city pro* 
oeedings. In the first month of Crosby's mayoral- 

2, another remonstrance in the usual strain, and 
e third of the kind ddttvered the same ycar^ was 
agreed to, chiefly through alderman Sawbridge's 
penuarions. It was litde more than therenewiu of 
the former complainto and the fonner requests, 
accompanied with a rery hnmUe hint, " thiat the 
good effects of bis majesty's inuato goodnem had 
been intercepted by a fatal conspiracy of malevo- 
lent influence round the tlirone." His majesty, 
however, told the remonstrants, '* that he oould not 
comply with the prayer of their petition, as he had 
no reason to alter die opinion expremed in his 
answer to tiieir last addresses on the subject.* 
The beginning of Crosby's mayoralty was distin- 
guished by another strong proof of disaffection- to 
government. Thcmi^ dm maiming of the navy, on 
the eve of an expected rupture with Spain, was 
the fint and most important concern of the state, 
he refused to hack dm presawarrants imaed for 
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th«t parpoM ; and sought to screen himself from 
the indignatioa of all real fkiends to their country, 
by alleguig that the ready concarreuce of his of- 
ficial predecessors in the like measares did not re- 
moTe his doubts of the legality of the practice, and 
that the city-bounty for the encouragement of sea^ 
men was intended to prevent such violences. Al- 
derman Wilkes had just before discharged an im- 
pressed man ; and this at a time when " the rotten 
condition of the navy, the defenceless state of the 
British dominions, and the inevitable necessity of 
going to war/' under all these disadvantages, were 
Uie constant themes of seditious dedaimers. The 
aflkir of the printers afforded the lord mayor a 
fresh opportunity of holding himself out as the 
champion of the dty charters. During the debates 
in parliament on his and Oliver's conduct, all the 
avenues to the house were frequently crowded 
with turbulent mobs, and the lives of several of 
the ministry were endangered. After the commi^ 
ment of the two delinquents to the Tower, 
Writs of habeas corpus were obtained for them, 
merely to flatter their vanity by triumphal or rather 
riotous processions to and from Westminster Hall, 
— not with any hope of (heir being discharged by 
the judges^ as ii was well known that no court of 
law eoiud mterfere with the constitutional authority 
of the house of commons over its own members. 
Their release from the Tower, at the close of the 
session, was celebrated, as before observed, by acts 
of outrage; and at the Midsummer election of 
sheriffs, the duciile citiMms were easily induced to 
^give their assent to a fourth remonstrance, recapi- 
tulating the old grievances ; charging the house 
of commons with some new acts of " enormous 
wickedness and injustice," particularly the im- 
prisonment of the two city magistrates, the erasure 
of Whittam's recognisance, and the embankment at 
Durham Yard ; and praying for the speedy dissolu- 
tion of Parliament, and for the removal of his 
nugesty's ** wicked and despotic ministers." The 
framers of this re«nonstrance wished to provoke, if 
possihie, some singular asperity of reply from the 
throne ; and it was intended that all the livery 
should fpo along with the lord mayor to deliver it. 
But neither of these schemes succeeded. On the 
ninth of July, the dav before his lordship was to 
proceed at the head of the livery to St. James's, he 
received notice Aram the lord chamberlain, that it 
being unprecedented as well as impracticable to 
introduce so numerous a body, no person beyond 
Che number allowed by law could be admitted ; 
and when his lerdship, with the usual attendants, 
presented the remonstrance neat day, they were 
totally disconcerted by the cool and dignified firm- 
ness of his m^fetty's answer. " I shall ever be 
ready," said ho, *' to exert my prerogative, as far 
as I can constitutionally, in redressing any real 
grievances of my sukjects ; and the city of London 
will always find me disposed to listen to any of 
their weU-founded complaints ; it is therefore wi^ 
concern that I see a part of my subjects still so far 
misled and deluded, as to renew, in such repre- 
hensible terms, a request, with which, 1 have re- 
peatedly declared, 1 cannot complv." 

All ukose desperate efforts of designing men 
served only to increase the harmony and to ce- 
ment the union of the men^rs of administration. 
No change took place in any of the public depart- 
ments except those that proceeded from the death 
of the earl of Halifax, and of lord Strange, both of 
which happened nearly at the same time, and not 
long after the rising of parliament. In conse- 

Suence of the former of these events, the earl of 
uffolk was appointed secretary of state for the 
northern department, in the room of the earl of 
H&Iifax; ana > the duke of Grafton, returning into 
office, accented of the privy seal. Lord Hyde suc- 
ceeded lord Strange as chancellor of the duchy of 
Lancaster. Every thing seemed now to promise 
ministry both trnnquillity and permanence. The 
•tonn of faction had in a great measure spent its 
rage ; and though some petty attempts were made 
by Wilkes and bis associates to blow up once more 
the spirit of discontent, it soon subsided in a pro- 
found calm. A fiivourable harvest; the flourishing 
«tate of arts and cimmerce ; an exemption from 
the calamities of war, pestilence and famine, which 
then laid waste many other parts of Europe ; in 
short, the union of plenty, peace, security, and 
true liberty could not but reconcile the people of 
Jtegland to a government under which tfaay enjoy- 



ed so many blesaiags. The only allay of flria ; 
al happiness was towards tiie end of the yaar, i^ 
consequence of very heavy rains whkih fell la 
November, and which occasioned, particularly te 
the northern oonnties, a more terrible inundatkn 
than .had been experienced there within the measo* 
ry of man. A detail of its rdvages would serve 
only to excite the most painfnl emotions. It in 
enouffh to say that Northumberland, Cumberiand, 
and Westmoreland exhibited (or a few days no- 
thing but scenes of distress and horror. — The nanal 
characteristic humanity of the British nation 'was 
exerted in affording relief to the sufferers. 

177'2. As there was no urgent business which re- 
quired an early attendance, the prorogation of par- 
uament was extended to the twenty-first of Jann-- 
ary, when they were informed, in a speech front 
the throne, that the king of Spain's perlennance of 
his engagement in restoring Port Egmont and 
Falkland island, and the assurances reeeived at 
the pacific disposition of that court, as well as of 
other powers, afforded such a prospect of the oon* 
tiniiance of a peace, that both houses would be " at 
liberty to ^ve their whole attention to the rr*TiHiifc 
ment of wise and useful regulations of law, and to 
the extension of our commercial advantages." Th# 
propriety of maintaining a respectable establiah* 
ment of naval forces was at the same time snggf r 
ed ; but great pleasure was expressed at finding, 
that there would be no necessity to ask any extra- 
ordinary aid for that purpose. Though the ad- 
dresses in both bouses were carried uoanimoufliy ; 
yet, when a motion was made in the commons, 
that twenty five thousand seamen should be voted 
for the service of the current year, it was oppoeed 
under the pretence of inconsistency on tiie part of 
the ministers, who accompanied a speech, which 
breathed nothing but effusions of peace, with nil 
the actual preparations for a war. But after • 
short debate, the house agreed to the motion with- 
out a division. 

Parliament was not inattentive to the other ob- 
jects which the king had pointed out in general 
tenns.' They also entered upon the consideration 
of the East India affairs ; and aa^ these were of the 
utmost intricacy and magnitude, it was deemed ad- 
viseable to appoint a select commi^ee of thirty-ono 
members, chosen by baCot, to inquire into, and 
make a faithfiJ report of the late alarming vai^ 
management and actual state of the company'a 
concerns, — ^to present to parliament a comptefaea« 
sive view of the existence and extent of the evilB, 
and thereby to enable them in their dehberate wis- 
dom to apply an effectual remedy. The aittiBge 
of the committee were continued during the sua* 
mer. 

PETITION AGAINST THE 39 ARTICLES. 

SoMK attempts were made in the course uf the 
session to enhurge the sphere of religious liberty ; 
but upon such vague and contradictory prindnlea 
as defeated the possibility of their success. The 
first was a petition from certain clergymen ot the 
established church, and certain members of the 
professions of civil law and physic, who prayed to be 
relieved from subscription to the thirty-nine ar- 
ticles. The former laid bold claims to the inherent 
right, which, they said, they held from God alone, 
to mako a full and free use of their private judg- 
ment in the interpretation of the scriptures ; and 
they farther asserted, that the necessity imposed 
on tliom of acknowledging particular confessions of 
faith and doctrine, drawn up by fallible men, was 
an infringement of that right, and a deviation from 
the Lberal and original principles of tbe church of 
England : the latter stated, with more modesty, tbo 
hardship of being obliged, for the purpose or ob- 
taining degrees in their respective facnilties, to de- 
clare their solemn assent to theological tenets, 
which the course of their studies had not led them 
to examine, and upon which their private opinions 
could be of no consequence to society. The petitiott 
was rejected by a migority of S17 against 71 ; and 
for the plainest reasons. The clergy could not 
comphdu, as not being obliged to accept of bene> 
fices contrary to their conscience ; and if scruples 
arose afterwards, they had it always in their powor 
to relinquish their preferments. Evenr man was 
at liberty to interpret the scripture for hv owa 
private use ; but his being authorised to do so fiir 
others was a matter of a very different nature. 
All govenunenta had a right to establish such a 
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w^tem oC pabHc uMtroetlo:^ m siiottUI appvorq it- 
mf iMWt ooadttcive to th« general good ; and it was 
■aoenary tkat thow, who were to becomo toachcn 
«# the people, should be snl^ected to some tost of 
their eoaformity and unjon. The danger of inno- 
▼atione was also soggarted, and that, as dril dis- 
patos bad latoly mn high, it would be very impoli- 
tic to giro any opportonity of increasing them by 
lighting up the names of religious controreny. It 
seemed, however, to be the general wish, that the 
uniTendties woold. grant relief to the professors of 
law and physic in the uattors they complained of; 
ttiongh naruament did not think proper to inter< 
fere. Sereral faTourable sentiments were also 
thrown oat in tbe debate with regard to the dia- 
aenting ministers, .^nd some eoncem was expressed 
Ibr the hardships they suiTered, in being obliged, 
«nder serera penaltiea, to subscribe the articles of 
a church to which they did not belong, and from 
which they sought neither promotion nor emoli^ 
meat. So invitmg an op|N>rtiinity was not neglect- 
ed by the Ariends uf the dissenters. Leave having 
been obtained to bring in a bill for their relief, it 
was carried through the house of commons without 
a division, the number of those who si>oke against 
it, by no means corresponding with their seal. But 
it was thrown out, on the second reading in the 
house of lords, by a minority of almost four to one, 
who ceoaidered the thirty nuoe articles as the grand 
palladinm on which die civil as well as ecclesiasti- 
cal government of the kingdom depended. 

ROYAL MARRUOE ACT. 

AnoNO the acto passed this session there was one 
which made a great deal of noise, from the drcum. 
stances that gave rise to it, and fhim its being 
strenuously opposed in every stage of its pr o g re ss 
through both nooses. This was the act Ibr regulat- 
ing the future marriages of the royal Ihmily. It 
had ito origin in the marriage contracted but a few 
asenths bdbre by the duke of Cumberland with 
Mrs. Uorton, .relict of Colonel Horton and daugh- 
ter of lord Irnham. A private, though long sus- 
pected marriage of the duke off Gloucester to the 
countess dowager of Waldegrave, might also hare 
operated on the king's mind, to recommend, by a 
particular message, ttie consideration of this wabjwt 
to parliament. The dishonoar reflected on the 
crown by unsuitable allianoes, and former experi- 
ence of tbe great evils arising from them^ rendered 
the propriety of some restr^mts very evident ; but 
it was allegeid that they were carried too far in the 
new act, by being extended to all Uie descendants 
of George II. who aiight in time comprehend a 
▼ery numerous description of people. According 
to the provisions of this act, the marriages contract- 
ed by the royal family, from the time of its having 
passed, are declared null and void, unless the pre- 
vious approbation of his majesty be obtained ; out 
in case the parties shall have attained the age of 
twenty-Ave years, and give notice to the privy 
oouncu of their faitantion of marriage, such mar- 
riage shall be hdd good in law, unless the parlia- 
Bsent shall wittiin the space of twelve montns de- 
clare its disapprpbation of the samf . 

D^TM OF THE KING'S MOTHER AND 
SISTER. 

"WiiATsvBB uneasiness the king felt at tiie disre- 
spectful behaviour of beth his brothers in marrjring 
without his consent, some other events of a family 
nature soon after took place, which were to him a 
source of much keener concern and reflection. His 
aariaUe mother, die princess dowager of Wales, died 
on the eighth of February ; and his sister, the ^een 
of Denmark, had a few days before fallen a vietnn to 
die intrigues and boundless ambition of her hus- 
band's mother-in-law. "Hiis artftil woman, eageriy 
bent on securing, if possible, the succession for her 
own son, the Una's half-brother, left no means un- 
tried to alienate tbe affections of the royal pair from 
each other. But these attempts not answering, her 
nurpose, she entered into more desperate schemes, 
m concert with some discarded placemen ; and at 
length, by the combined efforts of fraud and force, 
abe brought about a revolution at the court of Co- 
penhagen on the sixteenth of January. Under the 
aanction of a warrant, oompnlsorfly obtained frdm 
*he king, counts Struensee and Brandt, bis chief 
Bslnisters, were thrown into a dungeon ; and tlie 
yooag qomtn was comBitieddooe prisoner to the 



tie of Gronenburgh. They were charged with a con. 
spiracy to force the king to sign an act of renuacia* 
tioo, and to establish a regency, by which the gov* 
emment was to be lodged in the hands of the young 
queen and the two favourites. The latter sniibred 
on a scaffold about three months after: but the 
queen was allowed, through the powerful interim 
sidon of England, to retire from the Danish donun- 
ions. She and liier attendants were conveyed to 
Germany b; a small squadron of frigates under the 
command of curtain H'Brido; and she took up 
her residence at Zell in the electorate of Hanover, 
where she died of a malignant fever on the tenth 
of May 1775, not having then complet. d the tweo- 
ty-fourth year of her age. Her enemies, thou^jh so 
fax succoMfal, did not accomplish tbeir intimate ob- 
ject. They bad praoagated scandalous reports of 
her amours with struensee ; ^-et were afraid to 

?uostion tbe legitimacy of her usue. In the year 
764, they were all dismissed from office ; and a 
now council was formed ond^^r the auspices of the 
prince royal, who was now grown up to assert his 
own rights, and to vindicate his iignred mother's 
honour. 

While die poetical system of Europe seemed to 
be convulsed by the dismemberment of Poland, no 
changes took place in the British adnunistradon 
which could either affect its internal strength, or 
outward conduct. Locd Hillsborough, indeed, re- 
signed his office of secretary of steto for the Amerw 
can department in August, together with his seat 
at die lieud of the board of trade, both of which 
were bestr.wod on the eari of Dartmouth. The re- 
signadon was not, however, the effect of any differ- 
ence with the court, tbe former nobleman having 
quitted his places in great good humour, and being 
immediately iJter promoted to an English earldom. 
Lord Stormont, the earl of Mansfield's nephew, was 
appointed ambassador extraordinary at the court 
(» Versailles, in the room of the earl of Harconrt, 
who succeeded lord Townshend in the government 
of Ireland ; and the services of tbe latter were re- 
warded with the master-generaUbip of the ordnance. 
The death of the earl of Albemarle afforded an op- 
portunity for promodng general Conway to the 
} government of the island of Jersey ; and Sir Jef- 
ery Amherst, who succeeded him a^t lieutenant^ 
general of the ordnance, was soon afterwards called 
to the privy couucO. A few promotions were also 
occaahmed by the death of tne earl of Litchfield. 
Lord North was soon elected chancellor of the 
university of Oxford ; Mr. Jenkenson succeeded to 
the joint vice-treasurersliip of Ireland, and thereby 
made a vacancy at the treasury board in England 
for Fox. It is almost unnecessary to add, that no 
nait of this arrangement indicated the least preva- 
Isaoe of disnaionor intrigue in die cabinet. 

EAST INDIA COMPANY'S AFFAIRS. 

1773. Both houses of parliament, which had 
been prorogued the tenth of June, met again on 
the twenty-sixth of November, to resume, at the 
king's very earnest desire, die consideradon of the 
East India company's airairs. by the revival, or 
rather continuanoe of the select committee; the 
appointment of another committee of thirteen 
members, under the name of the committee of se- 
erecf , for the purpose of more accurately invesd- 
aadng the various sources of the company's mis- 
fortunes, without any unnecessary exposure of 
them to the world ; and an act to restrain the com- 
pany for a linuted dme from sending out supervi- 
sors, a measure which then appeared to be equaOy 
expensive and useless. Hie oigects of inquiry were 
so various and of so great an extent, that a complete 
body of information could not be laid before the 
house tin the month of April, But the exigencies 
of the company requiring immediate relief, and a 
petition for that purpose heing presented to parlia 
meat in the beginning of Marca, lord North broogh 
forward several resolutions in the courseT of tlie 
month, which were sucoessively agreed to. A loan 
of one million four hundred tnotuand poimds was 
voted to the company, to save them from a situation 
litde short of absduto baukruptey ; and, in order 
to prevent die like disasters frnm befalling them In 
future, certain terms were annexed to the loan, on 
4his plain principle, that c^ery credUor, who parte 
with his monc^ to any applicant, has an undoubted 
right te iudst upon particular conditions, previous 
to his acq ui es cenc e in the request. According te 
these ideas, it was resolved, that the company's 
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diridend riaoold be rectricted to rix p«r cent, itntit 
Ae repBymeiit of the lom Bd?anced, and that the 
company be -anowod to dlTide no more than teven 
per cent, until the redaction of their bond debt to 
a million and a half. A few da^aiter, it waa mored 
tnd carried by the minister, that it was theopinioii 
of the honse, it would be more heneflcial to (he peb* 
Uc anA to the Bast India company to let the terrtto* 
rial acquisitions, remain in the possession of- the 
company for a limited time, not to exceed tiie term 
of SIX years, their charter ezpiridg about that pe* 
riod ;— that no participation of the proAti should 
take place between the public and the oompany be* 
fore the above stipulated repayment of me loan, 
and reduction of oie bond debt;— 4iat after these 
points were setded, three fourtiis of the nett sur- 
plus profits of the company abore the sum of eight 
per cent, upon their capital stock, should be paid 
into the exchequer for tfie us^ of the pnbttc, tiie 
other fourth bemg set apart oitiier for forAer re- 
ducing the company's bond debt, or by way of pro- 
Yision for fntore contingencies ;— and tha^ as thp 
company had In tiieir warehouse -a stock of teas, 
amountmg to about serenteen nullions of pounds, 
^rhlch it would be greatly to their edTantage to oon- 
yert into money, tiiey should be allowed to export 
any quantities of it duty free, like company remon* 
■Crated against the hardship of some of theee stipu- 
latiuns. particularly the limitation of their diridend 
after ttie discharge of the loan, the fntore disposal 
of their nett profits, and, abore all, the implied de- 
cision against their right to territorial acquisitions. 
But their remonstrances had no weight with nar- 
liament : the loan bUl passed witboiit the smallest 
change in any one article ; and such was the indig- 
nation of the public at tlie enormous oppressions 
committed under the name, if not by the express 
authority of the company, dmt Uttle compassion or 
vympathy was excited by the loudness of tiheir ex- 
clamations and complaints in this day of their fau- 
miUation and distress. 

As it may appear inoonoelTable how the eom- 
pany could be precipitated, in Ae short period 
which elapsed since the year 176S, from the height 
ef prosperity to a state of embarrassment bordering 
i^n ruin, a transient roriew of the principal causes 
Will be necessary to explain the paradox. Soon 
after the treaty conduded by lord Clire at Bliabad, 
pernicious monopoUes were estoblished by (lie com- 
pany's serranti in all the newly acquired proiinces ; 
and as if the exclnslTe purchase and sale of erevy 
article of general consumption in India was not suf- 
ficient to uAiatv their ayarioe, the presidency of 
Calcutta deriseo another scheme of legal plunder, 
which was to declare Toid at once all the leases bold 
under the guremment on rery low terms by the 
■emidars and polygars, who constituto the great 
landed interest of die oountry. The pretext for 
-diis was, that many of these leases had been col- 
Indrely obtained ; and it was said, diat impartiality' 
required they-shoiild be now relet without distinc- 
tion to the highest bidder. By these means tiie n»- 
tires wero imporerished; Inimense fortunes were 
made by their oppressors ; but tiie aggregate re- 
ceipts of the company^ treasury alaimini^y de- 
creased. As the opulence of Bengal, howerer great, 
depended solely upon die labour and industry of 
the people, upon commeroe, manufooturesi and 
agricultare, it is cTident that these could not long 
flourish 'under the baneful Influenoe of rapacity. 
The governing rule of trade pursued by the com- 
pany's servants was to reduce to the lowest extreme 
of depression the price in the purchase, and to en- 
hance it in the same extravagant degree in the sale. 
This discouraged the artisan and manufacturer fhtmi 
going to work, and others frtxm buying any thing 
but what was of absolute necessity. The situation 
of the farmers and husbuidmen was stin more hope- 
leas : they planted in doubt, and reaped in uneer- 
tainty, A large proportion of the land was of ooune 
left untilled ; and this co-operating with a drought 
In the year 1709. occasioned a general scarcity of 
prorlsfons, partKulariy of rice, (he great staple of 
Indian sustenance. It was also said, that some of 
the monopo'Bsts had exerted their power and HbtAr 
fbresight In collecting (he scanty supplies into 
stores ; so that the poor Oentoos had no wtemative 
left them but to part with the small rrmalns of tih^ 
property or to perish with hunger. It is certain 
that a dreadfhl fomine, and the plague, its usual 
ooQoomUant, carried off in die year 177f rery near- 
ly a foarth part ef the eatfre popidatioa ef Bengal, 



or about throe millions of unfortunate viedma. Tbr 
theee caUmldes were aided the diatresring effsete 
of the war wMh Hyder Ally, %rfataBly entered int* 
and shamefUly conducted, to gratify (he intBraated 
riewa of Indhidnals. Ih eneh drcamstanees. It 
cannot be deemed wenderftd, especially when the 
great increase of the eiril and military catabUsh. 
meats in India, and the annnal contribnthm to the 
pubtto expenditure at home, are taken into th* 
motooaat, that the disbnrsemento of the company 
should for exoeed the amount of their reiwnnee. 
and bring them, in a fow years, to die rerge or 
bankruptey. 

REPORT OF A COMMnTEB. 

In the reports of the sHeet committee, many 
ether scenes of sho<Aing cruelty were unlUded to 
pnbUo riew. The detafi would be endless ; but a 

Sineral iden of their nature may be fotmed firoaa 
e words of die chairman, who declared, - tkmt, 
through the whole inresdgatlon, he could not find 
a single sotmd spot whereon to lay his finger, it be- 
ing afi eqnidly one mass of the most unheard of ril- 
lanies, and die moat notorious oorrupdon." Hearj 
charges were brought against sereral of the oobd- 
pan3ps servafits, and particularly against locd CUre, 
who, It was afllrmed, had acquired a princely for- 
tune by rapine, extortion, treachery, and murder. 
But when a vote of censure on his conduct wae 
moved in the house of oommons, it was nenpidved 
by a large m^ierity, in opfiosldon to the minisrer; 
and an end was put to the inquiry. A deep impcee- 
sion was nererdieless made upon the mind of the 
accused nobleman by the notoriety of some ot ttm 
facts, and by the odium which Itom that time at- 
tached itself to his character. After h fo# years 
passed in a state of wretohedness anddeapondeBeyy 
ne pat a Toluntary period to bis life, by this m»> 
lanoholy catastrophe demonatratsng to mankind dm 
▼unity of human pavsuiai asid wishes, and the In* 
finHe superiority of eonaoloQa virtue to aD the giflta 
of fJMae and Airtune. 

BILL FOR BBTTBR MANAGEMENT OF 
INDIA AFFAIRS. 

Thb minister, dMUgh left In a minority whan ha 
supported a motion whidi led to the impeachment 
of tndiriduals, found both houses ready to oencur 
in any general plan of reform, which inight happi- 
ly prevent the repetition of the like cnmes, and 
the return of sfanilar calamities. With this view -a 
bOl was brought in for the better management of 
the company's aflhirs as well in Indiaas in Europe : 
at which the chief provistons were, ** that the ooort 
of directon should in foture be chosen for the term 
of Ibur years, instead of being elected anaaally, six 
members vacating their seats each year ;~that die 
qualifioadon for vodng should be raised from fire 
hundred to one thensand pounds capital stock, and 
the time of previous posseuion be extended firom 
six months to twelve ;— that the jurisdiction of the 
mayor's court at Calcutta be confined to meroantOe 
onuses, and a new supreme court of judicature be 
established hi India, consisdng of acUef juscioe and 
throe puisne judges appointed bythekine; — and 
lasdy, that asupOTlarity over the other presUlencies 
be. ipven to the presidency of Bengal^ the bluiks 
for die names of the members, including the gov- 
eraor and councU, being filled up at ^ time By 
parliament, and the removal of those ofllcen, m 
w^ as a negative on the future nomination of Ae 
company being vested in the \erown.*' It was strong, 
ly urged by the minister, in support of diose mate- 
nai changes of die old system, that the annual eieo> 
tion (^directon made them too dependent on their 
eonsdtnenta, to form any connected plans, or to 
adopt any resolute measures :-^that the term of six 
months was too short for a quaUfication to vote, as 
it did not preclude temporary purchases of stock, 
merely for that purpose, and that so smaU a share 
as five hundred pounds was not a sufficient intereat 
In die ootapeay* to endde the holder to a privilege, 
the abuse of which aright be- fktal to the whole 
body :— that the contraetisn of powers in die may- 
or's oomt at Calcutta was only reducfaig tti jnrisdie- 
tioa within the drcle to which irhad been origin- 
all v confined : a»d that It was a oourtof merchants 
and traders, and therefsre incompetent to the trial 
of the many great, momentous, and eompUoated 
matten arisiag tram the vast extent ef territorial 
Alt frr thtf ¥ TiMinit thn arw fhi rf 
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j» aatid that 
the appdbitaiQBt of the jad^w bj the gtowd, eo^ 
pfcumiillj called the foantain of ^nstioe, waa not 
aaljrpioper, but indiaaenaaUey to give a dae weight 
wmi eaaaeqneiMle to their deciaioDa : — that the pro- 
pooed avpeiioriW of ene pg o ai depoy orer the leat 
waa not tb iatteinBtre with theiv peooliar ov iatMiial 
togulatiniia, bat rdated only to thoae great olgeebi' 
of general ooooem, war, poaee, afid alKuoea, in 
dating on whiob the exeroiae of eqoal ana separ- 
ate p o were had frequeally been pioductire of mnch 
daa«»der and confoioon ; — and that the moat eflbo- 
toal oheeh on ttie abuae of the ciril and mflltaiy a»> 
thoKity whieli waa thai eenteied in the preaidaacy 
of Bengal, woold be to make ^m nominatian «a 
well ae*feaMnFal of the aMmbera depeadent on the 
Vill of the legialatare.- Petitiona againat thia bill 
>reaentcd from die dty of Lonidon, from dm 
adia company, and from the proprietoia of 
^TO himdred poanda etodi ; bet withovtCTTeot. Af- 
ter long and frequently renewed debatoa, it waa car- 
ried throogh the hooae of oommoaa by a maiority of 
atx to one ; and in the hooae of lorda, on the mud 
divifioB, the nambeia were 74 to 17. 

PROCEEDINGS IN THE HOUSE OF COM- 
MONS. 



Thb other prooeedinga of thia aeaaion nuke bat 
little figore, when compared witii the magnitade 
and iaftportanoe of the Eaat India buiiipaaa. A few 
of theaft, however, deaerve aome nocioe. The har- 



▼oat of the year 1772 not haf ing been ao productife 
aa to lower the high price of com in Eni^and, and 
a dreadful acarcity atiU oontiaoing in other narta of 
Saiope, the attention of parliament waa directed 
to the di atteaa e a of flie.poor by the apeech from the 
throne ; and the renewal of the proviaioa WUa waa 
annong the ftrat meaanrea that reoeired the aaoction 
of the l a gi a l a t i u e. The frandolent diminntion of 
tlie gold ooin, an enormity which had been carried 
to the moat dangerooa exceaa, for which parliament 
at thia time ondeaTOored to provide a remedy ; and 
though the act for calling in light gold, and regola- 
tin|[ ita Talne by ita weight, waa loiidly ezdauned 
•gamat, e^ecially by raakeia, who were obliged 
to hold money Ibr othen, and had recelTed it at ita 
nominal valoe, yet the loaa feH where it ooold beat 
he home, lupon thoae who had been gainera by the 
altnation which oocaaioned it, and who had alwaya 
profited by the public money. A tax on the nation 
to amke i^kxI the deficioiGy.woald have opened a 
door for Tory groaa impoaiaona. Attempta for ob- 
taining an enlargement of the toleration act, and 
Ae ahoUtion of all teata at the time of being mf- 
trioolated or admitted a member of either of the 
■niveraitieaj were renewed, hot with no better aoc- 
oeaa than in the laat aeaaion : parliament declined 
faitesfering in the regulationa, which the nnirerai- 
tief weie frdly impowerad to make for the gOTorn.- 
nent of their own oody ; and the plan of more lib- 
eral indulgence to tibe diaaentera, thongb it again 
paajed the hoaae of eomnona by a great nu^ority, 
waa acain rqgected by the lorda; It waa ahnoat im- 
poaailMe that any new argmnenta could be orgedon 
ao trite a aoloect : bat ttie aoggeatioaa of former 
apeakera and writerawere enforced, with all the 
Tariety of illnatration whioh judgment and genina 
coold aaperadd to them. Some very animated and 
elaqoant defaatea were alao oocaaioned by a lato ex- 
Mditioa aninat the Caiibba in the ialand of St. 
Vincent. A few of thoae were deacon dod from the 
original poaaeaaora : bat die greater part were the 
oflbpiing of aome African negroea who had been 
aUpwreoked on die coaat about a oentary before. 
Theae two tribea of aavagea were acattered in hnto 
over the moat fertile and Taloable part of the oouft- 
try, of which they had onlv cleared a few little 
apota, auffering the reat to lie covered with wood, 
' unooltivatod and anoocupied, without any benefit 
to otiusra, or to themaelvea. Soon alter the ceaaion 
of the ialand to Great Britain, in conaequence of 
the peace in' 1763, repeated appUcationa were made 
to government by the EngVah aetdeni, to obtain 
from thoae people the landa, of which they were in 
fact bat the nominal ownen, in exchange for an- 
admr quarter of the ialand, leaa auaceptible of col- 
tare, hut aa comfortable for their habitotion, and aa 
eonvenient for the aupp i wt of aavage life, aa that 
which they now pomeaaed. Proper matructiona for 
thia purpoae wore accordingly isaned by the board 
J. treaaofy in the year ITdi; but the Caribba ob- 



Btiniuely refrued-to part with their tondai, to admit 
of any exchange, or even to acknowledge aubmis- 
aion to the government that held out to mem oflbra 
of AiQ compenaation and aocnrity. After, every ef- 
fort of entreaty and perauarion had been tried in 
vain, it waa at length deeme^l neceaaary, iu the 
aommer of 177S, to order two regimenta from North 
America to join an equal number of troopa at St. 
Vincent'a and to co^yperato with the fleet on that 
atation in reducing the refractory aavajg^a to obedi- 
ence. At thia period an inquiry waa inatituted in 
the houae of commona reapeoting the whole bual> 
aeaa ; and motiona were made conveying the aever- 
eat cenanre on the miniatry for adopting meaaures, 
wUoh werd aaid to be " equally repugnant to the 
humanity of hia mi^eaty'a temper, djagracefol to hia 
axina, and derogatory to' the character of die Bridah 
nation." Tlieae ohargea were anawered with abili- 
ty : die motiona were negatived ; and, about the 
aame time, [Feb. 17thJ the expedition, which gave 
birth to ihe inquiry, waa alao terminated. The 
Caribba, after aome fierce encountera, agreed to ac- 
knowledge hia nugeaty'a aovereignty without re- 
aenre ; to take an oath of fidelity and allegiance ; to 
anhmit to the lawa of the ialand in all tranaacdona 
widi the white inhabitanta, while they were allowed 
to adhere to their own cuatoma and oaagea bx their 
interoonrae widi each other ; and to cede a large 
tract of very valuable land to the crown, the dia- 
tricta which diey adil retained being aecioed in per- 
petuity to them and to their poatenty. 

Both houaea of parliament continued their delib- 
eradona till the fint of Julv, when an end waa pat 
to the aeaaion by aapeech nom the throne, expreaa- 
ing the utmoat aadaftwtion at dieir seal, aaaiduity, 
and peneveranoe. Hia m^eaty had, the preceding 
week, aflbrded the higheat gratification to a conaid- 
erable number of hia autoecta by a review of the 
nav^ at Portsmouth. The reaort of company diere 
dnrug die royal viait waa unparalleled; and hia 
miyjeaty left bMind him laating impreaaiona of hia 
benignity and munificence. The remainder of the 
year rolled away without any remarkable domeatio 
oocurrencea ; but the eventa of the aame period in 
America were very alarming. * 

INCREASING DISCONTENT IN AMERICA. 

Ths repeal of the Other port dudea, while that 
on tea waa Gontinuod,had not produced all the good 
effecta which were expected from auch a eonceaaion. 
The provincial aaaembliea peraiated in diaarowing^ 
hia aujeaty'a right to keep oommiaaionera of the 
cuatoma, or to eatal>liah any revenue in North 
America. A lately adopted measure of appoindnv 
the govemora and judgea of the coloniea to be paid 
by the crown waa another aonrce of much discon- 
tenL Still, however, the nUiamour of the people 
aeemed to vent itaelf in angry complainta ; and no 
act of outrage had token place for die laat three 
yeara, except the burning of an armed achooner at 
Rhode ialand in June 1772. Even thia waa not oo- 
caaioned by any popular tumult : it waa the mo- 
mentary impulae of revenge inflicted by a party of 
amugglera on the commander of that veaaeT, who 
had made himaelf crfinoxioua by hia seal and vigil- 
ance in the execution of the revenue lawa. But, 
in the aummer of the cuYrent year, an extraordi- 
nary accident aerved to blow into a flame the un- 
amothered emben of aedition in Maaaachuaet'a Bay. 
Br. Franklin, the agent for that province, had by 
some unknown meana got poaaeaaion of certahi con- 
fidential letters written by the governor and the 
lieutenanti^ovemor to their Irienda in England, 
containing an unfovourable repreaentotion of the 
temper of the people, and the viewa of the leaders, 
and tending to ahow the necearity of more vigorooa 
meaaurea in order to aecure the obedience oi the co- 
lony. Theae lettera were immediately tranamitt^ 
by the doctor to die aaaemUy then sitting at Boaton, 
who came to aeveral violent reaolntiona, which they 
followed up by a petition and remonatrance to the 
king, charging Hutchinaon the governor, and Oliver 
hia deputy, with being betravera of dieir truata and 
of the people they govemec^ and praying for jus- 
tice againat thom axid for thenr a^eedy removal (S). 
Freah foeljAaa aoQU after thrown into the blase, of 
animosity &cited by the publication of the lattara. 
The East India compan y having, in pursuance 
of the adt for pemdttmg the exportation of teaa 
duty free, conaigned large quantities to their agents 
in the principal porta of America, the ftkctioua 
leadera there egsdy perauaded the pooplo^ that 
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ttuM wat a ichem« calenlAted merely to clrcqm- 
Tent tihcm into a compUaace with the rerenite 
law, and thereby open die door to an unlimited tax- 
ation. Meednga were held, ftrit at Philadelphia, and 
afterwards In serenJ oUier towns, where resola- 
tions were passed declaring *' this new ministerial 

}>lan of importation to be a riolent attack upon the 
ibertie^of America," and pronouncing it to be 
** tho duty of erery American to oppose tua attempt; 
and that whoerer should directly or indirectly coun- 
tenance it was an enemy to his country." The con- 
signees were obliged in most filaces to relimiuish 
their appointments ; and among other inflamma- 
tory papers then circulated throughout the coloniee, 
a wanung was giren to the pilots on the river De- 
laware *' not to conduct any of the tea sh^ into 
their hartKmr, as they were sent only tor the pur- 
pose of enslaving and poisoning all the Americans.*' 
In a similar publication at New- York, those ships 
were said to be '* freighted with fetters forged m 
Great Britain -,** and every vengeance was denounc- 
ed against all jpersons, '* who should dare in anv 
manner contribute to the introduction of such 
dudns." The landing of the tea was every whera 
Tiolently resisted ; ond several of the ships returned 
to England without breaking bulk. At Charlea- 
town, after much oppoaitiou and tumult, a cargo 
was permitted to be uoloaded, but was immediately 
lodged in damp unventilated cettani where it long 
remained, and finally perishecL Some was also 
landed at New- York under the cannon of a man 
of war ; but the government there were forced to 
consent to its being locked up from use. But at 
Boston the riots, eren before the arrival of the 
slups, rose to a height wUch made the ex ce s s es 
committed elsewhere appear trivial* The populace 
surrounded the houses of tiie consignees and de- 
manded dieir resignation, which not being complied 
wiA, their doors and windows were broken, and 
they themselves narrowly escaped the fury of the 
mob bv living from the town and taking shelter in 
Fort William. In vain did the governor issue a 
a proclamation commanding the civil magistrates 
to suppress the riots : the sheriff was insulted for 
attempting to read it at one of tiie illegal meetings 
in Uie town hall. As soon as die ships arriyed, the 
inhabitants met again, and with loud acclamations 
testified their eoncurrenoojn a vote, " that the tea 
should not be landed, ana that it should be sent 
back in the same bottoms." But clearances from 
the customhouse, aqd a pass from die governor 
being refused, an immense crowd repaired to the 
quay in the evening of the e^htcenth of Decem- 
ber, and a number of Uie most resolute, in the dis- 
guise of Mohawk Indians, boarded the Tossels, and 
discharged their cargoes into the sea. 

1774. The' ministry not being in possession of 
these focts at the meeting of the parliament on the 
diirteenth of January, no mention was made of 
American ailhirs in the speech ftrom the throne ; 
but on the seventh of March, a message was de- 
Urered from his m2\}esty to both houses, informing 
them, '* that, in consequence of the unwarrantable 
practfces carried on in North America, and parti- 
culsurly of the violent and outrageous proceedings 
at Boston, with a riew of obstructing theaommerce 
of this kingdom, and upon grounds and pretences 
immediately subversive of its constitntion, it was 
tiiought fit to lay the whole matter before parlia- 
ment" — recommcndinir to dieir serious consideration 
" what farther rcgulaaons or permanent proTiaions 
might be necessary to bo established." This mes- 
sage was accompanied by a great number of pa- 
pers, which sufficiently showed the daring and sMi- 
tious spirit that now prevailed tJl over the conti- 
nent, in the address of thanks for these communi- 
cations, the house assured his mi^esty, ** that they 
would not fail to exert everr means in their power 
of effectually providing for the due execution of the 
laws, and securing theiustdependance of the colonies 
on the crown and parliament of Great Britain." Hie 
first step taken to accomplish so desirable an end was 
the introduction of a bOf, which was rapidly and al- 
most unanimott»ly carried through both houses, for 
shutting up the port of Boston, and prohibiting the 
lading or unlading of all goods or mafchandlse at 
any place within its precmcts, flrom and after the 
first of June, until it snould appear to his majesty 
that peace and obedience to tne laws were so for 
restored in the town of Boston that trade might 
again be safely carried on, and liis msOesty's cus- 
toms be duly collected ; in wUch case his mt^csty 
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might by prodsmaitfeii open (he hailioiir ; b«t aoC 
till it stionld also suflteiently appear, that full caaD> 
pensation bad been made to the But India cnm^ 
pany for the destruction of their tea, and to all 
odHn who had suifored by the late riots, 
board of customs was, in the mean time^ to be 
mored to the town of Salem. But as the preven- 
tion of Aitnre enormities was an olQect of stifl 
greater importance than the punishment of those 
which were past, and as tho latter seemed greatly 
owing to the weakness of the civil power in the 
colony of Masaaohosetfs Bay and to other radical 
defects in the fWune of their gorenunent, it was now 

{iroposed to assimilate their constitatioii mora nemr- 
y to that of the royal govemmenta ia America, 
and to their prototype the goremment of Great 
Britain. For this purpose an act was passed to de- 
prive the lower hoase of assembly of uw prfviiege 
of electing die members of the oonnofl^ ana to vest 
that privilege in the crown ; to authorise the king, 
or his substitute the goremor, to appoint jud^. 
magistrates, and sheiuft ; to empower the alMnUi 
to summon and return juries ; and to prohfliit town 
meetings from being called by the select men, oa- 
less witii the consent of the governor. Such a re- 
straint was deemed necessary, not only to smpp r ees 
the spirit of foction in the prorince itself, but to 
prevent die rest of the colonies from being tainted 
by its seditious example. The next expedient waa 
a bin for the impartial administration of justice in 
Massachuaef s Bay, empowering the governor, with 
the advice of the council, in case any person wna 
indicted in that province for mur4er or any odMr 
capital oiTbnce, and it should appear by tnformatioB 
on oath that die foct had been committed in the 
exercise or aid of magistracy in suppressing riota^ 
and that a fair trial could not be had in the pro- 
vince, to send the person so indicted into any owot' 
colony, or to Great Britain to be tried ; the act to 
oontinne in force four years. The opposition made 
to diese bills, in their progress durough both houaee, 
was equally impotent and unpopular ; bat another 
act that foUowed diem, fSsr making more effeetoal 
provision for the goremmeAt of the prorinoe of 
Qaebeo, was violendy opposed within doors, aad 
excited much damour without. The objects oif this 
act were, to secure to the inhabitants of diat pro- 
vince the free exerdae of their religion, and to the 
Roman catholic clergy their ri^ts, aareeable.ts the 
artides of capitulation at the time of the suH^ndetr 
of die province ; to confirm die Bnglish laws, and a 
trial by jtiry in criminal cases, bni^ in dvil cateo, 
to restore die ancient French laws and a trial with- 
out jury, as being more acceptable to the Canadi- 
ans ; to establish a council, holding their oaomis- 
sions from and at the pleasure or the king, vi^ 
were to exerdae all the powers of legislation, ex- 
cept that of imposing taxes ; and lasdv to extend 
the limits of the province, which, reaching for to 
die southward behind the other setdement«» might 
be made to serve as a check upon them if neoeaaary. 

A GENERAL CONGRESS CALLED AT 
PHILADELPHIA. 

Such were the prindpal measures adopted this 
session by the British parliament for maintaining 
the authority of the mother country over the colo- 
nies. Four ships of the Ihie had also been fitted 
out for Boston ; and as a mililury force might in 
like manner be necessary to redno) its disorderly 
inhabitants to obedience, an act was passed to pio- 
Tide commodious quarters for ofllcers and soldiers 
on that serriee ; and general Gage, commander in 
chief in America, was appointed «>vemor of Maa- 
sachuset's Bay, in the room of Mr. Hutchinson, who 
had de^fired leave to come to England. Hie genc*ml 
was farther invested with fidl powers to grant par- 
dons for treasons and aU other crimes, and to re- 
mit all fines and forfeitures to such oflhndens as 
should appear to be fit objects of mercy. But the 
people or Boston did not seem disposed to eovrt hig 
lemty or indulgence. Having just reoeiTed intdll* 
gence of the bfll for shutting up their port, they 
were all convened to take it Into consideration, the 
very day after the new governor's arrival. At thia 
meeting, resolutions were passed, and ordered to 
be transmitted to the odier colonies, inviting tiiem 
to enter into au agreement to stop all imporfa and 
exports to and from Great Britain, Ireland, koA 
every part of the West Indies, as tho only means, 
they said, that were left for the salvation of North 
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Amcfflea and her llb«rtiei. CopiM of the act were 
also mnlliplied with tiie utmoet desimtdi, and lent 
to evcrv part of the contisent, wnere they pro- 
dueed nie Mine effects as pocrts ascribe to the Pa- 

2''s torch, setting all the countries through which 
ey jpessed in a flame. Addr e s se s from most of the 
Brovinces arrired in a idiort time at Boston, ex- 
horting the inliabitantft to perserere in their oppo- 
sitioQ to such an attack on their civil rights, and de- 
claring that all British America considered them- 
eeWes as sufferers in the common cause. A general 
oongress was also determined upon ; and Philadel- 
phia being fudged commodiously situated for the pur- 
pose, the first meeting of ddegates from the sereral 
colonies was appointed to take place there in the 
beginning of September ; and, in the mean time, 
•agagements, under the title of ' a solenm league 
and oorenant,' were unirenally entered into for 
the purpose of suspending all commercial inter- 
WMiramwith Great Britain, and renouncing aD com- 
JBonicntion with tliose who should refuse to sign 
ttiis oorenant, notwithstanding a proclamation from 
general Gage, styling such a|[reement an unlawAtI, 
hostOe, and traitorous combination. He was eren 
obliged to dissolve the proitincial assembly, having 
found ererr otiier method ineffectual to put a stop 
to their Ttolent proceedings. But these of the 
general congress were of a still more alarming 
•tetidency. Ine delegates met on the day appointed 
•t Philadelphia ; th«y^ yerefifty-one m number, 
f hoe en in sueh proportions from uie different colon- 
ies as corresponded with their varied extent and 
popnlatien, though each colony had but cme distinct 
•M separate vote : they sat with the doors locked, 
ao person but a member being pen||tted to be 
pveaent at their deliberations, and all their pro- 
oeedings, except what they uougfat fit to make 
known, bt^g kept profoundly secret. Amone 
their first resohree was a vote which passed unani- 
BOQsly. expressing tikeir deep sense of the suffer- 
faiga of timr countrymen in the province of Mas- 
enehusetfs Bay, under the late unjust, cruel, and 
oppressive acts of the British pnrliament : thorough- 
ly approving the wisdom and fortitude ox the oppo- 
sraon aaade to ttiose measures ; and asserting it to 
be the duty otf all America not only to contribute to 
the relief of the suflhrens, but to assist in repelling 
any fovee wUch might be employed to carry sqph 
acts faftto execution. The con g r e ss also drew up 
•ad published a declaration of rights, little short of 
absolute independency, with the copy of a formal 
inatmment in writing, signed by the members, and 
recommended to ti»eir constituents, renouncing aD 
huteroourse with the mother country, till red^^ss 
ahonkl be obtained for the aUeged violation of 
thoee rights ; a petition to the king, enumerating 
the several grievanees, and blending professions of 
lojfalty with a firm demand of die abolition of tlie 
oMioxMUs statutes, as the only means of restoring 
harmony between Great Britain and d»e colonies ; 
—an apology to the people of England for the sus- 
pension of commerce, whieh, they said, necessity 
alone and a regard to self preservation obliged 
them to adopt ^— a memorial to the inhabitants of 
the colenies, designed to explain to tihem in what 
manner they were all interested in the state of the 
people of Boston ; urging tiiem to a compliance with 
tte nmwimportation, non-consmnntion. and non- 
exportation agreement ; and adviMng them to ex- 
tend their views to tlie most unhappy events, «nd 
to be fai-all respects prepared for every eontingeB- 
cv ^— and, lastly, an adwess to the Canadians, the 
olgect of which was to render ttiem discontented 
and uneaay under their new form of covemment, 
to sow the seeds of discord between them and the 
mother ooontry, and to induce diem to Join in the 
general confederacy. After these ]>ublic sots, 
which the oongress completed in a session of fifty- 
two days, it lOssolved itself, having previouslv re. 
ooasmended that another congress should be held 
the tenth of May following. The eflbets of its de- 
orees were quicuy seen throu|(liont the provinces : 
a apirit of resistance to the British gof e inmedl dis- 
covered itMlf almost every where, hut particalarly 
in M assachusef s Bay, which was considered as the 
grand focus of American rri>eIlion. Hie cfuxts of 
Midicature were totaOv suspended : all persons ao. 
eepting ofllces under the late laws were declared 
enemies to' their country : every step taken by 
general Gage for the accommodation and security 
of the troops under bis command was ofastnictod as 
much as possible : his recal of writs whidi he had 



Issued for convening the general eeurt of r^re> 
sentatives in October, was disresarded : they met 
ia direct contempt of the authonity which foriliade 
diem ; voted themselves into a provincial congress, 
with Hancock at their head ; appointed a commit- 
tee to present a remonstrance to &e governor in a 
very oaring strain ; and on hb reftising to recog- 
nise them as a lawful assembly, they proceeded to 
exercise all tibe functions not only ofthe legislative, 
but of the ekecutive newer. At one of their subse- 
quent meetings, a plan was drawn up for the im- 
mediate defence or die province ; magazines oi 
ammunition and stores were provided for twelve 
thousand miUda; and an enrolment was made of 
minute-men. so called frdkn their engaging to turn 
out with then* arms at a minute's wamiiTg. Creneral 
Gage dearly foresaw the inevitable issue of such 
proceedings ; but he stiU conlined himself to the 
mildest measures that were consistent with pra- 
dence and necessary caution, being resolved, mat. 
if die sword must be at last unsheatlied, it should 
not appear owing to any predpitaney on his part. 
He admonished ^ people, though in vain, not to 
be ensnared by die provincial congress, nor led by 
dieir induence to incur die penalties of sedition, 
treason, and rebdllon : besides fortifying a narrow 
istlunus, called Boston Ne<^, diat connects die 
town widi the continent, by means of whidi the 
inhabitants of that place became in some sort host- 
ages for the behavior of the rest of their country- 
men, he took care to secure sudi magasines as were 
witUn his reach, and to spike the cannon of some 
batteries, so as to prevent their being serriceable 
to an enemy. The activity ot die Americans some- 
times defeated his utmost dreumspection. An 
armed body of diem made themselves masters of 
the fort at Portsinoutfa in New Hamoshire. and 
sent off die powder it contained to a P<Ace of safe- 
ty. They also surprised another small fort in the 
same province, called William and Mary, which 
was garrisoned by only one officer and five men, to 
whom they did no personal injury, but took posses- 
sion of die ammunition and ordnance. A prodama- 
tion, whieh had been issued in Sn^and, jirohibit- 
ing the exportation of military stores, operated as a 
strong incitement to the eagerness of the colonists 
to procure such supplies. Milli for making gun- 
powder, and manumctories for arms, were set up 
in several places ; and the advice of congress, " to 

E'opare for every contingency," was impUddy 
Bowed by aQ the provinces. 

A NEW PARLIAMENT. 

While every thing bore the most rebellious 
aspect in Amenca, the British caliinet at home 
thought it highly necessary, before a blow was 
strudL, to take the sense of the nation on a suli||ect 
which involved the dearest interests of the whole 
entire. A dissolution of pariiament was dierefore 
resolved upon, to give the people an opportunity 
of msnifes&ig their sentlmentB in the choice of re- 
praeentntlves, and to tne the latter from any re- 
straint with regard to a diango of system, if it 
abonld be deemed advisable. The same houae of 



commons, which had so recendy as weD as repeal 
edly given its sanction to vigorous measures, could 
not, with a good grace, resdnd its own most deli- 
berate acts: but another body of representatives 
would not be tied down to an involuntary perse- 
Torance in support of the resolutions of their pre- 
decessors. The prodamation for dissolving the par- 
liament was issued on the thixCieth of Sc^rtember ; 
and the writs for calling a nlw one were made re- 
turnable on the twenty-ninth of November follow- 
ing. On the first day of the meeting of parlia- 
ment, no oompetitor for the chair was started 
against Sk Pletcher Norton ;— as the address of 
thanks to his mi^esty ibr hie speech from die 
throne, of which tbe disobedience of the eoloniee 
constituted the chief topic, implied n> general ap. 

Erobation of the steps ttken by Us nu^iesty to carry 
Its exeontion the fate laws, and to restore peaot 
and good order in Maesachusef s Bay, an amend- 
ment was proposed on the side of i^podtion, and 
supported oy all the powers of their oratory and all 
the strengdi of their numbers.— The latter, how. 
ever, amounted only to 78 against 904 who voted for 
the original address. Nodiing else of a remark aNe 
nature occurred in i>arliament before the holidays, 
except that the estimates, as stated to the oom. 
mens, were entirely formed upon a peace estabUsb 
moat; and that nine out of tlnrteen peers i% tha 
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1775. After the receH, a yariety of debates took 
place' on different systems of coercion and lenity 
with regard to the Americans, 'in which mo^ elo- 
quence and party spirit were displayed. The re- 
siilt of all was the passing of two acts ; bv the first 
of which the New England prorinces, as haying set 
the example of renoancii\g all intercovEse with the 
parent state, were prohibited from trading to any 
other country, and Arom fishing on the banks of 
Newfowidland ; and by the second^ the same re- 
straints were extended to die colonies of East and 
West Jersey, Pennsylyania, Ua^land, Virginia, 
and Sooth Carolina, and to the coantiies on the 
Delawar, which were found to hare concurred in 
the commerdal combinations of the people of New 
England. But in order to leave it stOl in the power 
of me colonies to ayert the calamities impending 
over them in consequence of these prohibitory acts, 
a resolution was moved by the minister, and car- 
ried in the boose of commons, as the basis of a fu- 
tare agreement, ** that when any of the colonies 
lAiould propose, according to their abilities, to raise 
their due proportion towards the common defence, 
such proportion to be raised under the authoritv of 
the assembly of such province, and to be disposaole 
by parliament; and when such colony should also 
engage to provide for the supnort of the dvil gov- 
ernment and the administration of justice within 
snch province ; it would be proper. If such proposal 
should be approved by his m^)esty In parliament, 
to forbear, in respect of snch colony, to levy any 
duties or taxes, or to impose any further duties or 
taxes, except such as should be necessary for the 
ngulation of trade." 

FRANKLIN'S EFFORT AT CONCILIATION. 

' Among Uie conciliatory attempts which were 
made at that period, the most specific and remarka- 
ble was a plan digested in private by Dr. Franklin 
on the part of the Americans, and Dr. FothergiU 
and David Barclay on behalf of the British ministry. 
At one of their conferenoeiK held at the house of 
Dr. FothergiU, on the 4th of Ueceaaber 1774, before 
the proceedings of congress had reached England* 
a paper, drawn up by Dr. Franklin, at the request 
of the two other gentlemen, was submitted to their 
joint consideration; which, with a few additions 
proposed and agreed to by common consent, was 
as rollows : 

Hints for Conyersation iq>on the Subject of Tenns 
that might probably produce a durable Union be- 
tween firiiain and the Colonies* 

1st. The tea destroyed to be paid for. 

9d. The tea«daty aot to be repealed, and all the 
dnties that have been received upon it to be repaid 
into the treasvfies of the sevend provinces firam 
which they have been collected. 

Sd.- The acta of navlgatioD to be all re-enacted in 
Aecoloniea. 

4lh. A naral oikcer to be qniolnted by theiarown 
te see that these aots are observed. 

6dl. All the acts restraining toannfaetories in tiM 
oolenies to be re romlderea* 

6ch. AH duties arising on Hm aots for regidat- 
ing trade with the colonies, to be for the puUic 
use of tiie respeetiye colonies, and paid into their 
treasiories. 

The collectors and cnstomJioase offloers to be 
Mpolitted by each, gevemor, and aot sent f^om 
Entfand. 

7tfa. \^ consideration of ^e Amerieans malntain- 
iac their own peace establishment, and Uie mono- 
puy Britain is to have of their c ommerce, no re- 
quisition is to be made from them in time of peace. 

6th. No troops to enter and qnuier in any colony, 
bat with the consent of its legblature. 

9th. In time of war, on requisition by the king, 
with coofent ofparHament, eyery colony shall raise 
money by the following rules in p r oportion, vis. If 
Biitain, on aooemit of the war, raises three shillings 
la dM pound, to its land-tax. then tae ooloniep t» 
add to tlieir last general provincial peaoe-tax, a sum 
equal to one fourth part thereof; and if Britain, on 
1M same account, pay fomr shillings in the pomad, 
fhmk tlie colonies te add to their laslr peaoe-tax, a 
sam equal to the half thereof; which additional tax 
is to be granted to his majesty, and to be employed 
and paying omb lor umd or sea serviee. 
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and though no eolony may contribute less, each 
may add as much by voluntwy grant as it shall think, 
proper. 

10th. Casile-WOUam to be restored to the pro. 
vinqa of Massachusef s Bay, and no fortress to be 
built by the crown in any province, but with th* 
consent of its legislature. 

11th. The late Hassachusets and Quebec, acts to 
be repealed, and a firee government granted to- 
Canada. 

ISth. AH judges to be appointed during good be- 
haviour, with et^ually permanent salaries to be paid 
out of me provincial revenues by appointment of 
the assemblies ; or ff the judges are to be appoints 
ed during the pleasure of the crown, let the sa- 
laries be during the pleasure of the assemblies, as 
heretofore. 

13th. Governors to be supported by the asseaa- 
blies of each province. 

14th. If Britain wiU giye up her monopoly of 
the American commerce, then the aid above men- 
tioned to be given in time of peace, as well as in 
time of war. 

15th. The extension of the act of Henry VIIL 
concerning treasons to the colonies, to be formally 
disowned by parliament. 

16th. The American admiralty courts to be re* 
duced to the same powers they have in England, 
and the acts establishing them to*be re-enacted in 
America. 

17th. All power of internal legislation in the oe> 
lonies to be disclaimed by parliamenL 

On readfeig this paper a second time, Dr. Frank- 
lin gave his reasons at length tat each article. 

The fourteenth article was expunged on the re- 
presentation of Dr. FothergiU and David BarcOay, 
that the aumopoly of the American commerce would 
never be given up, and that the proposing of it 
would only give olibnoe, without answering any 
good purpose. 

Iliis pM>er of hints Was oommimioated to lord 
Dartmonm bv Dr. FothergiU, who also suted the 
arguments whioh in conversation had been olfored 
in support of them. When objections were made 
to them, as being humiliating to Great Britain, Dr. 
FoUieri^ replied, " that she had been unjust, and 
ought to bear the oonsequencas, aud alter her eoa- 
duct— that sooner or later, these or similar meas- 
ures must be foUowed, or ^e empire would be da- 
yided and ndned." 

These hints were handed about among ministen, 
and conforenoes were held <m them. The resah 
was, on the 4th of February 1779, communicated ts 
Dr. franklin, in the presence of Dr. FothergiU and 
David Barday, irtddi, as ihr as ooncemed the lead- 
ing articles, was as follows : 

1. The fint article was H^proved* 

S. The second agreed to so for as related to die 
tea^ct ; but repayment of the duties that had 1 
ooUected was rerased. 



i. The third aot approved, as it implied a 

MrUament 



the pari 



that aaule the 



oieacy of power in 
acts. 

4. The fourth approved. 

6. The fifth agreed to, but with a reaerye diat ao 
ohaage prc||udiaal to Britain was to be expected. 

d. The sixtfi agreed to, so for as related to the 
anpropriation of the duties ; but the appointment 
or the oflkoen and their salaries to reinain as at 



7. The seyendi, relating to aidsialhae of war, 
agr eed to. 

•. The eighdi, relating to troops, was Jnadmissi. 
Ue. 

9. The nbith ooald be agreed to with this difierv 
eace, that no proportion should be ofaseryed with 
regard to preceding taxes, bat each colony shouU 
give at pleasure. 

10. The tenth agreed to as to the vestitfttion et 
Castfo-WiUiam ; bat die restriction on the crown in 
bnUdinc fortresses reftised. 

-11. Tae eleventh refused absolutely, except as to 
the Boston port biU, wUch would be rep^ed, and 
the Quebec act might be ao fiur amended, aa to re- 
dnee that province to its ancient limits. The other 
" Mase acfa asets acts beingiaal amendments of their 
oenatitation, arast for diat reasea be contiaued, as 
wen as to be a standi&g example ef the power of 
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11. The tvelfdi agned to, that the Judges »boald 
b« ^pointed^uing good behatiour, on the OMem- 
bliao proTidln^ permanent Mlariea, tooh as th« 
crown should i^prore of. 

IS. Hie thirteenth agreed to» 
bliee Aake proYiilon, as in (he 

15. The fiheenlh agreed to. 

16. The tixteenth agreed to, aupporingthe dntlea 
paid to the oolony treaeoriea. 

17. The aereDteenth teadminible. 

At this mterriew the conrersation waa shortened 
by Dr. FranUm's obserring, that while the parlia* 
ment claimed and exercised a pover .of internal 
legislatiun for the colonies, and of altering Ameri- 
can conatitntions at pleasore, Uiere oould be no 

greement, as dkat would render the Amerioaus 
insafe in every pririlege they enjoyed, and would 
leaTe them nothing in which they could be secure. 

On the l«th of February 1775, the three gentle- 
men again met, when a paper was produced by 
OuTid Barday, entitled, <'A plan which it is be- 
lieved would produce a pennanent nuion between 
Great Britain and her colonies." This, in the first 
article, proposed a repeal, of the te»«ct, on pay- 
ment bemg made Ibr the tea destroyed. Dr. Rrank- 
Bn agreed to the first part, but contended that all 
the other MaMachnsets acts should also be repealed ; 
but this was deemed inadmissiUe. Dr. Kranklin 
declared, that tho people of Maasachnsets would 
sttflTer all the hazards and mischiefa of war, rather 
than admit tiie alteration of their charters and laws 
by parliament. He was for securing the unity of 
the empire, by recognizing the sancuty of charters, 
and by leaving the provinces to govern themselves 
in their internal concerns ; but the British minisd^ 
oould not brook the idea of reUnquishing their claim 
to internal legislation for the colonies, and espe* 
dally to alter and amend their charters. The first 
was for communicating the vital principles of liber- 
ty to the provinces, but the lattor, ^ough disposed 
to redress a few of their existing grievances, would 
by no meana consent to a repeal of the late act of 
parliament for altering the chartered government 
of If assachusets, and least of all to renounce all 
claim to future amendments of charters, or of inter- 
nal legislation for the colonies. 

Dr. FranUin laboured hard to prevent die breach 
from becoming irreparable, and stated the outlines 
of a compact wfaiol he supposed would procure a 
durable union of the two countries ; but his well- 
meant endeavours proved abortiTe. Finding the 
ministry Dent oa war, unless the colonists would 
consent to hold Uieir rigbtii, liberty and charters, 
at the disrrctioB of a British parliament, and well 
knowing that his countrymen would hazard every 
thing, rather than consent to terms so degrading as 
well as inconsistent with the spirit of the British 
constitotion, he Quitted Great Britain in March 1775, 
and returned to Philadelphia. Dr. FothergiU wrote 
to hix. on the evening before he left London, " That 
whatever soecious pretences were offered, they 
were all hoDow, and that to get a larger field on 
which to fatten a herd of worthless parasites^ was 
all that was intended.*' 

CITY OF LONDON PETITIONB IN FATOUR 
OF THE AMERICANS. 

Tbi dty 9i London ventured again to breathe a 
fruitless requeit. This petition (presented in April) 
justified die resistance to wfa^h the Americans had 
been driven, upon those same principles of the con- 
stitution, whicui actuated our ancestors when they 
transferred the imperial crown of these realms to 
the house of Brunswick. They moreover bescech- 
ed his majesty, to dismiss hnmediately, and for over, 
from his councils, those miniiters who bad advised 
the obnoxious acts, as the first step towards a re- 
dress of those grievances which alarmed and afllic- 
ted the whole people. His malesty answered the 
petition in the following words : *' It is with the ut- 
most astonishment that I find any of nntf subjects 
capable of encouraging the rebeuiofl^ ^position 
which unhappily exists in some of Ay' eblonles in 
North America. Jlaving entire opnfidence in the 
wisdom of my paiwiment, the npt council of the 
nation, I will steadHy pursue ti^ilp measures which 
they have recommenoed for <lhe support of the,. 
constitutional rights j^fLGiMt Britam, andj^thb- 
protection of die conaMftoSu Interests of my aing- 
doms.* • 

It was tlaeiuifw for the afnlster to propose aome 



advantages, in 
deprtrad ike 




8V 

he had 

«w abemien of the 

this view he moved for 

a ^ W B UM i B e of the whole house, to consider of 
Ihe eneouragement proper to be given to the fish- 
eries of Great Britain and Ireland. The grievanoee 
of Irdand demanded a particular attention, as that 
e euntiy had saflSnred them with a patienee unex- 
ampled and unexpected. By ineluding trade and 
eommerce hi this motion, some members wished to 
institute an tan^piry into the stote of Ireland al 
large, but in this they were opposed by lord North, 
who was of opinion, Aat the iltdd of inquiry, which 
would, by diis alteration, be opened, would prove 
too large for the present opportunity. That his 
lerdsh^, however, might not i^ipear adverse to tfie 
Interests of Ireland, he procuren two motious to be 
pasaed, by the one of which it was dedared lawfd 
to flotport tram Ireland clothes and acdknlfuments 
for such regiments on die Irish establishment as 
were employed abroad : by the other, a bounty of 
five ahlDings per barrel was allowed on all flax-seed 
imported into Ireland. Hie princmal ol^ections to 
diese motions were, dmt.they eifocted tee litde. 
In the pro gr ess of tUs oommtttee, bonndes were 
mnted to the ships of Great Britain and Ireland, 
for their encoungement in prosecuting die New- 
foundland fishery, and for enoouragfng die whale 
fishery, in those seas diat were to the seuthwaid 
of Greenland and Davis's Straits fisheries; the 
several duties upon the importotion cMf oO, blub- 
ber, and bone, mm Newfoundland, and on the i n- 
portadon of seal.skins, were at the same tfane taken 

oir. 

Hie remainder of this session was employed in 
die r^eetlon of a variety of peddons from the co- 
lonists^ or those who had thehr interest most at 
heart ; a remouatranoe and representation of die 
general a ss em bly of the colony of New- York to the 
parliansent, was introdnoed by Burke, who moved 
diat it should be brought up. He said the decent 
and respectful language in which tiiey conveyed 
dieir sentiments, carried with it some claim on par- 
Hamcntary attention. Every opinion containea in 
the paper he granted might not he incontrovertible ; 
but Much w^s die manner in which their complaints 
were urged, that he could not help looking on thia 
as a very favourable ooportnnity ror amicably end- 
ing our difl!erences with America. The rejection of 
dns motion was followed by that of another, owing 
to similar circumstances, in the house of lords, and 
Aat, by a petition, firom the Britirii inhabitants of 
the province of Quebec, presented by lord Camden. 
Hie extension of the limits of Quebec, tlie establish- 
ment of popery, and the common complaints of 
despotism, formed die material part of this latter 

Retttion. The debates on it were long and violent ; 
at, on die side of onposltion, very ineffectual, the 
numbers being-88 wno opposed it, to 28 lords only 
who sapported ' it. Among the minority were 
their royal highnesses of Cumberland and Glouoea- 
ter. 

Thus ended die session in which every step to- 
wards the fovoutito sys tem of coercion seemed to 
receive an almost universal approbation; and in 
the speech^ his mi^esty expressed the most perfSect 
satisiaction in their cbndnct. They had maintained, 
with a finn and steady resofartioD, die hiseparable 
rti^ts of ^the crown and the authority of parlia- 
ment ; they had prqfected and promoted the com- 
mercial interest of these kingdoms, and had g^ven 
convincing proofo of their readiness (as far as the 
constitotion would allow them) to gratify tiie wishes, 
and remove the apprehensions of the subjects in 
America ; and a persuasion was entertained, that 
die most salutary effects must in the end, result 
from misasnres formed and conducted on such prin- 
ciples. His mi^esty expressed much concern, that 
the unhappy disturbances in some of the colonies, 
had occasioned an angmentotion of the land forces, 
and prevented the intended reduction of the naval 
establishment from being completed ; thanks were 
returned for the cheerfuneos and public spirit widi 
whitft they had granted the supplies. A favonn^la 
representation was made of die pacific disposition 
of other powers, and the usual assurance given of 
en^^^a^onring to secure the public tranqu&Uty. The 
jtj^eech concluded with a recommendation, to prc- 
^lierye and cultivate in their several counties the 
same regard for pnbHc order, and the same dis- 
cernment of their true interests, which had in these 
times diatingolahed the charaetar of his mideaty'a 
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to opposo tbem ; between four ancl five o*clocL la 
the morning the Btitidi regular* made their ap> 
pearance. Major Pitcaim, who UA the adfiinced 
coTpfly rode up to ihem, and called out, " IHsperaew 
▼on zebela ; tarow down your armii and disperje.** 
They still contkMcd in a body, on which he ad* 
▼anoed nearer, discharged hia piatol, and ordered 
hia soldiers to fire. This was done with a hoiaa. 
A dispersion of the militia, was the consequence* 
but the firing of the regulars was nererUieleas oon- 
tinued. Inmvidnals, nuding they were fired upon, 
tihoagh dispersing, returned the mre. Three or four 
of the militia were IdUed on the green; a few mmro 
were shot after they had begun to disperse. Tho 
royal detachment proceeded on to Concord, and ex- 
ecuted their commission. They disabled two twenty- 
four pounders, threw 5001b. of ball into riTers aiM 
weDa, and broke in pieces about sixty barrels oi 
flour, llie klD^s troops harlng done Ihoir busi- 
ness, began their retreat towards Boston. Iliis waa 
conducted with expedition, for the adjacent inhab- 
itants had assembled in arms, and began to attack 
Ihem in every direction. In their return to Lex- 
ington they were exceedingly annoyed, both by 
those who pressed on their rear, and others, who- 
pouring in on all aides, fired from behind stone 
walls, and similar corerts, which supplied the place 
of lines and redoubts. At Lcxin^n the regulan 
were joined by adcfachment of mne hundred men, 
under lord Piercy, which had been sent out by gen- 
eral Gage to support Ueutcnant-cohmcl Smith. Thiii 
reinforcement haying two pieces of cazmon, awed 
the provincials, and kept them at a greater dis- 
tance, but they continued a constant, though hcre- 
gular and scattering fire, which did great execu- 
tion. The close firing fi-em behind the walls fay 
good marksmen, put the reg^ular troops in no smau 
confusion, but they nevertheless kept up a brisk re- 
treating fire on the militia and minute-men. A lit- 
tle after sunset the regulars reached Bunker's 
Hill, worn down with excessire fatigue, having 
marched that day between tiiirty and forty milee. 
On the next day they crossed Gharlestown ferry. 
and returned to Boston. . 

The provincial congress of Massachusets, which 
was in sesaion at the time of the Lexington battle, 
despatched an account of it to Great Britain, accom- 

Sanled with many depositions, to prove that die 
iridsh troops were the agressors. They also made 
an address to the inhabitants of Great Britain, in 
which, after complaining of their sufferings, they 
say, "These hare not yet detached us from ear 
royal sorereigu ; we profess to be his loyal and dxi- 
tinil subjects ; and though hardly dealt with, as we 
' have been, are still ready, with onr lives and for- 
tunes, to defehd his person, crown, and dignity ; 
nevertheless, to the pemecution and tyranny of hie 
evil ministry, we will not tamelv submit. Appeal- 
ing to heaven for' the justice of our cause, we dew 
termine to die or bo free.** From the commence- 
ment of hostilities, the dispute between Greai Bri- 
tain and the colonies took a new direction. 

Intelligence that the British troops had marched 
out of Boston into the eoimtry on some hostDe pur- 
pose, being forwarded by expresses from one eom- 
mitiee to another, great bodies of the militia, nut 
only from Massachusets bui the adjacent colonies, 
nasped their arms, and marched to oppose them. 
Hitherto tiie Americans had no regular araiy 
From principles of policjr they cautiously avoided 
that measure, lest tiiey might subject themselves to . 
the charge 01 being aggressors. All their military 
regulations were carded on by their militia, and 
under the old established laws of the land. For tho 
defence of the colonies, the inhabitants had been, 
from their early Tears, enrolled in companies, and 
taught the use of arms. The. laws for this purpose 
had never been better observed than for some 

- „ ^-^ „ months previous to the Lexington battle. These 

habitants or the means necessary for carrying them military arrangements, which bad been previous- 

on. With this view he determined to destroy the *'~- * * "' * ' . ^. 

stores which he knew were collected for the sup- 
port of a provincial army. Wishing to accompliw 



faithful and beloved people ; and the continuance 
of wbieh could not wl to render them happy at 
home, and respected abroad. 

STATE OF AFFAIRS IN AMERICA. 

Whilb such were the impolitic proceedings of 
the British miniJrtry, the hostile aspect of ailhirs in 
America became equally alarming, and seemed to 
accelerate that oisis which all good men depre- 
cated and deplored. The colonists had indulged 
themselves in an expectation tiiat the people of 
Great Britain, from a consideration of the dangers 
and difficulties of a war with the colonies, would 
have preferred peace and a reconciliation; but 
when they were convinced of the foQacy of these 
hopes, they turned their attention to the means of 
self-defence. It had been the resolution of many 
never to submit to the operation of the late acts of 
parliamentk Their number daily increased, and in 
the same pr<^ortion that Groat Britain determined 
lo enforce, did they determine to oppose. 

Whatever might be the designs of parliament 
their acts had a natural tendency to enlar|[e the 
demands of the Americans, and to cement their con- 
federacy, by firm principles of union. At first they 
only claimed exemption from internal taxation, bat 
by the combination of the East India company and 
the British ministry, an external tax was made to 
answer all the purposes of a direct internal tax. 
They therefore, m consistence with their own prin- 
ciples, were constrained to deny the right of taxing 
in any form for a supply. But thev still admitted 
the power of parliament to bind their trade. This 
was conceded by congress but a few months befora 
an act passed that they should have no foreign 
trade, nor be allowed to fish on their own coasts. 
The British ministry, bv their successive acts, im- 
pelled the colonists to beUeve, that while the mother- 
country retained any authority over them, that au- 
thority would in some shape or other, be exerted 
so as to answer aU the purposes of a power to tax. 

Prudence, policy, and reciprocal interest, urged 
the expediency of concession; but pride, false hen- 
our, and misconceived dignity, drew in an opposite 
direction. Undecided claims and doubtful n|[hts, 
which under the influence of wisdom and humility 
might have been easUy compromised, imperoeptibly 
widened into an irreconcileable breach* Hatred at 
length took the place of kind aflections, and the ca- 
lamities of war were substituted in lien of the bene- 
fits of commerce. 

In civil wars or rovolutions, it is a matter of moeli 
consequence who strikes the first blow. The com- 
pawiion of the world, is in favour of the attacked, 
and the displeasure of good men fedls on tiiose who 
are the first to imbrue weir hands in human blood. 
For the space of nine months aifter the arrival of 
general^ Gage, the people of Boston condueted their 
opposition with exquisite address. They avoided 
every kind of outrage and violence, preserved peace 
and good order among themselves, successfully en- 
gaged the other colonies to make a common cause 
with .them, and coonteracted general Gage so ef- 
fectually as to prevent hb doing any thing for his 
royal master, while bv patience and moderation 
they screened themselves from censure. Though 
resolved to bear as long as prudence and policy 
dictated, they were all the time preparing for die 
last extremity. They were funushuig themselves 
with arms and ammunition, and training their mUi- 
tia. 

BATTLE OF LEXINGTON. 

Provisions wero also collected and stored in 
different places, particularly at Concord, about 
twenty miles from Boston. General Gage, though 
zealous for his master's interest, discovered a pre- 
vailing desire for a peaceable accommodation. He 
wished to prevent hostilities by depsiving the in- 



this without bloodshed, he took every precantran to 
effect it by surprise, and without luarmiDg the 
country. At eleveii o'clock at night on the 18th 
of April, eight hundred grenadiers and light infan- 
try, the flower of the royal army, embarked at the 
Common, landed at Phipps's Faurm, and marohed for 
Concord, under the command of Ueutenant-colonel 
Smith. About two in tiie morning, one hundred 
and thirty of tho Lexington militia had assembled 



It adopted for'defeuding the colonics from hostile 
French and Indians, were on this occasion turned 
against the troops of the parent state. Forts, maga- 
zines, and arsenals, by the constitution of the coun- 
try, were in the keeping of his mi^esty. Immedi- 
ately after the Lexington battie, these were for the 
most part taken possession of throuahont the colo- 
nies, Dy jparties of the provincial miUtia. Tioendo- 
roga, in which was a small royal garrison, was sur- 
prised and taken by adventurers from difi^rent 
states. Pul^ money which had l>eeu collected in 
consequence of previous granu, was also seiswd for 



GEORGE III. 

flM piovladal coAgreti of Mwm- 
TOCid that ** m vmy of thtarty thouMoid 
M0« ho iooBodtafealy n&Md» tbat ttairteoo thonauid 
abt t W Mlro d be' of tmsir own proTitioe, and ttat a 
lettor and deU^gafte be lent to the Mrend oohmim 
of Now-Uam|Mhiro, Connecticut, and Rhode-Is- 
land." In conoeqaence of thu roto, the bnsincM of 
rocrniting was begaD, and in a tbort time a pro- 
vincial anay wab paraded in the Tieinity of Booton, 
which, though fiur odo^ 



what had been TOted by 
the provincial congrow, waa nnich tuperlor in nunft> 
berN to the toyal army. The ooouaand of tliia force 
waa given to gwieralWard. * 

Reoiatance therefore beiag reiolTed npon by ttie 
AnMHtloans, the jpnlpit, the preoa, the bench, and the 



'££ 



bar, ■rveraUy Tabouxed tonaite and enoonrage 



The clergy of New-Eni^and were a numer 
I, learned, and respectable bodr, whohad a great 
idancy over the minds of thor hearera. They 
connected rd%ion and patriotism, and in their aer- 
moDoand prayer* represented the canao of America 
aa the canse of heaven. The aynod of New-York 
and Philadelphia alao aent Ibrui a paatoral letter, 
which waa pnblidy read in their dmrchea. Thia 
eameatly recommended audi aentiments and con- 
duct ae w«n anitable to their aitoation. Writers 
and printers followed in ti»B rear of the preachera', 
and next to them had the grealeat hand In animat- 
ing their c uunUyui en. Gentlemen of the bench and 
of the bar denied the charge of rebeliioo, and jaafl- 
lied the reaiatance <rf the coloniats. A diatinotion 
founded on law between the king and hia miniatnr 
waa introdnced. The former. It waa contended^ 
could do no wrong. The crikne of treaaun waa 
cliar|;ed on tiio latter, for uaing the royal name to 
vamiah their own unoonatitntiooal meaaorc*. The 
pfaraae of a miniaterial war became common, and 
waa uaed aa a medium for reconciling reaiatance 
with allegiance. 

BATTLB OF BUNKER'S HILL. 

About Hie latter end of May a great part of the 
retaifotcementa ordered from Great Britain, arrived 



at Boston. 



Bnr- 



Tfaree Britiah generala, Howe, 
Coyne, and Clinton, whoae behaviour in the preced> 
lag war had gained them great reputation, alao ar- 
rived on the twenty-JUth of If ajr. General Gage» 
thaa rcrinforced. prepared for artink ^^ mnn de- 
eiaion ; bnt berore he proceeded~to exiremitiea he 
eonoeived it due to ancient fon^ to imue a proda- 
aation, holding forth to the inhaUtanta the alte-- 
native of peace or war. He, therefore, (June ISth,) 
oflhredpaoidon in die Ung'a name to all who abould 
forthwith lay down their arma and return to thair 
reepective occi^ationa and peaceable dutiee, ex- 
eeptfaig only firom the benefit of that pardon Samuel 
Adama and John Hanoock, whoae oflbncea were 
aaid to be of too flagitiooa a nature to admit of any 
other consideration than that of condign pmiah- 
He also prodaimed that not only the per- 
and excepted, bnt alao all their 
adherentv, asaodatea, and correapondenta, diould 
be deemed gniltv of treaaon and rebeUon^ and 
treated accocdingly. By tlda prodamation U waa 
alao declared, ** uat aa the courts of judicature were 
ahnt, martial law should take jdace, tin a due course 
of juatloe ahottld be ro-eatab^abad.** It waa aup- 
pceed Aat thia prodamation waa aprelode to hoa- 
tEUtio*, and preparationa were acoHrdingly made by 
the Americana. A oonaiderable height, by the name 
oC Bnnker'a Bill, Joat at the entrance of the penin- 
anla of Charieotown, waa ao aitaated aa tomaxe the 
poaieasion of it a matter of great oonaeqnenoe to 
either of tlie contending partiea. Ordera were 
therefore iaaued on the 10th of June, by the provin- 
cial commabdera, that a detachment of a t ho u s a n d 
aaen ahonld entrench upon tiiia height. By aome 
Mistake, Breed's HID, high and large, Uke the other, 
bnt aitnated near Beaton, waa marked out lor the 
entrenchmenta, inatead of Bunker'a HiH. The pro- 
▼ineials proceeded to Breeds Hill, and worked with 
ao much diKgesice. that between midnight itod the 
dawn of the momlng ttioy had thrown up 'a email 
ivdoubt about eight roda aquare. They luBpt audi a 



found ailence, thBt tiiey were not heard by th^ 
tiah. on board their veaaela, though very near. 



vroi 

Theoe having derived dmir first infiirmation of what 
waa going on from the sight of Uie work near eom- 
ptotion, began an inceaaant firing upon Uiem. The 
provinoala bora thia with firmneaa, and tfiungh 
they were only young aoldiera, continued to labour 
tin they had ttirown up a amaU breaatwork, eztend- 



log from the eaat dda of Ad redoubt to tha bottom 
of die hill. Aa thia eminftoce overlooked Beaton, 
general Gage thought it neceaaary to drive the pro- 
vindala from it. About noon therefore of the rtb^ 
he detached mi^or-general Howe, and Inigad&er- 
generd Pigot, with the flower of tho army. eonsiat> 
va^ of four battdlona, ten companiea of me gren- 
adiers, and ten of light infantry, with a proportion 
of field artillery, to effect tins bnsineas. Tbeae 
troopa landed at Moreton'a Point, and formed after 
landing, bnt remained in that poaition till they were 
rdnforoed by a aecond detachment of licht-infantry 
and grenadier companiea, a battalion of land forces, 
and a battalion of marlnea, making in t^e whole 
near MOO men. While the troopa who firat landed 
were waiting for thia reinlorcement, the provin- 
dala, for tbeir further aecurity, pulled up aome ad- 
joining poat and rail foncea, and aet them down in 
two parallel Unea at a amall diatance from each 
other, and filled the apace between with hay, which 
having been lately mowed, remained on Oe a4Ja- 
cent ground. 

The Ung'a troopa formed in two Unea, and ad- 
vanced alowly, to give flieir artillery time to demo- 
liah the Amerloan works. While the Britiah were 
advandng to tiie attack, they received orders to 
burn Chariestowo. 

Thonaandt, both within and without Beaton, wera 
anxiona apedatora of the bloody acene. The honour 
of Britiah troopa beat higfa in the breasta of many, 
while otfaero, with a keener aeualbility, fdt for the 
libertiea of a great and growing country. The Bri- 
tiah moved on but slowly, which gave the provin- 
dala a better opportunity for taking aim. The lat- 
ter, in generd reaerved tbemaelvea till tbdr adver- 
aaiiaa were within ten or twelve roda, but then be- 
gan a fuiioua diacharge of amdl arms. The atream 
of the American Ifare waa ao inoeasant, and did ao 
graat execution, that the king's troopa retreated in 
diaorder and predpltation. Tbdr ufflcers rallied 
them. The Amerlrana again reaerved their fire till 
their adversarieo were near, and then put them a 
aecond time to flight. Ctenerd Howe and the ofB- 
oera redoubled tiidr exertiotta, and were at last 
aucceasfd. By thia time the powder of the Ameri- 
cana began ao far to fail, that they were not able to 
keep up the aame brisk fire aa before. The British 
alao brought aome cannon to bear, which raked the 
inaide of the breaat-work from end to end. The flro 
from the ahipa, batteriea, and field artillery, waa re- 
doubled. The radoubt waa attacked on ttiree sidea 
at once. Under theae circumatancea a retreat tnua' ' 
ft waa ordered. 

While tbeae operations wera going on at die 
breaat-work and redoubt the British light infantry 
were attempting to finree the left point of the former,, 
that they might take tiie American line in flank. 
Though they exhibited tiie moat undaunted courage, 
tiiey met with an {opposition which called for ita 
groateat exertionaJ Tho. Drovindals here, in Uke 
manner, reaerved tiidr fire till their adversaries 
were near, and then poured it upon tho light in. 
fkntry, with auoh an in cessa nt stream, and in so true 
a direction, aa mowed down ttiefr ranks. Hie en- 
gagement waa kept op on both aidea with great re- 
aolution. The peraevering exertiona of the king's 
troopa could not compel tSe Americana to retreat, 
tiU tiiey obaerved tiiat tiidr maid body had left di^ 
UIL tnia, when begun, expoaed them to new dan- 
ger, for it could not be enected bnt by marching 
over Charieatown Neck, every part of which waa 
raked by the abet of the Glaagow man of war, and 
of two floating batteriea. 

The number of Americana engaged amounted only 
to 1500. It waa apprehended mat the conqneron 
would puah the advantagea they had gained, and 
march immediately to the Amencan head-qiiartera 
at Cambridge, bnt ttiey advanced no forther than 
Bunker'a HiD ; there they threw up worka for their 
own aec uri ty. The provindala did the aame on 
Praapect Hiu in front of them. Both wera guard- 
ing agaSnat an attack, and both were in a bad con- 
dition to recdve one. The loaa of the peninada 
depreaaed the spirits of the Americana, and their 
great loaa of men produced the aame effect on the 
Britiah. The unexpected resistance of tho Ameri- 
cana waa auch aa wiped away the raproachea of 
cowardloe, which had been cast on them by their 
enemiea in Britain. The spirited conduct of the 
Britiah ofllcers merited and obtdned graat applause. 
The provinciala were juatly entitied to a large por- 
tion of fame, for having made tiie ntaaoat excrtiona 
N 
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of iMr t4v«N«ilM aooMMry to-Adoteo 

night. 

BBCOND CONG&BSS MEETS. 

It hu almdh^ bee^ aMotioBod, ttiat oongracB, 

Srerloufl to its «ntenlnrinii, oa tiM tv«aty<«Utii of 
otober 1/74^ rocoamieiided to the eMoniM to 
eh oooe ' meaabera for anotker to meet on the tenth 
of Kay tns, unleM the rodTCM of their giietnaooe 
WM preTioiutyoblaiaed. 

On their meetfaig they ehoee Peyton Randolph 
fur thehr prerident, and Chaclee Th<raqpaon for their 
•ecretary. On die next day If r. Hancock laid bo> 
Ibre them a rariety ofdepoiitione, prorinc that tibe 
Unc'atroope were die aggreiMra mtiie latehatAe 
at U uiugu m, together with other popora rdatire 
to the neat eraita which hafl Utely taken plaee to 
MaMachneeti : wherenpon oongreae reeblved itaelf 
Into a flommittee of the whole, to take toto eooaider- 
atlon the atoto of America. Iliey proceeded in the 
eame Voe of moderation and flnnneaa, wh&di mark> 
od the acti of their piedoooiMira to tiie paat year. 

The dty and oonn^ of New-York havtog applied 
to congreea for adrtoe, how they ahonld condnct 
themaelvea with regard to tiie tromw expected to 
land Oitee, they were adiriaed ** to act on the 
4efeniiTo 80 long at might bo ooniletent witti 
their nfoty j to ponnit the troops to romain to the 
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uieqr wmntf : to penult tne troona to romain to tbe 
barrackfl ao longaa they bduiTea pea c eab l y, botnot 
to BttlTer fertilicadqpa to be oreetedf or any atope to 
be taken for cotttog off the conunonkatian between 
the town and ooantry." CongroM alio* on the 
aeventeentti of May» reeolrod, '* That exportotion 
to an parte of Biltiah America, which had not 
adopted their aaeociation, ahould immediately 
oeaae ;" and that " no proriaioa of any kind, or 
other necesMriee, be f oralahod to tl<o witlrii fleh. 
oriea on the American ceaate." And ** that no biU 
nf exchange, draught, or order of any ofltoer to tlie 
British army or nary, dieir agenta or contractom, 
be recetred or negotmted, or any money anppUod 
ttem by any perMn in America— that no provfiloao 
or neooManea of any kindbo Anrniahed or aoppUod 
to or for tibe lue of the Britiaharmy or navy, in the 
colony of Maaaachueet'a Bay— that no Teeaeleni. 
ploved to tranaporting Brituh troopa to AoMrica, 
or from one part of Iforth America to another, or 
wariike atores or proriaiona for the uid troops, be 
ttwi0iteA or fumisned with prorisiona or any ne* 
oesaaries.'' These rceoliitions may be conaidered 
aa tbe eonnterpart of die British acto for restrain, 
tog die oommeroo, and prohibiting the ikaheries of 
die colonies. Ihey were calculated to bttag dis- 
tress on the British islands to the West Indiea, 
whose chief dopendance for snboistenoe was on tiw 
Itoportation of pnmsion ftom the American con- 
ftoent. They abo oocasaonod new diAonldca to the 
annport of die. British army and fisheries. The 
coiimiate were so mneh todMted to Great Britain, 
that gOTemment bflla for the most part foond 
■toong them a raody market. A war in the colo- 
niea was therefore made aobaarrient to commerce. 
In tocreastog the sonrcos of remittance. This en- 
abled the mother ooantry, to a great degree, to 
supply her troops without sUppteg money out of 
dto kingdom. From the operanon of these resoln* 
tiona, adrantagea of fhia nature were not onlj cat 
off, bat the supply of the British army rendered 
both precarious and oxpenalre. 

The new congress had been oenToned bat a fow 
da^FS, when their renerable presldBnt, Peyton Ran- 
dolph, was under a necematy of retommg homo. 
On nis departure John Hancock was unanimously 
ohoaen hi« suoeesaor. The ol^octe of . delibesntlon 
picecnted to this new congress were, if 
moro important than those which to the 
year had oagagod the attendon of their 
sors. 

In Ola awM oriaia congress had but -a choice of 
diflculdea. Urn New-England states had olnady 
organised an army and Morlraded general Gage. 
To deeertthem would hnro been oontiary topAl* 
•d folth and to sound poHoy ; to aamtt ttoni 
wenid moke the war general, and Jrnnfn oD tte 
OTOTineea to one general preoBiacaoas atoto ef hee. 
itlity. The roaolntion of the people to ttrntr of 
the latter waa txed, and only wanted pnhUe sane- 
lion for ita operation. Congrem therefore, on the 
twenty-s^th of May. resolTod, '« That for die ox- 
press purpose of denndtog and securing the colo- 
nies, andpreserring them to safoty, agJnat all at* 



tempti to carry the late acts of 
oonnon,'by foroeof arms, they 



to a state of defence ; but aa diey wisitod for ai 

ration of the harmony formerly siihsiatli 

die mother-country and thocolmitos, to 1 

tlon of thismost desirable roconciltotfan, 

and dntiAil pedtion be preoented to 

To reaist and to petitioo were ooeral 

As freenwn fhey osnld not tomeiy sul 

loyal subjceto, wishtog for peace as for aa 

patiUo widi their righia, they oneo asore. to 

character of] 

rancea te the 

dJssuade the Conadtans ftnm cooporattog with 

Bridsh, dkej agato addressed them, topraaonttosr 

die pwm i ci en a tendency of the Queibao act^ «ad 

apologising for their taktogTloondiwoga and Crew» 

Fotot, aaiaaasuriii which were dictated by the grant 

lawofself-prosevvation. About the sai 

Sea took meaaures for wardtog off 
t threatened their frontior inhabit 

to treat with 



ttodr nghla, ttuy oneo asore, n 

potMeners, humbly stated their 

be coun&n fothor of the emnin 
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appelnted, and a supply of goods for their 
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ordered. A talk was 

and transmitted to Aem, to' 

between Great Britato and 

plained, to a ftmiUar Indian stj^. They^ 

that diey bndno tonc e m to the fonuly euarrsl, and 

were urged by the tiea of ancient friendship and n 

conmon Urdi-plaoe, to remato at heme, keep their 

hatehet buried deep, and to ioto nelOer side. 

The noTol shoatite of Masaachuaets made it 
nenemary for the ruling powers of that prorinoo to 
ask the adrioe of c on gr em on a fory toteresdng 
sul^joet, " The toUng np and exeroistog the powens 
of ciril goremmont.*' For amny mondis they bad 
been kept together to tolerable peooe and order by 
the foeooof anelenthafalte, under the sbnpte styto of 
recommendation and adrioe from -popular bodfaa^ 
toToated with.no legisladro anthority. Bat aa war 
now raged to their oorders, and a numerous anay^ 
was aotnaOy raised, some asore eflkdent fonn ef 
coremment became nooessory. At this eariy day 
u neither comported with the wishes nor the do* 
signs of the cohmista to erect forma of i 
indopondent of Grear Britato; 
recommended only such reguladons aa 
mediately neoeasary, and dieso 
nearly as possible to the spirit and substance of die 
diarter, and wera only to last till a g of oinot of Wa 
wuieati^ iqn^ototmottt would consent to gon 
cohmy aocoratog to ito diartor. 

On the aoDM prtociples of nc 
sumption of liew powers became unaToidaMo. 
great intercourse that dafly took ptooe ~ 
the eolonlea, pototed out the propriety of 
ing a general jpoetoflleo. This was 



hto 



done, and Dr. nnnUto, who hod by royal at 
ty been dismissod from 
sibout three years before, was appototad by 
country, the head of the new depardnent. 

While congress waa aoaktog m 
their proposed continental army, it 
pedient once moro to oddrem the fahabltanto 
Great Britato, and to publish to the world a de- 
claration setttog forth dieir reaaona for taktog up 
arms ; to addrcos &e speaker and gentlemen so the 
SMisnlily of Jamaica, and the tohabitants of bo> 
land ; and alao to prefer a aecond hnmfato petHlen 
to the ktog. In their address to the tohah&anto el 
Great Britato, they agato Tlndicatrd 
from Recharge of ainitogattodopenden< 
thefa* wflttngnoM to sAmit to the soretol ante of 
trade and narigation which wore passed bofoio the 

C»ar 176S, recapitulated their reasons for tuianllnn 
rd NorA'a condUatory motion, stated dio head- 
-^ .. " the opendona of the royal 

of Britite wonU bo to 
te 




GEORGE IIL 

TUb WW ■•* faii<< ^ any yrivat* hi- 

» but WM an dnbdon ^eibred firamfbair 

loMwIedfe of the poncililtti of policy, by whkA 
•tateo iiMoBy regvliu* tlMir oondnot towsraa Mfoh 
othor. 

Bvt their petitkm to the khif , wUch wm drawn 
op at the aaaie time, produced more aoUd adraa- 
tageo in farovr of ue Amexioaa eaeie, than aay 
other of their pnoductioiia. In thia, among other 
tUnsa, It WM atated, " that, notwitfaatandlnK their 
aiiffeviii0i, tiiev had retaiaed too Ugh a regard ftn* 
tiw kingdom from widt^'they deriTed their origin, 
to reqneat aneh a reconciliaaon ai aeight, in an^r 
manner, be Inoonaialeat with her dignfy and wei> 
fiune. Attached to hia uMueety'a peraon, nonily, and 
gorernment* with all the doTOOon thnt principle 
and affection can inap&ra, connected wita Great 
Britain by the atronge«t tiea that can naite aoeiety, 
and deploring erery erent that tended in any de- 
Mee to weaken them, they not only moat fsrrentiy 
iaeafared the former harmony between her and tlie 
eoloniea to be restored, bat that a oonoord might 
be eatnbiialfted between tliem, upon ao firm a baalo 
as to perpetuate ita bleninga, miintermptod by any 
Aitaore diaaentiona, to Bacoeeding generationa, in 
both eemktriea. They, therefore, beaeeohed that 
hia majeaty would be pleaaed to direct aome mode 
by which the nnited applicatfama of hia foidiful 
coloniata to the throne, in pmsnance of their ooaa- 
mon oenncila, might be imptorod into a happv and 
nermanent rocondliatioo.'! By thia laat aanae^ 
ft ia aaid that ooagveaa meant timt €bm mother* 
country should propoae « plan for catahHahing, 
by compact, aomethiug like a Magna Cbarta wt 
the ooloaiea. 

Tliia welVmeant petition waa piea e nt e d oo Sop* 
tcmbcr lat, 1779, by Mr. Peon and Mr. Lee; and 
on tlm 4th, lord Dartmouth infonaed them, *< that 
ta It no answer would be given." Thia ali^t con- 
tributed not a little to the union and peraeverance 
of the eoloniea. When preaaed by the calamities 
•f war, a doubt would sometimea ariae to tiie 
minda of acrupulona penons, that they had been 
too haaty in tneir oppoaitlon to thefar protecting 
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dhreoted by a aound jadgqiemt| he waa bettor ftttad 



GENERAL WASHINGTON APPOINTED 
COMMANDER IN CHIEF. 

"A HiLiTABT Opposition to the armlea of Great 
Britain being reaolved upon by the cc^laa, it be- 
came an olgect of conaequence to Ax on a proper 
feraon to conduct that opposition. On the 10tti of 
one, George Waabington waa, by an unanimooa 
Vote, appointed commander in chief of aD tiie 
/orcea ralMd, or to be raised, for the defence of the 
ccdoniea. It waa a fortunate drcumatance attend- 
ing hia electioa, that it waa accompanied with no 
competltion^and followed by no envy. 

General Washington, Dr. Ramaay informa ua, 
waa bom on the lltti of February 17Sa. Hia edu- 
eation waa such aa faronied the production of a 
aoUd mind and a rigoroua body. Mountain air, 
abundant ezerdse in the open country, the wlwde* 
aome toila of the chase, and the delightAil acenes 
of rural life, expand e d hia limba to an unnanal, Imt 
graceful and weU-pro^rtioued aiae. Hia youth 
was spent in the acouisition of useful knowledge, 
and in pnxaui?s tending to the improyement of hia 
fortune, or the benefit of his o uuuUy . Fittad more 
for aatire than for speculadre life, he deroted the 
crenter propvrtion of his time to the former ; but 
fhaa was amply compensated by hia being flrequent> 
ly In such situationa aa called forth the powera of 
Ua mind, and atrangthened them by repeated ex- 
ercise. Early in life, in obedience to hu comtnr's 
can, he entered the military Upe, and begun w» 
eareer of fome in opposing that power in concert 
with whoae troopa hie acquired ma last and moat 
diaringnialied honoura. He waa with genend Brad- 
dock m 17M, when that unfortOMte MBcer, from an 
esKoaa of bvmrr, ob oae radwr to aaarifiee his army 
thon to retreat from an unseen foe. The remalna 
of that unfortmiate eorpa were brought off tim field 
of buttle diiefiy by ttie address and goodcondnot of 
colonel WasUagton. Alter the peace of Paris, 1T08, 
ho retired to his estate, and with great indnrtryand 
aucceaa pursued the arts of peaceful life. When 
the proceedings of the British parljaament alarmed 
the colonials with appvehensiona that a blow waa 
loTellod at their libeftiea, he again came forward 
Into public Tiew« and waa appelated a delogaio to 



for the esalted atation to whloh he waa caned, than 
BMny odMons who to a graaiar btilllaaoy of porta 
freqimntiy add the eooentrloity of originel gMiuo, 
Bngatfed in the busy acenea of Ufe, ho knew Im* 
man nature, and die moat proper method oi ae- 
compUahing the proposed ott^wts. His passioaa 
were sulidned, and kept in suli^eetlon to reason. 
Hia aoul, superior to puty t^^t, to pr^ndico, and 
illiberal Tiews, mored accordmg to the unpulaea It 
reoeirod Ikmn an honeat heart and a aound judg- 
ment. He was habituated to tfow tilings on erery 
aide, to consider them in aU relations, and to traoo 
the pooaAle and probable eonaequencea of propoaed 
measures. Much addicted to doae thinking, hia 
mted waa constantly employod. By fluent ex- 
erdae, Ua understanding and judgment expanded 
ao aa to be aUe to diaoans truth, and to know 
what waa proper to bo done in the moat diflteult 
conlunetaTea* 

' Coeval with the reaolntiona for ndafatg an army, 
waa anodiOT for endttfaia a sam not exooeding two 
ndUiona of Spanish milled dollars, in bills of credit 
for the defence of America, and the eoloniea were 

eodged for the redemption of them. Tfataoomwaa 
creased firem time to time by ftntlier emissiona. 
The colonies Jiaving neither money nor rerenue at 
their command, were forced to adopt thia expedi- 
ent^ the only one which waa In their power for unp- 
porting an 'army. No one delegate oppoaed me 
meaauro. 80 great had been the credU of the for 
mer emissiona of peper in die gre a ter part of tho 
eoloniea, tfiat-Tory fow at that time foresaw or ap- 
prehended tiie eonaequencea of nnfouded paper 
emissions ; but had all the consequencea which re- 
sulted from this measure io the course of the war 
been foceaeen. It must, notwithstanding, have been 
adopted. A mippy Ignorance of future events, com- 
bined wl^ ^e ardour of the timea, prevented many 
reflections <m ttds snl^ect^ and gave credit and dr- 
oulatkm to theae biDa. 

When geneml Washlnglon arrived at Canibridge, 
July third, he waa reoeived with the Joyfol acclama- 
tmna of the American army. At the bead of hia 
troopa be published a declaration, previously drawn 
iq> by congress, in the nature of a manifesto, settiBg 
finrtfa the raasona for taldng mp arms. In this, after 
enumerating varioua grievancea of the colonies, 
and viudlcanng them from a premeditated design 
of estabUsfaing independent states, it was added, 
" In our own native land, in defonce of the freedom 
which Is our birthright, and which we ever exuoyed 
tiU tiio late violation of it— for the p rot e ction of our 
property, acquired aolely by the Induatry of our 
forefothers and ourselves agaiaat tlolence actually 
ofibred— we have taken up arms ; wo shall lay fliem 
dowti when hostilities ahall ceaae on the part of the 
aggresson, and all danger of their behig renewed 
shaD be removed, and not before." 

When general Washington joined Ifio Amerleaa 
army, he found the British fattreachod on Bnnkei^ 
HiU, having alao three fieotfaig batteriea In M^atio 
river, and a twenty ran ship mIow the ferry, be- 
tween Beaton and Caaileatown. They had abo a, 
battery on Copsels Hill, and were strongly fortified 
on tfio Neck. The Americana were intrenched at 
Winter Hfll, Prospect HiU, and Roxbury, oommup 
nicating wiu one another by small poets, over a 
distance of ten mUea. There were alM partiea ata- 
tioned in several towna along the aea«oaat. They 
had neither engineers to plan snitable worka, aor 
sufikient tools for tiieir erection. 

Embarraasments from varioua quarters occurred 
la die ftnmation of a oontinental army. Hie ap. 
pdntment of general a^ucxn made by congresa waa 
not satisfoetory. Enterpriatag leaden had come 
forward with their followers, on the commenco- 
meat of hostilities, without scrnpoloua attention to 
rank. When diese were all blended together, it 
waa fanpoesibio to aasign to evefv oiBcer fte atadon 
which hia aervicea merited, or hia vanity demand- 
ed. Materials for a good army were collected. 
The hoid^dadmen who fiew 'to fina were acdre, 
aealoua, and of unquestionable codrage; but to in* 
troduce discipline and subordination among tret 
men, who were habituated to think fin- themselvea, 
was aa arduoua labour. 

The want of svstem and of union, under Jpoper 
heads, pervaded every department. From the w. 
cmnstance that the penona employed in providiag 
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lor fhii wmy w«re 
«ww w«a«.. miMh WMte and xnm^oemary delay* 
were oocanoaed. The mope of the difisrent co- 
lonies came into aenrlce noder Taxied establish- 
ineiits — aomewere enlisted with the ezpreaa condi- 
tion of chooatng their officen. The rations promised 
by the local le^latures raried both as to quantity, 
quality,' and price. To form one uniform mass of 
tneae dkoordant materu|ls, and to subject the lioen- 
lionsness of independent freemen to the control of 
nitttary discipline, was a delicate and difficult busi- 



Ihe continental army put under tiie command of 
general Wastungton, amounted to about 14^00 
men. These had been so judiciously stationed 
round Boston, as to confine the British to the town, 
•nd to exclude them from the forage andproTisions 
which the a^jaoent country and islands in Boston 
Bay afforded. The force was thrown into three 
grand divisions. Oeneral Ward commanded the 
fight wing at RoKbnry: General Lee the left at 
PkxMpect mil ; and the centre was commanded by 
general Washington. 

When some effectual pains had been taken to 
discipline the army, it was found that the term for 
which enlistments had taken place, was on tiie 
point of expiring. The troops ftom Connecticut 
and Rbode-uland were only engaged till the ftrst 
day of December ins, and no part of, the army 
longer tiian the first day of Januarv 1776. Sueh 
mirtaken ^prehensions respecting the future con- 
duct of Great Britain preTsiled, tb«t many thought 
the appearance of a determined spirit 9f resistance 
would lead to a redress of ail their grierances. 

Towards the close of tiie year (mi the 10th of Oc- 
tober) general Gage sailed for En|^and, and the 
command of the British troops deTolred on general 
Howe. 

' The Massachnsets assembly and continental con- 
gress, both resolved to fit out armed vessels to 
cruise on the American coast, for the purpose of 
intercepting^ warlike stores and supplies designed 
for the use of the British army. The ol^ect was at 
first Umited, but as d&e proepect of accommodation 
ranished, it was extended to a]l«British proper^ 
afloat on tiie high seas. Hie Americans were dif- 
fident of tiieir ability to do any thing on the water 
in opposition to tiie greatest naval power in the 
world ; but finom a combination of circumstances, 
their first attempts were snccessftiL 

On the 99th of Novemiier, the Lee privateer, 
captain Mauley, took the brig Nancy, an ordnance 
Tessel from Woolwich, containing a large br^ss 
mortar, several pieces of brass cannon, a large 
quantity of arms and ammunition, with all manner 
of tools, utensils, and machines, necessary for 
camps and artillery. Had congress sent ui order 
for supplies, diey could not have made out a list 
of articles more suitable to their situation, than 
what was thus providentially thrown into their 
hands. 

In about nine days after, three ships, with vari- 
ous stores for the British army, and a brig from 
Antigua witii rum, were taken by captain Manley. 
Before five days more had elapsed, several otiier 
store-ships were captured. By these means the 
distresses of the British troops in Boston were in- 
creased, and supplies for tne continental army 
were procured. Maval captures being unexpected, 
were matter of triumph to the Americans, and of 
surprise to the British. 

FORT TIcdNBE^OGA TAKEN. 

Wbilk tiiese al&uis were transacting, a bold 
enterprise was undertaken by the Americans 
against the British possessioas on the frontiers of 
Canada, and this it will be proper to relate be- 
fore we retkixn to the transactions of the mother- 
country. 

Situated on a promontory, formed at the junc- 
tion of tiie waters of Lake George and Lake Cfham- 
plain, Ttconderoga is the key of all communication 
between New York and Canada. Messrs. Deane, 
Wooster, Parsons, Stevens, and others of Connec- 
ticut, planned a scheme for obtaining possession of 
this valuable post. Having procured a loan of 
IWO dollars of public money, and provided a sufll- 
eient quantity of powder and ball, diey set off for 
Bennington, to obtain the co-operation of colonel 
Alien of that place. Two hundred and seventy 
men, mostiy of ti;at braTo and hardy people who 
are called green mountain boys, were speedily eol- 
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lected at Gastleten, whkh was flxedon as the pIno* 
of feade«TOus. At this plaup colonel Amolfi, who^ 
though attended only with a servant, was ptesg 
cutfang the same object, unexpectedly Joined them. 
He had been early chosen a captain of a volunteer 
company, by the mhabltanta of New Haven, among 
whom he resided. As soon as he received news of 
the Lexington battle, he marched off with his com- 
pany foMT the vicinity of Boston, and arrived there, 
though 100 mUes distant, in a few days. Immedi- 
ately after his anrlral, he waited on tte Mawecilui 
sets committee of safety, and informed them, that 
there were at 'neon<teroga many pieces of cannon, 
and a great quantity oC valuable stores, and that 
the fort was in a ruinous condition, and garrisoned 
only by about 40 men. They appointed him • 
oolenel, and commissioned him to raise 400 men, 
and to take TIconderoga. The leaders of the party 
which had previonly rendesvonsed at Casneton, 
admitted ooknel Arnold to join them, and <t was 
agreed tiiat colonel AUen should be the conmand- 
er in chief of the expedition, and tiiat colonel Ar- 
nold shoidd be his assistant. They proceeded witi^ 
out delay, and arrived In the night of the 9th of 
May at Lake Champlain, opposite to TIconderoga. 
Allen and Arnold crossed orer with 89 men, and 
landed near the garrison. The eommander, euik 

Jirised in his bed, was called upon to surrender the 
ort ; he asked by what authority f Colonel Allen 
replied. " I demand it in tiie name of tiie great 
Jehovah, md of the continental congress." Ne 
resistance was made, and tiie fort, with its valuable 
stores, and forty-dght prisoners, fell into the hands 
of the Americans. The boats had been sent hmdt 
tut the reimdnder of the men, but the businem was 
^ne before they got over. Colonel Seth Warner 
was sent off witii a party to take possession of 
Crown Point, where a sergeant and twelve men 
performed garrison duty. This was speedily effect- 
ed. The next otject ealUng for the attention ot 
the Americans, was to obtain the command of Tiake 
Champlain ; but to accomplish this, it was 



sary for them to get possession of a sloop of war, 
lying at St. John's, at the northern extremity of the 
lake. With the view of capturing this sloop, It was 
agreed to man and arm a schooner lying at South 
Bay, and that Arnold should command her, and 
that Allen should command some batteaux tm tlw 
same expedition. A fovouraUe wind carried the 
schooner a-head of the batteaux, and oolond AmoM 
got immediate possession of the sloop by surprise. 
The wind again favouring him, he returned with 
his i»rise to TIconderoga, ^nd r^oined oohmel Al- 
len. The latter soon went home, and the fotmer, 
with a number of men, agreed to remain tiiere ia 
jrarrison. In tlds rapid manner the possession ef 
Ticonderoga, and the command of Lake Champlain^ 
were obtained, without anj loss, by a few deter- 
mined men. Intelligence of these events was in a 
few days communicated to congress, which met for 
the first time, at ten o'clock of the same day in the 
morning of which TIconderoga was taken. Aey 
rqoiced in the spirit of enteiprise displayed by 
their countrymen, but feared the charge of being 
aggressora, or of doinff any tiling 'to widen the 
breadi between Great Britam and the colonies : for 
an accommodation was at that time nearly tiieir 
unanimous wish. They therefore recommended to 
the committees of the cities and counties of New 
York and Albany, to cause the cannon and stores 
to be removed from TIconderoga to the soutii end of 
Lake George, and to take an exact inventory of 
them, " in order that they migdt be safely returned 
when the restoration of tiie former harmony be* 
tween Great Britain and the colonies, so ardently 
wished for by the latter, should render it prudent 
and consistent with the over-ruling law of sdf-pre- 
servation.*' 

EXPEDITION AGAINST QUEBEC. 

Colon kl Arnold hsving begun his military eareer 
with a series of successes, was urged by 1^ native 
impetuosity to prqjeot taore extensive operations. 
On the 13th of June he wrote a letter to congrese. 
strongly urging an expedition into Canada, and of- 
fering with 9000 men to reduce the whole province. 
In his ardent aeal to oppose Great Britain, he hud 
advised the adoption ofan offensiire war, even be* 
fore con g r es s had organised an army or appointed 
a single military offleer. Hir impootunity was aft 
last successfuL Sueh was the increasing fervew 
oithe puUio nindia ind, that what iatiw eariy 
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of fbB y««r VM dMmed vlolMit and daagot^ 
•M, WAS la itt iw o f iMi ptonomiood bodi 0M)d«r«to 



Sir Gay Carieton, flw Ung** voTemor in Canada, 
■0 aoonar .haard that tha Anwiieaaa had rarpriaad 
IWondCTOga and Crown Point, and obtainad tha 
qwnmand of Laka Champlain, tlian lie planned a 
•obema for their racorary. Having only a few re- 
■alar troopa oader his command, na eadeavoored 
to Indnee the Canadiana and Indiana to cooperate 
with him ; bat they both declined. He eotabliahed 
anartial law, that he might comoal die inhaUtanta 
to take OD arma. TluBy declared theoMelTea ready 
ta defbnd the prorinoe, bat leAued to march 
oat of it, or to ccanaaenoa hoatilitiea on tiiair neiglb- 



Congreta had oomniitted the management of 
Ihdr militury arrangemenli. In this northern de- 
it, to f^eneral Schnyler and general If ont- 
While the former remained at Albany, to 
1 Indian treaty, the latter was fent for- 
to TkModeroga, with a body of troopa from 
New York and New En|^and. Soon after reach- 
teg TfeondefOflPR, he made a moTement down Lake 
OMmnlain. General Schayler overtook him at 
Cape la Motto : whence they moved on to Isle anx 
Nouc. Aboot tnia time general Schnyler addrened 
the InhaUtanti, inforaung theaa, " tiwt the only 
^ewa of oongreoo were to raatora to them tfaoaa 
n|^la which every rolisJect of the British emptre. of 
whatever religioaa sentimenta he may be, is entitled 
ta ; and that in the ezeoation of diese treats he had 
raealved the most positive orders to cherish every 
Canadian* and every friend to the canse of liberty, 
and sacredly to gaard their property." The Ameri- 
cana, abont 1000 in nomber, on the 10th of Septem- 
ber eilbeted a landing at St. John's, which being the 
Ant British post in Canada, lies only llA miles to 
tb» northward of Tioondoroni. The British piqaets 
were driven into the fort The environs were then 
leoonnoitersd, and the fortiAcations were foond to 
be mnch stronger than had been sospected. This 
iadnced the calling of a oonaeU of war, which re- 
eaauMnded a retreat to Isle aox Noix, twelve 
aHaa aoath of St. John's, to throw a boom acroas 
the dmnnel, and to erect works for its dofeace. 
Boon after tfiis event an eatreme bad state of 
iMaldi induced general Schnyler to retire to Tloon- 
deroga, and die command devolved on general 
Jaontgomery. 

TUa enterprising oAcer in a few days retonLad 
to fhe vidni^ of St. John's, and opened a battery 
againat it. Ammunition was so scarce that the 
sie g e ooold not be carried on with any prospect of 
speedy success. Ilie general detached a sm^ 
Body of troopa to attempt the redaction of Fort 
ChamUee, only six miles distant Sacc«ss attend- 
ed this enterprise. By its aarrender rix tons of 
gvnpowder were obtained, which enabled the gen- 
eral to pnMOcate the siege of St John's with vi- 



The garrison, thoagh straitened for provi- 
sions, persevered in defending thenisdves with nn- 
abating fortitode. While general Montgomery was 
prosecuting this siege, the governor of the pro- 
Yinoe collected at Montreal aboat 800 men, chiefly 
mOiiia and Indians. He endeavoared to cross the 
rirer St Lawrence with this force, and to land at 
LongneO, intending to proceed thence to attack die 
besiegers ; but colonel Warner with 300 green moon- 
tain boys and a four-poonder, prevented the execn^ 
Hon of the design. The governor's party was suf- 
fcred to come near the shore, but was then fired 
upon with such effect as to make them retire, after 
sustaining great loss. 

An account of this aflhir being communicated to 
Uie garrison in St. John's, nu^or Preston, the com- 
manding officer, surrendered, on receiving honour- 
able terms of capitulation. 

After tibe reduction of St John's, general Mont 

Kmery proceeded towards Montreal. The few 
itish forces there, unable to stand dieir ground, 
repaired for safety on board the shipping, in hopes 
of esr.aping down the river ; but they were prevent- 
ed by colonel Baston. who was stationed at die 
point of Sorel rirer with a number of continental 
troops, some cannon, and an armed gondola. Goup 
eral Presco^ who was on board with several offl- 
and about 190 privates, having no chance to 
>e. submitted to oe prisoners on terms of capip 
Eleven sail of ressels widi all thdr con- 
w, eoBSisdng of aaununition, provision, and en- 
titMhhig tods, became the property of the provia- 




this 

vpyed In a boat with muAad paddlaa by a aaerat 
way to the Three Rivers, and thenee te Qoebee in a 
few days. 

When Montreal was evaeoated by the troopa, dia 
inhabitants applied to general Montgomery for a 
capitulation. He informed them, that as they ware 
defenceless, they could not expect such a concee 
sioQ, but he engaged upon his honour to ""'Htriin 
the indlviduab and rek^ous oommunides of tiie 
city, in the peaceable emojrment of their property, 
and the free exevdM of their religion. In all fam 
transactions, ho spoke, wrote, and acted widi dig- 
nity and propriety, and- In piurdcular treated tlm 
Inhabitanta with liberality andpolitent 



Montreal, which at thia time surrendered to fhm 
provincials, carried on an extensive trade, and con- 
tained many of those articlea, which from the oper- 
adon of the resolutions of congress could not be im- 
ported into any of die united colonies. "Pnm these 
stores the American soldiers, who had hidierte sul^ 
fored fh>nt the want of suitable dothing, obtained a 
plentiful supply. 

General MontaoBBerv, after leavtag some troopa 
In Montreal, and sending dotachmenta faito diilbr 
eat parti d the province to encourage the Cana- 
dians, and to forward provisions, advanced towarda 
the capital. His little army arrived with expedi- 
tion before Quebec. Snooass had hidierto crowned 
every attempt of geheral Montgomery, but notwUb- 
standing his situation was very embarrassing. la 
the choice of diflkmlties, the genius of Montgomery 
surmounted many obstacles. During hb short 
career, he oondnoted himself with so much pra- 
dence, as to Baaka It doubtful whether we ought 
to admire most the goodness of the man or the ad- 
dress of the general. 

About the same time that Canada was Inraded, 
in the usual route from New- York, a considerable 
detachment from the American army at CambrUge 
was condurted into that royal provinoe br a new 
and unexpected passage. Colonel AmoU, who 
successfully conducted this bold undertaking, du«a> 
bv acquired the name of the American Hannibal. 
Toe moat pointed instruedons had been given te 
this corps, to cqn<9Bate die affections of tbm Cana- 
dians. It 'was partieularly en)oined iqpon than* If 
the son of lord Chatham, then an officer in one of 
the British regiments in that province, should foU 
into their hands, to treat him with all noasihie at 
tention, in return for the great exerOooa of hli 
father in bduUf of American liberty. 

While general Montgomerv lay at Montreal, col- 
onel Arnold arrived CNovember 8di] at Point Levy 
opposite to Quebec. Such was the consternation 
of the garrison and inhahitanta at his unexpected 
appearance, that had not d»e river intervened, an 
immediate attack in die first survrise and confuaion^ 
might have been aucceasful. lae onbarraasmenta 
of the garrison were increaaed by the abaence of Sir 
Guy Carleton ; that gallant oAceTf on hearing of 
Montgomery'a iuTasion, prepared to oppose him te 
the extremes of the province. While ne was col* 
lecdng a force to attack invaders In one direcdon, 
a different corps, emerging out of the depths of an 
unexplored wUdemess, suddenlv appeared firom 
another. In a few days after colonei Arnold had 
arrived at Point Levy, he crossed die river St 
Lawrence, but his chance of succeeding by a eoum 
de wMin was in that short space gready diminished. 
The critical moment was passed. The panic occa-. 
sioned by his first appearance had abated, and soUd 
ineparadons for the defence of the town were adopt* 
ed. The luhabitauts, both English and Canadians, 
as soon as danger preased, united for their common 
defence. Alsrmed for their property, they were, 
at their own request embodied for its security. The 
sailors were taken from die shipping in the har- 
bour, and put to the batteries on shore. As oohmel 
Arnold had no artillery, after parading some days 
on the heights near Quebec, he drew off his troops. 
Intending nothing more until the arrival of Mont 
gomery, dian to cut off supplies from entering tha 
garrison. 

At the tinM the Americans were before Mon- 
treal, general Carleton, as has been related, escap* 
ed through their hands, and got safe to Quebec. 
His presence was itself a garrison. The confi- 
dence reposed in hia talents. Inspired the men un- 
der his command to make the aaost de^rmined 
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ber effBcted at Pofai «u TNablM a jonetion with 
coloael AnuM, oommenoad the ciage of Qa«b«H 
, Towvdi tke«udof themar, Um tide offortime 
began fo turn. DiMennone broke out between 
cebaal Arnold and mmm of Ue oiloeiv» threatening 
.tfas aanjaiileiion of discipline. The continental c«r- 
•tenej had no drcnlation in Canada, and all the hard 
ley iiomithed ffnr the expedition was nearly ex- 
Difievlties of eyery kind were daily in- 
creasing. Tlie extremities of latigne were oonstant- 
Iv to be enoonntered. The eztrenlty of winter was 
ast i4»proai^ing. Fkom these comianed eiroinn- 
stances, aeDerof Montgomery was impreised with 
a coaviedoo, that the nege should either be raised, 
or brooj^ to a samaaary termination. To stonn 
dm place was the only feasible method of effecting 
tlw mtter purpose; but this was an undertaking^ in 
wliich snecess was bat bai«ly possible. 

The carriMm of Qoebeo at this time consisted of 
,nbeat UM men, of which 80t were militia, and 450 
'w e re seamen iMonging to the king's frigates, or 
BMRhante' ships in the harbonr. The rest were 
maiines, regulars, or colonel Maclean's new raised 
«9ilgrattti. Tlie American army consisted of about 
MO men. Some had been left at Montreal, and near 
-a third of Arnold's detaclnnent, as has been related, 
•had mtamed te C 



ATTACK ON QUEBEC AND DEATH OF 
MONTOOMBRY. 

Obnbral MoNToOHBar having divUed this lit- 
tie forse into four detaeluneats, e^red two feints 
to be nuide against the upper tewn, one by colonel 
liTingstOD, at the bead of the Canadians, against 
fit. John's gate ; and the other by UM^or Brown, 
against Cape Diamond, reservlna to himself and 
«<rionei Anu>ld the two principal attacks against 
tbm lower town. At ilve o'dodi in tibe mommg of 
the 31st of December general Meni 
agaiast the lower town. He pa«sed the irst barrier, 
and was jost opening to attack the second, when 
he was killed, together with his aid-decamp, cap- 
tain John M«Pknson„ captain Cheesman, and some 
ethers. This so dispirited the aaen, that colonel 
Campbdl, en wlnnn die command derolTed, thought 
proper to draw them oC In tlte mean time Mrionel 
Arnold, at the head of about 8M aaen, passed tiuou^ 
St. Roch, ahd approached near a two-gan battery, 
without being dUoovered. Tliis he attacked, and 
thoagfa it was well defended, canied it, but with 
considerable loss. In teis atta<^ colonel Arnold 
received a woaad, whldi aude it necessary to car- 
ry him oir the field of battle. His party nererthe- 
centinaed die assault, and pushing on, made 
I masters of a second barrier ; but find- 
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and the adrsntageons sitnatUa of thakr 
The loss of the Asaerieans, in kfUed 
WM about 100, and. 800 w« 
priBoners. 

This deKTeraace of Quebec asay be i 
a proof how much may be dene by < 
praserration of a country. It i ~ 
diers may in a short tiaaa be temeif eat of thai 
^af citisens. 

The conlUct being over, the ill win which hni 
suhsistad, doing the siege, between tlie roval and 

Erorincial troops gave way to senfimenttf of nun 
J. Um Americans who sanendered, wars 
ed with kindness. Ample prorisions were 
fer their wounded, and no 
showntoany. Few men have ever fallan in batde 
so much lu j nett e d br both sides as g( 
gcmhry. His wdUmown character 
eonally esteemed by the friends and i 
wMchae had espoused. In America he 
brated as a martyr te the Bberdes of mankind; in 
Great Britain as a misguided good man, sacrifidaff 
te what ha supposed to be the rights of " 

ASPECT OF AFFAIRS. 

A SBBiis of disasters followed the royal > 
the year I7T5. General Gage's army wm 
ap in Besten, and rendered aeeltes. In the . 
states, where a sflsaU Ibroe would have 
Impresrion, the royal goremers wer 
Much was done to irritete the 
and to cement their union, but vay Htde, miha fta 
the way of conquest or concession, to suiidae tknt 
spirits or conciuato their affections. 

In ^is year the people of AaiMrica generally 
took their side. Every art was made use of by dte 
popular leaders to attach the inhabitants to then 
caase ; nor were the votaries of the royal iate res t 
inacdve. But little impression was asade by the 
latter, except amona the unfaafonned. The great 
mass of die wealth, learning, and influence, m al 
the southern colonies, and in most of IhB northern, 
was in fevonr of the American cause. Sonw aged 
persons were exceptions to the contrary. Attuned 
to ancient habits, and eq|oving the firnito of their 
industry, they were slow m approving new m ea s ^ 
ures snbveis^e of the former, and endangering" 
the latter. A few who had basked in the sansUna 
of court favour, were restrained by honour, ptincft- 
ple, and interest, fhnn forsaking the fountain ef 
their einoymente. Some feared the power ef Bri- 
tain, and others doubted die perseverance of AaMr> 
ica ; but a great m^rity resolved to haaard evefy 
thing in prefiBreBce to a tame sabnisrion. 



NOTES TO CHAPTER XL 



1 The assembly of South Caro* 
Una voted lOOOf . to this fund ; 
and the committee. In tiieir 
letter of thanks for the fovour, 
took care, among other in- 
flammatory saggestions, to 
hint that the parUantent, as 
then constituted, had no right 
to levy taxes either in Eng- 
land or America, and that 



"demands which were made 
without sathority, shouKl be 
heard without oliedience." 
% This petition having been re- 
ffarred by the king to the privy 
coundl, and ur. F^ranklin 
being summoned in his oBk- 
dal capacity to support the 
charges, the lords of the coun- 
cil made their report to his 



mi^esty, "that the pedt 
was founded upon foise and 
erroneous allegadons, and 
diat die same b gronnOess^ 
vexations, and scandalouai 
and calculated only for 1km 
seditions purposes ofkeeciing 
up a spirit of daaaoar and 4ia- 
oootent in the pfovinoa." 
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CHAPTER XIL 



/tataf ^feei* tf the Wlgr-^BUeHmg 9f ParliameM^Jh/Ktian 0/ the Dmke •f Graftom and Gtntrai 
OMwoyAwM tke Mimiiint—MtrodmeiUm qf/oreigm troops—ProMMiorw BiU-Ctimges in the MHtU- 
trjf'-Ajfittrt •[ irtiamd—DtbQiea vmfiireigm troops— Oonciusi^m of tke JlfessUm^Bestan evaemated 69 
tke SHMsk—iiefe of Quebec rmiMd^Amerieatu de/^emted em tke Imktw- Unaueeee^fut attempt ^tpom 
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p rieemt r See tJmm t emt eged T% %eUm 9i Wak 



d^femted 



EFFECTS OP THB WAB, 



f YIHE war in Atnerica had do wHmer leffioiulj 
X eowmeetcod, than its fatal efihota were experi- 
enced in the trading world. The manalhctnres and 
trade of Great Britain appeared completely at a 
etand lA all the great provnicial towns and cities, 
Bristol and lirerpooL in partidftlar, snlTered con- 
siderably ; and in the ktter place, tiM African trade 
being almost annilailatad by the war, and nmnbers 
of seamen having been thrown ovt of empknr, some 
dangerous rioti took plpoe in die month of Aof nst, 
and were only qndled by tiie arriral of a mihtary 
force from Manchester. 

Motwitlistandiag the confldent boasts of ministry, 
^at the forces which had been irotod In the last 
session were fUllj adeqnate to the sid^agation of 
America, it was round that they were not siiAoient 
to maintain their ground in the dty of Boston* 

Negotiations for foreign troops, tfaeraforef heftame 
ahaolntely necessary. Rossla was applied to in 
▼ain, nor coold the Dvtoh be prerailed on to part 
with their Scotch brigade tat this neforioas sei^ 
Tioe. 

l^^th tke slaTO-merdiants of Gennany Ae minis- 
ters were more successfol, and a nombcr of troops 
were porchased, like cattle, of die princes of ffesss 



It b always one of the principal artiflces of a 
weak and bad ministry, to amuse die populace with 
ftbiieated plots and conspiracies to ovwrtum the 
govemment. Prerions to the meeting of pailia- 
ment, something of this kind was de e med neces 
sary, and a Mr. Sayre, a banker, an American by 
birUi, was ooihmittedto the Tower, on a iMkulons 
eharge of a plot to seise Ae king in his passace to 
the boose of peen, and to oooTey him ont of the 
kingdom. On an application, howerer, by habeas 
oorpos, to die court pf king's bench, the charge 
Appeared so ftiToloos and itUoanded, that Mx 
oayre was discharged ; and he aAarwards recor«red 
in a oonrt of law, lOOOl. damages egiaiaat lord Roch* 
Cord, secretary of stale, on an action for folae im. 
It. 



PARLIAMENT MEETS. 

Tbb nariiamentary soesliw canuM 
rller than usual, vtt. on Oetober 96th. His m^ 
asty, in a speech of unusual length, gsTO the pre- 
■ent sitnatum of America as a reason for hamng 
callad the booses together eariy. It was obserr- 
ed, that those who had too long snooessfnUy la- 
b o uind to inilnen'ce die neo^ in Amerira by gross 

totho 
and tethoir 




the persons and properties of tteir ffdow-snl^ts ; 
and aMhough asany of dieoe unh^py people might 
still retain thMr loyaltT, too wise not to see the la- 
tal oonseauenoes of this nsnrp^ion, and might wish 
to resist It, yet the torrent of Tlolence had been 



sqrong enough to compel their acquiescenoe, till a 
soOoient force should appear to support ' 
The febellious war was now 



oral, and wasmanifasdy carried on far the purpose 
of establishing an Independent empire. 11»o^i«et 
was too important, the spirit of the British nanen 
too Ugh, the reoo«ces iid5 which Oed had blessed 
her too anmeroes, to give up so many oohmiee 
which she had planted with great Indnstry, nvnad 
with great te^emess, encouraged widi anany com- 
merdal adrantages, and protected and defended at 
much expense or blood and treasure. It was now 
tne part of wisdom, and, in its eflbol^ of 
to put a opeedy end to these disorden 
b^ the inbst decUre exertions. Por this mupose 
his mitfesty had Increased his naval establishment^ 
and greatly angaaaated hislandfbrees;biitjnsu^ 
ler asmigfat be least burdensome to thatini 
His .m^lesty Infonned them that the moot 
friendly oilbrs of foreian senrice had been mM*# 
and,if neoassary, ahonld be laid before them. He 
assured them, that when the unhappy iad deluded 
multitude, against whom force was to be diraotod, 
dioiild become sensible of their error, he would r»> 
ceire tha misled with tenderness and meroy. An 
apology was made totheconunous for the mcreassd 
demand of siqiplles, and it was aArmed that the 
constant empmyment of his majesty's thou^iti^ 
and the most earnest wishes of his heart, tended 
whjOy to the safety and happiness of his poople ; 
and that his m^esty saw no probability dmt die 
measures i»hich parliament might adopt would be 
Interrupted by dunates with any foreign power. 
Mses, m answer to tbis speech, t 



Theaddr« 
ed the same sentiments, and the etfbrts of oipfoei' 
tion were poweifally directed to avoid the impum* 
don of those addresses beinff the nnanfanooa Toitfs 
of the honsa. 

6B(KBRAL CONWAY AND THB DUKB OB 
GRAPTON' JOIN THB OPPOSITION. 

Thus arguments were powedUDy aided by' the 
delectton of general Gonwav and the Duke of Graf- 
ton ; who, In thoir lespectiye houses, pleaded the 
cause of the ii^iured colonists widi great abihtY, 
feeling, and oorreomessk They gare it aa their 
opinion, that If ever a reconciliation cotfd bn eflhot- 
ed, this WM the ttnse to make the attempt,4>y a w^ 
' of every obnoniens act passed against the 
aincn the year If g^ T he 

, in dwoslpBBal forms in both hoi 

long, and me ouestloas attended to with 

Jng neal. The duke of Rkhmend distfaiguish. 

ed hjamflf in the house of lords, and was one o# 
peers who signed a 
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proMedlttft ef ftoA hoiiM. What reUtat to tk« 
empk^BiMit of ManoYorian troopo, conroya the 
followmg sentlinentB: ''That UanoTeriaa troop 
ahonld, at ^e mere pleaaaro of tlie minuten. bo 
oonridered a« a part of the Brituh military establish- 
nent, and take a rotation of farrison duties, throngh 
tiiese dominions, is, fai practice and precedent, of 
tiie highest danger to me safety and libertieB of 
I this kingdom, and tends wholly to inTolidate the 
wise and sahitary declaration of the grand fonda- 
mental law of our gloiioas deliverer, ung William, 
which has bound toge^er the lights of the subject, 
and the succession of the throne." Upon this opin- 
ifA, a few days after the address had been deliver- 
ed, the duke of Manchester founded a roMlution, 
"That bringing into any part of the dominions of 
Great £ritam7 the electoral troops of his nuoesty, 
or any oUier fordgn troops, without the previous 
consent of taatliament, is dangerous and unoonsti* 
tutionaL" The Hanorerians, his grace obsorred, 
woiUd not be under ^e command of any military 
law in tbose garrisons, and the mutiny act oould 
Aot extend to them, being confined to those troop 
only which are spedfled in it, or voted by parlia- 
ment. Tliere was no security in putting fortified 
places of oudi importance into the hands of for^^ 
troops, and the Ung had no right to maintain, m 
any part of his BrUish dominions, any troops to 
wUcn parliament had not given Uicir consent. On 
the other hand, the lords in administration said, 
that the danse in the bUl of rights, which is in 
question, is to be ondorstood n^th the conditions 
annexed to it, one of which relates to the bringing 
of troops within the kingdom, and another men- 
tions the time of peace, and in the present case 
neitiier of those conditions were Tiolated. Nay, 
the bill of rights, it was said, confirms to the king a 
power to raise an army, in time of war, in any par^ 
of his dotainions, both of natives and foreigners--* 
power whieh had been exerted on several occasions, 
without the consent of parliament, and was justified 
now by neoessity. The opposition answered, that 
the words ** within the kingdom," if confined to 
England alone, would exclttde Irdand, Scotland, 
and odier places into which armies of foreigners 
ai^t he introduced. " However the circumstantial 
q«U>Uing of law might pretend to determine, the 
pleasure was certunly oontraiy to the spirit and 
Intention of the bill of rights, which partleolarly 
provides against keeping a standing army widiout 
the consent ot parUament.** They maintained that 
BO foreign troops had been brought into the king- 
dom at any time since the revolution, without the 
previous consent of parliament, eidier bv an ad- 
dress, or by some former treaty whieh it had rati- 
fied ; and the hiring of foreign troops, and after- 
wards prevailing on parliament to ratify the en- 
gagements, had always been censured as an un- 
warrantable step. In the late war, minbters were 
exceedingly cautious in this respect, and even after 
the parbament had agreed to the raising of 4000 
Germans for American service, snch effectual jpro- 
▼islon was made fior the security of this kingdom, 
tiiat it was impossible any mischief could ensue. 
With all the deference Ung William's pariiament 
entertained for that prince, they nev^ would con- 
sent to the admission of his Dutch guards into 
England. Notwithstanding these and other forcible 
arguments, tiie previous question was put, and the 
numbers were, 75 who voted against, and 82 who 
■npported the motion. 

A further Infraction on the constitiition present- 
ed itself at this time to the opposition. A new 
militia-bill whidb was introduced, was said to be 
subversive of every idea of a constitutional mUitia, 
as they were not to be called out except in cases of 
invasion or rebellion, pretences o^wmcb might at 
any time be made ; a minister had it in his power 
to embody them, and in that case they composed a 
standing army. The ministry endeavoured to as- 
sure the hons^ that their fears on this topic were 
groundless, and that it was not to be supposed that 
any minister would dare to abuse the power grant- 
ed to him, and that if he did, he was acoountaUe iar 
it at the risk of his life. This apology, however, did 
not satisfy the opposition ; part of we Devonshire 
militia had offered dieir personal service against 
all internal enemies ; this was a specimen of what 
we had to expect firom the establishment of this 
new militia, who were to obey any orders that 
might be given, no matter by whom ; and where 
wonld they, who might differ from 
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in matters of political onlaiai^ find ■aeniitj againet 
the undue OLertion of this power, or tfie mla- 
constmctioii of the sentiments of opposition t l>n 
the contrary It was repHed, that tbe Devonshiro 
militia, by this address, only wished to give a 
proof of ueir attachment lb the crown, and diat it 
was proper for other societies to do du) same^ as a 
counterpart to the addresses oi London and Middle- 
sex, and to undeceive the neople in the country, 
who dreaded ttiat nothing less tbau a revolutaon 
Was meditated by die present adverse proceedings 
of some bodies of men. The qnesti(m being pu^ 
the bill was carried by S90 to 50. 

These debates were foBowed by the augmenta- 
tion of the land-tax to four shillings in die pound.. 
H^ passed with little opposition, excepting some* 
complaints about the want of information. 

PEOHIBFTORY BILL. 

* ito ministry iiad in any preee^f wkt exertad 
themselves more to prosecute military operatimM 
against alien enemies, than the present to make 
the ensuing campaign decisive or the dispute be 
tween the mother-country and the colonies. One 
legislative act was still wanting to give fttU eflicaey 
to die Intended prosecution of nostinties. This was 
brought into parliament in a bill interdicting all 
trade and intercourse with the thirteen united col- 
onies. By it all property of Ameiicans, wliedier of 
ships or goods on the high seas, or in kartiour, was 
decared ** to be forfeited to the captors, being the 
oflicers and crews of i^ m^s^'s ships of war,** 
It fiirther enacted, " that the masters, crews, and 
other persons found on board captured American 
vessels, should be entered on board his migesty's 
vessels of war^ and there considered to be in his 
majesty's service to jail hitents and purposes, as if 
diey had entered of their own accord." This bill 
also authorised the crown to appoint commission- 
ers, who,- over and above granting pardons to in- 
dividuals, were empowered to <* mqnire into gen- 
eral and particular pievances, and to determine 
whether any colony, or part of a colony, was re- 
turned to that state of obedience which might en- 
titie it to be received within the ting's peace and 
protection." In that case, upon a declaration from 
the commiMioners, " the restrictions of tlie pro- 
posed law were to cease." 

It was said in fevour of this bill, that as the 
Americans were already in a state of war, it be- 
came necessary Chat hostilities should be carried on 
against them, as was usual against alien enemies : 
That the more vigorously and extensively military 
operations were prosecuted, the sooner would 
peace and order be restored :'Tbat as the commis- 
sioners went oat with the svrord in one hand, and 
terms of conciliation in the odier, it was in the 
power of the colonifts to prevent die infiictioa ' 
of any real or apparent severities in the proposed 
statute. 

lu opiiosition to it, it was said that treating the 
Americans as a foreign nation, was marking out the 
way for their independence. One member oliservedr 
that as the indiscriminate rapine of property, 
authorised by the Mil, would obligo the ooionuts to 
coalesce as one man, its tide ought to be, '* A bill 
for carrying more efibctually into execution the re- 
solves of die congress." But of all parts of this 
bill, none was so severely condemned as that dause 
by which persons taken on board the American 
vessels, were indiseximinttely compeDed to serve 
as common sailors in British ships of war. Thia 
was said to be ** a re fin ement of tyranny worse 
than death." It was also said, " that no man eouM 
bedeapoiled of his goods as a foreign enemy, and 
at die same dme obliged to serve as a citiaen, and 
diat compelling capdves to bear amis against their 
families, xindred, friends, and oevntry ; and after 
being plundered themselves, to become aocompliceii 
in plundering their brediren ; was nnexamplM, ex- 
cept among pirates, the outlaws and enemies of 
human society.*' I'o all these high charges the 
ministry replied, ** that die measure was an act of 

Sraoe and favour : for," said they, " die crews of 
merioan vessels, fautead of being put to death, the 
legal punishment of dieir demerits, as traitors and 
rebels, are by this law to be rated on the Ung^ 
books, and treated as if they were on the same 
footing with a great body or his meet nsefnl and 
foidiful subjects." 

In the progress of the debates on thb bill, lent 
Mansfield declared, « that the questions of original 
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tad WToof «0i« BO loiii«rtobeeooaid«r«a«~ 
tfiey were engaged in a war, and nnut nte 
. r utaiMt eflbrta to obtain the ends propoted by 
11; tiiAt they.mast either fight or be pnrraod ; and 
^t the justice of the eanae muaC giro way to th«r 
lireeent ■itaation.'' Perliape no ■peeeh in or oat of 
parliament operated more extenilTely on the inrl 
fated ddnda of the ooloniita than thie. 
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ORAKGBB IN THS CABINET. 

Tbs reeoM for the hoiidaye now took plaoe, bat 
prerioDi lo It, some changee in the ninitdry had 
happened which it is proper to notice ; the priry 
•eat, racant by the resignation of the doke of Grafton, 
was giren to the earl of DartnM>ath, who resigned 
flie secretaryship of the American department; 
ferd Georve Sadnrfflo Gennaiae socceeded hiai, 
who once had been attached to opposition and • 
iealoas friend of Mr. GrenriDe, alter wliose death 
he gradnaHy came over to the side of adsslnistra- 
tion, and had rotod with tlMm in frnrov of all the 
late measnres respecting America. Lord Wey- 
mooth snoceeded the eail of Rochfoid as secret ary 
fcr Che eoathem departoMnt. 

IRISH AFFAIRS. 
. 1776. Thi first buslnese of any oonsequenoe. af* 
tor the recess, related to Ireland. The lord Uen- 
teoant of that kingdom had sent a written message 
to the hottMo of oommons, contsining a reqolsition 
in the Una's name, of 4Mt additional troqpe from 
that kingdom for the American service, not to be 
paid by that esethHshment daring thefar. absence, 
and, if desired by them, to be replaced by an eqaal 
nnmber of foreiffa protestant troops, the chargte of 
which shoald be defrayed without any expense to 
Ireland. The commons granted 4eM tvoope, bat 
rcgected the offer of fordgn troops, and timpatriotie 
i—hoffg wished tmther to enibody a part of the 
natioa ander ihm description of volonteers far their 
inteenal defence. • » 

DBBATB ON FOREIGN TROOPS. 

Thx treaties which had been condnded with the 
landgraTO of Hesse Oassel, the doke of Branswick, 
and the hereditary nrkkoe of Hesse Oassel,fcr hiring 

§eir troops to the king of Gnat Britain, to 6e em. 
eyed in die Amerioonserrice, being on the Wtfa of 
abawary laid befere the house of commons, a mo- 
tion was made thereon for refeiring them to the 
oomsnittee of sopply. This occtshmed a very in- 
tereotlng ddbate on tim propriety of employing 
ftnreigB tvoope against the Ameileaas. The mca- 
eore wassapported onthe necessity sf proeeeadng 
the war, and the iBupraetioidbllity of raising a sof^ 
flcaent number of iwiiifstlc leriee. It ww also 
mved, "that finrsign troops, inseired with the 
military maaioM and ideas of impUdt enlrndsrion, 
wonld be lose apt to be biassed by that fabe lenity 
which natire soidierB mi|^ indalge, at the expense 
of antianMl interest.** It mas sad, " Are we to sit 
still and suffer an anproroked rebellion to ter- 
mlnoin In the Ibrmation of an independent hostile 
e iupte af " Are we to svllbr our colonies, the ob* 
Ject of great national expense^ and of two Idoody 
wavs» to be lost for ever to us. and giren away to 
Btraiigeie« from a scrajile of e nipio yin ar liNeign 
troope to preserve oar jost rights over eolonies mr 
which we have paid so dear a nofthase f As the 
Americans, by relWng the obedmnoe and taxes of 
aalgects, dotty tfaemoalvesto be a port of the Britbh 
empire, and make the iiis el tea fbreignsn, ihey can» 
not oomplain-tiiait foreigners are eaqfiloyed against 
tiaem.'' On the odMr side, tlie measure was severe* 
ly eesidemnea ; the necessity of the war wee do- 
Mod, and the natbn wae rtpieeented as dlNfraced 
by applying to the petty jwlnces of Germany for 
anceoom againrt her own r s lie il iuas srf^ e cts . The 
temdeinfey of the example to indnoe the Amerieaas 



to Ibrm alhaneei with icnreiaa powers^ was strongly 

Hi&atto the oohmtote have 
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to fensmh tlinnsslvea singly in this ardn- 
»^ contest, without having l o iuM se to ibreign aM, 
but it la not to be doohled* that hi future they will 
think, tfaeamelvea ftdly justified both by our ex- 
ample and the laws of sett nreservatfon, to engage 
foreigners tn assist Hum hk opposing those mer- 
cenajiat. whom we am aboot to transport ibr their 
destractlon. Nor is it doobtfol that, in case of 
timar a^ifliaalloii; Borepean powers of a rank far 
anpetiat to that of thoae petty princes, to whom we 
iMMftf BO aliMtly aucd for aid, wiU consider thom- 



aelvee to be equtOy «Mltled to totevfei« tk the 
quarrel between ua and oar colonies," 

The supposition of the Americans redelvfaif aid 
from Fftmee or Stoaln, wos oo tbto and several 
other occaaiona ildleided, on the idea that these 
powera would not dare to set to their own colonivf 
^ dangerow example of encouraging ttose pf 
Great Britain in opposing their sovereign. It waa 
*1k> supposed, that they would be ioflaenced bV 
considerations of fatnre danger to thdr American 
po ts ea s i ons, from the estabHahaaent of on indepen- 
dent empire in their vicinity. 

AbiU for the establishment of a mUtlaln Seot. 
land had been brought In bylotd MountrtewarL ool 
the Sth of December 1775 ; but from want of a^ 
tendance, and nudtipUoity of other business^ had 
been neglected daring tlie greater part «if the see- 
don. It WW now brought under eeiMideratlon ^ 
but, notwithstanding the apparent mnctioB of ad- 
ministration, OS well as the patronage of the Scots 
gentlemen, it was at Ikst thrown out by lit to 

as. On this occasion the ministor divided with the 
minority. 

On the SSd of May his miiieatir put an end to the 
oeaalon. In theapeedi, his ni^wj expreesed the 
usual satisfaction with their proceedings ; that no 
alteration had taken place in the state of fbreign 
ailkirs ; the commons were thanked for their readi- 
nesa and d e spa t A in grantkig the supplies, which 
unaToidahly were this year extmordhiary ; apvoper 
frugality wm paomised, and it wm observed mat 
they were engaged in a great national caua«, the 
proaecutioB of which most be attended with grant 
dilBcultiea, and aaadi expense; but when ihey cob* 
aidered, that the easential rights and interests of tho 
whole empire were deeply ooncezned in the Issoo 
of it, and could have no safoty or security hut in 
that constitational mbordlnatica for .which they 
were contending, It afforded a conviction that they 
could nottfaink any price too high for sueh oMects. 
Uitf mi^esty hop«Ml, that }ila rebellious streets 
would be awakened to a sense of their errots, and 
by a tdantary retom to their dnty, Justffrr the re- 
storation of harmony; but if a doe sdbadbakm 
should aot>be Obtained tnm anch mottvee and db- ' 
MMltions on their part. It was trusted, tbat it would 
be eflbotuated by a foil exertion of the great foaeo 
with ^hich they had entnisted him. 

BOSTON EVACVATBD BT THB BRmSIL 

Wh I LX these afihirs were traasactlngin bglaad, 
the troona at Boston were soflMsg the Inconveiil. 
once «r a Mackade. From the Wth of Aprfl they 
were cot off from thoae ref^bmenta which the^ 
rir natie n reqmied ; thefar euppKca from Britain did 
not nach the coast for a long time after they wero 
eqweted. Several were taken by the American 
enriaera, and others were lost at sea. This was In 
particularthe fate of Buay of their coakshipe. The 
want of fuel was pecoHarfy felt in a climate where 
the winter is both severe and tedious. They re- 
lieved themselves in pwrt firom ttieir sufferings oi^ 
this aocoont, by the timbov of houses which they 
pulled down and boned. Vessels were-despatcheil 
to tiie West Indies to pvoeure provisions : but the 
islands were so straitened that they could affofd 
but little aasistanoe. Armed ships and transports 
were ordered to Georria, with an intent to procure 
rice ; bo( the people of that province, with the aid 
of a party from South Carolina, ao eflbctoally op- 
posed them, that of eleven vesaeb, only two got off 
sale with their cargoes. It was not till the stock of 
the garrisdn was ncsrty exhausted, that the trans- 
ports from Euglaod entered the port of BoslSoo» 
and relievod the distresses of the garrison. 

While the tnaps within the lines were appn»- . 
hendve of sulfeim g ftom want of provisions, the« 
troops withont were equally uneasy for want of 
employment. Used to labour and motion on their 
faraas, they roVshed IB the inactivity and confine* 
ment of a camp-life. Fiery spirits declaimed In 
fovoar of an assault. Iliey preferred a bold spirit 
of enterpvlae to ttiat pasdve fortitude which bemrs 
up under present evils, while it waits fiir favourable 
Junotores. To be in roadtaiess for an attempt of 
tfiis kind, a council of war recommended to daU in 
7180 miUtia-men, firom New Hampshire^or Connec- 
ticnt. This number, added to the regmar army be- 
fore Boston, would have made an operating force 
of about 17,0M men. 

llie eves of all were fixed on general Washing- 
ton, and from him it was unreasonably expeeted* 
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ttuit he wmOd, by a bold exertioB, Ctm the town of 
Berton ftem the Bvitbh tn>o|M. The dangeroin 
rftiuitkM of public aflkin led hfaa to conoeel the real 
■cardty of amie and amimmidon, and with that 
nagnanjmity whSoh b characteriatical of great 
minds, to raflhr Us character to be assailed, rather 
than Tindicate himself br e&pesinc Us many wants. 
Tbere were not wanting persons who, judging 
fiimi the smperior numbers of men in the American 
Army, boldly asserted, that if the oonmander in 
cUef was not desirous of prolonging his importance 
at the head of an army, he mi^t, by a Tigorous ex- 
ertion, gain possession of Boston. Such suggestions 
were reported and beUered by sereral, while they 
Wore uncontradicted by tt»o general, who chose to 
risk his fame rather than expose his army and his 
country. 

Agreeably to the reauest of the onuncfl of war, 
about 7000 of the militui had rendesToused hi Feb- 
ruary. General WasUngton statsd to his oiBcers, 
that the troops in camp, together with tiie rein- 
Ibrcements wUch had been called for, and were 
daily coming in, wouU amount nearly to 17,000 men 
—that he had not powder suflkient tar a bombard- 
ment, and asLed tiieir adilce whether, as icinforoe- 
mcnts might be daily expected to tlie enemy. It 
would not be prudent bewre that erent took plaoe, 
to make an assault on thh British lines. The pro- 
position was n^^gatifed; but it was reooaomended 
to take possession of Dorchester Heights. To con- 
ceal this design, and to divert the attention of the 
garrif on, a boonbardment of the town, from other 
dkections commenced, and was carried on fortiiree 
days with as much briskness as a deficient stock of 
powder would admit. In this iirst essay, three of 
the mortars were broken, either from a defect in 
their construction, or more probably from ignorance 
of the proper mode of using them. 

The night of the 4th of March was Axed upon 
for taking possession of Dorchester Heights. A 
cOTering-party of about 800 men led the way ; these 
were followed bv the carti widb the entrenching 
tools^ and 1200 or a working-party, commanded by 
general Thomas. In the rear there Weremere than 
SOO carts, loaded with fascines and hay in bundles. 
AVhi)e the fcannon were playing in other parts, the 
greatest silence was kept by this worktug-party. 
llie active seal of the provinoals completed nnes of 
defence by the morning, which astonished ^e gar- 
rison. The dUbrence between Dorchester Heights 
on the erening of the 4th, and the morning of the 
Ml, seemed to realise the tales of romance. The 
admiral informed general Howe, tiiat if the Ameri- 
cans kept possessirm of diese heights, he wouU not 
be idile to keep one of his nuijesty's ships in the 
harbour J It was tiberefore detennmed in a council 
of war, to attempt to dislodge them. An engagement 
was hourly expected. It was intended by general 
IVasUngton^ in that 0Me> to foroe Us way into Bee- 
ton with 4000 men, who were to haTO embarked at 
tfie mouth of Cambridge river. The militia had 
come forward with great alertness,- each bringing 
three days' provision, in expectation- of an iimne- 
diate aisault. The men were in high spirits, and 
hnnatiently waiting for the appeal. 

Jn a few days after, a flag came out of Boston 
with a paper signed by four select men, informing, 
" that they had applied to aeneral Robertson, who, 
en appliotion to general Howe, was authorised to 
assure them tfiat he had no intention of burning 
the towni unless die troops under his ciommsnd 



were ^nolested during their embarkation, or at 
departure, by the aimed foroe witbont." When 
thb paner was presented to geneild Washington, 
he replied, " that as it was an nnauthenticated pa- 
per, and without an address, and not oblicatory en 
general Howe> he oouU take no notice of it ;'^but 
•t the same time intimated Us good wishes for the 
security of the town. 

A proclamation was issued by general Howe, or- 
dering aD woollen and linen goods to be {levered 
to Crean Brush, eso. Shops were opened and 
■tttoped of their goods. A licentfous plundering 
took place ; much was carried off. and more was 
wantonly destroyed. These irregularities were for- 
Udden m orders, and the guilty thntetened with 
death, but nevertheless, every mischief wUch dis- 
aroointed malice could suggest was committed. 

The British, amounthig to more than 7000 men, 
evacuated Boston on tlie 17th of March, leaving 
their banacks standing, and also a number <tf 
pieces ef oanaon spiked, four large kon sea-mortars, 



and stores to the value ef SlJMOl. They 

the castle, and knocked off the trunnions of tho 

cannon. Various incidents oansed a delay of nine 

dnys after the evacuation, before they left Nantaa- 

ketroad. 

The evacuation of Boston had been previouslj 
determiiied upon by the British ministry, from 
principles of poUtiou expedience. Being resolved 
to carry on the war for purposes affecting aO As 
colonies, thcry conceived a central position to be 
preferable to Boston. Reatonlng of this kind had 
mduced the adoption of the measure, but the Ameil* 
ean wifrks on Roxbnry expedited its execution. 
The idiandonment of Uieir friends, and the with- 
drawing their foroes from Boston, was the iirst act 
of a tragedy in wUch evacuations and tetreato 
were the scenes wUch most frequently occurred, 
and the epilogue of which was a total evaonalioa of 
the United States. 

SIBGE OF QUEBEC RAISED. 

Tbouoh congress and die states made neat ex- 
ertions to supptnt the war in Canada, yet from the 
foil of Montgomery their interest in that colony 
daily declined. The redncUon of Quebec was nn 
otdeet to wUch their resources were inadequate. 
Their unsuccessfol assault on Quebec made an hn. 
preisien both on the Canadians and Indians nnfov- 
ooraUe to their views. By the Iirst of May so many 
new troops had arrived, mat the American army, 
in name, amounted to 1000, but from the prevalence 
of the small-pox diere were only MO fit for duty, 
rhe increasing number of invalids retarded theor 
military operattons, and discouraged dieir friends, 
while the opposite party was buoyed up with tho 
expectation mat the advancing season would seen 
brmg rtk ^ff n relief. 

On the 6th of Uvy, the van of the British foroe 
destined for the relier of Quebec made good its ; 
sage dirongh the ice up the tfrer St. ~ 
The expectation of their coming had for some time 
damped die hopes of the besiegers, and had induc- 
ed them to tUuk of a retreat. The day before the 
first of the British reinforoements anived, that 
measure was resolved upon by a council of war^ 
and arrangements were made for carrying it into 
execution. 

Oovemor Carleton was too great a profident in 
die art of war, to delay seiamg the advantagee 
wUch die consternation 'of the besiegers, and tiia 
arrival of a reioforcemont afforded. A smaU de- 
tachment of scddiers and marines from the aUpe 
wliich had just ascended the river St. Lawrence, 
being landed aad Joined to the garrison in Quebec, 
he marched oat at tlieir head to attack the Ameri- 
cans. On his approadi, he found every thing in 
confosion ; the late besiegers, abandodittg dwir ar> 
dUery and military stores, had in great pMoipititfioB 
retreated. In thk manner, at the expiration ef 
five months, die mixed siege and blockade of Quo- 
bee was raised. 

The reputation aoqnfared by general CarleOn in ^ 
his military character,- for bravely and Judideusly 
defending the province committed to Us care, wee 
exceeded by tne superior applause, merited finms 
the exercise of 11m virtues or humanity and gener- 
osity. Among the numerous sick in die American 
hospitals, several incapable of being moved were 
left behind. Tlie victorious general proved himself 
worthy of soocees by his treatment of these msfer- 
tunate men ; he not only fed and detlMd tlMan, bnt 
pennitted them when recovered to retam 
Apprehending that Ibar might aaake some 
dieinselves in die woods, rather than by applying 
for relief, make thesaenves known, he temibvea 
their doubts by a proclamation, [May lOthI in wl 
he engaged, *'^tiwt as soon as their heeldi wae 



stored, they should liave fkce liberty of re t nml ng 
dieir respective provinoee.'' This humane line 
oonduct was mere i n juriou s to the views of d 
leaders in the American councils, than tiMjevertty 
practised by other British 
politic, as wen as humane, general Carleton. 



politic, as wen as humane, general Carleton. dm. 
missed these jpriaoners, after UberaUy supplyint 
their wants, with n rec em m e ndatien, *' to ge honoe. 
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mind their 
neighbours frem 
war." 

The small force which arrived at Que b e c in 
was followed by several British regimonts, t*. 
gelhcr with the Brunswick troops, in such a imphl 



fta the unhappy 
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flAtin » hnr waaks tbt whole 
Irteen tbooMnd men. 

The Americena Tetreated for<^-fl?e iDQee before 
they stopped. After a Bhort heit» they pteceeded 
to the Seinel, at which place they threw np aoBie 
eUcht Winks for their safety. They were there 
iota^ by •ome battalions eoming to reinforoe Qmui. 
About this time, general Thomas, tiie i^fwrnimi^ffr 
la chief in Canada, was setaed with the small-poz, 
emd died; havisg foiWddoa hisBMn tolBoe«lnto,he 
confonned to his own mle, and refti ee i l to avail 
himself of that precantkm. On his death, the 
oonnnand devolTed at first on general Antdd, and 
afterwards on general Snlliratt. It soon became 
erident that the Americans most abandon the 
whole province of Canada. 

The possession of Canada so eadnently foToarad 
fhe alaas of defence adooted by congress, tiiat the 
nevinee was evacnatod with great retactance. 
Jkm Aaievicans were not only mortiAed at the dis- 
appoftntmeat of their foroarlto scheiae, of aaaexing 
it as a fourteenth Hnk in the ehaftn of their ooafodera- 
ey,lNitapprehended the most jeriotts ooheeon 

lower in 



the ascendancy of the British power in that 

' — Aaxious to pi e eei t o a footmg ttare, they 
nrered for a long time in stoauainf the 

of aafoToarafalo ereats. 

moral Gates was about this time appoiated to 
ia Canada, bat on oomiBg to the kaow- 
kdge of the iato erento ia that proriaee, he detov- 
aiaed to 'stop short within the maits of New- York. 
The scene was henceforth rererscd. Instead of 
meditating tiie recommeDcement of oflbnsire operor 
tioas^ that amy wMdi had lately eiidted so much 
terror in Canada, was called npba to be prepared 
for repelUng aa inrasioa threatened from that pro- 
vince. 

Hie attentiou of tfie Amerioaas beiagr eacelasiTeiy 
fixed oa fdans of defeace, dieir general oAeers 
coauaaadiag in the northern department were con- 
vened to draberate on tiie place and meaas most 
suitable for that parpose. To fona a Jodgment on 
this sal||ect,a recollection of the evente of the late 
war between Fkance and Engtaad was of advaa- 
toge. Ihe same gronad was to be fooghtover, and 
the same posts to be agaia ooatoaded for. Oa tiie 
confines or Lake George and Lake Champlain, two 
hilaad seas, which stretch almost from the sources 
of Hudsoa's liver to the St. Lawrence, are situated 
the fomons posts of TIconderoga and Crowa Poiat. 
Those are of primary aeceosity to aay power 
wUeh coatends for the pomessioa of the aduaceat 
country, for they afford the most coavenient stand 
either for its anaoyaaco or defeace. Ia the opin< 
fon of some Ameiicaa oOcers, Crowa Point, to 
which the army oa the evacaatloa of Caaada had 
retreated, was the moot proper place for erectiag 
works of defeace ; but it was othcorwise dcteimiaed 
by the council convened on thb occasion. It was 
abo by dieir advice resolved to move lower down, 
and to make the pxindpal work on the strong 
ground east of TIconderoga. and especially by every 
aoNMins to endeavour to maintain Miaval superiori- 
ty on Lake Champlain. In comomity to these 
rasolutlnas, general Gates, with about twelve thou* 
which collected ia the coane of the 
fixed ia command of Tkoadmoga, 

a fieet was coastracted at Skeaesborou^ 
This was canried oa with so much rapiditv, tiiat ia 
a short thae there were afloat ia Lake Cbamplaia, 
one sloop, three schooners, and six gondolas, car- 
.ryiag ia the whole fithrnright guas, mi^ty-six swi- 
vels^ and four handita and Inty ssea. Six other 
vessels were also aeaxly ready for launching at the 
esBM time. Hie fleet was put uoder the oommand 
of geaeral AwuoMl, and he was instructed by gen- 
«nu Gates to proceed beyond Crown Point, down 
Isdce Champlain to the Split Ro^ ; but most pe- 
remptorily restrained from advancing any ferther, 
as security agaiast aa apprehended invasioa was 
the ullisaato end of the armament. 

AMBRICANS DEFEATED ON LAKE CHAM- 

PLAIN. 

Tbc expulsion of the Americaa Invaders from 
Caaada was but a part of the British designs in that 
onarter. They urged the pursuit no ferther than 
St. John's, but indulged tbe hope of being soon in 
a conditiaB for passing the lakes, and penetrating 
through the country to Albany, so as to form acom- 
jnuaication with Newz-York. The oljects tbey had 
in view were great, and the obstacles ia the way. 
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of their ocooaiplidmieiit eqiually lo* 
could advance vrilh aay pro s pa c t of snooeos. a l 
si^eriOT to that of the Amettoaaa on fte laieo 
to be coastracted. The materials of 
vessels were, for this' 
land, bat 

cessary to p«t Iftem together, 
and patieaoo. The spirit of the British commaadeai 
rose la proportioa to the diflcnhies which vrere to 
be eacouatered. NeverdieleM it was so late as the 
aioath of October before their fleet was menared 
to fece the American oaval force^oa Lake ClHni- 
plaia. The former oooslsted of the ship laflrndble, 
mounting eighteen twelve pounders, whidi was ao 
expeditionsly coastracted, that she safled finmi St. 
Joha's tweaty-ei^t days after layiag her keel ; oae 
schooaer monating fourteea, and another twelva 
sixiMiuaderB, a flat>bottoaied radeaa canyiag six 
tweaty-four aad six twelve pouaders, beaidee 
howitwn, aad a goodola with seven aine pownd- 
en. Thwe were also tweaty saialler vessels 
with brass Iteld pieces, from ame to tw«aty4bur 
or wim howitaers. Sonm loagboato 
f omished in the same maaaer. Aa equal 
of large boate acted aa tenders. Be- 
le vessels of war, there was a vast anm- 
ber destined for the transportotioa of tlw army^ite 
stotes, artillery, bagnge, and ptovisioas. The 
whole Warn put under die commaad of captaia Pria. 
gle. The naval force of the Americans, from the 
deficiency of means, was fer short of 
brought against them. 

No one step could be taken towards 
Ing the designs of the British, on Hbe aorlham'ikaB- 
tien of New-YoriL, tffl they had the cOBnaaad of 
Lake Champlaia. With this view thefa* fleet pn>- 
ceeded up the lake, and on the eleventh of Octwior 
engaged tiie Ameriesns. Tbe wind was so anfe> 
vonrable to the British, that their ship Inflexfl»le« 
and SQBM otiier vessels of force, oonld act ha 
bron^t to actioa. This lesseaed the iaequality be> 
tweca the coatending fleete so maeh, that the prhi- 
cipal damage sustained by the Amerioaas was the 
loss of a schooner and goadolB. At Ae appraaeh of 
night the action was discoatiBned. The vanqaished 
took the advantage which the darkness afibrded to 
make their escape. This was aflbeted by aeneeal 
Arnold with great judnaent and ability. By the 
next Bioming the whole fleet under Us comaiaBd 
was outof sight. The British pursued with all the 
sail they coiud crowd. Thewfod haviag btoumu 
more fevoorable, they overtook the Ametfeans, aad 
oa the seventeenth of October brought them to ao' 
tion near Crown Point. A smart engagement en- 
sued, and was well supported on both sides fiir 
aboat two hours. Some of the American 
which were most a-bead escaped to Tiooa 
Two galBes aad five gondolas remalaed, aad 
ed aa uaeqaal force with a spirit approachiag to 
desperatioa. Oae of the galues struck and was 
takeo. General Arnold, though he knew tbmt to 
eicape wsa impossible, nod to resist unavailing, yet, 
instead of snrrendenng, detenained tiiat his people 
shoaid act become pnsoaers, aor his vesseta a n 
iaforcemeat to the British. This sphited 
tion was executed with a jndgmeat egaal to 
boldaem with which it had been adopted. He 
the Con gr ess galley, on board of wUeh he was, to- 
gether with the five aondolas, on shore, ia sacfh a 
position as eaabled baa to land hb men and blow 
up the vessels. In the execution of this perHoas 
enterprise he paid a romantic atteatioa to a peifat 
of lionour. He did not quit his own galley till dm 
was in flames, lest the Eritish shooM board her 
and strike his flag. 

The Americaa aaval force beiag aearly destroyed, 
tbe British had uadisputed possessioa ot Lske dwm- 
plaia. On this event a few continentel troops, 
which had been at Crown Point, retired to their 
main body at TIconderoga. General Carh ton took 
possessioa of tbe gronad from which they had re- 
treated, and was there soon joined by his army. 
He sent out several reconnoitering parties, aad at 
oae time pushed forward a strong detechmeat on 
both sides of Om 1ake« which npproadMd near to 
TIconderoga. Some British v«;m«Is appeared at 
the same time, within cannon shot of the Americaa 
works at that ]>lace. It is probable he had H In 
contemplation, if clrenmsllmces favoured, to reduce 
the post, sod that the apparent strength of the 
works Ti^trained him frina msking the attempt, 
aad indcccd his retura to Canada. 
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100 HUSTOBY OF GREAT BRITAIN. 

VNSOGCESflFUli ATTACK ON CHARLES- PUBPAHATIONS AGAINST NEW.YORK. 



TOWN. ' 

Tbb comoMmA of tho force irMeh wm 4Mtiiicd to 
make en imnreiiiioa on the ■ontheni colonies, .was 
by the Bridsk ninistry eonuaitted to general CUn. 
ton and Sir Peter Paner ; the faamer irtth a small 
Ibtee having called at New^Yorfc, and also visit- 
ed in Virginia lord Dnnmere, the iMe royal goT- 
emer of ttat ccdony, and finding that nothing could 
be done at eitiher place, proceeded to Cape Fear 
vtver. 

At Cape Fcaif a junction was ibnned between Sir 
Henry Clinton and Sir Peter Paiter. They con. 
doded to attempt the reduction of Charlestowa, 
as being, of all places within die Une of their ia- 
etmctions, tike ofcgect at wkdch they coold strike 
with the neatest prospect of advantage. They 
had flBW land fmrces, which Oiey hoped, with the 
ce-operatHm ot their shipping, would tw fiilly sufll. 
eient. 

For some months erery exertion had l>een made 
by tlie Americans to put the colony of South Caro- 
lina, and especially its capital, CuarlestowD, in a 
respectable posture of defence. In subservieney lb 
this view, werks had been erected on Sullivan's Is- 
land, which is situated so noar the channel leading 
up to the town, as to be a coni^enient post for an- 
Bojing Tcssels opproaching it. 

On the 18th of / oly Sir Petor Parker attacked the 
Moft OB that Wand, with two flfty-gun. ahipCf die 
Brbtol and Experiment, four frigates, the Active, 
A<iteon, Solebay, and Syren, each of 28 guns ; the 
Jlphynx of SO guns, the Friendship armed vessel of 
tSgons, the Ranger sloop, and Thunder bomb, each 
'oip guns. On the fort were mounted SO cannon, 26, 
18, and 9 pounders. The attack commenced lietween 
ten and eleven in ti&e forenoon, and was continued 
Ibr upwards of ten hours. The garrison, consisting 
•f JIJ regultrs and a few militia, under the com- 
ihand of colonel Moultrie, made a most gallant de- 
isnce. They fired delflbcrateiy. for the most part 
tmjc aim, and seldom missed ^en- obiect. Tlie ships 
were torn afanest to pieces, and the kiDed and 
wounded on board exceeded SOO men. The loss of 



the garrison was only ten men killed, and SS wound- 
ed. The fort being bailt of palmetto, was little 
damaged ; the shot which struck, it were ineflhctaal- 
ly buried in its soft wood. General Clinton iwd, 
eome time before the engaeemeat, landed witfi a 
number ot troops on Long Island, and it was ex- 
pected that he would have co-operated with Sir 
Petiir Parker, by crnwing over the narrow passage 
which dirides the two islands, and attacung the 
flnt in its unfinished rear ; but the extreme danger 
to which he must unavoidably have exposed nis 
men. Induced him to dedine the perilous . attempt. 
Cdend Thomson, with 7 or 800 men, was stetioned 
at the east end of Sullivan's Island, to oppose their 
croflsinr. No serious attcnnpt was made to land, 
either from the fleet, or the detachment commanded 
by Sir Henrv Clinton. The firing ceased in the 
evening, and soon after the ships slipped their ca- 
bles ; belbre morning they had retind about two 
taUcs from the island. Wuhin a few days mere the 
troeps re.embarked, and the whole sailed for New- 
York. The thanks of oongress were given to gen- 
eral Lee, wlw had been sent on by congress to take 
tfie eonunand in Carolina, and also to colonels Monl* 
trie and Thomson, for tiicir good conduct on this 
memorable day. In cempUment to the commanding 
eOcer, the fort from that time was called Fort 
Mbultrie. 

By the repulse of this annament. the southern 
states obtained a respite from the calamities of war 
for two years and a naif. The defoat the British 
experienced at Charlestown, seemed in some meas- 
ure to counterbalance the onfiivourable impression 
asade by tfieir subsequent successes to the nortti- 
vard. 

Ihe eflfects of this victory, in annnating the Amer- 
kans, were much greater than could be warranted 
by ^e drcumstances of the action. As it was the 
first attack made by the Brilish vavy, its nnsuocess- 
ful issue inspired a conJidence which a more exact 
knowledge of military calculations would have cor- 
rected. The cfareumstance of ite happening in the 
early part of the war, and in one of the weaker 
provinces, were instrumental in dispelling the 
gloom which overshadowed the minds of many of 
the coloBista on hearing of the powerful fieete and 
numerous arpues which were coming against than. 



Till command of the forne which was de s ign e d 
to epernte against New-York, in- this campaign, 
was given to admiral lord Howe, and his brather 
Sir William, oflloers wlm, as weU from their per> 
sonal characters, as the known bravery of thdm 
fomily, stood high in the confidence of ttie Britiak 
nation. To this service was allotted a verv powers 
fal army, consisting of ebout 90»000 men. Ilns foiea 
was far superior to any thing that America had hi- 
therto seen. Hie troops were amplv ptorided with 
artillery, military stores, and warlike materia of 
every kmd, and wero supported bv a numeroue 
teet« Ihe admiral and geneiral, in addition to tiieir 
military powers, were appointed commissioners foe 
restoring pea ce to the colonies. 

CSeneral Howe baviog in vain waited two menUie 
at Halifax for his brother, and the exnected rein, 
foroementa frem England, impatient of fiirdmr de- 
lays, en die 10th of June suited ftt>m that harbour, 
with the force with which he had proviously com- 
manded In Boston, and directing his course tow^ide 
New- York, arrived in the latter end of June, off 
Sandy Hook. Admiral lord Howe, with part of the 
rdofbrcement from Bngland, arrived at Halifax 
soon after his brother's departure. Withetit drop- 
ping ancAior he followed, and soon after joined him 
near Staten Island. The British general, on his 
approach, found every part of New- York islandb 
and the most exposed parte of Long Island, fortifted 
and well defefided by artillery. About 6Stv British 
transporto anchored near Staten Island, which had 
not been so much tiie olgect of attention. The !■• 



habitanta, eittier'from fear, policy, or affection, 

[reat Joy on the arrival of die royal force*. 



general Howe was there met by Tryon. late gover- 
nor of the province, and \r^ several of the loyalbt^^ 
who had trnktu renige witfi him in an armed ve^ 
sol. He was also jomed by about sixty peisene 
frmn New-Jersey, and SOO of the inhabltante of Sta- 
ten Island were embodied as a royal militia. From 
these ajqpearanoes, groat hopes were indulged that 
as soon as die army was in a condition to pene- 
trate into dte country, and. protect the loyaUate, 
such numbers would flock to their standard as 
wonU fiteilitato the attainment ef the ol^ecte of 
the canvoign. 

DECLARATION OF INDBPENDENCB. 

Wbilb sndh wero the arrangemente of the Bri- 
tish generals, a bold and decisive measnro was 
taken by their opponente, which gave a new com- 
plexion to the contest, and was soon productive oC 
tbe most important consequences. We speak of 
flu declaration of Indepoidence. 

The public mind had oecn long prepared bypanw 
phlete and harangues for this imj>ortant step. But 
in the people the eaeerness for independence re- 
sulted more from feenng than reasonmg. The ad- 
vantages of an urtfetterad trade, the prospect ef 
honours and emolumento in administenng a new 
government, wre of Uiemselves insnfilcwnt mmo- 
tives for adoptmg tfils bold measnro. But what was 
w^ting from considerations of this kind, was made 
up by the perseverance of Great Britain in her 
schemes of coercion and conquest. The determinod, 
resolution of the motiier^country to subdue the co- 
lonists, together with the plans she adopted 1m ac- 
ccmpUshiog that purpose, and their equally deter- 
mined resolution to appeal to Heaven rather, Aan 
submit, made a declaration cf independence as ne. 
cessary in 1770, as was the fion-Jmportathm agree- 
ment m 1774, or the assumption of arms in 1770. 
The last naturally resulted from the first. The re- 
volution was not forced en Out people by ambitioiM 
leaders grasping at supreme power, but erery 
ineasure of it was forced on conness, by tbe neces- 
sity of the case and the voice or the people* 

The motion for declaring the cdonies free and 
independent was first made in congress by Rich- 
ard Heniir Lee of Virginia ; he was warranted In 
making this modon by the particular instructjons 
of his immediate constuuente. and also by the gen- 
eral voice of the peopte of all the states. Hie de- 
bates wero continueid for some time, and with peat 
animation. In these John Adams, utd Jolm Dickr 
iitfon, took leading and opposite parte. The former 
strongly urged the hnmediate dissolution of all 
political connection of the colonies with Great Bri 
tain, from the voice ef the people, from the ni 
itty of the measure in order to obtain 
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I, fkom ft Mcwd to ooMlateaoy, and from Hm 
Brwp«6<i of glovy mod limpploeM« which opraad 
MyMid the mar, to a froo oiio imlepoiidisBt pooplo. 
PirtJMim argad Uiat tho pceoonttiBO woo faDpraper 
lor tho dodiurotioa of Indepondonoo, shot tho wor 
aaifhc bo oonducted with cqool ligonr witboiit it, 
.•ad that It would diTide tho Amoricaiio, and mite 
tho pooplo of Groat Britaia acahiot thooL. Ho thoo 
proposed fkuU mmbo aaaaxaiiGo ahoald bo obtaiaod 
of awiitanco from a forolgn power, bofivo thoy re- 
■oooeod their connoclioia wi& Groat firttain, and 
that the declaration of independoiiGO ihould bo tho 
coadldoa to bo offorod for this aaiiataiioe. He liko- 
wioe otated the dispvteo that eziated betwoon 
•ereral of tho colomoo, and propooed that aooM 
mcaMurea for the aetdement of them ohoald bo do- 
terminod apoii, before they loot sight of that tri- 
Inmal whin had hitherto boon the ompiro of all 
their diffeceaoos. 

After a.ftill diacnmion, the meaauae of doclariBK 
.the coionjoa free and indq^ebdont waa approred, 
hf neatly an ananimona vote. The anmveraary of 
.the dOT on which tUa great erent took plaoo. lim 
«rer awee been oonaocraitad by the ^■~— *'^'*« to 
religiot.a gratitnde and aocial pleMwea ; It it eon- 
a i de tud by them as the birth.day of their frasdmui 

The act of the miited colimiBs for separatieg 



th a ms s l icafcom the gotemment of Great Britain, 
jyad declariag tiiab independence, waa OKprecsed 
in the folowing words: 

* When, In the cooiae of hantan enrents, it be- 
.ffom aa necessary for one people to dlssolfo the 
jiolidcal bands whash hoTo connected them with 
anotter, and to assamo among tho powem of the 
.colth, the separate and equal station to which the 
Jawa of nature and of naturals God entitle them, a 
decent roopeet to tiio opiaiona of mankiad reqniras 
ilhat they shoidd declare the causes wUoh tanpel 
(them to the separation. 

" We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all 
nen are created equal ; that they ara, endowed by 
.their Creator with certain tmalienablo rights ; that 
.nmoDg th sae are Ufo, liberty, and die pnianltof 
hapninoas ; diat to secvro thcso rights, g ev emmeuta 
are matitoted among men, doriTing Cheir|uat powers 
Irom .the c e iyen t of tho gbrcraod ; that whenoror 
■any fona of goTomment becoBMo daatroctive of 
these enda,it is the ri^ ht of the people to alter or 
io abolish i^ and to institate a new gororament, 
Jbtyipif its iSoiundation on such principles, and or- 
ganixmg its power in such form, as to ^em shall 
most ukoty to effect daeir safety and happi- 
w. Prudence, indeed, wffl dictate that gorom- 
ita long established should not be dtiangad foi 
Mght and transieot causes ; and aocordin^y aU ex- 
perienoe hath shown, that mankind are more dis- 
•posod to aaJTer, whUe evils are sulTorable, than to 
jrlght theouelToa by abolishing tho forms to which 
re aocostomod. But when a bng traia of 
and usurpations, pursufaig iUTariably tbo 
deject, orlnces a design to reduce them under 
■haolute domotism. It is their right, it is their doty, 
to throw on^snch koTomment, and to provide now 
guards for tfieir future security. 8aeh Las boon 
the patient suferance of these cokmlas, and such is 
now the necessity which constraina them to alter 
thalr former systems of government, llio history 
of tho present king of Great Britain Is a history of 
repeated iq^nriea and usurpations, all haTing in 
direct olgect tiio ootabUshment of an absolute tyrtak- 
nj erer theoe states. To prove tliis, let facts bo 
•nhmitCcd to a candid world. 

•^ Be has rofosod his assent to laws the most 
wholaaome and neocsaary for the pubile good. 

" Ho has foTbidden his govemon fo pass laws of 
"ste and pressing importance, unless sus- 
tn their onerathm tUl his assent ^botOd bo 
obtained ; and whea* so suspended he has utterly 
aeglected to attend to them. 

** Be baa luf^ned to pam ether laws for the ae- 
ieuiiiaodstiwn of livge districts of people, nnloos 
those people would foUnqalih tiie right of repro- 
neatatlon in the leglslaturo, a right inostimablo to 
Ihem, and fonnldalue to Qranti wbly. 

" He baa eaOed together legislative bodies at 
fdaoea unusual, imcomlbrtablo, and distant fhmi 
the depoaitory of their pubOo records, for ihe solo 
purpose of fotigulng diem into compliance with his 



" He haa relhsed, for a long thne after tuOh d^ 
solutions, to cause others .to be elected ; wbosvby 
the legUa«ive powers, incapable of anniihflatiett, 
have s elui n ed to the people at large for their vftm- 
eise ; the state remalniDg In the mean time enosed 
to oD die danger of invasion fkom without, and con- 
Tulsiona vritb&n. 

** He has endeavourad to prevent the populatloii 
of theoe slatao, for tibat purpose obstruodng the 
laws tor nataraliaation of fbreignera ; refusing to 
paw odien to encourage their nrigration hither, 
and raising the condidons of new appropriationo 
of lands. 

M He has obstractod the admtoistratlan of justleo, 
bv rrfostog his asaent to laws for establishing Judi- 

**l{e has amde judgea dnoeiidant on his will 
alone, Ibr the tonupre of their omces, aikd the amount 
and payaMnt of their salarios. 

** Ho has erected a nmldtode of new oflioes, and 
aent Uthor swarms of oflcers to harass ear people 
and eat out their aabatance. 

'* He has kept among us, to dme of poace» 
staadtog armies, without the oonsent of our legisla- 



** He has affected to render the aiOltary indepen- 
dent d, and supeitor to. the civil power. 

" He has combined with odiers to snl^foet us to a 
jmrisdlctton fbreign to oar oonsdtution, and imac- 
knowledgod by our laws ; giving his assent to their 
acta of pretonded legiiladon : 

*' For quartering large bodita of aimedl troops 
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" Ho has dissolved representative houses repeat- 
edly, tar oppodog, witn manly lirmness, his tnva- 
Biona on tte rights of the people. 



ror protecting them, by a mock trial, from 
punishment for any mnrden which they should 
commit on tho tohamants of diose states : 

*' For outting off our trade with all parts of the 
world; 

" For impoaittg taxes on us widiout oiv 
sent: 

" For depriving us. In many cases, of tho benefits 
of trial by jury : 

" For transporttog us beyond the seas to be tried 
for oretended offepioes : 

"For idNrtiihtog the firee system of English lawa 
in a neighbouring province, establishing thendn an 
arbitrary goremmont, and enlargina its Doundnries, 
so as to render it at once an examofo and fit instm- 
■tent for introdnctog ^e fame absolato rule into 
theoe colonies': 

For takfaig avray our charters, abolbhiog our 
t-Tuhiable laws, and altering fimdamentaily the 
fbnn of our governments : 

" For suspending our own legislatures, and de- 
claring diemselves invested vrith power to legislate 
for us in an cases whatsoever. 

<* He has abdicated goremmont here, by dedar- 
Ing us out of Us protoctfon, and waging war against 

" He has fdunderod our seas, ravaged our coasts, 
burned our towns, and destroyed the lives of our 
peojrie. 

** He Is, at diis time, transporting large armies 
of foreign mercenaries to complete the works of 
dea'Ji, desolation and tyranny, already begun, with 
dremnstances of cruelty and perfidy, scarcely paral- 
leled to the moot barbarous ages, and totally un- 
worthy the head of a dviKsed nation. 

" He has oonstratoed our fenow-dti2cns, taken 
japtive on the high seas, to bear arms against thdr 
country, to become dm exocationers of their 
friends and brediren, or to fall themselves by their 
hands. 

" He has exdted domesdc tosurrectiops among- 
us, and has tadeavoured to bring on the inha- 
bitanta of our frontiers the merciless Indian sav- 
ages, whoso known role of warfare is an undktin- 

Suished destruction of all agos, sexes, and con- 
itions. 

" In everr stace of these opp r e ssi ons we haTA 
petitioned for redress in the most humble terms : 
Our repeated pctittons have been answered only 
by repeated Injury. ▲ prince, whose character m 
thns marked by every act whidi may define a ty< 
rant. Is bnfit to be the ruler of a free people. 

" Nor have we beeti wanting to attention to 
our British brethren. . We have warned them from 
time to time of attempts made by their legtalaturo, 
to extend an unwarrantable jurisdiction over us. 
Wo have reminded them of the drcomstances of 
our emigration and aetdement here. We have ap- 
pealed to their native Justice and magnanimity, and 
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W9 haT« ouofoMd Hham, by Am ties of muoanmon 
kindred, to diMTOwthetfe nraipatioiu, which would 
fneTitaUly intermpt our connectioae and cocre*- 
pondence. Tbev too hare been deaf to the Toioe 
of jostice and of ooneaoguiiiitr. We mnet, there- 
fore, acqoieice in the ne c eteity, which dmkomioee 
our separation, and hold them as we hold the rest 
of mauind, eneaoies in war, in peace, fHends. 
^ «' We, therefore, the representatives ef the United 
States of America, In general congress assembled, 
appealing to the Supreme Jodce of the world tar 
the rectitude of our int en ti on s, do in tiie name, and 
byantbority of the good people of these colonies, 
solemnly piddisb and declare, that thes e united 
colonies are, and of right ought to be,- rmmz and 
IMDIPXNUBNT 8TATXS; that they are absotTod from 
all allegiance to the British crown ; and that all po- 
litical connection between them and the state of 
Great Britain is and ouaht to be totally dissolred ; 
and that, as free and independent states, tbey hare 
lull power to lory war, conclude peace, contract 
alienees, estidilfsh commerce, and to do all otfier 
acts and things which independent states may of 
right do. And for tfie- support of diis declararien, 
wuh a firm reliance on the protection of Dtrine 
Providence, we mutually pledge to each other our 
lircs, our fortunes, and our sacred honour. 

** JoHM Hamoock, President. 

NEW 60YERNMBNT ARRANGBMBNT8. 

FacH the promulgation of this decl ar atio n , erery 
.tidng mwimmrA a new form. The Amari«aBDs no 
longer appeared in the character of snt^ects in 
arms agamstdurir soreroign, but as an independent 
people, repelling the attacks of an iayadmg foe. 
The propositions and supplications for reconcilia- 
tion were done away. The dispute was brought 
to a single point, whether the late British colonies 
shoald be conquered pforiaces, or free and inde- 
pendent states. 

AU political connection between Great Britain 
imd her colonies being dissdved, the institntion of 
new forms of goTemment beosme unavoidaUe. 
Ibe necessitY of this was so urgent, that congress, 
before the declaration of independence, had re- 
commended to the respectire assemblies and oon- 
ventions of the United States, to adopt sudi gor- 
emments as should, in their opinion, best oonduco 
to the happiness and jafety ot their constltnenli. 
During more than twdtre months the colonists had 
been held together by Ae force of ancient habits, 
and by laws under the simple style of recommenda- 
tions. The impropriety or proceeding in courts of 
justice by the auUwnty m a soTereign» against 
whom tiie colonies were in arms, was self-evuiant. 
The impossibility of coreming, for any length ofi 
time, three millions of people, by the ties of honour, 
wfthont the authority of law, was equally apparsnt. 
The rejection of British sorereignty therefore drew 
after it the necessity of fixing on some other prin- 
ciple of gorernment. The genius of the Americans, 
their republican habits and sentiments, naturally 
led them to substitute the mi^ty of the people, in 
lien of diJbardcd royalty. The kingly oflSce was 
dropped, but in most of the suborainate depart- 
ments of gorernment, ancient forms and names 
were retained. Such a portion of power had at 
an times been exercised oy the people and their 
represcntatiTM, that the change of sovereignty was 
hardly perc<iptib1e, and the rerolution took place 
without violence or couTulsion. Popular eJeraons 
elevated private citiiens to the same offices which 
formeriy bad been conferred by royal appointment. 
The people felt an uninterrupted contmuation of 
the blesBings of law and govemasent under old 
names, though derived i^ma new sorereignty, and 
were scarcely sensible of any change in ueir poU- 
tical constitution. The checks and balances which 
restrained the popular assemblies under the royal 
government, were partly dropped and partly re- 
tained, by sidMtitntiog something of the same kind. 
The temper of the people would not pemdt tliat 
any one man, however exalted by office, or distin- 

Siiubed by abilities, should have a negatire on the 
eclared sense of a majority of their representa- 
tives ; but the experience of all agte had taught 
them the danger of lodging all power in one body 
of men. A second branch of le^lature, consisting 
of a few select persons, under the name of senate, 
or council, was therefore constituted in eleven of 
the thirteen states, and their concurrence made no 



bnuch of popular wpresenlaflf — , 
New-Tork and Massachusets went one step far. 
Uier. The fotmer constituted a council of reriaid*. 
consisting of tlm goremor and the heads of jndidnl 
departments, on whose ofejeeting to any proposod 
law, a reconsideration became n oo ess ar y, and ot- 
leas it was confinned by two-tibirds of both honacssy 
it oould have no operation. A similar power was 
fflven to tfie governor' of Jiassarhnsets ; Georgin 
and Pennsylvania were the only states whose legis- 
lature connsted of only one branch. Though many 
In these states, and a nugority in all tihe otherv,saw 
and acknowledged the propriety of a eompomided 
legislature, yet the modiB of creating two branches 
out of a homogeneous mam of people, was a matter 
of difficulty. No distinction of ranks existed in the 
odonies, and none were entitled to any rights, bvt 
such as were c om mon to alL Some possessed more 
wealth than others, but riches and ability were not 
always associated. Ten of die eleven stides, whoee 
legisutnres consisted of two brandies, ordained 
that the members of both shoald be elected by the 
people. This rather anade two co-ordinate houses 
ef representatives, than a cheA on aslni^ one, by 
flm moderation of a sdect few. If arylaad adopted 
a singular plan for oonstitutlng an independsait 
senate. By her constitntion, the membera of thmt 
body were elected for ikve yean, whUe die munsh 
ben of the house of delegates bdd their seats only 
for one. The number of senatora was only fifteen, 
and they were all elected indiscriminately fhim the 
inhabitants of any part of the state, excepting that 
nine of tiiem were to be residents on the wesLand 
six on the east side of the Cawsapeak Bay. ney 
were elected not immediatdy by the people, bat 
by dectora, two from eadi county, appointed by 
the inhabitants for that sole purpose. By these re- 
gulations, die senate of Marpand consisted of men 
of influence, integrit}\ and abilities ; and sndi aa 
were a red and benencid check on the hasty pro- 
ceedings of a more numerous branch of popular 
representatfves. Hie laws of that state were weR 
digested, and its interests steadily pursued, with a 
pecdiar unity of system ; while elsewhere it toe 
often happened, in the fluetoadon of public swt in 
dies, and where the legislattve department was 
not saffidendy <&ecked, diatpassion and party pre* 
dominated over principle and public good. 

Pennsylvania, instead of a isgidanTe eouncil or 
senate, adopted the expedient of pofalisking UOa 
after the second readbig. for the informatian of die- 
inhabitants. This had its advantages and disad 
vantagea. It prevented the precipitate adoption of 
new reguladons, and gave an opportunity oif as o t p 
taining tiie aense of the people on those laws fay 
which they were to be bound : But it oanied the 
spirit of diirussiein into every ootner,and dJsrnfbed 
the peace and harmony of ndgh b en ri meds . By 
makag die business of^goremment the duty ef 
erery man, it drew ofl'the attention of many from 
the steady punniit of thdr respective bnshneesci. 

nie state of Pennsylvania also adopted another 
constitution peculiar to itself, under the denonin^ 
tion of a council of censors. These were to be 
chosen once every seven years, and were j 
to inquire whether the constitution bad been 
serred— whether the legislative and exec 
branch of government had performed their duty, or 
amnmed to diemsdves, or exercised odieror great- 
er powen than those to which they were constfts- 
tionally entitled : To fasqoire whether the piftHo 
taxes had been justly Idd and collected, and in 
what manner the pd^ monies had been d&qpooed 
of, and whether the laws had been ddy executed. 
Uowerer exceUeut this institution may appear in 
theory, it is doubtfd whether In practice it win an- 
swer any rdndile end. It most certainly opens a 
door for discord, and ftimishos abundant matter for 
periodicd altercation. Either ftxmi die dispodtlon 
of its inhabitants, its form of government, or some 
other cause, the people of Pennsylvania have coa- 
standy been in estate of fermentathm. The end of 
one public controveny has been the beginning «f 
another. IVom the collidon of parties, the mmda 
of the dtiaens were sharpened, and thcdr ao> 
tire powen improved ; but tntemd harmony haa 
been unknown. Those who were out of place oo 
narrowly watched those who were in', diat nothing 
injurious to the public codd be easily eflected ; bnt 
from the fluctuation of power, and the total want el 
permanent system, nothing great or lasting oould 



cenary to give the validity of law to^e acts of a ^ with safety be undertaken, or prosccntcd to cfiect. 



GEORGE III. 1700-1620. 



Under all thcM^lndTsateffM the ■tate'iloiirithed, 
'and, from die indnatry and Ingenuity of iia inb«lri. 
taati, acquired an nnrlTnlled atfcendeacy in arts 
and nianafiu:tnro«. Tliis moat, in a great measure, 
bo annribed to the iafluenoe ef habit*, of older, and 
fauioBtry, that had long prerailed. 

The Americans agreed hi appobidng a supreme 
eiuxrntire head t<roaeh state, with the titie either 
of goreraor or president. They also agreed in de- 
rirfiig the whole powers of fforemmen^ eithcv me- 
diately or immediately, from ttie people. In the 
enstam states, and in New-Yori^ thdr goremors 
vere elected by the inhabitants, in flteir respectire 
towns or coimoes, and in the other states by the 
legislatures ; but in no case was dte smallest tittle 
of power ezerdsed from hereditary right. New< 
York was the onlj state which inTe*ted Its gorer- 
nor with execnlire authority without a council. 
Sttdi was the extreme jealoosy of power which per- 
vaded the American states, tiiat thoT did not thlok 
proper to trost the man m fheir choice w]& the 
power of executing their own detcnninaCions, withp 
out obliging him in many eases to take tfie adtice 
of such counsellors as they thought proper to no- 
minate. The disadvantages of the Insntutlon far 
outweighed its adTantages. Had the gOTomors 
•ucceeded by heieditary right, a oouncO wonld hare 
been often neoesaary to supply the real want of' 
ahilides ; but when an IndiTidnal had been selected 
by the people as the fittest person for discbarsing 
the duttaa of thii Ugh department, to fetter him 
with a council was either to lessen his capacity of 
doing ipood, or to fkrmish him with a screen for do- 
ing e^. It deatn>3red the secrecy, Tigoor, and 
despateh, which the executive power ought to 
pos se s s ; and by making goremment acts the acts 
of a body, diminished indlTldaal responsibility. In 
•ome states It greatiy enhimced the exponsea of 
govemmeat, and in all, retarded its operatioos 
witliont auT eqoiralent advantages. 

Mew- York, in anoflaer particaur, displayed poli- 
tical sagaci^ Sttp«rior to her neighbours. This 
was in her council of appointment, consisting of 
one senator from each of her firar great election 
districts, anttioilsed to designate proper penons for 
filhng racandes In the executiTo departments of 
goTemment. Large bodies are for from being the 
most proper depoiltaries of the power of appoin^ 
to oflSoes 
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The assiduous atlention of candidates 
to bias the voice of indiriduals in popular 
s. Besides, in such appointments, the 
responsibUity finr the oondnct of the uflicer is in a 
gTMl measure annihilated. The concurrence of a 
■oleet Hiw on the nomination of one, seems a moro 
eli^le mode for securing a proper ehcfoe, than ap- 
nomtmenti nuide either by one, or by a numerous 
body. In the former case there would be danger of 
fiiTouritism; In the latter, a modest unassuming 
merit wonld be overlooked, in fovonr of the forward 
and obeequions. 

A rotation ef pid>lic officers made a part of most 
of the American oonstitations. Frequent elections 
were required by aU, but several proceeded still 
forther, and deprived the electors of the power of 
continuing the same pfflce in tiie same hands, after 
a specified length of time. Young politicians sud- 
denly called from the ordinary walks of life, to 
make laws and institute fonns of government, 
turned their attentiop to the histories of andent 
republics, and the writings of - neculatire men 
on the sidijeet of government. Thb led them into 
many errors, and occasioned them to adopt opin- 
ions, unsuitable to the state of soelety in America, 
and oontrarv to tiie genius of real republicanism. 

The prindple of rotation was earned so Ihr, that 
In some of the states, pnbHo oAoers in several de- 
partments scarcely Imew their ofleial duty. tUl 
they were obliged to retire and give place to otharv, 
as ignorant as they had been on their fint appoint- 
ment. If ofitoes kiad been instituted for tlM benefit 
of ttie holders, the poliey of dimssing these benefits 
wonld have been proper; but Instttnted ae they 
were for the convenience of the public, the end wae 
marred bv budi frvqoent changes. By confining 
die objects of choice, it diminished the privileges of 
electors, and frequently deprived them of the li- 
berty of 'choosing the man who, from previous ex- 
e Silence, was of aB men the most snttable. Ilie 
vourers of this system of rotation contended for 
it, as likely to prevent a perpetalty of ofitoe aitd 
power in the same individaal or ftually, and as a 
aec^nlty agaiaaC hereditary bonows. Tb this it 



was replied, that free, foir, and frequent elections 
W4rro I bo most natural and proper securities for 
the liberties of the people, it produced a moro 
general difi'usion of poliucal knowledge, but made 
moro smatlerers thsin adepcj ka the science of guv- 
emmont. 

Aa a fartiier security for the continuance of r»> 
publican principles in the American constitution, 
they agreed in prohibiting all hereditary honoors 
and distinction of ranks. 

It Is not easy to define die power of the state 
legislatures, so as to prevent a dasbing between 
their jurisdiction and that of the general govern- 
ment. On mature deliberation ft was thought pro 
per, that the former should be abridged of the pow- 
er of forming any other confederation or alliance— 
of laying on any imposts or dudes that might inter- 
fere with treades made by congr e ss or luring up 
any vessels of war, or granting letters of marque <Hr 
reprisals. The powers of congress were also de- 
fined. Of these the prindpal were as follows : To 
have the solti and exclusive ri^t of determining on 
peace and war— of sending and receiving ambassa- 
dors—of entering into treaties and alliances— of 
granting letters of marque and reprisals in time of 
war— to be the last resort cm appeal in aU disputes 
between two or more statee— to have the sole and 
exdadve right of regulating the alloy and value of 
ooin-~«f fixing the standard of weipits and meas- 
un*s— regulating the trade and managing aU ailhira 
with the Indians— €9Stablishing and regulating post- 
ofikws — to borrow money or <miit bills on tibe credit 
of die United States— to build and eqdp a navy — 
to agree npon the number of land forces, and to 
make requisitions fr«m each state for its quoth oT 
men, in proportion to the number of its wiiite inhab- 
itants. 

On dte fourth day after the arrival of the British 
<^ Sandy Hook congress ratified the declaration of 
independence ; it was published at the head of th4 
American army, and though they wero eye-wit- 
nesses of the immense force whiin was preparing 
to act against them, both oflkcers and privates gave 
every evidence of dieir hearty approbation of the 
decree which severed the colonies from Great Bri- 
tain, and submitted to the decision of the sword, 
whether they should be free states or conquered 
provincea. 

PREPARATIONS FOR THB DEPSNCB OF 
NEW-YORK. 

It had early occurred to general Washington, 
that the p ot s es si o n of New- York would be with the 
British a flnrourite dgect. Its central ritnation and 
oontiguity to the ocean enabled them to carry widi 
focQity tho war to any part of the rea-coast. llie 
possession of it was rendered still more valuable by 
the ease with which it could be maintained. Sur- 
rounded on all rides by water, it was defensible by 
a snaaU number of Briosh ships, against advenaries 
whose whole navy consisted only of a few frigates. 
Hudson's river bdng narigable for ships of the larg- 
est rise to a great distance, afibrded an opportunity 
of severing tiie eastern firom die more soodiem 
states, and of preventing almost any conununica> 
don between diem. 
Fkom these well-known advantagea. It was pre- 
med by the Americans,- that the British would 



make great exertions to effect the reduction of 
New-York. Oenerd Lee, while the British were 
vet in possession of the capital of Maasadrasets, 
had beoi detached from Cambridge, to put Long 
Island and New-Yorii into a posture of dtfenoe. As 
the departure of the Britidi from Boston became 
more certain, the probability of their instandy go- 
ing to New-York increased the neceadty of collect^ 
ing a ftirce for its safety. It had been therefore 
ai^eed in a council of war, diat five reginwnts, to- 
gether with a rifie battalien, should march without 
delay to New-Yoik, and dmt the states ef New 
Yorib and New-Jersey diould be requested to Itaw 
aisb, the forawr two dwusand, and the latter on* 
thonsand men flifr its immediate defence. General 
Washington soon followed, and eariy in April fix- 
ed hie head quarters in that dty. A new distribu- 
tion of die American army took place : Part was 
left in Massarhusf, between two and three thon- 
sand wero ordered to Canada, but the greater part 
rendeavoused at N«rw-YoriL 

Bxperioneo had taught the Americans th« d^SW 
cnlty of attacking an army aftti it had effected a 
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lodgnMUt. Thsjr ftawftira 
tiooii to proTent the Btiliah fima eqjoyteg the ad- 
TaataftM in N«w-Yori(, whidi had ramlced from 
their Mivluff boeu pmnitted to Und and fiirtiff 
tbenselfos in Bootoo. 'Tho •uddcA conwilocwn— t 
of hostilities in MaaMbcboseti, together with the 
prerion* ondistorbed Inoding of the raytl Brmj, al- 
lowed no time for deliberatinf on a tyatem of war. 
A change of ciroomitancee indiealod tho propriety 
of ItxiDg on a plan for oondocting the defenoe of tho 
new-formed atateo. On Ihie ooearion goMral Waab- 
ington, after muoh thought, dolefvioed on a war of 
poots. This mode of conducting military operadens 
garo oonfldence to the Americans, and besides, it 
both ratarded and alaimed their adrenaries. The 
soldien in the American amy were new lories, and 
had not yet learned to stand nneovered he iw t Che 
instramenli of issth ; hrtdtnaliiig them to 
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Handed by freemen. ¥tmu Tiews of this 
works were erected in and above New-Toifc, on 
I.ong island, and the heights of Uaertem. Tlmmt 
besides beMsriee, wow fleM redoabts, fawied of 
earth, with a nawpei and ditch. The faiinsr wesv 
sometimeo mdscd, and the latter pahsadoed, bat 
they were in no insfanoe formed to sustain a siego. 
Slight as they were, the «iampaign was neaily was^ 
od away bolore they were so fhr r e d n c ed, as to per- 
mit the royal aimy to penetrate into the country. 

The war hariag taken a more important turn 
tfum in the preoodiog^ year had been fon 
congress, at the opening of the campaign, 

tiiemselTcs destitate of a force sufllcient lor 

delbnoe. They therefore m iune determined on a 
plan to reinforoe their oontinetttal army, by faring* 
mg into the Aeld a new species of tro«q^, that 
would be mare permanent than the eemmon militia, 
and yet asore eaeily wised than regularai With 
this View they inetihrtsd a flying camp, to consist 
ofaninteimadiatecoqw, between regular soldien 
and militia. Ten thousan d men were called for 
frum the states of Peansylrania, Marylwul, and 
Dolawwot to be in oonstant service to the first day 
of the ensuing December. Congresf at the same 
time called for ISJBM of the common miliiia finum 
Massachuseti, CoBnectteut, New- York, and New- 
Jersey. The men for tonMl n g the flying camp were 
generallT procured, but there wero great deflcien- 
diss of uo abulia, and many of those who obeybd 
their country's oau, m an if ested a vdnotanoe to' soIk 
mit to dm necessary discipline of oimps* 

The nneertainty of the place where tlko British 
would oonunenoe their operations added much to 
tiM eodMunraasBMnt of general Weshington. 



ATTEMPTS AT NEGOHATION. 

Tbi two royal comnussioners, admiral and gen- 
eral Howob thought proper, before they commenced 
their mOitury operatiens,to try what might be done 
hi their eivfl capacity, towards eflbcting a reunie» 
between .Great Biitain and ^e colonies. It was 
one of the flnt acts of lord Howe» to send on shore 
a droular letter to soToral of the royal gOTemors in 
Aaaecioa» iaformiac them of the late act of parlia- 
ment, " for restormg peece to the cohmift^ and 
granting pardon to anon as should deserre meroy," 
and doMiing them to pnUish a declaration whicdi 
aoccmpanied tho samo. In this he informed the 
colonists of the powers iHth whidi his brother and 
he were intnMted, " of granting general or partft- 
onlar pardons to aU those who, timugh they had 
deiriated from their allegiance, wera willing to r»> 
torn to their duty," and of declaiiiig ** any edony, 
prorinee, county, or town, post, district, or plaoe, 
to bo at the peace of Us mioesty/' Coagrem. im> 
pressed with a belief, tiiat the propMals of the 
rommisaionera, instead of disuniting the people, 
would hare a cootrarv eflbct, ordered them to be 
speedy pwbMshed in ue sereral Aaaerisan news- 

Kipera. Had a redress of grierancee been at this 
to hour oflered, though the honour of the statse 
was inrolred In supporting their late declaration 
of independence^ yet the lore of peace, and tho 
bias of great numbers to their parent state, would 
in all mbabOity have nmde a p ower fu l party for 
resdnoing die act of separation, and for rouniting- 
with Grant Britahi. But when it appeared that, 
the power of the royal rommissionera was Uttio 



daration of the royal ooanaiarionera, aasigued n 
rsaaon thereof to be, " that the good peopleof the 
United Smtes may be informed of what natara are 
tbe commisstoners. and what tho toima, with ex- 
pecutfon of which the insidiiwe court of Great 
Biitaki had ondsaTOurod to amuse and 



thum. and that the fow who still 

by a hope, flraaded either in die justice or 

taon ol their lata king, may now at length be 

▼inoed that therahmr alone of their country is tn 

save its ttbertles." 

About tho sanae time flaga weraaent ashore by 
lord Howe widt a letter directed to GMrge WMi- 
iogton, Esq. wfai^ Im t of medte raoeifUb m 
iag addrsaaed to Mm win 
In hia letter to oangnmei 
"IwMldMten 

tapuMBlBfte; hut in dds inetanoe I 
itn duty to aay ceuntrr end appolutaaton^ to 
OB that r ea p e c t^ whkh in asiy otha 
riew I ihmid wflttigly have waved." Coni 
uppkuided hia oonduct in a ^ 
•t tho aease tiaae dkected, that no letter or 
shoald be reoelved on any oceaaion whatever, fkvm 
the enemy, by tho commander in eUef, or odierw 
the commanders of the Aamsioan army, but auch m 
wera dirooted to thoan h 
aUjr austoined. 

Some lime after wtHm 
aent to New-York bv geneial Howe, with a letter 
addrsssed to gsneral Waahtegton, *c. &c. Ac On 
an interview the a4hitant^eneral, after riprresimg 
his hif^h este*a iar the poison and character of the 
Imoncan general, and declaring, that it w 
faitended to derecato from the respect due 
rank, ezpreoaed hia hepea that tho et egteras 
remove the impediments to their Gorrespondenee* 
General Waahtngton raplied, ** That a letter diract- 
ed to any person in a puUio eharaoter ■heulil luuve 
aome description of it, otherwiN it would appear n 
mora priTOto letter; that It was true the it csforwr 
hnpUed every thing; but they also implied any 
thmg ; and that he should thorefora decline the re- 
coiriog of any letter directed to him as a private 
person, when it related to his public stetitn." A 
long confennee enawed, in which" the 
general obaorved, " that the amn^dm 
araaed with great powen, end would borery httpyt 
in eflbcdng an acSMomodadan." Ho reo^veSuE? 
aaswer, «< that firom what appeared, their 
wera only to grant pardon; that they 
co m mi t rod no foult wanted no purdeau" St.^ 
diia interview, a letter from Howe, respecdng 
onen, which was properly addressed to Wi ~ 
ton, was reoeived. 

While die British, by their manifostoos atfd 
elarations, wero ondeaTouiing to separate 
who preferred a reconaBiation with Great Britirin 
from thow who wera the frienda of independgnce^ 
ooagreaa,by a aimflar peliey, was attemtating te de^ 
taoh theforeigBen, who had. come wini tiierayal 
troops, Irom the service of b'la Brttonnie ttw^vtty. 
Befora hostOides had coaameneed, the foUowina re* 
solntion waa adopted and circulated oaeng meee 
on whom it waa intended to operate : *« Beaeived, 
that dmra atatea will receive all suoh f ^reig neia 
who ahall leave the anniea of hia Btitanaie m^euty 
in Amofisa, and ahaH dweae to become meaahei 
any of theae atatea, und they ahall be proteeto 
tbe free eserdae of dieir respecdve rougioiM, 
bo faivested wHh the rights, privileges, and 1 
munities of nedvea, aa eataUUhed by the Inwa aC 
theae atatea; end mereever, that diis longium i 



provide for 



such person iifty 



wfll 



M unM. 
nropiiated lands tit soaao of these stotes, to be held 
by Aim and hia hein as abaoluie property." 

The numbers which wera prepared to op p eee die 
Briddv when diey should disembark, aaBdedrnm 
for aouM time cautiona of proceeding to their ate. 
jocted land oneretioiis ; but the superiority of their 
navy onablod them to go by water uMtheaoever 
they pleased. 

On the l«di of July, a British forty^un ahlp^ with 
aome smaUer vessels, sailed up North Biver, with- 
out reseiving any damage of consequeaoe, though 
flrad upon from the batteries of New- York, Paule^ 
Hook, Red Bank, and Gevernoc^ Island. An mu 
tempt was made, not long after, with two flra 
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to dastraj tbe Bridah Tenelii in tlio North Riv«r, | 
bat without ' effecting ttaj thing more than ihe 
Imming of a tender. They were abo attacked with 
row-gaUieB, but to little purpose. After aome tine 
die Phoenix and Rose men of war came down the 
ifver and joined Oie fleet. Every eflbrt of tbe Ame- 
ricana from their iMtteriea on land, aa well w their 
•luntiona on tbe water, proved melTectaal. The 
Britiah «hipa paaaed with leaa loaa than waa gender- 
ally e&peeted ; but oerertheleaa the damage they 
veoeived waa aneh aa deterred them from frequent- 
ly repealing the experiment. In two or tLree in< 
■tandei tlu^aaeended the North RiTor, and in one 
or two the B«at River, bvt thoee %hioh sailed np 
tihe fonner opeedfly retnmed, and by tiwir retmn 
a free eommnnJcation waa opened through tbe ftp- 
per part of the state. 

The American army In and near New-Yoil: 
ansoanted to seventeen thouoand two hvndred and 
tventy-llTe ttien. Theoe were mostly new troops, 
and wefe ^vided in many small and nooonneetod 
posts, some of which were ilfteen miles removed 
mm others; Tbe Bridsh force about New-Yorfc 
was Increasing by freqnent soooessive arrirals from 
HalBbi, South-Carolina, Florida, the West Indies. 
and BaropfB. But so m»ny unforeseen ddays had 
taken place, that the monA of Angnst was far ad- 
vanced before they 
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eampalgii. 



were in a oondinon to open tiie 



ANBIUCANB DBPBATBD AT LONG ISLAND. 
Wnan all thtngs wore ready, ttie British com- 
manders resohred to make their irst atlmnnt upon 
Long IsUtnd. This was prsitenred to New- York, as 
Itahoanded with those supplies which dieir fbrees 



seomi 

'am British landed, withent oppesMoii, between 
two small towns, Utredtt and Okavesend. Tlie 
American works proteetod a small peninsula, bar- 
ing Wallabeut Bay to tlie left, and stretching over 
to Red Hook on the right, the Bast River being in 
their rear. General SuUivan, with a*strong force, 
was eaeamped within these woiks at Brooklyn. 
From the oast side of the narrows runs a ridge of 
hills uwreved with thick wood, about five -or rit 
miles In length, which tenadhmtes near Jamaica. 
fhere were tliree passes through these hUla, one 
near tte narrows, a second on the Platbush road. 
and a tUrd on the Bedford road, and they are all 
defensible. Iliese were the only roads which could 
be passed firom the south side of the hills to the 
American lines, except a road which led round the 
eastei'ly end of the hills to Jamaica. The Ameri- 
enns had eight hundred men on each of these roads, 
aad eolondT Miles was placed with his battalion of 
iMeaaon, to guard the road firom the south of the 
hills to Jamtfca. and to waftdi fbm motions of the 



General do Ueis^, with his Hesrians, took post 
at Fiathosh in the evening of the twenty-sixth of 
Angwrt. lb, the following night the greater nart of 
Ae British army, ooanmanded by g«meral Clintoa, 

ihed to cahi the road leading round the eaateriy 

ti the lulls to Jamaica, and 



«nd of the hills to Jamaica, and to turn the left of 
the Americana* Heamved about two houn before 
daywitMnhaifamileofttueroad. One of his par- 
ties foB in with a patrole of American oflteera, aad 
took them aU prisonen, wUoh p revented th»eo(rly 
on of intriUgenoe. Upon the flrst ap- 
of day, general CUntan advanoed, and 
on of the hel^bta ovee irirfoh tim voad 
Oeneral Grant, with the Mfc wing, ad- 
Tanced along, the comt by tfw west seed, near tho 
aarrowa ; but tUa was intended chiefly os a feint. 

The guard which was stationed a* this load fled 
withent maUag any resistance. A fow of them 
weee afterwards laflied by lord Stirling, who ad- 
loed with fifteen hnndrod men, and took psa- 
of a hin about two miles fbom tbe Amerfcan 
*, and in front of general GranL 
An attack was made very early in tiw morning 
.of the twentyeeventii of August, by tim Hessians 
Irom Flatbwsh, under general de UeistDr, aad by 
Mioral Giant on the coimt, and was well siqiported 
hnt a considerable tiam by both aidee. The Ameri- 
cans who opposed general de Heistei wete first in- 
formed of the approach of general Clinton, who had 
ooaae round on their Isfu Itey imaaediately be- 
gan to retreat to their camp, but won intercept e d 
by Hbm right wing under general Clinton, who got 
fato Ow rear of their Isfl, aad attacked them with 
Wft Ugkt'imiimtry and dngomw while 



their lines. Tber were driven back till ^y were 
met by the Uesauna. They were tiioa alternately 
chased and intercepted, l>etween gencfral de Heia* 
ter and general CImton. Some of their regimen to 
nevertheleaa found their way to tho camp. Tho 
Americana under lord Stirling, consiatjng of colonel 
Milea's twolwttalionB, colonel AUtfe'a, colonel Small* 
wood'a, and colonel Hatebe's regimenta, who were 
engaged with general Grant, fought with great re- 
aolution Ibr about aix hours. They were uninform- 
ed of tiie movemenia made by general Clinton, till 
some of the troops under his command bad trarer- 
sed the whole extent of country in tlieir rear. Their 
rahreat was thus intercepted ; but soTcral, notwitii' 
standing, broke through, and got into the woods ; 
many threw themselves into this marsh, some were 
drowned, and others perished in the mud, but a 
oonalderafale nmnber escaped by this way to tiielr 
Unes. 

The king's troops dbplayod groat Talonr througb. 
oat tiie whole day. The Tariety of the ground oc- 
casioned a sttccemlon of smaU engagementa, pur* 
anito, and slaughter, which lasted for many hours. 
British discipline in every instance triumphed over 
the native valour of raw troops, who had never been 
in action, and whose oflloers were unacquainted 
with the stratagems of war. 

In the time of tlie engageoMnt, and subsequent 
to i^ general Washington drew over to Long Is* 
land the greatest part of his army. After he had 
collected bis prinoapal force there, it was his wish 
and hope that Sir^ittiam Howe would attempt to 
■toem the woiks on the isbnd. Iltoso, tliough in. 
sandent to stand a regular riegs, were 
enough to reaiat a eonp-do-msln. ineremeu 
of Buakev'a Hill, and a desire to spare his men, 
strained the British genoral from moddug an 
eanlt. On the contrary, he made desMmstratifl 
of proceeding by siege, and broke greond 
dttee hundred yards to ihb left at Putnam's re> 
doubt. Though general Washington wished for an 
amaolt, yet being certain that his weiks would bd 
nntettu>ls when the British bttteries should be 
ftally opened, on the thirtieth of August he called a 
councif of war, to consult on the measmea proper 
to be taken. It was then determined that tiie ob- 
Jocto in riew were in no degree proportioned totim 
dangers to which, by a continuance on the island, 
they would be expoaed. Conformably to tiiis opin- 
ion, dispositions were made for an inunediato re- 
treat This commenced soon after it was dark ikom 
two points,.the vjnpor and lower fenrles on Bast 
River. General VDougal regulated the embartca- 
tlon at one. and ookmiu Knox at tlie otiier. The 
intention of evacuating the island had been so pru- 
dently eoneealed from the Amerisans, that tiiey 
knew not whMier diey were going, but supposed 
to attack the enemy. The field artiBery, tonto, 
baggage, and about ntoe thousand men, were con- 
veyed to tiw city of Ncw-Yoric orer Bast River, 
more than a mile wide, in lem than thirteen bourse 
and without the knowledge of the British, though 
not six hundred yards distant. Proridenoe in a re- 
markable mamier fovourod the retreating army. 
For some time after tiie Americans began to cross, 
the state of the tide and a strong aertti'east wind 
made It impassible fos them to mske nw of their 
sail-boats, and their wtml^niuiriier of row-boats was 
iasuflklent for completing the businem in the course 
of the night. But about eleven o'clock the wind 
died away, and soon after nrnng up at south-east, 
and blew fresh, vriiich iunderod* me qail-boata of 
at the same time made the passage from 



possage 
the iiland to the dty, direct, easy, an J oqpeditious. 
Towardi mooring an extreme vUdL fog came up, 
which- hovered orwr Long Island, and by conced- 
ing the Americans, ensiied tiiem to complete their 
retreat withoat intermptioii, though the dav had 
begun to dawn some time before it was finished. 
By a mistake in tibe traasmiMion of orders, the 
Anaeriesn lines were eteaeusMd for about tiuee 
quarters of an hour befote -the last embarkation 
took places bat the Britiah, tiiouah so near, that 



their wetking parties coUd be distincdy heard, be- 
ing envelopod m tho fog. 



nothing of the mat- 
ter. The fineawete reposasmed and held tW rix 
o'Aloi^ in the morning, when every tiling except 
some heavy cdanen was removed. General Mif- 
ttm^ who eenmianded tiie rear^guard, left tfie Unes, 
and undnv tiie cover of the fog got oiTsafe. In about 
half an hour tlie fog cleared away, and tiie British 
entered the woika^r M c h had been just relinquished 

P 
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Had tbe wind not slilftod, fhe half of the Ammifwi 
■nny conld not karo croeted. and eTen ai it was, 
af the A»f had not oonoealed their rear, it nraat 
hare been dJaeorered, and oonld hardly hare eeoap- 
ed. General SidliTan, who wac taken piiaoner on 
Lone Idand, was innnediately eent on parole^ with 
the nHowing rerbal meesace fhnn lord Howe to 



congioM, " teat OionfEh he oouldfiot at present treat 
wllhthem in that oharaeter, yet he was Tory deair- 
•V0 of haTinf a oonference with aome of the mem- 
ben, whom he woold consider as piivate aenUe- 
men ; tfiat he, with his brother the general, had 
rail power to compromise the dbpute between Great 
Britain and America, tqpon teims adTsntageons to 
both— 4hat he wished a compact might be settled 
M a tinuB when no dedsire blow was strack* and 
neitiier party bonld say it was cem p e fl ed to enter 
into such agreementr— that were they disposed to 
treat, many things which they had not yet asked, 
might and oni^t to be granted ; and tibiat if upon 
ooBlorenoe they found anv probable ground or ao- 
eommodation, the aiUhoilty of congress would be 
afterwards acknowledged, to render Htm treaty 
eopig^ete." Three days after tfiis message was re- 
ceiTO^ general SnlUran was requested to inform 
lord Howe, " That congrem beinf the representsp 
Hres of the free and independent States of America, 
they cannot wiAj w u u r iet y send any of their mem* 
bets to confor with his lordship In their piiTate 
eharai^wri ; but that, erer desirens of establishing 
peace on reason a b le terms, tlwy wiU send a com- 
mittee of their body, to know whether he has any 
authority to treat with persons autfiorised by con. 
f ress for that purpose, on behalf of America, and 
what that auAority is ; and to hear such proposi- 
tions as he shall think At to make respecfing the 
aaoM." They elected Dr. Fianklin, John Adamst 
and Edward Rmlage, their committee for tfiis pnr- 

Eae. In a fow days they met lord Howe on Staten 
and, and were reoeiTed with great. poHtenees. 
On their return diey made a report of their con- 
ference, which they amnmed up by MTing, ** It did 
not appear to your committee that his lordshipls 
nrmmisiinn contained any other aatiiority than that 
eapressed in ttie act of parUament; namely, that of 
granting pardons, with such exceptions as the com- 
missiooers shaJl think proper to make, and of de- 
claring America, or any put of it, to be in ttie king's 
neace onsulanission : for as to the power of imjuiring 
mto the stato of America, which nis lordship men- 
tloned to OS, mad of confening and consulting with 
any persons the commissioners aught think proper, 
representing the result of such eo n ye wa lionto 
the ministry, who, prorided tbm colonies would snb- 
themselres, nnght after alL or might net, at 
pleasure, make any almmtlons in the former 
instructions to goremon, or propose In parliament 
any amendment of tbm acti oompained of ; we ap- 
prehend any eapectatlon from Qie effect ti such a 
power would hi^e been too uncertain and pracari- 
ous to be relied «n by Asserica, had she anfl ooup 
tfakued in her atate of dependance.'* Lord Howe 
had ended the eonforence on Ua part^ by eaprem 
ing hia regard for America, and the extreme pain 
he wonU suffer in being obUaed to diatrem moae 
whom he ao much regarded. Dr. T^anhlin thanked 
him for hia regarda, and assured him, " that the 
Americans would show their gratitude, by endear 
TOttrina to lessen as much as possible all pain he 
1 mijdkt feel on dieir account, by exerting their utmost 
afaOities in .taking good care of themsMres." 
> The committee in erery respect maintained the 
dignity of congress. Thar conduct and sentiments 
were such as became their character. Tim friends 
to independence rt;f deed that nothing resulted from 
this Interview that might dbunite the people. Con- 
gress, trusting to the good sense of ttieir coantry- 
men, ordered the whole to be printed for tlieir in- 
formation. An the states would hare then rcgoieed 
nt leas beneAdal terms than they obtained about 
aeren yean after. But Great Britain counted on 
the certaintT of their ahaolnte conquest^ or uncondi- 
tional submasion. Her offen therefore ccusported 
ao Utae with the feetinga of America, Aat they nei- 
tiier caused denmr nor disunion among tiie new- 
formed states. 

The unsuccemfttl termination of the action on 
the Vth led to consequences mere seriously alarm- 
ing to the Americans than the loaa of their men. 
The army waa unireraally dianirited. The mili- 
tfa r«^ off by coanpaniea. Ihefr example infoct- 
9d the ngular regtanenla. The. Ioom footing on 



which the auUitia 



to camp, made it 
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to exeniae erer them Uiat disapUne, withont iriiioh 
an armyJs a mob. To restrain opoe part of an ai^y 
while another cUiaMd and exercised the ri^it at 
doiag as they pleased, was no 



yet 



NEW-TORK TAKEN. 

A COUNCIL of war recommended to act en 
defensiTo, and not to risk the army for tbe sake 
New- York. To retreat, subjected the 
in chief to reflec t io n s pdnf ol to bear, and 
politic to refuto : to stand his ground, 
fering **i"**^*'' to be surrounded, to hai 
of America on one dectsire engagement, 
trMry to erery rational plan of derandlng the wldn- 
extended states committed to his care. A i 
line b etween abandoning and defending wee 
fore for a short lime adopted. The public _ 
were moved to I>ol>b^ Pori7f about » aules 
New- York; 19/MO men were ordered to the norths 
em extremity of New- York Island, and 49M to re- 
main for tbe d ef ence of the city, while ttte i 
dor occupied Uie intermediate space, with 
either to support the city or Kingsbridge, 



gencies might require. Before the Brinrit landed. 
It was impossible to tell what place would be 
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attacked : this made it necessary to erect wovfce i 
the defence of a variety of places as wdl as of Nei 
YaA, Though every thing was abandoned 
tile cri^ came that other the cite mast be 
ouished, or the army risked for Iti 
nom tiie delays occasioned by the 
other works vmlch had been erected en the idea ef 
the defence of the states a war of poots^ a 
impaign was Iq^ to the British, and saved 
to the Americans. The year began wim hopesi 
Great Britain would reeede Item her dea 
therefore every plan of defence was on a 

2 stem. The declaration of 
e violence of Great Britain forced the( 
adept in July, though 

necessity of organiring an armvon new 

respondent to ttM enlargr' '' — "~ "-^ 

had resolved to contend. 

the Idth of Septeniber, dot 

talions, to serve during the 

comstmicea, to wear awav the campaign with aa 

litUe misfortune as poaaible, and thereby to gain 

time for raising apennanent army agateatthe nest 

year, waa to tbe Americana a flutter of the laat las- 

Sortanoe. lliough the commander in ddef shun 
oned thoae worics, which hadengreaaed mnch ttea 
and attention, yet tlie advantage reaalth^r ftmn the 
delays they occasioned, Ur oveif 
pense incurred by their erection. 
General Howe naving prepared 

a descent en New-Yori^ Island, began, en 

her 15, to land his bmu under cover of sUpa ol war, 
between Kepp'a Bay and Turtle Bay. A r 
had been erected in the vicinity, and a 
tioned in it to oppoee^e Bridih, in eas^ of 
attempting to land; but on the Arot i 
danger, they ran off in confusion. Thai 
in chief caaae up, and in vain attemwtod to 
them. Though the Britishin sight didnot 
sixty, he could not, either by example, c 
aathority, prevail on a superior ferae to i 
ground, UM face tihat Inconsiderable I 
dastardly condtict raised a tempest in the 
tranquil mind of general Waohingtoa. Having eaa- 
barked in the American cause frmn the purest psaa- 
ci|des. he viewed with inilnite ooncem this shama- 
fru behaviour, as threatming ruin to Us co nntry. 
He recollected the aaany dedaiations of nonarem^ 
of tiie army, and of the inhabiranto, preferrinji B> 
bertytohfe, and death to dishonour, andcontrnetad 
them with their prteent scandalens flight. Bntata- 
sive cottflacations and numerous attalnden nen- 
sented tfiemselves in ftdl view to hia agitated mM. 
He eaw, in imagination, new formed states, 
tlie means of defence in tiieir hands, and the 
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prospects of liberty before them, levelled to the 
dust, and such oonstitetions imposed < 
were likely to crush the vigour of the h 
while the unsnccess ft d issue of the preeent 
would, far ages to come, deter posterity 
bolddesign of asserting their rights. Impr 
these Ideaa, he haaarded his person for 
derable time In the rear of his ovm 
of the «n«ny. with hia 
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af If in' ei^ecUdon tiiat hy an WammnUlm 
hm ndglit etcape the inaaif he dreaded 
Hki dastardly conduct of troopa on whom be 
ooaU j>lace no dependance. Hb alda and tlie con- 
#dgntml lUeoda around hie penon, by indirect 
▼iolence compelled him to retire. 

The royal army, after a halt of fix days at Frog's 
Neck, adranced on the I9th of October near to 
Kew-Rochelle. After three day*, general Howe 
naoTed the right and centre of hw army two milea 
to the northward of New RodteDe, on the road t» 
the White Flaina, and there he receired a large 
reiniorcement* 

General Waahington, while retreating from New- 
Yock laland, waa carefol to make a front toward* 
the Britiah, from Eaat-Cheeter almoat to White 
Plaina, in order to aecnre the march of thoae who 
were behind, and to defend the remoral of the sick, 
the cannon, and stores of his army. In tibis man- 
ner his troops made a line of small detached and 
entrenched camps on tiie sereral heights and strong 
Croonds, from Valentine's Hill on the right, to the 
▼ioinity of the White Plains on the left 

On me S9th of October the royal army moTed in 
two colnnms, and took a position with the* Bronx 
in front, upon which the Americans assembled 
their main force at White Plains, behind entrench- 
ments. A general action was hoorly expected, and 
a conaideraUa one took place, in which sereral 
hundreds fen. Hie Americans were commanded by 
cnneral M'Dougal, and the British bv general Les- 
lie. While they were engaged the American bag- 
gage was mored off. in foil view of the British 
mcwn. Soon after this, general Waahington chang- 
ed has tnnt, his left wine stood fast, and his right 
ftdl bad to some hlDs. In this position, which was 
an admirable one in a military point of Tiew, he 
both desired and expected an action ; but general 
Howe declined it, and drew off fab fbrces towards 
I>obb's Ferry. The Americans afterwards retired 
to North-Castlo. 

General Washington, with part of his army, 
crossed the North lUver, and took post in the neigh- 
bo urh ood of Fort Lee. A force m about 7900 men 
was left at North Castle, under general Lee. 

The Americans baring retired, on the Iflh of 
Norember Sir William Howe determined to im- 
prove the opportunity of dieir abaenoe, for the ra- 
dnction of^ Fort Washington. lUs, the only 
pest tlie Americans dien held on New-Yori 
Island, waa under the «^«*»"*^"i* of colonel Ma- 

8 aw. The royal army made fmr attacka upon 
u Hm first, on the nordi side, was led on by gen- 
eral Kniphansen ; tlie second, on the east, by gen- 
eral Matthews, supported by lord Comwallis. The 
tUrd was under the direction of heatenantoohmel 
Sterling, and the fourth was commanded by lord 
PeroT. The troops under Kniphausen, when ad- 
▼ancmg to the fort, had to paaa dirongh a thick 
wood, which was occupied oy oolonel Rawling's 
tngfanent of riflemen, and suff«ntid rery much from 
their well-directed fire. During this attack, a body 
of the British Hght-inlhntry advanced against a 
var^ of tfie Americans, who were annoymg tliem 
Rom bdiind rocks and trees, and obliged them to 
disperse.- Lord. Percy carried an advance work on 
iKto side, and lieutenant-c9lonel Sterling ftirced his 
way up a steep height, and took 170 prisonam. 
llMir out-works being carried, the Americans left 
their lines, and crowded into lh» fort. Colonel 
Rahl, who led the left wing of Kniphansen's attack, 
■aishiiil Ibrward, and lodged his column within a 
nwadiod yards of ttie fort, and wasth^re soon joined 
by the left colonm. The garrison surrendered on 
terms of capitulation, by which the men were to bo 
eensidered as prisoners of war, and the oflioen to 
keep Iheir baggage and side-arms. The number 
of prisoners amounted to S700. The loss of the 
Bricish. indusiTe oi killed and wounded, waa 
about ItOO. Shordy altar Fort Waahington had 
eurrendered, lord Comwallis with a considerable 
fisice p ass e d over to attack Fort LaOj on Hke op- 
peaite Jersey shore. 

WASHINGTON RBTRBATS. 

Taa garrison waa saved by an immediate evacn- 
tion, bat at the expense of their artillery and stores. 
Oenaral Washington about this time retreated to 
Newark. Having abnndant reason, from the 
itore of aflhirs, to count on the necessity of a 
retreat, he asked colonel Reed—'* Should 
we Mtreat to the back parts of Pennsylvania, will 



the Panaaylvaaiana rapport ns f Hm colonel re- 
plied, ** If the lower countriea are subdoed and give 
up, the back countries will do the same." The gen- 
eral replied, " We must retire to Augusta county in 
Virginia ; numbers will be obliged tQ repair to us 
for safety, and we must try what we can do in 
carrying on a predatory war, and if overpowered, 
we must cross tne Allegany mountains." 

WlUle a tide of succeis was flowing in upon gen- 
eral Howe, he and his brodier^ aa royal '•**"wnis- 
sionexs, issued a proclamation, m wluch they com- 
manded " an peraons assembled in arms against 
his majesty's government to disband, and au gen* 
oral or provincial congreases to desist from their 
treaaonanle actings, and to relinqniah their usurped 
power." They also declared, " that every person 
who, within sixty days, ahould appear before the 
governor, lieutenant-governor, or commander in 
chief of any of hia muesty's colonies, or before tha 

{general or commanding officer of his nu^esty'a 
orcos, and daha the benefit of the proclamation, 
and testify his obedienco'to the laws, by subsorib- 
ing a certain declaration, should obtain a ftiU and 
free pardon of aU treasons by him committed, and 
of alTforfeitorea and penalties fbr the same." Many 
who had been ia ofllce, and taken an active part in 
support of the new government, accepted of these 
olle^, and made the& peace by submission. Somo 
who had been the most vehement in favour of inde- 
pendence, veered round to the strongest side. Men 
of fortune generally gave wav { the few who stood 
firm, were moctly to oe found m the middle ranks 
of the people.) 

When it waa expected that the oonquaroia would 
retire to winter-quarters, tiiey oommeneed a new 
plan of operationa, more alarming than all their 
previous conquests. The reduction of Fort Wash- 
mgton, the evacuation of Fort Lee, and the dimin- 
ubon of the American anay, by the departure of 
thoae whoso time of S4^ice had expired, encourag- 
ed die British, notwithstanding the severity of the 
winter, and the badness of the roads, to pursue the 
remaining inconsiderable continental force, with 
tlie prospect of annihilating it. By this turn of af- 
fdrs, the interior country waa surprised into oon- 
Aision, and found an enemy wittiin Ita bowels, with^ 
out a sufficient army to oppose it. To retreat waa 
the only expedient left. This having oonuatmced, 
lord ComwajUs followed, and was ckwe in the rear 
of general Washington aa he retreated s ucce ssively 
to Newark, to Brunajirick, to Princeton, to Trenton, 
and to the Pennsylvania aide of the Delaware. The 
pursuit was urged with so much rapidity, diat the 
rear <^ the one army pulling down bridges was 
often within sight and shot of the van of the other 
building them up. 

On the day general Washington retreated over the 
Delaware, the British took possession of Rhode 
Island without any loss, and at the same time 
blocked no commodore Hopkin's squadron, and a 
number or privateers, at Provence. 

In this period, when the American army was re- 
linqniahing its general, the people gLring up the 
cause, some of their leaders going over to the 
enemy, and the Britiah commanders succeeding in 
evenr enterprise, general Lee was taken prisoner 
at BadLenridge, by lieutenant-colonel Haroourt. 
Thia cauaed a depreaaion of spirits among Uio 
Americans, fkr exceeding any real injury done to 
their faaenfial interest. He had been repeatedly ; 
ordered to come forward with his division, and Join 
general Waahington ; but theae orders were not 
obeyed. Thia dreumatance, and the dangerous 
eriMs of pidblio affltirs, together widi hia being alono 
at acme i^w*ayn?ff from the troops which he com- 
manded, boiat auspicious diat ha chose to fall 
into the handa of die British. Though these anpre- 
henahma wen withoot fi)undat&on, they produced 
the same extensive mischief as if they had been 
realities. The Americans had reposed extravagant 
confidence In his mHitarv talents, and experience of 
regular Buropean war. Mcarely to have lost such an 
idol of tbe state at anytime, would have been dis- 
tressful ; bat losing him undiw dr«umstanoes, which 
fevourad an opinion tliat, deapairing of the Ameri- 
can canae, he chose to be taken a prisoner, waa to 
many an extingulshinent of every hope. 

By the advance of the British into New-Jeney* 
the neighbourhood of Philadelphia became the seat 
of war. This prevented that undisturbed attentiAn 
to public busmass which the deliberations of con- 
grefet required. They therefore, on the lith ot 
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Decembrr, a^ionned themielres to meet in eight 
days at ]Baltimoie, resolyiiiK at the same tima, 
" that general WaBoington uioald be poaaeised of 
fall power to order and direct all thingt relatiye to 
the department and qperations of war?' 

The activity of the British in the close of the cam- 
paign, seemed in some measure to compensate for 
thdr tardiness in the beginning of it. 

Hitherto they had succeeded in erery^ scheme S 
they marched np and down the Jersey side of the ^ 
virer Delaware, and through the country, without 
any molestadon. All opposition to the re-estab« 
li«hment of royal government seemed to be on the 
point of expiring. The Americans had thus (fx 
acted without system, or rather feebly executod 
what had been tardily adopted. "Riongh the war 
was changed from ita first ground, a redress of 
grievances to a struggle for sovereignty, yet some 
considerable time elapsed before axrangementa 
conformable to this new svstem were adopted, 
and a mudi longer before they we»e carried into 
execution. 

EXERTIONS OF CONORESS. 

ion as difficulties increased, congress 



redou&Ied their exertions to oppose thein ; on the 
tentii of December Ihey addressed the states in ani. 
mated language, calculated to remove their des. 
pendency, renew ttieir hopes, and confirm their re- 
solutions. 

They at the same time despatched gentlemen of 
character and influence to excite me militia to 
take the field. General Hifllinwas, on this occa 



proposed to oflbr a monopoly of oeitain enuneratod 
articles of produce. To this the variant faatereMi 
of the diffbrent states were so directly (^poaod, 
as to oeeaston a speedy and decided negative. Soao 
propoaed oflerfaig to France a leagne offensive and 
dcfenaiTe^ in case she would heartily support Ame- 
rican independence ; but this was also rejected. 
Hie more enlightened members of eongreeaarnied, 
"1 bough the friendship of small states might he 
purchased, that of FrancQ could not." They afleged, 
that if she would risquo a war with Great BritssD, 
by openly espousihg their cause, it would not be 
so much from the prospect of direct advantafl^ea, as 
from a natural desire to lessen the overgrown pow- 
er of a dangerous rival. It was therefore ennposed, 
that the only inducement likely to influence France 
to an interference, was an assurance that the United 
States were dctcnoined to j^ersevere in refuAns a 
return to their former allegiance. Instead of lis- 
tening to the terms of the royal commissionera, or 
to any founded on the idea of their resuming the 
character of British subjects, it waa therefore again 
resolved, to abide by their dedaied independence, 
and proffered freedom of trade to every foreign na- 
tion, trusting the event to Providence, and risking 
all consequences. Copies of these resolutiooa were 
sent to the principal couxts of Europe, and proper 
persons were appointed to solicit their firiendati^ 
to the new-formed states. These despatchea f^ 
into tiie hands of the British, and were by them 
poblisbod. This was the very thing wished for by 
' congress ; they well knew, that an apprehension of 



•ion, particularly useful ; he exerted his great abi 
Uties m rousing his fellow-citiaens, by animated and 
affectionate nddressea, to torn out in defence of 
their endangered liberties. 

Congress also recommended to each of the United 
States ** to appoint a day of solemn fasting and hu- 
miliation, to nnplore of Almighty God the forgive- 
ness of tneir many sins, and to beg the Countenance 
and assistance of his providence in the prosecution 
of the present just and necessary war." 

In the ^BBseroTOM situation to which every thing 
dear to the friends of independence was reduced, 
congress tnuosferred extraordinary powers to gen- 
eral Washington, *' to raise and ctulect together, in 
the most speedy and effectual mrftiner, from an v or 
an of these United States, sixteen battalions of in- 
fantry, in addition to those already voted b^ con- 
Eess ; to appoint officers for the said battaJiona of 
tantry ; to raise, officer, and equnp three thousand 
light-horse, three regimenta of artillery, and acorns 
of engineers, and to establish their pay ; to apply 
to any of the states for such aid of the militia as 
he shall judge necessary ; tr form such magazines 
of provisions, and in such places as he shall think 
proper ; to displace and appoint all officers under 
tiie rank of brigadier-general, and to fill up all va- 
cancies in erery other department in the American 
•imiea ; to take, whererer he may be, what^er he 
may want Ibr the use of the army, if the inhabit- 
«nta win not sett it, aUowing a reasonable price for 
the same ; to arrest and confine persons who refuse 
to take Hie continental currency, or are otherwise 
disaffected to the American cause ; and return to 
the states of which they are dtSsens, their names 
and the nature of their offences, togetiier with the 
witnesses to prove them : That the foregoing pow- 
ers be vested m general Washington, for and during 
the term of six months from the date Iwareof, unless 
sooner determined by congress." 

In this hour of e x fre m ity, the attention of con- 
gress was employed in devising plans to save the 
states from slnung under the neavy calamitlea 
which were bearing them down. It is remarkable, 
that neither in the present condition, though try- 
ing and severe, nor in any other aince the declara- 
tion of faidependenco, waa congress influenced 
. either by force, distress, artifice, or persuasion, to 
entertain the most distant idea of purcnasing peace, 
by retui-ning to the condition of British snmecta. 
So low were tiiey reduced in the latter end of^lTTG, 
that seme menwen, distrusted of their abflity to 
resist the power of Great Britain, proposed to au- 
thorise tbax commissioners at the court of France 
to transfer to that oountnr the same monopoly of 
their trade whkrh Great Britain had hitherto enjoy- 
ed. On examination it was found, that concessions 
of this kind woald destroy the force of many argu- 
ments heretofore used in favour of independence, 
and probably disonite their citiaens. It was next 
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principal 
foreign courts, in what was represented^ to 
more than a domestic quarrel. A resolution 
ed in the deepest distress and the worst of 
that congress would listen to no terms of reunion 
with their parent tttate, coavinced those who wish- 
ed for the dismemberment of the British empire, 
that it WAS sound policy to interfere, so far aa would 
prevent the conquest of the United States. 

These judicious determinations in the cabinet 
were accompanied with vigorous exertiona in the 
field. The delay so judiciously contrived en the re- 
treat through Jersey, afforded time for these rolno- 
tcer reinforcements to join general Washington. 
The number of troops under his command at that 
time fluctuated between two and three dtousand 
men. To turn round and face a victorious and nn- 
mcrous foe, with this inconsiderable force, was 
risking much ; but the urgency of the case required 
that something should be attempted. The recroit- 
ing business for the proposed new continental army 
was at a stand, while the British were driving the 
Americans before them. The present regular sol- 
diers could, aa a matter of right, in less than a week 
claim their discharge, and scarce a single recmit 
offered to supply, their place. Under these circum- 
stances, the bold resolution was formed of re-croa- 
sing into the state of Jersey, and attacking that part 
of me enemy which waa pouted at Trenton. 

HESSIANS CAPTURED AT TRENTON. 

Wh KN the Americans retreated over die Delaware, 
Iheboata in the vicinity were removed out of the way 
of their pursuers. This arrested their progreas : bat 
tiie British commanders, in the security of con- 
queat, cantoned their army at Burlington, Bordem- 
ton, Trenton, and other towns of New-Jersey, in 
daiW expectation of being enabled to croas oYer in- 
to Fennsylvania, by means of the ice which ia gene- 
rally formed about that time. 

In the evening of Christmas-day, general Waah- 
ington made arrangements for re-croasing the De- 
laware in three divisions ; at M'Konkeya Ferry, 
at Trenton Ferry, and at or near Bordeaton. 
The troops wliich were to have crossed at the two 
last places, were commanded by generals Bwiag and 
Cadwallader ; they made every exertion to get 
over, but the quantity of ice was sogroa^ that tiiey 
could not effect their purpose, lie main body, 
which was commanded by general Washingtoi^ 
crossed at M'K.Qnk0y*s Ferry, bat fhe ice in the 
river retarded their passage so long,, that it waa 
three o'clock in the morning before the artillery 
could be got oyer. On their landing in Jersey, 
they were formed into two divisionn commanded by 
generals Stdlivan and Greene, who had under their 
command brigadiers lord Stirling, Mercer, and St. 
Clair. One of these divisions waa ordered to pro- 
ceed on the lower, or rirer road, the other on the 
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to the rlTor, and to powe w Idmoelf of that part of 
«he town whkh ia beyond die bridge. The diriaioiia 
havfaig nearly the aame diatanoe to march, wero 
ordered nmnediateW, on forcing the ont-goM^, to 
poah directly into Trantmiy that they ndgnt charge 
the enemy belbre they had time to form. Though 
they marched dtOfcrent roads, yet they arrired at 
the enemy** adTanced post witmn three minnteo of 
each other. The ovt-goavda of the Heaaian troopa 
nt TVenton loon fell back, but kept up a oonatant 
retreating Are. Their mam body being hard p reai 
ed by the Americana, who had already got poasea- 
•ion of half their artillery, attempted to file olTby a 
rood lending towarda Prmcetra, but wei« eheeked 
by a body m troopa thrown in Uielr way. Finding 
they were auxTounded, thoy laid down their arma. 
The number which aubmitted "waa twenty-three 
oAeera, and eight hundred and eighty-aix men. Be. 
tween thirty and forty of Hhe Heaaiana were killed 
and wounded, ^olooel Rahl was among the former, 
ttad aeren of hia oflkeia among the latter. Captain 
Washington, of the Virginia troopa, and il?e or rix of 
the Amerieana, were wounded ; two were killed, and 
two or three werefrosen to death. The detachment 
'In Trenton eonoiated of the regiment of Rahl, Loa- 
berg, and Kniphauaen, amounting in the whole to 
tfioot fifteen hundred men, and a troop of Britiah 
Ughthone. About aix hundred eacaped by the 
road leading to Bordenton. 

1^ Britkh had a atrong liattalion of light-inftai- 
try at Princeton, and a force YOt remaining near the 
Delaware, auperior to the American army. Gen- 
eral Waaliingtoa therefore, in the erening of the 
aame day, thought it moat prudent to re<roaa into 
PennsylTania with his prisoners. 

The etfecta of thia auccesaful enterpriae were 
apeedily felt in recruiting the American anny. About- 
fourteen hundred regular soldiers, whose time of 
aenrice waa on the point of expiring, agreed to 
»exr9 ain weeka longer, on a promised gratuity of 
ten paper doOara to each. Men of influence were 
aent to dxflerent porta of die country to rouse the 
miiitin. 

The Heasian priaoners taken on the twenty-aixth 
being eccured, general Washington re-ero«sed the 
Delaware, and took peasession of Trenton. The 
detaclmientB which had been diatributed orer New- 
Jersey, preriona to the ^capture of the Hessians, 
. launediatclyafterthateventaaBembled at Princeton, 
and were joined bythe army from Brunawiek under 
ferd Comwallia. From this position, on the second 
of January 1777, they eame fexward towarda Tren- 
tonin great force, hoping, by a rigoroua onset, to re< 
pairtfieiq|nry dieir cause had sustained by tlae late 
defeat. T^uly deUcate waa theahnatkm of the feeble 
American aimj. To retreat waa to haaard the city 
of Philadalnhia, and to destroy erery ray of hope 
which had begun to dawn from their late sncoeas. 
. To risk an action with a auperioa force in front, 
and a river in the rear, waa dangeroua in the ex- 
treme. To get round the adranced party of the 
Britiah, and by puahing forwards to attack in their 
rear, waa deemed prnerable to either. The Bri. 
tiah on their ddTanee from Princeton, about four 
o'dock in the afternoon, attacked a body of Ameri' 
cans which were posted^ with four fleld>piecea, a 
Jitde to the northward Of T^renton, and compelled 
theas to retreat. The pursidng Britiah being check- 
ed at the bridge over Sanpink Creek, which runa 
through that town, by acne field-pieces which were 
poated on ^e opponta banka of that rirolet, fell 
Dade so for aa to bo out of reach of the cannon, and 
kindled thcfar fires. The Americana were drawn up 
cm die other side of the creek, and in that pcaiUon 
remained till ni|^t, cannonading the enemy and re- 
oeiring their fire. In thia critical hour two armiea, 
on whfeh tiM succeas or feilure of the American re- 
rolntion materially depended, Were crowded into 
the small Tillage of Troiton, And ocdy oeparated by 
a creek in many placea fordable. lue British b»- 
Uering they had all the adrantagea they could wiah 
for, and that they could uae them when they pleas- 
ed, discontinued all ferther operatUma, and kept 
tbemeelTpa in leadiness to make the attack next 
morning. The next morning presented a scene as 
brilliant on the one side, aa it waa unexpected on 
the other. 8oon after it became dark, general 
Washington ordered all hia baggage to be silently 
rcaMved, and baring left gnarda for the purpoae of 
deception, narcfaod with his whole force, by a dr- 



cwtoBS mite^ to FrincatoB* !nds mnoBurro was 
dd UttnJu od upon in a council of war, from a oon- 
Ttettott that it would aroid the appearance of a re- 
treat, and at tfie same time the huard of an action 
In a bad position, and ttiat it was the moat likely 
way to preaerro tbn eky of Philadelphia from fait 
lug into the ha nds o f the British. General Wash* 
inaton also presumed, that tn>ta an eagerness to 
enace the impresrfons made by the late captnre of 
tile Hessiana at TVenton, the British commanders 
had puahed forward their principal force, and that 
of courae the remainder in the rear at Prinoeton 
waa not more than equal to bis own. The erent 
Tefifled this coi^ecture. The more eiTectnally to 
disguise the departure of the Americans from Tren- 
ton, fires were lighted up in tnnt of their camp. 
These notonly gave an appearance of going to rest, 
but aa flame cannot bo seen through, concealed 
firom the British what was transacting behind them. 
In this relatiro position they were a pillar of fir^ 
to the one army, and a piBar of cloud to the other, 
Proridence feroured this morement of the Ameri- 
cana. The weather had been fiir some time so warm 
and moist, that the ground was soft, and the roads 
so deep as to be scarcely passable : but the wind 
anddenly changed to thenortit-west, and the gnmnd 
In a ahort time waa froacn so hard, that when the 
AmeriMna toi^ up their line of march, they were 
no more retarded than if they had been upon a 
solid parement. 

General Waahlngton reached Prinoeton early 
tile next morning, aid would hare completely snr* 
prised the Brithm, had not a party, which was on 
their way to Trenton, deecried his troops, when 
they were about two aulea distant, and sent back 
eoipi ers to alarm their unsuspecting feDow-soIdiers 
in their rear. These consisted of the serentcenth, 
the fortieth, and sixtyflfth regiments of British in- 
fantry, and some or the ro^ artillery with two 
field-pieces, and three troops of light dragoona. 
The centre of the Americans, consismur of tiie Phi- 
ladelphia 'mOitia, while on their line of march, waa 
briskly charged by a party of the Bridsh, and gare 
way in disorder. The moment was critical : gen- 
eral Waahington pushed forward, and placed him- 
self between his own men and the Bri^h, with his 
horse's head fronting the latter. The Americana, 
encouraged by hia exam|de and exhortationa, made 
a atand, and returned the Britiah fire. The general, 
tiiottgh between both parties, was proridentially 
uninjured by eitter. A party of the British fled 
Into the couege, and were there attacked with 
field-piecea wmch were fired faito it. The seat of 
the muaea became for aomo time the aeene of ac- 
tion. The party which had taken refuge in the 
college, after reoeHing a few diacharges from the 
Ameriean fidd-pieoea, came out and aurrendered 
themselres prisoner* of war. In the eonrse of the 
engagement, sixty of the British were killed, and a 
greater number wounded, and about tiiree hundred 
of them were taken prisoners. The rest made their 
escape, some by pushing on towards Trenton, others 
by retnmhig towarda Brunawiek. The Aanericana 
mat only alow ; butooionel Haslet and Potter, and 
captain Neal of the artillery were among the slain. 
General Mercer reoeiTed three baronot wounds, of 
whidi ho died in a ahort tin»e. He was a Scotch- 
man by Urth, but from prindple and afltetion had 
engaged to anpport the liberties of hia adojMed 
country, witii a aeal equal to that of any of its na- 
tire sons. In prirate life ho was amidile, and 
his charaoter as an oflicer stood high in the public 
esteem. 

While they were fighting in Princeton, the Bri- 
tish in Trenton were under arms, and on tiie point 
of making an aasnnlt on the eracnatad camp of the 
Americans. With so moch address had the moTo- 
ment to Princeton been conducted, that thoogh, 
from the critical sitnatian of the two armies, every 
%ar may be supposed to hare been open, and erery 
degree of watchihlnesa to haTO been employed, 
yet general Wmbington morod completely ofir the 
grocmd witii his whole force, stores, baggie* and 
artiOery, unknown to, and unauspcctod by nis ad- 
Tersariea. The British in Trenton were so entirely 
deceired, that when thoy heard the report of the 
artillery at Princeton, though it waa in the depth of 
winter, tiiey supposed it to he thunder 

That part of the royal army, which haTing cscaiv 
ed from Princeton, retreated towards New-Brun»> 
wide, was pursued for three or four miles. Another 
party whidi had adTanced aa for aa Makicnhvadi 
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OB Cfaeir wsy to IVwitMi, hsttliif the frequent dis- 
charge of flre-enne in their rear^ wheeled round and 
marched to the idd of their companions. The 
Americans, by destroying faridf es, retarded tbe»9, 
ttioogh doM m their rew, to long as to gain time 
for themselTcs to more oil, in good order to Flu> 
kj&uun. 

So great was tiie consternation of the British at 
these oneiipected moTements. tiiat tbtf instantly 
eTacoated both Trenton and Princeton, uid retreat- 
ed with their whole force to New-Brimswicfc. The 
American militia collected, and fonning themselyei 
into parties, waylaid their enemies, and cut diem 
offwheneTer au oppoitonity presented. In a few 
days thev oror-ron the Jencys. General MaxweU 
surpriaed Elizabeth Town, and to<^ near 100 pris- 
oners. Newark was abandoned, and the Iste con- 
qaerors were forced to leave Woodbiidge. The 
rojal troops were confined to Amboy and Bruns- 
wick, whieo held a water communication with New- 
York. Thus, in the short space of a month, that 
part of Jersey, which lies between New-Brunswick 
and Delaware, was both orer-mn by the British, 
and recovered by the Americans. 
I The victories of Trenton and Princeton seemed to 
be like a resurrection from the dead to tiie despondr 
ing friends of independence. A melancholy gloom 
had in the first twenty five days of December over- 
spread the United States ; but from the memorable 
»ra of tlie Mth of the same mondi, their pros p ects 
began to brighten. The recraiting service, which 
for some time had been at a stand, was soooessfnl- 
Iv renewed ; and hopes were soon indulged, diat 
ue commander in chief would be enabled to take 
the field in the suriag, with^a permanent regular 
force. General Washington Irotbed to Morristown, 
tliat he might afford shelter to his svffeiinjr army. 
The American militia had some successful skirmishes 
with detachmeats of their adversaries. Witikin 
four days after the aifair at Princeton, between 
iraty and fifty WaMeckers were killed, wounded, 
or taken at Springfield, by an equal nnmber of the 
same New-Jersey militia, wUoh but a month be-' 
fore suffered tiie British to orer-mn their oonntry 
without onposiliott. This enterprise was conducted 
bj colonel openoer, whose gallantry on the oocar 
sion was rewarded with the command of a regiment. 

During the winter movements, which have been 
Just related, the soldiers of both armies underwent 
great hardsliips : but the Americans suffered by Ihr 
the greater. Many of them ware without 



though marching over froien ground, whidb 
gashed their nalted feet, that each step was 



with blood: there was scarcely a tent in their 
whole army : the city of Philadelphia had been 
^ioe laid under oontribution to provide tiiem with 
blankets : oflkoers had been i^ipointed to examine 
evenr house, and, after leaving a scanty covering 
for the fiunily, to bring off tbe rest for the use of 
the troops in the field ; but notwithstanding these 
exertions, the quanti^ procured was fu short of 
d e c ency^ * much leaB of eomfert. 

Hie otteers and soldiers oC the American army 
Were about this time innoenlated iu tlieir eanton- 
nent at Morristown ; as very few of them had ever 
had the smaD pox, the inoculation was nearly 
universal. The disorder had previously spread 
among them in the natural way, and proved mortal 
to many: but after inoculation was introduced, 
tiion^ whole regimento were inoculated in a day, 
there was little or no mortality from the smallpox, 
and the disorder was so slight, that from the begin- 
ning to ttw e^d of it, there was not a single day in 
which they could not, and if caUed upon, would not, 
have turned out and ibught the British. To induce 
the inhabitanto toaooemmodate oOoers and soldiers 



in dieir houses. v^Qo mdcr ttub amSl pox, €bmj 
and iheb frnuneB were inoculatea gralm by thm 



military surgeons. Thus in a short time, the wbote 
army and the inhabitanto in and near Monistofwn 
were suldected to the smaU pox, and with very lit. 
tie incon?enienoe to either. 

Hares months, which followed tae actions of 
Trenton and Princeton, passed, away without any 
important miUtvy enterprise on eitlier aide. Ma- 
jongeneral Putnam was directed to take post at 
Princeton, and cover the country in the vicinity. 
He had only a few hundred troops, though he was 
no more than eiiditeen miles distiu^t from die strong 
garrison of die British at Brunswick. At one jperiod 
he had fewer men for duty than he had nules of 
frontier to eoard. The situation of general Wash- 
ington at Morristown was not more eligible. His 
force was trifling when compared with that of the 
British ; but die enemy and his own countrymen 
believed die contrary. Their deception was cher- 
ished, and artfully continued by the specious parade 
of a considerable army. 

Throughout the campaign of 1770, an unoommoai 
degree of sickness raged in the American army. 
Husbandmen, transferred at once from the oonv*. 
niences of domestic life, to the hardships of a field 
encampment, could not accommodato t hem s el ves to 
the suaden change. On the eighth of August dm 
whole American army before New- York, consisted 
of seventeen ttwusandT two hundred and twenty five 
men, but of d&at number only ten thousand five 
hundr^i and fourteen were fit for duty. These 
numerous sick suffered much from the want of ne- 
cessaries ; hurry and confusion added much to their 
distresses: there was besides a real want «f the 
requisites for their relief. 

RESULT OF THE CAMPAIGN. 

The campaign of 1770 did not end till it laad been 

Kotracted into the first month of the yoar 1777. 
te British had counted on the complete and speedy 
reduction of their late tSilonies, but they found the 
work more diifioult of execntion than was supposed. 
They wholly failed in dielr designs op tib» southern 
states. In Canada diey reeovered what in the pre- 
ceding year they had lost; drove the Americans 
out of their borders, and destroyed their fleet on 
the lakes ; but they foUed fai making thdr intended 
impraasion on the north-wcstam frontier of the 
states. They obtained possession of Rhode Island, 
but the anqnisition was of little service ; 
was of dettim^t. ¥m near three year 
thousand men stationed hereon for ita 
were lost to every purpose of 
with the royal forces m the field, and the 
sion of it s e em e d no equivalent advantage) 
British completBly succeeded against the city ef 
New- York and the adjacent countoy ; but when they 

Suisued their victories into New4ersey, and sab- 
ivided their army, the recoiling American 
recovered the grr^r part ef what they had 

Sir William Howe, after having nearly 

Philadelphia, was confined to limits so narvvw, 

the fee-simple ef all he commanded wouki not re- 
imburse the expense incurred iiy ita conquest. 

The war on the part of the Amerioans, ww but 
barely begun. Hitherto they had engaged with 
temporary forces for a r ed r e m of grievauMs. but 
towards the close of this year they made 
menta for raiainff a permanent army to 

with Great Britam for the sovereignty ef the 

try. To have thus for stood their ground with dioir 
new levies, was a matter of great importance, *^ 
cause to them delay was victory, and not to bee 
querod was to conquer. 
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STATB OF GREAT BRITIIN. 

lytT.rriHRtammgroflTTapMtodtoRngland wtttt 
X Imt Hula acitatioaoftiiapaUic mind. Tha 
pOBvoas acoonnti Whidi had been detailed by minia- 
"Vry of the aoooeaaea of our arms, ammed and mialed 
ftuo nntUnking buuit ; and the extenaire influence 
which they had eatabliahed by meant of joba, loana, 
oontrneta, and commiaaiona, iilenced all oppoaition. 
Sren the minority in beth honaea of paniament, 
tho«i|^h eonaiatfng of th» moat reapectaUe of the 
amoient nobility of tlie realm, and of the best fluai- 
liea of the landed intereat, wero ao diapMted by 
eontfained diaappomtmenta and frniUeaa eflbrta, 
that they eten meditated a aeceaaion from tlieir 
public duty. 

The inaftention of the Britiah nation to tiie de- 
plenble aitiiation« in which the errora and widced- 
aeea of minUtrr had inrolred them, ia the more ex- 
traordinary, when we reooQect tlie erer wakeial 
attentimi of the ooouaercial world to their own in- 
tereata, and obaerre, at the aanm time, that the cap- 
torea made on the aeaa by the American cniiaers 
were cakvlated at not leaa than one mSHion ater- 
Unf . The Weat-India ialanda were alao radoced to 
m atate of afanoat intolerai^ diatreaa, from the lUl- 
mre of the osnal aoppliea from America; and in 
moat of them the neceaaaiiea of life had xiaea to 
fliree or fioar timea their naoal piioe. 

A eontenqporary historian haa remarked, that Hie 
apeech from the tlinme at the opening of parliap 
a&en^ on the 81st October 1776. was distingnished 
lyj M an unguarded andnndignifled intemperance of 
lamgoage." 

Nothing, hia majesty obaenred, conid have aflbrd- 
•d him so moch aatinaction, as to hare been aUe 
to infonn the hoosea. at the opening of thia s e s si o n , 
Umt the troubles in Nortii America were at an end ; 
hat ao dwriog and deaperate was tlie spirit of those 
leaders whose olgect had always been dominion 
and power, that Oiey had now openly renounced 
aU allegiance to the crown, and all political con- 
nexion with this country ; uiey had rqeeted, with 
circnmstances of indignity and msnlt. ue meana of 
conciliation held out to them under the authority of 
his majesty's commission, and had presumed to set 
np thair rebelUous confederacies for independent 
states. If dieir treason were suffered to take root, 
modi ■BJfffhifff most grow from it, to the safety of 
hM m^ea^'s colonies, the commerce of tiie kmg- 
dom, and undoM ^e present system of all Europe. 
One great adrantage, howerer, would be derired 
.from the oUect of the rebeb haring been openly 
aTOwed. and clearly understood ; we should nsTe 
unanimity at home, founded in Uie general conrio- 
tion of the Justice and necessity of our measures. 
The two houses were infonned of the recovery of 
Canada, and the success on the side of New-York, 
I which, although they had been so important as to 
I fire the strongest hopes of tlie most dedaiTe good 
tg woold neyarthaliii not prvrant the 



preparationa for another eanpaiga. His nuifeaty 
obaerred that he continued to recdve aaaurances ot 
amity from the several ooorta of Europe, but that 
aerertiieleaa it waa neceaaary we ahoold be ia 
a leapectable state of defence at home. An apology 
waa made to the oommona for die unaToidaUe 
expenae. The spe ec h concluded with an amuranca 
tfiat hJs BU||esty had no ol^ect in diis arduous con- 
test but to promote the true interest of aD hia sol>- 
jects. No people ever eajoyed more happiness, or 
lived under a milder guverupent, than uioae now 
revdted provinoes } the improvements In every 
art, of wluch tibey boast, declare it ; their numbers, 
their wealth, their atrength by aea and land, which 
they think snflldent to enable them to make head 
against tlie whole power of the aBOther-eonntry, 
are irrefragable proiofr of it.— The debates on dia 
addresses, m consequeiioe of this speedi^ were long 
and tedious. 

Addresses, de echo of fba speedi, were brought 
forward in both houses ; but an amendment, which 
was in reality another address in a totally different 
strain, was moved by lord John Cavendish in the 
house of commons, and flie iparqaia of Rockingham 
in tba house of lords, containing a maiterly r»> 
capitulation of the manifold errors of that system 
which had ca used the entire aUenation, and at 
length the open revdt of so large a part ot Us ma- 
Jesti's once loyal and aflbetionate suqIectB. it con- 
duoed with the observation, " diat a wise and pro- 
vident use of the late advantages asight be pro- 
ductive of happy effects, aa the mcmns of estabuah. 
ing a permanent connexion between Great Britain 
and her colonies, on prindples of liberty, and tems 
of mutual beneftt." 

a** We ahonld look," sold dita truly axoeDeat and 
admirable addrem, " with diame and horror on any 
eveota that should bow diem toanyalifect and 
conditional snhwission to any power whatsoeva 
anniWIate their liberties, and subdue diem to 
vile principlea and paadve habita by the mereforoa 
of foreign mercenary arma." 

The apeecH from the throne, under die established 
and decoroua pretext of its being th» speech of the 
minister, was treated widi die mdst contemptuous 
and sarcastic severitr. "Where," it was asked, 
** are those mighty leaders to be found whom the 
Americans obey so impUdily, apd who govern them 
with so despotic a rule t They have no grandeea 
among them ; their aoil is not modnctive of nobili- 
ty ; in no country are there in net so few individn 
als possessed of a commanding or extansiTe influ- 
ence ; the preddent of their supreme assembly waa 
a merchant; the general of their armies a private 
gentleman. Nodiing could be more evident than 
that > sense ot common danger and of common 
suffOTfag had driTon them to die necesdty of creat- 
ing leaders, who were possessed only of such pow- 
ers as the paople had thoui^t it expedient to en. 
trust diem with. In the same spirit of folsehood It 
«diat the Amtiiniw had nifeetaA 
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with drcQiMtaneeB of lndi(&ity and iamilt the 
terms of ooociliatMnl offered them.' The truth w«s. 
Chat no terms had been offered them but Che offer 
of a pardon on oncondltional anhmiMiion, which the 
minuten well knew they would never aoctrpt ; nor 
wu even this mock offer made till the whole aya- 
tem of irritation and oppreaaion waa completed by 
the injostioe and cruelty of the capture act, by 
which they were put out of the proteetioia of the 
law, and their property held out aa common apoil. 
The poaidon in the speech, ao un^niabJiy true, 
* that BO people ever enjoyed greater happiness, 
or lived under a milder goTomment, than these 
now revolted colonies,' implied the severest oen- 
aure on those who bad ao wantonly and wickedly 
depaated from a system which had prodnoed such 
noble and wonderml effects." The expectation of 
unanimity from the present situation of affairs was, 
however, said to be of all the parts of this extrava- 
gant speech the most ridiculous. " What I shall 
we at uat concur in measures, because all the mis- 
chiefs which were originallV predicted have ul> 
timatelT resulted from them f Have ministen the un- 
paralleled effrontery to j^ll upon ua to give our 
aanction to that fatal system which we in vain 
warned and implored them to shun, and which 

Saraisted in must terminate in utter ndn V On a 
iviskm, the amendment was rcgected in the faeoas 
of commons by a mii^rity of MS to 87, and in the 
boufe of peers by 01 to 90. fourteen of whom joined 
in a protest, in which me proposed amendment 
waa verbatim inaertedrin order that it wiAt remain 
M a perpetoal memorial on the joumaia of that 
bonae. 

DEBATB ON THB PROCLAMATION OF THE 

' BRITISH COMMISSIONERS IN AMERICA. 

Im a few daya after the addr o is c a were presented, 
lord John Cavendish exhibited in the house a print- 
ed j;>aper, purporting to be a proclamation of his 
ms^esty's commissioners in America, and called 
apon ministers to inform him as to the authenticity 
01 it. This being acknowledged^ hu lordship ex- 
pressed hi the strongest terms his astonishment at 
the contempt and mdignity offered to the house, 
whoi, througu the medium of a common newspaper 
only, were at length informed that they stand en- 
gaged to America to undertake a revision of all 
ttkose laws by which the Americans had conceived 
themselves to be aggrieved. Notwithstanding the 
resentment he felt as a member of the house at 
this ministerial insolence of condcu:t, his lordship 
aaid that he felt a dawn of joy break in upon his 
mind at the bare mention of reconciliation, what- 
ever colour the measures might wear that led to so 
'desirable an event. The great object uf restoring 
peace and unity to this distracted empire outweigh- 
ed so far with uim aU other present considerations, 
that he not onl^ would ovenook punctilios on this 
account, but even such matters of r^ import as 
would upon any other occasion caSl all Us powers 
into action. On these grounds his lordship moved, 
** that the' house should resolye itself into a commit- 
tee, to consider of the revisal of all acts of parlia- 
ment by which his m^jestj's subjects in America 
think themselves aggrieved." 

SECESSION OF THE MINORITT IN PAR. 
UAMENT. 

T91 opposition were strenuous in asserting, that 
the crown promised In this proclamation more than 
It oould grant without permission of parliament; 
the crown having only a voice in the passing or re- 
peal of laws, but no power to revise such as the 
parliament have again and again confixmed contrary 
to an endeavours from opposition. Nothing can 
be more ntgust than to pretend to disarm the 
Americans previous to a negotiation. Such prac- 
tice cannot derive a foundation even from the most 
tyrannical edicts or practices ; and after having by 
sure and deliberate degrees impelled the Ameri- 
cans to the natural protection, self-defence, to ask 
them to lay down their anna and entrust themselves 
to their mercy, who had undone them, who had tor- 
tured them to desperation, is not more absurd than 
emel, and not more imlike Britons, than unlike 
••▼■«•••— The question, alter great animosity of de- 
bate, being put, the motion was rHected by a ma- 
jority of 109 to 47.— This event was followedby that 
••oeasion, which had been long meditated, of a 
fnat anariwr of the aemb^ra of oppoaition, parti- 



cvlariy of the Rockingham party ; they no 
saw duty or advantage to the public in wasting < 
tisBH) anil strength in unavailing attempts to oppose 
the re»istlt:ss determinatiooa ok ministry. They bad 
long ago foietold every thing that bad happened; 
they had made uniform efforts to prevent tne im- 
pending danger, but they saw that all their efforts 
now served only to expose themto theresenCment t4 
a peo|^ infatuated and deluded. We may add, tb4t 
few circumstances contributed more to open the 
eyes of the besotted people of England, than this 
secession. Iney now felt themselves at the mercy 
of the ministry, and deserted by all the wisdom and 
patriotism of tb» nation ; and the dissatisfoctSon 
which soon after broke forth in various patriotie 
meetings and resolvesj^may in part be attramted to 
this prooeediog. 

HABEAS CORPtS ACT Stl^PEKDRO. 

Soon after the recess, which ceotinued from De- 
cember the thirteenth to the twenty-flntof Jaauttj 
1777, lord North moved for leave to Wof in a lid, 
to enable his mi^ty to seeute and delam pteans 
charged with, or suspected of the ciUae of hft^ 
treason committed in America, or on the hig^ aeas, 
or the crime of piracy. The bill was brought iu 
and reaA the following day (February the 7th), and 
* motion made, that it should be read a second timt 
on the loth : But the principal enacting clause ap> 
peering in a very alarming point of view, it was 
strongly combated by such of the oppositioa as were 
proaent. This clause declared all persons taken hi 
the act dt high treason, ooibnu»ted m Aay of ^ 
colonies, or on the high seas, or tu the act of piracy, 
or who are or shall be charged with or svspectdd or 
any of these crimes, liable to be committed to any 
common gaol, or to any other place of confinement 
appointed for that purpose nnaer his majesty^ sign 
manual, witbin any part of his dominions, there t» 
bo detained In safe custody, without boO, main- 
prixe, or trial, during the continuance of the law, 
with a provision, however, enabling a certain nunv 
ber of the privy council to grant an order *for ad- 
mitting such persons to bail or trial. 

Of the few members in opposition who happened 
to be present, Mr. Dunning animadverted most 
severely on the bill now proposed by the minister. 
He expressed the utmost astonishment, that a bil 
of Bucn magnitude and importance, whi^ was 
to suspend all the functlohs of the constltatiou, 
should be attempted to be smuggled through a thfa 
house under false colours, before the nation could be 
apprised of its danger, or their constituents have thn 
smallest jioticc, that they were going to surrender 
the foundation of all their other rights, and the p^ 
culiar characteristic of the British governmenL 

The alarm excited by this measure recaDed a flrw 
of the minority gentlemen, who had befiire refined 
their attendance, and the debates were renewed 
with as great violence as ever. Among the maiil- 
fbld ol^ectiont to this bill, it was remarked, that It 
was framed with *' such treacherous artifice of ood- 
strnction." that b^' the enacting clauses, the crown 
wail enabled, at its pleasure, to commit, net only 
Americans, but any other person resident in tiM 
Briti»h dominions, without bail or mainprise to ufy 
place of confinement In Great Britain or elaewhervk 
Thtu was the habeas corpus act, that great bnlwaik 
of British liberty, completely annihilatod by a ca«h 
Btruction of law, which left it in the power of Ibe 
crown to apprehend on the slightest suspicion, or 
pretence of suspicion, any individual against whote 
the vengeance of the court was meant to be direet- 
ed ; and to convey them bevond the seas to any «f 
the garrisons in Africa or the Indies, fkr from «■ 
hope or possibility of relief. At length ibe miaistev, 
with that inconsistency which marked bis conduct 
'explicitly disavowed as to himself all design of «x- 
tending the operation of the bill beyond Its op^ 
and avowed objects. He said, " that the UU was 
intended for America, and not for England ; that, 
as he would ask for no power that was not wanted, 
so he would scorn to receive it by any covert meana; 
and that, far from wishing to establish any uncon- 
stitutional precedent, he neither sought nor wiabed 
any powers to be vested in the crown or itsminlstese 
which were capable of being employed to bad or 
oppressive purposes." He therefore agreed to re- 
ceiTc the amendments proposed: the principal tf 
which were in substance: 1. That the clause e 
powering his majesty to oonflne such persons 
might be apprehended under tibds act " m an^ 
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ibovid hi ■nwlHod bylW inwr- 
Hon of the words', ** witUn the Teehm;" end Mcood- 
hf. That an additioiial ola«M or ptovko be taserrcd, 
''that nothfaig ia thia act shall be conttnied te ex- 
tend to penona resident In Great Britain." These 
coooessuNM fiare extreme olTenee to the leaders of 
the high prerogadTe party, who had aealovsly da- 
Ibsded the biU in its original state, and who now 
exetaimed, that thvr were deserted br the minis- 
tar in a manner wlifch se e m e d ealeafated to dis- 
grace the whole measnra, tt> conflrmall tbeekarges 
wmd snrmises of their adTorsaiies. and to ftx ail the 
odiam upon them. " And it was mdeed saflciently 
flvident {a modem writer obserres) from the whom 
oondnet of the business, that the minister, on tbia 
as on other occasions, was not admitted Into tile In- 
of the royal oabinet." 



JOHN THB PAINTER'S PLOT. 

Wbils these aflhin were tnmsaeting, the minis- 
try were enabled bT a fortunate oocarrenee to raise 
•a alarm in the mmds of the people, and still far- 
ther to excite their atihorrence of the AaMnrieans. 
The abeurd story of a plot against the goremmant 
which bad been liiibrieated in 1770, and on whirJi 
Mr. Sayre had been eonmltted to tfie l^wer, was 
Aot fonnd to answer die parposes of the ministry, 
and had rather contribnted to orerwhelm them 
with disgrace, than to raise their 'popnlarlty. Hie 
tnsfnre we hare to relate was more ihfoorable to 
Aefcr viewa ; eidier the man in qnesHon was raalN 
gnU^, or the flei iimsrsnres were in^alrad in sa» 
perplexity, that It was impossible to anrarei tiM 
vyslery. In the latter end of the year 1776. a flre 
vas discorered in the rope hoose at the royal dock- 
pari of Portmonth. which was howerer extin- 



gnished withoat communicating to tlie other maga* 

» broke 




Oii the serenth of January, a Are also ■».»>« 
ant fu some warehouses at Biistoi ; six or seten of 
which were consumed. The alaim was instantly 
taised of plots and Inceadiavies, and the saspldons 
of tiie public were at length directed to an Itinerant 
painter of die name of John Aitken, by birth a 
Bcotehman, bat who was said lately to hare re- 
turned ftvm America, where he had resided some 
time. As the lire at Bristol had taken place whfle 
ke was supposed to be in that ci^, and some sos- 
ploious eircnmstanees in his conduot, and his soli- 
tary mode of life, had attracted attention, he was ar- 
lasted soon after his departure from that place. 
On bis examinatien, howerer, before the lords of 
the admlratty, nethin|r appeared to erimiaate him, 
but he was nererthMoss coannitted to prison. In 
the mean time ereiy stratagem was employed to 
draw frmn him a confession of guilt. Another 
painter was enlisted for tUs p ur pose , 
by prsrtending to sympadiiw with die mlsfer- 
is of John the Fafaiter, s sse r ted that he had exr 
him a fell confession of his crimes. TUs 
was almost the eele erldeneo brouiJit 
mm die ferial, and dieu^ a person of In 
meter, on his testfanony reepeeting iSbm 
tions which took plaee la the prison, John the Pain- 
ter was c o ndemned' and execntad. On hb way ts 
«ie plaee of execution he is said to hare nMde a 
nri nfe aiien of his guUt to a certain commissioner of 
Hm adndralty, adding, that he had been encouraged 
to the undertaking by Boas Deane, one of the ' 
itean agents at Paris. 

Such are the oulMnca of dils miysterlDns 
Hon. Ilmfeetwasgenarallf beueredat thettaae, 
dwngh dwre were some who entertained doubts, 
•ren then, eonceming the tnrtih e# erery particn* 
iar. It was thought extrandinary that John the 
Mntsr, who was certainly amau of oenslderabia 
talents, and who knew how much depended iqpen 
keeping hisown counsel, should unburden lilnnelf 
a* a few interriews to a man who was before a peiw 
feet stranger to bia, andwhe^ he might jusUy sns- 
aeet, was sent purposely to draw fton him tfaa 
latfel secret. The inftasons character of the wit- 
was also severriy animadTa i t e d upon ; and 
the cenfeasien whieh he was- said to hare 
to the fomailssloner of the adaslEalty, did not 
entirely to renaere these doubts. The con- 
fession,as to Its genuinenem, must idtimatdy rest 
«pon ^ Teradty of that coBamimionar; but we are 
net infonned, it was said, what aaedmds were 
madeuse ofto extort that confession, or n^at hopes 
of pardon aright hare been held out to a amn, mi, 
widria sight of the gibbet, oernddered his 
The other 
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Ms trial w«ra too M/kltta 
wlwre the life ef a fiUew-creatare is depn 
and it must not be forgotten that the poor ri 
wa4 a Mcndless and destitute wretcn, without 
either money or suraort of any kind, and whose 
character, from Us itmerant mode of life, Stc. was 
iavoWed m suspicion. In UkWord, however guilty 
John the Painter might be, we trust the precedent 
will not operate in other cases t we trast that no 

Craon mare innocent m aaore BMriiorious wiUerer 
ooarictod on drcumstaniial proof, or on the tea- 
tiaaonyof such a witness as the nerwm on whose 
evidenoe he was condemned* 

MINISTERIAL PROFUSION. 

SxTXaBinqnuries were about tUs period institD- 
ted in parliiunent concerning the expenditure of 
the puMio money. The aocennts were said to be 
in manr places obseura^ and, if any where intelli- 
gible, tney were extraragant, and onW calculated 
to enrich the aTarisious contractor at the expense 
ef Om poblie. Lord Nordi assured the house, that 
great econo m y had been obserred, and that in soma 
cases die contraotors were losers ; but in erery ex> 
igoaoy he Imd been caref el to make snch bargains 
as were most adrantageoas for the public. The 
landgrare of Hesse howerer had made a demand 
for loitr-four thmisand poands of lery-money ; this 
demand was unexpected, and seemingly unfair; 
the minister te this replied, that the landgrare 
quoted the treaty of 17M as a precedent, and waa 
entitled to the advantagas both of the former and 
present treades, although his troops liad narer 
sarred in America ; the demand was onexpeetedy 
indeed, but perfeody fefar. A rery serere and con- 
tinued debate was daihr renewed in the conuaittea 
of supply on these snlgeots, and the minister bad 
scarcely ftnished his defence, howerer lame, when 
he was under a necessity of laying, before them a 
message from his mnjesty, at a time rcry nnferourw 
able m the request ooat^ed in it. 

On the ninth of April 1777, amessage wasdeUrer. 
ed by the minister from die Una, in which his ma* 
Jesty exprersed *' his concern m acqnainting the 
house with the dUkcnlties he laboured under from 
the debts incurred by expenses of the civil gorem. 
ment, amounting, on the fifth of January preceding, 
to upwards of six hundred dionsand pounds." And 
the house on this message resolving itself into a 
of supply, the minister mored, ** That 
of rix hundred and eighteen tliousaad 
be granted, to enable hb aa^iiesty to die- 
^arga the debts of the dril goremmeat ; and that 
the sum of one hundred thousand poands per an- 
num, over and above die sum or eight hundred 
thousand ponnds, be g r anted as a ferther proyision 
ferttiesame.^ 

proporitions called forth the whola 
<» eppoeiiion. The gendemen on thai 
ef the house, while they lamented the degrad- 
ing rit na t l o n of the sovereign, and the many 
disirwssss brou^t upon individuals^ ascriiied Ihia 
debt andralv to Ae boundless and scandalous pro* 
of nunisters, and ina&sled that the p re sent 
e, without any poesibility of doubt, net 
onlysufldent to answer uTthe punposes of gorem 
■Mn^ when under the restriction of a prudent eca> 
aomy, bat also ftUly to s uupur t die grandeur^ splan 
dour, and m a gnlftcen ce m the crown, in a "^rrrrr 
suitable to iti own dignity, and the greatnem of 
die nation, even in m happieet sra. It was too 
iwever, that t he de bt had been lncur> 
in supporting and canrying en a system of ow^ 



the 



opporition anfanadTarted on the accounts in 
&e most severe manner. Hiay were febricated. 
they said, to perplex, and not to gife information; 
the ferns of wUch tlieir dties annonneed the dfe. 
covary, coald not bear the lii^ It was obserred, 
that dm large sums of one hvndred and seventy- 



thousand pawds ware charged in two Unas forea- 
cret service, under the disposal of the twQ secreta- 
ries of dm treasury, which could not hot seem dan- 
gerous as wen as aqr>ferious. It was allowed to be 
right and nscsmary that the secretdries of sUte 
should be allowed money for the panose of pro- 
curing foreign intelligenca ; but that the ofltoersof 
tbm trsasuiy, who can hare no public oonneetion 
beyond ttefr own cOee, miach leas any intercouiae 
with foreign states* should ha the agtnts for dlspea- 
ing of the pubUo money in s e c r et service, wai 

Q 
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TCoftrer^ Oftce, 
llWBtmri, WW Mid tD to 
vre. It now aipfMMvd, t 
to Tooliao tto wioletod policy of Jobho II. ^Ho. tto 
iMdntaiiiioir mi wmy of nmtowduri, ot tlio mbm 
tinte ttot ovory tronarthm, oitbor with ng m r i, to 
f oroiga or d o m o tt i o aftfenB, praeteimod ttoad tlio 
hnbodlity of aitoistoTV, aad tto felly of tlwir 



HISTORY OP GREAT BRITAIN. 

to4 with Jnst and. pnipw «R«Ksy AWMHtkMMto-of a||» 
toiHo." Tto ■poolbor htanolf doclarod^ ** ttoc m 
woidd tU ao loiflw ia ttot dudr ttoa ho wot sup. 
ported to tto tf— exeeetee of hb dwt^. Ho hoi^- 



rc 



•rtiele of tto Boaid of Woifco, without tto 
item to itow to whom, or for what purpoao it 
diopoacd ; or on what ptlaeo, house, paA, or royal 
gMMoa it had boon eKpeiuled. 

Bat Isanof ' inqvdnos into past tnmsaoHoBSi' 
aad dednotioas drawn freni thorn, it was maintoinod 
by MToral momtocs inboth hooses, that if tto revo* 
noes procoedinff from Widoo, Cornwall^ tto datoby 
Ancartsr, liobuid, the* West India istamds, 
rican qnit>ranto, and other Mmrceo of flBtoller 
Bqoenoo, were taken toto consider afion, aad 
added to tto eiril-list ostahlishaaeat, tto crown 
woold to feond to tovo poaMssed, tor sereml vean, 
a reronuo of more than a million steritaig ; taat if 
the American q«iC>Tontshad not been lost, or ooold 
to reo owr e d , thif voTonao^aoMy in ttoaroiro,tn^ 
dependent of aceoanti and nae ftomtoiiaisy, woold, 
in a few yean, toereaso in sooh a degree, as to 
aflRwd a greater Aind of tr e asm o for ptivato dis> 
posal than tto most powerfol and aibi tr ary sever* 
eign to Ghristandom ooold boast of. Ttoogh tto 
sevanaos o< HanoTor and Omabargh did notoomo 
widnn tto cogninmeo of pariiamant, they were, 
towever, to to considegped as ol^ieoto of attsnttsn to 
aU qoee t ions rolatiTO to tiio cacoMiTO grewinf 
power, and daageioas innaeaee of the crown. 

Notwithstanding toeso argmnenta, and tto da* 
tOMtftbto ligfat to which the mtoistry were ptoeed kiy 
eppoaition on tiio present oceaeJon, tiie grant ci 
flK handled eighteen ttoasand three haadred 
and forty poanda, was, howavor, canried witooot 
a diTiiion; and ioon altor that of one handred 
thooiand poanda additiimal raranoe, by a great 
■HQority. 

SPEAKER'S ADDRESS TO THE KIN& 

Tbb anost roaiaihabto circomstanoe atteadtog 
thirf eatraerdiaary great, was tto speeoh made by 
tto speaher of the hooae of ciinniiiiag to his ma' 
je s ty, on praoanttog it a few days aftorwavds fir 
tto royal assent. << In a lime, sfr," said to, " of 
pabUc dJstreoi, fell of diflcalty and daager, their 
eonstitnentB labooriag under bovdons afanest tsa 
to af J to tobema, year felthliil eoaanons, postpon- 
ing aU other boiriness, tore not only grantod to 
year mi^eatv a larae present sapply, Imt alao a 
tary great additional roTonne, great beyond 



ale, neat toyond year maiestsr's highast expense ^ 
bat sll tUs, lirythey tore doaeto tto waU-groanded 
ooafldence, ttot yoa will apply wiaely what they 
tore gnmtod Hberany." Tto ceantonaneo of the 
Idng plainly H^^ yt tt d hew Uttto acooptabla was 
this aasKpeoted Uber^. On tto retam of tto 

ttothantoof 



yet not wilhoat aaolting tto secret and aei*. 

kt of tto Bag's fktoadi^er pi*. 

lagatlve party ; one of whoto, iUiby, took oooMion 



in a sabseqoent debato to anraign tto 

speaker with aaaooal Tetomeaee, aa conraytog 
• loM than an iaaolt en tto iLiaa , ead as emtoUy 
representing, tto sense of parUamont and tto 




at 



Uttto 

Misrepresenting 

stow of Ito nattsB. 

tfiebwof the 

of Ito ho«se of co m i aoa s t to for one totally db- 

cWaed fham ; and to had no doabt tot tto am- 

Jcfityefttohoasalhoaahtwithtalm. Ttoneakar 

•ppaaled to tto veto of tiMnks which hadtoea 

pCMed,as apaaofthat to had not been gailty af 

tohrirter, an aasy at thaaltonBatlon, ratimated Us 
^MA «!>.* «*., — Mtn tmirtt nrt Mr ferfhnr dfaonmed^ 
Bat Fos, tom etfately Alng. declared, «that a sa> 
itow and direct etorge haibg boea broaglit, 1km 
aaeatton was now at isaao. Ehtor Ito apeakar 
tod m iwnaareseated tto mmm of ttoheeae, or to 

net. He stooid thiwiiwi. to nritoi to 

qaea t ionto a proper and AmI «i 

t fte speaker af tto hewe. to Mm 
atttobarcftto 




disoharged.wtot to osaoaivad to to his dmy, hi 
teadlac only to axpram tto seaso of ' 
aad ftom tto fote of approbation with wUok to 
had been henoared, to had reaaon to bdiora to 
was not chargeable with any 
Ito labilstera aaw fa aad thiiamiw< 

aad to 
leaded tto wkhdiawing of tlie aaotioa. Thfa 



being poiitlTely refosod, Sigbyntored fo«r 
to adyoom. Bat tto hooae appeariac eridaodpi 
aeasiUa of tto degradation which ito diaaity aaaat 
soatam fram anv iJEhmt offered to Hm diair, ha at 
leagdi thoaght At m aoma dagrea to roncede ; aaA 
professed, ** that he ntoant no relteetioa apon tto 
character of tto speaker, tot ttot what to had aaid 
w«a the acre aa p raawon of his piirato faiinian, 
and the reaalt of ttot ftree do m of speech which vRVt 
tto right and piiWlege of erery membar of i^ 
toaae, wiAoot respect of penoos; aad that, ifw^at 
to had advanced waa not agroeabto to tto seasa of 
that hoase, to woold readUy withdraw hia UMtion 
ofa^oanmentt" wMch being done, Foa'a motiaa 
waa nnanimoaaly carried ; and, to comptota tiba 
triomph, tto thinks of tto toose to tiw apeakar §n 
his oondoct to this aflhir waa aloe 
agreed to wittoot onpoeition. 

On tto aorenth of Jane tto staritw 
and his aMU^aato expraoaed to hia apaaak Mt 
approbatioa of tto ceadoot ofpiiMaant, laqpirtdBc 
aad dattariag compHatonto fea Ito 



aanaaslianaWe prooii they had given of thair claaa 
discernment of Oie tnie toteresta of thrfrco wptsy* 

DISPUTE WITH HOLLAND. 

Whii.« those aflhin were transacttog in pailian 
meat, a memorial, in a very anoawal stylo, wns d«i 
lirered by Sir Joseph Yoi^, apibaasador at tto 
Hagoc, to tto Stotea^enenO, to which hia aau^ 
lency declared, *' That tto kmg, his master^ ha4 
hiUiarto borne with onoxamplod patisiUM tto ina* 
galar ccndoct of tto sidoeota of their hm mighii* 



to their toleremed c<M n nie n )e at St. 
tie. as also to America. If," aaid tto i 
" tto measurea which yoor high mightmeains tovq 
thoaght proper to tato, had been as cficaci 
year assnaaees tore boea arnica We, tto 

algaed woold aot now tore been aader the 

oity of brtogtog to tto cognisance of yoar high 
mighttoesses, facto of the most aeiioos natava." 
His exeaUency theo proceeds tostat*, that K. Van 
Giaaf, goremor of St. Wnrtatia, had permittod «to 
aaiance of an EngUflhToaMlyby an AatoncaapiaMb 
withto cannon stot of tto ialaad; and ttot to tod 
retomed firom tto fe rtrc M of his goTonmanft tto 
aatato of a label ilag ; and the amhaMaJto- om^ 

otodea, with demaadtog, in hia atolcaty^ r,«Td 

by Ua eapraaa order, Croto ttoirlS^ mlghlinefWik 
a fennal diaavawal of tto salato by Ftet OwiHia « 
St. Ewtatto to tto latolakip, and tto iHwiilnTu 
aad tona ad i a to recall of tto goverMr Van 6«aof i 
dedariag ferthar, that vnta each potwfartui b 
givan»ttoyaiaxketto expect, ttot hia aagiaaty will 
aaftr Uaaaelf to to imosad ^ 
that to wifl delay ena iaatant to 
ores aa to shall thtok doe to tto intaaaat 
aitoafhiaelMm. 

Ito etotoa, oAudad at tto toperioaa 1 
thiaato to B w ial, yet aottog with their waal~ 
did not ceadescend to giro an aaawer to tto AdCmh 
ambaandor. bat erdaaad ceont WcU 
laaident to Loader, to delirar toto tibeUag vt. 
htod's own hand a aoantoraetoariai, toiSick tbav 
of tto toeaartog taaa of tto Ba^Sb 
aa oai^ aat to tato ptoaa ' 
vexeign and * 
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tHun ilow to (heiaoiC tepovtant Man* «€ 
i, «id iiwnn mm munnJtim ot tibe pmci— dfaiga 
in kaamrieti dwrlng Um campaign of ITTT. 

CAMPAIGN IN AMERICA. 

Voofr after liw d^rtarotton of Indvpandonoo, tfao 
aiwhffrfty of eoiinma was obtaiiMd tor raMng an 
mtmy fhat woald b« maro pawana n t than tka 
ta mpti r a ry lovtaa wMehthoy hadpraviooaly bravf hi 
iHio tli« teM. It waa at mM propoaad to racmit 
*r the todeAnlte torn of tha war; bat it baing 

It tbatthohabitioftfhapaopla 
nTOvaa to angagamanti for caoh an vnoertahi 
of aervlea, no recraiting oAoeia Wflve ia^ 
id to olTor the altemati-ve of aitliar ealialiaff 
Cmt the war, or Ibr three yjon. noae who engaged 
ftiat eoDditiana, were proiairod a faandred 
of land in addition to their pay and bomity. 



troopa raiaed by oon g r o ia for Oe aerriee ef the 
Iteited wiatea were called condnantala. Though in 
Septeinber 1776, it had been leaelvedtoralM eiglity. 
eight bntlaliona, and in December foUawing, avtiio- 
al^ wna given to general -Waahingtoo to vafcte alK- 
taen ni aa a ,yetTery Mttie progreaa bad been made 
fa tlw tfeoratttofr bvainoM, till after the bacdea of 
VknaatoK and Pmeelon. Even after that peiied, oe 
neceaaarilsr eonanmad benn theae 
vaomlla joined the ooanMander in oldef, that 
Ma whole famm at M ai ila n w i n , and the aevetmi out* 
poau, Ibr aoaae time did notexaeed flftean hun d t e d 
SMn ; yet, what it abaoat Inoaedihie, Hieae ifleen 
hmadred kept aa many timnaanJa of dM Bridah 
eloacly pent up in Br nu aafWu Almoat every party 
ttatt waa aaiit eat by the lattar waa eneeeaafDdfy op- 
poaed br tlie ivnnar, and tbe adtjacent coantry pre- 
aerv«d m a great degree of tnnqnillicy. 

It waa mattar of aatoalshmenc, that tha Britiah 
anffeTod tim dangcarona intanrai between tlie dia> 
linn ding of one amy nad tlie raiaing of anodier, t« 
iway wittiout attempting aomething ef oonae- 
againatttie remaining ahadow ef an anned 
Hitherto Acre had been a defldaney c^ 
and ammnniUoo, aa well aa of men ; bnt In the 
anring of 1777, a Teaael of M gnns arnved ftnm 
nnnoe at Portsmonth in New-UaaBpahire, with np 
wnrda of eleren thonaand atand of arma, 
thn n a aa d iMmrela of powder. Tan 
af anna arrived abont tiie 
af tbe ITaited Statea. 

Aa ttw aeaaen advnnoad, tte Amerioam army In 
New-Jeiao]^ waa ieinfio««ed by the aaecemive ar> 
rival of reeraiti ; bat nevertfaeleM at the 
mg ef tha campaign it amonniod only to 
theoannd two hnndred and aevanty^wo men. 

Toward! the latter end of May, general Waahing. 
ten qnilted hia winter encampment at Morriatewui 
and taoft a atrong poaition at Middlebroek. Soon 
mov 
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to 
WBIiam 



the 

and extended dmir van 
but in a iaw daya 



Howe, altar bla reHeot to 



widL, andeatvourad to nrovoke general WaahAngton 
to «n e ng n g e ni en^ and left no manaewre un tri ed, 
raa oalaalated to induce him to qnlt hia poai* 
At one time he appeared ea if he intandad 
ta puab on witfwut regurdiog the army oppoaed 
ta him. At anotiMr he accarataly eaaroined tha 
aUnation ef the American enoammnant, hoping that 
nguarded part might be round on which an 
Might be made dmt would open the war to 
a guneval engagement ; all theae hopea were frua* 
Jfented ; general WaaUngton knew me fuH ralue ef 
hb attuanon. He had too aBuch penetratian to loan 
it fram tlie dremnventlen uf mffitanr mancenvrea, 
too noMh t e mp c i to be provelcea to a dereHc- 
of it. He wna wall appriaed that it waa not 
the ln>araat of hia cauntry to comarit ita fiwtnna te 
nelngle action. 

Sir WilKam Howe auddenly reiUnquiafaed hia po. 
aMon in flront of t)w Amaiieane, and retired wtdi 
bla whole ft>rce to Amboy. Tbe apparently retreat* 
big Britlrii were panned by a oonaiderable detadi* 
;annt af tbe Ameriean army, and genera Waahing- 
ton advanced from Mlddlebrook to Quibblatewn, m 
be near at hand for the anppoit ef hia advaneed 
nartiaa. The Brltiih general Immedlataly marched 
nia army buck from Ambay, with great expedition, 
hoping to bring on a general action 6n equal gieand ; 
bdt he wna dlaappelnted. GeaMral Waalnngten 
Mt back, and poated hia army in auiA an advontn- 

,forth»teieriMttyel, 
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Sir WBHmn llw ia waa now fuDr 
af the fanpearibOMy af oampelling a gen 

and^alaeai ' ~ 



ami engagement on eqnal 
that It would be too ~ 
die Delaware, whllethe 

army in 



aatiafted 

to attempt paasing 

wna in artna, and 

ioeoa hi hia rear. 



ever ta Stman laland> reeelvina ta pfoaecute the 
eltjecta ef the campaign by onether route. During 
the period of thoa movwnanti, the real deaigna of 
general Howe were involved In great obacurity. 
Though the aeuaon Ibr mBitaiy a petmtlnna waa ad- 
vaaioed oe Ibr as the month of July, yet hia deter- 
aiinata ebfeet could not be aaoaBtalned. Netiring 
on bit pert had hitherte taken pfamo, but nltetnahv 
ly advnnaing and vutvaating. Canand Waahing^ 
tan^a- ead wi e minent en this n umam woe 4ncieaaed 
by Int elligance which a rrived , that Bunoynn wua 
oonnng in greet fbree toworda New-York flreaa 
Canada. Appielianding that Sbr WWam Hewn 
Would uMaMitaly move np the North Kiver, and 

leofced aouthwnrd, were 



thnttaia 

aulcnlated to daaelve, ».. «»»•.»,.». b«w»w vo- 
taehed a halgudo to remfovce the nertimm diviaion 
of hia anny. Snoceeeive advicea of Ae adronee of 
Bnrgoynenivoaind the Idea that a junction of the 
two teyal anuca near Albany 



morcaaenti wen Acvelme made by general Waaln 
higton toworda PeekakiU, and en the other elde to- 



tiie main acmy wna encamped 
■ear the Clave, iu raadinem to omich either te thtf 
nordi or aooth, aa the mavementa of 8hr WllUaaf 
Hnwe miglit requiaa. At leagth the main body ef 
the royal atmy, aenafating ef mity-aix Brittah and 

eenan nattanana, witn a regnnant ef ngntnerae, 
and a loyal provincial oa«pa, ealled the <|aaen'a 
Rangera, and a powerfol artiBery, amounting in 
the whcAa to about Id^M* men, departed 
Sandybook. and were repotted to i 
About the dme of thia emharkalian, « latter fram 
9ir William Howe to gcneeal Burgeyne waa buter. 
ceptadf Thin contiinedhBtelHaenee that the BrittaM 
troopa were deatined to New-fiampehita. The in. 
tended'deceptxott waa ao auperfteiaby TeOed, that in 
' — ^-todon with the intalligCBoe af the Britiab etn- 
t, it prodUDod a oontrare. eCbct. Watbtw 
hour after the recaption of tUa intercepted lot. 

>« gonand WaeUngten gave orden to hia army 
to aaoveto the aouthwurd, hot he waa ncveichelcaa 
aomnoh impremad with a convietion Oat it 
tha tnw Jatereat of Howe to aaave 
leyna, that he ordered the Amerioen aany to halt 
mr aome time, at the river Delaware, au^poctlng 
that the apparent mevaoMnt of the royal army ta 
~ a ielnt naleulated te draw him 

tte North Biver. »» Britml 
feom Snndy-boeka were a week, at i 
they eeaehed Cape Benlopcn. Atthb 
and place, for reaaona that do wet obvionely occur,' 
general Howe gave m» the idea of approaching 
PUladolpbia, by aacending tlie Delaware, and le- 
edved on a ciranitoua roam by tbe way of the 
Chaaepoak. Periwpa he oounted on being joined 
hy leave fdnfoeceaMnta item the nmnaraiw tariea 
in Maryland or Delaware, or perhnna he feared the 
abakiw liana which the Pennaylvaaiana had p'^tird 
in the Ddawaxe. If theae were hie reatona, ha 
waa ndatidban in both : fkom the toriae he r ece i ved 
no advantage, and Aoom the obatruetiona in the 
river, hiM eUpa could hare leoalved no detriment, 
if he'had landed hie tntM at Ncwcmde, whkdi 
waa 14 mBee nearer PhUadeipfaia than the head of 
Chma p o a k Bay. 

Hw Bridah fleet, after they bad left the eapea of 
tbe Delaware, had a tedioua and uneomfMrtrida 
peaeage, bdag twenty daya batoa they entered 
the capea of Vvginia. They aacended the bay with 
afavearabla wtad, ood en the Mth of Auguat land- 
ed nt Toribey Paint. The draumatance of the 
Brideh deet puttinif out to aen, after they had 
looked into the Delaware, added to tbe anprehen* 
riona bdbre entertained, that the whale 
feint ealculatad to d<nw the ' 



at bond ta 



from the North River, ao aa m pr e ve n t dieir bein| 
Burgoyne. Waahingnm th e r a for a fell back to aueb 



a junction between Howe 
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a mmoie etaaant as would enable him either . 
ly to Bttncn to the North River, or advance to the 
reBef of PbilndeipMa. Ae Bridah fleet, aftea 
leaving the eapea of Delaware, ware not heard of 
fern4 



no 
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A «»aaell of oAcet* eonveoed at NMhcntey, near 
Pliiladelphia, imanlmo— ly cav« it a» their opinioB, 
tliat Cbarlestowii, in Boath-Carolina, waa meet 
probably their olgecty and that it wwaid be impo«- 
aibta lor the army lo march in aeaaon lor it* relief. 
It waa therefore eoBdnded to try to repair the loM 
of Charletlown, whidi was cooadered aa mmvoid- 
aUe, eitner by attompting sometUsg on New- York 
Inland, or, by uniting with tfie northern anny, to 
giro more effeetnal oppoiition to Bargoyne. A 
•mall change of petition, oonfonnBhly to tb&s new 
system, took place. The day before the above re- 
aolution was adopted, the Bntish fleet entered ttw 
Cbesapeak : The intelligence in a few days reached 
the American army, and dispelled that mist of nn- 
oertainty, in wldoh general Howe's morementt had 
been before enreloped. The American troops were 
put in motion to meet the British armr. Their 
numbem on paper amonnted to 14;000, bot thdr 
. real eflectire force, on which dependence might be 
• placed in tiie day of battle, did not much exceed 
9000 men. Erery aptfearance of conildence was 
assumed by them as they passed through Philadd- 
phia, that the cttisens might be intimidated from 

Cining the British. About the same tinw a num. 
>r of the principal inhabitaats of that city, being 
suspected of disaflbction to the American cause, 
were taken into custody and sent to Virginia. 

Soon after Sir WOUam Howe had landed Us 
troops in Maryland, he put forth a dedaratien, in 
which he informed the inhabitants, that he had is- 
aned the strictest orders to the troops *< for thf pre. 
serration of regularity and good discipline, and that 
the most exemplary pnnishmeot should be inflicted 
npon those who should dare to plunder the proper^ 
ty, or molest the persons, of any of his mnesty's 
wellrdispesed sutgects." It seemed as if, fully ap> 
iMXsed of the consequenoes which had resulted from 
the indiscriminate phmderings of hii army in New- 
Jersey, he was determined to adopt a more politic 
line of conduct. Wbaterer his Intentions might be, 
they were l>y no means seconded by his trcx^ps. 

ACTION ON THE BRAND YWINE. 

On the third of September, tiie royal army set 
ent frMn tiie eastern heads of the Chosapeak, witii 
a spirit which promised to compensate for the rati- 
ous delays which had hitherto wastsd the campaign. 
Their tents and baggage were left behind, and they 
trusted their future accommodation to such quartets 
as their arms might procure. They advanced with 
boldness, till they were within two ndl^ of the 
American army, which was then posted near New- 
port. Genend Washington soon changed his posi- 
tion, and took post on the high gnmndnear Chadd's 
Ford, on the Brandywine Creek, with an intention 
of disputing the passage. It was the wish, but by 
no means the interest, of tiie Jlmerioans to try their 
strength in on engagement. Their regular troops 
were not only greatiy inferior in discipline, but m 
numbers, to the royal amy. The oj^ion of the 
inhabitants, though founded on no circumstances 
more substantial than their wishes, imposed a spe* 
cies of necessity on the American general to keep 
his army in f^ront of the enemy, and to risk an ac- 
tion for tiie security of Philadelphia. Instead of 
this, had lie taken die ridge of high moimtains on 
his rifl^t, the British must bsTe respected his num- 
bers, and probably would hare foHowed him up tiie 
country. In this maimer the campidgn might nare 
been wasted away in a manner fatal to the in-rad* 
en ; but the bulk of tiie American people were so 
impatient of delays, and had such an orerwoHsning 
conceit of tiM numben and prowess of their army, 
that they could not comprehend the wisdom and 
poUey of manceuvres to shun a general engage- 
ment. 

On this occasion, necessity dictated ttat a sacri- 
fice should be made on the utar of pnbUe opinion. 
A general action was therefore hasavded; tins took 
place on the 11th of September at Chadd's Ford, 
on the Brandywine, a small stream which empties 
Itself into Christmas Creek, near its conflux witii 
the river Delaware. 

The royal army adranced at day-teeak in two 
cduDms, commanded by lieutenant-general Knip- 
hausen, and by lord Cornwallis. They flrst took the 
direct road to Chadd's Ford, and made a show of 
psssing it, in front of the main body of tiie Ameri- 
cans; at the same time <he otiier column mored 
vp on tlie west side of the Brandywine to its fork, 
and crossed both its hranahes abeuit two e^eloGk in 



the altemowi, and tiion wardiad down on 

side of it, with the tIow of toDung the xi^t wing of 

their adversaries. 

This they elTected, and compelled them to refreat 
with great loss. Goieral Kniphausen amused tte 
Americana with the appearance of crflosing the 
ford, but did not attempt it until lord CorawnDls 
haring crossed aboTO, and moved down on tiie ap- 
posite side, had conmeoced Us attack. Knlphan* 
sen then crossed the ford, and attacked &e troops 
nosted for its defence. ThoM, alter a severe cen. 
flict, were omipelled to giro way* The retreat af 
the Americans soon became general, and was oanr 
tinued to Chester, under corer of general Weeden% 
brigade, which came off* in good order. The final 
issue of battles often depends on smaB eircamsCan* 
ces, which human prudence cannot control — one at 
these occurred here, and prerented general Wad»> 
ii^ton from executing a bold design, to efliect whiA 
his troops were actually in motion. This was ie 
hare crossed the Brandywine, and attadted Knip- 
hamen, while general Sulliran and loid Stirling 
should keep can Cornwallis in check. In the moel 
critical moment, general Washington recdred in* 
which M wsn obliged to credit, that thn 



orimnn of lord Comwidlis had been only making a 
fifiin^ and was returning to join Kniphausen. This 

fire^re tt te d the execution of a plan, which, if carried 
ito effect, would probaUy hare gireo a diflereni 
turn to the erento of the day. Dm killed and 
wounded in the royal army were near six hnndrsd; 
tiie loss of the Anmricaas was twice tiiat number* 
In tibe list of tiieir wounded were two of tiieir gene- 
ral ofltoers, the marquis de la Fayette, and general 
Woodford. The former was a French nobleBian ef 
hii;h rank, who, animated witii the love of lihertyy 
had left his native countrj, and offered his service 
to c%ingreM. While in France, and only nineteen 
years of age, he espoused the cause of the 
cans with the most disinterested and gencroua 
dour. Having determined to join tiiem, he < 
nicated his intentions to tiie American commiasi 
en at Paris. They justiy conceived, that a patrott 
of so much importance would be of service to thefar 
cause, and encouraged his design. Before he had 
endiarked from France, intelligence arrived in En- 
rope, that the American insurgents, reduced to two 
thousand men, were fleeing .raroogh Jersey hefoau 
a British force of thirty thousand. Under these 
circuautances, the American commisrimieiB at Paris 
thouc^t it but honost to dissuade him flrcm the pre- 
sent prosecution of his perilous enterpriie. It waa 
in ram that they acted so candid a part ; his aeal 
to serve a distressed country was not abated by her 
m isf or tu nes. Having embarked in a remel which 
he purchased for the jmrpese, he anriYOd in Char]es> 
town eariy in IT77, and soon after joined tUb 
ican army. Congress reeBlred, that ** in 
ation of his seal, illostrtoos fomfly and 
he should hare the rank of nu^or-general in the&r 
army.?* Independent of the risk he ran as an 
American oflmr, he haaarded his large fortune in 
consequence of the laws of Fktmce, and also the 
confinement of his person, in case of capture, whan 
on his way to the United States, without the chance 
of being acknowledged hy any nation ; for UBcowt 
had fofoidden his proceec u ng to America, and had 
despatched orders to hare hnn confined in (he West 
Indies, if found in that ouarter. This ghllant noble. 
man, who under aU these disadrantagM had da* 
monstrated his oood-will to the United Stntea» «•- 
ceived a .wound in his leg at the battie of Brandy- 
wine ; but he nerertheless continued in the tuM, 
and exerted himself both by word and examjAe in 
rallying the Americans. Other foreigners of dis- 
tinction also shared in the engagement. Count 
Puladii, a Polish nobleman, the same who a lew 

Sears before had carried oflr king Stanislans fiinn 
is capital, though surrounded with a numefroaa 
body of guards, and a Russian army, fought with 
the Americans at Brandywine : he was a thuiidB» 
bolt of war, and always sou|dit for tiie post of < 
ger as the post of honour. Soon after nds eng 
ment, congress appointed him oommandci ctf 1 
with the rank of brigadier. 

General Howe persevered in the scheme of gini». 
ittg the right flank of the Americans. TlUa waa no 
less steadily pursued on the one ride, than avoided 
on tiM other. Washington came forward In n few 
days witii a r ea ol ution of risking another action. He 
acoordiagly advanced as far as the Warren Tarrum 
^ tm. the uoeaater Bead. Near that plaoe ^ath ar> 
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• lb* pdnt of •agafing with thdr wbolo 
Ibrcfl^ Imt were pre?entod by a moet violeBt stoffni 
mt Ttan, which cootinvod for a whole day and uight. 
When the rein oeeeed, the Aanericaaa foimd that 
their ammanitioii was entirely mined ; they*ther»> 



fore withdrew to a place of safety. Before a mo- 

marcned 
poeidon near the White Hone TaTem, 



per tnpply 
nrom their p 



wae procitred, the British 



down towards the Swedes Ford. The Americans 
again took post in their front ; but the British, in* 
Btead of nrging an action, began to march an to- 
wards Reading. To sare the stores which had been 
dejposited in that place, Washin^^ton took a new po- 
rtion, and left the Britbh in nndistnrbed poesessioa 
of the roads which lead to Philadelphia. His troops 
were worn dovm with a succession of soTere du- 
ties ; there were in his army abore a thousand men 
who were barefooted, and who had performed all 
tilieir late movements in that condition. About this 
time the Americans sustained a considerable loss 
by a niAht attack, conducted bjr general Orey, on 
h detachment of their troops, which was encamped 
bear the PaoU TaTem. The outposts and pickets 
were forced without noise about one o'clock in the 
morning kjH the twentieth of September. The men 
had scarcely time to turn out. and when they did, 
they unfortunately paraded m the light ox theb 
flree ; this directed the British bow and where to 
proceed ; they rushed in upon them, and put about 
three hundred to death in a silent manner by a 
free and exdusiTe use of the bayonet. The enter. 

£rise was conducted with so much address, that the 
tss of iho assailants did not exceed eight. 
Ck>ngress, which after a short residence at Balti- 
tnoro ud returned to Philadelphia, were obliged a 
iecoud thne to coosalt their Hatecy by flight. They 
retired at first to Lancaster, and afterwaids Co 
York-Town. 

PHILADELPHIA TAKSN. 

The bulk of the Britith army being left in 6er- 
ttum-Tqwn, Sir William Howe, with asmidl part, on 
ttie twenty^ixth of September, made his tnomphal 
entry into PhUadelpbia, and was receired with the 
hearty welcome of numerous citizens, who either 
from conscience, cowardice, interest or principle, 
had hitherto separated thcmselres from the class of 
actire whigs. 

The pos»««sion of the largest city in the United 
Btstes, together with the disperuon of that grand 
council whioh had hitherto conducted their pablio 
affairs, were accounted by the shortsighted as de- 
tlsive of their fate. The submission of countries, 
after the conquest of their capital, had often been a 
thing of course ; but in the great contest for the ao' 
▼ereignty of the United States, the question did not 
rest with a ruler, or a body of rulers, nor was it to 
be determined by the posscfesion or loss of any par- 
ticular place. It was the public mind, the senti- 
ments and opinions of the yeomanry of the coun- 
try, which were to decide. Though Philadelphia 
had become the residence of the British army« yet, 
as long as the bulk of the people of the United 
States were opposed to their government the 
country was unsul>dued. 

One of the first objects of the British after they 
had got possession, was to erect batteries to com> 
mand the rirer, and to protect the city from any 
insult by water. The British shipping were prc- 
rented from ascending the Delaware, by obstrue* 
tions. which were Axed near Mud Island. Phila- 
ieipma, though posMssed by tbe British army, was 
exposed to danger from Hm American vessels in 
^ river. The American frigate Delaware, of 
AArty-two guns, anchored witlunfive hundred yards 
of the unfinished batteries, and being seconded by 
some smaller ressels, commenced a heavy cannon- 
ade upon the batteries and town ; but upon tfie 
ruling of the tide she ran aground. Being briskly 
fired upon firom the town, while in this condition, 
ibe was soon compelled to surrender. The other 
American vessels, not able to resist the fire from 
the batteries, after losing one of their number, re. 
tired. 

Ueneral Washington having been reinforced by 
two thousand five hundred men from PeekskiU 
and Virginia ; and having been informed that gen- 
eral Howe had detached a consadenble part of his 
force for reducing the forts on the Delaware, con- 
ceived a desianof attackfaig the British post at Ger- 
nan-Town. Their line of encampment crossed the 
town at right angles near its centre ; tho loft wing 



I nKlendod to the Bchwylkfl^ «nd «M«ov«r«Ala front 
by the mounted and dismmfed chaaseinrs. Th« 
queen's Ameiioan rangev and a battalion of Ugh!- 
mfantry were in front of tbe right. The fbrtteUi 
regiment, with another battalion of light4nfiuitry, 
were posted on the Chesnnt Hill road, three quar- 
ters of a mile in advanoe. Lord Cemwallk lay at 
Phiiadalphia, with four battalions of grenadiem. 
A few of the general oAoers of the Aaerioan araiy» 
whose advioe was requested on theoocaslon, unnnA- 
monsiy recoasmonded an attack ; and it was agreed 
that it should be made in different places, to pio* 
dnce the greater eonlasion, and to prevent tbe so- 
veral parti of the British foroes from affording sup- 
port to each otliar. From an apprebension that tho 
Americana, ttmu the want of discipline, would not 
persevere in a long attack, it was reaolved that U 
ahonid bo andden and vigorous, andif unauoceasfisl 
to mako an expeditions retreat. 

The morning was extremely feny-- This, by eon 
coaling the true sitoatUm of tho parties, occasionod 
mistakes, and made so much caution noceasary, aa 
to give ^e British time to recover firam tho offoccs 
of ttieir first surprise. From dieso causes the early 
promising anpoaranoes on the part of the assiiilan<>s 
were spoeduy reversed. The Americans left tho 
field hastily, and all efforts to rally them wore ia- 
effectnaL Lord Cocnwallis arrived with a party of 
light-horse, and joined in the pursuit ; this was 
continued for some miles* 

Soon after this battle the British left German- 
Town, and turned their principal attention towards 
(^ening a free oommonioat&on botwoon their army 
and their shipping. 

Much industry and ingenuity had been exerted 
for the security of Philadelphia on the water side. 
lUrtoen gaUles, two floating batteries, two aebeqnes, 
one Iwig, one ship, bosidos a numberof armed boata, 
fire-ships, and rafts, were constructed or employed 
Ibr this purpose. The Americans had also boilt a 
fort on Mud Island, to which they gave the namo 
of Fort Mifllin, and erected there a considerablo 
battery. This island is admirably situated for tho 
erection of works to annoy shipping on their way 
up the Delaware. It lies near tho middle of t>to 
nver, about seven miles below Philadelphia : no 
ressels of burden can come up but by the main ship 
^^»an"?*, which passes close to Hud Island, and.js 
Tery narrow for more than a mile below. Opjposito 
to Fort Mifflin there is a height, caUod Red Bank ; 
this overlooks not only the river, but the neighbour- 
ing country ; on t)us eminence a battery was erect- 
ed. Between theso two fortresses, which are half 
a mllo distant from each other, the American naval 
armament for the defonce of the river Dolawaro 
made their harbour of retreat. Two rangea of che- 
vaux do fiiso were also sunk into the channel. 
These consisted of large pieces of timber strongly 
framed together, in the manner usual for makmc 
the foundation of wliazis in deep water. Several 
large points of bearded iron projectiog down tho 
river were annexed to the upper parts of theso 
chevanx do frise, and the whole was sunk with 
stones, so as to be about lour feet under the water 
at low tide. Their prodigious weight and strength 
could not fail to eflect the destruction of any Tsiii- 
sel which came upon them. Thirty of theso map 
chines were sunk about three hundred yards below 
Fort Mifflin, so as to stretch in a diagonal lino 
across the channel. Tho only open passage left 
was between two piers lying close to the Ibrt. and 
that was secured by a strong boom, and could not 
be approached but in a direct line to the battery. 
Another fortification was erected on a high bank on 
the Jersey shore, oaBed Bilttngsport ; and opposilo 
to this, another range of chevanx de frise was .do* 
posited, leaving only a narmw and shoal channel 
on the one side. There was also a temporary bat- 
tery of two heavy cannon at the mouth of Mantua 
Creek, about hatf way from Rod Bank to BiOBngs. 
port. The British were well apprised, that, wiA- 
out tho command of the Delaware, their possession 
of Philadelphia would be of no advantage. Tlioy 
therefore strained every nerve to open tbe naviga- 
tion of that river. To this end lord Howe had eany 
taken the most effectual measures for conducting 
the fleet and transports round from Chesapeak to 
tho Delaware, and drew them up on the Fenniwl- 
vania shore, from Reedy Island to NewcastU. 
Early in October a detachment firom the British 
army crossed tho Delaware, with a view of dls- 
1 lodging tho Amoiicana tnm Bfllingsport. On thcic 
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aaf«no«dt mora liguiiMi laeaMirea fof ramoviaf 
tte ofaMmotSMB* wem cottc«rted between the gea- 
eval wad dM adalral. Batteries were erected ok 
the Peaneyttniiia eliora to eaiiet in dlilodeing the 
Amerioatte fcon Mod Island. At die same time 
0»unt Donop m¥Sk two thooeand »en, having cross- 
ed into Mew4eiMy, opiiosite to Philad^hia, 
■ttrohed down on the eastern nMe at the Delaware, 
to attack the redMbt at Red Bank. This was de- 
fc ii dcd by abont font hundred men wnder the oom- 
iMBid tt c e ie n el Greene. The attiKk Innnedfately 
oemmetooed by a smart eannooade, wder otover of 
which dm eoont advanced lo the redoubt. TUs place 
was intonded for a much larger garrison than was 
ften in it ; it -had therofisre become necessary to 
rim a line in the middle diereof; and one part of it 
n«s eTaenaled. That part was easliy carried by 
the assailants, on wMch they indulged in loud 
hnasae foir their supposed vtotory. ilie garri^n 
kept wp use r er e wulldireoted fihre on the amailants, 
by which they were compelled 10 retire. Ther 
aniliBred not oolv in the assault, but in die «pnroacu 
to, and retiuat from the fort. Their whole loss in 
killed and wounded was about four hundred} 
count Donop was mortally wounded «>d taken 

»r. Congreas resoYved to present colonel 
ne widi a swoM for his good conduct on this 
•An attadt whtmt the same time on Fort 
Mifflin by men of war and frigates was not more 
dum the aMault on Red Bank. The 
lan of war of aixfy-four guns, and the 
Merlin, two of the ress^ wUeh were engaged In 
i^ got aground : the former was fired snd Uew up ; 
the iMtar was eraeaated. 

AMSRICAN FORTS TAKEN. 

Thc»o«« the first attempts of the British for open. 
lag die narigotiou of the Delaware were onsuccess. 
fal, they carried their point In another way that was 
nneapeeted. The ohcranx d» frise ba-ving been 
vnnk soma eonsidenkble time, the current of the 
water was dfrertcd by this great balk into new 
cliannels; In consequence of which the passage 
between dkC islands and the PennsyWania show 
was so deepened, as to admit resscls of some con* 
siderable draught of water. Through this passage, 
the VigHant, a large ship, cut down so as to draw 
but HttiB water, mounted with M-pounders, made 
her way to a position from which she might enlUade 
tiie works on Mud Island. This gave the British 
such an advantage, diat the post was no longer 
tenable. Colonel Smith, who had with great g&l. 
lantry defondad the fort from the latter end of Sep- 
tember to the 11th of Norembcr, being wounded, 
was leuww e d to the main. "Within fire days after 
fafei renmvsl, mijur TWrycr, who as a Tolitnteer had 
nobly oflbred to take charge of thai dau geruu s l>o«t. 
vtas obliged to eracnate it. 

litis event did not take pince till the works were 
entirely beaten down, every piece of cannon dte- 
anuttted, and one of die British ships so near that 
she threw grenades into dte fort, and killed the 
men uucoverBd in the platform'. The troops who 
hhd so bravely defended Port Mifflin, made a safe 
retreat to Red Bank. Within three days after Mud 
Island was evacuated, the garrison' was also witb- 
draum from Red Bank, on the approach of lord 
OMnwalKs at the head of a large force prepared to 
assault it. Some of the American gaBfes and arm- 
ed vesseb escaped, by keeping dose in vrith the 
Jersey shore, to places of security above PhUadel- 
phia : but seventeen of them were abandoned by 
their cr0ws and fired. Thus the British gained a 
free CO— munication between their army and ship, 
ving. This event was to them very desirable. They 
nad been previously obliged to draw dieir provi- 
sions from Chester, a distance of sixteen mBes, at 
•dme risk, and a ceriain great expense. The 
hmg-pYntraotad defonce of the Delaware derang- 
ed the plans of the British for the remainder of 
thec ei^rign, and consequently saved the a^acent 
country. 

About tMs time the dnlr oof congress became 
vacant by the deptrtutv of Hancoek, after he had 
discharged the dnties of that offloe to great satisfac- 
tfon two years and five montlis. Henry Laurens, 
of Soudi Carolina, was unanimously dected his 
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every enterprise In Peansylvaaln^'ti^DA reverefro^ 
fortune took place in tike north, to Which It wffi not 
be improper, at this period of our narrative^ le 
airect the readerls, attention'. 

To eflbot a free' communication between New- 
York and Canada, and to maintain the uavigatioB 
of dm intermediate laAes, was a principal oUect 
with the British for die campaign of 1777. The 
ibnerleans, presuming on this, had becm^ eariy at- 
tentive to theif^ security in that quarter* lliey ha4 
resolved to construct a fort on Mount ladepenp 
denco, which Is an eminence adtjoiuing die strait 
on vriiieh Tlconderoga stands, and nemy opposite 
to diat fortress. They had auo resolved to otaetmct 
the navigation of the strait by c«usoons, to be 8nn|L 
in the water, and joined so as to serve at the same 
time for a bridge between the fortifications on Um 
east and west side of it; and diat, to neevenf tim 
British from drawing their small crali arer land 
kite Lake George, tlie passage of that lake should 
be obstructed ; that Fort Schuyler, die same wh&e^ 
had ferraerlT been called Fort Stanwix, should be 
atrengthened, and other fortifications erected near 
the Mohawk river. Reqnisitions were made by dm 
eommandine oAoer in the department for thirteen 
thousand six htmdred men, as necessary for the 
Mcurity of this district. The adjacent states weiu 
urged to fill up their recruits, and in all respects to 
be in readiness for an active campaign. 

The British ministry were very sanguine tn their 
hopes, from the consequences of forming a Bne of 
oemmunicatlon J>etween New-York and Canada* 
They considered the New-Bngland people to be iSie 
soul of the confederacy, and promised dieuMelv^ 
much br severing them than all free communica- 
don with the neighbouring states. TWy hoped. 
w4ian thin was accomplished, to be able to surround 
them so effectually with fleets and armies, and In- 
dian allies, as to compel them to -submission. Ani- 
mated with' diese expectations, they left nodaing 
nndone which might ensure the success ttf the ^ana 
they had formed for this jpurpose. 

11»e regidar troops, British and German, allotted 
to this service, were upwards of seven diousand* 
As artiDery is considered to be particularly useful 
in the American wars, where numerous inhabitants 
ere Co be driven out of woods and Ihstneeses, diis 

Krt of the service was particularly attended t(k 
e brass train that was sent out, was perhape dm 
finest^ and the most excellenUy suppliea, both as to 
efflcem and men, that had ever been allotted to 
second tlie operations of an equal force. In addi- 
tion to the regulars, it was supposed that the Can- 
adians and the loyaoists, in the neighbouring states, 
would add large reinforcements, well calcidated for 
die peculiar nature of the service. Arms and ac- 
coutrements were accordingly provided to supply 
them. Several nations of savages had also oeen 
induced to take up the hatchet, as allios to his Bri- 
tannic majesty. 

The vast force destined for this service was jmt 
under the Command of licotenant-geBeral Bur-' 
goyne, an officer whose abilities were well known, 
and whose spirit of enterprise and ardour for 
military fame could not be exceeded. He was 
supported by major-general Philips of die artillery, 
who had established a solid reputation by Us good 
conduct during the late war in Germany, and 
by major-general Reidesel and brigadier-general 
Speecht of the German troops, together with dm 
British generals Fraxer, Powell, and UamUtoa, all 
officers of distinguished merit. 

The Britidi had also undisputed possesion of dm 
navigation of Lake ChampUin. The marine force 
there, with which in the preceding campaign they 
had destroyed the American shipping on the Iakes» 
was not only entire but nnoppcsed. 

A considerable force was left in Canada for its 
internal security, and Sir Guy Carleton*s military 
oonnnand was restricted to the limits of that prov- 
ince. Though the British ministry attributed the 
preservation of Canada to his abilities in 1775 and 
I7T6, yet, by dieIr arrangements for the year 1777, 
he was only called upon to act a sooonda^ pert, in 
subserviency to the grand expedition oomnuttcd to 
general Burgoyne. 

The plan of the British for their pnrfected irrup- 
tion into the nordv western frontier of New-Tork, 
consisted of two parts. General Burgoyne, witk 
the teain body, was to advance by the way of lAke 
Champlain, with positive orders, as has been said, 
to force his Way to Albuy, or at ietst so for as le' 



eXSOMLGB ni. ITtU^liMI. 



* HRlH tk tnnetfcni with tk* royal araiy flrom Ne>^ 
Yflvk, A detadnneiit w«« to Movad t1i« rirer St. 
lAwreaoe, m fiur u Ltke Ontario^ and from that 
qpaitar to penetrate towarde Albany, hy the way 
at tbm Mbhawkifrer. Thte was ^t vnder ihe esm> 
Mind olUeateoant^iolonel St. Leger, and eontiated 
«if aboat two hundred BiMah troopa, a regiMient of 
New- York loyaUata raised and commanded by Sir 
John Johoaon, and a large body of aoTam. liea* 
tanant'Ceneral Bvrgoyne arrired in Qnebec on die 
9ttk ef May, and exerted an dUigenre to proseente 
te doe time the d^feett of the expedltioa. On the 
9th of Jme he proceeded vp Xake Champlain, 
and on the flat landed near Crown Pohit. At tUa 
place he met the Indiana, gare them a war feaat, 
and made a apeecb to them. This waa well cal- 
aalated to excite Ihem to take part with ihe royal 
army, bnt at the same time to reprcaa their barbari- 
ty. He pointedly foriiad them to shed blood when 
net opposed In anna, and ooumanded that aged 
a&cn, women, chOdroi, and prisoners, shoalA be 
held sacred f^om die knife and the hatobet, eren in 
die heat of actnal confliet. A reward was 
for priaoners, and a »Bfen inqalry theas 
scalps, thovgh im iiiiiaBMai was aia s i l e d to take 
Inim thoae who veae pfreTienaly kfllad in i>ir<qppo- 
iHioa. Iboae ■aatlkfluua were not aoAcien^ as 
iMIl appear In die aeqnel, to restrain tlieir barbari* 
dea. llie TiWIIans haTmg decidedly taken part with 
the British army, general Borgoyne issued a pro- 
clamation, calcttiateid to spread terror among the 
inhabitants. The numbers of his Indian aasodatea 
were magnified, and their eagerness to be let looae 
to flieir prey described in high-sounding words. 
The force of the British armiea and deeta prepared 
to cnuh erery part of the revolted colonies, was 
alao displayed in pompous language. Bncourage- 
ment and employmeot were promised to those nAu) 
should asaiat in die re^eatablishment of legal gorem* 
ment, and aecurity held out to the peaceable and 
industrious, who continued in their habitations. 
All the calamities of war, arrayed in their most 
terrific forms, were denounced against diose who 
should perscTere in a military oppoaition to the 
coy al forces. 

FORT TICONDBROOA EVACUATED. 

GaNtaAL Bnrgoyne advanced widi his army in 
afbRT days to Crown Point. At this place he iasued 
tirdera, of which the following words are a part: 
"The army embariu to-morrow to approaoh tha 
enemy. The services required on diia expedition 
are critical and conspicuous. Dmring our progreaa 
oeeaaiona may occur, hi irtnch, nor dUicnlty, nor 
labour, nor life, are 'to he regarded. This anny 
neat not retreat.'' From Crown Point tho loyal 
^nny proceeded to invest Tloonderoga. On their 
approach to it, they adTanced with equal caution 
and order on both sides of the lake, while their 
naval force kept in its centre. Within a few days 
diey had surrounded tlireo-fourtha of the American 
^orka at Tlponderoga and Mount Independence, 
and had also advanced a work on Suaar HID wliich 
eommanda bodi, ao Hx towards completian, that in 
twenty-four hours it would have been ready to 
open. In diese circumstances general St. Cndr, 
4e commanding oiBcer, resolved to evacuate the 
poat at all eventa; bat conceiviog it prudent to 
'd&e the sentiments of die general officers, he 
caOM a council of war on the occasion. It waa 
Teg rese u ted to this couudl, that tbeir whole nnm- 
»on were not soflcient to man one half of the 
^otka. and that aa the whole must be on conatant 
duty, ft would be ImpoasRile far them to sustain the 
Beceasai^ fstigoe for any length of time, and that 
*■ dieplace would be oompietdy invested on aD 
aides within a day, nodUng ont an immediate ever 
cnation of the peats could save their troops. 

The assumption of conlhlent appearancea in die 
gUiMms had induced their adversariea to proceed 
^th great caution. While from tfaia canae they 
Were awed into respect, the evacuation waa com- 
piated widi so much secrecy and expedition, that 
a considerable part of the public atorea waa aaved. 
•nd the whole would have been embarked, had 
not a violent gale of wind wfaidi sprung up in the 
2<tht prevented the boats ftom reachlnf iMdr sta- 

The retreating army endMiked as mnen of dwfar 
"HMe and atorea aa they had any prospect of 
"^^w on hoard batteaox, and despatched, «hem 
^™ g * . MAvoy of dvo vaod gdBca to 
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borough. The aialB body toift Ito 
tho suBM plose hy waj of Caatielan. lb* Bvltiih 
wore no sooner appataed of tho ietfea< ef the 
rieana than tiiey parsned thenu 
at the head of die Mght 
main body. M^|or-generai «ei«asei was aiso oi 
with the greater part of the Branawtak traopa, to 
maseh in die same divoetion. (general Borgoyne 
in person oondneted the pursuit by water. Th» 
obstauetiaiia to the natvigidon not having been 
completed, were aoon cat ttroogh. Tho two M- 
galea, the Royal George and Ae IndeodUe, tafo> 
tlMT widi die gun-boats, having edbotod their pn^ 
sago, panned with ao nraoh rLpidifcy, tiMit in the 
oourae of a day the gun4>oatB came up widi and 
attacked the American gaUes neae Sfcaneshesongh 
On the ^preach ef the ftigatea all 



thm oeased ; taraT of the gaWes wean taken ~aa# 
three blown u^ The Americana aet ioe to 4nli 
worka, aslUa, and batteaioc. Tk&f ware 
hi the wooda deadtato ef mii ihisan : inttia 




onth0 
of Joly attaaked thefar lewgaaid at Hub- 
In the course of the engajsiaont ho waa 
joined by the Geiaan troopa rowianded by gene- 
ral Roidosel. The Americans commandJBd hy 
c o h mel Warner aaade a gaOant resistsnce, h«t 
after anataining ooaalderaUe kaa, were oblifed to 

Sive way. Lieotanant eolonel Hall, with the nhith 
ritiah roghnent, was detached from Skenesboraugh 
by general Batgoyne, to take poat near Fort Anne. 
£u engagement ensued between this regiaaant and 
a few Americana ; but the latter, after a conflict of 
two hours, ftred tlie fert, and retrented to Port 
Kdward. The destruction of the dalfea and hot- 
teaux of the Americans at Ske n a sfa o wo ogh, and 
the defeat of theb rear, obliged general St. Clair, 
m ofder to avoid Iteiog between two Irea, to chnnge 
the route of his main body, and la lam oflT fesaa 
Castleton to the left. After a fati^ng and die- 
tseeslng march of seven days, ho jolaed general 
Schuyler at Fort Edward. Tn^ combined feree%' 
kactaaive of the militia, not exceedhig im die whole 
fear thoaaand, four hundred men, wore not long 
after, on the approach of general Bnrgo 
polled to retire farther into the c omiti y 
on Albany. Sueh waa the rapid tenon 
which in this period of the eampaAgn awept away 
aD opposition ftona liefore the royal nosy, whieh» 
after Oeae soccesaeSk condnood fsr soase daya In 
Skanerimmufh, waiting fer their lentsy baggage, 



In dM meanthno general Biug o jn e nut ferdk A 
proclamation, in which he called on the mhaMfaoll 
of the adijaeent towns to send a depntation of ton 
or awire persons fkom their lo s p e td io townshipdy 
to meet eolonel Skene at Gaaileloa,on the dfteentt 
of Xuly. The troopa were at die aaaso time busily 
emp l oy ed in openmg a road, and dealing a creek, 
to fevoor their advance, and to open a passage fer 
die conveyance of their storea. A party m the 
royal army wUch had been left behind at Tlcande^ 
foga, waa equally industrious In oarrying gun-boatri', 
provision, T es a ea i, and batteamc over land, into 
Lake George. An inmensUy of labour In every 
qaartor was necessary ; but, animated aa diey werb 
with past s uccesse s and future hopea, Ihey dhnr«. 
garded toO and danger. 

From Skenesborongh general Buifpoyno directed 
his course across the country to Fhrt Edward, OA 
Hudson's River. Though the distanee in a right 
line from one to the other is but a few asiles, yet 
such is the fanpractictiUe nature of tho country, and 
such were the artificial difficult^ thrown in Ma 
way, that nearly as many days were consumed aa 
the distance passed over m a direct line would have 
measured in mllos. The Americans under the direo- 
tions of general Schuyler had cut large trees on both 
sides of the road, so as to lUI aereaa widi dMir 
branches interwoven. The Ikce of the country waa 
likewise so broken with creeks and marahes, that they 
had no less dian forty bridges to construct, one of 
which was a log-work over a uMrass, two mOes In 
extent. Ihisdi&cultniarchmia^thavo been avoided 
had general Buiguyn e fhllen Dock flrom Skeneabo- 
roa^ to Tloonderoga. and thence proceeded by Lake 
Gemve ; but he dedmed tide routo, from an appm- 
benaion diat a r e trog r ade motion on Us part would 
abato (he panic of &e enemy. Be hud alao a sos- 
pickn diat aoMM doby might bo uociatoneil by Ao 
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ganlton at Fort Gearg*, m, ia otte of 
his taUiig ttat nrate, they miglit Mfaly eontiaue to 
tonat to th« but extroxmty, haviog open ia their 
roor a pluoe of rotreat. On the other band it waa 
preaumed, that aa aoon aa they knew that the royal 
anay waa marohiog in a directloo which waa likely 
to cut off tlieir retreat* they would consult their 
aafety by a aoaaonable evaemation. In addition to 
fheae ceaaona ho had the adriGe and porsnakion of 
colonel Skene. That gentleman had been reoomo 
aaended to him aa a peraon proper to be oonanlted ; 
hia land was ao aitnated, that the opening of a road 
hetween Fort Edward and Skeneabocongh would 
gready enhance ita Talue. Thia circnmatanoe 
might hare made him more urgent in hia racom- 
mendaliona of that route, eapecially aa, being the 
ahortoat, it bid fair for uniting the royal intereat 
with priraia eonvenience. The opinion formed by 
geneni finrgoyne of the effect of hia direct more- 
ment ftom SkJeneaborongh to Fort Edward on the 
American garriaon, waa rerifled by die event ; for 
being apprdienaiYe of baring their retreat cut off, 
they abandoned tbeUr fort and burnt their voaaela. 
Hie navigation of Lake George being therefore left 
free, pronslona and aanuunition were brougiit for- 
ward from Fart George to the ftnit navigable parte 
of Hudaon'a River : thia ia a diatance of fifteen 
milea, and the roada of diHiGalt paaaage. The 
intricate oomlMiiation of land and water caniage, 
tagedier with the inauttdent meana of tranaportor 
don, and exoeaaive raina, catiaed auch delays, that 
at the end of fifteen daya tbera were not more than 
four daya' previaiooa brought forward, nor abow9 ten 
batCeauK in the fiver. "Ae dittculdea of tlua con- 
▼eyanee, aa well aa of the march through the wil^ 
doroeaa from Skeneaborough to Fort Edward, were 
enoountered and ovtrcooM bv the royal army 
with a apirit and alacrity whicn could not be ex- 
ceeded. At length, on the thirtieth of iidy, after 
incredible frtigue and labour, general Btergoyne 
and the armv under hia command reached Port 
Edward, on Hudaon'a Rhrer. Their exnltadon 4m 
aocompUahing what for a long dme had been the 
oUect of their hopea, waa unuanally great. 

While the Britiah wera retarded in dieir advance 
by the combined dilBcnltiea of nature and art, 
eventa took place, which prored the wisdom and 
propriety of the retreat from TSconderoga. The 
army aaved by that meana, waa between the in- 
habitanta and general Burgoyne ; thia abated the 
panic of the people, and became a centre of ren- 
desvooa for tnem to repair to : on the other hand, 
had they atood their ground at Tioonderoga, they 
moat in the ordinary oourae of eventa, In a abort 
time, either have been cut to pieeea, or aurrendered 
dwmaelvea priaonera of war. 

From the adoption of that meaaure my different 
eventa took place. In a few daya after tne evacua^ 
don, general Schuyler iaaued a prodamadon, call* 
tog to the mind of the inhabitanta the late barbari- 
tiM and deaoladona of the royal armv in Jersey ; 
warning them that they would be dealt urith aa 
traitora if they Joined the Britiah, and requiring 
them with their arma to repair to the American 
ataadard. Numeroua partiea were also employed 
In bringing off public storea, and in felling treea, 
and thromng ooatroctiona in the way of the ad- 
vancing royal army. The terror excited by the In- 
diana, maCead of dupoaing the inhabitanta to court 
Bridah protecdon, had a contrary effect The 
friends of the royal cause, aa well aa its enemiea, 
auffored from their indiacruainato barbaritiea. Oo- 
caaion waa thereby given to inflame the populace, 
and to blacken the royal caoae. The crueltiea of 
the Indiana, and die cauae in which they were en- 
gaged, were aaaociated together, and preaented in 
one view to the alarmed inhabitanta. All the feeble 
aid which the royal army received from their Indi- 
an auxiliariea, waa endraly overbalanced by the 
odium it brought on their canae, and by that deter- 
mined apirit M oppoaidon which the dread of their 
oarage crueltiea excited. An anny waa apeedily 
poured forth from the wooda and moantaina. 'When 
they who had begun the retreat wore nearly waated 
away, the apirit of the country immediately aap- 

}>Ued their place with a much greater and more 
ormidable fone. In addition to these incitementa, 
it waa early conjectured, that the royal army, by 
puahmg forward, would be ao entangled aa not to 
be able to advance or retreat on equal tenna. Men 
of abilidea and of eloquence, influenced with tUa 
•Kpectation, harangued the inhabitanta in their 



aeveral towna, and aet twdk in high i 

crueltiea of the aavage auxiliariea of Great 

and the frir proapecta of capturing tlie whole force 

of their enemiea. From the combiuod influence ct 

theae causea, the American army soon anmmntad to 

upwardaof thirteen thousand men. 

While general Burgoyne waa forcing hia way 
down towarda Albany, lieutenant^ohmerSt. Leger 
waa ooKiperating with him in the Mohaw%. country. 
He had aacended the river St. Lawrence, rroeaMl 
Lake Ontario, and commenced the siege of FOct 
Schuyler. On die approach of dua detaclnnent oC 
the royal army, general HarUmer ooUected about 
eight thousand of the whig milida of die porta a^ 
jacent for the relief of the garrison. 

St. Leger, aware of the consequences of being 
attacked in his trenches, detached Sir John John- 
aon, with some tories and Indians to lie in ambush, 
and intercept the advancing militia. Hie atratagem 
took effect : the general and his militia were sur> 
prised, but severiJ of the Indians were nevertb^ 
less killed by their fire. A scene of confusion 
followed. Some of Uarkimer's men raa off, but 
others posted themaelvea behind logs, and oon- 
tinned to fight with bravery and auccesa. The lose 
on the aide .of the Americana waa one hundred and 
aixty killed, beaidoa the wounded. Among the 
former waa dieir gallant leader general BaiUnMr. 
Several of their killed and wounded wore principal 
inhabitanta of that part of the country. Colonel 
St. Leger availed himaelf of the terror excited on 
thia Ofxasion, and endeavoured by atrong repre- 
sentations of Indian barbarity to intimidate die gar- 
rison into an immediate surrender. He sent reriial 
and written meaaagea, " demanding the aurrmidfer of 
the fort, and atattag the impoaaibuity of their ob- 
taining relief, aa their frienda under general HarU* 
mer were entirely cut off, and aa general Burgoyne 
had forced hia way through the coundy, and waa 
daily receiving the submission of the inhabitanta,** 
He represented " the pains he had taken to softer 
the Indians, and to obtain engagements from di^^ 
that in case of an immediate surrender every man 
in the garrison should be spared f and pairticularly 
enlarged on the drcnmstance, " that the Indiana 
were determined, in case of their meeting wiA 
futher opposition, to massacre not only the garri* 
son, but every man, woman, or child, m the Mo- 
hawk country." Colonel Gansevor^ who com. 
manded in the fort, replied, '* that being by the 
United States entrusted with the cliargo of the gar- 
rison, he was determined to defend it to the last 
extremity against all enemiea whatever, without 
any concern for the conaequencea of doing Ida 
duty." 

BRITISH REPULSED AT FORT SCHUYLER. 
Tbi brave garrison, in ita hour of danger, waa 
not forgotten. General Arnold, with a brigade 6i 
continental troopa, had been prerioualy detached by 
general Schuyler fur their relief, and waa then 
near at hand. Mr. Tost Schuyler, who had been 
taken up by the Americans^ on suspicion of his be- 
ing a spy, was promised his life and his estate, on 
condition diat he should go and alarm the Indiana 
with such representations of the numbers mark- 
ing against them, aa would occaaion their retreat. 
He immediately proceeded to the camp of the In> 
diana, and being able to coOTerse in their own laa- 

Sge, informed them that vaat numbera of hoetile 
ericana were near at hand. They were die- 
roughly frightened, and determined to go off. St. 
Leger used every art to retain them: but notldag 
coiud change their determination. It ia the cha- 
racteristic of these people, on a rererse of fortnne 
to betray irresolution, and a total want of that 
conatancy which is necessary to atiugi^e for a 
length of time with difficultiea. They had found &e 
fort stronger and better defended dun was expeei- 
ed ; they had lost several head-men in their engage 
ment with general Harkimer, and had gotten no 
plunder. Iliese circumstances, added to tlie eetw 
tainty of the approach of a radnforcement to tfaefr 
adversaries, which they believed tobe much greater 
than it really waa, made them quite nntractahle. 
Part of them tnstandy decamped, and the raiaain- 
der threatened to follow, if the Britiah did not im 
mediately retreat. Thia measure waa adopted, 
and the siege raised. From the disorder oooasaoned 
by the precipitancy of the Indiana, the tenta, and 
much of the artillery and atorea of the beaingaia 
fen into the handa of the gaitiaon. The diem 
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MTasM, csaapentod ky fteir fD ftrtime, 
are said, on their retro«t, to have lobbed their Bii- 
tjteh tMoeiatee of their bonoge and irorinone. 

While tlie fete of Fort S<3iayler wa« in suipenae, 
it oeevrred to general Borgoyne, on heuring of iti 
being besieged, tiiat n radden and rapid movement 
Ihnraitt woald be of the utaiwt coneeqnenoe. JU 
thft principal force of his adTenariee waa in fivnt 
between ban and Albany, he hoped, by adTanoing 
on them, to redooe them to die neeeMuty of fi|^t- 
tog, or of recreating out of his way to Mew-Eng- 
land. 

COLONEL BAUBf DEFEATED. 

With such Tiews, general Bnrgoyno promised 
*^immmmu groat adrautages from advancing rapidly, 
lewasds Albany. The principal olgeetion against 
thia plaasable prqjeet, was the difflcolty of fktraish. 
ing pRrrisiona lor liis troops. To lieep np acommo- 
niaation wi^ Fort George, so as to obtain from that 
r«»gnlar supplies at a distance daily in- 
, was wbdDy impracticable. Hie ad?an- 
iich were expected from dio proposed meas- 
re too daidmg to be easily relinquished. 
Thon^ the impossibility of drawing proTisions 
ftom the Bteree in their rear was known and ac- 
fcaewledged, yet a hope was Indulged that they 
aright be elsewiiere obtained. A plan was there- 
iove fformed to 6pen resources from die plentiful 
finyns of Vennont. Brery day's account, and par- 
tio^ariy the information of colon<d Skene, induced 
Boqpoyne to bdieTO, that one description of the in- 
habitants in that co un tr y were panie>struck, and that 
another, and by hx the most numerous, were friends 
to tlie British interest, and only wanted the appear- 
anoeof aprotecting power to show thetnselres. Rely- 
ing on dus inteUigence, he detached only five han- 
dled men, one hundred Indians, and two field- 
I|ieroB, which he supposed would be frdly sufficient 
ipir the expedition. The command of dus force was 
fiven to Itentenant^olonel Baum, and it was sup- 
posed that with it be would be enabled to setee 
npon a magarine of supplies which the Americans 
had collected at Bennington, and which was only 
g^narded by militia. It was also intended to try dw 
temper of the inhabitants, and to mount die dra- 
goons. On his approaching the place of Us desti- 
nadon* he fonnd die American militia stronger 
ttian had been supposed : he thereto took post In 
the ricJnity, intrenched his party, and despatched 
an express to general Bnrgoyne, with an account 
of his rituation. Colonel Breyman was detached to 
reinforce lum. Though erery exertion was made to 
push forward this reinforcement, yet, from die im- 
practicable foce of die co u n try , anddefeedvt means 
of transportation, thirty-two hours elapsed before 
ttey had marahed twenty^our mUes. General 
Btark, who commanded die American mflitia at 
Bennington, engaged with diem before the junction 
of the two royal detachments could be effoeted. On 
this occasion about eight hundred undiscipUned 
mflitia, without bayonets, or a sinale piece off artO. 
lory, attacked and routed flye nundred regtdar 
troops, adrantageously posted bdhind intrench- 
uentB, furnished with the b<M aims, and defended 
with two pieces of artillery. The fidd-irieoes were 
taken from the party commanded by colonel Baum, 
and the greatest part of the detachment was eidier 
killed or captured. Colonel Breyman arriTOd on 
die same ground and on the same day, but not till 
the action was brer. Instead of meeting his 
friends, as he expected, he foond himself briskly 
attadbed. Breyman's troooe, though fatigued with 
their preceding march, behaTed with great resolu- 
dop, but were at length compelled to idiandon their 
aftiUery, and retreat. The orertfarow of these de- 
tacfamenta was the first link in a grand chain of 
causes, wUdi finally drew down ruin on the whole 
royal army. The confidence with which the Ame- 
ricans were inspired, on finding themselres able to 
defeat regidar troops, produced surprising eflTects ; 
it animated their exertions, and filled them with 
axpeetatton of fordier snecess. 

That military pride, which is the soul of an army, 
was nwrtnred by the captured artillery, and other 
trophies of rietory. In proportion to the deration 
of we Americans was die depression of dieir adrer- 
'aarias. Accustomed to success, as they had been 
id the preceding part of the campaign, they felt 
•anusnaf mortification from this unexpected check : 
It did not diminish their courage, it abated 
It b not easy to enumerate all 



Hm diaastivas consequenoeo whlob raaulted to the 
royal ttmy, fkom the foilnre of their expedition to 
Bennington. These were so extensiTe. diat their 
loss of men was the least considerable; it deranged 
erery plan for pushing tli» adrautages which had 
been preriously obtained. Among other embar- 
rassments it ledujMd general Burgoyne to the al- 
ternatiTo of halting till he brought forward sup- 
plies from Fort George, or of adrancing without 
them at the risk of being starred. The former being 
adopted, the royal army was detained frtnn August 
sixteendi, to September thirteenth. Tliis unaroid* 
able delay gare time and opportunity for the Ame- 
ricans to collect in g?eat numbers. 

The defeat of lieutenanfe-cfdonel Baum was the 
first erent which for a long time had taken place in 
foronr of die American northern army. Fk'om De> 
comber IT75, it had experienced one misfortune 
treading on the heels of another, and defeat suc- 
ceeding defeat. Erery moment had been either 
retreatmg or eracttating. The subsequent tran- 
sactions pres e nt a remarkable contrast. Fortune, 
whkh, prerions to the battle of Bennington, had 
not for a moment quitted the Britbh standard, 
seemed, after that erent, as if she had toti^ de- 
serted it, and gone orer to the opporite party. 

SCCCESSIYE DISASTERS OF THE BRITISH. 

Arria the eraenation of Tleon4.eroga, the Amert- 
.cans had foUen back from one place to another, tin 
tbey at last fixed at Vanshaick's Island. Soon af- 
ter the retreating system was adopted, congress 
recalled their general ofllcers, and put general 
Gates at the bead of their northern army. His ar- 
riral (on the nineteenth of August) gare fresh ri- 
i|our to the exertions of die inhabitants. The mi- 
litia, flushed with tbelr recent rictory at Benning- 
ton, coUected in great numbera to his standard ; 
they soon began to be animated with a hope or 
c a ptu rin g the whole British army. When the ne- 
cessary stores for Oirty da^' subsistence were 
brouf^t forward trmn liake George, general Bur- 
goyne gare up all communication widi the maga- 
alnes in the rear, and on the thirteenth and four* 
teendi of September crossed Hudson's rirer. The 
movement was the subject of much discussion ; 
some charged it to die impetuosity of die general, 
and alleged that It was premature before he was 



sure of aid from the royal ft>roes posted in New- 
Yoik : but he pleaded thie peremptory orders of hie 
superiors. The rapid adrance of Burgoyne, and 
espedally his pMsage of the North Rlrer, added 
much to the impracticability of his future retreat, 
and in conjunction with subsequent erents made- 
the total ndn of his army In agreat degree naaroid- 



BATTLE OF STILLWATER. 

OiiiXBAL BonooTNB, aftoT crossfaig the Hud- 
n, adraneed along iti side, and in four days en- 
camped on the heights, about two milea from geit> 
oral Gates's camp, which was diree miles abore 
Stillwater. The Americans, etaUed wUh their sne- 
cesses at Bennington and Fort Schuyler, tton^ 
no more of retreating, but came out to meet die 
advancing British, and engaged them with fimmeas 
and resolntion. The attadc began a little before 
mid'day of September nineteentli, between the 
scouting parties of the tvn> armies. The command- 
ers on both rides supported and reinforced their 
respective parties, ine conflict, -tliough severe^ 
was only partial for an hour and a half ; but after 
a short pause it became general, and continued for 
three hours without any mtemuMion. A constent 
blase of fire was kept np, and both armies seemed 
to be determined on death or victory. The Ameri. 
cans and British alternately drove and were driven 
by eachother ; men, and particulaity officers, drop- 
ped every moment, and on every side. Several of 
the Americans placed themselves in high trees, 
and as often as they codld distingidsh an oflteer's 
uniform, took him off by deliberately aiming at his 
person. Few actions have been charactensed by 
more obstinacy in atteck or defence ; the Britisn 
npeatedly tried their bayonets, but without their 
usual success in theuse off that weapon. At leMth 
night pat an end te the efllhsion of blood, luls 
hard-foufht battle decided nodiing, and little else 
than honour was gained by either army ; but never- 
theless it was followed by important oonsequencea: 
of these, one was the diminution of the seal and 
alacrity of the Indians in the British amy. Th» 
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to Uteix 
tbiey W0I9 dimppcxatea of the plnndor tliey ak- 
poetod, and ww n^>**'*'^f before tbem bat bardiduM 
•od dancer. Vlddlty and 'boBour were too feeUe 
Bwtivea m tbe aniodB of jaTagea, to retain tbem in 
flucb an anprodnetive aerrioe. By deserting in tbe 
aeaaon wben tiieir aid would bare^ been, meet oae* 
fol, tbey ftvniabed a aeoend instanoe of Ae impo* 
' ttcy of depending npon tbem. Very little more 
penereranoe waa exniUted by tbe Canadiana and 
ether Biitiah prorinciala : tter alao abandoned tbe 
BritJab atandard, wben tbey found Uiat, Inatead of 
a flyinc and dispirited enemy, tiiey bad a nnmer- 
•us and reaolote force-oppoaed to fbem. Theae de- 
aertiona were not tbe ouy dIaappointaMnt wbkb 
general Bmrgoyne experienced. From tbe com- 
menceaaent of tbe eicpeditiony be bad promiaed 
hineelf a atrong reinforoement firom tbat part of 
tbe Britiab army wbicb waa atationed at New- 
YaA; be depended on ita being idde to force its 
way to Albany, and to join bim tbere, or in tbe rid- 
■ity. Tbia cooperation, tbongb attompted^ foiled Jn 
<be execntlDn, wbile Uie expeetalion of it oontrip 
bntodto faifolTO bim in acme diffloaltiea to wbicb 
be would not bare etbenriae been eotpeaed. 
On tiie twenty>firft of September, general Bnr- 

Eyne receired intelligence in a eypber, tiiat Sir 
mry CUntoUp wbo tben eommanden in New- York, 
intended to m^e a direraion in bia fovotar, by at>, 
*f*r""g tbe fortreaaea wbiob tbe Aaaericana bad 
erected on Hodaon'a Riyer, to obatmet tbe inter- 
eoone between New-York and Albany. In anawer 
to tbia oommnnioation be deapatobed to Sir Henry 
Clinton acme tmaty peraona, witiii a Aill account of 
hia aitaation. and wiw inatmotfona to preaa the inu 
iwediafo execution of tbe propoeed oo-operation, 
and to aaaure bim, tbat be waa enabled in noint of 
proTiaiona, and iixed in bia reaolntion, to bold fade 

Ceaent peaitlon.tiU tbe twdltfa of October, in tbe 
pe of iaroarable erenti. Tbe reaaonable enec* 
tanon of a divenion from New-Yoih, fouoded on 
Ihia intelligence, mode it diagraeefol to retreet^ 
and at the aame time improper to urge uflbuai r e 
operationa. In fliia poature of aifoira, a delav of 
two or three weeba, m expectation of ttie prom ia ed 
co-operation from New-York, b e came ne e ea aar y. bk 
tbe mean time, the moriaiona of tbe royal army 
were leaaening, and the animation and numbera of 
tiM Anierioan anny inereaaing. Tbe New-England 
peoide were folly aenaible, omt their all waa at 
atake, and at tbe aame time aangnine, that by tIp 
goroua exertiona Bnrgoyne would be ao entandtod) 
nat bia aorrender -fNMud be unavoidable. Erery 
moment made the aitnation of tbe Britiab amy 
more criticaL Prom the uncertainty of receiving 
forUier auppUea, general Bunoyne lessened tbo 
aoMiera* profiaiens. The twwth of October, tbe 
tens till wbioli tbe aoyal army bad egreed to wait 
for aid from New-Yonc» waa fast approaching, and 
no intdUffanoe of tbe expected co-operation had 
•Hired. In tUa alaiming rituation. it waa thought 
pvaper to make a moaement to the left of tbm Ame- 
itawui. The body of troops employed for tbia pur. 
poaeeooaieted of fifteen hundred ch oa en aaen, and 
waa commanded by generala Bnrgoyne, Philipak 
Beideaol, and Fraaer. Aa they advanced, they 
were checked by a sudden and unpetnooa attack; 
but m^ior Ackland, at the bead of the Britiab gre»- 
■diera, anatained it with great ftnnnesi. She Ame- 
ricana extended tlieir attack along the whole front 
of tbe German troopa, who were poated on tbe 
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right of dm gvenadiera, and tbey 
mm body round theb flank, in order to cut oflT' 
their retreat. To oppoae tbia bold enterpriae, the 
Britiah light-fofontry, with a part of the Mth regi- 
ment^ were directed to foim a aecond line, and to 
eorer the retreat of dm txoopa^to the camp. In 
the mean time, tbe Americana pnabad forward a 
fkeah and a strong reinforcement, to renew tbe ac- 
tion on Burgoyne'a left. That part of hb army waa 
obliged to cive way, bnt the light4nfontry and 
twenty'fourtn regiment, by a quick movement, 
came to ita attoconr, and aaved it from total ruin. 
Tbe British linea being expoaed to great danger, 
the troops wbioh were nearest to them returned for 
their defence. General Arnold, with a brigade of 
continental troops, pushed for tbe worka possessed 
by lord Balcarraa, at the head of the British bght- 
fnfontry; bat tbe brigade having an abbatis to 
cross, and many other obstructions to surmount, 
waa compelled to retire. Aiaeld left tUa brigade, 



to Jnokaon'fl lugfaneBt whiA he 
instantly to advance and attack the linea and rw. 
donlit in their hmtt, wbidi were defonded by lien, 
tenanteoionel Breymau at dm head of dw Gennan 
grenadien. Tbe assailanta paabed on with rapidi> 

2, and carried the works; Arnold was one oi the 
St who entered theea. Xieatenant-colenel Biey 
man waa kiUad: tibe troops commanded by him re- 
tired Aring ; tbey gained their tenia about thirty ar 
forty yards from their worka; but on flnding tbat 
dm assault was general, they gave one Are, altar 
which aome retreated to die Britiab camp, bat 
otbera threw down their anna. The nif^t pnt an 
end to the action. 

lUa day waa fotal to manj brave men ; the Bri- 
tidb oOcera auflered more than their common pro. 
portion. Amons ^eir dain, general Flraaer, on ao> 
oount of Ua diatuiguiabed merit, waa the aul^ject of 
particular regret: Sir Jamea Clark, Burgeyne^ 
aid<de«amn, waa mortaUy wounded : the general 
bimaelf had anarrow eacape ; a abotpaaaed ttrovgh 
hia bat, and another through bia waiatoeat : ma|on 
Williama and Ackland were taken, and the latter 
The loss of dm Amerioaim waa incon- 
; but general AmoUL to whose impetnodU 

a tbey were much indebted for die suocem of the 
y, was among their wounded. They took more 
than two hundred priaoners, beaidea nine piecaa of 
braaa artillery, and the encampment of a Geimaii 
brigade widi ail their equipage. 

Ine royal troopa were mister aima the whole af . 
die next day, in expectation of anodier action ; bnt 
nothing more than aldnniibes took place. At diis 
time, general lineoln, wben reconnoitring:, re> 
ceived n dangeroua wound ; an event whiu waa 
greedy regretted, aa be poaaeaaed mnch of tbm 
ea to e m and oonAdenoe of the American army. 

The poaltfon of the Britiah army, after the aetian 
of the aeventb, waa ae dangeroua, diat an «"""nW- 
ato and total change became neeeaaary. Tbia haa> 
meaaure waa executed without kaa nr dia- 
tbe Britisb camp^ with aO ita ap pui te- 
,, waa removed in dw course of a aingle 
night. Tlie American general now aaw afair pna- 
pect of overcoming die army oppoaed to him, with- 
out expoaing bia own to tbe danger of another bat- 
tle. Hia meaanrea were dierefore principally di- 
rected to cut off their retreat, and prevent 
from receiving any forther aiqipliea. 

FORT MONTGOMERY TAKEN BY THE 
BRITISH. 

Wbilu 



general Burgoyne waa 
my, an nnauccessftJ attmnpt toT relieve 
bim was maAs by die Britisb oommander in New- 
York. 'For this purpose. Sir Henry Clinton, on the 
flfdi of October, condnctod an expedition up Bod. 
seta's liver. This ^consiated of about three thonaand 
and waa accompanied by a amtaUe naral 



force : after making "many feinti be landed at 
Stonev Point, and marchea over tbe meuntania to 
. Fort Montaomery, and attacked the diflbreof re- 
donbta. Tne garriaon, commanded by governor 
Clintan, a brave and intolligeat officer, made a 
gallant reriatanee ; but aa the poat had been de- 
rigned prindpaDy to prerent die pessing of shipe, 
dm worfca on the land aide were incompleto and 
untenable. When it began to grow dark, the Bri- 
tiah entered the fort with fixed bayonets. The lorn 
on neither aide waa great; govbmor Clinton, gen- 
eral Jamea Clinton, and moat of die officen and 
men, edfoeted their eacape under cover of the tbdck 
amoke and darknem that suddenly prevailed. 
The reduotion of tbia poat Ihmiafaad the ITiiHih 

ige up ~ 

g 
to Bur goyne ^ enoampinent, or even to 

tbey apent aeveral days in laying waato the 
cent country. Tbe Americana deatioyed 
Cooadtution, and alao aet lire to two new fngntea 
and aome other Teasels. General Tryon at the 
aame time deatroyed a aettlement, called ContineB- 
tal Village, which contained barracka for fUteen 
himdred men, beaides many atoiea. Sir Jamea Wal- 
lace with a flying aqvadron of light frigatea, and 
general Vani^ian with a detachment of landforaee, 
continued on and near tlie river for aeveral dnyn, 
deadating tbe country near ita margin. On the 
thirteenth of October general Vaugban ao iiimn 
pletely burned Eaopus, a line flouruUng Tillage, 
that a aingle beuae waa net left atandiag. 



widi an opportunity for opening a pi 
North River; bnt matead of procec 
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bto apfNMch flbe AoMricttia had Mt A« 
witiSoat naUng any renstance. Charity 
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would lead va.to anppoae that these devartationa 
were deticned to answer military pwrpeaea. Their 
auchom aught hare hoped to divert the attention of 

feneral Gates, and thos indirecdy reliere general 
(orgoyne ; bnt if this was intended, the artifice did 
not take effect. The preserration of p roye r t y was 
with the Anwrioans only a secondary o^eot. The 
capturing of Bnrgovne promised siich nnportant 
oonaeqaenoes^ tiiat ney woold not suffer any other 
consideration to intenere with it. General Gates 
did not make a single morement that lessened the 
probability of eflbcting his grand purpose. He 
wrote an eapoatnlatory letter to Taagfaan* part of 
which was in the foQowing terms : " Is it thus yoqr 
king's ifenerals think to make conrerts to the royal 
cause t It is no less surprising than tme, that the 
measures they adopt to serre their master, hare a 

Siate contrary effect. Their crut^ty establishes the 
_ orious act of independence upon the broad bads 
of tibe resentment of tibe people." Whether ipolicy 
or rerenge led to thisderastation of property is un- 
certain ; bnt it cannot admit of a doubt that it was 
&r from being dm most effectual method of reliev* 
ing Burgoyne. 

The passage of the North Rayer was made so 
nracticable by these adrantages, that Sir Henry 
Qintoo, with his whole force, amounting to three 
t hou sa n d men, might not only hare reached Al- 
bany, bnt general Gates's encampment, before tiie 
twelith, die day till which Burgoyne had agreed to 
wait for aid from NewYoik. While the British 
were doing mischief to individuals without serving 
the cause of their royal master, they might in aU 
probability, by pushing forward abont one hundred 
•nd thirty-six mUes in six days, hare brou|^ 
Gates's army between two fores, at least twenty- 
Ibar hours before Bngoyne's necessity ooniipelled 
his submission to articles of capitulation. Why 
they ne^ected this opportunity of relisiTing tticnr 
suffering brednren, about tfanrty'Six miles to die 
nortfawwd of Albany, when they were only about 
one hundred miles below it, has nerer yet been 
•atiafactarily explained. 

SURRENDER OF GENERAL BURGOYNE. 

Gates posted fourteen hundred men en the 
heights opposite the folds of Saratoga, and two 
thousand more in the rear, to prerent a re- 
treat to Fort Edward, and fiiteen hundred at a 
ford higher up. Burgoyne, receiring tntfldligence 
of tbeee morements, concluded from them, especi- 
ally from the last, that Gates meant to turn Us 
light. This, if effected, woidd have entirely en- 
closed Inm : to aToidbemg hemmed in, he resolred 
on an immediate retreat to Saratoga. Bis hospital, 
with the sick and wounded, were necessarily left 
behind ; bnt they were lecemmended to the humani- 
ty of general Gates, and receired from him erery 
indulgence their situation required. When general 
Burgoyne arrired at Saratoga^ he found that the 
Americana had posted a considerable force on the 
epposite heights to impede his passage at that ford. 
In order to prepare the way lor a retreat to Lake 
George, general Burgo3^e ordered a detachment of 
artificers, with a strong escort of British and pro- 
vindals, to repab the bridges and open the road 
leading thidier. Part of the escort was withdrawn 
on other duty, and the remainder, on a slight at- 
tack of an teconsiderable party of Americans, ran 
away. Hie workmen, thus left widiont support, 
were unable to effect the business on which they 
had been sent. Tlie only pracdcable route of re- 
treat which now remained, was by a night march to 
Fort Edward. Before this attempt could be made, 
•coats returned with inteOigenoe, that the Ameri- 
cans were entrenched opposite to those fords on 
the Hudson's Rirer, orer which it was proposed to 
pass, and that they were also in force on the high 
ground between Fort Edward and Fort George ; 
ttiey had at the same time parties down the whole 
shore, and posts, so near as to obserre erery mo- 
don of the royal army. Their position extended 
nearly round the British, and was by the nature of 
the ground in a great measure secured from at- 
tacks. The royal anny could not stand its ground 
where it was, Ikom the want of the means neces- 
sary for dieir subsistence ; nor could It adranoe 
towards Albany withont attacking a force greedy 
superior in number ; nor could it retraat withont 
Buiking good its way orw a rivar in dM fooe of a 



i t w n g pnity, adva n tageeipily p oatad on dM oppo* 
sltesUe. In case of ewier attamp^ die Americans 
were so near as to diMorev erery morement, and 
by means of their bridge could Vring their whtJa 
force to operate. 

Truly distressing was the eondition of the royal 
army. Abandoned in the most oridcal moment by 
their Indian allies, unsupported by their bretlnran 
in New- York, weakaned by.the timidity and deser- 
tion of the Canadians, worn down by a series ot iii> 
cesoant eflbrts, and greedy reduced fa thdr nin» 
bmn by repeated batoes, diey were anveeted by an 
army nearly three tbaieo di«r number, without a 
possibility of retrea^ or of replenishing their e&- 
nansted stock of profislona. A contjnaal cannonade 
pcrraded dieir camp, and tille and grape shot feB 
In many parts of thdr lines ; they nererdieless re- 
tained a great share of fortitude. 

In the mean time the American army was hourly 
increasing. Volunteers came in firom all quarters^ 
eager to share in the glory of destroying or captu^ 
lag those whom they considered as their most 
dangerous enemies. The thirteenth of October at 
length arriTod : die day was QMnt in anxious es- 

Bsctation of its producing something of consequenoau 
ut as no prospect of assistance appeared, and their 
provisiona were nearly expended, the hope of re- 
ceiring any in due time for thdr relief could not 
reasonably be forther indulged. General Burgeynn 
thought proper in the ereiung to take an account 
of the jinrnmons left. It was found on inquiry, 
that they would amount to no more than a scan^ 
subsistence fbr three days. In lUs stato of distress^ 
a council of war was called, and it waa made ae 
general, as to comprehend both the field efltoers 
and the captains. Their unanimoua opinion was^ 
that their present situadon justified a ci^tnlatiott 
onltonourable terms. A messenger was dierefom 
despatched to begin this business. General Gate* 
in the first instance demanded, that the royal amy 
should surrender prisoners of war. He also pro* 

S)sed that the British should ground their arms, 
ut jieneral Burgoyne replied, '* This artilcla is bv 
admiasible in erery extremi^ ; sooner than this ai^ 
my win consent to ground meir arms in their eA> 
campment, they will rush on the enemy, determined 
to take no quarter." After Taxious messages a co» 
Tendon was setded, by which It was substantially 
stipulated as follows : " The troops under g enera l 
Burgoyne te march out of their camp with the 
honours of war, and the artillery of the entrench, 
ments to the verge of the rirer, where the aims and 
artillery are to be left. The arms to be piled by 
word Off command from their own>olBcers. A free 
pessage tube granted to the army under lieutenant- 
geneial Burgoyne to Great Britain, upon condition 
of not senring again in North America during the 
present contest, and the port of Boston to be as- 
signed for the entry of the transports to recelre dm 
troops whenerer general Howe shall so order. The 



my under lientenant-general Burgoyne to march 
to Mass ach us e fs Bay, by the easiest route, and to 



be ouartered In, near, or as couTenient as possdile, 
to Boston. The troops to be proTided with prorl- 
sion by general Gaters orders, at the same rate of 
rations as the troops of his own anqy. AD oAcers 
to retain their carnages, bat-horses, and no baggage 
to be molested or searched. The officers are not, as 
for as drcumstances will admit, to be separated 
from dieir men. The officers to be quartered ac- 
cording to dieir rank. AU corps whaterer of 
lientenant-general Bargoyne's army to be included 
in the abore articles. AU Canadians, and persona 
belonging to the Canadian establishment, and other 
foUowers of the army, to he permitted to return to 
Canada, to be conducted to the first British post on 
Lake George, and to be snppUed with prorisions aa 
die other troops, and to be bound by the same coi^ 
dition of not serring during die present contest* 
Passports to be granted to uiree officers, to carry 
despatches to Sir WUliam Howe, Sir Guy Carleton. 
and to Great Britain. The officers to be admittea 
on their parole, and to be permitted' to wear their 
side-arms." Such were the embarrassments of the 
royal army, incapable of subsisting where it was, or 
of making its way to a better situation, that these 
terms were rather more faTOuraUe dian they had a 
right to expect. On the other hand, it woold not 
hare been prudent for the American general at the 
head of his army, which, diongh nanerous, consist- 
ed mosdy of mUida or new leriea, to hare proroked 
(he despair of eren an inforior annber of brare. 
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diadplhicd, regular troops. General Gates ilghdy 
Jndffed tliat tbs best way to secore Us advantages 
was to use them with moderation. Soon after the 
oonrention was signed, the Americans marched 
into their lines, and were kept there till the royal 
army had deposited their arms at the place ap- 
pointed. Tlie delicacy with which this business 
was conducted, reflected the highest honour on 
tfa6 American general^ nor did the politeness of 
Gates end here : erery circumstance was withheld 
that could constitute a fHumph in the American 
army. The captire general was received by his 
conqueror- with respect and kindness. A number 
of the principal officers of both armies mot at gen- 
eral Gates's quarters, and for a while seemed to 
forget in social and conviTial pleasures that they 
bad been enemies, llie conduct of general Bnr- 
goyne in this interview with flreneral Gates was 
truly dignifted, and the historian is at a loss whether 
to admire moot, Hm magnanimity of the victorious, 
or the fortitude of thp vanquished general. 

Hie British troons ^partook libersiUy of the plenty 
that reigned in us American army. It was the 
more acceptable to tiiem, as they were destitute of 
bread and flour, and had only as much meat left as 
was sufficient for a day's subsistence. 

By the convention which has been mentioned, 
Ave thousand seven hundred and ninety men were 
surrendered prisoners. The sick and wounded left 
in camp, when the British retreated to Saratoga, 
together with the numbers of the British, German, 
and Canadian troops, who were lulled, wounded, or 
taken, and who had deserted in the preceding part 
of die expedition, were reckoned to be four thousand 
■Ik. hundred and eighty-nine. The whole.royal Ibrce, 
«vdusive of Indians, was probably about ten thous- 
and. The stores which the Americans acquired were 
considerable. The captured artillery consisted of 
tiUrty-Ave brem fleld-pieces ; there were also four 
thousand six hundred and forty-seven muskets, and 
a variety of other useful and much wanted articles, 
which fen into their hands. The continentals in 
feneral Gates's aniiv were nine thousand and niae- 
ty-th ree, the militia Ibur tiiousand one hundred and 
twenty-nine, but of the former two thousand one 
hundred and three were sick or on fkirlough. and 
Ave hundred and sixty-two of tiie latter were in the 
same situation. The number of the militia was 
eonstandy fluetuating. 

In a short time after die convention was signed, 
general Gates moved fbrward to stop the devasta- 
tions of the British on the North River ; but on 
liearing of the fhte of Burgoyne, Yaughan and Wal- 
lace retired to New- York. 

About the same time the British, which had been 
left in the rear of die ro3ral army, destroyed their 
cannon, and abandoning TIconderoga, retreated to 
Canada. The whole country, after experiencing 
for several months the confusions of war, was in a 
Boment restored to perfect tranquillity. 

CONCLUSION OF THE CAMPAIGN. 

Gbmssal Washington soon alter the defeat of 
Burgorne receivod a consideTable reinforcement 
f^om ue northern army, which had acconplished 
that great event. With this increased force he 
took a position at and near Whitemarsbw The royal 
army having succeeded in removing die obstruc- 
tions in the river Delaware, were ready for new 
•aterprises. On die fburdi #f December, Sir Wil- 
liam Howe marched out of Philadelphia with al- 
most his whole foroeu expecting to brmg on a gen- 
eral engagement. Ine next moming he appeared 
on Ghesnut Hill, in fhmt of, and about three miles 
distant f^om the right wing of die Americana. On 
ttie day following the Britidi changed their ground, 
and moved to the rig^t. Two days after they moved 
•tin farther to the right, and made every appear- 
ance of an intention to attack the American en- 
campment. Some skirmishes took place, and a 
general action was hourly expected ; but on the 
moming of die next day, after various marches 
and countermarches, the British filed off fh>m their 
right, by two or three dUTerent routes, in foU march 
for Philadelphia. 

Ilie position of general Washington, in a military 
point of view, was admirable : he was so sensible 
of the advantage of it, that the wanoDuvres of Sir 
William Howe for some days, could not aUure him 
from it. In consequence or the reinforcement late- 
ly received, ho had not in any preceding period of 
die campaign been in an cquu condition lor a gen- 



eral engagement. Tnough ha ardentty wislied lis 
be attacked, yet he would not relinquish a position 
firom which he hoped for reparation for the advM'- 
sities of the campaign. Thus ended the rampajini 
of 1777. Though Sir WiUiam Howe's army had 
been crowned With the most brilliant success, hav- 
ing gained two consideralile victories, and been 
equaUy triumphant in many smaller actions, yet 
die whole amount of this tide of good fortune wae 
no more than a good winter lodging for his tniope 
in Philadelphia, whilst the men under his eomonand 
possessed no more of the adjacent country than 
what they immediatdy commanded with their 
arms. The congress, it is true, was compelled to 
leave the first seat of their deUberations, and die 
greatest dty in the United States changed a nnmlier 
of its whig mhabitants tor a numerous royal army; 
but it is as true that the minds of the Americans 
were, if possible, more hostile to the claims oi 
Great Britain than ever, and thoir army had gained 
as much by discipUne and experience, as oompei»- 
sated for its diminution l>y defoate. 

The events of this campaign were adverse to die 
sanguine hopes which had been entertained of a 
speedy conquest of the revolted colonies. Repeated 
proofs had been given, that, though gene ra l Wash- 
mgton was very forward to engage when he thought 
it to his advantage, yet it was impossible for the 
royal commander to bring him to action against hia 
consent. By this mode of conducting the de- 
fence of the neW'foimed states, two campaigns h^ 
l>eei) wasted away, and die work which was OEifi> 
naUy allotted for one, was stiB unfinished. 
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AMERICAN SUCCESSES AT SEA. 



It has alraady been mentioned, that con 
the latter end of November 1775, authorj 
capture of vessels laden with stores or reinforce- 
ments for their enemies. On the twenty-third of 
March 1770, they extended diis permission so for 
as to authorise their inhahitantB to fit out aimed 
vessels to cruise on the enemies of the United 
Colonies. The Americans hencefordi devoted 
themselves to privateering, and were very soe- 
cessfuL In the course of the year they made 
many valuable captures, particularly of homeward- 
bound West-India-men. They found no difficulty 
in selling thehr prises ; the potts of France were 
open to them, beta in Europe and in die West Indies. 
In the latter diey were sold without any disguise, 
but in the former a greater regard was paid to ap- 
pearances. Open sales were not peimicted in die 
narbours of France at particular times, but even 
then they were made at the entrance or offing. 

In the Fkench West India islands the inhaMtants 
not only purchased priees^ brought in by American 
cruiaen, out fitted out privateers under American 
coloun and commissions, and made captores of 
British vessels. The American privateen uso foimd 
countenance in some of die ports of Spain, but net 
so readfly nor so nniversaUy as in those of France. 
The British took manv of the American veasels, but 
they were often of interior value. Such of them as 
were laden with provisions, proved a seasonable 
reUef to the West India islands, whidi otherwte 
would have sufiRnred inm die want of those snp- 
pUes, which before the war had been usually pro- 
cured from the neighhourtaig continent. 

The American privateen in the year 1777, in- 
creased in numbers and Iwldness. They insulted 
the ooasti of Great Britain and Iraland in a manner 
that had never before been attempted. The Gena. 
ral MUflin privateer, after makmg repeated cap- 
tures, arrived at Brest, and saluted the French ad. 
miral. This was returned in form as to the Tfnsd 
of an independent power. Lord Stormont, ihe 
British ambassador at the court of YeisaOles, 
irritate at die countenance given to the Ameri- 
cans, threatened to return immediately to London, 
unless satisfoction was given, and different measorea 
were adopted bv France. An order was issned m 
consequence of Ids application, requiring aU Ameri> 
can vessels to leave the porta of his most Chiistiaa 
mi^esty: but though the order was positive, ao 
many evasions were practised, and the execution 
of it was so relaxed, that It produced no permanent 
discouragement of the beneficial interconrae. 

Immediately after the surrender of the troope 
commanded by lieutenant-general Burgoyne, diey 
were marched to the vieintty of Boston. On daeft- 
arrival they were quartered in tlie barracks on. 
Winter and Prospect Hills. The general oovt off 
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Munadnueti paand proper retolutkma tat proonr' 
fog Biiitable accommodatMnui fortiie prlwrners ; but 
from tlie genoral anwillingncM of tfao -poople to 
obHfe tboiii, and from the feebleneM of that an- 
thority whkh the republican mien had at that 
time over the property of their feDow-eitiaena, it 
waa impoaaHile to provide famnediately Ibr ao large 
n number of ottceri and aoldien, in auch a manner 
aa their conTonienoe reonired, or aa from the articlea 
of oonTentlon Huj might reaaonably expect. The 
ofloera reuMmatrated to general Bnrgoyne, that aix 
or aeren of them were crowded toge&er In one 
iXMmi, wiUioat any regard to their re^ective ranka, 
in Tiolntion of the,aeventh article of the oonTontion. 
General Bargoyne, on the fonrteenth of NoTomber, 
forwarded thk accomit to genend (Setea, and added, 
" The paUle fiiith ia broken." Thia letter behig 
laid before oongreaa gave an alarm. It corroborat- 
ed an apprehension proTionaly entertained, that the 
captored troopa on their embarkation wonld make 
a junction with the Britiah garriaona in America. 
The declaration of the general, that " the pvbUo 
Ikith wa« broken,** while in the power of congren, 
waa considered by Huim aa deatroying the aecnrity 
wldch they before had in hia penonal honour ; for 
in erery erent he might adduce hb prerioua notice 
to Juatu^ hia future oondnet. Iliey therefore re- 
Bolred, " That die embarkation of lieutenant-gene- 
ral Borgoyne, and the troopa under hia command, 
be poatponed, tin a diatinct and ez]dicit ratification 
of tihe OQUTention of Saratoga be properly notified 
by the court *S Great Britam to congreaa." Gen- 
yal Borgoyne explained the intention and con- 
atmction of the paacage allnded to in hia letter, and 
gedged himaelf; that bk oflloera would join with 
Umm signing any inatnment that might be thought 



neoeaaary for confinaing the conrentlon ; bnt con- 
greaa would not recede from Uieir resolution. They 
alleged, that it had been often aoaerted by their ad- 
Teraariea, that " faith waa not to be kept witfi 
reb^," and that Uierefore they would 4>e deficieot 
in attention to the intereata of their conatitneDta if 
they did not require an authentic ratification of the 
oonrention by national authority before they part- 
ed with the captured troopa. Iney urged farther, 
that by the law of nations, a compact broken in one 
article waa no longer binding in any other. They 
made a distinction between the suapenaion and 
abrogation of the conrention, and alleged that 
prreund to anspect an intention to riolate ft, waa a 
luatifyfaig reason for auspending its execution on 
their part till it waa properly ratified. The desired 
ratification, if Great Britaiil waa serioualy disposed 
to tiaat measure, might have been obtained in a few 
months, and ooDgress uniformlv declared them- 
aelrea willing to carry it into full effect, aa soon aa 
ther were secured of its obaerranoe by proper 
authority on tiie other side. 

About eight months after, certain royal commia- 
aiooera made a reqniaition respecting these troopa ; 
offered to ratify the cooTontion, and required per- 
mission for th«r embarkation. On inquiry it waa 
fo^d that they had no authority to do any thing in 
the matter which would be wUgatory on Great 
Britain. Congreaa therefore resoiyed, " That no 
ratification of the oonvention, which may be ten- 
dered in conaeqnence of powers which only reach 
that case by construction and implication, or which 
nay anl^ect whaterer ia' tranaacted r^tatire to it, 
to the fotnre approbation or disapprobation of the 
parliament of Gnat Britain, ean be accepted by 
congress.* 
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KEETIN6 OF PARUAMENT. 

rilHS flnt fuoceiMfl of general Borgoyne ele- 
1 rated the hopes of die tory party in England 
to the highest pitch of extraTagance ; and it has 
been sappoaed that the meeting of parliament was 
delayed to an oniuaal period in order to afTord his 
mi^esty an opportunity of oongratolating the Bri- 
tish senate on the glonovs erent of tibe northern 
expedition. The defeat of the German auxiliaries, 
wmch arrlred in England preyioas to the com- 
mencement ot the session, ad not serre entirely 
to ramore the confident hopes of success which this 
infatuated administration still entertained. In the 
mpeech from the throne to both houses on the twen- 
tieth of Norember, his mi^esty mentioned, " that 
repeated assurances from Ibrpign powers of tiieir 
paeiflo disposition had been received j but that 
while the armaments in the porti of nance and 
Spain continued, his m^estr had thought It ad- 
Tisable to mako a considenuMe aumentation to 
Us naral force, as well to keep the Kingdom in a 
respectable state of security, as to proride an 
adequate protection to tiie extensiTa commerce of 
his sulQects : the commons were informed, that the 
various serrices which had been mentioned, would 
unaToidably require large supplies ; and a pofes- 
aion was nude, that notining could reUere his ma- 
jesty's mind from the concern which it fdt for the 
lieaTy charge they must bring upon the people, 
but a conyiction of tbeir being necessary for the 
welfare and essential interests of these kingdoms. 
*rhe speech concluded, with a resolution of steadily 
pursimig die measures in which ttiey were engaged 
for the re-estabHshment of that constitutionid sub- 
ordination, which his mi^jesty was determined to 
wm tnf^jn through the seTeral parts ofhis dominions^ 
accompanied ^th a profession of being watchful 
for an opportunity of nutting a stop to the effUslon 
of the blood of his sulgects ; and a renewal or con 
tinnance of the fonner hope, that the deluded and 
unhappy multitude would return to dieir allegiance, 
upon a recollection of the blessings of tfieir gorem- 
ment, and a comparison witii tiie miseries of their 
present ritnation.** 

In answer to this speech, addresses were moTed, 
as usual, full ot panegyrics on the speech, and th9 
profound wisdom of the ministry. 

The conduct of France, during the whole of tills 
year, had been so uneouiTocal, that an impartial 
reader can scarcely help admiring the eflrontery 
with which ministry had hitherto insisted, and 
still continued to luMst, timt her intentions were 
resJUy padflc. She was not Indeed yet arrired at 
that state of preparation. which wonUhaTe enabled 
her to commence hostOities Immediately. She oc* 
caaionally relaxed in certain articles, where tiie 
British ministry found themselTOs obliged to press 
with more tlum usual Tigonr. Thus, when Cnn- 
aingham, a bold JbnericMi a4T«fttiii«r, had taken. 



and carried into Dunkirk, with apriTateer Atted 
out from that port, the English packet ftvm Hol- 
land, and sent uie mail to the American ministem 
at Paris, it then became necessary, to sare appear- 
ances, to bnprijon Cunningham and his crew. To 
preTont this from giving any offence to the Ame- 
ricans, bowoTer, his imprisonment was represented 
as occasioned by some Informality in h» conmiis- 
sion, which brought him very near, if not within ihe 
▼erge ofpiracy. Bren tills was very soon pmssnJ 
over. Tne American adTonturer and his crew 
were released from tibeir mock oonikneiBent, and 
he was permitted to purchase a much stronger 
ressel and a better sailer than before, avowedly to 
infest tike British oommeroe as usual. At anooier 
time, when the French Newfinmdland fishery would 
have been totally interoepted and destroyed la 
case of an immediate rupture, and the capture of 
their seamen would have beoi more ruinous and 
irreparable than the loss even of the ships and car- 



foes, lord' Stormont obtained an order from the 
'rench ministers, that all the American privateers^ 
with their prises, should immediately depart the 



kmgdom. Expedients, howe^, were practised en 
this occasion with such success, tiiat tiie order waa 
not obeyed in any one instance, tiiough it effectaaBT 
answered the end held In view bv tiM French 
court, vis. that of protraeting time, oy opening a 
subiect of tedious and indecisive controve r sy , until 
their ships were safe in port. With regard to die 
Americans, they had the fullest assuranoe from M. 
do Saitine, the French minister, that the Ung 
would protect his sub}ecti in trading with tiiem ; 
and for this purpose, a publie lnstrumen| was seat 
to the sevml chambers of oommeroe, aasoriad 
them of what we have Just now related. 

DEBATES ON THE ADDRESS. . 

TJRDKa tiiese circumstances, the marquis of 
Oranby, after stating and lamenting, in a patiMtis 
manner, the ruinous eflbcts of the war, d< 



liimself filled with the most ardent desire for gi 
ing at the present moment of time, and of having 
the happiness even to lay the ground-work of an 
aocomnradation. He therefore moved an an 
ment to the address, the substance of wUoh 
*' to request of his majesty to adopt some 
for accommodating tiie dmbrences with America; 
tnd recommending a cessation of all hostilities, as 
oecessary for the effectuating so desirable a pur- 
pose ; with an assuranoe, tsAt the commons were 
deteimined to co-operate with him In every meaa 
ure that could contribute to tlie r»«stablishment of 
peace, and the drawing such Hnes as should wS- 
ford sufilcient security to the terms of pacificatian.* 
This motion was seconded with additional arn«. 
ments by lord John Carendlsh, and supported by 
the opposition in general, on nearly the foUowing 
grounds. After mree years' war, fSba expenditnra 
of Mtecn minions of noney, and tiM lorn of mmj 




OBOBGE IIL 1700— 188a 



12T 



rfwieeeM yeaily bald out in tbetpvech. 
exhibited an mintorrttptad Mriaa of 
diaappointmeQts and hnmuiating loaaa t . 
TIm •teta'bf interaat, of the atock*, and of real ea- 
tatoa, aa well aa the gaaettea, too plainly ahowed 
the decree in which oar trade had been affected ; 
while tte defencdeaa atate of onr coaata, and trade 
I, deflMnatrated that if we were at jpreaent in> 
'tent for Ihe protection of nadonal ooak- 
,, we ahoold be creatly more ao when inroW- 
ed in a war with the honae of Bourbon, an erent 
whioh centlemen in oppoaidon regarded aa fast ap- 
yroecfalnff : and thia waa tlie time to extricate onr- 
aelvea Iran onr dUftcnltiea by a reTeraal of that 
ndaooa and abanrd ayatem of coercion which irri- 
tntod tiM Amefieana, atrang thened the handa of our 
enemiea, and brought no ad<^antage to ou aelvea. 

The debate on the addreaa in the naper honae waa 
lenderod pecnUarly interesting by tlie preaence of 
lord Chatum, who himaelf morM an amendment 
** To leooonDend an immediate ce t aa t i on of hoatili* 
tiea» and the commenoement of a treaty .to reatore 
peaae and liberty to Amevina* atrength and happi- 
aeaa to T^g****^, Mcnrity and pennanent proaperi- 
ty to boUk Gonntriea. Thia, my lorda, ia yet in oar 
power, and let not the wiadom and joatice of year 
iMdahtpa aegieot tlM happy and perhapa the only 
epportanity." 

Hia lordahm waa aUy aapported by tlie otiMr 
levda ia oppoMtion. The miniatry atroni^y defand> 
cdnot only the policy bat the jaatice of empU>yitfg 
tiie Indiana. VLtam women and children of the Ame- 
limnaa were deatroyed bv tiieae aaTagea, they oaly 
ware to blame* who, by their rebellion, hadbroai^t 
upon thwnaalyea theae calamitlea. la the courae 
of the debate, lord Saffolk had the eiBrontery to 
•aaert, that the meaanro waa alao allowable on 
principle, for that if waa perfectly joatiAable to oae 
all the meana that Cod and natare had pat into oar 



Tbn whale of theae argament8,and partiealarlvthe 
laat, ezeited at oaoe the atom indignation of lord 
Chatiuun: he aoddenly roae, andgave fall vent to Ua 
Ibelinga : " To aend Ibrth tite merdleaa cannibal 
tiUrating Ibr blood I— againat whom t— Yoar protea- 
tant brethren t«— to lay waate their conntrr, to de- 
aelate tlieir dwoDlngB, and extirpate their race 
and name by tito aid and InatramentaUty of theae 
hell-hoaada of war I Spain can no longer boaat 
prn tnainnann in barbarity. She armed hevMlf 
with Meo^honnda to extfrpate the wretched na- 



tiToa of Mexko ; bat we, mora r nt hl e ee. 1 

doga of war agabiat oar coontrymen in 

endaarad to aa by erery tie that ahoold aanctiiy 
hnmaaity. My lorda, I aolemnly call upon yoor 
loidahipi^ and npon erery order of men in Uke ttattf, 
to atamp npon thia mfamooa proeedare the indeli- 
ble atigma of the pablio abhorrence. More partica- 
larlylcall upon the holy prelatoa of oar rehgion to 
do away this iniqoity ; let tn«n perform a loatration 
to puinr their ooontry from thia deep and deadly 
ain. My lorda, I am old and weak, and at preeent 
nnable to eay more ; bat my feelinga and indigna- 
tion were too atrong to hare said leaa. I coald not 
hare slept thia night in my bed, nor repoaod my 
head apoa my pillow, witboat pring thia rent to 
my eternal ^>horreoce of soch enormons and pre- 
peeteroaa principlea." After tibia grand elRiaaoB, 
the reader will be aarpriaed to hear, that on the 
diriaion, twenty-eight lorda only roted in anpport 
of tiie Biotion, againat ainety-eeven who opposed it. 

INTELUOENCE OF BUR60TK1PS DEFEAT. 

On the aacceedii)g day ndnlaten were oomplete- 
hun^bled by the diaastroaa intdligence ' from 
Lord Nortik abed tears ; and the Ameii- 
-_^aecretary ahrank, oppr e s s ed with shame and 
diaappointment, under the jaat inrectivea of the 
minority. Oto me fifth, the earl of Chatham morad 
in the hoaae of hwda, ** tliat an addreaa be preeent- 
ed to hia mi^iesty, to canse the proper officers to 
lay before the hoaae copies of all ordera and instroc- 
t&oaa to general Bnrgoyne relaUTO to the late ex* 
pedilion firom Canada.*' Holding ap a paper In 
▼iew of the hoaae, hia lordship aaid, ^' that he had 
the king's speech in hia hand, and a deep aense of 
the pablic calamity in his heart. That speech, he 
aaid, oontained a most anfaitfafal pictare of the 
atate ofpablic affhira ; it had a speeioaa outside, 
tm of hopaa, wUla erery tiaag 
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ihn of danger. A ayatem deatraothra af all faith 
and conAdenee had been introdaoed, Ua lordahto 
aArmed, within the laat fifteen yearn at St. Jamee^ 
by which pliable men, not capable men, had been 
raised to me higheat posta of goTernment. A few 
obscnre persons had obtained an aacendancy where 
no man aoould have a personal aacendancy, sod by 
ihe moat insidioaa meana the nation had been be- 
trayed into a war of which they now reaped the 
bitter fruits. The spirit of delosion, Ua lordship 
aaid, had gone forth ; miniateia had impoaed on the 
people ; parliament had been indaoed to sanctify 
thelmpoaition ; a Tisionarv phantom of rerenoe had 
been conjured ap for the basest of pnrpoaea, but it 
waa aow for ever Tanished. Hia lotdaUp aaid, 
that the aUUtiee of general Bnrgoyne were confessed, 
Ms prraonal twr a tery aot aarpaaaed, hia aeal in the 
service a n q p eatio n able. He had experienoed ao 



peatUenoe, nor aaffered any of the acoidents which 
sometimea aaperaede the wisest and moat aptaited 
exertions of taoman indaa^. What then ia the 
cauae of Ua ndafortane f— Wont of wiadom in oar 
eoancils, want of ability in oarministers. His lord- 
sUp said, the plan of penetratiBg into tiie ooloniea 
i^m Canada waa a moat arUd, uncomUned, and 
mad project ; and the mode of carrying on the war 
waa the moat bloody, barbaroaa, and ferocioaa re- 
corded in the annada of hiatory. The arma of Bri- 
tain had beenanDied and tamidied by blending the 
scahdng-knife and tomahawk with the awoid and 
firelock. Soch a mode of warfivre waa a contamina- 
tion wUch aU the waters of the Hndson and the 
Delawure would never wash away. It waa impoa- 
sible for AaMiioa to forget or forgive ao horrid aa 
iirfory.* 

In the ooorae of hia apeecfa he animadverted in 
tiie severeat terma on the lanauage recently held 
hy the archblahop of York. "The pemidoas doe- 
tnnea advanced bv that prelate were, he aaid, the 
doctrinea of Atterbury and Sacheverel. Aa a wUg 
he ahjoiad and deteated them ; and he hoped he 
shoald yet aee the day when they would be «)emed 
libelloaa, and treated aa each." The motion being 
negatived, hia lordship next moved an addresa to 
the king, *< that aU. orders and treatiea relative to 
the em^ioyment of the Indian aavagea be laid be- 
fore the house." 

Lord Goarer roae to oppoae the motbn, and aa- 
aerted, " that the noble hnd had himaelf employed 
aavagea without abraple in tiie operatioua of the 
laat war." TUa charge lord Chatham poaitively 
and perea^torfly denied, and challenged theminia- 
tera, if any anehmatraeiiaaa of hia wejte to be foend, 
to produce ttiem. If at all employed, they had 
crept into the aervice, ftom the oocaaional utuity of 
their aasistance in aaexplored parts of the coaa< 
try. Ue aaid," the late king George II. had too 
mach regard for the ndlitary dignity of hia people, 
and alao too much humanity, to agree to such a 
propoaal, had it been made to Um, and he called 
upon lord Amherst to declare the truth." Lord 
Amherst, not able to evade thia appeal, reluctant!*' 
owned that Indiana had been eniployed on both 
sidea the French employed them first, he said, and 
we followed their example ; but that he bad been 
authoriaed to take them into hia majeaty'a service 
by instmotiona from the miniater, Ua lorddiip 
would not afibm. The motion waadismisaed by the 
previoaa qneatuMi. 

LORD NORTH'S CONCILIATORY BILLS. 

On die aeveateenth of February, having given 
previoaa notice of Ua iatention, the minister mtro- 
duoed to the house of commona aome new propoai- 
tiona tending to a reconciliation with America. Ue 
aaid, that Ua wiahea for peace had biaen fruatrated 
by a variety of miafortaaea ; that American taxa- 
tion, he had alwaya believed, coald aever produce 
a beneficial revenue, but he had foand them taxed 
when he came into office. He never could have 
conceived, that the agreoBaent with the East India 
company would huTO proved so unfortanate ; that 
the coercive acto had prodaced effects whidi he 
could not foreaee ; that hia fonner conciliatory pro- 
poaitlon waa ao disfigured by obacare diKuaaiona 
aa to loae its effect in America : that the lasae of 
the war had beea contrary to all expectation, con- 
sidering the conduct of the oommandera and the 
goodneaa of the troopa. Hia present motions were 
two. for " a bill for dedaring Oie intentions oiihm 
parliament of Great Britain, ooooeraiag Ae exer> 
I of the right «l haiKwhig tuaa witUn Ua a 
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iesty** oolooiM, prorlnem, and pUntatknu in North 
America :" and, " a bill to enable Us nuQeitj to 
appoint oommiBttoueri, with anfflcient powera to 
tre^t, eonsolt, and agree upon the mean* of qniet* 
ine the disorders now sabuating in certate of Uie 
eoioniifs, plantadons, and provinces of North Amer- 
ica." His lordship added, that it was intended to 
appoint Are commissioners, and enable them to 
treat with the conyress, as if it were a legal body, 
to treat with any of die prorincial assemblies upon 
their present constitadon, or with any indiyidnals 
in miutary or farfl command, general Washington, 
or any other offieer. They were to have a power of 
Btupending hosdiides, granting pardons, and re- 
storing aU or any of the colonies to tho formof tiieir 
ancient constitution; that should the Americans 
now claim independence, dtey should not be re- 

a aired to ronouace it, until the treaty had been rm- 
fied by the parliament of Great Britain; and if 
the Americans refused a moderate contribution to- 
wards die common defence of the empire when re- 
united, they shoidd be wamedi that, in that case, 
they were not to look, for support from it. The 
ttimster declared farther, that all these concessions 
were consistent widi his former opinions, and if the 
questioQ was asked, why they had not been sooner 
proposed, he should reply, that the moment of ric- 
tory, fcnr which he had anxiously waited, seamed to 
Idm dba only proper season for offering terms of 
concession. But though the result of the war had 
proved IknfaTonrable, he would no longer delay the 
desirable and necessary work of reconciUadon. 

** Nerer, perhaps," obserTes a modem writer (1) 
* was the inexpressible absurdity of the ministerial 
sys t e m more apparent than at the present moment. 
fne powers now granted were mecisely of the na- 
ture of those with which it was the olgect of the mo- 
don made by tho duke of Grafton, in the spring of 
1775, to iuTost the former oommissioners, lord and 
general Howe. Had that motion boon adopted, the 
oonteat might unquestionably have been, with the 
utmost fadlilgr, amicably and honourably terminat- 
ed; but the general aspect of aflairs since that 
period was totally changed. From tho declaration 
of independence which America had once made, 
abecould nerer be expected to recede. Thestrengdi 
of Great Britain had l>een tried, and found unequal 
to die contest. The measures adopted bT tho Eng- 
lish goTommont, particularly in the employment of 
Gennan mercenarieo and Indian saTages, had in- 
flamed the resentment of America to the highest 
Cteh. Her recent successes had rendered it to the 
•t degree improbable that she would ever again 
consent to recognise, in any ahrae, or under any 
modiAeation, tho authority of Britain. A trea^ 
of peace, commerce, and alliance, was all that 
a just and sound policy, in die present circum- 
■tanoos, could hope, or would endoaTOor to ac- 
complish." 

Tho general TOlce of tho country gentlemen waii, 
that as taxation was now giren up, peace ous^t 
to be procured on any terms, and m die speedieat 
manner. 

The members in opposition, properly so called, 
though dioy approred of tho conciliatory bills, 
showed no mercy to tho conduct of the minister. 
He was reprobated indeed by both parties in such 
a manner, as most have made his situation extreme- 
ly disagreeable. By his own he was asked, as tax- 
ation had not been his object, what were the real 
motives which had induced him to begin the war I 
Had he sported away 80,000 Utos, and thirty mil- 
lions of money, and, in that amusement, put not 
only the unity, but the existenee of the empire, 
to tho utmost hazard, in order to trv the spirit of 
the Americans, and to discorer how they would be- 
hoTo in defence of every thing that was dear to them Y 

Fox in a fine strain of irony complimented the 
minister on his conversion, and congratulated his 



party on the acquisition of such a potent anx- 
Riary. Ho was glad to find that his own proposi- 
tions did not materially differ from thoscmado by 
Burke three years before. He reminded the house, 
that though they were then r^ected, a warofdiree 

?'ears had convmccd him that they were really use- 
ul. But if the concession should be found ample 
enough, and then come too lato^ what punishment 
would be sjAcient for those minutors who a^jonm- 
•d parliament, in order to make proportions of 
concession, and then neglected to do it, until France 
liad concliided a treaty with the independent states 
of AaMrka, acknowledging them as sucht Uodid 



not speak firora sunniios bo liad It 

which he could not question, tkat tho ^ 

mentioned had been signed in Paris ton days b«- 
fere, counting from oat instant. Ho thneforo 
wbhed that ministry would give the house satis4he- 
tion on that very interesting ]K>int ; for ho lieaiod 
diat it would be found, that their present apparent- 
ly pacific and equitable disposition, with that pro- 
position which seemed to be the result of i^ owed 
their existence to the previous knowlodgo of thao 
treaty, which must, from its nature, render that 
proposition as useloss to the poaoe, as it was fannl- 
Itating to the dignity of Britain. 

The intimation of Fox, diough faindy controve it - 
ed by the minister, and treated as only matter of 
rumour, was too well founded ; and tho doubts of 
the ministry completely removed in a ffsw dayn 
by a formal notification of the Uet firom dio Fronek 
ambassador. 

ALLIANCE BETWEEN FRANCE AND 

AMERICA. 

CONonxts having agreed on the plan of tb» 
treaty, whioh they intended to propose to his naoot 
christian m^esty, proceeded to elect commissioaon 
to solicit its acceptance. Dr. Franklin, Silas Deaae, 
and Thomas Jefferson, were chosen. The latter do- 
cttning to serve, Arthur Lee, who was then in 



don, and had been very serviceable to bis eouatry 
in a variety of ways, was elected in bis room, ft 



resolved, that no member should be at liberty 
to divulge any thing more of tbese tnmsactioBS tbaa 
""that congress bad taken audi steps as tfaoy judged 
necessary for obtaining foreim alllaaces." The se- 
cret committee were directed to make an effectual 
lodgement in France of ten thousand pounds star- 
ling, subject to the order of these commisaioneBS. 
Dr. F^ranklin, who was employed as agent in die 
business, and afterwards as minister plenipoteatiary 
at the court of Franco, was in po s s essi on of a great- 
er proportion of foreipi frme tnan any odiernativa 
of America. By the force of superior abilides, and 
with but few advantages in eany life, he had at- 
tained the bluest ominonco among men of leam- 
inpf, and in many instances extended the empire of 
science. Hb genius was vast and oompreboaslve, 
and with equal ease investigated tho mysterieo of 
I^iilosophy and tho labyrinms of politics. His teoM 
as a philosopher had readied as nr as human know- 
ledge is pobshed or refioied. His philanthropy knew 
no bounds. The prosperity and happiness of the 
human race were objects which at all times bad at- 
tracted his attention. Disgusted with Groat Britain, 
and glowinc wididio most ardent love Ibr the U- 
borties of lus oppressed native oountry, he left Lon- 
don, wbere he had resided some years In the dia- 
racter of agent fin* several of the colonies, and ^ly 
in 1779 returned to Philadelphia, and Immediately 
afterwards was elected by the legislature of Penn- 
sylvania, to share in the opposition to Groat Bri- 
tain as a member of con|[ress. Shortly after bis 
appointment to solidt the interests of eongrosa in 
France [October ST], he sailed fo^ that oountry ; be 
was no sooner landed [December IS] dian univer- 
sally caressed. His fame bad smoothed the way 
for bis reception in a public diaracter. Doctor 
Franklin, Silas Doane, and Arthur Lee, having 
rendexvoused at Paris, soon after [December 1^ 
opened their business in a private audience wldi 
the count do Veigonnes. 

At this period congress did not so mudi expect 
any direct aid tnm France, as the indirect relief of 
a war between that country and Great Britain. To 
subserve this design, they resolved, that '* their 
commissioners at the court of France should bo fur- 
nished with wairants and commissions, and antiMK*- 
ised to arm and fit for war in the French ports any 
number of vessels (not exceeding oix) at the ex- 
pense of the United States, to war upon Britisb 
property, prorided they were satisfied this moasnro 
would not be disagreeable to the court of France." 
This resolution was carried into effect, and in the 
year 1777 marine officers, with American commla- 
sions, both sailed out of French ports, and carriad 
prises of British property into diem. They could 
not procure their condemnation In die courts of 
Franco, nor sell them publicly, but they neverthe- 
less found wavs and means to tnm them into money. 
Hie commanders of these vessels wore strmirtimra 
punished by authority to please the Bngllsb, bat 
they wore oftener caressed from another quarter 
to please tho Americans. 
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WbAo iMriTtta afents on the part of the United 
State* were endeaTOvrioi^ to embroil the two n^- 
tione, the American commiBaioners were urging the 
ministers of the king of France to accrat the treaty 
proposed by congreas. They recexred assnrancos 
of me ffftod wishes of the court of Prance, but were 
from time to time informed, that the important 
transaction reqiiired farther consideration, and 
were emoined to obserre the most profound se- 
crecy. Matters remained in this flnctnatina sta^o 
from December 1776 till Decembor 1777. nivate 
encouragement and public discountenance was al- 
ternated, but both varied according to the com- 
plexion of news from America. Ine defeat on 
Iiong Island, the reduction of New- York, and the 
train of disastrous erents in 1770, which hare al- 
ready been ftentioned, sunk the credit of the Ame- 
ricans very 1ov> and abated mm^ of the national 
ardour for their support. Their subsequent suc- 
cesses at IVenton and Princeton eAhced , these im- 
¥reesions, and rekindled actire xeal in their behalf, 
he capture of Burgoyne fixed these warering 
politics. The success oi the Americans in the cfon- 
psign of 1777, placed them on high ground ; their 
enmitv had prored itsetf formidable to Britain, 
and their friendship became desirable to France. 
The news of the capitulation of Saratoga reached 
Prance very early in December 1777. The Ameri- 
can deputaes took that opportunitr to press for an 
acceptttuoe of the treaty, which bad oeen under 
consideration for the preceding twelve montiis. 
The capture of Burgo^fue's army convinced the 
French, that the opposition of the Americans to 
Great Britain was not the woilc of a few men wb6 
had got power in tfioir hands, but of the great body 
of the 'people, and was likely to be finaUy snccess- 
fuL It was dierefore determined to take them by 
the hand, and publicly to espouse their cause. The 
commissioners of con greM, on the sixteenth of De- 
cember 1777, were iniormed, by Mr. Gerard, one of 
the secretaries of the king's counril of state, '* that 
it was decided to acknowledge the independence of 
the United States, and to m^U) a treaty with them : 
that in the treaty no advantage would be taken of 
their situation to obtain terms, which otherwise it 
would not be convenient for them to agree to. It 
was therefore intended that the terms of the treaty 
should be such as the new-formed states would be 
willing to agree to, if they had been long since estab- 
lished, and in the lulness of strength and power, 
and such as thery should approve of when that time 
should come. That his most christian nujesty was 
fixed in Us detemunati(m not only to acknowledge, 
bnt to suj^rt their independence : that in doing 
this he might probably soon be engaged in a war, 
yet he should not expect any compensation from 
the United States on that account. The only con- 
dition he should require and rely on would be, that 
the United States, m no peace tn be made, should 
give up their independence, and return to the obe- 
dience of the British government." At any time 
previous to the sixteenth of December 1777, when 
Mr. Gerard made the foregoing declaration, it was 
in the power of the British ministry to have ended 
the American war, and to have established an al- 
liance with the United States, that wovdd hare 
been of great service to both ; but from the same 
haughtiness which for some time had predominated 
In tMir councils, and blinded them to their in- 
terests, they neglected to improve the favourable 
opportunity. 

Conformably to the preliminaries proposed by 
Gerard, his most 'christian nugesty Lewis the Six- 
teenth, on the sixth of February 1778, entered into 
treaties of amity and commerce, and of alliance, 
with the United States, on the footing of the most 
perfect equality and reciprodtv. * 

As there was nothing exclusive in the treaty, an 
openfaic was left for Great Britain to dose the war 
when she pleased, with all the advantages of future 
commerce that France had stipulated for herself. 
This judicious measure made tne establishment of 
Amencan independence the common cause of aJl 
the commercial powers of Europe ; for the question 
then was, whotner the trade of the United States 
should by the subversion of their independence 
be again monopolised by Great Britain, or by the 
establishment of it laid open on equal terms to all 
the world. 

Previous, however, to annomicing the declaration 
of the French ambassador to the British parlia- 
ment, the mioaster's conciliatory bills passed both 



129 

>, and flw commissionort were appointed, 
via. the eari of CarKsle, Mr. Eden, gOTomor John- 
stone, lately become a proselyte to the eoor^ and 
the commanders in chief by sea and land. 

The impression which was made on all parties by 
the ill saoceos of the war, and the retracuon of the 
miniiters, was now become very apparent. So 
great indeed was the easiness of all parties to ob* 
tain peace and recondhation with the Americans, 
that some, even of the gentlemen in office, wished 
to extend the repeal to all obnoxious acts relative 
to America : and the minister himself, in opening 
his propositions, had declared his willinjnioss to 
give up all these laws from the tenth of Pobmary 
1703. The only difference of opinion now upon tho 
sul^ecf was concerning the time of carrying it into 
execttlion ; that ii, whether it should b^jyreUminary 
to, or a consequence of the treaty t The latter at 
length prevailed, and a motion for the repeal of the 
Massdcnusefs charter act was r^ected by one 
hundred and eighty-one to one hundred and eight. 
It was afterwards agreed, however, to repeU the 
tea-act ; and Burke having, the same day, moved, 
that the provisions of the bill should be extended 
to the West Indies, his motion was likewise agived 

WAYS AND MEANS. 

^ In the debates on the ways and means, some mo- 
tions were made which exceedingly ataumed ad- 
ministration, and even threatened the total down- 
ftl of their power. In order to raise the interest of 
six millions, which the minister found it necessary 
to borrow, be proposed a new tax on houses and 
wines. Iiiis occasioned some debate in the con- 
mittee of supply on the house>tax, which was con- 
sidered by the members in opposidon as not only a 
land-tax m effect, but as bemg also exceedingly 
disproportionate and oppressive, and falling parti- 
cnlarly heavy upon the mhabitants of London and 
Westminster, who already paid so vast a propor- 
tion to the landrtax, and whose burdens, inoluflmg 
poors' rate, windjow-tax, watch, Ughts, pavement 
and other imposts.' amounted in several parishes to 
more than eight shillings in the pound : whilst, to 
render it still more grievous, it frequently happen* 
ed that those who were the Isast able to bear them, 
had the heaviest burdens imposed upon them. 

Such, however, was the present temper of tho 
house, that though the motions were at last agreed 
to, another was made by a gentleman in oiBce, and 
dosely connected with one branch of the miuMtry, 
'* That the better to enable his majesty to vindicate 
the honour and dignity of his crown and dominions, 
in the present exigency of afikirs, there be granted 
one fourth part of the nett annual income upon the 
sal ari e s , fees, and perquisites of all <^ices under the 
crown, excepting only those held by the speaker of 
the house of commons, the chanceUor, or commis- 
sioners of the great seal, the judges, ministers to 
foreign parts, commissioners, officers in the army 
and navy, and all those which do not produce a 
dear yearly income of two hundred pounds to their 
possessors ; the tax also extending to all annuities, 
penriims, stipends, or other yearly sums issuing 
out of the excbequer, or any branch of the revenue ; 
to commence from the twenty-fifth of March 1778, 
and to continue for one year, and during the J^^nt h 
rican war." 

Tliis motion, to the astonishment and terror of 
administration, was carried in the committee by 
one hundred to eigh W-two ; and though the ndnirtry 
summoned all their nvces against the ensuing day, 
in order to oppose it on receiving the report from 
the committee, it was rcgectod only by a majority 
of six ; nor would even this hare been the case, had 
the members in opposition been at all unanimous in 
its support. 

DECLARATION OF WAR WITH FR/INCE, 

On the seventeenth of March, the following 
messai|e was sent from his m^esty to both houses 
of parbament : " His nugesty having been informed, 
by order of the French king, that a treaty of andty 
and commerce has been signed between the court 
of France, and cerMdn persons employed by fab 
ma}esty's revolted subjects in North America, has 
judged it necessary to direct, that a copy of the de- 
claratbn, delivered by the •Flrench ambassador to 
lord viscount Weymouth, be laid before the house 
of commons:- and at the sante time to acquaint 
them, that his m^esty has thought proper, ta& 
S 
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%t iMtcmmmkf onmrnimioilion on ttM 
ptft «f Fnaice» to aend orders to his anboandor to 
vMidraw from that ooort. Hia ta^jooty ia pemud- 
«d, that the joatice and food faith of Ua oondec^ 
towarda fereign poveia, and the sincerky of hia 
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to preaenre the tranqniDity of Burope, will 
be acknowledged hy ail the world ; and hia m^eaty 
troata, tint he ahall not atand lecponaSble for tlie 
diatnrbence of that tronqnOUty, if^he ahoold And 
Umaelf called upon to reaeat ao vnprorofced and ao 
niqaat an agf reaalon on ^ honoar of hia crown, 
and the eaaential intereata of hia kingdoBBa, oon- 
tnaj to the moat aolemn aaauranceaf aabreraive of 
ihe law of nationa, and i^iatioua to the rights of 
erery aoTeraign power in Barope. Hia maj^Btj, 
relying with me nimeat oonfidonce on the aealona 
and uTeolionato aapport of hia lUttful people, 
ia detoimined to be prepared to exert, if it ahoold 
become neoeaaarv. all die foroea and reaonroea of 
hia kingdoma ; wUoh he tniata will be adeqoato to 
repel erery inanlt and attoek, and to maintoin and 
lapoold the power and reputation of thia comitry." 
Ilie dedaranon menticmed in the ahowe meaaage, 
waa dated tfdrtecnth of Mardi, and waa aa followa : 
* The andlar aigned amhamador <rfhia moatohriatiMi^ 
m^jeaty haa reoeired ezpreaa ordeis to make the 
following declaration to the ooort of London : The 
United States of North America, who were in foU 
poaaeaaion of independence, aa prenomiced by them 
en the fourth of Jolv 117^ hoTo propoaed to ttie 
king to oonaolidato, by a formal cooTontion, ttie 
doojusion begun to be eotabliahed be t we e n the two 
notions, the reap ectln e plenipotentlariea hare aign- 
ity of mondahip and oommefoe, deaigned 



to aerre aa a fofOndatfon for their mntnal good cor 
NspoAdenoe. Hia m^Jeaty, being determined to 
ooltirato'the good onderatanding anbsiating between 
Fcanee auni Oreat Britain, by oTory means oom- 

EtiMe with Us dignity, and the good of faia sab- 
Its, ttainka ft- aeceaaary to make hia proceeding 
own to the conrt of London, and to dedare at 
tlie aaoBO time, that the contracting partiea hare 
paid great attenthm not to atipnlate any exclnaive 
adTontagea in farewr of the rrendi feation ; and 
that the United States hare reaerred tibe liberty of 
treating with every nation whaterer, upon the same 
footing of eooaUty and reciprocity. In making tliia 
eommoBleation to the conrt of London, the king is 
ftrmlT peranaded it will find new proofii of hia ma- 
jesty^ oonatant and aincere diapoaitlon for peaite ; 
and that hia Britannic m^esty, animated by the 
•ame aentlmenta, will eooaUy avoid every Chbig 
that may alter tiMlr good harmony ; and that he 
WiU particnlarty take effectnal meaanreo to pre- 
vent the momrn e toe between hia mi^eaty'a anl^cta 
and the United Statea of North America, fnm be- 
hi^ i ntor i op t e d, and to caoae all the oaagea re- 
ceived between connnercial nationa, to be, to thia 
feapec^- obserred ; and all those ndes which can be 
•aid to aobsiat between the two crowns of France 
aad Oreat Britain. In this jnat confiden6e, the 
mder-aigned imbassador thinka it sup e rfluotw to 
acquaint die Britiah minister, that, the Unsr bia 
maater Mag determined to wotect efTectnal^ the 
lawful commerce of faia anl^^ecta, and to maintain 
the digniw of hia flac, hia miQeaty haa, in eonae- 
qtienoe, tofceil eventual methods, in concert with the 
United- Statea of NorOi America. . Signed, Le M. 
do Noaillea.* 

DSATE OP LORD CHATHAM. 
• Ow tiw aeventli of April, the doke of Richmond, 
«t die oloee'*of die grand committee of inquiry, in 
erhich the upper honae aa well aa that of the oom- 
moDS had • beeA daring the greater part of the aea- 
oien.deeply eftnged, moved an addresa to the king 
en* the ataHfof the nation. In hia apeech in aup- 
port of thia addrem, hia grace declared in atrong 
terma hia oonvietion of tM neceaaity of an imme> 
dlato recognition Of American independence. ** Hie 
toiaflldef,'' be aald, " whatever ndght be the mag- 
nitude of it, waa already done ; America was u- 
ready lost ; her independencO waa as firmly estab- 
lished as that of other states. •* We had sufficient 
cause for regret, but our lamentation on the sob* 
Ject was of no more avail dian it would be for the 
ma ef Normandy or France." 

On this occaafon lord Chatham made hia laat and 
■Mat affectteg apeech in the honae of lords. He had 
loBg been a prey to thoae incurable diaordera 
vhloh brought him to hia grave, and, at this time, 
•0 ooeead i ag l y weak, that it was with the ut- 



b«bi«ugkt into Ike 
He dd&vered hia apee ch . however, witli e&traor 
djnary energy, and waa heard widi aaarhed atten 
tion ; but hia lordahip'a apeech waa cut abort by i 



Lord Chatham, who had appeared greatly moved 
during the reply, made an eager efibrt to rise at 
theeonrlaaioB of it, aa if labouring widi aoaae gient 
idea, and inupatient to give full aoope to hia ieel. 
toga ; bo^ before he conkL utter a wont, preaaing hie 
huid on hia boaom, he fen down anddemy to a oon- 
vuUto it. The duke of Cumberland, tord Temple, 
and other lesda near him, caught him in dicir araae. 
Tlie hooae was immediately deared ; and kis lord- 
ship being carried toto an adioiatog apartment, the 
debate waa adjourned. Medical aaalatance being ob- 
tatoed, hia lordahip to acme degree reooeeivd, and 
waa conreyed to Ua villa of Hayes to Kent, wtierr, 
after Imgertng aoiM fow weeke, he eocnired, May 
etoventh, 1778, to the aeventieth year of his age. 

CHARACTER OF LORD CHATHAM. 

Tbk decease of thia illustrioue person demands a 
pause to our narration, and calla for a few general 
remarks on hia charaeterand afailitiea. Ambition 
waa hia ruling paaaion, and to aeddng to gratify it, 
we must own, that he sometitoes at least emptoyed 
die means whidi other eourtiers have done, and 
eren sacrifioed Ida mivato judgment to hia adinanoe- 
ment. No man, while oot or oAoe, ever oppoeed 
continental and German conneotiona witk naaa« 
force of argument, wWk more depdi of poKtica] 
aagadty, dian he ad ; no man, wnen called to a 
moatiaii under a ao«ereign, with whom dioee oon« 
neettons were a darltog ^ect, ever more tageaai- 
oualy defended diem. 

Aa a mtoiatar, we meat periiapa allow that lord 
Chatham had one foiltog. Foimed by nature for 
die moat actlre and tennpeatnoua aoenea» he waa 
too Ibod of war ; but let it be remembered that he 
Waa the only mtoiater of thia country that erer had 
die art of directing even the calamitiea of war to 
the advantage of the nation. 

'As an orator he. perhaps, yet stands murivalled 
to dds country. In fire and energy he 'equalled 
Demosdienes ; in a YiTid feney, and a p romp tn ess 
of Idea, he greatly exceeded bun. The oeet apeak- 
ofu of die time shrank before die amaring force of 
his elOquenoe. Lord Mansfield trembled at it ; and 
even the vigour of lord Holland was found inade- 
quate to the contest. 

In prirate life the talents of lord Chadiam were 
alloyed by a miztare of pride and reserve ; but it 
was pride united witb dignity. He waa not aelfish, 
bntrather too toattentive to us private aAdrs. He 
was die man of the public ; and though he had cer- 
tainly eonal meana with other mtoisters of amasatog 
wealth, he chose rather to leave his family depend- 
ant on the bounty of that country which he had 
essentially se^ed, than to enrich diem by im 
plunder. 

• His political system was diat of a staunch wUg ; 
and though he aotnetimes conceded to die wiabea 
(rf the conrt, as he evidendy did with respect to 
the German connections, wmch he described em- 
pbatioaUy as *' a millstone tictd about his neck," 

J ret his enemies cannot charge him widi erer har- 
Dg made a sacrifice of any great constitutional 
prmciple. 

On the same erentog wfaldi terminated die ex- 
istence of this great statesman, the melandioly 
event waa announced to the house of commons hy 
colonel Barre, who, after a short enloginm on faia 
character, moTed for an address to the ktog, re- 
questing that he would give directions that " the 
rematos of William Pitt, eari of Chatham, be mter- 
red at the public expense.*' The motion was ae- 
conded by Townahend, and seemed to receive « 
very general approbation. 

Notwithstanding the vasteffhsioas of sorrow and 
gratitode which were ponred forth, it was, how- 
ever, well known, that, for some time JMWL^oc^ 
Chatham had been so ungracious at conrfWaC'lt 
was not even thought proper frequentiy Wra^oon 
his name there. A genUeman (Kigby) at'^dtitnie 
high in oflice, endeavoured, therefore, to evade the 
motion by a proposal, to erect a monument to Ida 
lordsMp*a memory, which, he conld not help think- 
ing, would be a more eligible as well aa a more laat- 
ing testimony, of the public gratitude, than merely 
to dolhiy his funeral expenses. This proposal, how- 
produced an eUbct direody contiarj to what 



GEORGE III. 

nMomMMlti<mnc«i'veditwitkiov; 

b«l| inctead of tlie raMtiCatiim propiMod. tiujjdm- 
«<1 It to tbe ovigiiial laolloii, ia the roUowing words: 
, « And that a laomimMnt be erected in the ooHofiate 
^areh of St Peter, WeetHinoter, to the Hiemory 
•f chat great and c&ceHaat stateuMB, with an ia- 
LpveMive of die Mntfrnenls of the peo- 
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pie on so great and irreparable a loas ; and to ae- 
euro hia ai^leety' that due ^91100 wiU make good the 
enenae." 

Lord John Carendi^pnoee, and said, he hope^ 
tiiat Tirtoe thoald nol^D this inatanoe, be neray 
to own reward ; but that the gratitude of the pid>- 
Ii4 to lord Chatham's famav, whom he had left de«> 
titate of all initable proTiaion, should be the means 
of exciting an enmlatum inthMo yet vnbom to oopy 
eneh an examj^e. 

The minhrter oonenired in these measnree in a 
-BBanner that did him honour ; and the whole house 
seemed to participate of a general pleasure in Uie 
approbation of them. ' In oonsequence of a motiod, 
made bv Townahend« a bill was brought in and 
aased, bv which an annuity of 40001. a-year pava- 
~e out of the cirH-Kst roTenne, was for efor settled 
on those heirs of die late earl, on whom the earidom 
of Chatham may descend ; and tUa wa4 followed by 
n grant of S0,000/. from the commons, for the dis- 
dmrge of tlie late eavfs debts. 

Though all diis passed in the house of oommons 
witiiout any altercadon, or without a single dissen- 
tient Toioe upon anv one propoeiden, it was other- 
wise in the hodse of lords. A modon made by the 
earl of Sheibnzne, that die house durald attend his 
funeral, was direedy opposed, and the modon lost 
by the majority of one. The bill for settliBg an an- 
nuity on his descendants was Ifl M wie e Yigorously 
opposed by a few lofds ; howoTer, it was eanied^ 
by a nnijority of 49 to II. 

RELIEF TO THE TRADE OF IRELAND. 

Tbb distresses in which the kingdom of Ireland 
was iuTolTed in consequence of die war, and die 

J^enetal and loud complaints of the migoiity of its 
nh^Utants, made it absolutely neoessary to httempt 
someddng fartiier for its re&tt; and in a committee 
of the whole house, it was resolred. 

I. That the Irish might be permitted to export 
ddrectly to die British plantations or settlements, 
nil goods, wares, and merchandise, being the pro< 
duce of that kingdom, or of Great Britain, wool and 
wofrilen manufactures only excepted ; as also foreign 
certificate goods legally imported. 

II. That a. direct importatiod be allowed of all 
goods, wares, and mercaandise, being die produce 
■of the British plantatioDS, tobacco only excepted. 

III. That the dhrect exportation of glass, manu- 
ihctured in Ireland, be permitted to all places ex- 
cept Great Britain. 

IV. That the importation of cotton yam. the mon- 
nfoctnre of Ireland, be allowed, duty nee, into Great 
Britain ; as also, 

y. The importation of saO-elodi and cordage. 

These resolutions excited a rery great and gene- 
ral alarm amongst the commercial part of the Bri- 
tish nation, who seemed to consider die admission 
of Ireland to any parddpation in trade, as equally 
destmcdTO to mm property, and swTersiTe of 
their ri^ts. 

After the recess, rery many instructions and pe- 
titions were proented to the house in omMMitioa 
to them : and it deaerres mention, as a striking in- 
stance of commercial folly and prejudice, that, in 
sereral of the petitions, the importanon of Irish sail- 
cloth, and of wrought iron, are pardcidarly specifi- 
ed as ruinous to the same manufactures in Eugland ; 
though it was by this time disoorered, that, by a 
posicrre law of long standing, Ireland was in actual 
possession Of those rery pmileges, although the 
Irish were so far fkom bang able to prosecute these 
manufactures to any puipose of competition widi the 
British, that great quantities of both were annually 
exported to mat country fk-om England. An almost 
equally great and equally groundless alarm had 
been takoi'at the bill passed a few years since, for 
the free importation of woollen yam into England : 
which was ny experience found and acknowledged 
to be not merely mnocuous, but beneficial ; yet such 
influence had the appreheimons of the nnbnc upon 
the disposition of the bouse, that the bills founded 
on the resolutions actnallY passed, were ultimately 
dismissed, and some trirlal jiointi only conceded, 
not uieiitiBg a distiiict specfncation. 




Lati in die session. Sir George SarOle morod 
for leaTO to bring in a b&l for the repeal of certain 
penalties imposed by an act passed in the 10th of 

the 

or Jesuits, as gnO^ of Adony, who slibuld be found 
to oflhaate in die serrioes of their church} the for- 
foitare of estate to the next protestant heir, in cas^ 
"^f the education of the Romish possessor abroad j 
die power giren to the son, or other nearest rela- 
tion, being a protestant^ to take possession of the 
father's estate during the lifetime of the proprietor; 
and the depriTing P9puts of the power of acquiring 
any legal property by purchase. In proposuig the 
repeal of these penaUies, Sir George SariUe said^ 
" mat he meant to Tindicate the honour and assert 
tho principles of die protestant rdi|;ion, to which 
all persecution was fraeiga and adrerse. The pen- 
alties in question were disgraceful, not only to reli- 
gion, but to humanity. They were calcinated to 
loosen all the bands of society, to dissolre all sodal. 
moral, and religious obligations and duties; fo poi> 
son tho sources of domestic felici^r, and to ann^ 
hiUte erery principle of 'honour." The motion waa 
receired witn a^ppcobation. and the bill founded 
upon it passed without a sini^ negatire. 

A message for a vote of credit excited many s»> 
Tore strictures on the conduct of mtnisteia; and aV 
though it not onl^ passed in dieoommittee, but the 
report w«s*reeenred and agreed to In dio house 
without a diyision, opposition could not bol^ regret- 
ting the miserable «tnation into which th« conduct 
of ministers had redueed die country. IntelUgenoo 
had been recelTed diat IVEstaing.withtwelTesUpi 
of the Une, had sailed from Toulon about the mid- 
dle of April, and we had no force in America suflk- 
cient to oppose Um. In answer, ministers endea- 
Toured to conriace the house, that, if D'Bstaiug 
was really deptined far America, lord Howe wonla 
be able to use such means of dtffanoe as would pre- 
vent any immediate ccnsequenoe of moment; if 
not^ admiral Byron widi the fleet under his com- 
mand, at Portsmouth, could certainly arrive in time 
to* regain any losses that mi^t enene. It was difll- 
dult, howerer, topenoade the public, that this tardl. 
ness in simding out a proper force accorded widi 
that flourishing state or the nafy of which the min- 

The dinpntes relative to the northern expedition 
were ravired on the arrival of general Buwoyne, 
•who was refiased adauttance into the royaL pr«»> 
senoe ; the sun pf court favour no longer shone npon 
him, and while he remained depcused by minis- 
terial neglect, a court of inquiry was appointed, bat 
the genMal oifioem reported, that as he waa prison- 
er on parole to the congress, tiiey -could take A 
cognisance of his conduct. He diwa demanded a 
oourUnartial; this being refused, he detesmined to 
sobaait has actions to pariiamentary inqnirys. Tkm 
inquiry was brought on by Vyner, and seoeoded 
by Fox. From the manly and spmted behavionr 
of general Burgoyne on this day, no had no reason 
to expeet favour from the adminiatBation, nor much 
cause to think dmt they would very dee^ interaat 
themselves in an inqwy that bora a mora favenra. 
hie aspect to him than to them. 

SESSION CLOSES. 

Tbis session had now been extended bejpend the 
usual time ; it was. however, in bodi housesmoved, 
that an address slienld be presented against the 
prorogation of pariiament, until the present alan*- 
mg crisis might be terminated. This was rejected 
by the usual malorities, and on June the third, his 
mioestv (dosed this tedious session. The oomaaens 
were thanked for die provision made for the more 
honourable support of the royal family. 

The last partiBular mentioned refers toafaOI passed 
in the course of tihe session- ibr setdfaag an annuity of 
90fi00l, on the six younger princes, of 80,000/. on dm 
five inincesses, and of 13^000/. on the prince and prin- 
cess, son and daughter to his royal highness die duke 
at Gloucester ; the annuities to take effect, in die 
first instance, on die death of his ma|esty , and in the 
second, on the death oi the duke of Gloucester. 

PLANS OF CONCILIATION REIECTED BY 

AMERICA. 
Thb conciliatory tiOls of the minister, i 
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they had received the Mactfon of parfiament, were 
copied, and ae&t acroM the Atlaatiej to lord and 
f enerid Howe. On their arrival in America, they 
were MUt by a flag to the oongrees at York-Town. 
When they were receired, congroM was nninfonn- 
cd of the treaty which their conuniasionerfl had late- 
ly (on tUe twenty-first of April) concluded at Paris. 
For upwards of a year, they had not received one 
line of information firom them on any subject what- 
ever. One packet had in that timeoeen received, 
but all the letters were taken out before it was put 
on board the vessel which brought it from France, 
and blank paper put in their steads A committee 
of coDgreM was appointed to examine these bills, 
and report on diem. Their report was brought in 
the day foUoving, and was unanimously adopted. 
Bv diis they rejected the proposals of Great Bri- 
tain. The vigorous and mm language in which 
congress expressed their r«^jection of these offers, 
considered in connection with the circumstance of 
their being wholly ignorant of the late treaty widi 
France, exhibits the glowing serenity of fortitude. 
While the royal commissiooers were industriously 
circulating these bills in a partial and secret man- 
ner, as if thev suspected an intention of concesJing 
them from the common people, c o n g ress, trns^ 
Sag to the good sense of their constituents, ordered 
'them to be forthwith printed for the public informa- 
tion. Having directed the affairs of their country 
widk an honest reference to its welfiure, they had 
nothing to fear from the people knowing and judg- 
ing for themselves. They submitted the whole to 
the public ; their act, aner some general remarks 
on we bin, concluded as follows : 

** From all which it appears evident to yottr com- 
Boittoe, that the said buls are intended to oper- 
ate upon the hopes and fears of the good people of 
those states, so as to create divisions among them, 
and a defection from the common cause, now, by the 
hlesaiitg of Divine Providence, drawing near to a 
fsvourable issue : that they are tilie sequel of that 
insidioaa plan, which, from the days of the stamp-act 
down to tne present time, hath involved this coun- 
trv in contention and bloodshed : and that, as in 
•uier cases so in this, although circumstances may 
force them at times to recede from their uniustiflable 
claims, there can bene doubt but they will, as here- 
tofore, upon the first favourable occasion, again dis- 
play that lust of domination which hath rentln twain 
the mighty empire of Britain. 

*' Upon the whole matter, the committee beg 
leave to report it as their opinion, that as the AmerT 
cans united in this arduous contest upon piindples 
of V common interest, for the defence of common ■ 
lights and privileges, which unioo hath been ce- 
mented by comoon calamities, and by mntoal good 
efflces and affection, so the ipreat cause for which 
they contend, and in which all mankind .are in- 
^brested, must derive its success from the continu- 
ance of that union. Wherefore any man or body of 
meUf who should presume to make any separate or 
partial convention or agreement with commission- 
en under the crown of Great Britain, or any of 
them, oo^t to be considOTed and treated 'as open 
and avowed enemies of these United States. 

" And further, your committee beg leave to re- 
port it as their o|»inion, that these United States 
cannot with propriety hold any conference with 
anv commissioners on the part of Great Britain, 
unless they shall, as a preliminary thereto, either 
withdraw their fleets and armies, or else, in positive 
and express terms, acknowledge the independence 
of the said States. 

" And Inasmuch as it appears to be th^ design of 
the enemies of these States to lull them into a fatal 
security— 4o the end that they may act with aHie- 
coming weight and importance, it is the opinion of 
your committee, that the several States be called 
upon to use the most strenuous exertions to have 
their respective quotas of continental troops in the 
field as soon as possible, and that all the miHtia of 
the said Sutes be held ui readiness to act as occa- 
sion may require." 

The concuiatory bills were speedily followed by 
the ro^al commissioners, deputed to solicit their 
reception. Governor Johnstone, lord Carlisle, and 
Mr. Eden, ai>pointed on this business, attempted to 
open a necotiation on the subject. They requested 
general Washington to furnish a passport for their 
secretary. Dr. Ferguson, with a letter from them to 
congress ; but this was refused, and the refusal was 
uaaoimously approved by congress. They then 



forwarded in tiie usual duumel ofcowmwiteattoi • 
letter addressed '*To his excellency. Henry Laup 
reus, the president, and other the mensben <v Ceio> 
gross," in whiidi they oommimicated a copy of their 
oominission and of die acts of parliament on which 
it was founded, and offered to concur in everv satia. 
factory and just arrangement towards the following 
among other purposes : 

" To consent to a cessatum of hostilities, both by 
sea and land. 

** To restore free intenQurse, to revive mutual 
affection, and renew the oMtaion benefits of natnc 
aliiatioo, through the several parts of this em- 
pire. 

" To extend every ftreedom to trade that our re- 
spective interests can require. ^ 

" To agree that no mihtary forces shall be kept 
up in the different states of North America, with- 
out the consent of the general congress or partku- 
lar assemblies. 

" To eoncur in measures calculated to discharge 
the debts of America, and to raise the credit and 
value of the. paper circulation. 

" To perpetuate our union by a reciprocal depu- 
tation of an agent or agents from the different States, 
who shall have the jprivilege of a seat and voice in 
the parliament of Great Britain ; or if sent from 
Britain, in that case to have a seat and voice in the 
assemblies of the different States to which they may 
be deputed respectively, in order to attend toe sev- 
eral interests of those by whom they are deputed. 

*' In short, to estaJ}Iish the power of the respec- 
tive legislatures in each particular state, to settle 
its revenue, its dvil and military establishment, and 
to exercise a perfect freedom of legislation and in- 
ternal government, so that the British states thronghr 
out North America, acting widi us in peace and war 
under one common sovereign, may nave the irre- 
vocable enjoyment of every privilege that is short 
of a total separation of interests, or consistent with 
that imion of force, on vriuch the safety of our 
common ndigion and liberty depends." 

A decided negative havmg been already given, 
previous to the arrival of the British commissioners, 
to the overtures contained in the condliatorv baOs, 
and intelligence of the treaty with France having 
in the mean time arrived, there was no jpronnd left 
for farther deliberation. President Laurens there- 
fore, by prder of congress, on the seventeenth of 
Jnno^ returned the following answer : 

^ " I have received the letter from your exceOow 
cies of the ninth instant, with the endosnres, and 
laid them before congress. Nothing but an earnest 
desire to spare the farther efiVasion of human blood 
could have induced them to read a paper, rinm»««w 
ing expressions so disrespectfid to his most christiaa 
nuQesty, the good and great ally of these States; or 
to confer propositions so derogatory to die honour 
of an independent nation. 

" The acts of the British parliament, the commif . 
sion from your sovereign, and your letter, suppose 
the people of these States to be the suh|ects of the 
crown of Great Britain, and are founded on the 
idea of dependance, which is utterly inadmiMible. 

^ ** I am nirther directed to inform your excellent- 
cies, that congress is inclined to peace, notwith- 
standing the unjust claims from wliich this war 
originated, and me savage manner in which it hath 
been conducted. Th^ will therefore be ready to 
enter upon the consideration of a treaty of peace 
and commerce, not inconsistent with treaties al- 
ready subsisting, when the kin^ of Great Britain 
shall demonstrate a sincere disposition for that 
purpose. The only solid proof of this disposition 
wiU be, an explicit acknowledgment of the inde- 

Sendence of these States, or the withdrawing bim 
eets and armies." 

^ Though congress could not, consistently with na- 
tional honour, enter on a discussion of the terms 
proposed by the British commissioners, yet some 
mdividuals of their body ably proved the propriety 
of rejecting them. Among these governor Morris, 
and w. H. Drayton, with great force of argument 
and poignancy of wit, justified the decisive measures 
adopted by their countrymen. 

These offers of conciUation in a great measure 
originated in an opinion that the congress was sap- 
ported by a faction, and that the great body of t£e 
people, was hostile to independence, and well die- 
posed to reunite with Great Britain. The latter of 
these BupjMMitions was true, till a certain period ef 
the contest; but that period was elapsed. WUh 
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their new littution, new opiqloBa aod attMbments 
bad taken place. The political rerolutioa of the 
government waa less extraordinary than that of the 
e^le and manner of thinking in the United States. 
The independent American catiaena mw with other 
eyes, and heard with other ears, than when they 
were in the condition of British snlr^ects. That nar- 
ruwneas of sentiment, which ||>reTailed in England 
towards France, no longer existed among the Ame- 
ricans. The British commissioners, tltaapprised of 
this real change in the public mind, expected to 
keep a hold on the citizens of the United states, by 
that iUiberalitv which they inherited from tWr 
forefathers. Presaming that the love of peace, and 
the ancient national antipathy to France would 
counterbalance all other ties, they flattered them- 
selves that by perseverance an impression favour- 
able to Oreat Britain might yet be made on the 
mind of America. They therefore renewed their 
e ff o r ts to open a negotiation with congress, in a 
letter of the deventh of July. As they bad been 
Informed, in answer to their jireceding letter of the 
tenthof Jane, that an explicit acknowledgment of 
the independence of the United States, or a with- 
drawing of their fleets and armies, most precede an 
entrance on the consideration of a treaty of peace, 
and as neither branch of tiiis alternative haa been 
complied with, it was resolved by congress that no 
answer should be given to their reiterated appli- 
cation. 

In addition to bis public exertions as a commis- 
sioner, governor Johnstone endeavoared to obtain 
the objects on which he had been sent bv opening 
a< private correspondence with some of the mem- 
bers of congress, and other Americans of influence. 
He in XMurticular addressed himself by letter to Hen- 
ry Laurens, Joseph Reed, and Robert Morris. His 
letter to Henry Laurens was in these words : 

'DXAB SIB, 

" I beg to transfer to my friend Dr. Ferguson, tiie 
private civilities which my friends Mr. Manning 
and Mr. Oswald request m my behalf. He is a 
man of the utmost probity, and of the highest es- 
teem in the republic of letters. 

"If you should follow the example of Britain in 
the hour of her insolence, and send us back with- 
out a hearing, I shall hope from private firieodp 
ship, that I may be permitted to see the country, 
and the worthy characters she has exhibited to the 
world, upon making the request in any way you 
may point out." 

In a letter to Joseph Reed, of April eleventh, 
governor Johnstone said, "The man who can be in- 
strumental in bringing us all to act once more in 
harmony, and to unite together the various powers 
which tUs contest has drawn forth, will deserve 
more lh>m the king and people, from patriotism, 
hiimanity, and all the tender ties that are affected 
by the quarrel and reconcDiatign, than ever was 
yet bestowed on hnman kind." On the sixteenth 
of June he wrote to Robert Morris, " I believe the 
men who have conducted the aflhirs of America in- 
capable of being influenced by improper motives ; 
but in all sach transactions there is risk ; and I 
think, that whoever ventures should be secured, at 
the same time that honour and emolument should 
naturally follow the fortune of those, who have 
steered the vessel in the storm, and brought her 
safely to port. I think Washington and the presi- 
dent have a right to every favour that grateful na- 
tions can bestow, if they could once more unite our 
interest, and spare die miseries and devastations 
of war." 

To Joseph Reed, private information was commu- 
nicated, tnat it had been intended by governor 
Johnstone, to offer him, in case of his exerting his 
tfrflitles to promote a reunion of die two countries. 
If consistent with his principles and judgment, ten 
diousand pounds sterfing, and anv office in the co- 
bmies in hb m^esty's gift. To which Reed replied, 
" I am not worth purchasing, but such as I am, the 
king of Great Britain is not rich enough to do it.** 
Congress, on the ninth of July, ordered all letters, 
received by members of congrcsss, from any of the 
British commissioners, or their agents, or from any 
subject of the king of Great Britain, of a public na- 
ture, to be laid before them. The above letters and 
infbrmadon being communicated, congress resolved, 
" That the same cannot but be considered as <Urect 
attempts to corrupt their integrky, and that it is 
incompatible with the honour of congress to hold 
■By manner of correspondeBce or intercourse with 



the said George Johnstone, esquire^ especially to 
negotiate with him upon allUrs in which the cause 
of liberty is interested/' Their determination, with 
the reasons of it, were exj^ressed in the form of a 
declaration, a copy of which was signed by the 
president, and sent by a flag to tlia commissioners 
at New- York. This was answered by governor 
Johnstone by an angry publioation, in which be 
denied or explained away what had been alleged 

r'nst him. Lord Carlisle, Sir Henry CUnton, and 
Eden, denied their having any knowledge of 
the matter phurged on governor Johnstone. 

The comnissionerMfamngin their attempts to ne- 
gotiate with congress had no resource left, but to 
persuade the inhabitants to adopt a line of conduct 
counter to that of their representatives. To this 
purpose they published a manifesto and prodamar 
tion, addressed to congress, the assemblies, and all 
others the free inhabitants of the colonies, in which 
they obserred, " The policy, as well as the benevo- 
lence of Great Britain, have thus lar checked the 
extremes of war, when they tended to distress a 
people still considered as our felluw-subjects, and 
to desolate a country ahordy to become a source of 
mutual advantage : but when that country profes- 
ses the unnatural design not enlv of estranging 
herself from us, but of mortgaging nerself and her 
resources to our enemies, toe whole contest is 
changed, and the quesdon is, how far Great Bri- 
tam may, by erery means in Jier power, destroy or 
render useless a connection contnved for her ruin, 
and for the aggrandisement of France. Under such 
circumstances the laws of self-preservation must 
direct the conduct of Great Britsm ; and if the Bri- 
tish colonies are to become an accession to France, 
will 'diffect her to render die accession of as little 
avail as possible to her enemy." 

Congress, upon being informed of the design of 
die commissioners to circulate these papers, de- 
clared, that the agents employed to distribute the 
manifestoes and proclamations of the commission- 
ers, were not endded to protection from a flag. 
They also recommended to the soTeral states to se- 
cure and keep them in close custody ; but that they 
might not appear to hoodwink their constituents, 
they ordered the manifestoes and proclamation to 
be printed in the newspapers. Tne proposals of 
the commissioners were not more favourably re- 
ceived by the people than they had been by con- 
gress. In some places the flags containing them 
were not received, but ordered instandy to de- 
part ; in others they were received, and forwarded 
to congress, as the only proper tribunal to take 
cognisance of them. In no one place, not imme- 
diately commanded by the British army, was thor# 
any attempt to accept, or even to detib^ate on the 
propriety of closing with the offers of Britain- 

To deter the Britwh firom executing their threats 
of laying waste the country, congress, on the thir- 
tieth of October, published to the world a resolu- 
tion and manifesto, in which they concluded with 
these words : 

"We, therefore, the congress of the United 
States of America, do solemnly declare and pro- 
claim, that if our enemies j;)resnme to execute their 
threats, or persist in their present career of bar- 
barity, we will take such exemplary vengeance as 
shall deter others from a like conduct. We appeal 
to that God who searcheth the hearts of men, for 
the rectitude of our intentions; and in his holy 
presence we declare, that as we are not moved by 
any light and hasty suggestion of anger and re- 
venge, so through every possible change of fortune 
we will adhere to this our determination." 

This was the last effort of Great Britain, in the 
way of negotiation, to regsdn her colonies. It ori- 
ginated in foUy, and ignorance of the real state of 
affairs in America. She had begun with wrong 
measures, and had now got into wrong time. Her 
concessions, on this occasion, were an implied jus- 
tification of the resistance of the colonists. By of- 
fering to concede all that they at first asked for, 
she virtually acknowledged herself to have been 
the aggressor in an uiuut war. Nothing could be 
more mvourable to the cementing of the friendship 
uf the new allies than this unsuccessful negotia- 
tion. The states had an opportunity of evincing 
the sincerity of their engagements, and France 
abundant reason to believe that, by preventing 
their being conquered, her favourite scheme of les- 
soning the power of Great Britain would be secured 
beyond the reach of accident. * 



1S4 



HISTOrtY OF GREAT BRITAIN. 



After llie (emUnation of the oaupaign of 1777, 
tiM BritUb army retired to winter-qoarterv in Phi- 
]adelphta» and die American army to Valley Forge. 
The rormer ecgoyed all the conTenienoee whii^ an 
opulent city aAvrded, while the latter, oot half 
Jethed, and more tiuui onoeon the point of ftarv- 
ine, wereendaring the sererity of a mid winter in 
a nutted eunp. It was well for them that the 
British made no attempt te distorfo tiiem, while in 
tide de«titutB condition. 

Hie winter and ■pring paMed sway without any 
more remarkable eventi in either arm^N than a few 
micceufol'cxcanrions of partiet from Philadelphia 
to tiie neighbouring country, for the purpose of 
bringing in mppliee, or destroying property. In 
one of these, a fMurty of the Britiim proceeded to 
Botdenton, and there burned four •toro'houses full 
of useful commodities. Before they returned to 
Philade^Ua, they burned two frigates, nine ships, 
six pt i y at eer sloops, twenty-three brigs, with a 
number of sloops and schooners. 

Soon after, an excursion from Newport was made 
by iire hundred British and Hessians, under the 
command of lieutenantoolonel CampbeH. These 
kavhig landed In the night, marched next morning 
(May twentV'fifth) in two bodies, the one for War- 
ren, the other for the head of Kickemuet rirer. 
Iliey destroyed about seventy flat-bottomed boats, 
and burned a quantity of pitch, tar, and plank. 
They also set fire to the meeting-house at Warren, 
and seven dwelling houses. At Bristol they burn- 
ed the church and twenty-two houses. 

FRENCH SQUADRON ARRIVES IN AlfERI- 
CA-PHILADELPHI/L EVACUATED. 

Thb French squadron, commanded by count 
D'Estaing, which had sailed from Toulon ior Ame- 
rica, arrived, on the ninth of July, after a passage 
of dghty-oeren days, at the entrance of the Dela- 
ware, rrom an apprehension of something of this 
kxnA, and from tiie prospect of greater security, it 
was rewAreA in Great Britain fortiiwith to evacuate 
Philadelphia, and to concentrate the royal force in 
tile dty and hari>our of New- York, llie commis- 
sioners hronght out the orders for this movement, 
but knew nothing of the matter : it had an un- 
friendly Influence on their proposed negotiations, 
but it was indispensably necessary ; fur if the F^nch 
fleet had blocked up the Delaware, and the Ameri- 
cans besieged Philadelphia, tho escape of the British 
horn either would have been scarcely possible. 

On tho eighteenth of June the royal armyjpassod 
over the Delaware into New-Jemey. Genera] 
Washington, bavins penetrated into tiieir design of 
•racttting Philadelphia, had previously detached 

Jeneral Maxwell's brigade to co-operate with the 
ersey militia in obstructing their progress, till 
time should be given for his army to overtake tiiem. 
The British were encumbered with an enormous 
baggage, which, together with the impediments 
thrown in their way, greatiy retarded their march. 
The American army having, in. pursuit of the 
British, crossed the Delaware, six hundred men 
were immediately detached under colonel Morgan 
to reinforce general Maxwell. Washington halted 
his troops, when they had marched to the vidni^ 
of Princetdh. The general oflicers in the American 
army, being asked by the commander in chief* 
" Will it be advisable to hanrd a general action V 
answered in the negative, but recommended a de- 
tachment of fifteen hundred men to be immediatdty 
sent to act as occasion might serve on the enemy^ 
left flank and rear. Thb was immediately forward- 
ed tinder general Scott. 

The British pursued their march without ferfher 
interruption than a partial and indecisive action at 
Monmouth, and on the thirtieth of June reached 
the neighbourhood of Sandy Hook, without the loss 
of either their coverinp^ P<u^tv or baggage. The 
American general deckned all farther pursuit of 
tile royal army, and soon after drew oft his troops 
to the borders of the North River. 

Soon after the battie of Monmouth, tiie Ameri- 
«ian army took post at the White Plains, a few 
miles beyond Kingsbridge ; and the British, though 
only a few miles distant, did not molest them. They 
rexnained in thLi position from an early day in July, 
tin a late one in the autumn, and then the Ameri- 
cans retired to Middlebrook m Jersey, where they 
built themselves huts in the same manner as thoy 
had dona at Valley Fotrgc. 



FRENCH AMBASSADOR TO CONGRESS^ 

BRITISH FLEET BLOCKADED IN 

NEW-YORK. 

iMMBniATiLT ott tho departure of fbe Britiah 
from Philadelphia, congress, after an abAeooe of 
nine months, returned to the former teat of their 
deliberations. Soon after their return, they were 
called upon to give a public audience to a minister 
plenipotentiary from tiie court of France. The 
person appointed to this ofllce was M. Gerard, the 
same who had been employed in the negotiutiooe 
antecedent to the treaty. The British had but 
barely completed tiie removal of their fleet and ar- 
my, from tiie Delaware and Philadelphia to the 
haibour and city of New- York, when they received 
intelUgence that the French fleet was on the ooaat 
of America. Count D'Estaing had with hnn twelve 
ships of the line and three frigates : amon^ the 
former, one carried ninety gtms, another eighty, 
and six s^enty-four guns each. Their first olgect 
was the surprise of Imrd Howe's fleet in the Dela- 
vrare, but they arrived too late* In naval history 
there are few more narrow escapes than tliat of 
the British fleet on this occasion. It consisted only 
of six sixty-four gun ships, three of fii^, and two of 
forty, with some frigates and sloops. Most of these 
had been long on service, and were in a bad condi- 
tion. Ilieir roroe, when comiMred wttb that of the 
French fleet, ^>raa so greatiy inferior, that, had tiie 
latter readied the moutii of the Delaware after a 
less tedious passage, their capture, in the ordinary 
course of events, would have oeen ineritable. This 
stroke was providentiiJIy prevented by the Tarious 
hindrances which retarded D'Estaing m his voyage 
to the term of eighty-seven days, in the last eleven 
of which, lord Howe's fleet not only miitted the 
Delaware, but reached the harbour of New- York. 
D'Estaing, disappointed in bis fint scheme, pur- 
sued, and on tne eleventh of July appeared oflT 
Sandy Hook. American pUots of the fint abilities^ 
provided for the purpose, went on board his fleet. 
Among tiiem were persons, whose drcumstancet 
placed them above the ordinary rank of pilots. 

The si^t of the French fleet raised all the active 
passions of their adversaries. Transported with 
udignation against tiie French, for interfeiinf; ia 
what they ofiled a domestic quarrel, the British 
displayed a spirit of xeal and bravery which could 
not be exceeded. A tiiousand volnnteen were do- 

S Itched from their transports to man dieir fleet, 
e masters and mates of the iperchantment and 
traders at New-Yorii took their stations at the guna 
Ivith the common saflors; others put to sea in ujdit 
vessels to watch the motions of the enemy. The 
officers and privates of the British army contended 
with so mucn eagerness to serve on lioard the men 
of war as marines, mat it became necessary to de- 
cide the point of honour by lot. 

The French fleet came to anchor, and oontinned 
without tho Ho<A for ehnren days. During thia 
time the British had the mortification of seeing the 
blockade of their fleet, and the capture of about 
twenty vessels under English colours. On tiie 
twenty-second, the French fleet appeared imder 
way. It was an anxious moment to the British. 
They^ supposed tliat coimt D'Estaing would force his 
way into tho harbour, and that an engagement would 
be the consequence. Every thing with them was 
at stake. 'Notiiing less tiian destruction or victory 
would have ended tiie contest. If the first had 
been their lot, the vast fleet of transports and victa 
allers, and the army, must have fallen. The pilots 
on board the French fleet declared it to be impos. 
siUe to carry the large ships over the bar, on ao- 
connt of their draught of water. D'Estaing on Awt 
account, and by the advice of General, Washington, 
left die Hook« and sailed for Newport. By his de- 
parture the Britishhad a se^nd escape, for, had be 
remained at the Hook but a few days lon|^, the 
fleet of admiral Byron must have faUon into hia 
hands. That officer had been sent out to reliere 
lord Howe, who had ' solicited to be recalled, and 
the fleet imder his command had been sent to re> 
Id force that which had been previously on the coaot 
of America. AdminJ Byron's squadron had osot 
with bad weather, and was separated in diflerent 
storms. It now arri' ed, scattered, broken, sickly, 
dismasted, or otherwise damaged. Within eight 
days after the defiarture of the French fleet* the 
Renown, the Raisoaablc, the Centurion, and 1^ 
Cornwall, arrived singly at Sandy Hook 
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Turn naxt attampt of eoont D'Jbrtaistt 
agviait Bkode laland, of whidk the Bwitiah lad boen 
Id poMOfluoB nnca Deeembcr 1779. A eooiUiiod 
tmtk. afunM it «m pngoded. and it vas agroed 
that f oneiai SuUivan ■houki command the Ameri- 
can lind ftrooo. Such waa the aagamam of tfao 
pie to oo^»p«ntte with their nev altteo, andoo 
dent won they of suoceM, that Mme theniaiidi of 
igagod in the aer^ioe. The adlitia of 
was Okder the oommand of goDoral 
The Tojral troope on the island havinf 
heen lately reiaftireed, were about six fhomand. 
SolliTan'i Ibree wao ahoot ten thouund. . Lnrd 
Howe followed ooont D'Botaing, and oame within 
ifght of Rhode Idand the day after the Freneh fleet 
entered the harboor of Newport. The British fleet 
e»feedod the Fjrench in point of nomber, bat was 
inliBvior with respect to ^BToctlve ftnoe and weight 
of metaL On the appearance of loid Howe, the 
Prench admiral pnt out to sea witti his whole fleet 
to engage him; while the two oommanders were 
•zertbg their naral aUli to gain respectiTely the 
adTaatages of position, a strong gale of wind came 
on, whidi aftarwards In or c ased to a tempest, and 
grsatly damaged the ships on both sides. In this 
oonflict of the etementa, |po capital French ships 
were disoMsted. The Laagoedoo of ninety gons, 
B'Estaing's own ship, after loaing all her masts 
and her rodder, was attacked by the Rwnown of 
flIVy gnns, commanded by captain Dawson. The 
same evening the Preston of flfty gans, feU in with 
the Tonnant of eighty gons, with only her aminmast 
ataading, and attacked her with apirit, bat night 
pnt an end to the engagement. Six aail of the 
Pranch sqoadren came up in the night, which sared 
t^ disabled ships from any fiuther attack. There 
was no riiip or Tesael lost on either ride. Tim Bri- 
tiah snKered less in the storm than their adreraaries, 
yet enoagh to make It neceaaary lor them to retam 
to New- York for dw pnrpoae of roAtdng. The 
branch fleet came to anchor on the twendeih, near 
Rhode laland, bnt aaUnd on the twenty-second to 
Boston. Bemre they aaUed, general Greene and 
the nmrqnia de la Fayetto went on board tbe Lan- 
graodoo, t9» consult on measnres proper to be por- 
•ned. They urged D'Estaing to return witfi his fleet 
into the harbour, bnt his principal ofllceri were op. 
Meed to the aMasure, and protested against it. He 
Md been Instmeted to go to Bi^ston, it his fleet met 
wiA any mLilbrtune. Hia officers inaistcd on his 
neaaing to prosecuto the expedition against Rhode 
Island, that he might conform to the ordem of their 
oommen superiors. Upon the return of general 
Greene and the marqids de la Payetto, and their 
wport i n^tt ie determinatfon of count D'Estaing, a 
psotasC'was 



drawn up and aent to him against the 
counts takina the fleet to Boston, as derogatory to 
tiw honour of Franco^ contrary to the Intention of 
Us most christian mq^jesty, and Oio Interest of his 
BUUion, and destructiTe in the highest degree to the 
wellhre of the Daitod States, and highly iqjurioas 
to the alliance formed between the two nations. 
Mad D'Estaing prosecuted his original plan within 
the harbour, tfie reduction of the Btiosh post on 
Rhode Island would haTO been probdble ; out hia 
departure in the firat instance to engage the Britiah 
fleet, and in the aecond from Rhode Mand to Bos- 
ton, Urustrated the whole plan. Perhaps count 
D'Estaing hoped by somefldna brilliant to eflhce 
tlie impressions nmde by Us mte fhilare at New- 
York; or he might hare tiionght it imprudent to 
stake Jils whole fleet within a harbour posseaaed 
by his enemies. 

After his ships had sufliered both fWmi battle and 
fhe storm, the letter of his iustruetioas, the impor- 
tunity of his ofllcera, and hia anxiety to hara hb 
aUps speedily refitted, might hATO weighed with 
him to sail directly for Boaton. Whatorer were 
tihe reaaena which induced his adoption of mat 

lasure, the Americans were greatiy diamtiaied ; 
euainlalued that tihey had inonrred great ex- 
) and danger, nnder tihe proapect of the most 



{Sbctire cooperation; that 'depending thereon, 
ther had riaked fhetr lires on on island, where, 
wittout naral protection, they were expuaed to parw 
tkular danger; that in tbi» sitaation they were tot^ 
Uly abandoned, at a time, when hy peraerering In 
tihe original plan, they had wcO-groanded hopeo of 
»eedy a ucce sa. Under theae apprehensions, the 
dMoontentad mil iy ir e nt home in suchcinwds, tlmt 



the regular anny which remainad was in danger of 
being out offfroan a retreat. In theae endmrrassing 
drcnmstaaoea, general SaUiTan extricatod Irfaaaalf 
with Jadgment and ability ; he began to senisflTUs 
heary artillery and baggaf • on me taren^Mxdk of 
Angint, and relanattod nnm the lines en the ni^ 
of the twentf eighth It had heen that day res^. 
ed in a eouncU of war. to reaaore to the north end 

aecure a coaamnni* 
tbe ground till it 
ooahl be known whether the Frei^ fleet would 
retam to their aaaiataaee. Tbe marqaia de la Fay- 
ette, by deaire of his aaaodatea, aet eflrfor Boaton, 
to veqaeat die speedy retam of Am Fkeneh fleet. To 
thia count IVEataing wouU not consent, bnt he nuide 
a apirited oiler to lead the troaps under his 



of tim island, fortify their oamp, i 
oatlon with the aaam, and hold 
ooaki he known whether the P 



msod, and eo-operate with the American land forces 
against Rhode island. 

SaOtran retreated with giaat order, bqt he had 
not been Are houm at the north end of the bland, 
when his inioas were flrad upon by the British, who 
had jBuaned wem en di soor er i n g their retreat. In 
the flrat instance, theae UAt troopa were oompeHed 
by superior nnmbote to grre way, bat dwy kept up 
a retreating fire. On being rrtnforoed they gare 
their pursuen acheek, and at length repulsed them. 
By degreea the aodon became In aome reapecta 
general, and near twelre hundred Americans were 
engaged. The loss on each side was betwe en two 
and three hundred. 

LonI Howe^a fleet, with Sir Henry CUnton, and 
about four thouaand troopa on board, being aeon off 
the coast, g«meral Snlliran concluded immediately 
to eracnato Rhode laland. As the sentries of both 
armies were within four hundred jrards of each other, 
the greatest caution was neceaaary. To corer the 
design of retreating, the ahow of xeaistance and con- 
tinuance on the island was kept up. The retreat 
was made in the ni|^t of August the tUrtietiu 

With the abortire expedition to Rhode laland, 
there was an end to the plans, wUch were in thii 
first campaign prqiected by the allies of congress, 
for a co-oporatlon. The Americans had been mtox- 
fccated with hopes of the most dedslTe adrantages, 
but in every instance they were disappointed. I^rd 
Howe, with an fitiferiosity of force, not only pre> 
serred his own fleet, bat c o u n t e r a c ted snd defeated 
an the riewf and attempts of count D'Estaina. The 
Fkonch fleet gained no direct adraatages fo* the 
Americans, yet ttwi^ arrival was of great senrioe to 
thefar cause. Besides deranging the plans of the 
Britiah, it carried oonr&ction to their minda, that hia 
aaost christian nudesty was aeriooahr diapoaed to 
aupport them. Tne good-wfll of th«r new alliea 
was maniliasted to the Americana, and though it had 
fhiled in prrdudng the eifecte expected from it, the 
fiUlura was charged to -winds, weather, and una> 
voidable inddente. Some censured count D'Estaing; 
bat while they attempted to console themselves, by 
throwing blwne on mm, they felt and aoknowledgw 
ed their obligation to the French nation, and were 
encouraged to persevere in Che arar, from the hope 
that better fortune would attend uelr f^iture co- 
oporationa. 

Oneof the most disastftms evento which occurred 
at tUs period of the campaign, was the sarprise 
and massacre of an Amerioan reglmeat of light 
dragoons, commanded by lientenant«oloi^ Bayknr. 
Wml^employed in a detached sitnatiDn, to inter- 
cept and wateh a British foraging party, they took 
up their lodging fas a bam near Taapan. Tlie ofll- 
car who coaunanded die party whhflk surprised them 
waa ma|or-general Orey : he acquired tne name of 
the " No-flint General,* from Ua common practice 
of ordering the men under Ua command to take the 
flinte out of their muskete, that they might be ooo< 
fined to the use of tlieir bayonets. A party oYmili- 
tia wUeh had been atationed on the road hy wUch 
the Bridah advanced, qaitted their post, wiAont 
giving any notice to oolonel Baylor. 1ms disoideriv 
condact was the occasion of the disaster whidk fol- 
lowed. Grey's men pr oeeed e d with such sflenca 
and address, that thay out off a serieantfs patrole 
without noise, snd surrounded Old Taapan without 
being di s cov e red ; they then rushed in upon Bay- 
lor^ regiment wUle dwy ware in a profband sleep. 
Inca|>abie of dqfence or rssfartaace, cut off frim 
every proepect of selling thsb- lives dear, the snr- 
prised dragoons sued for quarter. Unmoved by 
their suppBcations, tb^r adversaries applied tte 
bayonet, and continued ito repeated thrusts, whHe 
oMecte eould be iMUid iawU^iwdgns of Wh 
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appeand. A few oacaped, and othexs, after liavinf 
reeelTedfirom five to cferen bayonet wouatU in the 
trank of the body, were restored, in a ooone of 
time, to perfect health. Baylor hinuelf waa ^'onnd- 
ed, but not dangeroudy : he lost, m kUIed, wounded, 
and t^ea, aixty-eeren priratee ont of a hondred 
and four ; and about forty ^ere made pri«enera. 
These were indebted for their lire* to the Inunanity 
of one of Grey's captains, who gare quarter to the 
whole fourth troop, though contrary to the or-' 
ders of his siqterior officers. The circnmstance 
of the attack being made In the night, when 
neither order nor discipline can be obserred, may 
apologise in some degree, with men of a certain 
description, for dUs bloodj scene. It cannot be 
maintained, that the laws of war require that quar- 
ter should be girenin similar assaults, but the lorers 
of mankind must eT«r contend, that the laws of 
humanity are of superior obligation to those of war. 
The truly brare will spare when resistance cesses, 
ardin erory case where it can be done with safety. 
The perpetrators of such actions may fvmOy be de- 
nominated the enemies of refined society. As far 
as their example aTails, it tends to arrest the grow- 
iog humanity of modem times, and to reviTO the 
bMbarism of gothic ages. On these principles, 
the massacre of colonel Baylor's regiment was the 
subject f»f much complaint ; the particulars of it 
were ascertained, by tneoatlui of credible witnesses, 
taken before goTemor Liringston of Jersey, and 
the whole was submitted to the judgment of the 
public. 

EXPEDITION AGAINST EAST FLORIDA.— SA- 
VANNAH TAKEN BY THE BRITISH. ^ 

Im Uie summer of this year (1778,) an jexpeditioii 
was undertaken by the Americans against Bast- 
Ftoida. This was resolyed upon widi the double 
▼iew of protecting the states of Georgia from de- 
predation, and ofcausiag a dirersion. General Ro- 
bert Howe, who conducted it, had under his com- 
mand about two thousand men, a finr hundred of 
which were continental troops, and the remainder 
militia of the states of South-Carolina and Georgia ; 
they proceeded as far as St. Mary's rirer, and witlu 
out anjr opposition of consequence. At this place 
the British had erected a fort, whidi in compliment 
to Tonyn, gorernor of the proTince, was called by 
his name. On the approacu of general Howe, they 
d^troyed this fort, and after some slight skinnish- 
ing, retreated towards St. Augustine. The season 
was more fatal to the Americauns than any opposi- 
tion thev experienced from their enemies. Sick- 
noes and death raged to such a degree that an im- 
mediate retreat became necessary ; but before 
this was effected, they lost nearly one fourth of 
their whole number. 

The royal .commisdonerB baring failed in their at- 
tempts to induce the Americans to resume the cha- 
racter of British sulgecti, and the successive plans 
of cooperation between the new allies haring alco 
failed, a solemn pause ensued. It would seem as 
if the commissioners indulged a hope that the Qti- 
■ens of the ^ United States, on finding a disappoint- 
ment of their expectation from the Prench, would 
reconsider and accept tiie offers of Great Britain. 
Full time was given, both for the circulation of their 
manifesto, and for observing its eflects on the pub- 
lic mind; but nu overtures were made to them 
from any quarter. The year was drawing near to 
a close before any interesting expedition was un- 
dertaken. With this new sBra, a new system was 
introduced. Hitherto the conquest of the states 
had been attempted by proceeding from north to 
south : but that order was henceforth inverted, and 
the southern states became the principal theatre on 
which the British conducted their onensive opera- 
tions. Georgia being one of the weakest states in 
the union, and at the same time abounding in pro- 
visions, was marked out as the first object of re- 
newed warfare. lieutenant-colonel Campbell, an 
officer of known courage and ability, on the twenty 
seventh of November, embarked from New- York for 
Savannah, with a force of about two thousand men, 
under the convoy of some ships of war command- 
ed by commodore Hyde Parker. To make more 
sure of success in tiie enterprise, migor-general 
Prevost, who coaunanded the royal forces in East^ 
Floridly was directed to advance with them into 
the southern extremity of Georgia. The fleet that 
aailed from New- York in about uree weeks el&Bcted 



a landing near the mouth of the river Sarannali* 
From the landing-place a narrow causeway of aix 
hundred yards in length, with a ditch on each aide, 
led through a swamp. A body of the British lightio- 
inikntry mored fbrward along this causeway. On tfieir 
advance they received a heavy fire from a small party 
under captain Smith, posted for the purpose of im- 
peding their passage. Captain Cameron was kHled, 
out the British maide tilMW wa^ood, and compelled 
captain Smith to retreat, ^nenl Howe, tiie 
American officer to '^iHwm the defence of Georgia 
was committed, took his station on the main road, 
and posted his little army conaisting of about six 
hundred continentals and a few hundred militia, be- 
tween.the landing-place and the town of Savannah, 
witift the river on his left and a morass in finont. 
This disposition announced great difficulties to be 
overcome before the Americans could be dislodged. 
While colonel Campbell waa making the neceesary 
arrangementa for this purpose, he received intelli. 
gence from a negro of a prirate path through the 
swamp on the rinit of the Americans, wideh lay in 
such a situation uat the British troops ought maroit 
through it unobserved. Sir James Baird with tha 
lightjnfantry was direoted to avail himself of thia 
path, in order to turn the right wing of the Ameri- 
cans and attack their rear. As soon as it was su]^ 
posed that Sir James Ba^d had cleared his pasaage, 
the British in front of the Americans were directed 
to advance and engage. Howe, finding himself at- 
tacked in the rear as well as in the front, ordered 
an immediate retreat. The British pursued with 
great execution : their victorr was complete. Up- 
wards of one hundred of tiie Americans were klDecL 
Thirty-eight officers, four hundred and fifteen prir- 
ates, forty eight pieces of cannon, twenty three 
mortars, the fort with its ammunitfon and storaa, 
the shipping in the river, a large quantity of pto- 
risions, with the capital of Georgia, were all in the 
space of a few hours, in the possession of the con- 
querors. The broken remains of the American ar 
my retreated up the river Sarannah for several 
mileSf and then took shelter by crossing into Sonili 
Carohna. Agreeably to instructions, general Pre 
▼ost had marched from Bas&Florida about the same 
time that the embarkation took place from New 
York. After encountering many difficulties, llie 
kin^s troops from St. Augustine reached the Ia- 
hafaited parts of Georgia, and there heard the wd 
come tidings of the arrival and success of cBthmtH 
Campbell. Savannah having fallen, the, fort'at Sun. 
bury surrendered. General Prevost 'marched to 
Savannah, and took the command of the romhined 
forces from New-York and St. Augustine. Previ- 
ous to his arrival a prodamation had been iasned, 
to encourage the Inhabitants to come in and snhnut 
to the conquerors, with promises of protectifsn, on 
condition that with their arms thev would support 
roval government. 

Lieutenant-colonel Campbell acted with great 
policy, in securing the submission of the *"*"^itiitt. 
He did more in a short time, and with comparative- 
Iv a few men, towards the re-establishment of ^e 
British interest, than all the general officers who 
had preceded him. He not only extirpated mill 
tary opposition, but subverted for some time every 
trace of republican government, and paved the way 
for the re-establishment of a royal legislature. 
Georgia, soon after the reduction of its capital, ex- 
hibited a singular spectacle. It was the only state 
of the union, in which, after the declaration <n inde- 
pendence, a legislative body was convened under 
the authority of the crown of Great Britain. Tha 
moderation and prudence of lieutenantcolonel 
Campbell were more successful in reconciling tine 
minds of the citiaens to their former constitution, 
than the severe measures which bad been genuoDy 
adopted by other British commanders. 

NAVAL PREPARATIONS. 

Wbilb such were tite proceedings on the conti- 
nent of America, which was the grand scene of ao- 
tion, naval preparations were canied on with soma 
spint both by France and England. 

Admiral Keppel, an officer of tried conraga and 
great experience, was appointed to the command 
of the grand fleet at Portsmouth. • This fleet waa 
found in a very insufficient condition ; but so vigi- 
lant and active were the admiral's endeavours, tlmt 
about June he was enabled to take the sea* 

The British admiral sailed from Portsmouth with 
twenty soil of the line before war had been declared 
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■r tmn npilMlB ordered : wbeo ha anlmd to the 
hey of Blacey he obMrrod two Ftench frigetea (the 
lioonie and Belle Poule) taking a rarrey of tiio 
Biidih fleet. Deteradned to riik thtf ooiweqeencca 
of Mich ooadiict as the neeoMUy of the moneBt 
•uneotedy he (are orders for the firicateo to he at- 
tacked, which were aoon forced to yMd to the Eng- 
lish dak. WJien, however, he anderatood theforce 
of the rrench in Brest water to be thirty two sail 
ot the Use, besides ten or twelve Irigates, m thenght 
it prudent to return to Portunonth m order to aug- 
ment his ibcoe, and on the ninth of July he was en- 
abled tQ put to sea agato with twentv four sail of 
the line, and was joined on Ae way by six more. 
The French king made the c^tnre of Us IHgates a 
pretence fov o rderin g reprisals; thjli was retorted on 
the part of Great Britain, and wv was now virtu- 
ally proclaimed, although the aoewtoniedoeremony 
was not performed. 

<The day before the British fleet sailed tnm Ports- 
mouth, the French fleet sailed flrom Brest, amount- 
ing to thirty two saU of the Uoe, with a neat 
number of frigates, under the command oT the 
count D'OnriUiers, assisted by sereral other admi- 
rais in diflhrent divisions. The English ileet wae 
dirided into three divisions; the van commanded by 
admiral Harland, of the red, and the rear by Sir 
Hugh Palliser, of tfie Uae. The fleets came to 
•iKht of eaeh other on the twenty-third of July. 
When^ however, the French commander perceived 
titat Keppel's fleet had been reinforced he avoided 
an engagement, and as night was fost advancing, 
the latter formed a Itoe leavtog it to the enemy to 
make an attack. In the mormng the French had 
gained the weather-gage, by which they had it to 
their power to ha^aia or avoid an action. Admiral 
Kcppel bad many motives for attempting to bring 
on a general engagement ; one was the protection 
of two East India, and two West India fleets hour- 
ly expected. It was probable at the same timetfuU 
me French commander entertained hopes of a re- 
inforcement. Admiral Keppel disoonttoued the 
signal for vreservtog the line of battle, and put up 
that for cnastog to windward, to this manner be 
kept up a chase, to order to seise tlie first oppoT' 
tnnity of a change uf wtod, to bring the enemy to 
a dedsive action. 

BK0A6EMEMT BETWEEN KEPPBL AND 
lyORYILUERS. 



I only engage ai 
Brith hrfiipt hat 

. fleet, would enp 



Om the momtog of the twenty-soventti of July, 
the vire admiral of the Une was radier more to 
leeward than his station required, upon which ad- 
miral Keppel threw out a signal for several ships of 
that diviflon to chase to wtodward. About eleven 
o^clock the fleets were so shifted, by changes of 
wind, that an engagement seemed mevitable, while 
the Frenoh endeavoured to avoid it, by pntttog 
about to a eo ntiaiy tack, instead of lytog to, and re- 
ceiving the British fleet to a Une of battle on the 
same tack, so that the sUpe could only engage ek 
thej passed. In this situation any 
oooid reach the head of the Franidi fleet, 
gage with every ship to tteir line. This mode Is 
obvtously disadrantageons fev the purposes of a 

Keral engageaaent, but there was now no choice. 
F^rench began by filing fSram a great distance 
at the headmost of Sir Robert Bailand's division, 
who did not return a stogie ahot till diey came very 
near; die example waa followed by the reat of the 
British flec^ so that in a short time they were all 
to battto. Ilie action lasted about three noun, and 
both sides did oonsideraUo execution. As soon as 
the smoke permitted admiral Keppd to make an 
observation, he perceived that the viee admli al of 
the red, with part of ha dlvWon, had airenfiy tacked 
and waa atandtog towards the enemy, but thatnone 
of the other ahipa which were eooae out of action 
had yet ta^ed. Hia own ahip ttie Victory waa not 
to a dtodition finr immedtote tacktog ; but notwith- 
standing her damages, she was the first ship that 
wore of the centre division, and timt got round 
agato tawarda the enemy. Haultag down ttM alg- 
lud finr beetle, he made the aignal tor formtog me 
Une of battle »>head. The Victory now waa a-head 
of all the centre and red divisions, and had time to 
unbend her mato-topsall (which had been rendered 
totaUy nnserviceabic) while the sh^ astern were 
getlug into their respective situations. The vice- 
admiral of the.Uue was a-head of the Victory, his .- 

proper statioif, yet disrerarded the aignal, quitted vacate hia seat to the 

T 



hia stotion, passed hia admiral to leeward on tbe 
contrary tack, and never came toto the Itoe dnrtog 
the reat of the day. By this manoeuvre, the Vic- 
tory, the nearest snip to the enemy, was supported 
by no more than throe or four of her own aivisioo. 
Sir Robert Harland, with six or seven of bis divi- 
sion ready for service, was to the windward ; othor 
ships wero for astern, and five, disabled to their 
riggtoa. were at a gieat distance to leeward, so 
that eu the force which the admiral could collect 
for the enngement, at three o'clock, was twelve 
ships. The Irench, observing die expoaed situation 

S' the Britiah ahtoa 'whksh had follon to leeward to 
pair '*f'»agirir, formed an totent of cutttog them 
off from the reat of the Itoe. The admiral peroeiv- 
tog their deaijm, atood actoaa tbe van of the enemy, 
to a diagonuitoe, for the protection of tiia ahipa, 
ordertog Sir Robert Harland to form hia divlaion at 
a diatance aatem of the Victory toorder to cover the 
rear, untfl the v i ce admiral of the btoe ahould obey 
the aigoid, and bring hia divlaion toto ita proper 
atatlon : and tbia movement afterwaxda fonnisd the 
grand charge against admiral KeppeL Havtog ac- 
oonmlished. by his motions, the protection of the 
disabled flhrp^ he repeated his signals for the ships 
to come toto his wake ; but by some unfortunate 
repetition of the signal by toe viceedmiral, it Vas 
not obeyed as Kenpel totooded: The vice-admiral 
of the iMue stiB eonttoutog to windward, a frigato 
was despatobed to Um, wHh e Aui ess orders that 
he should bear down toto adndraJ Keppel's wake ; 
this produced no eflTect, and before another signal 
for these shtoe to take their stotion in the Itoe could 
he obeyed, night came on, and Intermpted all for- 
ther operattons. On the return of day-light, the 
British fleet descried tbe French fleet at an im- 
mense distance, bearing for the port of Brest } and 
to a fow hours they were entiroly out of sight. Tbe 
loss of' men to the British ships amounted to one 
hundred and thirty-toree slain and three hundred 
and seventy-three wounded. Private accounto 
foom IVBnce estimated toe Iom at two thousand 
killed and wounded. Leavtog a proper force for 
the mrotection of the homewanUbound flecita, admi- 
ral Keppel returned to Portamento to refit ; but hia 
C' lie letter, containtog an account of thia tranaac- 
, occasioned great apeentotion— bis desire to 
screen the misconduct w the admiral of the blue 
todnctog him to give sui^ a relation of tola engas e- 
ment as seemed to fanply great Impropriety of be- 
havfour to the oemmander himself. For no reason 
whatever was assigned fiir not reaewtog toe en- 
gagement to the aft e rnoon, except the exnectatfon 
of the admiTal, " toat the nench would fignt it out 
handsomely the next day." 



TRUL AND ACQUITTAL OF ADMIRAL KEP- 

PEL.^T1UAL AND DISORACE OF AQMI- 

RAL PALUSER. 

It was impossible, however, that toe tmto should 

not transpire ; and a well written letter appearing 

some time afterwards to ttie public prints, severely 

ag on toeeonduct of Sir Hugh Palusor, that 

tmmiJht proper to require from the com- 



mander tocmef aforaial disavowal of toe charges it 
oontatoed, and a pi^blic justlflcalfon of his c^racter. 
This the oommanoer absolutely andtodignantly de- 
ctoied, and toe vice-admiral fanmediately exhibited ar- 
ticlei of accusation against admiral Keppd, formis-' 
ooadnct and nej^eet of duty on toe twenty-aevento 
of July, altoongfa he had to the monto of October a 
aeeond time aaBed wito admiral Keppel, and had 
never befinro tola so much as whispered a word to 
hiaprqudice. 

Thelords of the admiralty, to the astonishment of 

the>nation, witoeut the least hesitation, and even 

wito apparent alacrity and satisfaction, fixed a day 

for toe trial of the commander to diief ; toe result 

of wUeh was to toe highest defree honourable to 

that brave and iqfured eflkoer, who waa not only 

unanhnoasly acquitted by the courtmarlial, but 

received toe thanka of both bouaea of parliament 

ftir hb aervioea. Sir Hugh PaBiaer afterwarda de- 

a couri«iartial ^pon Umaelf, whidi ter- 

to a alight cenaura only ; but the reaent- 

t of the public waa ao great, that it waa deemed 

expedient by the miniatera to accept hia successive 

resiffuations of his place at the board of admiralty, 

his lieutenant-generalship of marines, his govern- 

of Scarborough oaatie, and to peimit him to 

of commons. The ae* 
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qttittal of admiral Keppel waa e«l6faHt«d with illi»> 
ninatiooa and tt^foicniga M aD Parta of fhe kSnv- 
dom; and the honaes of lord Sandwich and Sir 
Hugh PalHser were inaidted by the popolace, and 
die demotttlon of them with diflcidty prerentad. 

The read^ acqoieeoence of the board of admiralty 
In the appoutmentof flie eout^iartial, on a charge 
ao groMly inTidiooa and n^f ost, gave Ae higfaeat 
diffast to the oOoera of the naTT. A atnmg m» 
morlal waa preaented to Ida m;^jeity on the anl^ifeet 
by the dnke of Bolton, rtgned by twelve admirala, 
with the TeneraUe Rawke at their head, atating to 
hla mi^estT, in atrong coloars, Ihe niaianm conae- 
qnencea which the precedent now introduced wonld 
Ineritably bring upon all naval aervice and ditci- 



pUne. " ft," nUL fhaae gallant deim4«l* of 
conntry , '< we had conceived that fhla boav4 had 
no leg^ nae of tiielr reaaon in a point of aneh d«- 
Ucaey and imp ort a nce, we ahodUi hare known on 
what tenna we aerved ; but we never did imagiDe 
it poaaible that we were to reoaive orden liram^ 
rad be aoooontable to, thoae who by law were *•• 
doced to become mere paaaive inamunenta lo the 
poanble ignoraaoe, maliee, or treadierv of any m- 
dlvidnal, who might think fttto diaam Ua m^eatyna 
nary of its beat and hlgheat oOcen. We eoaoalvw 
it to be diareapectfol to the lawa af our ommtry, to 
aappooe them capable of andi Baaaifart ii|jnatioe 
and abanrdity.'* 



NOTE TO CHAPTER XIV. 



1 Mr. Beltfham : Ifemoira of the Reign of George III. vol. iL 
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CHAFTJSR XV. 



Mttiimg qf ParlUameni^Dtbaie* on the Manifesto of the CommisHoner*-'Ij4tirs ^ Ireland— Votes ^ 
Censure tnm^ on Lord Sandwieh^Beturn of the Howes—Debates. tkereonSpaniards declare War 
—Regulation ofAHitHa—H^ar in Bast indies— In America— Descent on Virginia— Capture ^ Utonen 
Poimt-'BrUish attack Houtk CaroUna^tLenUsed at Okarlestown— Operations of French Fleet— Slete 
of Savannah bj/ the French and Amerieans—Siefe raised^-Oapture if the Srituh Settlements on the 
CoMt of Africa bff the French. 



MEETING OF PARLIAMENT. 



f llUB Moesikm of a new «acmy WMDod almoet to 
I obliterate firom tiie mindu oilhe P60|de erery 
reflection which their prerions diaaeten had pro- 
dnoed on the wretched state to which flie grose im- 
providence and inoapacity of nunjatrr had reduced 
Aem in the American war ; and eimer from the 
hopelettoneaa of the oonteet on the continent of 
America, or from reientment against the court of 
France, aU thoughts of the rednraon of the former 
■eemed to be pVen up by the tories thcmselTcs. 
Hie principal topic of conTorsatioa throoghoat Eng- 
land during ttie recess of parliament was the contest 
between tte adnunds Keppel and Palliser, and Ihe 
expected trial of the former. Whfle this was in agi- 
tation, tho parliament assembled on die twen^> 
sixth of Norember. It was remarkable that in the 
apeech from the tlirone, no mention whatever was 
made of the war in America. His mige^ty complain- 
ed londly of the miprovoked aggression of the court 
of France, which Vad not forMim to disturb the 
public traoquiUity, in violation of the fidth of trea- 
ties, and the rights of sovereigns, at first by the 
clandestine supply of arms, Sec. to the American re^ 
bels, and afterwards ^y evenly entering into en- 
gagements with the leaders of the rebellion ; by 
eommittij»g hostilities and depredations ; and by an 
invasion off his m^estv^ dominions in America, and 
Che West Indies. His majesty expressed also his 
regret that the efforts whiim had been made for dis- 
appointing the malignant designs of the enemy had 
not been attended with qH the success which the jus- 
tice of the cause, and the Tigorous ^exertions tliat 
had been made, seemed to promise. 

In die courw of the debates on the address from 
Oie house of commons, an amendment was pro- 

Cisod, inquiring " by what fiitel councils, and un- 
ppy systems of policy, this c o untry had been re- 
duced to her present sitnation.'" 
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DEBATES ON THE MANIFESTO OF THE 
COMMISSIONERS. 

• Ma. CoKB moved for an address to his mioesty, 
expresring that the sense of the house was directly 
against those exceptionable passages in the male- 
d»ory manifesto of the American commissioners, 
^ttdi were inconsistent with that humanity and 
ganctaue courage, that at all times have distinguish- 
ed the British nation ; subversive of the maxims 
.which have been estoblished among christians, and 
civi^ed communities; derogatory to the dignity of 
the crown of thb realm ; tending to debase the 
spirited subvert the discipline of his majesty's 
armie^Uid tfi expose his innocent sutgects, in all 
parts -9 his dominrans, to cruel and ruinous retalia- 
tions. . The proposed address was ngected by a ma- 
jority of tiro hundred and nine to one hundred and 
twentyttt«, 
^^ similai^taotion was made in the house ol loals 

Srlhe malSifc ^^ Rockingham, " expressing tiie 
•IdeasunnirfDe house at the manifesto issued via- 
<er the seaF^f Che American comminrionert on the 



third day of October last; and to acquaint his ma^ 
Jesty with the sense of tide house, tliat die ssid com- 
missioners had no authority whatsoever under the 
act of parliament, in yirtne of which they were ap- 
pointed, to make such declaration ; and numbly be- 
seechittg that the said manifesto be publidy disa- 
yowed by his majesty." The motion was negatived 
by a majority of seycnty-one to thirty-seven peers, 
thirty-one of whom joined in a protest of vncomnMm 
energy and ability. '* Hie public law of nations,** 
said their lordships, " in affirmance of ttie dictotes 
of nature and the precepts of religion, forbids ns to 
resort to tiie extremes or war upon our own opinion 
of their expediency, or in any case to carry on war 
for the purpose of desolation. We are shocked to 
see tiie first law of nature, * self-preserration^' per. 
yerted and abused into a principle destrnctiye of 
all otiier laws. Those obfecte of war which cannot 
be compassed by fair and honourable hostility, ought 
not to be compassed at alL An end that has no 
means but such as are imlawfbl, is an onlawfkil end." 
Among the names recorded on this occasion, we 
find that of the yenerable Shipley, bishop of St. 
Asaph, witii a long and fflustnons train of signa- 
tures affixed to this memorable protest; which, if it 
wanted any other recommendation to notice than 
its own intrinsic merit, m^^t widi pride recount 
the names of Rockingham, Camden, Effini^iam, 
and Harcourt. 

In the month of February, Sir Philip Jennings 
Clerk made another vain attesnpt to disqualify con- 
tracton from sitting in tike house. The motion was 
carried upon a division by a majority of one hun- 
dred and fif ly-cight to one hondrod and forty-three ; 
but on tiie second reading, the bill was lost upon 
the motion of referring it to a committee ; tiie quel- 
tion was rejected by a mitjority of. forty-one ; and 
the minister moved that it might be deferreii for 
four months, which was carried, and tiie bin conse- 
qnentiy lost. In a few days after, it was moved 
that the house should resolve Itself into a commit- 
tee, in order to consider of granting ftirther reKef 
to protestant dissenting ministers and school-mas- 
ters. Some of the bigotted tories opposed this tol- 
eration, but without effect, as the bul, ficamed for 
the purpose, waf carried through both lionses with 

AFFAIRS OF IRELAND. 

A SUBJICT of still greater difficulty next present- 
ed itself to tiie legislature, and tiiat was the griev- 
ances of Ireland. The complaints from that country 
became every day louder. Besides tiie losses sus- 
tained from the American war, and the andent 
restraints upon their commerce, an embargo bad 
been continued from the year 1770. Their be^and 
butter were perilling in their warehouMs, and 
their linen trade contracted to almost not^g. The 
embargo had answered no beneficial purpose. The 
want M Irish provisions had not retarded the arma- 
ments of the French, and their West India islands 
were supplied on as good terms as eur own islands 
with many articles. In the northern parts of Ger- 
many, and otiier constrics a^^ioining to the Baltic 
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the traden had began tiieir trade of oiuiiiff and 
pacUngbee^ and had tent conalderable quantitiaa 
qt it toTrendi markets ; and altfaoof h they had as 
yet made but slow progroM in the art, it was mri- 
dent tfiey soon wonld tafo it entirely from the Irish, 
vho did not scruple to aArm that me canse of the 
anbargo was merelv the aTvrice of oontraotors. 
Added to tiiese cbmpiainti, it was fonnd tliat die 
rents in Ireland had been rery much increased. 
The people were poor and deetitnte of employment; 
and although about twenty thousand of them had 
reoeired relief from charitable dona ti ons and snb- 
■criptions in Dublin, yet this was of small araO to 
the remedying of the general and growing eriL 
Lord Newbaren, in conoert wi& other memben of 
the house of commons, showed in strong terms that 
necessity ought now to impel us to the preserra- 
tion of what remained of our empire ; that, howerer 
loyal the Irish had proved hitiierto, yet there were 
bounds to which it would be both cruel and unjust 
to drire them ; and if we should remain tiieir mas- 
ters by a oontinnaiice of griping tyranny, as soon as 
a peace was established, they would emigrate to 
Amerioa, and transport to that countrv those mann- 
fliotores, arts, and mdustry, from which tills coun- 
try reaped undeniable adyantages. The exports 
frOTik iSigland to Ireland, on an average of ten 
years, amounted to two mUlions fifty-soTen thou- 
sand pounds yearly. The exports from Ireland to 
Engluid, upon, an aTevage of the same time, did not 
exceed one million tfiree hundred and fifty-three 
thoBsand pounds annually, so th^t the baluice of 
trade in UTonr of England exceeded soTon millions 
sterling in that time. This was exdusiTe of the fan- 
mense sums drawn from that country erery year, 
under the heads of, rents to absentees, pensions, 
and the emoloments of places to those who nerer 
saw the country ; appeals in law and equity ; busi- 
ness and pleasure. The deorease of tlie exports 
from England to Ireland during the last two years, 
amounted upon.an average to no less than 



hundred and sixteen thousand pounds per annum. 
On the other side, it was alleged, oat even If 
the distresses of Ireland were so great as were re- 

£ resented, it was not owing so much to the trade 
iws here, as to maleadmlnistration there ; and to 
faults in the internal constitution of their gorern- 
ment ; that if Ireland had suffered tram the Ameri- 
can war, England had suffered much more; and 
while gontlemon were apprehensiTe of a rebellion 
in Ireland, they should reflect on the much more 
daugerons consequences of one In England, which 
we had just cause to dread if any addition was made 
to the distresses of our manufteturers. Inilucnced 
by these and similar arfuments, and die remon- 
strances of some trading towns* the motion lor 
opening the trade of Ireluid to the West Indies vas 
lost by a mi^erity of four. 

MOTION OP CENSURE ON LORD SAND- 
WICH. 

• 

Ih the house of lords, the earl of Bristol moTed 
an address to the king, for the remoral of tbe earl 
of Sandwich. His lordship supported this motion 
in a speech, containing a very extensive display of 
political and professional knowledge. This noble- 
man afllrmed, - diat about seven millions more 
money bad been allotted for the support and In- 
crease of our nayy during the last seven years, dian 
in any former equal period : and that, during diis 
time, the decrease and de<dme of the navy had been 
In an inverse ratio to the excess of the expenditure. 
While such has been the unbounded liberality of 
parliament ; what, exciaimed the noUe lord. Is be- 
come of our nary t ,er. If there is no nary, what is 
become of enr money f the motion was r^ected 
by serene-eight Toices to thirty.nine Notwidi- 
etanding tnese repeated acquittals, however, the re- 
putation of lord Sandwich most deservedly anftred 
m the estimation of the public. 
■ Twenty-five lords united in a protest against diese 
proceedinss, and one was entered on die journals 
by die earl of Briatol himself, from which the fol- 
lowing appear to be the grounds of accusation. 
Since the year 1771, six milKon nh&e hundred and 
•srenteen thousand eight hundred and seventy-two 
pounds had been oraoted for narid purposes, more 
than was granted in an equal number of years, be- 
tween 1791 and 1759, for the use of the nary; al- 
thooch we had been four years«t war with Fkmnco 
within that oeriod.^. ^The navy was reduced from 



what it was In 1771. when locd Sandwi^ succeeded 
to the head of that board, notwithstanding the im- 
mense sums granted for its support and faacreaae 
since that time. No fleet waa sent out to watch 
the motions of die Toulon fleet, nor any reinforce- 
ment sent to kml Howe, upon intelligence of the 
said Toulon fleet. Admiral Keppel, with twenty 
sail of the hne, waa aent elf Brest, when the com- 
mieidoners of die admiralty knew, or ou^t to have 
known, Aat the French fleet then actually at Brest, 
and fittina for sea, eonsisled of thirty-two ships ef 
the Une. For want of relnforoement or instructions 
sent to adntad Barringtan, the Taluahle Island of 
XKimiaica was lost: and, no naral force having been 
sent to AiMca, we nad lost Senegal ; and lastty, the 
ad mir al ty , widiout any delihemdon wh a tsoever, 
predpitatelv ordered a courtmartial upon a eom- 
mander In chief, of great rank and character, thexe- 
by ftustratfaig the salutary intentions of that discre- 
tionary power, lodged by die constitutlen in the 
lords oommlsalonen for exeonting die ofllee of lord 
high admiral of Great Britain, whereby all malici- 
ona and ill-founded charges (by whomsoever exhi- 
bited) may be avoided, and the union and discipline 
of the service not liktenmpted. 

DEBATES 7N CONSEQUENCE OP THE 
RETURN OF THE HOWES. 

Ths return of lord and general Howe excited 
about this time considerable attention ; and as thrir 
characters had been covertly attacked by ministers, 
who wished to excuse their own ndsoonduct by 
throwing the blame upon the commanders, diey, 
as well as general Bnrgoyne, eamesdy solicited • 
parliamentary inquiry. The minister, on the con- 
trary, endeavoured to avoid all inquiry whatever, 
and insisted that periiament was not the place 
where it should be instituted. To this It was an. 
swered, that the conduct of ministers and that of 
commanden were too fatally connected in this wa^ 
and that the plans and die means must be examia. 
ed together. To deny the competence of the nouse 
to institute diis inquiry, was a daring violation of 
the privileges of paiiiunent. On this occasion Sir 
William Howe proposed that earl CornwaUis should 
be examined, ** as to the general conduct of the 
American war; to military points generiJIy and 
particularly.'' To this the minister mstandy pro- 
posed an amendment, " that lord Comwallis be 
called in and examined relatiTe to general and par* 
ticular military points, touching tho general eondnet 
of die American war." Nothing coiud exdto groat* 
er Indignation than this evasion of inquiry and 
truth ; but on a division, the minister carried his * 
amendment by one hundnsd and eighty-nine to ooe 
hundred and fifty-fire. The main question was re- 
jected by one hundred and eighty to one hundred 
and fifty-eight. Ilius all inquir^f appeared at an 
end ; but opposition were determined not to let it 

J>crlsh in this manner : they renewed the motioo 
or the examination of lord CornwaUis, a few days 
after, and were so ably supported, that no means 
employed by the minister were sufficient to pre- 
vent tho hearing of that noble lord. Besides hnd 
ComwnlUs, nuiior-general Grey, Sir Andrew Snape 
Hammond, with others, were examined, and the 
following nets resulted from their evidence. The 
force sent to America was at no time equal to the 
•elongation of the country, which proceeded partly 
from the aversion of the people to the govcmment 
of Great Britain, and paitlv from the nature of thn 
country, which obstructed many military opeara> 
tions. Several other local points were estabiwiedf 
which tended to a refutation of the charges brought 
against the commander in chief. It was, at the 
aame time, proved that the American minister had 
been constantly reminded of the difficult and im- 
practicable nature of the war, diat he had discrediCp 
ed what was said on tho sul^ect, and had not seat 
out the necessary supplies, and that the reinforce, 
ment he at length had. sent, came too late for any 
effectual purjiose. 

After a variety of Acts tending to the defence of 
the commander in chief, and tne censure of the 
American secretary, had been established, evidence 
was moved to be heard on the other side. Tho op* 
position at first reprobated the design of bringing 
up American refugees, pensioners and custom-house 
officers, to impoMh and sot aside the evidence of 
military men of high rank and great profeasional 
knowledge. This oloeotioA being overruled, ordecs 
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ironimwa far die attend— <w <f 
M», goaenl Jonaa, Jotei MaamB, and cfUbt 
Durisg tiM time tkac IsfaKVCBad between tiie e^D- 
iae uid Mpearanee of tiMae gentiauieii, evidence 
WM heard on fbe part of general Burgoyne. The 
officers examined were Sir Guy Carieton, the earl 
of fialcarraa, captain Money, the earl of Harring- 
ton, BH^or Forbes, captain Bloomlleld, and lien- 
tenantroolonri Kingaton ; aU of whom, ezceptingfhe 
Urst, were present during the wime campaign. 
This oTidence tended most clearly to acquit the genF> 
eral of every suspicion of misoondaot, and to estab- 
lish his oharaeter as an offioer of tlie flnt abilities, 
and peculiarly the favoorite of his army. Whether 
the general's orders for proceeding to Albany were 
peremptory or conditioDa], was stQl a matter of 
opinion : but two assertions were maniliesdy dis- 
prBTcd, via. that general Philips at the time of the 
conrention ofliBred to foroe his waj, with a part of 
the army, from Saratoga bardc to llooBderoga ; and 
tliat the late general naser had disapprored passing 
the Hodson river* 

This examination being cloeed, the wiftneasee, 
bronkht in opposition to those examined on the part 
of Sir William Howe, now attended. Thehr eH- 
denee tended to establish the most absurd of all 
assertions, that a great BM(^ty (two thirds, or four 
fifths) of the people were attadied to fhe British 
government, uidthat the force sent l»ttt was entire- 
ly competent to have broni^t the war to a speedy 
coQcIoaioB: that the coonlry of AmiTTifta did not 
aHord any extraerdinarv oB s true t lons to military 
operations ; that the rebm force was always inferior 
to the reports spread concerning it. The particu- 
lar mancouvrcs of general Howe were reprobated 
by some of the wito oss es, particularly one of the 



name of Galloway, who had oeen a lawyer in Ame- 
rica, and a memlier of co n gres s , and who had come 
ever to general Howe at a tine when the American 
cause was apnarently ruined. In consequence of 
the diarges which this person laid against Sir Wil- 
liam Howe, that commander requested that a par- 
ticular day should be appointed on which ho nught 
bring witnesses to prove the falsity of tiie asser- 
tions ; but this was refnsed, and the committee was 
dissolved on the twenty-ninth of June, without 
comtog to a single resolution on all the important 
matter which had been submitted to them. 

^VLile such were t^e disnacefol proceedings ci 
flie commons, the duxe of Richmond was engaged 
in strenuously promoting an inquiry into the aboses 
of Greenwich no^tal in the lM>use of lords. The 
rejection of (he inquiry through the influence of 
the execrable Sandwich and the other ministers, is 
perhaps the best proof that could be addooed ttiat 
the complaint was well founded. 



WAR DECLARED BY SPAIN. 

Thk Spanish manifesto declaring war against 
Britain, was introduced by a royal message, 
June seventeenth, 1770. As dus event had been 
repeatedly foretold by the minority, and aJl along 
treated with contempt by tiie ministry, it is not to 
be supposed but the verification of these predic- 
tions must now produce the most severe reproachee 
on those who had despised them. They were in^ 
deed reminded with great severity of ueir obsti- 
nacy, blindness, and absurdity ; of the contempt 
trith which they had treated eveiy warning of dan- 
ger, the triumph which they had constantly ex- 
pressed at the foUj and ignorance of opposition for 
entertaining such ideas. Spain, said the ministry, 
could have no interest in joining our enemies : they 
had colonies of their own, and would never set 
such an ill example to them, as to assist our rebel- 
lions colonists. Nay, those ministers, whose daily 
Conduct proved them to bo incapable of managing 
their own affairs witfi any degree of propriety /baa 
the matchless cfl^ntcry of setting tiiemsetves up as 
atatesmcn and politicians for the house of Bonroon, 
and of knowing the interests of France and Spain 
better than they did themselves. 

MlLrriA REGULATIONS. 

All theso heavy charges, however, wore diare- 
g urded. A reiolution was taken to oppose this new 
enemy as well as the others, and at the same time 
^never to submit to the idea of American indepen- 
dence. As die national danger was now undeniably 
very great, it was proposed by the minister to in- 
crease the Ailitia to double its number. To this the 
opposition consented; though they considered it as 



p fuhaMy In^ ac tlcabie, or •wn dniiwoaa, from 
the imprehenaions they bad of ita bmg violend v 
eppeoM bv the people at large ; and that ahmg_ with 
sereral ouor causes of olgectioa, it would in its-ef- 
fect goto the annihilation of the regular or standing 
armv, in cutting off its usual and only means of sup- 
ply trota the reerniting service. The raising of new 
regiments appeared to them to beTasdypreferaUe ; 
and ttiey severely reproved ministers for the con- 
tinnanoe of that wretched s^tem of poU,ey which 
had hittMrto led them to rtQeet with mdiirarenoe^. 
and even contempt, the libml and patriotic dfors s 
made by sevcond of the peers in opposition for rais- 
ing regnnents at their private expense for the de- 
fence ot their country. Bat that narrow predilec- 
tion in favour of men of a certain description, and 
particularly of tiho nortiiem put of the iuand, was 
StQl predominant, and would oontinne while there 
was any thine eiuier to bestow er to lose ; and thus 
the dulbB of Ratland, the eazl of Derby, and others 
of the oldest English nobility, the hereditary sup- 
porters of the airone and conatitntion, met within- 
difnarense or insult in tiieir generous offers for the 
aerviee and preservation of their country, in this 
season of peiu and distress. It was observed, with 
great acrimony, on this occasion, that all these gen- 
erous and di smtor e s ted offers came from such as 
ministry had stigmatised with the title of leaders or 
partisans ofihetion, and who were constantly repre- 
sented as enemies to government ; whilst not one of 
those who had grown rich in her spoils, or great in 
her ruin, whether ministers, oontmctors, coort fa* 
vouiites, or lung's friends, had offered to raise a 
single man, or to expend a shilling In its defence. 

As the minister did not profess any attachment 
to this particular mode of defence, a great variety 
of amendments were proposed. The only one of 
any consequence, however, which was carried 
through, was for tiie raising of volunteer companies, 
to be attached to the militia regiments of the county 
or district to which tiiey bdonged ; and for tiiis 
purpose the lordJieutenanta of counties were em- 
powered to grant commissions to officers, as high as 
the rank nf Ueutenan^colouel. in proportion to the 
number of men they were able to j^rocure. Bat 
when the committee had sat on tins subject till 
midnight, the house was no sowier resumed, than 
they were surprised by the faitroduction of a new 
bill of another nature. This was to take awav, for 
a limited time, the legal exemptions from being 
pressed on board the navy, which several descrip- 
tions of men and apprentices belonging to the sea, 
or in some degree to maritime affidrs, nad hitiierto 
alloyed ; and also for suspending, for a time, the 
right of suing out a writ of habeas corpus, for such 
breaches of these exemptions as had slready taken 
place from the seventeenth of that month, or as 
might still take place before the final ratification of 
thebilL 

Such an extraordinary propoaal, militating so 
strongly against the liberty and security of the sub- 
let, was severely censured. The manner of bring- 
ing it forward indeed, at so late an hour, and in a 
very thin house, became a subject of oomiuaint even 
more tiian the proposal Itself, which was likewise 
condemned upon nuuxy accounts, but particnlarly 
for being a breach of faith between the lenslatore 
and the people, which should ever be held most 
sacred. AU tnis , however, was justified on the plea 
of necessity ; and the time of bringing it in was 
said to be chosen on purpose for the greater secrecy 
and despateh, and to prevent the effect of the bill 
firom beina defeated oy the knowledge of its do- 
rign, which the public prints would have spread 
through the whole nation. The measure itself was 
justified fipon the ground already mentioned^ and 
the proposer romanLed, that he could not avoid be- 
ing astonished at the horror which was now ex- 
pressed with respect to compulsion, when they 
were but newly risen frtim a committee wherein 
they had been for ten hours engaged in framing a 
compulsive law whereby arms would be forced into 
die hands of thirty thouaand men contrary to their 
inclination. 

The militia bill, like aB othen proposed by minis, 
try, was easily carried tiirough the house of commons ; 
but in that of the lordk, it not only niet with a vig- 
orous opposition fri>m the advene party, but was 
even much more coolly received by the friends of 
government themselves than might have -been ex- 
pected. Neither were the lords-Ueutenants of 
countiiis in general at all satisfied vv-ith the bill. In 
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ufivrnwit muBber, aboiild stand m pmrt of the bQl f 
It WM eairiod in ttie negatire by Udrty-nino to 
tironty-C«ro. In tfato debate it wm remartaWo, fltnt 
ttio lorid pxvaident of tiie council, and both socreta- 
rios of state, Toted against the ooapolsory princi- 
ple of the bUL 

Loid. Nordi oonld not conceal Us chagrin, nor his 
diasatiBftction vitit the condoct of his ooUeagnes. 
A new question, howerer, now arose, which prth 
dnoed a oonaiderable debate : For the militia being 
considered bj several mapiien as a WMm/Bj'VM, 
they insisted, timt no noMndinent of tlie lords 
conld be admitted, widioat « surrender of their 
own most Taluable and peculiar pririlege; tn 
wback reason the liill ought now to be totally re- 
jected. But the minister, eonsidering that it was 
absolutely Incumbent on him to do • somediing 
which might at least haTO the appeaance of re« 
garding the public defencu and security, defeermin. 
ed in the present instance to oreriook. ^e point of 
pririlege. jyFter.many ingenious argument! on 
both rides, therefore, the blu was carried by a mn- 
jority of sixty-three to forty-Are. 

The pariiamft was not profogned till the Odrd 
of July. 

WAR IN INDIA. 

About the latter end of the preoeding year hos- 
tilities had commenced in the Bast Indies. The 
Bast India coinpany baring formed a design of ex- 
tirpating the French power in India, transmitted 
Instrucaons for an attack upon Pondicherry. If ^ 
jor-general Monro, commander of the company's 
troops on ti»e> coast of Coromandel, about the twen- 
ty-first of August found bis troops in snficievt 
strength for (he siege, and immediately took pos- 
sesrion of the bound-hedge, within cannon shot of 
the fortifications, by wbioi all communication with 
the country was cut off. Some unaroidable delays 
prerented the fvthcf operations of the beriegen 
vntil the sixth and serentfi of Septembor. when 
tbey broke ground both on the nordt and south 
sides of the town. By dils time their operations 
were greatly assisted by tiie Englista fleet under 
iiir Edward /emon, who had sailed from Madras, at 
die end of July to block up Pondicherry. As soon 
as he anired on his station he perceived a French 
fleet, under M. de IVonjoUy, consisting of one 
ship of sixty-four, one of tliirty-six, one of thirty- 
two runs, and two French East India ships armed. 
Sir Edward Vernon's fleet consbted of one sixty, 
one twenty-eigh^ one twenty gun-ship, a sloop, 
and an East Indiaman. An engagement ensued. 
And with so much loss to the French, that they 
dared not to hazard anodier, but abandoned Pon- 
dicherry, which now was blo^Led up both by sea 
and land. The garrison, under M. de BeIlecondb«, 
gOTemor and general commandant of aJI the 
nench settlements in India, made abrare defence. 
Before the middle of October, howerer, the artil- 
lery of the besiegers had gained so mtum superio- 
rity, diat preparations were made for a general as- 
sault. On the day preceding, the governor, in or- 
der to save useful lives, and prevent bloodshed 
widiout advantage or honour, offered to capitulate. 
The conditions were generous, and agreeable to 
the conquered. About thirty pieces of artillery, 
aefviceable and unserviceable, fell into the hands 
of the victors, together with all public pnroperty ; 
the private was secured to the ownen. The com- 
nany's troops, which amounted to ten thousand 
fire hnndred men, lost about two hundred and 
twentv-four slain, and sK hundred and ninety-tbree 
Wounded; tlie garrison, amounting to three dion- 
sand, had two hundred nnn killed, and four hun- 
dred and eighty wounded. 



CAMPAIGN IN AMERICA. 
I979.>-Tas BrMsh army in America seem 



to 



bare aimed at little more, during the campaign of 
1779, in the states to the northward of Carolina, 
than distress and depredation. Haring poblidy 
announced their resoludon of m^og " the colo- 
nies of as Utde avail as possible to their new con- 
nections," they planned several expeditions on this 
principle. 

One of these, consisting of both naval and land 
force, was committed to sir George Collyer and 
general Matthews, who made a descent on Viifi- 



On the tenth of lUv they muBed for Pta<^ 
mouth, and oa their arriral took poasesalon of that 
defenoeleds town. Th» remains of Norfolk on Hw 
oppoaita side of die river, Ml of oonmo into i^iili 
liands. The Americans burned some of (b«ir nwn 
vessdsJbut others were made priaas by the invn- 
ders. The Britiih guards manmed olihtoOTi milee 
in the night, and axriving at Suflblk^^ momlBg. 
proceeded to the destruction of Tnasoli^ naval 
stores, and of a large magarine of previsions. wUdi 
had been deposited in that place. A slmflar dnt- 
truction was carried on at Kenn^s Laikding, Shep- 
herd's Gosnortp Tamiei's Creek, and other pilaeaa 
in the vicwity. Hie' frigates and aimed 
were employed on tne same burinees ak 
margin of ,the rivers. Three thoosaad hoi 
of tobacco were taken at PortrnKwIh. Ever 
in Suffolk was burnt except die church aiiA one 
dwelling-honse. The houses of several private 

Kdeman In die oonntry shared dm same fata. 
ve a bandied and durty TesBuh were rithar 
destroyed or taMn. All diat wen iqpon Ihm stoeka 
were named, and every thing raladva to the Imild- 
ing or fttting of shipe, was eidmr carried off «a 
destroyed, ihe fleet and army, after demoUdiiac 
Fort Nelson, and setting Are to the stofin lioasaat 
and other pyJic buildi npi in the dodcyaid at Oga- 
port, embvked from Yvginia, and returned willh 
their prises and boot^ safo to New-Teifc, la tha 
saomamnth in which they had left it. This 
ditio^ into Yirghiia distraased a nmriber of Us 
habitants, and enriched the British forces, but 
of no resi serviee to the royal cause. It waa pi 

snmed, diat by involving die ddnns in losses ai 

distr cwe s , they would be brooght to rafleet oa d^ 
advMOtaaes of submitting to a power, againet wld^ 
they had not the means of defending thsiiisoliua; 
But the temper of the times was anfovearafale tn 
these views. Such was the higfa-toaad elace of 
the American mind, that property had oeapantiTa. 
" lost its ralne. It was foshionable to eaftr hi 



the causa of Indapendenoe ; some hearty whifi 
gloried in their losses, with as an<ch pride aa 
othen gloried hi thefar pesaemiens. Iha BritidL 
supposing the Americans to be fcaflaennad by " 
consideralions which bias men in die laagaid eea 
of tranqnU life, and not reflectfaig on the 
which enthuaiastie patriotism is wflMng to 
pro c e ed ed in their schemes of distiesi : bat tkm 
more extensively ^^^^T carried en tUs mode ct 
wacfore, die more obstacles they creatod to Om 
reunion of -^e empire. In abeat flva wanks after 
the teAninatlon of the expedition to Yliglnia, a 
similar one was projected against the expeeed mar- 
gin of Connecticnt. Governor IVvon w» apptrint. 
od to die command of about two diousand m haa. 
dred land forces, employed on this bnsiaess^ and 
he was supported by general Gardi. Urn trane. 
ports whiqn oe n veyed these troops, ware covereA 
by a suitable number of armed vessdis, coBunaa4. 
ed by Sir George Collyer. On die Mb of July 
tber oroceeded from New- York by the way td 
HeU-Gato, and landed at Bast-Bavcn. Die loyu 
commanders issued an address to the inhabitants, 
to which they inTited them to retam to their duty 
and allegiance, and promisefl protection to all who 
should remain peaceably in their usual nlaee of ra- 
sidence, except the dvlf and military omoen of fSbm 
goTornment. It also steted «that thefar piop c ity 
faiy stm within the grasp of that power, whose lea- 
ity had persisted A iti mfld and noble eflortoy 
diough branded with tlie most unworlify in^uta- 
don : that the existence of a single house on their 
defenceless coast, ought to be a constant reproof 
of their ingradtude : that they who lay so mai^ ia 
the British power, afforded a strIkfa^' monament of 
dieb mercy, and therefore ought to set die flrat ex- 
anaple of returning to their allegiance.'' 

One of the many addresses, from which flha ahora 
extract is taken, was sent by a flag to ooional 
Whidng of the militU near Fuifleld. The Coloa^ 
was allowed an hour for Us answer, bat ha had 
scarcely time to read it before the town was hn 
flames. He nevertheless returned the Ibllowinc 
answer: " Connecticut haring noUy dared to laka 
up arms aaalnst the cmel despcHtism of Great Bvi. 
tain, and the flames having preceded die answer to 
your flag, diey will persist to opposd to the atmoet, 
the newer exerted acainst hjured Innooenoe."* 
The British marclied from thev landing to New- 
Haven. The town, on their entortog It, was dA. 
livered np to promiscuous plunder, a 
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■Unea* off fMotaottoa -excepted. Alter perpetratiaf 
mtmry spe^e* of enonnlCT, but that of buming 
teuea, tM taradon soddenly re-eiDb«rked, and 
|ttoceodod by water to Fairfield. The miUtia of 
mat place and die Tlciiiity poeted theaaaelTea at the 
eoart-boaM freen, and gare cpaaidendde annoy* 
«iioe to them, aa they were adTaadnc, bat aoen re- 
treated to theheiriit at the back of ttw town. On 
the approach of tfia Brltiah die town waa oracuated 
by OMMt of itt inbafaitanta. A Ibwwanen remained, 
with ttie view of saving their property. Towaxdo 
•re&iag they began to bom tibe honeei, whidk they 
had prevloualy plmidered. Tbm women begged 
gieneral IVyon to apare the town. Sam, the epis- 
copal ninlater, who had amfined Iter liu attaehaent 
to the iroyal eanae. Joined the women in diair re- 
qaeata, bat dieir joint mppllcaliona ware disre- 
garded. They tlienbegaed mat a few lioaaei might 
be spared for a geneni shelter. This was at mt 
denied ; but at length IVyon oonseafesd to save the 
buildings of Burr and of Ulls^ and also said, that 
die houses lor pubKo worship should be npared. Af> 
ler his departure on die next morning wuh dm main 
body, tibe rear<guard, oonabdng of Oenaan yagers, set 
ire to every thing which IVyon had spared ; but on 
their departure die inhabitants extfiigniahed ^e 
iames. and aaved some of the h ou s es. The mlSda 
were joined by numbers froiu die oouatry, wldch 
snrremiyely catee to their aid, but dioy were too 
ftw to make eiTectual opposition. 

The Britisli. in tids excursion, also burned East- 
Haven, and tne grsataot part of Green's ftums,and 
the flouxishlDK town of Nonralk. A considerable 
nvMber of shqps, eidier finished or on the stocks, 
with whale-boats, and a large amount of stores and 
merchandise, were destroyed. Pardeular accounts 
of these devastadons were, in a short time, trans- 
mitted br aadiority to congress. By these it ap- 
neated that diere were burned at Norwalk two 
■ onses of public worddp, eighty dwelllng4iouseB, 
eighty seven bams, twenty two stores, seventeen 
finv mills* and five vssssls ; and at FftMald 
tmt houses of pnbHo worship, fifteen dwelHng- 
I, eleven burns, and several stores. Congress, 
leivtnr sadslhetory attestation of the ravages 
of dm Bfltlii in thto and odier similar expoditfons, 
on the nineteenth of July resolved, " To dtfeot their 
maifne comn ti tt e e to take the most eflbctual meas. 
avee to carry Into execution dieir maniftsto of Oc- 
tober the thirtieth, 1778, by bunting erdestroving 
the towns belonging to the enemy in Great Britain 
dr dm Woit linaes ;* but their raeolve was never 
onneunno eneec 

While the British were moceediag In these de- 
aolatinc opeiuflons, flaneral Washli^iton wis called 
upon tor continental troops. 



he 



very few. He durst not detach largely, as he 
prehended that one design of the British in'th< 



conid spare 
«P- 



to draw otr a pr opo r tion of his ar- 
tfiy from West Print, to flivour an tiitended attack 
on that important post. General Parsons, though 
e l oee l y connected with Connectieut, and diongh 
from bis smaU Ibroe he was unable to make success- 
fhl epposition to the invaders, vet instead of press 
tag Mttortl Washington ftir a luge detachment of 
ooiiaaental troops, wrote to him as foBows : " The 
Brllish may probably distrete the country exceed- 
ingly by die ravages diey win cotouit : but I would 
rattier see all die towns on the ooast of my country 
i» flames, than that the enemy should possess Wcet 
PMnt." *~^ 

WhOe dw BittMk were saoeesBfaBy making these 
desultory operations, the American army was in- 
capdble of covering thb country. The former, hav- 
ing by means of thefar s up erkn marine fiirce the 
OO Hnn ii n i l of dm numerous livers, bays, and har- 
bours of the United States, had it in their powor to 
Slake deseento where diey pleased, with an expedi- 
tion dmt oould not be equalled by the American 




to becot up to detail. It was dierefore his uniform 
practi^, to risk no more by way of covering die 
country dian was consistent with the generafsafs- 

ty. 

His uraiy was posted at some distance lipom Bri- 
tish head-quarterf in New-York, and on both sides 
of the North River. The advance consisting of 
three hundred infimtry and a hundred and fifty 
Auvafay, under die command of cidonel «Anthony 
Walton WUto, patrqiod constaady, for se?rrai 



months, in front of the British Hoes, and kept a 
conatent watch on the Sound and on die North 
Rirer. This corps had several skirmishes with par- 
ties of the Brifldi, and was particularly nsefm in 
checking their excursions, and in pmicuxing and 
communicating intidUgence of their movements. 
About diis time, general Patnam, who had been 
stationed widi a respectable command at Reading 
in Connecticut, when on a visit to faaa outpost at 
Horse Neck, was attacked lyy oovemor Tryon with 
about fifteen hundred men. General Pntmun had 
only a piquet of a hondfed and fifty men, and two 
Iron fisCd-pleces without hoi 



, „ oedragropcs. He^ 

however, planted his cannon on die nii^ aroufid, 
near the meeting-house, and by several Ares r». 
tarded die advanang enemy, and contlnned to make 
opposition tfll he perceived the enemy's hoise, su^ 
ported by the inlhn^y, were about to diarge. Gen^ 
eral Putnam, after ordering the ploqoet to providu 
fnr diabr safety, by retiring to a swamp Inacremible 
to horse, galloped down the prec ipi ce at dmdwreh. 
This is so steep as to have artificial stairs, composed 
of nearly one nnndred stone ateps, finr tkie accom- 
modation of Ibot passengers. The dragoons stopped 
shoT^ without venturing down the abrupt docunty, 
and befote dmy got round die brow of the Uai, Pnt- 
ihr enough beyond dieir reach; of the 



asany bails that were fired at hfan, aO missed except 
one. which went dvough Ids hat. He proceeded 
to Stamford, and having strengthened ms picquet 
with some militia, freed about and pursued gov- 
ernor Tkyoa en his return. 

OAFTURB OF STONEY POINT. 

Trb campaign of 1779, though barren of Impor- 
tant evento, was distinguished by one of the most 
gallant enteiprises on die part of the Americana 
which took puce in die course of the war. Tfala 
was the captuse of Stoney Potait on the North Riv- 
er. Geneni Wayne, who had the honour of con- 
ducting tills enterprise, set out on the fifteendi off 
July at the head of a strong detachment of die 
most active Infontry in die American aimy at noon, 
and completed a march of about fourteen miles, 
over bad roads, by eight 0*010^ ta die evening. The 
detachment being dmi within a ntile and a half of 
tea ol^ect, was halted and formed into columns. 
Hie general with a few of Ms ollleers, advanced and 
teoonnottred the works. At half past deven the 
whoto moved forward to die attack. Hie van of the 
right, consisting of a hundred and flftv vnlunteen 
under the comand of Heutenantcolonel Floury, ad- 
vanced with unloaded mudLeta and Axed bayoneta. 
These were preceded by twenty picked men. who 
wercpartlcniarlyinsvuctedto remove the abbatia 
and odier obeu u ctlons. The vun of the left was led 
by m^ior Steward and advanced with unloaded 
muskets and fixed» bayonets. It was also preceded 
by a similar forlorn hope. The reneral placed 
lumself at the head of die ri^ coumm, and gave 
the most poteted ordem not to fire, but to depend 
solely on dm bayonet. The two oolumns directed 
thefar attacks to oppoalte pointo of the works, whfle 
a detachment enpiiged tlw attention of die ga rr is on 
by a feint in^ their front. The approaches were 
Bsera dUBcnlt than had been apprdieaded: the 
woiks were defended by a deep morass, which waa 
also, at that tlme^ overiowed by the tide. Neither 
the doublo row of abbatfs, nor die 



the 

strength of the woiks, damped dm ardihir of the 
ass a il a n ts. In the free of a most tremendous fire 
of mnsketnr, and of cannon loaded with grape-sho^ 
they forced dieIr way at the pofait of the bayonet^ 
through every obstaue, until ooth cdmnns met in 
the centre of the works at nearly the same instant. 
General Wayne, as he passed die last abbatis, waa 
wounded in the head by a musket baH, but never- 
th s i sBS insbted on being carried forward, addina 
as a reaaon for it. *« That If he died he wished it 
aright be In the fo.t.* Two flags, two standards, 
flfteen piecee of ordnance, and a considerable qoan^ 
tity of military stores, teH into tb» hands of die con- 
querors. Tm vigour and spirit with Which this 
enterprise was conducted, was matter of triumph 
to the Americans. Upon the capture of Stoney 
Potat, die victon tamed its artillery against Yer- 
plank's Point, and fired upon it with such eflbc^ 
toat the shipping bk Ita vicinity cut dwir cables and 
fell down the river. As soon as the news of these 
evento reached Ne#-York, preparations were in- 
standy made to relieve dm latter post and tore- 
cover the former. It by no means acewdcd with 
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the cautioiu prndeace of geoerml WufainctoD, to 
riik tax engagenuint for either or for both of diem. 
He therefore remored the cannon and stores, de« 
•troyed the works, and eracuated the captured 
post. Sir Henry Clinton regained possession of 
Stonev Point, on the third day after its capture, 
and plaoed in it a strong earrifoo. 

Thie sticcessfol enterprise of the Americans at 
Stoney Point was speedily followed by another, 
which equalled it in boldness of design. Hits was 
the surprise of tibe British garrisMi at Powles 
Hook, opposite to Now- York, which was effoctod 
on Jidy the nineteenth, by M^or Lee, widi aboat 
thfee hundred and fifty men. Major Sutherland 
tko commandant, with a number of Hessians, got 
off safe to a small blook-lmnse on the left of the 
fort, bat about thirty of his men were killed, tad 
one hundred snd sixty taken prisoners. Hie loss 
of the Americans was inconsiderable. Mitfor Lee, 
in confonnity to the ovders ho had receiTod. made 
an immediate retreat, witfurat waiting to destroy 
eithttr the barracks or the ariiUery. 

UNSUCCESSFUL ATTACK ON PBNOBSPOT. 

Thbsb adTantages were more than counter- 
balanced, by an unsuccessful attempt made by the 
rtate of Massadraseti on a British post at Penob- 
scot. Coiond Madeane, by the mrection of Sir 
Henry Clinton, on tim sixteenth of June landed with 
a detachment of rix hundred and fifty ipen firom 
Halifax, on the banks of Penobscot Rirer, in the 
eastern confines of Nev-Englaud, and proceeded 
loon after to construct a fort In a well chosen rita- 
ation. This occasioned an alarm at Boston : and to 
counteract the establishment of the post, Tigoroos 
measures Were resdTed upon. That anned Tea- 
sels, transporti, and sailors, mi^t be secured for 
an expedition, which was Immediately projected 
for tus purpose, an embargo for linrty days was 
laid by the state of Massaohusets on all thetr ship- 
ping. A conaiderable armament, consisting of eign- 
teen armed resseb bes id e s transports, was Med 
■ eut with extraordinary expedition, and put under 
the command of commodore SaltonstaL The largest 
▼easel in this fleet was the Warren of iliiH|.«wo 
guns, eighteen and twelre pouaden. The others 
varied firom twenty-four to twelre guns. A body of 
land forces, conrniauded by general Lorel, em- 
barked on Oils expedition. On the twenty-fifth of 
Jnly, the American fleet, consisting of durtyeeren 
sail, appeared off Penobscot. CMonel Madeane 
had four days beliinne gained tnfinrmation of u^at 
was intended against hun. This induced him to re- 
dooble his exertions in streagtheninf ble fint, 
which was in an unfinished state. Two of die 
bastions were untouched : the remaining two were 
in no part above four or five feet high ; die ^tch 
was only aboat tiuree feet deep ; tibere was no 
platform laid, nor any artillery mouated. The 
American general, on ais laadiag, sunaaoaed the 
eoloael to surrender ; which beiag refused, he pio- 
ceeded, oa the tweaty-eighth of July, to ereet a bat- 
tery at die distance of seren huadred and fifty 
yards. A caanooadiag coiamaiced, and was kept 

a' for about a fortnif ht, but without aay coasider- 
le effect.- While the besiegers were makiag pre- 
paradoas for aa assault, which they had ia 4»«nM^ai- 
ate ooatempladon, Sir George CoUyer appeased 
full in view, with a squadMm for the leUer of the 
pnison. He had sailed from Saady Hook oa 
aeaiiag of the iateaded attack oa cokmel Ifac- 
leaae's party, aad ia about elevea days arrived ia 
th^ rivei^ Penobscot. His marine force coaristed of 
the Raisonafale of sixty-four guns aad fire Mgatee. 
The Americaas at first made a show of resii 
but thev iateaded no more thaa to gire the 
porta tnae to move up the river, that the 
Blight have an opportuaitv of laadiag aad w>«fc»"g 
dior flscane. Tae superior force aad wei^t of 
of the Raisonable was irresistible, aad the 
of the Aaiericaas was impracdeable. A 
feaeral flight oa the oae side, aad a geaersl chase 
oa the other, took place. Sir George destroyed 
nod took seveateen or eighteea armed vessels. 
The Americaa soldiers aad sailors had to retara a 
great part of their way by land, aad to explore their 
ronta ourough thick woods. 

BRITISH SDCCBSSES TO THE SOUTHWARD. 

Tboooh the war was earned on for litUe more 

than distress or depredation in the northern states, 

the r0-«stabiishment of British goverameat was 



seriously attempted ia Caroliaa aad Georgia. Af- 
ter the reductioa of Savaaaah, a great port of the 
state of Georgia was restored to the kiag's peace. 
The royal army in that quarter was strenguieaed 
by a aumotius reiaforcemeat fiam East-Florida, 
aad the whole was put under the command of 
au^or geaeral Provost. The force thea in Georgia 
gave a serious alarm to die adjacent states. Tbera 
were at that time but few oontiaenta] troops ia 
Georgia or South-Carolina, and scarcely any in 
Norta-CaroUaa, as duriag die late tranquillity in 
die southern states, they had been detached to 
serre ia the maia army commanded by general 
Washington. A body of militia was raised and seat 
forward by North-CaroBaa to aid her ncighbooia. 
These joiaed the ccndaenfal troi^, but aot uU they 
had retreated out of Georgia, and takea post ia 
Suuth-Caroliaa. Towards the dose of tlm year 
1778, geaeral Lincoln, at die reqacst of the dde- 
gates of South-CaroUaa, was appelated by coagreas 
to take the coaimaad of their southern anoy. 

This consistad oaly of a few huadred cont»4 
To supply tile deficiency of regular soldieta, a 
sidenibie body of adlitut was ordend to jda him, 
but they added amch more to his auaibecB thaa to 
his eflbcdre^broe. 

Tliey had aot yet learaed die implidt diedieaoe 
aeoessary fiv miutary operadoas. Accustomed to 
acdrity oa their farms, they could aot bear dM 
laagour of aa eacampmeat. Having grown up in 
hablti of fr eed om and independence, they reluct- 
andy submitted to martial disdpliue. The royal 
army at Savaaaah beiag reiaferoed by the juncnon 
of the ttamm finom St. Augusdae, was ia condition 
to extend OMir posts. Tlie first object was to take 
pnssoBsiea ef Port Royal, ia South-Caroliaa. Mi^^ 
Gardiaer, widi two huadred mea, being detadbed 
widi this view, landed on the isluid ; but general 
Moultrie, at the head of aa equal number of Ameri- 
cans, in which there were only aiae regular sol- 
diers, attacked aad drove him off it. Thbadvaataga 
was priadpaUy gaiaed 1^ two fidd-pieces, whidi 
were wdl served by a party of Charlestowa mflida 
artillery. This repulse restraiaed the British from 
attempting any immediate enterpiise to the nosth- 
ward of Savannah ; but they fixed posts at Ebeneser 
aad Augusta, and extended themselves over a 
great part of Georgia ; they also eadeavonred to 
streagthea tiuRasdyes by retaforoemmitB ftma the 
torios, ia the western settiaaeati of Georgia and 
Garohaa. 

Eaiissaries were seat amoag the >nh||i|^ts of 
that description, to encourage them to n^fcieral 
insunectioa. They were assured that if timy em- 
bodied aad added their force to that of die Uag^ 
army ia Georgia, they would have such a deeded 
superiority as wouU aiake a speedy ratura toflheir 
homes practicable, oa their owa terms. Several 
hundreds of them acoordini^y rendesroosed, and 
set off to join the royal forces at Augusta. Amoag 
those who called themsdves loyalists, there weae 
maay of the most infaaious characters. Their gea- 
eral complexioa was that of a plundoring baadstti, 
more sottcilous for booty tikaa for the hoaour aad 
iaterest of their royd master. At every period b»> 
fore the war, die westera wilderaem of theoo 
states, which extended to the Mississippi, allbrded 
aa asylum for die idle or disorderly, who disreliA- 
ed the restraiati of d? il sodety. While the war 
raged, the demaads of militia duty aad of taxes, 
coatnbuted much to tlie peophag of dmse romote 
setdemeats, by holdiag out prospeots of exemption 
tram the coatrol of goverameat. Aaioog these 
peoplo the royd emissaries had snccessAdly pleat- 
ed die staadaid of roydty, aad of that dam was a 
great proportioa of those, who, ia die upper cenatry 
of the Caialiaas aad Georgia, called themselves the 
kiag's frieads. They had ao sooaer embedifid aad 
begun their march to Joia tlie rojral army at An- 
gnsta, thaa they commenced each a sceae of phm- 
detiag the defoaoeless settleaMnts throaah whiA 
they passed, as laduoed die orderly inhaUtaata tu 
turn OiU to oppose theai. Cdoael Pickens, with 
about three huadred men of the latter chancter, 
im—ediatdy parsued aad csme ep with thtei near 
Ketde Creek. Aa aotioa took place, which lasted 
three quarten of aa hour ; the torles were totally 
routed, about forty of diem were kiUed, and ia that 
aumber was their leader, odond Boyd, whehad 
been seeredy employed by British authority «• 
collect ai|d bead them. By this action the Biitirtk 
vere disconcerted; the ttrwi were dispenHMl, 
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nm ^oke oflT, iitlian went lo their homes, and cast 
tbeneelTei on di6 mercy of their ooimtry. These 
were tried by tte laws of Somth^arolina, for of- 
ftnding against an act called the sedition act which 
had been pamod since the refoilation for the se- 
curity of the new government. SoTenty of them 
were oondemned to die, bnt the sentence was only 
ejcecnted on five of their ringleaders. 

As the British extended their posts on the Geor- 
gia side of SaTannah river, general Lincoln fixed 
encampments at Black Swamp, and nearly oppo- 
site to Aogosta on the CaroHim side. From these 
poets he iormed a plan of crosifaig Into Oeonda, 
widk tike view of limiting the Briosh to the low 
CQontry, near tlm ocean. In the execution of this 
design, general Ash, with fifteen hundred North- 
Carolina militia, and a few regular troops, after 
croesiiiK the lirer Savannah, took ^ position on 
Briar Greek ; bat in a few days he was surprised 
b^ lientenant-colouel Prevost, who having inade a 
cncnitoQs maxch of about fifty miles, came unex- 
pectedly on his rear with about nine hundred men. 
The militia were Uurown into confusion, and fled at 
the first fire. One hundred and fifty of die Ameri- 
cans were killed, and one hundred and aii^«two 
were taken. Few had any chance of escaping, but 
by crossing the Savannah, in attempting which 
many were drowned. Of ^ose who got on safe, a 
great part returned home. The number that re* 
joined the American camp did not exceed four 
hundred and fifty men. Tho few continentals 
under colond Elbert made a brave resistance ; but 
the survivors of tliem, wiUi their gallant leader, 
were at last conupeUed to surrender. This event 
deprived general Linoofai of one fourth of his num- 
bers, and opened a c^nmnunicatlon between the 
British, the Indians, and the tories of North and 
South Carolina. 

The series of disasters which had foBowed tiio 
Amencon arms since the landing of the British 
near Savannah, occasioned a well-founded appre- 
hension for the safety of the a^acent states. The 
miliria of South-Carolina was tlierefore put on a 
better footing, and a renment of cavalry was rais- 
ed. John Rutledge, a Carolinian of the most dis- 
tiognished abilities, was called to the chair of ^ or- 
erament by an almost unanimous vote, and. In mu- 
tation of ^e ancient republic of Rome, invested, in 
coi^unction with his council, with dictatorial povrers. 
By virtue of bis authority, he convened a large body 
of the militia near the centre of the state, that they 
might bd in constant readiness to march whitherso- 
ever pablie service required. The original plan of 
penetrating into Georgia wu resumed; part of the 
American force was stationed on the north side of 
the Savannah at Purrysburgh and Black Swamp, 
whUe general Lincoln and the main army crossed 
into Georgia near Augusta. General Prevost avail- 
ed himself of the critical moment, when the Ameri- 
can army had ascended one hundred and fifty mUes 
towards tibo source of the Savannah, and crossed 
into Carolina over the same river near to its month, 
with about two thoqpand four hundred men. A 
considerable* body of Indians, whose friendship the 
British had previously secured, were associated 
with the Brituh on this expedition. The snperioi 
British force which crossea Savannah River soon 
compelled general Moultrie, who was charged with 
tiifo aefence of South-Carolina, to retire. linccrfn, 
on receiving information of these movements, de- 
taohed three hundred ol his light troops to reinforce 
Moultrie, but proceeded wiu the main army to- 
wards the coital of Georgia. He was induced to 
pursue, his original intention, firom an idea that gen> 
oral PrevoHt meant nothing more than to divert 
him by a fefait on Carolina, and because his march- 
ing down on the south side of the river Savannah 
' would occasion very little additional delay in repair- 
ing to its defence. When Lincoln found that Pro- 
vost was seriously pushing for Gharlestown, he 
re-evossed the Savannah and punned him. The 
British pioeeeded In their march by the main road 
near the sexoas t , with but little opposition, and 
In the mean time the Americans retreated before 
them towards Charlestown. General Moultrie, who 
ably conducted this retreat, had no cavalry to check 
the advancing foe. Instead of his receiving rein- 
forcements from the inhabitants, as he marched 
through the country, he was abandoned 1^ many of 
the militia, who want to tiieir homes ; then* families 
and property lay directly in the route of the invad- 
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ing army. Itie absence of the main army under 
lincoln, the retreat of Moultrie, tiie plunderings 
and devastations of the invaders, and above all, Oe 
dread of the Indian savages which accompanied 
the royal army, dilTiised a general panie among the 
inhabitants. The terror m each indiriduol beeame 
a source of terror to another. From the inlluence 
of these causes, many were induced to apply for 
British protection. New converts to tiie royal 
standard endeavoured to ingratiate themselves with 
tiieir protectors, by encouraging them to attempt 
the reduction of Charlestown. Being in their pow- 
•r, they were more anxious to Intone JnteDigence 
on the idea of what was agrMahle, than of what 
was true. They represented tin inhabitants as be- 
ing generally tired of the war, and wishing for 
peace at all events. They also stated that Ch&les- 
town was incapable of much resistance. These cir- 
cumstances, combined with the facility with which 
the British marched through the country, induced 
general Prevost to extend his plan and push for 
Charlestown. Had he designed it at first, and con- 
tinued his mardt with the same rapidity widi which 
it.was begun, the town would probably have been 
carried by a eoup-de-maht ; but he haJted two or 
three da^ when advanced near half the distance. 
In that mterval. every preparation was made by 
the South-Carohnians for the defence of their capi- 
tal ; all tike houses in its suburbs were burnt; lines 
and abbatia were, in a few days, carried across the 
peninsula between Ashley and Cooper rivers, and 
cannon were mounted at praper mtervals on its 
whole extent, lliough this visit of the British, and 
especially an attack on the land side, was unex- 
pected, yet in a few days great preparations were 
made, and a force of three thousand three hundiM 
men assembled in Chariestown for its defence. 

BRITISH FAIL AT CHARLESTOWN. 

The main body and baggage of the British army, 
being left on the south side of Ashley river, an ad- 
vanced detachment of nine hundred men, on the 
eleventh of May, crossed tiie ferry, and appeared 
before the town. In the mean tune Lincoln was 
marching on as fast as possible, for the relief of 
Charlestown ; but as his arrival was doubtfid, and 
the crisis hasardons, to gain time was a matter of 
consequence. A whole day was therefore spent in 
the exchange of flags. Commissioners firom tho 
garrison were instructed " to propose a neutrality 
during the war between Great Bntain and Ameri- 
ca, and that the question whether the State shall 
belong to Great Bntain, or remain one of the Unit- 
ed States, be determined by a treaty of peace be- 
tween tiieee powers. The British commanders re- 
fused this advantageous oflbr, alleging that they 
did not^ come in a legislative capacity, and insisted 
that, as the inhabitants and others wero in arms, 
they should surrender prisoners of war. This being 
refused, tiie garrison prepared for an immediate 
assault; but this vras not attempted. Prevost, 
knowing by an intereepted letter that Lincoln was 
coming on in his rear, retreated from Charlestown, 
and filed off with his whole force from the main to 
the islands near the sea, that he might avoid being 
between two fires. Botii armies encamped in the 
vicinity of Charlestown, watching each other's mo 
tions tin the twentieth of June, when an attack was 
made with about one tiiousand two hundred Amer- 
icans, on six or seven hundred of the British, ad- 
rantageously posted at Stono Ferry. The latter 
had redoubts, with a line of commnnication, and 
field-pieces in the intervals, and the whole was se- 
cured with an abbatls. By a preconcerted plan, a 
feint was to have been madefkom James Island, 
with a body of Charlestown militia, at the moment 
wlken general lincoln began the attack from the 
main ; out from mismanagement, they did not reach 
their place of destination till the action was ov w. 
The attack was continued for an hour and twenty 
minutes, and the assailants had the advantage ; but 
the appearance of a rfldnforcfonent, to prevent which 
the foint from James Island was intended, madu 
their retreat nooessary. 

Soon after the afliur at Stono, the continental 
forces under tiie command of general Lincoln re- 
tired to Sheldon, a healthy situation in the vicinily 
of Beaufort. Both armies remained in their respcc 
tive enoampments, till the arrival of a French fleet 
on the coast roused the whole country to immodiato 
activity. 

U 
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OPERATIONS OF THJK FRENCH FLEET. 

Coo NT D'AiTAiNO lUknnK repaired mdrlctoal- 
led bin fleet at BoetoOf on the uiird of Norember 
1778 tailed for the Weit Indiea ; and on the aamo 
day commodore Hothaxn. with five men of war, a 
bomb Teuel and aome nigates, set oat from New- 
York to conroy a number of transporta wtthgeneral 
Grant, and five tiiooaand men, to the aame theatre 
of naval operationa. 

On the thirtieth of Detember the Britbh took St. 
Lncia, and count D'Eataing took St. Vincenra and 
Grenada. Soon after tlie reduction of the fatter, 
the oemkt retired to Cape Francoia. ^laTiog, in 
jnly 1779, receive<lkiniitructions from the king hia 
master, to aet in concert with tho forces of the 
United Statea, and being strongly solicited by gen- 
eral lineoln. presideni Lownds, gOTomor .Rut- 
ledge, and Mr. Plombard, oonsid of France in 
Ch^lestown, he sailed for the American continent 
with expectation of rendering eaaential forrice in 
operating against the common enemy. On the 
first of September he arrircd on tho coast of Georgia, 
with a fleet consisting of twenty sail of the hne, 
two of fifty guns, and eleren frigates. His ap> 
pearance was so unexpected, that the Experiment 
nun of war, of fifty guns, commanded by Sir Jamea 
Wallace, and tiuree frigates, fell into his hands. 

SIEGE OF SAYANNAH RAISED. 

As soon as his arri?al on the coast was known, 
general Lincoln, with the army under his command, 
marched for the ricinitT at Savannah, and orden 
were giren for the aailitia of Georgia and SouAr 
CaroUna to rendesvoos near tho same nlaoe. Tlie 
British were equally diligent in prepanng for their 
defence ; great numbers were employed both by 
day and night, in strengthening and extending 
tfaeb Unei. The American militia, flashed with the 
hope of speedily expelling the Britilh Ikon their 
soelhem possessions, tamed out witfi an alacii^ 
which far surpassed their exertions in the preeed- 
ing campaign. D'Bstaing, before the ariiral of 
Lincoln, demanded the surrender of tlie town to 
the nrms of France. Prerost in his answer declined 
sinrrendering on a general summons, and request- 
ed that specific terms should be proposed, to ^Hiidi. 
he would give an answer. The count replied, tibat 
it was the part of the besieged to propose terms. 
Provost ^en asked for a suspension, of hostilities, 
for twenty-four hours, for preparing proper terms. 
This was inconsiderately granted. Mtore the twea* 
ty-fbipr hours elapsed, lieutenant-colonel Maitland, 
with several hundred men who had been stationed 
at Beaufort, made theh* way good through m^ky 
obstacles, and joined the royal army Iq Savannatt. 
The garrison, encouraged by the arrival of so re- 
spectsble a force, determined on resistance. The 
French and Americans, who formed a junction the 
evening after, were therefore reduced to tile necea- 
sity of storming or besieging' the garrison. Hie re* 
solation of proceeding by aiege being adopted, sevr 
eral days wer^ consomaid in prepaitog for it, and 
in the mean time the woriLs of uie garrison were 
hourly strengthened b^ the labour of several hun- 
dred negroes. Hie besiegers on the fourth of Octo- 
ber opened with nine mortars, thirty-seven pieces 
of cannon from tho land side, and wteen Aroin ^e 
water. Soon after the commencement of the can- 
nonade, Prevost solicited lor leave to send tho wo- 
men and children out of die town ; but thii was re- 
fused. The combined army sospcicted that a desire 
of secreting the plunder, lately taken from the 
South-Carolinians, was covered under the veil of 
homanity. It was also presnmed that a refusal 
would expedite a sarronder. On a report from die 
engineers that a considerable time would be neces- 
sary to reduce the garrison by regular apjproaches, 
it was determined to make an assault, lids meas- 
ure was forced on count D'JSstaing by his marine 
oflicers, who had remonstrated against his'contimi- 
ing to risk so valaalile a fleet on a dangeroes coast, 
in tho hurricane seapon, and at so great a dietuce 




from tfM shove, thht It slfiht be < 
tish fleet, completely repaired and Mly 
In a few days the Unrs of ttie beslegem nsght 
been carried into Hue works of the beFloged; haU 
under these critical cfireamataacesi, no farther deln^ 
coold be admitted. To assaelt or raise the siege 
was tlie akemndve ; prudence wonld have dictated 
(he latter, but a settse of honour deterattaed the 
besicge r i to adopt the fbrmer. Two feints were 
made with the co uuu y militia, and a real 



Sprini^Hill battery eariy in the fooming of the nintk 
of October, with three thousand five hundred Freneh 
troops, six hundred continentals, and thre e huodiwd 
of the faihabltanta of Charlastown. These boldly 
mardied up to the lines, under die command ef 
D'Bstaing and Lincoln; but a heavy and weil-di- 
rected fire from the batteries, and a cross fire litm 
the gaUies, threw the front of their columns fate 
conniaioii. Two standards were nevertheleaa plam^ 
ed en the BritiBh redoubts. A retreat of the aasaA 
ants was ordered, after diey had stood Hm en#i 
my's fire for fifty-five minutes. Count D'Estaiag 
and count PeiMki were both wounded; the Ibvmer 
sKghtl^, but die Utter mortally. Six hundred and 
thjrty'seven ef die French, end upwards of tw« 
honcurod of the eontinentalaand milma, .were killed 
ot wounded. General Prevoot, lientenenteetonel 
If aitiand, and manor Moncrief, deservodly eoqnired 
great reputation by this suceessfnl defence. Th« 
force of the garrison was between two and three 
thousand, of whidi about one hundred and fifty 
were militia. The damage snstained by die be- 
sieged waa trifling, as they fired firom behind woike, 
and .few of die assattants fired at alL Immediately 
after this unsnceessfol assatalt, the mliitia, ahnoel 
anivenaUy, went to their homes. Count D'Bstaing 
re-emberiwd his troops and artillery, and left the 
continent. 

WHITE'S REICARKABLE EXPLOIT. 

Wrili the siege of Savannah Was pending, « 
remarirable onterprise was cflccted by colonel John 
White of the Geoi'gia line. Captain French had 
taken nost with about one hundred men near tho 
river Ogechee, somtf time before tibe nege b«gan. 
There were ako at the same place forty sailors on 
board of Ave British vessels, four of which wera 
armed. AU these men, together with tho vcsftds 
And one hundred and thirty stand of anns, were 
surrendered to colonel White, captain Elhoun, an4 
four others, one of which was the colonel's servant. 
On the preceding night this small party fefaidled e 
number of fires in different places, and adoptedHhe 
parade of a large cncampmiint. By these and a 
varie^ of deceptive stratagems, captidn Freneh 
was fully impressed with an opinion that nothing 
but an instant surrender, in conformity to aperemp- 
tory summons, could savo his men from being cn^ 
to pieces by a superior force. He therefore gave 
up without making any resistance. 

This visit of the French fleet to the coast of Amer- 
ica, though nhsnccessful as to its main object, wae 
nof without utility to the United States. It discon. 
certed the measures already digested by the British 
commanders, and cansed a considarable waste ef 
time before they could determine on a new plan of 
operations. It also occasioned the evacuation at 
Khode Island. But this was of no advantage to the 
United States ; for die greatest blunder committed 
by the British in the course of the American w«r, 
was tlieir stationing near six thousand asen, for 
two years and eight months, on diat island, where 
diey were lost to every purpose of co-operatioa« 
and where tliey could render vcrv Btde more ser- 
vice to the royal cause, than coiud have been ob- 
tained by two frigates cruising in tihe vicinity. 

BRITISH SElTLEBfENTS TN AFRICA 

CAFTDRED. 

DuaiKO these tranaaetloBs in America, Jhe B«i- 
tiab settlements en the .coast of 
and the forte on the river Gambia 
• French squadron, ender M. de 
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FRENCH FLEET ON THE ENGLISH COAST. 
—IRISH AFFAIRS. 

without con- 
and. A ^nnctkni 



rriHE emamfit of in9 4id not 
X •Uerable atenii «T0n in Eft 



WM formed betw«eu the Franeh and SjMoiMhfleet* 
immediately alW tlie d^rery of the Spenith ni»- 
naotiaL They entered the channel in the month of 
Anfoct, with aisEty fire ahipa of the Hne. aocom- 
Mued hy a nmiber of frigates and ftreaUpa. Sir 
vharlea Hardy, who commanded the channel fleet, 
foand himself ia no ctmdition to ooBteud with an 
warn ireatly bis ra^iior ht force, and 

nnder the necessity of rstinng, while ikkQ en*> 
my'B flag rode tfimnpbant on the British coasts. 
Am tbn portend harbour of Plynmntb had been tm* 
•oeovntalily neglected by the ministry, who anhap- 
piiy presided over the affaiis at this country at ^at 
pened, the greatest apprehensions were ^tertuned 
■Mr its safety. Ae count D'OnriUiecs, tfte oom- 
I, hovoTer, ignonnt either of the weaL> 

of the place, or of the Ettle foree which Bng- 
able tohring against ttiem. In their crmae 
they e^itnrad the Ardent man of war, of sixty four 
gmui, bat attempted no fortlwr entoraiise ; and by 
dMr vetttm to Brest relieved the English nation 

tiaat 0ond of apprdmnsion by which dieir po- 



litical atmosphere 

While all was consternation and dismay in Eng- 
land, the bish nation, happily for themselres and 
timtr posterity, were acting a more spirited, and, 
as it afterwards preyed, i| mure politic par^ thoogh 
tiie danger was certainly more imminent to thmn 
than to the inhabitants of this isfauid. To the ah- 
surd and ftrantie crusade against American liberty, 
fhe incimipetent ministers of Oeorge III. had lacri- 
ioed cnrery other oonsideration ; and while the 
clouded fheulties of lord Stoimont had been com- 
nietely diverted by die finesse of tfie Frendi court 
nram their real designs ; he had wrapped himself up 
in his own importance; and "Hrftir^ widi being 
permitted to treat the agents of America with amo- 
gance and rudeness, eron upon occasions where 
hmnanity was interested, hecontinaed to transmit to 
his masters die most unequiTocal assurances of the 
pacific designs of F^noe. Lulled into this dream of 
security, therefore, the ministry had withdrawn al- 
most the whale of the troops from Ireland, and the 
country was lefl d^neeless to any inTader. Itius 
appaeeatly abandoned by England, die Irish at this 
formidable erins, acted with an energy which re- 
flects upon them the highest honour. Military as- 
sociations were formed ia every part of the king- 
dons, and an army of fifty thousand Tolunteers start- 
ed up at once, as by a miracle, lihe the armed men 
of Cadmus, well appointed and comidetely disci- 
plined. It undoubtedly occurred to tne leaden of 
the Irish nation in farouring dus arrangement, that 
the same men who uii|;kt bo usefol to defend the 
country from foreign attackn, might also serve to re- 
clahn their own JibvrUes; but this was a censidera- 



tioQ too refined for the undiscriminating foculties o# 
the English ministry ; and tnstead of counteracting 
dus rising spirit, they virtually encouraged it, aud 
even furnished sereral of the corps with arms from 
the royal magaaines. On the return of the combined 
fleet to Brest tlie apprehensions of the Irish sub- 
sided, but the volunteers did not disband : and ttoc 
effect of dus extraonhnary combination was soon 
apparent in the proceedings of their pailiamcnt, 
which met on the twelfth of October.— An amend- 
ment was then carried on die address proposed by 
ministry, insisting on a free trade ; l£e thanks of 
both houses were voted to tho volunteers, and a six 
months money laU passed to prevent a premature 
prairpgat^. 

PAUL JONES.-NATAL ACTIONS. 

I'm I emnty triumph of the combined fleet was not 
the only mstance in this campaign, in which the 
naval pride of Britain was mortiaed. Among a 
number of adventurers, which die desire of |ilandcr 
called into action on the side of tho AAencana in 
t||is unfortunate war, one of the most romarkable 
bqtfi for courage and conduct was Paul Jones. He 
is said to haye been by birth an Englishman, and 
beinjjf bred to the sea, contiuoed the greater part of 
his hfe, in an inferior station upon that element. 
Having arrived, by what means we are not inform- 
ed, to the command of a small privateer in die ser- 
▼ioe of the American stetes, in die preceding sum- 
mer he had swept the whole Irish channel, and had 
even effected a landing at lord SeUcMi's house in 
Scodand, not far tnm Dumfries. On his retuni to 
nnnoe he was furnished by some American and 
French adventurers with a larger yessd, which, in 
company with two others, app<»red off the coast of 
Soodand in the month of September^ 1779. 1%ey 
steered dfarecdy op the Frith of Forth, and on the 
seyenteenth were nearly opposite to Lcith. His in- 
twddon was svnposed to have been to bum or de- 
stroy the shipping in dutt harbour, but he was pre- 
vented from attempting any .thing by a strong west 
wind, which drove him down tne Fridi. neper 
pfvccautions were also taken to prerent his repeat- 
ing die attempt with any probability of success. 
In one day three batteries were erected ; two at 
the citadel in l<torth Leitfa,and one near Newhayen, 
mi which were mounted thirty cannon, besides car- 
nmades, howitaen, ftc. Several prftes, howeyer, 
were taken, some of which after.being plundered, 
were set adrift. From this coast, our adventorer 
sailed direody to that of Holland, where he fell in 
with the Serapis and Countess of Scarborough. A 
dreadftd engagement ensued, thr particulars of 
which ara thus related by captsin Pearson of the 
Serapis : the enemy's squadron ooosbted of two 
frigates and a two-decked ship. About twenty 
minutes alter seven, the largest sliip brought to 
within musket shot, and an engagement immediatti- 
ly commenced, wluch was carried on with the ut- 
most fury. 11m enemy at foat ewieavaiued to 
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board the Sorapis : bat being repobed, after vaii- 
oas aianoBaTres, the two shipa became eotaa^ed 
with each other in each a manner that the musdet 
of the gone touched each other'* lidei. In this li- 
tuatton tho engagement continued for two honn, 
during which time, from the great quantity of 
burning matter thrown into the Serapia, she wae 
on fire m diflbrent places no Iom ttian ten or twelre 
times, nor could it be extinguished without the ut- 
most difficulty ; at tho same time chat die was raked 
in the most dreadiU manner by ihb frigate, fore 
and aft, so that almost every man on the quarter 
and main decks was killed or wounded. About 
half past nine, oitiior from a hand grenade thrown 
fat at one of me lower deck ports, or from some 
other acddent, a cartridge of fiowder was set on 
fire, the flames of which, running ftvm cartridge 
to cartridge, at last blew vip the whole of the peome 
and officers on the main deck, rendering abo me 
guns unserriceable on that part of the ship. At 
ten o'clock, the enemy called out for quarter, and 
said the V had struck : but on captain Pearson in- 
quiring into the truth of this circumstance, and no 
answer being made, he dotovminrd to board the 
enemy. On looking into her, howerer, they dis- 
oorered a superior number, with pikes, ready to 
receirethem, on which they mstantfy retreated into 
their own sUp. The fixing was then continued on 
both'sides till half an hour after ten, when the fri- 
gate coming across the stete of the Serapis, pour- 
ed a broadside into her ; after which the captain 
finding it impracticable to contlnuo the engagement 
any longer, struck his colours; tho main-mast 
cojaang by the board at the same instant. The 
conquerUig Tossel was in such distress that she 
sunk the next night. 

In the month fbDowing another rery desperate 
action took place. Captain Farmer of his m^esty's 
ship Quebec, being on a cruise off Ushant, in com- 
pany with the Rambler cutter, came up with, and 
closely engaged, a large French frigate called the 
SurreiDante, mounting forty guns ; while the Ram- 
bler was engaged with a French cutter as superior 
in force as die French frigate wa« to the Quebec. 
The action on both sides was warm and bloody, 
from ten in the morning till two in the afternoon, 
when the French cutter set all the sail she could 
crowd, and bore away ; but the Rambler being so 
disabled in her mast and rigging could not fq0ow 
her with any hopes of coming up with her. The 
commander, therefore, seeing both the frigates dis- 
masted, and tibe Quebec taking fire, endearonrod 
to get as near the Quebec as possible, in hopes of 
saTing some of her men ; but there being but little 
wind and a largo swell, no other assistance codd 
be afforded than by hoisting out the boat which 
picked up one master's mate, two young midship- 
men, and fourteen more of the Quebec's people, 
the enemy's frigate at tho same time firing at the 
boat. The Quebec continued burning very fiercely, 
with her colours flying, tfll sin o'clock, when she 
blew up. 

As Paul Jones had brcnght his prises inte Hie 
Texel, Sir Joseph Yorke, with the same wisdom 
tliat dkaracterieed the rest of the administration, 
presented a memorial to the States of Holland, de> 
manding the surrender of him as a pirate. The 
States, with their usual prudence, declined all inter- 
ference in the disputed question of Ameriean inde- 
pendence. But tneir refusal on this occasion is 
generally supposed to baye implanted the seeds 
of enmity deeply in the minds of the British cabi- 
net, and to have determined a ministry, which ap- 
pMisars to hare been uniformly actuated by no prin- 
ciple but that of a puerile revenge, to embrace "ttie 
first opportunity of a rupture with tho States- 
gcnenu. 

Prerious to the meeting of parliament, a partial 
change took place in administration. Lord Stor. 
mont. who had erinoad such profound diplomatic 
abilittes during his embassy to Paris, and who had 
been sc correct and early m his information to mi- 
nisters of the proceedings of the court of Versailles, 
was promotea to the orace of secretaory of state in 
the room of the earl ot Sullblk, deceased. Lord 
Weymouth resigned, as was supposed in disgust, 
and was succeeded in his department by the earl 
of Hillsborottgh. Earl Bathurst'was made presi- 
dont of the council in tfie room of earl Gower, who 
also was supposed to resign in disgust : and the 
great seal was transferred to the hands of Mr. Thur- 
low, late attwaey geaaralf but who on tho occasion 
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>, as nsnal, created a peer, by the title of l 
Thnrlow ; he waa eertainl v a man ti aMIlty, 
his talents by all parties luiTe been giently 
rated. 

Some offence waa taken by the pednle of Scot- 
land at the act which had been passed m fibronv of 
tibe Roman CathoKos, and some alarming riots en- 
sued in Edinburgh and Glasgow, in whidi the i 
houses were pulled down, as well as 
dwellmg bouses. These, howerer, were only tke 



erelndes to the melanekoly 
are presently to ~ 



we ahaV 



PARLIAMENT MEBTS^YIOLBNT DEBATES. 

Th B British parliament asswnililed on the twenty* 
fifth of NoTember.~His nM||esty, in his speech to 
the two houses, be^F*a with the usual eompiainta 
concerning the nqust' and unproT«dLed war, in 
which the nation was engaged, and the dangerone 
confederacy formed against the crown and peopln 
of Great Britain. By the blessing of Prondenen, 
he said, the attempts of tike enemy to invade tbn 
kingdom had been flrustrated ; and though they 
stOT continued to menace us with great armn- 
ments and preparations,—*' I know," added hia 
miyesty, " the cnaracter of my brare people ; the 
menaces of their enemies, and the approaen of dan- 
ger, hare no effect on their mindsi, tat to ***'-*i^ 
their courage, 'and to call forth tiiat national spirit^ 
which has so often checked and defeated the pro- 
jects of ambition and h^fuHoe, and imaHfHl th« 
British fleets and armiea to protect dieir own noon- 
try, to rindicate their own rights, and at tibe same 
time to uphold andpreserre Om liberties of Bn rup e 
from the restless and encroaching power ef tan 
house of Bourbon." After obserring tfiat the stale 
of Ireland had been attended to, it was reooansend' 
ed to consider what ftirther benefits and advaatagee 
might be extended to that kingdom. Hie usnal ve. 
gret was expressed for the nnaroidaUe increase ef 
the supplies ; but no notice whaterer waa taken of 
the aifiurs of America, or the West Indiea, or any 
part of the campaign. 

The motions for addresses, in both houses, pve. 
duced great debates, in which opposition dettreted 
their sentiments with imusual confidence, and 
pointed their censures with great skin. They ro- 

Erobated that ruinous system of goTemment wUoh' 
ad debilitated and disgraoed this country. 



which was particularly aggrarated by its support 
from a secret combination. The influence of ' ' 



combination was risible in erery department efenr 
executire serrices, and had altered the diameter 
both of our armies and naries ; and die futility of 
our councils seemed to Tie witii the contempt be- 
stowed by all die world on our amis. 

The reneral terror which the parade of thn com- 
bined fleets of France and Spain in tiie ^Munelhad 
thisyeAT occasioned throughout the southern coasts 
of Bb^and, added fresh force to the ol^|eclieii s of 
opposition. It was reserred, said diey, for the prea. 
ent inauspidons and d&sgraceftil era, for the nd- 
ministration of those men who liad serered die one 
part of the empire from the odwr, and who had 
plunged the nation in all the guilt and calandtv ofn 
oruefand unexdngnishablo ciril war, to brand tUs 
country with the indelible disgrace ot die preced- 
ing summer, to exhibit the imthonghtef and un- 
heard-of spectacle, of a British fleot flying. In sight 
of their own coast, before tiiat of the honae ef 
Bourbon. 

Besides this grand article of acensatioa, the ne- 
;lect of the island of Jersey aflbrded anodier, Tcry 
(tde inferior. Through the want, they said, of twe 
or three frigates, ef that small marine force which 
would have been then suflicient to repd die desul- 
tory attempts to be expected from St. Maloea, ad 
mini Arbuthnot was obliged to abandon his cenrey 
and to defor his voyage to New-^mki By diat 
meana a fleet of three hundred merSiantmeD and 
transports were exposed to the danger of tbm sen 
and the enemy in. the open road of Torfoay : the 
trade was detakiea a fiill month at home, and snf 
fared at least an efjoal delay on the voyage, to the 
immense loss and expense of the merchant ; aq4 
the reinforcements for Sir Henry Clinton, which, 
to answer any effectual purpose, should have been 
landed at New- York before the time of dieir de- 
parture from England, fiid not reach die ooutinent 
of America until the end of August, when the sen- 
son for action was neariv over, and the troops had 
suffered so much from the unusual length of thelv 
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enton tUi^^MMurd, Ihat they were incapable 
ni any hainediafe aenriee. Thva were all tlie 
▼iewa and hope* of tfie campaign frastrnted in the 
outaet, and thna, year after year, was the Uood and 
treaanre of tiie nation conamaed, and its strength 
exhanated in^fhat fatal contest, while the nnequal- 
led misoondncC prerailang at home, rendered all the 
exertiona of Tiuoar and ability nmitleas, and en- 
avred the ill soeceaa which followed. 

The same condnct which had prerailed in En- 
rope, was to be traced in erery part of the world. 
Tlio enemy had, at one sweep, carried away erery 
thing that waa English, tOirongh the whole extent 
of the African coaata. Itie dominion of the aea waa 
no lem effectnaDy, though leea disgracefally, lost 
in the West Indies, than in the narrow seas and 
the channel. f>ar West India islands had been 
more properly delivered nn to the enemy, than 
aubdned by tliflai. It maoe no differenoe in the 
nature of things, wbedwr oar poss essi ons were 
surrendered or sold by a pabUc or prirate treaty 
with France, or whether ^y were left so nidced 
and defenoeleaa, that the enemy ahould have no- 
thing more to do than to aend garrisons to take 
poasMsion of them. This, they bosisted, waa the 
case with respect to the islands we had lost ; and 
thoae that reinained, were not in a mnch better 
aitoation. Jamaica, now the moat Taloable ot onr 
coloniea, and the principal seoroe of our renudn- 
ing trade and wealtb, waa most shameftilly aban. 
doned, and was at that time in tfie most imminent 
danger of being totally lost, if not already so. 

Iliis extraordinary torrent of accusation and 
iuTectire, was finished by a declaration, that the 
omisaiona and defects which produced all these 
ealamit&es, went so mnch beyond anv thing which 
could be allowed for impotence and imperfection 
of mind, that they seemed under a necessity of de- 
lii^nff thefar orimn from direct treachery. Final 
ruin, or a total change of system and of men, was 
now the altematiTe to which we were reduced. 
AU the means of national preserration which now 
remained, and tiie sentiments of erery intelligent 
and independent man in England, were now ex- 
pressed in the short sentence, " New counsels and 
new oonnsdlora 1" This waa the unirersal Ian- 

Stage without doors, and of those within when 
er went out. 

Ilie speech its^ was, as usual, criticised in the 
aerereat manner. It held finth, that though the 
deaigna and attempts of our enemies to invade thia 
island had been hitherto frustrated, they still men- 
aced us with great armaments and preparations ; 
but it was trusted we were well prepareid to meet 
erery attack, and to repel erery msult. 

In return to this speech, addresses from bodi 
houses had been proposed, as usual, approving of 
erery part of it. 

Amendments were proposed in the house of 
commons by lord John uavendish, and in the house 
of lords by the marquis of Rockingham. Both 
were to the following purpose, vis. '* To beseech 
his Bugesty to reflect upon the extent of territory, 
the power, opulence, reputation abroad, and con- 
ooid at home, which diattnguished the opening of 
his mi^Mty's reign, and marked it aa the most 
splendid and happy period in the history of this 
nation — That he would now consider the endanger- 
ed, impoverished, enfeebled, distracted, and even 
diimembered state of the whole, after all die 
grants of successive parliaments, laberal to profu- 
sion, and trusting to the very utmost of rational 
confidence— Hint his miQesty would naturally ex- 
pect to rebeive the honest opinion of a faithral and 
affectionate parliament, who would betrav his ma 
Jesty, and those whom thev represented, if they 
did not distinctly state to bis migestyj that, if any 
thing could prevent the consummatum of public 
ruin, it calyxpuld be new counsels and counsellors, 
without farmer loss of time, and a real change, 
from- a sincere conviction, of past errors; not a 
mere palliation, which must prove fruitless." 
* 'With regard to this amendment, the minister ob> 
served, that the language waa stricdy parliamen- 
tary. It waa the duty, aa well aa the ri^t ol par- 
liament to cause eril ministers to be removed ; but 
iustice fiiat required a proof of their delinquency. 
To remove the servants of the crown^ without as- 
signing any cause for it, or attribntmg to them, 
without anv evidence or trial, those errors or 
.times whicJi on trial would not be found imputa- 
ble to them, would be equally uigust and unprece- 



dented. Though be admitted, tberefora, to the 
ftilleat extent, the right of tihat house to address 
tiie throne ibr a removal oi ministers, yet as no- 
thing was specifically charged agafaist them in the 
amendment, he must certainly oppose it en princi- 
ple ; and it certaioly could not be finagined, that he 
would agree to the indirect censure imptied against 
himself in the requisition of new oounsds and coun- 
sellors. The charge of treachery was denied, as 
were all the others, either directly or indirectly. 

Charles Fox, peatly distinguished himself in this 
dd>ate. He said, " tnat the plan of government 
which had bden in this reign invarial;^y puntned. 
had been very early adopted. It was not uie mere 
rumour of the streets tnat the king was his own 
minister— tfae Atal trath was evident : and tfiough 
denied by the membera of the admmistration, it 
was propagated by their followers. It was a doc- 
trine in. the hii^iest degree dangerous, as tending 
to relieve ministers from their responsibility, and 
to tranafer it to a personage who could not by the 
principles of our constitution be called to an ac- 
count. But he said it should be a warning to so- 
vereigns, that though in general the evOs ofa reign 
were, according to tho principles of our govern- 
ment, ascribed to the wicked counsels of ministers, 
yet when these evfls reach to a certain height, 
ministers are forgotten, and tho prince alone is 

Sunished. Urns it was with the roval house of 
toart. Charles and James had no doubt wicked 
ministerB, to whom the errors of their reign Were 
justly in a great degree to be attributed ; yet the 
one lost his life, and the other his crown. The pa- 
tience of the people was not unlimited, and, how- 
ever passive tor a time, they would at last do tiiem- 
selves Justice." The amendment waa in the rosnlt 
negatived by two hundred and thirty-three vokea 
to one hundred and thirty-four. 

Notwithstanding this apparent triumph, it waa 
easy to see, that the debates on this occasion carri- 
ed a quite different aspect from what they had 
ever done before; and that though the ministry 
carried their point at this time, it would not be 
long before they would bo entirely defeated. In 
fact, they were now universally complained of, and 
the nation at large had in a great measure witb- 
drawn their confidence. 

DEBATES ON IRISH AFFAIRS. 

Whilb lord North was preparing his plans of 
relief for Ireland, a motion, smtilar to the above, 
was made on the sixth of December in the house 
of commons by the earl of Upper Ossory. In an- 
swer to thb attack, the friends of ministry endea- 
voured to justify them, by throwing considerable 
bhme on a gradual impolicy which bad crept into 
the aystem of our trade laws, the prejudices in fa- 
vour of which were so strong as to produce peti- 
tions, and every mark of displeasure in England at 
whatever time gentlemen had att^pted to intro- 
duce modifications of them ; of course parliament, 
in obeving the wiDs of their oonstityents, were 
doing their duty, and ministers were totally incom- 
potent to act otherwise ; and that hitherto minis- 
ters had not been able exactly to ascertain the 
wislies of the Irish, but as thoM were now ren- 
dered more plain, the matter could be brought to 
a regular discussion. 

In tho course of a few days lord North laid hU 
propositions relative to Ireland, bcfofe the house 
of commons ; they were three : the repeal of those 
laws which prohibited the exportation of Irish 
manufactures, made of or mixed with wool, and 
wool stocks, firom Ireland to any part of Europe : 
t^e I'opeal of so much of the act of 10 Geo. II. 
aa probilnted the importation of glaaa into Ireland, 
except of British manufacture, or to export glasa 
from that kingdom : and thirds that Ireland oe suf- 
fered to trade with tbe British colonies in America 
and tbe West Indies, and Africa, subject to sncb 
regulations, duties, &c. as tlie parliament of Ire- 
lind diould impose. These resolutions were unani- 
mously agreed to, tho latter only admitting of some 
small delay. 

On the seventh of December, while 6ie afihira of 
Ireland were still in agitation, the duke of Rich- 
mond attempted to call the attention of the house 
to the enormous expenses of the war. Hp show- 
ed, that if tho war only continued to the end of 
the ensuhig year, and Was to consume the provi- 
sion which parliament was making for its support, 
it would by that time complete an addition from its 



m 



HISTORY OF GREAT BRITAIN. 



begioAlnf of tisif -Ihvee wBhnii to tto fonwr »*- 
tional debt; tbe wMo bafais tban tttOe sbort of 
two luindred mOliooB ; wad tbnt aa tfie mmista' 
had given, on an areragft, about aix per o«at. for 
tbe now debt, the standing intureat of the whole 
would not amount to Lmm than eight minioiia annu- 
aDy : a tribute to tibe payment of wfaidi all the 
lauded interest of Sn^aud was to bo for ev&e 
mortgaged. Such, ho said, would bo the state of 
the Bntash finances at the close of the fbUowing 

J rear; and it would only be iKetlDr by twelre mil- 
ious were peace to be concluded at that instant. 
Under such rest bnrdenSi the necossity of the most 
exact and rigid economy was jelf-evident. 

ASSOCIATIONS AND PETITIONS AGAINST 

THE WAR. 

1780. Thi arersion of the people to the pr e sent 
system of administratMnp and theur sensibility to the 
horrorc of a war obviously ruinous lo the country in 
aB its parts, became now Tory conspicuous. As- 
sodatioDs were formed in different places, parti- 
cnlarly at York, where a petition to the house of 
commons was unanimously agreed upon, and ac- 
companied with a resolution, that a committee of 
sixty-one gentlemen be appointed to carry on the 
necessary correspondence for effectually promoting 
the obfect of the petition, and likewise to prepare 
the nlan of an association, on legal and constitn- 
tional grounds, to support^a laudable relonn, and' 
such other measures as might conduce to the fre»- 
dom of parliament, to be presented by the chair- 
man of the committee at their next meeting, to be 
held by adjournment in Easter-week. 

In this petition they began by stating, as mattecs 
of fact, Tliat the nation had been engaged lor 
scToral years in a most eapensiTe and uuortnnata 
war ; many of our yaluame oolonlas had declared 
themselves independent, had formed a strict con- 
federacy with our most inveterate and dangerous 
voemios ; and tbat the consequence of those com- 
bined misfortunes had been a laree addition to the 
national debt, a heavv accumulation of taxek, with 
a rapid dedrae of tlio trade, manu&ctures. and 
landrents of the kingdom. They then dedared, 
that *' alarmed at tbe diminished resouroes, as wdl 
as the growing burdens of lh» country, and con- 
vine^, oiat rigid frugality was now indkpensably 
necessary in every department of the state, they 
observed with grief, that notwithstanding the calar 
mities and impoverished condition of the nation, 
much public money had been improvideotly squan- 
dered; that many individuali enjoyed sinecure 
places, with exortiitant emoluments and pensions, 
unmerited by pubUc service, to a large and still bk- 
creaaiDg amount ; whence the crown had acquired 
a great and unconstitntiaBal inHuenoe, which, if 
not checked in time, oi^ soon prove fiital to the 
liberties of the country.' Tbey further dadared, 
tliat, *< conceiving the true end of every lei^timate 
government to be, not tbe eaohuaent of any inr 
dividual, but the wrifiire of the community ; and 
considering that, by the constitution, the custody of 
the national purse is entrusted in a peculiar man- 
ner to that house, they begged leave to represent, 
■ that until effectual measures were taken to redress 
those oppressive grievances, the grant of any ad- 
ditional sum of money beyond the produce of the 
present taxes, would be injurious to tbe rights, and 
derogatory to the honour and dignity of parliament. 
They therafore, appealing to the justice of the 
commons, most earnestly requested, that before 
aay new burdens were laid upon tUs country, et' 
iectual measfires might be taken to inquire ints, 
and correct the gross abuses in the expenditure of 
public money; to reduce all exorbuant emoln- 
ments ; to rescind and abolish all sinecure places 
and unmerited pensions; and to appropriate the 
produce to tbe necessities of the state." 

The example of York was qoickiy followed by 
other counties and corporations. Similar petitiiMis 
were agreed to by the counties of Middlesex, 
Chester. Hertford, Sussex, Huntingdon, Surrey, 
Comberland. Bedford, Essex, Somerset, Glouces- 
ter, Wnts, Dorset, Devon, Norfolk, Berks. Bucks, 
Notthigham, Kent, Northumberiand, Suffolk, Here- 
ford, Cambridge, and Derby ; Denbigh, Flint, and 
llrecknock ; as well as by the cities of London, 
Westminster, York, Bristol. Gloucester, and Hcre- 
frird ; with the towns of Nottinriiam, Reading, 
Ciunbridge, Bridgewater, and Newcastio upon 




Tyne. The coonty of Northampton dodined pv 
titioniag, but voted rosotntiDntf and inetruct^eiM to 
their representatives, to the same purpose with the 
petitions. 

Tbose proceedings greatly aiazaed ministry, and 
even many oC thoso wlio wished well to the 
of refotmatioii, shuddered at the'thonghts of 
might be the consequence. « AasodaiioBS and 
miitees bad produced such recant eflboCs In 
ca, and even in |j«land, that the very tenns had 
become suspicious. Ilmse fears were dexterously 
cherished by the ministerial purty. It was con- 
tended, tbat the true sense off the ooontiea coold 
not be ooUected, ner the matter proposed doi^ 
examined, in such meetings, so new in theft form 
and so void of regularity ; that the petitions con- 
veyed insinuations iiguiious and disrespsctftil to 
parliament, to whose province only bdionged the 
granting of supplies ; and that the petftioaa and 
resdutions were calculated to produce diflUenca 
and suspicions in the utiuds of his majesty's wnh 
jects, at a time when unanimity and oonfldanoe in 
government were essentially necessary to sappoit 
and invigorate the exertions of tiie state. In tlila 
manner several counties were prevented from 
petitioning ot forming committees; but, in general, 
the endeavours of ministry to prevent eouncy- 
meetings were totally frustrated. So impetuous 
was Uie spirit which now prevailed, that lord 
Sandwich m person, and at the head of a great 
body of his numerous friends, could not prevent a 
petition and oommittee from being canrlsd in his 
own native and fovourite county. All endeavours 
to prevent petitions beinf^ thus found abartivv, 
means were used to obtam protssts ; bat though 
the business was undertaken by one or two per- 
sons of great property and eonseqnenee, it was at- 
tended with very indifferent success. Even ia 
those iplaoes where protests wero drained, the 
^mentux^ parties durst not oppose the prayer of 
the petitions, but dedared themselves of opurioa, 
diat every thin^ ought to be left to the disersAm 
of parliament, m wiiose integrity and public snrft 
they thought it improper to express, paxticularry at 
that time, any kind ot distrust. 

The petition from the county of York was pre- 
sented on the eighth of February, by Sir Oeorge 
SaviUe, member for tiie county, who stated, " ttmt 
it was si^ed by Aove eight ttiousohd frecheMerB. 
This petitioB, he said, had been procured by no 
luaderhand arts of publio canyass; it waa first 
moved in a meeting of six hundrad gentlemea ; and 
tliere was, hq believed, more property ia the hall 
where it was agreotl to, than was rrnitaiafid within 
the walls of ttie house of oommoos. It was a peti- 
tion, he said, to wliieh the administration would ni>t 
date to refose a hearing, however Oe arts of minis- 
terial artifice and finesse might be caaployed to de- 
feat the purpose of it." 

Sir George SaviUe was peevishly answered by 
the minister, and powerfniuy supported by Fax. 
The petition was allowed to be laid en the table, as 
well as a petition firom Jamaica, oouplahung of the 
defenceless state of that island. 

MR. BURKE'S PLAN OF ECONOMICAL 
REGULATION. 

Thk way being thus prepared by the peHtiona, 
Burke proceeded to open his promised j^wn of 
economy, which induded the foUewing faAs, via. 
First, *' A bill for tbe better regulatioa of Us ma- 
jesty's dvil establishments, and of certain public 
oflKJes ; for the limitation of pensions, and the sup- 
pression of sundry useless, expensive, and ineon- 
veaient places ; and for applymg die monies saved 
thereby to the public service.** Hie seoond, « A 
bUl for the sale of the finest and other crown lands, 
rents, and hereditaments, with oertai« eaoeptions ; 
and for applying the produce thereof to the public 
service ; and for securing, ascertaining, and satis- 
fying, tenant-rights, and common, and omer rights.* 
luird, « A bill for the more perfectly uniting to the 
crown the principality of Wales, and the county 
palatino of Chester, and for the more oommodious 
administration of justice within the same ; as also, 
for abolishing certain ofllees now appertainine 
thereto ; for quieting dormant dalms, ascertaining 
and securing tenan^rights, and ftir the sale of 
forost lands, and other lands, tenements, and hcre- 
ditamenU, held by his aaa|esty in right of the said 
principality, ur ooanty palatine of Chester, and for 
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By now bflldnsiBf thofttOy 
and ■eo ufhy of tenant and 
, and for Hie aale of all ronti, landa, 
mta, handitaflaenti. and fiunaalB, within th« 
■tiddntchy and eonntf panrtine, or aither of tfavn ; 
and lor appl]^f llie pfodoeo tbareof to ibm jraMIe 
aorTke." And ftftUy, ** AliOl far mhinf llio docchy 
of Cornwall to tiio orawn ; fi>r tbm tajiiiraaflon of 
■nneoaanry oflloaa now belonging thereto ; for the 
aaoatBinaent and aecmrity of .tenant and ottMr 
ri^ta ; and for the aale of oertain rents, lands, and 
tenements, within or belonging to the aald dutdiv ; 
and for applying tbm prodnoe thereof to the pnimc 
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royal honaeKoM. It comprehended the treaa u rer, 
~ er of £e 



I, «w»«.i» «. w« honaehold ; the tren- 
rer of the ehunber; fhe master of the boose- 
hold ; the iii»ol»board of green cloth ; and a rest 
nmnber of subordinate oflwea in the department of 
the steward of the household. It incinded also the 
whole eatablishment of the great wardrobe, the re- 
noring wardrobe, Uie jewel offlce, the robes, and 
ahnost the whole charge of die ciru branch of the 
board of ordnance* Ail these arrangements taken 
together, be said, would be foond to relloTe the na- 
tion from a Tast weight of influence : and that, so 
far from disferesring, it weald rather fnward erery 
pnblio serrloe. - 

His plan likewise extended to the deatraedon df 
•nbormnate treasuries, of coosequenoe to the two 
trcasaries or pay-offlcea of the antra and narr. He 
proposed that these odlces should be no longer 
oanu or treasuries, but mava ofl toea of administra- 
tbm; and that all money which was fbrmerly im- 
pressed to Aen, shoadd ftr the flature be ia^pressed 
to the bank of Rnghmd. He was Ukewise of opin- 
ion, that the bminess of the mint, esoepting what 
T^ted to it as a mannfiMitory,8honldJ)e transferred 
la that corporation. He proposed tikewise the 
total removal of the snbordmue treasury, and of 
floe of die pay-master of the pensions ; the pay* 
ments, in ratnre, to be made oy the exeho^crr; 
the great patent ofBooa of the exehaqoer to m r» 
dvoed to meed salariea ; and, as the preaent llres 
and rerersions should lUI, the sereral plaoea of 
keepers of the stag-hoanda, buck-huonds, fov* 
hounds, and harriers, to be totally abolished. He 
also proposed to relbnn the new oAoe of third se- 
evatary of state, c o mmoaly callod secretary of state 
isr the eotonies ; the fabrication of which, like that 
of all other late arrangements, he eansidered 
perely as a job, the two andent se cr et a ries being 
snppoaed now, as herotoliDVe, lUly competent to 
tihe whole of Ae pobbo bualneos. He concluded 
his plan of reduction, by proposing, ttie total anni- 
hilation of the board of trade, aa an oAce totally 
useless, answering none of its arowed or supposed 
, and serring merely to praride eight mem- 
of parliament, and diereby to retain dielr ser- 
▼ioes. He likewise proposed a lindtotion of the 
total amount of pensions to sixtv thousand pounds 
annum : but he did not wish to take away any 
a pendon, and thought it more prudent, in 
that respect, net to adhere to the letter of the pe- 
titions. 

This plan of redaetlott had annexed to it a plan 
of arrangement, which he eonfassed to be dke fa* 
TOtirite pett of Us soheaae, as he imagined it would 
prevent aD prodigalitrin thedriUist Ibr the ftitare. 
He proposed to estabnsh a ftxed and inyaelable or- 
der la ui paymaats, from whidi the ftrstlord of the 
nowd not be pemdned in any ease to de- 
For this pnrpeae. the drUJIst payments 
to be dlvidea into nine daases, putting each 
I Carward aoooading to the importance or jus- 
of the deanand, ev to the inabiUty of the per- 
I entMed to enlteee ttnir pretensions. In the 
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whole pension list 
in die aevenfh ; die offleea of hoonur 
king, in dM dghth ; and the nindi iii> 
chided the salaries and pendona of the Ant lord of 
the treasury Mm s e l f, the chanoeDor of the exchequer, 
and other comndsatoners of that department. To 
these arralkgemento were added some regnladons,- 
uftieh wotfid far erer haTenrerentod any dTfl-Ust 
debt frtnn coming on the pnnlie. 

Buika's speedi on drfs oooasion, upwards of ttree 
hours in length, was not only heard widi die great- 
est attentiob, but recelTod the highest enoomlnms 
from both sides of the house, who could not relrabt 
from expi I'eaing their adndratidn at die rast And 
of polltieal knowledge displayed by that gentleman 
with renrd to erery department of state. The mi> 
nister, tberolbre, peroetring dds, diought proper 
not to ol^et to the plan on the ilrst motion. He 
aaaured the house, that mi man was more aealoua 
lor the estahttshment of a permanent system of 
economy than himself. But that, besides the sub- 
jecte of the present being so numerous and rarious 
as to reqdre some time for comprehension, soma 
of them affected the king's patriaaonial income ; on 
which aocomit he thought it necessary to obtain the 
consent of tlw crown before tbey proceeded upon 
them. For this reason be proposed to postpone the 
three faflls which related to (be crown luids, the 
prindpality of Wales, &c. which was yidded to as a 
point of decorum. — ^In three days, however, they 
were liirought in widiont any oqfectfon. The sur- 
veyor general of the dntdiy of Cornwall made ob- 
jectiens to that relating to die union of this county 
widi the erown, on account of the adootity of the 
prinee of Wales ; on whlA Bufke, dK»ngfa with re- 
loetooce, withdrew hia mefion. 

The house of peers to the mean time were (hr 
from betog hidolent or iaattentiTe spectators of the 
toteresttog scenes now' pasdng. (m die rery day 
diat Ae pedtion of die county of York wa^ pre- 
sented to die hoose of commons, die eail of Shel- 
bume moved. In the house of peers, " tor the ap- 
pointment of a conmdttee of members of bodi houses 
of parUament, possessing ndther employmenta nor 
ptoidons, to examine into the public expenditure 
and the mode of aeconnthig for the same." This 
motion was supported br his lordship to a very 
able speech, in ^ndch he dedared " that die great 
point to which his vrishes tended, and to eflTect 
which his medon was chiefly fhoned, was to anni- 
hilato that nodue influence operating upon both 
houses of parliteaent, which, if not eradicated, 
would prove the Aastmction ot tUs country. To 
reatore to parlSament ita constittttioaal indopen 
dcnce, and to place government upon its true foun. 
dadoDs, wisdom, justice, and pnblle virtae, was, the 
noble earl said, his most eaxtoeat desire, and this 
conM not be mTectod without striking at the rbot 
of parliamentary oormptton. Exchalvn of this 
neat and primary object, his lordaUp diowiod, that 
the most shameful waste of the public money had 
taken place In every brandi of die national expendi- 
ture. To support a most mtoous and disgraceful 
war, a wicked, bloody, and unjust war I tho miois- 
ter had borrowed year after ydar upon Itclitious 
and unproductive taxes, and anddpated the pro- 
duce of the dnUng ftind to answer ids own views. 
Solely tetent upon borrowing, be appeared to hare 
lost nght of every Idea of decreastog the debt. H 
was die uncontroued possession of the public purse 
which oreated that corrupt and dangerous tofluenco 
in parliament, of irhiDh such Ikt^ use had been 
made ; which put into the ministei's hands the 
means of delusioo, which served to fortify Um in 
his mad career, and which left no hope ot prospect 
of punishing Urn for the enormity of his crnnes. In- 
fluence so employed, his lordship declared to be a 
curse lir greater, and morn to be deprecated, than 
pestilence or frmiino. The present motion, the no- 
ble earl observed, was not era nature novd to par- 
liaanant ; in former times, particularly in the yoar.4 
1708, 170S, and 1717, there nad been commissioners 
of aoconnti appototed by act of parliament. The 
direct of the ptopodtion now before the house was 
of a nature exaedy similar, and it #ent to the abo- 
lition of an ofltoes, whatover thefar salaries or ap- 
pdntmenls, that answered no other end but that 
of increastag die nndue and uneonstitultonal to- 
flnenoe of the crown." In support of tho motion, 
the duke of Grafton' declared, "that i^rom his own 
wledgn and immediate observation, he conM 
ft with confldcnce that the spirit of discontent 
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«iid ■fllifTit*r^*«»**** WM almoft naiTerMlly gone 
ibrth, and tiiat die petidoiM roc«Dtly presented ex- 

EVMed the genome^ aenae of the people." The 
nil Stormon^ Manafleld, and the lord chancellor, 
maintained, *' that the preaont motion was a viola^ 
tion of the inherent exdoATe pririlege of the 
other howe to eontrol the poblie expenditnrOp 
which no composition, compromise, or oompaet, 
would indnce titem to part with. They insisted 
that fhe motion was brooght forward to embamss 
goremment, and to throw an odium npon his ma* 
Jesty's confidential adrisers ; and that the petitions 
with which the motion was oonnected were filled 
with absnrd and impracticaUe notions of pnUic re- 
form, and spedons theories calculated to w'^'ead 
the nation, and to introduce uniTorsal confusion.*' 
The marquis ef Bocklngham distinguished himself 
in the debate hy an animated speech in defence of 
the motion. His lordship said, '* that a system had 
been formed at the aoQesalon of his present migosty 
to govern this country under tiie forms of law, but 
in reality through the immediate influence of the 
crown. This was the origin of all our national mis- 
fortunes ; the measures of die present reign wore 
every internal and external eridence of that dan- 
gerous and alarming origin ; and, when combined, 
they presented such a system of corruption. Tonali- 
ty, and despotism, as had never perhaps been known 
under any form of free and limited government. 
This system he had for seronteeh years uniformly 
and vigorously opposed, and particularly during the 
short time he haid presided at the head of the treas- 
ury, but to Tory litde purpose. As he had come 
into office at his majesty's desire, sn he had quitted 
it in obedience to his authority. His lordship im- 

Sored the ministry not to persist in that blind and 
therto invincible spirit of obstinacy, which had 
lj«ou|^t the nation into its present calunitous situa- 
tion, hut to pay some attention to the voioe of the 
people and die interests of their country." On the 
division the numbers were, noo-oontents one hun- 
dred and one, contents fifty-fire, fire-and'tliirty of 
whom entered their protest on the journals. This 
was the largest minority diat had for man^ years 
been known in the house of peers in opposition to 
the court; and, exclusive of placemen, ipensioners, 
And bishops, tbis expirins foction constituted a clear 
and decisiTe majority of the lords present at this in- 
teresting discussion. 

Burke's economical bill, having been read a first 
time, was proposed for a second reading. But die 
minister, instead of using any arguments against it, 
charged the minority with precipitating a measura 
notsnflicienUy considered ; untU at last being called ' 
upon to declare, whether he would oppose it on the 
second reading, or let it go to a committee, he de- 
clared, after much apparent irresolution, that he 
did not mean to oppose it. llie bill being then read 
a second time without opposition, anotlier debate 
ensned on its commitment. Burke insisted on its 
bcuag committed the ensuing day, and the minister 
that it should be delayed for some time. Alter some 
altercation, howoTcr, the question was carried in 
favour of tlia minister by two hundred and thirty 
to one hundred afid ninety-five. 

One clause of the bill was for the abolition of the 
board of trade. On thb subject the opponents of 
ministry endeaTonred to prove, that the board in 
question was totally inelncient and nseleaa ; or, if 
at any time it was active, it became either misduer- 
ons or ridiculous ; but of late it had dwindled into a 
mere sinecure office, which answered no other pur- 

1>ot;e, than that of providing eight members for par- 
lament, and secunng their Totes to the minister by 
a pension of a thousand a yuar oach. On this oc- 
casion it was shown, that when the business of trade 
and plantations had been managed by a committee 
of council without salariea, it had been attended by 
persons of greater rank, weight, and ability, and that 
much more difficult and delkate business was trans- 
acted with more expedition and satkfaction than 
after the appointment of the board of trade. The 
question was called after two in the morning, when 
the abolition of the board was carried against min- 
istry by a majority of eight; the numbers being two 
hundred and seven agauot one hundred and nine- 
ty-nine. Some members in opposition had endea- 
voured to persuade the lords of trade to withdraw 
before the division, on the footing of decency ; but 
the question was too interesting for them to make 
any sacrifice to delicacy and punctiUo on such an 
ocoMion. 



Daring the debates on this aoUeet It waa flivt 
discovered, that the minister and Sir Fletcher Nor 
ton. die speaker of die house of oommohs, were on 
bad terms. Pox having called up the latter to give 
his private opinion as a member, and his profes- 
sional one as a lawyer, on the competency of parlia- 
ment to control the civil-list revenue, the speaker, 
after stating several other reaaons against eomply. 
ing widi Fox's request, declared also, that he had 
formerly given an opinion widi regard to a law 

aseation in that houae (auppoaed to allude to a 
anae in the royal ouurriage bill), which not only 
sulQected him to a misiatei^retation of his conduct; 
but he had also the misfortune to find, that be had 
thereby given offence in a quarter where he cer- 
tainly did not Intend or wish to give any. He then 
took notice, that the minister had l<nig witlidrawn 
from him all Inendship and confidence : tiiat froM 
the time of his reporting the sense of that house at 
the bar of the other, on delivering the money trills 
for the discharge of the dvil-liat dmti, and the in 
crease of its revenue, all appearances of friendship 
and confidence had oeased on the part of the minis- 
try; though he was still at a loss to guess what juat 
cause of offence he had given. Alter apologizing 
for his conduct on diat occaaion, and giving aome 
hints of a recent injury he had recdved, he declar- 
ed, that he was not a mend to the minister, and he 
had repeated and conviudna proolii diat the minia- 
ter was no friend to him. The time, however, was 
not yet arrived when it would be proper to mako 
the circumstances of the transaction public : but, if 
the noble lord did not do him justice, he would state 
the particulars to the house ; and he would submit 
to them, how far he was bound to remain in asitna- 
tion, where a jperformance of the dntiea annexed to 
it subjected ham to gross and flagrant injury. 

The minister exp res s e d the greatest sutprise at 
this charge, as well as ignorance concerning any 
thing that could possibly have given occasion to it ; 
which at length induced Sir Fleteher to depart from 
hu proposed intention of keeping aecret tae injury 
he had reodved, and to lay it before die house. It 
was stated bv Sir Fleteher, that upon the death of 
the late speaker, he had been strongly solicited by 
die minister at that time (die duke of Gnfton) to 
accept of die honourable station of speaker of the 
houae of commons. As he had then aeveral very 
atron|; olgectiona to his acceptance Of the place in 
question ; particularly, that his business as a law- 
yer would thereby be interrupted ; the m«m*ter en- 
deavoured to remove that objection, by promising, 
that in consequence of the advantages he had given 
up, he should be entitled to hold the nneoure plane 
of chief justice in eyro, which he now poasessed. 
But notwithstanding tins, he had lately disc o v e rod, 
to his, gre^t surprise, that a negotiation was dma 
on foot between the present minister, and the chief 
judge of one of the courts, by whidi the latter waa 
to ntlte on a pension, for the purpose of enabling 
another to supply his place, and to the utter sub- 
version of his own claim. Ho assured the oommit- 
tee, that he never meant to challenge their atten- 
tion upon any subject merely personal to himself : 
but dunking at all times, that nothing ought to be 
kept more pura and unpolluted than the fountaina 
of phblic justice, he could not but feel when any 
measure was adopted, under whatever pretext, &at 
might afford even a colour of their being corrupted, 
or that any improper means were used for render. 
ing the courts of justice subservient to party and to 
foctious views ; on which account, he tnonght it in. 
cumbent npon him to relate the whole transaction. 
Money, he said, had been proposed to be given 
and recdved to a yery large amount, to bring 
about the arrangement he had mentioned ; and he 

e lodged himsdf to the house, that at a proper tiaaD 
e would bring a oatisfectory proof of what he luul 
asserted. 

To all tUs the mmister replied, that he did no* 
look npon himsdf to be respondble for any proasao 
which might have btsen made bv his prederesaeis in 
office. He did not question the aceount given by 
the right honourable gentleman of the ooudderm- 
tions on which he had accepted the chair; but he 
could foirly answer, that he neither knew of the 
transactions at the time, nor looked upon hlniBulf 
as bound, when he did come into office, by any sudi 
promise. With respect to the n>eaker*s assertion, 
that a negotiation, such as he had described, was on 
foot, and that money had been proposed to be given* 
and recdved, he totally denied it; assuring dm 
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ipetker, that he had been groeely misinronBed ; 
tuni, M be hSnwelf was acenaed of being one of the 
meting partiea, he waa entitled to aay, tliat no aoeh 
n^obation waa on foot. 

This prodaced soch a scene of altercation between 
these two fUostrious antagunists as had never be- 
fore been exhibited in the British parliament ; but 
tfaoagh the affair made a noise at the time, it pro- 
daced no farther effect, tlian that fA furnishing 
oppositioa with a new argument, namely, that 
the alarming influence of the crown had not only 
perraded, but deranged every part of the national 
economy. 

Hie twentieth of March, Burke's clause, for the 
abolition of the offices of treasurer of the chamber, 
treasurer of the household, cofferer, and a muabcr 
of subordinate places belonging to them, was intro- 
dnced to the committee. Tms was regarded by 
many of the friends of administratumwiththe great- 
est horror, as a kind of sacrilege widi regard to ^ 
person and dignity of the sovereign. Tliis, they 
saidf was not a regulation of office ; it was an in- 
trusion into the kinp^s own household. The state 
bad nothing to do with the domestic servants of the 
king. The biU they considered from the beginning 
as a systematic attack on the constitntion, and the 
pemidons tendency of it apj^ared every day more 
and more. The questioa with them was not the 
utility of the employments, but the power of tak- 
ing them away. If this could be done by par- 
Bament, the king had nothing that he oould caU 
his own. 

Burke himself insisted very much open the pre- 
sent clause of the bill ; and said, that if this was 
carried against him, he would consider the whole 
as lost. The office of treasurer of the chamber waa 
the first office he had fixed upon ; it led the way, 
and involved all the rest. He concluded, by declar- 
ing, that he would not continne to torture his weak 
and disordered constitution bv fighting his bill 
through inch by inch, but would leave it to the peo- 
ple at large to go on with it as they thoughtproper; 
and they would judge by the event, hcnuL &r tneir 
petitions were fikely to procnre redress for the 
grievances they complained of. 

In this manner the debates were carried on tiU 
very late, when the question was lost by two hun- 
dred and ten to a hundred and fifty eight. Burke 
then declared his total indifference as to what be- 
came of the rest of the bill ; bet Fox encouraged 
him to go on. The mere abolition of the board of trade, 
even if nothing more was done, he Miid, was worth 
the struggle ; for as be was determined, and hoped 
his honouraUe friend would join him, in renewing 
bilk bill from session to session, they would have 
seven' fewer of the enemy to encounter the next 
tfane. The succeeding parts were accordingly gone 
through, and each of them negatived without a di- 
vision. 

CBLBBRATED VOTE OK THE INFLUENCE 
OF THE GROWN. 

On the sixth of April admfaiistration met with a 
severe defeat ; a more remarkable resolution hav- 
ing been adopted than any that had been passed in 
the British parliament since the revolution. The 
day had been previously appointed for taking into 
conaideration uie petitions of the people of England, 
aoaiomiting to forty in number, and filled with such 
i mmen se numbers of subscriptions as occupied a 
most astonishing hvlk. The business was introduc- 
ed by Dunning; who with hit usual eloquence and 
ability, observed, that though the petitions conveyed 
many difibrent ideas, they all agreed fn one ftmda- 
BMDtal principle, which was, the setting limits to 
the dangerous, increased, and unconstitutional in- 
fluence of the crown : and. a request of an econo- 
mical method of spendug the pnbnc monoT. Though 
these appeared to be two different subfectB, they 
were, be said, verv strictly connected. If the pub- 
Bo money was fisithftilly applied, and frugally ex- 
pended. It would hn its eflbct reduce the undue in- 
flnenee of the crown ; and if, on the other hand, 
that influence should be reduced within its due 
bounds, it would immediately restore ibe energy of 
parlia men t, and once more give efficacy to the ex- 
eieise of that great power of seeing to toe disposal, 
andcoDtroIUng (he expenditure of the pubHo money, 
with which the constitntion had invested the house. 
Having stated at great length the little regard which 
had bean paid to the petitions of so many coimties. 
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ha oondnded, tfiat as every ueaas had iallod of pro- 
ducing the desired effect; he thought it his duty, 
and it was tiae duty of the house, to take some de- 
terminate measure, by which the people might 
certainly know what they had to trust to, and whe- 
ther their petitions were adopted or rejected ; and, 
in order to bring matters fairly to a decision, he 
said, that he should now frame two propositions, 
alMtracted from the petitions on the table, and take 
the sense of the committee upon thom. 

The fint of these propositions was, that " the in- 
fluence of the crown has increased, is increasing, 
and ought to be dhninisbed." The fact, he said, 
was notorious. But as a collateral evidence, he ob- 
served, that nothing less tlian the most alarming 
and corrupt influence could induce a number of 
gentlemen in that house to support the minister by 
their votes in those measures which they reprobated 
wiOiont doors as absurd and ruinous. This he de- 
clared unon his honour to be the case, and within 
his own immediate knowledge ; and he added, tibat 
he himself had never bestowed upon the measures 
of administratioii such severe epitnets as had fallen 
in his presence from the mouths of members abroad, 
who bad nevertheless supported tfiem within the 
waUs of the house. Nor waa the number small who 
behaved in this manner, as he had it in his power, 
were not the task too invidious, to point out more 
than fifty members who held such strange language 
and conduct. 

On this trying occasion the ministry defended 
themselves by calling Dunning's resolution an ab- 
stract proposition, which ought not to come before 
the house. In other respects it was entirely use- 
less, being neither calculated to avert any evil, nor 
to point nt any remedy ; it was unsupported by facts ; 
and as for the allegations of Dimning, they oould 
answer for themselves, that they were totally with- 
out foundation. The very unfortunate circum- 
stances of (he times, when the peqple were univer- 
sally discontented by the consequences of a ruinous 
war, and their own heavy burdens, showed that the 
influence of the crown could not be increasing. It 
was besidea rery unfair to represent 'matters in such 
a light as if the influence of tfie crown had only 
taken place during the present administration. 
This Was a censure of such a severe nature, that 
the most substantial and solid proofii were evident- 
ly required befbre it could be adopted ; whereas 
there was not a single word of evidence tendhig in 
any manner of way to show, that the present ad- 
ministration was in the least different from thosa 
which had gone before it. 

The speaker (Sir Fletcher Norton) now joined hie 
influence to that of opposition. He said, that how- 
ever disagreeable it might be to him to take any 
part in the debates of the house, there were soma 
cases, and he considered the present aa one of them, 
in which it would be criminal to remain sUent. He 
afltarmed, from his own knowledge, diat the influ- 
once of the crown was increasing ; but, at the same 
time, he asserted, that the allegation could admit 
of no proofo ; it could only be known by Uie mem- 
bers of the bouse who were to decide upon it aa 
jurors, from the internal conviction arising in their 
minds. After amiealing to the feelings of the gen- 
demna who heard htm, and pointing out how idle 
it was to prescribe limita to the prerogatives at the 
crown, while they permitted a more dimgeroqs, be- 
oause concealed influence to remain, he observed, 
that the government of Britain, under its true and 
proper definition of '* a monarchy limited by law," 
required no other assistance for the exercise of its 
functions, than what it derived from the constitution 
and the laws. The powers vested in die executive 
part of government, and, in his opmion, wisdy 
placed there, were abundandy sufficient for every 
useful purpose of government, and without any 
further assi«tance were too ample for the purposes of 
bad government; and he thought himself bound, as 
an honest man, to declare, that the influence of the 
crown had increased ihr beyond the bounds of a 
monarchy stricdy limited in its nature and extent. 
He likewise observed, diat it was no doulrt very 



galling (0 the house to be informed of their duty by 
the pctidoners ; but they ought to recoBect, that It 
was entirely their own fonlt. What the petitioners 
now demanded ought to have originated within ^e 
walls of the house ; and then, what woidd now bear 
the appearance of too much compulsion, would 
have been received with gratitude. But, at all 
events, they ought to consider that they were diea 
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•itting as Ibe fp gM« tttoU fy of «ho p«opb, an^ 
•oWly for their adVuiCaf e and benoftt, and Oat diey 
in duty »U>od plednd to diat peoplo, aa thoir crea^ 
aton, fpr the aiwil diacbarge oi thoir tnut. 

The aathority of tho apoakor had voch an oflTect, 
that the miniaterial parlar aoon fbond tho qneadon 
going againot them. The lord advocate of Scotland, 
in order to proTont it from being hiat, proposed aach 
an amendment aa he anpposed woidd do r^}e(*>ted hy 
opposition, and conaeqnently that the whole would 
fau to the grotand. The amendment conslatod in 
inserting the words, *' That it is now pecessary to 
declare f but in this he waa mistaken : the amend- 
ment was readily and unexpectedly agreed to by 
the opjpoaite paity : and on a dirision the numbera 
were m fiaronr ot die motion two hundred said 
thirty three, against it two handred and fifteen ; so 
that the court was left in a minority of eighteen. 
Dnnniag then moTod, <* that it was competent to 
that haiiae to examine into and to correot abuses hi 
tha anaenditurc of tho ciTil-Ust, as well as in erery 
other branch of the public roTenue, whenerer it 
ahall seem expedient to the house to do so." This 
was opposed by lord North, who, in the strongest 
terms, expressed his wishes that the committee 
would not proceed. The motion was noTortheless 
agreed to oy the house. Mr. Thomas Pitt then 
mored, " that it was Ae duty of that house to pro- 
vide, as fiur as might be, an immediate and effectual 
redress of the abuses complained of in the petitions 
presented to the house from the diHerent counties, 
dtiea, and towns in this kingdom." The minister 
once more eamesdy implored the oommittee to de- 
sist, but with no e^t; the motion was agreed to. 
It was lastly moved by Fox, ** Ant the resolutions 
should be immediately reported to the house;** 
which was deprecated and protested against by lord 
North, aa Tkuent, arbitrary, and contrary to the 
eatablished usage of parliament. The motion, how- 
ever, was carried, and the chairman reporting tte 
resolutions accordingly, they were severally agreed 
to by the house. 

On the tenth of AprQ, the con uni tt e e being re- 
sumed. Donning ** congratulated the house upon 
the late decisions, which he however said, coold 
avail little unless the bouse proceeded eilbctually 
to remedy the grievances complained of by tibe 
people. The alarmhig and increasing influence 
of the crown being now admitted by a solemn deci- 
sion of that hooae, it was incumbent upon them to 
go finom generals to particulars. With a view 
uerefore of extirpating that corrupt influence, he 
should moVe, " that there be laid before the house 
every sesst6n, widiin seven days after tiie mtfeting 
of parliament an account of aU monies paid out of 
the dvil revenue to, or Ibr the use of, or in tnut 
far, any member of pafttament since- the last re- 
ceai.*' nus was olQeeted to by lord North, the 
lord advocate of Scotiand, tiie attorney-general 
Wadderburae, &c. but was carried without a divi- 
aion. Duoninc then moved, "that the persona 
holding the ofloos of treasurer of the chamber, 
tteaanror of the houaehoU, cofferer of the hotase- 
hbld, oomptroller of the household, master of die 
household, clei^ of the green doth, and their de- 
puties, should be rendered incapable of a seat in 
that house." This was again opposed, and by the 
same persons as before ; but on a division was carri- 
ed by a m^rlty of two hundred and fifteen to two 
hundred and thfrteen voices. So far the patriot^ 
party In parlianent had trinmj^hantly proceeded, 
to the infinite joy of th« disinterested and indtepen- 
dent part of the public, when the sudden illness of 
the speaker obliged the house to a4}oum to the 
twenty-fourth of AprQ ; on which day, the commi^ 
tee being reanmed. Dunning moved for an addreiw, 
* that his ma}esty would be pleased not to dissolve 
Ow parliament or prorogue the proaent session 
lutil tho ofegecCs of die petitions were answered.** 
When the house, after a vehement debate, came to 
a diviaioB on this important question, it was at 
once discovered that the imlbrtunate illness of the 
speaker had hifected " the very Ufe-blood of their 
anterpriso:" die motion being n^ected by a major- 
ity of two hundred and fifty-four to two hundred 
and three. 

On the Vu^^.being eafrled. Fox rose to speak, 
<»«**• ™5f««W pa'ty, drea&ig his eloqu^noe' 
cspedaUy ^ler auch provocation, reaolved that he 
ahould not be heard. A most oxtnwidinary scene 
of oonftuioa and disorder ensued ; and the chair 
baiof repeatedly called upon to exeidae Its an- 



thority, the apeaker at length, with tiia 
hemenbe of v<rice, called upon every sido of the 
house to order ; and having caused the bar to be 
cleared by the proper eflicers, required and insist- 
ed that every memoer shoaU take his fdacc. Itia 
way being thus cleared for Fox, the deaertars 
were condemned to hear their oondoct represent' 
ed in such a manner as perhaps was never done 
on any oocaaion in that house before, the severity 
of which was aggravated by the oonsdousnesa 
that the treatment they received waa not un- 
merited. 

Fox waa seconded in his censure by Dunning, 
and a direct charge of treacbery against the nation 
was brought by both. The counties, they said, do> 
pending on the lUth of parliament for the redress 
held out by dmse resolutions, had relaxed greatly 
in die measures they had formerly pursued for ob- 
taining it by other means ; and the county of Cam* 
Inridge la particular had, up<m diat dependanee, 
reoc^ded its own te a dm io u of appointing a oom- 
mittee of assodadon. They both lifcewiae declar- 
ed, that the division of tUs night was totally deci- 
sive wMi regard to tke petitions ; that it amounted 
to a fbn and general reaction of their prayer ; and 
that tSl hope of obtaining any redresa for the peo- 
ple in that house was at an end. The minister re- 
plied in his usual strain of address ; and the house 
being now disposed to' assent to whatever he saidL 
the aflbir of reformation was totally abandoned, and 
the remainder of Burke*s estahJiidiment bill vras re- 
jected as fast as it was proposed. 

The triumph of the ministry was soon oomjrfeted, 
and every attAnpt at reformation was rendered 
for ever ftuidem m this country by the proceedings 
of an intolerant and lawless mob. The ofltenoe 
which the repeal of Ae penal laws against papists 
gave to the people of Scotland, and the violent 
proceedings of the intemperate aealots in that part 
at die kingdom, have been already noticed. The 
prejudice was gradually extended to En|^land, and 



mudi pains were taken by inflammatory 
and pamphlets to pr^ndice the ndnds of the people 
l^pdnst the late wiae and salutary relaxation of the 
penal code. It was at length determined to pre^ 
pare a petidon for a repeal of the law in Question, 
which b aflirmed to have obtained one nundred 
and twenty thousand signatures, or msrics, of men 
of the lowest orders of society, wboae excess of 
aeal could be equalled only by the grossnewof their 
ignorance ; a combination of qualities at once ridi- 
culous and terrible. Lord George Gordon, tho 
president of the protestant associations both in 
England and Scotiand, who was also a member of 
the house of commons, declined to present this 
petition, unless he were accompanied to (he hoose 
by at least twenty thousand men. 

RIOTS IN LONDON. 

A pcBLic meeting of the assodatfen was, in 
consequence, convened in St. George's FMds, June 
second, 1780, whence it was snppebed that not lesa 
than fifty thousand persons proceeded in reguhur 
divisions, with lord George Gordon at their head, 
to the house of commons, where their petition waa 
presented by their presidlent Towards evening 
this multitude began to grow very tumultnens, and 
grossly insulted various members of botib ' 
compelling them in passing to and from the 
to cry, " No Popery t*' and to wear blue rodiadea. 

During the debates on the petition, lord 

GoMon irequendy addressed the mob withoot, 
terms calculated to inflame their ps 
expressly stating to them. ** that ue people. eC 
Scotland had no redress till they pulled dew» tkm 
popish chapels.** After the ajboaamment ef 



house, the mob, on this suggeoi 
proceeded to the denmlitian ot die rhimala .. 
Sardinian and Bavarian ambassadors. Tbe aOil 
being ordered oat could not prevent die 
but apprehended various of the ihi|^eadei«» 

The next day, Saturday, passed qniedy; but ea 
Sunday the rioters rwaasaiiwiled in vaat numlr tr s ^ 
and destroyed the chapeb and private dweiUn^ 
belonging to the prindpal cathdiea in (he vioiBity 
of Moorfields. 

On monday they extended their duiaslatlya to 
other parts of the town ; and Sir Geotge Snvi]to*e 
house, in lieoester Fields, waa totally dew ~ 
by theae blind and barbaioua bigeta that 
guiahcd senator and pahdet having had the 1 
to be the first BMver ef the bill. 
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0* TmniAj, tho day «p|^inted for taking the 
petition into coosideratioaa tho mob agiin •or- 
roamlail the porliamont-howe, aad tenewea their 
ootrageo and intnltk The hooee, after pawing 
•one reeokitiooa adapted to the occeeion, and ex- 
preeviTO of their jntt faidignatiop, immediately ad- 
joumed. In the ereniag the populace, now 
ffrown more daring than ever, attacked the prison 
of Newgate, where theb comradea were confined, 
with aatoaiahing reaohition ; and, setting the bnild- 
i«a in ilamea, liberated more than three handred 
lelona and debtoxa resident within its walls. £n- 
^urasad by the impunity with which they had 
miherto acted, they men proceeded to lord Mana- 
field'a honee in BloomeburY Square, which thny 
totally demoUehed, his loidahip escapmg not with- 
ent ifiAcolty. The prisons of Clerkenwell ^ere 
also forced, many private booses plundered or 
destroyed, and seareely did the night afford any 
eessatMm of the riots. 

On Wednesday, the King's Bench prison, tho 
Fleet, and Ae house of Laogdale, a ^Jstfller in 
Uolbom, were marked for destruction ; and as the 
evening anproadied, a scene presented itself, the 
entiineo of wlddi may be descnbed, but the human 
imagination is incapable of conveying those senaa- 
tiona of hoiTor which filled the breasts of those who 
saw it. At the same instant ttie King's Bench and 
neet prisons. New Bridewell, the toll-gates on 
Bla(±flriars bridge, the large faousen at the bottom 
of-Holbom, and various houses in other parts of the 
town, to the number bf thirty-six, were seen in 
fiames. — Some wretches wore burned at the houses 
of distillers ; the spirits were brought out in pail- 
ftda, and not only conomon but non-rectified spirits 
were drank with avidity. At one time a piece of 
rains fell on the heads of these devoted miscreants ; 
at another tfiey were discovered nodding over the 
fow, and so desperately iDsensible of their situation, 
and incapable to move, through intoucation, that 
■umy of them were seen to drop into eternity, in a 
manner too shocking for description. The same 
^y attempts wcro made on the Bank, and the 
Fay-Oflkoe : bat these places being strongly guard- 
ed, tiftey failed, and many of the rioters embraced 
an untnnely and unprepared death at the hand of 
the military, rather tnan abandon their destructive 
pursoits. This night was the most dreadful of 
any; the numbers of the killed cannot bo ascer- 
tained ; but as far as report enables us tu estintate 
them they stand thus ; one hundred and nine killed 
by association tnx^s and guards, one hundred and 
one by light-horse, and seventy-five died in the 
hospitals. Those who were present speak of these 
Menes as exceeding any thing recorded in our 
annals. Before noon, on Thursday, the regulars 
and nnlitia from the country had put a stop to any 
further devastations. 

In the mean lime, about two hundred members 
of the house of commons had the courage to as- 
semble in that place, imder the protection of fibe 
Bo&Htary. Some iresolutions were passed ; one was, 
an assertion of their own privileges ; dte second 
was for a committee of inquiry into the late and 
present outrages, and for tne discovery of their 
promoters and abettors; a third for a prosecu- 
tion by the attorney-general ; and the fonrtn for an 
address to his mmesty for iho reimbursement of 
the foreign ministers tb ihe amount of the damage* 
they had sustained by the rioters. But the news 
of the conflagration begun in the dty arriving, oc- 
casioned their hasty adjournment. On Thursday the 
eighth of June, lord George Gordon was taken into 
custody and conveyed to the horse guards, where 
he underwent an examination before the lord pre- 
■ident, hud North, lord Amherst^ the secretaries of 
•tate, and several lords of the privy council, and in 
tfie evening was committed a dose prisoner to the 
Tower.' He was attended thither by a greater 
force than ever was known on any similar occa- 
rion. Lord Creorge Gordon was in the following 
year brought to trial for high treason, and acquitted 
of an the charges ; nor among all tnose who were 
apprehended, brought to trial, and hanged, were 
mere any proved to belong to that company who 
assembled m St. George's Pfelds. 

Thus ended this disgraceful afifkir. Though the 
ministry, however, artfully endeavoured to throw 
the whdc of the riots on the intolerant spirit of the 
Protestant associatian, yet it is certain tibat their 
own unpopularity greatly served to increase that 
spirit of discontent in the people, which, on the 
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aliahtest occasion, was roftdy to break out into 
vlolenee. The American war, and tiM misery it 
occasioned, was what gave spirit and vigour to the 
proceedings of the proteetant asaociation, and 
pi^iilarity to the mobs which assembled. Iiie ac- 
tual mischief, however, was done by the felons who 
were rescued from the prisons. Joined by a set of 
miscreants, who are ever ready to take the oppor- 
tunity of any popular commotion to plunder and 
rob their frilow-eitiaens. 

It was determined in a committee of the whole 
house of commons, that no repeal should take place 
of the act in favour of the Roman catholics; as the 
grievances said to arise from it were imaginary: 
they came to resolutions in order to set the conduct 
of parliament in a fair ligh^ and to undeceive ikp 
III informed but well-meaning part of the petition- 
ers. On Saturday, July the eighui.his muesty closed 
this tedious session with a speech, in which he ex- 
pressed his satisfaction at the magnanimity and 
perseverance of Us faithAil commons. 

In the course of the summer a special commis- 
sion was issued for the trial of the rioters, of whom 
a very great number, consisting of men very op- 
posite in deecrintion and character, were appre- 
hended. Lord cnief Justice De Grey, whose mild 
and benignant dispoaition. as well as his infirm 
health, was in suited to thfai painful task, wOlingly 
resigning his oflce ; the attorney-general Weddcr- 
bnme was advanced to the chief jt»ticeship, under 
the title of lord Loughborough. The muIttpUcity 
combined with the predpitate and indiscriminate 
severity of th^ sentences passed in his judicial 
capad^ by this magistrate upon the rioters, for 
exceeded any thing known in tiiis country since 
die days of Judge JefiTeries : such indeed as left the 
memory of these transactions impreMod upon the 
public mind In indelible characters of blood. 

On the first of September, a proclamation was 
issued for the dissoluoon of the parliament, and for 
calling a new one. 

SIEGB OF GIBRALTAR. 

Wbilb inteatine violence and riot shook the 
capital, our fleets abroad met with success, which 
served to console the unthinking populace for past 
misfortunes. 

The dose investment of Gibraltar immediately 
succeeded the Spanish declaration of war. It was 
about the middle of August 1779, when the enemy's 
troops first began to break ground before that for- 
tress. Ihoui^ the Spanish batteries were not suf- 
fidentty in forwardness to annoy the garrison to 
any extent, they suffered much from a dreadful 
Bcaidty. Thistles, dandelion, 4a were the dafly 
food of mnltitndes. Hie squadron, dierefore, whida 
had been fitted out, in the latter end of 1770, for Ihe 
defence of the West Indies, under the command of 
admiral Sir George Rodney, was ordered, in its 
way. to touch at Gibraltar, to relieve it ftram the 
blockade, and to convoy thither a considerable fleet 
of transports with necessaries for the garrison. 
He had been but a few days at sea, when a for* 
tnnate chance threw in his way a cqnvoy bound 
from St. Sebastian to Chdi*. condsting at fifteen 
san of merchantmen, under the protection of a fine 
new sixty-four gun ship, and four frigates. The 
whole fleet was captured by the Rngliah admiral, 
who had acarcely adjusted the distr&tttion gi his 
prixes, when, <m the dxteendi of January, off Cape 
St. Vincent, he came in sight of a Spaniah squadron 
of eleven ahipa of the Une, commanded by Don 
Juan Langara. Alter a most gallant dofonce by the 
Spaniards, their admiral's ship of eii^ty guns, and 
three othns of seventy, feU mto the hands of flbe 
KnuHah, and were carried to Gibraltar. After 
having relieved that fortress, the SaglSdi admiral 
sailed about the middle of February with a part of 
the fleet to the West Indies, leaving the ^poaiak 



prises, with a squadron, under tfie care 
admiral Digby. who in bis way home captured a 
French man of war of sixty-four guns. 

AMERICAN AFFAIRS. 

Till SBCcessful defence of Savannah, together 
with the subsequent departure of count D'Bstalng 
from the coast of the United States, soon dissipated 
aU apprehensioBa preriously entertained for dM 
safety of New- York. These drouastanoes pointed 
out to Sir Henry Clinton the prepciety of renewing 
offensiTo opemdoBS. Having oihstBd nothing of 
importance for the two preceding campaignst be 
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turned lib attcoUon fouthwiurd, and regalod him- 
Mlf wHh flattwintf protpecta of M«y conooMt 
•aMHiff the weaker slataB. Th« auitableneM of tlio 
Glimato for winter operatioiu, the richDOM of the 
country, and iti distance from aupport, designated 
8outh-6arolina os a jwoper ol^ecc of enterprise. 
No sooner* therefore, was the departure of the 
French fleet known and confirmed, than Sir Henry 
Clinton committed the command of the ro^l army 
in New- York to lieutenant-general Kniphauseu, 
and embarked for the southward, with four flank 
battalions, twelve regiments, and a corm of British, 
Hessian, and prorinciab, a powerful detachment 
of artillery, two hundred and fifty caralry, togetlter 
with an ample supply of military stores and |>rori- 
•ions. Vice-admiral Arbuthuot, with a suiUblo 
naval force, undertook to conroy the troops to the ' 

£Iace of their destination. On the twenty-sixth of 
locember 1770, the whole soiled ftom Now- York. 
After a tedious and dangerous passage, in which 
part of their ordnance, most of their artillery, and 
all their cavalry horses were lost, the fleet, on the 
twenty-flrst of January 1780, arrived at T>-bee in 
Georgia. In a few davs the transports with 
ttie army on board, sailed from Savannah for 
North Eidisto, and after a short passage, the 
troops made good their landlns about thirty miles 
from Charlestown. and on the eleventh of February 
took possession of John's Island and Stono Perry, 
and soon after of James Island and Wappoo Cut.— 
A bridge was thrown over the canal, and part of 
the royal army took post on the banks of Ashley 
Rlrer, opposite to Charlestown. 

The assembly of the state was sitting when the 
British landed, but broke up aAer '* delegating to 
governor RuUedgo, and such of his council as he 
could conveniently consult, a power to do every 
thing necessary for the public good, except the 
taking away the life of a citiien without a legal 
trial.*' The gOTomor immediately ordered the mili- 
tia to rendeiTOtts. Though the necessity was great, 
few obeyed the preaaingeall. A proclamation was b- 
■ued by the gbremor, under hb extraordinary pow- 
ers, requiring such of the militia aa were regularly 
draughted, and all the Inhabitaub and owners of pro- 

Serty in the town, to repair to the American stan- 
ard and join the garrison immediately, under pain of 
conOscatioh. Thb severe though necessary measure 
produced Tory little eflVct ; so much was the coun- 
try dbplrited by the late repnbe at Savannah. 

CHARLESTOWN TAKBN. 

Thi tedious passage from Now-York to lybee 

Rve tho Americans time to fortify Charlestown. 
lb, together with the losses whldi tho royal army 
had sustahiod in the late tempestuous weather, in- 
duced Sir Henry^ Clinton to despatch an order to 
New- York for reinforcements of men and stores. 
He also directed m^Jor-general Prevost to send on 
to him twelve hundred men from the garrison of 
Savannah. Brigadier-general Patterson, at the 
heatl of thb detachment, made hb way good over 
the river Savannah, and through tho intermediate 
eouBtry, and soon after Joined Sir Henry Clinton 
near the banks of Ashley River. The royal forces 
without delay proceeded to the siege. At Wappoo 
on James Island, they formed a depot, and erected 
fortiAcations both on that bland and on the nmin, 
opposite to the southern and western extremities 
of Charlestown. An advanced party crossed Ashley 
River, and soon after broke ground at the distance 
of eleven hundred yards from the American works. 
At successiTO peruMb, they erected five batteries 
on Charlestown Neck. The garrison was equally 
Msiduons in preparing for its defence. Ilie works 
which had been previously thrown up were 
strengthened and extended. Lines and redoubts 
were continued across from Cooper to Ashley 
River. In front of the whole was a strong abbatb, 
and a wet ditch made by passing a canal from the 
heads of swamps which run in opposite directions. 
Between the abbatb and ttie Imes, deep holes 
were dug at s|tort intervab. The lines were made 
particubriy strong on the right and left, and so 
constructed as to rake tho wet ditch in almost its 
whole extent. To secure the centre, a hovnwork 
had been erected, which being dosed during the 
aiege fonned a kind of citadel. Works were also 
thrown up on nil sides of the town, where a land- 
ing was practicable. Though the Hues were no 
more than lield works, yet Sir Henry Clinton 
treated them with the respoctful bomago of throe 



paraUeta. From the third to Am tentb of AprM, Om 
flnt parmllel was eompleted, and lumediatMv after 



the town was summoned to surrender. On tte 
twelfth, the batlaties were opened, and from that 
day an almost incessant fire was kept up. About 
the tiuio the batteries were opened a work was 
thrown up near Wando River, nine miles lh»m 
town, and anodier at Lempriere's Point, to prsservo 
tlie communioation with tho country' by water. 
A post was also ordered over th» Santee, to favour 
the coming in of relnforcemepfs, or the retreat 
of the garrison wlion necessary. On the twenty- 
first of March, the Britbh marine force, consisting 
of one ship of fifty guns, two of forty-four gun^ 
four of tliirty-two, and the Sandwich armed ship, 
crossed the bar in front of RebeUioa Road, aad 
anchored in Five Fathom Hole. The AnMnieaa 
force opposed to this was the Bricole, whioht 
though pierced for forty-foujr guns, did not nouat 
half of tuat number, two of thirty-two guns, one ef 
twenty-eight, two of twen|y-six, two of twenty, and 
the brig liotre Dame of sixteen gun». The fint 
object of its commander, commodore Wlilpple, was 
to prevent admiral Arbuthnot from crossing the 
bar. but on farther examination tliia was found co 
be impracticable. He therefore fell back to Fort 
Moultrie, and afterwards to Chariestown. The 
crow and guns of all hb vessels, except one, were 
put on shore to reinforce tho batteries. 

On the ninth of April, admiral Arbutimot weigli- 
ed anchor at Five Fathom Hole, and with the ad- 
vantage of a strong sontheriy wind, and flowing 
tide, p as sed Fort Moultrie without stopping to cn- 

Jage It, and anchored near the renuuns of Port 
oluisoo.' Colonel Pincknev, who commanded oa 
Sullivan's Isbnd. kept up a brbk and woU-directed 
fire on tho ships in their passage, which did as great 
execution as could bo expected. To prevent tlio 
royal armed vesseb from running into Cooper Ri- 
ver, eleven vessels were sunk in the channel oppo- 
site to the Exchange, llie batteries of the besiegeiv 
soon obtained a superiority over those of the town. 
All expectation of succour was at an end : the only 
hopo left was that nine thotisand men, the flower or 
the Britbh army, seconded by a^ naval force, might 
fail in stormifig extensive lines defended by leas 
than three thousand men. Under these cnpcun». 
stances, the siege was protracted till the eleventh. 
On that day a great number of the citiicen:t address- 
ed general Lincoln In a petition, expressiug cheir 
acquiescence in the terms which Sir Henry Clinton 
had offered, and reguestinghb acceptance of thum. 
On the reception ox thb petition, general Lincoln 
wrote to Sir Henry^^and offered to accept the tem» 
before proposed. The royal commanden, wbhing 
to avoid th^ extremity of a storm, and unwilUng to 
press to uncouditioQaLi submbsion an enemy, whose 
iriendship they wbhed to conciliate, returned a 
favourable answer. A capitubtion was signed, and 
mi^or-general Leslie took possession of the town ou 
the next day. 

The number which surrendered prisoners of war, 
inclusive of the militia and every adult male inhabi- 
tant was above five thousand ; but the proper gairi- 
son at tho time of the surrender did not exceed two 
thousand five hundred. 

Thb was the first instance in which tho Americans 
had attempted to defand a town. Tho unsuccessful 
event, with its cousequeucps, ' demonstrated the 
policy of sacrificing the towns of the union, in pre- 
ference to endan goring the whole, by riaking too 
much for their defence. 

Shortly after the surrender, the commander In 
chief adopted measures to induce the inhabitants to 
return to their allegiance. It was stated to diem 
in a hand-bill, wUch, though without a name, 
seemed to flow from authority, ** That the helping 
hand of every man was wanting to re-establira 
peace and good government : that the commander 
m chief wished not to draw them into danger, while 
any doubt could remain of his success ; but as 
that was now certain, he trusted that one and 
all would heartily join, and give effect to necessary 
measures for tbat purpose." Those who hnd fami- 
lies were informed, ** that they would be permitted 
to remain at home, and form a militia for the main- 
tenance of peace and good order ; but from thnso 
who had no families it was expected thatthey \rould 
cheerfully assist in driving their oppressors, and all 
the miseries of war, from their bordera." To such 
it was prombed, " tiiat when on service, they would 
bo allowed pay, ammunition, and provisions, b the 
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•attbo ki&c^ tn«iM.'* Abo«cth*; 
n It^] Sir Henry GUaCon, in ■ 
tioii, 'Hacmrad, '* That if any peraon iboidd thaaoe- 
iwward appaar in arma in order to pveTent the aa- 
tabU^hmant of hi* nudatty's gavarmaent in that 
caimtry, or alunaU, under any pracanea or authori- 
ty whaterer, attempt to oompel any olhar panoa or 
penoua ao to do, ur who aaoold hinder oie kiagli 
nithful avlQecti from joining hii forcea, or Iran 
performing tfaoae duties their allagianoe veqoired, 
each peraona ahonld be treated with the ntmoat ae- 
Terity, and their eatatea be immediately aaiaed tor 
confiaeataon." In a few days after [Jane IJ Sir 
Henry Clinton and admiral Arbnthnot, in the cha- 
racter of commiMionen for reatoiing peace, offer- 
ed to the inbabitanta, wich tome exeeptiona, '* par- 
don for their paat treaaonable offeocea, and a rein- 
atatoment in tne poateasion of all thoie rights and 
Smmonitiee which tiiey heretofore had enjoyed un- 
der a free British gorernment, exempt firom taxa- 
tion, except by their own legislatnrea." 

The capital having surrendered, the next olgeet 
with the British was to secure the general sobmla- 
•ion of the whole body of the people. 

IMPOLITIC PROCEEDINGS IN NORTH- 
CAROUNA. 

To fhia end, fhey posted ganisona in different 
parts of the country to awe the inhabitants. They 
also marched with opwards pf two thousand men 
towarda North-Carolma. This caused an immediate 
retreat of some parties of Americans, who had ad- 
Tanced into Uie northern extremity of Soath4?an^ 
Una, widi the expectation of reliering Chariestown. 
One of these, consisting of about three hundred con- 
tinentals commanded by colonel Buford, waa oTer> 
taken at Wachaws by lieutenant-colonel Tarleton, 
and completely defeated. Five out of six of the 
whole were either killed, or so badly wounded, ai^ 
to be incapable of being mored Arom the field of bat- 
tle ; and this took place though they made such iur 
effectual opposition as only to xlll twelre and wound 
fire of the JBritish. This great disproportion of the 
killed, on the two sides, arose from the circumstance 
that lurieton's party reftued quarter to the Ameri- 
cans after they nad oeased to resist and laid down 
their arms. 

Sir Henry Clinton haTing left about four thousand 
men for the southern serrice, embarksd early In 
June with the main army for New- York. On his 
departure the command doTolred on lieutenant- 
general earl Comwallis. The season of the year, 
ttie condition of the army, and the unsettled state 
of Sonth-CaroHna, impeded the immediate inrasum 
of North-Carolina. Earl Comwallis despatched in- 
atmctions to the principal loyalists in that state to 
attend to the tuurest, prepare proTis&ons, and re- 
main quiet till the latter end of August or begin- 
ning of September. His lordship committed the 
care of the frontier to lord Rawdoo, and repairing 
to Chariestown, devoted his principal attention to 
the commercial and dTQ regulations of South-Caro- 
lina. In the mean time, the impossibility of fleeing 
wiOi their families and effects, and the want of an 
army to which the militia of the states might repair, 
induced the p(>eple in the coontry to abandon all 
achemes of farther resistance. At Beaufort, Cam- 
den, and Nfaiety-aix, they generally laid down their 
arms, and submitted either as prisoners or as sub- 
jects. Excepting the extremities of the state bor- 
dering on North-CaroIiDa, the inhabitants who did 
not flee out of the country preferred submission to 
resistance. This was followed by an unusual calm, 
and the British belioTed that the state was thorough- 
ly conquered. An opportunity was now given to 
make an experiment from wuch much was ex- 
pected, and for tho omission of which. Sir Henry 
iHfaiton's predecessor. Sir William Howe, had been 
severely censured. It had been confidently assert- 
ed, that a majority of the Americans were well af- 
fected to the British government, and that, under 
proper regulations, substantial service might be 
expected from them, in restoring the country to 
peace. At this crisis every bias in favour of con- 
gress was removed. Thcur armies in the southern 
states were either captured or defeated. There was 
no regular force to the nonthward of Pennsylvania, 
which was suflicieiit tn awe the firieods of ro^ gov- 
ernment. Every encoaragement was held form to 
those of the inhabitants who would witii arms sup- 
port the old constitution. Confiscation xnd death 



were ttnreatened as the oonacqaence of opposing its 
re-estabHshment. WhUe there was no regular 
anny within four hundred miles to aid the maad» 
of independence, the Britbh were in force posted 
over all the oonntry. The peo^sle were thus left to 
tbemseirea, or rather strongly mipelled to abandon 
an anparently sinking cause, and arrango tiliemselves 
on me side of the conquerors. Under these favour- 
able drcomstanoes, the experiment was made, for 
supporting the British interest by the ekertion of 
loyal inhuUtants, unawed by Ameriean armies or 
republican demagogues. It soon appeared that the 
disgidse which fear had imposed, subsisted no long- 
er than die present danger, and diat the minds ot 
the people, uouffh orerawed, were actuated' by an 
hoaole spirit. In prosecuting the sdieme for ob- 
taining a military aid from the inhabitants, tiiat 
tranquillity which previous successes had procured 
was disturbed, and that aacendency which arms 
had gained was Interrupted. The inducement to 
sulnnnakm with many, waa a hope of obtainiog a 
respite firom the calamitiea of war, under the shel- 
ter of British protection. Such were not less asto- 
nished than eonfonnded. on finding themselves rir- 
taally called upon to take arms in support of royal 
government. This was done in the following man- 
ner:— After the inhabitants, by die specious pro- 
misee of pn^tection and security, had generally sub- 
mittad aa suUsets, or taken th^ parole as prisoners 
of war, a proclamation was issued by Sir Henry Clin- 
ton, whicn set forth, ** That it was proper for all 
persona to take an active part in setmng and secur- 
ing his Bsajesty's government*— -And in whioh it was 
declared, ''That all tbe inhaUtants of the pro- 
Tinca who were then prisoners on parole (those 
who were taken in Fort Moidtrie and Chariestown. 
and soch aa were in actual oonfioaement excepted; 
should firom and after the twentieth of June, be 
freed frmn thefar parolee, and re a t o red fo all the 
rights and duties belonging to ddaens ana inhabi- 
tanta." And it was in the same proclamation for- 
mer declared, that all pemons under the description 
above mentioned, who should afterwards ne^eet to 
return to their allegiance, and to his malestjr's goT- 
enunent, should be considered as enendea and r» 
bale to ^e same and treated accordingly.*' It was 
designed by this arbitrary change of the political 
eondition of the inhabitants, tram prisoners to dti- 
aana, to bring them into a dilenuna which would 
fiNPce tiiem to take an active part in settling and se- 
curing the royal goTemmeut. It involved a msjor- . 
ity in the neoeaslty of either fleeing out of the oonn- 
try, or of becoming a British miUtia. With this 
pxociamation the declenaion of British authority 
commenced; for though the inhabitants, from mo- 
ttvea of fear or conveiuenoe had generally submit- 
ted, the greateat part of them retained an affection 
for th^ American brethren, and shuddered at the 
thought of taking arms against them. Among such 
it was said. *< If we must fight let it be on the side 
of Amerioa, our friends and c o untr y men." A great 
number considering this proclamation as adischarge 
from their paroles, armed themselves in self-de- 
fence, being induced to this step by the royal me- 
naces, that they who did not return to ikudr aBeg- 
iance as BritiA snlQects, must expect to be treated 
as rebels. 

A party always attached to royal gOTomment, 
thon^ they had conformed to the laws of the state, 
rejoiced in the ascendency of the royal arms ; but 
their number waa inoonrideraUe, In comparison 
with the mvdtitude who were obliged by necessity, 
or induced by oonvenianoe, to accept of British 
protection. 

THE AMERICANS RALLY. 

WniLB the conquerors were endeavouring to 
strengthen the party for royal govenunent, the 
\tnmiiinaknm woro uot fatattentive to their Interests. 
Governor Rntiedge, who, during the siege of 
Chariestown, had been requested by general lin- 
coin to go oat of town, was industriously and suc- 
cessfully negotiating with North-Carolina, Virginia, 
and congress, to obtain a force for checking the 
progress of the British arms. Representations to 
the same effect had also been made in due time by 
general liocoln. Congress ordered a conaiderablo 
detachment from their main army to be marched to 
the southward. North-Carolinaaiso ordered a large 
body of militia to take the field. As the British ad- 
Tanced to the Upper coontry of South-CaroUna, a 
considurable uamber of detenaiuod whi|^ retraat. 
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cd before thexD, tnd took, riiftafs in Noitb-CaroUna: 
In dik daM was coloael Bumtu, a dirtingnl«hil 
partisan, who was well qoalUked for coa^hacdM 
military operatioDS. A party of exiles from Soutii- 
Cartdina made choice of him for their leader. At 
the head of this little band of freemen, he returned 
to his own state, aitd took the field against the tIo- 
torious British, after the inhaUtanti had generally 
^jandoned all ideas of farther resistance. This ib< 
expected impediment to the extension of liritish 
conquesti, ronsed all the passions which disap 

feinted ambition can inspire. PreTious snoceaoas 
ad flattered the royal commanders with hopes of 
distingnished rank among the conquerors of Ameri- 
ca, but the renewal of hostilities obscored the pleas- 
ing prospect. Flushed with the ▼ictories they had 
gained in the ftnt 0rlhe campaigp, and belioTing 
OTery thing told than farourable to their wishes to 
be true, thev conceived \hat they had little te fear 
on the south side of Virginia. When experience 
refuted these hopes, they were transported with 
indignation against Uie inhabitants, and 
several of them on suspicion of their being 
sarr to the recommencement of hostilities. 

The first effort of renewed warfare was on the 
twelfth of July, two months after the fall of Gherlee* 
town, when one hundred and tUrty-tttree of colo- 
nel Sumter's coips attacked and routed a detach* 
ment of the royal forces and militia, whioh were 
posted in a lane at Williamson's plantation. This 
was the first adrantage gained over the British, 
since their landing in the beginning of the year. 
The steady persoTering friends of America, who 
were very numerous in the north-western frontier 
of South-Carolina, turned out with great alaerity to 
join colonel SumtoTj though opposition to ttie Bri. 
tish goTemmeut had entirely ceased in erery other 
part of the -state. His corps in a few dajs amount- 
ed to six hundred men. With tfiis m arease of 
sUength he made a spirited attack en a party of 
the British at Rocky Mount; but as he had no ar- 
tillery, and they were aeeared under cover of earth 
filled in between logs, he oonld make no impreaiion 
upon them, and was obliged to retreat. Sensible 
that the minds of men are mfluenced by enterprise, 
and that to keep militia together it is neceasary to 
employ them, tJiis active partisan a tt acked anotlier 
of the ruyal detachments, consisting of the Prince 
of Wales's regiment, and a large body of toriee, 
posted at the Hanging Rock. The Prince of Wales's 
regiment was almost totally destroyed. From two 
hundred and seTonty eight it was reduced to nine. 
The loyalists, who were of that party whi<A had 
advanced from North-Oamlina under colonel Bryan, 
were dispersed. The panic oeeasioned by the foil 
of Charleston daily abated. The whig militia on 
the extremities of the state formed themselTOS ihto 
parties, under leaders of tktix own ehoioe, and 
aometnnes attacked detarhments of ttie BrUfoh ar- 
my, but more frequen^ those of their own conn- 
trymen, who, as a royal militia, were co-operatf ng 
wltti the king's forces. While Snmter kent up the 
^irits of the people by a sucoession of gallant en- 
toiprises, a respectable continental force was ad- 
TanciDg through ttie middle states, ftar tfie relief of 
their southern breUiren. With ti>e hopes of reUeir. 
ing Charlestown, on the twenty sixth of March or- 
ders were giren for the Maryland and Delaware 
troops to march from general Washington's head 
quarters to South-Carohna ; but the quarter-master- 
general was unable to put this detaichment .In mo- 
tion as soon as was intended. 

The manofacturera employed in proridinf for tne 
army would neitfier go on with their business, nor 
deliver the articles they had conndeted, declaring 
they had suffered so much from me depreciation m 
the money, that they would not part with Oieir pro- 
perty without immediate pavment. Under these 
embarrassing drcumstanoes, dm southern states re- 
quired an aid from Ae northern armv, to be march- 
ed through tiie interuediate apaoe of eight hundred 
miles. The Maryland and Delawaro troops were 
with groat exertions at lengdi enabled to move. 
After marching through Jersey and PennsyWania, 
they embarked at the head of Elk, and on the six- 
teenth of April landed at Petersbnrgh, and hence 

Eroceeded through the country towaras South-Caro- 
aa. This force was at first put under the command 
of migor-geaeral baron de Kalb, and afterwards of 
general Gates. The success of the latter in the 
northern campaigns of 1770 and 1777, induced many 
to believe that hni presence as commander of die 



southern aiaqr, would reiniawto tiM irfeadi ef te 
dependenee. WUIe baron de Ksib 
council of war ha^ adviaed hfos to file ' 
direct road to Camden, towards die we> c uldvaiied 
aettlementa in the vicinity ef the Wazhaws itmi 
general Gates^ on taking the eemasand, did not 
ocneeiTe this morrement to be neoeoaary, auppooiny 
It to be most fiv the interest of the States that he 
ahould procee d immediataly with his army on the 
ahortaet road to the vieinity of the Bridsh encamp- 
ments. This led dmmgh a barren ooontry, in 
ing over wUoh, dm Americans severely fait 
sttrcity of provisions. Ilieii^ murmurs 
audible, and there were strong appearances of 
mutiny ; but the oAeers, who shared every calami- 
t^ in common widi die privates, interposed and co»> 
ciliated them to A p«uient sufibranee of their hard 
lot. They principally subsisted on lean cattle, 
packed up In the woods. The whole azmy was un- 
der the neceasitv of nslnf green com, and nesches, 
in the place or bread; they subsisted iimeed for 
several days en die latter akme. Dysenteries be. 
came commoa In consequence of this diet. The 
heat of die season, the unhealtUnees of the oHmato, 
together wiUi insufikient and imwhdleaoine food, 
threatened destracdon to die army. The commoa 
soldiers, instead of desponding, began after some 
time to be merry witn thdr minortunes. Ttmj 
used ** starvatton" as a cant word, and vied with 
each other in burtesquing their ritnadon : and the 
wit and humour displayed on the occasion contri- 
buted not a littic to reconcile them to dieir suffer- 
ings. The American army having made ite way 
through a country of pine4iarrens, sand-hUb, ana 
swamps, on the tnirteenth of August reached Cler- 
mont, thirteen miles from Camden. The next day 
genera] Stephens arrived with a large body of Vir- 
ginia milida. 

As the American army approached South-Caro- 
lina, lord Rawdon concent r ed his force at Camden. 
The retreat of dm British from their outrpoeto, the 
advances of die American army, and Ae tanpoHtle 
conduct of the conquerors towards didr new sub- 
jects, concurred at this juncture toproduoe a gen- 
eral revolt in fovour of congress. The people were 
daily more dissadsfled with their aituation. llredi 
of war, they had submitted to British government 
with die expectation of bettering dieir condition ; 
but they soon found dieir mistake. Hie greateat 
address should have been practised towards the in- 
habitants, in order to second die views of the pn- 
rent state in reuniting the revolted ooloniea to her 
government. That the people might be induced to 
return to the condition of subjects, dieir minds and 
affections, as weU as their armies, ought to havn 
been conquered. This delicate task was rarely at- 
tempted. The oflicers, privates, and foHowers of 
the royal army, were generally more intent oa 
amasring fortunes by plunder and rapine, than oa 
promoting a reunion of the dissevered memberi ef 
the empire. Instead of increasing the number of 
real friends to royal govepunent, they disi 
those that they found. The high-sphrlted ctda 
of Carolina, hnpttient of their rapine and 
lence, n^oiced in the prospect or freeing dwir 
country from ita oppressors. Motives of this kind, 
together with a prevailing attachment to the cauae 
of independence, induced many to btfitX throng 
all ties to join general Gates, and more to wish bna 
the completest success. 

Hie rimUarity of language and appeanaoe ha- 
tween the British and American armies, gave op- 
portunities for imposinf on the inhabitants Iic«- 
tenant-cokmel Tarleton with a party,* by assuming 
the name and dress of Americans, paised them- 
selves near Black Rhrer for the advance of general 
Gates's army. Some of the neighbouring nUlitin 
were eagerly collected by Mr. Bradley to co-operatn 
with their supposed friends : bat after some tioss 
the veil being thrown aside, Bradley and his volun- 
teers were carried to Camden, and confined thera 
as prisoners. 

GATES DEFEATED^PISTRESSBS OP THE 
AMBBlCANS. 

GviTKKAL GiTXB, ou reaching the frontier of 
South Carolina, Issued a proclamation, invii 
patriotic citisens '* to join heartily in rescuing 
ffclves and their country, from the oppression of 
government imposed on them by the ruAan 
of conquest.'* He also gave " awurances of forgivn- 




OEOEOB III. 1700.189a 



159 



Mkd pcifect seciiri^ to mcih of the anibrtaiMe 
cMfeeiM as had been iadoiood by tbB torror of md- 
gvhiary paiiuhineiit,tho menaoe of oonftMsatian,aB4 
thtfftrUtrsry neararos of militurT dnnnfciatfam,app>. 
roBtly to acquioaoe niuler tiio IIiIImIi gorarnmeiit, 
aad to make a fimed dedaradoa of allegiance and 
•■pport to a t jraiiBy wlikh the indignant Mmla of 
ohaeno reeolTed on freedom, inwardly revolted at 
wiCb horror and detestadon,** excepting only from 
tfde anmeety, " tboee who in the hour of derasta- 
Uon had ezereiied acta of barbarity and depreda- 
tion on the peraona and property of dielr fellow- 
oidaena.'* Tne arrrfy with whieh Gatoa ad^anoedj 
was, by the arriral of Stephens'* militia, increased 
nearly to Ibvr thoasand men ; bat of this Krge num- 
ber, the whole regnlar force was only nine hun- 
dred infanlry, and serenty caralry. On the ap- 
proaoh of CJates, lord Comwallia hastened from 
Iniarlestown to Camden, and arrired there on the 
fbnrteenth. The force which his lordship ftmnd 
eoUected on his arriTsl, was serenteen hundred in- 
faafry and three hnndred caralry. This inferior 
nomber wovld hare jnstiiked a retreat, but he chose 
tnther to stake his Ibrtnne on the decision of abat- 
4e. On fkt9 uLAt of the fifteenth, he marched from 
Camden with hb whole force, intending to attack 
tte Americans in their camp at Clermont. In the 
same night Gates, after ordering his baggage to the 
WaxlMws, put his army in motion, With an inten- 
tion of ndrancing to an eligible position, abom eight 
miles frtmi Camden. The American army was or- 
dered to march at ten o'clock P. M. in the follow- 
ing order : colonel Araand'« adTance caralry ; col- 
onel Porterl&eld's light iofiratry on the right (lank 
of colonel Armand's in Indian file, two hnndred 
yards from the road. M^jor Armstrong's figh^in• 
mntry in die same order as oidonel I*orterfield*s on 
liie left flank of the legion adranced guard of foot, 
4ompos«d of the adranced pqnets, first brigade of 
Manrhmd, second brigade of^ Maryland, a diriidon 
of Nortfa-CaraliDa, Yirgmia rear-guard, rolunteer 
euTalry. upon flanks of the baggage equally divided. 
The Hgntinfantry upon each flank were ordered to 
march up and support the caralry, if it should be 
attacked by the British caralry, and colonel Ar- 
mand was directed in that case to stand the attack 
at all erents. 

The adrance of both armies met in tiie night and 
engaged. Some of (he caralry of Armand's legion 
bemg wounded in the first fire, fell back on others, 
who recoiled so suddenly, that die first iCarvland 
regiment was broken, and the whole line of the ar- 
my was thrown into confusion. This flnt impres- 
sion struck deep, and dispirited the miliCla. The 
American army soon recorered its order, and both 
ibey and tiieir adrersariea kept their ground, and 
occasionally skirmished through the night. Colonel 
Porterfield, a most excellent ofllcer, on whose aJ>iU- 
ties general Gates particttlarty depended, was 
wounded in the early part of this night attack. In 
tbe morning a serere and generu engagement 
took place. At the first onset, the great body of the 
Virginia yiilitia, who formed the left wing of the 
American army, on being charged with fixed bay- 
oneti by the British infantry , threw down their arms, 
and with the utmost precipitation fled from the 
field. A considerable part of the North-Carolina 
militia followed the unwordiy example ; but the 
oondnentals who formed the right wing of the ar- 
mv, inferior as they were in numbers to the Bri- 
tftin, stood their ground and maintained the eon- 
ftict with great resolution. Nerer did men acquit 
fhemseWes better : for some time they had clearly 
the advantage of their opponents, and were in poa- 
session of a considerable body of prisoners: 
orerpowered at last by numbers, and nearly 
rarronnded Mr the enemy, they were compelled re- 
luctandy to leare the ground. In justice to the 
NorHft-Carolina militia, it shonhl be remarked that 
part of tike brigade coonnpnded faj general Gregory 
aoquitted themaelres weU. The Americans lost the 
wlu>le of their artillery, eight field-pieces, npwards 
of two hnndred waggons, and the g re a test part of 
their baggage ; almost all tfieir oAcevs were sepa- 
rated from their respatMlve oommanda. Brery 
oorps was broken in action and dispersed. 

1x1 add to the distreasea of the Ameriianfl, the 
defeat of Gates was immediately followed by the 
■nrprise and dbpeniofi of Sumter's corps, by 
Tmeton's legion, and a datachBMnt of infontiry, at 
Fishing CreeL 

Though then ww ao ai»y to oppeao load Con- 



waDis, yet the icaaoa and b^ holth of hhraimy, 
restrained him from p m a uin g h^ conq[uesta. By 
tbm eompleto disperairai of ttte continental foioes, 
the eountry was in his power. The present mo- 
ment of triumph seemed therefore tbe most feronr- 
able co ipu n c tgr e for breaking the sjArits of those 
who were attached to independence. To prevent 
their future co-operation with the armies of con- 
gress, a sererer poUcr was henceforward adopted. 
Unfortunately for tne inhabitants, this was taken 
up on gronrids which inrolred thoasands In dis- 
tress, and not a few in the loss of life. The Bri- 
tish conceired themselres in possession of tbe 
rights of sorereignty orer a conquered coimtry, 
and that therefore the elforts oi the citizens to as- 
sert their independence, exposed tiiem to the 
Sena! consequences of treason and rebellion. In- 
uenced by these opinions, and transported with in- 
dignatiou against the inhabitants, they rioUted |he 
rights which are held sacred between independent 
hostile nations. Orders were giren by lord Com- 
wallis, "that all theinhabitanto of theprorinoe who 
had submitted, and who had taken part in this 
rerolt, should be punished with the greatest rigour 
—that they should be Imprisoned, and diefr whole 
pr op e l ty taken from fhem or destroyed." He also 
ordered in the most posltire manner, "that erery 
mlHtla-man, who had borne arms with the British, 
and afterwards joined tke Americans, should be put 
to death." At Augusta, at Camden, and elsewhere, 
aereral of the inhabitants were hanged in conse- 
quence of these orders. The men who suffered had 
been compelled by the necessities of their fami- 
lies, and ttae prospect of saring their property, to 
make an inrmluntary submission to the royal con- 
querors. Experience soon taught them the ineffi- 
caey of these submissions. Tms in their opinion 
absolred them from the obligations of their engage- 
ments to support die royal cause, and left them at 
liberty to loUow their inclinations. To treat men 
thus droumstanced, with tike sorority of punish* 
ment usually inflicted on deserters and traitors, 
might hare a political tendency to discourage far- 
ther rerolts ; but the imji^rtial world must regret - 
that the unaroidaUe horrors of war should be ag- 
grarated by such deliberate etnisions ofhuman blood- 
To compel the re^establishment of British gorem- 
ment, lord Comwallia, on the sixteenth of Septem- 
her, about four weeks after his rictory, issued a 
proclamation for tbe sequestration of all estates be- 
longing to the active frtends nf independence. By 
this he- constitated *' John Cruden, comnussioner, 
with fun power and authority, on the receipt of an 
order or warrant, to take into his possession the 
estates both real and perMnal (not Included in the 
capitul^ition of Charlestown) of those in the service, 
or acting under the antiiority of the rebel congress ; 
and also the estates, both real and personal, of 
those persons, who by an open aro^ral of rebellious 
princnles, or by otiier notorious acts, manifested a 
wicked and desperate perseverance in opposing 
the re-estahlisfament of his maieaty*a justand lawfid 
anfliority ;" and it was ferther declared, '* That any 
person or persons obstructing or impeding the said 
commissioner in the execution of his duty, by the 
concealment or remoral of property or otherwise, 
should, on conviction, be punished as aiding and 
abetting rebellion." 

An adherent to independence was now consider- 
ed as one who courted exile, poverty, and ruin. 
Many vielded to the temptation, and became Bri- 
tish solfjecti. The miscmevous eflecta of slavery, 
in fecilltating the conouest of Ae country now be- 
came apparent. As the slaves had no interest at 
stake, the subjugation of the state was a matter of 
no consequence to them. Instead of aiding in ita 
defence, tibey by a variety of means threw the 
weight of their little influence into the opposite scale. 
Ihe British ministry, by this flattering posture 
of allhizs, were once more intoxicated with the 
hope of subjugating America. New plans were 
fonned, and great expectations Indulged, ofspoedOy 
reuniting the dlEsevered members of the empire. 
It was now asserted with a confidence bordering 
on preaamption, diat such troops as fought at 
Camden, put under such a commander as lord 
ComwaUls, would soon extfrpato rebellion, so ef- 
fectually as to leave no vesnge of it in America. 
The British ministry and army, by confidence in 
their own wisdom and prowess, wera duly pre- 
pared to give, in their ^proaduag downfal, a 
■Mini laeaen to tbe world. ^ 



leO HISTORY OF GREAT BRITAIN. 

AliJSRICAN PAOSPECTS BRIGHTEN. 



Trk diiiMter of the anny under goneral Gate* 
ovenpreRd at fint tke fiice of Amorican aflUnwith 
a dismal gloom; but the day of prpeperity to the 
United States began from that moioont to dawn, 
rheir prospecti brightened up, while thoee of their 
anemies were obscured by disgrace, broken by de- 
feat, and at last corered with ruin. Elated with 
their victories, the conquerors grew more insolent 
and rapacious, while the real niendii of indepen- 
dence became resolute and determined. 

We ha?e seen Sumter penetrating into South- 
Carolina, and recommencing a nxQitj^ry opposition 
to Bri^sh goremment. Soon after that erent, he 
was promoted by governor Rntledge, to the rank 
of Brigadier-generaL About the same ^ime Marion 
was promoted to the same rank, and m the norUi* 
eastern extremities of the state, successfully prose- 
cuted a similar plan. 

Opposition to British goTemment was not wholly 
confined to the parties commanded by Somter and 
Marion. It wai at no time altogether extinct in the 
ex^mities of the state. The disposition to rerolt, 
which had been excited on the approach of general 
Gates, was not orercome by his defeat. The spirit 
of the people was orerawed, but not subdued. The 
severity with which revolters who fell into the hands 
of the British were treated, induced those who es- 
caped to persevere and seek safety in swamps. 

The total rout of a party which had joined major 
Ferguson, operated as a dbeck on die future exer- 
tions of the loyalists. The same timid caution which 
made them averse to joining their countrymen in 
opposing the claims of Great Britain, restrained 
toem from risking any more in support of the royal 
cause. Henceforward tiie^ waited to ' see how the 
scales Were likely to indme, and reserved them- 
selves till the Britbh army, by its own unassisted 
efforts, should gain a decided superiority. 

In a few weeks after the general action near 
Camden, lord ComwalHs left a small force, in that 
^rillago, and marched with the main army towards 
Salisbury, intending to push forwards in tliat direc- 
tion.^ While on his way thither, the North-Carolina 
militja was very industrious and successful in an- 
noying bis detauiments. Riflemen frequently pene- 
trated near his camp, and from behind trees made 
sure of their olgects. The late conquerors foimd 
their situation very uneasy, being exposed to un- 
seen dangers if they attempted to make an excur- 
sion of only a few hundred yards from their main 
body. Lord Comwallis soon after retreated to 
Winnsboroa^h. As he retired, the militia took 
sereral of his waggons, and single men often rode 
up witliin gunshot of his army, discharged their 
pieces, and made their escape. The panic occa- 
sioned by the dmeat of general Gates had in a great 
measure worn off. The defeat of mejor Ferguson, 
and the consequent retreat of lord ComwalUa, en- 
couraged the American militia to take the field, and 
the necessity of flie times induced them to sid>mit 
to stricter discipline. Sumter, soon after the disper- 
sion of his corps on the eighteenth of August, col- 
lected a band of rolunteers, paotly from now adven- 
turers, and partly from those who had escaped on 
tfutday. With these, though for three months 
there was no continental army in the state, he con- 
stantly kept the field in support of American inde- 
pendence. He varied his position from time to 
time about Evoree, Broad, and Tyger Rivers, and 
bad frequent skirmishes with his adversaries. Hav- 
ing mounted his followers, he infested the British 
parties with frequent excursioDS, beat up their 

auarters, intercepted their convoys, and eo harassed 
lem with laccessire alarms, that their movements 
could not be made but with caution and dilficolty. 
His spirit of enterprise was so particularly injuri- 
ous to the British, tnat they laid many ^laos for de- 
stroying his force, but they all failed lu the execu- 
tion. On the twelfth of November, ho was attacked 
at Broad River by nu^ior Wemys, commanding a corps 
of infantry and dragoons. In this action the Brituh 
were defeated, aud their commanding officer taken 
prisoner. Eight days after he was attacked at 
Black Stocks, near Tyger Raver, by lieutenant-col- 
onel Tarleton. The attack was begtmwith a hun- 
dred and seventy dragoons and eighty men of the 
09d regiment. A considerable part of Sumter's 
force had been thrown into a large log barn, from 
the apertures of which they fired with security. 
Many of the OM regiment were killed. Tarleton 



charged witih hia eKrtJry, l»t being unable to die* 
lodge the Anerieaus, retreated, and Sumter was 
left in quiet possession of the field. 

For the three months which followed the defeat of 
the American anny near Camden,, general Gates was 
industriously preparing to take the field. Havfaoip 
collected a roroe at HiUsbury he advanced to Salia 
bury, and verpr soon after to Charlotte. He had 
done every thmg in his power to repair the ix^urias 
of his defea^ and was again in a condition to face 
the enemy ; but from that' inflnenoe which popular 
opinion has over pulriic affairs in a commonwealth, 
congress res<dved to supersede him, and to order a 
court of inquiry to beheld on his conduct. 

Wlulo the war raged in South-Carolina, the cam- 
paign of 1780, in the northern states, was barren of 
unportant Events. At the dose of the preceding 
campai^, the American northern army took poet 
at Momstownand built themselves huts, agreeably 
to the practioe which had been first introcmced at 
Valley Forge. This position was well calculated to 
cover the co u ntry from the excursions of the Bri- 
tish, being only twenty miles firom New- York. 

The loyal Amerioans wbo had fied within the 
British lines, commonly called refugees, reduced a 
predatory war into system. On meir petition to 
Sir Henry Clinton, they had been, in the year 1770. 
permitted to set up a distinct government in New- 
York, under a jurisdiction >cimed the honourable 
board of associated loyalists. Ihey had something 
like a fleet of small privateers and cruisers, by the 
aid of which they committed various depredations. 
A party of them who had formerly belonged to Mas- 
sachosets, went to Nantucket, broke open the ware- 
houses, and carried off every thing that fell in their 
way. They also carried off two loaded brigs and 
two or three schooners. In a prodlamation they 
leit behind them they observed, " lliat they had 
been deprived of their property, and compelled to 
abandon their dwellings, friends, and connections : 
and that they conceived themselves warranted by 
the laws of God and man, to wage war against their 
persecutors, and to endeavour by erery means in 
their power to obtain compensation for their suffer- 
ings.'' Iltese associated loyalists eagerly embraced 
every adventure which gratified either their avarice 
or their revenge. Their enterprises were highly 
lucratire to themselves, and extremely distressing 
to the Americans. Their knowledge of the coun- 
try and superior means of transportation enabled 
thom to make hasty descents and successful enter- 

E rises. A war of plunder, in which the feelings of 
umanity were often suspended, and which tended 
to no valuable public purpose, was carried on in 
this shameful manner, from the douUe incitements 
of profit and revenge. The adjoining coasts of the 
continent, and especially the maritime parts of 
NeW'Jersey, berame scenes of waste and haroc 

The distress which the Americans suffered -flnom 
the diminished ralne of their currency, though felt 
in the year 1778, and still more sO in the year 1779, 
did not arrire to its highest pitoh till the year 1780. 
Under the pressure of sufferings from this cause, 
the officers of the Jersey line addressed a memorial 
to their state legislature, setting forth, " That four 
months pay of a private would not procure for his 
family a single bushel of wheat ; ttiat the pay of a 
colonel would not purchase oats for his horse ; that 
a common labourer or express rider reoeired fonr 
times as much as an Ameincan officer." 

A tide of misfortunes from all quarters was, in- 
deed, at this time pouring in upon the new states. 
There appeared not. however, bt their public bodies, 
the smallest disposition to purchase safety by con- 
cessions of any sort. They seemed to rise in the 
midst of their distresses, and to gain strength from 
the Jprescure of calamities. When congress could 
neither command money or credit for . die subsis 
tence of their army, the citizens of Philadelphia 
formed an association to procure a supply of neces* 
sary articles for their suffering soldiers. The sum 
of three hundred thousand dollars was subscribed in 
a few days, and converted into a bank, the princi- 
pal design of which was to purchase provisions for 
the troops in the most prompt and efficacious man- 
ner. The advantages of this institution were great, 
and particularly enhanced by the critical time in 
which it was instituted. The loss of Charlestown, 
and the subsequent British victories in Carolina, 
produced effecu directly the reverse of what weru 
expected. It being the deliberate resolution of the 
Americans .never to return to the government ef 
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6rMt Britauo. audi oaAivMnable erents m throat- 
tned the subranion of indepeiutenco oparated aa 
inceatiirea to their exertions. 

The powers of the eommittee of eongreaa In tbo 
American camp were enlarged so far as to aatbor- 
l«e them to frame and oKocvte saeh plans as, in 
their opinion, would most effectoally draw l<Hth 
Che reaoarces of the covntry, in eoK>perating with 
the armament expected from F^nce. 'In this 
character they wrote letters to the states, stimolat* 
ing them to ngoroos exertions. It was agreed to 
mSkkm arrangements for bringing into the field thir> 
ty-fire thousand effcctiTe men, and to call on die 
atafeea for sp^iftc supplies of ertory thing necessary 
for theiv support. To obtain the men it was pro- 
posed to complete the regular regimenis by 
draughts from the militia, and to make up what 
they fen abort of thirty4iTe thousand effeetiVea, by 
calling forth more of die mQitia. The tardineas of 
deliberation in congress was in a great measure 
done away, by the full powers giren to their com- 
mittee in camp. Accurate estimates were mado of 
OfTery article of supply necessary for the ensuing 
campaign. These, and also the numbers of men 
wanted, were quotaed on the ten northern states 
in proportion to their abilities and -numben. In 
conformity to these requisidons, ▼igorbus reaoln- 
tiona were adopted fisr carryinv them into effect. 
Where Toluntary enlistments feU short of the pro* 
posed number, the deflciendos wore, by the laws 
of several states, to be made op by draughts or lots 
from the miUtik. The towns in Now-Eoglaod and 
the counties in the middle states were respectiToIy 
called on for a specified number of men. Such 
was the seal of ibm people in New>England, that 
neighbours would often club together, to engage 
one of their number to go into the acmy. The 
legisladTo part of these complicated arrangements 
was speedily passed, but tho execution, though un- 
commonly Vigoroos, lagged for behind. FOw occa- 
sions could occur in which it mif ht so fidrly be tri- 
ed, to what extent in conducdng a war, a variaty 
of wills might be brought to act In unison. The re- 
sult of die experiment was, that howerer faroura- 
ble repnblics may be to the liberty and happiness 
of the people in the time of peace, they will be 
greatly deficient in that vigour and despatch, which 
military opeiadons require, unless they imitate the 
policy of monardiias, by committing the exeeotiTe 
departmenti of goTommeat to the direction of a 
aingle wilL 

ARRIVAL OF ROCHAMBEAU. 

Wbi«.s diese preparations were maUng in 
America, the annament which had been promiaed 
by the khigtif France was on its way. As soon as 
It was known in France, that a n'solution was 
adopted to send out troops to the United Statea, 
die young French nobility disoorered the greatest 
■eal to be employed on that serrice. Court favour 
vraa acareely ever aolicitod with more earnestness, 
than waa die honour of serving under general 
Washington. Hie number of applicants was much 
greater than the service required. The disposition 
to support the American revolution was not only 
prevwent in the court of France, but it animated 
the whole body of the nadon. The winds and 
waves did not second the ardent wishes of the 
French troops. Though they sailed from France 
on the first of May 1780, they did not reach a port 
in the Unitod States till the tenth of July follow- 
ing. On that day, to the great foy of the Ameri- 
cana, M, do Teroay arsived at Rhode Island, with 
a squadron of seven sail of the line, five frigates, 
and five smaller armed vessels. He likowise con- 
voyed a fleet of transports with four old French 
vegiments, besides the legion do Laoaun,. and a 
battalion of artillery, amounting in the whole to six 
thousand men, all imder the command of lieutenaut- 
genetal count da Rochambean. To the French as 
soon as they landed posscMsion was given of the 
forts and batter ie s on the island, and by their exer- 
tions they were soon put in a fa%h state of defonoe. 
Rochamboatu declared, ** that he only brought over 
the vanguard of a much greater force which waa 
deatined for their aidf that he was ordered by the 
king his master to assure them, that his whole 
power should be exerted for their suppoit. 

Admiral Arbuthnot had only four safl of the line 
at New- York, when M. do Temay arrived at Rhode 
Island. ThJA inforiority was in three day» refers* 
•d, by Che arrival of admiral Graves widi six sail 
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of the Hne. The British admiraL baviaft u< 
anperiority, proceeded to Rhode Island. Ue 
disoorered that the Franch were porfoctly secure 
from any attack by sea. Sir Henry Clinton, who 
had returned in the preceding month with his vio 
torious troops from Gharlestown, embarked about 
eight thousand of his best mpn, and proceeded as 
fur as Huntin|(don Bay, on Long Island, with tho 
apparent dosicu of concurring with the British 
fleet, in attacking the French Force at Rhode 
Island. When this movement took place, general 
Washington set his army in motion, and proceed- 
ed to Peek's Kill. Had Sir Henry Clinton prose- 
cuted what appeared to be his design, general 
Washington intended to have attacked New- York 
in Ifis absence. Preparations were made for this 
purpose, but Sir Henry Clinton instandy turned 
about from Huntingdon Bay towards New- York. 

DEFECTION OF ARNOLD. 

Thb campaign of 1780 passed away in tho nor* 
them states, as has been related, in successive dis- 
appointments and reiterated distresses to the 
American cause. The country was exhausted, the 
condnental curreney expiring. While those disas- 
ters were openly menadnf^ the new statos, tre» 
chery was sUenuy undermining them. A distin- 
guished ofllcer engaged, for a stipulated sum of 
money, to betray into the hands of the British aa 
important post committed to his care. General 
Aziiold, who committed tLis foul crime, was a nft> 
tivo of Connecticut. The disposition of the Amefi> 
can forces in tbo year 1790 auurded an opportunity 
of accomplishing this so much to the advantage m 
the Biitish, that they could well aflbrd a lioeral 
reward for the beneficial treachery. The Amen* 
can army was stotioned in the strong-holds of the 
highlands on both sides of the North River. In 
th& arrangement, Arnold solicited for the command 
of West Pohit. This has been called tho Gibraltar 
of America. It was built after the loaa of Fort 
Montgomery, for the defonoe of the North River, 
and was deemed the most proper for commanding 
its navigation. Rocky ridges rising one behind an* 
other, rendered it incapable of beittg invested by 
less than twenty thousand mea. Thoagh some 
even then entertained doubts of Arnold's fidelity, 

et general Washington beliering it to be impossi. 

lo that honour should be wanting in a breast 
which he knew waa the aeat of valour, cheerfoUy 
granted faia requeat, and entrusted him with tho 
unportaBt poat. General Arnold, thna inveated 
with command, carried on a negotiation with Sir 
Henry Clinton, by which it was agreed that the 
former ahould make a disposition of his fones, 
which would enable the latter to suiprise West 
Point under ouch circumstances, that be would 
have the garrison so completely in his power, that 
the troops muitt either lay down their arms or bu 
out to pieces. The object of this negotiation was 
the strongeat post of the Amerioans, tho thorough- 
fore of communication between the eustem and 
southern states, and wl^ the repo«itory of their 
most valuable stores. The loss of it would have 
been severely felt. 

The uffont employed in this negotiation on the 
part of Sir Henry Clinton, was ma|OB Andr6, adju- 
tant-general of tno Brid^ anny. To fovoar the 
necessary communications, the Vidture sloop of 
war bad been previonsly statio«id in the North 
River, as near to Arnold's posts as was practicable, 
witfaoat exciting suspicion. Before this a vrrltten 
correspondence between Araold and Andre had 
been for aame time carried on under tiie fictitious 
namaa of Guatavus and Anderaon. In die night of 
the twenty-first of September, a boat was sent 
from the shore to fctoh nuoor Andre. Arnold met 
him at the beach, without the poste of either army. 
Their bnsioess was not finished till it was too near 
the dawn of day for Andru to return to tlie Vulture. 
Arnold told hito he must be concealed till the next 
night. For that purpose, he vras conducted within 
one of the Amcrrican posts, agaiost his previous 
stipulation and knowledge, and continued with 
Aniold the lUiowing day. The boatmen ref need to 
carry him back the next night, as tho Vulture, 
from being exposed to die ue of some cannoi* 
brought up to annoy her, had changed her positioo. 
Andre's return to New^York by land, was then th« 
only praeticatale mode of eacape. To fovour tUa 
he quitted his uniform wUch ho had hitherto worn 
under a surtout, for a common coat, and was i^u* 
Y 
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Biah«d wiib a hone, and under the name of John 
Andemn, with a paisport ** to go to the Ihiee of 
White Plain*, or lower if he thought proper, he 
being on pnbUc Inuineee/' He adTanoed alone and 
andiatnrbed a great part of the way. — ^When he 
thought hineeifalmoat out of danger, he wat stopped 
by three of the New- York militia, who were with 
oUiera acoutfaig between the outpoata of tifto two 
armioa. M^jor Andr^, inatead of prodncing hia paw, 
laked the man who atopped him, *' Where he belong, 
ed to," who anawered, *< To betow,** meaning New- 
York. He repUed, " So do I,** and declared him- 
aelf a Britiah oflicer, and preued that he might not 
be detained. Ho aoon diaieererad hia miatake. Hia 
eaptora proceeded to aearch him : sereral papen 
wero Ibond in Ua poMoaaion. These were aeereted 
in his boots, and were in Arnold'^ hand writing ; 
they contained eaiaet retnma of the atato of the 
Ibrcea, ordnance, and defencea at West Point, with 
the artillery ordera, critical remaika on the works, 
*c. 

ANDRE EXECOTED AS A SPY. 

Anoev offered hia cantom a parse of gold and a 
new Tsloable watob. Si they wevM let him paaa, 
and permanent proHrion and future ]>romotion, ir 
tiiey would convey and acoempany him to New- 
York. They nobly diadained tiie proffered bribe, 
and delirered him a prboner to Ueatenant«olontt 
J a maaon, who commanded the aeonting partiea. In 
testimony of the high aenae entertained of the rir- 
tuoua and patriolio conduct of John Paulding, David 
Williama, and laaae Van Vert, the captors of An- 
dri, congress reaolred, " That each of them receive 
annually two hundred dollars in specie during life, 
and that the board of war be directed to procure 
Ibr each of them a stlrer medal, on one side of 
which Should be a shield with tiiis inscription, 
Fideliiif i and on the other tike following motto : 
Vincit Amor PatrUt ; and that the commander in 
chief be requested to preaent the aame, with ibm 
thanka of oongreaa, Ibr their fidelity, and the eminent 
eerrioe they had rendered their country." Andr^, 
^riieil deliTered to Jameaon, continued to call him- 
aelf by ^e name of Anderaon, and aafced leave to 
eend a letter to JLmold, to aeqnamt Um with An- 
deraon^ detentian. TUa was inconaiderately grant- 
ed. Arnold on the receipt of thia letter i^bandon- 
ed every tlung, and went on board ttie Vulture sloop 
of war. lieutenant-colonel Jameson Ibrwarded to 
general Washington all the papera found on Andn£, 
together widi a letter givfiag an account of the 
whole aflUr ; but the express, by takhig a different 
route from the general, who was retnraing from a 
conference at Hiotford with count do Rochambeau, 
mi sa c d him. Thia cauaed such a delay aa gave Ar- 
nold time to effect hia eaciqpe. The aame packet 
which detailed the partieulara of Andres capture, 
brought a letter from him, in which he avowtid his 
name and character, and endeavoured to show that 
he did not come under tiie descri p tion of a spy. 
He stated, • that he held a correspondence witfa-a 
person under the ordera of his general : that his 
intention went no fturdter than meeting that penon 
cm neutral ground, for the purpose of ftttelUffence ; 
and ttmt, against hia atipulation, hia intention, and 
without hia knowledge beforehand, he waa bronriit 
witiiln the American poeta, and had to concert hia 
eacape Ikxm&them; being tidben on Us return, he 
waa betrayed into the vUe cendition tit an enemy 
in diaguiae. 

General Waahington reCerred the whole eaae of 
m^lor Andre to the examination and dedaion of a 
board, conaiating of fourteen ceneral oflkcera. On 
his examination, he vofamtaruy oonfesaed every 
thing that related to himaelf, and particnlariy that 
be did not come aahore under the protection of a 
foig. The board did not exmnine a aingle witness, 
but founded their report on his own confession. In 
this they stated the foUowinsr Ibots: ** That migor 
Andri eaoM on shore en the night of the twenty-iust 
ef September, in a private and secret manner, and 
thathe changed his drese within the American Unee, 
and under a feigned name and disguiaed habit paaa- 
ed their. worka, and waa taken in a diaguiaed habit 
hia way to New-York, and when taken, 
pwpers were found in h^ possession, which 
ed intelligence for. the enemy." From these 
faota they forther reported it aa their opinion, 
** Ihat migor Andra ought to be ronaidered aa a 
•py* and agreeably to the laws and naagea of oa- 
tiona* he ought to suffer death." 
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Sir Henry CUnton, lieutenant-general Robertaon, 
and the late American general Arnold, wrote preae 
ing letters to general Washington, to prevent tbo 
dedaion of the hoard of general offlceia from being 
carried into vffect. General Arnold in particular 
urged, that every thing dono by mi^or Andre waa 
done by his particular request, and at a time when 
he waa the acknowledged commandiDg officer ia 
tiie department. He contended, "that he had a 
rigitf to tranaact all these matters, for which, thoimh 
wrong, mi^or Andre ought not to suffer." An m- 
terview also took place between general Robertson, 
on the part of the British, and general Greene, on 
the part of the Americans. Erery thing was wnged 
by ^e former, that ingenuity or humanity could 
suggest for averting the proposed execution: 
Greene made a mroposition for delivering iqi Andre 
for Arnold, but lennd this could not be acceded to 
by the British. Robertson urged, "that Andrs 
went on shore under the sanction of a flag, and that 
bbing then in Amold'a power, he was not aeoount»> 
ble for hia anbaeiiuent actiona, which were said to 
be oompulsory." To this it was repUed, that '* he 
waa employed in the execution of measuraa verv 
foreign from the olgecta of flaga of truce, and such 
as m&i were never meant to authorise or ooani»> 
nanee; and that BM0or Andr^ in the course ef faja 
examination had candidly confnaaed, tiiat it wasin»> 
possible for ham to aoppose that he come on ahora 
under the aanction of a flaa." Aa Greene and Ro- 
bertson differed ao widely both in their atotement 
of A^ts, and the i^ferencea they drew firom them» 
the latter propoaed to the foimer, that the opiniona 
of disinterested gentlemen might be taken on tiba 
•nigect, and ptoposed Kniphaiiaen and Rocham- 
beau. IWbertaon alao urged that Andns po sae ssed . 
a great ahare of Sir Henry Clinton's esteem, and 
that be would be infoiitely obliged if he should be 
spared. He offered that in case Andre waa per- 
mitted to return with him to New-York, any penon 
whatever that might be nmned^ should be set at Up 
berty. All these argumenta and entreaties having 
foiled, Robertson presented a long letter from Ar- 
nold, hi which he endeavoured te exculpate Andre, 
bv acknowledging bhnself the author of every part 
of hia conduct ** and particulariy inaiated on hia 
coming fkxm& the Yuhnre, under a flag which he 
had aent for that pnrpoae." He dedarad, that if 
Andr6 suffered, he should think himaelf bound in 
honour to retaliate. He alao obaerved* ** that forty 
of the prindpal inhabitanta of South-CaKoUna had 
justiy Ibrfdted thdr lives, which hitherto had been 
spared only through the demency of Sir Henry 
Clinton, but who could no longer extend hia mercy 
if miiior Andr^ attffipred; an event wUch wonid 
probably open a acene of bloodshed, at which i«u- 
manity muat revolt." He entreated Waahingtan by 
his own honour, and for that of humanity, not to 
auffer an unjnat aentence to touch the life of Andr6 ; 
but iftiiat warning ahould be diaregaxded, and An- 
dns auffer. he called Heaven and earth to witncas, 
that he alrae should be iuatiy answerable for the 
torrents of Uood that ndghtbe apiltin conaequence." 

Every exertion waa made by the royal conmand- 
era to save Andr£, but without efiect. It waa the 
general opinion of the Amerioan army that hia lifo 
was forfeited, and that national digni^ and aound 
polioy required that the forfeitare ahould be exacted. 

The execution was the sulject of severecenaurea. 
Barbarity, cruelty, and murder, were plentifulhr 
charged on the Americana ; but the impaitial ef aa 
nationa aUowed, that it waa warranted by the uaagee 
of war. it cannot be condemned, witiiout eondea»> 
nins the maxima of adf-preaervation, whidi have 
uniforinly guided the practice of hoatile nations. 
The finer feelings of humanity mi|;ht have been 
gratified, by dispensing with the ngid maxims of 
war ; but these reelings must be controlled by a re^ 
gard for the public safety. Such waa the diatn 
atate of tiie American army, and ao abundant 
their cauaea of oonplainL that there was so 
to fear from the contagious nature pf trem 
Could it have been reduced to a ceatainty that there 
were no more Arnold's in America, perhaps Andn^ 
life might have been spared ; but the necea dty ef 
disconraaing farther plota, fixed hia foto, and atansp- 
ed it with the seal oi politieal necesaity. If eo^jee* 
tares in the boundless field of poaaibleoontingunclee 
were to be indulged, it might be aaid that It wan 
more consonant to extended hmnaaity to take vom 
hfe. than by ill-timed lenity to lay a fomwtatinn. 
which probaUy would occartoa not only tha loaa of 
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flBdaaget the iodtpmidrtoe of • great 



pnyject terminated witih uo otiier al- 



termtfton in respect of the Britiah. than that of their 
*niffhanging one of their best oflMen for the wont 



vnan in the American army. Arnold 
ately made a brifadier-general in the eerHce of the 
king of Great Britain. The Ihilare of the scheme 
respecting West Point made it necessary for liimto 
dispel €bn cloud which OTershadowed his character, 
by the peifonnance of some signal serrlce for his 
new masters. Hie condition of ihe American army 
aflbided him a prospect of doing something of con- 
sequence. He flattered himself tiiat by tlM allure- 
ments of pay and promotion, he should be able to 
merens Ibree from among the dist re ssed 
soldiery. He thenfoie took methods for 
ipUshing tms purpose, by ebriatlng thdr 
eeninles, and woridng on dieir passions. His tarat 
pubue measure was issuing an nilitiess, directed to 
the InhaUtanis of America, dated from New-Tofl 
{October 7th,] fire days alter Andrft^e wsecution. 
This address was soon followed by another, insoribed 
to ttie oAcers and soldiers of the continental army. 
This was intended to iadnce them to follow hie «»- 
ample, and engage In the royal serrice. He in- 
formed them, that he wasanthniaed to raise a corps 
of eayalry and infantry, who were to be on the 
same footJng with the other troops in the British ser- 
vice. To ailnre the prirate men, three gnineaa 
wore olfored to each, besides payments for their 
horses, arms and acooutrementB. Rank in the Bri- 



tish army was also held out to the American offlcers 
who would recruit and bring in a certain number of 
men, proportioned to the dUTerent gr%des in mili- 
tary serrice. These offbrs were proposed to unpaid 
soldiers, who were sufTering from the want of both 
food and clothing, and to offlcers who were in a 
great degree obliged to support themselres from 
their own resources, while they were spending the 
prime of their days, and risking their nree in the 
nnprodnetiTe serrioe of congress. Though tihey 
were urged 4t a time when the paper currency was 
at its lowest ebb of depreciation, and the wants and 
distresses of the Amencan army were at dieir high- 
est pitch, yet they did not produce the intended ef- 
fect on a single sentinel or ofltoer. Whether tiie 
cirenmetanoes of Amoldlf oaae added Aew shades 
to the crime of desertion, or whe&er their prori- 
dential escape from the deep4aid scheme againet 
West Point, garo a higher tone to the iinmess of 
tb» American soldiery, cannot be unfolded: but 
either from tibMse or aome other causes, desertion 
wholly ceased at tiris remarkable period of the 



It is not to be supposed that fheSpaniards on (he 
American fhmtier would be totally maotiTe during 
these transactions. Don Bomardo do Oelres, Ae 
goremor of Louisiana, was one of the first to pro- 
claim the independence of America ; and in the 
spring of 1780, assendded a small force at new Or- 
leans, and surprised and made himself master of 
MobiOe, and all the British settlenents on the Missis- 
sippi. 
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CAUSES OF RUPTURE WFTH HOLLAND— 
ARMEB KEUTRALITY. 

THE desperation which iU •qocom and 111 oondnct 
produces in ministers was never i»ore dearly 
evinced than in the coarse of the year 1780. As tf 
Groat Britain had not been soAciently inrolyed in 
the work of bloodshed and devastation ; by the sin- 
gular diligence and actirity of administration a new 
enemy was coloured np, and added to an already 
auffldfently powerAxl combinadon. 

One of the causes which provoked the resent- 
ment of the British ministry against the States Gen- 
eral has already been noticed; bat there were some 
of a still more important natare, which it is now 
time to remark. 

The naval superiority of Great Britain had long 
been the subject of regret and envy in Europe. As 
it was the interest, so it seemed to be the wish of 
the Baropean powers to avail themselves of the 
present favonrable moment to effect an hamiliation 
of her maritime grandeur. That the flag of all nar 
lions must strike to British ships of war, oould not 
bo otherwise than mortifying to independent 
sovereigns. This haa|[hty demand was not their 
only cause of complamt. Various litigations had 
taken place between the commanders of British 
armed vessels, and those who were in the service 
of nentral powers, respecting the extent of that 
commerce, which was consistent with a strict and 
fair neutrality. The British insisted on the lawful- 
ness of seiang supplies, which were aboat to be 
carried to their enemies. Having heeaa. in tlie haUt 
of commanding on the sea, they considered power 
and right to be synonymous teims. As other na- 
tions, ftom a dread of provokmg their vengeance, 
had submitted to their claim of dominion on the 
ocean, they fancied themselves invested with au- 
thority to control the commerce of independent na- 
tions, when it interfered with their views. This 
haughtiness worked its own overthrow. The em- 
press of Rusria took the lead in establishing a 
svstem of maritime laws, which sabverted Uie 
dafans of Great Britain. 

On the twenty-sixth of Febroary 1780, a dedarar 
tion was pablished by the empress of Russia, ad- 
dressed to the courts of London, Versailles, and 
Madrid. In this it was observed, *< That her Im- 
perial mi^esty had given such convincing proofs of 
the strict regard she had for the rights of neutrali- 
ty, and the liberty of ouounerce in general, that it 
mi^t have been hoped her inqpntial conduct 
would have entitled her snlgeets to the enjoyment 
of the^ advantages belonging to nentral nations. 
Experience had however proved the contrary: 
ber subjects had been molested in their navigation 
by the ships end privateers of the belligerent 
powers. Her majesty ther«fore declared, ** That 



she found it necoasaiy to remove tliese vexations 
which had been offerea to the commerce of Russia ; 
but before she came to any serious measures, she 
thought it jost and equitable to expose to tlio 
world, and particularly to the belligerent powers, 
the principles she had adopted lor her conduct, 
which were as follows : 

" That neutral ships should ei^ey a free naviga- 
tion, even from port to poft, and on the coasts of 
the belligerent powers. That all effects belonging 
to tho belligerent powers should bo looked on 4s 
f^ee on board soch neutral ships, with an exception 
of places actually blocked up or besieged, and with 
a proviso that they do not carry to the enemy con- 
traband articles." These were limited by an ex- 
planation, so as to ** comprehend only warlike 
stores and ammunition f and her Imperial majesty 
declared, that *' she was firmly resolved to maintain 
these principles, and that with tfie view of protect- 
ing the commerce and navigation of her sul^ects, 
she had given orders to fit out a considerable psurt 
of her naval force." This declaration was com- 
mnnicated to the States General, and the empress 
of Russia invited them to make a common cauae 
with her, so far as such a union might servo to 
protect commerce and navigation. Similar com- 
munications and inritations were also made to the 
oouris of Copenhagen, Stockholm, and Lisbon. A 
civil answer was received from the court of Great 
Britain, and a very cordial one from the court of 
Frimcw. On this occasion it was said by his meet 
christian mi^esty, *' That what her Imperial migesty 
claimed tnm the belligerent vowpn, was nothing 
more than the rules prescnoed to the French 
navy." The Ungs of Sweden and Denmark also 
formally acceded to the principles and measurea 
proposed by the empress of Bfussia. The States 
General did the same. Hie queen of Portugal was 
the only sovereign who refused to concur. The 
powers engaged in diis association resolved to sup- 
port each other against any of the belligerent 
nations, who should violate the principles which 
had been laid down in the declaration of the acn- 
press of Russia. 

This combination assunied the name of the 
armed neutrality. By it a respectable guarantee 
was procured to a commerce from which France 
and Spain procured a plentifial supply of articlea 
essentially conducive to a vigorous prosecution of 
the war. 

The armed neatraUty led almost immediately to 
a rupture with the States General— Besides thie 
cause, their oondnct had indeed all along been 
directed bv the narrow and selfish views of trading 
policy, and not by any sense of fonner ofaligatioake. 
Few Europeans had a nreater prospect of advnn- 
tago from American independence than the Hol- 
landers. The oonquest of the United States wotdd 
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)iAT« MfifaMd to Great BilUda a VMBopaAy of thair 
t&ade ; bat the eoCaULduDoiit of their indepeudenoe 
promaeed to o&er nationo ea eqnel cbance of per- 
ticipiliBg therein. Am eemuierce it dte eoid ofthe 
lJiut«d Netberhukds, to hare neclected the preeent 
opportunity of extending it wonld have been a de- 
viation from their estabnahed maxinu of policy. 
Former treaties framed in dbtant period*, when 
other views were predominant, opposed bnt a 
feeble barrier to the claims ofpresent interest. 
Fh>m the year 1777, Sir Joseph Torke, the Britisli 
minister at the Hague, had made representations 
to their hif h mightinesses of the clandestine com- 
merce earned on between their subifects and the 
Americans. He particularly stated that Mr. Van 
Graaf, the gorernor of St. Bustatia, had permitted 
an illicit commerce with the Americans ; and bad 
at' one time returned the salute of a Tossel carrying 
their flag. Sir Joseph, therefore, demanded a 
formal disarowal of this salute, and the dismission 
and immediate recal of goTemor Van Graaf. This 
demand was answered with a pusillanimoos, tem- 
porising reply^ On the twelfth of September 1778. 
a memorial was presented to the States-general 
from the merchants and othera of AmsterdiBm,' in 
which they complained that their lawful commerce 
was obetrncted by the ships of his Britannic mar 
Jestv. On the twenty-second of Jnly 1770, Sir Jo- 
seph Yorke demanded of the States-general the 
succours which were stipulated in the treaty of 
1078: but this was not complied with. 

COUUT BYLAND'S SQUADRON TAKEN. 
The British goremment, therefore, 'being deter 
mined to break with Holland, and haTing received 
informatloD, that a huge fleet of Dutch merehant- 
ships, laden with naval and military stores, hod 
sailed for the ports of France, despatdied captain 
Fielding with a proper force to •■*»i«<«»ir the con- 
voy, and to seise soch articles as should be deemed 
contraband. On the first of January 1780, commo- 
dore Fielding fell in with this fleet, and the Dutch 
admiral pertimptorily refasiag pezmission to search 
the ships ; and the boats whum commodore Field, 
ing despatohed for that purpose, having been 
fired at, and prevented ftmn executing his orders ; 
the commodore proceeded to fire a shot a-head of 
the Dutoh admiral, which was answered by a brood- 
side. Count Byland, the Dutoh admiral, however, 
having received one in return, and not being in 
condition to support the engagement, struck his 
colours. Most of the suspected vessels escaped 
during the contest. The admiral, with the rest of 
his siinadron, was brought to Spithead. Strong 
remonstrances were addressed to the ministry by 
' the States-general on this transaction, but no satis- 
faction was obtained. On the seventeenth of 
April, a most hostilo proclamation was published 
bv the kiog of Great Britain ; bnt the policy of the 
Dutch was too deep to be led into tiie snare laid 
for them by the British mloistry. They saw that 
more numerous advantages were to be derived 
from the cultivation of a pacific system, than from 
preeipitoting themselves violenUy into all the cala- 
mities of war. 

CAPlbRB OF MR. LAURENS— DECLARA- 
TION OF WAR. 

Another occasion, however, soon presented it- 
self for the English to regard the Dutch as enemies. 
On the third of September the Mercury packet, 
from Philadelphia for UbUand, was captuiedoff the 
banks of Newfoundland by the Vestal frigato. On 
board the packet was Mr. Laurens, late president 
of tite congress, who was proceeding on a diplo- 
matic commission to the States-general. Before 
the veesel struok, he had thrown his papers ovop* 
board ; but the greater part of them were recover- 
ed, and submitted to the inspection of the privy- 
council ; and among them, it & said, was found the 
sketeh of a treaty m amity and conunerce between 
the two ropuUics. which had been examined and 
approved by M. Van Berkel, counsellor and grand 

Cnsionary of Amsterdam. Mr. Laurens, alter 
vin^ been examined by the privy-conno!, was 
oommitted close prisoner to the Tower, on a cluurge 
of high treason ; and strong representetiona were 
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•ooompUces, as disturbers of the puMic peace. 



and violators of the rights of nations." The States- 
general observed th^ usual caution on tiiis ooear 
sion; bnt tlieir deliberate proceedings were not 
agree^le to the British ministry, who actualTy 
publisnii?d a declaration of war against HoUand on 
the twentieth of December. 

INDIAN AFFAIRS. . 

It was not only in Europe and America that 
Great Britain was involved m the most distressing 
embarrassments at this disastrous period, but even 
in the East Indies several causes had concurred to 
inspira the native powers of India with general dii^ 
gust and disapprobation of the politics of England. 
No rogular system was adopted for the government 
of those provinces, which British valour and ntpa- 
city had wrested from the native princes of the 
East. The whole politics of India were committed 
to the meroenary servants of the company, who 
were too intent upon the acquisition of wealth, to 
entertain any liberal system of policy ; and whose 
whole tktap and attention were consequently^ con- 
sumed in low intrigues with the native princes, 
and in schemes of conquest formed on no regular 
plaui 

About the year 1778 the British in India made 
repeated attempts to interfere in the revolution 
which had taken place in the Mahratta govern- 
ment. Ra^onant Row caused his nephew the 
reigning Paishwa (with the care of whom, daring 
his minority^ he was solemnly entrusted) to be as- 
sassinated, m the hope of securing to himself the 
sovereign^. From toese circumstances, and ftrom 
the Britisn presidency at Bombay receiving and 
protecting Ragonaut tne murderer of his nephew, 
the foundation was laid for that famous confederacy 
which, in the year 1770, was formed between the 
Nisam, Hyder Ally, and the Mahrattas, the object 
of whioh was no less than the complete expulsion 
of the British from the continent of India. Early 
in the year 1780 preparations were made for in- 
vading me Mahratte territories, and on the fifteenth 
of February genenl Goddard marched with a con- 
siderable force to besiege the city of Ahmedabad, 
the capital of the province of Guserat, which was 
token Vy storm in five days after the arrival of the 
British army under ito wuls ; the redaction of the 
whole pro vmce soon followed. On the tliird of 
AftH following, Uie general surprised the camp of 
Seindia and Holkar, and the Mahratte chiefo were 
forced to retreat with considerable loes. Some 
brilliant serrices were also performed on the ride 
of Bengal. But these successes were more thaa 
counterbalanced by tiie p rogres s miide by Hyder 
Ally, who, having coUecled a prodigious force, on 
the twendeth of July, made his way throu^ the 
ghauto, or narrow passee in the mountains ; and, 
at the head of neariy one hundred thousand men, 
entered without resistance the Camatic ; and by 
the tenth of August bis cavalry had penetrated 
even to the vicinity of Madras. 

In this emergency. Sir Hector Munro hastily as- 
sembled the dinerent corps which were scattered 
throuali the province, and endeavoured to post 
hiroself strongly on the Mount, to cover and pro- 
tect the capital ; and orders were despatched to 
colonel Baulie, who commanded in the Guntoor, 
to hasten back to Join the main army, and in the 
course of his march to endeavour, as much as pee 
Bible, to intercept the enemy's convoys. In the 
mean time Hyder formed the riege of Aroot, and 
Sir Hector thought it an indispensable duty to 
march to ito relief. On the approach of the British 
general, Hyder raised the siege, hut directed the 
route of his army in such a manner across the 
codrse of colonel BaQlie's detadiment, as efleo- 
tually to prevent the intended junction. On the 
sixth of September, the troons of the Sultan, under 
the command of his brother liecr Saib and his son, 
the since celeWated Tippoo Sultan, encountered co( 
onols BaiUie and netoner at a place caDed Perim- 
bancnm. All that sUll could devise or valour of- 
foot, was performed by the British ; and though the 
disparity of force was atanoet unexampled, vietOTy 
at flnt declared in fovonr of colonel BailUe. Un- 
finlnnatety, in the moment of snecesa and exulta- 
tion, the tumbrils which contained tbe anmninition, 
suddenly blew up, and with two dreadiul explosi- 
ons, in tte centre of the British llnee ; and one 
whole face of thehr column was laid open, and the 
artillery deetniyed. The moment of advantage wae 
soddenly caught by Tippoo Saib, who forced hia 
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way, at the head of bit CKwtbj, iato the 
•quare ; and die British being deprived of 
ammanltlon, and not baring bad eren time to Ibnn, 
were, after prodigies of ralour, cut to pieces, or 
uade prisoners of war. The British are said to 
hare iost on Uiis occaaion aboat four thooaand ae> 
poys, and six handred European*. Immediately 
after this disastrous event, the army, under Sir 
BectOT Monro, retreated, and abandoned Amot to 
its fate, which soon fell Into the hands of Hyder 
Ally. Thos ended this nnfortonate campaign in 
ln£a. 

MR. CORNWALL CHOSEN SPEAKER. 

Whilk these things were transacting abroad, the 
ministry had contrired to procaro a new parliament 
«at home, modellod for their purposes. It met on 
the thirty-first of October 1780, when their first busi- 
ness was the choice of a speaker. The great merit 
and fhithfol serrices of Sir Fletcher Norton were 
totally obliterated by the quarrel he liad with the 
minister, as has been already mentioned ; and ano- 
ther speaker was determined upon. The business, 
however, was introduced with the highest cempli- 
menti to the late speaker, and the choice of another 
was proposed on account of the importance of par^ 
liamoQtary business, which might be productive of 
debates inconsistent with his precanbos state of 
healUi ; on which account the American secretary 
(lord George Gennaine) moved that Wolfran Corn- 
wall be a]^;M)inted to that high ofRoe ; and the mo- 
tion was seconded by Welbore EOis. 

The members in opposition expressed the utmost 
astonishment, not only at the conduct of administra- 
tion in proposing a now speaker, at the very time 
that ttiey acknowTedged Sir Fletclier Norton to be 
the most proper of all men to fill the office, but at 
the strange argument< made use of on the occasion. 
The healu of the speaker was now bo firmly estab- 
lished, that Uie pretence of his want of it, especial- 
ly when coming from the ministerial side, must be 
considered as an absolute mockery of the house, 
and a direct insult upon the gentleman himself. 
Dunning therefore proposed, that Sir Fletcher Nor- 
ton should be continued speaker, and his motion 
was seconded by Thomas Townuiend. The late 
speaker, however, declined the intended honour, 
and said, that he had come to the house with a fall 
resolution not to stand a candidate for the chair 
upon any account ; but he declared that he most be 
an idiot mdeed, if he could believe that his state of 
health was the reason of the determination of min- 
istry against his being continued in the chair. 

Cornwall's election was carried by two hundred 
and three to one hoxulred and thirty-fow. 

DUTCH WAR« 

1761. — On the twenty-fifth of January die king 
sent a message to the house by his minister^ ac- 
quainting them that letters of marque and reprisals 
had been issued against tho Dutch. This comm'jni- 
cation was no sooner made than Burke observed, 
" That, however lightly a war might be thought of 
bv some men, he was one of those who thought it 
always a moat serious matter ; a matter which no- 
thing but the greatest necessity could Justiftr.** It 
was further observed by the opposidon, *< that die 
British manifesto stated that a treaty was entered 
into between the city of Amsterdam and America ; 
but the treaty now hud before the house was, in the 
express terms of it, the plan of a treaty, or the rough 
draught of a compact, toe ratificadon of which was 
to depend upon events which miglit never happen. 
This dedaradon of war was also ventured on, con- 
trary to every recent precedent, during a recess. 
The minister was reminded diat in this manner the 
house had been betrayed into all the penddous 
measures of his administradon. In this manner had 
the house been led into the American war, diat 
fatal source of all our calamities. In this maimer 
bad the French rescript been annoanced ; and af- 
terwards the Spanish rescript, and at length the de- 
claration of war against Holland, our ancient and 
natural ally. Year after year had the minister ac- 

Snainted the house with a new enemy, but never 
ad ho yet brought them the welcome informadon 
of a now friond. Much had been said of the prov6- 
cadons wo had received from Holland, and the pro> 
dominance of a French interest in that cotiut^ — 
but had Holland received no provocation from us T 
The insolence of the British memorial presented to 
the States in 1777, contributed more than any thing 
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to tho prevaleiioe of the Prandb ftcIlM to 
Hfrfland. It had been stated, as a aerioos gkvmid 
of otfence, that Holland had not oomplied wnk tb« 
requisition of troops, which, by treaty, she had en- 
gaged to fhmish. But it was notorious, .that, in the 
event of this compliancO|HoUand woold have been 
immediately invaded by nance ; and, in conformity 
with tlie same treaties, we most thtni hare sent a 
much greater aid to the a— istanoe of die republic. 
If the Dutch at the present period had changed 
dieir political ssrstem respecting this country, it 
was owing to the orlaiinal conduct of an administra- 
tion, who had precipitated us into a war, whence 
all our misfortunes had arisen. In consequence 
of that war, our Amaricsni commerce was loat; and 
could it be a matter of surprise diat the Dutch, a 
people who existed by commerce), should be do. 
•irous to secure a stare of it f We were aban- 
doned, not by the Dutch only, but by all- the pow- 
ers of Europe, who were au equailly convince*^ 
tliat, under the present wretobcMl auninistradon 
of aflairs, whoever beoame the ally of Great Bri- 
tain would only share in her <1isjp d^ and her mje. 
fortunes." 

An address to Us majesty, however, in Ikvour of 
the war was voted by a great mi^ori^ in the two 
houses of parliament. 

INDIAN AFFAIRS-BURKB'S REFORM BILL. 

Tbb crude and Improvident poBtioo of lord Nordi 
and his colleMoes had reduoed die British posses- 
sions in tho East Indies to an unsettled and dis- 
tracted state. On the fourth of December 1788, a 
petition was presented to the house of « m m i«^ ^im 
firom the British inhabitants of Bengal Bahar, and 
Orissa, complaining of the iiiiudicions and indberi- 
minate manner in which the Jtidges of the supreme 
court endeavoured to administer the English laws 
in those provinces ; and this was secondled by ano- 
ther from the governor-general and councU, am- 
taining a lon^ statement of the transactions, and re- 
questing an indemnification from the legal penal- 
ties, which, for die preservation of gOTetuaent 
and the oountry, they had been under die necessity 
of incurring by forcibljr resisting die proceedings of 
the chief-justice Sir Elijah Impey. &Bneral Smith, 
on the twelfth of February, moved that those pod 
tions should be re fe rr e d to a committee of fifteen 
members to be chosen by ballot, and to meet in a 
chamber above stairs ; and after some time a bill 
was introduced by general Smilh founded on tho 
report of the committee of fifteen, for regulating 
the administration of justice in India, and for indem- 
nifying the governor-general and council for the re- 
sistanoe made by them to the supreme oomr. This 
biU, after some resistance from the. law membcn, 
passed both houses, and received the royal assent ; 
it defined and limited the authority of the supreme 
court, and exempted die |^vemor-genental and coun. 
cil of Bengal from its junsdiotion. It declared ftr- 
ther, that no person should be under the oogahnmoo 
of die supreme court, on account of his beiof a 
landholder or former in die provinoas of Ben^, 
Bahar, and Orissa ; and that no iudfcial oOoevs in 
the country courts should be liable to actions fii the 
supreme court for their decisions. 

Burke, not being d^^ected by the r^ection of his 
reform bill last year, on the fifteenth of February 
moved for leave to bring in a UIl ezacdy similar, 
and opened his proposition by stating the poworlui 
motives which engaged Urn now to reeame his un- 
dertaking; and these were the celebrated 
tions of die late pariiament, respecting the i 
increase of the infiuenee of die crown ; the i^ 
wish and expectation of the people, and die direct 
applications to himself from several of the 
considorabie oonndes. 

Under very unfovourable a ns p toes die bill 
read a second time, when it experienced the wei^t 
of that influence it was meant to redoee. It how- 
ever Introduced to public notice the splendid talenta 
of young lord Maidand, and the captivating alo> 
quence of William Pitt, the second son of die Iato 
earl uf Chadiam, who in very early youth had been 
elected a member of the present parliament^ and 
who now exhibited himself to an admiring nation 
as the supposed heir of his talents and vlitaea. 
'* One Croat oltJect," Pitt said, •* of all tho petitkma 
which had been presented, was a lecommn n daHnn 
of economy in the public expenditure; and tlie An- 
si^ of the present bill was, to carry into «Sbot tbe 
wwhas of dm people, byiatrododng a * " ~ 



Bfwtem of eeonomy. Beaidci tibo benefits wbicb 
wwld TOtult from the UU in thU reflpeot, it had 
another olfject still more fanportant, and ^t was 
tb« redaction of the mfinence of the crawD, an m- 
turnkey which was the more to be dreaded, becanse 
more secret in its attacks, and more concealed in 
in operations, than ttie power of preragatiTe.'* 
FKt adTerted to Uie extraordiBary ol^eedcms whidi 
had been made to the bill ; it proposed to brin^^ no 
more than tv/o hnndsed thoasaad pownds per an* 
niim into the pabMc eoflbrs, and that smn was in- 
rignifieant, in comparison of the millions annaally 
expended. " What then is the conclusion we are 
led to deduce f. The calamitiee of the present crisis 
are too great to be benefited by economy. Our 
expenses are so enonnoos, that it is assess to give 
owselTes any concern about them ; we have spent, 
and are spending so much, that it is foolish to think 
of saving any thing. Such is the language which 
die opponents of this bill have virtual^ employed. 
It had also been said, that the king's civU-ttst was 
an irresnmable parliamentary grant, and it had 
been even compared to a private freehold. The 
weakness of such arguments was their best refuta- 
tion. The civil-list revenue" was granted to his 
majesty, not -for his private use, but for the sup- 

fort of the ezeentrro government of the state. 
lis nugosty, in fact, was the trustee of the public, 
subject to parliamentary revision. The parUament 
made the eri^nt, and undoubtedly had a right to 
resume it when the pressure of the times rendered 
such resumption necessary. Upon the whole, he 
considered Uie present Ml] as essential to the being 
and independence of this country, and he would 
give it his most determined support." 

PETITIONS OP COUNTY DELEGATES- 
PROPOSED MARRIAGE BILL. 

Thb existing grievances of the country appeared 
so miich to increase in consequence of the war, 
and so little prospect of redress was aflbrded by the 
last parliament, Uiat an association was formed by 
several of the most opulent and populous counties, 
and delegates were chosen for the purpose of pro- 
secuting the object of a paxHamentarv reform, with 
E Toper vigour and unanunity. A pention prepared 
J the delegates, and signed by themselves only, 
was presented on the eighth of May, by Mr. Dun. 
oombe and Sir George oaviUe, who moved fliat it 
should be referred to a committee of tiie whole 
house. The motion was however rejected on the 
plea that it was a petition not from tlie parties who 
complained of the ^evances, but from persons in 
a delegated capacity.* The numbers wero two 
hundred and twelve, to one hundred and thirty- 
five. « 

Pox made an effort, in tho course of this session, 
to introduce a biU for the repeal, or at least for a 
modification, of the famous marriage act. The 
principal feature in the proposed bill was, that it 
reduced the legal age for contracting marriage to 
eighteen in males, and sixteen in females, and no 
marriage was to be annulled after the parties had 
cohabited for one year. Tl^e bill passed the house 
of commons, but was rejected by the lords. 

MOTION ON AMERICAN WAR-SESSION 

CLOSED. 

TowAHDs the end of the session. Fox moved the 
honse to resolve itself into a committee, to consider 
of the American war, for the purpose of devising 
some means of accommodation. This motion was 
supported in an animated speech by Pitt, who ex- 
pressed his utter abhorrence of a war, " which was 
eonoeived,'* he said, " in injustice, nurtured in folly, 
and whose footsteps were marked with slaughter 
and devastation. It exhilnted die height of moral 
depravity and human turpitnde. The nation was 
drained of its best Uood ana its vital resources, for 
which nothing was received in return but a series 
of ineflicient victories or disgraceful defeats, vie* 
tones obtained of er men struggling in the holy 
oaose of liberty, or defeats whioh filled the land 
with moorninff for the loss of dear and valuable re- 
latives, slain m a detested 4hd imfaons quarrel." 
Hm motion was rejected by a migori^ of seventy- 
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On thoieifhteenth of July 1781, the 

olQs«d.biyia speech, in which his nMoesty observed, 
" that taip great efforts made by the nation, to sur- 
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diOcnltiat of the present ai^uoos and 

^ war, mnst odBrSoee the world that the 

lent spirit of tlie Britiift nation was not abated 
or diminished; and he was resolved to accept 
of no terms or condidons of peaoe, than such as 
might oonsiit with die hoQonr and dignity of his 
crown, and the permanent interests and seeuxity of 
his people." 

ATTACK ON JERSEY. 

Wb now return to the military transactions of 
this eventful year. On the sixth of January 1781, 
eight hundred French treops under die command 
of the baron do RuUe, landed before day-break on 
the island of Jerrey ; and so Uttie expectadon waa 
entertained of any attack, that they passed undis- 
covered to the town of St. Hillier, and, to the nttor 
astonishment of the inhabitants, at day-break, the 
marlwt-place was filled with French soldien. For- 
tonatelv the lieutenant-governor, mignr Muses Cor- 
bet, had received information of their landing, time 
enough to despatch intdligence to the different 
stations of the diree regiments in the island, and 
to the militia. Bat he was taken prisoner himself 
by seTpn o'clock, and immediately carried before 
the Frrneh commander, who pressed him to sign 
terms of capitulation, under pain of firing the town 
and i^ntting the inhabitants to the sword. It wns 
in vain the governor represented, that, being a 
prhoner, he was deprived of all authority, and no 
capitiYlation that he could sign would be of any 
force or elftcacy : the general stiH insisted, and to 
avoid the consequences, the governor ratified the 
capitulation. 

The king's troops and the militia assembled on 
the heights near the town, under the command of 
nu^or Pierson, and now in their turn summoned 
the Invaders to surrender themselves prisoners of 
war. An engagement ensued, in which migor Pier- 
son was killed; and the PrenTch general beioff 
mortally wounded, the second in command desireui 
Corbet to resume the government, and accept dieir 
submission as prisoners of war. The negligence 
of the lieutenant- governor was afterwards cen- 
sured by a courtmartial, and he was dismissed firom 
his ofllce. 

s 

SIEGE OF GIBRALTAR. 

Thk siege of Gibraltar still continued, and the 
blockade was renewed after admiral Rodney's de- 
parture ; but die Spaniards under Don Barcelo 
were defeated on the seventh of June, in an at- 
tempt to bum the English shipping in the harbour 
there. In the command of tno channel fleet, Sir 
Charles Hardy, who died on the nineteenth of 
May, was succeeded by admiral Geary. He sailed 
in the beginning of June, and was not out many 
days before he was so fortimate as to intercept a 
considerable convoy of French West India snips, 
homeward bound from St. Domingo, and captur^ 
twelve rich vessels. But this advantage was coun- 
terbalanced by the loss of almost the whole out- 
ward-bound convoy firom England to die East and 
West Indies, which ou the twenty-ninth of July 
was taken by the combined fleets to the number of 
fifty-five. 

In the mean time, the court of Spain, mortified at 
this repeated disappointment, determined to make 

freater exertions for the reduction of Gibraltar, 
heir works were carried on with more vigour 
than ever. Having on %n experiment of twenty 
months found the ineffica<^ of a blockade, dicy re- 
solved to try the effects of a bombardment. Their 
batteries were mounted with guns of the heaviest 
metal, and with mortars of the largest dimensions. 
These disgorged torrents -of fire on a narrow spot. 
It seemed as if not only the works, but the rock 
itself, mnst have been overwhelmed. AU distinc- 
tion of parts was lost in flame and smoke. This 
dreadful cannonade continued day and night, almost 
inceasandy for three weeks, in every twenty-foqr 
hours of whkh one hundred thousand ponnds of 
gunpowder were consumed, and between four and 
nvto thousand shot and shells went through the 
town. It then slackened, but was not intermitted 
during one whole day for upwards of a twelve- 
mondi. The fatigues of the garrison were ex- 
treme ; but the loss of men was less tiian might 
have been expected. For the first ten weeks uf 
this unexampled bombardment,, the whole number 
of killed and wounded was only about three huud- 
red. The damage done to the works was triiUug. 
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Th« hooMs in the town, dboiiC ftro hundred in 
nnmber, w«n» nucdy destroyed. Soeh of the in- 
haliitanto u were not buried in the ruins of dteir 
houMe, or torn to pieces b v tbm shells, fled to the 
jrnnote parts of the rack ; but destruction followed 
them to pieces which hed always been deemed se> 
cure. No scene could be nwre deplorable. Mothers 
and children clasped in each other's arms, were so 
completely torn to pieces, that it seemed more like 
an annihfliatioB, dian a (mpersion of their shatter- 
ed fragments. Ladies of the greatest sensibility 
and most delicate constitntions deemed themselves 
happy to be admitted to a few hours of repose in 
the casemate amidst the noise of a crowded sol- 
diery, and the groans of the wounded. 

At the first onset general Elliot retorted on the 
besiegers a shower of fire ; bat foreseeing the dif- 
ficulty of procuring supplies, he soon retrenched, 
and receiTod witii cemparatlre unoonoem, the fory 
and Tiolence of his adrenaries. By the latter end 
of NoTember, the besiegers had brought their works 
to that slate of perfection which they intended. 
The care and ingenuity employed upon them were 
extraordinary, llie liest engineers of France and 
Spain had united their abilities, and bodi kingdoms 
were filled with sanguine expectations of speedy 
suooess. In Ais conjuncture, when all Europe was 
in suspense oonoeruing the &te of the garrison, 
and when, from the prodigious efforts made for its 
reduction, many belioTed that it could not bold out 
much longer, a sally was projected and executed, 
which in about (wo hours destroyed those works 
which had required so much time, skill, and labour 
to accomplish. 

A body of two titousand chosen men, under the 
command of brigadier general Ross, married out 
about two o'clock in the morning of the twenty- 
serenth of November 1781, and at the same instant 
made a general attack on the whole exterior front 
of the lines of the besiegen. The Spaniards gave-^ 
way on erery side, and abandoned their works. 
The pioneers and artillery-men spread their firo 
with such rapidity, that in a little tune every thing 
combustible was m flunes. The mortars and can- 
non were spiked, and their bods, platforms, and 
carriages destroyed. Hie magazines blew up one 
after another. The loss of the detachment, which 
accomplished aU this destruction, was inconsidera- 
ble. 

lliis unexpected ercnt disconcerted the be- 
siegers ; but tney soon recovered from their alarm, 
and with a peneverance almost peculiar to tbeir 
nation, determined to go on with toe siege. Their 
subsequent exertions and reiterated defeats shall 
be related in the order of time in which they took 
place. 

ST. .EUSTATIA TAKEN. 

Tnv war with Holland was no sooner resolved 
upon, than British vengeance burat on the Dutch 
island of St. Eustatius. This, though intrinsically 
of little value, had long been the seat of an exten- 
sive commerce. It was the grand free port of the 
West Indies, and as such was a general market 
and magazine to all nations. In consequence of 
its neutrality and sitaation, together with its un- 
bounded freedom of trade, it reaped the richest 
harvests of commerce, during the seasons of war- 
Ikre among its neighboars; it was in a particular 
manner a convenient channel of supply to the 
Americans. 

The island is a natural fortification, and very 
capable of being made strong : but as its inhabi- 
tants were a motley mixture of transient persons, 
wholly intent on the gains of commerce, they were 
more solidtons to acquire property, than attentive 
to improve those means of security which the island 
afforded. 

On the third of February 17R1, Sir George Rod- 
ney and general Vaughan, with a large fleet and 
army, surrounded this island, and demanded a sur- 
render of it and of iti dependencies within an hour. 
Mr. de Graaf returned for answer, " that being 
utterly incapable of making any defence against 
the force which invested the island, he must of ne- 
cessity surrender it, only recommending the town 
and its inhabitants to the known and usual clemen- 
cy of British commanders.*' 

The wealth accnmnlated in this barren spot was 
prodigious. The whole island seemed to be one 
vast magasfaie. The storehouses were filled, and 
the bearh covered with valuable commodities. 



Ilieae alone, on a moderate calcnlntion, were esti- 
mated to be worth above three mUliens steritaig. 
AU this property, toi^ether with what was fenad 
on the island was indiscriminatebf seized and d^. 
dared to be coniiscated. This valiieble booty wee 
Ihrther incre a s e d by new arrivals. The eonqueroa 
for some time kept up Dutch colours, which decoy- 
ed a number of ftench, Dutch, and American ree- 



sels into their hands. Above one hundred and fifty 
merchant-vessels, most of which were richly laden. 
were captured. A Dutch frigate of thiity-eigbt 
guns, and five small armed vessels, shared the 
same fete. The neighbouring islands of St. Martin 
and Saba^ere in like manner reduced. Just be- 
fore the arrival of the British, thirty large shipa, 
laden with West India commodities, had sailed 
from Eustatius for Holland, under tiie convoy of a 
ship of sixty guns. Admiral Rodney despatched 
the Monarch and Panther, with the Sybil frigate, 
in pursuit of this fleet ; the whole of it was over- 
taken and captured. 

The Dutch West India company, many of the 
eitizens of Amsterdam, and severid Americans* 
were great sufferers bv the capture of this island, 
and the confiscation or all property found therein, 
which immediately followed ; but the Britiih mer- 
chants were nncn more so. These, confiding in 
the acknowledged neutrality of the island, and in 
acts of parliament, had accumulated there great 
quantities of West India produce as well as Euro- 
pean goods. They stated their hard case to ad- 
miral Rodney and general Vaughan^ and contend- 
ed that their connection with the captured island 
was under the sanction of acts of parliament, and 
that their commerce had been conducted according 
to the rules and maxims of trading nations. To 
applications of this kind it was answered, ** that Hbm 
idand was Du'ch, every thing in it was Dutch, 
nnder the protection or the Dutch flag, and as 
Dutch it should be treated." 

The severity with which the victors proceeded 
drew on them pointed censures, not only from the 
immediate sufferers, but frvm all Europe. It must 
be supposed that thev were filled with resentment 
for the supplies which the Americans received 
thrttngh this channel ; but thero is also reason to 
suspect, that the love of gain was cloaked under 
the specious veil of national policy. 

While admiral Rodney and his ofliccrs were at 
St. Eustatius, and especially whde his fleet was 
weakened, by a large detaclunent sent off to con- 
voy their booty to Great Britain, the French were 
silently executing a well-digested scheme, which 
assured them a naval superiority on the Ameriran 
coast, to the total ruin oi the British interest in the 
United States. 

AMERICAN CAMPAIGN-REVOLT OF 
PENNSYLVANIA LINE. 

Thk campaign in America however commenced 
with some favourable omens to the British; for 
though general Arnold'' address to his countr y men 
produced no effect in detaching the soldiery of 
America ftnm the unproductive service of congress, 
tfieir steadiness could not be accounted for, from 
any melioration of tbeir circumstances. Tbey sHtl 
remained without pay, and without such clothing 
as the season required. They could not be induced 
to enter the British service ; but their complicated 
dbtresses at length broke^out into deliberate mo- 
tiny. This even^ which bad been long expected, 
made its first threatening appearance in the Penn- 
sylvania line. The common soldiers enlisted in 
that state were for the most part natives of Ireland, 
but though not bound to America by the acciden- 
tal tie of birth, they were inferior to none in die- 
cipline, courage, or attachment to the cause of in- 
dependence. They had been, but a few months 
before, the roost active instruments in quelling a 
mutiny of the Connecticut troops, and had on all 
occasions done their daty to admiration. An am* 
Mguity in the terms of tbeir enlistment famished a 
pretext for dieir conduct. A great part of tfaena 
were enlisted finr three years, or during the war ; 
the three years were expired, and the men inidsted 
that the choice of staying or gofaig remained with 
them, while the oflteers contended that the ^uice 
was in the state. 

The mutiny was excited by the non-eonnnissien* 
ed ofiicers and privates, in the night of the first of 
January 1781, and loon became so univened in tho 
line of that state as to defy all opposition. Th« 
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whole, tx.c»pt ikree rei^taumtB, ti]M» a ttgnal for 
IIm poriKMe, turned out under erne widioat their 
eflleerp, and declared for a redret* of crioTencet. | 
The oAeera in Tain ondeaToured to quell them, , 
SeTeral were wounded, and a captain was killed in 
attempting it. GenoraJ Wajme presented hie pis- 
toh, as if about to fire on them : they held their 
bayonets to his breast, and said, " We lore and 
riispect you, but if yon fire, you are a dead man. 
We are not going to the enemy ; on the contrary, 
if they were now to come out, you should see us 
fight under your orders widi as much alacrity as 
ever ; but we will be no longer amused ; we are 
detemiined on obtaining what is our jnst due." 
Deaf to arguments and entreaties, they, to the 
number of one thousand three himdred, moTod off 
in a body ham Morrietown, and proceeded in good 
order wiOi their arms and six field-pieces to Prinee- 
toa. They elected temporary officers from their 
own body, and appointed a sergean^ml^or, who 
had foraujrly deserted from the British army, to be 
tbeir commander. General Wayne forwarded 
prorisione after them to prerent their plundering 
the country for their snbelstence. They inraded 
no man's property; farther than their unmediate 
neceseitiee made nnaroidable. This was readily 
enbmitted to by the inhabitants, who had long been 
used to Olfactions of the same Und, levied for sfani- 
lar purpoees by their lawful rulers. They profess- 
ed that they had no olgect hi Tiew, but to obtam 
what was justly due to them, nor were dieir ao- 
tleos Inconsistent with that profession. 

Congress sent a committee of their boby, oonsist- 
iiig of general SuUiTan, Matthews, Atlee, and Dr. 
Wltherapoon, to procure an aocommodation. The 
vendters wero resolute in refusing any terms, of 
whii^ a redress of their grievances was not the 
foondation. Every thing asked of their country, 
they might, at any time alter the sixth of January, 
have obtained from the British, by passing overinto 
New- York. This they refused. Their sufferings 
had exhausted their patience, but not their patrio^ 
Inn. Sir Henry Clinton, by confidential messen- 

Sra, offered to take them under the protection of 
B British goremment, to pardon all their paet 
oAoces, to have the pay due to ^em from congress 
ftUhfUly made up, without any expectation of mi- 
litary service in return, although it would be re- 
oeired if vohmtarily offered. It was recommended 
to them to move behind the South River ; and it 
was promised, that a detaobment of the British 
troops should be in readiness for their protectiou 
as soon as desired. In the mean time, the troops 
passed over from New-York to Staten Isliud, and 
ihe neoeasary arrangements were made formoring 
them into New-Jersey, whenerer they might be 
wanted. The royal commander was not lets disap. 
pointed than surprised to find that the faithfol 
though re? dting soldiers disdained his offers, llie 
messengers of sir Henry Clinton were seised and 
delivered to general Wayne. President Reed and 
general Potter were appointed, by the eouncfl of 
Pennsylvania, to accommodate matters with the re- 
▼oltera. They met them at Princeton, and agreed 
to lUtfiF*^— all whose terms of enlistment were com- 
pleted, and admitted the oath of each soldier to be 
evidence in his own case. A board of oflicers tried 
and eondemnod the British spies, and they were 
inatantly execntod. President Reed offered a 
purse of one hundred guineas to the mutineers, as 
a reward of their fMelity, in delivering im the spies; 
but they refused to accept it, sajing, ''That what 
they bad done was only a duty they owed their 
oomatry, and that they neither desired nor would 
reoeire any reward but the approbation of tibat 
oonntry, for which they hare so often fought and 
bled." 

ARNOLD'S EXPEDITION TO VIRGINIA. 

While the Americans were suffering the com- 
plicated calamities which introduced the year 1781, 
thdbr adversuies were carrying on the most exten- 
sive plan of operation, which had ever been at- 
tempted since the war. It had often been objected 
to toe British commanders, that they had not con- 
ducted the war in tbe manner most likely to effect 
the snl^gation of the revolted provinces. Military 
critics, in particular, found faidt with them for 
kmtytag a large army idle at New- York, which they 
aaid. If propeny applied, would haTe been suAcient 
to make suocessfui imp re ss io n s at one and the 
sama tine on seteml of the statea* Hm British 
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seem to have calonlated the esBpaigB of 1781, with 
a riew to make an experiment of the comparative 
merit of this mode of conducting military opera, 
tioas. The war n^ed in that year, not only in the 
ricinity of the Brituh head-quarters at New- York, 
but in Georgia, South-Carolina, Nortli-Garolina, and 
in Yirgiuia. The latter state, frmn its peculiar sl- 
tutktioii, and from the modes of building, planting, 
and living, which had been adopted by the inbahn. 
ants, is particularly exposed, and lies at the mercy 
of whatever army is master of 'the Cbesapeak. 
llkese circumstances, together with the pre-emi- 
nent rank which Virginia held in the confederacy, 
pointed out the propriety of making that state the . 
object of particular attention. To flavour lord Com^ 
wallis^ designs in the southern states, nuijor-gea- 
eral Leslie, with about two thousand men, had been 
detached from New-York to the Chesapeak, in the 
latter end of 1780 ; but subsequent events induced 
Us lorddhip to older him from Virginia to Charlee- 
town, with the riew of his more effectually co-operat* 
ing with the army under his own immediate com- 
mand. Soon after the departure of general Leslie, 
Virginia was eg ain invaded by anotfier party from 
New-York. Inis was commanded by general Ar- 
nold, now a brigadier in the royal army. His force 
consisted of about sixteen hundred men, and was 
snpnorted by such a number of armed ' vessels as 
enabled him to commit extensive imvages on the 
unprotected coasts of that well-waten^ co un tr y . 
On the fifth of January the inyaders landed about 
fifteen miles below Richmond ; and in two days 
marched into-tiie town, where they destroyed large 
quantities of tobacco, salt, rum, sml-clo^, and other 
merchandise. Successive excursions were made to 
several other places, in uriiich the royid army corn- 
mined similar devastations. 

In abont a fortnight, they marched into Ports- 
month, and began to fortify it. Hie loss they sus- 
tained from the feeble opposition of the dispersed 
inhabitants was inconsiderable. The havoc inade 

5r ireueral Arnold, and tlio apprehension of a de- 
gn to fix a peimanent post m Virgtaiia, induced 
Sneral Washfngmn to detach the marqni do la 
yette, with twelve hundred of the American in- 
fhntiy, to tliat state, and also to urge tiie French in 
Rhodie Island to co-operate with him In attempting 
to capture Arnold and his jparty. The French com- 
manders eagerly closed with the proposal. Since 
they had landed in the United States, no proper 
opportunity of grati^ng their passion for mUilnry 
feme had yet presented itseli. They rejoiced at 
Qiat which now offered, and indulged a cheerful 
hope of rendering essential service to their allies, 
by cutting off the retreat of Arnold's party. With 
this riew, tiielr fleet, with fifteen hundred addi- 
tional men on board, on the eighth of March sailed 
from Rhode Idand for Virginia. IVEktonches, who, 
since tbm death of do Temay in the preceding De- 
cember, had commanded the French fleet, previous 
to the sailing of his whole naval force, on the ninth 
of February despatched the Bveille, a sixty-four 
gun ship, and two frigates, with orders to destroy 
the British ships and frigates in the Chesapeak. 
These' took or destroyed ten TOsseb, and captured 
the Romulus of forty-four gons* On tiie tenth of 
March, Arbuthnot with a British fleet sailed frma 
Gardiner's Bay, in pursuit of D'Estooches. On the 
sixteenth of the same month, the former overtook 
and engaged the latter off the Capes of Vlrghiia. 
The British had the advantage of more guns than 
the French ; but the latter were much more strongly 
manned than the former. Tbe contest between the 
fleets thus nearly balanced, ended without the lose 
of a ship on either side ; but the British obtained 
the firuits of victory so fer as to frustrate die whole 
scheme of their adversaries. The French fleet re- 
turned to Rhode Island without effecting the ob- 
lectof the expedition. Thus was Arnold saved from 
imminent danger of felling into the hands of his ex- 
asperated countrymen. The day before the French 
fleet returned to Newport, March twenty-fifth, 
a convoy arrived in tbe Chesapeak Cram New- York, 
with mmor-general Philips, and about two thousand 
men. nis distinguished officer, who having been 
taken at Saratoga, had been lately exchanged, wee 
appointed to be commander of the royal forces in 
Virginia, Pfailipe and Arnold soon made a jane- 
tion, and carried every thing before them. They 
successively defiaated those bodies of militia wlucn 
came in their way. The whole country was open 
to their excunioaa. 

Z 



tM 



HISTORY OF GREAT BRITAIN. 



Witl^ thift ^pieditkio, itejbr-genenil PliUipi ter- 
nfaiatsd a life, whicli in aU bis previoiu operations 
had been fall of glory. At early periods of hi* mili- 
tary career, on different occasion* in a preceding 
war, he had gained the full approbation <tf prince 
Ferdinand, under whom he had served in Germany. 
As an officer he was unirersaUy admired. Thoogh 
mnchof the derastations committed by the tioOps 
under his comihand, may be Tiadicated on tue 

Erinciples of those who hold that the rights and 
twB of war are of equal obligation with tho rights 
and laws of humanity; yet the friends of his fame 
bare reason to regret that he did not die three 
weeks sooner. 

The successes which, with a few checks, followed 
the British arms since they had redoced tfaranbah 
and Charlestown, encouftaged them to pursue their 
object by adTancfaig from south to north. A -vigor* 
ous invasion of North-Carolina was therefore pro- 
jected, for the business of the winte^^ vhich follow- 
ed goncMal Gates's defeat. 

GENERAL GREENE SUCCEEDS GATES— 
TARL^ON DEFEATED. 

Trs American army, after its defeat and disper- 
sion on the sixteenth of August 1780, rendezToused 
at Hillsborough. In the latter end of the year they 
advanced to Gbarlotte-Towu. At this place gen. 
eral Gates transferred tho command to general 
Greene. The manlv resignation of the one, was 
equalled by the delicate disinterestedness of the 
other. Eapressions of civility, and acts of fHendship 
and attention, were reciproK^y exchanged. 

With an inconsiderable anny, miserably provid* 
. ed, general Greene took the fteld against a superior 
Britwh regular foroe, which had marched m tri- 
umph two hundred miles from the sea-coast, and 
was flushed with successive victories trough a 
whole campaign. Soon after he took the coaa- 
mand, he divided his fnrce, and sent general Mor- 
gan with a respectable detachment to the western 
extremity of South-Carottea, and about the same 
time marched with the main body to Hick's Greek, 
on the nor.h side of the Pedee, opposite the Cheraw 
HUl. 

When this lrrttptjk>n was made into the district of 
Ninety-six, lord ComwaUis was far advanced In his 
preparations /or the invasion of North-Carolina. 
To leiive genercj Morgan in the rear, was contrary 
to military policy. In order therefore to drive him 
from this station, and to deter the inhabitants from 
Joining him, lieutenant-colonel Tarleton was orders 
ed to proceed with about oue thousand one hundred 
men, and *' push him to the utmost." He had two 
field-pieces, and a superiority of infantry in the 
proportion of five to four, and of cavalry in the pro- 

}>ortion of three to one. Besides this inequality of 
orce, two-thirds of the troops under general Mor. 
gan were xuilitia. With these fair prospects of suc- 
cess, Tarleton, on thf) seventeenth of January 1781, 
engaged Morgan at the Cowpens, with the expects- 
tion of driving him out of South-Carolina. The mill* 
tia fell back. The British advanced and engaged 
the second line, which, after an obstioate conflict, 
was compelled In retreat to the cavalry. In this 
rrisis, Ueutenant-CQlonei Washington made a suc- 
cessful charge on captain Ogilvie, who, with about 
forty dragoons, was cutting down the militia, and 
forced them to retreat in confusion. ]<ieatenant- 
.oolonel Howard almost at the same moment rallied 
the continental troops, and charaed with fixed bay- 
onets. The example was instanuy followed by the 
militia. Nothing could exceed the astonishment 
and confusion of the British, «iCcasioned by these 
tmexpected charges. Their advance fell back on 
tbolr rear, and communicated a panic to the whole. 
Two hundred and fifty horse which had not been 
engaged, fl^ with precipitation, llio pieces of ar- 
tiUery were seised bv the Americans, and the great- 
est confusion took plaoe among the infantry. Whila 
they were in this state of disorder, lieutenant-col- 
ouiA Howard called to 'them to "lay down their 
arms," and promised them good quarter. Some 
himdrods accepted tho offer, and surrendered. The 
first battalion of the seventy-first, and two British 
light-infantry oompanies, laid down tiheir arms to 
the American militia. A party which had been left 
some distance in the rear to guard the baggage, wa« 
the only body of infantry that escaped. 

MASTERLY RETREAT OP THE AMERICANS. 
Loao CoRNWALLis, though preparing to extend 



1iis conquests uortlietly, WM not inattantiTe to lliw 
Bdcuri^ of Sonlh^aTdinB. Besides the Inrce ««: 
Charlestown, he left a considerable body of troops 
under the command of lord Rawdon. "niese were 
principally stationed at Camden, 'from which cei^ 
tral situation they mi|^t easUy be drawn fortiito de- 
fend the frontiers, or to suppress insurrections. To 
&ciUtate the intended operations against North-Caro* 
Una, naiot Craig, witi^ a detachment of about three 
huncfared men from Charlestown, and a small marina 
force, took possession of Wilmington. While the«e 
arrangements were making, the year 1781 com- 
menced with the fairest prospects to the frioids of 
British government. The arrival of general Leslie 
in Cbarlestomii fram Virginia, gave eari ComwalUa 
a decided superiority, and enabled him to attempt 
the reducti(»n of North-Carolina, with a force suUf 
dent to bear down all probable opposidon. Anudd 
was before him in Virginia, while South-CaroUna 
in his rear was considered as cempletely anbdued. 
His lordship had much to hope and little to fear. 
His admirers flattered him with the expectat|pa» 
that his victory at Camden would bat prove the 
dawn of his glory ; and that the events of the ^> 
preaching campaign would immortaUie Us 
as the conqueror, at leaat, of the southern 
Whilst locd ComvralUs wM indulging these p 
prospects, he received intelligence, no leas on 
come than unexpected, that Tarieton, his faveorite 
oflicer, in whom he placed the fraeteat oonfideDoa^ 
instead of driving Morgan out of the eoontry, was 
completely defeated 1^ him. This surprised and 
mortified, but did not diacoarage his lordshqi. He 
hoped by vigotous exertiims soon to obtain repartr 
tion for the late disastrous event, and even to iw> 
cover what he had lost. With the expectatum eC 
retaking the prisoners captured at the C( 
and to obliterate the impression nsade by die 
of the late action at that place, his lordship in 
ly determined on the pufsoit of general Morgan, 
who had moved off towards Virginia with hb pri- 
soners. The movements of the royal army in oo»> 
seqnonce of this determination, induced general 
Greene immediately to retreat txom Hick's Credc. 
lest tho British, by crossing the upper souroes ef 
the Pedee, should got between him and the detach 
ment, which was encumbered with the ' prisonen. 
In this critical situation general Oreeius left the 
main army, under the cemmand of general Hnger, 
and rode one hundrsd and fifty miles through the 
country, to join the detachment under general Mer» 
gan, that he might he in front of lord ComwaUis^ 
aad direct the motions of both divisions of hisannyy 
so as to form a speedy junction between tiMm. laa* 
mediately after the action, oo the sevenfeeeath ef 
January, Morgan sent on his prisdners under a pre* 
per guard, and having made every armngenkeet is 
bis power for their security, retreated with expedi- 
tion. Nevertheless the British gained ground upoii 
iiim. Morgan intended to cross the mountaum witii 
his detachment and prisoners, that he might moM 
effectually secure the latter : Imt Greene, on bis ar- 
rival, ordered the prisoners to GharlotteviUe, and 
directed the troops to Guildford court-house, to 
which place he had also ordered general Unger te 
proceed with the main anny. 

The British had urged the pursuit with so nanA 
rapidity, that they reached the Catawba on the 
evening of the same day on wliich their fleeing ad* 
versarius had crossed it. Before the next uoreiog 
a heavy fall ef rain made that river faapaisabie. 
The Americans, confident of the jnstSoe of tiwir 
cause, considered this event as an interpoeitioii ef 
l^rideuce in their favour. It is ceriam, thet if 
the rising of the river had taken plaoe a few hooss 
sooner, general Morgan, with his whole detank 
ment, and five hundred prisoners, would have scarce- 
ly had any chance of escape. When the flood had 
subsided so . far as to leave the river fordable, e 
large proportion of the king's troops received or- 
der* to be in readiness to march at one o'dodC Is 
ttie morning of the first of February. Feints had 
been made of passing at several different fiarda, li«t 
the real attempt was made at a ford near M'Cowans^ 
the north banks of which were defended by a -rntiU 

Kanl of militia, commanded by general Davidaon. 
e British marched through the river, upwarda of 
Ave hundred yards wide, and about three JJeetdeey, 
sustaining a constant fire from tte miUtia on tfie 
opposite bank, without returning it tifl they h/mA 
made good their passage. The light-infantry nod 
grenadiBr companies, as soon as tlunr i 
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.bad, d»p«ned the Americana, geoeral Davidson, 
the brare leader of the latter, bving kiUed on the 
flnt onaet. The militia thron^liout the neighbtftu- 
ing aecthnnents were dispirited, and bat few of 
them could be persuaded to take or liccp the field. 
A small party which collected about ten miles from 
the ford, was attacked and dispersed by lieutenant- 
colonel Tarleton. All the fords were abandoned, 
and the whole royal army crossed over without 
any farther opposioon. The passage of the Cataw- 
ba being effected, the Americans continaed to flee 
and the British to pursue. The former by ezpedi-. 
tioiia movements crossed tiie Yadkin, partly in 
llato, and pardv by fording, im the second and 
third davs of February, and secured their boats on 
the north side. Though the British were close in 
theur rear, yet the want of boats^ and tha rapid 
rising of the riTer from the precedmg rains, made 
their crossing impossible, llus second hair breadth 
escape was considered by the Americans as a far- 
ther evidence that their cause was fhroured by 
Heaven. 

The British baring Called in Hbmx first scheme of 
passing the Yadkin, were obliged to cross at the 
vpper fords; but before this was completedt the 
two divisions of the American army^ on ttio seventh 
of February, made a junction at GuUdjGord court- 
house. Though this had tak^n place, their com- 
bined numbers were so much inrerior to the firlr 
tish, that general Greene could not with any pro* 
prie^ risk an action. He therefore called a oou^ 
eO of oflicers, who unanimoudy concurred in opin- 
ion that he ought to retire over the Dan, and to 
avoid an engagement till he was reinforced. Lord 
ComwalUs, Knowing the inferiority of the AwMrri 
can force, conceived hopes, 'by gettSng^ between 

Eineral Greene and Virginia, to cat off his retreat, 
tercept hu supplies and reinforcements, and ob- 
lige him to fi^ht under many disadvantages. With 
tua view, his lordshq^ kept the upper country, 
where only the rivers are (ordable — supposing that 
his adversaries, from the want of a sumcieut num- 
ber of flats, could not make good their passage 
in the deejp water beluw, or, in case of their at- 
tempting It, he expected to overtake and fbne 
them to action before they could cross. In this 
expoctation he wa^ deceived. General Greene \n 
good management eluded his lordship. The British 
vrged their pursuit with so much rapidity, tiiat 
the American light troops wore on the fourteenth 
compelled to retire upwards of forty miles. By 
the most indefatigable exertions, general Greene 
had that day transported his afmy, artillery, and 
baggage, over the river Dan into Yirginia. So 
rapid was the pursuit, and so narrow the escape, 
that the van of the pursuing British just arrived as 
the rear of the Americans had crossed. The hazd- 
■hipe and difllculties which the royal army bad 
undergone in this march, were exceeded by the 
ttortiflcation that all their toils and exertions were 
to no purpose. They conceived it next to impossi- 
ble that general Greene could escape without re- 
ceiving a decisive blow. Thev therefore cheerfully 
•ubmitted to difficulties, of which they who reside 
in cultivated countries can form no adequate 
idoaa. After surmounting incredible hardsiiipa» 
when they fandcd themselves within |[rasp of 
thoir olQect, they discovered that all thvir hopes 
Were blasted. 

PLANS OF LORD CORNWALLIS DEFEATED. 

Thk continental army being driven out of North- 
Carolina, lord Comwallis thought the opportunity 
favourable for assembling the loyalists. With this 
^ew he left the Dan. and proceeded to Hills- 
boruugh. On his arrival there, he erected the 
king's standard, and published a proclamation, 
Invicmg all loyal subjects to repair to it with their 
arms and ten days' provision, and assuring them 
of his readiness to concur with them In effectual 
measures for suppressing the remains of rebellion, 
and for the re-establishment of good order and 
coustitntional government. Soon after the king's 
standard was ereoted at HiUsboroagh, some hun- 
dreds of the inhabitants rode into the British camp. 
They seemed to be very desirous of peace, but 
arerseto any co-operation for procuring it. They 
acknowledged the continentals were chased out of 
tko provinco, but expressed their apprehensions 
that they wottld soon return, and on the whole 
declined to take any decided part in a cause which 
yet anpcarcd dangerous. Notwithstanding the in- 
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difference or timidity of the loyalists near llills- 
borougb, lord ComwaUls hoped for snbtantial aid 
from the inhabitants between Haw and Deep Kiver. 
He therefore detaohed lieotenantcolenel Tyriaton 
with four hundred and fifty men, to give counte- 
nance to the friends of royal government in that 
district. Greene bmng InftMrmcd that many of the 
inhabitants had joined hu lordship, and that they 
were repairing in great nnmben to mako tfieir 
suhmiseion, waa apprehensive, that unless some 
spirited measure was imme^Uatdy taken, the whole 
country would be lost to the Ameticana. He thero- 
fore ooodudod, at every hasard, to reeross the Dan. 
This was done by the light troops, and these on 
the next day were followed bv the main body, 
acoompaniod with a brigade of Virginia mHitiak 
Immediately after the return of the Americans to 
North-Carouna, some of their liffht troops, oon^ 
man ded by general Pickens and hentenant-cdonel 
Lee, were detached in pursuit of Tarleton, who 
had bkaen s^t to enoourage die insorrection of the 
loyalists. Three hundred and fifty of these toriee 
commanded by colonel Pyles, when on their wat 
tqjoin the British, fell in with this light American 
party, and mistook them for the royal detachaent 
sent for their support. The Americans attacked 
them, labooring under this mistake, to great ad- 
vantage, and cut them down as thev were crying 
out, ** God save the king," and milking protestsr 
tions of their loyalty. Natives of the British colonF 
ies, who were of this character, more rarely foond 
merer than European scddiers. Tarieton was no* 
f^esmng his legion about a mile from this scene of 
slaughter. Upon hearing the alarm,Ae recrossed 
tile Haw and returned to HiUsbotougb. On his 
retreat he cut down ^veral of the royalists, as 
they were advancing to join the British army, mia- 
takmg Uiem for tha rebel nulitia of the country. 
These events, together with the retnm of the 
American army, overset all the schemes of lord 
Cornwaltis. The tide of public sentiment was no 
longer in his favour. The recruiting servico in be. 
halt of the royal armsr was eatireh^ stopped. The 
absence of the American army, lor one fortnight 
longer, might have tamed the scale. The advo- 
cates for royal government being discouraged *by 
these adverse aoudents, and being also generally 
deficient in that ardent zeal which eharaoteriaed 
the patriots, could not be induced to act with con- 
fidence. They were so dispersed over a large ex- 
tent of a thinly settled country, that it waa diAcuk 
to bring them to unite in any common plan* They 
had no superintending congress to give system or 
concert to their sdiemes. While each little dis- 
trict pursued separate measures, aU were obliged 
to submit to the American governments. Numbers 
of them, who were on their way to join lord Com. 
wallis, struck with terror at the unexpected retam 
of the American army, and the unhappy fate of 
their brethren, went home to wait events. Their 
policy was of that timid kind, which disposed them 
to be more attentive to personal safety, than to 
the success of either army. 

BATTLE OF GUILDFORD. 

Though general Greene had recrossed, his plan 
was not to venture upon an immediate action, but 
to keep alive the courage of his party, to depress 
that of the loyalists, and to harass the foragers and 
det-ichments of the British till reinforcements 
should arrive. While Greene was unequal even to 
defensive operations, he lay seven days within ten 
miles of ComwaUis's camp, but took a new position 
every night, and kept it a profound secret whcsre 
the next was to be. By such frequent movements 
lord Comwallis could not gain intelligence of his 
situation in time to profit by iL He manoeuvred in 
this manner to avoUl an action for three weeks. 
By the end of that period, two brigades of militia 
from North-Carolina, and one- from Virginia, to- 
gether with four hundred regulars raised for eigl»- 
tcen mouths, joined his army, and gave him a su- 
periority of numbers : he therefore determined no 
longer to avoid an engagement. Lord Comwallis 
havmg long soaght for this, no longer delay took 
place on either side. Hie American army consist- 
ed of about four thousand four hundred men, of 
which more ^an one half were militia : the British 
of about two thousand four hundred, chiefly troops 
grown veteran in victories. The former was drawn 
up in three lines; the front composed of Norths 
Carolina militia, the socoifid of Virginia militia, the 
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Clitrd and last of eonttneBtal troopa conunuad«d by 
general Hucer and oolond WiDtanw. After a brisk 
cannonade in front, the Biitiah adranced in three 
columns ; the Hessians on the right, the guards in 
the centre, and lientcnant-colonel ■ Webster's bri- 
gade on the left ; and attacked the front line. This 
£Te way when their adTersaries were at the 
itanoe of one himdred and forty yards, from Ae 
miscondnet of a colonel, who, on the aidTance of 
the enemy, called ont to an oflkcer at some distance 
that he would be snrroonded. The alarm was 
solBdent : without inquiring into the probabOitT of 
what had been iqjudidoaslv suggested, the militia 
precipitatelpr quitted the field. As one good officer 
may sometimes mend the face of aflhirs, so die 
misconduct of a bad one may ii^ure a whole army. 
Untrained men when on the field are similar to 
each other. The difiTerence of their conduct de- 
pends mneh on incidental circumstances, and on 
none more than the manner of their being led on, 
and the quality of the ol&cers by wfamn they are 
commanded. 

The Virginia miUria stood their ground, and kept 
np their fire till they were ordered to retreat. 
General Sterens, their commander, had posted 
forty riflemen at equal distances, twenty paces in 
the rear of his brinde, with orders to shoot erery 
man who should leaTo his post. The continental 
troops were last ennged, and maintained tiie con- 
flict with great spnit for an hour and a half. At 
length the discipline of TOteran troops gained the 
day. They broke the second Ifaryland brigade, 
tamed the American left ilank, and got ill rear of 
the Virginia 4brig«de. They appeared to be gaining 
Greene's right, which would hare encirc&d the 
whole of the continental troops ; a retreat was 
therefore ordered. This was made in good order, 
and no fordier than orer the reedy fork, a distance 
of about three miles. Greene halted there, and 
drew np till he had collected most of the stragglers, 
and then retired to Speedwell's iron-works, ten 
miles distant from Gtdldford. The Americans lost 
four pieces of artiDery and two ammvnition-wag- 

God. The rictory cost the British, deat. TMr 
led and wounded amonnted to sereral hundreds. 
Tlae guards lost colonel Stuart and three captains, 
besides subalterns. Colonel Webster, an ofioer of 
distinguished merit, died of his wounds, to the 
great regret of tbm whole army. Generals CHara 
and Howard, and Hentenant-coionel Tarieton, were 
wounded. About three hundred of the continen- 
tals, and one hundred of the Virginia militia, were 
killed or wounded. Among the former was major 
Anderson, of the Maryland Une, a most raluable 
officer; of the latter were generals Huger and 
Sterens. The early retreat of the North Caro- 
linians saved them from much loss. The American 
army sustained a great dimfaintion, by the numer- 
ous fugiti? es who, instead of rcjofaaing the camp, 
went to their homni. On the other hand^ lord 
Comwallis suffered s6 much, that he was in no 
condition to improre die adTantage he had gained. 
The British had only the name, the Americans, all 
the good consequences of a riotory. General 
Greene retreated, and lord Comwallis kept Uke 
field: but notwithstanding, the British interest in 
North-Carolina was ft^nn that day ruined. Soon 
after this action, (on the eighteenth of March) lord 
Cerawallis issued a prodamation setting forth his 
complete victory, ana calling on all loyal sul]jects 
to stand forth, and take an actite port in restoring 
Older and good goremment, and offering a pardon 
and protecdon to all rebels, murderers excepted, 
who would surrender themselves on or before the 
twendeth of AprQ. On the next day after tlus 
proclamation was issued, his lordship left his hos- 
pital and serenty-fiTe wounded men, with the 
numerous loytfHsts, In the vicinity, and began a 
march towards Wilmington, which had the ap- 
pearance of a retreat. A!aJor Craig, who for the 
K poses of co-operating with his lordship, had 
n stationed at Wihnington, was not ia>le to 
open a water communicadon with the British army 
wbile they were in the upper country. The 
distance, the narrownem of Cape Fear River, the 
.commanding elevation of its banks, and the hostile 
sendments of the iohabltants on each side of it, 
forbsde the attempt. The destitute condidon of 
Uie Bridsh army made it necsMary to go to these 
oapphes, which for these reasons could not be 
brought to them. 
Ganeral Greene no sooner received infemation 



of tUs movement of lord CorawalUs, than be p«< 
his army in motion to follow, him. As he had no 
means of providing for the wounded, of his own, 
and the British forces, he wrote a letter to the 
neighbouring inhabitants of the Quaker persuasion, 
in which he mentioned his being brought up a 
Quaker, and urged them to take care of the wound- 
ed on both sides. His recommendations prevailed, 
and the Quakers snppbed the hospitals mth every 
comfort in dieir power. 

Lord Comwallis halted and refreshed Us army 
for about three weeks at Wilndnirton, and then 
marched across the country to Fetersbargh In 
Virginia. The resolution of returning to South- 



Carolina was formed by general Greene, 
animated the friends of congress in that quar- 
ter. Had the American army followed his lord 
ship, the southern states would have considered 
themselves conquered ; for their hopes and foara 
prevailed just as the armies marched nordi or 
south. Though lord Comwallis marched throui^ 
North* Carolina to Virginia, yet as the American 
army returned to Sonth-CaroHna, the people con- 
sidered that movement of bis lordship in the light 
of a retreat* 

While the two azmios were in Nnrdt-Carollna, 
die whig inhabitants of South-Carolina were ani- 
mated by the gallant exertions of Sumter and 
Marion. These distinguished partixans,wfaile sur- 
rounded with enemies, kept the field. Thou^ the 
continental ansy was dnven Into Virginia, they 
did not despair of die commonwealth. Having 
mounted thtir followers, their motions were rapid, 
and their attacks unexpected. With their ](ght 
troops they intercepted the British convoys of pro- 
visions, infested their out-posts, beat up their 
Quarters, and harassed their detachments with such 
frequent alarms, that they were obliged to be al- 
ways on dieir guard. 

While lord ComwalKs was preparing to invade 
Virginia, general Greene determined to recom- 
mence offensive military operations In the southern 
extreme of the confederacy, In preference to pur- 
suing his lordship into Virginia. General Sumter, 
who had warmly urged this measure, was about 
this time authorised to raise a state brigade to be 
In serrice for eighteen months. Be had also pre- 
pared the militia to co-operate widi the returning 
continentals. With dieoe forces an offensive war 
was recommenced in South-Carolina, and prose- 
cuted with spfarit and success. 

Camden, before which the main American amy 
was encamped, is a viDage situated on a plain, 
covered on the south and east sides by the Wateroe 
and a creek, the western and northern by rix re- 
donbta. It was defended by lord Rawdon with 
about' nine hundred men. The American army, 
consisting only of about an equal number of con- 
tinentals, and between two and three hundred 
militia, was unequal to the task of carrying this 
post by storm, or of completely investing it. Gene- 
ral Greene therefore took a good position about a 
mile distsnt, in expectation of allnnng die garrieen 
out of their lines. Lord Rawdon armed his whole 
force, and with great spirit sallied on the twenty- 
fifth. An engagement ensued. Victory for some 
time evidently inclined to the Americans, but in 
the progiera of the action, the premature retreat of 
two companies eventually occasioned the defeat of 
(he whole American army. Greene, with his usual 
firmness, in^tandy took measures to prevent lord 
Rawdon ftom improving ^e success he had ol^ 
tained. He retreated with &uch order that most of 
his woimded, and all his artillery, together widi n 
number of nrisonbrs, were carried off. The British 
retired to Camden, and the Americans encamped 
about five miles from their former position. Their 
loss was between two and three hundred. Soon 
after this action general Greene, knowing that the 
British garrison could not subsist long In Camden 
without fresh supplies from Charlestown or the 
country, took such positions as were most likely te 
prevent their procuring any. 

On the seventh of luay, lord Rawdon received a 
reinforcement of four or five hundred med by the 
arrival of colonel Watson from Pedee. With this 
increase of strength, he attempted on die next day 
to compel general Greene to another action, but 
found it to be impracticable. Failing in this dedgn, 
he returned to Camden, and bnmod the Jail, n ~~ 
many private houses, and a great. deal of his 
baggage. He then evacuated the post, and 
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tB tiM MBtkwara of SaBtM. His lordship diaeorer. 
•d oa much prudence in eTaciiating Camden, as be 
bad aliQwii brarery in its defence. The positk»n«of 
the American army in a great measure intercepted 
snpplies firom the a4jacent country. Tbo firitiiih in 
Soutli-CaroUna, now cat off firom aO ocmtmuniaition 
v.itb lord Comwallis, would have baxarded the 
capita], by keeping large detachniento in their 
distant out-poats : they therefore resolved to con- 
tract their limits by retirins within the Santec. 
This measure animated the friends of congress in 
tbo extremities of the state, and dispos^ them, 
to co-operate with tbci American army. 

While operations were cikrrying on against the 
nnaU ^osto, Greene proceeded with his main army, 
and laid siege to Kinety^aix, in which Uoutenant> 
colonel Cniger, with upwards of fire hundred men, 
was adranUgeously posted. On the left of the bv- 
siegers was a work, erected in the form of a star ; 
nn the rifrht wai u strong blockade fort, with two 
block-houses in it. The town was also piquetted 
In with strone piquets, and surrounded with a 
ditch, and a bank, near tlie height of a common 
parapet. The besiegers were more numerous than 
the besieged, but the duparity was not great. 

The siege was prosecuted with indeutigable in- 
dusti^. The garrison defended themselves with 
spirit and address. On the twenty-Afth of May, the 
morning after the siege began, a party sallied from 
the garrison, and drove the advance of the besieg- 
ers from their works. The next nifht, two strong 
block batteries were erected at the distance (rf' 
three hundred and fifty yards. Another battery 
twenty feet hi^b, was creoted within two hundred 
and twenty yards, and soon after a fourth was 
erected within a hundred yards of the main fort, 
and hutly, a rifle battery was erected thirty feet 
high, within tliirty yards of the ditch; from all of 
which tlte besiegers fired into the British works. 
The abbatis was turned, and a mine and two trenches 
were so for extended, as to be within six feet of 
the ditch. At that intcrestiog moment, intelligence 
was conveyed into ttio garrison, that lord Rawdon 
was near at hand with about two thousand men 
for their relief. These had arrived in Charlestown 
from Ireland after the siege began, and were march- 
ed for Ninety-six on the seventh day after they 
landed. In these drcumstaoces, general Greene 
had no alternative but to raise the siege, or attempt 
the reduction of the place by assault. The latter 
was attempted. Though the assailants displayed 
great resolution, tliey failed of aucoeaa. On thk, 
roneral Greene raiaed the aiege,and retreated over 
Saluda. Hia loas in the aaaaiut and previous con- 
flicts was about a hundred and fifty men. lieu- 
tenant-colonel Cruger deservedly gained great re- 
pntation by this successful defence. He was parti- 
calarly indebted to m^or Greene, who had bravely 
and judiciously defended diat redoubt, tat the re^ 
duction of which the greatest exertions had been 
made. Lord Rawdon, who by rapid marches was 
near Nine(y-six at the time of the assault, pursued 
the Americans as for as the Enoree river ; but witii- 
out orertaking them. Desisting from this fruidess 
pursuit be drew off a part of his force firom Ninety- 
six, and fixed a detachment at the Congaree. Gen- 
eral Greene, on hearing tliat the Briti^ foiroe was 
divided, foced about to give them batde. Lofd 
Rawdon, no less surprised than alarmed at this un- 
expected movement of his lately retreating foe, 
abandoned the Congaree in two days after he had 
reached it, and marchad to Orangeburg General 
Greeno^ in his turn pursued and offerea him batde. 
• His lordship would not venture ont, and his adver- 
arv was too weak to attack him in his encampment 
with any proapect of success. 
^' Reasons similar to those which faiduced the Bri- 
tbh to evacuate Camden, weighed with them about 
this time to withdraw their troops from Ninety-aLx. 
While the American army lay near Orangeborgh, 
Bentenant-colonel Cruger, having evacuated the 
post he had gallandy defended, was marching with 
the troops of that garrison, through Hie forks of 
Edisto, to join lord Rawdon at Oraugeburgb. Gen* 
eral Greene being unable to prevent their Junction, 
and s^ less so to stand before their combined 
force, retired to the hish hills of Santee. The eva- 
cuation of Crtmdcn havlog been effected by striking 
at the posts below it, the same manoeuvre was now 
Attempted to induce the British to leave Orange- 
hnrgh. With this view generals Sumter and Marion^ 
iiith their brigades, and the legion of cavalry, were 
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detached to Monk's Ceniar and Dorchester. They 
moved down different roads, andcommoneed separ- 
^ate and auocessful Attacks, on convoys and drtacl^ 
mcnts in the viefaiity of Charlestown. In this 
manner was die war carried on. While die British 
kept their forces compact, they ooifld not cover the 
country, and the American general had the pru. 
dODce to avoid fighting. When they divided their 
army, thchr detachments were attacked and defeat- 
ed. While thvy were in the upper country, light 
parties of Amencans annoyed their small posts in 
tlie lower setdements. The people soon found that 
the late eonqncrors were not able to afford them 
dudr promised protection. The spirit of revolt be- 
came genera], and die royal interest daily declined. 

The British having cVacuated all didr posts to 
the northward of Santee and Congaree, and to the 
Westward of Edisto, conceived themselves aUe to 
hold all that fertile country, which is in a great 
measure enclosed by these rivers. They therefore 
once more resumed their station near the Junction 
of the Waterse and Congaree. 

The Americans retired to their former position 
on the high hills of Santee, and the British took 
post in the vicinity of Monk's Comer. In the dose 
of die year general Greene moved down into the 
lower country, and about the same time the Britbh 
altandoncd their out posts, and retired with dieir 
whole force to the qtiarter-bouse on Chariestown 
■Neck. The defence of the country vras given up, 
and the conquerors, who had lately carried their 
arms to die extremities of the state, seldom aimed- 
at any thing more than to secure themseWes in tlie 
vicinity of tiie capital. The crops which tiad bean 
planted in the apring of the year under Britiah aus- 
pices, and with the expectation of aflbrding them 
supplies, fell into the hands of the Americans, and 
administered to diem a seasonable relief. A few 
excursions were afterwards made by the British, 
and some small enterorises were executed, but no- 
thing of more general consequence occurred diaa 
the looB of property, and of individual lives, 

LORD CORNWALLIS PROCBEDS TO YIB- 

GINIA. 

It has already been mentioned thai lord Com* 
wallis, soon after the batde of Guilford, marched to 
Wilmington in North-Carolina. When he had oon^ 
pleted that march, various plans of operation were 
presented to his view, it was said in favour of his 
pruceeding southwardly, that the ooontry between 
Wilmington and Camden was barren and of dift. 
colt passage — that an embarkation for Charlestown 
would he both tedious and dispaceful, and that a 
Junction with the royal forces m -Virginia, and the 
prosecution of solid operations In diat (quarter, 
would be the most effectual plan for effecting and 
securidg the submission of the more southern states. 
Other arguments of anparendy equal force urged 
his return to South-Carolina. Previous to his de- 
parture for Virginia, he had received information 
that general Greene had befun his march for CaA> 
den, and he had reason from past experiem^e to 
fear that if he did not follow him, the inhabitants^ 
by a second revolt, would give the American army 
a snperiorirv over the small force left under lord 
Rawdon. Thonfh his lordship was very airnrehen. 
sive of danger from that quarter, he hopea either 
that lord Rawdon would be able to stand his ground, 
or that general Greene would fallow the royal army 
to Virginia ; Or in the most unfovoorable event he 
flattered himself, that by the conquest of Virginia^ 
the recovery of South-Carolina would be m!t any 
time practicable. His lordship having too much 
spirit to turn back, and preferring the extensive 
scale of operations which Virginia presented, to 
the narrow one of preserving past oonqueoto, de- 
termined to leave Carolina to its fate. Before the 
end of April, he therefore nroceeded on his march 
from Wilmington towards Virginia. To favour the 
passage of the many rivers, with which the co u ntry 
is intersected, two boats were mounted on caniagea 
and taken along with his army. The kiae'a troope 
proceeded aeveral daya without opposition, and al- 
most without intelligence. The Americans mado an 
attempt at Swift Creek and afterwards at Fishing 
Creek to stop their pr og r e ss, but without any effect. 
The British took the shortest road to Halifox, and 
ou their arrival there defeated several parties of the 
Americans and took some stores, witn very Uttie 
loss on their side. The Roanoke, the Mebarrin, 
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and the Nottswmy lirw* were si&ec«wftilly croMed 
by thfl royal way, ukl with little or no opposition 
from tiie dispenod inhabituiti. In leas than a 
aBonth the mMch from Wibnington to Petersborgh 
was oompleted. 1^ latter had been fixed upon aa 
thejpiaee of rendex?ona,in a priTate cfMrrMpondenee 
Witt general Philipe. By tnia combination of the 
royal force preriooaly employed in Virginia, widi 
the troops wnich had marched from wibnington, 
lofd Comwallis waa at Ihe head of a rery p ow e r ft d 
aimy. Thia ionction waa acarcely completad, when 
lord ComwaUia reoeired lord Biawdon'C renort of 
the adrantage he had gained over general Greene, 
on the twenty-fifth of me preceding month. About 
the same time he r e c c i^reid information that three 
Britiah tegimeDti had aailed from Cork for Charica- 



Theae two erenti eased his mind of fall anxiety 
for Sonth^Carolina, and inspired him with brilliant 
hoTCs of a gloriooa campaign. He considered himaelf 
as bat ing uvoady snbdoed both the CaroIh*as, and as 
being in a fair war to increase hia milirary funo, 

5f the addition of Virginia to theUat of hia oonqnests. 
y the late combination of the roral forces onder 
Philips and GomwalUs. and by tiie recent aniral 
of a ndnforeement of fifteen hundred men directly 
from New- York, Vininia became the principal 
theatre of operation for tiie remainder of the cam- 
pugn. The formidable fotoe, thus collected in one 
liody, caUed for vigorous exertions. The defensive 
operations, in opposition to it, were prtncipcdly en- 
trusted to the mavqais de la FWyette. Early in tiie 
year he had been detached from the main Ameri- 
can army on an expedition, the Olgect of which was 
a cooperation with tiie French fleet in capturing 
general Arnold. On the lulure of this, tiie mar- 

Sttis marched back as far as tlie head of Elk. There 
e received an order to return to Virginia to oppose 
the Britiah forces, which had become more formi- 
dable by the arrival of a considerable reinforcement, 
under aeneral PfaiUps. He prooeedod without de- 
lay to Mkofamond, and arriTed there the day before 
the Britiah reached Mancbcater, on the opposite 
side of Jamea Hirer. Thua waa the capital of 
Virginia, at that time filled with almost all the mili- 
tary atorea of the atatc, aared from imminent dan- 
ger. So great was the superiority of numbers on 
the aide of the Britiah, that tiie marqoia bad before 
him a labour of the great^t difliculty, and was 
preased with many embarraasmenta. In the first 
momenta of the ruing tempest, and tiU be could 
provide aq^ainat its utmost rage, he began to retire 
with his kttie army, which consisted ouly of about 
one tho u sa n d regulars, two thousand miHtia, and 
aixty draf eons. 

OPERAtlONS IN VIRGINIA. 

LoBD CoRKWALLis adTttncod from Petenbnrgh 
to Jamas RiTer, which he crossed at Weston, and 
thence marehiuf through Hanover county, creased 
the South Anna, or Pamunkey river. The marquis 
feUowed his motions, but at a guarded distance. 
The superiority of the Britiah army, especially of 
their caralry, which they easily auppKed with good 
boraeafirom the atablesand pastures of private gen- 
tlemen in Viroinia, enabled him to trarerse the 
ooimtrv in all dnrectioos. Two distant expeditions 
Mere therefore undertaken. Hie one was to Char- 
lotteville, with the Ticw of capturing the eovenior 
and assembly of the state ; the other to Point of 
Pork, to deatroy atorea. Ueutenant-colonel Tarle- 
ton. to whom the first was c«rtnmitted, succeeded 
so far as to disperse the asvembly, capture seven 
of its members, and to destroy a great quantity of 
stores at and near Cbarlotteville. n« other expe- 
dition, which waa committed to lientenant-colooel 
Simooe, was only in part succesaiU, for tho Ameri 
cans had previously removed moat of their atore* 
from Point of Pork. In the course of these marchca 
and counter-marcbea, immense quantities of pro- 
perty were destroyed, and sumo unimportnnt skir 
miahes took place. 1 be British made many partial 
conquests, but tliese were seldom of longer dura* 
tion than their encampments. The young marquis, 
with a degree of pnidcoce that would have done 
honour to an old soldier, acted so cautiously on the 
defensive, and made no judicious a choice of posts, 
and showed so murh vigour and design m bis 
movcmcntt, as to prevent any advantage boiug 
taken of hia weakucsn. In bis circumsmnces.'not 
to lie destroyed was triumph, lie oflfected a junc- 
tion at Racoon Purd with general Wayno, who was 



at the head of eight hundred Pennsylranians. 
While this junction was forming, tfa« Britbh got 
between tho American ormy and its stores, which 
had been removed from Hichmoild to Albemarle 
iM conrt-honse. The po s se s s i on of tiiese waa an 
object with both armies. The marquis, by forced 
marchea, got within a few miles of the ^li^ army, 
when they were two days march from Albemarle 
old court4iooae. The British general considered 
himself as sure of his adversary, for he knew that 
the stores were hia olgect; and he conceived it has- 
practicable for the marquis to get between him and 
tiie stores ; hot by a road, in passing wiiich he 
might be attacked to advantage* The marquis had 
the address to extricate himself from tUa dtmcnlty, 
bv opening in the night a nearer road to AUiemaxte 
old court-lionao, which bad-been long disuaed and 
was much embarraaaed. To the surpriae of lord 
ComwaUia, the marquis fixed himself the next day, 
June eighteentii, between the British army and 
the American stores. Lord Comwallis finding his 
schemes frustrated, fell back to Richmond. About 
thia time the marquis's army was reinlbmrd by 
Steuben's tromss, and by militia from the parts ad- 
jacent. He followed lord Comwallis, and had the 
address to iaqiress him with an idea that tho Ame- 
rican army waa much greater tiian it really wait. 
Hia lordship therefSore on the twenty-sixth retreated 
to Williamsburgfa. The day after the main body of 
the British army arrived there, their rear was at- 
tacked by an Amerieaa light corps under colonel 
BuUer, uid sustained a ooosidetnble lofs. 

It being a principal object of the campaign to fix 
on a strong permanent poat or place of arms in tbo 
Chesapeak, for the security of both the army and 
nnvy, and Portsmouth and Hampton road having 
both been pronounced unfit for that purpose, York- 
Town and Gloucester Points were considered as 
most likely to accord with the views of the royal 
Ofimmandera. Portsmouth was tiierefore evacuated, 
and ita garrison transferred to Yoik-Town. Lord 
Comwalua applied himself with industry to fortify 
his new posts, so as to render tiiem tenable by bis 
preeent ormy, amounting to seven thousand men» 
against any force (hat he supposed likely to be 
brought against them. 

Count de Grasse, with a French fleet of twenty- 
ei^t sail of the Hue from the West Indies, on the 
thirtieth of August entered the Chesapeak, and 
about tho same tiaae intelligence arrived, that the 
French and American armies which bad been btely 
stationed in tho more northern states, were ad- 
vancing towards Virginia. Count de Graaae, with- 
out loss of time, bloeled up Yoik-River with three 
largo ships and some frigates, and moored tiiciprin- 
cipia put of the 4eet in Lynhaven Bay. Tliree 
thousand two hundred French tioope; brought in 
this fleet from the West Indies, commanded by the 
marquis de St. Simon, were disembarked, and soon 
after formed a junction with the continental troops 
under the marquis de 1% Payette, and Jhe whole 
took post at WiUiamsbureh. An attacit on tiiis 
force was intended, but before all the arrangements 
subservient to its execution were fixed upon, letters 
of an eariy date In September were received by 
lord Comwallis from Sir Henry Clintnn,annonncicg 
that he would do his utni*«t to remforce tivo royal 
amy in the Chesapeak, nr make every diversion in 
Ids power, and tliat admiral Digby was hourly ex- 
pected on tiie coast. On tho reoMpt of this intelli- 
gence, earl 4:orawaIlia, not thinking himself justi- 
fied ill liasardmg an engafemont, abandoned tho 
resolution of attackmg the combined force of Payetto 
and St. Simon. 

Adaairal Graves, with twenty sail of tiie line, 
made an effort for the relief of lord Comwallis, but 
without efiecting his purpose. When he appeared 
00*1110 Capes of Vu^nia, M. de Orasse went out to 
meet him, and an indecisive engagement toi4L 
place <m the seventh of September. The British 
were willing to renew the action, but M. de Grasse 
foi good reasons declined it. His chief object in 
i onung out of the Capes wm to cover a French 
fleet of eight line of battle ships, which was eapcct- 
ed from Rhode Island, in conformity to a prvcon- 
ceitcd plaOf count de Barras, cornmander of tLia 
fleet, had sailed for the Chesapeak, about the time 
de Grasse sailed from the Wc4t Indlcvfnr the same 
place. To avoid tbe British fleet, he bad Ukcu a 
circuit by Bermuda. For fear that tho lUitisli n«-<;y 
inieht intercept liirn on his approach to the Capas 
of Virginia, de Grasse camo out to be at haxnl^lur 
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loeavrlnff near Uie mouth oi tho Cli«Mpeak. 
coHBt de Barru pfUMcd the /brmer in the night, 
and KOt within the Cape* of Virginia. Tlds gave 
the ¥^nch fleet a ^decided sapi;riori^. Admiral 
Craves soon took, his deoartare, and M. de GraMO 
re«entered the Chesapcak. All this tame, coulbrm- 
ably to the well -digested plan of the campaign, the 
French and the American forces were marching 
through the middle stales on their way to York- 
Town. To andentand in their proper connection, 
the great events shortly to be desorUMd, it is neces- 
sary to go back, and trace the remote causes which 
brought on this grand oombinabon of fleets and ar- 
' raies which put a period to the war. 

AIDS FROM FRANCE. 

Tub fan of Charlestown in May |7M, and the 
comi>leto rout of the American sonthem armr in 
August following, together with l3ie increasing inn- 
Idliiy ef the Americana to carry on the war, gave a 
serious alarm to tiie friends of indeftendenee. In 
this lew ebb of their afiairs, a patfaetio statement of 
their distresses was osade to their ally the king of 
France. To give greater efloacy to their selicitar 
tions, congress appointed lientanant-colonM John 
JLanrena their special minister, and directed him, 
after repairing to the court of Vexsoilles, to urge 
the necessity ot speedy and effectual sncoenr, and 
in particular to seUdt for a loan of money, and the 
co-operation of a French fleet, la attempting some 
kupertant enterprise against the common enemy. 
At this crisis his meet diristian mi^festy gave kis- 
American aUies a subsidy of six millions of Kvres, 
and became theif security for ten williffns mere, 
bonewed for their use in die United Nedieriands. 
A naval co-operation was promised* and a con- 
junct expedition agalnit dmir ooomon toe was pro- 
/ected. 

The American war was now so. far involTed in 
the consequences of naval operations, that a supe- 
rior Fronoi fleet seemed to be tibe only bxnge on 
which it was likely soon to take a favourable turn. 
The British army being parcelled in the diflhrent 
s«Mt-ports of the United States, any division of it 
blocked np by a French fleet, could not Inug resist 
the superior combined force which might be brought 
to operate against it. The marquis de Castries, 
who directed the marine of France, with great ini&. 
cision calculated the naval force which the firidsh 
could concentre on the coast of the United States, 
and disposed his own in sndi a manner as ensured 
him a superiority. In ccniininity to these prnsci* 
pies, and in subserviaac^ to the design of the cam- 

Saign, M. de Grasse saded in Mai^ 1781 from 
Irest, with twenty-five sail of the line, several 
thousand land Ibrees, aud a large convoy, amount- 
ing to more than two hundred ships. A small part 
of tins force was destined lor the East Indies, but 
M de Grasse with the greater part sailed for Mnrt 
tinique. The British fleet then in the West Indies 
had been previoosly weakened by the departure of 
a squadron lor the protection of the snips which 
Were employed in carrying to England the booty 
which had been taken at St. Euftatitts. The Bxi- 
tidh admirals Hood imd I>rake were detached to 
intercept the outward-bound French fleet rom- 
manded by M. de Grasse ; but a Junction between 
his force and eight ships of the line» and one of 
fifty guns, wbum were previously at Martinique 
and St. Domingo, were nevertheless eflected. av 
this combination of fVesh ships from Europe, with 
the French fleet previoth'ly in the West Indies, 
they had a decided superiority. M. de Grasse hav- 
ing finished his business in the West Indies, sailed 
in the beginning of August with a prodigious con 
voy. After seeing this out of danger, he directed 
his course for the Chesapeak, and arrived there, as 
has been related, on ne thirtoenth of the same 
month. Five days before bit arrival in the Chesa- 
peak, the Fkench fleet in Rhode Island sailed for 
the same place. Iliese fleets, notwithstanding their 
original dutanee from the scene of action, and from 
eaoi other, coincided in their operations in an ex- 
traordinary manner, far beyond the reach of mili- 
tary calculation. They aU tonded to one object and 
at one and the same t&ne, and that plyect was nei> 
tber known nor suspected by tiie weak and ill in- 
formed British ministry, till the proper season for 
eonnteractiou was elapsed. The plan i^ operations 
had been so virell digested, and was sofiut^Uly ex- 
•cutod by tho diflTevent commanders, that general 



British head-quarters in New-York, and were 

siderably advanced in their way to York-Town be- 
fore count de Grasse had reached the American 
coast. This was eflected in the following manner : 
Mens, de Barras, appointed to the command of the 
French squadron at Newport, on the sixth of May 
vyived at Boston with despatches for count de 
Rochambeau. An interview soon after took plaee 
at Weathersfield, between general Washington, 
JCnoz, and Du PortaQ, on the part of the Ameri- 
cans, and count de Roohambean, and the chevalier 
Chastelleux, on the part of the French. At this In- 
terview, an eventual plan of the whole campaign 
was fixed. This was to lay siege to New- York in 
concert with a French fleet, which was to arrive on 
the coast in the month of August. It was agreed 
Uiat the French troops should march towards the 
North River: the French troops marched ftam 
Rhode Island in June» and eariy in the following 
monthjoined the American army* About the time 
this j unction took place, general Washington maroh- 
ed his army from their winter encampment near 
Peek's KiU. to the vicinity of Kingsbridge. General * 
lincoln fell down the North River witii a detach- 
ment in boats, and took possession of the ground 
where Fort Independence formeriy stood. Anattai^ 
wss made upon him, but was seen diaoonlinned. The 
British about this time retired with afancst the whoin 
of their force to New-York Island. General Wash- 
ington hoped to be able to commence operationa 
against New-York, about the middle. Or at forthest, 
the latter end of July. 

That tardiness of the states, which at other times 
had bnwght them near the brink of ruin, was now 
the accidental cause of real service. Had they sent 
forward their recruits for the regular army, and 
their quotas of militia, as was exiwctod, the siege 
of New-York would have commenced in the latter 
end of July, or early in August. While the season 
was wasting away hi expectation of these reinfore^. 
moots, lord Comwallist as haa been mentioned, te- 
ed himself near the Capes of Virginia. His situation 
there, the arrival of a reinforcement of three thou- 
sand Germans Acom Europe at New- York, tiie sn- 
perior strength of that garrison, the firilure of the 
sutes. In filling up their battalions, and embodying 
their militia, and especially recent intelligence 
from count de Grasse, that hu destination was fixed 
•to the Chesapeak, concurred, about the middle ef 
August, to make a total change in the plan of the 
campaign. 

The sqppearance of an intention to attadt Kew- 
York was nevertheless kept np. While tUs decep- 
tion continued, the allied army on the twenty-fonxth 
of that month crossed the North River, and passed 
on the way of Philadelphia to York-Town. An at- 
tempt to reduce the British forces in Virginia,, pre- 
mised success with more expedition, and to secure 
anol^ect of nearly equal importance with the le- 
dnction of New- York. No one can undertake to 
say what would have been the consequence, if 
tho allied forces had persevered in their original 
plan ; but it Is evident from the event, that no euo- 
cess could have been greater, or more conducive to 
the estabUshment of ueir schemes, than what re- 
sulted from their operations in Virginia. 

While the attack of New-York was in serious 
contemplation, a letter from general Washington 
detoiling the particulars of the Intended operations 
of the campaign being intercepted,- it fell into the 
hands of Sir Henry Clinton. After the plan was 
changed, the royal commander was so much under 
the impression of the intelligence contained in the 
intercepted letter, that be buieved every movement 
towards Virginia to be a feint calculated to draw off 
bia attention from the defence of New- York. Under 
the influence of this opinion he bent his whole force 
to strengthen that post, and suffered the French 
and American armies to pass him without any mo- 
lestation. When the best opportunity of stnking 
at them was elapsed, then for tfie first time he was 
brought to believe that the aDies had fixed on Vir. 
ginia for the theatre of their comhined operations. 
As truth may be made to answer the purposes 
of deception, so no feint of attacking New- x ork 
could have been more successful than the real in- 
tention. 

In the latter end of August, the American army 
began their march to Virginia, from the neighbour- 
liood of New- York. General Wasliington had ad- 
vanced as far as Chesty, before he received the 
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Aow> of tiM mniwtl of tlM Aeoc oonunanded by Mon- 
■ieiir de GrtMe* The Freocih troopa msrehed at 
the HUDM dme, and for the Mune place. General 
Washinffton and coont Bochambeau readied Wil- 
ttuutborg h on tbe foorteenth of September.* They 
with generab ChastelleuXp Da Portaal, and Knox, 
proceeded to viait coont de Graine on board his 
ahip the Ville de Paris, and agreed on a pBuL of 
operations. 

The count afterwards wrote to Wariilngton, that 
in case a British fleet appeared, *' he con<&Ted that 
he ought to go oat and meet them at sea, instead of 
risking an engagement in a confined situation." 
This alarmed the geaeral< He sent the marqois de 
la Fisyette with a letter to dissuade him from thu 
dangerous measure. This letter and the persuasions 
of the marquis had the desired elTect. 

The combined forces proceeded on their way Co 
York-Town, partly by land, and pardy down tko 
Cheaapeak. The whole, together with a body of 
Virginia militia, under the command of general 
Nelson, amounting in tiie aggregate to twelve thou- 
. sand pen, rendexroused at Wiiliamsburgh on the 
twenty-fifch of September, and in fire days after, 
moTod down to the inrestitare of York-Town. The 
French fleet at Ae same time moved to the mouth 
•f York river, and took a position which was cal- 
calated to prevent lord ComwaUis either from re- 
treating or receiving succour by water. Previously 
to the march from WilUamsburgh to York-Town, 
Wa»hington gave oat in general orders as foUows : 
*' If the enemy should be tempted to meet the army 
on its march, the general piurtlcnlarly enjoins the 
troops to place dieir principal reliance on the bay- 
onet, that they may prove the vanity of the boNBst, 
which the British make of their peculiar prowess 
in deciding battles with that weapon." 

The combined army baited in the erening. aboat 
two miles from YoikpTown, and lay on then* arms 
all night. About this time lord ComwaUis received 
a letter from Sir Henrv Clinton, announcing the 
arrival of admiral Bigby with three ships of the 
line fr<Kn Europe, and the determinatioo of the 

Seneral and fiskg ofBcers in New<York to embark 
ve thousand men in a fleet, which would probably 
sail on the fifth of October ; that this fleet consisted 
of twenty-three sail of the Une, and that Jirfnt exer- 
tions of the navy and army would be made for his 
relief. Oo the night alter the receipt of this intel- 
ligence, lord Gornwallis quitted his outward posi- 
tion, and retired to one more inward. 

CAPTVRB OF LORD CORNWALUS. 

Tm I works erected for the security of York-Town 
on tiie right, were redoubts and batMries, with a 
Une of stockade in the rear. A marshy ravine lay 
in front of the right, over which was placed a large 
redoubt. The morass extended along the centre, 
which was defended by a line of stocude, and by 
butteries : on the left of the centre was a horn- 
work with a ditch, a row of fraixe and an abbatis. 
Two redonbts weru advanced before the left. The 
oombiued forces advanced and took possession of 
the ground from which the British had retired. 
About this time the legion cavalry and mounted 
iofuntry passed over the river to Gloucester ; gene- 
ral de Choisy invested the British post on that side 
so fully, as to cut off all communication between 
it and the country. In the mean time the royal 

.1 army was straining every nerve to strengthen their 

. works, and their miillery was constantly employed 
in impeding the operations of the combmed army. 
On the ninth and tenth of October, the French and 
Americans opened their batteries ; they kept up a 
brisk and weU directed fire from heary cannon, 
from mortars, and howitxers. The shells of the 
besiegers reached the ships in the harbour, and the 

^ Charon of forty-four guns and a transpiort ship 
were burned. On the tenth a messenger arrived 
with a despatth from Sir Henry Clinton to lord 
Comwallis, dated on the thirtieth of Scrptember, 
which stated various circumstances tending to 

- lessen the probability of relief beinc obtained, by a 
direct movement from New-York. Lord Comwallis 
wasat this juncture adfised to evacuate York-Town, 
and after passing over to Gloucester, to force his 
way into the country. Whedier this movement 
would have boen successful, no one can with cer- 
tainty pronounce ; but it could not have produced 
any consequences more injurious to the royal in- 
terest than those wliich remilted from declining the 
attempt. On the other hand, had this movement 



been made, and dm royal anny been drfeaf d 
captured in the interior ooontrv. and In the naa _ 
time had Sir Henry Clinton, with the promised r^ 
lief, roached York-Town, the precipitancy of lh« 
noble lord would have been perhaps more the eab- 
jecl of censure, than his resolution of standing faia 
ground and resisting to the last extremity. Om 
Uie eleventh of October the besiegers commeneed 
their second parallel two hundred yards from tfaa 
works of the besieged. Two redoubts which were 
advanced on the left of the British, greatly imped- 
ed the progress of the combined armies ; it wim 
therefore proposed to carry them by storm. To 
excite a spine of enralation, the reduction of the 
one was committed to the French, of the other to 
the Americans, and both marched, to the assanlt 
with unloaded arms. The Americans having pass- 
ed the abbatis and ^isadea, they attacked «m 
all sides, and earned the redoubt in a few 
minuteo. 

The French were equally succeaafal on their 
part. They carried the redoubt assigned to them 
widi rapidity, but lost a considerable number of 
men. These two redoubts were Incloded in the se- 
cond parallel, and liM:ilitated the sabsequent opera- 
tions of the beslc^rs. The British oouU not witji 
proprie^ risk repeated sallies. One was prqieeie4 
at this time, October sixteenth, consisting of four 
hundred men, oonunanded by lieutenant colonel 
Abercrombie. He proceeded so far as to force two 
redonbts, and to spike eleven pieces of cannon. 
Though the ofllcers and soldien displayed great 
bravery in this enterprise, yet their auceeas pro- 
doced no essential odranmge. The runnftn were 
soon onspiked and rendered fit for service. 

By this time the batteries of the beaiegera were 
cov er ed with neariy a hundred piecea of heavy 
ordnanoe, and the worka of the beaieged were ao 
damaged, that they could acarcely show a aingla 

Rn. Lord ComwaUis had now no hope left bat 
jm oflTering terms of capirulatJoa or attempting an 
escape. He determined on the latter. This, ttiongh 
less practicable than when first purposed, was not 
altogether hopeleaa. Boats were -prepared to re- 
ceive the troopa in tiie night, and to transport them 
to Glouoeater Point. Altar one whole enmarkation 
had eroaaed, a violent atorm of wind and rain dis- 
persed the boats employed on this bcuineas, and 
trustrated the whole acaeme. The royal army, 
thus weakened by division, was exposed to increas- 
ed danger. 

Orders were sent to those who had paaaed, to rs- 
cross the river to YeifcrTowa. With the fiulnre of 
this scheme the last hope of the British army ex- 
pired. Longer resistance coaU answer no good 
purpooe, and might occasion the looa of many vain- 
aUe Uvea. Lord Comwallis therefore wrote a let- 
ter to general Waahington, reqneating a ceaaatioa 
of anna for twenty-four boon, and that commia- 
aionera might be appointed to dlgeat terma of capi- 
tulation. It la remarkable while Ueutenant-ooloxu^ 
Laurena, the oflkcer employed by general Waahing- 
ton, on this occasion, was drawing up these artides, 
that his father was doaely confhied In the Tower of 
London, of whUA lord ComwaUia was constable. 
By this singular combination of cireamatancea, 
hia lordahip became a prisoneir to the aon of hia 
own priaoner. 

On the nineteenth of October the poats of Yorik 
and Glonoeater were surrendered by a capitnlathma 
the principal articlea of which were as followis: 
The troops to be prisoners of war to congreaa, and 
the naval force to Pra *.'e. The officers to retain 
their side-arms and private property of every kind; 
but all nroperty, obviously belimging to the inhabit 
tanto of the United Statos, to be snUect to be re* 
claimed. The soldiers to be kept in Virginia, Mary- 
land, and Pennsylvania, and to be svp^Ued with 
the same raiioiks as were allowed to soldiecs in tha 
lervice of congress. A pn^rtion of the officers to 
maroh into the country with the prisoners; the 
rest to be allowed to proceed oo parole to Earope, 
to New- York, or to any other American mnritama 
post in possession of the Bridsh. The honour 
of marching ont with coloara flying, which had 
been refused to general Lincoln on his giving up 
Chariestown, was now refiisod to lord Comvrallia ; 
and general Lincoln was appointed to receive ttm 
subinissimi of the royal anny at York-Town, pre- 
cisely in the same way his own had been condnetvd 
about eighteen months before. Lord CorewaUia 
endeavoured to obtain permisaioa for the Br&dah 
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ttid Oennan troops to rotom to tl|ur reapeclive 
countriet, under no other reatriotions than an en- 
ffagemedt not to cerre against iSrance or America. 
Re alao tried to obtain an indemnity for those of 
the inhahitanta wHo had joined him ; bat he was 
obliged to recede from the former, and also to con- 
sent that tlae loyalists in hii camp should be giren 
up to the ancondidonal mercy of their countrymen. 
His lordnhip nevertheless obtained permission for 
the Bonetta sloop of war to pass unexamined to 
New- York, lliis gave an opportunity of screen- 
ing such of them as were most obnoxious to the 
Americans. 

The regular troops of France and America, em- 
ployed in this siege, consisted of about seven thou- 
tand of the former, and five thousand five hundred 
ef the latter ; and they were assisted by about fdur 
thousand militia. On the part of the combined 
armv about three hundred were killed or wounded : 
en the part of the British about five hundred, and 
seventy were taken in the redoubts, which were 
carried by assault od the fourteenth of October. 
The troops of every kind that surrendered prison- 
ers of war exceeded seven thousand men ; but so 
Seat was the number of sick and wounded, that 
ere were only three thousand capable of bMtring 
arms. 

A British 'fleet and an army of seven Uiousand 
men, destined for the relief ui lord Ccmwallis, ar- 
rived ofl' the Chesapeak on the twenty-fourth of 
October ; but on receiving advice of his lordship's 
surrender, they returned to Sandy Uookr and New 
York. Such was the fate^ of that general, from 
whose galUntry and previous successes the speedy 
conquest of the sootham states had been so confi- 
deotlv expected. No event 'during the war pro- 
misea fairer for oversetting the independence of at 
least a part of the confederacy, than his complete 
victory at Camden ; but by the consequences of 
that action, his lordship became the occasion of ren- 
dering that a revolution, which from his previous 
success was in danger of terminating as a rebel- 
lion. The loss of Us army may be considered as 
the closing scene of the continental war in NorA 
America. 

SXPEDinON OF COMMODORE lOHNSTONE 
--OPERATIONS IN THE WEST INDIES. 

In the beginning of the campaign a squadron of 
ships, under the command of commodore John- 
stone, was sent against the Cape of Good Hope ; 
tile court of France however not being unappnsed 
of its destination, despatched a fleet of superior 
force from Brest, under the command of M. de Suf- 
freiuj to counteract the design of the British com- 
modore. The French overtook the English squa- 
dron at the Cape de Yerd Islands, on the sixteenth 
of April, and though the latter was at anchor in a 
neutral port (Port Praya, in the island of St. Jaeo)* 
and consequently under the protection of the ror- 
tagueae flag, proceeded to attack it. The British 
squadron was thrown into some confusion on the 
first attack, and the conduct of the commodore has 
not escaped censure on this occasion. The native 
valour of the British seamen, however, soon dis- 
played itself, and the outward-bound India ships 
which came under convoy of the commodore, tax- 
ing an active part in the engagement, die French 
were beaten oflf, but not without the loss of seventy- 
seven killed and wounded on the part of the Eng- 
lish. The ofatject of the expedition was by this ren- 
counter completely defeated. 

As before mentioned, a fleet of twenty sail of the 
line, and a fifty-four gun ship, had sailed from Brest, 
under the command of M. de Grasse ; and as the 
French had already eight sail of the line and a 
fifty gun ship at Martinique and St. Domingo, 
it was genenJly supposed tney would have a de- 
cided superiority in the West Indies. The British 
fleet was weakened by the admiral's sending a 
squadron under the command of commodore Ho- 
thsdn, with the convoy which conveyed the Eusta- 
tia treasure to England, which reduced his fleet to 
twenty-one sail of the hue. As it was therefore of 
the utmost importance to intercept the squadron of 
de Grasse, admiral Rodney detached the admirals 
Hood and Drake, with seventeen sail for that pur- 
pose, while he remained himself at St. Eostatia, 
with a few ships for its protection. 

On the twenty-ninth of April the French fleet 
appeared in sight of the British adminl Rood as 
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he lay in the channel of Bt. Locta. Vie French 
convoy got safe into the harbour of Fort Royal in 
Martinique, and four ahipa ef the line, and a fifty 
|fUn ahip out of the same harbour, were enabled to 
^oin the French fleet* The enemy, notwithstand- 
ing this superiority, appeared desirous of avoid- 
ing a general engagement, and after many inefiTec- 
tual endeavours on the part of the English to ga^ 
the wind, so as to force the French admiral to a 
decisive action, both fleets oeased firing, and much 
daitaied the victory. To the French indeed it was 
almost iproductive of equal consequences; for 
though tney lost the greatest number of men in tho 
action, five of the English ships were so disaUed as 
to be rendered unfit for immediate service. Thus 
Hm superiority of the enemy in those seas was de- 
cided and irresistible. M. de Grasse, on the fbl* 
lowing day, was desirous of bringing the contest to 
that conelusive point which before he had evaded ; 
but Sir Samuel Hood disappointed fafan by his mas- 
terly movements, by whicn the English fleet ar- 
rived safe at Antigua after being pursued by .^o 
French. 

On the twenty-sixth of May, admiral Rodney re- 
ceived intelligence from governor Ferguson that 
the French fleet had appeared off the island of To- 
bago on the twenty-third; upon which admiral 
Drake was despatched with six sail of the line and 
some land forces to its relief. Upon reaching tho 
island on tho morning of the thirtieth, admiral 
Drake discovered the enemy's fleet, of twenty sai!, 
between him and the land ; he was therefore 
obliged to retreat. When admirtf Rodney on tho' 
fourth of June arrived oflT the island, with twenty 
sail of die line, he found it in possession of the ene- 
my ; the next day he saw the French fleet of 
twenty-four sail of the line, with which he did not 
think it prudent to engage on acoount of their su- 
periority ; he therefore returned to Barbadoes. 

It may be necessary to remark in this place the 
iQ fate which attended the booty seised by the 
plunderers of St. Eustatia. The homewardrbound 
convoy, which conveyed a great port of the pro- 
perty, was almost entirely captured by the Froich 
m the Channel, on the second of May ; and the is- 
land itself was taken on the twenty-sixth of No- 
vember following, by four ships of the line, and a 
handful of men, under tho command of the mar- 
quis do BuuiUc, and the whole English garrison 
made pristmers of war. The island of St. Martia 
submitted at the same time to the French arms. 

SUjCCESSES IN INDIA— HYDER ALLY 
DEFEATED. 

Whsn we turn our attention to wards, the East 
Indies we find the British forces more successful 
than in the West. After the defeat of colonel Bail- 
lie, the whole Camatic was evacuated by the Bri- 
tish, and Madras itself might be considered as in a 
state of blockade. The arrival of the indefatigable 
Sir Eyre Coote, in the latter end of 1730, and the 
vigorous measures which he pimiucd, efiected a 
sudden, and unexpected change, and relieved, al- 
most at a single blow, the Camatic fjrom the ravages 
of a dangerous and remorseless enemy. In two 
days after his arrival he took his seat at the coun- 
cil-board, and produced orders ftrom the supreme 
government of Bengal, for the suspension of Mr. 
Whitehill, the president, whose intemperate con- 
duct had been a chief cause of alienating the aflbo- 
tions of the Nixam. 

Upon the arrival of Sir Eyre Coote the troope 
were in a wretched state of despondency ; the se- 
poys deserting, the inhabitants treacherous, and 
all the resources cut off. The general, therefore, 
ordered despatches at the same time to Sir Ed- 
ward Hughes and to general Goddard, to urge 
them to be active in dutressing tiie possessions of 
Hyder on the Malabar coast, and to promote aa 
much as possible a peace with the Mahrattas. 

In the beginning of the year 1781, Hyder's fbroe 
within the boundaries of the Carnatic alone was 
estimated at above one hundred thousand men, 
while that of Sir Byre Coote did not exceed seven 
thousand. 

The two armies encountered near Porto Novo on 
the first of July. At seven in the morning the 
British troops proceeded from that place, and alter 
an hour's marcn oame in sight of the enemy strong- 
ly posted. Hyder^s artillery was well served l^ 
£uropeanS| or tiliofe 4sstrtticted by them, and did 
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ooDildenbto cdKAcailon. In thli critical •Itiiation, 
•bold morement wm necaMarr ; and the Brid«h 
Cen%ral determtaied to turn tho ncht of the enemy. 
Fortunately tilie ooontrv aecorded with his wishes, 
and by dds morament ne was enabled to take the 
enemy oblianely, tod avoid tbe fall front and fire 
of their Wons and batteries. In this manner tiie 
first line only decided die fortune of tba day. Tlioiiyb 
Hyder, with great dexterity and vromptness, form- 
ed a new front to reeeire the British general, and 
detached a large body ofinfimtry to prerent^the 
second lino from obtaining poslesBion of ribme high 
grounds, yet at leng^ European order and disci> 
pline was Tictorioos orer the undisciplined rabble 
of an eastern camp. Hyder was obliged to retreaL 
after learing fliree thousand of Us best troops dead 
on the ileld of battle. 

In tlie oonrse of the following month the British 
Mined a ieeond Tietorv otot Hyder, after' fighting 
from nine in the mommg till san-set, within aboat 
sixteen miles of the city of Trepastore. 

In the mean time tbe diipping of Hyder Ally 
was destroyed by Sir Edward Haghes, in his own 
ports of CalUcat and Mangalore. The Datch also 
ntaDv experienced the raloar and enterprise of 
the British forces in tliat quarter of the i^obe. 

Some gentlemen of the (Uctory at Port Matlbo- 
roo^, in the month of Angnst, undertook an expe- 
dition against Sumatra ; and all the Dutch settle- 
ments on the western coast of that island were re- 
duced widiont an^ loss. The town and fuiti e ss of 
Negaptttam, in me Tai^ore country (one of the 
niost ralnalue of Ae Dutch settlements on the con- 
tinent of India), surrendered by capitulatiofi to the 
English on the twelfth of Norember, after a siege 
of twenty-two days. 

BNOAOEMENT WITH THE DUTCH. 

Tbb faiactirity of the Dutch has been attributed 
tb the treachery of certain persons, employed In 
high oflicee of trait tmder the Stttea General, 
secretly In league with the court of London. 

To harass ttie trade of Holland, and to proteet 
that of England, a squadron was fitted out at Ports- 
month, In the monm of June, and tbe command 
g|¥en to admiral Sir Hyde Parker. The Dutch 
eeemed, at an Instant, to awake from tiieir torpid 
<inactiTity ; and by the middle of July, a oonaidera- 
Ue fleet was fitted out in the Totel, under the 
eoumand of admiral Zoutman, who sailed about 
that period, with a consJdenlble oouToy under IdB 
protection. The British admiral was then on his 
vetum with tiie couToy tnm EUneur. Ihe hostile 
fleets met and fought on the moming of the fifth of 
August off the Dogger Bank. The fSorce of the 
Dutch was seren ships of the Una. and ten frigates; 
•nd the British squadron consuied only of six 
•hipi of the lioo, and five frigates, but was superior 
In weiAt of metal to the Dutch fleet : the firing 
on bom sides was reftrained tffl the ships came 
within half musket shot of each other ; and the ac- 
tion continued with an unceasing fire for three 
hours and fortv ndnotes, till the Tossels on boOi 
iides were so shattered that they became unman- 
ageable and unable to fi»nn a Una to renew the 
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I combat. Fbr-a eonsUerdile time boni aquadiUBM 
' lay to in this condition ; at length the Butdi, wMi 
ttieir conroy, bon away fisr the Texel : and admi- 
rtf Parker was in no cooditlon to ftnlow tihem. 
The English lost one hundred and four men killed^ 
and three hundred and thirty^iine wounded ; the 
loii of tiie enemy must ha^e been more considera- 
ble. It was attributed to th^ neglect of the ad- 
miralty fliat the adrantages on the part of tha 
EtajsHan were not graater. 

It was owinc to die reunssneas of the same de> 
partment, that tiM Prench fleet firom Brest, under 
the count do Guicfaen. was permitted to fbrm a 
, Junction wi^ ihe Spanish fleet firom Cadis, in the 
latter end of July. The combined fleets oonristed 
&t forty-nine ships of tfie Hne, and carried witih 
them ten dumsand land Ibrces mr the reductiaii of 
Minorca. After landing the troops upon that 
toiand, the combined fleets returned with the ar- 
rogant intention of annfliilating, fi»r ermr, the naral 
force of Ibi gland. The hostile fleets appeared in 
the British channel before the minlstnr had any 
Infbrmation of their morements ; and it was ow- 
ing to the accidental meeting of a neutral Teesel 
that admiral Darby had time to escape ^to Torhay 
with the British ieeC Tbe count do Gulciieu was 
for an immediate attack upon the British ahlpe aa 
they lay : a contrary opinion was supported by M* 
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, an olBcer of great reputation, who pointad 
out tiie danger there would be in attacking admi- 
ral Darby, m his present situation, as they could 
not bear down upon him in a line of battle abreast, 
but must go down upon t«e enemy singly. The 
Spanish a&iiral, and me major part of the oflleera 
of die fleet, eoineided with H. Houssel in opinion ; 
besides, tlie leaky condition of the ihips, and the 
mortaHtv which prerailed anions the seamen, were 
further mducements to refrain from an immediate 
attaek. 

The combined fleets, after waiting In rain fbr 
aome time to intsreept our homewardbound ihipe, 
were obliged, from the hard wbatlier, which set Ih. 
about September, to return to port as soon aapoe- 
sible. M. Ouichen took shelter in Brest ; but 
though the Spanish 
condition to reaoh its 
of diat friTolous court 
Piraach harbour. 

In the berinnhiK of December M. de Guichea 
■aOed again from Brest with nineteen ships of the 
line, and a conrideraUe conroy of merchant^hlpa. 
Admiral Kampenfelt was despatched to intercept 
them with no mora than twelTO sail of the Hne. 
On the twelfth die British admiral encountered 
the enemy in a hard gale of whid, iriien both fleet 
and conroy wero cmisiderBbly disp er s e d. Wldk 
much professional skill he cut off twenty of the 
convoy, and afterwards drew up in a line of battle 
to fibce the enemy, when, for the first time, he wae 
apprised of his great inferiorit v, and was obliged to 
retreat. The gross neglect of die admiralty excited 
die discontent of die public when diey saw ee 
fifcTonrable an opportunity lost of regamhic "^^ 
honour bf the British ilag. 



aouadron was ocaroel^ In a 

I destined port, die etmpMtte 
rt finhade its entrance into A 
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CHAPTJSR XVIII. 



vMk AmgHca^PetUkuu Mobut tke War^MisemtdMCt ^ AdmiraUg—Gtmerol Comumf* MtUtm 
mgmiiui tks War-^JHuoiMHlm t/* tkt MimMn—Ntm Mibdttir^Poputmr uuuswru-^mhrM of h%. 
loHd^JU/orm bills— MiHorcm twktm Fremek FUet to tke West IndUs defeated bg BoXtm MMIn^ 
twus of West India Flo€t^Bmkwmu9 Uttm bw tU Mpamkard^^JO^fuBl tf SpoHi^rds ^TCikrmlimr^ 

Nfw Adminitirdtion. 



DBCLINB OF LORD NORTH'S INFLUBNCB 
-.KINO'S SPBBCH TO PARLIAMENT. 



NOTWirHSTANDIKO 
tbemotiwm that they had seoarad anbh a ma- 
jority at the general electioii aa to render their 
power permanent and Irreaiitihie, yet it loea ap- 
peared that they were mlataken in Oie opinion, 
and that of the new nemben the m^ority were 
eecr e t i y dto p oied to Ikvour tfie ^Hdg pvty. F^om. 
the moment of the captore of lord ComwaDit all 
diseembif men tormaw the downlU of lord North's 
I, and the waToring and renal pha- 
in the lenate had already begun to make 
to the leadera of opposition. In the 
midat of the dlasatiilSaDtion and general ffl-hamonr 
created by the repeated diagraeea whSdi had at- 
tended the Britiah aima in America, the parliament 
aaiiemhttd en the twenty-Mfrwith of rforember 
17S1. Jn die speech flnom the throne Ins majesty 
'<that tiw war waa gsn unhappily pro- 

meeniy the erenti of 
It had been rery oalbrtnnate to his army in Vir- 
ginia, having ended in tiie totd Iom of hia Ibrces in 



longed, and tiiat to Uf great 



Bat he could not oonsent to sacri- 
Aoe, either to Us own derira of i>oace or to tfie 
temporary ease and relief of his sol^ects, tiiose 
essential rights and permanent interests upon 
wliich the strong and security of this country 
must erer prinapally depend." His majesty de- 
clared, *' tiiat he retaLsed a firm conftdence In the 
pvotectioa of Divine Proridenee, and a perfect 
conviction of die Justice of Us cause ;" aad he 
oondttded by calling *'#ar dm concurrence and 
aapport of parliament, and a Tigorons, animatod, 
and united exertion of the foculnes and resources 
of his people." 

A motion far an address of thanks, in dm 
•tyle, was made in the house of commons. 



MOnON AGAINST AMERICAN WAR. 

Ngr discouraged by repeated defeats, die nd- 
Bori^ on dm twelMi of December renewed their 
oppooition to the American war under die form of 
a MpmiAe modon ; two of the leading men among 
the tamdad intersst^ Sir James Lowtiier and Powp, 
were appointed to introduce the omtion. In die 
beginnmg of the debate, lord Nordi rose to make a 
declaration, dial it was no longer in die contem- 
plation of foverament to pr o s ecut e the war in- 
ternally in America, but diat dm whole form and 
conduct of it was to undergo a total change. The 
motion of opposition howerer went no fiurmer than 
to declare, taat the war has hitherto been Inef- 
fectual to the purposes for which it was under- 
taken, and dut all further attempts to reduce the 
Americans by linrce, would be iiOurious'to die in- 
teresta of the country. 

In the course of the deifahte general Burgoyne 
acknowledged "that he was now convino^ the 
principle of the Ameiiean war was wrong, diough 
ne had not been of that opinion when he engaged 
in the service. Passion, and pr^ndloe, and later- 
eat, were now no more, and reason aad obaerratien 



had led hfan to a Tery diflbrunt ooMlutlDii : aad he 
new saw that the American war was only one part 
of a system lereUed against the constltndon of this 
country, and the general rigbti of mankind." 

Ae minister i^ted Tmuiua arguments against 
ttte motion, such as die impolicy of pointing out to 
the enemy what was to be the foture system of 
die war. On the Tote of lU» day the minister es- 
a defection ofabont twenty of those 
who usually divided with hfan, as Sir 
Lowther's motion was rf{|ected by only a 
nmlority of forty-one, or two hundred and twenty 
against one hundred and serenty-nine. 

1^ late hour to which the debate on the twelfth 
had been protracted, made it necessary to defer 
proceeding on the bnsinees of the army estimates 
tin the felTowing Friday, fDurteenlh of December, 
when the subject of the American war underwent* 
fer the fourth lime since the beginning of dm ses- 
sion, a long and vehement discussion. The secna- 
tary at war informed ttm bouse, that the whole 
force of the army, Indnding die militia of the Ung- 
dom. required for the serrioe of the year ITfS^ 

uld amount to one hundred and ninety-ftre 
sen. One hundred thousand seamen 
and mariners had been already voted by the house. 
It was however stated by lord George Germaine, 
" that the ministry were of opinion, considering 
dm present situation of aSUrs, and the misfortunes 
of dm war, that it would not be rig^t to continue 
any longer the plan on which it had hitherto been 
condnetad ; and that a tnoh army would not be 
sent to supply the place of that captured at York(> 
Town. It was intended onhr to preserve soch 
posts in America as might fedfitate and cooperate 
widi the enterprises of our fleets." 

Oenecal Conway declared himself "anxious for a 
racallofour fleets aad armiesfeom America. Of two 
evils he would choose the least, and submit to tike 
independence of America, rather than persist In the 
p r ose cu tion of so pernicious and ruinous a war. As to 
the idea now suggested of a war of poets, what gairi- 
sons, he asked, would be aUe to maintain them, when 
it was well known that even Sir Henry Clinten, at 
New- York, did not consider Uamelf as secure 1" 

Pox r em a rk e d, * that four yearn ago. after the 
disaster of Saratoga, the noble lord at the head of 
aAin had amused the house widi the same Isn- 
gnage as at present. Then the plan of ftitnre hos- 
tilities was to be diibiendy modlAod, and the war 
condacted on a smaller and more contracted scale. 
On this contracted scale, however, we had lost an* 
other giimt army, besides suflbring other grievous 
defeats, and farretrievafaie calamities." 

Pitt reprobated with die ulmoit force of language, 
* as a spiedes of obstinacy bordering upon madneas, 
the Idea of any ftuther prosecution of dm American 
war, with our fleets opposed by a superior force, 
and our armies in captivity. He appealed to the 
whole house, whether every description of men did 
not detest and execrate die Ameriom war, and whe- 
ther it were uncharitable to implore the Almighty 
to shower down his vengeance on the men who 
were the authon of their country^ ruin t" 
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PETITIONS AGAINST Ae WAIU-MISCON- 
DUCT OF ADMIRALTY. 

Trk approbation of the people to fbe canse of 
the minority now appeared in aeTeral petitions and 
remonstrances wlucn were presented against the 
war. The city of London, on this occasion, led the 
way in a rery strong remonstrance, in which they 
tell his majesty, " Your annies have been captared ; 
your dominions have been lost ; and yova mi^esty's 
faithful snloects hare been loaded with a burden of 
taxes, which, even if our rictories had been as 
splendid, as onr defeats hare been disipracefal ; if 
our accession of dominion had been as iortnnate as 
the dismemberment of the empire has been cruel 
and disastrous, could not itseir be considered, but 
as t great and grierpiia calamity." Several other 
remonstrances and aadresses were brought in from 
other places; and the speedy dissolution of the 
ainistn^ appeared evident. 

1789. An mauiry into the conduct of the first lord 
of the admiralty was the first business of parlia- 
ment after the recess. The accusation was opened 
on the twen^-third of January 1782, with great ad- 
dress and ability, by Mr. Fox. 

In support of the motion it was arced that onr 
naval armaments had been always too Tate to be at- 
tended with any success; and that the earl of 
SandMch had uniformly neglected to send fleets, 
at the opening of the several campai^s, to prevent 
the junction of the French and Spanish s^adrons ; 
nor had he, at the conclusion of those campaigns, 
made any attempts to attack, cr to annoy their se- 
|>arate force. Ine confederate fleets, amounting to 
sixty sail of the line, nsder count d'OrviUien, had 
appeared in the channel, with every mark of tri- 
umph, for two campaigns, not only unresisted but 
even shunned by our naval armaments. The chev- 
alier de Temay bad also been suffered to proceed 
unmolested with his ships to America, when he 
transported thither those French troops which af- 
terwards served under general Washington, and 
assisted in the capture of Lord Comwallis and his 
army. Captain Montray, and the large fleet of 
East and West Indiamen under his convoy, had 
been betrayed into the bands of the eocmy, by be- 
ing directed to repair to Madeira; whereby thev 
were of necessity obliged to proceed in that track 
which could not fail to conduct them to the naval 
armaments of the enemy. Indeed, the first lord of 
the admiralty had acted uniformly as the ally and 
■crvant of the house of Bourbon ; and so had the 
rest of bis mdesty's ministers ; without whose aid, 
the wisdom of a Franklin, the valour and the pru- 
dence of a Maurepas, the vigilancft of a Sartioe, 
the craft of a de Caistres, the policy of America, 
and all the vigour and resources oi Prance and 
Spain, though doubly formidable from tlleir confed- 
eracy with Holland, could never have attained the 
eiwer of overwhelming our once invincible domin- 
ns with so much disgrace and ctUamity. 

The culprit was defended by captain John Lattrel, 
lord Mulgrave, and lord North. After some alter- 
cition, however, it was agreed, that the inquiry 
should be referred to a committee of the whole 
house, on the following Thursday; and this was 
followed by resolutions for certain papers, which 
were necessary to substantiate the criminal char|fes. 
The committee of inquiry having been, from various 
causes, delayed to the seventh of February, Fox on 
that day rose to move a resolution of censure, 
fotuded on facts contained in tho papers which 
were laid in evidence before tho house. Though 
no charges ootild be better founded, or more satis- 
factorily proved, than those against the first loi'd 
of the admiralty, the vote of censure was negfi- 
tived in a very roll house by a mtgorily of twenty- 
two. 

LORD GEORGE GERMAINE MADE A PEER. 

Thk creatiog of lord George Germaine a peer, 
and cousequcntly calling him to that house which 
lord Chesterfield has emphatically termed, '* The 
hospital of tncnrables," was the nrst happy omen 
for the country of the mouldering state of the min- 
istry ; but before he assumed bis new title of lord 
viscount Sackville, he resigned his office of Ameri- 
can secretary. A motion was made by the marquis of 
Candarthen (afterwards duke of Leeds), intimatiug, 
" that it was derogatory to the honour of the house, 
that any person, labouring under tho heavy censure 



of a court martial, ahould be reeommeBded by tbm 
crown as a proper person to sit in that house." 

The motion was ev aded by the question of md^awetk- 
ment ; but lord George Germaine having actually 
taken his seat in the house under the title of loia 
viscount Sackville, the marquis of Carmarthen i«- 
newed hiB atbick, and urged, ** that Ute houae of 
peers being a court of honour, it behoved them to 
preserve that honour nncontaminated, and to mai^ 
in t^ most forcible manner their disapprobation of 
the mtroduction of a person into that assembly who 
was Ktigmatiaed in the orderly books of every regi- 
ment in the service.** 

Lord Abingdon, who seconded the motion, styled 
tiie admission of lord George Germaine to a peer* 
age " an insnflferahle indignity to that house, and 
an outrageous insult to the public. — What (said hie 
lordship) has that person done to merit honours su- 
perior to his fellow-citixens f His only cUim to pro- 
motion was, that hu had undone his country by eat- 
ecuting the plan of that accursed invisible, though 
efficient cabinet, from whom as he received his or* 
ders, so he had obtained his reward." 

Lord Sackville, in his own vindication, denied 
the justice of the sentence passed upon him, and 
aflfarmed " that he considered his restoratiou to ttie 
council-board, at a very early period of the present 
reign, as amounting to a virtual repeal of &at Igj- 
quitous verdicL" 

The duke of Richmond stronglT defended Ae 
motion, and said " that he himself was present at 
the banle of Minden, and was summoned on die 
trial of Lord George Germaine ; and bad his depo- 
sition been called for, he could have proved that 
the time lost when ^e noUe viscount delayed to 
advance, under pretence of receiving oontra£ctory 
orders, was not less than one hour and a half; that 
the cavalry were a mile and a quarter only freat 
the scene of action ; and it was certainly in his lord- 
ship's power, therefore, to have rendered the vi& 
tory, important as it was, &r more brilliant and 
decisive ; and he had little reason to complain of 
the s^erity of the sentence passed upon him." 

Lord Southampton also, who, as aid<de-camp to 
prince Ferdinand on that memoraUe day, delivered 
the message of his serene highness to his lordship, 
vindicated the equity of the sentence. 

On the division, nevertheless, it was rejected by a 
majority of ninety three to twenty eight voicee: 
but to the inexpressible chagrin of lord SackviUe, a 
protest was entered on the journals of the house, 
declaring his promotion to bo " an insult on the 
memory of the late sovereign, and h^hiy doroga. 
tory to the dignity of that house." 

GENERAL CONWAY'S MOTION AGAINST 
THE WAR-DEFEAT OF MINISTRY. 

Tbx appointment of Welbore Ellis to the ofllce 
of secretary to the American department, in the 
room of Ix>rd Sackville, and Sir Guy Carleton to 
that of commander in chief in North America, oc- 
casioned an alarm among those who were persuad- 
ed, that there still existed a secret and obstinate 
attachment in tho court to the prosecution of the 
war against the Americans. Another attempt, 
therefore, was made In the commons, on the twen- 
ty-second of February, tu bind the hands of the ex- 
ecutive power, by the strong and explicit declara- 
tion of parliament. To this purpose general Con- 
way made a motion, *' that an addrns shonld be 
presented, imploring his majesty, that the war 
might be no longer pursued for the impracticable . 

?>urpose of reducing the people of America by 
brce." The motion was seconded by lord John 
Cavendish, and opposed by the new secretary for 
the American department, who declared, ** that it 
was now in contemplation to contract the scale of 
the war, and to prosecute hostilities by such means 
as were very diasimilar from the past. In order to 
obtain peace with America we must vanquish the 
French ; and as in the late war, America had been 
■aid to be conquered in Germany, so in this Ameri- 
ca must be conquered in France. In the present 
circumstances, the administration were conadons 
of the necessity of drawing into a narrow compass 
the operationa of the American war, a change of 
circumstances demanding a corresponding d^go 
of measures." The decision of thisquestion was a 
real triumph to opposition, as the motkm was loet 
only by a single vote ; and as a majority of the ab- 
sent members were supposed to be adverse to tlul 
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adbibtry. It wu thougbt expedient to bziof the 

Jaeation agehi before the house in a difiRsreBt form. 
fa the twenty-eerenth of Pebmary, dierefore, 
feneral Conway, brooght forward a new motion to 
the aamo effect, which was seconded by lord Al- 
Chorpe, and petitions from sereral trading towns 
Were read in disaiq^obation of the war. In order 
to evade the qnestion, the attorney-general, Wal- 
lace, recommended that a tmce should be proposed 
with Anaerica; the intended deception, howerer, 
was too obrlons to impose upon the house ; and, on 
ft diTision upon his amendment, a m^ority of nine- 
teen appeared against the ministry. The motion 
•f general Conway was immediately followed by 
•aether, for an address to his m^esty, to put an 
•nd to the war; and it was further resolred, 
that the address should be presented by the whole 
house. 

When the house went up to St. James's with the 
address, it was obeerrcd as a remarkable drcum- 
etance, that the noted general Arnold was found 
■taadlng at the right hand of his miyesty. This 
circumstance drew forth some pointed obserrations 
an parliament from lord Surrey, afterwards duke of 
Norfolk, who declared, " that it was an insult to 
^e house, and deserred its censure." 

His nugestY's answer to the address was in gen 
•ral tenns, that he should take such measures as 
might appear to him most conducive to the restora- 
tion of peace. Aji ^ferenco to the prosecution of 
offenaire war was cautiousl^y aroided. 

The evasiTe nature of this answer induced gene- 
ral Conway to mure another resolution in the con»- 
mons, declaring, " diat the house would consider as 
enemies to his mf\jesty, and to Uie country, all 
tbote who should adrise the further prosecution of 
offensire war on the continent of North America." 
After a feeble opposition, the motion was permitted 
to pass without a ditivion. The embarrassment of 
nlnistera, and the triumph and exultation which 
perraded the whole nation on the success of theae 
motions, are hardly to bo described. The whigs were 
tegarded as the real friends and saTiours of thcdr 
country. The continuance of the ministry in ofRce 
was, howoTer, thought to be a farourito object with 
certain persons in high authority ; and it had been 
Intimated by ministers themselves, that though par- 
Kament had interfered with itv oidvice respecting 
file American war, still since it had expressed no 
direct censure on their conduct, they could not be 
expected to resign. In order to remove this im- 
feiediment, lord John Cavendish, on the eighth of 
March, moved a direct vote of censure upon the 
administration, which was seconded by Powys, in a 
forcible speech. The debate lasted tiU two in the 
morning, when, on 4k division, there appeared, in 
favour of administration, a minority of ten. 

The unpopularity of lord North, however, was 
BOW further augmented by his proposal of some 
new taxes ; particularly that on soap, the carriage 
of goods, and places of public entertainment; all 
•f which were finally rejected by the house. 

The interval between the eighth and fifteenth 
Was generally supposed to have been employed in 
Tarious unsuccessful attempts to divide toe party 
hk oppoiiition ; and as lord North still seemed averse 
to resign, on the latter day a motion was made by 
Sir John Rous, and seconded by the younger lord 
George Cavendish, the design of which was to ac- 
celerate a change of administration. A^r reciting 
the facts contained in the resolutions moved on the 
eighth, it was pitmosed to resolve, " That, on con- 
daeration thereof^ the house could have no farther 
confidence in the ministers who had tho direction 
yd public affairs." In the debate, the necessity of 
•ome new arrangement in the administration of 
public affairs was no longer denied ; but the im- 
policy, and even the danger of throwing the coun- 
try entirely into the hands of any party, was still 
etroni^y contended. A coalition was loudly called 
for by many moderate and independent mcmibers, 
and the propriety of leaving the noble lord at the 
bead of the treasury in possession of his office, till 
■uch a measure could be aocompliahed, was much 
insisted on. 

On the other side it was urged, that the halt of a 
coaHtion had been thrown out by the court merely 
for the purpose of delay, and giving room for in- 
trigue and cabal ; and Hiat, in order to secure to 
the nation the advantages which it was now uni- 
versally admitted would arise from a total change 
In the public councils, it was necessary not to re- 
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lax, for a moment, die vifforooi ponmH of such 
measures, as eoidd not fofl of being speedily crown- 
ed with Bucocas. 

Lord North endeavovured to vindicate his own 
administration. He aArmed, that It could not be 
declared with truth, by that house, that the loss of 
the AmeriiMi colonies, or of the West India islands, 
or our other national calamities, originated from 
the measures of the present administration. The 
repeal of the American stamp-act, and the passing 
of the declaratory hiw, took place before bis en- 
trance into office. As a private member of parlia- 
ment, he gftve his vote in favour of both ; but, as a 
minister, he was not responsible for either. The 
house at length divided upon the question, when 
there appeared for it two hundred and twentyi> 
seven, and against it two hundred and thirty-six ; 
so that there was* a majority of nine in favour of 
administration. 

MINISTRY DISSOLVED. 

NoTWiTHSTANDiNo thb seemingly fovourable 
determination, it was so well known that the 
ministry could not stand their grouud, that four 
days after (March nineteenth) a limilar motion to 
that made by Sir John Rous, was to have been 
made by the earl of Surrey; but when his lordship 
was about to rise for that purpose, lord North ad- 
dressed himself to the speaker, and observed, that 
as he understood the motion to be made by the 
noble earl was similar to that made a few days be> 
fore, and the oUect of which was the nmoval of 
the ministers, he had such information to com- 
municate to the house,, as must, he conceived, 
render any such motiun now unnecessary. He 
cottld witk autbonty assnfe the house, that his 
migesty had oooorta a fuXl determination to change 
his ministers. Indted, those persons who had for 
some time conducted the puUio affairs, were no 
longer his majesty's ministers. They were not 
now to be considered as men holding the reins of 
gOTomment, and transacting matters of state, but 
merely remaining to do their official duty, till other 
ministers were appointed to take their places. The 
sooner those new ministers were appointed, his 
lordship declared, that, in his opinion, the better i* 
would DO for the public business, and the genera 
'interests of the nation. He returned thanks to the 
house for the many instances of favour and induU 
genoe which ho had received firom them during the 
course of his adminbtration ; and he declared, that 
he considered himself as responsible, in aU senses 
of the word, for every circumstance of his minister 
rial conduct, and that he should be ready to answer 
to his country, whenever he should be called upon 
for that purpMe. Upon this intelligence the mo- 
tion was withdrawn, and the house adjourned to 
the Monday foUovidng. 

Thus ended an administration which had plunged 
the nation hito a war, under the pretext ofievyiog 
a tax which would not have paicl for the collection 
of it ; and which ref osed every offer of accommoda- 
tion from the revolted colonies short of the most 
unconditional submission. The venerable Franklin, 
and the judicious Penn, were equally insulted, with 

Sroposals in their hands for the adjustment of Uie 
isputed points between the Americans and the 
mother oountry. 

NEW MINISTRY. 

Wrilk the nation at large evinced the most nn- 
feigned joy at the sudden dissolution of this cabal, \ 
it was still feared by many, that great difficulty 
would arise in the formation of a new and efficient 
administration, on account of the unfortunate divi- 
sion which had long subsisted among the whigs in 
opposition to the court. Of the two parties, that of 
lofd Rockingham was by for the most numerous 
and powerful ; but, from various causes easily and 
distinctly ascertainable by attentive observers, the 
other party, of which since the death of lord 
ChaUiam the earl of Shelbume was accounted the 
head, were in less disfavour with the king ; and the 
highest department of government was upon thia 
occasion expressly offered to that nobleman by his 
me^esty. For, not to descend to subordinate rea- 
sons of preference, it is evident Uiat the chief of 
the inferior party, lord Shelbume, would, from his 
comparative weakness of connection, have been 
more immediately and necessarily dependant than 
his competitor lord Rockhigham upon the crown for 
protection and support. Bat Uie noble lord had 
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the w&oiBtcdltf anA iiMoa to variit tke taaiplft- 

Hon ; and tlw nuanftidf of RocUni^ukni, to (be oai- 
▼oraal ntbilictioa or tho kingdom, was a ■eooiid 
Unw, in « maniiar tke moat hnumrabie and flatter- 
ing to faia cftairacter and feelinsa. placed at the 
head of the treaanry ; under whom lord John 
CaTendJah acted as efaaacellor of Uie «jxcfae^Qer ; 
the earl of Shelbanie and Fox weie aonunated 
aecretaries of ati^te ; lori Camden waa appointed 
preiident of the oooncU ; the dnke of Grafton rein- 
atatod aa lord privy aeal; admiral KeppeL now 
created lord Keppel, placed at the head of me ad- 
; iciralty ; gen«ral Conway, of the army ; the duke 
of lUcnmond, of the ordnance. The dnke of Portr 
land aacceeded lord Carlisle as lord Ueutenani. of 
Irolaad ; Burke was constituted paymaster of the 
forces J and colon<d Barre, troasorer of the nary. 
Lord Tborlow alone, by the unaccountable and on- 
merited indulgence of the new minlstns, contlnmd 
in possession of the great seal. 

ProTions to their coming into oflloe, the whig mi- 
nistry stipulated for peace with Ameriei^ and the 
acknowledgmeiit of us independence, should it be 
aeoessary to tbat oUect ; a reform in the seyenil 
branches of tiie civil fist eKoenditure, upon the plan 
suggested by Burke ; and the diminnrion of the in- 
fluence of the crown by excluding eontractors firom 
the hoose of commons, and by disqualifying rere- 
nne oflicars fkimi TQting in elecdoaa for meiwen of 
parliament. 

While these changes were taking place, the Irish 
began to be dissatisfied with the opposition which 
the miniatry had manifeeted to what they oonsider- 
ed as their natural rights. At a general meeting of 
the Tolunteers <rf we province of Ulster on tho 
flfteenth of February ITSS, it was resolTod," That the 
claha of any body of men, other dkan the king, 
lords, and coaunons of Irelahd* ta make laws to bind 
that kingdom, is unconstitutional, illegal, and a 
grievauoe ; diat the powers exercised by the priry 
councils of both kingdoms, under the colour of Foyn- 
tng's law, are unoonstitutional : and that all re- 
straints imposed upon the trade of Ireland, except 
by the parliament of that kingdom, are likewise 
unconsticntional." These res<Htttioos they deter- 
mined to support by every legal means. 

AFFAIRS OF lEELAND— EFFORTS FOR 

PEACE. 

Thx pariiament met on the eighth of April ; and 
on the following day Fox presented a message from 
his majesty to the house of commons, recommend- 
ing to them to take tito allUrs of Ireland into con- 
sideration. 

In the Irish house 4>f commons the celebrated 
orator Grattan mored an address to his majesty, 
which was unanimously voted, stating, that Ireland 
was a distinct kingdom, the crown of Ireland an 
hnperial crown ; and that no authority except the 
Xing, lords, and commons of Ireland, could make 
laws to bind that nation,. It represented the power 
UMumed by tiie councils of both kingdoms, of alter- 
ing bills, as an unconstitutional grievance ; and in- 
sisted upon a mutbky bill, limited in duration, as es- 
sential to the liberty of tho nation. 

Justice and policy seconding the views of Ireland, 
the obnoxious acti of parliament were immediately 
repealed; by which the whole powen of gover^ 
mcnt were vested solely in the king, lords, ana 
oommoos of Ireland ; the controlling power of the 
English parliament, and the practice of altering 
the biUs m the privy conncilt were renounced for 
ever. 

The i^liament of Ireland in return for tiiese 
eoacessMms immediately voted one hundred thour 
sand pounds for ttie purpose of raising twenty thou- 
sand seamen for the public serrice. At the same 
time fifty diousand pounds was voted to Henry 
Grattan, esquire, for his services. 

Whilst measures were thos happHv pursuing for 
reatoring order and tranquillity in the sister king- 
dom, the new ministry were no less anxiously in- 
tent on oflTectuatiiig a general peace with the difler- 
ent foreign powers witli whom the nation was at 
war. No time was lost in pursuit of this' great ob- 
ject, or in taking tho neceasary steps for its atiain- 
nent. Accordiugly, the empress of Russia bavrng 
offored her mediation, in order to restore peace bo- 
tween Great Britain and Holland, secretary Fox, 
within two days after bis ontrance into oifice, wrote 
• letter to Mons. 8imoliu, the Russian minister in 



London, tnformfaig him,<MitMs m^jastjp , 

to enter into a negotiatloii, fn tibe pnrpoao of aefr- 
ting on foot a trea^ of peace, on die terns and com- 
ditions of that which was agreed to in 17IM, be- 
tween his maiesty and the republic of HoUaad ; and 
that in order to facilitate sueh a treaty, he was wil- 
ling to give immediate ordaia for a susnension «# 
hostilities, if tiie States-general were mspoaed t» 
acree to tbat measure. Bat the states of HoDanA 
dad not appear inr.Hned to a separate peace ; nor, 
Pierhape. would it have been agreeable to the piia- 
ciples of sound policy^ if they had agveed to aay 
propositions of this kmd. HoweTer|lBunediatd.y 
alter the change of ministry, aegoUatams faragai^ 
oral .peace were commenced at Paris. Gr«DriII« 
was invested with full powers to treat with all the 
partios at war ; and was also directed to propiM* 
the independency of the thirteen united provincM 
of- Amenoa, in die first instance, instead of «ffa ¥*"g 
it a condition of a general treaty. Admiral Digby 
and general Carletonwere alsomrected to acquaint 
the American congress with the pacific views of 
the British court, and wiOi the oflWr that waa 
made to acknowledge die iadependenoy of tbm 
United States. 
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which had 



Tbb British parliament prosecuted witii 
tiie plans of reformation and economy, 
been recommended by the new ministiy. The bills 
for excluding contractors from seats in the bouse of 
commons, and incapacitatiiig revenue ofllcen from 
voting at elections for membera of parliament, wer* 
paaaed with a feeble opposition from lord Ifaq^ 
field and the chancellor, the latter declaring it to 
be a." puny regulation, only calculated to deoeivo 
and betray the people." Every good patriot win 
indeed agree with me noble lord in the tnub of tha 
asaertion, that Jtt waa a " puny," that ia, an in«a. 
cient "' fe|nilalion,'"\mt ^ wry ^iflTerqnt prtnriplce, 
Burke'a bill for the i«form of ttie »vil Hat expendi- 
ture was introduced with augmented splendoar, 
but diminished utility. By this bill, which now 
passed the house with little diificnlty, the board Hf 
trade, and the board of works, with the great ward- 
robe, were abolished ; togedier with the office of 
American secretary of state, now rendered uselcaa 
by the loss of the American colonies ; the ofltoea of 
treasurer of the chamber, coflerer of the household^ 
the lords of police in Scotland, the paymaster of 
the penrions, the master of the harriers, the ma^ 
ter of the stag-hounds, and six cleika of the board 
of green doth. Proviaion alao waa made to enaMe 
bia nugeaty to borrow a aum for the liquidation of a 
new arrear of three hundred thousand pounds, by a 
tax on salaries and pensions ; for a debt to this 
amount had been again contracted by the shameful 
prodigality of the late ministers, notwithstanding 
the addition of one hundred thousand pounds p«r 
annum, so recendy made to the civil list. 

The economical abolitions and retrenohmenta of 
the reform bill met with a violent opposition ia Use 
upper house, from the lords Thuriow and Longb- 
boroogh, but it finally passed by a great majoritfu 
A bifl sent up from the commons, fof disfranchisiac 
certain Toters of the borough of Cricklade, who had 
been proved guilty of the most shameful and scan- 
dalous acts of oribery, was also impeded and eaa- 
barrasaed in all its stages by the same law lordL 
with every possUile subtiltv of legal quibble and 
chicanery. The duke of Rituunond was upon this 
occasion prorokedto charge the chancellor with In^ 
discriminately opposing evenr measure of regula» 
tion and improvement which was laid before the 
house. And lord Fortescue, with unguarded but 
honest warmth, remarked, *' that what he had long 
feared was at length come to pass ; lirom the pro- 
fusion of lawyers introduced into that bouse, it waa 
no longer a house of lords, it was converted Jnto a 
mere court of law, where all the solid and honour- 
able principles of truth and justice were sacrificed 
to the low and miserable chicanery used in West- 
minster Hall. That once venerable, digoibed, and 
august assembly, now resembled more a meeting 
of pettifoggers than a house of parliament. ' Wim 
respect to the learned lord on tae wooLufk, who 
had now for some years presided in thaf^iisc, he 
seemed to be fraught with nothing but otntradie- 
tiona and dbtinctiona and law subtilties. Aa to him- 
self," lord Fortescue with a noble pride addud, *<ho 
had not attended a minister's levee, till very btcly, 
for these forty years ; and the present ministry he 
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Yoold nqnxMl BO Umger fStiaa. they deferred It 
tSat as they aume into oflloe npon tke mott honour- 
able and UndBble of all prindplas, the approbation 
ef jtheir MTereign, and the esteem and confidence 
#f the nation, it flOed hla breait with indignation 
when he beheld their measnrea day altar day 
thwarted and opposed, by men who resembled 
BBore a set of Coniish att o rney tiian membvn of 
that right honourable honae." ^^ 

On the third of Hay, on the motion of Wllkefl, 
aeconded by I^mg* the celebrated rote of the 
aerenteenth of February 1760, relative to die Mid- 
dlesex election, was rescinded and expunged from 
the Journals, as well as all the other motions rela- 
tlre to the incapacity of WUfces to take his seat in 
tibat parliament. 

On flie twenty-second of April, the lord adrocate 
of Scotland mored a long series of resolutions rela- 
tive to the affiurs of the East Indie company, wMch 
were 




Thomas Rnmbold, ror nigh crimes and miademean- 
ours committed during his administrati<^n in the 
Camatic ; and another for restraining Sir Thomas 
Rmnbold, and Peter Pening, Esq. from gofaag out 
of the kingdom ; were introduced under the same 
antboiity. A vote of censure was soon afterwards 
passed on tiie conduct of Warren Hastinas, JBsq. 
aoremor-general in Bengal, and William Homsby, 
fiso. president of the ooundl in Bombay; and a 
decuaration, that it was the duty of the court of di- 
rectors to take the necessary legal steps for their 
fecal. Sereral resolations wera also passed cen- 
anring the conduct of Laurence SouiTan, Bsq. 
diairman of the court of directors, for neglecting to 
transmit ihe act for the regulation of the company's 
aerHce in India. An address to the king was also 
agreed to by the house, pressing for the recal ol 
Sir BUjah Impey. 

MINORCA TAKEN-FRENCH FLEET 

(DEFEATED BY RODNEY. 

Ow the seventh of May Pitt made a motion " that 
A e onunltt ee sbould be appointed to inquire into 
the state of the representation, and to report to 
0ie house their opinion thereon.'* Thon|fn ably 
avpported by sereral members, the motion was 
tafected by one hundred and sixty-one a^nst one 
hundred and forty-one. While this patriotic minis- 
try were reforming abuses at home, our fleets and 
aradea were reapmg laurels abroad. In the be- 
ginning of the year, howerer. Great Britain ex- 
8irienced some adrerse fortune— the island of 
Inoica' was taken by the Spaniards, on the fifth 
of Febraary, after a dose siege of upwards of six 
months. On the,^rst of Janoarv the marquis do 
Bouille landed on the island or St. Christopher 
With eig^t thousand men, and waa supported by 
the count de Grasse, with thirty-two snips of the 
Une. After a pressing siege of four weeks, the 
fortress on Brimstone-bin, to which the British 
fbrees had retired upon tbe approach of Ihe enemy, 
was oompelled .to surrender, though Sir Samuel 
Hood had made a bold eflbrt to reUere the island 
with his fleet. Neris and Montwrrat followed the 
fortune of St. Christopher's ; but the naval career 
of the French and Spaniards was fortimately inters 
tnpted in the beginning of February, by the arriral 
•f Bir George Rodney, with twelve ships of the line 
at Barbadoes, which were augmented by the be- 
|dnning of March to a fleet of thirty-six saO of the 
une ; that of the French consisting only of thirty- 
four. Odl^M eighth of AprllMihe count de Grasse 
weighed anchor from Fort Roral, wiUi a large 
eonvot under his protection, and intended to pro- 
Mod to Hispanioiay where he expected to meet 
the Spanish fleet. But the British admiral,' by 
means of good Intelligence, was enabled to follow 
them bv noon of the same day, from Oros-islet bay. 
In St Luda, and came within sight of the enemy 
Iff Dominiaua tiiat night Both fleets prepared 
for action oy day-breu on the succeeding day. 
The English, however, lay becalmed under the high 
lands of Dominique, tin near nine o'dock, when 
tfM breece at length reached the fleet and carried 
tte van directly into the centre of the enemy, 
while th* centre and the rear of the y.«gi«h were 
«dn becalmed. The French admiral cowd not re- 
list the temptation of foiling upon one tiUrd of the 
force of his adversaries, with his whole fleet. The 
combat commenced vrith the van of the English, 
which was greatly preascd for mure than an boot 



by the sneerior foie» of tbo «n«Hf . Vfoa tha 
approadk or some ship* to the aisistanee of the van, 
tne French admiral perceived he had foiled in fall 
design of crushing the first division of the Britiah ; 
he merefore wimdrew his fleet from the aetiony 
and, having foe command of tk& wind, completdy 
evaded all the eflbrts of the British command era 
for its renewal. Two of the French sUpa ware ae 
anich disabled as to be under the neoesaity of 
putting into Gvadaioiq^ to rcAt 11m damagea 
tike itwjiiA yieeeived were net so great, but that 
dhey w^re repnraUe at sea. On the eleventh the 
Fkrmch were so for to the windward tb to weather 
Gnadaloupe ; and had gained such a distance, that 
Che body of their fleet could only be ' perceived 
from the masts of the English centre. About noon, 
however, two of the dEiabied sbips were observed 
to fiill considc«ably to leeward. The British ad- 
miral made signau for a general chase ; a^d the 
pursuit soon became so vigorous that these ships 
must have been inevitably cut off before the even- 
ing, had not M. do Gtasse borne down to their as- 
sistance. The scene of action is described as a 
moderatdy Ihrge bason of water, lying between 
the islands of Guadaloupe, Dominiqne, the Saints, - 
and Maiigalante. The hoatQe fleets met upon 
opposite tad^ ; and the line of battle being formed 
eaay in foe morning of the twelfth, the battle com- 
menced about seven, and continued with unremit- 
ting fury tfll about the same hour in the evening. 
The shipa were so near each other that every Aot 
told ; and those of the French being full of men, a 
dreadful carnage ensued. The Formidablei Sir 
George Eodney'a ship, fired no less than eighty 
broauides, and ereiy other ship in proportion; 
and the gallantry of the French was in no instance 
inferior to that of fodr opponents. 

About noon the Brttbh admiral, witb his seconda 
tlie Duke and the Namur, broke through the ene- 
my's line: and immediatdy throwing out die dg- 
nals for the van to tai^ ue British got to Wind> 
wttrd, and completed the general contusion of the 
Rrench squadron. In thS state the contest con- 
tinued witn unabated vidence tin the close of the 
day, when the admiral's ship, the Tille de Paris, 
struck to Sir Samuel Hood in tiie Barfleur. Four 
other ships of the Hue were taken ; one was sunk, 
and. anotoer blew up in the action. Sir Samuel 
Hood pursued the flying squadron^ and on the 
nineteenth overtook and captured two of them in 
the Mona Passage, the Jason and tke Caton, with 
two frigates. Sir George Rodney immediately pro- 
ceeded with the ships and prises for Jamaica, and 
on his return to Eneland, was honoured with an 
English, and Sir Samuel Hood -with an Irish 
peerage. 

litis victorious fleet, however, suffered afterwardr 
from the indemency of the elements. On the 
twenty-sixth of July, admiral Graves sailed from 
lamaica, wifo seven ships of foe line, including 
the YiOe de Paris and some other of the prizes, 
the Pallas frigate, and about one hundred sail o? 
merchantmen. The admiral bod not been long at 
sea, before the Hector of seventy-four guns, one of 
the prises, from her bad condition, lost company 
with the flee^ and was never wle afterwards 
to recover it On the eighth of September, the 
Caton of sixty-four guns, a&other of the French 

Sasels, sprung a leak In a hard gale of wind, and 
e admiral ordered both her and the Pallas to 
Hallifax to refit Hils was only a prdnde to their 
future misfortunes ; for on the tenui foe fleet and 
convoy, which still amounted to nearly ninety, 
encountered, on the banks of Newfoundland, one of 
foe most dreadfol storms which was ever known in 
that quarter. The hurricane incKUsed during the 
night, and was accompanied with a dreadful ddng i 
of rain. At ten o'dock in the morning, the Ramil- 
lies, the admiral's ddp, had five feet of water in 
her hold, and she was obliged to part wifo several 
of her guns and ofoer heavv artides, to enaUe her 
to keep afloat The water increasing, the admiral 
r^noved the people on board some of the mer- 
chantmen. About four o'clock the water in her 
bold was increased to fifteen feet, and at the same 
period she was so completely set on fire, foat cap- 
tain Moriarty and the people had quitted her but a 
few minutes when she blew up. 

The fate of foe Centaur was stiO more dreadftd. 
After losing her masts and rudder, she was by the 
unwearied exertions of tlie crew kqpt afloat tul tha 
twenty-third ; hut tito struggle was then at an and. 
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Tho ahip rapidly iUkic with water, « hil j tlio aspect 
of tt&e aea indicated that neither boat nor raft enfold 
lire for an^ lencth of tinie, the majority of the 
crew had given themaelre* up for hiet, and remain- 
ed below. In this extremity captain Inglefield 
came upon decl^ and obMrred that a few of the 
people had forced their way into the pinnace, and 
others were preparing to follow ; upon thht he 
threw himself mto the boat, but found much diffi- 
culty in getting dear of the ship's side, fnnn the 
riolence of the crowd that was passing to follow his 
example. Of all these Mr. Basils only, a youth of 
serenteen, who threw himself mto the waves and 
swam after the boat, had the good fortane to b^ 
taken in. The number of the persons who were 
thas committed to the mercy of the waves, amount- 
- ed to twelre ; their whole stock of proTisiuns con- 
sisted of a bag of bread, a small ham, a single piooe 
of pork, a few French cordials, and one quart bot- 
tle of water. A minute detaiil of their sufferings 
would exceed our bounds ; suffice it te say, that they 
were sixteen days exposed in this forlorn state ; 
when at length their provision and wat^ being to- 
tally exhausted they were happy enough to gain the 
port of Faysl. The rest of the crew, it is pre- 
mimed, penshed with the vessel. 

For an account of the fate of the Ville de Paris, 
and the Glorieux, the puUic are indebted to a 
singular accident. A Danish merchant-ship re- 
tocning ftrom the West Indies, found a man floating 
upon a piece of a wreck, who appears to hare 
been insensible when taken on board. When re- 
stored to his senses, he reported that his name Was 
Wilson ; that he had been a seaman on board the 
yUle de Paris : and added, that when she was go- 
ing to pieces, no clung to a part of the wreck, and 
remained In a state of insensibility during most of 
the time that he continued in the water ; he per- 
fbctiy recollected that <he Glorieux had foun- 
dered, and that he saw her go down on the day 
preceding that on which the YiUe de Paris per- 
nio crew of the Hector, after suffering great 
hardships, were saved by the good fortune of meet- 
ing with a m^bant-slup called the Hawke, com^ 
manded by Ihomas Hill, of Dartmouth, who hu- 
manely received them on board his own vessel, 
and conreyod them to Newfoundland. The Hector 
had previously had a desperate engagement with 
two of the enemy's frigates, who left her in that 
miserable condition in which the merchant-ship 
found her. Hius of seven ships of the line, which 
composed the Jamaica squadron, only two, the 
Canada and the Caton, escaped. 

The victory of Rodney was in some measure 
damned by the taking of the Bahama Islands by 
the Spaniards on the eighth of May, which were 
found in a defenceless state by the enemy. This 
loss was however again nearly compensated by the 
capture of Acra, and four other Dutch forts on the 
coast of Africa, by Captain Shirley in the Leander. 
On the fifth of January, also. Sir Edward Hughes 
reduced the town of Innoomale belonging to the 
Dutch, in the island of Ceylon. 

TOTAL DEFEAT OF THE SPANIARDS AT 
GIBRALTAR. 

In Europe the concludou of the campaign was 
.> not less glorious for Great Britain, than it h&4 
been in the West Indies. The reduction of Minor- 
ca inspired the Spanish nation with fresh motives 
to perseverance. The duke de Crillun, who had 
been recently successful in the siege of Minorca, 
was appointed to conduct the siege of Gibraltar, 
and It was resolved to employ the whole strengUi 
of the Spanish monarchy in seconding his opera- 
tions. No means were neglected, nor expense 
spared, that promised to forward the views of the 
besiegers. From the failure of aU plans hitherto 
adopted for effecting the reduction of Gibraltar, it 
was resolved to adopt new ones. Among the 
various prvgects for this purpose, one which had 
been formed by the chevalier d'Arcon was deemed 
tho most worthy of triaL This was to construct 
such floating batteries as could neither be sunk nor 
fired. With this view, their bottoms were made of 
the thickest timber, and their sides of wood and 
cork long soaked in water, with a large layer of wei 
sand between. 

To prevent the effeets of red hot balls, a number 
of pip«t were contrived to carry water through 



every part of thent, and pomps were provUad tm 
keep tnese constantly supplied with water. The 
people on board were to be sheltered from the fidi 
of bombs by a cover of rope netting, which 
made sloping, and overlaid with wet hides. 

These floating batteries, ten in number, n 
made out of the hulls of large vessels, cut down for 
the purpose, and carried from twenty-eight to ton 
guns each, and were seconded by eighty large boats 
mounted with guns of heavy metal, and ahm by a 
multitude of frigates, ships of force, and sooie 
hundreds of small cnut. 

General EUiott, the intrepid defender of Gibraltar, 
was not ignorant that inventions of a peculiar kind 
were prepared against him, but knew nothing of 
their construction. He nevertheless provided lor 
every circumstance of danger that oonld^he fore- 
seen <or imagined. The thirteenth day of Septeo^wr 
was fixed upon by the besiegers for making n 
grand attack, when the new-invented machines, 
with all tho unitod powers of gunpowder and artil* 
lery in their highest state of improvement, were to 
be called into action. The combined fleets of FWmoo 
and Spain in the bay of Gibraltar amounted to for- 
ty-eight sail of the hne. Their batteries were cover- 
ed with one hundred and fifty-four pieces of heavy 
brass cannon. The niunbers employed by land 
and soa against the fortress were estimated at one 
hundred thousand men. With this force, and by 
the fire of three hundred cannon, mortars, and 
howitsers, from the adjacent isthmus, it was in- 
tended to attack every part of tho British works at 
one and the same instant, llie surrounding hilla 
were covered with people assembled to behold th« 
spectacle. The cannonade and bombardment were 
tremendous. Tho showers of shot and shells from 
the land batteries and the ships of the besiegers, 
and from the various works of the garrison, ex- 
hibited a most dreadful scene. Four hundred 
pieces of the heaviest artillery were playing at the 
same moment. The whole peninsula seemed to be 
ovf^wfaefaned in the torrents of fire which were in- 
cessantiy poured upon it. The Spanish floajting 
batteries for some time answered the expectatione 
of their framcrs. The heaviest shells often re- 
bounded from their tops, while thirty-two pound 
shot made no visible impression upon their hulls. 
For some hours the attack and defence were so 
equally supported, as scarcely to admit of any 
appearance of superiority on either side. The 
construction of the battering ships were so wdl 
calculated for withstanding the combined force of 
fire and artillery, that they seemed for some time 
to bid defiance to the powers of the heaviest ord- 
nance. In the afternoon the effects of hot shot be- 
came viBible. At first there was only an appear- 
ance of smoke, but in the course of the night, after 
the fire of the garrison had continued about fifteen 
hours, two of the floating batteries were in flames, 
and several more were visibly beginning to kindle. 
The endeavours of the besiegers were now exclusive- 
ly directed to bring off the men from the burning 
vessels ; but in this they were interrupted. Cap- 
tain Curtis, who lay ready with twelve gun-boata, 
advanced and fired upon them with such order and 
expedition, as to throw them into confusion before 
tiiey had finished their business. They fled winh 
theur boats, and abandoned to thmr fate great 
numbers of their people. The opening of day-light 
disclosed a most dreadful spectacle. Many were 
seen in the midst of the flamos crying out for help, 
while others were floating upon pieces of timber, 
exposed to equal danger from the opposite ele- 
ment. The generous humanity of tho victors 
equalled their valour, and was the more honour- 
able, as the exertions of it exposed them to no less 
danger than those of active nostiUty. In endeav- 
ouring to save the lives of his enemies, captain 
Curtis nearly lost his own. While for the most 
benevolent purpose he was along-side of the float- 
ing batteries, one of them blew up, and some heavy 
pieces of timber fell into his boat, and pierced 
through its bottom. By similar perilous exertioBS^ 
near four hundred men were saved from ineviiable 
destruction. The exercise of humanity to an ene- 
my under such circumstances of immediate action 
and impending danger, conferred more true honour 
ttan could be acqmred by the most splendid seriee 
of victories. It in some degree obscurred the lm« 
pression made to the disadvantage of human na> 
ture, by the madness of mankind in destroying 
each other by wasteful wars. The floating battariee 
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wero an oonsamad. The violence of kbeir ezplo- 
akm WM muh, as to bunt o|ien doora and windows 
Ml a rreat distance. Soon after the deatrnction of 
the floatinf batteries, lord Howe, with thirty-flTe 
ahipa of the line, brought to the brare gazriton an 
ample supply of ^ery thing wanted, either for 
their support or their defence. This complete re- 
lief of Gibraltar wa» the third decisiTe erent in the 
course of a twalyemonth, which ftToored the re- 
establishment of a general peace. 

NEW ADIHNISTRATION. 

TuM. prosperity of nations often depends upon 
nnforseen contingencies. We have seen the goTom- 
ment in the year I78S, wrested out of the unskilful 
hands which bad conducted it almost to the verge 
of destruction ; and the whole ability, the patriot- 
ism, the landed iwtbrest of the nation, at once 
united in snpnort of an administration formed on 
the most popular basis. But tiiis pleasing prospect 
was clooiled by Um lamented death of the marquis 
of Bockingham on the first of July. He was the 
centre of union wfaidi kept the janing particles of 
the whig interest imited. A few davs after the 
death of the marquis, a meeting of the Rocking- 
ham party was convened by Fox, the avowed ob- 
ject of which was, to defeat the appointment of 
lord Shelbume to the situation of piime minister. 
At this meeting it was agreed to support the nomi- 



nation of the duke of PortlM4 to Ike int oflkce in 
the treasury, and diat Pox should wait on bis ma- 
jesty with this resolve. It is said that Fox arrived 
at the royal closet only in time to learn that the 
treasurer's staff had Just been committed to the 
hands of lord Shelbume. It is added, that Fox then 
requested leave to name the new secretary of state ; 
and, on being ialbrmed that the office wa« already 
disposed of, he requested permission to resign, and 
was followed by lord John Cavendiith, the dnke of 
Portland, Burke, Sheridan, Montague, lord Al- 
tfaorpe, lord Dnncannon, J. Townshend, and Lee. 

The Shelbume administration vras respectable, 
but it was feeble: it wanted both parliamentary 
interest and parliamentary ability. Lord Grant- 
bam, a noblenuui more distinguished by his amiable 
character than by the extent of his abilities, suo. 
ceeded to the office of Fox ; Pitt was made chancel- 
lor of the exchequer, and earl Temple succeed- 
ed the duke of Pordand as lord lieutenant of Ire- 
land. 

Though lord Shelbume had fbrmerlv declared in 
the house of lonto,. ** that whenever the parliament 
of Great Britain slioold acknowledge the Independ- 
ence of America, the sun of England's glory was 
set for ever ;** he took occasion to observe. In the 
same house, when he came into administration, 
that he now considered it as a necessary evU to 
which the country must inevitably submit. 
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CHAPTER XIX. 



of ParUawieni^Debatis a» the Peace— RetoUtkms carried agaimsi Mimiairw^L»rd Skt^mme re- 
4ipu—Coalittm MinUtrpSUi preventing ampeaU from Irelmmd^India JjfiOre^^-Pitte MOtm m 
the Subject of a PoriiameHtarp R^ormr-TU Quaker* petUien the Houae of CIw —i im eigtimet the 
Stave Trade^Fex introdMce* his Jndia BiU—A setfond SiU far the imtemmi G e verm m tmt ff the 
tUk DominiaHs In /ntfia— 71c £Ui lost tn the House ^ Peers— Veniest between the Oreem end 



mens— The Qmduct of the High BaMffof WesUntsster to r^f^teUtg is return #tax breugkt b^ere the 
Bouse of Cemmens—PUrs India SiU—l%e Cammutetien Tex^BfU/or the Bsstermtiem^ the Estaiee 
forfeited in Scotland in 1715 and 1749, passed. 



MOTIVES FOB A GENERAL PEACE. 

fflHE eresto whleh difiNM«d thohMtileBBtioiM to 
X psaahc mesmuxee hare been amply detailed in 
th» two preceding chapten. The capture of the 
Britiah army in Virginia, die defeat of count de 
GraMe, and tiie destruction of the Spanish floating 
batteries, inculcated on Great Britain, France, and 
Spain, the policy of sheathing the sword, and stop> 
ping the elftision of homan blood. Bach nation 
round on a reyiew of past erents, that though their 
losses were grea^ their gains were little or nothing. 
By urging Uie American war. Great Britain had in- 
creased her national debt upwards of one hnndrea 
millions of pounds sterling, and wasted the Iitos of 
at least fifty thousand of her sutgects. To add to 
her mortification, she Itad brought all tUs on her- 
self, by pursuing an ot(jeot,the attainment of which 
seemed to be daily less probable, and the benefits 
of which, eren though it could haye been attained, 
were yery problematical. 

The e mpr ess of Russia, and the emperor of Ger- 
many, were the mediators in accomplishing the 
great work of peace. Such was the state of tiie 
contending parties, that the intercession of power- 
ful mediators was no longer necessary. Tae dis- 
position of Great Britain to recognise the Indepen- 
dence of the United States bad removed the prln- 
dpal difficulty which had hitherto obstructed a gen- 
eral pacification. 

The ayowed otdeetof the allianoe between France 
and America, and the steady adherence of both 
parties not to enter into negotiations without the 
concurrence of each other, reduced Great Britain 
to the altematiye of oontinning a hopeless unpro- 
dvctiye war, or of negotiating under the idea of 
recognising American independence. Seren years 
experience had preyed to the nation tiiat the con- 

Siest of the American states was impracticable ; 
ey now reoeiyed equal conyiction, that the recog- 
nition of their independence was an indispensable 
preliminary to the termination of a war, nrom the 
continuance of which, neither profit or honour was 
to be acquired. At the close of die war, a revolu- 
tion was eflbeted in the sentiments of the inhia>it- 
anu of Great Britain, not less remarkable than what 
in the beginning of it took place among the dtlaeitf 
of America. 

In the coarse of the summer of ITWt, FItsherbert, 
the minister at Brussels, was api^tnted plenipoten- 
tiary on the part of Great Britam, to oondnde the 
treaty with ttie ministers of France, Spain, and 
Holland ; and Mr. Oswald, a merchant, who had 
been long conyersant in American afihin, was no- 
minated as commiiMioner from his Britannic ma- 
^ty to treat with John Adams, Benjamin F^nk- 
, John Jay, and Henry Laurens, the commiariou* 
eci fton AiMrica. 



PRELIMINARIES OP PEACE WITH AMERI- 
PA- FRANCE, SPAIN, ftc. 

On the thirtieth of Noyetober 178S, proyieioBal 
articles were signed by the British and Americaa 
commissioners, whidi were to be inserted in the 
general treaty of peace, whenever it should be oon> 
doded between the European powers. By these 
artides the independence of America was acknow- 
ledged in the fullest extent ; very ample bounda- 
ries were asdgned to tiie States, comprehending 
the extendve countries on boUi sides the Oliio, and 
on the east of the Mississippi, and the InU right 
of fishing on the banks of Newfoundland. 

The prUiminary artides between Great Britein 
and France were signed at YersaUles by Fitaher- 
bert and the count de Yergeiines, on tiie twenty- 
dgh^ of January 178S. and those widi Spain on Oa 
same day. By tiie lormer of these tre a tiea the 
fishery on the coast of Newfoundland was permitted 
to tiie French, from Cape St. John, on the eastern 
side, round &e north of theidand, to Cape Ray 0|i 
the west.— The islands of St. Pierre and Mlquelon 
were ceded to France. In the West Indies Great 
Britain ceded also the idand of Tobago, and re- 
stored that of St. Loda. In Africa the river Sene- 
gal, and dl its dependencies and lorts were ceded, 
and the idand 'of Goree restored to the French, la 
the East Indies England restored all her conquests. 
The artides also relative to the port and hartmur of 
Dunkirk, established at tiie peace of Utrecht, were 
by the new treaty annulled. 

In return for these eoncessions, France restoied 
to Great Britain the islands of Grenada, the Grena. 
dines, St. Vmcent, Dominica, St. C:hrktophei's, 
Nevis, uid Montserrat, in the West Indies ; and in 
Africa uie possession of Fort James, and ^te river 
Gambia, were guaranteed to Great Britdn. 

By the treaty with Spain, Great Britain relin- 
quished an right and daun to West Florida, and fSbm 
uland of Minorca, and ceded the province of East 
Florida : on the odier side, the Bahama islands were 
restored to Great Britain, inrith respect to the 
Dutch, a Buspensiou of arms only was agreed to ; 
and it was some months beibre the prdteinaries 
were settled. [^e« noU H, at the end of this Vol.} 

By the se treaties an end was put to the most nn- 
Ibrtunate war, in which Great Britdn had hitherto 
been engaged : From the conflict of parties which 
distracted die nation, however, these artldee of 
peace were doomed to undergo a sereie ryanrina- 
tion. 

DEBATES IN PARLIAMENT ON THE PEACE 
-MINISTRY OUTVOTED— THEY RESIGN. 

Tbi parliament met on die twenty^flrst of Jann* 
ux 1783, and a coalitloa having been previond] 
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MOM MNitei «a«ii0d ooDCcmiiig dw pioTi- 
■fooal «rticl0t with Amatict ; bat littia biuiiiMi of 
mmMqaenc* wm tsuiMctod tUl the «evente«Ktti 4»f 
VabnMiv, whoa Che pnlimiaary wrtklns wwo laid 
hfiacs th« tiPohooMW. 

An ftddxcw of thanks asd Msrobatioa beioff 
jooYod in a»hoiiM of peon by Im Poatarak«,Mid 
««cond«Hi by the BUPqM of Oonaurthfla» a mieoos- 
•ioo of abla and oloqiiiflnt ap a oc h oo ware aaida by 
the Joida CarUale, Wa]anghan^ Baekvllle, Star- 

rapMbadnf the pra- 



moot, and iia«ghboron|^» rapMbaanc the pra- 
linunariaa of panee aa daracalary fron the dig- 
nity, and to the higheat de««e tajwioaa to the 
Intoratti of the aaliaa. " 1^ deraHotion of the 



loyaliace of ABMrfaa* and the Indiana oor alUeOf 
waa aald to be a baaanaM onauunplad in the re- 
aovda of hiatory. In Urn lowaat abb of dbtraaa we 
•nghl not to have aabac ri bad le tama to Ignoarini- 
ana. Fkavela !• whan eonqeeaed and a cuitiTe, 
wnrta*" that all waa laat asoapt hia honoor ;' and 
Ui magnanimity inally re ertahliehed hie fditone. 
ThoMLy of ear nagoiiafiani waa every where ap- 
pa r ant. In hftioa, oar trade waa eorrendared to 
Pianre by the aamian of Senegal and O o r ee In 
Alia, Pendiaimrry waa not onlv giran hao^bat, to 
aandar the boon omwo eoceptabl^ a large tortitory 
wae amde to aoaompany ilh~Ia Amarioa, the ipro- 
MMtiana'againat ftrtifying ftt. Pieire and MiqQakm 
were tamaaad, and Iha Ifaniti of the flahery ex- 
tandad and ondarpretence of drmwiaM aboandary 
Une, the treaty grante to the Uaitad iitaMe an im. 
iBMiea tmot it oanntiy lahafaitod by mare than 
twenty Indian natJaim in the Waat Indiaa. St. 
JUneia waa raUaqnidMd, whioh waa of eoeh military 
fcaipiirtiia, that aa lengM wa raHhiBd thla ialnnd 
in ear handa, wa ad^t waU hapva ftaod npon tlw 
uti pMsUtiif, aa tibe baaia of negotiation in that 
fnartai^-nia eaaafan af Baat Fknida to Soain waa 
•n antaaraganae fbr which it waa impaeaible to ted 



cf a pratanea To ooanploto the 
whole, Fkanae waa aBowed to r ep ai r andlnrtlfy the 
harboar of IhmUrfc, wUrh, in theerant of a fhtnre 
war, misht annoy ear trade in Ita oentre, and coan- 
taract aU the adraata|ra of oar loeal aituation lor 
iaaaign iiimaauiatj : and what ia meat wandarfiil, 
all theae aaaiidoaa aranmda on thaprelbmad groand 
af arranging amttera on dba prinalplea af rcc^yra- 
aity.** 
Thaminiatar dofan dad hfaaaalf from tfaaaa attadka 



with great aMUtT. Hie loi^Un deohuad, «' that 
faaaa waa the el j u a t Ibr which tta nation at large 
aad diaoovarad the moat a ne uai »e <j al daaira ; tiw 
and ha had in view waa the advantage of fcJa ooan- 
hry, and ha waa oewtafai that he had attained It. 
fie Teat anaoltifatad traot of land to the aoath- 
ward of the hdLaa," hia lordahip aald, •* waa af fai. 
mce to America, and of none to Eag- 
latcntien of it, or eren af the forta 
nded it. ooold only hare laid the 
of ftmora hoatUlty. If oar liberality to 

■ the aoUectof joat applaaae, why aet 

npan principlea of ubefality to AaMsiiea f Hie re- 
Aaelof the Nearfaoadland aahery waold bare been 
« diraet ataai l B atat lon of hoatHa intantiooa ; and aa 
it lay on their aoate, it waa in reaUtv impeaalble 
to aaclada ttem fram it by any taatnc tl oua ; it ia 
an adrantaga whAeh natara haa giran tham, aad to 
attempt tonraaat It ftam tliam woold not only be nn- 
Jnat, bat hnpTOclieabie. Of one otj^oot i on Ida lord- 
abip acknowledged Aat he deeply felt the fiiroe. 
Hla regret aad aompaarion ibr the aitaatlon af the 
imhaippy layaliata were aa phngent aa thoae of 
^heir warmaat adroeataa. lUa oMaeHon admitted 
aniy of one aaawer, the anawer whidi he had glren 
to hia own bleeding hemt-> It la better that a part 
ahaald anflbr, rather than Hm whale empire penah.' 
He waold hare danhed flrom Mm the bitter cop 
which 1^ adrendHaa of Ua ooontry held oat to 
him, if peace had net been abaalatoly ne c iema i y— if 
it had not boon eaUed Ibr with a onanimityaod vig- 
aor that eoold not be rerfated. No arta of addreaa 
or negotiation had been negleeted ; bat the Ameri- 
can commiaalooerpbad no power to concede farther. 
Hie con^rcM ItMlf had not (ha power— Ibr, by the 
conatitotton of America, orary atato waa aupreme, in- 
cloding in itaelf the le^alatiTe aad iadidal powan ; 
im Jvriadiction, tfierefore, waa not liable to control. 
In the mode of intei|Kiaitlon, by recommend^don 
alone, eoold the congrem act. If, after all, the loy- 
ailala ahool&net be received into the boaom of thcar 
««tire ooontry, Sritaia, penetrated with gratitode 



for their aarriaaa* and waim with fha itallnga ef 
luumnity, woald aflbrd tham aa aaylam: aad it 
would daobtleas ba wiaar to iadcaauiy tham far 
their laaaaa > ^lan to rain the aatian by a renawai 
or proloagation of the calamitlaa of war. The caa* 
alon of Seat Fhirida, hlalardahip aaii. waa readavad 
onaroidableh by tike miatakan and nanona pottey af 
tfaoaa miniataai who had brooght the natio 
the miaarabia net amity af tianting with tto 

Tary dlSbtant from tfaoaa it conld Ibrmarly 
lamndadi Thia provinea, dataahed ' 
Weatem Florida, already o u n qu aaa d by dm 
of Spain, waa howaver of tribal ralaa j and tha 
amoont vl iu imparta and ezparta bare no prepea 
laaafitaciTfleataUiiteMnt. We 



tian totihaaKi 
had, nar ur t h alam, obtained n rjomponoalien in tha 
leatitntion of the Bahamaa. AhhonghlheboanAi 
of the Rrench Ibhery were aoaaewhat antandad, by 
far the moat eBgifala parts 'of the Newfoondland 
caaat ware left la poaeeaaion of the BngUah, and a 
aaoxoa of fatora oontantion raamred by tha eKaat 
ascertainment of limltB. In arrhanga ibr St. Lneia, 



taken, aad enly retainad T obaga. Senegal and 
Ooree had been eaiginally Fran» aettleBMntt» bat 
their coQuneroe waa inoenaiderable ; and tim whole 
AfUcan trade waa open to the Bngttah, by ear aet- 
dementa on dm rlrer Oamhia, wuoh warn gaaraa- 
tead to aa by thia traaty. The laatoratiOD of Pondl- 
thtnj, and oar other conqnaata in tha Baat^ maac 
be aeknoiHedged aet a maaaiii ii of aiqpadieney ao 
nrach aa of abaolato nunumiti, if dm atata of tte 
Saiit India company ware adrerted to. Soch had 
dm Cormiduda eonfedernoyaninat 

lOwwi 



ware eompeUed to caatand* aoch 
rangeaaent of their fknanoea, and ao expoaed to haa- 
ard were their mat and precarioaa pomemlani, that 
nothing bat peaoo ooud recover to 

tdancy in Aaia ; in each a aitaation it 
to piouuie teima of aooomaaodath 

Tito remoral of the reatraiati relative 
to the harbonr of DonkirkciaBtralnto diagraoefhl 
to France, and of trifling advantage to England — 
waa inveighed againat wtthoot candoar or raaaon ; 



rt. 



, aa hia lardabip amtrttd. 



Dunkirk, aa a 

fSur fima poaaeaahia the oonaeqnence aadrlbed to it ; 
a Aoalv part of die channel ; It cannot 
a lai ' ~ 



it Ueani 

receive aldpa of a large aiae, and can never be a 
laadeavaoa Ibr aqaadroaa ; it nmy I n deed be a ra- 
aortflDT privataera,bat theae we know by azperleDce 
ooald eaaOy Imae firam other porta. In tee, the 
ooaioderaey formed againat ao waa daoidadly an- 
perior to oar atmoet ea o rthma oar tazea were 
aaorfaitant— oar debta, fended and onfonded, 
aaooanled to two hondred and Ibrty^aerea aiillioDa 
—oar cooinMree waa rapidly decUning'-oar navy 
waa ovarbaiaaoed by the fleets of the aombliied 
powem. in die alannmg proportion of more than fifty 
aUpa of the tee. Peaae waa in t hoae drcamataacaa 
naoeaaary to our exlaten^e aa a nation. The beat 
terma of accommodatioa which oar iltaatloa woold 
admit had been prooored ; and Ualoadahipventared 
to aflrm, that thay eoold be decried or eppaaed only 
by ignoraaoe, priQadiee,or frotion. * O n a diviaion, 
earffied by a m^paiily of aaventy- 



two to ftfty'ttino n 
In thohanaeof 
aaooaaafol. Ae addreaa 




mI hy ^rubetmroe. 
a Tery ^ttflarant Ihto, after giving 



An amendment to dto addrem waa pr o a oaa d by 
lord lehn Cavandiob, and aaconded by St. lohn. 

Lord North, In a very long, bat {conaidertng hia 
altaatlan) a omat anbecoaofag apeech, went over tlto 
diflbrent artldea of th«> neaea, wkieh ha r api fltoa tad 
aa being ahagethar anftvoaraUa to Great Britain, 
dangeroaa to dm aalbtv, and derogatary to die ha- 
near of the nation, and net warranted or Jaodlled 
by tte aitaation of^ die pardea at war. Ha thare- 
Ibre aaid, he woold veto Ibr the aatondment, to 
which he propoeed to add a daaae in Ihvoar oi dm 
Amevioan layaHato. 

Powya waa atranoooa frr tha addrom, and de- 
clared hia aatiaA»don with tha peace in the aioot 
oneonivocal nunaer. Ha dMavowed ell per- 
aonu And intareatod motivea ; and while he gloried 
that the Ant lord of tlie treaaury had broken dm 
eonfbderacy in anna againat thia ooontry, he ooa- 
feaaed that he had no great predilection far hl« 
diaiacter. He tboaght timt thia waa the age of 
i9*7anga caalbdei aclca » Hm oroild had aecn jvnat 
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and arbljEhni^ dcflpot^iflaAd fi9rth the proteotdn of 
an infant repc^Ue. France and Spain had oottUned 
to mtMbliah the iteinc: liberties of America; ami 
what waa wonderfoli the hoose of oommona now 
nirreyed 4!be coonterpart of this picture. A non- 
■croiu coalition had been made between a noble 
lord, and an iUuetriona eonnnoner. The lofty as- 
•erter of the pinrogatiTe had Joined in aUiance with 
the worshipper of the m^yeety of the people. 

The lord advocate exclaimed against me amend- 
meat, and against the addition made to it hy lord 
North ; and firom the ooaBtion formed between the 
latter and Pox, be judged that they would be both 
againat the original motion. Alter attacking the 
ooalidoD, Mm hnMship defended the treaties. He 
was pecsnaded that, with n^patd to the loyalists, the 
ministry liad done erery thug witinn the compass 
4if their power. 

Sheridan remarked tiie reflections which had 
been thrown out against die coalition of lord North 
.and Fox ; and pointed out, as something more sia- 
gnlar, tho intimate alKanco which had been formed 
'between the lord adrotete, the most pledged sap- 
porter of the high prerogative of tim crown, and 
Pit^ the leader of t£o popular adrocates for a par- 
homentary reform. He doohted not the conveni- 
ence of the principles of the learned lord. Tliey 
could perpetually fluctuate willi his intarest. It 
miittei«d not to Um whether hewas to adranoe the 
prerogatiTe, or to act to its ererthiow. In their 
upposita lines of oondnot he coaid preserre his con- 
sbteocy; for his unifohn olQeot was himself. 

Fox now rose, and painted out the peoufiar deH> 
cacy of his situation. He had been aocased of hav- 
ing formed a union with a noble lord whose prin- 
ciples he had ooposed for several years of his lifo. 
iittt the grounds of their opposittai being removed, 
he did not conceive it to be nonourable to keep up 
auimosities for ever. The American war was the 
source of bis duagroement with the noUe Lord ; and 
that cause of enmity being now no more, it was 
wise and fit to put an end to the ill-will, the ani- 
mosity, the rancour, and the fends which it engen- 
dered. The learned lord, who had inmrodendy 
been so lavish of his charges; had once oeen the 
obedient friend of (he noble person in the bine rib- 
band; and with what view nad he deserted faimf 
He had formerly approved his system when it was 
calamitous and unjust ; and didhe now. from a spirit 
o^ system, avoid him when his line of conduct was 
more meritorious T The maTJras adopted by the 
learned lord were not unknown ; and no virtuous 
statesman could possiUy approve of them. They 
taught him to stibmit to perpetual variations of his 
sentiments ; and to go deckd^dly into the views of 
ministers, whatever they mis^t be. 

Pitt, and several other members, took part in the 
debate; after. wbiiA the house having divided, it 
appeared that ministry were outvoted, there being 
a migority for the amendment of two hundred and 
twenty-four Co two hundred and eight. 

The d<tfeat of the minister in the house of com- 
mons on the sutjeet of the address to the throne, 
was a topic of universal conversation, and consider- 
ed as a prognostic of his approaching faV. It was 
immediately perceived, that the deterxmnatioa of 
the house would be n pubUo notifica^tion of the im- 
propriety of the peace; and it was therefore thought 
advisable that it sb«pild be followed up by some 
other proceedings. Ascerdingly, on the twenty-first 
February, the subject was a second time brought 
before the house of commons by lord John Caven- 
diflu His lordship expressed his concern, that the 
mi^ori^ for the amendment on the address to the 
throne had been represented as having actually 
voted against the peace, possibly by some persons 
wbo might have had their own views to serve in pro- 
pagating such a report. He was therefore anxious 
to convince the nation, and the powers with whom 
we were negotiating, of our nked determination 
not to renew the war. NevertheloM, he ceosured 
in severe terms the conditions on which the peace 
had been obtained ; and having recapitulated the 
various disadvantuges we had sustained in effecting 
the pacification, read the following motions : 

I. " Tliat in consideration of the public faith, 
which ought to be preserved inviolable, his faithful 
commons will support his majesty in rendering fimi 
and permanent the peace to be concluded defini- 
tively, in consequence of the provisional treaty, 
and the preliKioary articles. — 9* That, in concur* 
rencu wiUi his mifiesty's paternsU rogaxd for his poo- 



-ple, they will employ fhelr best end««vouts to fm. 
prove the blessings ef peaoe.—a. That his aaaieety, 
in acknowledging the tndependenoe of the Halted 
Stales of America, has acted as the cironmetances 
of afldis indinotably i^foired. and in eenformity 
to the sense oipta^amenU-^-^ That the ooncesslons 
made to tim adversaries of Great Britain, are graat- 
er than tiiey were Mititled to, either from the ac- 
tual sitnation of tiieir respective poseessiene, or 
from tlMir oomperative strengtii^-And, 5. That they 
would take the case of the loyalists into oensldera- 
tion, and adminlsner such relief as their eooduccand 
necessity should be found to merit.* • 

The two first resolutions were agreed to without 
any opposition. On the dUsd a short debate took 
puiee, eoeasieiard by doubts having aiisen in die 
nainds of seveml membons, respecting the' power 
vested in Che king, to aoknovMedge the indepe» 
dency of the United States, which, it was mam^ 
monsly agreed by tiw gentlenMn of the long robe, 
his nUQesty hud ruU nnthorily to do, in oenseqneooe 
of tiie statute peat last year to enable him to make 
peace with America. The last resolution lord John 
Cavendish consented to wave. On the fo«nrth,wlncii 
conveyed so pointed a censure on ministry, 
animated deoate took place; but^'lho 
ooalitkm brought such an aoeeosion of strsngtii end 
numbers to one side, that the qneefien. was eartied 
against the ministry by e m^ority of two hundred 
and seven voices to one hmalred end nhaatyw 

The soocoas of this motion ascertained die 
ty of a miniet«»riaf revolutionf and the hoose of < 
moBs o4|oumed frmn time to time, with the view of 
forwardbv a new airangement. Froqa these ineC^ 
foctnal endeavours to aecommodate party viewa, 
the business of the nation was suspended, and move 
than a month passed in a kmd of mmisterial inter, 
regnom. > 

The want of an efficient goverament couM be at 
no time more aeverely felt than at tUs. At bom* 
the disembodying the militia, the discharge of sen- 
men, the. reduction of soldiers, the neidect of giv- 
ing them their pay, contributed to fiU Fortsmeuth 
and Plymouth with tumult and confusion, and spread 
mutinies and riots all over the kinadom. But these 
were not the only matters that .called for the atten- 
tion of government. Our negetialioos with foreign 
powers were not brought to an end. No definitive 
treaty was concluded with France and Spain. No 
commenaal aUiance was a4|usted with America, 
and the Bast India Company required the immede- 
ate aid of parliament both with regard to its fereign 
and domestic concerns. . 

Such was the state of public affairs, when Coke^ 
member for Norfolk, moved, on the twenty-foforth of 
March, an address to the king, " That he would be 
graciously pleased to take Into consideration the dis- 
tracted and unsettled state of the empire, and ooo. 
descend to a compliance with the wishes of this 
house, by forming an administration entitled to the 
ooDfidence of his peoj^." This address was nnaal> 
mously carried, and jureseniad to the king, by eueh 
members of the house as were privy connseUara. 
His magesty replied, " That it was bis earnest desire 
to do evety thing in his power to comply with the 
wishes of his faithful commoiis.*' This answer not 
being deemed sufficiently explicit, lord Surrey moT- 
ed, in a few days after, another address, framed in 
very strong and pointed terms, *' Amurmg his ma- 
iesty that all delays in a matter of this moment, 
have an inevitable tendency to weaken the anther, 
i^ of his government, and most humUy intrnatieg 
bis mi^es^.thathe will take such measures towards 
this object as may quiet the anxiety and apprehen- 
sion of his faithful sul^ecto." But Pitt, dedaiin'g 
that be had resigned his office of chancellor of the 
exchequer, and that any resolution or address rela- 
tive to a new arrangement of ad minis tratioo was 
unnecessary, Iiord Surrey consented to withdraw 
his motion : and the ministers, who, reluctant to 

auit the luxury of power, had lingered in office to 
\o last moment, now gave place to their determin- 
ed and victorious antagonists. 

COALmON MINISTRY-ACT AGAINST 
APPEALS FROM IRELAND. 

Th k duke of Portland was placed at the head of 
the treasury ; and lord John Cavendish was reap 
puinted chancellor of tho exchequer ; lord North 
and Fox were nominated joint secFet<vri«s of state, 
the first for tho home, the latter for the f^rei^ da. 
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paHmeut; knd Keppel, who luul recently resigned 
•n aoooant i.f hm oaapprabatioa of the peace, wae 
a^ain placed at tiba fiaad of tha admiralty; lord 
Monnont was created preeideat of the cooncil ; and 
lord CariUe was advaaoed to the post of tord prhy 
aeal. The great seal was pat into commlaBioa : the 
chief joadco Loog^iboraagfi, so disttngaishedforpo- 
Ulical TorMtility, ** Who eovUd change and change 
and yet go on/* being dedared first lord coaunaa- 
•ioner ; the earl of Northingtaa was appointed to 
tlia goraraBMBt. itf Irdaad ; and Bnrke was rein- 
stated in his fonsier post of paymaster of the forces. 
Of the seren cafalnot aunisters, die minority, who 
also oecnpied the most important posts of adminis- 
tration, were of the old whig, or RoiBkinglum party. 
Lord Stormont, lord North, and lord Canisle, con- 
tenting dMmselres radier with a participation of 
hononiB and enMhonents. than of power. 

Notwithstanding, Ihaverore, tho adaussion of those 
tory Mvds into the ministry, it conld not hut bo ao- 
kaowledaed, as to aU the grand poiposes of gerem- 
rnsnt, a Whig administration : more especially when 
the ability, the Tigonr, and the decision of its efficient 
leader were justly and impartially estimated. Bat 
nnfortanately ajuaotion of parsons whose principles 
were radically hostile, operated to «««■»<««■** pnidic 
oonMenoe in their SMasures ; ^pd therefore, while 
it obtaiBed them a ccmplate conquest, it deprired 
them of the mora solid adTantagas of -rictory. 
. One of theflrat meaaaras of the new ministry was 
to expedite the passing of a Un before pending, 
" for |n«renting any writs of error or apfMal from 
the kingdom of Irriwad. fimn being receiTOd by any 
of his maiesty's courts m Great Britain ; and of re- 
nouacinf in express tanas, the legislative andwricy 
of the British parliament in relation to Ireland.'' 
Thi^ bill was a naeeasary oaasaooance of the gene- 
ral plan of Irish rnnaneJiiatioB : for tha mere repeal 
of tha declaratory act <Ud not, in tha contemplation 
of tha oomason law, make any dUBurenee whatever 
in the relative situation o€ the two oountries. 

Mr. FoK lost no time in attempting to Teasove 
•vary ohstacla which opposed the opening an iav 
mediata intemmrse with America; and eaily in 
April he moved for Iberty to bring in a *« BiO for 
preventing any amnifesto, oertifiaato, or other do- 
cument being rtqnired frimx any sh^ beloogfaig to 
the United States of America, aniving from ttience 
at any port of this kingdom ; or upon entering or 
cl«arina out firom any port of tliis kmgdom, fur any 
port wuhin the United States." The bill in its ori- 
ginal shape, was supposed to go too for, by estond- 
lag an iadulgenoe that might be made subservient 
to the practice of smuggling ; an amendment was 
therefore adopted, limiting for a certain time the 
powers to be vested in the king, after which it was 
carried throagh the commons, and with soma slight 
oppoaitaon passed the lords. 

INDIAN APFAIKS. 

Tub very critical situation of oar afikirs in the 
east next engaged the attention of pariiaaumt. The 
house of commons had appointed a select commit- 
teo to examine into the state of the British demin- 
*40s in India* ■ In the prosecution of this important 
*nq«ury» it was /Usoovered that the administration 
of ^astica in the pro? incoe of Bengal, Bahar, and 
Onssa* had been perverted to the base purposes of 
peculation, plttnoer^ and oppression, and tnat cor- 
ruption, fraud, and mjustice, parraitod all the de- 
partmeais of the company's government in India. 
-~These alarming diacoveries produced a general 
unity of opinion amongst pubuo men of every d»- 
scriptioUf on the immediate necessity of taking some 
effectual step, to rescue the British name from dis- 
grace, to sestore to (ha natives the pure administra- 
tion of mUd mid equal laws, and to secure and im- 
preto our.territorial jpossessions in India. 

To a representotion of the defeoto and abuses of 
Indian government, succeed e d in a fow days a dis- 
cjlosura of tlie ruined state of the company's finances, 
by a bill iatrodaced by Sir Ucnry Pletoher, " For 
suspending the payments of the company now due 
to the royal exchequer, and for enabling them to 
borrow the sum of three hundred thousand pounds 
for their farther relief." 

Lord John Cavendish declared this bill to be only 
& branch of a larger plan ; and that it was brought 
forward separately, in order to answer an exigency 
which did not admit of delay. 

lu tti-i upper house, lord F rwilliam dwelt on 
the desperate situation of the East Lidia company. 
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and aAnued, " that, nnless'the bm passed, their 
baakraptey would be inevitable. The oxpenditan* 
of their settlements had for exceeded their re- 
venue ; bills had been drawn upon them which they 
were unable .to answer withoat a temporary supply, 
so that the existence of the company depended 
upon the success of the hlU ;" which accordingly 
passed both houses witti litfle difficulty or oppo- 
sition. 

Here it may not be i mprop e r to remark, that 
about this period. Intelligence was received of an 
event,' that opened a prospect of a favourable change 
to our aflUrs in the east. This was peace being 
concluded with the Mahrattas. This advantego to 
Great Britain, and to the East India company, was 
soon followed by the death of Hyder Al^, a man 
eminently disttaguished for an enterprising spirit, 
and vigour of mind ; who entertaiaed the most 
rooted aversian to the Engllrii namo ; and who l^ 
his power, courage, and military skill, had long 
provod himself, the most daring and fonnidaUe of 
all the company's enemies. 

PirrS REFORH BILL 

Thb former motion of Pitt for an Inquiry into 
the state of the repreaentetion being negatived, he 
new brought forward (May 7lh) a specific plan 
for adding one hundred members to the counties, 
and abolishing a proportionable number of the 
burgage-tenore, and othor small and obnexioas 
boroughs. The rerival of this important sul^ect, 
which had deeply agitated the 'public mind, pro- 
duced an animated debate ; in the course of which, 
the discordant sentiments of ministers did not fail 
te Awaken afresh* the resentment of the house 
against tho " iU-starred coalition." 

Lord North, in a strain of allusive pleasantry de- 
clared, *' That, while some with Lear, demanded a 
hnndred knighta, and others with Goneril, weta 
satisfied with fifty, he with Regan exclaimed. No, 
not one." 

Fox, whose opinion on this great national ques- 
tion, was totally irraconcHeable with Oat or his 
brother secretaiys, very honourahly p refe r red the 
Gonsutency of pnbuc character to every considera- 
tion. " In his opinion the constitution required in. 
noration and renovation. Ito nature exposed it to 
change ; and he regarded it as one of iti chief 
exceUences, that it was oapahle of renewed im- 
provements. It might thus be gradaaUy carriedt e 
perfection." 

While the diseossion of this important subject 
exposed the absurdity of one ooanoon, it Is very 
remarkable that it paved the way for another in 
avery view cectainiy as singular and extraordinary. 
X)ie Lord Advocate for Scotland, who had all along 
distinguished himself by his seal for high prero- 
gative, suspended upon the -present occasion his 
natural sentiaBonto, beoame at once a convert to 
the doctrine of reiiwm, and aaserted his entire ap- 
probatton of Pittfs resolutions. He stood up boldly 
tiie advocate of the paoplo, and affirmed, ** that tlm 
yielding to their wishes would be the happiest 
means of putting an end to their complaints ; and 
would certainly give a fresh infusion of fine blood 
into the constitution of the house of oommons." 
Though the lord advoeate and Pitt had been in of^ 
fico together during the short-lived Shelbume ad- 
ministration, they had oontinuiBd until now rather 
shy than fomiliar, but this unexpected support and 
patriotic effusion effected a cordial and lasting 
union between those two celebrated characters. 
But Pitt's motion and resolations were loot by a 
majority of two hundred and ninety-thiee te one 
hundred and forty-nine. 

Pitt having fiiiled in his attempt to improve the 
constitution of the house of commons, alderman 
Sawbridge brought forward* May sixteenth, his 
motion for shortensag tiie dnmtten of parliaments. 
He observed ««^that he had heard the Britiah con. 
stitution characterized on a fotmer day, as the most 
glorious fobric, the work of ages, and the wonder 
of the world. It was his rooted persuasion, that 
the British constitution, till the decollation of 
Charles the firs^ was a system of tlie most wretch, 
ed despotism. No ^eam of liberty had ever shone 
out till after that era. It was in late times only, 
that the flame of public liberty illuminate tho 
constitution. It was in late times only that our 
constitution had become tiiie wonder of the world. 
To talk of it as having been so fot* ages, was 
to folsify rooords and mstory." The motion of 
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Sawbridgo wm Beeondsd by alderman BnU, and 
WHrmly •opported by the ean of Sorrey and o^Mmi 
bat waa Mwt by a nu^oiity oC one himdrad and 
twenty-three to fifty-aix. 

QUAKERS PETITION AGAINST THE SLAVE 

TRADE. 

A aiLL in regulating the trade of tib* AMoan 
Company, being introdaced towards the cloae of 
the •oMion, with a clanso prohibitiog the oiBcen of 
tlie company from exporting oegroea, ttiat humane, 
iatelligent, and respectable dass of citisens, kanwn 
by the appellation of QuaLen, oonToned in their 
annual aoaembly in the metropoSi, embraced this 
AivonrabLe occasion to petition the house of com- 
mons, " That the olaose in qoestion might be ax- 
tended to all persons whatsoerer, professing theai- 
selres deeply affected with the oonsideration of the 
rapine, oppression, and blood ■***"'»*"g this traf- 
flo: under the ooantenanoe of the lawa of this 
oountry , say the petitlonem, many theasands af these 
bur feuow-creaturei, entitled to the natnal righta 
of mankind^are held as personal property in croel 
bondage. Your petitioners regret that a nation 
profeeinng the christian Mth sfamild so Ihr counter- 
act the pnndples of humanity and Justice.'' This 
petition awahened in a remarkable degree, the 
compassion of the honae, and of the public, for 
those unhappy beings, and laid the foundation of 
the subsequent noMe and generous eflhits, te 
effect a total abolition, of this detestoble and inhn- 
wu» commerce.* 

A variety of business ooomrehendiag detafls not 
auAeieatly imp o r tant to elaun a place in history, 
having been completed; the parliamont was at 
length prorogued, Jnlj ^teenOi, by a speedk, in 
which his miQesty declared his intention of calUng 
them together at an earlv period, in order to re- 
sume the consideration of the aOhirs of the East- 
Indies, which would demand their most seiions and 
nnintermitted attention. 

In die course of ttie summer, fow matetial events 
occuirod deserving of particniar notice. The king, 
by virtue of an act passed for that purpose, issued 
an order in councO. limiting the commerce between 
the continent of America and the British West- 
India islands, to ships British buOt. This was con- 
formable to the grand principle on which Om act of 
navigation was originally founded ; and though this 
restriction gave extreme oilhnco to the InhabitantB 
of the United Htates; they had certainly no inat 
reason to complain, as they could hare no possible 
right to claim the advantages of dependence and 
Independence at one and the same tone. 

On the third of September the defoihlve treaties 
of neace with Prance, Spain, and America, were 
with some alteration signed ; and also preliminaries 
of peace with the States General, by which all the 
oonqueats of England were restored, except the 
town of Negapatnam on tiie coast of Coromandel, 
which their High Mlghtineosee were at last moat 
reloetantly compelled to cede. 

In the speech from the throne, at the meeting of 
parliament on the eleventh of November, his map 
Msty, after noticing the conclusion of peace with 
rrance, Spain, and America ; and the ratification 
of the preUminary articles with the States General ; 
suted as a principal utiject of their consideration, 
the sitnation of the East India company. '<The 
utmost exertions of theii wisdom," he said, ** would 
he required to maintain and impmve the valuable 
advantages derived from our India possessions ; 
and to prooMte and secure the happiness of the 
natlv« inhabttanti of those provinces." The ad- 
dress passed without opposition. 

POX'S INDIA BILL. 

On the eighteenth of NoTomber, acootdiady. 
Fox. moved for leave to bring In a bm fbr vesnng 
the aflhirs of the East-India company hi the hands 
of certain commissioners, for tl^e benefit of the 
proprietary and the public. The plan pcppoeed by 
Pox, was marked with all the eharseteristacs of bu 
ardent, darina, and 'luminous mind. The total de- 
rangement or die finances of the* company, and 
Aeff utter incompetency to gorem the vast terri- 
tories of which they had by very questionable means 
obtained the possesslou, was too evident to admit 
of contradiction. The evil was notorious, and diffl- 
cult indeed was the task of devistag an adequate 
remodv. Ttiis fiunous bill proposed to take at onco 
from tha directors and proprtotors, the entire ad- 
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minlitratlon, both of thalr tanitorial and 

cial aflUxs ; and to vast the managaa 

tion of them in the handa of aevea 

named in the bill, and irremovable bgr ^a 

except in oenaeqnenoe of an addrasa or eitha 

of parliament. These coaamisslonam wiara la be 

assisted by a subordinate board of nine directors, tu 

be named in the first instance, by par liamant, 

afterwards chosen by the prepiietons. 

These nmiMMlsskmurs and direotars ware 
powered to enter immediately feato i 
unds, tenements, books, records, veasela. goods, 
merchandise, and securities. In trust for tbm com- 
pany. They were required to come to a darWen 
upon every question within a Umltsd time^ or te 
assign a specmc reason for their delay. They ware 
never to vote by baBot, and diey were abnoat in hB 
eases, to enter upon thek- Joiii-nals the reasons ef 
their vote. They were to submit one* In avoryaix 
months an exact state of their accounts to Ae oonrc 
of prspriatom^ and at tlie beainnnig of every 
sion to present a atatement of dwir afidrs te ~ 
houses of pariimneat. 

This bUTwhi^Teatad tha govenment fai 
miasioners^ was to eoatinne in foi 
that is, tiU tha year aHar tha nent general < 
It was aocompuii^ by a seoand bin, uaaauua 
gulations for om fnture government of tte Bnt 
territories in Hindostan. It took flmn tha 
nor-goneral aB power of acting inde p a n d enflv off 
his counciL It declared every ecEbtlng Britioli 
power in India incompetent to the aoammtion or 
exchange of any tarntary in behalf of ^m com- 
pany i-'-to tbm acceding to any treaty of partMen ; — 
to the hiring out the oompany'C troopa; ta tha wm. 
pointment to oflce of any perMn mmeeed for mm- 
dameaiwur; and to the hmng eat any 




any dvil servant of the company. 
menopoHes ; and ako declared every fl 
sent recoverable by any nenon for Ws 
benefit. B«t timt part « 
wbkh the principal value 
its author, related ta tha 
landholders, whom it amplovad 
aacure in the possession of tieir 




and to defend from oppra* 
cularly ende a voured to predade aU 
claims that might be made 
vhibitad 
every doubtfA claim ta the 
sure of the commissioners. 

It Is scarcely poesiUe ta eoneelva 
ment excited m the house of commona by the dis- 
closure of this aystom. It was a sn ou s ed uri A aeal 
and enthusiaBm by dm friends of the nrinistev; and 
it was attadied by his opponents with aB tte vn- 
hemence of iadlgaacion, and aB die aaetgy af in- 
vective. It was on one side ef the house emtniiad 
as a master piece of genius, virtne, and aUBty : 
while on die other it was reprobated as a deep and 
dangeroas design, ftuught with miaohicf and 
Pitt disdnguiahed himself on this oocaslon as t 
midaUe advensry ef the minister. He 
lodged, ** that India indeed wanted a reform, b«t 
not such a refonn as this. The luB under • 
ation induded a confiscation of the praparty, and a 
disfranchisement of (he meBBben of the East ~ 
company. Hie influence which would 
this MB — a new, en uimous , 
enoer-was hideed in the Mgheet degree "alamring. 
Seven commlsslonen choacb oeteaidbly by parBn- 
it, but reaBy bv administration, ware ta in- 



volve in the vortex of their anthoritv, tha pat|[wmga 
and treasures of India. The right honou r able mot<. 
or had acknowledced himself to be a asan-AT mtmh 



acknowledged 
tion, and it now appffved that ha was p w parsd H 
sacrifice the king, the pariiament. mid tha paipla 
at the shrine of his amMdouk Ha deofarsd m t^ 
vate his present connecdons io aMuatian In which 
no poVdcal coni^tMons, and nc variations of pawer, 
might be able to destroy their importan«$e| and ter- 
minate their ascetidency.'' 

On the other hand, Fox with hla astonishing ale. 
qnence and aUBty vindioated the taOl. The arg«. 
meats of his ofiponents,'he said might have been 
adopted witt addidonal propriety, l^^ king Jaasas 
the second. He night have chdmed die p t vpmly 
of dominion; but what had been the language of 
the people T No, you have no property in domin- 
ion ;— dominion was veeted in vou, as It is in every 
chief magistrate, fur the benefit of the community 
to be governed. It was a sacred trust delegated 
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T«u have abotfed the tnuC You hare 

. ^ ibr tiM imnofle of Teautloii and 

tyrvnnjr, aot of comftnt. protoeaoin, and good order. 
We CMreforB reeome tae power indoh wai origin- 
aOy OQTi. I am alao (eontmaed Fox,) ehaned with 
tecreaaiof the Inflomee. and g<Tin^ an namea«e 
a cceM l on of jpower to fbe orown. But certainly 
tibia bin at little anfmenta the Inflaence of the 
crown, aa any aMaaore tiiat coold be detised for 
tifte forenuaaent of India, witli tiie dif hteat promiae 
of anoceaa. Tke rery genius of inflaenee conaiated 
in l»pe or fear ; lear of loaing what we had, or 
hiqpe of gaiaiog nuira/ Make the commiaaioneri 
avawvable at will, and yoa let all the little paa- 
alona of hoaun nature uoat. Inreat ttem with 
Bowei^ imen the aame tenure aa the Biitiah Jodgea 
■old Ihefir atation, raaBOTable upon deHoqaeocy, 
poniahaUe npen gnUt, bat isaileaa of dangerlf they 
dliaharge their tmatj and tliey will be Uable to no 
aedneeaaant, and will exeente tfieb Ivnotiona wl^ 
idory to fheinielro, and for the common good of 
mo eaurtry and mankind. Thia bUl preaomea tiie 
yeetibility of bod adminJatrationi for erery word in 
K branthea anapicion. It aoppoaea that men are 
hmk men j it oonMea in no integrihrj^t tmata to 
Booharaetor. It annezea rmpraafbdlty, not only 
to every aetlon, hot trrem to tiie inaction of the 
powera it haa created. He woold xiak (he aaid) bia 
bU ^on the oxoellenoe of thia bin. He would liak 
upon it ndrnteror waa moat dear to him, whaterer 
▼alned, the ^araoter of integrity, of ta- 
n, at preatnt reputation and foture 
he wmdd atake upon the conatita* 
tianai aafoty, the enlarg^tpoUey, the equity and 
wladom of oie meaanra. Wbatorer therefore might 
bo the foto of iti anthera, he had no fear that it 
would pa oduc e to tUa oo uu u y OTorr Ueaaing of 
comaaoMo and varenme; and by ejctenaong a gener- 
one and hauno goToitoment orer dwae nuDlona 
itule diapenaationa of proridenco 




had plaeed under ua in the remoteat regtens of the 
eairth ; it would consecrato the name of Rngland 
among tte nebieat of nattnAa." 

Wtaue the bin waa pending in the counnooa, a 
petitton waa preaented oy the Beat India oompany, 
reprmenHng the meaaure aa airiMreniTe of their 
cbmrter, and operating aa a ccnflacatlon of dieir pro* 
pevty witlmut ehaxging againat them any apeoifto 
doHnqooBey ; without tiia^ witfumt conTietioB ; a 
proceeding eantrary to the moot aaoned nririlogea 
of Britiih aul^feeti ; and praying to be hoard by 
conniel againat the bin. The dty itf London alao 
took dM ahmn, and preaented a atrong potitioo to 
the aaaao effect. But it waa carried with unoom- 
aaon rapidity through aU ito atagea in the houae of 
aeonBona bv doelalTe maftritiea^ the diriaion on the 
aa e and reading being two hundred and aerenteen 
to one hundred and three Toicea. 

On the ninth of DecoBEdber Fox, attended by a 
aumorooe tram of membon p r eae nt ed the bill at 
the bar of dio houae of lords. 

FOX'S BILL THROWN OOT BT THB PBBRS. 

Tbb aecond reading of the biU took place on the 
Afleenth of December, when counael waa heard at 
tiw bar in behalf of the co n ipeay! and on the aoTon- 
it waa moTOd that the bm be rejected. On 

.^ lord Camden anoke with creat ability 

the bin, which hia lordahlp ainrmed to<be 
"In tto higheat degree pemieioua and onconadto- 
tioiial. To divoot nut company of tliB management 
of dieir own propertv, and commercial concema, 
waa to treat mem aa Iobots ; and ho regarded tte 
bin, not ao much in the Hg^t of a comrnimion of 
ban kiuptoy aa of lunacy. But aa a moana of throw- 
ing an enormoua addition of weight into die acale. 
not of legid, but mlalateiial Influence, It waa atili 
more alarming. Wen tliia biU to paaa into a law, 
hiilordabip forcibiy d ec lar ed, we ahould aee the 
Ung of"Rngiand and the king of Bengal contending 
for aupeiiority in the Britiih parliament.'' After a 
▼ehement debato, the motion of r^cdon waa car- 
ried bv nInetT ft^ aninat aerenty aix Toioea. 
Saeh waa me concluding acene of an adminlatra- 
im whoae Tigoor ita partiaana had conceiTOd 
It apngaine hopea ; and whoae strength had 
r ep r esented by its enemies so raat and irresia 



tnde, aa would in its progress break down aU the 
faanton of the oonatltution. As the first dirisions 



in Ae upper houae were foTourable to thia fain, it 
wfM naturally bo Iniaainwd that such a sudden and 
ibto OMaiga of am d m en t, muat hare 



occaaioned by the futerrendon of aome poworfnl 
cauae. adequate to ao extraordinary and unexpected 
an eflrect. On the elerenth of December, earl Tern- 
pie had a conforence with his m^ieaty, which ai^ 
pears ptineipany to hare turned on the bOl then 

Ciidfaig in parliament. Though it was generally 
lierea that the moat entiro oordiaUty and oonft> 
donee on an pointa did not subsist between the Una 
and his miaistors, yet npon this measure they had 
obtained his perfoct concurrence. It was probably 
die language diat had been bold by some of the 
members in the house of commons, who, in the heat of 
debate badaaserted, that if the bOl pasaed intoalaw, 
the crown would be no longer worth wearing, tliat 
ihrst excited doubu in the royal breast. The mdnp 
arch considered himself as miTing been duped and 
deceiTod by his conlldevtial servanta. A card waa 
immediately written, stoting, '* that Us majesty al- 
lowed earl Temple to say, mat whoerer voted for 
the India fain was not only not his friend, hot would 
fae considered fay him as his enemy. And if these 
words were not strong enooi^, earl Temple might 
use whatever words he might deem stronger or moro 
to die purpose." 

An interference of so extraordinary a naturo,WBa 
not likely to pass without animadrersion and oeoh 
sore. WuUam Baker, accordin|dy, moved the house 
ef commooa on the seventeenth, the very day diat 
the bm was rejected by the lords ; " That it was 
now necessary to declare, that to report any opin^ 
ion, or pretended opinion of the king upon any oil^ 
or other proceeding depending in either houae of 
parliament, with a view to influence the votes of the 
members, was a high crime and miademeanor.'' 
After an animatod debate the house divided upon 
die queation, when the resolution was carried by a 
mi|}ority of seventy three. 

C0NTB8T BSrWEBN THB CROWN AND THB 

COHlfONS. 

This contest between the crown and the com- 
Bwns preaented to the public a acene truly novel 
and interesting. Prerogadve and privilege at war, 
ia one of those alarming events, wbidh the wisdom 
of preceding reigns had taken care to ptnvent. Ilio 
crown thernbre boldly entering the lists with the 
oomnMns. exhibited a conduct withimt example in 
die annaia of the preaent royal fomily. The sitn»> 
don of the prince was critical : ho had gone por> 
haps too for to bo able to recede. The aolniateiu 
were committed upon their Indian systsm, and 
could not without a total sacriflne of peraonal inde- 
pendence, and the ropntation of principle, aban d on 
me scheme. It waa imposaaUe to diacover a medt 
um to preserve unwonnded the honour of both. 

An entire change of adminiatration was theroforo 
determined npon ; and accordingly at midnight on 
the eighteenm of December, a royal mosaage waa 
sent to die secretaries of state, demanding the soala 
of their several depttrtaaenti, and at the same tiaao 
directing that they should be ddivered to the sove- 
reign by the under secrotarlea, aa a personal inter- 
view would be disagreeble. Early next morning 
letters of dismission, signed Tempis. were sent to 
the other members of dke cabinet. In a fow daya 
after, Pitt was declared first lord of dm treasury, 
and cliancenor of die exehequer, die marquia of 
Carmarthen and Thomas Townshend, creatcid lord 
Sydney, were nominated aeeretarles of state ; lord 
Thurlow waa rdnstoted aa lord chanceWor; earl 
Oower aa president of the oonncfl ; the d^teof Ru(> 
land was constitatod lord privy seal; lord Howo 
plaeed at the head of the anniralty ; and the dako 
of Richmond of the ordnance. Um earl of North' 
ington waa recalled from his government of Iro- 
land, to which lord Temple, who had retained thf 
aeala of aoerotary only throe days, waa again ap- 
pointed to succeed. 

On tlM twenty-second of December the house of 
eomnufns, being in a committee on the stoto of the 
nation, ^ddne moved, " That wa. addreaa be pre- 
sented to the king, stating, that alaraalng roporta 
had gone forth of an intended dissoladon of paitt^ 
ment, and humbly representing to his majes^, the 
inconveniences and dangers of aprorogatien or dls- 
ofdution in the present coi\)nnctnre : and entreathig 
the Bovereign to hearken to die advice of that house* 
and not to the aoerot advloe of particular persona 
who alight have private Interests of their own, se- 
parate from dietmo intereats of the king and pee- 
pie."— This addrwa wm cacrfed withent a diviite» 
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aad on the twenty-fourth WMpreMOtad to tho aove- 
reign who returned the fbllowfog answer: " Gentla- 
men, it has been my constant ol^oct to employ 
the authority entmsted to me by the cosstitation- to 
its trne and only end, the good of my people ; and 
I am always happy in •concnrring with the wishes 
and opinions of my faithful commons. I agree with 
yon in thinking that the support of the public credit 
and rerenue must demand your most oaraest and 
Tigilant care. The state of the East Indies is also 
an ol:r)ect of as much delicacy and importance as 
can exercise the wisdom and JQstice of parliament. 
I trust yon will proceed in these considerations 
minh aU conTenient speed, after such an a4)oum- 
ment as the present arcumstances may seem to xe- 
qaire ; and i assure you, that I shall not interrupt 
your meeting, by any exercise of my prerogatiTS, 
either ofprorogation or dissolution." 

1784. The house now with tolerable satisftbction 
adjourned for the usual Christmas recess to the 
tenth of January, 1784; on which day the commit- 
tee on the state of the nation was resumed ; and 
■ereral resolntiona were brought forward by Fox, 
and agreed to by the house ; prohibiting the lords 
of the treasury from assenting to the acceptance of 
th(B eompaoy's bills from India ; forbidding also the 
issue of any of the pnbKe money after a proroga- 
tion or dissolution of parliament, unless the aict of 
approbation shall haye preriously passed; and 
ordering accounts to be laid before the house of 
the monies already issued. These resolutions were 
followed by a motion f^m the earl of Surrey, ** 1. 
That in the present situation of his majesty's domin- 
ions it was peculiarly necessary that there should 
be an admioistration that had the confidence of the 
pohllc. 1. That the late changes in his migesty's 
eooneilB were accompanied with circumstances new 
and extraordinary, and such as did not conciliate 
the confiitonce of that house." On this notion tiM 
house diTided, but it was carried in the aiBrmatiTe 
by one hnndrod and ninety-six to one hundred and 
forty-two Toices. 

On the sixteenth of January a resolutbn was 
mored by lord Charles Spencer, ** That the con- 
tiniuince of the present ministers in trusts of the 
highest Importance and responsibility, was con- 
trary to tiie principles of the oonstitutton, and in- 
jurious to the interests of the kin^ and people." 
Upon this question the house dlrtded, ayes two 
hundred and fire, noes one hundred and eighty- 
four ; so that the anti-ministerial m^ority was re* 
doced by defection from titty-tout to twenty-one 
ynices. 

Abont this time the chancellor of the exchequer 
introduced into the house, a bin for the better 
goremment of India, on principles which left the 
commercial concerns of the company in their own 
iiands ; and establishod a board of control, consist* 
ing of certain commissioners appointed by the 
king, p o ss e ssing a negatire on the proceedmgs of 
the company in all matters of goremment. On 
the motion of commitment, this bill was lost by 
two hundred and twenty-two against two hundred 
ttad fourteen— so that the opposition majority was 
BOW dimioished by an ominous defection to eisbt. 

Whaterer hopes the present cabinet might form, 
Drom this flatieiing accession of parliamientary 
etrength, they were still more encouraged by the 
addresses of thanks to the king for the remoral of 
his late mibistcrs, which now began to pour in 
from erery quarter of the kingdom. In this the 
city of London took the lead, and in their address 
they say, ** Your fidtbful citizens lately beheld with 
infinite concern the progress of a measure which 
equally tended to encroach on the right of your 
miQesty's crolTii— to annihilate Hxe chartered r^hts 
of the Bast India company— and to rai&e a power 
nnknown to this free goremment, and highly ioimi- 
cal to its safety. As ^is dangerous measure was 
warmly supported by your migosty's late ministers. 
We heartily rqjoice in their dismission, and humbly 
thank your nuQesty for exerting your prorogative 
in a manner so salutary and constitutional." And 
concluding in a style widely dtflTercut from the 
vsual tenor of tiielr addresses on former occasions, 
Ihey say, " Highly sensible of your migesty's pater- 
nal care and anc'ction for your people, we pray the 
Almighty that yon may long reign in peace over a 
free, a happy, and united iiation." 

Though the dismissal of the late ministers ori- 
ginated in a cause merely accidtatal, and on the 
part of the crown from a suddun and strong resent- 




ment at a suppoecd IsfMloii of dn 
yet the monarch acquised a ponu 
measure that eflhced for a time all xeooliection of 
fbrmer disagreements ; and elevated the loyalty of 
the people to a degree of ardour, which court flat- 
tery itself cannot but acknowledge was at least 
commensurate with the merits m the sorereign* 
Howerer grateful this circumstance might ptore to 
the ro^ feelings, and however acceptable .to th« 
ministers ; it still tailod in securing to goremmmt 
the advantage most essential to the interests of the 
country, an ascendency in the house of commons. 
Nor could the oppoeioon expect to possess long 
the gronnd^they now oconpied. Every gaaetta 
threatened them with three or four anlrirositiiff el 
thanks for their late removal from power; tibmr 
numbers were daily falling ofi^ and under soeh cir- 
cumstances the most sanguine could not hope for 
ultimate success. Both parties therefore -alarmed 
at the novel and dangerous situation of the oonn- 
try, seemed at length disposed to pause ; aad a 
bumber of respectable independent members hav- 
ing expressed a strong desire, that the great lead- 
ers of both sides would unite and form aa ^*i»T««tif- 
tration on a broad and conprehensive haeis, the 
idea was listened to with such general appn^Miion 
as held out for a time a tolerable prospect of ile 
bein^ carried into effect. 

With a view to forward this general union ot 
parties^a meeting had been held of the independent 
mterest of the house of commons. These gentle- 
men, finding their endcarours firuitless, in attempt 
ing to induce Pitt to an fctnal or virtoal resign^i 
tion of office ; or to bring the duke of Portlaud to 
negotiate on any other terms ; came at last to th« 
resolution that a message should be sent Cmm the 
king desiring an interview between his grace and 
Pit^ as the only rexnaining expediont that eoold 
preserre unsullied the honour oi both, withoot any 
concession of principle on either side. Hie asaf 
jesty accordingly complied with this request, and 
sent a message to the duke of Portland, exprcmiug 
his desire that an interview might take place be- 
tween his giaee and Mr. Pitt^ mr the p nr poee of 
arranging a newplan of administration on fair ami 
equal terms. The duke, previous to snoh ttter* 
view, requested to be informed in what e en e e ho 
was to understand the words fair and e^oal ; and 
Pitt declining any explanation, the negotiadun fin- 
ally terminated. < • 

The king and the nation at lar|(e were now evi- 
dently and openly united in sentnnent against the 
commons ; and the house of peers, who had hither^ 
to remained die silent and paanre speetaton of 
this extraordinary contest, thought pnqper to eone 
forward at this time, and at the motion of the earl 
of Effingham their lordships resolved, " I. That am 
attempt in any one branch of the li^;islataw te 
suspend the execution of law, by separatdyi 
ing to itself the direction of a uecretionary 
vested by act of parfiament, is u 
2. That by the known principles of the oonetitut^ 
die undoubted authority of appolntiag to tb» great 
offices of the executive government was solely 
vested in the king ; and that this bouse had everyt 
reason to place Uio firmest reliance on his m^eiHy*e 
wisdom in the exercise of this prerogatare*" Xhne 
resolutions, shaped in the fiunn of an addrees, weee 
presented to the king. It was not to be sainwud 
that so direct an attack upon the authociiy aad 
wisdom of the commont, would be passed over in 
silence.— In return thereibro they resolved, at the 
motion of lord Beauchamp, ** 1. That tike hoase had 
not assumed to itself a right to suspend the exeeor 
tion of law, and 2. that for them to declare their 
opinion respecting the exeorelse of any diserefioa<- 
ary power was constitutional and ai^eeable to 
established usage." 

The opposition, who were stiU the majority of 
the house of commons, found themselves daily m a 
more embarrassing situation. But no diflcnitics 
however i^essing, no dangers however foraiidahir, 
could subdue their spirit, or suspend their ezerw 
turns. On the eighteenth of February, pravloas to 
the house entering on business, Pitt thouigiit proper 
to acquaint tbem, not as a message from the *~ — 
but as a piece of information he conceived 
pledged to communicate, " That his j , 
not yet, in compliance with the reeolvlieiia of 
the house, thought proper to dismiss his mfaaiatera, 
and that his ministers had not resigned." This in- 
timation so far affocted the temper and feeUttfii of 
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fk9 hooMa that it WM found nMeMvry to a4}oiim 
for two d«yi, in order to recover a state of aind 
eoitaUe to the diaciuelon of a qnestion, which in- 
volved the character, the attribntes, and the exist- 
ence of the popular branch of tiie legislatore. On 
the twentietn of Fehroarv the houe met again, 
and an addrees, carried by a majority of twenty 
Toicea only, was presented to die una, exDresaire 
of " the reliance the boose had on the wisdom of 
the sovereign, tiUit he woold take sndi measnres 
as might tend to giTC. effect to the wishes of his 
foithfu commons, by remoTing erery obstacle to 
the formation of sach an administration as the 
house of commons had declared to be reouisite." 
To this the king again replied in terms nappily 
adapted to the occasion. He mentioned " his recent 
endeaTonrs to nnite in the public service, on a fidr 
and equal footing, those whose Joint eflforts might 
hare a tendency to put an end to the unhappy diri- 
■loos and distractions of the country. Obsenring, 
at the same time, that there was no specific charge 
or complaint suggested against his present minis- 
ters, and that numbers uf his subjects had ex- 
Sressed to him in the warmest manner their satis- 
iction at the late changes. Under these drcnm- 
stances he trusted his futhlU commons would not 
wish that the essentisl oAces of the executive gor- 
ernment shofuld be racated, until such a plan of' 
union as he had caDed fory and they had pointed 
out, could be canried into effect." 

liiis answer was by no means satisfoctory, and 
on ttie first of March a yet stronger address was 
moTod and carried, but by a still smaller majority 
than the Isst. The house, " humbly besount his 
m^esty that he would be graciously pleased to lay 
the foundation of a strong and stable goremment, 
by the previous remoral of his present ministers." 
To this address, whiofa went directly to the point 
at issue, and left no room for eresion, the King 
replied m the same mild and firm language as 
before, repeating, " that no charge nor complaint, 
nor any specific otgection, was yet made against 
any of his present ministers ;" and adding this 
remarkable obserration, '* that if there were any 
just grounds for their remoral, it ought to be equally 
a reason for not admitting them as a part of that 
extended and united administration which is stated 
to be requisite." > 

The measure of addressing having been fully and 
unavailingly tried, and it now appearing unquestion- 
ably dear, that any fortber experiment of tnis kind 
would prove useless and nugatory ; Pox, in the 
following week, moved a representation to the 
crown, a mode of ad dre ss in g to which no answer 
was customary, and which at great lengtii, and in 
energetic language, stated, " tiie dangerous and 
pemSclous tendency of thoee measures and maxims, 
by which a new system of executive government 
had been set up, wmoh. wanting the confidence of 
that house, ana acting in defiance of ttieir resoln- 
tlons, must prove at once inadequate by its inefll- 
deney to the necessary olgeets of government, and 
dangerous by its example to the Bbertlkts of the 
pe^^e." Thb motion was carried by a minority of 
one. 

On the following day, Foot pereelvin| himself 
deserted by many of Us partiians, afaandoaed his 
original intention of moving Hbm postponement of 
the mutiny bQl, as a security against a sudden and 
premature dissolution. Here then the contest fi- 
nally terminated, and administration obtained a 
complete rietory. And on the twenty-fourth of 
March the psriiament was prorogued, and the 
next day dtssolved by proclamation, and a new 
partiameBt convened to meet on the dghteenth <tf 
May. 

NEW PARLIAMENT. 

At thd general election, die influence of the 
crown being evidently eenaMned widi the inclina- 
tion of the eonntry, die eflbet prodneed waa aston- 
ishing. The cosutionists, even those who onee 
stood highest in the estimation of the pubKo, were 
almost every where thrown out. But the most 
distinguished contest was that of the election for 
tiM dty of Westminster ; where the parties main- 
Cained a long and violent struggle, almost as me- 
mmable as a battle between contending nations. 
Fox, however, to the surprise of all, cl essd thepoll 
with a maierity of two hundred and tliirty4ve ; 
but the Ugh bailiff, by a scandalous partiality, re- 



fused to make die return in his fovoor, for wluch 
an action was afterwards brought hy Fox, In dm 
court of king's bench, and a verdict widi large 
damages obtmned. 

The meetLag of parliament took place on dm 
eighteenth of may; and from dils.term we may 
date the commencement of the parliamentary 
existence of administradon. The remainder of die 
last session may rather be said to have been spent 
in a contest about places and power, than in the 
characterietic exertions of a regular government. 
The new ministers had now completed their ar« 
rangements; they had now obtained every advan- 
tage of situation ; and had leisure to pursue, and 
strength to carry those measures which were to 
decide their character as statesmen and legislaton. 
Hie kin|( in his opening speech expressed " great 
satiafoction at meeting his parliament at this tiine» 
after having recurred m so Important a moment to 
the sense of his people. He recommended to 
their most serious consideratian to firame suite- 
ble provisions for the food government of our pos- 
sesnons in die Bast-Indies. Upon this subiectp 
parliament would not lose si^t of the effect which 
the Ineasnres they adopted might have on our own 
constitution and ourdearestinterestsat home." The 
address of thanks proposed on this occasion, con- 
tained strong expressions of approbation respect^ 
ing the late dissolution. On this point, therefore, 
the house divided, and the address, as originally 
proposed, was carried by a minority of seventy-six 
voices ; a dediive proof that the dissolution had 
fully answered its iutonded purpose. 

HIOH BAIUFPS CONDUCT IN REFUSING 
TO RETURN FOX. 

Tax business which chiefiy occupied the attefr> 
tion of the house and the public for some time, was 
the complaint stated by Fox respecting the conduct 
of the high-bailiff of Westminster, who had daringlv 
refused to make the return In his fovonr, although 
he was evidently entitled to it from a large and de- 
cided mijorihr * 

On the twenty-fourth of May, a resolution waa 
moved by Lee, late attorney-general, "That the 
high-bailiff of Westminster, on the day upon which 
the writ of election expired, ought to have returned 
two dtiaens to serve In pvliament for diat dty." 
A long and violent debate ensued, but, on the nu^ 
tion of Sir Lloyd Kenyon, the previous questioa 
was put and carried, by more than two to one. It 
waa dien ordered diat the high bailiff and his 
deputy should attend the house on the day follow- 
ing. The only ground on which diat oficer rested 
his defence was that he had granted a scrutiny> 
and could not in consdenoe make the return tin 
its termination. But to this simple and barefaced 

eea, a decisive answer presented itself. He was 
lund, by die nature of his oflioe and Ae tenor of 
hto oath, to make his return at the period the writ 
waaretumdiie, according to the poll actually taken. 
If he really folt any of those soraples of consdenoe 
by which he pi-ofessed to be eesbarrassed, the law 
in parliament allowed him to iadude all thb three 
candidates in die same return; whidi would at 
onee have transferred the burdisn of the decision 
from his own consdenoe to the conscience of tho 
house. After long pleadings by counoO at die bar 
of the house on dtherjpar^ die motion waa renew- 
ed, ''that the high baififf be directed IbrthwiUi to 
make the return;" butto the astonishmant of every 
liberal mind in die kingdom, diis motion was on a 
diviaion finally nei^ved by a maijeti^ of seventy- 
dght It was then moved by lord Mfulgrave, and 
carried; " That the high baAff do proceed in the 
scrutiny with aBpeodble despatch." This onded for 
the present session this shamefol bu^naas. 

On the sixteendi of June, a motion was made by 
Alderman Sawbridge, <«that a committee be ap. 
pointed to inquire into the present stoto of the 
xepn^entation of die commons of Great Brilain 
in parliament." Pitt, in die usual hmguage off 
miaSsfecva, stated, that the time was impeopa', hut 
observed also, that the measurehadhis approbation, 
and he should bring the subject before parliament 
early next semion. But the most remarkable cir 
cumatance attendiog this debate was, that Dundas, 
who had supported the former proposition of Pitt, 
had the goed luck to escape the dmrge of incon- 
sisteney in opposing the present mewm, by tlie 
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fortonata dlMorary of a dlsdnction which preMnr- 
•d his repatation. Hl> olfaction was, that <lie 
oommittae now vaamd tot was a select committee, 
whereas tlie committee for which he had formerly 
Toted, was a committee of the whole house. Lord 
If olgraTe mored the preriovs question, which was 
earned by a mi^ori^ of serenty-fbnr. 

PITTS INDIA BILL. 

Pitt had now reached the svmnit of popularity, 
and the pabUc with imtmtieat anxiety expect the 

Srodoction of bis plan for the fatara goremment of 
ndia. He tharerore, introdnoed die solgect on the 
siztti of July, by a bill, fomided on the general 
principles of that rtgectad by the fonner parlia- 
ment, and to which the company had now aif en 
their slow and raloctant assent. By this bill, a board 
of control, composed of a certain numlMr of com- 
missioners of tne rank, of privy coanseUors, was 
astablishad, die members of which were to be 
appointed by die kingf and removable at his plear 
aure. lliis board was authorised to check, snper- 
intend, and control the dTil and military gorera- 
mant and ravenae of the comsany. The deniatchas 
transmitted by the court of durectors to the different 
prasidandas, ware to be prerioosly svloeoted to 
the inqpacdon of the board, and were also by diam 
to ha counter-signed. The directors were enjoined 
to pay due obedlanca to die orders of the board, 
toncfaug dTil and military goremmant and ra- 
▼annes ; and hi case such orders do at any time, in 
the opinion of the tractors, relate to matters not 
connected with these pomts, they are empowered 
to appeal to his asalesty in oonndl, whoaa decision 
is deoared flnaL The bin also enacted, that the ap- 
pointment of die coort of directors' to the oAce of 
garamoir'ganeral, nraddent, or eoonsdOor to the 
dUbrent presidencies, shall be sul^ect to the ap- 
probation and recal of his m^esty. As to the Ze- 
mindars, or great hereditary und-holders of India, 
who had been vlolendy diinosssmeil of their proper- 
ty, and who, agreeably to die generous and dedaiTe 
tanor of Pox's b&l, ware to hare been oniTersaUy 
and peremptorily rainstotod in tbair aemindariea, 
the present bill provided, only that an inquiry 
should be instituted, in order to restore such as 
should appear to have been irregolariy and unjust- 
ly dentived. Lasdy, a high tribunal was created, 
nr the trisl of Inuan ddinqnents, oonaisting of 
three Judges, one from each court, of four peers, 
and A members of the house of commons, who 
ware anthoiisad to judge widiout appeal ; te award, 
in case of conviction, me PunisMbent of fine and 
imprisonment, and to declare the party convicted 
incapable of serving die East India company. 
Such ware dia grand and leading featores of Pitf s 
bin. 

Fox, with his usual powers of discrimination, 
pofaitad out die defects of the bilL He observed, 
** diat it established a weak and inaflkdent gorem- 
mant, by dividing its powers. To the one board 
belonged the privilege of ordering and contriving 
measures ; to die other, that of carrying them into 
execution. Theories wUch did not connect men 
widk measures, were not theories for this world. 
Ae new tribunal he stigmatiaed as a screen 
for delinquents; as a palpable and unconstitu- 
tional Tiolation of the sacred right of a trial by 
Jury. Since no man was to be tried but on the ac- 
aosation of the comnany, or the attorney-general, 
ha had only to oondliato government in order to his 
lumaining in perfect ssicurity. It was a part of 
the gananl system of deception and deludon, and 
be would Taature to pronounce it a bed of Justice, 
whesa Justioe would for ever sleep." 

With an rha partiality of the house in ikvour of. 
Pitt, this bin was found to be so crude and imper- 
isct on its Arst appearance, diat almost aU his own 
Mends oljjectad to ana or odiar of its dausas : and 
in a Tariaty of subsequent amendments whkh it 
underwent, it may be said to have lost entirely its 
original shape i and after aU, such were its radical 
detects, that it required (as wiU appear in die se- 
quel) a dedaratory art to render it intelligible. 
With respect to die amendments, Sheridan hu- 
moraudy remarked, ** that twenty-ona new rlawce 
ware added to the bin, whidi were distingaished by 
the letters of the slphabet, and he requested some 
gentleman to suggest three more. In order to com- 
ptela the han-baok of the present ministry. On , 
dm me ti i of oanmitmen^ the numbers ware,' 



ayes two hundred and seventy-dx, noes dxty-oD« f 
and it was carried in triumph to the house orpaar^ 
where, after an oppodtion vigorous in point of ex- 
ertion, but feeble in regard of numbers, the IriU 
passed August ninth, 17M. It was bowoTer accom- 
panied by a protest, in which it was severdy brand- 
ed as a measure ineffectud in its providons, unjust 
in its inquisitorial spirit, and uneoustitationd in ite 
psrtid UMdition of the trial by Jury. 
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COMMUTATION TAX. 



Ok th« dismisdon of this unwelcome bnsint^^, 
^he attention of the house was immediatdy trans- 
ferred'to a bin introduced by the minister for the 
more effectual prerention of smuggling, which had 
of late years arisen to a most uarming bdgfat. 
This Un contained various prudential, bntsomewlu^ 
serere regulations. Tho distence from shore at 
which seizures diould in future be deemed lawful 
was extended, and the oonstrnctinc of vessels of a 
certdn form and dimension pecimarij ralrulated 
for smuggling prohibited. But br nr the moat 
extraorunary part of the present plan was the re- 
duction of tlte duties paid by die East India com- 
pany on the importotioD often, whicb was declared 
to be the grand medium of the smuggling traffic ; 
and the consaonant impodtion of a new duty on 
windows, alreaay most grievoudy burdened, to the 
amount of the defldency, stated at no lass than dx 
hundred thousand pounds per annum, llib was 
styled by the miniiter a commutotion tax, and the 
equity of it was defended on the dmple and Tagna 
idea, that teas being an article of univarsd 
sumption, the wdght of die tax would be comj 
sated by a projportiond abatement in the pi 
of the conunbdity. 

A vigorous but unavaiHng oppodtion was mi 
to the bin by Fox— He asked, " what connection 
diere was between an impost upon tea, and an im- 
post upon windows, to entitie the latter to be deno- 
minated a commutotion for the fonner 1 He 



ed It tobe the essence of finsndsl ii^Justioe and op- 
pression to take off a tax upon luxury, and subsn* 
tuto in its stead a tax upon that which wss of in- 
dispensable necessity.** The biU at length 
the house by a great m^ority. 

The remdning great operation of finance during 
this session, was the providing for the arrears m 
the unAmded debt left at the condusion of the 
war, amounting to more than twenty millions. This 
was disposed of pardy in the four per cents, and 
pardy hi a new created Ave per cent, stock, made 
irredeemable for thirty years, or untU twenty4lTe 
millions of the existing funds should be axtinguisb- 
ed. It must not be omitted, that the sum of sixty 
thousand pounds, was voted to his mdaatr* to en- 
able him to discharge the debt contracted on the 
dvO list. This was the fourth grant for the same 
purpose since his accession. A warm altaroatian 
took place as to Aa pradse period whan this debt 
was incurred. An however that the public could 
be fuDy oartifted of was, that with the dviUist re- 
venue of eight hundred thousand pounds, aitor^ 
wards increased to nine hundred thousand pounds 

Ser annum, exdudre of tho revenues arising from 
le crown luds, more dun fourteen hundred thou- 
sand pounds had bean TOted within the space of 
about fifteen years, for the payment of the debts 
of the crown. Hie stem observation of the great 
MUton codd not but forcibly recur at tU» time to 
the public recollection—*' That the vary trappings 
of a monarchy were more than auAdant to dafray 
die whole expense of a rapubUo." 

RESTORATION OF THE FOKPSlTED 
ESTATES. 

Tr I last measura which came before parliament 
during the preeent session, was a biU introduced 
by Dnndas for the restoration of die eatotaa for- 
feited in Scodand in consequence of the rebellion 
in 1715 and 1749, he declared ** the measure to be, 
in his opinion, worthy of the justice and gcneradty 
of parliament. He said there was not one of dm 
families comprehended in the scope of it, in whidi 
some person nad not atoned for the crimes and er- 
rors of his ancestors, by sacrificing his blood in (be 
cause of his country ; and that the sovereign had 
not for a long series of years past a more loyal sat 
of snbjactothaa the highlandersaad their < " 
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Of thia th* late lovd Ch*tkam wm daepW MmiMe, 
and that fflnatrioiia •tatenaan bad poblidy recof- 
BiMd the rectitude of tiia neaaore now piopoaed. 
He did not howerer mean, that the estatee ■honid 
be freed from tike clalma esistinf againat them at 
tiie time of forfeiture. TUa mif ht be regaided aa a 
premiam for rebellion. He therefbre propoaed the 
appropriation of aach aama, amoontnig to about 
eighty thouaand pounda, to public purpoaM ; itffcy 
th o oaand of which he would recommend te be 
employed in the ceomletion of the grand oaaal 
reaohing fhmi the Frith of Forth to that of 
Clyde." 

Thia liberal meaaora waa reeeiTed in a manner 
tkat did honour to the Ibelinga of the hooae. Fox, 



in particular, with ma uraal geneiealtyf beatewed 
upon it the higheat encou Juh ia. NeTertheleaa 
when the bUl waa aent to the lorda, it met with a 
moat determined realitance from me lord chanceir 
lor, who eiLpaliated with inuch aatiafaedon on that 
maizim of andent wiadom, wUoh pronounced drea* 
aon to be a crime of ao deep a dye,tliat nothing leao 
waa adequate to ila puniahment, than the total erad' 
ication <» the peraon, die name, and tiie fuaSLy out 
of the community. Fortunately on dividing the 
houae, thia nobleman waa left in a minority, and to 
the entire aatlsftction of the publlp the bill paaae«^ 
and an end waa put to tbrn aoaaion, Auguat twen* 
tieth» 1784. 



196 



HIStORY OF GREAT BRITAIN; 



/ 



CHAPTElt XX. 



Ueetittg of ParUament^Wettminster SeruHmg returned fty the Qmment—ParlUmenUiy Reform-^ 
The Skim Tax— The Hawkers and Pediars' 7^—beth m^vtf and oppreaHve—The Irish Cemmereiai 
PropositUnu passed the Commons— carried to the Lords— amended bg the Lords^^etumed ie the 
COMnrnms—dnaUg passed— Rejiectiens on the Sgstem of Commercial Intercourse held out bm the IrUh 
Propositions— Plan of Fortifications submitted to the House of Commons— Proposal of a Sinkimg 
Fund— Bill passed—The Civil List in Arrears— Burke commences his Charges agmnst Warren Hast- 
ings— Attempt to assassinate the HCing bg Margaret Ntcholson^TVeaSv of Commerce tsith France 
signed— A Convention wUh Spam respecting the British Settlements on the M^quito Share, and the 
Coast of Honduras— Consideration of the French Comme rcial Treaty— Embarrassed circ ua u tances of 
the Prince ot fVales—HastUigs' Impeachmtent resumed bg the Coaunons— Interference of the Courts 
of London and Berlin in the Affairs of Hoftandr^Meeting of Parliament— The East India Deelarm- 
tore Act— Hastings* Trial— A Bill to regulate the Transportation of Slaves passed— The King's In. 
disposUlonr— Disputes on the Mode of EstablUhing a Regenep— Notification oj the JTing's Reeoverjf— 
Parliament regularly opened— The Shop Tax repealed— Ivst and Corporation Acts—Africasi Siawe 
lyade—Pron^ation of Parliament. 



MBETINO OF PARUAXENT— WESTMIN- 
STER SCRUTINY CLOSED. 

r^HE ibort interral between the jprorogmtion of 
X parliament and its re-aMemblmg, proTed a 
period of profound national tranqaUlity, in which 
no erent occurred of sufflcient importance to de- 
mand particnlak' attention. The people of England, 
hia^y f ratiiled with the recent change which had 
talen place, aeemed to repose with onbonnded con- 
fidence in the wisdom and integrity of the present 
administration. The yonng premier had indeed be- 
come the idol of the public, and the most tfangnine 
hopes were indulged, that under his auspices, Bri- 
tain would soon resume her rank and dignity among 
the nations, and rise to a state of prosperity and 
splendour superior to die brightest era of her form. 
er greatness. «*. 

1789. Such appeared to be the temper of the pub- 
lic nrind, and such the flattering hopes of the na- 
tion, when the parliament of Great Britain assem. 
bled for its second s e s si on on the twenty-ftfth of* 
January 1785. The measure on this occasion, chiefly 
recommended in the speech f^m the throne, was 
the adjustment of snch points in the commercial in- 
tercourse between this country and Ireland, as were 
not yet finally arranged. The address of thanks 
betng carried unanimousW, die first business which 
engaged the attention of oie house of commons, was 
the state of tbe Westminster scrutiny ; and such 
was the Tiolent and malignant spirit with which its 
continuanoe was defend^ that this wretched bur- 
lesque on English jurisprudence was at tast digni- 
fied by the appellation of the " Court of Scrutiny." 
This court had now existed for a period of eight 
months, and only_ two parishes out of serenteen 
had been scmtiniaed; so that there remained no 
probability, by this mode of procedure, of deciding 
tbe questu>n of return during the existenoe of the 
present parliament. The Ugh bailiirhad no power 
to summon witnesses, to impose an oath, or to com- 
mit for contempt ; and in consequence of this miser- 
able Imbecility, both court and counsel were exposed 
to low and sarcastic buflbonery. 

Pitt, howerer, condescended to rindicate die pf6- 
oeedings of this judicature, and led Fox to rteark, 
" that he well remembered the day when he con- 
gratulated the house on the acquisition of Pitt's 
splendid abilities : it had been his pride to fight in 
ooi^unction with Um the battles of tLe consUtution : 
he bad been erer ready to recognise in the right 
honourable gentleman a formidabre rival, who would 
leare him far behind in the pursuit of glory; but ko 



had tierer expected that diis riral would becoose 
his pemecutor. He thought he had posseescd an 
oleratioii of mind wholly incompatible with so low 
and groreHing a passion. He considered the pre> 
ith regard to Westminster, as a . 



sent measure wit 

cedaneum to expulsion, without daring to exhibit 

any charge against the person expelled.** 

The motion of Welbore Ellis, *' that the high 
bailiir do attend at the bar of this house?* was at 
length negatired, FebruarT ninth, by one hundred 
and seTOoty-four, to one htmdred and thirty-fire 
Toices. This being but a slender majority, the mo- 
tion was renewed by colonel Fitxpatric and r^ectr 
ed by a minority of only nine : and was finally re- 

Seated by Alderman Sawbridge on the third of 
larch, and carried in the &ffirmatiTe, ayes one 
hundred and sixty-two, noes one hundred and twen- 
ty-four. Thus did the house, by a dedskm truly 
honourable to themsdves. and hi|^y satisfactory to 
the nation, leare the minister, and thereteran ^m< 
lanx of courtiers and king's firiends, in a disgi 
fni minority. Thus abrupdy terminated ttss 
dalous scrntiny, and tbe high bailiff next day : 
a return of lord Hood andinox* 

PARLIAMENTARY REFORM. 

As the late proceedings in parliament on the 
business of the scrutiny were viewed eren by the 
minister's friends with .inexpressible regret and as- 
tonishment, it was fortunate for Rtt that the^Uie 
attention was quickly transferred to a snlpect el 
high national imnortence, namely reform in die 
oommons bouse or parliament - In supporting this 
measure, which of all others has long been deemed 
by the wisest and best of men, the most essential to 
toe true honour and lasting interests of Britain, he 
discoTored a conduct more wordiy of his talents, 
station, and character, and which tended to rerxTo 
an the former flatteiing prepossessions in his Ha- 
Tour ; and he shone forth at onoe the patriot and 
statesman. 

This plan of reform was brought forward by Pitt 
cm the eighteenth of April, and in his introdnetory 
speech, '* He rose," be said, " widi hopes Infinitely 
more sanguine than he had Tentured to entertain 
at any former period. There nerer was a moment 
when the minds of men were more enlii^tened on 
this interesting topic, or more prepared fbr ita doe- 
ensslon. He declared his present plan ef reform to 
be perfecdy coincident widi the spfait of those 
changes wldch had taken place In the exercise d 
die uectiTe franchise firom the earliest agea, and 
not in the least allied to the spirit of 
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Xtntif JcBMs tfi6 flnt in Us flnt vtoobunalloB ftr 
caliiBf a paribuneot, dirtcted ifiat the aherlA 
■bofold not call upon roeb borooglni m wen dooay- 
ed and rnlnod to send memben to pafttament. For 
dds difleretlon, aa veatod in tho crown, ho waa oar- 
tafaily no adrocate ; Imt ha tHriiod to eataUiah a 
I»«manent mla to oporata like the dJaeretlon out of 
which the conttitnoen had ■prang. He wiihed/* 
he nid, " to bring fimraxd a plan that •honU be 
complete, gradnal, ittd pernanent ; a plan that not 
only corrected the hkeqaaHdea of the p t e acnt tya- 
teni^ bat wliieh vonld be competent to preserre the 
ponty it reatered, and gtre to the coaatitation not 
only censiflteney, bnt upeaiMe inunortality. It 
waa his deitgn that tho actnal nomber of the heme 
of oommona shoold be preaerred inTioIatia. Hla im- 
mediate object waa to aeiect a certain nnmber ef 
the decayed and rotten bOffoaglw, the right of repre- 
sentation attached to tUrty six itf whl», shoold be 
(ranstared tor the covntiaa, in soeh proportiona aa 
the wisdom of parUament might preacribe ; and 
that an nnneceasary harshneaa might be avoided, 
he recommended tlM apnropriatloki of a fond of one 
minion to be applied to ma parchaaing ttie franchise 
of soeh boroaans, on dieir ▼olnniarv application to 
parliamettt. When iUm waa eilheted, he pioposed 
y> extend Ae bill to the pnfchailng tlie franemae of 
atber boroogha, besidea the original thirty she ; and 
to transfer the right of reCnming members to large 
tbwns, hitherto nnrepreaented, upon their petition- 
ing parliament to be indulged with this pmifege." 
Hie other most Important particulars of Pitt's plan, 
were the admitting of copy-holders to an eqmdity 
widi f^ee-holders, and Oe extendfaig die fr^pichise 
In populous towna, where the electors were few, to 
the inhabltanta in general. The result of the min- 
ister's plan waa to giro one hundred members to die 
popular intereat in the kingdom, and ta extend die 
fiafat of election to one hundred dionsand persona, 
who, by the existing prorisiona of the law, were 
excluded from the prirflege. 

This plan, which was admitted on aB hands to be 
cautious, temperate, and weU digested, waa nerar- 
dieless destined to encounter die rafflery and ridi- 
cule of an opposition truly formidable m point of 
numbers ; for the bffl was rcrfected by a minority of 
two hundred and forty eight to one hundred and 
aeventy four TOices. 

SHOP AND HAWKERS' TAX— IRISH COM- 
MERCIAL PROPOSITIONS. 

Oh the ninth of May, the chancellor of the ex- 
chequer proposed that the reaMining part of the 
floatuig arrear of debt, consisting of nary bnis and 
ordnance debentures, should be fanded on iire per 
cent, stock ; and the intereat amounting to alMiTO 
four hundred thousand pounds per annmm prorided 
by fresh taxes. Among the taxea brought forward 
on diis occasion, waa one on retail shops, wUch 
proved singularly obnoxious. As this tax was pro- 
portioned to the rent of the house, it was inerltably 
destined to fall, almost exduslTely, upon die inha> 
Utants of die metropolis. It waa therefore with 
great Juatioe denommated neither more nor less 
man a partial ^ose tax; and the whole body of re- 
tall traders were unirenany agreed, that It was 
utterly impracticable to indemntfy themselves, by 
raislBg the price of dieir dUforantconmioditles upon 
the consumer. Struck, with the finroe at these and 
other argmnents, and conations of the extreme un- 
popularity of the measure, Pitt, by way of recinn- 
Snce to the shon-keeper, p r o p osed to revoke and 
tiB away die lioenoe frnan all hawkers and pod- 
whom he styled " a pest to the connaunity, 
a nursery and medium for the preaerration of 
illicit trade." The cause of tUs humble, useful, and 
ttnprotectBd description ^ nwn was generaOy and 

— " — '"^•t* ■■** ' 
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m die result* the mom 
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gendemen. 

changed 

severe restrictiona. 

But the sutgect which chiefly engaged the atten- 
tion of jparliament during the . present session, was 
the pro}ected plan of commercial intercourse with 
Ireland. This new system was ifarat introdaoed into 
the partiament of Irwand, on die seventh of Febru- 
ary, by Orde, secretary to the loid-Ueutenant» bi 
the form of ten pnmomtlons ; hut by sHi^t altera- 
dsa, and adistribntum of the sul(fect of one of them 
into tvi;o beads, they were increased to eleven. In 
thirstate they rtedvad the final assent of dM par- 



BSBsent of Irwand, en me KClaeBw of February* 
On tke twenty-seetrnd of the same month Pitt 
brought the saljecC before die Bridsn house of 
commons: and in the opening M thia important 
bostaeas, lie obserted, " that the species of wMej 
which had been ioug eaeffdsed by the EngUsn gov- 
in regard to Irdand, was calcnlated to 



debaa- her from the eajoTBaent and use of her 
resources, and to make her completely sidiservlent 
to die interest and opofoncy of this country. 




not tiU within a rery fow years tlmt the tystem had 
been reversed. StlD however the friture inter- 
eonne between the two kingdoms remained for 
legWadva wisdom to arrange ; and the propositiona 
moved by Orde in the Irish parUament, and ratifled 
by that assembly, held out a system liberal, benell* 
oial and permanent. If the queadon should be 
asked, whether, under die accumulation of our 
heavy taxes, it would be wise to equalixe die du- 
ties, and to enable a co un t r y free from those taxee 
to meet us in their own market and in ours, he 
woidd answer, that Ireland, with an independent 
lofialatarej would no longer submit to be treated 
with infonority. A great and gtaeroos eflbrt waa 
to be made by this country, and we wero to choose 
between inevitable alternatives. We must calculate 
from general and not from pardal views* Above 
aU, we should learn not to regard Ireland with aa 
eye of Jealeosy. It required litde philosophy to re- 
concile us to a competidon, which would give us a 
rich cuatomer instead of a poor one. The property 
of the sister kingdom would be a fresh and meXf* 
hauatible source ot opnlence to us.'* 

Fox remarked diat they had entireiy overioeked 
a question which appeared to hhn of prfaaary im- 
portance ; he meant the propriety and polKy of 
nermitting the produce of Africa and America to be 
brought into Great Britain through Ireland. By 
this meana we direw down fb» whole fobric of on* 
navigation laws ; even widi regard to the great ar- 
tide of tea, die period was not very distant, when 
die charter of tho East India company wouldexpire ; 
and according to the tenor of die resolutions now 
proposed, there certainly remained no jiower in 
this countrj to renew it with the same, or indeed 
any exclusive privileges. Fox severely censured 
the precipitancy widi which this busittess was urg- 
ed: he asserted, that not only the manufoctnres, 
but the rerenues and noUdcal existence of Britain 
were fiavolred in the mscussion ; and he contended 
for the necessity of ealttng the merchants and man- 
nfocturers to the bar of the house, in order that the 
house might be fnUy informed in a case of this mo- 
flsentous nature, before they proceeded to Toto a 
defoiitive reoMution. ** 

About the middle of March, the spirit of com- 
Ijealousy appeared to be thoroughly awak- 
The petitions presented against die measure 
amounted in the whole to upwards of sixty. They 
were sent up to parliament from every quarter A 
the kingdom, and there was scarcely a smale spe- 
cies of nanufoctture or merchandise upon ue sub- 
ject of which the persons necuUarly intorested had 
not eoncelTed considerable alarm. From the six- 
teenth of March to the twelfth of May, the house 
of commons were almost inoessandy emploved in 
hearing of cotmcO, and the examination of 
lessee. In consequence of this long and able 
inrestiaation, asany additional lighto were thrown 
tq»on tbo sulgect ; and Pitt was at last relnctandy 
compeUed to iu^nowledge the neceashy of making 
seme material alterationa and amendments in his 
eri^nal plan. 

Accorangly, on the twelfdi of May, the minister 
brought forward a series of pnipoaitiiaiia. so altered, 
modified and enlarged, as to exhibit in thdr im- 
proved form what mignt wen be conaidered as a 
new system. On this occasion. Fox, In the language 
of triunmh, congratulated the honse on die happy 
escape they had made from tho system propooedby 
the chancdlor of the exchequer but two montu 
since ; an opposition to which, was then treated aa 
the effect cf foetion and disappointment. *■ If," 
said Fox, " dM original resolutions had passed, we 
shonU have lost for ever the monopoly of the East 
India trade ; we muAt have haaarded att the tor* 
enue arising from spiiitaous liquoiU'; we shoidfl 
Hare saciifioed the whole of the navigation laws of 
thia oountry. The |nst alarm of the minister om 
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tfie Bnti^ e t of fke naviffatlan laws, solBdanUy ap* 
Ipaared from tiio •Ktratedinary remady ha had 
thought it axpadiamt to adopt, which wa» no other 
than to ajMit, that, notwithiitanding tha indapend- 
anea of Irdand, aha must still in conunardal laws 
aad extarnal lagiahition ba ^ramad by Britain." 
Vox aJBnnad, that tha propoMtums, as thay wara eran 
nnw modified, wara far too complicatad anil axtenaiTa 
to ha Totad hy a m^ority of that hooM* on any otiiar 
(roond than tiiat of confidanca in tha minister: 
aad saraly tha right honoarabla gaatlanMn had 
•aOciently demonstrated, diat impucit oonfidenoe 
in him was as dangerous as it was absurd ; that in- 
faUibility was no mora his prerogatiTe than that of 
tha rest of tlie world. The haose at length divided 
on the motion of adjoomment, ayes one hondred 
and fifty-fire, noes two htmdred and ei|^tv-one ; 
and the first resolution, broksoi into two distinet 
propositions in the new arrangement, passed tlm 
aeiise. The remaining resoln t ions were anhea 
quently carried, after an obstinate and Tiolent con- 
test, and on the tliirtieth of May were sent up to 
the hoose of lords. 

Here they were again tbm snl^fect of long and la- 
berions inrestigation ; in the course of wUch, rari- 
aus amendments were olfered and recelTed by the 
house. At last, on tha nineteenth of July, the 
sesolutions in tiieir altered state were sent down 
from the lords to the commons ; where, altar much 
eager debate, the amendments of th^ lordships 
were agreed to by the 'commons ; and ontiie twen- 
ty-eigluh of July, an address was presented to die 
kmjg by both houses of pariiament, acquainting fab 
BUQes^ widi the steps which had been tahan in 
this important aAir : adding; "that it remained 
for thm parliament of Ireland to Judge of the condi- 
tions according to Uieir wisdom and discretion, as 
wdl as of erery other part of die setdament pro- 
posed to be estabUshed by mutual consent." The 
two houses now adjourned thamsalTes to a distant 
day, and on the thirtieth of September 1780, the 
paraament was prorogued by royal proclamation. 

REFLECTIONS ON COMMERCIAL 
INTERCOURSE. 

If the original prapooitians adopted by die Irish 
legislature ware rajected with indignanon by die 
British parliament, the English series of proposi- 
tions prored sdU moro obnoaious to die general 
spirit of the Irish nation. To promote the mutual 
interest of England >and Ireland, to ragulate the 
commercial Intercourse between both countries on 
equal principles, were the ol p e cts tlie original pro- 
positions professed to have In riew ; mid the phil- 
anthropist wUl certainly lament, that a scheme of 
so liberal and generous an aap a cl ^ should be defeat- 
adby the malign spirit of mercantile jealousy. The 
sister kingdom, howerer, it must be confessed, in 
fhe^rejecoDn of the plan transmitted frwn England, 
was actaatad by high and noble motires. Ireland, 
by a long series of Tirtuous and patriotic struggles, 
had at last established tha independence m hei 
legislature ; and finding diat the mnrth proposition 
struck at that independence, the parliament, jeal- 
ous of their in&nt Uberty, and almost without 
glancing at the commercial features of the proffored 
system, p^emptorily rsjlected the whole on that 
nrouod, with fust and nianly indignation. Pidilie 
Dluminadons in the populous towns of Ireland tes- 
tified the general Joy excited by the sudden tenui* 
nation of a business w^iich was originally intended 
to communicate bodi to England ajad Ireland, aoUd 
and lasting adTantages ; but, lirom the Imne, ap- 
pears to hare been destiiaed-by a singular fete to 
rouse commercial Jealouries, to awaken national 
prtdudices, and to disturb die public tranquillity 
of both kingdoms more, perhaps, than any pre- 
ceding measure of that rogn. 

PROPOSED NEW PLAN OF FORTIFICA- 

TIONS. 

1780. ArriB a tranquil Interral of a few months, 
the parliament of Great Britatai met on the twenty- 
fourth of January, 178C. In the speech from the 
throne, the king declared to the house ot commons, 
his eam a st wish to enforce economy in erety de- 
partment ; reco mme nding to them tlie maintenance 
of our naral strength on the most respectable foot- 
ing; and abore all, the establishment of a fixed 



thing very material aooorrad until near die middla 
of February, whan tha attention of parliament 
and the public was drawn to a plan of fortifica- 
tions, originally suggested by tha duke of Rich- 
mond. Inis design had been interrupted last sua- 
sion, in canscqnence of a suggestion of colonel 
Barre, * that a board of land and sea ofltoers ought 
to be appointed to examine the merits of tibe sys- 
tem." This idea iiaring bean pntty generally 
adopted by the house, Pitt not only agreed, that na 
money shoidd be then roted for die purpose, but 
also mat the sum of fifty thousand jpounds, granted 
in the year 1784, for diat serrioe, and not yet ex* 

5 ended, should be reserred till the matter had un- 
ergona a complete investigation. In conformity 
with dns agreement, aboard of ofloars was appoint- 
ed on tlw tUrteentfa of April, 1785, and on tha 
twenty-fourtii of June following, they made thair 
report to the king. 

This business was again brou^t before parlia- 
ment, in the present session, en the tenth of Feb- 
ruary ; when Pitt stated the report of tha board of 
land and sea oflkers, to be in the hi^iest degree 
ferourable to the phm of fortification, snlmiitted ta 
their decision, but the report itaelf he declined lay- 
ing before the house, a^ a matter of too serious and 
deocate a nature for puUic inspection. The di^ 
content manifestad wImui ^e quastioo was last 
^ear under discussion, aow rose mto the warmdi of 
indignation. ** If the report, or the esaentials it 
contained, ware not to be in soma mode suigact to 
die inspection of the house, ttwy ware, it was af- 
firmed, in axacdy dm same aitaation in wliieh dmy 
had stood before the board waa appointed. Tbmf 
must decide, not upon their own indgmeats, but in 
deference to the authority of me minister. Bat 
ttie house of commons were not Justified In voting 
away dm money of didfar coastitnenti iqMm tha 
grounds ofnaasiTe oooqilaiaanee, aad courtly anb- 
missiou. Ine expense attending this norei system 
would be enormous, and it was at least their duty 
before timy adopted it, to be Adly convhiced of Ito 
necessity.' General Burgoyne, who was one of 
the board, oontrorertad tha aasattion of Pittreopaot- 
ing tha entire approbation e x pressed by them of 
the system In question.—" It was wdl known,** ha 



said, " that cases hypodietically put, admitted only 
of a direct answer giren under the admission of 
the hypothesis. It remained to be ascertained, 
whedier the case thus hypotlieticaUT put, was 
sufficientty widun the limits of nrobabilTty to da- 
serre attention. Itie question roatiTe to the for- 
tifications was beyond tne reach of party. R waa 
in his mind, die most important and theaust inter- 
esting, whether considered as a Question of i 
of rerenue, or of constitation, that w 
aaittad to tha decision of parliament,*' 

Pitt wared the farther discussion of the question 
at present, but declared his intention of brmging it 
again before the house in a short time, in the most 
spedflo and sdanm manner. Accordingly, in about 
a fortni^t after, he au>?ed tha fbUowing resohi- 
tlon ; "That it appears to the house, Aat to pro- 
ride eflbctualW for seeming the dodcyards of Ports- 
mouth and Plymouth by a permanent ayalem of 
fortification, waa an essential olfact for Ae aafety 
of the stoto," &c. ftc. On this ooedsion a riolent 
debato arose, in which Sheridan emiaendy dis- 
tinguished himself as an enemy to the measure. 
" When we talked of a constitutional Jealousy of 
the military power of the crown, what was tha 
real otrfeot,^ he asked, " to which we painted oar 
suspidonf What, but that it was in the nature of 
kinn to lore power, and in dm constitution of 
ararias to obey kings. The feet was, that these 
strong military holds, if maintained as they must ha 
in piece, by full and disciplined garrisons woald In 
trudi, promise ten tM me means of curbing and 
subduing the country, than could arise oTun from 
doubling the p r esent army establishment, widi this 
extraoidinary aggraration, that those rery naval 
stores and magarines, the seeds and sources of 
future naries, the eflbctaal preservation of wUdh 
was the pretence for these uTiaaraJlaH^' fortreaaea, 
would, in that case, become a pledge and hostagaln 
the hsoids of the crown ; a dreumstance which, ha 
a country like diis, must insure unconditional sah* 
misrion to die most extravagant claims that despo- 
tism could dictate. Tha minutes which oontainad 
the opinion of the naval ofikers, in condemnation 
of the plan, ware wholly emitted, because they 
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tkftt DO cbtttioal proMM known in tibe ordnaaca 
•inbormtory eoold poaribly ■eporate them ; while, 
on the contniy, erery epproring opinion, like a 
Ucht, oOy fluid, floated «( tlie top, ana waa capable 
of bcdng preaen^ to the hooae, pure and nntTnged 
by a aingle particle of the arpunent and Infoima- 
tion npon which it waa foonded." 

It waa thooeht by ntany to be impoaaible that a 
man of ntfa diaoernmenc could be the aincere and 
cordial advocate of to prepoaterona a acheme ; and 
it waa OTon mentioned in ttie honae, by one of hia 
firieoda, aa a topic of report, that in thia bm^eaa 
he waa aoapecied of actiDg againat hia own opinion : 
bnt, howerer tbia may be, certain it ia, uat he 
ibond himaelf on thia oocaaion. rery generally de- 
oerted by the country gentlemen ; and the diviaion 
waa rendered memorable by an exact equality of 
Bombera, both tbe ayea and the noea amounting to 
one hundred and attty-nine. The apeaker, being 
of conrae compelled to giTo hia caating vote, ac- 
quired much applauae, by dedaiing for the r^fec- 
aon of tliia ohimetical, extraTagvn^ and dangeroua 
ayatem* 

SINKING FUND. 

TflKanUect which the minlater aeemed to Intend 
ahoold make the principal fianre in thia ■earion of 
parliament, waa the propoaal of a ainking fund for 
the liquidation of the national debt. On the aerenth 
of March, Pitt mored for the appointment, by bal- 
lot, of a aeleot committee of nine peraona, to report 
to the houae the atate of the public revenne and ex- 
pandltnre. The reanlt of meir faaqoirv waa laid 
Mftive tlie houae on the twenty-firat of the aame 
month; and proTod in* the higheat degree pleaaing 
and aatiafiictory. The amount of the roTonue for 
the current yoar waa eatimated by the committee, 
at fifteen mimana, ttree hundred and ninety-aeren 
tfionaand pounda. Hie permanent expenditure, in- 
4flnding tlie dvil liat, and the intereata paTable on 
tbe diflerent funda, amounted to ten nuUiona fiye 
hundred and lUty>fonr thouaand ponnda. The 
ye a c o eatabliafament, allowing eighteen thouaand 
men for the nary, and tiie naual complement of 
aerenty regfanenti fbr tbm anny, ezcluatre of bfe- 
gnarda and caralry, waa eatimated at three mflUona 
nine hundred and twenty-four thouaand pounda. In 
all, fomte e n milliona four hundred and aerenty- 
eight thouaand pounda ; of oonaequence there re- 
mained a aurplua of more dmn nine hundred tbon- 
aand ponnda. Pitt obaerred npon dua report, " that 
though tbia waa atated to be Uie annual expendi- 
ture, a conalderable interral mnat elapae Before 
thia redaction could take place ; thia term he fixed 
at four yeara. The exoeedinga of the army, nary, 
and ordnance, together with the anma neoeasary for 
the indemnification of th» American loyaliata, he 
calculated, would not, during thia period, fall abort 
of three n^ona. Theve were anma appropriated, 
daring tbe war, to diffbrent aerrioea, which had not 
been expended ; four hundred and fiAy thouaand 
pounda had already been paid into the exoheqner 
upon thia account. There were moreorer immenae 
anma In the handa of fbrmer paymaateva, which it 
waa expeeted would aoon be Drought to account ; 
theae he coiijecturally atated at tbe aum itf one mil- 
lion. There waa a balance of aix htmdred thouaand 
ponnda due to goremment tmm the Eaat India 
company. When to theae were added the improte- 
aenta that might ^t be made by jndiciona regnla- 
tiona in the dmerent branchea of the rerenne, he 
waa not,** Pitt aai<^ " he hoped, too aangnine in af- 
firming, that we poaaeaaed reaouroea equal to all 
our ordinary and extraordinary demanda." The 
propoaition which he now anbmitted to the houae 
waa.. the appropriation of die annual aum of one 
mfflion to be tnrariably applied to the liquidation 
of the natioual debt. Thia annual million he pro- 
poaed to Teat in the handa of certain eommiaaon- 
era, to be by them applied regularly to the purohaae 
of ato«k ; ao that no aum ahould ever Ue within the 
graap large enough to tempt lum to Tiolate tUa aa- 
crdd depoait. The intereata annually diacbarged, 
were, confermabW to ^ia plan, to be added to, and 
incorporated with die original ftad, ao that it 
would operate with a determinate and acoeierated 
▼elodtr. TUa fund waa alao to be aaaiated by die 
annuitiea granted for diflbrent tenna, which would 
from time to time fbll In within die limited period 
of twenty-el|^t yeara, at the expiration of whidi, 
Pitt calculated dmt the fund would produce an in- 
of four mBKona per annnn. Tbe 
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Monera to be nohiiBated under the net, were the 
chancellor of the exdieqner, the apeoker of the 
houae of oommona, die maater of die roUa, the goT- 
emor and deputy-goremor of the bank of England, 
and the aooompcant-general of die high court of 
ehancery. 

Tbe only amendment of any material conaeqnenos 
auageated on Pitt'a plan was, in die prograaa of the 
bilT, offered by Fox, ** that whenoTor a new loan 
ahould hereafter be made, thecommiaaioneTa ahonid 
be empowered to accept the loan, or auch propor- 
tion or it, aa ahould be equal to the caah then In thehr 
handa ; the intereat and douceur annexed to whiMi 
ahould be applied to the purpoaea of die ainking 
fund." Tliii amendment waa readily and candidly 
accepted by Pitt, and tbe Ull finally paaaed with 
great and deaerred approbation. 

CIVIL LIST IN ARREARS. 

NoTwiTBaTANDiNO the acknowledged necesaltj 
of economy in erery department of goremment, ft 
ia truly pidnfnl to relate, that eren before the aink- 
ing fund bin poaaed.into a law, a memage from th« 
king to the houae of oommona waa delivered by the 
minlater, aUting, ''that it gaTO him great coocern 
to inform them, that it had not been found poaaible 
to confine the expenaea of the dyil-list within the 
annual aum of eight hundred and lUty thouaand 

Sounda, now applicable to tliat porpoae. A farther 
ebt had been neceaaarily iiienrred, and the king 
relied on the aeal and ailection of hia parliament to 
make proriaion for iti diacharge." On thia occaaioa, 
Pitt atated ** that under Burke's reform bill an an- 
nual reduction of fifty thouaand pounda f^m tbe 
dril liat had been aet apart by parliament for the 
liquidation by ioatahneota of the sum of three bun< 
dred thouaand pounda, then iaaued in exchequer 
bills for the aupply of former deficienciea. Of thia 
debt, one hundred and eigbty thouaand pounda yet 
remained unpaid, and a nreah debt of thirty thou- 
sand pounda had accrued." This applUattion waa the 



more extraordinarT, aa at the opetiing of the 
aion of December 1782, and when Pitt waa chan- 
cellor of die exdieaner, die king in bis speech from 
tbe throne had aaid, '* I hare carried into strict ex- 
ecution the sereral reductiona in my dril Uat ex- 
penaea direoted by an act of laat seaalon ; I have 
mtroduoed a fltrther reform' In other departments, 
and auppreaaed aereral ainecure placea in them. 
I have by thia meana ao reanlated my eatablish- 
asenta, that my expenaea ahall not in fntore exceed 
mj income." It fa afanoat auperflnoua to aay, that 
all the argnmenta offered on thia head proved a 
mere waste of woida, and that the money waa ulti- 
mately TOted. 

BURKE'S CHAROBS AGAINST WARREN 
HASTINGS. 

Th b remaining aul^ject of Importance that belonga 
to the hiatory ofthia aeaalon, ia the impeachment of 
Warren Haatinga. late governor-general of Bengal. 
In undertaking the ardooua task of public accuaer 
againat thia auppoaed sreat Indian dtfinqnent, the 
▼ariona dlfBcultiea to be encountered, presented 
such a train of formidable obatadea to the succeaa- 
fnl proaecution of the ao c ua ed , aa only the spirit 
the perseverance, and the InflexIbDity of Burke 
could overcome. That powerful Indto intereat 
which had defeated the acneme of Fox, and effected 
the ruin of hia adminiatratlon, waa to be exerted in 
▼igoroua boatility to the preaent meaaure. It waa 
alao obvious that the opiniona of administration 
were much in fhvour of^the ex-governor. Borlft. 
however, for from sfaikhiff under the pressure ni 
drcumatancea so inanspldooa to his deaign, reao- 
lutelv per a i at ed in hia purpoae ; and having adop^ 
ed the andent mode of trial by impeachment, he 
proceeded on die fourdi of April, 17M, to charge 
Warren Hastings, esq. before the bouse of com- 
mons, with high crimes and mlsdemeanora, exhibit- 
ing at the aame time nine diatinct articlea of accu- 
aation, which in a few weeks were increased to tiie 
numlier of twenty-two. 

Haatinga. at hia own expreaa deaire, appeared at 
die bar of the houae of commona on the firat of 
May, and delivered in hia defence In anawer to 
Burke'a'chargea. The defence however waa at Ht- 
de aervice to hia cauae, and contributed in a rery 
alight degree to the vindication of hia character. 
Ihouf^ hia assertions were bold, his arguments 
were weak, and the language of hia defence was 
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beyond •U^gumfflaboaBtfUandanogaat. HeeT«n 
ciUiad in queftfoa th« antbora^ of the hiraee to ia- 
etitnto ft jndiciel inquiry ioto hii conduct. Hie 
bouMj wamored by wbat they bed heerd« proceeded 
in the examiDation of eridence : and the flnt arti- 
cle of impeachment respecting tbe Hobilia war wa» 
hrengbt liMmially beiure dM houee on the fimt of 
June : after a rery long debate, the qnestion wae 
decided in farour of Hastings, ayes for the impeach- 
ment being siaty-eeren. noes one hondred and 
nineteen. On the thirteenth of Jane, the second 
cfaaige rs^tire to the Ri^ of Benares being broo^ 
Ibnotrd, it was resoUed by the house, on a dari- 
•ion of one hundred and nineteen to serenty-nane 
Toices, *' that this charge contained matter of im- 
^eachment against tfie late governor-general of 
Bengal." On the elerenth of July an end was put 
to these proceedings for the present, by a proro^ 
tion of ue parliament, whkai was dismissed with 
aesuraaces of *'the perticular sa ti i fa c ti oii with 
which the Ung had obserred their diUfant atten- 
tion to the public business, and the measures titey 
had adopted for improTing dM zeeourcee ef the 
country." 

MARGARET NICHOLSON'S ATTEMPT TO 

ASSASSINATE THB KING. 

Ojf the second of August after the riainc of par- 
liameat, a singular incident oecnnred, which en- 
grossed for aumrt time the attention of the public 
As the ktog was alighting from his post chariot, at 
the gar&nVntrance of St. James's palace, a woman 
decently dressed presented a paper to hie muesty ; 
and while he was in tbe act of receiTing it, she 
etmck with a concealed knifo at his breast. The 
king happfly avoided the blow by drawing back ; 
and as she was preparing to make a second thrus^ 
ene of the yeomen caught her arm, and the weapon 
was wrenched out of her hand. The Una, with 
great temper exclaimed, " I am not hurt— take care 
ef die poor woman, do not hurt her." On examin- 
ation before the privy council, it immediately ap* 
peered that the woinan was insane. Being asked 
where she had lately resided, she answered franti- 
Mlly, " That she had been all abroad sanoe that 
matter ef the crown broke out." Being farther 
questioned what matter 1 she said, "That the crown 
was bar's ; and that if she had not her right, Bng- 
land would be deluged in blood for a thousand gen- 
eratioais." On being interrogated as to the laature 
of her right, she refused to answer, saying in the 
genuine style of royalty, " That her rights were a 
aiystery." It appeared that this poor ananiac, whose 
name was Margaret Nicholson, had presented a pe- 
tition ten days nefore, full of wild and incoherent 
nonsense. Like anost other petiiioias, it had proba- 
bly never been read, or the peamm of the petition- 
er wooJd have been secured. Ihe idea of a Judicial 
process was of course abandoned, and she was con- 
signed to an apartaneni provided for her in Bethle- 
hem hospital. 

COMMERCIAL TREATY WITH FRANCE. 

In the month of Septeonber, the king was pleased 
to appoint a new comanittee of oouncu for tne con- 
sideration of an matters relating to trade and fo- 
reign plantadons. Of this board, Charles Jeiakiia- 
son, since, for his long and futhlul services, cre- 
ated lord Uawkcsbury, and constituted chancellor of 
die datchy of Lancaster,^ was declared president. 
Under this new commission, a treatv of commerce 
was on September the tweaxty<eixth, signed between 
the courts of England and France. Its general 
prin^ple was to adaaiit the mutual importation and 
exportadon of the commodides of each country at 
a very low ad vaiorem duty. The negotiator of 
this treaty was Eden, who under the coalition ad- 
ministrataon had iUled the lucrad? e oflice of vice 
treesurer of Ireland. This was the first memorable 
defection from that unfortunate alliance : and it was 
the more remarkable, as Eden hadhiaaiself been gen- 
enJly considered as the original prqjector of the 
coalidon, or at least as the man who ndght contest 
that honour with Burke. 

CONTENTION WITH SPAIN RELATITE TO 
THB BAY OF HONDURAS. 



AaooT the same time a convention was signed 
with Spain of some importamoe, as it flnaUy termin- 
ated the Umg sob^mig disputes respecting the 
Bnnsh setdements on the Mosquito shore and the 



coast of Hoodurai. By the present treaty tlM Mea. 
quito setdements were foraially and ojkpUcitiy re* 
unquished, as they had already virtnalfy been by 
die sixth article of the general treaty of ITBS. In 
return, the boundaries of the British set t l em ents on 
ti&e coast and bay of Honduras were somewhat ex- 
tended. In a pohtical view this convention answer- 
ed a valuable purpose, as It removed a probable 
source of national disagreement. But the claims of 
humanity and justice were not sufficieody attended 
to : for the Moequito settlers, who had for time im- 
memorial occupied their lands and halniations uw 
der the protection of tbe English government, and 
wlu> amounted to many hondriBd families innuanber, 
were peremptorily commanded to evacuate die 
country without exception, in the space of eighteen 
mondis, nothing farther being stipulated in their 
fovour, than that his catliolic m^jes^ « shall ordar 
his governors to grant to the saUl EngUsh, so dis- 
persed, all possible facilities for their removal to 
the setdements agreed upon by the present conven- 
tion." The greatest copfesion, consteraaatioo, and 
distress aiaiong dub unhappy people were tiae ine- 
vitable consequences ai this barbarous edict of ex- 
pulsion, which with the cold-blooded poUddans of 
Europe, at the distance of diree t housand miles, 
passed only for a regulation of comanerce. An af- 
fecting representation of their distresses, and an 
humble petition for some sort ai indemniAcation 
from die government which had thus shamefully 
abandoned them to their late, was subseqncndy 
presented to the board of treasury ; but it does not 
appear pa have excited any attention. 

TREATY WITH FRANCE CONSIOERED BY 
THE COMMONS. 

1787."-Tbi parhament re-aasemUed on January 
dM twenty-third 1787. but no sulgect of material iii»- 
port came under discussion taU the twelfth of Febm- 
ary, when the house resolved itself into a copunic- 
tee on the commercial treaty with France. On this 
occasion, Pitt entered into an able and eloquent 
Tindicadon of the measure. It was lidiculoua to 
ianagine, he said, that the French would ounsent to 
vidd advantages without the idea of compeiisadoo. 
The treaty would doubtless be a benefit to them ; 
hvM he diid not hesitate to say it would be a much 
greater benefit to us. She gained for her wines and 
other productions a great and opulent market. We 
did the same for our manufactures to a for greater 
degree. She procured a market of eight aniluous ef 
pe^^o* W0 * market of twenty-four millions. Botih 
nations were disposed and prepared for such a con- 
nection. . Fisnce. by the peculiar dbpensatioa of 
providence, was gifted perhaps more than any other 
country open earth widi what made life deairable 
in point of soil, climate, and natural productions, in 
thansast fertile vineyards and the richest harvests. 
Britain, on the other hand, possessing diese advan- 
tages in an inferior degree, had from the happy 
freedom of its constitution, and the e^ual security 
of its laws, risen to a state of commercial grandeur. 



and acqitired the ability of suppljring Fruice vrith 
her natural luxuries. 



the requisite conveniences 



in exchange for 



Hie only real-dificulty, respecting the ejoeent&oa 
of this treaty, arose from its inconswtency with the 
fomous Meuiuen treaty, conduded widi Portugal 
eariy in the present century ; and in conformity to 
which the duties on Portugal wines were to bear in 
friture the proportion of ouy two-thirds of those im- 
ported from fraaice and otMr countries. But this 
point being candidly conceded by France in the pro- 
gress of the business, the measure received, as it 
well deserved, the necestary concurrence and sane. 
tion of parliament ; and die whole transaction ter- 
anmated gready to the honour of the minister, and 
the advantage of the nation. 

EMBARRASSMENTS OF THE PRINCE OP 

WALES. 

Tbk sul^ject which next daims our attention, will 
be found upon every account highly interesting. The 
great personam to whom it relates is the heir ap- 
parent of the British crown. In addition to die rank 
and character of die party, the narrative is render- 
ed still more attractive by private anecdote, by de- 
licacy of situation, and by a new and irocommon 
circumstance, that alarmed the apprehenaians of 
inany, and employed the reflections of all. When 
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kb tejil Tiighntw »tfihwd the age of m^fority. A. D. 
178S, tiie som of fifty thontand pouods per anmim 
only was allotted to nim oat of the ciril list rofenuo 
to defray the whole expeoce of his eataUiabment. 
CoQBiderini^ the numetoiia salarioa x>ayable to tho 
officers of his household, this sum was daerly inade- 

aaate to the support of his raak and situation in 
fe ; and the then ministen. Fox and lord North, 
strongly insisted npon the necessity of fixi&ff the 
revenue of the prince at one handred tfaonsand 
pounds per annmn, wldeh the late king had enjoy- 
ed as pnnce of Wales, at a period when the dvil 
list produced two handred thoosand pounds per 
annum less than at present. To this the sorereign 
poaitively objected; and the prince, to prerent dk- 
agreeable consequences, generously declared that 
he chose to depend on the spontaneous bounty of 
the king. The obvious result of this miserable eco- 
nomy was, that the prince in the four years which 
were now elapsed uad contracted debts to a large 
amount; his negligence as to peconiary oonoems 
being perhaps increased by the coascmuaness of 
the extreme diificulty of contracting his expenses 
within the narrow limits of his income. The pubUc 
not sufficiently adverting to these circumstances, 
censured the prince with a too rif^d severity for the 
heedlessness and prodigality of his conduct. It was 
however too notorious to admit of disauiae or polli* 
'ation, that the prince was exempt from nope of 
those youthful iodiscretions and excesses by which 
men of high rank in early life are for the most part 
so unhappily cbaracteriMd. 

The prince of Wales, Uko most other young men, 
bad hemxi more distingoi^ied by a general regard 
to the fair sex flian for any particular individual 
Attachment. A report however of a serious nature 
had for some time past gained very general credit ; 
*namely, that the prince.had contracted a secret 
marriage with Mrs. Fitzherbert, a lady of fiunily, 
and justly celebrated for her personal beantv and 
mental accomplishments. That the prince snoold 
not be privately married, was an event particularly 
guarded against by tho royal marriage act. By 
this act it was declared that the hcubr apparent was 
incapable of marrving till tho age or twenty live 
joars, without his uther's consent, or in case of ro- 
fosal, without the consent of both houses of par- 
liament* Ihe marriage therefore if it had taken 
place, was nuU in law. But this was by no means 
tho circumstance which made the greatest impres- 
sion opon the public mind. The lady was educated 
in the Roman catholic religion, and the act of settle- 
ment which seated the hoxuie of Brunswick on 
the British throne, expressly declared the prince 
who married a catholic to have forfeited his right of 
succession to the crown. To add to the difficultiee 
of a situation in the highest degree trying and cri- 
tical, the prince found ii&s embarrassments oontia- 
ually increasing, and a large debt already accumu- 
lated. In the summor therefore of 1780. me prince 
applied to the king his father for assastance, but 
meetina with a peremptory refusal, he immediately 
adopted a resolution, whioA in every view reflected 
the nighcst honour on Itis character. Sapnreising 
the establishment of his honsehold, he formally 
vested forty thousand pounds pea aimnm of hu 
revenue in the hands oftrustees Cur the liguidatioa 
of his debts, fly stud of running hortes. Ids hnii> 
ters, and even his coach horfeea were sold by public 
auction. The elegant improvements and additlens 
making to the palace of CarUon house were sudden- 
ly stopped, and the most splendid apartments shut 
up from use. In this manner he thought proper to 
retire from the splendour of his station, rather tfiaa 
forfeit the honour of a gentleman by practiaing on 
the credulity of his creditors. 

The prince had Mved in a state of retiranMht for 
near a twelvemonth, when he waa peBsuaded ta 
eountenance a propoaal for laying tk» state of hia 
aflhirs before parliament ; and on the twentieth of 
April, alderman Newnham, member for the dty of 
liondim, gave notice that he would bring forward a 
motion for an address to the king, pra]^g him to 
take the situation of the prince into oonsideraiion, 
and to grant him such r«^ef as he in his wisdom 
should think fit, and pledging the house to make 
good the same. This gave nse to an JBterestiiig 
conversation ; and Newnham was by the minister 
and many other members eameatly entreated to 
withdraw his motion^ as fertile of inconvenienoe 
and mischief. Pitt said. '* tiiat by the peraereranee 
of NcwnhatB, he should be drivqp to the discZoedre 



of circamatanoaa whidi he ihoidd otherwise Bate 
thought it his duty to conceal." RoUe, member for 
Devonshire, declared, " that the investigation of 
this question iovolved in it circumstances whidi 
tended immediatdy to affect the eonstitntion la 
ehurch and state.* Fox, Sheridan, and other gca- 
Uenlen in the confidence of the prince, declared, 
" that there was nothing his ,royal hi^^ncas less 
feared Aan a full and impartial investigadon of Us 
conduct; and nothing that be would more deprecate, 
than a studied ambiguity or affected tenderaess en 
the pretence of respect and indulgenpe." Rolle 
was particiUariy called iqpon, but in vain, to explain 
the axtraerdinary language he had used. The sub- 
ject being in a few days resumed. Fox again oaDed 
tike atteatioa of the hodse to the decuuation of 
RoOe. '*Tu what that declaration alladed (Fox 
said) it was impossible to ascertain, till the penoa 
who made it thought proper to explain his meaning; 
but he sooposed it most refer to that base and ma- 
Udoos caltimny which had been propagated witk- 
out doors by the enemies of the prince wM a vww 
to depreciate his character and hqure him in the 
esteem of his country." Fox further declared^, 
" that the prince bad authorised him to assert, that 
as a peer of parliament, he was ready in the other 
house to submit to anv the most pointed questions 
that could be put to him upon the sulgeot, or to af- 
ford the king or his ministnrs the ftiUest assurances 
of the utter falsehood of tho foet in question.* 
BoUe now thought proper to acknowledge, that tfte 
sulirject upon which Fox had spoken, waa the mat- 
ter to which he allnded aa allbcting bodi church 
and state. He said, '* that the reports relative t6 
thia transaction had made a deep unprossion upon 
the minds of all men who loved and venerated the 
constitution. He knew ttiat diia thing oouU not 
have been accomplished under the formal sanction 
of law ; but if it existed as a feet, it might be pro- 
ductive of the most alarmfafg consequences, and 
ought to be satisfoctorily deared up." Fox replied, 
" that he did not deny the calumny in questioa 
merely with regard to mo effect of certain existing 
laws, but he denied it to fofo, in foot as well as in 
law. The foot not only could never have happened 
legally, but never did happen any way, and had 
from the beginning been a vile and malignant false- 
hood." Rojie rose again, and asked, " vrhether la 
what be now assorted Fox spoke from direct au- 
thority f Fox said ho had spoken from direct au- 
thority. In consequence of these explicit and au- 
thoritative asseverations, RoUe was loudly callod 
upon to expreks his satisfaction : but this he obsti- 
nately declined, saying only ** that the house would 
judge for themselves of what had passed." On this 
Sheridan was provoked to declare, <* tiiat if Rolle 
peraiated in his relhsal, or otherwise to put the 
matter into such a atate of laquiry as rAoaltfeatiBfy 
I, tile house ought to come to a resolution, that 



it was seditious and disloyal to propagate reports 
iiliurious to the prtnee." Pitt now property mter- 
posed, and proteited agalnat so fiagrant an attadc 
on the fr e edom of speech and delfoeration in that 
house. Aaditmuatbacoafossed tiiat Rolle waa so 
for justified as the voioe of the pnUlc oouU justify 
him, in retaining his doubts ; for a general and firm 
persuasion still prerailed of a secret marriage be- 
tween the prince and Mrs. Fitaherbert, though no 
one presumed to call in question the honour of Fox 
in the declarationa maM by bim in the prince^i 
name, for which he undoubtedly had, or thought ha 
had, sufikient authority, and which operated to 
the perfect apparaat oonvicdoB ui die bouse of 



In this stage of the buslnaas an Interview, at the 
desire of the king, took place between die prince 
of Walea and Pitt at Cariton house ; and the prince 
was infaimed, *' that tf the intanded motion were 
wididratwn, everything might be settled to his royal 
highness^ sadsfoction." This beiag aeceded to, a 
mfssige was dellverod by the mmlster ffhm the 
king to dM bouse, stating his lhaJeaty's great con- 
cern, ** that firom tlie aocounta of the prince of 
Wales, it appeared, tiiat he had Incurred a debt to 
a large amount, which, painful as It was to him to 

eropoae any additioa to the burdens of his people, 
e waa Indnoed by bis patornal affection to the 
prinoe, to desfre the asilstanOQ of pariiament to 
disch a rg e o n the waU-gvoondedexpectadon, never- 
thdess, that the prinee would avoid contracting any 
debts in future ; with a view to wldoh, the king had 
direotofi a sum of ton thonind pounds to be paid 
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•BtartfMdvflliiLiAaMlttoatokUfmer iDMr- 
Wkoe ; aiMl 1m had the nliifliMtian to obstfre, Huit 
th« prinoe had given the falleit nraramw of lib 
dstanoUuitioii to confine hk Intiire expenoeo within 
hb faiconie, end had aetded a plan, and fixed an 
Older In those expenaea, whleh it waatniated woidd 
eflbet the due execution of 4iia Intanthraa." On 
tte Torj next day alter the acooontB re tot ied to lb 
the royal aeaiage were laid before ttie honae, and 
of whkh the dignified generoiity of parliament anf- 
isred not the inapeotioia, an addreaa was voted to 
^ Ungf to leqneat hln to • direct the aeaa d one 
hundred and aixty^one thonaand poonda to be paid 
oat of the civil-liit for the foil diacharge or the 
debti of the prtnoe of Wales, and the fiather aom 
of twenty thousand pouada to complete the lepain 
of Cariton house. 

UtFSACHMBNT OP HABTIN08 TOTRD BY 
TUB HOUSB OP 0OMMON8. 

Thb aelt^eot of Haatlags' iBpeaebment had been 
seanmed early la the preae n t session, and had oe- 
copied a large proportion of time and attention. 
Hie primary ofaajtve respecting die BohHIa War, 
In^oi^t forward towarda the oonclasion of die ses- 
sion of 1780, had made a deep impression npcm 
the honse ; and aldwn^ HaMings had been acquit- 
ted of the charge, it was upon gaounds on;whi» It 
was Impossible to vast Us fatore defence. The 
eondnct of the minister in this busfaiess had been 
Utherto IndedslTe and mysterlons; Iratt the part 
taken by JenUaaon, and ibm party of wldch he was 
eonsidHed aa tike head, left no room isr doubt as to 
the se cret fairJinafinn of the court. Pitt had nega- 
tfred diecharceof the Bohilla war, upon dm ground 
that Hastings had subaeqnent to that event reoeired 
the higheat certifioate of legislatiTe apptobedon, by 
being nominated by act m parliament geremor- 
general of India : and although on the Boiarea 
charge he had voted against HastingB, he oKpresdy 
declared diat he did not upon that account ooaaider 
hfanself as committed to a final vole of inmeach- 
meat. The grand question dmiefe r e still remsteed 
doobtfal, when on the seventh of February 119T, 
Sheridan opened the ddfd charge respecting the 
Begum princess Dude, widi an eloquenoe and en- 
ergy wluch were perhapa never surpassed, and 
WhiGh, in their consequences, proved oenqtleteiy 
decisive. On this oocasioa Pitt aoled a part which 
did him great honour. Hioa^ the woaderfsl 
speedi M Sheridan had excited a aplrit of enthu- 
alasm In the house, which peihaps no degree of 
ministerial influenoe cenld nave countsraetod, it 
would be highly invidious and uajust to attribute 
^ decided cooduot of Pitt OB tUameuMrable night 
to the dread of being left in a minority, by an at 
tempt to oegadve the SBotioa. On the contrary, be 
appeared penetrated with a perfect oonricdon of 
Hie atrocity of the frets, and of the atrcng^ of the 
•videace by which they were supported : and the 
aJnister felt all the aympathieeaihamanity, all the 
energies of virtue awakened in Ida breast, and im- 
peOing him to tesdfy, in terms the BMst explicit 
and expressive, his detestotioB of perfidy sovife, of 
cruelty so remorseloM. On n division the numben 
were; in fsTonr of the nrntlen one hun d r ed and 
seventy-five, against it sixty-eight. 

On the second of March Felhem opened the 
diarge reladve to the Nabob of Ferrackabud, which 
was afibmed by one hVradred and twelve amriast 
fifty voices. Oa die fifteenth of March the charge 
upon the sulif ect of ooatraets was brought forward 
. by Sir James BrAlne ; and on this ardde.the divl- 
rion was ayes sixty, noes twsnty-six. Upon the 
twentf<second of March, the charge relative to 
Fysoola Kan was totroduced by Wiadnam ; and wis 
carried on a division of ninety-rix against ddrty- 
aeven voices. On the second of April, Sheridan 
opened to the house the charge upon the sul||eet of 
presents ;-and on this occasloB he obaerved, " that 
the late goveraor-general had, la every part of his 
coadttct, exhibltedproefe of a wild, eccentric, and 
Irregular mind. In pride, In passion, in all things 
changeable, except in cermption. His revenge 
was a tempest, a tomade inroiving all witUn its 
lafiuence in one coflsmen deetrucdon. But hb cor- 
ruption was regular and syslsnmtic, a monsoon 
blowing unifofmly horn, one point of the ooaapam, 
and wafting the wealth of Indfai to the a^e poitin 
one certain direction.'' Upon a division, the nnm- 
ayes one hondred and sixty-five 



On the nineteeiMi of April 
re s pe c t in g the revenues was opened bw 
Frimcis, who had fermeriy occupied, with matt 
honour to hfana^ die oAce of member in the su- 
preme council irf udia, and who had recendy taken 
Us seat as a member of the house of 



This charge was confinned, notwithstanding the un- 
expected dissent of the aduister, by seventyime to 
fil^-five voices. 

On the ninth of May the report made by Burke 
from the committee, to whom it had been reter t ed 
to prepere the articles of impeadament^ was con- 
finmed by the house, ayes one nondred and seventy- 
five, noes eighty-nine. On the following day It 
was voted that Hastings be impeached : and Buxke 
accordingly, in the name of the house of commons, 
and of afi die commons of Oreat Britain, repaired 
to the bar of the house of lords, sad impeached 
Uastiogs of Ugh crimes and misdemeanors : at the 
aame ttane acquainting dieir lordships, that the 
oamsnoBs would with aU convenient speed exhibit 
ardoles agaiast hfan, and make good the same. On 
die fottrtoenth another charge rrspeedng misde- 
meaaom la Oude was addev to the former, and 
voted without a dlriskm ; aad on the twenty first 
Hastings, being conducted to die bar of the house 
of lords by the seijeent at anna, was taken into Oe 
eusiody or die Uack rod ; but on the motion of the 
lord chaaceDor was a dmitt ed to bail— Umadf in 
twenty dioasand pounds, and two suxeties. SulBvaa 
and Summer, in ten thousand pounds each ; and he 
waa ordered to deliver ta ea aaswer to the articles 
of inqieaelunent in one month firom diat time, 
upon the second day of die next semion of 



dm king of Prussia, in ooojunction with 
llie head of Ae house of N 



On the thirtieth of May 1787, the Ung put an end 
to the present semion, by a speedi applauding*' the 
measnras taken by parnament re sp ect i ny the re» 
duedon of the national debL and die trsaty of nn- 
vlgatlan and eommeroe with die most christiaa 
king. He qioke of die general tranquillity of 
Burope, and lamented the dissentiens. which na- 
happOy prevailed laaiongst die states of the united 
pievtnoes." 

INTBRFBBBNGB WITH THB AFFAIBS OF 
HOLLANp. 

fioxme die wcess of parliament, the attention of 
goi esam ent was partienlarly attractsd by the troup 
Med stoto ef Holland. In the antuaui of the year 
1787, the diasentions wUdh bad long subsisted be- 
tween the stadtholder and the stotes of HoOaad. 
had lisen to an alanaing height, and the ulfimate 
event of die contest seemed to depend greedy en 
the fiabearance or Interposition of foreign nations. 
The French were known to be friendly to the stater 
ef HoUaad, but they were too deeply engaged by 
dwir do m e stic situation, to be able to twafar Aem 
any effcetual asslstanee. On the other hand* the 
cause of the stadtholder was warmly espoused by 

Ih Great Bri. 
m displayed 
die virtaes whicfa Imd for 
attached to diat lOustrioos 
m, his consort, was said to poe- 
share of spirit as well as under 
month of JunedTOT. for reasons 
' perfeedy transpired, her royal 
hi ghn ess , dieii resident at Nimeguen, adopted the 
bob and hamideus resolutfon of procee d ing In per- 
son to the Hague, where die States-general were 
at that time assemblod, accompanied only by dte 
beronesB de Wassanaer and a few domestics. As 
adf^ pravioBSly be expected, she was arrested ia 
her progroM at wout a league beyond SchoenhoTen, 
aad fiwoed bnok ta Nimeguea. Oa the tondi of July 
a awmerial was addressed by the Prussian monarch 
to the stetes of HoBand, in which he affected to 
consider the Indignity oflbred to the princess of 
Orange Us sister, as a personal Insult to Uaueif. 
To avenge tUs pretended aifttmt, the duke of 
Brunswick,, who co m manded the Prussian forces in 
the contiguous Dutchy nt Cloves, entered Holland 
at die heed of an army consisting of about twenty 
thonaand men on the thirteenth of September. The 
mardi of the Prumian general bore the appearance 
of a triumphal procession. On die seventh day 
ftnom dm oommeneement of the mvasion, the prince 
of Orange made U» public entry Into the Hague. 
Aapsterdam only made a riww of resistance ; but 
oa dm tenth of October that proud captcal^ aov 
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dbtdj teTHtoJyOVMsdltiniwtDtlMLTiplMr. T» i Uon of Onat Biitam wmA Pwwin, «Mk of tli» 
tte •franWiment of ttie ▼ond, ttiat republlo wUdi I Idi^ oontncttfotf powexs ongages, ia ea*e of attack 



maintaiBed a ctuktett of ei|^ty yean agidnstfha 
pvwer of Spain : which oootended for me empire 
of Che ocean with Oreat Britain : which repoked 
the atta<^ of Louis tfie fo vteenth in the lenith of 
his glory ; waa oTor-nm by the ama of Pmaaia in 
a single month. In the whole of tibia tranaaction 
PnuuiM acted in inttnate and airowed concert with 
Great Britain ; and it waa on this occasion that tlie 
British goTemment oondoded a sffhsLdiarr treaty 
with the landgraTe of Hesse Cassel ; by whidi the 
Utter engaged to foraish England with a body of 
tweire noasand men at foot weeks notice, tv 
thirty-six. thousand pounds per annum. 80 late as 
the mondi of September, and Just b<3bre tlie duke 
of Bmnswidt bMan his maitb, France taidily pro- 
fessed her intenlion of assisting the Dutch in case 
they were attacked by any fordgn power. This dr- 
eamstance animated tiie court of London to act 
with spirit and decision, and rigoroos naTsl prepar- 
ations were made to support tlie Uas of Pnuuia. 
in opposidon to the menacing declarations of 
France. But tlie object of the Prussian expedition 
being accomplished in a much shorter space of 
time ttan could hare been preiiously imagined, 
tiie court of Versailles ftrand ttaelf dismgaged fipom 
aSobiigalioi 



UEBnVQ OF PARLUMBKr-CONTINBNrAL 
EN6A6BMBNTS. 
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III ooBsegneaee of tiiese traniaetioas, it 
irand necessary to assemble the parlianient of 
Ofoat Britain somewhat earlier than is uswdJbi 
time of peace; and, the ■css i en hariag oommenoed 
on the twentr-serenth of Noremher, the king, in 
Us speech toiwdi houses, remarked, " that at the 
elsoe of the laaC session he had informed them of 
the eonoem with which he obserred tte disputes 
unhappily sidMistlng In tile republie of the miited 
pmrinces. Thelrsitvatlan soon allerwards became 
asore critical end alanriag. The king of Prussia 
havfag deasanded aa t ie f action for the iasiilt oflbred 
to the princess of Orange his sister, tte party 
whkh had aswped tte g e i eiiuae nt applied to the 
meat chrietlan nog far assistanee ; and that prince 
having notified to his majesty his inlenttonef 
grsBting their raqaes^ tiie king did not hesitate 
to deriare ttat he oonld net rsmun a quiet specta- 
tor, said gave Immediato eiden for angmenting hk 
fofots iMMh by sea and land ; and in the eourse of 
ttfo tmnMedon he had eoachided a subsidiary 
treaty witt the LandgraTe of Hesse Cassel. In 
the mean ttne tte ra pid s yo c ess of timdnke of 
Brunawlck enabled tte proflnoea to deKw ttei^ 
selves from the ntiprassiiai under which they la- 
all sulQeflts of eonteet being tt 
plHBatlan had taLan 
of London and Yenailles 
It li wert^ of transient rsmaifc that the language 
•f the sp e ae n firom the ttnme waa that of a a ealo ns 
ofthehoaseof OrsBfe. It is Inoonoelva- 
I how the ezlsttig meramant of Holland ooald 
± any cols« or Justiee be stfgaMtiaed aa an 
for by the eou stitnli on of that country 
of Oransa as atadttolder waa net a 
aoreraignr but a snqjeot poasessing no share ni 
the legbdaliTe power; and though ay the formula 
of 17«r the oOee was declared hevaditary, it was 
net on that aooonnt irrevocable sny more than tte 
oAees of eari Buanshal or great ehamber- 
the EbgUsh eonstitation. And the eo- 
allQded to in the apeec h were oartainn 
the usual severities inttsted 
I who presumed to resist the iiieasiiius of 
the su|ainiie govemmsnt. It must however be 
conlieased ttat the prompt and vigoroaa measures 
of tte English cabinet wer»absolntoly narinsary to 
ceanteract tte insidious designs of nance in her 
proiectsd Interforence in the aflUrs of Holland, 
and in this point of view tteir oondnct waa highly 
and deservedly applauded by the nation. The ad- 
dressee in answer to the- king's speech wore voted 
witt great unanimity in bott houses ; and the sub- 
sidy to Hessepas s ed without a dfaientient rote. 
In a short tune treaties of alliance were eonelnd- 

aetween the courts of London, Berlin, and. tte 
ue; by which the two fonner guaranteed the 
rholderato In perpetuity to the serene house of 



If as 

ttose 



to fVonish the other witt a succour of dxteen thoU' 
sand tnfontry, and four ttousand cavalry, of aa 
equivalent in money, wittin the term of two monthe 
Ikom the date of the requisition. Thus was Britain 
once more fotally entangled in tte intricate and la- 
es^trioaUe toils of continental engagements. 

BAST IKBIA DECLARATORY ACT. 

TSB most coasiderBble legislative measure of the 
present s e s si on, related to a controversy whidi had 
arisen between tte board of control and tte Bast 
bdia company. At the moment of the general, 
alarm exdted by tte ai&iis of HoDaad, govem.ment 
proposed to tte directors, to send out four'regl- 
ments of the king's troc^ as a reinforcement 
to tte army in India, upon condition that tte whole 
expense was defrayed oy tte conmany. This pro- 
posal was at first pardy accepted, but the rumour 
of wOt having speedily subsided, tho matter wa^ 
reconsidered by the board of direction and finjQIy 
r e act e d. They oontanded. ttat lord North's bill of 
1781 expressly provided, that the company should 
pay only finr such troops as by their requisition 
should bo sent to India : and tte opinion of differ- 
ent eminent lawyers who had been consulted on 
the sulject, appeared p e ifoc l ly to colndde witt 
that of the directors, nrt of tte troops however 
wer e alrMdy vrepared for emtMofcation, and tte 
company reronag to admit ttem on board their 
ships, the minister, to extricate himsdf fkvm this 
neipusing dilemma, hutroduoed into parliament 
his fomous declaratory act, to show that his 
bidia bffl of 1764 had rested hi tte boaxd of 
trd, and not In tte dlrsotors, the supreme j 
of detemnning tte propriety of every sudi 
sure. The dedaratonr bill met with a mestfinnid- 
able oppodtiou in paniament. Ootonel Barre pro- 
tested that he had flram the first discerned tto 
traces of a system^of Indian patronage, of wUoh ha 
beHered tte bOI under dis cu ssion to be a great adp 
vanoe to the final completion ; and If it sho«dd b« 
sufifared to pass, a folsl stab would be given to the 
oonstitntlon. The question of co mmi tment waa 
earried by a majority of fifty s a ti m roices noAjf 
and on being carried into tte bouse of lords It «» 
peslenced a s e c o nd oppodtion not less violent than 
Ihe first. It passed at length, accoaspaaded witt a 
protest signed by sixteen peers. In which the dn> 
daratory bin was rsprobatod as fiitondly to eu i iupl 
intrigue and cabal aestfle to all good govarament 
— and abhonrsnt to tte priadples of I 
tlon. 

TRIAL OF HASTINGS. 

ITfiS. In the eady part of tte 
had deHvored in his answer to the 
tim com awms, who 
ndttee of uMnagers to 
tt« trial eommencwd on the filtoentt of 
1786 in Westminster hall, which was fitted up 
the pmpose witt great magnifioenoe. BuriM 1 
four days In making hie prdiminary speech, which 
fined Witt TOhement iarectlve, witt araeh thn- 




extraneous to tte au^e ct of tta 
The friends of Bvke extolled tUsspeacli as a ; 
ttan Ciceronian eAirt of doqnenoe ( but tte nob* 
Ue considered It fa^fndioions, extravagant^ pad Doaa> 
bastical. On tte twenty second of February, the 
Benares charge waa epened by Vvm. ; and conclud- 
ed on tte twantykfiitt by Gray, nMiaber for Nor- 
ttumbadand, a ge n tleman whoae talents at a rmy 
early period of an attraoted In an eminent degree 
th9 attention of the house. On the fifteenth of 
April the diarva relative to the Bnrams of Onde 
was brought ftitward by Adam, and tte evidence on 
ttii charge was suauDOd up by Sheridan witt txaii> 
soandent abilltv. 

C BILL TO RBG0LATX THB SLAYB TRADE. 

Trs lost business of importance which eagaged 
tlie atteniipn of parWament, was a UIl to ragulate 
the transportation of sUres from tte ooast of Africa 
to tto West Indies. lUs bffl, which wm intended 
merdy to esteliMsh a certain wasonaMe proportlMi 
between the number of tte slaves and tonnage of 
the ships, was violentiy and obstinately opposed by 



petitions frmn tte merphanti of London and Liver* 
Orange, as an essential part of the constitution of pool, concerned in the African trade. Counsel 
the united provinces. By the treaty betweon the | Whig therafon engaged and witneasea 
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It appeared in erlAoDce at Umi bar of the hoose, 
that tbd tlaTefl had not, as w«i emphaticany stated, 
whan stowed together, so much room as a man in 
hb coffin, either in lenctii or breadth. They drew 
their breafli with laborToui and painful efforts, and 
many unable to support the struggle died of suffo- 
eation. The customary mortalitv of the royafe ex- 
oeeded seventeen times the usual estimate or homan 
His. ▲ slave sUp, when full ftraucht with this cargo 
•f wretchedness and abomination, eThthitetl at once 
Ae extremes of human depraTity and human misery. 
In reriewing this superlatiTely wlAed and detest- 
able trafflo, Pitt witfi indignant eloquence declared, 
- that If, as had been asserted by the members 4>f 
Ureipool, the trade could not bo carried on in any 
odier manner, he would retract what he had said 
on a former day, and waving erery farther discus- 
slon, give his instant rote for the annihilation of a 
truffle thus shocking to humanity. He trusted that 
^e house beidg now in possession of such evidence 
to was never before exhibited, would endeavour to 
extricate themselves from the guilt and remorse 
which every man ought to feel for having so lana 
over-looked such cruelty and oppression." The biU 
was carried up June the eighteenth to the houfte of 
lords, where it was fated to encounter the deter, 
mined opposition oi lord Tburlow, tiie duke of 
Chandos, and lord Sidney. The bQl howerer had a 
number of fHends, and to the honour of parliament, 
ihe nation, and human nature, finally passed by a 
considenble m^ority. 

The king pat an end to the session Jaly tiae ele- 
venth, by a speech from the throne, in which he 
complimented the two houses on their attention and 
liberali^. ** His faithful sntoects had evdry reason," 
as be ainrmed, ** to expect the continuance of Uie 
blessings of peace, and the engagements vHiich he 
had recently .formed with the king of Prussia and 
the States-general of the united provinces wouM, 
he trusted, promote the security and welfttre of his 
own dominions, and contribute to the geneva! tran- 
qaiUlty of JBuope." _ 

THE KING'S INDISPOSITION. 

800 M after the recess of parliament, the king, 
who had been for some time rather indisposed, was 
advised by his phnicians to try the mineral waters 
of Chcdtenham. His nu^os^ accordingly took a 
Jonraev to that place. His healtti appeared, during 
his restdence there, ireatly re-estalwshed ; but soon 
after Us arrival at Windsor, late in the summer, his 
illness returned with new and alarming symptoms. 
By the end of October, it could no longer be coa- 
OMled Uiat the malady of the king was of a nature 
peculiarlv afflictive and dreadful. A mental derange- 
ment had taken place, which rendered him totally 
incapaUa of pubuc business, ne parliament stood 
prorogued to the twentieth of November. On the 
fourteenth of that month circular letters were ad- 
dressed to the members of the legislature, signifying 
that tiie indisposition of the sovereign rendered u 
doabtftil whemer there would be a peasibility of re- 
ceiving his commands for the further prorogation of 
parliament. If not, in that ease the two houses must 
of neoessity assentble, and the attendance of 0ie dif- 
fsrent members was earnestly requested. Parlia- 
ment being accordingly assembled, the state of the 
king's health wasfonaallv notified to the house of 
Mere by the lord chancellor, and to tike commons 
oy Mr. Pitt : and as the sesaiott of parliament could 
not be opened in the regular mode, an adfouinment 
of fourteen days was recommended and adopted. 
Upon the re-asisembling of pariisment, December 
the fburfli, a report of tiie board of privy council 
was presented to tiio two houses, containing an ex- 
amination of tiie roval physicians ; and it was sug- 
gested, that, considering the extreme delicacy of J 
the su^ect and the person concerned, parliament 
wodld do well to rest satisfied without any more 
direct or express information, especially as the ex- 
aminations of council had beien taken upon oath, 
which the house of commons had no power to ad- 
minister : donbts, however, were started by Pox, 
nnrke, and others of the same party, whether par- 
liament could in this momentous case dispense with 
that sort of evidence on which they had been accus- 
tomed to proceed. As the minister's chief d^ect 
was procrastination, the objection was too accepta* 
Ue to be wamdy contested, and therefore after a 
trilling, debate, a committee of twenty-one persons 

5 as appointed in each house to examine and report 
le sentiments of the royal physicians. The report 



of the committee was laid upon the table ef tb« 
house of commons on the tenth of December, when 
a motion was made by Pitt, for the appointment of 
another committee to inspect the Journals for pre> 
cedents. " With respect to precedents, there ware," 
said Pox. ** notoriously none which applied to tiMi 
present instance ; and he affirmed, that all thcit wa^ 
requisite to their ultimate decision had been obtain- 
ed by the report now lying upon their table. By 
that report they had ascertained die incapacity of 
the soverei|p!i : and he advanced as a proposition 
deducible tejva the principles of the constitution, 
and the analogy of the law of hereditary succession, 
that whenever the sovereign was incapable of ex- 
ercising the funcUmu of hG higly office, the heir ap- 
Earent, if of fnU age and capacity, had as indispnta- 
le a claim to the exerdse of the executive authori- 
ty, in the name and on the behalf of the sovereign, 
oaring his incaj^dty. as in the case of his natural 
demise." Pitt immediately, with much apparent 
warmth, declared, ** that the assertion which had 
been made b^ Pox was little short of treason against 
the constitution ; and he pledged himself to prove, 
that the heir apparent in the instance in queadoo, 
had no more right to the exercise of the executive 
power than any other person ; and that it belonged 
entirely to the two remaining branches of the Icgi^ 
lature, to make such a provision for supplying the 
temporary deficienoy as they might think praper. 
To assert an inherent right in the prince or Wales 
to assume the government, was virtually to revive 
those exploded ideas of the divine and indeCeasible 
authority of princes, which had so justly sunk into 
cbntempt, and almost into oUivicm. Kings and 
princes derive their power firom the people, and to 
the people alone, through the organ of their repre- 
sentatives, did it appertain to decide in cases for 
which the constitution had made no specific or posi- 
tive provision." 

Thus was this famous political question at Issue 
between these two great political rivals ; in which 
it was remarkable tiiat Fox, the steady, uniform, 
and powerful advocate of the people, appeared to 
lean to prerogative s and Pitt, who had been loudly 
and jnsuy accused of deserting the principles of 1»- 
berty, stood forth their intrepai and sealous aasert- 
er. AU those popular arguments and primary ai(- 
ioms of government, on which the friends of free- 
dom delight to dwell, were upon this occasion nrg- 
•d by Pitt with energy and eloquence. If he was 
sincere on this ocoasion, his sentiments, as will ap- 
pear in the sequel, afterwardk underwent an entire 
revolutiou. 

The motion of Pitt for a comniittee to examine 
precedents being carried in the eommons, a aiaailar 
motion waa the next day made by lord Oundcn in 
the house of Peers, and the dootiina of Pox rspcn- 
bated by his lordship with great severity. It was 
on die other hand defended with nuich ability by 
lord Loughborough and lord Stovmont; the latter 
of whom concluded hia speech with recomaaandlag 
an immediato address to the prince of Wales, en- 
treating him to assmne the exerdsa of die roy^ an- 
thoritv. Hie discussion of the abstract qnostion ef 
right having aflbrded a great and unexneeted ad- 
vantage to the Biinistry, the duke of loric, seen 
after tms debate. In the name of the pitnoe, exprss- 
sed his wishes, *' that the question might be wared. 
No ctaum of right," his highness said, " had ~ 
advanced by the prinoe of Wales ; and he wai 
fideat that his brother too well understeod die 
cred principles which seated the house of firanswiok 
upon the throne, ever to assume er «xeiciae any 
imwer, be his claim what it might, that waa net de- 
rived from the will of die peo^e expressed by their 
representadves." The duke of Olonceater confirm- 
ed the declaration of the duke of York. Lord Tliur- 
low, who had at Unt consented to take a part In die 
regency adminlstradon, in the arrangement of which 
die post of lord president had been assigned to him, 
now varying the course of his policy, spoke widi 
great dnergy of his " sentiments of alreodon to- 
wards the knig. Nothing could be more disgraceful 
than to desert the sorereign in his distreestd and 
helpless situation. His own debt of gradtnde fbr 
favours received was ample, when he forgot his 
kfaig, might God forget Um." This patbedc and 
loyal exclamation, not being periiaps in perfect uni. 
son with the acceptance of a place in tfie new ad- 
ministration, it was rumoured to be the result of 
certain intimations which his lotdship recendy re- 
ceived of the happy and not very distant prvspaet 
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«f fhe Unc** no o ft/t f . Hilt wm hftirt y f i m yet 
a matter or anxiova and drabtfol apecolation. 

On the riKtecaUt of December, ibe honae befaig in 
a oommittae an the state of the nation, Pitt moTOd 
the two leOowing declaratory reMdatknu ; Unt, the 
interruption of the royal anthorlty; and, aeoohd, 
that it was tbo duty of paittament to proride the 
means of supplying that defect. A Tenement de- 
bate ensued, in the eoune of which Fox dedared 
the prindpies of the minister to bo, tfiat the monar- 
chy was indeed hereditary, bat that the execntire 
power ought to be eleetire.— *' Where," said he, '*is 
that famous dictum to be found by which ttie crown 
is guarded with inTJolable sanctity, while its powers 
are left to the mercy of every assailant T The prince, 
it is asserted, has no more right than another per> 
son. and at tins sam6 time it is acknowledged that 
parliament is not at liberty to think of any other 
regent; and all thb paradoxical absurdity for the 
paltry triumph of a TOte orer a political antagonist." 
The resolution was however, on a diTision. carried 
by two hundred and sixty-eight against two nundred 
and four voices. Tliis great point being gained, the 
ministry proceeded without delay to convert it to 
their own adTantag e« 

A third resolution passed, on the twenty-third of 
December, empowering the chancdlor of Great 
Britain to affix the great acal to such blU of Umita- 
tioos as might be neoeaaary to reatrict the power of 
fhe future regent. Thia mode of procedure waa 
warmly oppoa^ by lord North. " A peraon," aaid 
hia lordahlp, ** la to be aet up without power or dia- 
cretion, and Uria pageant, thia Actitiotta being, ia to 
give the Ibroe of^a law to tlie decisions of the two 
aonaea. Was It ever before heard of, tibat there 
ooold be a power of giring assent without the power 
of refn^bg that assent? Would any man senously 
mafaitain that the third estate, thus conjured up, u 
really diatinct from the other two f 

1780. On the leoond of Januarv 1780, to complete 
fhe aingularity and perplexity of the buaineaa, died 
Comwidl, apeaker of die houae of conmona ; and 
on the fifth the vacant chair waa filled by Grenrille, 
brother to lord Temple, and though there were a 
striking irregularity in entering upon the dutiea of 
hia office without tnm previoua aancdon of royal ap- 
probation, yet in this aeaaon of noveltlea, a defect 
of thia aort waa acarcely noticed, amid the preasure 
of aflhirs ao much more important. 

In oonaequence of aome difference of opinion 
among the royal physicians respecting the state of 
his mtuesty's health, Loveden made a motion for a 
fresh committee to re-examine the physicians on 
the subject of the king's illness, and the probability 
of recovery. This motion havm^ boon acceded to, 
gave rise to a second report, which left the boose, 
with regard to the event, as much in the dark as 
erer, answering no other purpose than to create 
delay, of which the minister well knew the value 
and advantage. A letter was at length written to 
the prince of Wales by Pitt, informmg bb royal 
higmiess of the plan meant to be pursued : tfiat the 
care of the king's person and the diroosition of the 
royal household soould be committed to tho queen, 
who would by this means be vested with the pa- 
tronage of four hundred places, amongst which were 
the great offices of lord steward, lord chamberlain, 
and the master of the horae. That the power of the 
prinoe diould not extend to the granting any office, 
rercraion. or penaion, for any other term than dur- 
ing the kmg'a pleasure, nor to the conferring any 
peerage. Ine answer of the prince was firm, dig- 
nified, and temperate. He said, " it was with deep 
n^ret, diat he perceived in the nropositions of ad- 
nanistration, a prqject for introducug weakneaa, 
diaorder, and inaecority into every brandi of pohti- 
m1 buaineaa; — for aeparating the court from tiie 
atate, and depriving government of ita natural and 
accnatomed aupport; a acheme for diaconnccting 
authority to command aervice, from the power of 
animating it by reward ; and for allotting to him all 
the invidioua dutiea of the kingly atation, without 
the meana of softening them to ttie pnblic by any 
one act of grace, favour, or benignity." He ob- 
served, that the plea of public utUity muat be atrong, 
nanifeat, and urgent, that could thna require the 
extinction or suspension of any^ of those essential 
tights in the supreme power or its representative, 
or which could justify the prince in consenting, that 
in his person an experiment should be made to as- 
certain with how small a portion of kingly power 
the eoLOCutiTe government «^ thia oow&try could bo 



905 



eondueled. In fine, tho prtaiee doolstiM, fliat hlo 
oonvietion of the ovila which might otherwtoa «rtoe, 
out-weighed in hia mind every other oonalderatiota, 
and would determine him to undertake the palafiil 
treat inipoaed upon him by that meUnehoIy aeoeo- 
aity, whfeh of all tho king'a aul^ecla ho deplored the 
moat. 

KIKG'S RBCOYXRY. 
Thb bin intendod to can^ Into oflTect this wild 
and dangetoua pn^ect, the oflbpring of party hMef. 
eet, and personal ambition, waa brought into the 
houae en .tho aixteeoth of Jannary 1780. Long and 
violent debatea enaoed; and in the houae of lords, 
it waa accompanied by a proteat, aigned by the duke 
of York, at the head of the princea of the blood, and 
fifty-five other peers, expressive of dieir highest ia- 
digioation at the reatrietiona thus arbitrarily idkpos- 
ed on tibo execndve audiority. These extraordinary 
and unprecedented proceedings were at length, 
happily for the puUto, arrested in their progress 
by ap intimation from the chancellor, that Uie khu; 
waa declared by hia phyaidana to be in a atate o? 
eonvaleaconoe. Thia waa followed by a declaration 
on tho tenth of March, that hia maieaty being per- 
fectly recovqred from Ida indispoatoon, bad ordered 
a fommis aion to be issued for holding the parHa- 
mont in the uonal manner. Tho tidings of the king's 
recovery diffuaed the moat general and heartfelt 
aatiafaedoo. A national thankagiving was appoint- 
ed, and the king himaelf went in aolemn procesaion 
to the cathedral of St. Paul'a, to offer up to the Al- 
mighty hia gratefel devodona on thia event. Hia 
recovery %iia alao- celebrated throughout the king- 
dom by splendid Olnminadona, and aU the other ac- 
cuatomed demonatradivs .of joy. 

PARLIAMENT REGULARLY OPENED. 
In tho apeech delivered by tho chancellor In the 
name of the king to the two houaea, hia majesty 
conveyed to them hia warmeat admowledgmento 
for the additional prooCi they had given of attach- 
ment to hia peraon, of their concern for the honour 
and intereata of his crown, and the security and 
good government of his dominions. It very soon 
appeared that the last proceedings of the ministry 
in the regency business were highly agreeable to 
the sovereign. A number of persons holding posts 
under die government, who nad concurred m tho 
measures of opposition, were unceromonioualy dia ■ 
miaaed frmn tneir officea. 

SHOP TAX REPEALED— TEST AND COR. 
PORATION ACTS. 

ONioftheearlieat topica that engaged the a^ 
tention of parliament was the unpopular shop tax. 
Fbx renewed hia annual motion for its repeal, to 
which Pitt did not choose any longer to withhold 
his assent, though at the same dme he affirmed he 
had heard nothing in the shape of argument which 
induced him to change his original opinion. En- 
couraged by the success of this application, Demp- 
ster immediately moved for the repeal of the hawk- 
er'a and pedlar'a tax- Thia, however, could not 
bo obtained ; but a bill paaaed to explain and amend 
the act, by which the more oppreasive clauses were 
mitigated, and that friendless and injured class of 
persona reatored in acme meaauro to their dvil and 
commercial righta. 

On the eighth of May, Beaofoy introduced the 
motion which he had two yeara before aubmittod lo 
the house, for the repeal of the corporation and test 
acts. Fox supported the motion with uncommon 
force of argmnent. He laid it down aa a primary 
axiom of policy, " diat no huaan government had 
juriadicdon over opiniona aa auch. and more parti 
culariy over roHaiooa opiniona. It had no right to 
preaume that it knew them, and much leaa to act 
upon that preaumption. Mrhen opiniona were pro* 
ductive of acta ii^jnrioiis to society, the law knew 
how and where to apply tho remedy. If die reverse 
of this doctrine were adopted, if tho actions of men 
were to be prejudged firom their opiniona, it would 
aow the aeeda of everiaating jealouay and diatruat ; 
it would give die most unlhgnited acope to the malig- 
nant paauona ; it would indto. each man to divine 
the opiniona of hia neighbour, to deduce tmachiev- 
oua conaequencea from them, and then to prove 
that he on^t to incur diaabilitiea, to bo fettered 
with reatnetiona, to be haraaaed with penalties. 
From this intolerant prindple had flowed every 
specaca of party B«al| oTtry ayaten of political per- 
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Mcatioo,- evory oYtnTaiMM of nludona hat*. 
TiMro WW0 auuiT wami. not of th» — fabfiihniffn^ to 
whoM MTTioao their country bod o^olaim. Sorolv a 
citiaoa of thij dotciiption ought bo ponaitted with- 
out dancor or obtaidity to aoy— thoagh I dwont 
IroM tbo choreh, I am a firiond to the coMtitatioa ; 
and on rotigioao subject* I am entitled to thinh and 
act as I please. Ought the country to be deprired 
of the benefit she might deriTO fkom the talenU of 
s, and-his m^esty be prorented from dis- 
_ the favours of tte crown exMpt to 
doscriptioo of his sulgoctst The lest and eon 
tion acts bad oubsisled. it was oontended, for 
than a century. Trat; but how had they snbsistedt 
by repeated suspensions. For the indonuity bills 
-wen*, literally speaking, annual ads. Whom then 
would be tbm fanpropriety of suspending ttrnm lidr 
•rer by on act of perpetual operation f Lot not 
Groat Britsin be the last to aTaU henelf of tbe gen- 
eral improvement of the human underotanding. In- 
dalgenee to other secti^ a candid lespea for thebr 
opkdons, a desire to promoto charity and good will, 
were the best proofii that any rolipon could giro of 
Its divine origin." Pitt in an artliScial harangue de- 
HTored with a groat oatemal show of candour, and 
decorated with a spodoosness of language, epposed 
tiie motion. On a division thb important question 
was lost by a mi^rity of only twenty voioeo. 
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MOTION FOa THB ABOUnOM OF TUB 

SLATB TRADB. 



WiLBEBFOncK, at an advanced period of the 
aioa, broo^t forward his long expectid motion, 
relating to tbe abolition of the African dare trade, 
which was now become tbe theme of public execra- 
tion. Lord Penryn asserted, in the oonrse of ttila 
debate. " tiiat to his knowledge, the planten were 
now willing to assent to any regtdalSon of the trade, 
short of its abolition.'* In reply to this remaxl. Fox, 
•with, great animation dedared, " that he knew of 
no such thing, as a ' regulation of robbeir, and re> 
stricdon of murder.' There was no medium : the 
lenslatnre must either abolish the trade, or plead 
gultvto all the inionity with which it was attend- 
ed. This was a tramc which no government could 
authorise, without participatidb in tbe infiuny." 
Bvidence being heard at the bar of the house for 
several successive weeks, it was at length on tbm 
twen^-Chird of June, moved by alderman Newn- 
ham, " that (he farther consideration of the sulgect 
be doferred to the next sessuuk," which was accord- 
ingly carried. 

The session was terminated August the eleventh 
1780, by a speech from the lord chancoUor in the 
oil the sovereign. 
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CHAPTER XXI. 



XeHUig 9f PmrUament-- Bitrket first PkiUlmfle agabut 'Franee—The Sentimtntg of Fox and Sheridan 
on the tmut 8ul(f«ct^Oppo*iiioM to the Motion fur Reveal of the Test and Vorforation Acts—A He- 
farm in Pearikanent moved h$ Mr, Flood— mnd witkdrawnStaU of Settlements in indiaSoaai 
Aloooage mnnomteea a Hwpture vUh Sp€dn—The pUfute settled, and a Convention signed— liar 
enmmenetd to tndUt—To defray the Expenses of the Spanish Armament the Minister mrovotes seizing 
themnelmtmed Dividends in the Bank—VioleHtljf opposed— Compromised — Question vhetier Impeach- 
menu abate ornot by a Dissolution of ParUamemt—BlU in Favour of the Catholics passed— Bill 
for settling the Bights of Juries in Oases of Libel— The Slave Trade— The Estaplishment qf the 
Sierra Leona Q u npm np BM for the better Government of Vastada— Burke's Invective against the 
volut i on A nswered bp Fn— Terminates in a Breach of FiriendsUp— Rupture with Russia 
^ the Quarrel— The French Revolution divides the Nation itUo Parties— Birmingham 
■ FermmU bp on infiammatorg and seditious Band-bill— Dr, PriestU^'s Bouse, 4c. 
destroptd* 



XEETXNO OF PARUAHBNT-BURKBTS 
PHILUPPIC AGAINST FRANCS. 



WHILE tbo •mmneror tfa« yiw 17W pa^ .„ 
away in Epfland vitboot pMacnif any m^ 
moraUtt traaiactkm, it proved a paiiod irailfal of 
commotion on the continent, and win be dislin- 
cniahvd to the latest pootority ae the epoch of the 
rronch roTololian. 

1700. Hw parliament elected in 17M» net lor lis 
fait MMlon on the twenty flrel of Jannary I7M. In 
the speech from the throne, hia m^eaty sUchCly 
glanced at the a&ira of France, by obcerring, that 
'' the internal sitnation of the dnbrant naru of Bn- 
rope had been prodoctiTe of events which had en- 
nifed his most seiions attenUon.** Lord Vallatortf 
In moving the address, took occasion to contrast 
the tranqoil and pronMrons sitnation of Wngland 
with the anardiy and Beentioasness of Vrvacm, and 
to stigmatixe the revelation in that country as an 
event tlie most disastzons'and Ihtal to the interests 
of die Aieneh which had ever taien place sinee the 
fonndaticn of their monarchy. This langaage was 
highly applanded by the old piwogative pSslaax, 
and was a toierable indication of the Ugfat in whkh 
ih% recent transactions in France were viewed by 
the British coort. The snl(|ect was resnased npen 
the debate wUch took place on Fsfaraary the ninth 
relative to the army estimates. Mr. Bane observ- 
ed, ** that on a review of all Earope, be did not 
ted that politically we stbed in the smsTlnst degree 
of danger from any one state or kfaigdon It contain- 
ed, nor Aat any Ibteign powen, bnt onr own allies^ 
were likelv to gain a preponderanoe in the srale. 
The Fren^ bad shown fhmnselves the ablest axcbi. 
tecti of min that had Utfierto appeared in the world. 
In one short sommcr fliey had completely polled 
down their monarchy, th«r church, their nobility, 
their law, their army, and Uieir revenue. Wore we 
absolute conquerors, and France to He prostrate at 
ear feet, we should blush to impose upon them 
terms so destructive to all their consequence as a 
nation, as the durance they bad Imposed upon 
themselves. Onr present danger, from the exam- 

£le of a people wbote character knows no medium, 
I, with rvgud to goremment, a danger from Boon, 
tions violence — a danger of being led from admira- 
tion to imitation of the excesses of an unprincipled, 
plundering, ferocious, bloody, and tyrannical demo- 
cracy^-^ a people whose government is anarchy, 
and whose religion is atheism. He declared no 
Mt great concern that tUs strange thing, called a 
revelation in France, should be compared with the 
rierions event oommouly caUed the revolution In 
Sttgland. in truth, the drcumstaaces of our revo- 
lution, as it is called, and that of France, are Just 
the reterse of each other hi almost ev«:ry particular. 



and in the whole spirit of the 
we did was. In tmttiand substakMi*. » 
made, bnt nrevented. We took solid 
setded dooDtfal quesClens ; we 

law. In die stable Amdamantal 



no 



of onr 
nor any 

sabor£ 



aHeration at aB. WedidnoChnjMrt^ 
The nation kept the same ranks^ tiw 
nations, the same francMeses the saai 
law, tibe revenue, and the magistracy ; the 
lords, the same f^mm i oBs . the same eeiporanens, 
the same electors. The March was not impaired. 
Her estates, her mi^esty, her splendour, her orders 
and gradations eontlnacd the same. Bna was piu- 
served in her fnU eflcienoy, and deered only of 
that intblerance wbiek washer weakimse' and dis- 
grace. Was little done then, because a revelatloD 
was not made in her constifiitisn t Mo— every thing 
was done ; becansa we coauneoced wiA reparation^ 
not with ruin. The state 4ouxished; Great Britain 
rose above the standard of her foraMv self. All the 
energies of the country were awjikeined,_and a 
of nrospeiity 



_ i, which sdB contiatnesf 

not only unimpaired, bnt receiving growth aadiaa- 
provement under Hm wastiag hana or thne." 

SBMTIIIBNTS OF FOX AKB 8HB3UDAK. 



Ha. Fox, notwithstanding bis nenonal 
and fHendship for Bnrke^ thought It n s c as i 
Justice to the rectitude and dignity of 
racter, to declare * his total duient from 
so hostile to die general prindples ef Bber^ ; and 
which he was gneved to hear from the Bpa ef n 
man whom he loved and revered ■ by whose pm> 
cepis he had been taught, Inp whose eii ample he 
hsd been snimated to enaage m their defence. Hn 
vindicated the conduct of the nrendi army, ia reftw- 
Ing to act aaainst tliofar fsUow dtiaens firom the a*, 
penions of Burko, who had charged them with 
abetting an abominable sedition by mutiny and de- 
sertion ; dedaxing, that if he could view a standing 
military force with less constitutional Jealousy than 
before, it was owing to the noUe spirit manifeated 
by the •French army; who on beonming seldicm, 
had proved that they did not forfeit theb ch» 
racter as dtiaens, and would not act as the mere in- 
struments of a despot. The soenes of bloodshed and 
cruelty that had been acted in Franoe, no man," 
said Pox, ** could hear Ok witlioat lamentiDg. Bnt 
when the grievous tyranny that die people had so 
long groaned under was considered, the excemee 
diey bad committed in their efforts to shake off the 
yoke could not exdte our astoolriraient po much as 
our regret. And as to the contrast Burke bad ex. 
hibited, reroe c tiog the mode in which the two re- 
Tolutiimsor Bngland and 'France were eondocted, 
it most be r emem bered, that t|M sitnation of th« 
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twoUAKdoau was totally different In France, a 
new oonaCitatiim waa to do created. In Bnglaud, 
it wanted only to be fecnred. If the fabric of go7- 
•rouent in England suflbred leai alteration, it wa« 
becanae it requbrod leM alteration. If a general 
deetniction of tbe ancient oonftitntion bad taken 
place in France, it was becaoae tbe wbole system 
was radically bostile to liberty, and Uiat every part 
of it breatbed tbe direful spirit of despotism." 
Sberidan, witb stiil less reserre and attention to 
personal respect, reprobated tibe political senti- 
ments wbicb bad been adyaneed by Burke. " Tbe 
people of France," said Sberidan, " it is true, baye 
oonunitted acts of barbarity and bloodsbed wbicb 
have juttly excited indignation and abborrence. He 
was as ready as Burke to detest the cruelties diat 
bad been committed ; but wbat was the striking 
lesson, the awful moral, that these outrages taught T 
A deeper abhorrence of that system of despotic 
gorernment, wlfich had so deformed and corrupted 
human nature ; of a species of guremment, that 
trampled upon the propertv, the liberty and lires 
of its snlgects ; that dealt in extortions, dungeons, 
and torture ; and that prepared beCore hand a day 
of sanguinary vengeance, when the irritated popu- 
lace should possess themselves of power. The peo- 
ple, unhappily misguided, as they doubtless were, 
in particular mstances, had however acted rightly 
in their great d^ect. They had piMad the supreme 
authority of the community in those bands by whom 
alone it could be justly exercised, and had reduced 
their sovereign to the rank which properly belon'i^ed 
to kings — tiiat of administrator of Uie laws establish- 
ed by ^e free consent of the community." 

This being the first time that the French revolu- 
tion becaane a sttlgeet of paiiiamentary isrrestigm' 
tioo, the house appeared, dnrinfr a long and most 
interesting discnssioB, greatly agittted b^ tbe shock 
and oimflict of dashing opinions : but Pitt preserv- 
ed a cautious and pontic silence as to the merits 
of the revolntion, contenting himself for fho pres- 
ent, with htviahly applauding Burke for die aealous 
and seasonable attachment be had displayed to the 
principles of the British constitotion. 

OPPOSITION TO A BBPBAL OF THE TEST 
AND eORPOBATION ACTS. 

TBI spirit, however, by which the govemmenf 
was now actuated, appeared with less reserve in 
their conduct towards the dissenters. Since the 
very ftivounhle and flattering decision of the last 
session, relative to the repeal of the test and cor- 
poration acts, the dissenters had made tbe most 
strenuous and uuremitting efforts to increase their 
parliamentary friends. Taey had held provincial 
meetings in every part of the kingdom, and in their 
public resolutions^ not only gave the most uncqui- 
Tocal proofs of their joy at the late events in France. 
but in contemplation of Ae approaching general 
election, recommeaded a preference in favour 6f 
such members as hkd phown'tbemselves friends and 
advocates of equal and universal liberty. In tbe 
stead of Beaufoy, a friend and partisan of the mi- 
nister, Fox was now solicited to move the repeal of 
the acts in question, to which he gave a ready and 
generous assent. On the other hand, the clergy of 
tfi^ church of England were not idle. Jealous of 
every appearance of encroachment on their ex- 
clusive privileges, and alarmed at the precipitate 
dpwnfU of flie GaJlinan church, they revived with 
incredible success the obsolete and senseless da- 
mour, that the church was in danger. Counter- 
meetiogs of tbe friends of the church were also 
every where convened, in which the repeal of the 
test was deprecated as fatal to its security and ex- 
istence. Such were the ste^s taken by the ad- 
verse parties, to impress the nation at large with an 
: dea of the magnitude and importance of a ques- 
tion, which they had hitherto regarded with cool 
Indifference. 

On the second of March, Fox brought fbrward 
his motion of repeal, which he supported with a 
wonderfol display of ability. 

Mr. Pitt, who had oppo^d the former applications 
with temper and mooeration, now indulged some 
expressions of asperity. *' Neither ttie merits nor 
demerits of iadividuals ougfat," he said, " to have 
any influence in the discussion of the present ques- 
tion ; yet was the conduct of the dissenters liable to 
Just reprehension, who, at the very moment tbey 
were reprobating the test laws, ducoverad aa Ib- 



teution of forming assodatloQs through the country 
lor the purpose en imposing a test upon the inem« 
hers of that house, and judging of their . fitness to 
discharge their pariiamentary duty from tib«ir votes 
upon mis single occasion. To toleration the die- 
senteia were undoubtedly entitled; lliey had a 
right to enjoy their lil>erty and their nroperty, to 
entertain their own speoilative opinions, and to 
educate Aeir oflhpring in such religious sentiments 
as themselves approved. But the indispensable 
necessity of a permanent church establishment for 
the good of the state, required that toleration ahonld 
not be extended to equalily ; if it were, there would 
be an end for ever to the wise policy of prevention, 
and a door would be opened to die absolute ruin of 
the constitution." Burke seconded the minister in 
a speech of far more virulence, and in present cir- 
cumstances therefore of fax move eflkcacy. He as- 
tonished and alarmed the house with reading aev. 
oral passages from die writings of dissenting di- 
vines on tbe subject of ecclesiasdcal establishments, 
expressed with the usual acrimony and violence of 
theological polemics. From these testimonies 
Burke inferred the inveterate enmity of the dissent- 
ers to the church, and he adjured the house tosaffisr 
tbe fatal incidents which bad taken place in Fnaace, 
and the sadden ruin of the GaUican. church, to 
aiR^on their seal for the preservation of our pres- 
ent happy and excellent establishment." On the 
division the numbers were, ayes one hundred and 
five, noes two hundred and ninety-four ; so that 
the majority against the repeal had increased since 
the last session from twenty to one hundred and 
eighty-nine voices. 

MOTION BY MK. FLOOD FOR PARLIA- 
MENTARY REFORM. 

^Two days after die decision of the house npen 
this business. Flood, so long celebrated as a patriot 
and orator in the Irish house of commonsi and who 
had sat some years almost undisdnguished in the 
British senate, moved for leave to bring in a bill 
upon the snbiect of a more equal representation of the 
people in parliament. Mr. Flood's proposition was, 
that one iiundred members should be added to tha 
present house of commons, in a proportional ratio 
to the ]|»opu]ation of each county, by the election of 
the resident householders only. This was a simple 
and eligible plan of reform, and it was supported 
bv the mover in a very able and eloquent speech* 
He observed, " that he felt it necessary to state a 
bold truth, which, but from a confidence in the vir- 
tue of the house," as ho said, " ho daonld not have 
dared to have uttered — ^that dioy were not the ade- 
quate representatives of the people. That they 
were the legal representatives he freely admitted ; 
nay. he would go farther, and say, that diey were 
a highly useful and honourable council ; a council^ 
which, in any other government of Europe, would 
be a great acquisition. But, to the honour of our 
country be it spoken, the British constitution en-' 
tided us to something better. Representation,* 
Flood said, " was tbe great arcanum and wise mys- 
tery of our government, by which it excelled all the 
states of antiouity. Now, in what did representa- 
tion consist f In this, that as by the general law of 
political society the majority was to decide for the 
whole, the representative must be chosen by a body 
of constituents who were themselves a xlear ma- 
jority of the people. He admitted, thai property 
to a certain degree was a necessary requisite to the 
elective power : that is to say, that franchise ought 
not to go beyond property, but at tho same time it 
ought to be extended farther than at presa;Dt. By 
the existing system these principles were grossly 
violated. The freeholders, who originally included 
the whole property of the Ungilom, now constituted 
only a smul part of it. What was itone, the m»> 
joricv of the representatives, who decided for the 
whole, and acted for eight millions of people, were 
chosen by a number of electors not exceeding six 
or eight thousand. A new body of constituents 
was therefore wanting, and in their appointment 
two things were to be considered ; one, that they 
should bo numerous enough^ because numbers were 
' necessary to the spirit of liberty : tho other, that 
they should have a competent share of property, 
because property was conducive to the spirit of 
order. But he was told this was not the time for « 
reform. And whyT because there were dSstmfi. 
aaces in France. It was for want of a timely aiid 
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OSOROB UI. 

itB mfc n u Ihat thcM erfls had fUlea on 
Vhmoa. Mr. Fb>od wm bo IHelid to reTolationa, 
beca a i p thoy were «n erfl; he wai a firfend to 
timely reform, whfeh rendered rerohitioiu nmfecoe- 
aery. Thoee who oppoeed eoob e Reform mlffat be 
enemiee to rerolanon ia their hearts, bat were 
ftiendfl to it by their folly, iiet the repreeoDtatiTe 
be 'dboatm ae he ovfht to be by tfie people, and 
oontiaae to walk worthy of that choice, and Bri- 
tain wovldliaTe nothfaig to dread Ikom the example 
of France. 

This motioD was rehemen^ oppoaed by Wind- 
ham, the disciple of Baike. ^ At the dose of the 
American war," Windham said, " a delage of opin- 
ions had been let loo«e, a clamonr had been raised, 
and a paiUamentirY reform demanded, as a remedy 
for the erils we felt from it. Happily those wild 
notions had lonf iince svbsided ; tne danger, how. 
over, was now breakinf ont afresh : and were he 
otherwise a Mend to tfie proposition, he should 
hare ol(jerted to it on aoooont of the time at which 
it was introdnoed. Where was die man who would 
he mad enough to adrise them to repair their hoose 
In tiie horrioane season V Pitt entirely cdndded 
In ^ese reasonltfgB of Windham, and declared, 
" tiiat were ttie modon before tltem the precise pro- 
position he himself had formeriy oifored, he should 
now Tote against it flrom a complete conviction of 
its aocoal mipropriety. Bnt at a ihore seasonable 
opportnnity he would most certainly again sabmit 
his ideas anon the snlijaet to tiie connderation of 
tiM honse.'' Fbx deemed he saw po reason why 
we shonld be strack with a panic on aeoonnt of Uie 
sltnation of aflUri in France ; and in allnsion to 
Windham's metaphorical argvment, he afirmed, 
tfiat no season ooidd be more proper to begin a re* 
pair tiuua when a h n rr ica ne was near, and ready to 
bnmt forth. Flood perceiving the general sense of, 
the honse, eren of tnose members who had former- 
ly foTonred the Idea of a parliamentary reform, to 
be adTorse to his motioii, at lengdi assented to 
withdraw it. 

STATE OF INDIA. 

DviTDAt, on the thirty ffarst of March I7M, brought 
fofward kis annual statement of the debts and re- 
venues ef the Bast India oompanv. He described, 
as usual, their sitaalion to'be m tte Idghcst degree 
prosperous and flourishing, and oflered to the 
boose a new proof of ttie truth of his assertions, by 
oonclnding his enlogium, withont asking a loon to 
enable Uiem to arold the horron of msolrency. 
Through the wise and equitable administration of 
lord Comwallis, the rstennes of Bengal bad been 
advanced during tiie last year, withont the aid of 
any newimpositioD, from one million eight hmidred 
thousand pounds to two millions one hundred and 
fifty thousand pounds. One of the first, and moat 
important measores of the new governor general 
was to lease the lands in perpetuity at an equal 
Taluatfon to the actual occuvanta; and in alluding 
to this part of his conduct, ids lordship thus forci- 
bly expresses himself to the directors. "The 
security of property, and the certainty which each 
individual will now feel of being allowed to e^joy 
the frnils of his labours, must operate naifonnly as 
Incitements to labour and industry." 

RUPTUBB WITH SPAIN 

On Oie nineteenth of April, Pitt presented to the 
bouse his annnal stotement of the national revenue 
and expenditure. He expressed a peculiar degree 
of pleasure in being able to announce, that ihe 
receipt of the exchequer had surpassed that of the 

J ear preceding in the sum of half a million : and 
e rc|oiced, that, from tl^ prospect of an unbter- 
mpted eiOoyment of the blessings of peace, still 

treater accessions might reasonably ne hoped, 
before however the public bad time to partake of 
the minister's joy, from the consolatory intimations 
of national peace and prosperity, he was commis- 
sioned to deliver to the bouse. May the fifdi, a royal 
message of a very different import, and which ex- 
cited inexpressible astonishment, by announcing a 
state of thmgs which bore flie aspect of vrar. To 
elucidate this matter. It is necessary to mention 
tiiat the celebrated circumnavigator Cook, in his 
last Toyace of discovery, touching at different ports 
on thev^tem coast of Nortfi America, porchased 
from the natives a number of valuable Airs bearing 
a high price in the Chinese mazket. In conse- 
qoMMe oi its being likely to prove a IncratlTe 



bffandi of ti<iniiiiaroo» a sbmO aModalioii cf Brithb 
meiehania, resident in tho Bast indies, formed tbm 
project of opening a trade to this part of the woritf 
for the purpose of supplying the Chinese with fun. 



Aecordmi^Vy In the year 1788, a spot of ground #aa 
pro cored from the Indians, and a regular settle- 
ment, defended by a slight fortification, establlihed 
at Nootka Sound, situated about tbe fiftieth degree 
of latitude. This being regarded by tbe Spaniards 
as a flagrant encroachment on Oieir exclusive rights 
of sovereignty, the Princessa, a Spanish frigate of 
twenty-six gnns, was dospatohcd by the riceroy of 
Mexico, and in May 1789, seiced upon the fort, and 
captured die Iphigenia, and Argonaut, two Bnglish 
vessels then trading on the coast. At the same 
ttane, the Spanish commandant, hoistinff die na> 
tional stendard, declared diat the wluue line of 
coast from Capo Horn to the sixtieth decree of lati- 
tude belonged to the king of Spain. After soma 
delay and ODnsiderable loss to tA proinrietonL tha 
eaptnred vessels were restored by order of the 
vicerov, on the supposition, aa If stoted, " that no- 
thing but ignorance of the ri^ts of Spain could 
have induced the merchants in question to attempt 
an establishment on that ooast.'*^ This transaction 
was ncytified to tbe court of London so long since as 
tte tenth of February by the Spanish ambassador; 
and his excellency at tbe same time requested, 
" that measnrea might be taken for preventing hie 
Britannic majesty's sul^fects from frequenting diose 
ooasts, and from carrying on dieir fisheries in the 
seas contiguous to the Spgniah continent, as dero 
gatory to tho'inoonteetible rights of the crown el 
Spain." 

The Bni^h minister did not receive ib&M eoa- 
Bunkation in a manner ^at faadicated any disposi 
tion to comply with the tenns it contained. On 
the contrary, a demand was immediately advaneed 
on their part, that die vessels ssised should b« 
restored and adequate satlsfoction granted prevloaa 
to any other dhvussion. The claims of Spain, la 
relation to her tights of dominion and sovereignty 
in America, were doubtless in tiM highest degree 
diimeriQal ; and conld perhaps only be equalled ia 
extravagance by tbe cudme of Great Britain. By 
the treaty of 1703, the river Miaslsslnpi, flowing in 
a direct conme of fifteen hundred mues, was inade 
the perpetual bonndarv of the two empiree, and 
tbe whole country to the West of that vast river 
belonging to his catholic majesty, by just as valid a 
tenure as the country eastward ai tne river to tha 
king of England, delusive of this recent and de- 
cisive line uf demarkation, by which the relative 
and poUtical rights of both nations were clearly as- 
certained, the Spanish court referred to ancient 
treaties, by which the rights of the crown of Spain 
were acknowledged in tneir full extent by Great 
Britain. Charles the third, king of Spain, died 
December 1788, and his son Charies the fourth, con- 
flding in the Justice of Us claim^ offered wiA 
dignified candour to submit the decision <tfdil8 

Suestion to any one of the kings of Europe, )(Miving 
le choice wholly to his Britannic mi^Jesty. 
Tho royal message presented a statement of thm 
foots relative to this business, and the house unanl- 
monsly joined in an address to the kinf , assnriiig 
his nugesty of ** the determination of ms faithful 
commons to aflbrd his m^esty the most aealoaa 
and affectionate support, in such measures as may 
become requisite for maintaining the dignity of hia 
mi^esty's crown, and the essential intereste of hia 
dominfons.'' ■ A vote of credit passed the house for 
the sum of one million, and vigorous military and 
naval preparations were made in both kingdoms, 
in the contemplation of an immediate dedaration 
of war.— It must be acknowledged tiiat the hostile 
procedure of Spain had reduced tho EngUsh minis- 
try to a difficult dilemma. But in consequence of 
the rash step token by Spain, the national honour 
was now at stake. Grey, in moving for papers re- 
lative to this transaction, justly observed "that 
national honour was not, as some represented it, a 
visionary thing ; a nation withont honour was a 
nation withont power. In lo^^ng this inestimable 
attribute, it inevitably lost the genuine spring of 
its spirit, energy, and action." Burke, however, 
whose antipathies extended not to Spain, was on this 
occasion particularly anxious for the preservation 
of peace. " He hoped," he said, " that the national 
honour would not be found incompatible with the 
means of amicable accommodation. As we never 
ought to go to war for a profitable wrong, so we ought 

Be 
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Dover to go to wwr for «a onproAtable right. He 
therefore tni»ted ttiftt the intended armiimeiit would 
be oonnderad not «■ a meosare cakaUted to ter- 
Bunate the war huppily, bat carry on the negotia- 
tion rifforonaly. He wiabed the war mif^t be aToid- 
ed. He had aeen three wart, and we were gainen 
by none of them. Oar abfliliofl and resovroos were 
doobtleM great; bat then did a country prove ita 
xaagnaninuty most dearly, when ahe manillMrted 
her moderaoon to be proportionate to her power. 

Oa the teadk of Jane 1790, the kh&g teiminated 
the seeeion, and in hia speech eignifled the probabi- 
lity of a epeedy diaedlation of tbe present parlia- 
ment, asainiag them in the warmest terms of " the 
deep and grateful sena^ which he entertaftoed of 
that affectionate and nnshefcen loyaUy, tiiat oai- 
liirm and aealoos regard Ibr die true pr i nd p lea of 
the constitatiaii, tiaat unremitted attention to the 
public happiness and prosperity, which had inrari- 
Sbly directed all ttieir proceedings ;" and on the 
day following the paiUament was diasolred by pro- 



Spain, sensible <tf her inability to eontead alooe 
with England, had, in an early stage of the nego- 
tiation, appUed to the court of France, to know 
how fw she coold depend upcm the fUfifanent of the 
conditions of the family compact, in case of a rup- 
ture with Great Britam. The Spanish memorud 
upon this sul^ect was, by order of die king, laid 
before the national assembly, and gare rise to a 
▼ery interesting report from the diplomatic com- 
mittee, presented by tbe oountde Mirabeau. Alter 
paying high cumpUmenttf to the Bnglish nation, tlie 
report comas to toe conclusion. " that it would not 
be just or honourable to annul the solemn engage- 
ments subsistiDg between Wance and Spain, at an 
instant when Spain Is threatened with the same 
dangers which she had repeatedly warded off 
from them." An ardent wish for the establishment 
of permanent peace and cordial amity with Eng- 
land is notwitlifttanding the predominant sentiment 
in this celebrated report. " Perhaps," say they, 
« flie moment is fost aj^proaching, when Liberty, 
triumphant in both hemispheres, sliall accomplish 
ttie wish of philosophy, by delirering th4 huma 
•pedes from me necessity of war." 
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augmentation of the nard force, the court 
of Madrid plainly percdred the rdoctance of the 
French nation to engage in a war witfi England, 
and yielding dierafore to necesdty, compUed first 
widk the harah demand of preiious restitution and 
indonniflcatlon, and at length, on the second of 
October 1790, a oonrention was dgned at the Es- 
curid, by which erery point in dispute was con- 
ceded bv Spain. By this convention the restora- 
tion of tne buildings and ressels, and the reparation 
of the losses sustamed by Britiah sulgects were se- 
eured ; the right of nairigatUm and fishery was 
equall V conceded to both nations ; fllidt commerce 
wntk me Spanish settlements prohibited ; and the 
British flshms Tessels and others were restricted to 
ten leagues' jiistance from the Spanish coast, ana4> 
companled howerer by any foimd renunciation of 
eorereign^ on the part of Spain. And tlie two 
Mwen were, on the other hana, equally restrained 
from attempting any settlement nearer to Cape 
Horn than the most southerir of the settleasents 
actnaOy formed by Spain. Thus ended a dispute, 
fiirolous indoed in its origin, but which seemed fai 
its ntocress to threaten reiy serious eonsequencee, 
and wnich cost Great Bfitain the .sum of three 
mJHimis in warlike preparations ; though tikis ex- 
pense might hare been, with great advantage to 
the interests of England, aroided, by submitting 
tiie whole of the dispute, in the mode proposed by 
Spain, to amicable artiitration. 

WAR IN INDIA. 

But though Great Britain was thus happDy 
reecued from the horrors of war in tliis quarter of 
the globe, accident or ambition had at the same 
time inToived our Indian posf easions in a state of 
hostility and blood.— The usurpation by Hyder 
Ally, of the sorereignty of Mysore, and the mili- 
tary prowess of his son and successor TIppoo Sol. 
tan, are facts alieady too fully stated to require 
any repetition. Of all the native princes of India, 
Tippoo was tho most fonniddilo to tbe British 
gwvemment, and the most aotire to disturb its 



authority, and eounteraet Hi Int tit t . IK 
of Mangaloro in 17M had, it wae 9Upptm&^ 
his fidelity by very fodde ties ; and tlm eplendid 
'hich *^ 



wmcn soon alter tiiat event he deepatehaA 
to France, afforded Just reason to au e p e ct that 
some plan was concerted between tbe old Fkendi 
goTemmont and the trrant of MyVere, for tte m^ 
noyance of the British setttements in bidia : b«C 
tliis plan was happily defeated by die ttnmo oaaee 
which prevented a war witii Spain— the Fttnth iv- 
Yolution. Tbe increadng power of Tippoo was net 
le«e formidable to the Dutch than to the English ; 
and the Tidnity of GocUn, Vieir most flou&hlnf 
settlement on the eoutinent of India, to the tenC 
tories of that restlses despot, fiOed them wUh 
alarming apprehensians for its safety. Bat dm 
Dutch, fully sensible of the pedlons dtnatlon off 
Codiin, had get poiseminn of two ottmr forts, dt»> 
ated between diat pLaoe and Mysore, to jprotoct 
their farourito settlement. The forts of Crang^ 
nore and Aoottah were howerer still oUeets of 
lippoo's ambition ; and notwithsCandiag Ui ihlhar 
bad ceded die former by agreement to the Dutol^ 
he marched a formidable forae in June 1789, ' 
Cranganore, with an avowed dBttra ef dis]. 
log the Dutch, and asserting a daim ol 
founded on the transactions just rdated. Unable 
to retain the forts, and apprehendTe for the feto ot 
Cochin itMlf, the Dutch readily entemd into a w^ 
gotiadon with tlie r^ah of TraTanoore for ^ mnw 
chase Vf them. Tippoo, on being infoiiiMwl of tUa 
dreumstance, offined a larger amn than tibe rdah | 
but as the laitor was the ally of Great Britain, wim 
wiks consequently bound by treaty to asdst him, tho 
Dutch plauly percdved, that by placing them ha 
his hands, they erocted a moat powernl beiilei 

a^dn&t the encroachmeato of a turbulent and warn 
tious ndghbonr. Ihe imprudence ef the rdah in 
'entering upon such a purobase while tiie tide 
disputed, drew down upon him die h eaviest 
sores from the government ef Madras; and he 
repeatedW cautioned by Mr ArddbaU. 
aaid Mr. fioUand his saccesaer, not to prooeed in 
the negotiation. Such however was die 
and temerity of the r^ah in making this 
tioa, that he not only concluded the pinrhasn Trith 
dm Dutdi, but even treated with dke nddi ef 
Cochin, witliout the pririty of Tippoo, to whom dm 
latter was an acknowledged tribntary. TVe bar^ 
gafai wae conduded in Jdy 1780, thondi it wae not 
tiB the fimrth of August that tbe r^iah Informed the 
Madras government, through thdr reeident Mr, 
Powney, that he '* was on the point of making dM 
purchase." It was not to be expected that Tippoo 
would remain an idle spectator of these transartwne, 
— He insisted on the ddm which he retained over 
these forts, on the ground of their being eenqaeied 
by his father, and in oonsequence of die suhseqnent 
comoromise, he asserted, and widi soaoe plandfaill. 

2, that in rirtue of the feudd laws, no tranefiBr of 
em could be made wUhout his consent aa eove- 
reign of Mysore ; and he alM alleged, aaa father 
cause of complaint against the n^ah, tliat he had 

Jiven protoction to a number of his lebd eal#eeto» 
coordngW, on the twenty4giinth of Deoemhai, 
Tippoo niade a direct attack upon the lines ef Tm> 
vancore ; but receiring a remonstrance from tiaa 
Britidi government of Port St. George, he desistoJ 
fkom ferther hostilides, and enm apdogiaed for his 
recent oondoct, by affirming, " diat the attack waa 
o cca si o ned by die reJah** people having first fired 
on his troops ; that notwuhstanding this, he fai^ 
mediately ordered bis troops to discontinue tte at- 
tack, and sent back die people whom they had caj^ 
tared." Prom the twenty-ninth of December to 
the first of March 1700, tippoo Sdton 
perfecdv qdet, still however asserting bis 
to the Cendd soverdgnty of the forts, but at 
same time offering to submit the oinect in 
to the dedslon of any impartid arbitration, 
nijab, who appears all dong confident of being as . 

Sirted by the Britlrii arms, ventured on the nst ef 
arch to make an offendve attack, on T»poons 
Bnes. For this extraordinary step, the rdah aL 
leged in excuse the hostile preparatione of T^Ppoe 
in the erection of batteries, &o. See. An 
ment took place ; and war being dius coma 
the Britidi gOTemmentconodved theaasdvi 
to take an acdve part in favour of the rdah d^eht 
ally. Though the justice of the war may be fairly 
questioned, yet as the forourite o^ect of thm 
English had long been the humUing of Uppoe, U 
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tiMve WM at lewt mach poHey in 
K lwdng the pMMBt p«rlo4 fov tiie Mscompiuliment 
of such a piirpMe.->With all the other nattTo pow- 
en of India we were not only at poaoe, but treaties 
of affiance existed between Great Britain and the 
tmo moat powerful states in that qnarter, the Nizam 
nnd the Mafarattas, both of whom decbured them. 
•elres in peiliBct leadiness to exert their utmost 
fsBoe to omsh the riaiag power of Mysore. Unfor> 
tnnntely for Tlppeo, while he was thus exposed to 
the veaseonee of a powerftd oonfederaey, the dis- 
traotsd stale of Fnnee cot oifaa hopes of assistanoe 
fkem his once great sad formidable aDy. Sneh was 
Uie sitnation of aAuts in the east, prerions to the 
iting of pacUaoMnt, which appeared of saffldent 



isiportaoce'to induce the ministnP of Great Britain 
to involve tlie nation in the expenses and calamities 
•fwar. 

new paittament assemhled on the twenty- 
at Norembes 1700. In the speeoh tnm the 
his maiet)t9 signided <* his satisfoetion that 
the diflbrenoes with Spain were bronglit to an 
■nirahle tennioation.'' He observed, " that sfaioe 
<he last session of parliament a foundation had 
been Udd for a pacfftcaition between Austria and 
the Porta that a separata jpeace had aetaaUy taken 
place between Rnsska and Sweden ; bnt that the 
ynae between Rassia and tiie Porte still oontinned. 
tk» prindplas on whioh I have Idlberto acted," 
said his m^Jeety, *' will make me always deslroas of 
SBipIoying ti|||^ w eight and Inflnsnee of this oonntry 
In eontrjbnlfilg 



_ to tlie restoration of general 
nuiDity. Ha observed* with oonoem the war in 
fedia. occasioned,*' he said, "by an unprovoked 
aitaok on an ally of the British uttion ; but which, 
from tlie stats of our forces in ndia, and ttie con- 
Menco which the nallve powers had In ih.e British 
iiame, &era was a fovouraUe prospsct of bringing 
to a speedy and suocesslU 'conclusion.'' 

On the ttdrd of December the chancellor of the 
extdkoquer presented to the boose, a copy of the 
eonvention with Spain, the terms of wUch were 
latifted by both houses, but not unanimously : for 
the documents relatLve to the negotiation being 
partially withhold. Grey moved for the production 
of such pqpeto as contained the lequisinohs made 
by ministers to the court of Spain ; deelaring, - that 
it was utterly impoesihle to decide upon the policy 
of the late measures without suflldent documents, 
as die boose could not at present determine, 
whether we might not have gained aO the boasted 
advantages of the convention at a much less ex- 
pense than had been incurred ; or, whether the 
hte disputes were owing to tfie restless ambition 
and mijust daiins of Spain, or to the rashness, pre- 
sumption, and ignorance of his nuQestv's ministers." 
V!ex aSlxmed, " that by tbis oonventum our rights 
were greatly curtailed." Thus It was evident that 
the treaty was a treaty of conoessioDS faastead of 
aoquisltiens ; and we had given up what was of In- 
teite value to Spain, and retained what could never 
be of much to ourselves. 

in tihe house of lords, the convention was repro- 
bated by the marquis of Lansdowne, in a speech 
vepleta with dtolematitf Information. His lordship 
tsok an SKtenaive review of the politics of Europe 



tte peace of 178t. He said, " the basis of our 
poUUcs at that period was a pennanent padflc 
system for Eoiope* This principle we had pursued 
with r e s pe ct to Fkance, in extingnishing all Ihlse 
ideas of liralshlp; in leaving noOiinc undelfaied, 
aoOiiug to commissaries, nothing to foreign inter- 
inunoe. VHth respoot to Spain, the view was to 
glTo tiie most of what was conceded to the weakest 
power ; and this was done with the more propriety, 
as Aagaerioan possessiens were no longer the same 
oltieot wldi England as formerly. As to Holland, 
the design was to stSpnlato in fovour of the general 
freedom sad extension of trade, and to counteract 
the spirit of commercial monopoly which had long 
ished that power. In pinuance of this 
of politics, die commerdnl treaty with 
had been concluded, as well as the conven- 
tien with Spain respecting the Spanish American 
mdn in 17M. At thto period the king of Pmssia 
died, and then commenced an entire new system 
offinaUshpolitfos. We had neither secured mace 
■or Spain, nor any other power. By the conven- 
tion, we Ashery was defoied to our disadvantage, 
baiBg Umited to ten leagues firom tbe shore. As to 
the right of trading, that was asserted even in tbe 

of Eiiiabeth, by the treaty of 1070, and after- 



wards acknowledgad la lf40. Bui Oils proceeding 
at Nootka endangered the whole advantages of our 
connnerelal trea^ with Spain. W<S were doing 
the work of otlu^ nations, and North America in 
particular. He should vote,"^ his lordship said, 
** for the pierious quesion : first, to show the Span- 
iards the true temper of the nation, that we were 
not rootless or insolent, as our enemies represent 
us : secondly, to preserve our reputation in Eu- 
rope : and thirdly, to deter ftiture ministers from a 
similar proceeding." 

PROPOSAL TO SEIZE UNCLAIMED DIYID- 

ENDS, TO DEFRAY THE COST OF THE 

SPANISH ARMAMENT. 

Wbatsvbb truth there may be In the tibsarva- 
tion of the marquis of Lausdovme, relative to odier 
nations ei^ovlng the exdosive benefits of the lato 
axmament. It is most certain diat England was 
called upon to defiray Its expense, amounting to 
three mUnons. That expense Pitt proposed to meet 
by temporary taxes, with the awistanco of fire 
hundred thoosand pounds, whieh he had it In oon- 
templMton to take from the unclaimed divldenda 
lying in the bMX of England, tbe amount of which 
ne estimated at six hundred and slx^ thousand 
pounds. This latter proporition' excited a just 
alarm In all the great diartered companies, and in 
the eonmerdal and mercantile worn tn general. 
It was urged, " that agreeably to the terms of fbo 
original contract between die government and the 
puUio creditors, the directors of the bank are con- 
sdtated trustees for the pabUc. When the money 
is onoe paid into the bank. It ceas^ to be pobHo 
money, and Is instondy conrerted into private pro- 
perty, which must there remain a saored deposit 
dn It Is daimed by die private individuals to whom 
It appertains. Under the term unclaimed dividends 
is Inueed veiled a gross foUacy. Exclosive of the 
dividends of the last three years, which are not 
properiy unclaimed but merely unreceived divid- 
ends, the balance amounts scarcely to a flfOi part 
of tlw sum whidi tbe minister proposes to seise." 
This was a bold and daring attempt of the minister, 
but he soon found that it was one of those measorea 
to which the usual complaisance of the house 
would not be extended, and therefore he consented, 
by way of xomprOmise, to accept of a loan ot five 
hondrsd thousand pounds from the bank without 
interest, so long ss a floating balance to that 
amount sbonld remain In the hands of die cashier. 

WHETHER THE DISSOLUTION OF PARUA- 
MENT AFFECTS IMPEACHMENTS. 

A SVBIBCT of considerablb fimportance came 
next under die cognisance of parliament. The 
question in debate was, in substance, whether a 
prosecution by fanpeachmont of the commons, does, 
or does not, abate oy the dissolution of parlisinont,t 
Burke introduced the discnsslon on the seventeendi 
of December, by moving, ** that the house do re- 
solve itsdf Into a commlttoo, to takh Into considera. 
tion die stete of the impeachment of Warren Hast- 
ingi, Esq." This, alter sorn^ opposldon, being car. 
ried, he made a second motion, " that an impeach- 
ment by diis house In the name of the commons of 
Great Britain, against Warren Hastings, Esq. for 
high crimes and ndsdemeanors is still penmng." 
The negadre of this proposition was supported by 
the enure corps of lawyers in the house almost 
without an exception. Upon this great question* 
in the dedsiDn of whidi the honour, die dignity, 
and die authority of the hoase were so deeply In- 
Tolved, the spraker with peculiar propriety rose 
and ddivered his opinion. " If," sidd ho. " die 
msxim laid down by the lawyers were admitted te 
be Just, the coniMN|oence was obvious. Hie im- 
peachment of a profligate or oormpt minister 
might, by the Insidions intervention of die prero- 
gative, at any thne be rendered nugatory and 
abortive. In the view of die oonsdtution, and 
even by the forms of parliament^ die impearament 
is pre fe rred not by the house of commons merely, 
but Irf all the commons ot England : and the house 
can be oonridered, in rdation te the prosecution, 
as no more than die agents and attorneys of the 
people at large. A second boose of commons 
thorefiirO, thoagh certainly possessing a discretion- 
ary power of dropping tho prosecution. If upon doe 
consideration they are of opfadon it does not rest 
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upoD a iiM( fMadadoa. we u porUiiUy at full li- 
barty to proceed in it, if in tlieir jndgmont coodu- 
ciTe to uomuTo^^ or interetts of tho atata. In an 
impteohment ofthe nature of the preaent, it would 
•cansely be imagined that tweaty-two complex ar* 
tides could by any mode of iuvectigation bo decided 
upon in a single session. If then, agreeably to the 
Cenios of the ancient constitution, paruamonts 
uwmselTee were to be made annnaly the labour 
would be truly Sysiphean, as such a trial never 
oonld arriTO at a legal termination. Such were the 
plain dictates of common sense ; butm resorting to 
ndee of law, and precedents of parliament, doubts 
and difficulties presented themselTes." Upon a gen- 
eral reriew of f»cts and precedents, the speaker 
gave it as Us deliberate and decided judgment, tlut 
the impeachment was still legally pending. In this 
epinion Pitt, Pox, and the most eimnent parliament* 
ary anthoxitiee on both aides concurred ', and the 
notion was pat and carried without a dirision. 

1791. Thii great question, which inrolved the 
most important right of the commons, being thus 
disposed of by the house, Burke on the fourteenth 
of rebmary brought forward a motion for tho pur- 
pose of shortening the trial of Mr. Hastings. "He 
acknowledged,** he said, *' that aftriat of three 
years was a hardship upon an indiridual, but it 
was upon an indiTidual largel v salaried to bear the 
responsibility annexed to a nigh situation.^ ETen 
this hardship might be salutary, as it might teach 
persons in office not only to shun guflt, but suspi- 
cUm. In the fixed and unalterable course of hu- 
man affairs, it has pleased God to decree that injus- 
tice should be rapid, and justice slow : yet he was 
determined to the utmost of his power to remore 
every just cause of complaint in the future prose- 
cution of the impeachment." He dierefore moved, 
" that tbe managers be instructed to proceed to no 
other parts of the impeachment, excepting such as 
relate to contracts, pensions, and allowances;" 
whidi was carried with trivial opposition.. 

Hie resolution of the commons of the twentv- 
tldrd of December, which decided that an impeach- 
ment did not abate by a dissolution of parliament, 
was stron^v contested in the house of lords. On 
a message nt>m the commons, that they were ready 
to proceed in their evidence, their lordships ap- 
pointed a committee to search into precedents, 
which occasioned a suspension of the business till 
nearly the condosion of the session. At length the 
report being made, lord Porchester moved. May 
the sixteen^, " that their lordships now proceed in 
the trial." On the division the motion of lord Por- 
chester was carried by a great and decisive majori- 
ar. Thus was this interesting question finally sot- 
ed to the satisfaction of the public ; and their lord* 
ships acquainted the house of commons by messai^a* 
that they were now ready to proceed in the trial. 
But vety little progress was made in it during the 
short remainder of the session. 

BILL IN FAVOUR OF THE CATHOLICS. 

TBI boundaries of reHgious toleration were this 
year extended. It is a truth not very flattering to 
national liberality, that, notwithstanding the boas^ 
ed radical freedom of our constitution, no countrv 
in Europe has been more jealous of their chnrcn 
establishment. Scarcely have the Roman xatholic 
states diemselves loaded with a more oppressive 
weight of dvil penalties those who dissented in re- 
ligious opinien. A reform in the penal statutes was 
at this tune peculiarly called for, since in the year 
1700, a large body of catholic dissenters, had ^or- 
aally protested against the temuOTal power of the 
pope, against his assumed aumority of releasing 
men from their dvfl obligations, or ^pensing with 
the sacredneM of oaths. It was upon this prindple 
that Mitford moved on the twenty-first of February 
for a committee of the whole house, to enable him 
*' to bring in a bill to relieve, upon conditions and 
under restrictions, penons caJIed protestant catho- 
lic dissenters, from certain penalties, to which pa- 
pists are by law subject." When the bill was pre- 
mnted Fox ol^ected to it, not for what it did, but 
fic what it did not contain. He contended for tho 
bill being made general^. " Let the statute-book,*' 
said this great statesman, " be revised, and strike out 
all those laws which attach penalties to mere opin- 
ions. He reprobated the absurdity and in^uity of 
il.osc statutCM %vbich condemn uvury mau wlio wor- 
ships God in hit own vay, as guilty of tivasus 



against the state." This Ubartf 
proving satbfactory to tlio house the fain 
Its original shape. 



passed te 



RIGUTS^OF JURIES IN UBEL CASES. 

Tui cause of liberty was less sucoessfU in 
other instance. The rights of juries had long been 
in an indefinite and indeterminate state, parnealar- 
ly in the case of libels } and din>ntes disfi^racefbl in 
themsdves, and ii\iiunous to the administration of 
justice, had frequently arisen between tibe court 
and the jury, between the judgee and the oounseL. 
Fox, ever active in the defence of popular rights, 
moved for a bill to ascertain the auuaority of juries 
in the matter of Ubel. With rbspect to die pre- 
tended distinctiun between law and fac^ Fox ob- 
served, that when a man was accused of murder, a 
crime consisting of law and fact, the jury every diay 
found a verdict of guilty : and thu was aliio the 
case in fislony and every other criminal indictment* 
Libels were ue only exception, the single anomaly. 
He contended, that if the jury had no JnrisdictioD 
ov«r libels, the counsel who addressed them on ci 
ther side, as to the criminality of the pnbUcatkm, 
weie ^pilty of a gross and insolent sarcasm. Fox 

gut tbss matter in a strong pdnt of riew, by advert- 
ig to tho law of treason. It was admitted on sU 
hands, that a writing might be an overt act of trear 
son. In this case, if the court of king's bench were 
to say to the jury, * consider only whAther the cri. 
minal published the pa^er — do not coadder the na- 
ture of it— do not consider whether ^correspond 
to the definition ei treason or not' — ^would English- 
men endure that death should be inflicted witliout 
a jury having had an opportunity of delivering their 
sentiments whedi^r the individual was or was not 
guilty of the crime with which be was chairodt 
Having shown that the law of libels was contrary 
to the original prindples of law. Fox said» that if 
the committee were dear as to thit point, their 
wisest and most proper measure would be to enact 
a dedaratory law respecting it: but if they were of 
opinion that high anthorities on the other nde made 
the law doubtful, they might settle the law for tho 
future without any reference to what it had been in 
times past. Pitt agreed with the prindples stated by 
Fox, but instead of a committee of justice, reoom- 
mended the bringing in a bill ** to remove all doid»ts 
respecting the rights and functions of juries in cri> 
minal cases." The bill was accordingly introdacedf 
and passed the commons, but on irs transmission 
to the house of lords, it was opposed on the second 
reading by the lord chancdlor, on pretence of its 
being too late in the session to discuss a measure 
of such importance. The principle of the bill was 
ably defended by the law lords, Camden and Loogb- 
borough, with whom lord Granville coBoured; but 
tho biu was finally postponed. 

THE SLAVE TRADE-SETTLEMENT AT 
SIERRA LEONA. 

Thi evidence on the slave trade being at ieogfh 
dosed, Mr. WQberfurce, on tho eighteenth of April 
1701, brought forward his long expected motion to 
prevent the further importation of African negroca 
into the British colonies, which he introdooad wiA 
a copious and convincing display of the arguments 
in favour of that measure^ grounded iqha the obvi- 
ous prindples of justice, humanity, and Cluistiani- 
ty. But his motion was negatived by a majority of 
seventy-five voices; howevfir, the advecatas Car 
amdiorating the condition of that unhappy laoe^ 
completed at this time the estaHidiment of Ae 
Sierra Leona Company, by which they proposed te 
introduce firee labour and tha Christiaa renfian iii>^ 
to Africa. 

GOVERNMENT OF CANADA. 

Upon the fourth of March, Pitt brought in a bin 
for regulating tUb government of Canada, by wfaidi 
tiiat territory would be divided into two districis 
or provinces, with a separate legislature ; to censisi 
of a council and house of assenibly for eadi pro* 
vince; the assembly to be chosen by freeholdevs 
and occupiers of houses. of a certain valne, and 
the coundl to hold Uieir seats for life, with a 
power in the crown to annex to certain honours an 
hereditary right of sitting in the council ; besides 
other salutary provisions for porsoual liberty, foi 
lUc piute:itant tilvrcy, far tiw adnuaistrataini ef ]«»• 



OKOROB UI. 17a»~MML 



an 



Mkij for ragvdfttlBc tnde inA 

nx opposed tte bin, oontendiDff that tto people 
dioiild be fully and laixlv repieteated ; but thai^ in 
Umitiiig the aMemUy of one province to sixteen, 
and the otiier to thirty penNWi, parUament wonld 
delude the Canadians oy a moekenr of rep r esent a 
tion. He also repr^iated the eleethm of the njpre- 
seutatires for seren years, oontendiog that in Can- 
ada there could be no solid obieetion to annual, or, 
at nuMt, triennial eleotions. fie ottfeeted that the 
councils were to be unlimited as to membem by any 
restriction but the pleasure of the king ; and as to 
hereditary honours, he did not thiidL it wise to des* 
troy them where they existed ; but to create Aem 
where tbey did not exist, he thought Tory unwise. 
He could not account for it, unless it was intended 
to reriTo in the west that spirit of chiralry which 
had fallen into disgraoe in a neighbouring country. 



BURKE'S SECOND INYBGTIYfi ON THE 

FEENCH REVOLUTION— BREACH OP 

HIS FRIENDSHIP WITH FOX. 

Bnaxa took occasion, on the re-conanitnwnt ol 
the bin, to consider the competency of tiie hooso to 
pass it, with reference to ttie Rights of Man| late- 
ly importedfirom that neighbouring Ungdom. If this 
code were admitted, the house should can the in- 
Elkbitants of Canada together to choose a constitu- 
tion for themselres. llio practical efibcts of that 
system might be seen in St. Domingo, where heU 
itMlf seemed to yawn, and erery demon of mischief 
to OTer«pread the country. Fox defended his for- 
mer opinions upon the French rerolution, as b«ng 
upon the whole one of the most glorious erents in 
the history of mankind. He spoke of the reroAution, 
not of the cmstitution, which sdU remained to be 
trnproTod by experience. The rif^ta of man were 
the basis of the British constitution. Our statute 
book recognises tibe inhrarent rights of Uw people as 
men. These had once been me princ^Ias of his 
right honourable friend, firom whom he had learned 
Ihem. Having been taught by him that no revolt of 
a nation was caused widiout provocation, he r»> 
joiced at Uie success of a revolution resting on tte 
same basis with our own— die rights of man. Burke 
nid <* that he had dilfored on many occasions from 
Fox, and there Imd been no loss of friendship be- 
tween them. But there was something in the ac- 
cursed FVenoh constitation timt euTenomed every 
thing." Fox, on hearing this, interrupted him, say- 
Ina " there was no Um of friendship.^ Burke re- 
plied '* there was : he knew the price of his oenduot; 
he had done his duty, and their friendship was at an 
end." Fox, on whom the attention oi the house 
was now eagerly fixed, rose to raply ; but his feeU 
ings were too powerfnl for utteianoe. AB the ideas 
ao long cherished of gratitude, esteem, and alfeo- 
lion, rushed upon his generous and susoeptfole 
mind ; and involuntary tsars were observed to steal 
down idB che^. A profound and expressive ai- 
ienoe pervaded die house. At length Fox, recover- 
ing himself, said, " that howerer events might have 
altered the mind of his right honourable misftd, for 
eneh he must atiU caU him, he couM not easily eon- 
sent to reUnouish and diaaohre that intlmata con- 
nection iridch had for twenty-live years subsisted 
between them. He hoped that Bune would tUnk 
en past tJmaa. and whaterer expreaafams of hiahad 
caused the ofleaoe, that he would ai least believe 
such waa not his intention." The oonoessions of 
Fox. made no visible Ininremimi on the haughty and 
unbending temper of Burke ; and from thm day a 
schism took piece in tiw pditiee of the opposition 
party, which has been pnidactive of very important 



RUPTURE WITH RUSSIA. 

Thb only leaaaining tranaaetion whidi UXL mder 
the notice of parliament tids seiaion, waa die haai- 
neas of our mterference between die Porta and 
RuHia in foyour of the former power. The juat 
grounda of the quarrel can only be understood by 
adverting to the actual situation of aflUis on tlie 
continent. Leopold, king of Hungary, had no soon- 
er assumed die Austrian acoptre, than he resolved 
en terminating the war with Turkey; and under 
the powerfril mediation of England and Prussia, a 
esBTention was concluded August 1790, at Rdchen- 
baeh, alter a negotiation of some mondis, protract- 
ed in die uuavailiiic hope of rotaiuing possessiou of 
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fifty 
yean begwe, wngtann ana exened Aer utaaoet ha- 
nnence to aecnre to the houae of Austria. But now, 
awayed by Pmarian counaela, and eagerly aoUoitDus 
to advance the interests of that upstart and inso- 
lent power, in oontra-diatincdon to dioae of Auatria, 
the andent and genuine ally of Britain, ahe harab- 
ly and peremptorfly iosistod on its resdtutioo, in 
common with aB the other Austrian conquests, to 
the Ottoman Porte. In return, the Austrian Ne- 
therlands were guaranteed to the house of Austria, 
and the poaaeaaion of the Imperial crown eventnaUy 
ensured to hte Hungarian mnesty. The Fleminga 
leAisingi notwithstanding thefar distressful condition, 
to retain to the Austrian dominion, a great miUtary 
force was aent into the country in the autumn ot 
1700. under tlie command of marahal Bender, whidi 
quickly efibctad their total reducdoo; and on the 
nxat of January 1701, a solemn 7> Vettm was sung 
at Brussels in celebration of that bappy event. 
Sweden also, disappointed in her views and pn>> 
JeccB of anqbition, tlkought proper to sign a separate 
peace with Russia, August 1700, on the basis of tfao 
fotmer treaties of Abo and Nyatadt. The courts of 
Londen and Berlin, elated with the snooets of their 
mediation at Reichenbach, now in high and ar- 
rogant lansuage aignifted to the emp re s s of Russia 
their pleaaure, that pe ac e ahoqld be re a to r ed be- 
tween die Ottonaan and Rossian empires, on die 
terms of a general restitution of conquests. The 
empress repued with equal haughtiness, " that she 
would make peace and warwith whom she pleased, 
without the intervention of any foreign power." 
Not however choosing too for to provoke the resent- 
ment of these fovmidable and self-created arbitra- 
tors, she secredy intimated her willingness to con- 
clude a peace with TuriMy, on tlie condition of re- 
taining the odontry eastward to the Nlester, as a 
reasonable indemnification for the expenses of the 
war. This was a waste and desert tract of terrl* 
tory, valuable only for the security it afforded to 
her fonner acquisitions, and for including within 
its limits the strong and important fortrem of Ocxa- 
kow. litis beiog peremptorily refused, tbe confer- 
ence broke off, atid the empress detemuned to sup- 
port her claims by the sword. 

Pitt dierefdre, on the twenty-eighdi of March, de- 
livered a aaeaaage to the houae of commona from hia 
mmeaty, importing, ** that the endeavoon which he 
had used in coi^unction with his aUies to effect a 
padfieation not haTing proved successful, his ma- 
jesty judged it requisite, in order to add weight to 
hia representatiens, tomake some further augmenta- 
tion <» his naral Ibree." This message being taken 
into consideration, Pitt enlarged much on the ne- 
cessity of attending to the preservation of the ba- 
lanoe of power in Europe. " Tbe Infinence of die 
Turkiah emnire." he aald, ^'waa of great elfoct in 
the general acale. Ita preaent situation waa anch 
aa to afford just cause of apprehension to other 
powers; wnd to Pruovia in particular it must bo 
nii^^ injurious, to sufbr the Tuffcish empire to bo 
diminished in foiroe and consequence. He diere- 
fore moved an address, assurmc his majesty that 
hia foiihlal commons would make good ansii ex- 
penaea aa may be found neceaaary." 

SECOND DISCUSSION OF QUARREL WITH 

RUSSU— MINISTER COMPELLED TO 

GIVSIN. 

Tbb proapeet of a war with Russia on tlieae frivo- 
loua grouikia, astonished every dtinking individual, 
alarmed the nubUc, and waa oppoaed m the houae 
with the whole strengdi and talents of opposition. 
Fox said, '* the right honourable merer or the ad- 
dram had enveloped himself in mystery and im. 
portance, but ezplained nothing. When the balance 
of power was mentioned as a reason for arming, it 
oumt to be ahown how it waa endangered. We 
had no quarrel with the einpresa of Raasia: we had 
no alliance with Turkey. But by the absurd pride 
of interfering in the aflaira of every sovereign state, 
we iuTolTod oursdTOs in continnal expense, and 
were exposed to the perpetual haaard of war. It 
was to second tbe ambitious policy of Prussia, and 
not fbr any interests of our own, that we were now 
called upon to arm. The Ccaiina, it waa weU known, 
had ofmed to give up aB her conquests but a bar- 
ren district, unprofitable and worthless, except for 
a rini^ plaice contahnod in it, which placo was Oc- 
aakaw. But would any one seriously pretend that 
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th0 balMDM of Bordpa daiMnded cm ^e trlTfafl dr- 
cnuMtB0cey whether Ociakow ahoold in fatare be- 
long to the eoqiire of Rauia or of Tiirkey t That 
tbu WM oTon with miuiotera theiiise(re> a novel 
idea, was plain; for Ocsakow had been taken in 
1788, and in 1789 his nuuoBty bad aMored the parUa> 
ment and the nation, autt the ntaation of affairs 
was such as promised us a coatinnanee of peaoe*" 
The question was howeTor oarried in IkTOur of the 
address by two hundred and twenty eight to one lum- 
drad and thirty-fiTe. 

It has been said, and with great truth, that this 
deoision of itself was suflkciant to demonstrate the 
'necoMity of a parUaiaentary refbnn ; for when tibm 
xopresentatives roted for a Russian war, they were 
so far from speaking tlie sentiments of the nation, 
that the people ey«ry whereeibacratod the measure. 
Sensible ttiat tliis was the preraaling opinion of the 
country. Grey, on the twelfth of April, brought the 
business onoe more before the house, by moving a 
series oT resolutions expreisire of the impoUoy, in- 

off then 
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expediency, and foOv of the measure. On the part 
of the ministry nothing satisfoctory was ofliered. 
The importance of Oosakow was magnified to a 
most riiucolons excess. The success of um ministry 
in former negotiations was triumphantly dwelt i^ 
on, and the confidence of the house diallenyed m 
terms nnusuallv strong and pointed. Slunidan, 
with sarcastio keenness, asked the minister " on 
what basis this confidence was to rest. Did he re* 
collect the different prospect to which we had been 
directed to turn our eyes in this vear f Did he re- 
eolleot that this was the promised mittenttium. Chat 
halcyon year in which we had been flattered, in- 
stead of fresh burdens, with a reduction of expense, 
and a clear surphu for the extinction of the na- 
tional debtf The system we had adopted in oon- 
oert with Prussia, was," he said, ** a system of am- 
otion, of vainglory and intrigue, and it fastened 
upon us a concern of all others the most pernicious 
— ^that of Bngli^ interference with Gennan politics. 
As to the dootrine of confidence in nunisters, he to- 
tally alQured it. The more constitutional doctrine 
was that of suspicion and watchfalness. The min- 
ister had indeed risen wonderfully in his demandi. 
He recollected the time when he bad contented 
himself widi asking only for a guarded and rational 
confidence ; and it was at last grown Into- a blind 
and imnUcit confidence. It appeared that the de- 
gree of confidence required, rose in an exact ratio 
to the absurdity of the measore to be adopted." 
On the divisiim, the opposition appeared greatly in- 
creased, the numbers being, ayes one haadred and 
aerenty-nine, noes two hvudrod and fifty-nine. 

To enter into a war in the face of such a minority, 
and in defiance of the opinion of the public was an 
undertaking which the minister, with all his ac- 
knowledged conragepdid not choose to attempt; and 
therefore, after aiu the bustling, threatening, and 
dreadfnl preparation, the point in dispute -was sud- 
denly and wisely given up, and Ooaakow remained 
in the possession of Russia. The session of par- 
liament, terminated June the tenth, 1791. His nuoes- 
ty expressed his perfect satisfaction at the seal with 
which the two nouses had applied themselves to 
the consideration of the different olgects which he 
bad recommended to their attention. 

DISGRACEFUL RIOTS AT BIRMINGHAM. 

Soon after the rising of parliament the nation 
was disgraced by a wanton and unprovoked series 
of tnmulti and outrages, whidi, fiw the space of 
four days, spread terror and alarm through the po- 
pulous town of Birmingham and the ac^acent coun- 
try. It has be<Ai already peen that a diAsrenoe of 
sentiment on the character of the French revoiu- 
tion gave vise to a heated and violent diseussioii in 

Sariiamentr— ill according with the dignity of a 
»gis1ative assembly. But this cause of discord was 
not confined to the higher orders of society : it also 
pervaded the inferior classes ; and considerable 
pains were tak4m by nipisterial JoumaUsts to in- 



flame flw passions of liw populuoe against the 
sertors of Oaitte Ubertjr. On the ether hand the 
whig paxtjr and the fnends of freedom in Great 
Britein rqjoioed in the emancipation of a neighbour- 
ing nation, and flattered themselves that they saw 
in the success of the French revolutton, not only 
the annihilation of despotism in that country, but 
the commencement of a new system of politics in 
Burope, the basis of which was peace, happiness, 
and mutual coneord. 

In most of the larger towns of Great Britain, as- 
sooiatione were formed for the oelebration of the 
French revolution on the fourteenth of July : but 
the opposite party were not indifferent spectotors 
of those proceedings; tim most scandalous and in- 
flammatory ftnsinnalions wer^ conveyed in newspa- 
pers and pamphlets, stigmatiaing the friends of 
freedom as determined republicans, and represent- 
iog the act of j<rining in a convivial meeting on Hbm 
odious fourteenth of Julv, as an attenqit to overtum 
the British constitution m chovoh and stoto. 

A fow days previous to tiie meeting m commemo- 
ration of the French revolution at Bumin^riham, six 
copies of the most inflammatory and sedioons hand 
bill, jproposing the French resolution as a model to 
the Bullish, and SKCiting them to rebellion, were 
left in a pnblio house by some person unknown. 
As the contents ef this hand MB found a quick and 
general circulation, they ooeasioned a ferment la 
the town. The magistrates oflbred a reward of one 
hundred guineas for discovering the audior, prin- 
ter, or publisher ef Uie trtmoxious paper; and the 
friends of the meeting intended for the fourteenth, 
published at the same time an advertisement ex- 
plicitly denying the sentimento and doctrines ot 
the seditious imnd bill, and disavowing all connec- 
tion witii its aufltar or publisher. 

The views and intentions of the meeting having, 
however, been grossly minrepresentedk and tlie gen- 
tlemen concerned suepeotmg tlie seditious hmd 
bill to be an astlfioe pw s eo t e d bv diefr adversaries, 
thought it most advisable to rahaquishthe sdieme ; 
and aeoordingly notice was given to that effiect : 
buL at tile pressing instance* of several penons dis- 
satisfied with this determination, the intention was 
revived, and the eompany met at the appointed 
time to the number of between eighty and ninety. 
The ingenious Kelr. wdl known for his great at- 
tainments in chenustry and ether branches of 
philosophy, and a m e m ber of the estabflshed 
church, was placed in the diair. The gentlemen had 
scarcely met before the house was surrounded by a 
tomultuous crowd, who testified tiieir disapprcwa- 
tion by hisses and groans, and by the snout of 
Ckmrck and Khig, which became the watch word 
on this occasion. At five o'clock the oompany dis- 
pened, and soon afterwards the wfaidews in front 
of the hotel were demolished, and the house other- 
w&M iigured ; and notwithstanding the appearance 
of the magistrates, the mob foreibly entered and 
searched tne house in quest ef the ^uesti, but for- 
tunately found none of them remaining. 

The, mob immediately • alter set on Are and de- 
stroyed two meetingi4ieuses ef the disMnteie, and 
from thence proceeded to tiie house of Dr. Friastfey, 
a dissenting minister, whioh,wi^ Us Klwary and val- 
uaUe phiiosophiGnl apparatus, manuscrtoti and pa- 
pers, me mob entir^y destroyed ; and in like manner 
they continued for three enMrfng days to bom the 
houses and valuable effects of many ottiers ef ^e 
dissenters whe resided near Bianingliam. It was 
hi vain that ttie magistrates swore hi an addUtonsl 
number of constables, as Oemob baffled aB attempts 
to dispone them, and compelled ttie censlables to 
retire, many of whom were wounded. On the 
evening of the tiifacd and movning of tfio fourth 
day, however, several troops of dragoons arrived 
and restored tranquillity. Of theselnfataated rioters 
seventeen were tried and five were found guil^p ; 
one of whom was reprieved and firar exeonted i 
thus tenainnted a soene fhaK dishonoured tte an- 
t&oaal bistMy. 
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CHAPTER XXIL 



Meeting of P^lUmetO—FiatieriHg Pictmrt ef ike FhtMcte ef the C&tmtry—JHarHMe of the Duke of 
Ym-k—Methmfor AboiUiem ef the Slave TVude^-Gradual AboUtiom emrrUd In the House of Ommotu 
—Oppoeed md 4€imwed l» the Hetuc of iMrds^Westminster Police BUI vaeees—New Fifrett BUI, 
introduced bf the Ministrf, r^eeted—Mr, Bote, charged with Malpractices in OJSce, aequUted— 
JJbel BiUpaeeea^BiU in Faoamr of the SeottUh EpiscopaiianSy passes^The London Oorresvonding 
Soeietg, and the Seeietf of tU Friends of the PeopU instUuted, to obtain a Parliamentary Bejorm^ 
Notice ^ a Motion far a' Be/orm in the Bepresentatian, alarms Ministers— Boffal Proctamatlam 
e^ainst SediHous H^^rithigs- Statement of the Bevenuee of Indla^Indlan tTar against TIppoo Saib 
Sues/or Paace^^remtadr-Terms, 



XBETIKO OP PARLIAMBMT—PLATTBRIMO 
8TATB OP PINANCB8, 

im. rpHE lAtter months of tho year 1701 mnod 
X oror in gloomy aUenee. The parifiiment 
was not conrened tOl tha thirty<Ant of Jannary 
1792. The king announced in his speech ** the 
marriage of liia eon the doke of York with the 
priacesa Predorica, daughter of his good btatber 
and ally the king of Prnasia. He informed the 
two houMS that a treaty had been oonchxded, under 
his mediation and that of bis allies, between fhe 
emperor and the Ottoman Porte, and that in con- 
sequence of their interrention, preliminaries had 
be«:n agreed upon between the latter of those 

foweri and Rusia. The general state of aAirs in 
Inrope promised a oentin nance of peae^ and he 
was indncod to hope far an inunediate rednctlen of 
the naval and military estabttshments." Tlie ad- 
dress of thanks mored by Charies Yorke, and se- 
conded by Sir James Murray, excited some serere 
animadTersiens from Pox, who, in allusion to the 
cession of Ocaakow to Russia, obsorred, " Aat it 
required no moderate share of asannace fSor minis- 
ter* to say to gentlemen who had supported their 
measures as wise and neoessarv, ' That which yon 
last session contended for as of the utmost import- 
ance, we have now abandoned as of none. Will 
you have the goedneas to more an address appror* 
tog of what we hare doner Ptox thouf^t it ex- 
traordinary that, in mentioning the inestimable 
blessings of peace and order, no notice was taken 
of tiM Tkdent interruption of order which had oc- 
curred in the ooune of the summer. At the close 
of the eighteenth century we had seen the rerlral 
of the spirit and practice of the darkest ages. It 
would hare been well if his mi^esty had spoken of 
those riots In the terms they merited. They were 
not rioti fbr bread— thev ware not rioti in the 
cause of liberty, which, hower er highly to be re- 
probated, had yet some excuse in Cheb nrhieiple ; 
they were liots of men neither aggriered nor com- 
plaiuing— of men who had set un foot an indiscari- 
minate peisecntion of an entire deicription of their 
fitDtTT imiaimf . indndhig persons as eminent for 
their ability as blameless m tiieir ceodoct, and as 
faithful in their allegiance a* this or any country 
could boast.** 

Pitt deprecated with warmth the Invidiotts re- 
Tiral of a siAtJect ao unpleaaant and unproAtable, 
and' wished rather to oaU the attention' of the 
bouse to the flourishing condition of the oommeroe 
and finances of the nation, of which in o abort time 
he proposed submitting to the house a correct 
statement. Aei^frdingly, in a few dava after, ^e 
minister brought this- subject regulany forward ; 
%nd in the courae of an «doquent and animated 
q»eech, delineated a picture of national prosperity 
nore flattering than oTen the most glowing imagin- 



ation had renturcd to suggest. " The amoimt of 
the permanent rerenue, tHth the land and maH 
duti«ni annexed, from January 1791 to January 179!^ 
he eatimated at aixteen miiliona, aeren hundred 
and thirty thouaand pounds, being three hundred 
thomand pounds more than the aggregate of Che 
precedinr year. The permanent expenditure, in- 
cluding the interest of the debt, the annual million 
mpUed towards its extinction, the civil list, and 
me military and naral establishments, he calcnlated 
at fifteen mfDions, eight hundred and ten thousand- 

Knnds, leaving a clear surplus of more than nine 
ndred thoosand pounds. In this state of things- 
he thought himself authorised to propose a repsial^ 
of a part of the more burdensome taxes, to Uie 
amount of about two hundred thousand pounds per : 
annum: and at the same time apply die sum of 
four hundred thonsand pounds, to tne reduction of . 
the national debt, in aid of the annual million ap- 
propriated by parliament. In consequence of tM 
general improTement of credit, the three per cents 
would soon rise so high as to enable parhamont to 
eifect a reduction of the four, and, as soon as by 
law redeemable, of the fire per oenta, which would 
add the aum of aeren hundred thousand pounds, or 
little leas, to the sinking fond. The indefinite ad- 
ditions which might be expected from the increase 
ing produce of the existing taxes, the result of our 
rapidly increasing commerce, must mo<^ all cal- 
culation. Our exports had risen one third in 
ralne since tibe year 1783, and our internal trado 
had increaaed in at leaat an equal proportion. On 
die continuance of our preaent proaperity it ii in- 
deed impoasible to count with certainty ; but ua^ 
questionably there never was a time when, front 
die situation of Europe, we might more reasonably, 
expect a durable peace than at the present moment. 
" Pkum the result of die whole I truat I am entided 
to infer, that the acene which we are now con- 
templatiag ia not die tranaient effect of accident^ 
not die abort-IiTed proaperity of a day, but the gen- 
uine and natural residt of regular and permanent 
causes. We may yet indeed be suliject to those 
fluctuations which often happen in the affairs of a 
great nation, and which it is impossible to calculate 
or foresee ; but as for as there can be reliance on 
human speculadons, we have the best ground from 
the experience ot the past to look with satisfaction 
to the present, and with confidence to the foture.** 
Such were the briffiant hopes which in this moment 
of ministerial exultadon the people were taught to 
indulge, and with such dasaliug but decepdve 
spltfudonr rose the mom of a year destined to sot 
in darkness, calamity and blood. 

MARRIAGB OF THE DUKE OP YORK. 

On the seventeenth of Pebruary, Pitt pre- 
aented a copy of the treaty between his majeaty 
and the king of Prussia on the marriage of his 
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royal hlgfcmw tbs AidLe of York with Oie jprittcwt 
Fredorica Cbarlotta inriqiio Cathorlno of Prnaiia. 
Ou the sevonth of March the hoiue of oommona 
t«M>lTed itself hito a committee, to take into cod- 
■aderatioii an eatabliehment for their royal high- 
neiaea the duke and dutchoM of York. Sir Jamee 
Johnatone mentioned Omabnrgh, " which from the 
be«t information 'he had obtained, prodoced," he 
said, " tfairty-fire thovMand ponnds per annum ; he 
wished therefore to know nropi aatherity exaictty 
bow mach it waa worth f** He waa anawered, " that 
auch a qaeation waa totally nnparliamentary, ak 
that honae nerer conalderad any thing behmpng 
to princea out 6f die kingdom. Not a word waa 
ever aaid of hia m^eaty'a rerenoe from Hanorer ; 
it waa not even thoncK of in. die diecnaaion of hia 
majeaty'a rerenoe, on hia diflerent appHoationa to 
parliament for aapport." Mr. Burden nad no heai- 
tation in aaylng, though it would no doubt baye 
been extremely unparliamentary to mention it, it ia 
highly probable that an aOianoe of thia aort with 
the iSiuaian monarch'a famfly waa not oonaidered 
aa an erent very auapiciona to the peace and proa- 
perity of Great Britain. After much deaultory con- 
Teraation, the reaolutiotta paaaed tiae houae ; by 
which theae kingdoma atand pledged to grant an 
allowance of thirty thouaand pounda |ier annum to 
tiieir ^yal highneaaea. 

THE SLAVE TRADE-ITS GRADUAL ABOLI- 
TION CARRIED IN THE HOUSE OP 
COMMONS. 

. On the aecond of April, the houae reaolved itaelf 
into a committee to conaider of the atate of the. 
African slave trade. From the decaaion on Wilber- 
force'a motion laat aeaiAon, it appeared that the en- 
thnaiasm of parliament foi the abolition had great- 
ly abated ; wbUe nn the other hand that of the pub- 
lic in general had increaaed. The table of the 
houae of commona waa now covered with petitiona 
fit>m all parts of the kingdom, imploring in earnest 
language the abolition of that in/amons and inbo- 
'man traffic. Wilberforce declared, " that frt>m hia 
exertiona in thia cauae he had found happineaa, 
.though not hitherto aocceas. It enlivened lua 
waking and soothed his evening hours, and he 
could not recollect without singular tatiafaction, 
that he had demanded justice for milliona who 
could not ask it for themaalves." He concluded an 
able and olo^nxent speech, by moving the question 
of abolition, wilbenorce was powerfullv support- 
ed by many of the moat respectable membera of the 
houae ; amongat whom Mr. Whitebread particn- 
larlv distinguished himself by the energy and ani- 
mation of his remarks. He observed. " that a fatality 
attended the arguments of those who defended thila 
deteatable and ahocking trade. In an account of 
aelling the stock of a plantation, one of Hm evi- 
dences in favour of tho slave merchants aaid, ' that 
the slaves fetched lesa than tibe common price, be- 
cauae they were damaged.' uamagedl" exclaimed 
Mr. Whitebread, '* what ia thia, but an ac|(,nowledg* 
ment that they were worn down by labour, aickn^as, 
by every species of in treatment. A trade attended 
with such dreadful evHs onyht not to be dioughtof 
— <annot be mentioitfed without horror, nor oon- 
Itnued without violating every moral and reliaiona 
obligation." — • , — . 

In ponae<iuence of the ardour displayed by thenar 
tion at large in thia buaineaa, it waa at length deter- 
mined to concede, what it waa now become difficult 
perhapa dangerona to withhold. Dundaa, advanced to 
the dignity of secretary of atatebythereaignationof 
the duke of Loeda, and the organ of the interior cabi- 
net in the house of commona, now recommended to 
the houae, the adoption of a middle and moderate 

?Ian, such as would reconcile the interests of tiie 
l^est India islands with the eventual abolition of the 
trade ; and concluded by moving " that the word 
gradual might be inserted before abolition." Pitt, 
declared his decided disapprobation of the amend- 
ment ; and in a apeech n-aught with argument and 
eloquence, coloured the bouse not to postpone even 
for an hour uie great and necessary work of 
abolition. "Reflect," said Pitt, "on the eighty 
thotisand persons annually torn from tiieir na- 
tive land 1 on the connections which- are broken I 
on the friendships, attachments, and relation- 
ships that are buret asunder i There ia acme- 
thing in the horror of it that anrpaaaea all the 
bounds of imagination. How ahall we repair the 



misdiiofs w» hmre brought upon tbat oon ttnent t 
If, knowing tba miaeriea we have cauaed, we r^ 
f uae even now to put a atop to thtfm. how greatly 
aggravated win be the guilt of Britain I ShaB we 
not rather count the daya and honra diat 
fered to Intervene, than to delay the 
ment of auch a work," Fox supported the _. 
aide, with a force of atgnment and energr of 
preaaion, eqnaBy impreasive and convincing. ** The 
honourable genaeman wiio had propoaed the amend- 
ment called himself," ^x aaid, "a moderate 
man ; but he neidier fdte, nor widied to feel any 
dihig IQte moderation on the anhject. The qnoatioa 
befcnre the 'houae waa aimply ^lia : whedier Ihej 
ahonld authoriae by law the comnusaion of Crimea 
in Africa, which m tUi ootmtry would incmr the 
aevereat penaltiea, and even an ignominioua death? 
Begulationo, in thia caae, would be aa diagraoefU aa 
they would be impotent. One gentleman had pio- 
poaed a premium for the tranqportatiott of femaiea. 
What !" exdafaned Fox, *' ia the kidnapper than to 
be enoouraged by tlie Britiah legidatuie to lay a 
anare for foB harmleaa maid— to aoiateb her from 
the arma of her let «r or her parenta— or to 
aeparate the wife from her faqiband and chll- 
dren t He ahould like," he aaid, <* to aee the 
clauae by wliieh thia inhuman meaaoro waa tn ha 
presented to the parliament of England ; he ahoold 
like to aee the man capable of conceiving worda to 
frame auch a danae— waa there a gentleman in t^< 
houae bold enough to anpport itl^ Hie amend- 
ment propoaed by Dundaa waa nevertheleaa ca^r- 
ried on the division by a nu^Jority of alxty-elght 
voicea. Aoc^rdina^y he afterwaida moved ** mat 
the impor&tion of necroea into the Britiah cohmiea 
ahonld oeaae on the firat of JFannary 184M.* lUa, 
on dw motion of lord Momington, waa after great 
diffleulbr and debate altered to January the firat 
1796. A aerlea of reaolutiona founded on thia iiaala 
were then agreed to, and aent up to dm lords for 
didn0oncuiKeuoe« 

DELAYED BY THE LORDS. 

In the upper honae €b mo reaolutiona were fated 
to meet a very cold reception ; and from a large 
proportion of raeir lordahipa a moat determined op- 
poaitioo. Aa this waa a favourite meaaure with the 
nation, and had indeed been anpported in a pecn- 
Uar manner by the toIco of the people, they were 
highly offended to aee the duke of Clarence, third 
aon of the king, commence hia pnbfic career with a 
violent declamation againat the abolition, and in- 
vective againat ita advocatea ; whom he dedari'd to 
be actuated by the apirit of political and rcKgioua 
fanaticiam. Widi a view to protract, and if poaai- 
blo to dismiaa the buaineaa, the 1()rd chanc^or 
moved, *' that evidence be heard, not before a se- 
lect committee, according to the propoaition of lonl 
GrenviUo, but at die bar of die houae." Thia waa 
aeconded by lord Hawkeabury, the well known 
and inveterate enemy of the abolidon. The motion 
being carried, the burineaa lay over during the re- 
mainder of the aesaion. 

WESTMINSTER POUGE BILL PASSED. 

Trb next affair of importance that came under 
the consideration of paniamant, waa the estabfiah- 
ment of a new police for the city and liberty of 
Weatmioater. Ine ondine of the plan waa, to eatob- 
lish five principal officea, to be alwaya open for the 
adminiatration of that branch of juatice which foUa 
within the Jnriadiction of the Jusdcea of the peace. 
To each office three Juatlcea were to be appointed, 
with a aalary of three hundred pounda each per 
annum. The feea paid into all the officea were to 
be oonaolidated into one fund, which waa to be ap- 
plied towards the.diaoharge of the aalartea; and m 
order completdy to annihilato the odioua name and 
funcdona of a tradtog juatice, no person in the com- 
miaaion of tibe peace waa to be permitted to re- 
ceive feea. To nnito personal aecnrity widi gen- 
eral liberty ; to preaerve inriolato the rights of pro- 
perty ; to repreaa the efforta of violence without 
eatabliahing a ayatem of tyrannical coercion, la 
among the moat arduoua laboura of government and 
legislation. That the eatobiiahed avatem required 
aome alteration, no poraon acquaAted with the 
shameful prostimtton of Justice which prevailed, 
could possibly doubt : yet the friends or freednuk 
saw in the new system of regulation, prindploii 
deeidy boatHe to the general liberties of tbc natton : 
and ^oy saw in one particular dawe a deviation 
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ftmn fttti nd« o# JoatiM, wkioh Ibr ccnterlei kad 
bm eitaemed the palhidliim of on ooastitirtloB. 
By this cUoM. die ceimtiiMw were empowered to 
^ppiehead auch ponene m conkl not gire a good 
aoooont of Oiemselvefl^ end the magirtrete to com- 
mit them as ineonigible rognea and Tagabonda. 
Am the proft-ageil deaisn of thfa dawe was to fMili- 
tato the dSsoorery of a new spedeo of crimiaaJs 
called repatod thieres, it was pointedly asked, 
what was the deAnitioB of a reputed tUef t To 
punish men for acts which thev had not committed, 
out for crimes which they intended to commit, 
was a new and dangerous principle in ^g»g**fh 
law. Such a syston was only caKoiated to pro- 
tect the xich-«^to proenre ease to their pleasures, 
and to gwurd the entrance to opera and play- 
kooses. Besides this, the bin reiBtred to another 
aet, as the rule of punidmient: the Tagrant act 
was the statute aUnded to, a statute snfloaently 
el»ieetionabIe,- both on account of its undefined 
extent, and the extreme soTeri^ of the pnnish- 
menti it inflicts. It was tme Oiere was an mp- 
peal allowed by this act to the quarter sessions, 
and the persons apprehended, under the present 
clause mijght there be acquitted. But still the 
punishment they had suffered in the fnt instance 
could not be done away, nor the evils that resulted 
from thehr imprisonment remedied. The general 
principle of the bill was also arraigned in strong 
terms. It was said, that the system of our con- 
stitntion required, that iustice diould be admfaiis- 
tered throughout the kmgdom gratnitoasly ; that 
the discretionary powers granted to justices of 
the pea ce were in miby cases exorbitant, and 
were only endured in consideration of the per- 
sons on whom tiiey were conferred.— -Was it fit 
then to grant not ouIt aB these, bvt liiMitiimal 
powers, to a new description of magistratso 
appointed by and receiving salaries from the 
crown t In a word, instead of a system of pidioe, 
the present measure was considered as a system 
of influence : but it itauLDy passed into a law. 

NEW FOREST BILL REJECTED. 

A BILL was about this period introduced into 

fufiament for inclosing certain parts of the New 
orest, under pretence of promoong Uie growth of 
timber. In the house of lords, ^is scheme met 
with unqualified censure from both parties. The 
lord chancellor condemned It in die strongest 
terms : he said, " his majesty had been imposed on 
in the businem ; and diat it was a precedent deep- 
ly affecting die constitutional situation of the 
crown." Ine ministry grounded tiieir defence on 
a report of die commissioners of the land rerenue, 
who had leoommended an attention to die growth 
of timber in the kingdom. The bill was however 
wididrawn, though lord OrenviDe intimated that 
something of the kind would be introdnood in the 
snoceeding session. 

MR. ROSE TRIED AND ACQUTITBD. 
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In tlie course of the last summer a trial at bar 
bad taken place between a publican of the name of 
Smidi, and Rose the secretary of the treasur3f. The 
frkcts and circumstances ascertained by the evidence 
given on that trial were so darini^y uncenstita- 
tional, that Thompson on the thirteenth of Hardi 
broni^t the business regularly before the house of 
commons. The pidistance of the evidence on die 
trial went to charge Rose with having interfered 
in die Westminster deetion in an unwarrantable 
nmnner. It appeared that Smith had some time 
before been convicted in a penalty of fifty pounds, 
finr an offence against the exdse laws ; and that 
afterwards, in consequence of services performed 
by Smidi m the course of the election, at die re- 
quest of Rose, a part of die fine was remitted to 
him. '* There could not poesibly exist a doubt about 
Rose having employed Sinith in the eleedon, as the 
Jury had given a verdict in favour of the latter for 
the fnU amount of his bin.'* Thompson press e d the 
oll^ect of his motion upon the feelings of the house ; 
and coinnred them to reflect on the consequences 
of permitting a secretary of the treasury to employ 
the money of the publie In supporting the Section 
of a member of teat house ; and on the probable 
edlbcts of suffering the people to understand that 
their money was corruptly expended in procuring 
seats for the friends of the minister; and concluded 
by fooving for tte- appointment of a committee to 
inquire into the abuses compUUted of. Lambton 



secon d ed the modon, end in support of the inquiry 
stated another fret of a Biatlar nature with that 
mentioned by the mover. <* In the year ITW," he 
said, " one Uoskins being at that thne In prison, at 
the suit Di the selioitor to the lottery for certain 
penalties incurred by oflbnoes against the lottery 
act, wrote to the solicitor informing him that he 
coidd procure fifty or sixty votes for lord Hood at 
the Westminstsr election, provided he could be ad- 
mitted to baO, and that such bail as he could oflbr 
would not be ol^ected to. The solicitor said, he 
could not do this on his own accord, but mast have 
authority from a higher quarter. The man was 
afterwards admitted to beu, and his baU wero the 
most miserable wretehes that ever offered to oonv 
mit a penury; indeed, so wretohed were diey, 
tha^ when they came to take the neeeesary oatw 
beloro the Judge at ld» chambers, diough they 
brought a note from the solieitor signlMng'hM 
consent, they wen actuaBy refrued. llie iaat, 
however, in conclusion was, that their baU was 
taken, and Hoskins agreeable to his engagement 
polled iixty votes for lord Hood; sinoe whe% 
neither he nor his bail had erer been heard wi 
Lambton having stated this fact, observed, ." that 
the public had paid seven hundred pounds'out of 



their pocketa to nro ou re votes for lord Hood ; and 
if ministers could, as it suited their own oonven- 



ience, suspend the operation of some lawa» and sv- 
mit the osnsequenoes of others, the fceed pm of the 
country was a shadow and not a substance*" 
Rose, in Us defonoe stated, " diat the penalty in 
whicn Smith had been oonTicted was for browing 
beer at home, and it appeared diat dils beer was 
smaU beer for die use of bis own fsmfly. That one 
third of the penalty went to the poor of St. Mar. 
tin's parish; die rest to the king : that the restry of 
that parish had declared their wiUfaigness to rendt 
diehr partof the penalty ; diat he had only refocrod 
Smith's pedtlon tothe board of oicise to whose oog- 
niaance It properly belonged.* He confessed^ dmt 
during die time of die last general election, SwaUk 
came to him, and made a proposition tat opening 
his house, and declared he could detect a number 
of bad votes which had been given for lord John 
Town.i>hend ; when be answered—^ do so if you 
can, it win be doing a good tUng." Smith ftnind 
die bad votes he had promised, and at length ap- 
pUed to him to be paid. His answer was, " go to 



lord Hood's committee, they wffl pay you.** Smith, 
however, again demanded payment, commeneed 
en acdon* and obtained a rerdict*— Widi regard to 
the odier eharge respecting the admisaJcio of Hoe- 
kins to befl, by sham baiO; Rose protested, "ha 
had never before diat day heard of dm man's name.* 
6roy oontonded, diat there was ample ground 
for niquiry, notwithstanding the right- honourable 
gentkiaan's defence. Rose had declared that he 
only transmitted Smith's petition to the board of 
excise, and protested he nad no otlierwise inter- 
foned. On the contrary, a letter from Rose to 
Smidi was produced, inviting him te meet Vivian 
die solieitor to thd excise, on this businsss. at hie 
own house. With respect to Hoskins, whatever 
the ri^t honourable gendenian might protest the 
fiiOowmff focta wero unquestionably established ^— 
1. Iliat Hoskins was under arrest for penalties in- 
curred mader the lottery act to the amount of seren 
hundred pounds, and diat during the election he 
o Ared to bring sixty rotes, provided be: was suf- 
fered to escape :— S. That the solieitor to the lot* 
tery, who was alio agent fi» lord Hood, said he 
must consult higher autaority :— S. That Hoskins waa 
suffered to escape by two bells being aooepteiL 
who wero not wordi a shilHng ^-end 4. lliat Imrd 
Hood had since paid his agentfs bill, in whidi there 
Is tals ouiious charge, ** to die expense of finding 
bafl ft)r the actkm against Hodcins, who engaaed to 
bring vp rfxty rotes, three pounds tlire# shilmigi.'* 
Never, perhaps, wero the present ministry rednqed 
to a moro perplexing dilemma than on tUs oeca- 
sion. If, on die one hand, they granted the in- 
quiry, it would lead to the discovery of scenes dis- 
gracefol to their ropntation ; and must have ter- 
minated in the conviction of Rose : and, on the 
other hand, to refuse an inquiry in the free of focte 
so oampUtUHy substantiated, would amount to a 
tacit actnowledgment of die indefensibility of their 



Perceivuig, therefore, that the powers of 
eloquence "would weif^ Utde against the argument 
of tacts, Pitt contented himself with saying, that he 
should oppose the inquiry " because thero was no 
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«m« piiklk Oficer aruiut whom In thk bnaiofln a 
direct dtarga oould be flxed,** and, to the astontoh* 
ment of the whole oatfon, ub miniitsr, by resottiag 
to the vnaniwertfile logic of nnmben, waa able, m 
a full bongo, to dinniu tbe motion by a dirWon of 
two hnndrad and twentyoone afalnet eighty-four 
Toicee. 

The etiio with which the minister waa aUe to 
command ao lai^ a nu^ority, in a case whlck the 
pobMc deemed complet«y deepente, moved to a 
demonatratkm, that an Iniwmoe esilrted tome- 
where, totally inoompadble with the parity of re- 
p r es en tatian, and that ealled loudly fbr a rwbnn in 
the cemmoni house of pirHsmqit. 

UBBL BILL PASSES. 

Tbb libel bin intndueed in the last sewlon by 
Fox, and which wns lost in the house of lord*, was 
this session tiiumphantty carried tluongh both 
houses, and passed Into a law, notwithstimdJnattie 
▼iolont <9posltian of die law lords Thurloir, Ken- 
yon, and Badiurst. Hie marqids of LsBsdowne 
said, *' that the act which dedared tho judges In. 
dependent of die crown, would. In fact, be found to 
lender them tJtally independsot of the people, and 
more than erer dependent on the crown. Before 
the rerolutioa the Judges took no part in polltfcs, 
or in the debates of tliat house ; now diey were of 
great weipht in every discnssioa, and occupied so 
much of the time, that noble lords oould hardly ob- 
tain an opportmuty of speaking. Fbr what they 
know, they might haTO a chief Jusdoe at the head 
of a party In that house, going down, reeking with 
party rago to preside on a trial for a libel puuishcd' 
against himself by some political adrersary. For 
hM own part, his lordship declared, he could not 
ftvme to his mind a case In which juries did not 
appear as fuUy oompetent to dedde conscientiously 
on die law and the fhct blended, as the twelre 
judges.** The law lords joined In a protest against 
die bill, which will remain as a porpotnal monu- 
ment of the triumph of equity and common senAe, 
over profeasiooal subdlty. 

BII^L IN FAVOUR OF SCOTHSH EPISCO- 
PALTANS. 

Akotrib point was also gained during this ses- 
Mon in .foTour of the general system of freedom, 
by a bQl introduced into the house of peers by lord 
Xlgin, to reliere the Scottish episcopalians from 
the heavy penaldee to which they had been long 
sulf^ect. Iheir warm attachment to the Stuart famlP 
ly rendered diem notoriously disaffected to the re- 
voludon settlement : but now diat the pretender 
was dead, diey found no more difficulty than other 
high-flying jaooUtical tories of excelling even the 
loyal m loyalty. An oUecdon, however, was 
started by me lord chancellor, whether, according 
to a clause in the present bill, specifying the de- 
scription of penons to bo reliered. thfusthto could 
with propriety recognise the validity 6f ordinadon 
hv bishops e^rdsing tlieir foncdons indep«Adent 
el the state. And in his profound knowledge In 
eedeslartical antiquity, his lordship ventured even 
to Intimate Kb doubts, whether biniops could exist 
in any christian country not authorised by the stote. 
But us lordship being assured by the bishop of St. 
DavldlB. who spoko In favour of this " afflicted part 
of the church of Christ," that christian bishops ex- 
isted throe hundred vears before the happy alliance 
between church and state took place, under the 
emperor Constantino the Great, his lordship was 
pleased to declare himself satisfied, and the bUl 
passed without any farther opposidoQ. 

LONDON CORRESPONDING SOCIBTY, AND 
FElBNfiS OF THE PEOPLE. 

Tbouos dm varioui attempts made In the house 
of commons to obtain a parUamentary reform, had 
unifonnly proved unsuccessf ol, they were yet far 
from being unproducdve of eflbctt, as they ]iro voked 
discussions tending to make diose very evils more 
apparent, which die legislature peremntorily re- 
faiied to remedy. Firom tUs source, and from die 
knowledge conveyed tihrough a number of popular 
tracts on the snl^ect, the public mind was at this 
period eempletoly informed of the effects of our 
re pro ae m adve svstem. In consequence of this ge- 
neral deAislon off knowledge, a number of politic 
soc'e*le« were farmed for toe purpose of piocuring 



a reform in parliament. One of thi 
composed chiefly of tradesmen, assumed the titt* 
of the London Cor responding Society, and admsted 
In its full extent the odebnted system^ef reiMm 
leoommended by tb/e duke ci Richmond, reetiag on 
the basis of universal suffrage and annuiU poiriia- 
mento. But though the fate of this sedrty Si de»- 
tined to occupy a conspicuous part la the snhse 
quant history of England, tiiere was anot h e r formed' 
at ^is time, which, of all others, attracted asoot 
the attention both of government and &e natioa. 
The sodete aUuded to, known by the name of the 
Mends of the People, adopted ttieee nrinciples of 
refann which Pitt had once snppertod, and whidi 
hsui been sanctloaedby the appnbatioa of the meet 
distinguished advocates for eonstitatkmal Liberty. 
About thirty nmmbers of parhameat entered their 
names as members of diis association, which alsa 
oompreheaded many of tbe most etoinent diaxao- 
ters in the kingdom, whether in respoct of political 
or litorasy ability. After publishisg a manly da- 
claratioa of dudr sentiments, dio society came to 
the resolution, that early in the next sssmon a aso- 
tion of reform should be brought fmwaid in parlia- 
ment, and that the conduct of the bnsineM in dM 
house of eoaonona shocdd be oommitted to Orey 
and Erakine, both of whom were menhers. 

MOTION FOR REFORM IN PARLIAMENT. 

Ih conformity with die views of this society. Gray, 
on the thirtieth of April, gave notioe of his IntMidon 
to move, la the course of the easuiag session, for aa 
iaquiry into die stato of the representatioB. Ha 
had scarcely oonduded diis intimation, when PHt 
rose with unusual vehemence, to reprobate the 
measure. ** Nothfaig oould.** he said, ** ba whlsaar- 
ed oa this sultleet which did not Involve queaaens 
of the most extensive, tito most serious, the 
lasting importanca to the people of this country, 
the very being of tho stote. He would ooafoi 
that, in one respect, he had'changed his opfauan 
upon diis subject, and he was not ashamed to own 
it. He retained his upinion of the pr o priety of a 
parliamentary reform, if it could be obtained by a 
general concurrence, pointing harmlessly at Its ob> 
jeot. But ho was afraid, at this moment, that if 
agreed -to by diat house, the security of all tha 
blofaings we enjoyed would be shaken to the ibnad- 
ation. Ihe present, he asserted, was not a time to 
make haaardoos experiments. Could we forget 
what lessons hiul been given to the world witUn a 
few years! Could it be supposed that men felt tha 
situatioa of this country, as contrasted with that of 
others, to be deplorable t He then noticed the as- 
sociation of die mends of the people, and its adver> 
tisements, inviting the public to jcni die standard 
of reform. He saw with concern the gendemen to 
whom ho alluded united with others, who professed 
not reform only, but diiact hostility to the very foeaa 
of our government, who throateiMd the extiaoden 
of monnrohy, hereditary snooossion, and every duns 
which promoted order and subordination in a state. 
To his last hour he would resist every atunapt of 
this natare, and if he was called aqpon «dier to aaa- 
ard this, or for ever abandoa all hopes of reform, ha 
would say he had no heshation In preferring tha 
latter altomative." Hie moderation of Fox's !■»• 
guaae on this occasion, afibrded a strikiag contrast 
to toe vehemence of die minister. He rendaded 
tho house, " that he had never professed to be sa 
sanguine on this sutject as the right honoaraUa 
gendeman : but although less sanguine, he hanpen^ 
ed to be a lltde more consistent— for he had aariy 
in public life formed an opinion of die necessity at 
a parliamentory reform, and remainod to this T 
convinced of diat necessity, and tfbe obvious 
was, that the procoodlngs of the house were 
times at variance with the opinion of the puMic 
the truth and justice of this sentiment, he skid it 
only necomary to refer to a recent Instance, t ' 
sian armament. The dedaratlon of that house 
dmt we should proceed to hostHides. The dedara> 
tlon of the pecqple was, that we should not: and 
so strong was diat declaration, that It sflepred and 
awed the ministEir with his trinmphaat majority. 
What was the consequence t That the peqpla of 
England were at this moment paying the axpeasa 
of an armament for which they never gave toelr 
consent ; and as for as that goes, they pay their 
money for not boiuf represented, and because their 
sentiments were not spoken within tha waBb of 
that house. It was the doetrino of fanpUcit 
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■nd whotovor ooIubMoi ho nny tarinc 
npon dM oonntry, no iaqoiry Into hii oondnct will 
bo frontod. Sberiian, omonc other Wfvnonlo in 
aiT4MB of refonn, oboorred, " thot akxtj or oorontjr 
poorages hnd boon eroolod under the prooont ad> 
aipioUatioa, fur no dittinfniohad oUUtioi, for no 
ypM ic porTioot. bat in ori ^ for tficir intereotin f- 
tnratinf nonboio to poruowont* Hom poorofoo 
had boon bartovod for olaotfon inloroft; in tfao-aio- 
tor kingdiBm Hioy had boon all bat prored to ha?o 
boon pot m to anction for numer. Tho niinioter 
fofliog in hio .propooition of addmg one bandied 
mtimber t to the nonae of conunono, had almost 
added aa nwny to the bonae of peon. Sheridan 
reauriied, *' that an honounblo fentleman (Powii) 
bad called opon all who thon^ht aa he did to proteot 
acaJnat the moasore. In dua he had done wiaciy ; 
finr to proteat waa easier than to argoe." 

tlOYAL PROCLillfATlON AGAINST SEDI- 
TIOUS WRITINOS. 

Taa eenatemation of the miniatecs evidently ap- 
peared by a royal proclamation almoat immodiatoly 
waoed againat the pobiic diaperrion of all aeditioaa 
vvitinga, and afalaet all illocal oorreapondenciea, ex- 
borting tlM nuigietratea to Tigilonee. and the people 
to anlMilaiiiiii and eitodionoe. Tma prodamatlon 
boinff laid befoee the hoeae. May the twenty-dfth, 
and an addreoa nwrod of epprabation and anppor^ 
it wae wanaly nppoaed by t»ey, and tito proeiama- 
tion ita^ oondemned in aoTore terma, ea an inai< 
diona end pemidona- meaaare. Grey declared 
** that he acaredy knew how to e xpie aa himaolf ap- 
on it ; beeaoao he hardly conid diatiuQi>h whether 
the aentlmenti which gare birth to it were more 
impotent or melidooa. He mentioned the aaaoda- 
^ien of the Frienda of tlie People, and compUined 
timt the ndniater, apprehenaiTO of ita eflbcta, had 
eoBCarted thia meaanre, with an inddloaa view of 
aeparating thoae who had been Ions connectod.— 
No man waa orermoro delighted wim thoae ainiater 
practieea than the right bonoorable gentleman— he, 
whoae whole political life waa a oonatant tiaaae of 
ineonaiatancy, of aaserdUm and retractotion>-rhe» 
who neror propoaod a meeaore withoai intending to 
delado hia nearera ; who jprondaed every tfiing and 
p e rfat mod nothing ; who neror kept hia word with 
tte pnbiic; who atadied aU the parte of d^tivating 
popularity, widumt eren mtenoing to deaerre it; 
and who, fimnthe foetatep of hb politieal lifo, waa 
a oompleto pnbiic apoatato. He remained, aa one 
of the eigecta of thia proclamation, *' that the Ung'a 
oflcera, hia eommiaaionera of die peace, and hia ma- 
giatratea were to make diligent InqiiirT in order to 
diKover die aatbora and pebliaheri of wicked and 
aedtttoua writings. In otlier worda, a ayatem of 
eapionage waa to take place by order of die crown. 
The very idea waa aurpxiaing aa well aa odioua, that 
a prodomatton ahonld iaaoe from the aoToreign of 
a free people, commandhig anch a aystom to be aap- 
portod by apiea and informcra." 

Pitt exproaaed hia reapect for many of tho mem- 
bora of the aaaodatton in queotion, dedaiing, 
** that he differed from them only in regard to 
tbo time and mode wliich they had adopted for the 
attainment of their oUoct. Hie aaaodation of 
the frienda of the people," he oaid - did not come 
within the acope and purview of &e pvodamation, 
which waa levelled against the daring and aeditioaa 
prindplea which had been aofauidionaly propagated 
aoBongat the people, nnder tho plaaaible and dole- 
aive i^ppeUation of the rights of man." The address 
was foially carried widiont a division, and receiving 
the concarrenceof the npper boose, was presented 
in form to the king. It was followed by addreases 
from all parts of the kingdom; and the ministry, 
folding dkeir strength, commonoed prosecntions 
against a vast nnmber of offenders, amongst whom 
Inomas Paine stood most couspicuoos, and was 
foand guilty of tho charge ; but foreseeing the pro- 
bability of this event, he had provioosly a b sco n d ed 
to France. 

STATEMENT OF THE REVENUES OF, 

INDIA. 

I 

On the fifth of Jane, Dundaa brought forward hta 
atat«>meDt of the rereooe and finances of ludia ; and 
by an intricate deduction of figores, ho attempted 



to ptere the awphii of the Benigal [revenoe iSoe the 
preeeding year to be no leaa than eleven bandied 
fhow aa n d pomde. The floarlahlne atoto of the re. 
vOhne waa. howeiyr, remarked by Fkonoia to be 
not pieei a eiy the aame thing with the iloaxiahfaig 
atoto of die oonntry, whioh ought be 111 able to boor 
'dght of theae impee i t i on e . The aoiaorea for, 
Bwnt of the land revonne were, he eaid« 
iimini^ notoiiona: end he hud in hia) 
hand, at that moment, two Bengal adrertiseinenla, 
die one annoanclng foe sale of seventeen rillagoa, 
the other of forty-two. The root of the debate con- 
alrtad chiefly in deanltory eonversatien eonceming 
the Indian war. Aa diat aafejeet, however, soon a£ 
(orwaids aaanoied a new aspect by the fartnnate 
termlnatfoa efeetod by lord Comwailis, adetoil of the 
principal evento of the war. from ito conanencement 
to the peace oondnded in Mardi ITW, has therefore 
a strong claim on attontion. 

WAR WITH TIFPOO SAI3. 

Tri aetnal ceonaenoement of hoatflitiea may be 
datod from the engagement between the troopa of 
the raiah of IVavanoore, atotioned at Cranganore 
for tho delbnce of that fortresa, with thoae of TIppoa 
Saltan, on the first of May 1700. Thia event, ^Uch 
waa expoeted by ear government, and probably 
oonoarted with tbeni, waa the aignal for a moat vf- 
gorooa preperation for war on the part of the Bri- 
dab. llie grand Camado army aasemUed immo- 
diatoly In the aoathem provmooa. The reneral 
plan of die eamiaign waa to reduce die Coimbettore 
ooontry, and all the adtJaoont t w ri to ry wUch lay be- 
low the Gents, or narrow passes between the moon- 
tains, and to advance by the Gqielhetty Paaa to the 
aisge of Seringapatam, die metropolia of Mysore. 
Wmle anch were to be die operationa of the grand 
army nnder general Meadowa, the Bombay army, 
under general AbercromUe, waa to undertake tho 
reduction of the ooontry lying to the weat of the 
Gauts, and alterwarda to co-operato with die main 
army, aa drcnmataneea might direct. In the mean 
time, the aafety of the Camatic was aeoured by a 
force under cdionel Kelly, and atyled, from ita po- 
aition, the centre army, being atotioned in the line 
between Madraas and the paaaoa leading to Myaore. 
The Poonah Mahrattae and the Niaam, were re- 
apeedvely topenetrato the enemy'a territory in die 
qnarter botd<aing open theirs ; and Seringapatam 
was estahlisbod as die common centre, where the 
whole force was to rapear in a coUoctive body. 

The vednction of uannanore was general Aber- 
cromUe's first oi^oct ; and diet baring been effect- 
ed, he entered the kingdom of Mysore— -which, 
notwithstanding the pretended oppression of the 
government exhibited every whore marks of the 
higheat onltrvation and prosperity. The aultan de- 
fending himaelf with groat reaolnnon. and no mean 
display of military skill, general Meadows found 
himseu nnder the necossi^ of retreattop to the vi- 
cinity of Madrass ; where, in the month of Docem- 
ber 1700, lord Comwallis assumed tho command of 
the army in person. 

The plan or die war was now considerably chang- 
ed, and a grand effort resolved on, to force a pass- 
age to Seringapatam through the country lying di- 
rectly westward of Madrass. On the twenty-second 
of February, the army had marched beyond the 
Pass of Maglee withont interroption ; and on the 
twenty-fonrdi, hnd ComwalUa proceeded to Banga- 
lore. After three daya march, aome partioa of the 
enemy'a horse were diaoovered, which inereaaed 
aa the army advanced ; and before the British 
reached widiin eighteen miles of Bangalore, they 
burnt an the adtfacent villages, and destroyed tho 
forage. When advanced within ton miles, the sol. 
tan's army appeared in excellent order, and having 
taken possession of the heists, cannonaded the 
British rear, while Us cavalry made an unsuccess- 
ful attempt on the baggage. The British general 
en ea mp ed before Bangalore on die fifth of March. 
On the samo day colonel Floyd, bong despatched 
widi part of the cavalry to reconnoitre, was tempt- 
ed to attack Tippoo's rear, which at first appeared 
to give way, but being quickly reinforced, tho ene- 
my soon rallied, and compeHed the colonel to re- 
L On the following day the Petta^ or town, 
stormed and taken, widi the loos of one hundred 
On the twelfth, diree battorios were opened 
on die fort, but they were too distant to effect a 
breach : on the sixtoonth, therefore, a new bettory 
of nine guna was opened at five hundred and fifty 
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yari* frm Cb0 wwks. On fhe twenty-flnt tfM flvt 
wu stonBed and taken, with llttla lo« to tha Bri- 
tbh, but with a draadfol caniago of tha nnrasfating 
garriioa : not laM than one thoyan d wero maiftar 
czad with tha bayonet, and three hnndied, mostly 
wounded, were taken pTitoneie. 

On the thirteenth oiMav, tiie army, by extraor- 
dinary exertians, arrired m Tiew of the aoiierb ea- 
pital of MyMyrOf deCended by the solUn in perwin : 
•nch were the rapU morementi of lord CoinwaUif, 
fluU Ttopoo liad only reached the fdace firar days 
before hU lordahfo came in sight. On the next day 
an acdon took place, in which Tlppoo was said to 
be defeated ; though he does not appear to have 
sustained aa^ very considerable loss. The swelling 
of the riTor Carery, wliioh surrounds Seringapatam, 
together with the wantof proTldons, compelled lord 
ComwalUs to begin his retreat to Bangalore, almost 
before his Tictory could be announced. General 
AbercromUo. who had adranced through the Gants 
on the opposite side, with a riew to form a junction 
with lord Comwallis, was now also obliged to lead 
hack his army, fatigued, harassed, and disappointed, 
OTor the mountains thoY had so lately, and with 
anch ^Acuity passed. Iloring these transactions, 
tbo troop* of ue Niaam and the Mahractas kept 
distinctly aloof, leaidng the burden of the war al> 
most entirely to the British. While the army laj 
encamped near Seiingapatani, a present of flmit 
was sent from Tippoo to lord Comwallis, and some 
orertares for a separate peace : die present was 
howoTer returned, with an assurance to the sultan, 
that no peace could be accepted that did not include 
the aUios. Notwithstanding this disappointment, 
so solicitous was Tippoo for peace, that lord Corn' 



wallis had scarcely reached Bangalore, when a 
Takoel arrircd with full powers to treat ; rat owing, 
it is said, to some informalitv in point of etiquette, 
rather than to any dislike of the olgect of his mis- 
sion, all negotiation was suspended. 

Though this campaign was not attended with tiie 
success expected, Ae next, for wUch lord Com- 
wallis made unremitting preparations, OMned un- 
der more foTonrable.ausptces. Early in February, 
17DS, the eastern and western anmes, resnminc 
their former plan of operations, effected a Junction 
under the walls of Senngapatam : the forces of the 
Peishwa and of the Niaam encamj^nc ako at a 
small distance, and ftimiahing to the^ntish army a 
pledcifnl supply of stores and prorisions. Hie sul- 
tan was strongW posted te receire them : Us front 
Une, or fortified camp, which was situated on the 
norUi side of the Carery, behind a strong bound 
hedge, was defended by heary cannon in the re* 
doubt^ and by his field train and army stationed to 
the best ad ? antage. In the front there appeared at 
least a hundred pieoes of cannon, and in the fort 
and ialand, which formed his second Une, there 
were three times that nonber. 

The British commander di4 not stdfor bis troops 
to eiOcy n long repose in this station ; for, on me 
sixth of February, general orders were issued, 
directing an attack upon the enemy's camp 
and lines tiiat evening at seren o'olock. The 
right dirlsion, consisting of three thousand three 
hundred infontry, was commanded by general 
Meadows ; the centre, consisting of diree thousand 
seren hundred, by lord Comwallis in person ; and 
the left, which only amounted to one thousand 
seren hundred, by lieutenant-colonel Maxwell. 
At ei^t o'olock the whole body was under arms ; 
tb9 erening was calm and serene i and the troops 
mored on by the light of the moon in awnd 
silence. Between die hours of ten and eleren 
at night, the centre column, within a mile of the 
bound hedge, met the enemy's grand guard, or 
body of carurr, who were coming with rockets, 
ftc. to disturb Uie British camp. Percelring them- 
selros now completely disoorered, the column 
advanced with uncomman rapidity, and entered 
the lines in less than a quarter of an hour alter 
the intelligence could hare reached the enemy. 
The right column met with greater obstrucdons ; 
for being led to a more distant point tlum was 
intended by lord Comwallia, it was considerahly 
later in reaching the hedge than the centre co- 
lumn. The batde, howerer, became general 
throughout the enemy's lines about eleren, and 
eondnued dU day-break, when die Bridsh had 
smniiletely disconcerted the sultan's position, and 



obtatawd ofher iteal adrantacea. Tha hattle 
oootinoed in different parts anring the whole ol 
the oerenth. The most desperate conflict took 
place at the sultan'k redoubt, wUch was defended 
by a smaU party of British under nugor Kelly, 
agalnat three rigorous attacks, seconded by a 
heary cannonading from the forts. The enemy 
baring quitted erery post on the nordi side off 
die rirer, dM camp was adranced on the an c ceed- 
ing days as near to the bound hedge as die guns of 
die fort would penoat, and a cham of eonnecdng 
posts along the northern and eastern sidfls of tha 
fort was formed, and dins die capital of Mysore 
was completely inreated on its two principal 
poitttB. 

TIPPOO SUES FOR PBACE-^SRANTED— 

TERMS. 



Thus pressed In erery quarter— his palace and 
beautiful gardens in possonwon of die enemy— hia 
whole power reduced wifhin the narrow Ixmita of 
a citadel, the defisnoe of whidi was eren donbt- 
ftil— the hitherto unsubdued spirit of the sultan 
seems to hare giren way with his tottering for- 
tunes, and peace, npon almost any tei 
become a desirable olgect. As a 
step towards an accommodation, lie 
lieutenants Chalmers and Nash, who had 
taken prisoners, and on their departure presented 
them with two shawls and fire hunted rupeea. 
Soon after ha despatched a rakeel to die camp ef 
lord Comwallis to sue for peace ; whidi the British 

feneral at last granted npon the severe tenas, 
. Of bis ceding one half of his donrininmw to the 
allied powers : 9. Of paying dixee crores and 
thirty lacks of rupees, as an Indemniilcation for the 
expenses of the war. g. The release of all prison- 
ers : and 4. The ddirery of two of Us sons aa 
hostages for the dae perfomance of die treaty. 

On the twenty-rixth of Febraanr the two prmoeos 
each mounted on an elephant, nchly caparisoned, 
proceeded Ihim the fort to lord Comwallis^ camp, 
where diey were receired by his lordship widi lua 
staff. ' The eldest, Abol Kank, was about ten, the 
yoangest, Mooaa-ud-Deen, about eight years of 
age. The prinoea were attired In white mnsttn 
robes, with red turbans richly adoroed with pearls. 
Educated from infoncy with the utmost care, the 
spectaton were astonished to behold in dwoe 
children all the re se t le, the politeness, and atten- 
tion of maturer years. The kindness with whida 
they were receired by the British commander, ap- 
peaved to ailbrd them the highest satisfoction. 
Some presents were exchanged on both sides, and 
the whole transaction exh&ited a scene at once 
peculiarly norel, pleasing, and iotercadng. On 
the nineteenth of March, ITBl, the definltire tieaQr» 
signed by the sultan, was deUrered by die young 
princes, with great solemnity. Into die hands of 
lord Comwallis; bat th^ smns spedfied in tlw 
second article notbeing actually paid, die princes 
remained for some time longer under die safe 
guard and custody of his lordsBp. 

Thus, fortunately for Britain, terminated a war, 
which, perhaps, had neither solid justice for its 
foundation, nor sound policy for its oUect. The 
benefits we may yet oommuaicate to the natirea 
of In^a, remain for time to discorer ; but certain 
it is, the past history of diat oountry but too flsDy 
prores, that in diose regions the British name has 
been too often dishonoured, and our footsteps too 
often marked widi Uood. If an inflax of weahh 
is the sole adrantage to be reaped from die extent 
and security of our eastern dominions, die riewa 
of die Statesman will be probably answered. If 
our power is made subserrient to the driHsation 
and Intdlectnal improrement of the nativei^ the 
Philosopher win exult in our conquests. If a 
renoration in the moral and reHsious condition of 
the people is produced, eren the Christian will 
rqjoioe in our rictories. Let us then hope that a 
system of Indian pditics, founded on Jnstioe and 
equity, wHl be adopted and pursued, tOl sdenee 
has sUammed the inhabitants of diose dettgbllU 
climates; tOI freedom has erected her standard 
on the ruins of despotism ; and till the affection of 
the people for the British name supersedes die 
use of arms, and the haroc, rain, and ralamitisis of 
war. 
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Dr. PHcfi SmmotkOMtke Lope o/omr OomUry, b^w the lUvolmHam SoeUtp^AddrtM of ComgraiuU- 
tfomjoi^ ymtioitai Assomblp qfFraHco/rom tke Soeietp^Burktfs eeiebraied PampMet weUroceived 
*? Jr '^J?*^/'S^*'***r*^ *» Thomas Paimo—^fects produced hw tkejmbUemHo» of the BIghte 
xi'*^^Pfi4P~?'*ft*> '** ^**^ AmbMsador^The JOmg of tke French soUcUt thefhSdlm 
Qfces ofkie Briimmic M^jestg to preserve the Peace of Europe— neelined bv the British Cabinet-' 
SSy^J^ fSr^' ^^^^--photUioH of the KiMg of the French^The BrUlsh Ambassador leaves 
''^^C*'^*"?'**'^ tf /V«m:* Priests arrive in Suglamd—yatiomal Convention of France constituted 
T^'"; ^^*h •^ Thomas Paine chosen Members— Address of English Socictv at ParU to the Na- 
tion^ ConvenHon^The Convention pass the famous Decree of Fratemixation--The English Govern- 
"^ •/*r' -t"***?"** ** Holland— BefUsed—Artyices used to it^/lame the Passions of the People 
against the French-Proclamations for calling out the Militia, and for assembling ParUament, 



DR. PRICE'S SERMON ON THE LOVE OF 
OUR COUNTRY. 

AS w«aro now approaching a calamltoui period, 
when SneUnd was destined to interfere in 
the afiatia of France ; and fcom an hononrable'teid 
^roaperovs neatraUty, to become the principal in a 
which has delnged the continent in blood; 



lUs la perliaps the most proper place to reriew 
tte causes wliich erentoally inrolTed this nation in 
the contest. 

In order to trace to their sonroe the titrablos and 
dissentions which conmlsed this conntry in the lat* 
ter mendu of 1703, it is necessa r y to revert to the 
•nniTenary meeting of the revolatioa society held 
In the metropolis on the fifth of NoTember, 1780. 
On that day, a sermon was preached before the 
member*, by Dr. Price, on ** the Ioto of onr conn- 
try.* In this disooarse, the primary principles of 
Mremment were stated in a mode which the sanc- 
von of a century had rendered familiar to EnpUsh- 
amn ; and die great doctrines of liberty ineidcated. 
** The improrement of the world depended,** as the 
preacher afflimed, " on the attention given by men 
to this tofric. Nor will mankind be orer as Tirtooos 
and happy as they are capable of bving, tfU the at- 
tention to it becomes oniTenal and efllcacious. If 
we fH^et it, we sludl be in danger of an idolatry 
•s grms and stvpid. as that of the anpient heathens, 
who, after labncating blocks of wof»d or stone, fdl 
down and wonhippod them." At the concluion 
of this disoonrae, in expatiating on the friendly as- 
pect of the present tmies to all exertions in the 
caose of liberty, ha broke ont into t^ following 
•loqnent exclamation. ** What an orentfol period 
ie this I I apt thankful that I hare lived to it f and 
I oonld almost say, 'LordI now lettest thon thy 
•errant depart in peace, far mine eyes have seen 
thy salvation.' I have UTod to see a diffosien of 
knowledge which has undermined superstition and 
«nror : I hare Uved to see the rigfati of men better 
nnderstood than ever, and nations panting for li- 
berty which seemed to have lost the idea of it. I 
hare Hved to see thirty millioos of peoide indlg- 
nantiy and resolutely spuming at slavery, and de- 
manding libar^ with an irresistible voice; their 
king led in triumph, and an arbitrary monarch 
•uvrenderiag himsdf to his subjects. . After sharing 
In the bencAtsof one revoluthm, I have been spared 
to be a witnem to two other rerolntloDs, both glo- 
rious ; and new metWnks I see tlie ardour for li- 
berty catching and spreading, and a general amend- 
ment beglnnug in human aindrs— the dominion of 
kings changed for the dominlDn of lairs, and thedo* 
minkm of jprieets, living way to ttie don^ion of 
ff anion and conscience. Be encouraged, 1^7® 
iklenda of Ireedomi and writon in iu defence 1 Tfie 



times are auspidons. Tour laboun have not been 
in rain. Behold kingdoms admonished 1^ you, 
starting from ^^ep, breaking their fetters, and 
claiming jvsdca from their oppressors 1 BcAiold the 
light you have struck out, after setting America 
free, reflected to Fhmce, and tliere kindled into a 
Uase. that lays despotism in ashes, and warms and 
illuminates Europe 1"* 

ADDRESS OF CONGRATULATION TO THE 
NATIONAL ASSEMBLY. 

Imfbbsskd with these sentiments, the society 
whose nnmben on this occasion for exceeded those 
of any former anniversary, unanimousiy resolved* 
on the motion of Dr. Price, to offer, in aformal ad- 
dress. *' their congratulations to the national as- 
sembly, on tiie event of the lato furious revolution 
in Fraoioe.'' This benig transmitted bv their chair- 
man. lord Stanhope, to the duke de la Rochefocault, 
and laid by that distinguished nobleman before the 
assembly, was receiTed with loud acclamations. 
** It belonged,'' said the duke de la Rochefocault, 
in his reply, ** to Dr. Price, the* apostle of liberty, 
to propose a motion tending to pay to liberty the 
foirest homage that of national pr^ndices. In 
that addroM is seen the dawn of a glorious day, in 
iHiich two adverse nations shall contract an inti- 
mate union, founded on the similarity of their opin- 
ions, and their oommon enthusiasm for libaty.** 
Also dm archbishop of Aix, president of the national 
assembly, transmitted to lord Stanhope, in a man- 
ner the most police and flattering, the Tote of the 
amembly, relrave to the address, stoting ** that the 
assembly was deeply affected with tUs extra- 
ordinary proof of esteem, and directing the preel- 
dmit to exprem to the revolution society, the lively 
semdbiUty with which the national assembly had 
received an addrew, breathing those sentiments of 
humanity and nnirersal benevolence, that ought to 
unite' together in all countries of me wortd tho 
true friends of liberty, and tiie happiness of man* 
kind." 

BURKE'S CELEBRATED PAMPHLET. 

Iji the month of Fefaraary following, Burke ut- 
tered his first forious iuTective against the French 
revolutkm in the house of commons, and, transport- 
ed with rage and rancour at the high degree of 
pros j a i r i ty it had now attained, published, a fow 
months aftor this memorable •PMCo. a book entitled 
** Reflections on the French Revolution," writton 
with groat force of eloquence and energy of decla> 
mation. The object of this elaborate treatise was 
two-fold :— 1. To expose to the public resentment 
and indignation, those persons who had in this 
country manifoafad th«ir approbatkA of the revoln* 
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tion in Frmaee : iBd. t. To place that rerolntlon it- 
self in an odious and exeenUa light, as an orent 
to be deplored, detested, and deprecated. With 
the nMMt atrodovs and unexampled malignitj, he 
ioTites and exhorts all christian princes (in the ap- 
pendUx to this worli) to make^ what he styles, " a 
common cause with a just pnnce; dethroned by re- 
bels and traitors." Hie deluded people of Fnnce, 
to be rescued from the erfls they had broofht upon 
themselres, must, ks he aflirmeo, be subdiiad : and 
he intimates that this war, or crusade, is to be con* 
ducted on principles different from any Ibrmer one. 
" The mode of civiUaed war," says he, " will not 
be practised ; they must look for no modified hos- 
tiU^ ; all which is not battle will be military oxecn- 
don." The members of the rerolntion sodetv, and 
ibe other eommemorators of the IVench reToIution, 
he inreighs against Sn terms of the most onqualiAed 
al»use ; and he charge* Dr- Price»in paxtiowar, with 
baring fulminated in his revolution sevmou, princi« 
pies hitle short of treason and rebelUon. " His doc- 
trines," says Burke, " affect our conatitntioa in its 
▼ilal parts. Nothing can be more untrue, than 
that the crown of this realm is held bv his aoH^jesty 
bT the choice of the people. WhiUt the legal con- 
ditions of the compact of soToreignty are performed, 
he holds his crown in contempt of their choice." 
According to this novel and extraordinary mode of 
reasoning, in conforming his conduct to the con- 
ditions of the national dboice, he reigns in actual 
contempt of their choice. 

From the date of the fiital publication of Burke» 
who seemed ambitions to signaUae himself by set- 
ting not merely a kingdom but the worlcl itself on 
fire, the nation was divided into two Tbilent and 
opcnlv hostile parties. The Tory factiun, whitih 
had hitherto scarcely dared to whisper their dislike, 
now under the Hmction of Burkets authority, be- 
oame bold and clamorous m their Tociferations. 
The principles advanced by Burke, ever grateful to 
die ear of princes, at once obliterated all his past 
ollhnces, and placed him in the foremost rank of 
Ikvourites and courtiers. It is true, diat the appro- 
bation of the minister and his intimate adherents, 
was at first cautiously bestowed on Burke's novel 
and daring doctrines : but as the crisis approached 
when the public mind was better prepared for the 
declaration uf their sentiments, they were more 
open and unequivocal in this encouragement of die 
and-gaUican ontor. 

ANSWERED BY THOMAS PAINE-EFFECTS 
PEODUGEB BY HIS RIGHTS OF MAN. 

This extraordinarv production gave rise to nnm- 
befless repUes, of which by fhr the most memora- 
Ue was that written by Thomas Paine, the author 
ef the ihmens pamphlet stvled Cammim Sttue, 
which by its cflbct on die mmds of the people of 
America, at a most important crisis, prepared the 
way for the declaration of independency. His pre- 
sent work. Sights of Man, was written widi no 
less power of intellect and force of language. Not 
content with pointing out and exposing the absur- 
dides, paradoxes, and misrepresentations of Burke 
-Hiot content with painting in striking colours' the 
abuses and corruptions of the existing government ; 
he with daring and vnhaDowed hand attacked the 
principles of the constitution itself--describing it as 
radiesJly vicious and tyrannical; and reprobating 
die introduction of aristocracy or monarcny, under 
whatever modifications, into any form of govern- 
ment, as a flagrant usurpation avd invasion of the 
unalienable rights of man. " When we survey," 
says this writer, '< the wretched condition of man 
under die monarchical and hereditary systems ef 
government, dragged from his home by one power, 
or driven by another, and impoverished by taxes 
more than oy enemies ; it becomes eridcnt that 
systems are bad, and that a general revolu- 
in the principle and construction of govern- 
is ne c e s s ar y." Paine shordy after produced 
nd part, combining principle and practice, in 
which die vices, defects, and imperfections §d the 
British government are examiaeu with a still more 
eritical severity, and the constitution attacked and 
ridiculed with redoubled virulence. 

These works unfortunately appearing at a time, 
when a large proportion of the commuxiity, and 
those too the most aealously attached to liber- 



great irritation and dieoonteot ; and dM books. noC 
withstanding their absurd and mischievous political 
positions, being written in a style and 
which " came home to men's busineis and 1 
innumerable converts were made to ttehr 
sTstem; and such were the pains taken to cTrcnlate 
them amongst the body of the people, that fifty 
thousand copies were in a short time s<ud. P<^ti- 
cal associations were also instituted in every part 
of the kingdom, professing to have in view die re- 
form «f the coniratntion, many oi which were, not 
without reason, suspected of^ carrying their viewa 
much fhrtiier. Sncn were die lammitahle oonse- 
onences resulting from the rashness and folly of 
Burke, whose boasted panacea operated upon tihe 
body politic as a most deodlypoison ; and served to 
prove ttat learning and eioqnenoe may eobsftit In 
the highest perfsctton, without being ^^^ -yn'ril 
with a single partide of wisdom. 

Ihottgh the immense dreulatlon of Pained books 
was a matter of public notoriety, yet, such was the 
Inattention of government; that for upwards of a 
year not a sinjBle process had been instnuted against 
publisher, prmter, or seller of these alarming and 
Bbcllons doctrines. At length however, when they 
had operated their tall mischief, and the fervour of 
the first jproselytUm had abated, the attorney gien- 
eral filed au iaformatiun against >Thomas Paine in 
the Easter term of I7IRI. 

OFFICIAL COMPLAINT BY THE FRENCH 
AMBASSADOR. 

Thb proclamation against die publication and 
sale of seditions writings, having intimated a belief, 
that " correspondencies had been entered Into with 
sundry persons in fSsretgn parti," obviously allud- 
ing to Franco ; ChauveUn, who had but a few weeks 
b«nnre arrived here in the capacity of Renoh am- 
bassador, presented immediately an oAcial declanu 
tion \o lord Grenville, in which he complained that 
certain expressions bk the proclaination appeared 
to give credit to the erronedus opinions propagated 
by die enemies of Fkance, both as to die hoattte in- 
tentions of Great Britun towards France, and die 
treacherous designs of France to promote sedition 
and confusion in the kingdom of Great Britain : it 
was expresuve of die most poctte and honoorahle 
dispositions of France towsirds this country, and 
produced an answer from lord GrenviUe, that 
breathed the strongest sentimenta of peace amd 
amity, with an nnequivoeal engagement from oar 
king, direcdy and positively to maintain the treaty 
of navigation and commerce existing between the 
two nations. As it was generally suspected in 
France, that the king of Great Britain had entei 
into the league of Pmilta, and wee in seo 
with the courts of Vienna and Berlin, the answer 
of lord Grenville, when read in thenalioniil aasen- 
bly, was received with boundless applause, as m 
seasonable pledge of peace, at a time when strong 
fears were entertained of the hoetike intentions of 
our court. 

FRANCE SOLICITS THE OFFICES OF BRI- 

TAIN IN PRESERVING PEACK- 

DECUNED. 



Fbancx bad on every occasion, since the 
mencement of her revolution op to this period, ex* 
pressed a constant and anxious soUdtude to pre- 
serve a good understanding with this coontry. No- 
thing can be more emphatically ezprearive of these 
sentunents, than the note which If. de ClHinvdKm 
pr e s en ted upon this sul^ject to lord Orenville, in 
which, for die preservation of the peace 6t . 
the king of the French urges Us Britannic 
aealously to employ his good offices with his ■■■■— , 
to prevent them from granting to the enemies of 
France, direcdy or indirocdy, any assistance. 

Tlio evasive answer of Idrd Grenville to this of- 
ficial note, suffidentiy bespoke dm aiyrehation 
with which the EngUsh government newed the 
measures of its allies against France. The answer 
states, ** That the same sentiments wUdi 
his Britannic majesty not to interfere with die 
temal affairs of nance, equally tended to indace 
him to respect the rights and independence of oilier 
sovereigns, and particularly those of hit aUea.'* 
The slightest observer will perceive an obvioos and 



QTf were, from causes thready specified, in a state of ] important difference Ifciwecn the ukUiKktaaeK with 
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Aw Internal aflkira of an independent atate, and 
llie intermediation of a third power to conciliate a 
quarrel, or preTent a nqpt u re between- contending 
aorereifina. The Ibrmer encroachea upon the right* 
and independence of otfier powers,— the latter ad- 
mits and Tc cognises both. If any donbt shovld remain 
of the trath of this obserration, it will bo complete- 
ly renoYed by the safcaeqnent oondoct of the Biitisfa 
eonrt. 

MANIFESTOS AGAINST FRANCE. 

Ths em p eror Leopold finished his short rUgn 
by a sndden death on the first of Mareh 170S. 
This event happened at a most critical moment. 
Strong suspicions were entertained of French jkA- 
son, irtiAeh wore soon remoTed by the pnblication 
of an authentic narratiTO of liis case. He was snc- 
eeeded by his son Francis I. wlio was proclaimed 
emperbr at Franltlbrt on the fifth of Jnly. The first 
aot of his reign was to declare his cordial accearioQ 
to the treaty of Pihtits ; and flrom hencefinrtti the 
ooorts of Vienna and Beriin joined fai pidrfie hostili- 
ties against Franco. The court of Viennn pnbUahed 
a decbmtidn or manifesto of the reasons which in- 
dueed her to take up arms against Franoe:— That 
it depended on tiiose who raign at present orer 
Fk-anee te aaake this concert cease immediately, by 
reepectiav the tranquillity and rights of other 
powers, end to guarantee the essential basis of the 
Frendi fjUfh^Tr******^ finm of 



iaftingements of riolenc^ and anardiy. 

TlMking'of Pmasia published a sunHar 
tkm. His manifesto, howerer, was more diffuse 
tlma that of Austria. These manifeatoa of the 
aWed powiys prodnoed a Tioleot fermentation at 
Pauls. The eovntry was publicly declared to be in 
danger, and the most Tifwrons measures were im* 
BMdiacely adopted to recndt the army and strengdi- 
aa the Arontiers. A royal proclamation was pub- 
lished, setting forth in a strong liglit the dangers 
to which France was ezpoaed. In consequence of 
this and ofber steps taken by the French gorem- 
ment, a profssion of tirtunteers of all ages im- 
mediately poured down upon the fnmtion widi 
the ardour of the most ftunuc enthusiasm. 

CJoUents was M this time the eeneral vendes- 
Toua ef the French emigrants. Here they had 
assembled to the nurjber of near twenty thoueand; 
and the king of Prussia, on his arriTal, was re- 
cetTod as the iUustrious chief, under whooe aos- 
pAoes diey expeoted the eompleto restoration ef 
the ancient oroer ef things, liie wrigning dnke of 
Brunswick had die command of the conmined ar- 
mies which were destined for the great enterptiae 
of iuTuding FVanoe. But before he began Us 
march from CoMenta, in order fliat the whole 
world anight fully know the Tiews and spirit of his 
giorieus mission, he published a mwnifesto in his 
own name. In which, to a general recapltulatien of 
tkm reasons assigned by the emperor and the king 
ef Prussia, for combining their forces against 
I, he sutijoins ; <* To these high interests. Is 
astother important ol^ect, and which bodi 
aorereigna ham moat cordially in view, which Is to 

Cit an end to that anardiy wbieh preraHs in the 
terior parts of Fkunce ; to put a stop to the at- 
tadks made on the ttirone and the altar, and re- 
atore te the Ung his legitimate power," fto. Then, 
•a commander In chief of the two armies, he dtaa- 
Tows any pretence to enrich themselres by cen- 

r>t ; and disclaims any intention to meddle with 
internal goremment of F^rance. But in case 
of their making any resistance when rammoned to 
•nrender, or when attaAed ; or of their not pre- 
vtSBtlBg conflagrations, murders, and pillage ; or of 
ttwir RUMiviag the Ung and royal femily from 
Paris ; or of their a tte m pti ng to ft>rce or insult die 
nalaee of the XhalDeriea ; or of their oflfenng die 
least violence or outrage to their majestiea or die 
royal fuanily : then does he fulminate his maledie- 
tiona upon the doTOtad land'; he denounces instant 
death to the lubals taken la arms; decapltadon 
and conftscadon to the members of the depart- 
its, distriets, and munlelpaUties ; military exe- 
to die membeflo of die national assembly, 
e, and all the InhaMlants of Paris ; and 
total destruction to their guilty city. Though this 
•h — aari ng menace seemed to threaten Tengesnce 
nwAdkyoompendions, yet die duke of Brunswick 
was otfil roBToaehed with some afticting qualms of 
fanlty ; and, in Wm tfaaa Airty eight houis, be sent 
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fiirth a second manifesto, toTonfirm and heighten 
the terror of the first, declaring, " that if, contrary 
to all expectation, by the ptirMy or baseness of 
some inhabitants of Parte, die king, the queen, or 
any other pevaon of the royal Ihmily should be 
carried off mmi that dty, all the places and towna 
wbatsoerer which shau not haTo opposed their 
passage, Imd shall not have stopped their proceed- 
ings, shall inenr tte same punishmenta as those in* 
iUeted on dM Inhabitants of Paris, and their route 
shall be matked with a series of esemplary punish- 
ments Jnady due to die andiora and abettors of 
crimes for which there is no remission.' 

Howerer carefully the different parties to the 
conrention of PUnlta concealed d^ir secret adpulor 
tions from the eyes of curiosity and of mteraet } 
yet, the faithful historian win not lose sight of the 
principles upon which they lurofeoscd to have enter- 
ed into the confederacy, and upon which tibey 
su c ceeded in engaging this country, aa well as 
moat other powers of Europe in the fktal iJlianee. 
AO pardea diaavowed the right, and disclaimed the 
intention of IntorfSiring with die internal gorem- 
ment of France ; and in die same breadi diey In- 
staled upon the abolldon of that change in dieir in- 
ternal ^vemment which the nation had called for, 
and which the king himself had accented and con- 
firmed by oath. 

Hie fatal folW of die combined powers, who m 
their proclamations had asserted, that the king waa 
not suicere In his acceptance of die oonstitudon, 
sufilced for the Jacobins, to bold him out to the 
nation as combining widi foreign powers to ro- 
doeo France by foroe of arms, either to a strangd 
yoke, or to a worse tban dieir andent slaTcry. 
WliatoTor party in France might hare still wished 
ft>r the re-establishment of the ancient onqualifled 
power of die crown, could not avow themselTse 
abettors of die cause of enemies, who were march- 
ing into the kingdom In open war. All those who 
had Bwom to smport the constitution, were by 
their oath eommitted to defend it, afainst those 
who were by force attempting to destroy it. Thus, 
by this HI Judged and fktal declaration, the real 
cause of royalty in France was frretrierably de- 
prired of the poasifaility of any open or eflteient 
support 

DBPOSmON OF THE FRENCH KINO— THE 
BRITISH AMBASSADOR LEAVES PARIS. 

Trs gmnd and fktal question of deposition or 
f o rfei tur e stood for the hmtb of August : but tho 
extreme agitation of die public mind would not 
pemit the subject to be fhirly di»cuased in the 
asse niM> . A detaibof the awful and terrific scenes 
ot the tendi is fbreign fh>m the design of English 
history, and therefore, it is only necessary to state, 
diat m consequence of the dread transactfona of 
that memorable day, and die Tirtual deposition of 
the French monarcn; lord Gower, the EagUsh am- 
bassador at Paris, receirod orders fh>m die court 
of London to quit the kingdom immediately, on the 
sHght and frirdous pretext, diat the fractions of 
royalty being suspended, his mlirioii was at an 
end. This recal was considered by the leading 
men in France as an ominous and certain indica> 
don of the enmity of the British court : nererdie- 
leas, as a demonstration of their moderation, and 
soUeitnae foot peace, Cbaurdin the PVench ambas- 
•ador wtflU remained In London, though firom this 
peviod.UBacknowledgod in any public or andiorised 
eapacsty. Hie recal of the migHsh ambassador at 
this crnleal moment, on the ground stated by thi^ 
BngHsh court, seemed to imply that appointments 
of dils nature are a mere matter of^ fonn and 
compliment between sorereigns ; bat if ambassadors 
are considered In a higher and Justar light, as the 
necessary means of intercourse between nation 
and nation, noTor could the recal of an ambassador 
take place at a period when Us presence and 
s ei rices were more Indispensable. - 

MULTITUDBS OF FRENCH PRIESTS ARBITB 
IN ENGLAND. 

Tbo execution of the decree for banishing all 
the noqfuring clergymen to Guiana, who should 
not hare qmtted the kingdom in fburteen days 

Itnm its passing, poured thousands of these unfor- 
tunate exilea from Normandy, Picardy, and Britan- 
ny upon our coaali of Kent and Sussex. Misery 
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mt an ffanei a mifieiMit pawporC to 
Eagtidtk ImmaBity ; and tUa amiaWe (diaraeteiiaCic 
of our ooantryaien waa on thia ooeaaSon moat enai- 
Bendy displayed. Whecerer thete aalforan ap- 
peared, tbey were welooaied, rettered, and oomfort- 
ed. The old riralry of the two nationa waa forgot- 
ten, and our difference from that Tery religioa for 
which they were^teriecnted, waa awaUowed np in 
a geneioaa feeiina for their mfortnnate and hap- 
lew condition. Merer waa an opportonity of exer- 
cising heroic charity more eagerly embnu 
henevoleDoe conferred with move glowing 
biUty. 

NATIONAL CONTENTION OF FRANCS CON- 

STrn)TBD-DR. PRIEOTLBY AND THOMAS 

PAINB DECLARED MEMBERS. 



embraced, nor 



On tho twenty-flrat of Septeniber, ITBSI, the 
tional convention waa formally declared to* be < 
■titnted, and the aecond national aaaembly was of 
coarse dissolved. "Thus ended," says Brissot, 
" after a year's existence, that stormy legislature 
under which, the poblie apirit made anch a rapid 
progreas, and the French nation marched with giant 
atrides towarda a repuUic" Rom this period com- 
menced what the French term the reign of liberty 
and equality ; bat what ttiair enemies, in deiisian, 
call that of analchy and tyranny. It haa been the 
boast of the French, to hare coUected from every 
region into the national convention, whatorer ta- 
lent and spirit coold bo found to enlighten the ii^ 
teUects, establish the freedom, ^d ensure tfie hap- 
iriness of mankind. From thia country, they se- 
lacted Dx, Priestley andllMmiaa Paine : the former 
dedined^ the IsAtar accepted the nomination. If 
Paine had been thought guilty of aeditioua or trea- 
aonable practicea agamat die atate ; and if govern- 
ment bad been desuous of checking the progressof 
those evils, of which tiiey so loudly oompl^ied in 
their late proclamation; they mi^t certainly widi 
ease have prevented the avowed fomenter of die 
mischief from qnitdng the kingdom. His election 
for tho department of Calaia, was so well known in 
England, that the custom-house officers had receiv- 
ed early information of his departure for France, 
and examined hia baggage, wita that of Frost, for 

KthiUted articles, immediately on their arrival at 
ver. Hiis ceremony was performed by the col- 
lectors in a manner totally imknown before fai this 
country. They examined all their panen, aealod 
and unsealed ; and upon dieir urging toe iilegaBty 
of custom-house omeera seizing private papem, 
which were not things under tbar cogninnce— 
diey replied, that they were anthoriaed to do it by 
the late proclamation. 

ADDRESS OF THE ENGLISH SOCIETT AT 
PARIS TO THE CONYENtlON. 

It the French were opposed by numerous and 

Ewerfol enemies, ^ey had the consolation to 
ow diat the friends of liberty in trrmj quarter of 
the world rcdoiced in the success of thenr revdu- 
don. Englishmen ^ particular, ever alive to 
the Ueasiags of freedom themselves, took a distin- 
nished and sympathetic part in die strag^ea of 
France. There had long exiated In Paris a society 
of British sul^ects, who, upon receiving the nowa of 
* die conquest of Brabant, celebrated the Joyfrd event 
in a general and magnificent feadval, and after- 
wards addroased die convention upon the aoldeot. 
Some odier addresses from our countrymen wave 
presented to the convention in congratulation of 
their succeasea. Ona from the ccnadtadonalaociety 
of London, waa presented by their deputies, Joel 
Bariow axid John Froat, who at the same time in- 
treated their acceptance of one thiMisand pair of 
ahoes, aa a patriotic offering to the brave soldiors 
of libertT. As die Us^ flown terms of applause and 
admiration contained in thia last address. wiU be 
repeatedly l e fa i i e d to in the sequel, the insertion 
of it in this place, will asalat the reader In ferming 
a Just opinion of a suhsequent and important tran- 
aaetion. ** 'Whilst foreign nhmderera ravage your 
territoriea," aay these Ebgliah addreasers, "an 
opp r e s s e d peart of mankind, forgetting; their own 
evils, are sensible only of yours, and adSlreas their 
forvent prayers to die God of the universe, that he 
pay be flmnnabla to your eaase, with wUck their's 
Is so faitfmately connected. De^mded by aa op- 
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oontinnal encroadunents of which quiddy derived 
this nation of ita liberty, and reduced It ahaoat to 
that al^ect atate of slavery from which you have ao 
doriously emancipated yourselTos, five thouaand 
fingUsh citiaens, nred with indignation, have tba 
oonraae to step forward to rescue their country 
from mat opprobrium, which has been thrown on » 
by the base conduct of those who are invested with 

Biwer. We see with concern that tho elector oi 
anover unites his troops to those of traitors and 
robbers : but the king of England will do well to re- 
member that England is not Hanover. Should he 
forget this, we will not forget it." The president 
of the convention, in answer to this addreas, used 
expressions full of respect and complaoencv. "Hia 
sentiments of Ave thousand Britona." aaid he, " da- 
voted op«ily to the cause of mankind, exiat widk- 
out douoL in the hearta of all the freemen in Eng- 
land." Copiea of the addfeas were ordered to be 
sent to all the armiea and departments of the re- 
public. 

DECREE OF FRATERNIZATION. 

Th a national convention waa now ao elated with 
tho amaiing process of their arms, and so 
dent of tho propriety and rectitude of every 
ore propoaed n»r their adoption, that they 
have thought deliberation a drndgory, aid 
tion supeiiloous. In this spirit a deciee was ] 
by aodamation in the akoembly, '~ 
teenth, 179S, in the following terma : — ** The 
tional convention declare. In tbenameof dm Frsnch 
nation, that they will grant fraternity and aasisC 
ance to all thoae people who wish to pioonro Uber. 
ty. And they charge the executive power to 
orders to the generals to give asavtanoe to 
people, and to defend citizens who have 
and are now suffering in the cause of liberty/ 
fomous decree, which dcservod to be rniiiiile«eJ fat 
no odier light than as a magnificent and empty 
Taunt, waa prodnctivo of very serious and import- 
ant consequences. Two other decrees of the aa- 
aembly also demand a specific notice : the one 
erecting the dutchy of Savoy into an eli^ty-fovrtli 
department of the French republic, contrary to a 
fundamental article of die constittttion, by i^lch 
she renounced all foreign cooqueet: die other, tm 
the capture of Antwerp, deeuratorr of the free- 
dom ofnavigation on the river Scheld. 

THE ENGUSH GOTERNMENT OFFERS AS« 
SISTANCE TO HOLLAND-REFUSED. 




It was now that the English govenuBent 
to discover thtdr alarm at the rapiditv and 

of the French oonqueats. Brabant, nanders, 

liege had been subdued, and aeemed perfectly die- 
posed to fratemiae with their oonquerora. It waa 
well known that In Holland a very coaaidenfato 
party of mal-oontents sought an opportunity of da- 
daring themselves openly against tho pnnoe of 
Orange. Lord Auckland, the English amhaasaduii, 
was therefore directed to aaanre thdr Ugh aalghtt 
nesars, " that as the theatre of war was toooght ao 
near to the confines of thdr republic, his Britaaaia 
majea^ was both ready and determined to 
with the utmost good fUth the treaty of ITW." 
states, in their answer to diis declarati— , prafoased 
the strongest belief, " that no hostOa int 
were concdved by any of the beHigerBat 
against diem." Tho native phlegm of 
lander begat, in the more peacefd and ateady, tm. 
aversion to busdeand activity : anda noted halaad 
of die court party indooed numbers to disBMsMa 
the expectation d what they most ardeady wished. 
Hence the froqnent and Just ofaaervatiosi, that wia 
had officially forced their high mighttneases even 
Into a war of ddence agalnat their obvions Inter 
est or inclination. 

r 
ARTIFICES OF MINISTERS TO INFLAME 
THE PEOPLE AGAINST THE FRBNCH. 

Thb period waa now arrived, when 
was determined to suppress bo longei 
bation of the prin cip le s d the grand 
Bat it was first leqdalte to dispose the natlaa ta n 
proper aoquleaeence In thdr measaiea IVe aMd- 
titode In all countries act mora from feaUng 
judgment. Whom they hate or fear they 
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whon tliey And the opportunity of aatiatiiur their 
▼ongeonco. A evpreme abhorrence of the French 
goTemment had been two yean ainee, by Bnrke, 
wickedly, but eitoeeMfuIly, ezdted in this coonlry. 
The eaosee of the deposition of the French nM>narcb, 
and the natare of the proTocations and i^jniies 
which preceded and produced that erent, not being 
sufficiently understood in England, contributed also 
to make an impression ?ery unfkronrable on the 
minds of the generality of the people ; and the hor- 
rid massacres of September completely alienated 
their mii^ds from the revolution, fdthough these 
shocking enormities could not in any rational sense 
be said to originate in the revolution, but merely 
and soldy in the opposition made to its establish- 
ment. Artfiil advantage was taken of this disposi- 
tion ; every wish, erery word, and every action, 
that was duagreeable to ministers, was construed 
into a dislike of the British constitution., and held 
to bo an afanoet unequivocal proof of republican 
and revolutionary sentiments. The press teemed 
t^ith inflammatory productions, and the pulpit rung 
with anattiemas andnst republicans and levetlerj. 
Bvery measure directed against the Fkvncfa, or 
their admirers, however opprossive and illegal, 
now became sanctioned in tho ol^ect of its diroc- 
tion. Hie nation was on a sudden strock with ter- 
ror at the idea of political ionoTation of any kind, 
and the very name of reform became the sutgect of 
Tiolmt and indiscriminate reprobation. Under 
the impression of Ais furious prefndlce, an associa- 
tion openly countenanced by gOTemment was form- 
ed in London for the protection of liberty and pro- 
perty against republicans and leveDers ; and an in- 
numerable multitude of pamphlets, in the popular 
form of letters, dialogaes, and narratives, admir- 
ably fitted to inflame the passions, were by this 
means circulated thro,nghont the kingdom, incul- 
cating an unreserved submlMion to government, on 
the old exploded principles of toryiam and high 
clinrchism. In one of the most notorious of these 
tracts. It was urged, in faronr of monarchy, " that 
the king is in scripture called the Lord's anointed, 
but who, say these profonnd jpoliticions, ever heard 
of an anointod repuolic V* The ra^e of associating 
spread rapidly through the kingdom.; and in every 
county, and almost every town, resolutions were 
subscribed strongly ozpreseive of loyalty and at- 
tachment to the king and constitution, and abhor- 
rence of an levelling and republican doctrines. 
The popniilce entering with rioience into these sen- 
tfhncnts, and their pasoions being, by the methods 
now put in practice, dangerously excited, the cry 
of church and king was vociferated with tremen- 
dous clamours from the Tunar to the Tweed ; from 
the cUa of Dover to the hUto of Cheviot. 

After the British cabinet had made such recent and 
repeated arowahi of the right of France to form, alter, 
•Bd model its internal go vemment without foreign in- 
tefrferencor-^rfter such nnequHooal declarations of 
contfuned neutrality, and the wannest professions 
of amity and good understanding — it was undoubt- 
edly a t»A. of DO imall ingenuity to give a plausible 
colour to their rash and sudden accession to the 
armed oombination of despots. Such a war was 
■ot to be undertaken upon open principle : it could 
■ot be supported by reason, but what was wanting 
la solid argument, was abundantly snplied by 
stratagem and srtillee. At this gloomy period, ap- 
peals were only made to the passions>~(he under- 
standing was never emsnlted. The pathetic case 
•f an unfortunate monarch, contrasted with the lis- 
focioas cruelties of a licentious and frantic popu- 
laoe, had successfully seised the feelings of a great 
poitfon of the British pnhHe : and where die mind 
hi pre-OGC npied by animated passion, the voice of oool 
and sexier reason sooads in vain. This disposition 
Is fat natare, and the nation was prepared mr It by 
the eloquence and example of Buriie. " We are so 
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says he, "as to be afTeefted at soch specta- 
cles with melancholy sentiments upon tiie unstsble 
condition of mortal prosperity, ana the tremendous 
uncertainty of human greatness : because in those 
natural feeUngs we leam great lessons ; because in 
events like these our passions instruct our reason ; 
when kin^ are hurled trcm their thrones by the 
siqpreme director of this great drama, and become 
the obnects of insult to the base, and pity to the 
good.** The prejudices of the people being thus 
excited, and " their reason sulgectea to the instruc- 
tiim of their passions," the nation was brought to 
concur in a destructiye war. 

THE MILITIA CALLED OUT, AND PARUA- 
MENT ASSEMBLED. 

As the war however could not be supported upon 
any political justice, as it held out no prospect of 
interest, nor could be undertaken without at least 
the appearance of violating our solenm engage* 
ments ; it became necessary to devise some domes- 
tic urgency to render the intended measures off 
Etvemment completely palatable to the nation, 
is . majesty was accordingly advised to issue an- 
other prodamationf December the first ITUS, an- 
nouncing the alarmmg intelligence," that notwith- 
standing the late proclamation of the twenty-first 
of May, the utmost Indnstry was sifli employed by 
evil-disposed persons wMun this kingdom, acttag 
In concert with persons In fnreign parts, with a 
▼lew to subvert the laws and established constiti^ 
tion of this realm ; and to destroy all order and got- 
emment therein ; and that a spirit of tnmnlt and 
disorder thereby excited had lately shown Itself In 
acts of riot and msurrection.— Andtfiat, dicsecausea 
moving him thereto, his majesty had resoWed fordi- 
with to embody part of the militia of the kingdom." 
On the same day, another proclamation was is- 
sued for convening the parliament (which stood 
prorogued to the third of January) on thh thirteenth 
of December ; the law requiring, that if the militia 
be drawn out during the recess of pariiament, and 
this it can only be in case of inrasion or actiul in- 
surreotiun, parliament shaB be assembled in the 
space of fourteen, days." If credit be given to the 
lanauage of these proclamations, the political state 
of the kingdom, which depended upon the wisdom, 
vigilance, and energy of government, was at thJs 
time in the convulsed agonies of a mortal disease. 
Without any external hostiBties either to make or 
resut— without the conviction or even accusation 
of one indiridnal, for attempting to excite sedition 
or insurrection — without the example of one pain, 
penalty or jranishment having becm inflicted upon 
a person guilty of tnri>ulence or rebellion — his m^ 
jesty's ministers thought themselves warranted to 
take these bold and daring measures. Bounties 
were now offered to landsmen and seamen ; naval 
armaments were put into preparation in all the 
dockyards : the army was dnwn into a focus near 
the metropolis : and the tower was put into a pos- 
ture of defence. The public alarm caused by these 
proceedings wiw Inexpressible. Those who wem 
convinced of the existence of a plot, bought it so 
much the more terrible, firom its being invisible and 
Incomprehensible. At this period of infatuation 
and terror, the nation was couTulsed from the ex- 
tremities to the centre. Every man looked on hU 
neifhboar 'with an eye of sullen suspicion. Jea- 
lousy sat on every countenance, and banished Arum 
the cheerful and domestie dvdes of life, all the 
pleasures of social and friendly Intercourse. In a 
word, the timid were agitated with fearful appro- 
henshms^the Ucentlons and disorderly exnHed In 
the prospec t of appreaddng commotions — ^bot the 
r efle c ting few saw ttiraugh die artifice^ and sighed 
In solitude over the misfortones of dieir comktry. 
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CHAPTEft XXIV. 



Mecilne of Parnament—Fax to OgpotUUm to the AMrtu—Bwrke for U—OpposUUm rtdtrced 6f Hcmt- 
tkm^MotUms for a^huHng J^ffhmees toUh Framct to Negotiaiim, and for sending a Minister to 
Paris— Tht Frtnek l»UMS*admr*s Memariml on the relative Situation of Yranee and Bngiand—An- 
tmertd bg Lord Gremfille— Memorial of the Executive Council of France— Lard GrenvUl^s Repty— 
Frtnek Ambassador ordered to leave the JOngdom— Message from Us Majestg to the Commons on 
French AJairs—Pitt*s Speech on moving the Address— Opposed by Lord Wgcombe^~bg WhUbreod— 
and bg Fox— The French declare War agaUut England und Holland. 



MESriNO OF PARLIAMENT. 

ON Um BMOting of ntaS^mmt, wlddki took 
plMo OB tbo thraonth ol Dwombor, 170S,tl» 
woLprmnaao of tbo ftrtt prociamatkm. woro repeat* 
•dm his ai^eetY^ upeeck ; toward! the oondoaion 
pi iHiich the nu viewa of the ooart becaaM aoA- 
rianti J mawlfoit It wai intimated in the epee^ 
" that hie mdeaty had judged it necoMary to em- 
body a part of dw iniUtia.andto caD the panianient 
together within the tioBe limited far tiuit parpoM.* 
It etated, ae the ground! ol theoe itrong moaeuiei, 
" Him leditioue practieee which had been diacovered. 
andliie apurUoi tomoltaJBddieorderehown inaote of 
riot and minrreotioa, wnicli required the interpoei- 
tion of a military force in support of the ciTilma- 
giitrate. The fandnatry/* it aaierted " employed to 
«x.eite diooontent on varioue pretext!, and in differ- 
ent part! of Urn kingdom, appe««ed to proce ed fhan 
a deeign to attempt the deetmetion of our happy 
con!titu1iDa, and the lobTeraion of all order and 
gorecnment : and that this design had oHdendy 
been pursued in connection and conoetC with per- 
sons m foreign countries. I hare," said his nuyes- 
ty, ** carehuly obeerred a strict neutrality in the 
present war on the continent, and liave uniformly 
abstained ftom any intederence wiOi respect to the 
internal goTomment of France ; but it ik impossJ- 
Ue for me to see without the most serious uneasi- 
ness die strong and increasing indications which 
hare appeared fhere, of an intention to excite dis- 
tncbaooes hi other countries, to disregard the rif^ts 
of neutral nations, and pursue riews of conquest 
and aggrandisement^ as well as to adopt towards 
ny alUes, the states-genaraL measures which are 
neither conformable to €bm law of nations, nor to 
the positive stipulations of existing treaties. Under 
these circumstances his m^esty thought it right to 
hare recourse to those means ol prerention and in- 
ternal defence with which he was entrusted by law, 
and to make soma augmentation of his nanu and 
Bkflitai7 force." 

FVX IN OFF08ITIOK 1^ THB ADDRBS8. 

Om moving the address, in answer to the speech, 
a memorable debase arose. Never did the strength 
and superiority of Fox^e genius appoar perhaps 
so conspicuous o» in this moment of national infat- 
uation. He bogan by observing. *' that his miues- 
ty^ speech contains a varioty of assertion! of the 
most extraordinary nature. It was the duty of 
that house to inquire into the truth of ttiese asser- 
tions, and in discharging this part of Us duty, he 
should consider the speech from the throne as the 
opeedi of the minister, which his majesty's confl- 
oential serrants had advised him to dettver ; and as 
tbey were responsible for diat adrice, to them erery 
•bserration of his should be addressed. I state it 
therefore," said Fox, " to be my Urm opinion 
and belief, that there Is not one foct asserted faa Us 
BuOokty's speech wUeh Is not false not one asser- 
tien or insinnation which is not unfounded. Nay, 
I canaot ba so nnoandid as to believe, that minb- 



ter! thenwelves think them true. The leading and 
prominent feature of the speech is a wanton and 
base calumny on the people of Great Britain ; an 
insinuation at wo black a nature that it demands 
the most rigorous inquiry, and tho most severe 

eonishment. Hie next assertion i!, that there ex- 
t! at this moment an insurrection in this Ungdoap^ 
Aa insurrectionl — where is it? where has it reared 
its head T Good God I an insurrection in Great BA- 
taint Hie speech goes on in the same strain of 
falsehood aiM calumny, and says, ' the industry 
employed to excite discontent on rarious pretexts^ 
and in dUTeront parts of the kingdom, has appeared 
to prooeed finom a dMfin to attenqpt the destruction 
of our happy constitutioh, and the subTorsinn of aQ 
order and gOTemment.' I desire gentiemen to con- 
sider these words, and 1 demand of their honour 
and truth if they believe this assertion to be found- 
ed in fact. There have been, as I understand, and 
as erery one must have heard, some sfight riots in 
different parts. I haTO heard of a tamult at 
Shields ; of another at Leith : of some riot at Tar^ 
mouth, and of something of the same nature kt 
Perth and Dundee. I ask s«nUemen if they be- 
lieve that in each of these places the avowed ob- 
ject of the complaints of the people was not the 
real one-— that the aailors at Shidds, Yanaoutfa, 8ia 
did not really want some lacroase of their waKCo, 
bat were actuated by a design of orordirowuig 
the oonstitation t Is there a man in En^jand who 
boEeres this insinuation to be true V* Fox nex^ 
adrer^ig to an expression of Wallace, who. in se- 
conding tne motion of address, adduced aa a proof 
that there existed in this country a dangerous 
spirit^ ' the drooping and dejected aspect of many 
persons, when die tidings of Dumoarier's sorrend^ 
arrired in England,' said—" Admitting the foct hi 
it! utmost extent, could anj man who loves the con- 
stitution of England, who foels its principle! in hi! 
heart, wtth success to the duke of Brunswick, after 
reading a manifesto which violated every doctrine 
that Englishmen hold sacred; which trampled un- 
der foot every principle of iustice, humamty, and 
true gorenunentt It is rather extraordinary, that 
ttiey should think it right to abuse republics, at the 
very moment we are called upon to protect the re- 
puUio of Holland ; to sprjend the doctrine that 
bugs only have divine nghL may indiup|pse your 
allies to receive your proposed succour. They may 
net choose to receive into their country joor a^ 
mirals and generals, who being appointed by this 
king, in diviao right, must parteke of tibe same an- 
ger, and be sworn enemies to all forms of goTera- 



not so sanotiAad. — Surely, independent of 

the falsehood and the danger at home or such dec- 
btineB. It is the height of impolicy at this time to 
hold tnem in regard even to our neiglibottrs. His 
m^esty, in the next passage of ^iie speech." con- 
tinued Pox, " brings us to dia apprehension of 
a war. I snail reftnin at this tima mm saying all 
that ooouT! to moon tfiis suliject, because I wish to 
keep predselv to the immediate subject: bnt noTar 
snrely had thu country so aiudi reason to wish for 
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,, sATw wm m f«rM m» htHh fftv««raM« to a 
wMi Fr«Mci» or wMi any ponror. I an not 
raady to subscribe exactly to tfco propriety of a 
re sol ution nerer to fo to war unless wo are attack- 
ed; but I wish lliat a motioo waa popopeaed by 
penam te «jap iess our dbappiobntisa •( 
upon any war. If we can by aay bonouraUe meaiia 
ave&iit. lie* no nun be «et«rf«d by tbe die«A of 
bennK in a nuneiity. A uifaMnrity aa«^ thia eaan- 
try fnaa'a war against Bimiii And awely it ja our 
duty, aa it ia true poiiey, to esert eaevy means to 
arert that greateot of national calamities. In 1780 
we 
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aU vamt l unwrnbe r that Spain proroked this 
xUry by an inaalt, wbieb ia a seal aggrnssian ; 
wese all agreed on tbe neeessilQrof the case, but 



did we go headlonf to warl No» we detecmined 
with boeoniiny ibvtitnde on am armed ncgntiation. 
We did negotiate, and we aroided a war. But now 
we disdain to negetiata. Whyl Because we hare no 
awn later at Paris. Why Imre we no wMiiister there t 
Becanse nanee ia a repuhlicl And so we aio to 
pay in the blood and treasure of the people for a 
puaotilef If there are disoonfeents in ttic kingdom, 
sir, thia is the way to inWame them. It is of no 
c o n sequence to any people what is the form of gov- 
ernment with which they may hare to treat. It is 
wiHi the goreiMMrSk whatever may be the form, that 
in oeaMnaw sense and policy they can have to do, and 
if they should change their form and chwige their 

fi»ve^lo«ay their ceuiae would remain tlae same, 
aving no le g itim a te oonoem with tlte internal 
state of an^ independent people, the read of com- 
BMn aense is simple and diraci. That of pride and 
punctUio ia aa tant^ed as it is serpentine. U tbe 
»veteJU the opening of the Schdd? I cannot be- 
lieve tiiat snch an obiect can be the r^l cause. I 
doubt, even if a war on this proteaU would bo ua^ 
^rtakan with the approfaatioa of the Dutch. What 
waa the condiiet of uie French themselves under 
their depraved old system, when the good of the 
peoDle never entered into the contemplation of the 
eaUnett The emperor threatened to open the 
Scheld in ITgd. I>id the French go to war with 
ym instantly to prevent itt No, they osened a 
ne^tiathm, and prevented it by intencrfug with 
Iheir good oOkes. Why have net we so interfered f 
Because, fomooth, mince ia an nnanolnted re- 
public! Oh I miserable, hifatoated FireDchment 
Dhf lame and inconsiderate peliiicianal Why, 
tostead of lareaking the holy vial of Rheims, why 
did yon net pour some of the sacred oil e» the heads 
of your eaeeotive council, that the pride of states 
might not be forced to plunge thenselvea and you 
into the bervors of war, rather than be contaminated 
bv your aoqaaintanee 1 The people will not be 
eheated. They will leek round and deBmnd where 
this danger ia to be^seen. Ia it in England t they 
see it mveiADwing te e&preasiona of loy^y, and yet 
thev libel it with imnutatioas ef Insunectioa. In 
Jremnd yon knew there is tenger, and dare not 
earn it; though yen knew that there a most re- 
spectable and formidable conventioB (I call ic for. 
le, because I knew nothing m fonnid^lo as 
, tralhy and Juatke) wiU obUge yen by the 
egont raaaoBato give way to demand* which 
ttie magnanimity of the nation ought to have anti- 
eipated--4n justice to suhjocta aa attached to their 
aa ahundaatly endowed with evwy manly 



virtue, aa any part of the nnited kingdom. And 



any part < 
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while the claims of generous and ill-treated mil. 
liona are ttiua pretraoted, there is a miserable 
mo^ery held out of alarma in England which have 
no existence, but which are niadiir the pretext of 
■mumbling the parliament in an extrac«dinary 
way, in order in leahty to engage you in a foreign 
contoftt. 'What must he the fotal conaeqnence 
when a well-judging people shaB decide, what I 
aincerely believe, that the whole of this business is 
a ministerial mancenvref A noble lord says he 
win move for a smroension of ttie habeas corpus 
act. I hope not. i have a high respect for the 
noble lord ; hot no motive of personal respect shall 
makeme inattentive to my duty. Come frofo whom 
It may, I shall, wiA my moat determined poweca, 
oppoae so dieadfol a meaaare* Wha^ it may be 
aired, would I propose to do m hours of agitation 
Uke me present t I wiU answer openly, u there 
fo a tendency in the dissentera to discimtent, be- 
canse tbmj conceive themselves uiyustly suspected 
and omeDy calunmiated, what should 1 do f 1 woidd 
Instantly repeal the test and corporation acts, and 
take from tium tharoby all cause of comphunt* If 



there wore any necfoiia tinctured with a rapuhUcan 
spirit, because, tney thought that theTeoreaentatSve 
government was more peifoct in a republic, I would 
endeavour to amend the representation of the com- 
mons, and to prove that the house of commons, 
though nut chosen by all. should have no other in- 
terest than to prove itself the representative of aU. 
If there were men dissatisfied in Scotland, or Ire- 
land, or elsewhere, on account of disabilities and 
exetnjptions, of unjust pr^udicea, and of cruel re- 
strictions, I w^uld repeal the penal statutes, which 
are a disgrace to our law book. If there were 
other complaiats of grievances, . I would redress 




thought he felt, a grievance, he might como freely 
to thebar of this house and bring his proofii. And 
it should he made manifeat to aB tho world, that 
where they did exist they should be redressed; 
where they did not„ that it should be made manifest. , 
If I were to issue a prodamatioQ, thin should be 
mv proclamation — ' If any man has a grievaucc, 
let bun bring it to th»bar of the commons* house of 

Eaxiiammit, with the firm persuasion of having it 
(mestly investigated.' Tnese are the sub^dies 
that I would grant to government. What instead 
of this ia donei Suppress the complainf— check the 
circulation of knowledge— comxniind that no mau 
shaB read — or, that as no man under one hundred 
pounds a year can kill a i^artridge, that no man 
under twenty pounds or &urty pounds shall dare 
to read or think 1 I love the constit^tioD," said 
Fox, " as ftis established : it has grown up withme 
as a prejudice and as a habit, as well aa from con- 
viction. I know that it b calculated for the happi- 
ness of man, and that ita constituent branches of 
king, lords, and commons could not be altered or 
impaired, without entaOing^ on thia country the 
most dreadful miseries. It ut the best adapted to 
England, becanse, as the noUe earl truly said, thu 
people of England thiuk it tho best ; and the safest 
course b to consult the judgment and gratify thu 
predilactiona of a country, rleartily convinced as I 
am, however, that to secure die peace, stn-ugtb, 
and happiness of the country, we must maiataiu 
the cunstitntion against aO InnovatioiK yet 1 do uot 
think so highly and superstitiously of any human 
inatitntioo as to bellevo it is incapable of being 
perverted; on the contrary, 1 believe that it re- 
quires an increasing vigihuice on the part of the 
people to prevent the decay and dilapidation:! to 
which every ediiice is subject. I think too that we 
may be laid asleep to our real danger by these 
perpetual alarms to loyalty^ which, ia my opinion, 
are daily sapping tho constrtntian. Under the pre- 
text of guaraing It from Ae assaults of republioma 
and levellers, we run the haaard of leaving it ojpen 
on the other and more feel>le side. We are led in* 
sensibly to the opposite danger, that of increasing 
the power of ttie crown, and of degrading tbe influ- 
ence of the house of commons. Xet us only look 
back to the whole course of the present administra- 
tion, and we shaU see that from their outset to the 
S resent day, it has been their invariable olgect to 
ograde the hoiu^ of commons in Bie eyes of the 
people, and to diminish its power and inMience in 
every poosible way. It was not merely in the out- 
set of dieir career, when*they stood up against the 
declared voice of the house of commons, that this 
spirit waa maaifoated, but uniformly, progressively 
through their whole ministry, the same disposition 
has been shown, until at last it came to its full un- 
disguised demonstration on the <|uestu>n of the 
Bua il nw war, when the house of commons was do- 
graded to me lowest state of insiipificance and 
contempt, in being made to retract its own words, 
and to aduMwledge that it was of no consequence 
or avaU what were ita sentiments on any mie mea 
sore. Tbe minister has regularly acted upon this 
sort of principle, to the vilification of tbe popular 
branch of the constitution. What is this but to 
make it ampoar that the house of commons is in re- 
ality what Thomas Paine, and writers Uke 1dm, say 
it is, namely, that it is not the true representative 
and organ of the people. Is it not wonderful, that 
aU tho true constitutional watchfulness of England 
should be dead to the only true danger that the 
day exhibits, and that they should be roused only 
by tbe idiotic clamour of republican ptarenxy and 
of popular insurrection which do not exist f Sir," 
concluded Fox, " I have done my duty, I have 
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witti t&e certainty of opporing myMilt to tfio faror 
oC th« day, deUrered my opinion at morelBngdi than 
I intended, end perhaps I nare Intmded too long on 
tile indalgence of the honee. I hare endeaTonred 
to penuade yoa against the indecent haste of com- 
mitting yoanelres to these assertions of an eadsting 
insurrectiou, until you shall make a risorons inqm- 
ry where it is to be foond — to aroid iuTolnng the 
people in the cahimity of a war, without at least 
ascertaining the internal state of tbe kingdom, and 
prerent us from fUling into the disgrace of being, 
as heretofore, obliged perhaps in a week to retract 
every syllable that we are now called upon to sav.** 
To carry this into eflbct, he condoded with moriog 
an amendment, simply pledgteg tiie house, " that 
inquiry should be made into the facts stated in his 
ttAlMty's speech." 

BURKB IN FAVOUR OF IT. 

BcEKK baid, *' fliat this was indeed a day of trial 
of the constitution. He agreed with an honoorable 
gentleman in regarding the present as a most 
momentous crisis, but for dillerent reasons from 
tiiose which he had assigned. He was sensible 
bow closely liberty and monarchy were connected 
in tbJm country, mat they were nerer to be found 
asunder ; thtft tiier had ibnrished togetiier a thou- 
sand years ; and Irom this union resulted the glorr 
and proeperitT of the nation. What he dreaded, 
riiouid nench principles be introduced into this 
oountrr, was the destruction of 0ie whole order of 
ctrU lin. He would affirm, that there was a fac- 
tion in tills country, who wished to submit it to 
France, in order that our goremment' might be 
rcfbrmed upon the French system. He would 
likewise affirm, that the French cherished Tiews 
upon this country ; tiiat tiioy encouraged this fac- 
tion, and were disposed to aid them in their tIows 
of orertuming our constitution. As a proof of tUs, 
he should tranalate from their own gazette the fol- 
lowing account of their proceedings. 

** The president.—' Yon decreed, yesterday, that 
two deputies of Englishmen should be admitted to 
the bar. I am going to order it to be opened for 
them.'— The first deputation being admitted, the 
spokesman addressed the couTciition.'^ The presi. 
dent answered the deputation'RS republicans. — He 
said, * royalty in Europe was in the agonies of 
death ; that the declaration of right, now placed by 
the side of thrones, was a fire which in the end 
wonid consume them ; an^ he even hoped that the 
time was not far distant when France, England, 
Scotland, and Ireland— all Europe I aH mankind ! 
would form but one peaceful family.'— These pro- 
ceedings," he said, " bad taken place on the same 
day in which there had been ' a discussion in the 
couTention respecting t^ union of SaToy to 
France. On tiiat occarion the president had ob- 
■erred, that ' nature pointed out this union ; that 
France and Sstot wore already connected by phy- 
sical and moral ties.' This genue people, in adding 
the country of their ndghboars to their own domin- 
ions, only f(d]ow the mild laws of nature ; when- 
erer they hare a ndnd to make an acquisition of 
territoTT, they discover their daim to it to be 
established by physical and moral ties : no doubt 
they will soon flndf put this physical and moral con- 
nection subsisting between them and this country, 
though wo unfortunately hare been separated from 
them by a violent couTulsion. If Enalishmen," he 
remarked, " had applied to Louis XVI. to reform 
our goTemment, and had been fayourably reeeired 
by bun, would not this hare been considered as an 
aggreision by this country t It was indeed a por- 
tent and prodigy that Englishmen should not be 
able to find liberty at home, and should be obliged 
to seek it elsewhere. What rendered the foctious 
of this country particularly dangerous, was their 
connecticm widi the band of French robbers and 
assassins. The IVench had declared war against 
aD kings, and of consequence against this country, 
if it had a king.— The question now was not whether 
we should make an address to the throne, but 
whether we should hare a throne at all ? He conclud- 
ed with recommending the unanimity so desirable 
upon this occasion, and with representing the 
danger which might arise from the progress of the 
French arms, if not speedily resisted ; their power 
had already become formidable to the whole of 
Europe, and if we would not hare Eiurope gone 
from «s, It was necessary that we should interpose 
by tl>€ most eflTectual means to stop their further 



Alter a debate ef nany boon, 
divided, for the amendaent fifty, agai 
hundred and ninety I 

OPPOSITION REDUCED BY DESERTION. 

In the house of leiile the address was cania 
without a division, but not without a po we rfa l ev^ 
position from tlie duke of Notfinlk, and the lesja 
Lmsdotme, Bawdon, and Stanhope. In eonee- 



qoence of the late alanne created hy the dreadlal 
apprahcosion of plots and inaurreellone, the oppo- 
sition or whig'parhr liad, as it now apoaarad, sa<> 
fered a great and sodaa^oly defe^Mm. At the 
bead ef we seeeders in the upper hoase, ware tb» 
pviaee of Wales, ibe daice of FortlaBd, feeds Flia- 
William, Spencer, 'Mansfield* and Loaghborengh, 
the last of whom, on the resignatian of lord TlNir> 
low, at this period was adranced to tiie ebonoeUor- 
sliip. And in the lower honseu Buike, Wiadham, 
Sir Gilbert Elliot, Aastruther, &c. who aoqoised by 
tiiis means tiie popular appellation of AlannistB. 

MOTIONS FOR NEGOTIATION WITH 

FRANCE— AND FOR SENDING A 

MINISTER TO PARIS. 



On the teinging up the report, on thm 
ing day in tiie house of commons, the debate 
resumed witii iVesh vebemenoe. Fox n 
It censured the ministers for not having interposed 
me mediation of Greet Britain, ni order to nrceerra 
the peace of Europe. Had we protestea agains 
tiie project eoncdrted at Pilnits, and armed to pre- 
rent the execution of it, Enc^nd must have ac- 
quired such an ascendency in the councils of Fraaoe 
as wbuld have completely ub?iated all Oe subset 
qnent causes of dissatisfaction. ** If," said Fox, 
" there exists a discontented or diauJSketmd party 
in the kingdom, what ean so modi add to theu 
numbers, or their influence, as a war, wUeb, by 
increasing tiie public burdens till they become in- 
tolerable, will give prcmortionable weight to tbeir 
complaints f He wiehed therefore that war sheoid 
be avoided, if possible that negotiatkia sboidd 
precede hostility. He was fullv aware of the ar- 
rogant notions of ministers, who nethaps would 
not condescend to receive a minister from the 
French republic. If tUs were the case, let minis- 
ters fSedrly avow it— tiiat tiie people of England 
might know how fkr the essential mtereeti ef the 
nation were sacrified to a punetiUo. OentleBMii 
should recollect tiiat it was once fashionable to talk 
ot * a vagrant congress,' of * one Hancodc,' and 
' one Adams,' and ' their crew.' But surely tlie 
foUy of this language had l>een snfflcientiy proved." 
Ho then moved an amendaeent, " lieseeohing ids 
majesty to employ every means of honourable 
negotiation, for the purpose of preventing a war 
with France." The motion was rapesed by-Burka 
in a frantic speech, in which he aflmned, ** that ta 
send an ambassador to France weald be the pre^ 
lude to the murder of our sovereign.'* Pitt was at 
this time not a member of the house, having vacat- 
ed his seat bv the aeoeptanoe of tiie lucrative aioe» 
core of tiie Cinque ports, void by the'deatii of the 
earl of Guildford, onoe so fomous under the titie of 
lord North. In tiie absenoe of the minister. Secre- 
tary Dundas entered into a long and elaborate vin- 
dication of the measures of adi^ietration ; and he 
concluded with a confident prediction, that *' if 
were forced into a war, it must prove 
and glorious." The amendment was 
without a divisi<m. 

Not discouraged at tlie ill snocess of tbeee at- 
tempts. Fox, on the fifteenth of December, moved, 
at the cloae of a spee<di which only served to de- 
monstrate how incompetent are tiie utmoet aflbrts 
of human wisdom to work conviction on mteda 
distempered by prdndice and passion, " tiiat a 
minifter be sent to Paris to treat with ti i oee per- 
sons who exercise provisionally the executive 
government of France." '* This," he eaid, ** im- 
plied neither approbation nor disapprobation of the 
conduct of tiie existing French government. It 
was the policy and practice of every nation to treat 
with the existing goveniment of every other nation 
with which it had relative interests, without in- 
quiring how that government was constitttted, ev 
by what means it acquired possession of p«mar. 
Was the existing government of Moroceo more re- 
spectable than that of France t Yet we had aaore 
than once eent cmbasaica thitiier, to men reeking 
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Ihm tli« blood throQeti wtatch they had waded to 
iMr dUroiM*. We b«d minlatera at tbeCperiDan 
— lu rf at the tbne of the Inftnnoua partidoa of Po- 
land. We had a tniniater at VenalUea when Cor- 
raa bought and eBalaved. — But in none of 
tnatancea was any aanetlon giren directly 
indirectly by Great Britain to these nefhrions 
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In answer to the abamd and pnerile objection, 
that if we apreed to a negotiation, we abould not 
witti whom to negotiate, Whitbroad asked, 
mlBaation, ** if we knew with whom 
going to war f If there waa no diflenlty 
te deeiding open Oat point, how conld we pretend 
ta be at a loaa to know with whom we were to 
aaake |waoe T DoobtieaB with tiiat aaaembly, truly 
d— ctlbtd by Us mi^jeaty as exerdsing the powers 
t^ ■ovemment in ranee." 

Windham had laid it down as an axiom ofpoUey, 
«* Oat t» be Jnstiiled in negotiating with nranee, 
ll slmdd be a matter of necessity, not of choice." 
" Happy, dignified opportnnity to treat I*' exdaim- 
•d Sbeiidan, ** when nereasity—a neeessity arising 
from defeat and disoomfttare, from ahame and dis- 
grase shaB compel as to negotiate on terms which 
wonld leaTo ns completely at their mercy I How 
oonsoiatory^ to be able to boast that we are at the 
■aase time justified and nndone I Bat we are told," 
continned Sheridan, ** that to treat wida France 
wenld giyeeirenoe to tiie allied powers, with whom 
we are erentaaily to co-openlte. Are we then 
piepoied to make a common canse on the prlaci> 

eas aaad for tlm pnrpoaes for which thoae despots 
ve aaaoeiated T Are the freemen of En^and ready 
ta aolisoibe to the manifesto of the doke of Bians- 
wickl — that detestable outrage on the rights and 
fiaeUngs of humanity I— that impotent and wretched 
tissve of pride, foXkj, and cmelty, which had steeled 
the heart and maddened the brain of all France I 
The question is not merely whether we shall go to 
war or nott but on what principle should it be con- 
dpctad, and to what end directed f To restore the 
andent despotism of Franeet Impossible I Dis* 
patee and causes of complaint existing, how were 
they to be tenninated bat by sbme sort of negotia- 
tftont But we were told that the dignity of the na- 
tion fortmde a public and arowed communication 
with the present niUng powers in France. Waa 
tihe dignity of the nation better oonsnlted by the 
mean subterAige of an indirect and underhand in- 
tweonrset Was it sacrificed by a magnanimous 
frankness, and sustained only by dark and insidious 
disguise t Far from recalling the ambassador of 
England from Paris at the late perilous crisis, a 
itatesman'like administration would haTO regarded 
the poet of minister at Paris as the situation which 
demanded the first and ablset talcnta of the coun- 
try. It wae a situation which aflbrded scope and 
interest for the noblest mind that erer warmed a 
bnman bosom. The French had been nniformly 
Murtial, and eren prejudiced in fisTOur of the Eng- 
lish. What manly sense and generous feeling, and 
abore oil, what mir tmth and plain dealing might 
hKW effected, it was dilBcult to calculate. But die 
policy which discarded these, and whicb substituted 
la their stead a holhiw neutrality, was an error, fa- 
tal in its consequences, and for erer to be lamented.'' 
The motion was in the end negutiYed without a di- 
vision. 

TIm desertion of the friends of opposition^ far 
frem dispiriting the faithful few that remained, 
■eemed to animate them to still higher and more 
ardent exertions of patriotic zeal. The popular 
edinm incarred at this time by the leaders of oppo- 
aitioa, particularly by Fox, in conseqnence of their 
geaennia endeaTOurs to rescue their conntry from 
the gulph of ruin into which it was with snd& 
blind and n^h precipitancy aboat to plunge, will 
appear to posterity scarcely credible. Keither 
professing a contempt for the public judgment, nor 
on the other hand yielding for a moment to the tide 
of popular opinion. Fox published at this period a 
T«ry animated and dignified address to his consti- 
taents, the electors of Westminster ; stating, with 
admirable force and perspicuity of argument, his 
reasons for his late parliamentary conduct. The 
condusion of dus celeLrated address is peculiarly 
irtniing. " Let us not," says he, *' attempt to de- 
Mire onrselves. Whaterer possibility, or ercn 
Pishabilttey there mky be of a counter^reTolution 
^om internal agitation and diaeoTtl, the means of 
prodndnf such an orent by extomal force con bo 



no other than the oonqneot iiiTrtaiee,'-ThtcoHquest 
of France! O calumniated crusaders, how rational 
and moderate were yonr objects I O much injured 
Louis XIV. upon what slight gnmnds hare you 
been accused of resdeas and immoderate ambition I 
O tame and feeble Gerraates, with what a timid 
pencil and faint colours hare you painted the por- 
trait of a disordered imaginatfonr^And yet this 
irrational and romantio conquest has been since 
OuOctod. 

THE FRENCH AMBASSADOR'S MEMORIAL 

ON THE SITUATIONS OF ENGLAND 

AND FRANCE. 

Altbooob the determination of the Bridsh 
oonrt was from the flnt snflkiently manifest,' the 
goremment of France left no means onasaayed to 
accompUahan aooommodation. On the aeveBtaen^ 
of December, a memorial was presented by Chan> 
Telin to lord GrenriUe, in which he infonas Ua 
lordi4dp that the exseatire council of the French 
republic, thinking it a doty which they owe to the 
French nation, not to lea? e it in the state dT su^ 
pense into which it has been thrown by the late 
measures of the British government, hare autfacri* 
ed him to demand with openness whether F^noe 
ought to consider England as a neutral or hostile 
power ; at the same time being soBcitous, that not 
die smallest doubt should exist respecting the de- 
position of France towards England, and of its de- 
sire to remain in peace. In allusion to the decree 
of the nineteenth of November, Chauvehn says, 
" that the Rrench nation absolutely rigect that 
false interpretation, by which it might be supposed 
that the rrench republic should forour insurrao> 
tions, or excite disturbance in any neutral or 
friendly country whatever. In particular, they 
declare in the most solemn manner, that France 
win not attack Holland so long as that power ad- 
heres to the principles of her neutrality." As to 
the navigation of the Scheld, Chsurelin affirms it 
to be a question of too little itnportenoe to be made 
the sole cause of a war ; and tnal is could only be 
used as a pretext for a premeditated aggrcsaion. 
" On this ibtal supposition," he says, " the French 
nation will accept war : but such a war would be 
the war not of the British nation, but of the British 
ministry against the French republic ; find of this 
he coDjures them well to consider the terrible re. 
sponsibility." 

ANSWERED BY LORD GRENYILLE. 

To this communication lord Grenville returned 
a most arrogant and provoking answer. His lord- 
ship acknowledged the receipt of a note from 
Chauvelin, ttj/llng hbnself vunUter pler.'potentiary 
of France. He reminds him that the king, since 
the unhappy events of the tenth of August, had 
suspended ul ui&cial communication with Franco f 
and informs him tliat he onnnot be treated with, in 
the quaUtv and under the form stated in his note. 
NeverdielcBs, " under a form neither regular nor of- 
ficial," his lordship condescends to n^y, but in a 
mode which could only tend to inflame die differ- 
ences subsisting between the two nations, and 
whicb, for from accepting the concessions and ex- 
planations made by France, sought only to discover 
new pretences of cavil and quarreL In a tone of 
the mo:)t decided and lofty superiority, his lordship 
says, " If France is really desirous of maintaining 
friendship and peace with England, she must show 
herself disposed to renounce her views of aggression 
and aggrandiiement, and to confine herself within 
her own territory, without insulting other govern- 
ments, without disturl>ing their tnmquillity, with- 
out violating their rights." The relinquishment of 
her recent conquests being thus haughtily demand- 
ed of France as a preliminary of peace, it might 
be well supposed that negotiation was at an end. 
But the goremmcnt of France, in the midst of their 
triumphs, discovered a degree of temper and mo- 
deration in their intercowne with England as sur- 
prising as it was laudable. 

MEMORIAL OF THE EXECUTIYE COUNCIL 
OF FRANCE. 
1703. — Im answer to the letter of lord Grenville, 
a memorial was transmittsd from le Brun, minister 
of foreign aflfhirs, in die name of the executir* 
council, dated J&nuary die fourth 1703, framed in 
terms of singular wltdom and Unlity, and fomfaig 
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a •triklas contrast to Hie pride, petslanca, and fol- 
ly ditplayad in tlia comiainiicatiiia of tha Slnfli«li 
ninictar. Thay begin witfi aa^aating «< tha aanv- 
ancea of tkeb Mncere daiixe to aaaintain peace and 
barmony betireen naaoa aad SnalaBd. It ia with 
gTMt relncfanoe/' lay tliey, " tbai tlie rapabUe 
w4Ud Me itself forced to a niptaxe mvch mare 
contrary to iti i'yHnatinr than Its interast." In 
reference to lord GrenviUo'a rafosal to acknowledge 
ChanTelih in his dijdomatio capacity, die ooandl 
remark, " tiiat in the nefotiations now carrying on 
at Madrid, Ae principal ministar of hii caAeiie 
m^estv did not hesifnia ta addreee M. Buqaign, 
the ambassador uf the repnblic at diat cowt, by 
the title of minister ptenipotsntiary of France. 
Bat tiiat a defectin point orfimn Toijut not impede 
a negatiatloa, on the en ec ese of whiob depended 
the taonqaillity of two great nations, they had sent 
ceadentlal letters to Cbavrelin, to enable him to 
tvsal aocorAing to the aererity of diplomatie fSonas. 
Tha cemcil repeat, that the deetee of the nine^ 
tsentti af November had been misunderstood, and 
that it was ftr from being ihtended to fhroor sedi- 
lloa, befaig mevsW applicable to the ringle cmo 
where ttie general will of a nation, dearly and on- 
ef aivacaiiy expr e ssed, ehoaMcaU Ibr the assistance 
SBd fraternity of the French nation. Sedition can 
navte fodst in tha ffxpresshm of the general will. 
The Datch were certainly not seditions when they 
fsmned the generous resolution of throwing off the 
Spanish yoke ; nor was it aeoonnted as a crime to 
Henrjr IV. or to qneen EUxabetfa, that they Kstened 
ta their soUdtatioBS of assistattee. As to the right 
of na?igatlon on the Schdd, the coancO afflrm, 
that it is a qnestion of alMolnte indiffcrenceto Eng- 
land, little mterestingeTcn to Holland, Irat of great 
importance to the Belgians, who were not parties 
ta the treaty of Westphalia, by which they were 
direstpd of that right ; but when that nation shall 
lind ItMlf in full possession of its liberty, and from 
any motiye whatoTer shall consent to deprive them- 
selves of the navigation of the Scheld, France will 
not oppose it with respect to the chdrge of ag- 
grandisement, Fkance, tboy say, has renounced 
and still renounces aH conquest ; and its occupying 
tile Netheriands will continue no longer than the 
war. — If these explanations appear insufldent, af- 
ter having done everv thing in our power to main- 
tain peace, we wUI prepare for war. We shall 
combat with regret the English, wbnm we esteem, 
but we shall combat thsin withi»nt fear.? 

LOIU) ORBYTTILLB'S REPLY. 

Tif B reply of hnd Granville to this memorial was 
couched in terms stiU more extraordinary nud irrl- 
tntiog than the ilrst. His lordship dedares, ** that 
he frids notliing satisfhctory fai the result of it. In- 
deed ef reparation and retraction, his lordship 
oemplains, that nothing more is olTered than an illn- 
sory negotiation,''— as If England had a right to ex- 
peot that France would give up every point in dis- 
pute previous to any negotiataon ; or as if tho oiTer 
of evacuating the Netherlands at the termination 
of the war, aad of leaving the Belgians to setdo the 
question relative to tho Schdd, together with the 
positire disavowal of tho oiTenslve meaning ascrib- 
ed to the decree of November the nineteenth, did 
not ibrm a proper and suAdent basis of negotiation. 
In fhet, by tbese great concessions, every rational 
Mgeet of ncgotiallon was accomplished ; neverthe- 
lem, lord GrenviDe goes on to say, <* that these ex- 
planatiens are not considered sundent, and that all 
the motives wUdi gave rise to the preparations 
etm c ontinue. If however, under this extra qfieiai 
norm you hare any Ikrther explanations to offer." 
says his lordship, " I shaD willingly attend to them." 
1b a separate note his lordship informs Chauvolin 
that his majesty is not disposed to receive his new 
letters of credence from the French republic. Ghau- 
vHIn Aen requested a personal interview with his 
lordship, which was also reftned. 

FREKOH AMBASSADOR ORDERED TO ' 
LEAVE THE KINGDOM. 

At lengtti this extraordinary business was brought 
to a onshk by a letter from lord Granville, dated 
*.*y"^ "^ twsBtv-feordi, 1703, in whidi bis lerd- 
■fv "9*> " I am diargod to notify to you, Sir, that 
tiie charactnr with which yen had been invested at 
this covt, and the fnactioos ef which have been so 
loBt suspandcd, being now entirely tcnuinated hy 



the fatal death* of his 
have BO longer any public eharaetar here; and 'has 
m^iosty has tlioughc At to order that you mKat^ 
retire from this kingdota within the term of eight 
days." At this very time, Mare^ a cenfidentifki 
agent of Le Bmn, was on us way to England with 
fresh despatches from tlie exeentif e council, and 
as thera is good roason to believe fresh rnnreasions 
of the higheBt iamartanoe. But on hia arrival in 
London, being inmrmed bf the compulsive dimj^ 
sion of ChanveHa, he did not think hiamelf a» 
tho ri aed to open his camasission. He there foea 
BMrely aunanaoed hie anival to lord GrenviUe^ bm 
no advanoea wepe made to him en the part of lb* 
English. 

Ae de^h of the Frmidi monarch waa indeeS a 
disastrous and mounfrd event. It was well known 
tliat the execntive ooundl, and a great BMgonty ef 
the BatJeatal eenvanlioa, wera eagerly deeifona to 
avert this fatal catastrophe ; but the violence of Hm 
Jacobin frotien, aad tlie savage raga ef llie pep n 
laoe, rendered it unpossible, " We Bmy," mud Xe 
Bmn te a eooAdential friend* " sacrifice onrselrsaa 
without being aUa to save the life of ths king," Jt 
was not that the moderate party entertained nay 
doubt of the veracity of the leading chargea branglM 
against the king ; for, on this point, there was never 
any diilerpnoe of oninion in France ; but they difr> 
corned inunmerable drcunistaneee of paBniiiaii, 
which formed an irresiatible daim to oompasaion 
and merey. In England no one attenq^ted tn jainl 
fv the deed ; *' nor," says an animated writer ef 
tiiat tisM, ** is it the season fer extennathm now 
that the atream of pr^udico flows strong, and the 
phantasm of a murdered king stalks beMreonr af> 
frighted iamginalioa.' 



»»• 



KING'S MESSAGE TO THE COMMONS ON 
FRENCH Alt^AIRS. 

On Mondav the twenty-eii^tib of January, four 
days after Chauvolin had been ordered la leave 
the kingdom, the khig sent a message to the 
house, iBniortin|(, that, " his uMgesty had given di> 
rections for layiag befora the bouse of esoMBona, 
copies of several papers which have been received 
from CbauveliBp late minister plenipotentiary tnm 
the most christian king, by his mmeoty's secretary 
of state for foreign alniirsr >b< of the answera re. 
turned thereto ; and likewise a copy of an order 
made by his mi||eoty in council, and tmumaifeted hy 
his mi^iesty's command to tho said Chauvelin, in 
oenseonence of the acoounta of the attodous act, 
recently perpetrated at Paris. In the present sit. 
nation of afi&irs, his as^esty thinks it iiidJsptnsa* 
biy necessary to asake a f ortiwr anguaentaiian ef 
his forces by soa and land; and he relies on thB 
known affectioB and nralef the heuso of common 
to enable his nuOesty to take the moat eflbetual 
measures, in the preseat importent ceuloneture, 
for aaaintaining tim security and rights af his ow« 
dominions, for supporting his allios, and for oppea> 
ing views of aggraadinemaat and ambition on tiw 
part of France, which would be at all timea dan. 
geraas tothe general interests ef Europe, but ara 
peculiaiiv so when connected wifh the propagalion 
of princM>les which lead to the violation ef tka 
flMMrt saerad duties, and ara utteriy subveroiTe ef 
the peace and order of all dril society." 

FITTS SPEECH ON MOVING THE AD- 
DR£SS. 

Om the irat of February, his miuesty% 
was taken into oonsideralioB, when an l_ 
and faiteresting del»aCe arose, tiie raeult of 

Erednded every hope of amtoabie aceanmc 
ptwten &ighmd and France. It waa opened by 
Mr. Pitti, who began by aayh&g, « that aandst the 
manv important olgects arising frtmi the mesaage 
of his m^iesty, which now came te be eensiderad, 
thera was one which particular^ oalled for thefr 
attention. That attenliMi, hideed, conld not fail «a 
be separately directed to that calmnitsna event; 
that act of oufrage to every principle of religion^ 
jnalioe and humanity ; an act wUeh m this oenntiryv 
and the whde of Europe, had excited bat ene gen- 
eral sentiment of ladignatinn and ahlMrrenoe, wb4 
conld not foil to excite the same sentiments in 
every dviliaod nation. He should, indeed, better 
consult his own fceKngs and those ef the house 
could he draw a vcU over this nirlawrhqly event. 
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It -was is an ita drcumstanrea no f att cf gtief and 
horror, that it miut b« a wish, in which all united, 
ta tear It, if possible, from their memories, to ex- 

rige it tkovk the T^»sfi of history, and renurre it 
erer from the observation or coaunents of inan« 
kind. 

Euldrt Ule dies am, neu postern ocdant 
Secuia? nos certe taoeamui, et obruta multa 
Nocte Icgi nostrs patiamur crinlna genUs. 

8tMli,>» he oontteaed, " were the words applied by 
an nothor of their own, to an eoeoaiea (ue m asa a 
«■• of St. Bartfaolemew) which liad always been 
deeaaed the -atandinf reproach of the French nar 
tlon, and the horrori and cnteUes of wUeh had on- 
ly been eqaalled by tliese atrodoaa andsangninary 
procmiiliap which bad been ■iOiaejad in some late 
iaaiances. Bnt whatever mig^ be their fMUngB of 
iBiii|.aaH»n iind abliovtence with respect to timt 
dreadfal and tnhnman erentto whiohhehadaetottt 
wMi salMne 4i«ir attention thatoTOnt now was past ; 
iaipossiMe tliat flie present ago shooid not 
I co^aminatbd wUh the fnik and ignoaoiny 
of hairing ^imneaaed it, or that the breath of tradi- 
Iktm afaowd be prevented firom handing it down to 
poatarity. They conid only now enter their solemn 
pieteatatton agatoat ttiateven^ aacontraiir to every 
of Jvidoe and hnmanity, aa Tiomting the 
eacted antlMNrt^ of lawa, and the atrongoat 
Iplea of ualmal iselinf. Hence, however, 
aai^t )lefive a naoAd tbene of re de c ti nn a 
ef eainlairy warning t isr, in tfds dreadfol 
saw doneamtraited Ihe effect of 
poshed to thcjb ntaaoat enten^ 
which aet oat wUh disaolvinc all Ike bends ef Ma- 
latften by which aodety were held togetiier, which 
in onMMMon to every law, divine 
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Dnptneualy relyingon the an> 

UBvetheotf 



ive theonea, nmjeoled aU tile 
of Aewiadmnandenpericnneof fowner 
ngias* and own the sacred hM rtr n c tions of revela- 
iianr— WhUe thwrefore he divactod their attention 
to thia tranaaotion, he paid not only a ttUmta to hn- 
fy^bnthe anggestedte them a snhiootof mmA 
Bflaolhm : for, by considering the cona e 
of Ifaeae painclples, they imi^ be dnly 
ef their ansohleveas tandeney, and tanght 
tagmwdicainst their pvogreas. Indeed he wished 

the prsaent ocoasien be 
of reaaon and ledeotlon, 
of aendBMnt. Sentiment waa now miavaO- 
Infr; batveaeon and relleotlon adght be attended 
Utth the meek heneSoial eflhots; and while they 
the Imfrid eviJa whieh haddJbgraecd 
anottar coantvy, ndg^t pacaerve o«r 
lUhiting a aoene of similar calamity and 
mOt* No ennddaratiom Indeed oonld be man mm- 
~'^ a Boantrji hke tiiia, or of greater im- 
aaonded to avert soch tranan^ 
in tfmt nelghhoariag atato. 
fsimed an easentlalpart of' 
the ievwnmiant, clo^^ed with that faivMaUUty 
itial to the ezereiae of the 




the bensAti of thia aw 
•d flmn those n»iw ^*<A wliiiidi 



been pvoduood by daapotism, and which wete only 
to be exoaeded by thoae still more horrid evUs which 
ia the psioaenttiaae had been found to bo the frnlts 
ai Ucentioaanem and anarchy* Ihe altaaHon cf 
this ooontry, he mnat, indeed, 4Mmpave to tfie 
pewJe aane^ which was the aitoation in 
»eot beat fitted for healdi and ei^oyment ; 
wKere e^ieylng a BBUd, beneddal, ragwatod 
pnoe^ tim inhahitanta were eqaally proteeted firam 
the soorching heats of the torrid, and the rigotona 
froala of the frigid lonoa. Compared with tUs 
ooontry, where equal protection waa extended la 
aB, and there eziatadao high a sum of national foil- 
CK^, dreadftil indeed waa the eontraat affbrded In 
the present situation of France, where there pre- 
vailed a system of the ntmoot lloentlonaneaa and 
dlsosder, and anarchy throa^ a tihenaand omna 
<)perated to nrodaoe nnnnmbered miartiiefo Snch 
oomd aarely never find Its way into thia 



h»ppj ooontry, nnleaa hiduatiioady imported ; and 
Aa^gnard agaanat flie int i o d na U on of each a ayotem 
their first duty and their 



Ilia m^esty had declined taUng any matt in^e 



tomal government of Firanoe, and 

tire dMiaouion to that aflMti Whan he took Iftpt 



wise, generooa, and disinterested re8o1ation,he had 
reaaon to expect that the French wonld in retnife 
have respected ttie rights of lumsrtf and Us allea, 
and most of all, tiiat flwy would not have attempted 
any Intemd Interforence in tUa country. A paper 
on the tdUe contained on their part a poaitive con- 
tract to idntain from any of those acts by which 
they had provoked the indignation of diis country. 
In ais paper tliey disclaimed aO viewa of aggran- 
disement ; they gave aaauranoea of their good con- 
duct to noutnl nations; they proteeted agaiost 
their entertaining an idea of interfering in the gov- 
emment of ttie country or making any attempts to 
exdte ininiieutlon, inon the ezprem ground that 
sueh interference and such attempts would be a 
violation of the law of nations, xfaey had them- 
scAvea, by sntldpation, passed aentenoe upon their 
own conduct ; and tin oTont of thia evening'a dia- 
cuarion would decide, whetiier ^at sentence would 
be confirmed by those who had actually been In 
jured. Daring the whole summer, whfle Fhuiea 
had been engaged in tiie war with Auatria and 
Pruaala, hia mMosty had In no shape d epa r ted 
from the neutianty whldi he had engaged to ob- 
serve,nor did he. by the smaOeat aet, give any rea- 
aon to suspect ma adhereace to tiiatt system. But 
wliat, he would aak, was tfaeconduct of the French f 
Had they also foUhfiiBy oboerred their part of tiie 
agreement, and adhered to the assuraneea whldi. 
en the ground of his mij e sty' s neutrality, they had 
given, to nrfeet afl views of aggrandlaement, not to 
mterim with neutral natlona, and to respect tiie 
rightief Us miOMty nd his alHeaf What had been 
their eonduet womd very soon ap]>ear from the 
•tateamnt of focta. Iliey had innnediately showed 
how Uttiesfaioere they were in theirlrst asauranoes, 
by dis co v e r i ng Intentions to puraoe a ayatem of the 
aaost unHmlted aggraadiaement, if they were not 
appaeed and cheeked in their career, ine ikrrt in- 
atance of their auooem in Savoy had been sufficient 
to unfidd the plan of their ambition. They had im- 
m ed i ately adopted tiw oourae to annex it for ever 
dominlona, and had dtoplayed a reso- 



lution to do tiie sami , wli e ia vei they ahouM carry 
timir anna. Ilmt they might not leave any doubt 
of their fartentiona, by a formal decree tbey had 
atated their plan of ovei turning every government, 
and auballtating their own ; tbey threatened do- 
atmotion to all who ahould not be Inclined to adopt 
thair svatem of fre ed om, and, by a honfd mockery, 
offerea frntemisation, where, if it was refused. 



senafaied to employ foioe, and to pro- 

E9 their prineiplea, where ftey should fou to 
asent, by tiie mouths of cannon. They estab- 
, in the hMtractiona to tiie commiasionera 
whom they appointed to enforoe the deoroe with 
leepeet to tte conntriea entered by tiicir anuiea, a 
ataading revdntlonary order ; tiiey instituted a 
eyatem of organfaianir diserganiaatien. And what 
was the reaaon timy msigned for all this f ' The 
peolod of freedom,' said they, * must soon come : wo 
must ttien endeavour, by aU meana in nur power, 
to aceomplbh it now, for ahould tiiia fr e e d o m be ao. 
compUahed by otiier nationa, what thenvrill become 
efuaf Shan we then be safer It la a queatien in. 
uhich tiiey might wen put, « What wiD be. 
ofwr ftnr Justly aaMit they entertain doubts 
•f chefr aafirty. They had r e nd e p o d the Nelhep> 
lands a provlnee, In substance aa wan aa name, en- 
tfaPBly dependent upon Fkvnee. Ihat ayatem, pur- 
eued by the Jacobin aoeietiea, in eonoert with meir 
GOfToapondanti, had given a asera ftual blew to li- 
berty than any which it had ever auflbred from the 
boildest attsmnts ef the aaoet aapiitng monar^ 
What had been the d rc a mstan ees wlueh had at. 
tended the titum|dud entry of genend Dumourler t 
OeUMnataalhma of Joy inspired by tome, lll umi na- 
liana Impeitous ly deamnaed by an armed fince. 
And when the ptknaiy Moembly met to deliberate, 
hi what dnumetanoea did they aaaemUef Witii 
the tree of Iflwity planted amMst tiiem, and aur- 
rounded by a heUow aquare of npanch aol dJaw , a 
equaBy eo ndu s i ve to the ease of 
rta,anl the freedom ofthefr publio 
And what had happened even sinoe 
fed paafeaaed their intention of ovacu- 
ilonas which they had entered, at the 
eftiwwurt A depntation had been re^ 
Hakaault. ra q uaating tiiat it might be 
ighty4M«b de pai t a aent. Andhowhad 
tUa deputation been reerivedf Had the request 
~ f No, it had eidy bean poatponed 



the Wanch had 
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till a cmnmitleo slioiild be aUe to prepare instnie> 
lions, how those nations, who should bSo demroos of 
the sanue anion, shoold be able to inoorporate thenip 
selves with France in a Tegular and formal manner, 
tni the preliminitfie^ should be settled bv which it 
should subject to its government, and add to its ter- 
ritories, erery country which should be so unfortu- 
nate as to experience the force of its arms, and giro 
to its wild and destructiTe ambition, only the same 
limits with those of its power. It was matter of 
serious consideration, how far such a conduct not 
only ought to rouse the indignation, but might tend 
to affect the interests of this country. To show how 
the French had bebared with respect to neutral 
nations, he need o|ily refer to their decree of the 
nineteenth of Norember, which had already 
been so often mentioned and so amply discussed. 
He should road an extract from this decree. He 
tiien read that passage in which the French 
granted fraternity to all those people who should be 
desirous to gain their freedom, and offer them as- 
abtance for that purpose. And that none might be 
at a loss to know to whom the French nation were 
disposed to grant-this relationship of younger bro- 
thers, they had ordered the decree to bo pnnted in 
all languages, by which it might be perceived that 
they intended the favour to all nations who chose to 
accept of it. Somepretended explanations had indeed 
J>een given of this decree, but of all these explana- 
tions he should say notlUng but what had a&eady 
been stated by the noble secretary of state, that 
they contained only an avowal and a repetition of 
the offence. The whole of their language, instltn- 
tions, and conduct, had been directed to the total 
subversion of every goveiument. To monarchy 
particularly they had testified the most decided 
aversion, and so violent was their enmity, that 
they could be satisfied with nothing less tiian 
its entire extermination. The bloody sentence, 
which the hand of the assassin bad latdy carried 
into execution against their own monarch, was 
passed against the soveroi^(ns of all countries. 
Were not these principles mtended to be applied 
in their effects to this government t No society in 
this country, however small in number, however 
contemptible, iMiwever even questionable in exist- 
ence, had sent addresses to their assembly, in 
which they had expressed sentiments of sedition 
and treason, which had* not been received with a 
degreo even of theatrical extravagance, and cher- 
ished with all the enthusiasm of congenial feeUng. 
Need he then ask if Enpland was not aimed at in 
this conduct, and if it alone was to be exempted 
lirom the consequences of a system, the profession 
uf which was anarchy, and which seemed to aspire 
to establish universal dominion upon the ruin of 
every government f On the subject of the viida- 
tion of the rights of his mi^es t^ and his allies, he 
had already on a former occasion spoken at some 
length. He had stated, that the only claim which 
the French couM have to interfere in the naviga- 
tion of the Scheld, must either be in the as^ 
nimed character of sovereign of tbe Low Countries, 
or as taJung to themselves the office of tiie arbiters 
of Europe. There were the meet solemn engage- 
ments of treaties to protect the Dutch In their ex- 
clusive right of navigating ihe Scheld. An In- 
ftingement of treaties more notorious and more 
flagrant perhaps never had occurred, than that 
which now appeared in the inetanoe of their con- 
duct with reqpect to the Scheld. For this inftinfre- 
vent they haid advanced some pretences, allegmg 
khat the exdnsive privilege of navigating the 
Scheld was contrary to certain principles witt 
respect to the rights of rivers. CaprmaoM and 
wild ia their theory, and in entfare contradiction to 
whatever had becm sanctioned by eetabUsbed prac- 
tice, they likewise pretend, that the treaty, on 
which was fbonded ue exclusive ri|dit of navigat- 
ing the Schidd, was antiquated and obsolete, and 
had become no longer buiding, though they had 
themselves, upon receiving the aMuraaces of his 
mioesty's Intentions of nentrality, pledged theav 
selves to an obeervaaoe of all the subebtiag trea- 
ties. The pretences whioh they aUeged upon this 
occasion were indeed such as eqn^y went to 
.weaken Hho force of every treaty, to remove every 
obligation, and destroy aU oonftdenee between na> 
tiens. Frmn what had passed in a former part of 
the evening, he understood that it weald be urged, 
Uiat the Dutch had made no formal requisitien for 
the support of this country, in order to resist the 



opening of the Scheld by the French, and to end>le 
them to maintain their right to the exclusive nsu 
vigation of that river. He granti*d that no such 
formal reqaisition had been maUc. But might 
there not be prudential reasons fbr not making 
this requisition on their part, very different Arom 
those which should induce this country to withhold 
its support t When the FVench opened the Scheld* 
the Dutch entered their solemn protest against 
that invarion of their rights, which left them at 
liberty, at any time, to take it up as an act of hee- 
tility. If, from the sudden progress of the F^rench. 
arms, and the circumstances of their forces being 
at their very door, they either from prudenc e er 
fear did not think proper to take it up as an im- 
mediate commencement of hostilities ; because 
they bad been timid, would Rngland think itseiff 
entitled to leave its allies, alreadT involved la a 
situation of imminent danger, to that certain rtia 
to which they were exposed, in conseqaeaoe of a 
system, the principles of which threatened also 
destruction to England, to Europe, and to tiha 
whole of mankind f Thus, in all thew three aa- 
snrances which they had given of thdor intantioa 
to reject any system of aMTrandiaement, to •>*«*afa 
from interfering in the government of any aeatral 
country, and to respect tiie rights of his majesty 
and of hki allies, they had entirely failed, and in 
every respect completely reversed that line of 
conduct which they had so solemnly pledged them- 
selves to adopt. Whatever diey had offered aadrr 
the name of explanations contained aoUMfaig that 
either afforded any compensation for the past, er 
was at all satis&ctory with respect to the future. 
They had stated, that they would evacuate the 
Netherlands at the conclusion of the war^-upea a 
promise so illusory there could not be the iiuiBllest 
grounds of dependanoe. With respect to tfaede- 
cree of the nmeteentiift of Noveamer, Ibey had 
made no apologv for the manner ia which diey 
had received seditions addresses from this country. 
They stated indeed, that it was injurious to tiiiem to 
suppose that they would interfeta in any govera« 
meat without a previous express declaration of the 
national will: out they had left themselves to 
judge what was sufficient to constitute tlmt de> 
claration of tho national will, and thus allowed thk 
decree, which in fact was nethlnp else than an 
advertisoment for sedition in every country to re- 
main in full foroe ; and Mhat in their opimen wm 
to constitute a dedaraHon of the national will we 
could only judge of firom the manner in which they 
had received seditions addresses flrom a minority in 
this country, so small, Aat Aoee who were die 
posed to put the conduct of the Frenoh in the 
most fhvoarable point of view, held them oat as too 
contemptible for notice : tiiese addresses tiiey re- 
ceived as expressive of the santimeBtsof tbe people 
of Great Britain, the great majority of whom he was^ 
however, happy to say, detested Hmr priaeiplee^ 
principles wmch, if onoe adopted, would involve in 
them the ruin of our happf oonstitntion, and the 
destructioa of our country, and faitrodace anarchy 
and all those scenes of horror with wbich the coua- 
try which had broached them was now afUcted : 
but the patieooe of the house and his strength 
would fail him should he proceed to state all the 
facts connected with the pro|X)sitions which he 
now meant to lay before them. On the twenty 
seventh of December M . ChanveUn, en the pert of 
the executive council, had presented the note com- 
plaining of the it^urions construction of the decree 
of the nineteenth of November. On the tiUrty^bat 
of December a member of that exeentive council 
(minister of the marine) addreesed a letter to aB 
the friends of liberty in the sea-ports ; from which 
he would now read some passages. " The corera- 
ment of Rngland is arming, and die king of Spain, 
enoeoraged by this, is preparing to attack as. 
These two tyrannical powers, alter persecatiag the 
patriots OB th^r owa territories, thiak, no donb^ 
tliat tiiey shall be able to inilnenoe tiMJadgment 
to be pronounced on the tjrraut LooIb. They hope 
to frif hten us : bat no — a people who have made 
themselves firee— a people who'iiave driven oat of 
the bosom of Franee, and es Ihr as the distant 
borders of the Rhine, the terrible army of the 
Prussians and Austrians — ^the people of Fraaoe 
will aot suffer laws to be dictated to them by a 
tyrant. Die king and his parliament nMan to 
make war asainst ue. WDI the English repnhUeaae 
suffer itt Already these free men show Ibeir disL 
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MHteBt, tad Ike tmmgmtaace wUeh ibey hurv to 
bear anm afainst tlM«r DroOften the F^enob— W^ t 
wo will Hv to their raooour l~'We will make k de- 
•cent on the ialand— we will lodge there fifty fhoa- 
■and capo of Uhertf— we will plant there the fa- 
ered tree, and we win otretch out onr anna to onr 
tefAibUean brethren — ^the tyranny of tteir fo?em- 
SMntwin ooon be destroyed/ He called the tX- 
tention of the honae to thia declaration, which dlB- 
dngniihed the EAtUah people from tlie king and 
lihe pa rl iament, and to the nature of diat preaent 
which waa meant to be made them. Whfie anch 
dedarationa were aude. what conid be ttmafhl of 
any cxplanatlona which were pretended to be 
piren, or what credit waa doe to the aasertiona, 
that they entertained no Intentiona hoitfle to the 
ioremmeat of thia eovntryf From aD theae dr. 
^ematanoes he ooncloded, that the condoeC and 
yvetoaaiona of the VtmaA were •tuA aa were 
•ei t hui conaiatent with the emiatence or aaliBty of 
Ait oDontry, snch ag ttrnt honae conld not, and he 
waa confldent. nerer woold, aoqnieaee in. Their 
eocplanations had only been renewed inanha, and 
inatead of reverting to flioae aatoraaeee iHth which 
Utoy had originally wt ent, ttiey now diowed them- 
aelrea detomiaed to nmintafa flie ground, aoA aa 
H waa, npon wUch Uwy otood with reapect to tbia 
itrv. In the laat paper whldi had been delir- 
, they had given in aa nltimatom, itating that, 
M yon accept audi latitfiiGtion aa Aey hare 
thoni^t proper to gire, tiiey will prepare for war. 
valem yon then recede from year principlea, or 
they wiUidraw it, a war mnat be the eonaequence— 
aa to the time, the predae moment, he diould not 
Mtend to lix it— it woidd be left open to the laat 
nr any oa t i afa ctery ozonation, bnC he •hoold de> 
eeive them if he ahonld aay, that he thought any 
each explanation would he giren. or diat it was 
peobaUe thai a war could be aroided : rather diaa 
r e ced e from onr prindplea, war waa preferable to 
a peace, which conM neither be coudatent witf^ 
ttm internal tranquillity nor external safety of ttis 
" Me tikea meted anaddress of ttaafta to 
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mAUh Wtcomb aaid, ** that Im cenodTed ft to be 
his moat indiapenaable dnty to nae every arguaseat 
in his power to aTert from his country so i^vous 
• calamity aattwtefentertog into a war: a calamity 
ef ancha aatve, aa to Baave only adoimtaa to the 
uxtent of ilia which might probably resnlt Ihmn it; 
nad heeoi^ared the house not to agree to the pro- 
poaed addras, till they had well considered the 
eoBsequence. TIria country, his lordship said, waa 
in no danger whatever, being equally secured by iti 
inanlar dtnation, iti intornal resourees, and the 
etrong attachment of dM people to the ccMistitation : 
he concdred, therefore, mat we had no ground for 
alarm en tlw first point mentioned in the 



fram his mi^ty. As to the s econd point, Oie secu- 
ri^ of our allies, hia loidship saidit was fanpooslble 
we eould be told that Prussia had been attacked by 
Fnnee, and of course this part of the message 
must relate to Holland. If Oe navigation of the 
Sohdd waa die solgect of dispute, it appeared to be 
a matter of indMhreooe to drfs o ou ntoy ; except 
that in one view it would be of great advantage 
te our oommeree and manu f ac tui ea by openiag 
a aew channel in the beat and most convenient 
situation fer sending our mannfectures into all 
the continent of Europe. From several dienm> 
atanoes. it would be idle and impolitic in the Dutch 
themselves to meditate war, and diey seem by no 
Bseana disposed to do so : shall we then urge them 
to r esist an ce, and menace Fkunee wfdi war t Wlft 
regard to dM new poiat in his mejesty^ message, 
Ihm propagation of Frendi prindplea, he diought it 
hv no means safe to go to war againat prin^lea. 
If the prindplea aQnded to were levellmg prmd- 
ples, they should be met widi contempt; but he by 
BO means reprobated ell the French prindples.— 
Great s tre ss had been laid on the erudttiea per- 
petrated in Fkance ; but he conld not think ttiey 
were a proper cause of war : in his opinion these 
cruelties had all originated in tte fsmoua expedi- 
tion of the duke of Brunswick, which might be 
called a fraternity of kinp for the purpose of im- 
podng despotism en all Europe. Anomer ground 
taken oy nunistere, he said, waa the necesdty of 
freservuf the balance of power in Europe— or. 



the eyataas of Eovope: hat ha eovM met sea why 
this country should oe ready, upon all occasioos, to 
go to war for the benefit of other nationa. This sys- 
tem he looked upon to be no more than a political 
fiction, a cover for any ia teifer e n ce that caprioe 
might dictate. The next thing to which he wtthed 
to call the attention of the house waa die means of 
carrying on the war. When the present supposed 
accumulation, of whidi ministers boasted, was ex- 
hausted, diey must have recourse to new taxea; 
and if there waa no abaolute neoesdty for war, 
why burden die people to maintoin a war, of the 
iasne of which no JuogaMnt could be formed t and 
the relative dtnation of France to thie eountiy waa 
each, that the connection of dils country witti her 
should not, he thought, be put to unneoessaiy has- 
and. Hie war miriit be carried on for some time 
without aay addltumal duties; but when our re- 
se ar ees were exhansted, taxes must follow, aooom. 
panied by the murmurs, if not execrations, of the 
people; and he hoped we would not fUQ into an 
error with respect to the finances of France, fin* it 
had undoubtedly resources which would be suflldent 
at least fiMr some time. The deadi of dte Una of 
Fkaace had been padietieaDy lamented by mmia- 
ters; but ihey never attempted to interfere, and 
while they professed peace, need every haughty ir> 
ritating provocation to war. Upon the whole, he 
could view dm war In no other Ught than as a reviv- 
al of the system of extirpation that was the bade 
of die late American war. He should diereforo 
give his negative to the motion Ibr die addreM." 

Whid»read,junr. said, '*The house waa then to 
Gonaider whether war was Justifiable upon any 
grounda stated in the papers upon the toble, and 
whe&er miniatafrs had done thev utmoet to avert 
diat calaadty. To both dieae he gave a dedded. 
negative ; and befine he adverted to the grounda 
Mited in die papers, he should say something as to 
th» real cause of the war, aa he conceived it would 
at length appear to be, If war were undertaken. Tlda 
waa no less than ^e total overthrew of the new 
system of government existing in France : Ibr no 
other reaaon coidd ndnisten have refused to ac- 
knowledge die repuMlc. They had admitted of 
ntm-oBUau ooaunanlcallons : lUa was an acknow- 
it of the power veddina in those persona 
whom diey thus ceaununlcated; but mey re- 
feeed to adtaowledge die right of theae persons to 
dM exercise of the power with wUA they were in- 
vested. lUe waa aecuring die peesibility of joiniDg 
wit h the combined power^ whenever a convenient 
opportunity m&tht offer, for die overthrow of the 
new system. He deprecated audi an attempt aa 
eontrury to the rights of nations. No c oun tr y had a 
right to interfere with the internal azrangemento 
adopted by another. The national wil waa supreme 
in every country; and that alone could cooatitate^ 
alter, or modify ftnms of government. Could any 
asan doubt that the nation willed a republic in 
FkaaoeT If we attempted to interfere with dm 
dispoddon of the national will, let us recollect up- 
on what grounds the tide of the king of England 
ateod,— apon the win of die nation ; and one of the 
moot demotic sovereigns in Europe, dte empress 
-of Russia, owed hot elevation to fne supposed ex. 

f^ression of the national wiD, at the revolution in 
7dB. She possessed the ttrene upon no other 
fiMting : and what fimn of govemawnt soever any 
nation willed for Itself, smh it had the right to 
adopt He now came to the fint stated ground of 
complaint of diis co untr y agdnst France,— die de* 
cree of November the nineteenth ; which decree 
he did not in itself, defend ; but he contended that 
dw explanation which the Fk^ench had been dispo- 
sed to give of diat decree, was sueh as to take away 
an wen grounded appre h ensions of any iaJory de- 
aicned to this oountiy, and certainlY would not Jna- 
ti^us in going to war. The next oUect stotod waa 
iho aggrandisement of France, which waa likely to 
endanger the balance of Europe. Upon the sul^ect 
of the belance of Europe, whidi now appeared to 
be amatter of audi signal Impertanoe, he begged 
to call dw attention of die house, and to the general 
conduct of hie mi^esty^ ministers in their endea. 
vours to maintain that balance. At di<r time the 
despotic power* had formed a combination against 
France, which it was notoonceivabto tihat she could 
resbt— when it appeared that the country waa to 
be overrun, and to becosse an easy prey to the 
duke of Brunswid:, no apprehensions were enter 
tained on account of die balance of power : the 
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aaoloeiMM had bcea risible when the em- 

imsM of TlttMia ia the coone of the last Bammer, 
nad tafceo poMecaion of Poland : but now that the 
n>euch were Tictonoiu» and had defeated their 
enemiea, combined to crush them, the balance of 

Kwer was in danger I Bat the acgrandizement of 
ance was dangeroos as connected with the prin- 
ciples she propagated : he begged to know whe- 
ther this apprehension was not equally Well found- 
ed, when applied to the case of Russia f he con- 
ceived the pnnciples of despodsm propagated by 
the sword of the one, as dangerous to the general 
security of Europe, as the licentiousness propagat- 
ed by UM sword of the otlier. With regard to the 
request urged by the British goremment, that the 
French should withdraw their troops within their 
own territory, in order to pare the way to any ne- 
gotiation with us, he thought such a demand the 
height of insolence. Franco had been attacked ; 
she had aucceaafhlly repelled that attack, and 
gained possession of Uie territory of her adver- 
sary, and had a right to maintain that possession, 
at least till the conclusion of the war, to en- 
able her to make advantageous terms for her- 
self. We had forced hisr to an anticipation of her 
designs on the subject of Brabant. She had de- 
clared her intentions not to add the low countries 
to her own territories ; but to suffer the Belgians 
to erect themselves into an independent so^reignty. 
A hard necessity, indeed, he should conceive it for 
Great Britain, to be forced to ^o to war, to maintain 
to the Dutch the exclusive navigation of the Scheld ; 
but he had never said that he was against support- 
ing the fittith of treaties, where the easits faderis 
was clearly defined. But was it, in this instance, 
a new and unexercised right of nature for which it 
was contended T certainly not. Antwerp was a 
monument of the exercise of that right b^ her in- 



habitants 



that tt would 



«.w..-.«» , and he was free to say, •«•» u wviuu 
give him joy to see the commerce of that once flou- 
rishing city restored ; for the exclusife navigation 
of the Scheld had been ' established by force, and 
consented to by weakness.' But a necessary preli- 
minary to these investigations, would have been 
some precise requisition of the Dutch for the stipu- 
lated assistance of her ally. The chancellor of the 
exchequer had avowed that no such demand had 
been made ; and if the house were to Judge of the 
dispositions of the States-general by their own de- 
clarations, he believed it would be round that they 
did not think it wordt their while to go to war for die 
maintenance of this right. He allnded to the pro- 
clamation for a general fast put forth by the States- 
general on January the tenth, in which they de- 
clare that they are then at peace, and that the 
strict neutrality they observed had hitherto protect- 
ed them from aggression. A manifest toten that 
they did not consider the free navigation of the 
Scheld, as asserted by the French, a reason for 
going to war. If then we did go to war on that 
ground, we should force our allies into it, and not 
ourselves be involved in it by the terms of our al- 
liance." Wbitbread said, '* that having gone through 
the matter contained in the papers, as far as they 
related to the probability of war, he could find no 
justification of the conduct of administration. > He 
thought the maintenance of peace, consistently with 
the dignity, honour, and interests of this country, 
was perfectly in the power of ministers ; but thev 
conduct and words denoted war." 

Fox said, " that although some words had fallen 
from the right honourable gentleman (Pitt), which 
might lead him to think, that war was not absolute- 
ly determined upon, yet the general tenor and im- 
pression of his speech was such as to induce him 
to enter somewhat at large into the sukgect. The 
crimes, the murders, and the massacres, that had 
been committed in- France, he did not view with 
less horror, he did not consider as less atrocious 
than those who made them the perpetual themo of 
thoir declamation, although he put them entirely 
out of the question in the present debate. The 
condemnation and execution of the king, he pro- 
nounced an act as disgraceful as any that history 
recorded ; and whatever opinion he might at any 
tinie bav* expressed in private conversation, he 
had expressed none certainly in that house, on the 
jusuce of bringing kings to trial, revenge being un- 
justiliablo, and puniahmcnt useless, where it could 
not operate either by way of prevention or ex- 
ample. He saw neither propriety nor wisdom in 



in another nation, wUdi had no direct referoneo to 
us. The general maxim of policy always was, that 
the crimes perpetrated in one independent state 
were not cogmsable by a n ot her . Need he remind 
the house of our former eondnet in this respect I 
Had we not treated, bad we not fonned ailiancer 
with Portugal and with Spain, at the very tim» 
when these kingdoms were disgraced and polluted 
by the most shocking and barbarous acts of super- 
stition and cruelty, of racks, torture, and burning^ 
under the abominable tyranny of the inquisition f 
Did we ever make these outrages against reason 
and humanity a pretext for war 1 Did we ever in- 
quire how the princes with wbom we had relative 
interests either obtained or exercised their power f 
Why then were the enormities of the French in 
their own country held up as a cause of war f Mneh 
of these enormities had been attributed to the at- 
tack of the combined powers ; but this he neither 
considered as an excuse, nor would argue as a pal> 
liation. If they had dreaded, or had felt an attack, 
to retaliate on their fellow-citiaens, however mooh 
suspected, was a proceeding which justice ^'"^'^'i- 
ed \ and be had nattered himself, that when 
were disclaiming old, and professing to adopt n< 

erinciples, those of persecution and revenge wooUL 
B the first that they would discard. He shoidd 
now show, that all the topics to which Pitt had ad* 
verted, were introduced into the debate to blmd the 
Judgment, by^ rousing the passions, and were none 
of^em Uie just grounds of war. These grounds 
were three : the danger of Holland ; the decree of 
the French convention of November the nineteenth, 
and the general danger to Europe, from the jnrcN 
gross of the French arms. With respect to Hol- 
land, the conduct of ministers afforded a fredi proof 
of their disingeniwosness. They could not state, 
that the Dutch had called npca us to fulfil tfaar 
terms of our alliance. They were obliged Co ooup 
fess, that no such requisition had been made ; but 
ftdded, that they knew the Dutch were very mocb 
disposed to make it. Whatever might be the words 
of the treaty, we were bound in honour, by virtue 
of that treaty, to protect the Dutch, if thoy called 
upon us to do so, out neither by honour nor the 
treaty tiU then. The conduct oc the Dutch was 
very unfortunate upon this occasion. In the order 
for a general fost Vy the states, it was expresaly 
said, 'That their nentnility seemed to put them into 
security amidst surrounding armies, and hitherto 
effectuaUy protected them from molestation.' This 
he by no means construed into giving up the open- 
ing of the Scheld on their part ; but it pretty clsariy 
showed, that they were not disposed to make it die 
cause of a war, unless forced to do so by us. But 
France had broke isith with the Dutch ; was this a 
cause for us to go to war f How long was it since 
we considered a circumstance tending to diminish 
the good undofstanding between Franoe and Hol- 
land, as a misfortune to this country? The |riaia 
state of the matter was, that we were bound to 
save Holland from war, or by war if called upon ; 
and that to force the Dutch into a war at so mutih 
peril to them, which they saw and dreaded, was not 
to fulfil, but to abuse the treaty. Hence he com- 
plained of the disingenuous conduct of ministers, 
in imputing that to the Dutch, which the Dutch 
wished to avoid. The decree of the nineteenth of 
November, he considered as an insult ; and the ex- 
planation of the executive council as no adequate 
satisfaction ; but the explanation showed that the 
French were not disposed to insist upon that de- 
cree, and that they were inclined to peace, and Chen 
our ministers, with haughtiness unexampled, tidd 
them they had insulted us, but refused to tell tfaein 
the nature of the satiiifoction that we required. It 
was said, we must have security ; and he was ready 
to admit that neither a disavowal by the execndve 
council of France, nor a tacit repeal by the conven- 
tion, on the indmation of an unacknowledged agent, 
of a decree, which they might renew the day after 
they repealed it, would be a sufficient security. 
But at least we ought to telLthem what we meant 
by security, for it was the extreme of arrogance to 
complain of insult without deigning to explain what 
reparation we required ;and he feared an indefinite 
tenn was here employed, not for the purpose of oh* 
taiuing, but of precluding satisfoction. N ext it was 
said, they must withdraw their troops fraon the 
Austrian Netherlands, before wo could be satisfied. 
Were we then come to that pitch of insolence, aa 



that house, passing Jadgment onany act committed ^ to say to France, ' You have oonqwnd ^ort ut aa 
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immoYt ttnitarf, who made war upon jou, we I 
win not mteifere to aake peace, bat we require 1 
^n to abandon the adrantagco ^ou have gamed, 
wbile be im preparing to attack yea anew.' Was 
tbi« tbe neutrality we meant to hold out to France f 
' If yoa are invaded and beaten, we will be quiet 
apectatort | bat if 70a hurt your enemy, if you en- 
ter bia tarritory, we declare war agaioit yoiu' If- 
the ioTaaion of the Netherianda waa what now 
alarmed na, and that it ought to alarm ua if the re- 
ault waa to make the country an appendage to 
Prance, there could be no doubt we ought tu haye 
interpoMd to proTcnt it in tbe rery first inatanoe ; 
for it was the natural conseqoence which every man 
foresaw of a war between France and Austria. The 
French now said, they would eracuate the country 
at the oonlusion of the war, and when its liberties 
were establisbed. Was this sufficient t By no 
means : but we ought to tell what we would deem 
saOoient, instead of saying to them, as we were now 
8a;^ng, ' this is an agaruTation, this is nothing, and 
this is insufficient.' That war was m^ust which 
told not an enemj tbe ground of provocadon, 
and the measure of atonement ; it waa as impoli- 
tic as uiowt; for without the ol^ect of contest, clear- 
ly and definitely stated, what opening could there 
M for treating dcpeaoet .Before going to war with 
France, surely the people, who must pay and suf- 
fer, ought to b» informed onwhatol^ect they were 
to fix their hopes for its honourable termination. 
After fire or six vean' war, the French might agree 
to eracoate the Netherlands as the price of peace ; 
was it clear that they would not do so now. if we 
would condescend to propose it in intuligible 
terms ? Surely in such an altematire, the experi- 
ment was worth trying : but then we had no securi- 
ty against the French principles.— What security 
would they be able to give us, after a war which 
• thoT could not gire now f With respect to the gen- 
eral danger of fiurope, the same arguments applied, 
and to tbe same extent. To the general situation 
and security of Burope, we had been so scandal- 
ously inattentiTO ; we had seen tbe entire conquest 
ef roland, and the inraaion of France, with such 
marked indifference, that it would be difficult now 
to take it up with the grace of sincerity ; but eyen 
this would be better provided for, by proposing 
terms before going to war. He had thus shown 
that none of the professed causes were grounds for 
going to war. What then remained but the inter- 
nal goremment of France, always disavowed, but 
ever kept in mind, and constantly mentioned 1 The 
destmction of that government was tbe avowed ob- 
ject of the combined powers whom it was hoped we 
were to j|oin ; and we could not join them beartOy 
if oar object were <me thing while theirs was ano- 
ther ; for ia^that case the party whose object was 
fint obtained might naturally be expected to make 
•eparate terms, and there could be no cordiality noi 
confidence. To this then we came at last, that we 
were ashamed to own engaging to aid tbe restora- 
tion of despotism, and coUusively souriit pretexts 
in the Scheld and the Netherlands, buch would 
be the real cause of the war, if war we were to 
have-'a war, which he trusted he should soon #ee 
as generally execrated as it was now thought to be 
jDopular. Ux all decisions on peace or war, it was 
unportant to consider what we might lose, and 
what we could .gain. On the one hand, extension' 
of territory was neither expected nor eligible. On 
ttie other, although he feared not the threat of the 
Fkeneh marine minister, wocdd any man say that 
oar ally might not suffer ; that the events of war 
might not produce a change in the internal state 
of llfdland, and in the situation of the stadtholder, 
toe afflicting for him to anticipate. In weighing 
the probable danger, •▼ery consideration ought to 
be put into tbe scale. Was the state of Ireland 
auchasto make war desirable Y That was a sub- 
ject which had been said by some honourable gen- 
tleman to be too delicate to be touched upon ; but 
he approved not of that delicacy which taught men 
to shut their eyes to danger. The state of Ireland 
he was not afraid to mention. He thought it both 
promising and alarming; promising, because the 
government uf this country bad forced the govern- 
ment of that to an acknowledgment of the undoubt- 
ed rights of a ^reat migority of tbe people of Ire- 
land, after havmg, in a former session, treated their 
humble petition widi contempt, and in tbe siwmser 
endeavoored to stir op the protestanta against the 
caUiiOlica ; alanning, oecause the groas Buaconduct 



of administration bad bronght the gwenuneBt ai^ 
the legislatnro into contempt in the eyes of the 
people. If there wero any danger frtnn French 
principles, to go to war withont necessity was to 
fight for (heir propagation. On these principles, aa 
reprobated in the provosed address, he would free- 
ly give faja opinion. It was not the principles that 
were bad and to be reprobated, but tbe abuse of 
them. From the abuse, not the principles, bad 
flowed all the evils that afflicted France. The use 
of tfie word equality by the French was deemed 
highly ol^ectionable. when taken as they meant 
it nothing waa more innocent; for what did they 
say, < all men are equal in respect of their rights.' 
To thb he assented ; all men had equal rights ; e<|ual 
rights to unequal things; one man to a saiUmg, 
another to a tiMfUsand pounds ; one man to a cot- 
tage another to a palace ; but the right in both waa 
the skme : an equal right of enjoying, an equal 
right of inneriting or acquiring ; and of possessing 
inberitance or acquisition.— The effect of the pro- 
pcsed address was to condemn, not the abuse of 
those principles, (and the French had much abused 
them,J but tbe principles themselves. To tikis he 
oould not assent, for they were tbe principles on 
which all just and equitable government was found* 
ed. Ho had already differed sufficiently with a 
right honourable gentleman (Burke) on this sub- 
ject, not to wish to provoke any fresh difference ; 
but even against so great an authority he must say, 
that the people are the sovereigns in every state ; 
that they have a right to change the form of their 
|ovemmenr, and a right to cashier their governors 
for misconduct, as tbe people of this country ca- 
shiered James II. not by parliament, or any regular 
form known to the oonstitutidn,butby a convention 
speaking tbe sense of tbe peofde ; that conventioa 
oroduced a parliament and a king. They elected 
William to a vacant throne, not only setting aside 
James, whom they bad justly cashiered for mlMon- 
duct, but his innocent son. Again they elected the 
house of Brunswick, not indiridually, but by dy- 
nasty ; and that dynasty to continue while the terms 
and conditions on which it was elected are fulfiUed, 
and no longer. He could not admit the right of do- 
ing all this but by acknowledging the sovereignty 
of the people as paramount to all other laws. But 
it was said, that although we bad once exercised 
this power, we had in the rery act of exercising it, 
renounced it for ever. — We hi^ neither renounced 
it, nor, if we bad been so disposed, waa such a re- 
nunciation in our power. We elected first an indi> 
ridual, then a dynasty, and lastly, passed an act of 
parliament in the reign of queen Anne, declaring it 
to bo tbe right of the people of this realm to do so 
again without even assigning a reason. If there 
were any persons jaanong us who doubted tbe supe- 
rior wisdom of our monarchical form of govern^ 
ment, their error was owing to those who changed 
its strong and irrefrogible foundation in the right 
and choice of the people, to a more flimsy ground 
of title. Those who proposed repelUng opinions by 
force, the example of the French in tbe Nether- 
lands might teach the impotence of power to repel 
or introduce. But liow was a war to operate in 
keeping onimons supposed dangerous out of this 
country? 7t was not surely meant to beat the 
French out of their own opinions; and opinions 
were not like commodities, the importation of 
which from France war would prevent. — War, it 
was to be lamented, was a pasMion inherent in the 
nature of man ; and it was curious to olwerve what 
at various periods bad been the various pretexts. 
In ancient times wars were made for conquest. 
To these succeeded wars for religion ; and the opin- 
ions of Luther and Calvin were attacked with all 
the fury of superstition and of power. The next 
pretext was commerce ; and it would probably be 
allowed that no nation thatmade war for commerce 
ever found the object accomplished, on concluding 
peace. Now we were to make war about opinions ; 
what was this but recurring again to an exploded 
cause ; for a war about principles in religion was 
as much a war about opioions, as a war about jprin- 
ciples in politics. The justifiable grounds of war 
were insult, injury, or danger. For tbe first, satis- 
faction ; foi the second, reparation ; for the third, 
security was the olgect. Each of these, too, was 
the proper object of negotiation, which ought ever 
to precede war, except in case of an attack actually 
commenced. How had we negotiated? Not in 
any public or sufficient form, a mMie which he sua 
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pecte4, ftod lamented, by U« propodng It had be«n 
preTdnted. When Um Mple lesfua waa fonned to 
clMckthe amUtioo of Louis tho foorteontfa, the oon- 
tncting parties did not dea\ 00 rigoroosly by Urn, 
as we were now told it was eaaential to the peace 
of £«rope that we abonld deal by the Frandi. 
IWy nerer told Looia that he mtut renounce all 
has oonqneats, in order to obtain peace. Bat then 
it was wdd to be our duty to hate die French forihe 
IMurt diey took, in the American war. He had heard 
of a duty to lore, but a duty to hate was new to him. 
That duty, howerer, ought to direct our hatred to 
the old goremment of Aanoe, not to the new, 
which had no hand in the prorocation. Unfortonate- 
Iv the new Pkench goremment was admitted to be 
the successor of the old in nodnng but its faults 
and its oflencas. It was a sucoennr to be hated 
and to war against : but it was not asuocossor to be 
negotiated with. He feared, howerer, that war 
would be the result, and from war apprehending 
greater erils than he dunt name, he should baro 
shrank, .from his duty if he had not endeaToured to 
obtsin an exposition of the distinct causes : of all 
wars he dreaded that the most which had no de- 
finite defect, because of such a war it was impossi- 
ble to see the end. Our war with America hadade- 
finite dgect, an uaQust one indeed, but still definite ; 
and alter wading through jrears on years of ex- 
pense and blood, after exhausting InirectiTes and 
t^ms of contempt on the Tagrant congross, one 
Adams, one Washington, &c. dee. we were com- 
pelled at last to treat with this Tory congress, and 
those rery men. Hie Americans, to the honour of 
their charapter, committed no such horrid acts as 
had disgraced die French ; but we were as liberal 
of our obloquy to the former then, as to the latter 
now. If we did but know for what we were to fight, 
w^ might look forward with confidence, and exert 
ourselves with unanhnitv ; but while kept thus in 
the dark, how manj mignt there be who would be- 
liere that we were fighting the battles of despotism. 
To undeceive those who might fall into this unhappy 
ddusion, it would be no derogation from the digni- 
ty of office to grant an explimation. If the right 
honourable gentleman (Pitt) would but yet oonsiaer 
—if he wo old but save ttie country from a war — 
above all, a war of opinion, however inconsistent 
with his former declarations his measures might be, 
he would gladly consent to gire him a general in- 
demnity for the whole, and eren a vote of thanks. 
I«t not the Catel opinion go alwoad that kings had 
aa interest diifarant fkom that of their sulgectB ; 



that betwaen those who had property and 
who had none there was not a common cause and 
common feeling." The question being put on tha 
motion, the address was carried without a divlaioa. 

THE FRENCH DECLARE WAR AGAIlfST 
BRITAIN AND HOLLAND. 

This I debates are perhaps aufllclent to convine* 
the most incredulous ttmt the British ministry werv 
doteimiiaed on war— that they wtare more solidtona 
to colour tba pretext fdr hosolities against I^ranoe, 
than to obtain satistectkm Ibr the acts of aggreeiioa 
complained of, as appears ttam the tenor of their 
proceedings. If in support of these charges any 
additional proof is wanting, we shall find it amtdy 
supplied by a letter from lord Auckland, tlie £^- 
lisa ambassador at tiie Hague, dated January the 
twenty-flfkh, 1703, and presented to the statea-gen« 
era! immediataJy on the departure of Chaarelin. 
In this letter, bis lordship affirms to their high 
mightingsees, m language which sets all ideas of 
decency and decorum at deiUmce, Aat " not four 
yean ago some toretehes, assuming tiie tide of nhl. 
losophers, had tbe presnaqition to think. thensMvee 
capable of establishing a new system of dvil socie- 
ty. In Older to realise that diwn of their Tanity, 
they found it necessary to overthrow and destroy 
all received notions of subor^nation, mannera, 
and religum, wfaieh have hidierto formed all the 
security, happiness, and consdation of die human 
race, llfteir destructive nrqlects have but too well 
succeeded. But die eaecti of tbe new system 
which they endeavoured to introduee served only 
to show the imbecility and vUUmg of its authors. 
The events which so rapidly fioUowed eadi odier 
since that epoch, surpass in atrodty all which had 
erer polluted the pages of Ustory. Property, liber- 



Sj security, even ufe itself have'beeo deiwned play- 
ings in the handp of im/emomt men, who are ^e 



slaves of die most licendous passions of rapine, en- 
mity and ambidon." Fhmi the conduct of the 
English governmeut at hoase, and the very high 
l angu a ge and sentiments conveyed through their 
dipumatic onpms abroad, the Preach now saw that 
every hopeofpeace was vanished. The cooTentioQ 
therefore came to a resolution of antiei] 



tieinatuig 
»...«-. of the English and the Dutd^ and, by a de- 
cree unanimously pamed on the first of February, 
1703, declared the republic of France at war udth 
the king of Great Br'tain, and the stadtboldcr of 
Holland. 
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CHAPTER XXV. 



UoiUm toiuetrtain the precise grounds of Wnr—MotUmfyr Peace-^Barraeks^ItrotUmfor an Infuirv 
^'^!ifV SedUian^Messuge on German AuxUiarUs—Wa^s and Means—Traitorous Corresvondenee 
BUtr--Th€ French propose to treat for Peace, but receive no Reply—Subsidy to Sardtnia—jvimerous 
BankrupteUs, and Aid given for relief of Voamerce— Motions ^ Censure on Lord Auckland— Pro. 
ceedings of British Parllaatent-Hastinfs's Trial— Parliament Prorogued— Proceedings of Irish 
Parliament— MlUtary Transactions on the Continent— Capture of PonMcherrm and TVbaeo— Insur- 
rection of the BojfaUsts in BrUanyand PoUou^The French Convention dedans War atainst Spain 
^Proceedings of the two leading Parties in Franea— Death of Marat, 



FOX'S MOTION TO ASCERTAIN THX PRB- 
CISB GROUNDS OP WAR^MOTION FOR 
PEACE-BARRACKS, &c. 

t A S tbe prwrailiDf opinioii of tlie Bridah public 
±\, apDMuned to be fofr war, bot chieflr b«caiu« 
ttio IHend« of peaoe foared to be deemed abetton 
of roTolatioDary prindplea. Fox, on the eighteentb 
of Febniary, mored a •eiiea of reaolntfama, itatiikf 
that war with France, on the grounds aQofod, wm 
aeidier for the honour or the interest of ttiis eoiint37; 
that ministers, in their late negotiations with the 
Wench goremment, had not taken the proper 
means for proctvlng an amicable redress' of tbo 
grieranoes complained of; and that it was their 
anty to adrise his mi^esty against entering into 
engagements which might ^rent a separate 
peace. He alleged that his elgect in making these 
motions was to procure a declaration of the precise 
grounds of the war, he being persuaded, nat the 
leal olgects of ear ministors in going to war were 
those which they disclaimed ; and that those which 
they avowed were only pretexts. Bot tlie resolu- 
tions so proposed, and a motion by Grey for an 
address to his m^esty, expressing the opinion that 
the differances between this country and FVance 
might hare been a^josted by negotiation, and re- 
^vesting his majesty to embrace the first opporta> 
Bity of restoring peace ;— and also a motion by Tay- 
h>r, in tlie same month, '* that it is the opbiion of 
this honse that the uniform and penereraig oppo- 
sition of our ancestors, from tiine to time, to toe 
erecting barnudu in this country, was founded upon 
a just sense df the true principles of our most ex- 
cellent constitution : and that the soldiers should 
Uto intermixed with the people, hi order that they 
might be connected with diem ; and that no sepa- 
rate camp, no barracks, no inland fortresses, should 
be allowed :" — with a motion by Sheridan, on the 
fourth of March, that the house should resolre it- 
self into a committee, to consider of the sedideos 
pracdees referred to m his mi^esty's speech, were 
successively refected or negadved : so decided a 
preponderance had the advocates for a war, the 
course and issue of which it was in vain to copjac- 
tnre. 

GERMAN AUXILIARIES— WAYS AND MEANS 
—TRAITOROUS CORRESPONDENCE BILL. 

A MassAOB from the king was psesent e d to par- 
liament, on the sixth of March, elidng that he Aad 
engaged a bodr of his electoral troops in the ser. 
vice of Great Britain, for the purpose of ■'^^^-^g 
his aUies, the Stotea-feneraL and diat he hi4 di- 
VDcted an estimate ot dm charge to be laid bafcre 
the honsew In a eommittee of supply, en dm ei»> 
▼enth, Pitt brought forward his budget for the cur- 
rent year, estimatiBg the total of the expenses at 
•leren nillion oaa» hwidnd and eighty<4wo 



sand two hundred and thirteen pounds, and of the 
ways and means at eight milUon two hundied and 
ninety-nine thousand six hundred and ninety-six 

Cunds. The defldeney he proposed to raise by 
in, and to defray the interest by aaaUng perma- 
nent the temporary taxes imposed upon oeeasioii 
of the Spanldi armament. He made some remarte 
which show how little he then contemplated the 
ex re s ri ve in cre ase of the national debt, and of the 
taxation consequ e n t thereon, which has since taken 
place. ** I do not think it useless," said he, " to 
suggest some observations withrespeet to dds wai" 
in which we are engaged.** He said, diat the ex. 
cess of the pennanent revenue was then nine hun- 
dred thousand pounds aboTO the peace establish- 
ment; which, even if destroyed Vv war, would 
leave the oountnr in pos session of all its oidinary 
rorenue. This nine hundred thousand pounds he 
was desirous to leaTO as a security agamst those 
oontnigencies to which war is liable. The sum 
borrowed was four milUon Ave hundred dionsand 
podnds; and the tasme were, that for erery seven* 
ty-two pounds advanced to the pnblie, the lender 
should be endded to one hundred pounds stock, 
bearing three per cent. He said, that he expected 
to have made better terms for die loan, but be had 
not received, two ollhrs on the occasion. Among 
odier resources, the sum of six hundred and sevoi- 
ty-Are thousand pounds was agre ed to be raised by 
hittery, but sereral reguladoiis wera laid down to 
diminish the praet l ce of insurance—a species of 
gambling open chances which had been Tory ii^u. 
ribns to die lower classes. 

On the fifteenth of March, the attorney-general. 
Sir John Scott, in tr o dn eed a UO denomhiated the 
* Traitorous Correspondence BID," by whiefa it waa 
declared to bo high treason to supply the existing 
government of Franoo witL ndfitory stores, to 
purchase lands ef inheritance in Fnmce, to invest 
money in any of the French funds, to underwrite 
insuranoes upon ships and goodi bound fri>m 
France to anv part of the world, or to go from this 
country to France, without a licenoe under the 
privy seal. It likewise prohibited the return of 
such British sttbiects as were already diere, ululess 
on giving security to the government, lliis Ull 
met with much opposidon, and several of its more 
ebnoxiens clauses were modified in fbn oenrse of ite 
progrees. In the lords it received several modifl- 
cations, which wera agreed to by die cemmons, and 
the biU passed into a Uw. 

FRENCH PROPOSE TO TREAT FOR PEACE— 
SUBSIDY TO SARDINIA-BANKRUPTCIES 
—AID TO COMMERCE-CENSURE ON LORD 
AUCKLAND. 

Eault in April, la Brun, minister of foreign al^ 
in France, addressed a letter to lord Gran viUsp 
•tatiag that th* P^rench republic waa desirous to 



HISTORY OF GRBAT BRITAIN. 



288 

termiaate all itt diflbrancM with Great Britain, 
and to end a war dreadfnl to hnmanity, and re- 
questing a pauport for a person Tested with full 
powers for tnat purpose to the court of London, 
and he named Maret as the proposed plenipoton- 
tiar J of France ; but the Bntub goremment did 
not ta^e any notioe of the application ; and about 
this time a treaty was concluded with the king of 
Sardinia, by which England bound herself to fur- 
nish to his Sardinian majesty a bubsidv of two hun- 
dred thousand pounds per annum, to be paid three 
months in advance, and not to conclude a ]>eace 
with the enemy, without comprehending in it the 
entire restitution of all the dominions belonging to 
this monarch at the time he engaged in the war. 

The unusual number and extent of the bankrupt- 
cies which had occurred since the commencement 
of the war, haTing engaged the notice of the house 
of commons, a select committee was appointed to 
consider of & remedy for this evil, and they recom- 
mended an issue of exchequer bills, to the amount 
of five million pounds, to commissioners to be nomi- 
nated fur the purpose of lending the same in por- 
tions to such mercantile persons as were in tempo- 
rary distress, upon proper security for the sums 
advanced, with Interest — ^which operation speedily 
restored commercial credit. 

On the twenty-fifth of ApnH, Sheridan mored the 
house of commons to address his mG\)esty, expres- 
nre of the displeasure of the bouse at the memo- 
rial lately presented bv lord Auckland to the States 
General, and stating, that the minister who present* 
ttd it had departed from the principles on which the 
bouse had concurred in the measures for the 8U|>- 
port of the war. Pitt maintained the right of Bri- 
tain to repel the unjust attacks of France — to chas- 
tise and punish her — and to obtain indemnification 
for the past, and security for the future. The mo- 
tion was rejected. Lord Stanhope made a similar 
motion in the house of peers ; but lord GrenviUe 
moved an amendment, declaring that the memorial 
was conformable to the sentiments of his majesty, 
and consonant to those principles of justice and 
policy which it became the honour and dignity of 
the nation to express ; which was carried without 
a division. 

HASTINGS' TRIAL-PARUAMENT PRO- 
ROGUED. 

. On the sixth of May Grey brought before the 
house the question of a reform in the representa- 
tion. But though the debate occupied two dHys, 
the motion was negatived by 882 against 41, so 
decidedly averse to change was the temper of 
the house. 

Oundas brought in a bin to renew the charter of 
the East India company for twenty years, which, 
with a hill tp relieve the Roman catnolics of Scot- 
land from certain penalties and disabilities, impos- 
iKi upon them by acts which incapacitated them 
trom nolding or transmitting landed property, were 
passed without opposition ; and three thousand 
pounds per annum was voted for the establishment 
of a board of agriculture. 

During the session the coimcil for Hastings com- 
nleted tus defence on the three last articles, vis. 
llegnms, presents, and contracts ; after which, 
Hastings addressed the court, praying that their lord- 
ships would order the trial to contmue to its final con- 
clusion during the present session ; but the further 
proceedings were a<Jl)oumed till the ensuing session. 

On the twenty-first of June the parliament was 
prorogued by his majesty. 

PROCEEDINGS OF THE IRISH PARLLA- 

MENT. 

Thx parliament of Ireland met on the tenth of 
January, and the earl of Weatmoreland, the lord 
lieutenant, thus expressed himself : — " I have it in 
particular command fnm his muesty to recom* 
mend it to vou to apply yourselves to the con- 
•ideration of such measures as may be tile most 
likely to strengthen and cement a general union 
of sentiment, among aB classes and descriptions of 
his majesty's catholic subjects, in support of Ihe 
•stabUmhed constitution. With this View his ma- 
J^esty trusU Uiat the situation of his catholic sub- 
jects win engage your serious attention, and in the 
oonsidoration of this subject he relies on tho wis- 
dom and liberality of his parliament." Early in 



March the biU of r^ef was brought Into fbe honMi 
of commons by secretary Uobart. Its chief enact- 
ing clause enabled the catholics to exercise and 
eUjoy aU civil and military offices, and places of 
trust or profit under the crown, and also the elec- 
tive franchise, under certain restrictions, via. tliat 
it should not be construed to extend to enable any 
Roman catholic to sit or vote in either house of 

Earliament, or to fiU the office of lord lieutenant or 
ird chanceUori or judge in either of the tluve 
courts of record or admiralty, or keeper of the 
privy-seal, secretary of state, lieutenant or eustoa 
xotulorum of counties, or privy-counaoUor, or master 
in chancery, or a general on the steff, or sheriff or 
sub-sberiff of any county, dec llie biU passed with 
few dissentient voices ; and, though it stopped short 
uf fuU emancipation, it was supposed to m aU that 
die executive government could, at that time, with- 
out too riolent an exertion, effect ; and upon thia 
account it ^ was received with gratitude and satis- 
faction. As a further concession to Ireland, a libel 
biU, similar to that of England, was passed ; the 
power of the crown to grant pensions on the Irish 
establidiment was limited to the sum of eighty 
thousand pounds ; and certain descriptions of plsuce^ 
men and pensioners were excluded from the privi- 
I lege of sitting in the house of commons. Also, tibe 
king declared his acceptance of a limited sum, 
fixed at two hundred and twenty-five thousand 
pounds for the expenses of liis civil list, in lieu of 
the hereditary revenues of the crown. Alien and 
traitorous correspondence bills, analogous tp tibose 
of England, were likewise passed; as was a bill 
'*>^to prevent the election or appointment of assem- 
blies, purporting to represeut the people, or any 
description or number of the peopur, under pre- 
tence of preparing or presenting petitions, &c. to 
the king, or either bouse of paiUament, for altera^ 
tion of matters established by law, or redress of al- 
leged grievances in church or state." 

MILITARY EVENTS ON THE CONTINENT— 
PONDICHERRY AND TOBAGO TAKEN. 

, Military operations upon an extensile scale 
were carried on in Brabant and Holland, during the 
winter of 1702, and the early part of the ensuinc 
spring, in which the French army at first acted of 
fensively under Dumouriex, general Miranda, and 
others ; but the allies under Clairfait, tlie arch- 
duke Charles, and the prince of Saxe Cobonrg^ 
gained several signal advantages, which compeUed 
the enemy to raise the siege ox Maestricht, and re- 
tire orecipitately to Antwerp., On the eighteenth 
of March a general engagement took place on the 
plains of Neerwinden, wliich continued from mom- 
mg till evening, when the French were totaUy 
routed, with considerable loss ; and, on the twenty, 
first, general Dumouriex was posted near Louvain. 
Here a suspension of hostilities took place, and the 
French army were aUowed to march back to their 
own frontier, vrithout molestation, on condition of 
evacuating Brussels, and all the other towns of 
Brabant, &c. in their possession. 

On the twenty-seventh of March general Dumou- 
riex held a conference with colonel Mack, an Aus- 
trian officer, to whom he intimated his design of 
marching against Paris, with a view of re-establish- 
ing the constitutional monarchy of 1701 ; and it was 
agreed that the Imperialists should concur in the 
accomplishment of uiis plan ; not advancioi^, ex- 
cept in case of necessity, beyond the frontier of 
Fhmce. The designs of Dumouriex were, however, 
suspected at Paris, and three commissioners from 
the executive power were despatched to Flanders, 
under the pretence of conferring with the general 
concerning the aflhirs of Belgium. In this inter- 
view Dumouriex expressed himself with great 
yiolenoe against the Jacobins. ** They would ruin 
France," said he ; " but I will save it, thoueh they 
should caU me a Caesar, a Cromwell, or a Monk.* 
He styled the convention a horde of ruffians ; and 
declared that this assembly would not exist three 
weeks longer ; that France must have a king ; add- 
ing that, smce the battle of Gemappe, he had wept 
over his success in so bad a cause." On, the return 
of the oocnmissioners to Paris, Dumonries was 
summoned to appear at tiie bar of the convention, 
and BonmonviUe was appointed to supersede him. 
Four new commissioners also were deputed to the 
army of the north, with powers to suspend and arw 
rest all officers who idioald fall under their aus- 
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pieioB. On their arriva] at LUto, March th« twen- 
rf-eic^th, tha commitsiooen transmitted their or- 
den to general Dtnnoaricz, to appear before them, 
and answer the charges against him : the general, 
howerer, answered, that, in the present circum- 
stances, he cooJd not leave the army for a moment ; 
that, when he did enter Lisle, it would be in order 
to purge it of traitors ; and that he Talued his head 
tee much to submit it to an arbitrary tribunal. The 
commissioners resoWed to proceed to the camp. 
On the first of April they arrived, in company with 
BoomonTille, at St. Amend, the head-quarters of 
Dnmouries, and explained to him the obtect of 
their mission. The general, finding them inflexible 
in their purpose, gave the signal for a body of sol- 
diers, who were in waiting, and ordered Bonrnon- 
ville and the four commissioners. Immediately to be 
conveyed to general Glairftut's head-quarters at 
Tournay, as hostages for the safety of the royal 
family of France. 

On the morning of the third Dumouriez repaired 
to the camp of Haulde, and addressed the troops, 
amidst the murmurs of many of the battalions. On 
the next day he departed with his suite for Cond^, 
which fortress, with Valenciennes, be had engaged 
to put into the hands of the Anstrians ; but on the 
road he received Intelligence that it would not be 
safe for him to enter the place ; and, in making his 
retreat, ' he feU in with a column of Tolunteer 
guards, who called to him to surrender ; but, trust- 
mg to the swiftness of his horse, he escaped, with 

Eeat difficulty, to the quarters of general Mack, 
is example was followed by general Lamorliere, 
the duke de Chartres, son of the duke of Orleans, 
and some hundreds of private soldiers. On the 
following day appeared a proclamation from general 
Dumonnes, containing a recapitulation of his ser- 
vices to the French republic, an animated picture 
of the outrages of the Jacobins, and of tite miscbiefii 
to be apprehended from a continuation of anarchy 
in Krance, conolnding with an exhortation to the 
French to restore the constitution of 1791, and a 
declaration on oath that he bore arms cmly for that 
purpose. This proclamation was accompanied by 
a manifteto on the part of the prince of Cobourg, 
now commander-in-chief of the armies of Austria, 
announcing that the allied powers were no longer 
to be considered as principals, but merely as anx- 
iliaiies, in the war ; that they had no other ol^ect 
than to CO operate with the general, in giving to 
France her constitutional king, and the constitution 
she formed for herself. By this time, however, 
Antwerp, Breda, and tbe.other conquests of France 
en the butch frontier, were evacuated ; and a con- 
siderable change had taken place in the aspect of 
aflhirs. On the eighth of Aprfl a council was. 
held at Antwerp, at which were present the prince 
ef Orange, accompanied by the grand pensionary, 
Vander Spiegel, the prince of Cobourr. counts 
Mettemich, Stahremberg, &o. also the Prussian, 
Spanish, and Neapolitan ambassadors. The whole 
plan of operations was now changed. About the 
same time a memorial was presented by lord Avck- 
land to the States-general, in which his lordship 
stated, in allusion to the capture of the convention- 
al commissioners, ** That the divine vengeance seem- 
ed not to have been turdy. Some of diese detesta- 
ble regicides are now in soch a situation, that they 
can be subjected to the sword of the law ; the rest 
are still in the midst of a people whom ttej have 
plunged into an abyss of evils, and for whom fa- 
aune, anarchy, and civil war, are about to prepare 
new calamitiea. Every thing that we see happen ib- 
daces us to consider as not Hr distant the end of 
these wretches, whose madness and atrocities lurve 
filled with terror and indignation all those who re- 
spect the principies of region, morality, and hu- 
manity. The undersigned, therefore, submits to 
tile enlightened judgment and wisdom of your high 
mightinesses, whether it would not be proper to 
enqdoy all the means in your power to prohibit 
from entering your states in Europe, or your colo- 
nies, all those members of the pretended national 
oonventiou, or of the pretended executive council, 
who have directly or indirectly participated in toe 
said crime ; and if they should be discovered and 
arrested, to deliver them up to justice, tJiat they 
may MeTr9 as a lesson and example to mankmd." 
To this memorial the Dutch government declined 
any reply. 

General Dampierre, an offlccr distingnished hy 
Us conduct and valour, waa now proyimmally ap- 
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pointed to the chief command, and la a short time 
he was enabled to lead his troops with confidence 
into action. A variety of partial, though sharp and 
bloody engagementi, took place between the two 
armies, in which no decisive advantage was gained. 
On the eighth of May, general Dampierre advanced 
in person to dislodge a large body of the enemy, 
posted near the wood of Vicoigue ; but, exposing 
himself to the enemy's fire, his thigh was carried off 
by a cannon ball, and he died the following dav. 
'In this action the English troops were engaged m 
the field for the first time in this war, and behaved* 
with intrepidity ; but, by the inexperience of the 
duke of York, their commander, being ordered to 
the attack of a strong post in the wood, where they 
were exposed to the fire of some masked batteries, 
they sunered much. The siege of Valencienneeh^ 
ing contemplated, it was determined by the allies to 
attempt an attack upon the fortUled camp of F^ 
man, which protected and covered that important 
fortress, Ck>nde being already invested. At day- 
break, on the twenty-third of May, the British and 
Hanoverians under their royal commander, and the 
'Auttrians and German auxiliaries under th^ prince 
of Cobourg and general Clalrfeit, made a jomt as- 
sault upon the advanced posts of the French. The 
French were worsted, and in the course of tha 
night, they abandoned their camp, retreating to. 
wards Bouchain and Cambray. This success en. 
ablod the allies to lay siege to Yidenciennes. On 
the first of June general Cnstine arrived to take the 
command of the armies of the North and the Ar- 
dennes ; but he was not able te render effectual re- 
lief to that fortress. Hie trenches were opened on 
the fourteenth of that montii, and about the begin- 
ning of July, the besiegers had brought two ban* 
dred pieces of heavy artillery to play upon it. 
Mines and counter-mines innumerable were formed 
also in the course of this siege, both by the assail- 
ants and the garrison ; and manv fierce subterraF. 
nean conflicts were carried on with varioos success. 
On the night of the twenty-fifth of Julv, howevcnr, 
those under the glacis and bom-work of the fortress 
were sprung on the part of the besiegers, with 
complete success, and the EngUsh and Anstrians 
seised the favound>le moment for attacking the cov- 
ered way, of which they made thoaselves masters. 
On the next day the place surrendered, and the 
duke of York took poeseasion of it, in behalf of tfia 
emperor of Germanv. Nearly at the same tun« 
the garrison of Conde yielded tbenuelves prisoners 
of war, after enduring all the rigours of famine ; 
and Menta submitted, after a long and resolute re- 
sistance, to the arms of Prusi<ia. 

On toe eighth of August the Frendi were driven 
from the strong position known hy the name of 
Casar's Camp, near the Scheldt; after which a 
council of war was held, wkierein it was determined 
that the British, Hanoverians, Duteh and Hessians, 
should form a distinct army, not dependent upon 
the cooperation of the Anstrians. This was strong- 
ly opposed by the prince of Cobourg and general 
Clairfait : the British army, however, conductedThy 
the duke of York, immediately decamped, and on 
the eighteenth of August, arrived in the vicinity of 
Menin, where some severe contests took place, and 
the post of Lincelles, lost by the Duteh, was recov- 
ered at the point of the bayonet, with a signal itis- 
play of spintand intrepidity, by the English, though 
very inferior in force, led on by general Sir John 
Lake. His royal highness then moved towards Dun- 
kirk, and opened trenches before that fortress on 
the twenty-fourth. Haring entertained a secret 
corresnondence with the governor, O'Moran, tha 
duke flattered himself with obtaining speedy pos- 
session of the place : that officer, however, had been 
removed, and the duke lost so much time, from the 
delay in the arrival of the heavv artillery, and the 
want of the early co-operation of a naval force, that 
the French were enabled to make great prepara* 
tions for the defence, before any pro|nreM had b<ten 
made ; ud the duke found himself obliged to raise tha 
siege, leaving behind him his battering cannon, and 
a large quantity of ammunition. On tlie other side, 
general Clairfait invested the town of Quesnoy ; and 
the prince of Cobourg, who commanded the cover- 
ing army, havto^ defeated a body of troops which 
had been sent to its relief, the place surrendeied on 
the eleventh of September. The Anstrians then 
laid siege to Manbeuge ; but toe French, under gen- 
eral Jourdan, attacked them in their trenches on 
liie fifteenth of October, and, after aoataininf a 
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noMt loMy f»rocd tham to raice ihm ciege. V 
uciinions'trere afterwards made by the Freooh Into 
Maririme Flaaden, bat, tiaable to ettablidli a foot^ 
iog thevM they were compelled, once more, to re^ 
tire witfam their own Arentier. In the ooone of tlie 
vear, Pondicherry, and all the French aettlemento 
m the east, were rodaced by the Biitiab ama ; and 
the iaiand of Tobago, in the West Indtoa, bealdea 
feme other poMeaaiona of leaa impectanee, were 
alio taken from the enemy. 

INSURRECTION OF ROYAUSTS IN BRIT- 
TANY AND POITOU. 

Te eflbct the anbrenien of the republican g0T> 
emment in France, it waa propoaed to esidto, by 
a bold and nmnltaneona eflort, the royaliat party, 
who lay conoealed in different parte of the conntry, 
bnt chiefly in die 'anoient nroTincea of Brittany 
and Poiton, now tanned Im Vend^ and La Lobe. 
Notwithatanding the aerere de c re e a of the oenven- 
tion, inunenae nnmben of emigranta bad ae catet ly 
repaired tbither in the winter of 1701, and the HeC- 
nitv d ^eae dejpartmente to tiM aea albrded crery 
Ihfcfiity for recetving aqppUea of arma, anunvnition, 
and money from Great Britain. The diatnrbanoaain 
theae departmentM^are at iint oonaideiedfby die con, 
vention, aa arising from the dialike of die pepnlaoe to 
die new mode which had been adopted for recruiting 
die army ; hot before the end of March the inaor- 

Kte were foimidaUe, and appeared to be organ- 
L by prertoas arrangement. They profeaaed to 
act by the andwrity oflfonaienr, the brother of die 
king, who bad aaavmed the dtle of regent. On the 
twentv-4hiTd of March the oonrention was infonned 
diat the inanrgente had made themseWea maaters 
of the dbtrioto of Cholet, Montaigne, and Cliason, 
•nd had defeated general Marce, who had been 
aent to qnell them. The city of Nantea waa be> 
aieged by diem, and the number of royaiiata en* 
camped before that city waa estimated at not leaa 
dian forty thonaand. Uk the beginning of April, 
general Bermyere waa appointed to command 
against the inanrgente ; bnt. notwithstanding aU the 
exertions which die French reroluttonary gorem- 
ment coold make, thev had poaaeaaed themielrea, 
before the end of April, of more than fifty leagnes 
•f the conntvy, had defeated the rapabUeana in two 
•ngaffemente, and taken a great number ef prison- 
era, with an immense qnand^ of artillery and mili- 
tary stores. 

THB CONVENTION DECLARES WAR WITH 
SPAIN— PARTIES IN FRANCE-DEATH 
• OF MARAT. 

On the seventh of March the oonTsntion jiassrd 
a decree of war against his mnjaaty the king of 
Spain, one canse of which waa stated to be the 
■eal of tliat eonrt in behalf of Louis. Brer since the 
depoaitian ef that iU-fated monarch, two powerfti] 
partiea, the Gironde and the Mountain, had dirided 
die convention. Brissot, Potion, Yergnianx, and 
dieir aaaodates, almoat all diadngaished by their 
talento, formed the party of the Gironde. Repob- 
Hcana in principle, they had contribated to weaken 
the coosdtational throne, bat they had taken no 
acdve part in ite OTorthrow. The rerolutioniate at 
die tenth of Angust, Danten, Robespierre, Chahet, 
Barbarooz, Fabre d'Bglantine, Contfaon, and CoUot 
d'Herbois, assumed the name of the Mountafaa, and 
aspired to gorem the republic that had been found- 
ed on the ruins of die thione. In the month of 
March the rerolndenarjr tribunal waa eatabSahed, 
to take cogniaanee of all odhncea ag^nat the aafoty 
of the atoto, and to be fixed in Paria : the judges 
were to be chosen by the oouTention, and the jury 
from die commune of Paria : ite aentonoea against 
persons absent were to have the aame effect aa if 
they were presant, and from ite dedaien there waa 
no appeal. On the aevendi of April a committee 
of public safety was instituted by the oonTendon, 
lUTested with almost unlimited power— a power 
which was soon abused to die worst of purpoeee, 
and laid the foundation of a tyranny the moat san- 
guinary and atrocious the world had erer witnessed. 
The defection of Dumouries contributed in no sasall 
degree to the orerthrow of the Gironde party, and 
die destrucdon of the members of the Bouibon 
foarily reaaaining in the rower of the republicans. 
On the aerendk of Apriltt waa decreed by the 



rention that aU «he memban of that fomfly'ahenad 
be detained aa hoetagea for dw aafety of Ae anueC* 
ed deputies, and that audi of them aa were not al> 
ready in the Temple ahoold be remored to Mar- 
seiBes: the ci-devant duke of Orleana, ttongh a 
member of the convention, was in<inded in this de> 
cree. A considerable part of the month of April 
waa spent in discussing and digeating the dedam* 
tion of righte, which waa to serve as a prefooe to ihm 
new conadtation. On the tenth of May Um cenrmh- 
don decreed the first article of dto new conatitotian; 
▼ia. ** the Aench republic ia one and iadiviaiUe.'* 
In the mean time, the diviaiona which had ae tone 
aufaaistod between theae two partiea approaclied 
rapidly to open and avowed hoatOity. The Monn* 
tarn party hadaecured the attachment of the popi^ 
lace of Paris, and the Jacobin dub^ of which Marat 
waa preaident, had become devoted to tliia foction. 
Even the virtuea <tf the Girondiate tended to aced»- 
rate thehr ruin ; their humane attempt to save daa 
life of the devoted Louia being urged against them 
as an unpaidonable crime, and as manifeating a 
culpable mdifferenoe to the cause of freedom. On 
the fifteendi of April a petition was p r es ent ed bj 
the commanea of toe for^-eight aections of Paria, 
at die bar of dm convention, demanding that twenty 
two of the deputiea of the Gironde party should be 
impeached. Tbia ^artv, however, continued to have 
a preponderance m the convention ; and Mara^ a. 
ihnoua leader ef the Mountain party, having put 
his signature to apraer of the moat sanguinary ten> 
dency, waa accused oy die convention, and c omndt - 
ted to the Abber prison ; but such waa hia influence 
orer the people, whose paasions were continuany 
excited by hia inflammatory publioationa, that in a 
few days he was acquitted by a jury, and returned 
to die hall of the convention in triom^. At length, 
en the uMrning of the thirty-lint of May, the oem- 
motton every where visible throughout the capital 
denoted an approaching crisis : Uenriot, the coaa- 
mender of the natienal guard, a man eiUirely de- 
Toted to Robeapierre, instead of taking the proper 
meaaurea for the protection of die convention, waa 
a party ia the plot againat it, and many of die re- 
pieaentetiTea were alarmed for tha&r own aafety. 
After the tmnalt had contli^aed a oonaiderabletima^ 
a deputatioa from die roTolationary rewimittaee 
appeared at the bar, and demanded die iannediato 
Buppraaaton of the commiaaton of twelre, whidb had 
been nominated on purpoae to restrain anarchy ; a 
revoluttonary army of aana>cnlottes ; a decree of 
aoousation against twenty-two Gironde deputiea; 
and a dimination in the price of bread. They alao 
inaisted that eertain deputies ahonld be despatched 
to the aobtb, to put a atop to the oounter-revoln- 
tion that preraued there : and they at the aame 
tiflM auggested die arreat of Claviere, the ministar 
of poblio oontributiona, and of Le Bran, the ministar 
of foreign aflhin ; but the conTention atill refisaed 
to sacnDce the victima demanded by the conapira- 
tora. This, howemr, waa die iaat effort ; for, two 
daya afterwards, the l^pwlatar^ finding itself be- 
aieged andhnpriaoned iniis own haU, waa at length 
tottniidated into compliance, and not only decreed 
the anreat of all the obnoxioua deputies, thirty-six 
in number, but proscribed those who endeavoured 
to avoid death by flight. The Taaqniahed party had 
wlahed for a republican fonn of government fonded 
on the immutable basis of virtue: the triumphant 
foodon, en the contrary, conceding to popular opia- 
iona. stQl maintained all the foams of a couBaaoa- 
wealtii, but, under the reil of liberty, introdneed 
the moat torriUe despotism ; . and, altheo^ they 
immediatoly drew up a new uid seduedve • 
tion, they contrived tosuapend ailiteT 

Theae outrageo againat Ihnx deputiea 
aeveral dqnrtmente. The city of Caen 
not to acknowledge the convention, or receive any 
of ite decrees, unm the imprisoned 
restored to their fonottons. The 
Calvadoa, the Rhone, and the Loire.' alao 
their determinatton to diaown the eonvention ; and 
the.firat of theae actually impriaoned three of the 
Jacobin deputies, who hiad been sent diither wi& a 
riew ef propagating their tenete, and aupportmg 
their cause. At diis critical moment, too, a com- 
ptoto coaator««evolut»on took place at Lyoaa : Mar- 
aeillea was thraateaed with commotiona ; Tbnlon 
exhibitod amnifoat aymptoma jxt diaaffiwtion ; 
the cause of the Mountain for a moment 
deaiperato. Several ef the nrapcribad 
having escaped frem thair iwnfiaeiaen^ new 



GEOxlGB IIL 1700— 182a 



241 



Mjlum at Nantes, Rennes, Bonrdcanx, Caen, 
asd Brreiuc. Otben, abandonine an aaaemUy in 
which cruelty and injostica preponderated, fled 
from Paris and joined them, and a general insur- 
rection of tibe provincee aaalnat 'the capital waa 
immediately a^preed upon. Ifany of the citiee no- 
minated commumonera for the purpose of concert- 
ing with the depaties from the districts, relatire to 
the measures which the present critical state of 
aflUrs seemed to rendnr necessary. Snocours of 
men and of money were promised by all; and the 
arcbires of the capital of tne Gironde, in which the 
moat lealons of their partixans resided, are said to 
have contained decrees of adhesion and sapport on 
the part of seventy-two departments ; but after the 
passions of the people had sobsided, few could be 
prevailed upon to embark in so desperate a cause ; 
and a civil war soon began to appeal^ odious and 
impolitie. 

wimpflen, the gallant defender of ThionviUe, 
bad been chosen as their leader, and De Paisaye 
was appointed adjutant-general. Conscious that 
the success of their plan depended chiefly on the 
celerity of their motions, Ute Uirondists wished the 
troops to begin theirmarch immediately, and eren 
proposed to advance to the capital, where they 
anew that their friends were both nnmerous and 
formidable, at the head of the Britons and Nor- 
mans alone ; but the general, insisting on the ad- 
Tantages likely to ensue from a delay that would 
enable him to increase the number of their parti- 
ians, contented himself with dispersing proclama- 
tions ; and, on being summoned to give an account 
of his conduct by the faction that had assumed the 
feigns of government, he replied, that ha would 
disclose his motives and intentiona at the head of 
aixty thousand men. 

On being pressed to advance directly to Paris, 
withont waitmg for the arrival of the departmental 
forces, Wimpflen at length marched towards Yei^ 
non, at the nead of a small body of troops. The 
Jacobins, who had assembled some forces in that 
town, immediately sallied forth, and received them 
with a discharge of artillery, llio whole of the in- 
surgents betook themselves to flight, excfl|pt a sin* 
gle battalion of four hundred men from Fmbterre, 
which, on seeing itself abandoned, retired in good 
•zder to Evreoz, when the fugitives at length ral- 



lied. Wimpffen and De Pnisayo concealed 
selres ; the proscribed representatives betook them- 
selres to flight ; some perished bv the gidHotine ; 
others by fatigue and famine ; while the victorioua 
party stained their triumph by a series of cruelty, 
ugustice, and bloodshed. 

An insurrection broke out at Lyons, and a con- 
gress of the department was convoked at thai city, 
in which it was resolyed to march a force for this 
reduction of Paris; the Mountain party was de- 
dared to be outlawed ; and the provisions destined 
for the armies were intercepted. The cities of 
Marseilles and Toulon followed the example of 
Lyons, and entered into that famdiu confederacy 
for dissolving the conTention, which has since been 
distinguished by the name of Federalism. On the 
twelfth of July the Marseillois issued a manifssto to 
the French nation, in which they declared that tho 
situation of Paris was equivalent to the declaration 
of war against the whole repuUic ; and they urged 
the people to join their standard, and assist in re- 
dncoig the faction which had usurped the powers 
'* of the republic. On the eighth of July the com- 
mittee of public safety produced its report oon- 
cemiag the imprisoned deputies of the convention : 
it charged Brissot, Petion, and some others, widi 
being mo constant &TonreTs of royalty ; it alleged 
that they had conspired to place a new monarch on 
the throne, some of them in the person of Louis 
Oapet, and others in that of the duke of York ; 
Petion was accused of having sigxied the order, on 
the tenth of August, to fire on the people from die 
ThuiUeries; and Roland was accused in general 
terms of persecuting the republicans. On tfiese 
charges the convention declared those who had 
fled from tiie decree of arrest traitors to tiieir 
country, and they were put out of the protection of 
the law. These outrageous proceedings, on the 
part of the Mountain junto, produced a reaction, 
which, in one memorable instance, was fatal tp ona 
of the most violent of these incendiaries. A fe^ 
male, of the name of Charlotte Cord^, enthusiasti- 
cally attached to the Gironde party, proceeded 
fr'om Caen, in Normandy, to assassinate Marat,— 
which she eflfected at the expense of her own mto.- 
Marat was proclaimed a martyr, and bis death or- 
dered to be lunented as an irreparable loss to tha 
republic. 
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CHAPTER XXVL 



Hefyrm SaeietUs <» Great ^HJ^JW^-J-f** g-^jO^ 
BtUmaima—Frmuh AiMrM— Trial and JSxteuiia» 9f Qmeen^ Maru AnMmtte^ne J*9ri and FUn 

iortTtaBseruii tk€ Fremeh ArmUe—OperatUms k the Frontitrt of France—Meeting •fParUamemt 

CSgmantatiaH •/ tkel^ am4Nav9-:Metian J««?jKiiLS:^'1f5^^ 

Sat>i2uM amd SuMoiulam ef the Habeas OoTvue—State TriaU^Fvretgn Troope taaOca fft the Itte 

IlSrStonl SJJ^» nSrJ-oSJ?;^^ AcM^vemente^Oofptwre of MariMfue, St. Lucia, aad 
aaa4alaufe^L9$9 oftke tafTcr— itcfuMllMw *> 8t, Demimio. 



REFORM SOGIBTIBS IN GREAT BRITAIN— 
EDINBURGH CONVENTION— SBGRBTART 
AND TWO MEMBERS TRANSPORTED. 

ClOCIETIES for pranodiif a nCnrm in the hoiMe 
Q of commoiw were, at thia period, extremely ac- 
me throufbout ttio ungdem. In Scotland a party 
aealoitt tn refortti had pnyeeted what they termed 
a National GonTention ; and in October 170S, a 
meeting wae held in Edinbnrgh, which was attend- 
ed by delegatee from the Umdon Oorrespondiog 
Society, and tnm other eodetiee of the tame de- 
acription in diflerent parti of Enffland and Ireland. 
The London Corresponding Sooety restricted its 
delegates to the obtaining by lawful means, vnirer- 
aal suflTrage and annual parliaments; but it in- 
atmcted them,, at the same timeT to enforce the 
dnty of the people to resist any act of the legisla- 
ture repugnant to the original prindplas of the 
oonstitntion. The Edinburgh ConTendon foolishly 
ado|Hed all the forms, names, and proceedingf of 
ttie French Jacobin Clubs, with such diffsrence and 
omissions only as their pecnlisr drcuiDStances ren- 
dered necessary. The members hailed each other 
by the republican denomination of Gitixen ; they 
dirided tiiemselfes into sections ; appointed com* 
mittees of organi^tion, of instruction, of finance, 
of secracT, and of emergency ; called their meet- 
ings sittmgs ; granted honours of sittings ; and 
dated their proceedings in the first year of the 
British ConTention, one and indiTirible. They, at 
first, assumed the disttncdre appellation m the 
' General ConTention of the Frienos of the People/ 
but tiiey afterwards tool^ the name of the ' British 
ConrentioB of the Delejrates of the People,' asso- 
« dated to obtain uniTersaf snffVage and annual par- 
liaments ; they adopted means for assembling the 
delegates, at any tioM when it should be deemed 
noceseary for tfie societies to act, in consequence of 
any measures of precaution or coercion which the 
foremment might adopt ; and they were fully pre- 
pared to carry their doctrine of reristance into ef- 
iwt. When they were thus emboldened, by their 
increased nnmlMrs, openly to arow their designs, 
the goretnment thought it time to interrupt their 
proceedings. On the fifth and sixth of December 
the magistrates ai Edinburgh repaired to two of the 
places of meeting, whore they seised tiie papers, 
and took the secretary and some of the leading 
members Into custody. Three of these were after- 
wards brought to trial, William SUrring, the se- 
cretary, and two of the delegates fkom the London 
Corresponding Society, Maurice Margaret, and 
Joeeph Gerald, before the High Court of Justiciary 
In Seotfand, and, being aU found gnOty, they 
were sentenced to be transported lor fourteen 



FRENCH AFFAIRS— TRIAL AND EXBCVTIOir 
OF THE QUEEN. 

The mountain partr were now become tfie sole 
mlers of France. TUs dreadful despotJsm was 
composed of two councils, one ef which was deno- 
minated the * Committee of Public Safety/ the 
other the ' Committee of General Safety.' The 
members ought to hare been renewed erery month ; 
but the conrention had intrusted these committees 
with the power of imprisoning and judging ita 
members, and therefore no deputy was hardy 
enough to propose a renewal of thsse committees. 

The prerailing faction now proceeded to atroci- 
ties of which no former despotism alTorded an ex- 
ample : its object appeared to be the exte rmin a tio n 
of all that was great and ralnable in society : it at- 
tempted to reduce the community to one lerel — to 
degrade, that it might the mora sererelj tyranniae 
orer, its victims : eren moderation itseli became a 
crime to be expiated only by death, and rirtne re* 
ceired the reward due to atrocioos crimes. If Uie 
fkther alfbrded any support to his exiled son, if the 
daughter wrote to her mother from her dungeon, 
die roTolutionary tribunal doomed them to the 
scaiTold. The external profession of the ChristiaB 
religion was abolished by public decree^ and an at* 
tempt was made to snbsatute for Christianity a aort 
of metaphysical paganism. Those ecdesiastics who 
had seats in the conrention publicly alijured their 
creed, and were not ashamed to dedara that they 
had hitherto decdyed the world : the archbishop 
and clergy of Paris renounced the Christian re- 
ligion, declarinff that they owned no temple but 
the sanctuary of the laws, no God but Liberty, no 
gospel but too constittttiaai : the revolutionary tii- 
onnisl condemned, without distinction and without 
inquiry, all the Tictims whom the tyrants marked 
out for destruction : proscriptions daily increased, 
and France was filled with accusers, prisons, and 
execntionen. The number of persons who 
ed, during diis reign of terror, cannot be 
tained by any authentic documents ; butthe jmsons 
were filled and emptied witfi a horrid rapidity, and 
the scaffolds flowea daily with blood. The most dis. 
tioguished victim was the ill-fated queen Marie 
Antoinette. On the first of August she was sud- 
denly remored to the prison of the Condergeiie, 
where she was treated as the meanest criadnal ; 
and, on the fifteenth of October, she appeared be- 
fore the tribunal to take her trial, or, to speak move 
correctly, to hear her doom pronounced. The act 
of acrasation consisted of several charges, the prin- 
cipal of which suted that she had directed her views 
to a counter-revolution. One of the moot singular 
of them was, that, in conjunction with ^ Girande 
faction, she induced the king and the assembly tn 
I declare war against Austria, contrary to 
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of fomd pottey and the pnfaUe weUlv* ; 
lot die Iwt charge was tne moat infaaoae, and the 
noat incredible, vis. that, like Agrippina, she had 
held an incestooas com m erce with her own aon. 
The nnfortonate Marie Antoinette heard the aocn- 
•ation with calnmeae, and, aa the oontinaod lilent, 
the preaident called apon her for a reply, when 
with great dignity ahe anewered, " 1 held my 
peace, becaue Nature forbids a modier to repW to 
•och a charge ; bat, since I am oompdied to it, 1 
appeal to all the mothers who hear me whether It 
be possible." Not aoa of the charges was pTored ; 
but, after consnlting for aboot an hour, me Jury 
found her guilty' of ue whole. With an onchanged 
countenance she heard the s en feng e ef death pro- 
nounced, and left the hall witfaont nttaiing a single 
word— withoat addressing herself eitber to her 
judges or the audien c e. On the succeeding day, the 
Ifkh, at aboat eleren o'ckx^ die was taken to ezeen- 
tion in the same '*»■*«»— as tiie other Tlctintf of 
this dreadftil tribunal : she ascended the scaflbld 
with a fiim and unhesitating step, and her bebavi- 
our at the awful moment m dissolation was decent 
and composed. Her bodv was interned Uke that (rf 
her husMsd, in a glare filled with quIek-Ume. 

PORT AND FLEET OPTOUJUON SURRENDER 
TO THE BRITISH. 

Tbb people of Toulon, and the Fkench Tioe«ad- 
mind tVugoff, entered into a negotiation with the 
British adminl, lord Hood, who then commanded 
in the Mediterranean, for the dellTery of die port 
and fleet into the hands of the English, in trust for 
Louis the serenteenth— a negotmtlon was com- 
pleted, and on the tweniy-third of August a bodjr of 
men were Isoded fnm the Enaliah oeet, who im- 
mediateiv took posseukm of Fort Malgue, by 
means of a detaclunent under captain Elpunstone, 
■s well as of the batteries at the mouth of the har- 
bour. The French ships were warped into the 
inner road, as stipulated; and, the Spanish admiral 
baring joined the British, the oouftbmed squadnms 
aaclMml in the outer road ; alter which one thoi»> 
sand Spaniards were sent on shore to auament the 
English garrison ; rear-admiral Oeodall was de- 
clared gOTcmor, and rear<adBniral Orarina com- 
mandant of the troops. The conditien on which 
tibis Tahiable arsenal was put into the hands of a 
British admiral was, that it was enlv to be con- 
sidered as a deposit to be prssenred for dM use of 
the French Una» Louis the serenteentt, the inha- 
bitants of Toulon declaring their intention of re- 
jecting the consdtution peoposed by the conren- 
tion, and of adhering to that decreed by the con- 
atitnentaasamblyof 1700. It waa ftirther stipulated, 
that, when peaoe ahould be re-eatabUsbed In 
France, the anips and forta which ahould be put 
Into the handa of the Engllab, ahould be restor- 
ed to the French nation In the aame atate as when 
they were delirered. The Enghah immediately 

eaced Toulon hi a state of defence : the a4jacent 
Us were crowned with redoubti ; a new fart was 
coaatructed at MaUwusquet ; encampments were 
formed at St Rocb, at Equillete, and at Balagnier, 
the laat of which waa termed Litde Oforaltar by the 
French. A detachment fnm the Spanlah army in 
the Buniaalllen, two thouaand Sicilian troopa, un- 
der brigadier-generBl Pignatelli, and a detachment 
firom the army of the king of Sardinia, were sent 
to icinfofoe the garrison. 

TOULON EYACUATED. 

In Norember, General Dagohert was appointed 
eomnmnder^n-chief of die besieging army: and 
Napoleon Buona|mrte, a nadre of Corrica, then a 
fubalteni in the artillery, fagr his able conduct in the 
siege, laid the foundation of diat mHitarY Ikme and 
power, whidh afterwards intimidated and opprftesed 
the greater port of centiaeatal Europe. About this 
period, lieuten«nt>general O'Hara arrired at Ton- 
Ihi» aa goremor and camrnandeMn-chief. He de- 
tennined to destroy the new works, termed the 
Genvention Battery, and to bring off the artillery ; 
and accordingly sent a detachment under the oom- 
amnd of awJoMeneral David Dnndas, who, not- 
Vithstandiag oemdderable difficulties, surprised the 
ludoubt, and fully eflbcted all die olQecti of the 
saBy; but die troops, flushed withTictory, rushed 
forward, and descended the hill after die enemy, 
hot were obliged in their turn to radre widi pred- 
~ O'Hara, on this oeeasion, recelT- 
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ed a wound in die arm, and was taken prisoner 
with serend other ofl&cers, who feU into the hands 
of the enemT— whose force amounted to nearly 
forty dkonsand men. On the other hand, the allied 
troops, composed of flre different nations and lan- 
guages, nerer exceeded twelre thousand rank and 
lie. With these, now gready diminished by deadi 
and disease, a eireumferenco of fifteen miles, liar 
die defenoe of the town and harbour, was to be oc- 
cupied and defended by mrtms of eight principal 
and sereral Intermediato posts, which alone requir- 
ed nearly nine thousand men. The Frimch opened 
two new batteries on Port MtilgraTe, and stormed 
the fortification by that side wUch was defended by 
the Spaniards. Anodier attack took place on ^ 
the posts of Mount Faron, that oferlooks Toulon, 
which they occupied. 

As the enemy now commanded die town, as well 
as some of dm ships, by their shot and snells, it 
became necessary that a retreat should take place 
as speedily as possible. Lord Hood accoxdmsly 
gave orders for die boati of the fleet to assenmla 
by eleven o'cloek near Fort Malgne for that pur* 
poM. He had also aetded a plan for destroying all 
the French men of war and tne arsenal. lliat sei^ 
Hoe was entrusted to Sir Sidney Smith, who, on 
entering die do<A-yard, found that the artiAcen 
had alrradr substituted the three-coloured oockada 
for the white one, and that about six-hundred gal- 
ley sluTes, "vriio had broken their fetters, wotild 
haTo made a determined resistance, had he not 
pointed the guns of two ressels, to keep them in 
awe. After this he set fire to ten ships of the BnOj 
to the arsenal, to the mastJiouse, to the great 
atorehonae, and odier bnildinga ; but the calmneaa 
of the oTening prerented much of the elTect exi- 
pected f^m the conflagration. In the mean time, 
the Spaniarda, instead ot scuttling and sinking, set 
fire to die powder^hips, and they, as well as the 
Enghsh, were foiled m the attempt of cutting thn 
boinn, and destroying the men of war in the basin, 
in oonseqnence of repeated Tolleys of musketry 
from die flag-ship and the wall of the royal battery : 
the Hero and Ihemistodea were, howerer, set on 
fire, and the party left tm tiiis purpose, after a 
most desperate serrice, elTected their retreaL By 
dayHi^t next morning all the British, Spanish, and 
Sicilian ships, crowded with the unfortunate inhi^ 
bitanto, were out of die reach of the enemy's ven- 

gance. Admiral IVugoflT, on board the Commerce 
Mazaeilles, with the Puissant and Pompee, two 
other ships of the line, and the Pearl, Arethusa. 
and Topase frigates, with seyeral correttes, joined 
the BngHsh fleet, with wliich lord Hood proceeded 
to Hieres Bay, and there he landed the men, wo> 
men, and children. Of thirty-one ships .of die line 
which the EbgUsh fodnd at Tonlon, thirteen were 
left behind, nine were burnt there, one at Leghorn, 
and four lord Hood had proTioosiy sent away to 
die French ports of Brest and Rochforty with firo 
thousand republican aeamen. Britain therefore 
obtained only three ah^ of the line and fire fri. 
gates, which were all that the admiral was able to 
takeoC 

Thus Tonlon was re s t o re d to nranoe. Hete,as well 
as at Marseffles and Lyons, the most cruel punish- 
ments were inflicted on the rojwiists; and the 
conquerors sullied their rictory by a terrible and 
indiscriminate carnage: workmen were actually 
InTited from all the ueigfabonring departraenis to 
deatroy the principal houses — the population be- 
came Tisibly decreased by the daily butchery that 
took place--die name of Port 'de la MontaUfne waa 
substituted for that of Toulon — and a grand fostL^ 
ral decreed in honour of die French army 

FRENCH CALENDARr-BXTRAORDINARY 
EFFORTS TO RECRUIT THE ARMIES- 
OPERATIONS ON THE FRONTIERS. 

Tea focdon fan power at this period, being deshr- 
ooa of effecting the atralidon of Christian observan- 
ces, the conrention decreed a new calendar, by 
which the year was dirided into twelre mouths, of 
tbirty days each, with five intercalary days, which 
were dedicate^ to national festirities : each month 
was dirided into decades, and the day of rest was 
appointed for erery tenth day, instead of erery 
seven du 

All Frenchmen were now declared, by a solemn 
decree of the couTeniion, to be at the senrioe of 
their country, until its enemies should he chased 
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from tha territoriet of the ropablic. To supply the 
wants of tho immense armiea now about to be ool« 
lected from aH qnarters, measnres of a new and ex- 
traordinary kind were adopted. Assignats were 
not only fabricated and expended in immense 
qoantities, bnt when this resource began to fiuU, re- 
Tolntioiiary taxes were imposed. Hm system of re- 
quisition was at length recurred to. and all the 
necessaries of life api»ertaining to daiens in easy 
drcnnstances were seised upon in the name of the 
repnbUc, and tot the support of its troops ; while 
the great cities were crowded with maniifactures of 
saltpetre, the towns were conrerted into foundries, 
and the ancient palaces metamorphosed faito arse- 
nals. At the very moment that the idea of a na- 
tion's rising en masse was ridiculed throughout Eu- 
rope, the convention, on the proposition of the com- 
mittee of public safety, had eitner augmented or 
created eleven distinct armies, which seemed to 
form a chain roimd the frontiers of France. All 
the unmarried males, from eighteen to forty years 
of age, were put iu permanent requin&on, and a 
draught of three hundred thousand made at one 
time. These immense resources enabled them to 
strengthen and new-model the army of the north, 
extending from Dunkirk to Manbeuge ; that of the 
Ardennes, reaching from Maubcuge to Longwy ; 
that ef the MoseUe, from Longwy to Bitche ; tliat 
of the Rhine, from Bitche to Porentrui; that of the 
Alps, frojn the Aisne to the borders of the Var; 
^at of Italy, from the MariUme Alps to the mouth 
of the Rhone; tho army of the Oriental Pyrenees, 
from the mouth of the Rhone to the Garonne ; the 
army of the Western Pyrenees, from the depart- 
ment of the Upper Prrenees to the mouth of the 
Gironde t the army of the coast of RocheUe, firom 
the mondt of the Gironde to that of the Loire; the 
army of tho coasts of Brest, from the mouth of the 
Loire to St. Haloes ; and, lastly, that of the coasts 
of Cherbourg, from St. Maloes to the northern de- 
partment. 

The allies under the duke of Brunswick and gen- 
eral Wurmser were for some time Tictorions on the 
banks of the Rhine, but in November the French 
Mad become so much superior in number that they 
were always able to out-flank their opponents. 
Wurmser, foiled in an attempt to gain possession of 
Strasbarg, retired to Haguenau, where the French, 
after repeated attacks, obliged the Austrians to re- 
tire across the Rhine. The Prussians afterwards 
relinquished the siege of Landau, and the duke ef 
Brunswick went into winter quarters at Mentz. 
On the Spanish border various actions took place 
between the troops of Spain and France, in whicr 
the former were snccessfal ; but the war in th; 

?narter was of very subordinate importance. In' 
taly the county of Nice wa<i tho scene of some ac- 
tions between the Sardinian and French troops, 
which were generally favourable to the former ; 
Genoa, which had manifested a disposition to take 
part with the French, was overawed by ttie English 
fleet ; and tlie duke of Tu9cany was induced, by the 
representations of the British minister to declare 
against France. 

MEETING OF PARLIAMENT. 

17M.— PAaLiAHBNT assomblod on the twenty-first 
of January, 17M. The king, in his speech, having 
mentioned the advantages obtained by the arms of 
the confederate powers, added, that tho circnm- 
stinces by which their further progress had been 
impeded not only proved the necessity of vigour 
and perseverance, out confirmed the expectatiou of 
ultimate success. Their enemies had derived the 
means of temporary exertion from a system which 
had enabled them to dispose arbitrarily of tho lives 
and property of a numerous people ; hot t^ese ef- 
forts, productive as they had oeen of internal dis- 
content and confusion, tended rapidly to exhaust 
tho national and real strength of tne country. He 
regretted the necessity of continuing the war; but 
he thought he should ill consult the essential inter- 
ests of Us people if he desired peace on any grounds 
exclusive of a due ^irovision for their permanent 
safety, and for the independence and security of 
Europe. An amendment to the address was moved 
by the earl of Guildford, who wished for a speedy ne- 
gotiation, as we had rushed into war without neces- 
sity ; but the doke of Portland justified the war as 
stridy dofonsire, and as necessary for tlie preserva- 
tion of the Christian religion, political and civil liber- 
ty, law, and order. On a divuioD, the address was 



carried by nfaitty-seveB against twelve. In the 

mono the address was moved by lord Clifden, to which 
Fox proposed an amendment, recommending to hhi 
msJesty to tieat for a peace with Prance upon safe 
and honourable terms, without any reference to its 
existing form ef government. After a warm debate, 
which waa protracted to a late hour, the addrees 
was carried by two hundred and seventy-seven 
against fifty-oine. 

AUGMENTATION OF THE ARMY AND NAVT 
—DEMOCRATIC SOCIETIES— SUSPENSION 
OF HABEAS CORPUS ACT. 

Lord Ardin moved for a supply of eigfaty-fire 
tiiousand seamen, indnding twelve tlionsand one hun- 
dred and fifteen mannee. for the service of the pre- 
sent year, and, on the third of the Ibllewing month, 
he further moved that the land forces should consist 
of sixty thousand two hundred and forty four men, 
including three thousand three hundred and ei^ty 
two invalids, both of vHrfch motions were carried. 
/ On the twelfth of May a message was delivered 
pom his majesty to the two houses of parliament, 
referring to the seditions nracticea of democratic 
societies, and intimating the necessity of taking 
measnres for baffling thmr dangerous designs. The 
papers belonging to these dubs were examined by 
a committee of &e commons ; and, in a report sub- 
sequently presented by Pitt, It was affirmed, as the 
result of the inquiry, that the Society for Constito 
tional Information and tiie London Correspondinif 
Society, nnder the pretence of reform, aimed at the 
subvenion of the government; that other associa- 
tions, in dilTorent parts of the kingdom, pursued tha 
same ol^^t; that they had endeavoured to pro- 
note a general convention of the peofrie ; that 
hey had provided arma for the more eilhctnal 
m>secution of tiieir nefiucious pmpusss ; that meet- 
ogs of popular delegates took place at Edin- 
)urgh in 1792, and the following year ; that their 
iproceedings were regulated on the French model; 
vand that, after the dispersion of this convention, 
the two leading societies exerted their efforts 
^to procure a similar meeting in England, which 
should supersede the authority of paruameat. The 
minister, in consequence, proposed that the habeas 
corpus act should be suspended in cases of treason 
~nd sedition. Fox was of opinion chat this stretch 
f power waa not Justified by the evidence whi^ 
been addnoed against the associations; and 
Sheridan deprecated, as unoonsticutional and dan- 
gerous, the grant of an aititrary power of impris- 
onment. Burke, however, felt convinced tiiat tbm 
power in question would not be abused, and that it 
would be attended with salutary effects; and 
Windham advised the strongest measures of eoer- 
don. The bill of suspension was rapidtty enacted ; 
and, after spirited debates, an address was voted, 
promising the strennous co-operation of Oie tWo 
houses with the executive power, for the suppre^ 
sion of all seditious attempts, treasonable coiiffin> 
cies, dec. 
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STATE TRIALS. 

Thi state trials pending at this crisis heightened 
the alarm which universally prevailed. At the Lan- 
caster spring assises this year, Thomas Walker ef 
Manchester, a strenuous advocate for pariiamentary 
reform, at whose house meetings for politicid pur* 
poses trere occasionally hdd, was indicted for con* 
spiring, with nine other persons, to. overturn the 
constitution by force of arms, and to assist the 
French in case of invasion. To establish this charge, 
involving, in its consequences, not only the chane* 
ter, bnt the life of the accused ; the prindpal evi- 
dence adduced was a person of the name of Dunn, 
whose testimony was so contradictory and alwurd, 
that the prosecution was abandoned by the council 
for the crown ; and Walker was honourably acqtait- 
ted, without being put upon his defence, while his 
accuser was committed to prison to take his trial 
for periurv. 

At Edinburgh on the third of September, Robert 
Watt, a government spy, was tried and convicted ef 
high treason. It appeared that he had formed a ro- 
mantic project for sei^dng, by force, upon the castle of 
Edinburgh, as well as upon the persons of the prin- 
dpal judicial and muuidpal officers of that rity, 
together with the bank and the exdse oflke. TUs 
intention he had communicated to several pemona» 
who all refused tu come into bis plans, except JM. 
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Tid Downie, an Illttorata neelymic. That Watt 
bad contptni, to lery war agaifisr the king there 
cottld be no doubt ; but, aa he had not actually 
levied it, it waa contended that hia ofience did not 
come within the legal coastraction of the statnte of 
Bdward the Third. The priaoner, in hia defence, 
aaaerted, and jprodoced lettera in court firooi eecre- 
tarv Dimdaa in sapport of that aatertion, that he 
had been retained aa a f py in the aerrice of gOT- 
emment, and had receiTod money from them for 
his aenricea. The priaoner'a coanael, tl^refore, 
contended that what their client had done waa 
with no other yiew than to arrire more completely 
at the Imowledge of the secreti of those peraona 
whoae conduct he waa to obaerrejand, by appear- 
ing xealous in the same cauae, to corer hia real 
intentions of betraying these counsels, and bring- 
ing to punishment the enemies of their soTereign. 
The iury, howerer, pronounced the prisoner guilty ; 
the judge passed the sentence of death upon him; 
and hfc was consequently executed. Downie was 
also convicted ; but the jury recommended him to 
mercy, which he had the good fortune to obtain. 

The state trials of certain persona, membera of 
the London Corresponding Society, charged .with 
high treason, took place in October, November, 
and December of this year. They strongly exdied 
popular feelings at the time, but proved abortive, 
all those persons havinf been acquitted ; and are 
chiefly remarkable from the drcnmstance of Pitt, the 
prime minister, having been examined as a witness 
on tiie trial of the celebrated John Home Tooke, 
the philologist to prove that the otgects of the 
Currespondmg Society were the same as those of 
ttie meetings for reform, which Pitt himself bad 
promoted and attended in the year 178t, but pur- 
sued by different means ;— on which point of dis- 
tinction Pitt waa in a certain degree contradicted 
by Sheridan, who had attended meotinga of that 
nature in 1783, and waa alao examined upon the 
trial of Home Tooke. That (he jury acted moat 
conadentiously in acquitting the prisoners of the 
charge of high treason there can be no doubt ; but 
had Uiey been tried for a misdemeanor, they would 
probably have been convicted. Their acquittal 
raised the spirits of the disaffected, who openly 
triumphed in the victory they had obtained ; and 
when the proceedings against persons charged with 
political crimes in Franco were compared with 
niese tiials, the comparison could not fail to excite, 
<fai the breast of every honest Briton, the proudest 
feelings of exaltation at the superiority ottho Bri- 
tish laws. 

The trials which bad taken place in Scotland, par- 
ticularly those of Thomas Mnir and the reverend 
Pyscho Palmer, the former a Scotch barrister, and 
the latter a Unitarian preacher at Dundee, who had 
been convicted of sedition in the autumn of 17U3, 
and sentenced to transportation, excited consider 
able alarm among their friends and associates in 
Bngland, and attracted the attention even of some 
members of the British senate, who condemned 
their conduct wbilo they deplored their fate. Se- 
Teral motions were mside upon the subject in the 
house of commons, by Adam a barrister of some 
eminence, implying defects in the Scotch law of se- 
dition, and that the court of justiciary had exceeded 
their power in substituting the ptmishment of 
transportation for that of bamshment ; but all these 
inotiona were negatived, and secretary Dundas 
contended that the Scottish nation was very happy 
under its own laws— that the alterations prop<Med 
would be a violation of the articles of the Union — 
and that the reform really wtmting was to assimi- 
late the English law of sedition, in a certain degree, 
to that of Scotland. 

FOREIGN TROOPS LANDED ON THE ISLE 
OF WIGHT-AUGMENTATION OF THE 
FORCES— VOLUNTARY CONTRIBUTIONS 
—SUPPLY. 

With a view to co-operate with the loyalists in 
Britany and the neighbouring districts, a body of 
Hessian troops in the pay of England, was destined 
' /or this service. When these troops arrived from 
die continent, it was deemed proper to put them 
Into temporary qoarters at Portsmouth, in the Isle 
of Wight, and in other convenient places near the 
coast. Inis circumstance was eomtnonicatcd to 
parliament in a mesaagt from hia magesty, on the 
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twenty^aevenA of March. Aa many similar eaaea 
had occurred at different, perioda, and aa the eaoae 
and necesaity of the meaanre were ao perCeetly ob- 
vioua, it waa concluded that the uanal communica- 
tion of the fact to parliament would be aatialSMtory : 
the opposition, howerer, contended that the mintt- 
ter ought to have moved for a bUl of indemnity j 
and he waa charged with having violated the bill 
of righta and the act of aettlement. Chrey, on the 
tenth of February, moved, aa a resolution of the 
house, *' that to eaploy foreigners in any sanation 
of militBry trust, or to bring foreign troopa into the 
kingdom, without the conaent of parUuaent flrat 
had and obtained, b contrafy to law," which mo- 
tion waa negatived; and the subject was afterwards 
renewed, in both honaea, by propoaitiona for a bill 
of indemnity, but with no better success, ministers 
contending that it would be absurd to pretend to 
indemnify measures which were in themselrce 
justiAable, and not unconatitutkmaL 

On the twenty-aeoond of FM>raary a messag* 
from his majesty was delivered to pariiament^ pur- 
porting that the avowed intentiona of the enemy to 
Invade thia country made an increase of the bind 
forces necessary ; and an address was voted by the 
house, assuring his migestv of their aealoua concur- 
rence in evex^ exertion which became a brave and 
loyal people in the prosecution of thia jnat and ne- 
cessary war. A great augmentation of die mlMtia, 
and an addition of volunteer fencible corps. wer« 
accordingly voted ; and the expedient of soliciting 
Toluntary contributions, by a formal letter written 
by the secretary of state to the lords-Uentenant of 
the several counties, waa snccessfiUly resorted to, 
though strongly opposed aa highly illMal, and con- 
trary to the spirit of the British constitution ; and 
on the twenty-eighth of March, Sheridan moved, 
that it was dangerous and unconstitutional Cnr die 
people of this coontry to make any loan, &g. to th« 
crown, to be used for any public purpose, without 
the previous consent of parliament. The question 
waa considered as one which could be neither uni- 
versally ailirmed nor univeraaU^ denied, and the 
motion was negatived by a conaiderable muority, 
aa waa a simUar one by Lord Lauderdale in the 
house of peers. Very considerable discussion alao 
arose on a bill introduced by Pitt, on the first of 
April, for the encouragement of those who should 
voluntarily enrol themselves, for the feneral de- 
fence of the kingdom during the war ; and on an- 
other, the object of which was to enable Frenchmen 
to enust in his migesty's service on the Continent, 
or, in other words, for employingthe French emi- 
grants in a military capacity. The requisite sup- 
ply for the present* year amounted to nearly twen 
ty million pounds, and the ways and means included 
some new taxes, and a loan of eleven million 
pounds. Persons professing the Roman Catholic 
religion wcro exempted from the customary charge 
of double land-tax. 

M. LA FAYETTE-SUBSIDY TO PRUSSIA. 

General Fitzpatrick moved in the house of 
commons, on the seventeenth of Mtfrch^ for an ad- 
dress to the throne, beseeching his msgesty to in- 
tercede with the court of Berlin in favour of Gene- 
ral la Fayette and his companions. It appeared 
that the king of Prussia, being applied to for the 
release of La Fayette, had answered, that he waa 
not his prisoner alone, but that of the confederate 
powers jointly, and that he could be set at liberty 
only by the consent of all. Pitt denied that La 
Fayette's conduct had ever been friendly to the 
genuine canae of liberty ; he affirmed that the in- 
terference required would be setting up ourselves 
as guardians of the consciences of foreign states ; 
and the motion was negatived by a large muority. 

On the twenty-eighth of April, Dundas delivered 
a message from the king, announcing a treaty of 
subsidy with the king of Prussia, and a^conveution 
with the States-general. Pitt stated tliat hii Proa 
sLan m^esty had agreed to furnish sixty-two thou- 
sand four hundred troops, for which his Britannic 
migesty had agreed to pay him fifty thousand 
pounds per month, one hundred thousand pounds 
per month for forage, toyu hundred thousand pounds 
to put the army in mdtion, and one hundred thou- 
sand pounds on their return ; of the aggregate of 
which sums the States- general were to pay four 
hundred thousand pounds aa their proportioa.— • 
Ovur the troops subsidizud at this expense the di* 
rection and command wuro still veated in the king 
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of Pronla. Tbo morfim of Pitt for the •urn of two 
ailUon ftro hundred tbooMUid poiuidfi, to be reloed 
by wtkj of loon on excbeqaor bills, in addition to 
the sappiieo of tb/o ourent yoor, for tbe purpose 
of msuny good this engae«BMnt, alter being wnrm- 
Ij opposed in erery stage^ oHImntely passed by a 
great m^ority. 

Parliament was prorogued on the elerenth of 
July by a speech from the throne, in which the 
king urged the two houses to peiMTore with in- 
creased Tigonr and exertion in the present arduous 
oontest against a power irreoonoilaDly hostile in its 
principles and apuit to. all regular and established 
go-vemmonts.' 

Various alterations were made in the a&nioistra- 
tion about this time. Bari FUswilUam was declared 
president of the council, in the room of earl Cam^ 
den ; earl Spencer was appointed lord privy seal ; 
the duke of Portland was made third secretary of 
state ; and Windham secretanr at war. Belbre tiie 
dose of the yoftr, lord Fitswiluam was promoted to 
tlie TicoHToyalty of Irdand, in the room of lord 
Westmorland ; and the eart of Mansfield, late lord 
Stormont, and nephew to tiie celebrated chiof-jna- 
tice Mansfteld, lately deceased, snoceeded to the 
p»esidency of the council, fjord Spencer was 
placed at the head of the Admiralty ; and lord Chat- 
ham, brother to the j^remier, who had for some 
yoars ooeupied that nnportant department, was 
made lord priry seal. Ten new peers were also 
created ; and the duke of Portland's serrices were 
still further rewarded with a blue riband, and the 
oliice of Chancellor of the CniTersity of Oxford. 

MILITARY OPERATIONS ON THE CON. 
TINENT. 

Thk rulers of France haTtng at this time acquired 
an absolute dominion orer the persons of its inha- 
bitants, and orer erery thing which it contained, by 
a svstem of teimr, her rulers resolred to extend 
their sway oTor the neighbouring countries, to en- 
large their own boundaries; and to obtain, l^ pltui- 
der, the means of supporting those gigantic efibrts 
which they were thus enabled to maxe, they had 
armed, at the close of the year 1703, nearly a 
mUlion of men, three hundred thousand of wliom 
were employed on ^e northern frontier of the re- 
public. To these the allies had not more than one 
nnndred and fort^ thounnd men to oppose. Be- 
sides the saperiority of nnmbers. the Inrench army 
had the adrantage of being sulgect to a tmity of 
command ; while the allies, composed of different 
nations, were commanded by rarious leaders, who 
were rery <ar from acting with that cordial spirit 
of co-operation which was so essentially necessary, 
not merely to ensure success, but to preyent de- 
feat. The rivalry between Austria and Prussia, 
and the jealousy which each bad eonceired of the 
other, were so visible, that on the sixth of January, 
the duke of Brunswick addressed a letter to the 
kluf^ of Prussia, in which he announced the rerig- 
nation of his command^ stating, as his motlre, 
" the unhappy experience timt want of connection, 
distrust, egotism, and a spirit of cabal, had discon- 
eerted the measoree adopted during the two last 
campaigns f and that " when, instead of the pre. 
Talence of an unanimons sentiment and the same 
principle, each army acts separate and alone, of its 
own accord, without any fixed plan^ without unan- 
imity, and without principles, the consequences are 
such as we hare seen at Dunkirk, at Maubeuge, 
and Landau. Hear enpreserre your mi^esty from 
great misfortunes I" The resignation of tbe duke 
was soon followed by a complaint from the Prussian 
monardi, of the great expense of the war, and a 
proposal that the states or the empire should pro- 
Tide for the subsistence of bis troops ^>a request 
to which that body did not accede. When the em- 
peror desired that the Diet would order the peo- 
ple in the frontier dreles to rise in a mass, the 
court of Berlin strongly opposed the measure, as 
fruitless and dangerous ; the general lery did not 
take place; and the contingents of the German 
princes were deficient. 

The king of Prussia, from tiie disappointment of 
various kinds which ho had experienced, had al- 
ready determined to withdraw himself from the 
confederacy. In the month of February certain 
rommissioners from ttie French republic arrired at 
Frankfort, under the pretext of negotiating for an 
•xcbange of prisoners ; but Oie miffliril disd&ction 



with which they were treated indkatad 
of dillhrent import, and of higher moment, 
marshal MuBendorf sueceeded the duke of 
wick in tbm command of ttie Prussian armj ; and am 
intimation to the prince of Cobonrg, that be had r»- 
.ceired orders from his court to march towards Co- 
logne, was followed on the thirteenth of March, by 
a proclamation addressed to the Geraaan em p i r e, 
announcing UiB Prussian m^esty's actual secession 
from the grand confedeiacy. TUm ruse iPgtmt ap- 
pears tohare fUly answered its intended purpose ; 
as it was almost immediately ibllowed by tne treaty 
of subsidy already mentioned . conlbrmalHy to which, 
the sum of nearly two million pounds was to be 
paid to the court of Bertin, for me serrice of an ar- 
my of sixty-two thousand men, to be commanded 
by an officer of his Prussian mi^Mty's own appoint- 
ment. 

A general council of war was bonreaed at Atii, 
when the pro^tod arrangements of the campaign, 
on the part of the court of Vienna, were brought 
fsrward by general Haddick. A main article of 
this plan was, that general Clairfait, an ^cer of 
great ability and experience, should be appointed 
to ^e command of the auxiliary forces, and that 
(he duke of York should act under his orders, tba 
prince of Cobourg continuing at the head of tha 
gnmd imperial army. Tbis his royal highness z»> 
fused with disdain ; and the dispute was only set- 
tled by the determination that the emperor himself 
should take thefieldin person, andihat m him should 
be Tested the supreme command. On. the ninth of 
April his imperial m^esty arrived at BmsselSy 
wbere he was solemnly inaugurated duke of Bra- 
bant, and thence proceeded to Valenciennes, where 
his presence diffdsed great joy. The whole army 
was reviewed by him on the heights above Cateaa^ 
oa the sixteenth, and on tho roOowing day they 
marched in eight columns to invest LandrecL Tho 
French assembled in force at the camp of Cesar* 
near Cambray, from which they were dnven by dke 
oonfoderates on the twenty-third, and the invesU 
ment of Landreci immediately took ^ace. Th^ 
next day the French made a general assault upon 
the different posts of the allies in this quarter, and 
were in most instances repulsed : but tfie post of 
Moucron, where Clairfait commanded, was attacked 
with a superior ft>rce by Pichegru la person, and 
carried, after a brave resistance. Courtray and 
Menin thus fell into Uie hands of the republicans. 
In return, the fortress of Landreci, whidi had- re- 
pelled the utmost efforts of prince Eugeoe in iri2, 
lell, after a short siege, into tne hands of the prince 
of Cobourg. 

In the monflk of June, the Ftendi, under general 
Jonrdan, who commanded on the side of the Mo- 
selle, passed the Sambre, for the third time in the 
space of fourteen days, and, after being twice re- 
pulsed, laid doge to the town of Cfaarieroi. Th9 
prince of Cobonrg determined to make a grand ef- 
fort for its relief. On the twenty-first he reached 
Ath, and on the twenty-fourth effected a junction 
with the hereditary prmce of Orange and genenl 
Beadieu, who commanded in that quarter. The 
main body of the French army under generd Jour- 
dan was strongly posted, at this time, in the rid- 
ntty of Fleurus, to cover the sl^ge of Charierd. On 
the morning of the twenty-sixth the prince of Co- 
bonrg haaarded a generd attack on this force. Hie 
battle continued with unabated fury till near the 
dose of the day, by which time the allied army was 
defeated in every part, and forced, with immense 
loss, to retreat to Halle, thirty miles from the scene 
of action. This was a great and decisive victory. 
Charieroi, to save which this bloody action was 
fought, had surrendered on the evening of the 
twenty4ifth ; and Brussels feU, without further ro- 
sistaoce. into tho hands of me enemy. General 
Clairfdt was equally unfortunate joo the opposite 
nde. Ypres, the key of weatani Flanders, was be- 
deged by fifty thousand men, commanded by gcn- 
eral Moreau. After a series of engagements, m 
which the French were almost uniroimly victori- 
oos, (he Anstrians were compdled to fall back i^ 
on Ghent, and ^res surrendered on the seven- 
teenth of June. Iho Emperor, with his favourite, 
generd Mack, in utter despdr of success, left the 
army, after having in vain issuoAArocIamatioa af- 
ter proclamation, cdling upon fli inhabitants of 
the low countries to rise in a mariT in order to i^ 
pel the invaders. 

The duke of York, who had a sepanle coounaad 
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at Tammty, wm atttaekad, on the tenth of M ay, by 
a Ykvnch qiroe, 'coaebrtiQy of thirty thourand men, 
wUebbedrore back with gieatloM. Tbeemperer 
immediately detenafaied to march hie amiiitanoe, 
and a crand attack wae oonoerted, in wUch the 
army or general Clairfait waa ordered to co-operate ; 
bat tfM moYemenU of the difibrent c«rtnnnfl nut 
beinc attended with equal ■necem, the doke, after 
a ■nccemion of eerece oonftleti, wae obliged to ify, 
and nanewW eacaped being made prisoner. In 
oompany with only an Aneman general and two 
other gentlemen, he entered a TiUago, aoppoiing it 
to be in the hands of die alliea, bat, en taming a 
corner in liill gaUop, they Ibond a eolunuil of the 
enemy ftcing ^m, which, sappofing the doke to 
be at tlie head of a bodY of troops, at fcst iled, 
after Aiing a Tolley, which kffled the Austrian gen- 
eral at hie aide. ReooTering, bowerer; from tteir 
error, they porsaed the dohe and bis two compan- 
ions so dooely, tiiat they airiTod with great difl- 
eolty at Toamay, a poaitina which became at 
length wholly untenable, and waa therefore era- 
cnated, the duke retreating in the direction of An^ 
weip. Just aa the fate of the Netherlands had been 
tiiaa decided, lord Moira anired from England with 
a reinforcement of ten thooaand men, at Oacend, 
the gallant remains of that army whidi had been 
destmed to re-eataUiah royalty in Brirany. Uia 
aitoation waa critical, the French being in pooaea- 
sion of the coontry cm all aides of fahn, and it waa 
deemed neceaaary immediately to OTacaate the 
town, an4 ondeaTour to force hie way, without 
tents or baggage, through the enemy, to join die 
army of the aUiea, which, by great and akilfal ea- 
ertion, he aocompliahed on the eighth of July : the 
ahipping in the harbour amoonting to one hundred 
and fifty aail, with the ammunition, atores, ftc. on 
board, took their departure for Fluabing. Tbua Oa- 
tend, and, nearly at the aan»e time, Toamay and 
Ghent, feu into the hands of the Aench. In tlm 
reapei^e engagementa wbioh bad taken place be- 
tween Pidiepu and the prince of Cobourg, since 
the battle of rleurus, the former had greatly the 
advantage : Mono, Ondenarde, Brussels, and Nien- 

Ert, places widely distant, and soon after Meob- 
, surrendered to the republican anna, and Ant- 
werp itaelf waa no longer conaidered aa a aafe re> 
treat. The atadthoWer conaequently aolidted tite 
Statoa-general to make an extraordinary lory 
throughont the proTiocos, but without effect ; a re- 
volution in the goTemment was apprehended. 

About the middle of July general Kleber took 
nnosession of LouTain, after defeating general 
Clairfait. who had posaeaaion of the flunoua camn 
of the Montagne-de-Fer. The last hope of the al> 
lies, diat of lonaing a line of defence from Ant- 
werp to Namur, waa now relinquished, Namur 
bang, on the night of the slxteendi, abandoned by 
general Beaulieu ; and, on the twenty-fourth, the 
nench took quiet poaseasaon of Antwerp, the allies 
having pieviously set fire to the immense ma^ 
aines there deposited. Slays made a brave resist- 
ance, but surrendered after a siege of six weeks, 
the- garriaon marckiing out with the bonoora of 
war. The strong towns still occapied by the aUies, 
Landreci, Queenoy, Cbnd^, and Valenciennes, beiag 
now completely Insulated, suoceftsively reverted, 
almost wittumt reaiatance, to the French. 

The army under the duke of York waa stationed 
at Breda, whence, for greater security, it retreated 
towwrds Bois-le-Duc. The French forces, under 
Picbegm, advancing rapidly upon them, to the 
number of eighty thousand men, about the middle 
of September, the duke crossed the Maese, and 
took a fresh position near Grave ; and, at the be- 
ginning of October, he encamped under the walls 
of Nimeguen. The Fkench, crossing the Maese, 
taude an attack on the Britiui posts io front of that 
town, and having obliged them to change their 
position, invested the place. Towards the end of 
the month his royal highness passed the Waal, 
leaving general Walmoden with a corps to cover 
the town of Nimeguen. which waa e? acuated in 
great confusion, and with much loss, on the seventh 
of November. Bois-le-Duc, Breda, and Grave, 
were also sucGea«ively reduced. Whilst Picbegm 
was in Dutch Flanders, the Austrian gemnral. La 
Tour, was totally defeated by General Jourdan 
near liege, which city, and those of Aixla-Chapelle 
and JnUen, were oocupied by the French. The 
Prince of Cobourg vraa at tliia period suddenly dis- 
anissed from his high command ; and bis aooeeaaor. 



general Clairfidt,' waa oomptfled, early in October, 
to repaaa the Rhine at Cologne. The French por- 
aoed the imperial troopa to the very margin of^the 
'river; and, aa the rear of the Austrian army em- 
barked, -the quMtion waa loudly and inaultingly 
asked, if that waa the road to Paris t About the 
end of September the siege of Maeatricht .waa 
forasaUv eonnnenced, an4 laated forty daya, during 
which ioterval the attack and defence were oon- 
docted widi heroio bravery. The atmoaphem seena 
ed filled with bajla, bomba, and abeDs, and acarcoly 
waa a place of safety left in the whole circuit of 
the city. Two thousand buildings, public and pri- 
vate, were said to bo destroved : and a general 
storm waa intended on the rourtu of November^ 
when the governor, moved by the situation oi 
the inhabitants, and the entreatiea of the magis. 
trates, oonsented to articles of capitulation with 
general Kleber, who entered, the tdace on the 
same day. 

The Pruaaiana did not act with much vigour in 
this campaign, nor were they whoUy inactive. 
Being obliged to make some snow of co-operation 
with the Auatrians, they surprised the French in 
their intrenchments at Keyserslantem, and defeat- 
ed them with considerable loss. In Jul^ they 
were attacked by general Desaix, who earned the 
important poata occupied by Prince Hohenloe oo 
the Platoberg, a high mountain in the territory of 
Deux-Ponta; and, aeon afterwarda, the whole 
chain of poata firom Neuatadt to the Rhine beiag 
aaaailed widi auccess, both Auatriana and Prussians 
were obliged to retreat with precipitation. The 
imperial aimy re-croeoed the Rhine, and the Prus- 
sians retired towards Guatersbloom and Meets. 
The recent acquisition of Keyserslantem was aban- 
doned to the repablicans, who again occupied the 
cities of Worms, Spire, and Treves. In Spain and 
Italy also the axmiea of the republic were succeaa- 
fuJ. In November, 1703, they penetrated into the 
province of Catalonia; and, in the beginning of 
Febraary following, a battle was fought near St. 
Jean do Lux, in wldch the French were conquer- 
ors. Ln May another victory was gained near 
Caret; and soon afterward^ a third, of more im- 

Sortauce than the former two, over the pKJncipal 
pauiih army, posted in the vicini^ of CoUioora. 
On die western side the towns of Fontarabia and 
St. Sebastian fell into the hands of the French. 
In Italy the Piedmonteae had, at the command of 
the Sardinian monarch, risen in a mass ; bur, being 
destitute of the enthusiasm of liberty, they con- 
stituted a body widiout a soul. The Fk-ench forced 
the fiunous pass of Mount Cenis, took possession of 
the city and territory of Oneglia, and made them- 
selves masters of a great part of the open country 
of that district. 

CORSICA ANNEXBD TO THE BRITISH 
GROWN. * 

In the Mediterraneaai the progress of the English 
arms, subsequently to the evacuation of Tomon, 
waa very flattering. Early in February, 1704, lord 
Hood proc ee ded for Corsica, which was in a state , 
of revolt against the convention, the inaurgenta 
having been excited to this resistance by the Eng- 
lish influence, under the conduct of their ancient 
and popular chief, Paschal Paoli, who had been 
some years since restored to his country with hon- 
our by the Constituent Assembly. Mortella, Tor- 
nelU, and St. Florenaa, being successively surren- 
dered or evacuated, the Corsicans who adhered to 
the French interest retreated to Bastia, which 
resisted the united efibrts of the Analo-Corsicans 
and English till the twenty-fourth of May, when it 
capitulated on honourable terms ; and the whole 
island, excepting Calri, which held out till August 
submitted to the English. Letters of convocation 
were immediately Issued for the assembly of the 
general Consulta, to be held at Corte, die ancient 
capital of Corsica, on Sunday, the eighth of June : 
general Paoli waa elected preaident. •The repre- 
aentativea of the Corsicaa nation immediatdy voted 
the union of Corsica with the Britiah crown; a 
constitutional act was framed accordini^y ; and Sir 
Gilbert Elliot, representative of his Britannic ma- 
jesty, formally accepted this act on his part, and 
immediately assumed the title of viceroy. 

The channel fleet, put to sea in the spring In 
search of an enemy which had hitherto rinded pur> 
suit. Lord Howe was particularly aelicitDaa ta 
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Ttndicate flie honour of bis country, as well a« to 
rescue liis own character from nnmerited reiiroBch; 
and the powerful armament now under his com- 
mand left no doubt relatiye to the result of a con- 
test. On Teaching the Lisard a signal was made 
for the East Indiamen to proceed on their royago* 
under conroy of six sail of the lino and a frigate, 
which were not to separate from them until their 
arrival off Gape Finisterre. Having roeeiTod in- 
formation on the nineteenth of May that the Brest 
fleet was at sea, Lord Howe, deemed it proper to 
effect a junction with tike squadron lately deuched 
under rear-admiral Montague to refit and water ; 
but on heating, two days aner, that the enemy had 
been seen a few leagues farther to tho westward, 
he immediately altered his course and steered 
towards them. 

LORD HOWE'S VICTORY. 
Jkan Bon St. Andr^, who had been employed at 
Brest to infuse a spirit of democracy into the sea- 
men, acted on this occasion as a national commis- 
sioner, baring embarked on board the flag ship, 
carrying one hundred and twenty guns, and desig- 
nated La Montague, after the mUng party in the 
Conreniion. On the twenty-eighth of May, at 
eight o'clock in the morning, in north latitude 47* 
33', W. Long. 14* 10', the nral fleets descried each 
other exactly at the same time ; the wind blew 
strong from the south-west, accompanied by a very 
rough sea, and the French possessed the weather- 
gage. After the adranced nieates had giren inti- 
mation of tins erent Earl Howe continued his 
course, while the French admiral endeaToured as 
much as possible to assume a regular order of 
battle upon the starboard tack, a circumstance 
which greatly (Militated the approach of the Eng- 
lish. As the conduct of the enemy, who had now 
hauled their wind, indicated an intention to aroid 
a close fight, the British commander displayed the 
signal for a general chase, and, to prerent their 
escape, he soon after detached Rear-Admiral Pas- 
ley, with a flying squadron, to make an impression 
on their rear: that officer accordingly, near the 
close of the day, attacked the Rerolutionnairo, 
a three-decked slup of ono hundred and ten guns, 
which happened to be the stemmost in the line, 
but without any decisire success on either' side. 
The rival fleets, consisting of twenty-six sail of the 
line on the part of the French, and twenty-flTe on 
diat of the British, remained within sight of each 
other during the whole night, on the starboard 
tack, and in a parallel direction, witii the French 
•till to windward ;^ but next morning, the twenty- 
ninth. Admiral Yillaret-Joyeuse, flushed with the 
hopes of a victory, wore from ran to rear, and 
instead Of flinching from the action, edged down 
in a line a-head to engage the ran of the Bxitiah 
fleet. 

Taking advantage of so liavonrable an opportu- 
nity. Lord Howe renewed the signal for passing the 
enemy's line, and succeeded wlm some difficulty in 
obtaining the weather-gage, while the enemy were 
repulsed by the fiarfleur, and two other tiiree- 
deckers. in an attempt to cut oflT tiie Queen and 
Royal George. At length Villaret tacked again by 
signal ; and, after a distant cannonade, stoouaway 
in order of battle on the larboard tack, followed by 
the whole of the British fleet. The second day's 
action proved equally indecuire as the former, and 
a thick fog, that intervened during this night and 
the greater part of the succeeding day, prevented 
the renewal of the engagement. In the mean time 
Rear-Admiral Neilly joined the French commander- 
in-chief with a reinforcement of three sail of the 
line' and two frigates : this accession of strength 
enabled him to detach hb crippled ships ; and the 
dawn of the successire dav exhibited the two fleets 
drawn up in order of battle, and prepared to renew 
the contest. The British admiral, perceiving that 
there was time sufficient for the various ships' 
companies to tidce refreshment, made a signal for 
breakfast, which, by procrastinating the action, 
induced the enemy to believe that their antagon- 
ists wished to decline the engagement : but they 
were areatly disappointed ; for m about half an hew 
lord Howe gave orders for steering the Royal Char- 
lotte alongside the French admiral, wmcb was 
effected at nine o'clock in the morning ; and, while 
some of the English commanders penetrated the 
lino of battle and engaged to leeward, others oc- 
eupied such stations as allowed them to combat 



with their antagonists to Idadwvd. So cloM and 
severe was the contest, that the fate of tiiu 
day depended bat httle on Qie exertion of luniCieel 
sUa : all was hard fighting. In about Itfty minutes 
after the aotiott had commenced in tiie centre. Ad- 
miral Yillaret-Joyeuse determined to relinquish the 
contest: for he now perceived several of his shipe ' 
dismasted, and one of seventy-four guns about to 
sink ; he at the same time found that six were eap> 
tured : a great slaughter had also taken place oa ' 
board his own vessel, in which his captain and 
many of the crew^were killed, while tibe national 
commissioner, with most of his officers, were 
wounded : he accordingly crowded off with aU the 
canvass he could spread, and was immediately fol- 
lowed by most of the ships in his van ihnt were 
not completely crippled : two or tihree of these, 
although dismantled, also got away seen after, 
under a temporary sail hoisted on the oeeasien ; 
for the enemy had, as usual, chiefly aimed at the 
rigging, and the victoni were by thn time disidiled 
fr^m pursuioji^ the vanquished: the Queen CUtr- 
lotte, m particular, was at this period nearly un- 
manageable, having lost her foretopmast in action ; 
this was soun after followed by the maintopmast, 
wliich fell over the side ; while the Brunswick, 
which tiad lost her mixenmast, and the Queen, 
also disabled, drifted to leeward, and were exposed 
to con8id«!rable danger from the retreating fleet. 
Two eighty and five seventy-four gun ships, how- 
ever, still remained in possession 'of the victors ; 
but one of tiie latter. La Vengeur, went down soon 
after she was taken possession of, and, though 
many of the French were saved on this occasion by 
the humanity of thdr adrersaries, above direo 
hundred went to the bottom. The slaughter on 
board the French fleet was so great, that in the 
captured aiaps alone it amounted to one thousand 
two hundred and seventy. The British total lose 
was nine hundred and four. 

Admiral Montague, who had repaired to Enjdand. 
was immediately despatched to join Earl Howe, 
and sailed for Brest, pardy with a view to fall in 
with the commander-in-chief, and pardy on purpose 
to pick up any crippled ships, which, in case off aa 
action, might take shelter in that port : be accord- 
ingly encountered some of the retreating squadron^ 
and chased them into the outer road. On the suc- 
ceeding day he descried the main body under 
VUlaret-Joyeuse ; but, notwithstanding the late 
fatal conflict, that commander formed an admirable 
line of batde, and gave chase ; while the fleet firona 
America, consisting of one hundred and sixty sail 
of merchantmen, supposed to be worth sereral 
millions sterling, but invaluable on account of llio 
distressed state of France, arrived in safety on the 
twelfth of Jane. 

The victory of the first of June conferred great 
glory on die admiral, and was receired at home 
with uncommon rqoicing. Large sums of money 
were subscribed for the benefit of die widows and 
children of diose killed in action. Rear>«uimira]s 
Bowyer and Pasley were created baronets, and 
receired a pension of one thousand pounds eadi 
per annum. Admirals Graves and Sir Alexander 
Hood had the honours of the peerage cenforred 
upon them. Earl Howe was prMented with a dia- 
mond-hilted sword of great value, by die kinjr in 
person, on board the Queen . Charlotte, at Spi^ 
nead ; and also widi a golden chain, to which was 
suspended a medal, with Victory crowning Britan- 
nia on the obverse, and on the reverse a wreath of 
oak and laurel, encircling his lordship's name, and 
the date of the action. In Decemoer, 1798, hb 
Majesty was also pleased to transmit gold chains 
and medals to the flag-officers and captains, who 
were reported by Lord Howe to have sign^liaod 
themselves during the battle with die French 
fleet. 

On the twenty-third of April Sir John Borlaee 
Warren captured two French frigates off Guern- 
sey, after two hours' fighting. In August he pur- 
sued five other French ships of war off Scilly, and, 
driving two of them under the batteries of the 
Gamdie rocks, would have proceeded to bum 
them ; but, with a geniorosity worthy of his eouragef 
abstained from the last rigours of war against an 
unfortunate enemy, whose wounded must have 
perished had he set their vessels on fire. 

CAPTURE OP MARTINIQUE, ftc. 
The British government prepared a fermidaUe 
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It to act ttgai0st ih« oolmuM of France In 
tiie WMt IndiM. Oa the third of NoTomber, 17M. 
this expeditJoii aailod ; Uie land fovoef, conaistad or 
aboat MX thoniand troapa, andar iha ronnnand of 
Ufar Charlaa Oray; and tha nayal anuman^ con* 
aiatinr of fov aluiia of war, nina ftigataa, a bonb* 
ketch, a Uw gnn4)oahi| and aaTanl atora-ahiiMi, 
nndar Sir John Jarrii. Havinf caadaamuaad in 
Oariida Bay, Barbndoea, tiiay aaOad on the third 
of Pabraary, ITM, to tha attack of Martinic^ which 
larad, after a raaolnto raaiatanca of aaran 
ka. Fort Royal waa carried by escalade, with 



extraordinanr e&artiona of Taloor, pardcalarly 
the part of Captain Fkolknor, of toe Zebra, iiho 
anterad the harbonr ^roBj;h the fire of all the foa^ 
terieo, and laid hia aloop ajongaide the walla, which 
ha acalad in defiance of repeated ToUe ja of grape 
ahot. Am aeon as thjo redaction of Martinico had 
been efflKtad, the troopa were re<embarked, and 
landed oa the inland of St. Loda, which capitnlatad 
on the Ibnrth of April ; and npon the elarenth of 
the aanta month the fleet and army arrirad off 
Ooadaloape, whidi, after a short bat tiraTo defanoa, 
aarrendered, with its dependencies, on the twenti- 
etb. Alter these cloEioas soecesaes Sir Charlaa 
Oreyretomad to Martinico learing General Dnn« 
daa. to nwnmand at Ooadaloape. Aboat tUa tbne 
a nanch sqoadroa appeared off the island, from 
which a body of tieopa landfaig onder the command 
of a moat daring and skilftal leader, Victor Hognea, 
attacked Fort Flenr d'Bp^, which tbay oarriad by 
atorm ; and the En^ish retre a ted witn consldara- 
bie loss to Fort LodEt : this waa also soon eraenat- 
ad, and the troopa, shattorad and dishaartanad, 
took ralWge in Daasatorre. Sir Charlaa Grey, on 
the flnt hitoDiganea of this attempt, sailed from St 
Xltt^ with all the farce he coold oouect, and, land- 
ing on the ialand of Gnadalovpe, on the nfaeteenth 
of ivna^ made an atlaamt on ttie peat of Poiut-i . 
Feire en. the accond of Jidy. After great eflbrti of 
>, howerer, he waa repalsed, with the loss of 
nndvad men. Upon mis the fincea were ra- 
irkad, and Basseterre, after a long and vigor- 
with the whole island and its da- 
te its Ibrmer 



Bandanciaa. 

Met long after the loss of the island, ~the brare 
Oltplain Flmlknor, who had so eBoinantly contribat- 
«d to the rednotian of Martinioa, loat Us life in an 
aagagameat with a lUgato near Marie-Galanto. 
If ore OMn seranty men are said to haTe been kin* 
ad in the Fkeneh vassal, and abore one hnndrad 
wonnded; ^i^Oe only twenty-nine soflbred m the 
radariooB ship. 

ACQUISITIONS IN ST. DOMINGO. 

St. Domingo in a remarkable degree, had soffer- 
ed the misoUevoos effects of the nench rerolac 
tion. When the people in the mother coontrj aa- 
aerted their right to freedom, the claima of the 
e el anial aniijecti of F^rance were also rec o aniaed; 
and a anoiety, called Ze* Ami* 4es Noirs, nPrienda 
of ttie W a groes , ) warmly s u ppor te d thm pretsnafams 
af the alsnraa to aaBanciiiatioa. and of the mulattoea 



to aU die priTlleges eiQoyed by the white inhaU- 
tante. The declaration of rifl^to promolgated by 
the National Assembly increased the ferment 
^hich the first intelligence of the rerolntion had 
produced in the islands; and Tiolent dttstoibancea 
and contaste were apprehended. Depntles from 
the different districto m tbe Fkreach part of Bt. Do- 
mingo met, by the king'a order, te prevent tonmHs 
and reform abosea; but their endeaTOora wsye 
ap p aaed by the partisans of the old regime, and 
the goremor diMolved Uie Assembly. Many ef 
the rep ras ente t ives sailed te Fkanoe te Jnatify their 
candnct ; and. daring their absence, Oge^ an en- 
terprising molatte, found means te ezdte an insar- 
rection ; bat it was quickly suppresaed, and Us 
life was sacrificed te public Justioe. The claims of 
his brethren, howerer, were confirmed by a decree 
of the raUng assembly of the parent steto, which 
admitted them to all ue jpririlegaa of French citi- 
aena on the fifteenth of Hay, 1701. Whan a new 
coloniBl a ss emb ly deliberated on the conduct wUcfa 
pradenee reqobed at this crisis, the slaTca In tiie 
neighboarfaood of Cape Francois attacked the wUtea, 
murdered a great number of ttiem, and deatroyed 
tibe plantations. Tlia inaurrection soon spread to 
other districts ; and though many hundieds of ttie 
aegroea and thefar oonfederatea were alain in battle 
or perished by tenine, they aeeaaed te multiply like 
the heads of the hydra. Commissioners were sent 
ftem France te heal the disorders of the colony ; 
but they produced, by their misconduct, a civil war 
among the wUtea, and inTited te their aid a body 
of rebel negroes, whoperpetrated a horrible seriea 
of maasacrea at Cape nancais, and in June, 179S, 
bomt the greater part of the tewn. 

The conTnUons of tfie colony induced many of 
the plantera to aoUoit enoooor from the British 
goremment: and m^^or-general WiUiamaon was 
ordered to detach an armament from Jamaica, to 
take poasession of thoae settlemeati wUch the 
people might be disposed to surrender. lieutenant- 
colonel Wnitelocke sailed in consequence to Jere- 
mie, and reoeiTod the submission of tee inhabitante ; 
die town and harbour of St. Nicolas were also 
giren up to the Eoglish; and to these posses- 
sions Iisiogane, and other towna and districto, were 
soon added. An expedition was undertaken for 
the redaction of Cane Tibaron ; and a bribe waa 
offered te general lAvanx for th^ surrender of 
Port da Paix. The enterprise succ e eded, and the 
tewn was taken on the second of February. 1794. 
The fort of Acul was stermed by the Enguih : but 
at Bombard they were repelled widi loss. Tbey 
defended Cape liburon against an army of bladta 
and mulattoas, who were routed with considerable 
slaughter. The arrival of a reinforcement ftom 
Great Britain, under brigadier-general Whyto, 
elevated the hopes of the EngUsb, and preparatJona 
were made fur the conquest of Portia-Prince. 
Fort Biaotton was taken at the point of the bayo- 
net. The nahealthiness of the cUmato now occa- 
sionad a areat mortality among the troops^ and 
checked no extension of their conquests : tficy 
soon after lost Leogane and Tibanm. 
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CHAPTER XXVII. 
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STATE OP FRENCH GOVEBKMENT-SAN- 
OUINARY rHOUKEDlNeS. 

IN Fhiuce a foction arose dcDoloiiiated the Cor- 
deliers, at Uie head of which were Hebert, Ron. 
■in, Anachffrsia Clootx, and othen, who, to conci- 
liate the populace, adopted the wildevt theories, 
decried aU religion, preached eqnality in the ab- 
tturdest extent, and recommended publicly an Agra- 
rian law. In the hceinning of March, the table of 
of the Tights of man, in the haU of the Cordelien, 
was covered with black, crap^ : &nd Hcbert, from 
the tribune of the «ociety, affirmed that tymnnj 
existed in thn republic Tbta was sufficient to 
arouse the jealousy of Robespierre. Virtue and 
ferocity were declared in the convontioo, bv Cou< 
tfaon, to be the requisite order of the day. On the 
tweoty-fifUi of March Hebert, Danton, and nine- 
teen others, were, on a charge of conspiracy 
against the constitution, brought before the reTO- 
lutionary tribunal, and, of course, condemned to the 
guillotine. These executions were followed by 
th««se of Fabro d'Eglantine, and other popular ^ 

Suties of the ConTontion, on pretence of their hBT- 
\g engaged in counter-revointionary projects. It 
dMerres notice ^at St. Just, in the report pre- 
sented on this occasion, makes the wofcasioli of 
atheism a principal charge against Fabre d'Bghua* 
tine. The execution of uanton and his fellow-snf- 
ferers, who fell undeir the fktal axo of the guillo- 
tine on tlia second of Aprfl, was followed by that 
of general Arthur Dillon, who had formerly com- 
manded that diTlslon,of the French army which, 
in the campaign of 1702, had sogidlantly repolsfed 
the ProBSuns. The prmce9« Elizabeth, sister to 
Louis XVI. was charged with hanng conspired to 
restore rovaity ; n^ a witness was farodoced, nor m 
single attempt made to substantiate any one fact 
alleged against kcr; she was, nerertfaeless, coa- 
demned to death, wiu twentyaoor of her reputed 
aeeompHoes. 

Barrere brought forward theinfionons decree for 
allowing no qnarter to the English or Hanorerian 
troops : bat tne French officers and soldiery re- 
fused to execute this abominable mandate, and tfie 
commander-in-chief of the British forces declined 
to retaliate the threatened cruelty. 

Bourdon de L'Oise, amember of the conTendonal 
assembly, demanded that the decree which afflxm- 
ed the inriolability of the national representatires 
should be again established, and that no member 
shQuld be brought before the revolutionary tribimal 
but in consequence of a decree of accusation pass- 
ed by the assembly itself, in8t«»ad of an order from 
the committee of safety, where Robespierre, and 
the Tile instnuncots or his tyranny, Coulhon and 

St. Just, were ab»olute. Thin was a Tordiugly de- 
rccd, and from this time the party foiai«."l agiiust 



Robespierre rapWly increased ; eren Ms crtebnied 
cofieagUL', fiarrere, took a secret, thoogH eOWMit 
part, in plotting bis ov e rthrow. RohesplefM wim 
not suffered to tpcdt In his «wn defonce { and Tnl- 
lien moved '^at RobeepiMre md hia ur c tmm a be 
Immediately arrested ; they wer* eoon afBev 
lawed by the coorentien. 




Aevolutian : Rob^pierre appeared to hm 
with horror. 

After his fUl tlie Jacobin dnb 
moKshed ; the remains eftiie Gftnindii* party w< 
restored to their seab fn the d6n««Mitio«i ; and Om^ 
ttas, president 6f th« tvfvSmhtnMtf Irlbttaal, Vom- 
muer flrinvfDe, the piAiIife a ecweer, CMrriere, tomnaa- 
tional commisrioHer, the ^cetivyer ef La Vead^; 
and varions Ofdiers of the same d u e u ii p rta«t Wwj 
brought to the scaffold. Hundreds were rel e a t d 
from prison, who, but for the death of Re b es p iii m , 
would probably have fallen victims to the reign of 
terror ; and the inlhBions decree ef fheooavenion* 
fbr refosfng quaitcr to the Bnglisli epd lieftov«- 
rlaa soldiery, waananulled. 

PROGRESS OF THE FRENCH IN HOLLAND 
-ESCAPE OF THE STAI>tHOI.pSE. 



PiCHioetT waited till the fooel shotU eet In, te 
order to commence a winter campaign on the frxm- 
tiers of Holland. Ilie duke of York endeavenred 
in vain to rouse the Dateh to resistance, and his 
royal highness, therefore, letumed to Eof^and. 

In the course of a we^k the Maeee and the 
Waal being ftxmen ever, on the twenty-oerenth a 
Strang column of French ereesed the fenner otf* 
those rivers, while another corps made themselves 
masters of tlie Bommel. PImgra did not make 
his grand movement till the tenth of January, ITtS, 
when the main body of his forces crossed tlie Waal 
at different points, and made a general attack vpen 
tlie lines or the allies, extending between Nime- 
ffnen and Amheim, under the commend ef general 
Wafanoden. The allies were defeated in every 
quarter, and a precipitate retreat was ordered t»- 
wards Amersfort and Deventar. Utrecht* Rotisr- 
dam, and Dort, surrendered to ttie French without 
resistance ; the Stadtholder escaped tram Scheve- 
ling : general Pichegm made his pnbUc entry into 
Amsterdam ; and, by order of ^ Stntee-genenl, 
every other fortress in the republic opened its gates 
to the French. On the twenty-eeventh of Jannary 
the provisional representatives of the peodte <w 
Holland assembled, and a decree passed ror the to 
tal abolition of tlte stadthoiderate, and for Hm es- 
t'^bltshmcnt, under the protection of the republic 
of France, of a«tiew provuioual government lor the 
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were now 
the BtbnrlMi republic. 

BMBASSY TQ CHINA. 

Tn B piwndUbg detiro of commercial adTiatice In 
Great Britain, concumag witha wuh to aooave the 
fiMndAhip of a poleiitale whoae lofluenco oxtend* 
•d to territoriaa bofdering on thoao of tho Rngliah 
Bast India oompan^, indnced the king to tend an am« 
baacador to treat with the Chinese court ; and earl 
■TacMrtBey, who had aegnired rendition aa gover- 
aer of Mama, wi«h a nfto eompriMng aereral man 
of adonce and aUlAil artiate, sailed nnder the eon- 
dnct of Sir firanuoa Gower. He reached the Yel* 
low S<>a la aafety, passed up the White River fii 
Toug-Choo-Foo, and thence proceeded by land to 
the metropolis of China. Tchien-Long, the aged 
emporor, who had already goTomed that Tast f u- 
piru witft onintetrnpted success and reputation 
more than half a century, was then at the palace 
of Zhe-hol, beyond the celebrated wall which had 
been erected as a barrier against the incnnions of 
the Tartars. There the ambassador delivered a let 
tcr from the British sovereign, in a box of gold, 
adorned with jewels, which was gradDnsly recelVed; 
bat a spirit of jealousy disiuciincd the emperor 
to a treaty, and, after the exchange of mutual 
presents, it was hinted that the departure of the 
strangers woold be agreoable. On the ninth of 
Oototor, 1793, his excellency and suite left PeUn 
and proceed^ to Tong-Tchew, whence they were 
conveyed by a variety of rivers and canau from 
the northero to the southern extremity of China, 
, reaching Canton in safety, after a variety of amus- 
ing adventures, on the eighteenth of IJecember; 
and in January following ihey embariLed at Macao 
iw England. 

SW£I>EK AND DENMARK— DISPUTES ^txTH 

AMERICA. 

' Swcdbh and Denmark stm persevered in their 
determination of obaerving a perfect impartiali^ 
fhiriag the present war ; and on the twenty-setenth 
of March, a convention was concluded between 
them, by which they agreed to protect the fkeedom 
of commerce In the Baltic, on ttie principles of the 
armed neutrality of 1780, eqiUpping jointly a fleet 
of sixteen ships of the line for that service ; and, 
by the tenth article, the Baltic was declared tu be 
a neural sea, absolutely and altogether inacces 
sible to the armed ahips of the diffisrent and distant 
.belligerent powers. 

Jay, chief justice of the United 'States of 'Ame> 
rica, arrived about thia period in England, as ml- 
nisccr plenipotentiary, to a^nst the existing dif- 
ferences between that republic and the British gov- 
emaaent. Soon alter the ooammencement of the 
war, orders were ftivon ftor stopping all American 
vessels carrying com to I^nce, and detaining 
their cargoes, paying for fhem and the froigbti. 
This proceedinflr, which was resented by the Ame- 
ricans as an infraction of their independence, was 
followed by an order ibr seizing all American ships 
carrying provisions and stores to the French cdbo- 
nies, and also for obliging American ships sailing 
from the British idands, to give security to land 
their cargoes in British or neutral ports. This or- 
der having occasioned the seisons of six hundred 
American vessels within five months, that govern- 
>nunt showed its resentment by an embargo of thirty 
da^*8 on the British shipping. In additioa to these 
gnevanoes the memorial delivered by Jay to the 
British court complained of th^ severity used .to 
American seamen, and of their being compelled to 
serve on board English men of war. Although 
these differences were finally attended with very 
serious efiects, they wore for the present conipro- 
uiised, both parties being paciflcaUy disposed, and 
a treatjf of amltv and commerce between the two 
countries was signed in November. 

MBETIN60PPARLIAMENT-PB0CEED1NGS 

1796.^ — ^Tu B parliament assembled on the thirtieth 
of December ; and in the speech from the throne 
while the diaastors of the late campaign were admit* 
tod,Uie necemity of persisting in the war was utrdng 
ly orged, aa additional vigour and addltioipal eflbrta 
were Uus only possible means of producing a sue 
ccssful result. Amendments were moved tn both 
houses to the address. Ihi the lUtoenth of January 
^he attomey-goneral brouffht in a biU to continuo 



the tesnension of the habeas conpusAct ttr a limited 
time. This measure being earned in the commons 
by a oonsiderable nuQoriky, the UU was transmitted 
to the lords, and paased that assembly also, but 
not without a protest apunst it, signed by the 
dakes of Norfblk and Bedford, and the earls of 
Landerdaie andGvQfonL 

Pitt delivered to the house of commons a mes- 
sage from his m^esty, intimating that a loan tQ 
the amount of four niollion six hundred thousand 
pounds would be wanted toaid tlw exertitms of tho 
emperor of Germany daring th« next campaign, 
on tho eredit of his hereditary dBnaiuions, which 
would probably requue the guarantee e#tite Bsl- 
tish government. On ttie qnestkn tbat thn na- 
tional Ihith be pledged for the aiun required, oon- 
siderable discussion arose, in the oovrse of which 
Fox said that the recenk deMcation of the Una of 
Prussia, immediately after pocketing the BngEUi 
gold, ought to operate as a caution againat all ad- 
vances of money to German princes ; and he had 
no confidence in the eflBeacy of the proposed loan ; 
Sir William Pnlteney enhutained a high (pinion 
of its probable utility ; lord Grenville had so much 
relianoe on the proadeed exertions of his hnperUl 
miQesty, thj^t he wonld rather oensent. to make a 
present of tiio desbcd sum than lose the chance of 
expeeted beneAt ; the marqnto of LansAowne dis- 
approved all eoimectiona wiA Gennan pvlnoea( 
but theproposhion vras agreed to by large nu^ori- 
ties, and the loan was shaped to tliii continent hi 
storting gokL 

On the twenty-third of Febmaiy the analster 
submitted his annual stotement of tnosmplies and 
ways and means to the consideration of tae hense* 
The number of men voted for the ser? iee of the 
vear was, one hundred and fifty thousand landmen, 
mcluding militia ; ei|^ty-flve thouaand seamen, and 
flfleen thousand marines ; the eiApenditnre amount- 
ed to twenty-seveu mttlion five hundred and forty 
thonsand pounds ; and tho loan proposed was 
eighteen xnlUion pounds, being the largest sum 
ever voted by parnamont up to that period. New 
taxes were imposed on wine, spirits, tea, coffee, 
inaoranees, hair-powder, Ac. which, with an abridg- 
loent 0t the pririlepte of franking, were esthnhted 
to produce one miUion six hundred and fofty-fout 
thoasand pounds, of which three hundred and Itfty 
seven thoasand pounds were to be applied to thd 
profressive redemption of the debt. As a ooim- 
terpoise for these additional burdens, the minister 
mentioned the extraordinary increase of oommeroev 
which, in the preceding year, had exceeded that of 
the most flourishing period of peace. 

EARL FITZWILLIAM RECALLED FROM IRE- 
LAND— DISCONTENT OF THE CATHOLICS. 

Tub afikira of Ireland formed one of the most 
important subjects that engaged tho attention of 
the present parliament. Some malecontents h»d 
entered into secret connections with the French 
revolntionists, and a plan for leparating the island 
from the British doaunions was rtrongly suspected, 
when earl Fitxwilliam, a nobleman distinguished 
for his mild and conciliatory conduct, was placed 
at the head of the government — an oppointmcut 
pecnllarW acceptable to the Irish nation. The 
Irish parliament assembled on the twenty-second 
of January, 1709, and, after voting to tho new vice 
roy an address expressive of the general satisfaction, 
apTccd, without hesitation to the most amplo sup- 
plies ever granted in that kingdom. The lord-Ueit- 
(enant, finding it impracticable to defer deciding on 
the demands of the catholics for the removal of the 
remainiog disabilities under which they still conti- 
nued to labour, employed in his transactions with 
the leading members of tliat body tiie celebrated 
Crattan, in whom the catholictf univevsally confided. 
A bill for their further relief was conseqnenUy in- 
troduced into the Irish parliament, and the utmost 
joy was diffused through tite country, in the ex- 
pectation of thi4 enl.ir|;ed toleration, when intelli- 
gence arrived in Dublin that the British ministry 
avowed themselves adverse to the measure. The 
lord-lieutenant, after holding tho government only 
tiiree months, was displaced, and lord Camden ap- 
pointed in his stead. 

The reeal of Earl HtswilUam cast a deep f lo*l9 
over Ireland ; and tiie arrival of his successor in the 
capital, on the thirty-first of March, was aeconi- 
panied by so marked an chulbtion of popular dia- 
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oontanty thattiM iatarrcAtfon of die nOttary wu 
fcond aeeaanry. On tiie thirtaeDOk of April the 
Iriah pailiaineikt MMmblod. On Ilia twanty-lbnrth 
thrattan prawntad hia memorabia idH tar cathaUc 
enuoioipation ; but it waa nrjectad, and from tUa 
paiiod »e political asaodation, ■tyled tha Society 
of Unitad Irialimen, rapidly aztanded itaalf orar 
the wliola ioantry. All the catboUcs, and a large 
pro p ortion of tba pvoteatants of the kingdoon. Joined 
diio iwninranity ; and Hie leaders began to enter- 
min dangaiona dealgns. Agenta were sent to ne- 
gotiate with the waficmal convention; acts of aedi- 
t^n, rapbie, and murder, were perpetrated by the 
moat deqperate ; while, on the other hand, tbm rUh 
lent anpporfeera of the ayatem of gydnaion oonled* 
erated tMceUier onder the name of Orangemen. 
Motaal iivoriea soon engondered a moat inreterate 
hatred between tiieie two deaciiptiona of men, one 
of which waa beyond compariaon auperior in non- 
bar, and tiie other in property, in legal anthotitr, 
and military force ; and theae diaaenaiona rapidly 
increaaed, till the whole land e»biWtad a aoane ol 
terror, cooatemation, and blood. 

MARRUGB OP THB PRINCB OP WALES— 
HIS DEBTS ARRANGBD. 

Am evant, anapicioQa in ita oomTwencwiBent, Chongfa 
nnfortanate in ita reaolta, aa it aiTected both the u- 
hiatxiona partiea, oocarrad on the ^|f^th of April, 
In the maniaf a of die prince of "Walea with the 
princeaa Carolme, dan^ter of the dnhe of Bnma- 
wiek, and the dntchaai Anmata of Bnglaad, and 
niece to hia ftiiijeaty. Lora Ifalmabory waa em- 
ployed to conduct the royal bride from her father'a 
ooart. On her arriral in Bngiand ahe waa receired 
widk •▼ery mark of diatinction doe to her royal 
birth and ifiuatiioaa alliance^ and the ouptiala were 
oaiebrated witii great magnifloenoe. It waa gener- 
ally undeiatood, that in forming thia connection, hia 
nyal higtmaaa waa inflaenoed by the promiae of an 
ample proriaion for the discharge of hia debta, 
whirh had increaaed to a raat amount ; and thia ia 
tiie more probaUe from hia known attachment at 
the time to Mra. Pitsberbert, wi£b whom it- waa 
eran atated that the marriage cereipony, thon^ in* 
▼aBd by law, had taken place. 

On the twenty-aerenth of April, a meaaage from 
hia m^eaty to the conunona announced the royal 
maniage, and ezpreaaed the king's conviction that 
a aqitable proTiaion would be made for the establish 
ment of the prince and princeaa. The aaeasage pro 
oeeded to atate that bia royal highness was uudei 
pecuniary encumbrances, and recommended to 
parliament the gradual extinction of his debts, by 
applying to that puipoae a part of id» incomer u>d 
the roTenues of the dntchy of Cornwall. After 
aome discussion, the house, on the suggestion of the 
chancellor of the exchequer, detenmned that one 
hundred and twenty-ftre tiiousand pounds, toge- 
ther widi the rents of the dutchy of Cornwall, es 
timatwd at thirteen thousand pounds, shoiUd b« set 
ded upon the prince, of which, serenty-eight tlion- 
aand pounds should be applied annuaDy to the liqui- 
dation of his debts, amounting, at this period, to up 
wards of six hundred thousand ppunds ; and that a 
law should be passed to prevent the heir-apparent 
in future from being iuTolved in similar dimcolties. 
iWse propositions met the concurrence of the 
house, and a jointure of fifty thousand pounds pei 
annum was settled upon the priuoess of Wales, in 
the event of her aurviving hii royal highneas* 

WARREN HASTINGS ACQUITTED^PARUA 
MENT PROROGUED. 

Trb trial of Haatinga, which had laated aoTen 
years, waa now brought to a conclusion. After 



•mment with spWt and i 
he had.not alwa^ regarded Ike dntfcaa of morali^ 
the dictates of nrtoons policy, and the' sentimonta 
of humanity and moderation, had promoted tiba in- 
terests of his employers, secorad dieir antihority, 
and established their dominion. The Bast IndU 
company paid HastingB fte coats of hia trial, 
amounting to upwards of seventy thousand poanda, 
and likewise confarred npoo- him a pecuniary do- 
natioB. 

Parliament waa prorognad on dM twenty-aeventti 
of June by a speech froni the tfaiene, whicbbreati»> 
ed the air of pacification, and declared it iaipoesi. 
ble to contemplate the internal situation of the 
enamy with whom we were contending withovt in- 
dulging a hope that the present drcnrnstancea off 
PhuBce aright, in their effects, haaten the return of 
audi a atate of order and regular goTemment aa 
might be capable of maintaining the aocnstoaMd re- 
lanona of peace and amity. 

NAVAL APPAIRS-WE8T INDIES. 

Im Mardi an engagement took place in the Medi- 
featranean, between two aquadnma. nearly eqaal bn 
finroe : the EngUah commanded by Admiral Hotham, 
and tae Prench by Richery, the lattev of which waa 
convoying a large body of troops to Corsica, foor 
the recapture of that island. The Ca Ira, (rfei^ty* 
and the Cenaeur,of aevonty-four gima,sirnfA tothn 
Engliah flag: on the other hand, die Preadi cap- 
tared the Berwick, of aeventy-ibur guna, going ont 
aingly to Join the Beet; and the Illuatriona of the 
aame rate, being much damaged in the ftght, waa 
driven on ahore, and loat near Avensa. Soon after 
thia another partial aedon took place near St. Flo- 
renao ; and the Aldde, a French ahin of the line» 
struck her colours ; but, from some mtal accident, 
blow up before she could be taken possession of 
by the English. The skilful retreat of admiral 
Comwallis, with a small squadron of five ships of 
the lice, from a fkr superior farce. Is eoti'.led to bn 
mentioned. Onthasixtaendi of June, near the Paai. 
marks, the Phaeton frigate made a signal for an 
enemy's fleet, oonslsdng of thirteen line^if-batdtf 
ships. At nine the next morning the French began 
the attack, which was vigorously repelled by th« 
Engliah, who kept up a running fight thv-wbdn 
day, without suffering the enemy to gain the leaat 
adrantage. At lenath. by throwing out aignab aa 
if to another BritiA fleet in sight, the aasailanta 
were indnced to sheer off! On the twenty<-diird, 
bowerer, off* Port I/Orient, the same Prench squad- 
ron actually fell in with another fleet, under l«d 
Bridport, which captured three of them, the rest 
of the squadron only escaping mto L'Orient by keep- 
ing dose in shore. On the other hand, the French 
made, in the month of October, a capture of thirty 
merchantmen from the Mediteiranean and Levant 
with a ship of the line, constituting part of the con- 
Toy. They also asade prise of part of a Jamaica 
fleet ; and, indeed, both in this and the preceding 
year, the British trade suflered immensely fnwa 
their attacks, while their own dedfaiing commercn 
presented few objects of reprisal for our cruiaeia 
and privateers. 

Notwithstanding thair disparity of naval force, 
the French, after recoTering the whole of Guada- 
uupe, attacked, with success, die Ibrt of Tiburon, 
in St. Domingo, and made themselves masters of 
St. Eustadns. S t. Luda, after a violent and bloody 
conflict, was reluctantly evacuated by the governor- 
aeneral, Stewart ; and Grenada, Dominico, and St. 
Vincent's were preserved arith great dalBcnlty. In 
Jamaica a strife long subsisted with the Maroons,* 
tribe which on the surrender of the island by the 
Spaniards to the English, refused to submit to the 
latter, and bad since occupied the mountainous 
part of the country^ After many conflicCs in wfaidi 



aome debates on the mode of proceeding, it waa i they wero nearly exterminated, those who remain 



resolved diat the question ahould be aeparately put 
an aixtaen pointa. The greateat number of peera 
who voted the defendant guilty in any one reapect, 
did not exceed aix : the votea of innocence, in aome 
of thechargea, were twenty-six: in others, twenty- 
^ree ; m one, nineteen. The chancellor intimated 
the dedrion of the court to Hasdogs on the twen 
ty-diird of Ajprfl, who recdved it in silence, bowed, 
and redred from die bar. 

The public in general seamed to be pleased wldi 
the acquit^ni nf one who had suflTered so long an ar. 
faigninant, yet had conducted the affairs of his gov 



ed consented to be removed to Canada, where a 
pordon of land was allotted to them. 

PRENCH MAKE PEACE WITH PRVSSIA, 
SPAIN, *e. 

On the continent the French courted tho kiiig 
of Prussia into forbearance, and peraaaded him 
that his safety and interest lequirad peace. Uav. 
ing annexed two groat commercial otiea, Dantaic 
and lliom, together with sonus of the most fertils 
provinces of Poland, to bis dominions, and despair. 
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iHf fi# fha nkreitloB of Ihe nwocti npobno, diat | 
pnnco — ceded from ttie eonfedemcy, ind conelnded 
a treaty on the fifUi of April, bv which he relin- i 

Sisb«d hit poMeerioBS od the left bask of tile 
live. By aaodier agreement he aecnred the 
tteutrality, and provided for the peace of the north 
of Germany, llie Unf of Spam iraa alao indnced 
to agree to a padflcatioii with die rictorioiu ve- 
poblie. In the former part of the year the French < 
met with great ■noeem over the troope of the j 
Spanfih monarch, and threatened Urn not only I 
with the loM of considerable province*, but with i 
the propagation of rerolationary doetrinee among 
Ua people. To avert theee dangers, tiie Ung of 
Spam porchaaed peace by the resignation of uia* 

Cart of tlM island of St. Domingo which tiie Span 
irda had possessed ever since the time of Gohrai- 
bos. Bven the eleelor of Hanover, thongh he re- 
mained the most active member of the confederacy 
in his eapacaty of king of Great Britain, neverUie- 
less oriered a treatr of peace to be signed with the 
FVench, as far as related to the electorate ; as did 
also the landgravn of Hesse Cassel. Hie grand 
dnke of ^iscany, brother of the emperor, and the 
Arst of all the potentotes who had joined the coali- 
tfon, was Bkenise induced to raeognise the French 
rrnublic; and throagh the int^ention of Us 
DiiaiBter, reont Carletti, he conehided at Paris a 
separate treaty of peace with tiie convention, and 
rasamed openly his original svatem of neotraHty 
Itie regent of Sweden, following thejiaclllc policy 
of the grand dnke, sent tiie baron de otael to nxiB, 
to assure the French nation of the Mendship enter* 
tained for them by Hm eoutt of Stockholm. 

OPBRATIONS IN lA YBNBBE-UNSUCCBSS- 
Wh BXPEDITION TO QUIBERON BAY. 

An entire change took place in the omdoet of 
fbe dril war in La Yend^. After some preliminar 
vy negotiationa in the beginning of rebraary, 
vharetto, and the principal ohlefii of his anny, on 
brtalf of the Yendeans, and general Comartin on 
the part of tho Chonans, poblicty signified th«rlr in- 
tention to deliver np their arms and magasfnesy 
and to live for Um ftitmre in snltJeetfen to the exist- 
ing goremment. Conferences were opened at a 
ffimMHMise near Nantes between the insurgent 
chiefo and ttie deputies from the roBTontion ; and 
en the seventii of March a treaty of peace was con- 
eluded, signed, and ratified, at Nantes. The hopes, 
however, that this peace would be permanent, 
were soon prored to be ddnsive. Hie republican 
fforemment, on tiie plea of bad foith, rniised to 
advance the sums stipolated by a treaty of the 
aevendi of March ; and several of the chien having 
been arrested for holding a traitorous correspon- 
dence witii the EtagUsh goremment, tiie eountry 
was again in arms earty in June, under the com- 
mand of Charetto and Stoflet. The British govern- 
ment however, appeared unwilUag to adopt any 
decisive plan of operations on the French coast, 
and deteraaned to let tiie royalists act for them* 
aelves, witii such assistance of arms and money as 
Rngland could aiford. Agreeably to this decision, 
a small armament was prepared in the month of 
June : it consisted of all tiie emigrant nobility then 
in Kngland, who had enlisted in tiieir serriee, with 
more leal than prudence ; a nomber of French 
prisoners of war, who were repnlilicans in heart, 
( and who only wanted an opportanity to return to 
: their native country. The wnole formed a body ol 
about three thousand men, who were landed on a 
peninsula in the Bay of Qnlberon, on the southern 
const of Britanj, on tiie twenty-serenth of June. 
Here they attacked a fort defended by three thou- 
sand republicans, which they speedily reduced ; 
and were, in a few days, joined 1^ a body of Ghou- 
ans, who increased their nnmbers to twelre thou- 
aand. In order to confine the rovaUste to the con- 
tracted space of the peninsula which tiiey ooenpied, 
' tikeir opponents erected three forts at tiie neck of 
it These the former attacked on the night of the 
fiiteenth of July, and canried two of them ; but 
being excessively galled by a muked battery, on 
their approaidi to the third, they were compelled to 
vetreat ; and were indebted for their safety to tiie 
aeaaonable fire froiA the British sfaipa. The failure 
ef this attempt produced dissensions among the 
royalists, which were reported, with great exagger- 
alums, no doubt^ to the republican general, Hoche, 
kj those French prisoneA who hiul been 
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in England, and who now deserted. ^Through the 
treachery of these miscreants Hoche obtained the 
watch-word of the rsy^HstB, whose camp he sur- 
prised in the night of the twentieth of Jaly, aod 
took or slew the greater part of them. Tho young 
count de Sombreuil, howorer, at the head of a 
gallant body of emigrants, continued to make such 
a desperate resistonce,'that Hoche was induced to 
enter into a capitulation with them, by which they 
were*to be treated as prisoners of war, and their 
persona] safoty ensored. All the stores, ammuni- 
tion, and baggage, fdl into the hands of the enemy. 
Thus ended this abortiTo attempt, in which some of 
the best blood of ancient Prance was lihed. . Som- 
breuil and bis gallant associates were, by a most 
scandalons breach of foith, tried, condemned, and 
executed, as traitors: one hundred and eighty- 
seven royalists, including the bishop of Del, and 
several of his dergy, who had aeoompanted the ex- 
pedition, were murdered in cold blOod on this occa- 
sion. The British sqaadron hovered on the coast 
for some time, and, having fofled in the attempt to 
take tiie island of Noirmoatier, succeeded in gala- 
ing possession of Isle Dieu. 

INSURRBOTION IN PARIS-DEATH OF THE 

DAUPHIN. 

Tbb two parties whe>had combined to orertbrow 
the tyranny of Robespierre soon showed that they 
ooold not exist together; and on the second of 
March a report was presented to the convention, 
in which Barrere, Collot d'Herbois, and Billaud 
Yarennes, were accused of having participated in 
the enormities of Robespierre, and, after undergo- 
ing the usual form of trial, it was decreed that they 
shoold be transported to Gniana. The proceedings 
against these deputies, united with the prepsure of 
fomioe, which at that moment wes felt with pecu- 
liar severity, occasioned an insurrection in Paris, 
which broke out on the first of April, and was not 
supipressed till the following day. Another insur- 
rection took place in Paris on the twentieth of 
May, when the rallying exclamation was, '* Bread, 
and the constitution of 1703 1" This was followed 
by insnrrentions in the departments, but they were 
au at lengtii suppressed. 

On the ninth of June the only son of the late 
vufortnnate Loois the sixteenth, terminated his 
suAerings in the prison of the Temple, where be 
had been confined from the fatal autumn of 1702. 
On this event the committee of public safety pro- 
posed the exchange of his sister, who remained a 
priscmer in the Temple, for the deputies Semonville 
and Maret, who bad been delivered up to Austria 
by Dnmouriea, wbidi was, after some delay, ac- 
eeded to. The count de l*rovence, the legitimate 
heir to the throne of the Boarboos, was now styled 
Louis the eighteenth. 

NEW FRENCH CONSTITLTION. 

Tbe plan of a new constitution was drawn up by 
a committee appointed for that purpose, and on the 
twenty-third or Angost declared complete. The 
legislative power was vested in two councils, the 
one consbtiug of five hundred, and the other of 
two hundred and fifty members ; to the formei* of 
which, styled the Legislative Council, belooped the 
proposing, and to th^ latter, the Senate, or Council 
, of Eldera, the conftiming of laws. The executive 
^ power was delegated to a directory of five persons. 
7)n this constitution two decrees were ingrafted, 
which, in their conseqaeuces, plunged the metro- 
polia of F^rance into another of tnose scenes of hor- 
ror that had so often been exhibited during the re* 
volution : by the first of these decrees, passed on 
tiie filtii Frnetidor (August the twenty-second), it 
was enacted that the elective bodies should, in ap- 
pointing the deputies to the legislative body, choose 
two-thirds from among the members of the present 
oouTention ; and, by the second, that, in default of 
sndi election, the convention should fill up the va- 
cancies tiiemselves. - The forty eight sections, of 
Paris, 'while they unanimously accepted the consti- 
toticnial act, firmly rejected the law for the ro-eleo- 
tion of the two4hirds, and proceeded to acts of 
open hostility. On the fourth of October the sec- 
tMms, having drawn out their fortses, marched them 
to tiie hall of the convention, and a sanguinary 
battie took place in the streets. The command of 
the troops was confided to Barras by the conven- 
tim i and on this occasion Mapoleon BuonapaxtH 
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fint dtftionbhcd himielf, m a oominander, on tbat 
stage on waich he afterwards became 00 provDinent 
an actor. The different avenues of the 'niaillerios 
being planted widi cannon, giyat slani^ter was 
ihade among the insurgents, who were driren from 
aU their posts, with the loss of about eight hundred 
^cu ; and thio convention, now triumphant, de- 
churcd the nuuority of rotes in the departments in 
farenr of the law of the fifth of Frnctidor. On the 
thirtieth of September the convention solemnly de- 
erccd the incorporation with the repubUo of Franoe 
of all the countries which the boose of Austria, 
prof iously to the war, had possessed on the French 
side of the Rhine : on the twenty-seveioth of Octo- 
ber it was decreed that the panlshment of death 
should be abolished at the peace, and a general 
amnesty granted ; and the piesident, then rising; 
•aid, " The conyention is dissolved I" The mcmben 
•f tbm new legislature proceeded to the choice of 
the directory, and the election fell upon men not 
distinguished as favourites of the people, but most 
of whom bore chancters firee from reproaoli. At 
tile hoad of the list stood ReveiUere Lepaux^ « 
lawyer by profession, and of the Gironde party : 



tion no longer tensile. Tha AnstriuM -a)» Imd 
taken part of his he^vy artillery: Jomdan was 
therefore obliged to raise the siege, and he nipuswl 
the Rhine at Pusseldor^ much harassed by Clnir- 
fftit in his retreat. The Austrians even pnrsBeil 
the enemy across the river, and beat up the f win- 
ters of the Freiach, spreading terror over tiM cv^n- 
try as for as liuxemburg. General Wnrmaev, on 
the other side, proceeded to the attadi of Uanheitti. 
He immediately began a bombardmenl, which in n 
short time destroyed the principal buildings of that 
beautiful city^ reducing it to a scene of dnolation ; 
and the nrnson surrendered themselves prisooMs 
of war. The campaign was at length tonninatMl 
by an annistice of three months. 

WAR WITH HOLLAND— CAPTURR OF THB 
CAPE OF GOOD HOPE, fto. 



the next was Renbel, a moderate man, also an at 



tomey : Letoomenr do la If areh^ «n ofltoer of en- 
gineers, and rather more attached to the mountain 
party, was the tihitd : the fourth was Barras, for 
srly a viseount^ a soldiss 
in hahlta 



man of pleasnre 



hy profn 
: Sieyes, 



the 



statesman, wm at first nominated as the fifth, but 
ho declined the office ; and Camot, a member of 
the committeo of safety under Robespierre, but 
who had attended almost exclusively to the bnsiness 
of the military department, and of whom it was 
said, " that he organised Victory, and rendered her 
permanent,'' filled up tiie number. Thus constw 
tutcd, tho new government, in all its department^ 
entered upon the active exercise of its lunetiun% 
and the palace of the Luxemburg was appointed 
for tho residence of iSam executive power. 

RETURN OF THE ENGUSH ARMY FROM 
TUB CONTINENT— OPERATIONS ON THE 
RHINE. 

The English army, under the command of 
general Sir Ralph Abercrombie, punned by a fiir 
superior force, moved towards the German fron* 
tier ; and on die twelfth of February they crossed 
the Ems at Rheine, much harassed by the advanced 
parties of the enemy. At Groningen the divirion 
commanded by lord Cathcart was refused admis. 
sion ; but, after a long series of disasters, the diat 
tcred remains of this fine body of troops, supposed, 
at their departure from England, to amount to 
tbirly-five thousand men, now reduced to about a 
fifth part of that number, reached the city of Bre< 
men on the twenty-seventh and twenty-eighth of 
March, and soon afterwards embarked, on board 
the transnorta lying ready to receive them in the 
Elbe for England. "^ • 

The allied powers ware not in a sitnatbn to take 
the field till the month of May ; apd it was not till 
the seventh of Jane that the fbrtross of Luxemburg 
was attacked by the French troops. After its sur 
render, nothing seemed wanting to complete the 
glory of the French arms, and to secure their re 
cent acquisitions, but the subjection of Ments;, 
which bad then been fruitlessly besieged for several 
months, — tho Anstrians,' commanded by generals 
Clairfait and Wurmser, maintaioing an uninter. 
rupted intercomrae with the garrison from Cassel, 
on the opposite bank. It being at length peiooivea 
that the ctty could not be reduced uutil a perfect in- 
vestment was formed, a large .body of the French 
troops, under Jourdan, passed ttus Rhine at Dnssel 
dorf, wbich surrendered without resistance^ the 
Austrians retiring to a strong position on the Lahn. 
Another body, commanded by Pichegru, efiTected 
the passage of the river at Manheim, of which city 
they took inunediato possession, on terms very 
favourid>le to the inhabitanti. The investment of 
Ments wis thus at last accomplished, and a confl- 
dent hope was entertained of its speedy capitnla- 
tion ; but a division of Pichegru's aimy, bemg or- 
dered to the attack of a post necessary te prevent 
the Junction of the forces of Clairfait and Wnrmser, 
now marching to the relief of Ments, was overpow- 
ered, and compelled to retreat with precipitation 
to Manheim ; and Jourdan, thus dopnved of the 
expected co-operation of Pichegru, foun^ his posi 



Fbanck having entered 

defensive alliance with HuUand, a . 

was issued by the British gOTeramentv'on the alno- 
teenth of January, containing perempto r y ordan 
to seise whatever Dutch vessels were found in Che 

Sorts of Great Britain ; in censeanenoe of whidi 
ve ships of war were secured, lymg in Plymontfi 
Sound, nine East Indiamen, and abont sixty sail of 
other vessels. On the ninth of Febznary a third 
and a proclamafioa was published, authonaiBg tho cap> 
subtle I ture of %U Dutch ships asid p r op e r ty ; and letters 



property ; 
of marque and reprisal -were also^ after an interval 
of some months, granted; so ttiat war againot 
Holland was virtually doolatod; and before tho 
end of the summer, the famuns aettloment of tho 
Cape of Good Hope surrendered with little rotist- 
anco. The conduct of the eapodltioo was intrustsd 
to vice-admiral Sir George Keith Elphinstoae and 

feneral Sir Alured Claike. On the fourteenth of 
nly a landing was eflocted at Shnono-Town, and 
possession obtained of that place, which had been 
previously ovaonated, with the supposed Intention 
of being burnt. The troops, advanong towards tho 
Cape*Town, carried the strong post of Muvsenber^, 
where general Craig waited for a reinmroemeni 
from St. Salmdor. After some weeks of inaction* 
an attempt te surprise the most considerable of the 
out-posts failed ; and, though tho.Bng^h repelled 
a fierce attai^, their efforts did not deter tticir ad- 
versaries from i^eparing for a general engagp- 
mont. At this crisis, the appearance of the expect* 
od reinforcement checked the eagerness of the 
enemy: the government proposed a cessation of 
hostilities, and terms of capitulation wore adjusted 
on the sixteenth of September, by wfaieh it was 
agreed that .the troops m garrison sbouM be pris- 
oners of war, and that the property of the Dutch 
East India company should bo delivered up to tho 
captor* of tho settlement : but private possessions 
and civil rights woro left inviolate. In the course 
of the year, Trinoomale, Colombo, and other Dutch 
settlements in Ceylon ; Malacca, situated on the 
peninsula of that name ; Chinsura, in the Bay of 
BengHl, and Cochin, on tho coast of Malabar, were 
taken by the British fbroos. 

Early in 17&S. lord Amherst retiring from ptriiHe 
life, the duke of York was appointed oommander- 
in-dbief and field-marshal general of tiie Ibrrcs of 
Great Britain ; the duke of Richmond was removed 
from his post of master of the ordnance, in wUch 
he was succeeded by carl, recently created marquis 
Comwallis ; and Sir William Howe was nominated. 
In the place of the latter nobleman, governor and , 
lieutenant of the tower of London. 



UNPOPULARITY OF THE 
AGAINST THE KING- 



WAR-^miAGE 
-ADDRESS. 



A SPiKiT of discontent pervaded the country at 
this period, and petitions for peace from London, 
York, Norwic'a, Hull, Manchester, &c. were pre- 
sented ; but they were not sufficiently genoral to 
produce any material impression, and theb influ- 
ence was counteracted by other petitions, rxpreo* 
sive of a relianeo hi the wisdom of government, 
and in their readineia to enter upon nMotialions 
for peace whenever the proper period shonid ar- 
rive. In the autumn great apinrchcnsions were 
excited by large assemblages of the popnlaeo, con- 
vened by the Corresponding Society, whieh still 
oontinned its meetings ; and on tho twonty-aixlh 
of October not less than forty thousand peivons as- 
' in a field ooar Copoahagon house, in tho 
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Hdmiy i4 Um metropom for like fnrpm^ of Toting i 
A number of rMolonom «cprmm99 #f ih«ir ytewa , 
of the roeaturM of fororaaMat ; md a potMoa, ' 

Craymg tbat tLe bill roceatiy iatrodveBd into tho ; 
ooM for the rettrictioii. or rather the oiler pre- i 
Tootlon of pepolar aMenoMiea, Air the p ur poe e ef 
political inrevtifation. might he iMimftml with 



that marked <liraBprobetioo it ee jeatly deaetred. 
To iDcrease the amtations pcedcMaed by the coirtlfcts 
of partiea, a Mardtv aiiiiag almoat to teniae, pve- 
Tauod throoghout we kiagdoa* Hm acaidty wee 
oocasioocd on part, at least), bv aa tlarmhag defi- 
ciency ia 4he yeor'a cre|R, ^MA had aalBnnBd ex- 
tremdy by iocoMaat raiae. TlieftateoftheaaliaD 
ttom these oiroometaaoee appeared ao oitieal, that 
it was judged expedieat toaaMmble pailiaBBeatat 
an eaxlier period than eeoal. • 

On the twenty-aiath of October, the day ftsed for 
the meeting|Ui onaaualcoaooaiee of people aisa ui - 
Ued in the Faik; and, aa hia u^jeety passed to the 
bonse, violent exclanmtioas were heeoro of ** Peaeet 
Bread 1 No PittI No war I" The damoar iaciaae- 
ing, stones were thrown at iho royal carriage as it 
proceeded throogh the strsets of Westminster; and 
from a house near the AbboT, a bnUet was sapposed 
to be discharged from aa air-gnn, as no aoise was 
heard, thoagn something passed through the glass 
of the coach with great force and Toloaty. On en- 
tering the boose of peers his M i^esty, in some per- 
turbation, addressing tlie lord-ohaaoellor. said, **^Mj 
lord, I have been shot at.** Therageofniem&ignid- 
ed populace was not yet exhausted ; for, on his return 
from the bouse, the king was again assailed in tlie 
park ; and to snc3i a pitdi did uie mob carry their 
vesentaieBt, that one party of them attacked and 
nearly denwlished the state carriage as it returned 
empty from St. James's ; while another attempted 
to stop the private carriage of the Ung^ in which 
he had seated himself for tlie purpose of joining his 
lamily at the queen's house, and even to force open 
the carriagf doors. At tlds critical moment the ar< 
rival of a party of the Hfo-goards dispecsed the po- 
pulace, and the king, with great diffloulty, reached 
the queen's house. So gross an oatrageaa ttds had 
never been offered to aay other aMnaieh of Great 
Britain smce the days of Charles the Ifarst A re- 
ward of one thousand pounds was immediately 
offered, to be paid on convictioa of aay persoa ooa- 
ceraed in this daiiag aad crinlaal asMolt ; but ao 
one who had been giUlty ef aay actual violeaoe was 
ever discovered. The oaly persea brought to 
puaishuMat was Kidd Wake,a3oumeyBMn]mnter, 
vkho was found to have been aaMmg the hissers and 
disturl>ers of tlie king's peace, of which orime he 
was eenvieted, and sentenced to five years solitary 
confonement in the peniteatiary-house at Gluaoes- 
ter, and to stand in tbe pillory. 

llie outrage committed imoa the sovereign ex- 
cited great consternation m the house of lords ; 
and, as soon as the king withdrew, die ministers 
had a ahort oonsnltatiea as to the proper mode of 
proceediag on so extraordiaiay aa o cea s i en. It 
was at leagth deteradaed to poetpoae the coosider- 
atioa ef die spe ec h from the ttreae to the following 
day, and immediately to fern the house into a 
committee of privilegse. Thia being done, lord 
Grenvffle apnraed the peers of the attack which 
the king had sustained en his way to die house. 
Some vmaesses were next examined, who proved 
that, after the royal carriage had p as s ^ the gate- 
way at die horse^gaaids, there were frequent ex- 
damatians of <*lJown with George 1 No KingP 
and maay stoaes were thrown at die coach by the 
moL l^inhea all the foots had beea established, a 
co afo r ence was propeeed with die commons, aad a 
joint addreee was pre s e n ted to the king, la which 
the two houses avowed their iadignation and ab- 
horrence at die daring outrage oflered to his ma- 
jesty, and requested that he would be pleased to 
direot the most effeetual measures to be taken, 
without delay, for discovering the authors and abet- 
tors of Climes 



that ciWs terminate in any order of things afford- 
iag a reasonable expectation of security and per- 
Bioaeaee in any treaty which might be cvncluded. 
the appearance of a itiith fo negotiate for a general 
peace en jnst and suitable terms vould not fail to 
be met bv die Idng with an earnest desire to giro 
it the faflest and speediest effect. The speech no- 
tifo»d that treaties ef defoaslve alliaace had been 
concluded with die two imperial oeurts, and that a 
commercial treaty had been rattted with America. 
The address having being proposed by lord Dal- 
keith, Fox moved aa amendment assertmg the ahl- 
Kty of fhe French government to maintain the ac- 
eastoiaed relations of peace and amity with other 
aaHons, and praying his mi^esty to give directions - 
lo his ministers to offer such tenns to the F^vnch 
Tepublic as would be consistent with the honour of 
his crown, and with the security and interests of 
his people. But the amendment was negatived by 
a large majority. 

Two bills were brought into parliament, one *' for 
the safety and preservation of bis majesty's ^or- 
emment against treasonable and seditious practices 
and attempts," and the other **■ for the more effec- 
tually prevendng seditions meedngs and assem- 
blies." Ilmse biUs had for their ol^ect the restric- 
tion of the right hitherto possessed by the people 
of assembling for the purposes of pedtioning the 
crown and legislature, and of discussing political 
sutr^ts : they materially extended the law of high 
treason, and aggravated the punishment of sedi- 
tion ; and were warmly opposed in each step of 
their passage through both nouses, as violent and 
unnecessary encroachments on the privileges grant- 
ed by die consdtution ; but were carried by moro 
than the usual m^ority, such was the impression 
made by the intemperate proceeding which had 
taken plaoe. Their duradon, however, was limited 
to three years. 

SCARCITY OF C0RN--4itJPPLI£S'BIRTH OP 
PRINCBSS CHARLOTTB. 

Paxliahimt was not nnndndful of the critical 
state of die country, owing to the scarcity of com. 
It appeared, fr^mi the information laid before a 
oommlttee of the house appointed to inquire into 
this snUect, that the prindoal faUnre in die late 
harvest had been the crop off wheat, and a bounty 
of twenty shillings per quarter was hi consequence 
ordered to be paia on the importation of wheat 
from the Mediterranean ; fifteen shillincs per quar- 
ter en that from America ; and five shilBngs per 
quarter on Indian com. Bills were also passed 
for prohibiting the manufacture of starch from 
wheat ; for prohibiting the distiUadonof spirits from 

Kin ; and for facilitatiiir the cultivation of waste 
ds; and a oonsideraUe number of enclosure 
UBs passed the house in die course of this session 

L of parliament. 

I On dm. fourth of November lord Arden moved 
thcc one hundred and ten thousand seamen, in- 
dadiag eighteen tlioasand marmes, should be voted 
for the serrioe of the year 1706 ; and Windham, on 
the same occasion, proposed tbat two hundred and 
seven diouMnd men should be employed in the 
land servioe. These motioas being carried, PiU 
brought forward, on the seventh of December, a 
ptepoeal to negotiate a loan of eighteen milUon 
pounds, and stated the sum of twenty-seven million 
five hundred thousand pounds to be the estimated 



[nenses of the approachmg year. 



KING'S SPBBCH— BILLS AGAINST TRBASON.' 

In the speech from the throne the king expres- 
sed his satfsfocdon at the improved state of public 
afiairs, arising from the measores which had been 
adopted for preventing the invasion of Italy and 
Germany by the French ; the crisis brought about 
by die prevalence of anarchy at Paris .was repre- 
sented as l&ely to produce consequences highly 
important to the interests of Borope ; and, should 



go was delivered to the house of commons 
by Pitt, on the eighth of December, anaouncmg 
the estabUshment of such a fonn of government in 
F^raace as appeared capable of m a in tai n ing the re- 
lations of peace and amity, and expresrive of a 
readiness on the part of the British government to 
meet any proposal for negotiadon, on the part of 
the enemy, with a ddkire to rive it the speediest 
effect in prodncing a peace. On the following day 
Pitt moved aa address of thanks to his aunesty. 
Tlds address gave rise to a debate, in which Sheri- 
dan proposed an amendment, disclaiming the idea 
of oonsiaering any change of government in Franco 
as affectiBg ue princ^le of n^otiation. and pray 
ing that a treaty might immediately be entered 
upon. This amendment was said to be perfecdv 
consistent with the spirit of the me ssage, which ad- 
mitted that Great Britain might now safolv treat : 
where then could be the objection of decUraig that 
she would treat widi France T To this reasoning 



SS6 

ninuten otaerred, tiiat ift was U|^y proper and 
expedient that tbe executive govvrnmeiit thoold be 
left unfettered, and die amendment was negatired 
mtboat a diridoB. 

inw.— The only clifld of the prince and prineeaa 
of Walea, waa bom on the aerendi of January, and 
baptiied Charlotte, in compliment to her augoit 
grandmother, the queen of England. 

PARLUMENT DISSOLVED. 

Ok the tenth of May an addreaa to the Una waa 
moved, in the upper houae by the earl of Guild- 
lord, and in the lower hooae by Fox,deoIaiing that 
the duty incumbent on partiament no longer per- 
mitted them to diaaemUtt their deliberate ojjiimnn, 
that the distreia, diflkcnlty, and peril, to which thia 
eountry was then sobjected, had ariaen from the 
miacondnct of the king's miniaters, and waa likely 
to exist and increaae as long as the same principlea 
which had hitherto guided tbeae miniaterB>ahould 
continne to preTiil In the oeancila of Great Britain. 
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FoK enlaiged audi on " that neat fiital of all OM 
innmierabla errors of minSaters,** their rushing inio 
a minoQS and unneeeasary war, inatead of mediat- 
ing between Pnace and die allied powers. Had 
diey, said he, oomaelled Us m^eaty to accept die 
gratefnl oflloe of med i ator, it woold bare added 
teatre to the national character, and plaoed Britain 
in the exaltad situation of arWtrem of the world. 
Pitt inabted thait hia maieety could not hare in- 
terpeaed hia medintion withoot incurring die baa- 
ard of involring hiaaaelf in a war with taat power 
wUch ahonld hare refused his tenns. The modona 
of bodi Fox and lord OviidfaTd were loat by im- 
menae m^foritieab The piAIic bnainess bring now 
oonduded, his m^featy tenninnted the session otf 
neriiament, en the nineteendi of May, widi a speedh 
from die diroiM, expressire of the highest approtw- 
tion of the imilonn wisdom, temper, and ftrmnCBi^ 
which had appeared In aH their preceedinga since 
their ftrat aseeting in tkat place ; and on the fol- 
lowing day die parliament waa diiadred by 
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CHAPTER XXYIII. 



tfosttU Op9rathHM ht lUttjf mid G ernuu tf IHsturbtmegs in La VatdU Urmjn mttd - Jfcicew tf tk9 
SriiUh to M« West JndUs—ikntwrB of m Dutch Sgumdr^m in SaUmnhm BaiH-SvaenmHom of Corsica 
bt the Briiisk— Invasion ofjroland athmyted Ay the FrtmA—NaoaiOperanomo—D^foreneos beiweon 



Franco and Atnoriea— Spain and HoUand dectaro War atainst Groat Britain— Stato of From 
Moasuros against British Ommareo— Opening of tho New PtirUament^Nogotiations for Poaeo— 



gneeossfvi result— Increase of the Natkmat f^eo—Fhsandai MeasuresSuspensUn of Cash Pap- 
meats bp the Bank—AiaraUng Mmttnp in the Navp— 'Discontents in Ireiand^Navat Operations— Ad- 
mirai Jorvi^s vietorp of Oupe St, Vmcent—A dai i r ai Dmncaafs Hetorp of Camperdaam— Bombard' 
aunt of Cadiz— Capture of Trinidad— Faiiwe at Porto Bico— Unsuccessful attempt mi Tener^o— 
French troops land in fvales— Surrender ^ Mantua, and Bxvuision of the AustrUtns_from Italp-^ 
The French advance kUo the heredttarp doashslons, a$id e om pe i the Bm f ero r to asake 
of Csaofo Foratio-^ntemal Afmlre ^ Frmnee. 



OPBRATION8 IN ITALY AND OKRMANY. 



dttwi iiHiif d to 



Ilaty, Older iSbm 



^ of AwO h« 
vepnbllo. Mid 



ffl HBFry ghjov ^ 
^L iMwural diTwrMon in 
Band of Bvonaparte. In 
cBtarod thoterrttoffy oftiieGoBi 
<|slcklT oviooody oy dMniioiit 
tnortturj taknti ibr war wbieh aft i w aidi oto- 
vntad Um to tbo ■ooak of power and fione. In 
the ipaoo of iKwa dayi Bnoonpnrte, with tbo aid of 
Bonhier and MaaMna, gainod three Tictorioe ; 
Hondo? i and other towns were redooed ; and the 
Unf of Sardinia waa eo diacooraaed, that to pro> 
cure a eeeeatien of hoetilitieB, be dMirered np lone 
of hia principa l iortreaeea to the Tiotoriona annj. 
A peace was toon condnded between him and tiba 
fnnoh, to n^Hnn he ceded tho dntrhy of SoToy and 
ty of Nice for evor. AdTandng to Lodi> on the 

of May, tho Frencdi eneonntered general 
«.en; bnt thoy wore oppeoed by aneh atrenm* 
eflbrti, and m trenwnaoaa a fire, ttaU riotory 

~ to proniae itMlf to the Anatrian bnttaliona. 
At length, howoTor, after a OMMt eangninary con- 
filoL die bridge waa forced, and the repnbUcan ar> 
»y bore down all beiSDre it. Tbo anoeoM of thia ao- 
oonnMneed in oppoaition to aU the mlea of 
by no BMMna jiutifted the attempt. When 



tile fint eofamm had adTanced half way aeroe* tho 
bridge, a ringlo diaefaarge of tiie Anatrian attillory 
nmwod down aoTon hnndred men ; and tho darkr 
neaa in whi^ tiie onoho enToloped the French, 
alono enabled tiiem to gain tho oppoolte extremity. 
It ia the ondonbted dnty of a-commaoder to ezpeee 
hb troops to the least poeriUo dang«nr ; and the ne* 
oeaaity of eroMing the Adda at Lorn^ when it might 
hOTO been effected at eome other point, does not ap^ 
near anficienlly impemtire fo reaeve Bnonaparte 
vom the impntatjon of baring wantonly ■acrtfced 
Urea of hia men. By thb Tiotory ho gained 
of the greater part of tim M uaneae ; and, 
after haring qnelled an inaorrootion of tbo now rab- 
Joots of FraiMse at Paria, ho entered the eodeaiaa- 
tical atatea, and took pcawaiien of Bologna, Ur^ 
btaio, and Ferrara. Alarmed in tiie Ugheat decree 
at tlie advance of an enemy, now be c enie fonrnda* 
able to all Italy, bodi the pope and the king of 
NiAlea mod for an aimialice , whidi waa granted 
to hia Sicilian mnleoty on tlie easy condition of 
wittidrawing all aariatance from the allied oacmj ; 
bnt the pope waa oMiged not merely to cede to the 
F^rencb the towns already in their poeaeea i cn, bnt 
to add to their nnmber the city and ft nU esa of Anr 
cona, on tfie Adriatic, togedier with a contribntion 
of twenty'One million Iraica by instalments, and a 
pvesent of one bondred plctnrea, statues, basts, and 
f asea, to be aelectod by competent Jndgea of the 
from the galleries at Rome, to adorn dm mn- 
of France. Simflarterms were also exacted 
the dnkea of Panna and Modena. On tho 
twenty-eii^di of Jane a detnnhment of Wench 




troops took pssacsaion of Leghorn, thongh beiong* 
ing to a nontral power, on pretext of dislodging the 
Bngiiah, dM whole of whose property fsand in that 
dty waa confiscated to the oae m the repoMic ; tiie 



fltf tory, howorer, had remored the greater part of 
their eflbeti to the isle of BIbn. Tho Anstriana be- 



ing panned by tlie Tirench into dm Venetian . tevfl* 
tory, tte senate, wliose policy ithad alwap been to 

Cy the greatest deisraice to power, alter mani- 
idng a partiality to the canae of the allies foond 
it necessary ta bend beCDre the genins of tlm OaBio 
democracy, and tho connt do Irofnnce (Looia the 
XVIII.), who had taksn ref^ in thotar tetritory, 
was aeairen to wMnamw. 

The command of dm Anatrian aff^iy in Italy, wna 
conforred on field-manhal Wnrmser, a warrior, 
who in hia eightieth year, eoadiined all the energy 
and ardour of yondi with the experience cf age. 
Haring collected the shattered remains of Ben». 
Hen's army, and strengthened dmm with large re- 
Intoroementa, he crosse d the Adif e towards the end 
of Jnly, and obliged die IVenoh to raise the aiegeof 
Mantua. On the fifth of Angnat the 
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came in conflict and the battle was continned for 
aereral aaocesavo days: bnt riotory at lengdi de- 
dared in fiftTonr of the nendi general, and Wurm. 
ear was obliged to take ref ngn ^ Mantua. The 
emperor immediately asseiiitweil another army, at 
the head of wUeh waa placed Alrinai, a memberof 
die Aniic council, who commenced bis operationa 
with aome success at the head of fifty tiionsand 
men, expecting to be able to Ibrm a Junction with 
the armyof me Tyrol, and raise the blockade of 
Mantua; bnt his progresa was intercepted by Bno- 
naparte, who, c r oss in g Hha Adipe on the fourteenth 
of NoTomber, adyanced to tlie rillafe of Aroole, a 
position equally str en g th ened by nature and ait; 
and, after a most obstinate and bloody txmfMt, 
which lasted three days, waa at length snocoaatal, 
through the atratagem befiwe pracwed, of 
the enemy in die rear. In the mean dme die 
wingof the Frendi army had been forced by , 
eralDaridowich, who adTanced wiAin eight leagnee 
0^ Mantua : bnt Bnonaparte, taking adrantage of 
hia late rictory, ordered general Maaaena to repaaa 
die Adige, and attack the s nc ees sfu l diririon, 
which waa forced to retire behind the Arisio, on the 
twenty-second of NoTember, while Alrinri took re- 
fuge on the other side of the Brenta, after losing 
six thousand nwn in killed and wounded, eighteen 
pieces of cannon, and four standards. Thus ended 
one of die most memorable campaigns recorded in 
history. 

Hie F^mdi amdos on the Rhine wen under 
die ***——»«■»'< of Jourdan and Moroan. Three 
battles won s u c c em i veiy at Rencben, Rastadt, and 
Bdingim, not only enabled tho inraders to gain 
poesseaiflii of the paaaea of tho Black Fbrest, hot to 
hiTcst Ments, Manhebn, PhaUpaburf , and Bhren' 
brektstein, at the same time, the engaiwmettt at 

LI 
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BdiBfMi, wlMM the ncbdvltb Charl«, bvottMr of 
the evperor, a galleBt ami popular priiiee, now at 
the heed of the Aoatiian anny, contended againat 
Morean in penou, waa long and obstinate ; and, 
when at length the Anrtriana were forced to retire* 
It waa radier before the entfaoiiaam than the lope- 
rkir skin of ttMir adremriea. In this Tictonou 
eareer Iforeav forced the elector ef BaTaiia, the 
dvke ef Wortembarg, and the Margmre of Baden, 
to sue for peace ; wtaUe loordan, aeiaing on No- 
rendierg, lugoldatadt, and Amberg, menaced Ans. 
trim en Ua right, at well aa Bohemia in hia front. 
The retreat of the imperial foveea in Oennany was 
conten^porary with the dreadfol losses which they 
were sostaining from Bnoniqiarte In Italy; bnt 
Oieir atrenath, though orerpowered, was not 
broken. The archduke Clurles, baring receiyed 
oonAderable soppUes, detenninea to throw iiimself 
between the inradem and Batisbon ; but before his 
arriral tka army of Waitensleben bad fought a 
'Bucoessful battle, and driren the French from the 
heighta before Amberg. Hie arcbduke arrired in 
penon, and, after defeating the enemy under Ber- 
aadotte, dxore them back to Newmark. JTourdan, 
flnding hia left wing and rear thus exposed to a 
tuperior force, was diiren as for as Wurtsborg, 
whaore they were again overtaken, and, beinf once 
more defoated, they were seised with a panic, and 
immediately disbanded. 

Hie oonqnesti of Morean were now becom e nse- 
leaa, in conaeqnence of the defeat of Joordan. The 
■er, after conducting hia rictorioua tvoopa from 
boaka of the Bhine to those of the Danube and 
and prering ancoeosfoL in Ave pitfihad 
m now obliged to remmimoe hia celeb«nt- 
•d ralnnt, which he«Kecnted with great aUH and 
judgment. HaTing completriy de- 
Ae Anstrimta relatiTe to the route he fan- 
I to take, he erqoaed the Lech, en the eleventh 
ef Sept— tber, and retired in an erdeily manner, 
detoanng aB the Auetvian eorfu which atteispted 
to appeee Urn. Haring at langOi forced the pasaea 
ef dm Bhwk Fonat, andpeaetrated thrabgh a 
dedle eaUttd the YaBey of HeU, the name of which 
aufldently expresses dm nature of ^m country, 
at the head of aa annv fodgned by the 
of its amrch tbxouil» a boftile couanry of 
than ttaee hundred aOes in extent, destitnto 
ef ahees , and rendered sickly by continual raina, 
paisail the Bhine at Hunlngen without moleata- 
HoBv and fatamed to Straaburg, tiie point whenoe 
ha fet oat, «a the twenty-sixth of October, leaving 
a stiaBg ganisoa in Kehl, which, after a brava 
aufieadered to tlw archduke. 



DI8TUBBANCES IN LA VENDEE 
TBRMINATBD. 

In La Vendte, StoiBett the insurgent leader, 
in the couxM of two years had defeated his 
opponeati in more than a hundred actfama, waa 
an^tised end taken by two republican oAcets in 
tibe village of Langrenaere, and exeeuted at Angen 
an ttie twenty>tliird of February. The Yendeana 
and Ghouans stQl. however, remaining attached to 
tiie eaaae of royalty, Charetto continued to embrace 



roopi^ 
erery opportunity 'of annoyance, until, at length, J Hoche, were embarked at Breat, intended to 



being totally defeated, and aisfoUowers coimdetely 
dineised, after wandering aome time in tae dis- 
'flnwe of a peasant, he was disoovered and taken, 
and, on the twento-eiybth of April, executed at 
Nantea. On the frill of these chiefr, all the insur- 
ge^jt departments readily submitted; and Hoche, 
who at Quil>eren had acquired some distinction aa 
a warrior, was empowered by ttw directory to 
adopt lenient methods for brinsing over the ra- 
auining maleoontenti, and hailed aa the pariftcater 
of La Vend^. 

BRITISH SUCCESSES IN THB WEST IN- , 
DIES--DUTCH SQUADRON CAFTUBBD. 

The cooqueata of the Fkench In Earope did not 
prevent the bglish from persevering in their inten- 
tion to capture all their remaining coloniea. aa well 
as those of their aOies, between the troplci ; and 
they were now enabled, by dieir strength, to obtain 
eacceaaes in tibat quarter unknown in any former 
aailod ef the war. Demerara,.Isaequibo, and Ber» 
Itee, sunreadered to the British commanders. A 
debaifcatlon was effected on St Lucia: and the 
enemy retired to Mome Chabot, one of the Jtroog- 



tpe- 




eat poaMona of the island^ which waa carrlad by 
the gallantry of a snmll body under tta ordera «il 
Sfr Ralph Abercrombie. Mome Faitane waa next 
invested and taken ; two ttiousand French s eldief 
were made prisoners, flie Inaargent aagro 
armed, and the island ceded to Britain. An 
diticn ander general Knox, to St. Yincenf s, 
taken on &e twenty-fifth of May, waa no 
aaeceasfol, where the French aananderad to 
number of seven hundred : the dispenion ef the 
Caribba immediately foOowad. 
af torwards made on Grenada, 
with Utde bloodshed. A body of 
troops arrived eariy in the spring at die Mole in 
St. l>omingo ; but the mortamy of the yellow fever 
was so great, and the numbers of the free blacks 
and mulattoeo so formidable, that the war waa 
waged with few advantagea on our side. Tous- 
saint, widi his negro aiimy, and Begaud at tibe 
bead of the mnlattoes, maintained a fieroe« t'^^uch 
desultury, warfore ; and ttie British with diOcaiey 
retained tfieir extensire chain of posti, occupying 
a ooaat three hundred miles in exrent. 

Ilie Dutch government, determined not to suftr 
the loss of the Cape of Good Hope withouia strug- 
gle to regain so important a settlement, fitted out 
an expemtion, consisting ci two safl of the Una, 
three smaller ships of war, and three 
sels, which anchored on the second of 
ttie Bay of Saldanha. Juat at the critical BMrnaat 
when general Craig, with his 
maw hin g down to the eoMt to 
they perceived a British fleet of two aeventy-fiwra^ 
five aixty^fonw, a fifty^a ship, 
vesaels, advancing widi a mir wind 
tha harboar. 11m &BgUsh admin 
su|iarierity« anchored within 
Dtttoh vemels, and aent a 
their eoamuuider to anrreader. 
gdbartaa liueas, 
uaavaUiag, obeyed tha 
teenth oT Aagnat he i 
without firing a g«a> 

THB BRITISH EYACUATB COBSICA— THB 
FRENCH ATTEMPT TO INYADB IRELAND. 

Tai tufbnlent spirit of the mhabitants ef Cosal- 
c«, and the arrival of a body of Freaeh aader 
geaeial Gaaette, to co-operato with intrmal revalc, 
rendered the posaeasioa of that island no leagar 
peeiihle to tha British. Sandag on tim heighto 
abofo Bastia, die iavadem captared the otv: 
Fioveaao, Bonlfodo, and the tower of Mortolla* 
were retaken on the twentieth of October, aad 
coBsiderable spoils feU into the hands of the vicloaa 
on the retreat of the Rag lish fleet firam the adiosa- 
ing bay, and on the final evacaation of the ie- 
land. The island of Elha, however, which 
lieea aeixed some months before, waa stiB 
tained and fonaed a asefnl aneoal. aad 
venieat statioa. 

The state of Ireland anooaraged the 
government to strike >* blow of no fwrnmom impor- 
tance. On the twefitieth of 
thousand chosen traoniL under tibo 





on their arriral, with a body of the disaffected Iris^ 
who were known to be considerable in nuaibanu 
and organiaed for iaaurrection. Admiral Yillaac 
Joyeuse sailed htm Brest widi eighteen aWpa ef 
the line, besides frigates and transports : the wind 
at first waa fovonraUe, but acaroely had the aspa- 
dition left the outer harbour, when a storm areaa 
which di^Mned the fleet, and senaiating tha 
frigate which carried Hoche, obliged him to eaoana 
iato the kiibear of Rochelle, after being chased ay 
two Britiah vessels. Of the whole dedt only ei|ht 
two-decken reached the coaat <tf Ireland, aader 
admiral Bonrot, who appeared off Bantry Bay, bat 
%as forced from tfiat station in a fow days bjf tern. 
pestuoua weather, and obliged to ratuzn to 
without efbcting a landing. In tiiis 
the French lost taxee shipa of the lina and 
frigates, by atress of weather; but thay had tta 
singular good fortune to escape lord Bridport aad 
adaural Colpoys, tite former of whcpi, wiA a 
British fleet under his ooonnand, anivad ia 
Bantry Bay fanmadiataly after Aa departnra ef tha 
enemy. 

Such was the detefmined conrtge of Britiah a«a. 
men at this period, Aat scarcely any iafeiiotity ef 
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$mem coidd d»t«r dwar fiNm a cimlMt hi ma ) 
•▼«a in poK th* 0n«BBVIi thiwoU ware ftvqventf y 
boarded Mid c»t oat, vnder the inceeeent ire of tbe 
lietteriee, and ducbanee of moiiketry. One of the 
ummc fcauant oetioiu duiinc tbe war was fooght 1^ 
Captain IVoOop^t in tbe Glatton, of ftftj-fiMir gona, 
on the Mxteentb of Joly, with six French frigate*, 
which he beat off, thoiidi sonroanded in raoh a 
manner as to be attadroj at the nme Umo on the 
lee qwurte^ the woattier-bow, and the stem* On 
tbe other hand, the Franch SDade a raoeoMful eoL- 
podition to Newfeondbnd, wheve aUppiag and 
mercbandiee to a larga anaonnt ware «aptared or 
destroyed in Aagast, by a sqaadron under admiral 
Kichery, who retaiBod to mace wilhont the lorn 
ofasingieTmsel. 

DIFFBRENCB8 BBTWBBN FRANCE AND 
AMBR1CA-8FAIN AND HOLLAND DB- 
CLARB WAR AGAINST BRITAIN. 

ScAMCBLY had the new goTomment ol Fraaee, 
iiuder the directory, oonmenced its operalioni^ 
when a diffsrenoe arose between that eonatry and 
Amrnca, originating in tike treaty of amity and 
comneroe recently oxoeotMl between Great Britain 
and tbe United States. TUs treaty was said to 
disooTor a dinposition altogether ininncAl to Fhmoc, 
and Um proTbions to be wholly incompatftio with 
the idea of nentrsKty. By tbe treaty of 1778, still 
in force, the United States gnaranteed to FVanee 
the po mesiio p of their West India colonies ; but by 
the treaty of 1700 they oonacntod that eren enp. 
plies of prorisions sent to those islands fnm Aam> 
ricasbooid be treated as lUegal coaunerce. The 
directory* regarding the AmeiiBans ht tbe Ugbtof 
aecroC enenues, mMe sadi depredations on tbitir 
trade, ander Tarions pretences, as ahnost amounted 
to a coauaercial war : and an aixet was issnM on 
the third of Joly, osjoining French ships of war to 
obeenre the same conduct towards the Tosseh of 
neutral nations as diey bad hitherto snfhred with 
impunity from dm Enriisb. Thus began that op. 
mressiTO system, by which neutral nations were 
doomed to oe persecuted in the future uwgics s ef 
- - - ionlMiL 
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the war, under the designation of Bedin 
dooro^St and British ordem in coonciL Toward 
the dose of the summer, Monroe, the AaMi^gan 
ambassador at Faris, was recaled from, his em. 
bamy, to. the gioatdimatiifaoHon of the Fkeuch gov- 
emment, who reftued to reoeire bis suooossor, 
Pjnkney, in the same capacity : and M. Adot, the 
French resident in Philadelphia, netifted to the 
American government, on the twenty-tUrd of 
NoTomber, that the directory had suspended him 
from the eabordse of his functions. Surii was the 
situation of the foreupi relations of the United 
States, when general Washington resigned bis 
goremmont* and again retired to his p^fffTial 
estate on the bonks of die Potowmac 

When French influence, aided by tbe feata of tbe 
Spanish monarch, had prodaced a peace between 
thos e nations, tliere was reason to apfrebend that 
the artftil repoblicans would lead that passiTc prince 
hito a dose alliance, and endeavour to render Ids 
arms sabserrient to the views of Franco; but the 
Spaniards were not Tory eager to commence boo* 
tiuties against their Into aDies : a treaty of con- 
federaev, howerer, was at leng]^ concluded, and 
on Uio nfth of OdfAtex his catholio m^josty declared 
war againat (keat Britain, on frivolous and absurd 
paetenoea. In BeUandL a national cenventioo of 
the inhabitants of the United Provinces met at tbe 
Hague on the Ifarst of March, and formed a consti- 
tutmn on tim nmdel of the nench republic One 
of the ibrst acts of the new govomment was to 
deelai* war againat England. 

STATE OF FRANCE-MEASURES AGAINST 
BRITISH COMMBRCBL 

At Paris the JaooUns, who had hitherto flQcd 
the principal places under goToramont, encaged at 
witnessiag the return of moderate piinciplea, 
manifostcd their hostility by exerdttng flmir 
povrer, whore they still renmined in oflkoe, in the 
most end and oppressive manner ; and insurrec- 
tions in Turious pacts of the countrr look place, 
but diey were all quickly sm>pressed. The direc- 
tory next determinod to submit to the operation of 
the law the sanguinary perpetrators of the »»»• 



sacxes of Septssnber, ITBt > and* of a mea 
farDHffht to trial, sobm were e&ocutocU mid others 
imprisoned, but a large m^iority were acquitted. 
The directory then turned their attention to the 
sul^ect of flnance, the rapid deoKno of tlw credit 
of the amignsts having rendered that species of 
naper altogetlier o s e lois : and as gold and diver 
had disappeared^ it was judged expedient to em- 
ploy some other means to replace the debased 
currency. A law was aeoordingiy named to sell 
die remainder of tim natiand ifflifaiufj for whidi 
the nation was to receive, in payment, a new paper 
Ihbrication, under the name of mandate, to bo 
issued to the amount of fimr hnndrod milHons of 
Hvres ; but in a very lisw montba they annk so low 
as ono4tfth of tho price alBxed by dm nationd 
treasury.- In the addst of theee diiBculties, tho 
oonunittee of finance presented a report^ contain 
ing a generd statement of tbe public revenue, from 
which it appeared that the expenditaro during 
the last year amounted to a thousand millimis m 
livrea, and that the ordinary annud revenue was 
hardy five hundred millions. To aaake up this 
enormous defioiency, Tarinus r e s ou r ces were point 
od out ; but tho nrindpal expedient was to be 
Ibond in the sale of the diurch lands in the newly 
united provinces of the Netherlands. 

Various had been the plans of annoyance against 
ttiis country pnQccted by the F^rencb government ; 
but aU had lutberto been delayed or set adde, as 
inadequate and impracticable^ till it was snggmted 
that the moot effoctud amdo of opposing &igiand 
with advantaga was to attack Imr commer c e, by 
shutting out her manufactures from every port in 
Europe subject to French oontroL or under FremA 
influence. TUs new species of hostility was car- 
ried into oxecution with as much despateh as the 
Jarring interests of the continentd powen would 
aOow, and British manu&ctures soon fimnd no 
legd entranoe into any port on the continent, from 
the Elbe to the Adriatic, with ^e exception only 
of the pocto of tho Hans Towns» of Portugal, and ef 



Catherine the second, emprem of Russia, died en 
the evening of the sixth of Novendier. Her reign 
win dways rank among the moot splendid periods 
of Russian history : but its most glorious actiona 
were blended wifli ii^ustioe and stamod by cruelty ; 
and in tiie accomplishment oi her ends she never 
hedtated widi respect to moans. She was sue* 
oeeded by her son, tiie emperor PauL who, having 
the most denodc notions of kingly ripfat, condder> 
ed the Bourbon frmily as inlquitoudy cgocted from 
a possession which ther derived from heaven. 
About tbe samo time auo died Viotor Amadous, 
king of Sardinia, at an advanced age, and bis son, 
dm prince of Piedmont, suoeeeded to his ttirone. - 

NEW PARLIAMENT^NEGOTIATIONS FOR 
PEAC&-UNSUCCESSFUL. 

To counteract Oie impression ttiat the conted 
was as interminable in its duration as it wm inde- 
finite in ite d^eets ; his mi^jesty, in Us speech at 
the opening of the new parliament, on fbe sixdi of 
October, 1790, declared that he had omitted no enr 
deavours for restoring peace to Europe ; in conso- 
qoence of which, a way was now opened to an 
immediate negotmtlon, wbidi must pioduce an 
honourable peace for us and our allies, or prove to 
what canse ahme the nrolongatioiii of the war was 
to be ascrflied. For tnis purpose his mi^jesty said 
he would immediately send a person to Paris, wiUi 
fun powers to treat fi>r tills omect, and it was hie 
anxious wish Uiat &e negotiation might lead to the 
restoration of g^erd peace. But it was evident 
tliat notUng could so mudi contribute to dve ef- 
fect to the negotiatian as a manlAistetion Aat wo 
possessed bom the determination and the resources 
to oppose, witti tncreased activity and energv, an 
enemy who had openly professed a design to at* 
tempt a descent upon these kingdoms. On the 
propriety of enterinf upon a negotiation with re- 
publican FWmce, some difference of opbdim existed 
Dotween ministers and their supporters ; some of 
whom adhered to the published opinion of Burke, 
vis. ftat tbe restoration of monarcfav and the an- 
cient orders, under certain modifications, oug^t te 
be the sole and avowed purpose of the war ; that 
no pebce could be secare imtO flmt obfect was ef- 
fected ; and that wis must either conquer the revo- 
lution, or the-revdution wodd conquer us. Im 
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HISTOIUr OF OBBAT BBITAIK. 



confonoBl^ to CImm MStiiDoiiti, cui FICswOHsin 6ii« 
tMred OB m» joimala of (he hoQM of lordc ft protest, 
•eeifDing reMons for refndng to concur fad en adr 
4reM of tbenka f<kr Us nuif estj^ sp ee c h . 

In the moDth of March, WicUiaa, the Biidsh 
•mbessedor to the Helretic States, was directed to 
ap^y to Barthelend, diplomatic ageat for France 
at Saale, to inqnire if toe goremment of France 
were cUsposed to enter into a negotiation wiUi his 
m^eety and Lis allies. Bardielfliai was instmctod 
to answer, tfiat flie goremment of France ardently 
desired to pro^^nre lor the republic a JusL honour- 
able, and solid peace ; but an indJspensable condi- 
tion of any treaty entered into for that purpose 
was tilke retention of those conquests which had 
actually been annexed to the leiiiUiiy of the re- 
public. TUs reply, expressing; a dedded resohitlon 
not to surrender tne Attstrian Netheriands to die 
imperor of Gennany, displayed, to die opinion of 
the British ministry, a temper so remote firom any 
disposition for pMce, diat the correspondence be- 
tween the two nunisters c ea s e d, and both parties 
vroceeded to open die campaign. In Beptesnber 
lord GrenTiUe addressed a note to count Wedel 
Jarlsberg, die Danish ambassador In London, re* 
qaostlng diat he would transmit, throuf^ die Dan- 
ish enroy at Paris, a declararion expresslre of Us 
Britannic nu^estr's desire to conctnde a peace on 
Just and honourable conditions, and demanding the 
necessary passporto for a pmon of conAdence, 
whom hu majesty would send to Paris wUh a com- 
mission to discuss^ wi& the goyemment tliere, all 
die measures most proper to produce so desirable 
an end. The Directory replied, that the execudre 
goremment would not notice any orertnre from 
the enemies of the French rcpiUillo transmitted 
dirough an intermediate channel ; but tihat, if Eng- 
land would send persons furnished with fUl powers, 
they might, upon the frontiers, demand me pass- 
pofts necessary for proceeding to Paris. Passports 
were accordingly obtained; and lord Matansbnry, 
bein^ nominated plenipotentiary to the Fironch r». 
public, repaired to Paris on the twenty-second of 
October. Two days after his aniral Oie negotiar 
dons were opened by a memorial tram Us tor&iip, 
stating thaL from the uninterrupted success of her 
naral war. Great Britain found herself to a sitnar 
tion to hare no restitution to demand of France ; 
from wUch, on the contrary, she had taken estab- 
Kshments aund colonies of ue higbait Importance, 
and of value almost incalculable ; but she was will- 
to||[ to restore her own conquests in Uen of the ac- 
quisitions wliich Prance bad won from her allies, 
as a basis for a treaty, and therefore proposed a 
general principle of reciprocal restitution. The 
execntire directory replied, that considertog die 
British ambassador to be the agent of Great Britain 
only, they could not now enter mto die conoemaof 
the other states, wUch could tend only to multiply 
the combinations and increase the difieoldes of the 
negotiadon ; ^bnt that, as soon as he should procure 
■nfflcient powers from those allies, they would 
hasten to giro an answer to the spedflc proposi- 
dons which should be submitted to them. To tnese 
obserrattons they thought proper to add an opinion, 
diat the Bridsh goTemment was tostocere in its 
OTcrtore; that its object was to prevent, by g«. 
neral propositions, the partial proposidons of other 

S»wers, and to obtato from the people of England 
e means of oontiniung the war, by throwing the 
odium of a reftisal to negotiate a peace upon the 
republic. The British minister, disdaining to reply 
to these instonations, stated that he had not been 
commissioned to enter toto a separate treaty, but 
that Great Britain proposed to make common cause 
with her allies. Ilie directory rqotoed, that, to a 
quesdon of reciprocal restttution, the chief object 
of conitideradon was the reladre condidon or die 
respectlTo pardes : that, of the original confede- 
rates, some were become ' the friends of France, 
and others obserf ed a strict neutrality ; that the 
remaiutog allies of Great Britato were weakened 
by their losses and the desertion of their associates ; 
and that France could not, in a negodation for 
torms, foraret the circumstances to wUch she was 
placed. RaTing thus admitted the principle of 
compensation, de la Croix, the French negotiator, 
m a note to lord Mahnsbury, agato requested him 
to point out expressly, and without delay, the ob- 
jects of reoiprocal compensatioos which he had to 
Cupose. ilis lordsUp was now obliged to consult 
I court, aad the negotiation was suspended till 



the seventeenth of 
lordshfo submitted, to 
memofials. that FMee shoeld restova all I 
qneeta maoe to any of the doaalidans of the a 
of Germany, or to Italy; and that Gtuftt Britain 
should render bach all'her aequUtiMM fatoed 
France to the Bast aad Weet Indies ; that ~ 
and Portugal shoidd be included to the treaty; 
that no obstacle would be totorpoeed, pn the pvt 
of bis Britannto majeety against Bpato **^*iw n ing a 
party in the negotl«tien; and diat In ease HeOiukd 
was reinstated, to all respects, to tte aame peKtieal 
situatton to whfeh die stood before the war. tha 
colonial poesesatons euitnred by Great Bcttaiia 
night be restored, and the sfcfiieMKefrrllma, with 
reelect to territwtol poasesatons j re mstaWiahmd in 
her favour ; but U, on the contrary, Holland should 
renirtn a repoblio, their Biitonato aad Inparlal 
m^ tes ttos would be obliged to seek, to terrttorial 
aoquisldons, those compe n sadons, and that secnticy 
which BQdi a state of thtoga wendd render indie, 
pensable. At toe time that these aaemorials were 
delivered, a long and animated conversation took 
place b e l aeen the negottotors, to toe course of 
whiidi the French minister inquired, whether, to 
placing die memorials before the dtrectory, he wae 
to state die disunitteg of the Belgium ftoBn Fkanee 
as a Hiu fua uen, from which Us mi||esty would 
not depart. Lord Mafansbary replied that it meat 
certaiBjy was, and diat any propoaal wkMr wmdd 
have tfaie Nedierlands annexed to Ftonee, would 
be attended with modi g i e ate r benefit to diat 
power, and less to the alliea, dum the present re- 
lative sitaatien of die belligerent powers coeld en- 
dtle the French government to expect In the 
course of conver s ation, de la Croix repeatedly said, 
that this difltoulty was one wUcheoidd not be over- 
come ; aad, two days after, lord Mahnsbury receiv. 
ed a letter, requiring him to deliver, widdn twenty* 
four hours, his ultimatum, signed by htmsslf His 
lordsliqi replied, diat to demand an ultlamtmn, hi 
so peremptory a manner, before the two powers 
had communicated to each odMr their respec d ve 
pretensions, was to shut die door againat all aefo- 
tiation ; but he repeated that he was ready to enter 
toto the discuasion of the proposals of Us court, or 
of any esnfre prqfe$ wUch might be delivered te 
Um en the part ot the executive directory. The 
directory rejoined, to a mete of die ntoeteenth of 
December, dmt they wouU latcn to no ptopeeal 
contrary to the consdtutkm, to the laws, and to 
the treaties, which bound the rspubBo; and as lord 
Mafansbary announced, at every coonaunicatioa, 
that he was to want of the opmien of Us court 
(from which it resulted that he acted a part menij 
passive to the negotiation). Us p r es enc e at Pans 
was rendered useless, abd he was re quire d to de- 
part therefrom withto two days, widi sB toe per- 
sons who had accompanied and followed Um ; and 
to quit, as expedidonsly as possible, dm t e nltoiy of 
the republic ; but that, if toe BritUi cabtoet was 
desirous of peace, the execudve directory was 
ready to follow the negottodons, aooordtog to tha 
basis laid down to toe preeent note, by the reeinre- 
cal channel of couriers. Lord MahnMrary repAed, 
that he was preparing to quit Paris on themorrew, 
aad demanded die necessary passports for hlBBSiilf 
and suite: on the twendedi, he qiutted the FVcach 
capital, and repaired to Bnglaad. 

Ihus tenntoated the first negotiation for peace 
between Great Bittato and toe republic of Irance. 
Thm British ministry, considflvtog ita ahnnt oaB> 
duslon as ariatog tetally ftimi F^ruioa, p-'^fa'*^ a 
aunifesto, on toe twenty-seventh of Deoonber, ca- 
largtog upon toe pacific dispoaitioas eC the Briilgh 
government, and setttog fbrto the mahgaaat hae- 
dUty of dto enemy. 

This manifesto was laid before pariUnaeat : Pitt 
insisted that the rapture of the late aegattodoas 
was whofly imputaUe to die government m F^raace. 
The enemy demanded, not as aa nltimatoas. but 
as a preliminary, to retain aB Ihoee tarritDries of 
which toe chance of war bad ghraa than a tea^ 
rary poasession, and respecttog whidi they diou|^t 
proper, contrary to toe law m natioas, to pass a 
constitudonal decree, declaring that dicee shoaU 
not be alienated fIrom toe republic But this per- 
verse and monstrous claim, m virtue of wUdi ter- 
ritories acquired by force of arma were annexed to 
a state during toe condnnance of tike war to which 
such acquisidoDs were made, cooU never be sap- 
posed to supersede too treades of other poweia 
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Ut had beea fhe pretoii- 



Fbz, in reply* DainttiDed that the whole amount 
of the nlmeter's oration wm, to adult diat we had 



An 



yean engaged 
both in 



in a war, unpreoedented 



in mooeyj 



and that 
y, in- 



In expenaoi 

«e had done nothin« ; tiwt, in Ihct, the 
atead of being hnnbwd and nrined, at had be^ m 
often and ao oonAdentlv iiwetoM, had now become 
BMure nnieaaonable and dietatorial In tlieb preten- 
alona tfian ever. Fax then uored an addr^aa to 
the ttrone, recoaimendiog that hla mn je e lj 's faith* 
fnl oonnnona thoold proceed to inveatigate the con- 
dixt of hie uiniateri, who had inrolred thia nation 
in her proMnt nriainrtnnea, and prodnoed tiielhilare 
«f tiie late negotiations. Thia amendment was ne- 
gatiTedby a great majority and a aimilar fate at- 
tended a iimuar motion made by tlie earl of Oxford 
in tlie honae of lorda. 
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Pitt barlDf admitted, on moving the vote 
of credit, tliat one million two hundred thonaand 
poonds had been adranoed to Ae empeior widioat 
the prerhraa conaent of parliament, Fdx obaenred, 
that if the meaaore waa not reprobated, he ahoald 
think that man a hypocrite whn pretended to see 
any diatfnotion between this goremment and an 
abaolnte monarchy ; and the m^|ority in fkronr ot 
mlnlaten, on the motion Ibr a rote or cen am e, waa 
■BBaller thanoanaL 

SUSPENSION OF CASH PAYMENTS BY THE 

BANK. 

ITOr.— Tbs rapid and enormona Incraaae of the 
national debt had created an alarm among many of 
the proprietora of the pohUc Amda, and, under tUa 
imprendon, auma to a great amount were sold out 
of the stocka, and reated in otiier aeonritiea. The 



ftninces for me year in auch a 

depend oh any further aaaiatanRO from them. 



INCREASE OF THE NATIONAL FORCE- 
FINANCES. 



in Europe. Yet thia 
to which t&e French gorcnunent laid' claim, 
and the acknowledgment of which ^ey hdd out aa 
a preifaninary of negodatton to the kinif of Great 
Britain and hia aHiea : and, not content with set- 
ting up thia daim to abronte treatiea prerioualy 
oondnded, they had oflbred a atodied iiiault to hIa 
mioeaty, 1^ oidetinf bia ambaaaador to quit Park, 
and propoaing that ttie negotiation ahould be car- 
ried on oy nkeaaa of eourlaii. " Hm queation then 
ia not how much wiU you gf¥e for peace ; but how 
much diagraoe will you aullbr at the ontaet f how 
much denudation wiU you auhmit to aa a praUmi- 
nary f In tlieae drcumatanoea, then, are we to 
ponerere in the war, wiih a spirit and energy 
worthy of die Briiiah name, and of the British eha- 
meter f or are we, by sending couriers to Paris, to 
proatrata oorselvea at die leet of a stubborn and 

auperdlieus gOTemment, to yield to what diey may Umk had, in the coarse of the war, advanced im* 
require, and to submit to wliaterer ttey may im- mense sums to the goremment, Ihr beyond its 
posef I bono ^em is not a hand in his mi^esty's usual aid to the piri>lic treasury ; and as a conaider- 
oouncila wUdi would aign tlie propoaal ; that them able part of these adrances conalated of mmittanc 
ia not a heart in thia house that would sanction die to foreign powers, especially to the emperor of 
and that them is not an indlridnal in the Germany, made in coin, the gold and ailTor in the 
Britiah domtalona who would act aa die courier." bank were gready diminished The eunseqnencee 

of this had Men long foreseen by die directors, and, 
so early aa the year I7M. they had expreiMed to 
Pitt their expeetationa that he would arrange Ua 

manner as not to 
Thfc 
rvmonatrance diey mpeated in October of the same 
year, and again in 17P0, but they still continued to 
afford accommodation to the treasury. In the be* 
ginning of 179T the ndnliter requested stiU Aaiher 
adTaaces, and intimated, at the same dme, that a 
loan amounting to the sum of one mOlion fire hun- 
dred thousand pounds, beyond die aooommedatioa 
to the English treasury, would be wanted for Ire- 
lund. On the nindi of February die goromor of 
die bank informed Pitt that, under the presrat 
state of their accommodation to goremment here, 
to agree with hia recraeat of making a further adr 
ranee of one milHon fire hundred thouaand pounda 
as a loan to Irdand, would du«aten ruin to the 
bank, and most probably bring die directors to shut 

a their doors. Another cause powerfully co-operat- 
to produce an alarming derangement In tae a^ 
foirs m the national bank. The oread of Inrasion 
had induced the capitalists, aa weB aa die mom 
opulent farmers and traders, at a dfcitanoe from the 
metropolis, to withdraw their money flom the nands 
of die country bankers, widi whom they had been 
aociutomed to deposit it ; and the run upon the 
pmrindal banking-houses soon extended to the 
capital. On the twentieth of Fabruarr an unusual 
demand was made by the hoMers of notes upon 
the baxd; of England for specie ; and thia ma, 
%hich increased on the twen^-Aist, became so ra- 
pid and urgent on the four foUowfng days aa to ex- 
cite die most serious alarm, and to obuge die di- 
rectors to submit their situation to the considera- 
tion of the chancellor of the cxdMqoer. On the 
twenty-sixdi goremment fobnd it necessary to in- 
tprfere ; and on that day an order of die priry 
ooondl was issued, probilnting the directors of the 
bank ftom isAning any cash In payment till die 
sense of parliament shnnld be taken, xlie conaldera- 
tion of this important suljleet waa brought iilth as 
litde Aday as possible, beforo the two houses of 
parliament, and the Arst step taken was to appoint 
two secret committees to ascertain die assetf oitbe 
bank. 1^ public apprcheosioB was materially al- 
layed by their reports, delirered early in M ardb, 
mnn which it appeared that on the Ifteenth of 
Februarr, dw last day of niring gold and sOrer at 
die bank, the amount or the demands upon die 
company was thirteen million ae1%n hundred and 
serenty thousand three hundred and ninety pounds; 
that theiKassets, exclusive of the permanent debt 
due from goremment, amounted to the sum of 
serenteen million fire hundred and ninety^seren 
riionsand two hundred and eighty pounds, so that 
diera remained a surplus of threa million eight 
hundred and twenty-nx dionsand eight hundred 
and ninety pounds ; to which must be added the 
aum of eleren mOlion six hundred and sixty-six thou- 
sand eight hundred pounda three per cent, stock, 
lent at diflbrent timea to goremment on parUa 
montary security, which being estimated at lifly 
HWHwvw Bwu wAvvTH wwiwwaw yvwumMm, auu *mmg • poT oont. Bgrcoably to tbo octual Dfico at that line 
pressuru of the war was now sererely felt by many ^ of the three per cent, conaola, the whole of the 



la addition to Ae naral force 
ployed, and which the premier dedarad to be mom 
formidable than had erer existed at any former pe- 
riod of our history, die minister propMod, first, a 
lery of fifteen thcnisand men from the different 
panshea for the sea serrioe, and for recruiMng the 
regular mginsents ot the Une : his second proposal 
was to raise a supplementary militia, to connst of 
sixty thousand men, not to be immediately caDed 
out, but to be enrolled, ofllcered, and completely 
trafaied, so aa to be ready in a moment of diokjper ; 
and bis third military prq|ect was to raise a force 
•f twenty diousand irregular cavalry. These pro- 

Ksitions were paesed into laws early in the session ; 
t theplan fot raising the Irregnlar ctfralry force 
being round tfOeult of application, the measum 
was supeiseded, in a great degree, by the numer- 
oua rolanteer coma m yeomanry caralry which 

Bressed forward in die service of their country, 
uring dib session, also, a bin waa introduced, for 
raising and embodying a militia force in Scotland, 
wbidi was mudi resisted in that part of the king- 
dom. One hundred and ninety-fire thousand men 
were roted for the land serrke for the year I79f, 
and, soon afterwarda, one hundred and twenty 
thousand seamen and flurlnes for the nary. 

JBy the annual a«»««wJ*i statement, it appeared 
that eighteen million pounds wctild be wanted by 
way of loan, exchisire of fire million five hundred 
thousand pounda of exchequer bills, and about 
thirteen million fire hundred thousand pounds of ^ 
victualling, transport, and nary bills, whidi he pro- 
posed to mnd. This loan was foDowed by a second 
during the same aesskm of parliament, amounting 
also to eichteen mUlion pounda, comprehending a . 
great railety of deficiencies, and including a vote of* 
credit for tluee million poimda, to be remitted to 
the emperor of Germany. The terma of the loan 
were bigUy adrantaaeooa to the monied intereat, 
being funded at Icaa than the vrioe of fifty pounda 
for each hundred pounds, of three per cents. To 
defray the intereat on the s e loans, permanent taxea 
were impoaed to the amount of dvee million four 
hundred and sixteen Aouaand pounds, and dm 
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On the twenty-turd of Hay the 
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Backner waa atraok on board Um 

the rod flafc ttie airnibol of matinyi 

atead. Katt man of war aent 

there waa a oonun hte e of twalfn in 

who determined not only all aflMn relating' to 

internal Bmnagement of the Teeaal, bat ' 

their delegatee, and decided 

The delegatea went on above d«»,, 

parts witti mnaie and flags. Hm anival < 
Keitih and Sir Charlea Grey at Bbeemeea at 
put an end to ttieae andaoiona 
mutiny bad then riaen to the 
and it wee Intanated to tbe 
oonoearfena than wlmt bad 
the legidature would be granled. Sooaa ef 
moat deaperata af dieir nemboK ai __ 
of canning the ahipa into an taamy'fc pert ; 
the majority reT«dted at ao tro ' 
ingj allepng that a redreas of aiieiaBniM, as It 
their prmiery, ao it ahoold be OMfar aMmate 
For the purpoae of ^torting cemv" 
demands, they prooeoded to UedL up the 
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eapitai realed in tte eeipe t ad e a of the bank* afler 
dm payment of all demamla, amoonted, at Jis dien 
cmrent Taloe, to the enennona aum of nine miUon 
aix hundred and aixty thouaand two hundred and 
ninety pounds. On these rep<»rts Pitt grounded a 
bill, *«Miii4itg the bank to issue notes in payment 
of demands upon them instead of oash. agreeably 
to the late oider of councQ to that oflect ; and a 
dause of the utmost importance was introduood 
Into the act, for prerenting any peiaon from being 
held to baa who offered bank of England notes in 
discbarge of a debt; theufh this law, by leaving 
the creditor the option of. demending caah in nay. 
ment inatead of notes, did not actually eooatitute 
them a iMal tender Krom tUa time dn 
tion of gold coin in a great measure ceesed ; 
notes, from twenty shillings and apwardaf '^" 
the general p»if^*«i« of drculation. 

ALARMING inJTINY IN THE NAVY. . 

Thi alarm canaed by die atoppage of caah pay- 
menta at die bank was not much abated when a 
spirit of mndny and disaffection broke out among 
the fleet at Spithead. Great diasatisfrotion had 
for some time proTsiled reapectiag the pay and 
provisions of the sailors; and, in the mondi of 
Februanr, several anonymena letters were reoelved 
by lord Howe firom the fleet, praying for hie lordr 
ahip'a influanee towards obtaining an faacrease of 
the aeamen's pay, and an i m provement In the 
quality and quandty of their provisions; at the 
same time a oorreapondence waa going on. by 
letter, between the crewa of the dulbrent ships, 
and a committee of delegates was appointed to 
obtain a redreas of erievanoea. Iheee proceedings 
weie conducted wim so much seciecv, that it waa 
not tin die flf teenth of April, when lord Bridport 
made a signal to prepare for aea, that they began 
to be suspected among die anperior offlcera of the 
fleet Instead of weighing anchor, as the signal 
Imported, the seamen of the admiral's ship all ran 
np the shrouds, and saluted the crews oi the ad- 
joining ships widi three cheers, which being in- 
standy answered in the aame manner, it became 
manifest that the spirit of disobedience was ^ne- 
raL The delegates then smemfaled in the cabm ef 
the admiral's ship, and placed the ofllcers in cus- 
tody. A peUtion to the admiral was drawn up, 
iujd presented on the spot, accompanied with an 
intimation that, till the prayer of the petition for an 
increase of wagea and a regulation in the ratio of 
provisions to<riL place, they should not quit dieir 

Cesent station ** nnlem the enemy was known to 
at aea.** A committee of die admiralty, with 
Bart Spencer at tfaeir head, immediately repaired 
to Portsmouth to induce the refractory seamen to 
resume their duty ; and the admiral returned to 
his ship, when, after houting his flag, he informed 
the crew that he bad brought with him a redress of 
•n their grievances, accompanied by his nuoes^'s 
paidon for die offeoders. After some deliberatum 
llMMe ofTertf were cheerftdly accroted^ and it was 
now supposed fbmt all cause of dfssatufaetion was 
removed ; but when lord Bridport made thm signal 
to put to sea, every ship at St Helen's refused to 
obey. This second mutiny aroae, it appeared, 
fkom a groundless apprehension on die part of the 
seamen that goTomment did not mean to accede to 
their demands. A meeting of the del^^ates waa 
again convened, to be held on boajrd the London ; 
but vice-admiral Colpoys, having determined to 

Kvent the fllegal assembly fipom being hold on 
rd his ship, ordered die marines to Are iqxm 
the boats as they ajpproachcd, and five seamen 
Were killed in the skirmish wuch ensued. The 
crew of the London, irritated by this resistance on 
the part of die admiral, now tamed dieir guna 
towarda die stem, and threatened to blow all aft 
Into die water unlem the commander submitted ; 
and admiral Colpoya and captain Griflltha were 
both taken into custody by dicnr crew, aifd confined 
for sereral boon In aeparate caUns. In diis state 
of mutiny the sailors at Portsmouth remained till 
the fourteenth of May, when lord Howe arrived 
fhim the admindty with plenarv powers to setde 
all diflbrences ; and as has lordship was the bearer 
of an act of parliament which had pawed on tlTe 
ntotb, granting an additional allowance of pay to 
the seamen, and also of his midesty's proclamation 

of pardon, the flag of insorrecnon was struck, and 

the fleet prepared Co put to sea to encounter the I captain Knight, of the Inflexible. AD hepos of 
enemy. The public saw widi infinite satisfaction I ac4.ommodation being thus at an and, prepamlions 



by refusing a passage eicher up or diswn dm 
to the London trade ; and, to fupnly thdr 
wants, they took from a vessel thrc 
sacks of flour, which they distrllrated 
the fleet. 

On the fourth of June the whole fleet at the Mece 
celebrated his miyesty's birth-day by a royal salace ; 
and on the sixth they were Joined by four men of 
war and a sloop, which bad deserted from tte fleet 
of admiral Duncan, then in Yarmoalh roada. Thia 
accession of strength swdlod the mutinens fleet te 
twenty-four sail, consisting of eleven ships of tbe 
line and thirteen frigatea. The appoerance of i 
a fleet under the oonnnand of a aet ef 
sailors, in a state of insabordination, f 
singular and awful apectaole. Ooaeiiiineut, in tho 
mean time, were not inattentive to fhm obligaiiona 
imposed upon them by the peiiloaa sitaatJan ef the 
country, and a proclamation waa iasned. of 
his m^esty's pardon to all auch at the 
should immediately return to dieir duty. 
was speedily IbUowod by two aots of 
the former for more effectuaDy reatrainlag die 
intercoume from die shove widi the ships .in n 
state of mutiny, and dw latter for punishing with 
the utmost soTority of the law eny attempt to 
seduce seamen or soldien into nuitinoas pmctmes : 
but die master-stroke of poliey was la the removal 
of all the buoys ftrom uq aoKHith of tbe Thames, 
and die neighbouiing coast, by which any largn 
ship diat should attempt to sml away would be 
exposed to the r-.ust imminent danger of running 
aground; while fumacee and led-hot balls were 
kept in readiness at Sheernem, to repel any attack 
that might be made en diat plaoe by tbe matineen. 
The last attempt at recondUadon by treaty was 
made through the Bail of NortlMslk, who cowimand- 
ed the Monmouth, to whom the deleaatea coas> 
municated the terma on which ahme mey wooW 
give up the ships, and requested that he would 
aabmit diem to the king, and retain on board with 
a dear and positive anawor within filty-four hours} 
faitimating that the whole araat be oompUed wiA^ 
or they would imaiedlately put die fleet to aea. 
Iliese terms, wbioh wero subntitted the next day 
to die king in council, were Mi^ected, and tbe 
intdligence of their refusal waa coaamuMcatad by 
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wortu at S lwMUM i ; bat tiM defftcdon of 
MvanI of tlM sliipoy on ttie alaA^ vHli oAor symp- 
eftflimpioa uBoofat tko Aatlnoora, rsndtorad 
" oalkotMth 



tiM opplkfttioB of ftiroa 

MT«nI of Ao mntlDovi ibiptf bc^bnt 

(naft wt i fp c i o a Ibr waat of nrooli j w o yMon o aad 

valor, oiniflk tho rod flog : oa tho twoUkh all bat 



OB of tko «Mno hoktod tfao anioa iag , to aicaifv 
thoir with to rttum to obodionoo ; jud, on tho M- 
Wwiaff Borninf , flro oat of tbo aoron ronkainiBf 
▼OMcb raa away from fbm anotlBoas sUfM. and 
■oofht pratoclioa mdor tbm gana of ttm nrt of 
SbcernoM. AQ l^ntber roafatanco wm bow ia 
Tain, and, aftor a firnidoM attennpt to obtain a ge- 
Boial pardon, tbo crew ai tbo Bandwicb stoered 
tbat •bin OB no foDowing nMMrniag into Slw«rneu, 
Brboro Parkor waa arrostod by a piqaot snard of 
•oUlon, with a poiaoB a# tbo aaao of Darioa, who 
bad aotcd ao oaptaia oBdor bfan, and aiMut tldrty 
•tbor dologatai. Ono of tbo dologatflo,of tbo namo 
of WallaecL bmto dooporato tban tbo imt, being 
dotoniiiiiod Boidior to ovdiro bio power, nor to 
•nbonit to ttM ignoBriny of a pnblic ozoeution, clMt 
binealf dead ob tte ammaranco of tbo aoldSon. — 
Tbaa aU uriitoBre to tbo amlbority of tbo 

i tbm pnblio mind reoorered ito ft>i 
by tbo entire oitinrrion of tUa ' 



iBgreYolt. 
The 



trial of Phrkor oommenned oa tbo twenty. 
nd of Jane, bdlbrs a ooortmartial, of wliicb 8b 
IVnBo Pailey wae p r e ri doBt. Tbo prieouor wai 
«bargod with fniam acto of mattny, eenanltted on 
board hie mi^ioety'a fleet at the Nore i of dleobedi- 
•Boo of orden ; and of ooBtonqpt of dm antbority 
of hie oftcora. tlio fccti being cleariy ootobHehod. 
tbo ooart adJadgod Urn to death : ob wbfeb, widi 
•otoBiehfaig eompoonra^ bo ■ddiemtid dmm ao fol- 
lowt: - 1 bow to year o e n teBoe with aO dne mib> 
Biimion, being oonTinood I bare aetod ander tbo 
dJotrtee of a good oonideBce, Ood, wboknowo tbo 
b e m e e of all men, will, I hope, reeelro me. I hope 
dmt my death will atone to the ooontry ; and dmt 
tb oee brave men who have aoted with mo wID re* 
ooiro a general paidoB: lam oadoflod they will al 
then rotam to dieir datv widi alaeri^.'' Me wao 
oxocatod on board the Sandwioh, and mot bb ibte 
widi fortitado. A great mnnbor of the other mutl- 
neon reoeirod eoatenoo of death, and ooreral of 
the riaglcadon wore execntod ; bat a pardoa wa« 
granted to dm ftr greator nninber of^tbooo who 
were oondearoed. Tne Firencb, wboM rerolation- 
ary principle* bad certtinly iorao weight in pro- 
dadBg theae oommodone, exulted at the intelU- 
gomtoof Che modny, and, wbOe they lamentod ite 
•xdncdon, coBO«irod hopee of the oraption of 
AitBre diKonlent in the oaaBe btaneb of dm terrioe, 
or in tim ndHtarir dopaihaout; bat the trao-boartod 
aaaoMB roaamod tb dr babito of order and aabmla- 
•bm, and dm aoldler», who alao roeeirod an ang- 
m en fta t ioB of pay, preaorrod thoir loydtey anim* 
paired* 

Bver iinoo dm rocaD of eart FltswOUam from Ito- 
laBd tbo diaeootenti of tbat ooantry bad oontinned 
to inoBaae, and aeraral p aii a b ia , bonmiea. and 
afTon ooontieoy'were doctored to Im oat of the kingli 
Boaee^ and aal^t to martial law. Urn earl of 
ilolxa, OB the tweBty4toatof March, moved ia tbo 
boaae of larda lor an addrom to bia m^|eety, jnray* 
Ing dwt bo weald be gractooaly pleaaod to Inter, 
poea bia paternal IntoefsraBco, to reBM»To the dla- 
oontonto which preraOad to Ireland, and created 
the amat aa r iona alarm tor ttat ooantry, and tor the 
daa n ot intereeto of Britain. Lord GrenviDo, in re* 
pW, inaialed that the pivaent modon coald not bo 
bd optod , wlthoat tomng aannder every bond of 
■alon, and breaUng the aolemn contract aabelattog 
between dm two coontfiea. Inatead of remodyfag 
diaeoBtento, the motton now anfamitted to tbo bonae 
woold tocreaao thoai, and indaoe dm Iriab to iam> 
lino tbat their own logialatare waa regardleaa of 
neir waUbre. Urn modon waa nogadred ; and a 
aimilar one, made two daya altorwarda ia the booao 
ofc onmam a, by Fox, waa alao loat. 

Ob the twondoth of Jaly, parliament waa pro4 
rogncd by a a p e ecb from the throne, in whiBb 
bia m^Jeaty intimated diat bo waa again engaged 
in a nogotiadoa for peace, which noduDg aboald bo 
wantiag on bia part to brtog to a anoeeaafnl tormi* 
natioB, on aoch conditiona aa wore conaiatoBt with 

r, andamendal totaraata of bia 



MAVAL OPKRAnONS-^UtVIS'S VICTORY. 

Tmb French vapnbtto, baring at her i^^pogai die 
navy of Spain aa well aa tbat or Holland, piopoaod 
to her oonfedrratea that tbo groatoat part of the 
SpaaJah nary abonld aaH In the early part of tlm 
year to Breat, where, betoc Joinod by the French 
in tbat port, ttoy aimnbi alWi a ai da 



ihipa of war , „ _^ 

form a joaetloB widi tfie INitchlieot ; and Oiat thto 
armada, than awoHed to npwarda of aorooty aafl of 
the line, aboald boar down npon Eaclaad, and 
baring bamblod the lofty preteimioBa of her naval 
power, ahould lar tbo toondation tor her Aitaiw 
adbf Kf Ation. To nrnatrato tbia doaign, a fleet 



Sir Jolm Jerria waa appoiatod to btoduide tbo port 
of Cadia. and adadral Dnncan waa atadunod oiTtho 
coaat of Holland, to watch the movemonti of tbo 
Datah fleet in tbo TexoL Star John Jerria baring 
lacaired iateUigonoo, tbat tbo fleet aider admiral 
Don Joaeph do Cordora waa at aoa, fanmodiataly 
iot aail in qaeat of it. At thodawn of the foar- 
taonth of Febraary tbo enemy waa doacriod off 
Gape St Vincent, but, aa tbo weather happened to 
bo extremely haxy, it waa not ontO ton o'clock that 
a aignal flroan a Bridah frigato annoonced the eno- 
m>'a fleet to oonalat of twonty-aoron aail of the 
Una. Urn Bitdab commander, tboogli bia aqoadron 
comprlaod no nmro than Aftoon abipa, reaolTOd to 
bring them to actmn, and at half peat oleron 
CclodL formed to the moat complete order of aaiUng 
iatwolinoa. By carryteg a prem of aail the Brititt 
down open the enemy before they bad dnm 
" In, order of batdo ; and, notwitbotanding 
nenao aoporiority, the admiral ordered tbo 
fleet tobear diio^ly thnmgb them, which wm gal- 
tamdy porfDoaod. Hiey then taeked, and, by diia 
baU and akilfol nmnaearre, aoparated aboot one- 
third of the Spaniah abipa from the vadn body, 
which, by a partial oannonado, wore proTontod 
iram a nijancdon. and obliged to ton to leeward. 
By tbo great exertlona of dm abipa which bad the 
good fortane to coom op with the mate body of tbo 
onemy on tbo lar4ioard tack, foor of their aUpa of 
the lino wore captored by tlm Britiah, and tbo ao- 
dtoi c eoaad aboat Ave o'oock in the evening. J\tkt 
brilliant victory ranka among thoao wbieb have 
moat conapicaoaaly illoatrated tbo aqporior akin 
and eourago of Bridah acamen, and mm^ to tha 
credit of dm oomnmndef4n-cbief, to whom dm Sal. 
vador del Hondo, of ono bondred and twelve gnna, 
almck. Only a few Bngliab ab^ were ennged in 
thocontoat ComaMdoro Nelaon, in the Captain, 
of aovonty^feinr gana, diatiagaiahed bimaelf gready, 
^-^ " " " ^In 



by boarding the San Nioolaa and San Joeef 
eearion, to wbach be only loat ono oAcer, twenty 
aoaoMn, and three marinea; and, ahboofh the 
alain and woanded to tbo Spaniah abipa eoidd not 
bo loM dmn twelve bandrad, more tban half dut 
nombor bemg diminiabod in die erowa of tbo cap- 
tared abipa only, tbo lom of die Bridah did not ox- 
oeed tbrae bnndred. Great r«|(oicinga took piaoa 
duoagheot the nadon on the totoDigonee of tbia 
weQ-aned victorv ; the fleet waa hononred with 
tbo thanka of both booaea of paiUanmnt ; the kfaig 
eonibrred the ddo of Earl St. Vincent, wldi a pen- 
aion of throe thooaand poonda a year, on dm a^ 
miraUn<bief ; vioo-admiral Tbompaon, and rear- 
admiral Farkor, were created baroBOti ; cooaMdora 
NelaoB waa toveated with the order of the BadI : 
eapCato Bobort Galdor waa knifditod; and gold 
and chaina were praaontod to aB th* 



having embaifced a body 
latch iaot to the Toxal, a 



DUNCAN'S VICTORT. 

Thb French directory 
of troopa on board the Datch 
powornil aqoadron waa aent to tlm North Soa, ob 
dor die command of admiral Dancan, to intncopC 
thoenomy. In Ootaber, when the BritUi adBriral 
had rotored to Yarmooth to reflt, thq Datah fleet 
pat to aoa, on whidh tbo EngUab commander aod- 
denly retnrned to bia atotbm. The conunand of 
tto onemy'a fleet, whiob waa aomewhat inferior in 
woi^t of metal to tbat of tbo Bridah, waa oenflded 
to adndral Do WfaMor, who bad diattogaiabed bfan- 
aolf to die aimy nndor general Fiobogra; and, on 
bia receiving ordera to riak an engagement, dm 
troopa arere diaombariud. No aooner had Do 
Wtoter quitted the Texel tban Captoid TroBopo. 
who had boon atalioned widi a ll^t aqoadron of 
obaervatioB at die mouth of that river, gave 
of bia approach ; and* en the efevoBtb of '^ 
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«nd the Dalch Mm wc 
battle •& 



te a feaenl 
were ■oon disoorered 

Spia a line of battle ea the larboard tack, between 
amperdown and EgMsat, the land befait aboat 
nine miles to loewaid. Adaniral Duncan, whose 
fleet cooeifted o# sixteen sail of the Une, exclailTe 
ef frigates, floding there was no tioM to be lost, 
Made the signal to bear op, break the enemy's line, 
and engage them to leeward, each ship her oppo- 
aent, hy which the British s^piadnm placed itself 
between the enemy ssd the land, -v^ilther they 
were fest approacfamg. The admiral's signal being 
obeyed wi£ prampdtiide, rioe-admiial Onslow, in 
the Monarch, bore down on the enemy** resr in the 
wtut^ gallant manner, his division following his ex- 
ample; and the action commenced aboat fortv 
annmes past twelve o'clock. The Venerable, which 
was adnmral Doncan's flag ship, soon got throngh 
the enemy's Une, and a ouse action was began on 
their Tan, wliidi lasted nearly two hoars and ahaK, 
when all tlw masts of the Dalch admiral's ship ware 
observed to go by tiie board : she was, however, 
defended for some tiaM longer in a mostgaUant 
manner ; but, being over p ow e re d by nnnaberkher 
colsors were at leagth strock, and admiral de Win- 
ter was brought on board the Venerable ; soon af • 
ter, the ship bearing the vice-admiiaPa flag was el- 
se disnaslod, and surrendered to viee^dmiral On* 
slow ; and ttiese, with three of sixty-eight gans, 
two of slxty4bor, two of flfty-six, and two frigates, 
were taken possession of by the English. In die 
early part of the aetioa, rear^admifal StorsTi who 
conmuiaded the centre division of tfie Dutch flee^ 
fled for the Tezel. in the Sutes*Oeneral,of seveatv- 

' afterwards 



The 



four guns, with nart of hi» ditision, and 
made a merit of having sared part of the fleet. 
British sqnadroa soffered much in tfwir 
yards, and rigging, and many of the ships lost a 
great number of men, but in no pioportioa to that 
of the enemy : the carnage on board the two ships 
diat bore the admiral'4 flags was beyond all desertp- 
tioo, and did not amount to less than two hundred 
and fifty men killed and wounded on board each 
ship. The total loss of the Bdtish was one hundred 
and ninety-ODo killed, and flre hundred and sixty 
wounded, while the loss of the enemy must have 
been more than double. When the battle ended 
the En^h fleet was within Ave miles of tibe shore, 
from whence thousands of Dutch spectators wit- 
nessed the destruction of thbir navy, every manoeu* 
vre being distinctly seep. The votes of both houses 
of parliament greeted the arrival of tibe gallant 
sailors ; many of the captains were gratifled by 
medals; the venerable sdmiral was rewarded by 
the king with the dignity of viscount Duncan of 
Camperdown, and a pension of ttiree thousand 
pounds per aannm ; vice-admiral Onslow was cre- 
ated a baronet, and captains Trollope and Fairfex 
knights hanncr^t. 

Regr-admiral Nelson bombarded Cadis on the 
twenty-third of June, and on the iifth of July, but 
without materially advancing the olgects of the 



thdr boats, and redoeed them 
In thia s it uation Uiey were aa nnn e u ad by 
Ae Spanish coannander to surrender, whi^ wan 
disdatelhlly refured by captain Troubiidge, wl 
eommanded on shore amr rear-admiral Nelsop hi 
been seveasly wounded; but he added, that 
he were allowed to re^mliarfc, the squadron \ 
the town would not injure it. To this the caplaim 
received a poKta answer, stating tibat, for the puiu 
pose of sparing tbe eSVision of bior' ^-» .< — 
would be afibrded to himself and his 
retam to their ships.' Tho loss of Ures 
tempt was equal to that sustained in the battle aS 
Cape St. Vincent. 

FRBNCH LAND IN WALES. 

Tbb Frenrh goTomment now menaced die tani* 
tory of Britain itself by assembling troops on thn 
coasts of the channel, under the deingnanon of the 
army of ESngland: and Buonaparte was appoin t ed 
to its command. In the earij part of this yoar, an 
attempt, of a nature quite fnou mp rrtiepsible, was 
made on tba coast of Wales, by an expedition fltted 
oat at the port of Brest. On tiie twenty-second ot 
February an enemy's force, which entered the 
small port of Dfracombe, In Devonshire, scntUed 
some merchant vessels, and made an oasnocessfsl 
eflbrt to destroy all the ships in the harhour. Thia 
invading squadron, which consisted of two firigatea 
and two doops, next steered its course for the bay 
of Cardigan, where, on the follo^Hng day, they dia> 
embarked about fifteen hundred cnminals, attired 
as French troons, and provided with a pioportion. 
able qaantity of anas asd smmuttition, but without 
field-pieces. On receiving information of this events 
the Welsh peasantry, animated by tbm gentry of 
the conntrv, seised ttieir scytibes, lockles and pitch- 
forks, and mardied forth to meet the iavaden. 
Lord Cawdor had assembled, in die course of a sin- 
gle day, a local force, consisting of seven hundred 
militia, fencfliles, and yeomanry cavalry ; and thn 
French commander, perceiving his situation to be 
desperate, after having despatched a letter to his 
lordship, proposing a capitulation, surrendered hiaa- 
self and his followers prisoners of war on the twen- 
ty-sixdi. Ilia two friga^M which accompanied tiie 
expedition were captvved on their return to Breat^ 
and the whole proved as unfor^nate in the exac»> 
tion as it was anaooonntable in its plan. 

SURRENDER OP MANTUA— EXPULSION OF 
TUB AU8TIUANS FBOM ITALY. . 



CAPTURE OP TRINIDAD-FAILURE AT POBw 
TO RICO AND SANTA CRUZ. 

Tai Spanish island of Trinidad capitulated to an 
expedition consistfng of six sail of the line, and a 
number of troops fitted out at Port Roval, in Mar- 
tinico, under the command of Sir Ralph Abercrom- 
bio and admiral Harvey. On the approach of the 
English^ the Spaniards, who had a squadron of four 
ships of die line and one frigate Iving at anchor in 
the golph of Paria, set fire to dieir ships ; and one 
Une-ofhattle fchip only, escaping the conflagration, 
fell intn the handa of the victors : die governor and 
the garrison were made prisoners of war. The 
same commanders made an attempt, in the month 
of April, on Porto Rico ; bat this island bring found 
too strong to be carried by a an^hde-^nalnp the en- 
terprise totaUy failed^ 

On the flfteenth of July a British cxpeditioa ^- 
rived before the port of Santa Crua, commanded 
by rear-admiral Nelson, and having effected a land* 
in^ , took pos se ssi o n of the town : but they learned, 
when too late, that the force under dwir command 
was utturly unequal either to carry die fort of San- 
ta Crus, or to contend with the military force of the 
island now assembled to oppose them. They pre^ 
pared for a retreat, bat hail the mi s fa r ta ne to find 
that the violanee of die surge on the beach had 



At the commencement of the year, the 
general Alvinai, at the head of fifty thousand weD. 
appointed troops, and a Ibrmidsbletraia of artUlaryv 
formed the dcteimlaalion to raise the blockads at 
Mantua, and, having attacked and carried the 
Ftrench posidon, suddenly passed die Brenta* 
stormed tne town of Cortona, and obliged a bodv 
of troops under Joubert to fall barJi upon Rivoli. 
Buqnaparte, who had been for some time at Bolog- 
na, was no sooner apprised of this irruption Aan 
he repaired to the heights of San Marco, and made 
such judicious disposidops that Alvinai, who ex- 
pected an easy conquest, soon found himself sur- 
prised and defeated. The garrison of Mantua, now 
deapai«in|p of succour, capitulated, after a long and 
brave resistance, on the second of Febmary ; and 
on the fan of this fanportaat finrtress, by wUch tbm 
imperial arms were eapeUed tnm Italy, Buonap 
parte published a proclamation to his army. In 
which no stated that they had proved victorious la 
foarteen pitched batdes, and in seventy engaga- 
ments ; that they had taken hom the enenay asera 
than one hundred thousand prisoners, five hundred 
field-pieces, and iwo thoussnd large cannon ; that 
the contributions raised in the countries cooqueied 
by them had supported, maintained, and paid the 
army, during the whole campaign; while thirty 
miUiiDn of Hvres had been sent to the minister off 
finance fin- the increase of the public treasure ; and, 
after glancing at their achievements against &e 
kings and princes of Italy, he declared it to be Ui 
intention to carry the war into the hereditary states 
of Austria, and requested them to recoUect that it 
was liberty they were about to present to the Hai»> 
garians, whose sovereign lia4 dlsgrared hiiiisilf by 
submittint to be in the pay and at die di^osal er 
Bnalaad. 

Ine pope had impmdandy rcaraned h os t i Btt es 
afainst the F^ach, andwas now menaced with and- 
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aen rate. Bwwuiparte pvMUimd « proclamation, 
fa which, after reproachiag tliQ holy Ikther witii 
Bobterfai^e and perikly. ha dR^ateaea all who op- 
poted the progreMof the repubUcan oolnmni with 
die moat exemplary venge&ice. General Tic;tor 
immediately entered Imola, and ttie pontiflcal ar- 
niy, abandoning t||e fertile plains of Bomegna, took 
refuge on the ■ommita of me Apennines, towards 
the sources of tt»e Amo and the Tiber ; the towns 
of Cesena, ForlL Rarenna, and the March of Anco- 
na submitted. When the French general arrired 
at Tolentino, and liegan to estabUu a repnbllcan 
Ibrm of goTemment, his holiness, apprehensive lest 
he should march to the capital, at bngth determin- 
ed to negotialB. He was consequonUy obliged to 
renounce all claim to Arignon and the Venaissiit ; 
to relinquish the three legations of Bologna, Per< 
raia, and Komagna ; to ftimish the statues, pictnres, 
and treasuxn stipulated in the farmer conyention ; 
and to pay a Uirge sum of money towards the ex- 
penses of the war. 

THE FRBNGH COMPEL THE EMl»ERdR TO 
MAKE PEACE-TREATY OF CAMPO FOR. 
MIO. 

A 01 BAT and last elTort was, howerer, made by 
the emperar, in collecting a powerful body of troops 
between die Tagliamento and the Pair^ ; whUe the 
French, who occupied the right bank of the latter 
liter, and the left border of the Arisio, were pre- 
pared to oppose their progres. A rariety of moTO- 
ments and minor actions haying taken place. gen> 
eral Joubert penetrated to the banks of the Ansio, 
where he engaged the Aostruns, and after a long 
and bloody action, during which he took four thou- 
aand prisonen, obtained possession of the bridge of 
Neumark: a second l»aitle, equally unfortunate, 
was fought soon after at Trames, and the Frendi 
now rushed into the hereditary dominions of the 
emperor: Massena seised the fort of Chinsa, the 
bdoge of Carasola, and the town of Tarris, while 
Bemadotte took possession of Gradtsca, the capital 
of tibjB Frionl, the capture of which rendered dm 
French masters of all the Austrian p oss e s si ons from 
the Alps to the sea. Gorita submitted without re- 
abtance ; Trieste, the only port in tlie Adriatic ap- 
pertaining to tte emperor, followed its example; 
and, while scaling the Norick Alps, still corered 
with snow, Biumaparte endearoored to conciliate 
the minds of the mhaUtuits by proclamations, in 
which he declared that the French armies were 
fighting ibr peace, and that they would not hXk to 
extend protection to the peacetdde Tyroleans. On 
tiha twttnty<slxth of March the Austrians were again 
beaten,aad on the thirtieth the whole of the French 
army arriTod in die capital of the dntchy of Carin- 
tUa. The greatMt consternation now proTailed in 
Vienna, which was the arowed olgect of the French 
arms : on the other hand, though Buonaparte had 
beaten the Austrians in six different engagements, 
and destroyed one-half of their army, during a 
campaign timt had lasted only twenty-one day^ Us 
aitaatlon was highly criticaL The natires of the 
BMuntainous districts were attaohed by habit to the 
dominion of the house of Austria ; and the offer of 
Uberty, which exhibited so many diarms to the fas- 
cinated inhabitants of die ralleys, possessed but 
isw blandishmeats for a people whose patriarchal 
Bsanners were as yet unchanged. The nvmerous 
defiles of those dreary regions ; the marked enmity 
of die peasantiy ; the dtfiiculty of obtaining sup- 
plies; die danger of being surrounded;— all oper- 
ated powerfully on the mind of the conqueror, and 
he found it necessary to aflSsct tlie lananage of mo- 
deration. He accordini^y, on the diirty-flrst of 
March, addressed a letter to the archduke, making 
OTertures ef peace, to which the Austrian com- 
nander replied diat he was not fbmished widi any 
powers to negotiate; he, howerer. immediately 
transmitted Buonaparte's letter to Vienpa, .and in 
a few days receiTOd fuB powers irom the emperor ; 
a snspension of arms tod: place ; and oif the eigh- 
teentn of Aprfl a preliminary treaty of peace was 
signed at the castle of Eckenwald, in St^ria, wbioh 
has since been known b^ the, appellation of the 
treaty of Leoben, and wiuch sorred as the founda- 
tion of the definidre treaty of Campo Formio. 

Tbm intelligence of die prdiminaries of peace be* 
Jng signed nut a stop tn me progress of the French 

Hies on die Rhine, where they had also been ric- 
Af tar this treaty, Augereau, at the head of 



twenty-fire thousand men, marched Into Venice^ 
and, seizing on the arsenal and forts, demanded the 
diree inquisitors, and ten principal members of the 
senate, who were accused of baring iustieated their 
countrymen to an assassination of die French sol- 
diery. In a few dars a democradcad municipality 
was installed ; and the members of the goremmen^ 
finding neither commiseradon nor respect from the 
people, were happy in being allowed to radre from 
thAr natire country. In Genoa, alio, the nobles 
were firicmdly to the Austrian cause J>ut the people 
' were desirous of a popular goremment. Buona- 
narte, in consequence, soon after the rerolndon of 
Venice, established a democratical gorernment in 
Genoa ; but as the nobles had nerer shown an ac- 
tire hostility, and made no material resistance to 
the changf^ diey escaped exactions. 

By the definlare treatr thtf emperor renounced 
aU nght and title to the Austrian Netherlands ; and 
oonsented that the French republic should possess 
in full sorereignty the ci-deoant Venetian islands, 
via. Corfu, Zante, Cepha]onia,and the ofiier islands 
dependent thereon, together with their setdements 
in Albania. The French republic consented that 
the emperor should possess in full sorereiguty, la- 
tria, Dalmada, the Venetian islands in the Adriatia^ 
the mouths of the Cataro, the dty of Venice, the 
Venetian canals, and the countries lying between 
die hereditary estates and the Adriatic seas ; the 
emperor acknowledgins the Cisalpine republic, 
founded on the union of the Cispadane and Trans- 
padane commonwealths, as an independent power, 
which republic composed the ci-aevant Austrian 
Lombardy, the Bergamesque, the Bresdan, the 
Cremonesque^ the Venetian states to the east and 
sondi of the Legner, the Modenese, the principali- 
ties of Massa and Carara, and the three legations of 
Bdocna, Ferrara, and Romagna. This treaty, 
whica was concluded with the emperor only as 
king of Hungary and Bohemia, the- pacification of 
the empire with the French republic being referred 
to a congrees, to be held at Kastadt, was immedi- 
ately ]^ronwlgated, but fourteen secret articles, 
highly important in their nature, were for a time 
concealed. By one of these it was agreed, on the 
part of the emperor, to use his infiuence that the 
French>reonblic should, by the peace to be con- 
cluded witn the German empire, retain as its hour - 
dar^ the bank of the Rhine, firom the confines of 
Switaerland, below Basle, to the branching of the 
Nette, abore Andernach, including the hesd of tha 
bridge of Manheim, the town and fortress of Ments, 
and both banks of the Nette, from whence tliat 
rirer foils into the Rhine, to its source near Bruch. 
His imperial nudesty also agreed to use his good 
offices to obtain for France the free narigation of 
die Rhine, the Moselle, and the Mouse : while, on 
the od&er.oand, the republic was to endemrour to 
acquire for the house of Austria the archbishopric 
ef Baltaburg* and part of the circle of Bararia. 
On the iigustice of the contracting parties, in com- 
bining to appropriate to diemselves the territories 
of indiBpendent states, orer which they possessed 
no other right or power than that which always ap- 
pertains to the strongest, no censure can be too se- 
Tere. 

INTERNAL AFFAIRS OF FRANCE. 

Soon after the appointment of tlie Directory, the 
two councils coalosced for a time with the terrorists, 
in order to crush their mutual enemies, the men of 
moderate principles; but the success of this plan 
was detieatsd by the still greater enmity which sub; 
sisted between those terrorists who adhered to 
Robespieire to the last, and those who brought him 
to dm scaffold. After the conspiracy of May, 1796, 
the directors were more droumspect in their con- 
duct and langoage ; and no dilTereoce occurred be- 
tween them and the councils till the new election, 
which took place in the spring of 1797, when, not- 
withstanding slU the intrigues of the Directory, and 
all the mauoeurres of the Jacobins, nearly the whole 
of the new deputies were adrcrse to the present 
system. At length the time came for one of the 
directors also to go out by lot ; and, by dint of man- 
agement, it was contrired that the lot should fall 
upon Letoumeur, one of the weakest characters 
amongst them. He aocorfingly recciTed a large 
sum of money, was ajppointed to the post of ambas- 
sador, and Barthelemi was chosen to succeed him 
in the Directory. From this time there was a ma- 
Joiity in tha two councilB opposed tb the Directory, 

Mm 
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NegtHaHumffr Peace rmtemed tmd bretem ^—MeetlMg ^ Pmrttm e n i A MrtiM en tkeKlm^t Speetik 
'—On the (ate Negoilatie»—Flmaiiee^7Vip1e AseesemeiU^feimtUturp 
the Lmmd Tax-^Pians for NatiOHoi Dtfenee^Duei befwee» Put en 
OmppUes—Stave T^ade—Ttnder ^ extended Service hjf the MUitie 
Progress of the MtebeUiem te Ireland'Severe Contests betweem tke 
fressien of tke SebeWo»—Triats and BxeGuttQna/orJTreasom-^Lord Oenuealtie nji^fcireil n a er e p' 
Act ^ Ammstf^Ol^eeU of the RebeUien^Frenck Land at MWtOB, m4 emrrender'-JIfmeai FMerp ei 
atr J, B, WarTem^-CloH tftkt Ineurrectiem in IreUnd, 




NEGOnATIONS FOR PBACB RBNBWBD ANH 
BROKEN OFF. 



Br tib« treaty of Onqpo FtonBlD.ArMt Bdtaln 
left alone In her oonteat iHtn Firance : and, on 
the line of Jvne, an oAdal note from lord wenTiUe 
to 4e la Croix, fbie Fkaoeh nMafttyfut foreign allUn, 
eewnianicaled the Aenre of the Rritbh fOTomment 
to negotiate preliminarlea, which ndgbt be definite- 
ly arranged at a Aitnre congreei. The Fk«noii 
It replied, that fBbm directorr wonld re- 
witn eageneM Ae OTertnree and jnopeeala 
■henld be nude to it by the oonrt ofEngland, 
bnt required, for the pnipoee of arolding delay, 
that the negotlatlona 11101110 be rather fat a dnftnite 
than for a wnBnilnary treaty. The Britiah gorem- 
nent rajoued, that it wovid depend upon the 
proareae and torn of the negotiatkma. whetiier 

Snnlnary or defoiitire artiolea ahonld oe aifned. 
directoi^, in three daya after the date of lord 
nrHle^ bet note, trannnitted the 



lyp e nj for a miniater, ftnniahed widi full poweia 
noBB his Britannic nuK|eaty, for the poipoae of ne- 
fotiatina and oonclndnig a deftnitiTe and araarate 
treaty or peace; and ifaced apon the dty of lifle 
« the place of meeting for the reapeedTe plenipo- 
t en ti arl ea. On the aerentrenth of June, lord Gren- 
▼me informed do la Cnrfx, Inr letter^ that hia mi^fea- 
ty had afldn made choice of lord Malmabury to re- 
present aim ; to which the French minister assent- 
ed, intimating, howerer, that anottMr draico wonld 
hare appeared to the directory n^pre foTonraUe 
Ibr the speedy conelnsion of peaoe. On Us arriTal 
at Lisle, Iris lordabip was met by the Firench plenl- 
potentlaiiee— Letonmeor, late member of the di- 
rectorial oonncil, Pterine le PbUey, and Hngnea 
Maret, when he opened flie bnsinees by snbmitting 
the plan of padllcation which he had reoelTed from 
the British ministry. This prtnj^ required the 
cession of the colony of Trinidad, on the part of 
Spain ; and of the Capo of Good Hope, Cooiin, in 
the Baat Indiea, and the Ihdeh poasessions in 
Ceylon, on the part of Holland; In retnm for 
whioh it was proposed tliat Great Britain should 
cede an the omer settiemoits taken ikmn Fhmoe 
and her alliefi in the eouiaeof Ihe war : our mfnister 
fiortfaor required tiie restoration of hia personal 

rperty to tilie Prince of Orange, or an eqniralent 
money; and that France should engage to 
procure for him, at the restoration of peaoe, an in- 
demnity for the loss of die United ProTincea; ttuit 
PortngaT should be included in the treaty, and 
that no demand should be made upon that country 
by Prance. 

To these propoaala the French aaawnred, ^t, 
previously to entering on die main bnilneaay it was 
necessary that diree concessions should be nnde : 
fovt, that his Britannic m^esty should resign the 
tide of Mne of Prance ; secondly, dint the ships 
taken and destroyed at Toulon should be restored, 
or resdtudon nwaa for them ; and,tkMly, that any 
mortgage which Rn gland mii^t have upon the Low 
Coantnes,in consequence of die money lent to die 
oasperor of Geraumy, for the purpose of canryiag 



ondiewaraninatFHiio«,ahoiddbogiT«nvp. Oa 
die fliBt of nose points lord Mafansbiny obaerreda 
that on aU former occa^ns a^eparate ardde had 
been agreed to, which appeared to answer erery pur- 
pose they required, and which it was his intendonp 



as the treaty adTanced, to hnre proposed as proper 
to make a part of this : on the second, he replied^ 
that the claim of restoring the ships waa so pe»- 
foctly unlooked for, that it waa impeasible for him 
to hare been prorided for it in his instructions : 
and, on the thiid« diat. If the French republic had 
taken the Low Countrlea as they stood, charged widi 
aB their ineumbrancea, there could be no doubt 
what these words meant, and that, if no excepdon 
was stated in the lint instance, none could be madn 
widi a retrcMwdTO eflbet. These were dw obser- 
Tatkms that occurred to Urn on the fost mention of 
the snlpecti to which they had adrerted, but hn 
wonld transmit die claims to his goTemment for 
oonaideration. On the fifteenth of July the Rnnch 
plenipotendaiiea addr eased a note to lord If alms- 
oury. In which it was stated diat the Fiunch gor- 
emment, unable to detach itself fktmi the ena agn- 
ments which it had oontraoted with its allies, Spaiii 
and dM BataTian republic, establlahed, as an indis- 
penaable preliminanr of the negotiation for die 
peace wim England die consent of his Britannic 
mi^esty to the restltudon of allthe pca s es si one 
which he ocoapied, not only ftom the French r» 
public, but, forther and fonnally, of diose of Spain 
and ne B^arian repnblio. L«rd Malmsbury re- 
plied, that this was, in eflbol^ toUodara die inten- 
tion of FVanoe to put an abrupt termination to the 
treaty, as it proposed cessions on one side widiout 
any compensation on the other: if this were the 
resei utlun of the directory, the neaptiation was at 
an end ; and it only remained for Oraat Britain to 
peraerere in maintaining, widi an energy and spirit 
proper d cmed to the exigency, a war dmt could not 
be ended but by yielding to terms at caoe disgrace- 
ful and ui^JusL 

It was then, howerer, notorious to aD Eorope» 
diat the members of die Directory wore at this 

Sexiod tottering in their seats ; and that* during ttie 
elay of the negotiation, th^ attentiona were con- 
fined to their own preserratlon. During dds crisii^ 
another roToludon, as has already been related, 
took place In France, wbidi expelled two of ita 
BBembers, Barthelemi and Camot, from the ofiioe 
of directors. These erents led to the reoaU of thn 
French ambasaadon, then at liale, and to the ap. 
pointment of ddaens Treilhaidand Bonnelr d'Aloo 
as their successors ; a chance not asore un p lea s ant 
to the foelings of lord Mafaasbuiy than inaaspioioan 
to the proareas of the negotiation. Inunsdiatsiy 
after their &st interview, on the thbrteenth of Sep- 
tember, lord Malmabury was required to ' 
them whether he was empowered to 
preliminary, that England should 
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alUea since the hfiginning of dM war ; and his lord- 
ship waa fordier required to retam an explicit an* 
Bwer in the course of the day. On the slxtsenlh 
hia lordship addressed a note to the French plenipo> 
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tentiariet, in which he inttmatod that ha neithar 
oould or oaght to treat apoo tny other principle 
than that of reciprocal oompenaation, a principle 
which had been formally reoegnlied as a basie 
equally jnat, honourable, and adrantageovs to the 
two powers. On the aame day the French minis- 
ters apprised hia lordship of a decree of die execo- 
tire directory, parportinff, that in case lord Malms- 
bury should denlare himeetf not to haye the neces- 
sary powers for agreeing to all the restitutions, 
which the laws and die treaties that bind the French 
republic make indispensable, he shall return in 
four and twenty hours to his court, to ask for sutt- 
cient powers. The obvious answer to this imperi- 
ous mandate was returned by his lordship In a 
note, demanding the necessary passpbrts : previous- 
ly to his departure, however, another meeting took 
place, in which ttis lordship urged every considerar 
tion that might induce the French ministers to re- 
call their late unwarrantable proposals, but witii- 
out effect; he tiiereforo took his departure from 
lisle on the morning of the eighteenth of Septem- 
ber. 

' MEETING OF PARLIAMENT. 

On the second of November parliament assem- 
bled, and his migesty expressed nis firm conviction 
that the papers laid before the two houses would 
prove to them, and to the world, that in the late 
negotiations at Lisle every step bad been taken on 
his part which could tend to accelerate the concla- 
sion of peace ; and that he still retained an ardent 
desire for the attainment of that blessing. When 
the king's speech came to be taken into considera- 
tion by the commons, die house presented an ex- 
traordinary appearance ; ihe benches on the left of 
the speaker's chair no longer exhibited their usual 
occupants* finding their counsels rejected, and 
their opposidon unavailing, the opponents of mi- 
nisters, with some few excepdont , bad determined 
to withdraw for a thne from their places in parlia- 
ment, and to leave the members of administration 
to pursue their own system of policy without con- 
trol, alleging diat they were wearied with attend- 
ing merelv to be outvoted, and reproached by the 
ministerial hirelings as enemies of their country. 
Under theso circumstances, the address on the 
kinjji's speech was voted in both houses without a 
division. 

An address passed bdfh houses by an almost 
unanimous rote, highly a)>p1auding the conduct of 
goremment, and expressing a firm determinadon 
to support bis majesty to the utmost^ and to stand 
or foil with our religion, laws, and liberties. It was 
considered by the nation at large that die conces- 
sions offered by Eqgland at Lisle were as great as 
it was proper to make, and that the claims of 
• France were highly unreasonable and unjust ; a 
great pordon of the people consequently evinced a 
renewal of ardour in^he prosecution of the war; 
and, the secession of^he opposidon from parlia- 
ment being disapproved of by many, die mmistry 
acquired somd increase of popularity. 

FINAKC&r-TRIPLE ASSESSMENT— RE- 
DEMPTION OF THE LAND TAX. 

Tbk existing restrictioDS on cash paymenti by 
the bank of England^were continued by an act of 
this session, and on the twenty-second of November 
Pitt brought forward his annual statement relating 
to die public finances. l*he whole expense of the 
year amounted to twenty-five million five hundred 
thousand pounds, and, for the purpose of furnishing 
a supply equal tu this immense demand, Pitt de- 
clared it to be his intention to have recourse to a 
perfectly new and solid system of finance. Of diis 
sum, six million five hundred thoasand pounds 
would arise from the unappropriated produce of 
the sinking fund, exchequer oins, and unmort- 
gaged taxes. Of the nineteen nailliou pounds then 
remaining to be provided for, he proposed to raise 
seven within the year,J!>y a new impost, under the 
desigoadon of a triple assessment, which should be 
regulated by the existing assessed taxes, in a tripU- 
catb proportion to their actual amount, limited, 
however, to die tenth of each person's income ; 
and from the application of this principle of taxa- 
tion arosfj, at subsequent periods, the income and 
property iaxos. Of the remaining twelve million 
pounds, four m^t be borrowed without creating 
an addiaonal debt, the produce of the sinking fund, 
(rid and new, appropriated to the purpose of liqui- 
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the remaining eight miUion pounds he ptopoeed fto 
pa^ by contiaumg the triple assessment tOI tbe 
pnncipal and interest were diadiarged, wfaida 
would be the operation of litde more thian another 
vear. This plan, he said, would gready damp tlui 
hopes of die enemy, ai|d show to him, and to all 
Europe, that our national reaoorees rose in propor- 
tion to the exigencies of our situation. He ac- 
quiesced in what had been so often said, that it 
would have been fortunate if the practice of fund- 
ing had never been introduced, and afflrmed ^diat 
the period had arrived when an absolute necessity 
existed for some change of system. Fox, at the re- 
quest of his constituents, now again appeared in 
parUament, and made the severest animadversions 
on the new scheme of finance, which was also op- 
posed by Ttomey, Sheridan, Curwen, and others. 
During the progress of this biU a clauoe was intre- 
dnced, on the motion of the speaker, to admit of 
voluntary contributions towards the general de- 
fence of the country, now menaced with invasion, 
by a powerful and enraged enemy ; and the sum 
thus raised, under the sanction of nariiament, 
amounted to one million five hundred dionsand 
pounds, to which the ba^ of England contributed 
two hundred thousand wbunds, the king twenty 
du>usand pounds, and the queen five t**^iiffwnd 
pounds out of their private purses. 

1708.— The redemption of the land-tax was broaght 
forward on the second of April. The revenue at that 
time derived from die tax amounted to two million 
pounds. This Pitt proposed to sell at twentv yearaP 
purchase, when die three per cent, consols were 
at fifty, subject to arise in thepiice to purchasers, 
according to the rise of stucka. Forty miOiona 
sterling, the present amount of the laiid-tax at 
twenty years' purchase, would amount to eighty 
million pounds tnree per cent, stock, afibrding an 
interest of two n^Uion four hundred .thousand 
pounds, and leaving, by this operation,acloar annnal 
gain to thepublic revenue of four hundred thousand 
pounds. The perapn who porchased his share of 
the land-tax would obtain a landed security of hia 
property, and at a-ratc so fitvourable as to render 
It a very desirable .otgect. What was of rnnch 
more consequence to the interests of the state, 
eighty miJlioa pounds of capital would be taken out 
of the market. The proprietor uf the land was of 
course to have the right of pre-emption ; and, to 
kimplifv the operation, thepurcbase was to be made 
in stock, not in money. The luU further provided, 
that, if the owner of the land should not be able in 
make the purchase widiln a time to be limited, n 
further period should be allowed. In the aboence 
of die leading members of opposition, this bill paaa- 
ed into a law, without encountering any conaidn'- 
able difficulties ; but, from the radical defects «f 
the plan, not more than about one-fourth part of 
the land-tax Was, within the tpmee of the diree suc- 
ceeding years, bongbt up, and the advantage to An 
public, in point of revenue, did not within that pe- 
riod exceed fiftv thousand pounds a year. ' At dm 
same time that the land-tax at four shillings in the 
pound was made perpetual, certain duties to the 
amount of that tax, on sugar and tobacco, were 
rendered annnal, in order that the control which 
parliament previously possessed over the pnbUe 
purse might suffer no diminution. 

DUEL BETWEEN PITT AND TIERNEY. 
Ddndas moved for the introdnction of a bUl, to 
enable his miyesty to call out a portion of the aup- 
plementary militia ; and a second oill was introduced 
for the encouragement of voluntary associations in 
defence of the country. This caU was jpromptlT 
obeyed ; and no period in the history of Great Bn< 
tain was ever distinguish'^d by more striking mani- 
festations of patriotic feeling and military ardour. A 
third bin was brought into the house by Dundas, 
for the revival of the suspension of tne Habeas 
Corpus act, which, when a rebellion was impend- 
ing u one kingdom, and another was in daily ex- 
pectation of an invasion, could not with propriety 
experience any .opposition. The alien biu, lor re- 
moving all suspicions foreigners out of the realm, 
was also renewed ; and on the twenty 4ifth of May 
Pitt, convinced that the dangers of the country 
were continuallv increasing flrom the vast prepara- 
tions accumulating on the coast of FVance, moved 
for a bill for more effectually manning the navy. 
The chief object he had in view y«s the temporary 



I 



GEOBOE iiL neo-ifisoi 



■iitpanioa of the pntttdaoM of aeoBMn, and ho 
expressed an eaneot wish that the bill ahovld poM 
that day through ito diffinM&t ategea, witha aoitahlo 
pauM at each if required, and that it shoold be 
«oat to the lorda for their oonciixTBnoe. Tleraejr 
eiprened his belief that tiie angmentatioik of the 
na?y might be provided for in the nsoal way. The 
\ ery extraordinary manner in which tiie honse waa 
C4Ued upon to adopt this meaanre could not fikfl, 
he said, to create great and unnecessary alaza ; 

* apdy indeed, from w he had lately seen, he mnst 
▼iew the measures of ministers as hostile to the 
liberty of the suluect. Pitt, with considerable 
warmth, said that, if oTory measure adopted agaiost 
the designs of France waa to Jbe considered as hos- 
tile to the liberties of this country, his idea of 
liberty diifered widely from that of the honourable 
gentleman. Am a noUce of the intended measure 
would enable those on whom it was meant to 

■ operate to elude iu effects, how, he asked, could 
the honourable gentleman's opposition be aooount- 
ed/or, but from a desire to obstruct the defence of 
the country t Tiemey then rose, and called him 
to order; on which die speaker obserred, that 
whatever had a tendency to throw suspicion on the 
sentiments of a member, if cooveyed m a language 
that clearly marked tliat intention, was certainly 
irregular : of this the house would iudge from the 
ri^ht honourable gentleman's explanation. Pitt 
said that, if the house waited for hia explanation, 
he feared it would wait a long time. He uiew rery 
well that it waa not parliamentary to state tiie 
moUres that actuated the opiniona of members ; 
but it was impossible to go into arguments in 
faronr of a question, without sometimes hintfaig at 
the motif OS that induced an opposition. He sub- 
mitted to the judgment of the house the propriety 
of what he had urged, but be would not deput 
from any thing he had advanced by ^ther retsac- 
tion or explanation. Tiemey immediately left the 
bouMt, and the next morning sent Pitt a challenge. 
On Sunday afternoon, the twedty-seventh, at three 
o'clock, the parties met on Putney-Heath, when 
two cases of pistols being discharged without effect, 
Pitt firing bib second pistol in the air, the seconds 
fnterferecU and the matter was accommodated. 
SECOND ESTIMATE OF SUPPLIES—VOLUN- 

TEERING. 

Thi chancellor of the exchequer found himself 
obUged, as in the last session, to lay before the 
kouse a second estimate of supplios, when he took 
jftccasion to state that the loan most be fifteen in- 
s^-^ad of twelTo million pounds ; and that the triple 
aasi «ment, which was calculated at seven miUjon 
pouD% would, it was apprehended, from the 
nnmeitus modifications and abatements, be re> 
duced V four million five hundred tliousand pounds. 
The Inte; it of the increased loan and deficiencies 
he estimated at seven bnndred and sixty-three 
thousand pounds, which be proposed to provide for 
by additional duties on salt, tea, dogs,' norses and 
carriages, and by a tax on armorial bearings. The 
various duties on houses and windows were, at the 
same time, consolidated into one table. 

A biU for relating the shippiog and carrying of 
alaTeo in British vessels from Africa, passed by a 
great nM^ority. 

. On the nineteenth of June, a message fti>m the 
king announced that rarions regiments of militia 
had made a voInnta«y tender of their services, to 
be employed in aid of the regular and militia forces 
in Ireland, for the suppression of the rebellion un- 
happily existing in that country. In both houses, 
an address, empowering his migesty to accept any 
such offers, waa carried • after animated debates ; 
and bills, founded upon the message, were'passed, 
previously to the prorogation of parliament on the 
twonty-ninth of June. 

England being thus deprived jat about twelve 
thonsand of its constitutioiial defenders, though still 
under the imminent apprehension of an invasion, a 
spirit of military ardour, eaual to any exigcww/at 
once seized and pervaded the whole kiugdon^ ; and 
all ranks and orders of men eagerly formed them- 
selves into volunteer corps, commanded by officers 
of their own choice, acting under temporary com^ 

• missions from the king. 

ORIGIN AND PROGRESS OF THE IRISH 

REBELLION. 
BtFOKi the rebellion <tf Ireland broke oat into a 
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H had been pome IUm eHdnt timt a daik 
and dangerous oonneeckm was carrylnff en between 
the soeaety of United Irishmen and Ae French 
government, having for its abn hothing less than 
the dissolution of the connection between the twe 
kingdoms. In the sixteenth and seventeenth con. 
tnry, the dianges which occurred hi the royal 
djrnaaty, civil government, and religion of England, 
had involved Ireland, which had adhered to the 
ancisnt lineage and authorities, in the imputed 
guilt of rebeUion, and subjected .her to relsgioua 
proseription, and the estates forfeited on the sup- 
pression of these insurrections were granted to 
English setaers, who generally dliforing in religi- 
ona principles, and engroosme political powers 
were always regarded by the ftattve Irish as in- 
truders and plunderers, tnm whence arose a 
jealousy and antipathy which time has not yet 
been able to eradicate. 

The British government, having seen the Iktal 
effects of coercive measures in the case of America, 
had since adopted towards Ireland a more liberal 
and enlightened system of policy. The penal 
ktatntes against the Roman cathottor were in a 
great degree repealed ; they held their land on the 
like terms with the protestants ; they ei^oyed, in 
short, every right and franchise in oonunon wiUi 
the former, saving the oflkes of state, the privi-. 
lege of sitting in |»arliameot, the necessitv of sup* 
porting the protestant church beddes tneir own 
clergy^ and the partiality with which, notwitb- 
stand&ig the late mitigation of the penal code, the 
government of Ireland continued to be administer- 
ed. The society of united Irishmen, projected and 
organiied bj Theobald Wolfe Tone, an Irish lawyer 
uf distinguished talents, proposed to connect the 
whole Irish nation together, for the purpose of ob- 
taining a general melioration of their condition, by 
a reform of parliament, and an equalisation of 
catholic with protestant privileges, without any 
exception, civil or political. The protectants, per- 
suaded that, whatever their real purpose might be. 
the ferment they were agitating must be inimical 
to the existing establishments, formed counter aa- 
sociationa, and assumed the name of Orange-men, in 
faono^ of king WUliam, whom they consider as the 
vindicator of protestant security, and the establish- 
or of protestant property and power in Ireland, 
although that monarch waa more liberal and tole^ 
rant to the Irish catholics, than his ministers and 
some of his successors. The orange-men proposing 
to disarm the catholics, bodies of these associated 
to resist the attempt, and assumed the name of 
Defenders, and various feuds took place, accom- 

fanied with great disorder and some bloo^bhed. 
he united Insbmen did not immediately amalga- 
mate with the defenders, who were rather violeotiy 
outrageous than systematically designing ; in them, 
however, they saw willing instrnmenta whon their 
own deep-laid schemes should be ripe for execu- 
tion. Whether the designs of these associatee 
were originaUv to effect a complete separation of 
Ireland from Britain has not ^en ascertained as a 
fact, but that in the progre*s of their concert, they 
had formed such a pr<yect is beyond all doubt ; and 
injustice to the cathohcs it must be observed, that 
the conspirators were not exclusively, or even ori- 
ginally, of that community, the society of united 
Iriahnien having been instituted chiefly among 
protataots, Veform and catholic emancipation were 
used by the leaders of (he malecoutents rather to 
entrap the unwary, than aa the true object of those 
under wbose banners the great mass of the disaf- 
fected were preparing to shed tiieir blood. 

In the year I7M, the French government had 
sent an agent, named Jackson, a dergyman of the 
established church of England, and a native of Ire- 
land, into these kingdoms, to acquire intelligence ; 
and he at first took up his residence at the house of 
a merchant of the name of Stone, at Oldford, near 
London ; but finding that the project of an invasion 
of England was hopeless, he repaired to Ireland, 
whence he carried on a correspondence with hia 
friend, the English merchant. Ther were both, 
however, soon afterwards apprehended and tried 
on a charge of higb treason^ when Stone was pro> 
ounnoed not guuty, but Jackson was convicted ; 
and at the moment when sentence of death waa 
about to be passed upon him, he fell down snd- 
lenly, and expired in the court. On this convic- 
tion. Tone, Hamilton Rowan, and some other dis- 
tingtttshed members of the todaty of united Irish. 
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nea. abioonded to VkapOM ; b«t, aoon alter tba 
partm ^ emA mRwiUiaan from baland in 17M, 
that aociatT reaaivod an important ao co at i o o oi 
nea of taMlta and inlnoaoa, ammf wbom vera 
Artfaarp'OoaBor, late a member of the Iriah parlia- 
ment, me ne^ew and preaampti?e heir of lord 
Longneville ; vr. M'NIven, ehairman of the Cathe- 
Ue oomnittee; Olirer Bend, an opvlent Dublin 
merohant ; and a barriator named Bmmet-^all ci 
whmn, exeept M'Niven, were protaataott. About 
the dead of that yaar. a regolar oommnnieation wao 
opened by the leaden of the Society with the 
Prenoh direotery, thtroagh tkm medium of T<me and 
other Iiiflh refoeees; and eariy in the follomlnr 
year a propoaitien waa reoeiTed frun tte Fremm 
foremment^ and accepted by tlie ae c r o t oommittee 
of the aecieiy of United Iriilimen, to aend over an 
anny to InMnd, to aaaiat in the pro^tdd eflbrt to 
anbrert the monarchy, andtoieparate Ireland from 
Hie Britbh oonnectMrn. The flnt agenti of the in- 
aorsenla deaumded fhom France any nnmber of 
treopa, not auMre than ten or lem thioi five then- 
aand ; bet the French ahoir^d a decided inclination 
to aend an army aaficient to conquer and to retain 
noaaeMJon of the oountrjr— fifty or aistY thousand 
flk leaat. Three armamento, one from Spain, a ae- 
omd from Fruiee, aod a third from Helund, were 
deotined to aaU for the ceaBt of Ireland in tiie same 
year ; but the defeat of tlie Spanish fleet by eaii 
St. Vincent, and that ef the BataTian fleet by lord 
Duncan* entirely disconcerted this plan td inraalim. 
These disasters by no nieans discouraged the Insur- 
Centi, who had their expectations buoyed up by 
an assurance, en the part of the Fkonch directory, 
titot such snocour* as circumstances would admit 
Aould arriTo in Ireland from France, in the month 
of April or Hay, 1799. At the conunencement of 
this vear a grand effort waa resolred uson : in the 
monm of February, a military co mrni ss i on was ap- 
pofoted by tike exeeutiTe council of the insurgents, 
and nocturnal assemblies were held in Tarious 
paito of the Unffdom, where tlie people were train- 
ed to the use of anas. At die same time, Artiiur 
O'Connor, one of the pretonded eseentiTe directo- 
ry, repaired to linden with an intention of pro- 
eaading to France, in comoany widi Binna, a rery 
actrre member of the London corresponding sode- 
tv, Coigley, an Irish priest, and two attendants of 
ue names of Allen and Leary. Attempts bad U^ 
wise been recently made, with some success, to 
ibrm a society of United BngUshmen on the model 
of tibe United Irish, and Coigtoy and Binns w«re the 
chief promoters of this design^ which also extended 
itself to Scotland. 

O'Connor and his asaociatoa were taLen into 
custody at Margate, in an attempt to obtain a pass- 
age to France, on the twenty-eighth of February. 
Alter being conflned some time in the Tower, they 
were remored to Maidstone, where they were tried 
by a special commission on the twenty-first and 
twenty-second of May, two days before the breakr 
ing out of the rebellion in Ireland ; and Coigley, 
on whose nerson waa fouAd a paper, purporting to 
be an address " from tiie secret committee of 
England to the exeeutiTe directory of France," 
was capitally conricted, and died with heroic fbrti- 
tude in what he considered tiie cause of his coun- 
try. No oTidence appearing ai^nst Allen and 
Leary, they were immediately set at liberty f but 
O'Connor and Binns were detained on another 
charge of high treason, preferred against them by 
the British goTemment. On the twelf& of Mardi, 
thirteen members of the prorincial committee of 
Leinater, with other principals of the conspiracT, 
were arrested at the house of OliTer Bond in Dub- 
lin. This arrest was grounded on the information 
of Thomas Reynolds, or Kilkea Castle, in the county 
of Kildare, who had associated wiu the conspira- 
tors, and was colonel of a regiment of United Irish- 
men, and provincial delegate for Leinster. In 
these arrests were included the most active and 
efficient leaden of the union, — Emmet, M'NlTcn, 
• and Bond, being among the number. 

A warrant was issued against lord EC vvard Fitz- 
gerald, and a thousand pounds offered for hjs ap. 
prehension ; but his losdship remained for several 
weeks concealed in the city of Dublin : howorer, 
he was discovered on the nineteenth of May ; and, 
in arresting him, he wounded Justice Swan danger- 
ously, and captain Ryan mortally ; ha was himself 
ao desperately shot in the shoulder, that, after lan- 
guishing tin the third of the following month, he 
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da-l died in 




died in axtsmMi agony. Hda young 
who waa brother to the daLe of Leinster. »« „« 
lied to a danf^ktar of the4ate duke of Oileane, wf 
endnenliy oualUad tor the excitfrnfont and dix«c- 
tion of revolntiaiiary comnmtiona. being a aaan of 
daring courage, a moat active spirit, eenaiderable 

Cwera of mmd, and of a fiunily Ui^iiy respected. 
' its ancient greatneoa by the lower dames ef the 
Iiiah. The vananeiea created in tfaa directorial 
and other d ep artments, by t h ese arreats, werw 
snpplied without diflkulty, but widk men asuch 
lem fit fsr tkm arduoua task of of e r t ur n ing a aetded 
govemmant. Among tlm 'aaambera of the new 
directorv were two brothen, banisters, of tba 
naaae of Shoarea, to whom captain Armatrang, a 
govenment agent, tound ready a cce ss, and, 1^ a 
show of great seal m the cause, obtained the oonA- 
denoe of the leaders, from whom he lewned thata 
general rising nmst inanediatoly take plaee ; that 
the impalienoe of the peopto since Ine criminal 
pro s ee n ticas, could no tonger be restrained ; and 
that it was becoma necessary to make a peat and 
innnediate natioual eflbrt, witoont wmtfaig Ibr 
Fkunch anccoars. Tlie plaa pnqpoeed was to seiaa 
the camp of LougUto'atown, tito artillery at Oha- 
peUaod, and tim castle of Dubim, aU on the night 
of the twentr-third of May : and it was fonher 
determined, mat a slmultaneoas ristog should take 
place at Cork : on the twenty-Jinl^ however, the 
two brothers, John and Henry Shearea, with 
others of the prino^>al censiwators, we 
bended ; tim dty and counAy of DubUn were de- 
daved, in the lord-lietttenant and council, to be in 
a state Off iaaurreolion ; the guaxda at tlie castle» 
aad at an the great objects ef attack, were treUed; 
and the whoto dty was, in feet, converted into a 
Sanriaen. Amongst the precautions taken on this 
occaaton by government was the ai^mentatiea of 
tlie- several corpa of armed yeomanry,— a spedea 
of force that waa first embodied in aie month ef 
Oetober, 179f, in a kind of independent companifea. 
Theae yeomanry corps were BMiatty cavalff, and 
were geaeraUy commanded by a captain and two 
lientenaato : the infentry beina armed lilce a regular 
army, and we cavalry frmished with a pistof and 
award each, to which aemetimes'a caihine was add- 
ed. In six months from thdr first establisfament^ 
the numbers increased to thirty-seven thousand; 
and, during the rebelUcn, the yeomanry torce te- 
ceeded fifty thousand. 

Of the means accumulatod by the ^ttsafif^ted. fer 
oarrying their revob&tionary enterprises into eftct, 
some estimate may be made lh>m the foUowing 
facto : — ^A paper^ his own handwritmg, was giren 
by lord BdwardFitsgerald to Reynolds, the i^ttrm- 
m, which purported to be a return made by a na. 
tfonal committee, on the twenty-siztti of Fuwuary 
.1709, firom which it appeared, that ttie number of 
armed men in Ulster, Leinster, and Monster, 
amounted to two hundred and 8ix.ty-nine thousand 
eight hundred and ninety sis, and that tiie sum of 
one tiionsand four hundred and eighty-five pounds 
four shillings and nine pence, was In the bands of 
the treasurer. Another return made by a meet- 
ing of colonels, bald on the twenty-eightti of March 
I7M, reported, that thaiP adherents, even among 
thaking's troops, were to the proportion of one ia 
every tajrem, and that the insargente were in soA- 
dent force to disarm all the ^military within tha 
bounds of their own counties. 

Sir Ralph Ab^rcrombie havBig been appototed» 
on the twelfth of December, 1797, conunander-in- 
chief of the forces in Irdand, his first step in the 
disduaye of his puUic duty was to make a tour of 
observation tiuroughout the island. The excetsos 
committed by the mllifary in the provtoccs, caQed 
down severe reprehonston ; and on his return to 
the capital he caused It to be notified, in general 
order*, " th%t the irregularities of the troops in Ire- 
land haa too unfortunately proved the army w ba 
to a state of licentiousness, which must render it 
formidable to every one but the enemy." The ga- 
n«Ml^kfter the publication of his general oideta^ 
and under the mfluence of the observations he had 
made to his recent view of the country, endeavour- 
ed to imv»ress the mtodj of those m power with hia 
own opinions, that coerdve measures to the extent 
determtoed upon were by no means necessary in 
Ireland. But not havtog succeeded to produdaft 
toe effect he totended by these representational 
imd unwilUng to tarnish his mflita:^ feme, or to 
the tosa of Ids humane and manlir character hy 
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tNow to ■ecBa* of ciTU dMolatton, 1m i«- 
cIm eusf ooauMUid of tke annY in Irshmd 
OB tiM twoBtv-ointh of April, ttflar boldfaig that 
appokiCBMiit little awra ttum foor OMMitlM, and 
WM ro c co odod by goneral Lake. In tfio nontt of 
Marck ordafa woie iaanod to tho «ra^ by tbo lord- 
^eutenant to iw ooe e d tato tb» diatorbod oo«atiea ; 
and a wanilrato, datod fnm bead^iaarton at Kil- 
dare, waa on the ttiird of the ananif nionth ad- 
dreaaed to the inhaUtanto, rcqfnifltof them to nur- 
render their arma in the apaoe of ten daya from 
the notiee, on pain of Urge bodlea of troopa beinf 
diatrilrated ammig them to lire at free qoartet* ; 
pnuniaing at tibie aame time to rewaitl ioeh aa 
would give infannation of concealed arma or am- 
aannition, but denondng exeofiplary aererittea if 
the oonntry ahonld oontinne in a dutntbed atoto. 
On the adrance of the mHitacry into die other 
oonntieo, a aimilar notioe waa giren to the inhahi- 
tanta, and the troopa in the connto of KiUare. and 

Krof thoeein the oonntiea of tiariow and Wick- 
, were qoartered in the hooaea of the diaaflbet- 
•d or Bwpeetad, in nmnbera proportioned to the 
a^ppeeed gnilt and ability of the owner*. Great 
of iMuaea witili thi^r ftamitare were burnt, 
■ma were i»nnd, or whoae oecn- 
goiity of the liihfifnfien of pikea, or 
illegal nrafOticea for the premotloB of the 
If any irregnlaiitiea were of oonne 
by ^■'*r*p*f aoldieia, widtont the appro- 
bation or knowledge of their oAoen, and many 
other acta of aererlty bT perMMa not in the armT ; 
fome from an nnMgned aeal for the aar? ioe of tne 
cvewn, and Mhmn to praoaoto ainieter pnrpoa e a , or 
to gratify a apiiit of pefoenal anteoaity. 

fte rebel cUefii had decided en open war, and 
the twenty-turd of May waa the day appointed fof 
tito general riaing of tt» oo u n l iy . 

n^oommand of the rebel army after the mrreat 
•f lord Edward IttaigemU, derolved npen Somoei 
Meiben, who aeditatod an attack npen Newgate, 



in the ctty of Dublin, for the pwpoae of ra 
hialordaUp. With thli view he nuetobled 
nf the toanrgent oolonela en the night of the 
t y aeaond of May, and, hairing produced n 
tbm dty. he aaaf ned to each of them l 
which ney and meir regimento were to occnpy. 

reman- 



map ef 



The priaen and fiie Tice>regal r e aj den c e 
ed ent aa the forat dtJecto of attack, and the latter 
ediflce waa to be aaaailed in front and renr by dtf> 
liment nartiaa, whOe a aeleet bend waa to aacend 
by laddafc into the apavtawnto of the principal 
of goreraaBcnt, and to aac n ro adr per> 
Nor waa it Intended that tte inanr ractlcn 

far the aaneral riring waa to be the ateppage of 
the maftoeacheai ftto nan of the pug a ut waa 
indeed canled into cAbct, far. on the twcnty-thlrd, 
the Belfoat maOi^aaeb waa detained and bemt at 
Bantry, the Ccrkaull at New. and that 
in the direction of AtUene at 
oot aaliaded with detaintog the 




detaintog t 
•d both uw 
the Canngh of Kfldwe. 
_ of the twcnty-tfaiffd. ail the 
the dty, amoimtfng to 
hundred, and tbe fow miKtary in the 
were ordered by general Lake to 
reapeettve alaraa-poeta. whUa the 
the Code miUtia, w& 

north aide of Stephen'a green. It fortanataly hap- 
pened that the royd cand and flm grand canal, 
each attjf feet broad and diMfoet deqp, foamed a 
complete fortttaatkm on the aortk and aoatib ddoe 
of the dty : and all the bridge Mng ecenftad by 

military. &e eoaamanicaSaa nith the ^^ ^ 

ed from wilhent wae in a ccnddarab 
cat off. 

CONTESTS BETWEEN THE MILITARY 

AND INSURGENTS. 

This epemtien waa net, how«v«r. carried hde 
eamplete effoct, aa neadv three thoeaand amn 
dntered tbe dty to the north, en the eveniag of the 
twenty-third, for tlm pnrpcae of Joteiag Hbm inauw 
genta. A large body of rebda, armed wMi pfltea 
and mniikets, aaBcmbled'ln Ecdeedreet, and id 
enrirona. aa wdl aa in Tariooa eOet parte of the 
dty, and great nembera were advancag towavda 
Dablin, wfth an intcntian of raaUnit into the dty, 
to agom aa the insvfeBti had cat dc d 




At thia eriila, NeilKm, the rebel chid, w^ 
bended in me streeta, by one Grdg, after a ( 
ate atmggle ; and on tbdr leader bdnr 
te priaon, aererd tiioiiaand diela, who ' 
tog with impatience the dgnd of atteok, 

to varfooa directiona. Tho plan of the rt 

it onpearad, te asaemble by beat of dritm ; and! 
well known, obaerrea Sir Ridiard MnagraTn 
hia Memoira of the Rebellion, diat. In anottierhi 
the fate of the dty and its loyd inhaUtanta w« 
hare been decided; for the mam of the pecg 
armed with pikea and other weapona, were Iiul 
In lanea and by-plaoea, leadv to atart forth on 
ftrat beat of thdr druma, and would hare occna 
an tile atreete, and aanMinated the yeomen, bd 
they coold hare reached their reapeetlTe steth 
On the night of tho twenty-third, and 'taxing 
following day, aererd akirmlsheB were fooghl 
Ihe covntie« adfoinlng Ae aeat of govemment, | 
the towna of Naaa, tngne, Proaperow, Ballymd 
Eaateoe, and Kilcallen, were attacked by i 
inaargent force; and Caxtow, Hacketatown, « 
Monaatereren, had to withatend aimilar wtanlte 
tiie two following daya. Theae feeble and nno 
nected efforta were not ooontenanced by a gene 
riaing; for Ulater, in which proTinoe alone « 
hoadrad and fifty thooaand nnitod Iriahmen i 
add to hare been enreUed and miiatered, decUa 
the oonteat. to con a eqnence of the nnpromid 
atetoaf thefralEdra; and the progreaa ofrebelBi 
anaanctfooed even by the fonnality of a manifea 
had hithefto ntlier aaaembled &e capridooa frei 
ef a dteeentented mob, than ti|e nnited effortt d 
large portton of the nation. War betog opet 
e e amiea eed 1^ the ccnapiratora, ihe lord-Uentena 



imoed a proclamation on flie tweatty-foorth, givt 
notice that ordetl were conreyed to all hia mdi 
t^'a generd olliocra In. Ireland, to ptiniah accoroi 
to martid law. by death or otherwiae, all perae 
d^g the rebel Don, and flie following day ni 
aented att upper tanlty for carrying mto eft 
tha aa heaTy denvndationa. On the twenty-four 
ef May, an onnanally large amemblafie of t) 
te In the ndghbonrfaood of Cariow, for 
aoatbwnat of DnbUn, indicated that an attai 
on that plaoe had been deelded npon, and, on t! 
day follawlag, too gairiaon, condating at abo 
four handred and fifty man. nnder edond Maho 
waa aaaaflad by a. body ci one thooaand or m 
thooaand five hun dred Inanrgente. On their a 
Into the town, they recelred ao deatmctifk 
com tho gaatteen, that they recoiled, ai 
to lotreat^ bat, finding their fijg 
totercepted, aombeia took refuge to the bona< 
wbfeb bdng Inmiedtatdy fired by the addiei 
they mot a mlaerable fiite. Ihe lom of the reb« 
<m thfo eeeaafan ooald net bo eetfanated at lam thi 
fire himdrod, wMto not an todiddnd on the ride 
tho loyallatt waa oren wounded ; a&d, after t 
defMt^ abont two handred inanrgente were hang 



On- tho niglit of ttte twenty-aixOi of May f 
of rebellion waa hoMod betwee n Gor 
r JFdm Mnrphy, a Romi 
prioat, of Eodan»gna» nlaeed Unudf at the he 
ef thoin autg o n te, two largo bodlea of whom, be 
aaen and wemoa, were collected on (he foJlowi 
day, bdng Whit-Bnnday, one on «kO hill of Oda 
n Eflttm mte hiH, the lattor of whi< 
te from to^ to thrdb Ihouaaud, ai 
by Miahad Hniphy, another Romi 
prieat, ware attacked by about lluree hundred yt 
amn, who advanced intrepidly op tfie hill, wh< 
tho robd foioe, notwithatandtog thdr saped 
ora, retreated to diaorder, leaving one hi 
and fifty of thdr companiona dead on t 
fidd. Tho amailante, not aatidked with a fieta 
ao honeanUe to ^dr aUD and connge, taniiah 
tbm lanreto of tho day by burning two Romi 
nhapala, and about one handred eouna, and for 
hanoaa bdongtog to poraona of that oonuBuaity, 
their lino of aaarah. Tory dUbrent from the bat 
of EihUcmaa waa the readt of another act! 
fought on the aame day, on tho bin of Oda 
a haul flMher John MntpBy fowmanded te perac 
The i nea i gooti, findtog thdr retreat cat off, attai 
ed Ihdr epponente with an hapetooaitT dhat ovi 
threw all oppodtlan t and ao anocomftd were th< 
edbrte, that a whda nicked detachment of o 
ad tan men, flom the north Cork milit 
,, with tho eaoefdon of colond Foote a 



iBBiifhto 



ef the fd>e]a o 



272 



HISTORY OF OREAT BRITAIN. 



only tiiree killed and mIx wounded. Fadier John, 
fluvhed with Tictory, ftdTanced to Enziiscortiiy, and 
that place was attacked on the twenty-eighth b]f a 
rebel force amounting to leTen thousand, of wmch 
about eight hondred were armed' .with mosketa. 
Victory, which flactoated for three hoars, at length 
took her stand in the rebel ranks, and the military, 
hating no cannon to support them, were driren to 
the necessity of sounding a retreat. 

The next posidon of the insurgents was at Vine- 
gar-hill, near Bnniscorthy. While tbev halted at 
this place on the twenty-ninth, John Benry Col- 
clough, of Ballyte^, and Edward ntxserald, of 
Newpark, who, with Beauchamp Bagnd[ Harrey, 
of Bargycasde, had previoasly been committed by 
the loyalists to the prison at Wexford, on suspicion 
ofhaving faronred the rebel cause, were despatch- 
ed with a commission to endearour to prerail on 
ifihem to disperse. This unpromising mission en- 
lirely finiled ; and Coldough was ordered to return 
to Wexford, while Fitz^ei'ald was detained. . So 

Kompt were the rebels in their morements, that 
fore the eyening of the same day their adTanced 
guard was pushed forward to Three Rocks, within 
three mfles of Wexford, and that eminence fixed 
upon as one of their future military stations. On 
tbsir approach the consternation of Uie inhabitants 
of Wexford became extreme; suspicion haunted 
erery bosom ; and, as a measure of precaution, 
orders were issued to extinguish all the fires, eTcn 
those of the bakers, and to unroof all the thatched 
houses in the town, to prerent the i n c endiary 
operations of the disaffected. In this extremity 
multitudes repaired tor refuge on board the ships 
in the harbour ; the shops were all shut, and many 
ot the aAighted inhabiti^nts sought security in 
flight. The military force at this time in Wexford 
amounted to about one, thoosadd two hondrdd 
men, whilst the rebels were at least fifteen thou- 
sand. It was announced to the garrison, in the 
course of the erening, that general Fawcett was 
mardiing from the fort of Duncannon, and that his 
arriTsl with a strong reinforcement might .be hour- 
l]r expected. The general, haTing aniTed in the 
night at Taghmon, pushed forward a small detach- 
ment^ which was unfortunately intercepted on the 
mormng of the thirtieth, near the camp at Three 
Rocks^ and after a sharp engagement, m which a 
majonty of their number was kpled. the suTTiron 
fell into the hands of the enemy. The general, on 
reviving the accQunt of this disaster, retreated 
precipitatelT towards Duncannon, with which the 
troops in Wexford were unacquamted for sereral 
hours ; and colonel Maxwell, acting upon the sup- 
position that the general would be able to take Oe 
rebels in the rear, while he attacked them in front, 
sallied forth from the town on .the following morn- 
ing, taking with him the principal part of the regu- 
lar fbrce at that time in the garrison; but this 
operation prored altogether unsuccessful. On the 
return of the troops a council of war was hastily 
assembled, when it was determined to eracuate die 
town, into which the insurgents poured by thou- 
sands, shouting, and exhibituig erery mark of ex- 
iraragant exultation. Their first step was to pro- 
ceed to the prison, whence they instantly liberated 
Harrey, and insisted that he should become their 
commander. The inhabitants, rendered hospitable 
by their fears, entertained them with great profu- 
sion, and, alter Tarious scenes of disorder, naturally 
attendant on such an occasion, parties were des- 
patched in boats to bring on shore all the men, 
arms, and ammunition they could find on board the 
Tessels in the harbour ; and those who were recog- 
nised as haring rendered themselres obnoxioas to 
these sanguinary wretches were pierced with pikes 
vpon the beach. 

The nif ht of the thirtietii passed in comparatire 
tranquillity ; but early, on the morning of the tiiirty- 
first the streets were again crowded, and Uie con- 
fusion and plunder of the preceding day recom- 
menced. After much entreaty, the insurgent force 
was induced to move out of the town, and encamp 
on Windmill-hills, where they dirided into two 
bodies { there remained, howerer, a kind of rebel 
authority in the place, which assumed the office of 
supplying the camps, and issuing proclamations. 

By this time the insurrection had become gene- 
ral throughout the county, except where the peo- 
ple were kept down by the presence of the mili- 
.tary ; all the forges, botii in town and country, 
were In conseqnenoe contianaSy employed in fob- 



xieating pike-blades ; and four oyfttef«raaefai wi 
fitted out in the harbour, to cmbe off tiie baiy, 
to bring in resaels laden with provisions, to sop^y 
the markets, which were totally deserted by tha 
formeie. All spe^e seemed to have Ywntshed 
during the insurrection ; and bank notes were held 
in such low estimation^ that great quantities <^ 
them were destroyed m lifl^dng tobsoco-ptpee 
and in wadding for firelocks. So much indeed waa 
the value of pu»er money d^redated, and of spa- 
cie advanced, that a pound of beef was regularly 
sold in the market or Wexford for one penny in 
cash,' when a bank* note of the nomina] value of 
twenty shillings would not purchase die 
weight of that commodity, whihit the 
part of the county of Wexford was in this horribl* 
state of commotion, the northern baronies towards 
Oorey were all frightfully agitated. On the mora* 
ing oi the first of, June, the garrison of Bunclody, 
three mUes from Bnniscorthy, consisting of fira 
hundred men, was attaekcMi by a detachment oi 
rebels, from the camp at Vinegar-hill, amonntizkg 
to about five thousand,«and ooaamanded by father 
Kern, a man of extraordinary stature, strength^ 
and ferocity. After a sharp engagement, dnnng 
which the loyalisti avere at one time obliged to 
quit the town, the assailants were at length defeated, 
with the loss of about two hundred slain, while Oat 
of the victors amounted only to two {Mcivates. This 
victory was of no small importance, as a different 
result would have opened a way for tb» Wexford 
rebels . into the county of Canow, the rising of 
whose inhabitants to co-operate widi those of 
Wicklow and KOdara, already in arms, must have 
given fpreat embarBassment to government. 

^ division of the Wexford rebels, under Beaa- 
champ Bagnel Harvey, advanced to the southwest, 
for the purpose of attaddng New Ross ; bat 1±m 
capture of the town was an olgect of considerable 
difflrulty, as die garrison consisted of one thousand 
two hundred effective men, exclusive of one hon- 
dred and fifty reoman, who. had been for some 
time prepared ror the attack, and were all jodi- 
donsly stationed. About five o'clock in the' mov- 
ing of the fifth of June, diirty thousand insargents, 
about one-fourth armed with muskets, and the 
remainder with pikes, marched up to the place 
with great braveij, drove in the advanced guard, 
and took possesaon of the alarm post. The first 
onset was furious, but they were repulsed by a 
detachment of the fifth dragoons ; they,., however, 
instantly rallied, and notwithstanding cannon were 
planted at die cross lanes, so as to sweep dw 
streets as diey advanced, such were the wei^t 
and impetuosity of the column formed by the 
assailanti, that the main body of the garrison fled 
over the bridge with great precipitadon. The 
commanding oiBcer, however, having re-animated 
his men, oontrired to turn the rear of the assail- 
ants, who were now dispersed and overcome ; and. 
as raw traops can never be rallied, diey retreated 
with die utmost speed, after a contest of sereral 
hours, first to Coniet, and then to Carrickb^roe- 
hiUs. The slaughter of the rebds was prodigions : 
the king's troops lost about ninety men killed, 
among whom was lord Moun^oy, ofdonel of the 
Dublin militia, and the wounded and ravwing 
amounted to about one hondred and thirty. En- 
raged at this defeat, some dastardly rebds turned 
their frury against objects incapable of resistance, 
and more than one hundred protestant loyalists 
were wantonly and barbarously massacred In ca3d 
blood. 

The army under fiidier Michael Mmrphy, 9bmt 
twenty thousand strong, advanced against Arklow 
on the ninth of Jdhe. The attack, which continned 
for upwards of two hours, was fierce and irregu- 
lar ; but the incessant fire of the troops rendered 
all their efforts abordve, and diey were never alile 
to penetrate into the place. At length father 
Michael, after harranguing his foIlowerB, advanced 
with a standard on which a cross had been ev- 
blaxoned ; hvX, though he had represented himself 
to be invulnerable, he was killed hy a c«inon shot, 
on which his troops instandy retreated in disorder 
towards Coolgrency. The insurgent army, now 
under the command of general Byrne, next medi- 
tated an attack on Hacketstown ; but the approach 
of general Lake compelled Aem to diandim that 
design, and to oonmitfnce their retreat, on die 
twentieth, for Yinegar-ldll. Hie division of dw 
anny nndtr general Needham moved from ArUow 
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to Otnf OA «h« BtaMtotBlb, tad tnm tlianoo 
town^ BnnlMortlnr on tbm twiotialb, for fh« 
Mrpo«e of OD^pftratmc in a plon fomod by cenoral 
uiko for MirnrandlDc tho robot stolion at Ymogor- 
hin. For ik^ pnrpooo diftront dirisioiio of ikto 
moKf nofod at uo Mmo tfano from Torioatqiiarton 
mdor UonteDaBt-fOiiorol Dondao from B«1f 



lioolMM ; another, oodor mo|ors>gonoral Sir Janoo 
Dxat and Loftua, from ToUow ; that fifom Arklow 
vndor foneral Needham ; and a fourth from Rooa, 
imder nuiion>goooral Johnaon and Eoataco. On 
the march of tbo army from Roaa, the rebel bands 
«nder fothor PhQip Roche, on Lacken-hill, fled hi 
the ntmoot oonfodon, and •eparaled Into two 
bodiet, one of which dbecCed ita march to Wex- 
ford, and tho other to Vinenr>hiU. Thia ftmona 
•minence, with the town of nmlMorthy at its foot, 
•nd the country for many miles in drcnmforenoe, 
bad been in the posseasion of the rebels ever sinoe 
&e twenty-eighth of May, during which perfod 
eontinnal annrehenslon of death had attended the 
baplem loyafists who had not suoceededin efbctlag 
their escape. The army coamanded to march 
from different qnarteis to surround this post con- 
alstedi &i the whole, of about diirteen thousand 
•flbctiTo men, with a formidable train of artillery ; 
and with such a strength, Jodieftously directed, the 
whole insurgent army, estimated at twenty thou- 
aand, might hare been taken or destroyed. The 
troops, bemg dirided into four distinct columns, 
edranced, early in the morning of dM twenty-first, 
against the insurgents ; while a fifkh, under general 
Johnson, hsTing carried the town of Enniscorthy, 
scaled the heighti in dilforent dIrectioDS ; but, not- 
withstanding these fonnidable preparations, the 
roTolters were enabled, from the strength of-tiielr 
position, lo defend the Une during an hour and a 
balf : and it was not till they were out-flanked, and 
tiearly surrounded, that tfiey gave way, leanng be- 
bind-them thirteen light flfldipieces. Tbeslaonkter 
was lannense, for no quarter seeam to hare oeen 
|dren noon this occasion ; and these who escaped 
uie musket, when orortaken, perished by the bay> 
onet ; whilst the king's troops had not abore one 
bnndred either kUled or wounded. The action was 
less bloody than might hare been supposed, as the 
troons under general Needham, being unable to 
rMca the posraon assigned them, left an opening 
timmgh which die rebels retreated, and which, 
from Uiat drcnmstanoe, was ludicrously called 
Needham's gap. Through thb opening an ramMase 
column retre a t e d by die east side or the Slaney, 
part of which entered Wexford ; whfle another, 
and more numerous detach m ent, headed by the 
chiefo. Murphy and Roche, reached Oe Three 
Rocks, and, haTing held a hasty r iiiiril of war, 
marched across me mountains to the county of 
Kilkenny. Wexford was relieved on the same day 
as Bantooorthy; bvigadier-general Moore, whose 
troops had, on the prooeduig day, Tanquishod a 
rebd force of fire or six thousand mod at GolBi- 
bridge, near Hore>town, baring, on the morning of 
the twenty-first, receired a propoaal from the in- 
babitants to surrender the town, and to return to 
their allegiance, prorided he would narantee 
dieir Utos and property. Tbim propoaal ceneral 
Moote felt it his duty to transmit to general Lake, 
and, marching direcdy for Wexford, he stationed 
Us army within a mile of that plaoe, die loTaHsti 
of which, like those of Bnnisoorthy, bad, suee it 
fen into the hands of the insurgents, been in a state 
of incessant apprebensien and suffering. 

SUPPRESSION OF THE REBELLION. 

Tns Wexibrd insurgents, in the hope that their 
oflbr of surrender woidd be acceded to by general 
Lake, and conscious dmt it was impossible to op- 
peso any effectual resistance to the oTorwhelming 
force brought against them, liberated lord Kings- 
borough, who had been some time a prisoner, and 
on the twenty-first surrendered die town into his 
hands. Contrary to their hopes, general Lake in- 
sistsd upon the unconditional surrender of the 
nh^e; and, in bis answer to tbofr proposal. In- 
ftnrmed the inbaUtants that no terms eoiUd be 
nuntod to rebels in arms against dieir so r ersign. 
On the evacuation of the town bythe main body of 



The body of fubelf wbhA bad reCfMHlad from 
l^egar-blD/ and penetrated into the county of 
Kilkenny by the ScuSagh gap, wbich separates the 
ooandes of Carlow and' Wexford, burned die tSU 
lege of KiDedmond, and proceeded to Ooresbridge. 
under the command of fotber John Murphy, of 
Boularogue. Having advanoed in column, they 
were opposed by lieutenant Dixon, who in vidn 
endeavoured to maintain his post against their 
overwhelming disparity of force ; but UMdr succc«e 
was of short duration, for they were pursued by 
general Dunn and Sir Gharies AsgiU, and totally 
defeated, on the twentv-sixtb of June, at KQcom- 
ney-hin, with a loss ofttom two to three hundred 
slam, and ten Hcht pieces of cannon taken, with 
seven hundred horses, and aU die rest of their 
plunder. Mnrnhv, the commander4n-cliief, who 
fled from the field of batde, was taken soon after, 
and, beinc conducted to the bead-quarten of gen- 
eral Sir James Duff, at TuDow, was banged the 
same day, and his bead placed on the market* 



irfSBts, part of tboM, under Fltagerald, Perry, 
and Bdtward Roche, passed over the bridge to the 
eastern side df the river Slaney, and die reist, under 
fotber PUUp Roche, ia an opporfit dinotioii, taito 
4e baroBy ef Forth. 



In the south the spirit of rebellion was now hap- 
pily approachine to its termination; and In the 
north tne dlsalfocted orotestanto, shocked at the 
enormides pe r petrated and die intolerance dis- 
played, and scandsUxed by the pretended miracles 
wrought by the blood-stained priests, Roche and 
Murpby, determined to resist die seducdon. They 
indeed found means to keep possession of Antrim 
for a fow days, diougfa, on being attacked with 
cannon and musketry on the seventh of June, they 
were driven out of the ^wn with the loss of about 
two hundred slain, but not until lord O'NeiU, who 
eommanded a rmbnent of Irish militia, had been 
mortally wounded. They were also repulsed in an 
ill*oencerted attack on Carrickfergus : and at Bal- 
lynabincb thev received a total overthrow. On the 
subsidine of this minor rebellion in Ulttor, another 
local rismg took place In Monster, which was easi' 
ly suppressed. 

After the signal defeat of die rebels at Yinegar- 
hill, and dieir consequent expnlrinn from Ennis- 
oorthy, Wexford, Ac, a consiaerable number dis- 
persed, and returned to their usual occupations. 
The more desperate redred to the mountainons 
narts of Wexford and Wicklow coundes, where, 
for a while, they waged a desultory warfore, but in 
dM course of a forw weeks were completely sub- 
dued ; and diose who still resisted mignt rather be 
considered as small companiee of banditti, who 
lurked in the woods and mountains, and committed 
nocturnal depredations, than as an embodied force. 
At lengdi the insurgent eUefs, Fitzgerald and 
Byrne, surrendered to generals Dundas and Moora ; 
and tUs sanguinaij ins ur re c tion, wbich broke out 
on the twen^-third of May, and raged with intense 
fery tin die twenty-second of the following month, 
was finally extinguished on the twelfth of July. 

TRLLLS AND EXEGOTIONS FOR TREASON. 

Dublin, having escaped the horron of insurre^ 
tion, now became the theatra of public justioe. 
Hie first person brought to trial was a rabel chief 
of the name of Bacon, in an extensive line c4 busi- 
ness in the metrapolls, and of the protestant per- 
suasion, who, bsiing found guOty of hich treason, 
was executed ; Esmond, a Roman cadiouc, of good 
estate and respectably connected, who was con- 
victed of heading the rabel forces, also suffered 
about the same time ; Henry and John Sbeares, 
the sons of a banker at Cork, and educated fox the 
bar, wera emdemned on the clearest evidence, and 
exeonted in die front of Newgate. Ibe trial of 
John M'Cann, secretary to the provincial committee 
of Loinster, followed on die seventeenth of July, 
and be suffered vrith Michael William Byrne, de- 
legate for the committee of Wicklow. Oliver Bond, 
a man of considerable fortune, and one of die 
prfaieipal oonspiraton, at whose bouse the Leinster 
delegates had been arrested on the twelfth ol 
March, was arraigned for higb-traason on the 
twenty-third of Jnfy, and his trial continued till 
seven o'clock on tho morning of the twenty-fourth, 
when he was convicted. These trials were all by 
jury; but in Wexford, and other parts of the 
countrr, die more summary tribunaJs of courts- 
martial wera resorted to. On the twenty-fifth of 
June Matthew Keugh, the rabel governor of Wex- 
ford; the Rev. Philip Roche, the general; and 
seven odien, having been previously convicted, 
brought to dM bridge at Wesfofd, and ex» 
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cuted. AuMOg the penoofl wko suffered for high- 
trenjtou on the came bridge were Beanchamp Sag- 
nol Harvey, John Henry Colcloueh, and ComeliDa 
progan. The two fonnor, who had quitted the 
rebel army soon after the battle of Ross, dUffnatod, 
tui they declared m their lant momonts, with the 
cruelties and oppression which had been exercised 
on those who rell into the hands of the rebeUiona 
mob, were disoorered and taken in a cave on one 
of the Saltee islands, or rather rocks, which lie in 
tbe entrance of Wcxibrd harbour : Orogan, a 
penurious old gentleman, died possessed o# an 
estate of eight thousand pounds a year. In Uio 
town of Wexford alone, not fewer than sixty*fivo 
persons were executed for the crimes of rebellion 
and murder. 

M>RD CORNWALLI8 APPOINTED YICRROY 
—ACT OP AMNESTY -OBJECTS OF THE 
REBELLION. 

The mai^uis CorawaDls was appointed to «ac- 
ceed earl Camden, and mikle his entrance into the 
capital on the twentieth of June. He united oon- 
dilation with firmness ; and^whUst displaying a 
system of moderation and mercy to the infatuated 
rabble, did not fail to make example of those who 
Lad misled them. On the third of July a proclama- 
tion from tbo now viceroy appeared in the Dublin 
gazette, authorizmg his miOosty's generals to aflord 
protection to stich insurgents as, having been aim* 
piv guUly of rebellion, should surrender their arms, 
abjure au unlawful engagements, and Cake the oath 
of allegiance. To give we full sanction of law to 
this measure, a message was delivered from his ex- 
cellency to the Irish parliament, on the seventeenth, 
on which was grounded an act of amnesty to all 
who, not being leaders, had not committed man- 
slanghter, except in the heat of battle, and who 
ahoold comply with the conditions of the proclamap 
tion. This aet was followed l^ a treaty between 
tiie government and the chiefii of the United Irish- 
men, negotiated by Mr. counsellor Dobbs, a mem- 
ber of Uie house of commons, bearing date the 
twenty-ninth of July, and expressed in the follow- 
ing terms :•— " lliat the undersigned state prisoners, 
in the three prisons of Newgate, Kilmaimiwro, and 
Bridewell, engage to give every information in their 

Sower of the whole of the internal transactiona of 
le United Irishmen ; and that each of the prison- 
ers shall give detailed infonuation of every transac- 
tion that has passed between the United Irishmen 
and foreign statos ; but that the prisoners are not, 
by naming or describing, to implicate any person 
whatever ; and that they are ready to emigrate to 
such country as shall be agreed on between them 
and government, and give security not to return to 
this country without the permission of government, 
and not to pass into an enemy's countoy, if, on so 
doing, they are to be freed from prosecution ; and 
Also Mr. Oliver Bond (then under sentence of death) 
be permitted to take the benefit of this proposal. 
The state prisoners also hope that the benefit of 
tills proposal may be extended to such penooe in 
custody as may choose to benefit by it." 

Arthur O'Connor, Tbomas Eddis Emmett, Dr. 
M*Nevin, Samuel Keilson, and other principals of' 
the conspiracy, gave details on oath, in their exam- 
inations before the secret committees of die two 
houses of parlhunent, from which it i^peared that 
<he rebelhon originated in a system formed, not 
with a view of obtaining either catholic emanripa- 
tifm, or any reform compatible with the existence 
of the constitution, but for the purpose of subvert- 
ing the government, separating Ireland from Great 
Britain, and forming a democratic republic ; that 
the means resorted to for tfie attainment of these 
designs was a secret systematic combination, art^ 
fully linked and connected together, with a view 
of forming the mass of the lower ranks into a re- 
vtilutionary force, acting in concert, and moving 
as one body ; that, for the further accomplishment 
of their object, the leaders of the conspiracy con- 
cluded an alliance with the French directory in 
1706, by which it was stipulated Uaat an adequate 
force should be sent for tho inrasion of Ireland, sub- 
sidiary to the preparations that were making for a 
general insurrection ; that in pursuance of tiiis de- 
sign, measures were adopted by the chiefs of th« 
conspiracy for giving to their societies a military 



oAuise to the fabrication of Pfkei; Hiat, firoaft th* 
vigorous and summary expedients vesortod to by 
government, and the consequent exertions of the 
miiitaryy the leaders found themeelvcs reduced ta 
the alfeamative ef immediate insurrection, or of he* 
ing deprived of thfemeana on whidi they relied Mow 
efitctiog their pnrpeee; and tibat to this cause wao 
to be at^eibated the premature breaking out of tha 
rebellion, and piobamy its uUimatB failure. 

The 'Principal prisoneaa, however, being femd to 
abuse the lenity of government, by secrody laboor. 
ing to revif e die expiring flame of rebellion, were 
not liberated, bat sent to Fort Georipe, in the norrh 
ONf Scetlaiid, wlnsre they coi^timied in confineoiunit 
till the cooclusion of tho war. They were then per- 
mitted to enjoy their liberty, on condition of with-, 
drawing from his miucsty's dominions. Oliver Bond 
^ied, by a stroke of apoplexy, in prison. 

Robberies and assassinations would prbbaUy have 
ceased on the granting of protecHoqa, if eome des- 
perate marauders, remforoed by deserters frooa 
several regimests of Irish miUtia, had not remained 
in anns in the mountains of 'Wicklow, and tho 
dwaiY woods of Killaugbrim, near Knnisc<nrthy. 
These banditti continued fiyr many months to infest 
those parts of the country ; but, after a Utde time, 
tho woodn, being scoured by the anny, were cleared 
of their predatory inhabitants, who had ludicraa*- 
ly styled themselves The Bmbea in the Wood. The 
party in the Wicklow mountains continaed, under 
two chielif of the names of Holt and Hacket, to an* 
noy the country §at a longer time, and in a more 
fiiShnldable degree. 

FRENCH LAND AT KILLALA AND SURREN- 

DER. 

. Thouoh the French directory had contemplated 
the progress of the dvil war in Ireland with tran- 
quillity ; 3ret when only the faint sparks of expiring 
rebellion coald bo perceived, an expedition under 
general Humbert, consisting of about eleven hun- 
dred men, embarked from Rochelle, in three fri* 
p^tes, and landing on the twenty-second of Aogoat, 
in die bay of KiUala, in tfae county of Mayo, took 
up their head-quarters at the bishop's palace. Al- 
though a green flag was erected, accompanied by 
the emblem of a harp, encircled with the motto of 
Erin go Bragkt (IrMand for ever,) but few of tfae 
peasantry co^ be prevailed on to join tiMs invad- 
ers. Having left a email garrison under cohmel 
Charost at lullala, to keep up the oomamnication, 
and receive auppUes, general Humbert clothed and 
armed those who repaired lo his standard, and iaa- 
mediataly marched towards Castiebar, experiencing 
no obstade in his route. Tile army coUe^ed there, 
nnder general Lake, commander-in-chief of the 
forces in Connaught, consisted of frmn two to three 
thousand regulars ; and Humbert, relying chiefly 
for success tA his own troops, contrived to post Ina 
new levies on the flanks in such a manner as to 
protect his oolumn from the fire of the enemy. 
The field of batde, to which he advanced on the 
morning of the twenty-seventh, oonaisted of a hill, 
at the north- wast extremity of the town, where the 
English forces were drawn up in two lines, which 
crowned its summit ; a small reserve was stationed 
in the rear, in a valley ; and some guns posted in 
front, commanded a rising ground, artx which the 
enemy must noceesarily pass. By aa uufortnaate 
precipitancy, the fire of the English lines, instead 4tf 
being reserved, was expended before it could be 
available — a mistake of which the enemy taking ad- 
vantage, rushed forward with his main body ; and 
the sharpwdiooters evincing a design to penetrate 
into the rear, the detachment posted for die pur> 
f^ose of supporting the guns abandoned their charge 
in a panic. Tbo earls of Ormond, Longford, and 
Granard, endeavnured to rally dieir men, and so 
far succeeded as to impede die progress of the as- 
sailants, bat they wero pursued with alacrity ; and 
the royal Irisli artillery, who had gallantly defood- 
ed the bridge by means of a single gun, were near- 
ly cut ofT. The loss of the enemy in kUled and 
wounded exceeded two hundred, and that of tfae 
British was still more considerable. 

Castiebar, a place of some importance, on account 

of its situation, now bcM»me die head-quarters of 

the invaders. Aware of the danger that' might 

arise to the country from the presence of an invad- 

lord ^omwallis determined to take the 



vouBpirnvy lor giving to tticir societies a muitary mg army, lord ^omwallis determined to take the 
form ; that, for armiug their adherents, they had re- field in person, and, quitting Qublin on the twen^ 
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fourth of AttguBt, arrired on tho twenty-cight at 
Atbloae. where h« recei?ed the unwelcome intelli- 

Skce ci the defeat of general Lake ; and, after a 
t of two days, proceeded in the direction of HoUy- 
nokonnt, where lie arriTed on the fourth of Septem- 
ber : but on finding that the inrader had qiutted Cas- 
tlebar, hia lordship repassed the Shannon at Carrick ; 
and the French forces, being surrounded by a Bri- 
tish army amounting to t^henty thousand men, sur- 
rendered after an ineflectnal reaistancef. The rebri 
auxiliaries, now accumulated to about fifteen hun- 
dred, who had accompanied the French to this fstal 
fleld, being excluded from quarter, fled in all direc- 
tions, and about Are hundred of their number were 
■laia in tbepnrsnic, excltiBire of About one hundred 
taken prisoners ; among whom were ftrand Teeling, 
Blake, and Roach, three of their chiefs. The num- 
ber of French troops who snrrendeied on diis oeca* 
sion amoutod to ninety-six oflloers, and aeren hun- 
dred aod forty-eight non-eommluiutied offleers and 
prtrates ; having sustained a lose of two hmidred 
and eighty-eight since their ftiet laadiiif at B]> 
lala. 

Preriously to fhe march of general Humbert from 
Castlebar, on the fourth of September, he had call- 
ed in an his forces, witli the exception of three'of' 
'fleers left at KJUala, and one at BaUina, in command 
of the rebel garrisons at those places. At length, 
on tho twenty second of September, the king's 
Ibrces arrired at Ballina, and obliged the garrison 
to retreat to Killala, where a large bodr of troops 
under- general Trench arriyed on the following day. 
and a contest ensued, in which about four hundred 
of the rebel forces were slain. Hie courts-martial 
assembled the day after the battle of Killala. and 
were not dissolred till they had disposed of one 
hundred and eighty-flTO prisoners : among others 
reneral Bellew, of an ancient Irish faamy, who 
had senred eighteen years in Germany, was found 
guilty of treason, and executed. The F^nch ofll- 
ccrs taken at Koiala wore sent to Dublin, and 
^ence to London, , where three of their number, 
Cbarost, Boudot, and Ponson, were, on the fsTour- 
able report of Dr. Stock, the Bishop of Killala. set 
at liberty, and sent home without exchange. In 
ofhor piurts of tfte country, also, a nimiber of rebel 
chiefs and inferior in su r g e n t s were tried and exe- 
cuted ; among whom were two Irishmen by Urth, 
who had been in the military serrice of France be- 
fbre the luvaaion, and had oome to Indand in the 
Fk-ench fleet. 

Ilie little army landed at Killala had been hir 
tended, it appears, only as a Tan-gnai^ to a much 
more- formidable force, which was In a short time 
to follow : proTidentially, howerer, for ttie safety 
of the British empire, the French goremment had 
been as tardy in seconding the operations of Hum- 
bert as Hkvy had been in sending sueoonrs to the 
auppert of the rebel force in the soutfi of Ireland. 
The want of money is asrtgned as the cause of delay 
in the equhmient of the second fleet, and, in tlie 
iatetfan, before its appearance on the Irish coast, 
tfie AnacreoB brig fkt»m France arriTed at the little 
island of Rutland, Hnm which were landed three 
beats ftiH of men, and a number of oAoere, among 
whom -WUB James Napper Thndy, one of the Irish 
emissaries to the Flrench directory, and who had at- 
tained to fhe rank of general of brigade in the French 
■errice. This brig was ftiU of arms and accoutre- 
ments, and contained a train of artillery ; but when 
the adTenturen found that the people, instead of 
Joining them, fled to the moontaina, and that the 
rebeBfon in Ireland was enttrely suppreesed, they 
re-embarked, after distributinf a nuamer of inflem- 
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matory papers. Soaae time afterwards, Napper 
Tandy, and two other Irish rebefii, were appre- 
hended by the agents of Great Britain at Ham- 
burgh, and eonreyed to Ireland, where Tandy wus 
indicted for high treason, in the year 1801, when, 
haring pleaded guilty, by prerions armngement, 
he was sufcrod to leare the kingdom, and tak# up 
his residence in Hranoe. 



SIR J. B. WARREN'S NAVAL VICTORY- 
CLOSE OF THE INSURRECTION. 

Anothbb attempt of the French to rerire a lost 
cause was equally unsuccessful. A squadron from 
Brest, consisting of one ship of flie line, eight 
frigates, a schooner, and a brig, with a strong re- 
inforcement, intended to co-operate with the force 
under general Humbert in Ireland, was fUlen in 
with on the elerenth of October, off the north- 
western coast of that island, by Sir John Borlase 
Warren, who was cruisiog with beven sail of the 
line off Lough Swilly. The British admiral instaatly 
threw out tine signal for a general chase, and gara 
orders to form in soeceasion as eaeh Mp of war^ 
reached her antagonist ; but it was found impossible 
to commenee the action before tho next morning, 
at which time it waa dlsoorered that the enemy^ 
Urge ship had lost her main top mast. Still oonfl- 
dent in their own strength, the French squadron 
bore down, and iurmed a line of batOe in close or- 
der; on whleh an notion of three hours and forty 
minutes ensued, when the enemy's three-decker, 
the Hoche, and threie of the frigates, hauled down 
their colours after a gallant rc«itance : fire of the 
frigates, the schooner, and the brig, escaped, but 
three of the former were afterwards captured. 
The whole squadron, it appeared, was entirely new, 
and full of troops, stores, and erery ottmr equip- 
ment for tho support and estabUshment of fhe in- 
TSding fetee in Ireland* Amongafc the prisoners 
taken in the Hoche woa Theobald Wolfo Tone, the 
projector of the society of United Irishmen, longr* 
cousiderod as the most actirc and able negotiator 
among the Iriih fugltires at Ftris, and as the great 
adriser of most of the measures pursued by his 
rebellious countrvmen. He was no sooner landed 
in Ireland than ne was oooreyod to Dublin, and 

Cut upon his trial by « cour^martial, before which 
e defended himself with considerable ablUty and 
firmness, not attempting either to deny or to pal- • 
Bate his offence. The plea on which he rested was 
that of being a deniion of France, and an officer in 
the serrice of the republic ; but, when he fonud 
tiiat diis defimce was nnarailing, he requested that 
he might die like 4 soldier, and not as a felon ; and 
be shot, according to military usage, rather than 
hanged. The court, howerer, did not judge it pro- 
per to accede to his request, and the unhappy cul- 
K't attempted to.escapo the ignominy that awaited 
s, by cutting his throat in the prison. The 
wound was at first supposed not to be mortal, but, 
after languishing a sh^ time, it terminated his ex- 
istence. Holt, the last of the rebel chieA, obuined 
the boon of his forfeited life, by exiling himself for 
erer from his natire country. 

Thna ended the insurrection in Ireland, in which 
it is estimated that not less than thirty thousand 
Bros were sacrificed, and property was destroyed 
te an amount of which it is dflBcutt to speak with 
aeeuraey ; but some idea may be formed from the 
conflagrations that took place in diiforent towns, 
and fkem the compensation claimed hy one class of 
safiterers. The towns of Camew, llnealy, Hackets- 
towni Donard, Blessington, and KBledmond, were 
all destroyed by ffare \ in Ross about three hundred 
houaes, tnostiy these of the labouring claracs, wcro 
ceosumed ; the greater patt of Enniscortby was 
laid in ashes ; and in the open country a rast num- 
ber of cabins, fhim-hovses, and gentlemen's seats, 
were destroyed. By a message defiTored to the 
bonito of commons by lord Castlereagh, on the seyOn- 
teenth of July, it was proposed to afford compensa- 
tion to thesttflrering loyalists, on their claims being 
duly rerified before commissioners ; and an act of 
parliament soon after passed, under which the 
claims of the loyalists alone amounted to upwards 
of a million pounds — a sum of great magnitude, bur, 
it is supposed, not equal to more then one-third of 
the entnre property destroyed by a rebellion, in 
support of which it is belierod that serenty thou- 
sand men w«re at one time in arms. 
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CHAPTER XXX. 



Qnutitutiam^Revolutim at Xoms, amd Sub9§r4l0m ^ lAc Pmpal G^nernmmt—GrwU ExpedUhm tm 
Enpt und€r BttonrnvarU—MaUm tmkt9^^Atexmmdria and RottUm subdued—Severe BHiogememte 
wish the MaauMtee—O^bre takei^—neierf ^ the NUe—New CoaUUen e^mitui the French— Turkew, 
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AMMia. emd Nmpies, severaUjf declare War aeaUut France— Tkt NeapoUtan Treept, ^ter adpomeimg 
U Borne, tUnaa^ defeated, and Ferdinand IV. cempeUed te quit the Ventinem-JSr-^**'^ ~^-# 
0$tend— Capture ofMlmerea—B^aeuatUm of St, Doatingo— Meeting ^Parlkment^ 
7\tx firet impeeed^Uniem wUk Ireland prepeeed—Preeeedkngt tkerean* 



FRENCH MOVE AGAINST SWITZERLAND— 
ENTER BERNE—NEW CONSTITUTION— 0T. 
DOMINGO EVACUATED. 

THE ccmgreM of Rastadt, in whkli it was propoa- 
•d to dlacoM and s«ttl« aU the diapntea between 
the French republic and the German empire, aa- 
aembled at thia period ; the emperor, aa the head 
of the Germanic body, in hia capaci^ of king of 
Hungary and Bohemia, had acceded to the de- 
manda of the directory, to render the Rhine the 
boundary of the commonwealth, and surrender 
Bhrenbreitatein and Menta ; and it waa imagined 
that the aystem of aaciiflcea and indemnitiea mi^t 
be •peedily a4iaatad. But, whilst the French pie- 
nipotantianes were giving the moat solemn aaaor- 
ancea that their gOTernment panted for tranquil- 
Ety, a war waa suddenly declared againiit Switaer> 
land, which, after a peace that had lasted for agea, 
waa now condemned to experience all the horrors 
of hostiUty. Towards the end of the year 1797, 
certain ■»HPF\««*^g demands had been made by the 
French d ir ei rt ory on the Swiss cantons, under some 
alleged pretexta of insults or injuriea, and the 
goremmeat of Berne, in pardcnlar, waa ac c used of 
having publicly enroUed emiacants, and given 
ahelter to French deserters. The Helvetio diet. 



assembled at Aran, showed an intention of 
tance, by ordering a levy of twenty-six thousand 
men, while the armed force of two cantona, under 
the command of colonel do Weisa, was sent, on 
the fourteenth of Januarv 1796, into the Pays do 
Yaud, to suppress a popular tumult, which hail for 
-ita object the establishment of a deinocratic govern- 
ment. As soon as the French executive Mamed 
that Berne and Friburg had despatohed a body of 
soldiers and a train of artillory into the Pays de 
Vand, a .division of French troops just returned 
from Italy was put in motion, and general Menard 
appeared upon the Genevan frontier. The Van- 
, dots in the mean time adopted a demoeratical form 
of government, and assumed the appellation of the 
Republic of Leman : the cantons of Basle, Zurich, 
and Sdeure, followed their example; but the 
aenates of Berne and PMbnrg persisted in maaiH 
faitting their andant form of government. 

Hie management of the Wfur being confided to 
^e Fftnnch general Brune, he entered the tani. 
toriea of Berne on the twenty-fifth of January, and 
publiahed a proclamation, containing piofeasiona 
which appear to hare been made only to be violat- 
ed. Some unsuccessful attempts were made to 
obtain a truce ; but a body of the inTaders. having 
advanced againat the castle of Domach, seised that 
little fortress, while thirteen thousand troops 
summoned Soieure, which immediately opened its 

Sates. Friburg, better prepared for resistance, 
etermined to oppose the French ; but Bnme, 
having advanced at the head of a column, took it 
by assault, and on the fifth of March, alter several 
well contested actions, the French army entered 
Berne. The ruling familiea were immediately dis- 
placed, the nature of tiie government waa changed, 
the neat respectable of the senaton were aaBt 



into exile, and, although the French meftjasid t» 
come in the character pf protectors and delivereray 
the treasuries of the state w4re confiscated, and 
large miUtary contributiona exacted for the supply 
of the invadpig army. The directory, detenmned 
on the anlgugation of Switaerland, resolved to 
change the government from the federal into an 
united republic, which, by means of a close and in- 
timate union with France, might be kept in contin- 
ual dependence. Ailer some opposition ttouk tib» 
smaller stotes of Uri| Schweits, Underwalden, OJn- 
ris, and Appenael, all Switseiland subscnbed to 
die new conatitution ; Lucerne was chos e n aa the 
seat of government ; and an allianor, oAnsiTe and 
defensive, entered into between the Franch and 
Helvetic republioi: the French directory, however, 
still continued to levy contributiona «ad impose 
exactions to an enormous extent. 

REVOLUTION AT ROME-PAPAL AUTHOR. 
ITY SUBVERTED. 



Ths same thirat of 
Fkvnch to erect the territories of iStue pope into n 
commonwealth dependent on their power. On the 
twenty-ei|^th of December, 1797, a mob, consisting 
of about one hundred persona, assembled 'at the 
palace of the French ambassador, Joseph Buonn- 
parte, and demanded the assistance of France, for 
the purpose of overthrowing what they teraed the 
papiu tyranny, and esfabhshiug a republic in its 
atead. The ambassador despatched general Duphei 
to disperse the insorgenti, and to prevail upon tibe 
papal troopa to retire from tiw precincts_of hit 
court ; but in the affiray he was shot by 
fnsileer, and Joseph Buonajiarte retired into 

cany. This outrage, for which every possible 

faction waa offered, afforded a pretext for aending 
general Berihier to Rome with a large body off 
troopa ; and on the eleventti of Friimary, 1798, the 
castle «af St. Angelo, containing the pope and dM 
greater part of his cardinala, amrendered on the 
first summons. The inhabltanta, enoounged by 
the preaence of the French amy, aaseaabled in Uw 
Campo Vaocino, die andenC Roman forum, planted 
the tree of liberty in the front of the capitol, pro- 
claimed their independence, and inatitnted the 
Roman republic. AU the splendour and magnifr 
cence of which the cathoUo worship is eoaceptilile 
were employed to edebrato tUa measorable victory 
over the head of itt fttith ; every cbnich In 
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events for dM gknions rerelntioa that 
plaee ; and, while the dome of St. Peter's 
fflinated without, fourteen cardinals, 
the gorgeous apparel appertaining to 
they were fktod soon after to abdicate, presided at 
a solemn TV Deum within die walls of dmt aupeib 
tem|de. The deposed Pontiff was ooaveyed, by 
order of the d i r ec tor y , first to Brianoon, and alker> 
wards to Valence, in nranoe, whesv he tonniBatoA 
his existence, on the twcntyHsinth of Angua^ Iftt* 
te the eight y s eco nd vear of hia age, and tiM 
tj-fowth of his pentiftcate. 
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XXPlDmON TO B6TFT UNDER BUONA- 
PARTS-MALTA TAKBN AND AL8XANDRIA. 



Tva dinctorj, eager to 'ftad •■iplo]riDfliit for ar- 
dea wUoh Cha phmdar of Piadmotttiaad LomlMidy 
ha4 aharpened iwOier tbaa aatbUad, and tar a gan- 
anil in wiioae preaenca and by wtaoaa talenti and 
popolaxitj, all d^ir nowar aaeniad to be adipaad, 
oommittad to general Boonaparto Uie conduct of a 
▼aat and romantio ^pedition, to 'auempt the adlK 
Taralon of the Britun dondnion in Bindoatan, to 
vUd& the in?aaion and occopation of Kgypt waa 
deemed neeaaaanr. altboaah the •ohlime Porto had 
kept iti faith with the Preoeh rapttblic inviolato. 
The porto of M araeiOea and Tonlen vera bnaiad in 
refitttng and laanchjng ahipa, tte ftbricatlon of 
oordaga, and the. preparation of -military atorea ; 
and, irhfle all Europe waa contemplating the «s- 
tent and deatination of the armament, general 
Buonaparte, accompanied by a few of hi* cUef ofl^ 
cera, and a multitude of artiati and man of learning, 
hastened i^om Pana to the bccdeiaof the Meditar- 



He aetaaflfromTooloaonlhe twentieth of May, 
with a formidable veteran aimy, and an immenae 
quantity of artillery and military atoraa, and, lear- 
ug Sicjjy on the left, waa joined by a tquadron of 
Yenetian men of war ; rear-admiral Brueya waa in- 
truated with the command of the fleet. Tnia arma> 
■Mnt, oonaiating of about three hundred aaO, in- 
doding ahipa of the line, IHgatea, and trasaporta, 
deacried Malta on the nintii of June, and at break 
of day the next morning commenced a general 
landing of troopa and artillery upon the coaat, 
without encounteiing any very formldaUe oppoal- 
tion. At the dawn of the euocaeding moraing the 
enemy had endreled Ae city of Valetta, and on the 
twelrai the Pkwuch entered die city, and iMcame 
maatera of the whole ialand, thia almost impregnar 
hie plaoe amrendering with ao Uttle reidstance aa 
to fumiah reaaon to •uapect a proTioua concert be- 
tween ttie captora and the &nighto. The grand 
neater, Hompeaeh, who had ranked aa a aoToretgn 
prince, quitted the ialand, and reeetred a anm of 
ttoney at hia departure, with an engagement tor a 
penaion fram flie Frentm treaanry, no part of which 



Aa aoon aa tlae French admiral had eaat anchor on 
the ooaat of Egypt, Buonaparto disembarked his 
troopa, and attacked and entered Alexandria on the 
fifth of Jidy. Omieral Desaix waa deapatehed to- 
wards Cairo, and Buonapa rt e, in the mean time, ia* 
aned ordera for the fleet to shelter itsetf from the 
enessy in tlie old port of Alexaxidria ; but on aound- 
inf tfie channel it waa found that there waa not suf- 
ficient depdi of water for the Orient, and the road 
of Abouknr waa therefore dwaen aa the fltfeat an- 
cihorage* 

Buonaparto huTing defeated the Beya, Mame. 
lakes, and FaUaha in aereral actions, wfafteh he skil> 
fully exaggerated into heroio exploitB, basely coup 
cJHated toe confidence of the aheiks and the prin- 
cipal inludritantt, by proclamationa in which he 
distinctly professed lumaelf a Mahometan, aasert- 
ing that he reverenced, aaore than the Mamelukes 
^emseWea, God, bis prophet Mahomet, and the 
Koran, that having thrown down toe eroaa in the 
weat, he was come to eatoblish the true religion ; 
and havtog organiaed a vrovlrional fqpremmen^ 
Buonaparto marched agamat Murad Bey, whom 
he forced to take refuge in Upper Egypt, while 
Ibrahim B^, taking a oontrary direction, fled to- 
warda Syria. 

VICTORY OF THE NILE. 

Turn oblect of Buonaparte's expedition appeaia 
to have been altogether unknown in England at 
the time of its sailing ; but inatructiona were in 
conaequenoe aent to ewl St. Vincent, then stationed 
oir Cadis, to select a sufficient number of Ihie of 
ahipa to defeat hia 
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aight be tto daaftnatian ; and a dMaoMMBt of tea 
aaU of dw Uaoa asder captain Thtubridge* was or- 
dered to Join Bir Horatto Nelson, who had been 
deapatehed to the Mediterranean with a flying 
aquadron. Rear-admiral Nelaon, thaa tnreated 
with toe command of a. fleet of fourteen ahipa* 
thirteen of which carried aerenty-four, and one tSty 
guns, Bteered bis course towards Malta, and arrired 
off tluft island on the twent y a e cond of June, whan 
he found tliat the enemy had quitted that plaeeJiTe 
daya before, taking an eastward dbrection. 



jecturing that Egypt must be the place of toeir dea- 
tination, heaaiiea for the port of Alexandria^ 
where he arriTed on the twenty-eighth : but, ae 
toey had not been aeen on toat ooaa^ he shaped hia 
courae northward for Garamania, and thence re- 
turned to Sicily. After obtaining aapplies in Che 
bay of Syracuae, he once more aailed for Alexanh 
dria, and, on tiie flratof Aitfuat, diaeoTeced the ene- 
my'a fleet, moored in a atrong and compact -Uney 
in the bay of Aboukir, the headmoat ressel being 
dose to tlie shoala on the N. W. and the reat ibna- 
tog a kind of carre along the Ime of deep water, 
ao aa not to be turned on the S. W.' The advantage 
of nnmbera, both in shipa«i guna, and aaan, wmTb 
favour of the French ; they had thirteen ahipa of thn 
line, and four frigates, carrying eleven hundred and 
ninety guns, and ten thousand ei^t hundred and 
ton men. Ilie English had the aame number of 
aUps of the Une, and one fifty gun ship, carrytog 
in all ten hundred and twelve ga»a> and eight 
thousand and aixto-eigfat men. The English ahipa 
of the Une were all serenty-fonra ; the French had 
three eighty-gun ships, and one tiiree-decker of 
one hundred and twent^r ipns ; and the encmy'a 
squadron was, in toe opinion of tlie French com- 
missary of the fleet, moored in such a situation aa to 
bid defiance to doable their force. Nelson decided 
for an immedinto attack, and at aix o'clock in the 
evening of die firat of August the engagemeBt 
commenced. 

Captain Foley, who led toe British van in the 
Ooliato, darted ahead of the enemy's foremost ship^ 
Le Guirier, doubled her larboard aide, and, baring 
poured a destructive Are into the Frenchmant 
moved on to the Conquerant, whom he chained 
ever paid. Thus Buonaparte contrivod to ob- J with tremendoua fury, and in tenminutea ahotaway 
tain posiearion of the ialand of Malta, centaining a ' ...... 

population of sixty toonaand souls, and alRirdiiig 
one of the moat advantageous stations in toe Medi- 
terranean aoa ; whOe toe ancient order of St. John 
of Jeruaalem beheld itself bereaved of ito tonritoriea, 
wtor poaseaaing them neariy three centniiea. 
Having appointed a provisional government and 
intruatod toe care of his new acqmaition to general 
Yaubcis, toe fleet again put to aea, and to toe even- 
ing of the tUrttotoof June anchored to toe roada of 



her maata : .next followed toe Zeajona, captato 
Hood, which attacked the Guerrier on tlbe side 
next the shore, and to twelve mtontea totally die 
abled Ifor : the Orion, Sir Jamea Saumares, took 
her stotion between toe enemy's fifto and sixth 
ah^ : toe Theaens^ oaptato Mifler, foUowtog the 
aame example, enoonntered toe toird ahip of toe 
eoemy :toe Audadoua, captato Gould, moved round 
to the fifto : toen adranecdtoe Vanguard, carcymg 
the heroic Nelaon, and his no less heroic captoiu. 
Berry, and anchored on the outside of the enemy** 
third ahq;», wito six odours flying to bis riggtog, 
lest toey should be shot away. Havtog veered 
half a cable, he instantly opened a trmnendoiM 
fire ; under cover of which the otoer four ships of 
hia diriaion, toe Minotour, Bdleropbon, Defence, 
and Mi^estic, sailed on ahead of the adndrd. In a 
few mtontea every man stationed at the first six 



rans, to toe fore part of toe Vanguard's deck, waa 
killed or wounded; and three timea to suaoeasion 
did toe destructive iire of toe enemy sweep away 
the seamen that aerved these guns. Captato Loaia, 
to the Mtootour, noUy supported his commander, 
and, anchoring next ahead of the Vanguard; took 
off the fire of the Aquiloo, toe fourth to the Fvench 
Une. Hie Defence, captato Peyton, took her ata- 
tion ahead of the Minotaur, and engaged the Frank* 
lin, of eighty guns, toe sixto sbto of the enemy, 
which bora toe ilag of admird Bianquet do Che- 
lard, toe aecond to command. Thus, by toe maa- 
terly aeamanship of toe Bitdsh commanders, nm« 
of our ships were so disposed aa to bear their force 
upon aix of toe enemy. Hie aevvnto of toe French 
Une waa toe Orient, the admiral's ahto, a vessd of 
jmrnmse siae, bearing one hundred and twenty 
■una : this stupendous adversary waa undertaken 
by the BeUerophon, captato Darby ; while the M^ 
jeadc, captato Weatoott, irho engaaed toe Hen- 
renx, toe ntoto ship on tiie starboarcT bow, recdv- 
ed alao at the same time the fire of the Tob- 
nant, which waa the dghto in toe Une. The other 
four ships of the British squadron, havtog been de- 
tached praviondy to the discovery of toe Fkend^ 
at a co n aiderable dJatanne when the action 
I, and ton ahadea of sight began to doae 
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HISTOEY OP GieEAT BRITAIN. 



itt «poi> fhflm bei^e Ai«y ttMtnd tbe 0c«iie of ao> 
tkm. Captein Troubridge, in ttie iCollodeii, took 
tbo load of ttieso sbtpa ; bat tbo inercaoed darkooor 
iMiTing greatly attgmeated the diAeQlfiea of the navi- 
gation, tLat roMol soddccfly grounded on a aboal, mnd 
ooold not bo got ott in time to ihare in tbe danger 
and tbe glory of the action, tt wa«, bowerev, aome 
•atiaffaetion to captain Tronbridgo, diat bb ship 
. aerved ao a beacon to tbe Alexander and Swiffetnre, 
' wbicb would otbcrwiiie bare gone cooaiderably 
farther in on tbe reef, and bave been inevitably 
loat. Tbeae sbipe took tbeir ttatioas in a manner 
] Ibat oomnmnded genefnl admiratkm ; and at tbia 
Junctnre tbo BeUeropbon, orcrpowered by the 
bnge Orient, ber Hgbta extlngniabed, nearly two 
bnndred of ber ercw killed or woondedj and all 
her masts and cables shot away, waa drifting out of 
tbe line towards the lee side of the bav, When the 
Swiftsnre, which at first mistook ber for a ship of 
the enemy, but waa soon undeceire^ caaM np, 
and taking ber station, opened a steady fire on 
tbe quarter of tbo FVanUia, and tbe bewa of tbe 
Frraeh admiral. At the sana instant, captain Ball, 
with the Alexander, passed nnder tbe stem of tbo 
Orient, and, anchoring within aide of taia kvboard 
quarter, raked bim, and kept ap a severe fire of 
nnsketry on iiis decks. Tbe last ship which antr- 
ed to complete the deHtroction of tbe enemv waa 
tbe Leander, captain Thompson, who took- bw sta- 
tion in such a position as to rake both the FVanklin 
and tbe Orient. 

The conflict was now carried on in tbe darkneaa of 
the night, and tbe only light to gnMe the operations' 
of tbe fleets was derived from tbe flashes of tbeir 
cannon. Ibe two first ships of tbe French line had 
been dismasted within a qoarter of an bonr ftnm 
the commencement of the action, and others bad 
avilbred so severely that rietory was already cer- 
tain«--ita extdnt was tbe only rmnaining question. 
Tbe third, fourth,- and fifth ships of the eneniy, 
were taken possession of at half-past eight. While 
the battle raged with its utmost fury, the Britbb 
admiral received a wound on the bead from a piece 
of lanoridge shot, which out a large flap of the 
akin of tbo fiHrehead from tbe bone, and, Mling 
•var bis only remaining eye, loft him in total dark- 
ness. The great ofRtsiou of blood oocaaioned an 
appiebenaion that tbe wound would be mortal: 
Nelson.'liimsdf thought so, and desired Us chaplain 
to deliver bis dying remembrances to lady Neuen ; 
but the surgeon, oa examiainr the wound, pro- 
■ounced it to bo merely supefnclal. Tbe French 
admiral Bnieys, who sustained tbe honour of his 
flag witb undiminished flniflkesa, and bad been 
three times wounded during tbo engagement with- 
out quitting bis station, now received a shot wfalcb 
ataaost cut bim in two. Soon after nine o'clock tbe 
Orient struck ber c<rioars, and appeared in flames, 
which spread witb aatonisbing rapidity, and by tbe 
prodlgioas light of which the situation of Uie two 
lleeta coidd be distinctly seen from tlie minarets of 
lloaetta, a distance of fifteen miles. , About ten 
0*010^ the ship blew np witb a tremendous explo- 
•iou, which waa succeeded by a silence not leas 
awfal. The firing instantly ceased on both sides, 
and die first sound which broke tbe portentous 
■tillneas was tbe dash of shattered masts and yaids 
iUling into the water from the vast bel|^t to which 
tiMy bad been cait by the evplosion. Only about 
••v«Bty of tbe crew could be saved by tbo English 
boats. Tbe Orient bad on board money to the 
amount of six hundred thousand pounds. 

After a lapse of about tan minutes the fire to- 
commenced witii tbe ships to tbe leeward of tbe 
centre, and continned without intermission tUl three 
o'clock the next morning. It 4ien grew very faint 
till about five, when it was rebumcd witb redoubled 
fiiry ; but it was, on the enemy's part, tbe resist, 
ance, not of bone, but of despair. At day-break, 
theGuffliaunM Tett and €bo Oenereux, tbe two rear 
ahips of tbe enemy, were tbe onlv Frondi ships (^ 
tbe line tiiat bad their colours flying, and in tba 
forenoon tbey cut tbeir cabloo and stood out to sea, 
taking along with them two frigates* Tbe Zealous, 
worthy of hei: name, instantly oommenced tbe pur- 
suit, bat, as tbere was no other ship in a condition 
to support captain Hood, be waa recalled. Tbe 
firing coDtinaed in tbo bay witb some intermisidiin 
tin two o'clock in tbe afternoon, when it entirely 



Thus ended an ongagemcut wbleb will ever rank 
gat tbe moat datinguisliodaafalevcmenta in nar 



vai annab. Tbe result was, that, out of a fleet of tbir> 
toen sail, tbo admiral's ahip of a bundrad and twenty 
guns, and tbe Timoleon of seventy-four, were burnt : 
wlale two eigbtygVBdhlps,and seven sevonty-fimra, 
wbre captured : and it waa tbe finn persuasion of 
tbe British admiral, that, had be been mere amply 
provided witb frigatea, all the enemy's tnm^iorta 
and smaller veseela fai tbe bay woidd have shared 
tbe fata of the ahips of tbe Mne. TMs defldeoey of' 
fricatea be deeply regretted, and in hie usual for- 
cible way of expreasmg bimaeU; said—'* Abenld 1 
die at tbe present moasent, tmtit offHgaies would 
be found written on my heart." Iim BTttioh torn 
in killed and wounded amounted to eight hundred 
and ninety-five. Of die French, tbreo tbanmand 
one hundred and flvo, inckidlag the wounded, went 
on shore by cartel, and five thuoaand two fauMlred 
and twenty^ivo perished I^-ooastituting a lose, 
during tbat rioriona, bat fatal ai^, of upwards of 
Are hundred human beings an hour! One BritiA 
officer of the rank of captain only fell ; this waa 
tbe brave captain WoatMtc, who waa UUed early 
in the action. 

Throagfaont Bngtattd tfaa victory waa celdmted 
with every mark of r^oioaag. His mnjaati 
red tbe dignity of baroa, with a penrion of 
tlioasand poimda a year, on tbe admiral, who 
oaUed to the booso of pcova l»y tbo a^le and dignity 
of Baron Nelson of tbe Nile. The Ovand Seignior 
tranamitted a snpefb diamood lAaleag^ or 



plume of triumph, taken from ooo of tbe imperial 
tuibans ; and tbe king of Naplaa, at a later period, 
granted tbe tltlo of duke of Bionte, witb an estate 
in Sicily. Captains Berry and Tbomnaon receiTed 
tbe bon<Mir of Knighthood, and the Ottier command- 
eta were presented witb geld medals. The Turkish 
sultan sent a pane of two tboasand sequias to be 
distributed amongst tbo wounded, and tbe F^glirt 
nation raised, by pablic subacriptien, a oonsidardbla 
anm for tbe widows and ddldren of those who ISeD 
in tbe action. 

NEW COALinOK AGAINST THB FRENCH. 

At Rastadt the effect of thia victory beeamo e^ 
dent. Tbe deputation of tbo empiro bad 
a gr ee d to a plan of indemnities, by meaaa of 
ferty.fnir of the secular and ecclesiastical atatea 
vere to make iauneaae saorifices to obtain peace ; 
bat tbe attack on Switaerland and Roma, and tbo 
axpodition of Bnottanavto into Egypt, joined to the 
opposition be bad mere encountered, and the lo- 
oent diaaater of tbo FVetach navy, an c om^ed tbo 
congreaa to delay tho negotiatioas, and ovidenUy 
rendered a new contest unavoidable. At tbia janc- 
ture too, and partly firoaa the aaaao caaaea» tbo 
Turks declared war agaftnat Fkaaee; mid Russia 
beeamo an eflfeient laainhar of the now goaHtiea 
I»reparing against tbo French nation, tbo ooopeta- 
tion of tbo emperor Paol belna seenred by a sub- 
sidy, stipulated in a treaty concfodod in Docembetf 
between Um and tbe king oi Great Britain, 
in each party engaged not to m^ba ap« 
tiee without inciudiag tha other. Tn 
extended rather than atrongtfaenod by tbo aetlvityof 
tbe king of Naplea, who, after issuing a dedarattoa 
of war against tba rapublic on tbo twanty-aeeood 
of Novombor, put his army in motion agmnat tbo 
French on tbe twonty-Odnl of tbat aiontt, and on 
the tweuty-nintb succeeded in making himsrtf mmi 
tor of the Roman capital. TUo suoceas, however, 
waa of short dnratioB ; for on tbo flfroimth of Do- 
oeaaber tbo NeapoHtaa troops aafbred a signal de- 
feat at Ci vita Gastillana, and this disaster waa fel^ 
lo»ed by thoimmediato evacuation of Rome. After 
a series of defeats, during a continned ratnaat, Fbr- 
dinaad IV. waa obliged, on tbe last day of the year, 
to abdicato all bis continantal doaainiona, am^ to 
take rofiBge on board an Bn^iah maa of 



BXPBDITION AGAINST OSTKNI>>-CAPTURB 
OF MmOBCA. 



An axpeditiaa w«a fitted out in Bngfauad 
Maritime Fbmders, early in this year, for the < 
purpose of Uowiog up die basin, gates^ ai 
of the Bruges canal, as well as destroying tbe in- 
ternal narigalion, by meana of wbidb tranaport- 
Bchnyts, instead of risking a soa voyage, were en- 
abled to keep an intomal intorcourae between 
Holland, Vrmuo, and Flandera. An anaaaaent 
accordingly sailed for tba purpose from If argate 
Roads, on tbo eightoenth of May, und^ captain 
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PopbAn, with a body of litMUM, conablinc of twvlTo 
hnndred men, commandod oy m^or^ganeral Coote. 
Having landed on the following day withoat op- 

SMttioo, they proceeded to bum sererai beata, 
ctnolish the •luice-gates, and effect a grand oxplo- 
■ion, by which it waa inteaded to deMroy a great 
national work, which had coat the State* of Brogee 
an immense sum of money, and had not been com- 
pleted with a labovr of Are yean. Thoa having, aa 
was supposed, rendered the Bruges canal anoer- 
▼iceable, the commander-in-chief attempted aboat 
noon to return on board the shipping, bat the wind 
wai so h^h, and the suif so much increaeed, oo to 
render it impractic4ikble. Upon this if, was d e emed 
proper to occupy a position open the sand bills, at 
a little distance from the beach, and, by way of 
gaining time, the governor of Oetend waa aammoa- 
cd to surrender ; but this fhte waa unhappily re- 
served for the invaders themaelves, aa that officer 
found means in the course of the night to assembki 
a great force, with which ha hemmed in the Kng- 
lisb early in the morning ; and, ail vasistanee being 
In vain, they surrendered, after a gallant defence, 
in the course of which the major-general was 
wounded. Captain Popham andaavoarod, without 
effect, to obtain an exoaange of prisoners ; and it 
appears at first to haTe been the intention of the 
rrencb government lo oblige the British troops to 
labour at the reparation «f the woriis they had de< 
strayed, but it waa found on iaspectiMi that the 
damage was but trifling. 

A small armament waa de^patt^ied afmnst Min- 
orca, under the command or admk-al Dackwortti 
and general Stuart, and a deaooat .was ntade near 
the creek of Addaya. As the inradem had few of 
the requisites of a siege, their adveraaries might, 
with a small share of spirit, have made a oeosideT- 
able resistance : intimidated, however, by tiie 
movements of the troops, and the appearance of 
the S4|uadron, the garrison capitulated on the fif- 
teenth of November, and the whole island waa 
reduced without the looa of a aingle man. Alxrat 
fhe aame time the iale of Gosa, near tf alta, ea- 
jutulatcd to a detachment of adadral Nelson's 
aqimdron. 

lu St. Domingo disease made such alarming havoc 
among the English troopa, <hat at lengdt mioor* 
gvacal Maitland waa instrncted to surrander Port- 
au-Prince and St. Marc to Toosaaint I/OuTerture, a 
negro commander, who had neailT annihilated the 
dominion of the French In the inland ; and in the 
course of the year they evacuated every other post. 
Such were the chequered scenes of the campaign 
of 178S i but the balance of victory, of disiaterBSted 
policy, and of success in anas, (the aflhirs of Egypt 
taken into the scale,) certainly preponderated m 
IhroiR- of England. 

If BETING OP PARLIAMENT— INCOME TAX. 

On the twentieth of November parliament aa- 
•cmbled. The great and continually increas&nc 
expense of the war had induced the minister, in 
the course of tho last session of paiiiament, to bring 
forward, for the sanction of the house, a new svs- 
tcm of finance, the principle of which was to raise 
within the year a large proportion of the necessary 
supplies, which, aided by the operation of the sink- 
ing fund, should prevent any material additxcn be* 
ing made to the public debt. The tax proposed lor 
this purpose, called the triple assessment tax, was, 
however, found so inadequate to the object, that 
the minister determined to substitute in its stead a 
tax on income. Accordingly, on the third ef De- 
cember, the house having formed itself into a com- 
mittee, Pitt stated that the supplies wUch would 
be necessary for the service of the present year 
amounted to about thirty million pounds, towards 
which the usual ways and means would produce 
aix million one hundred thousand pounds. It re- 
mained then to be conndered in what way the defi- 
ciency should be raised. Here two leading principles 
occurred for the guidance of the ho t ise e i ther to 
raise the whole by loan upon the old fimdlng sys- 
tem, or to raiiie a considerable part of the supplies 
within the year upon the principle adopted in tlie 
last sesaion o'f parliament. Pitt then proceeded 
to state his new plan of finance, whiida waa a tax 
on income. The commlssienars, who riiould be 
vested arith the power Af datermining upon the 
rate of every one's income, should be persons of 
respectable situatmos in life, removed from any 
suspicion of pajtiaiity ; axid, in case the party was 
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thelf dacWaa, anafker body of 
cemmissionera ahotild bo -fermed, to whom an ap- 
peal might be carried. The next point for oonsi 
daration was the mode of contribution that should 
be adopted. Under thia head it was his intention 
to ptopose that no inomne under sixty pounds a 
year should be called upon to contribute, and that 
the scale of modification, op to two bandred pounds a 
year, aa in the assessed taxes, should be introduced 
with restrictions. The quota which should then be 
called for should amount to a full tenth of Ae 
contribalor's faieome. The returns to be made by 
the person aaeeased, subject to the inspection of a 
sarveyor, who should lay before the commissioners 
such grounds of doubt as might occur to him on tho 
folmeso of the rate at which a party might have 
assessed himself. Hie partv, however, should net 
bo coaipeued to answer ; bio books should not bo 
called for, nor his confidential clerics or agents ex- 
amined ; but, if he declined to submit to such in- 
▼estigatfon, it should be competent for the eom- 
miasioners to fix the assessment, and their decision 
ahonid be final. The national income, alter deduct- 
ing one-fifth for modifications, he calculated at one 
hundred and two million pounds, on which amount 
a tax of ten per cent, would produce tan million 
pounds a year. 

Hie unnimesa and Inequality of flie proposed 
assessment having been ably contended bv several 
membeffs, Pitt observed that an honourable gentle- 
man had sfdd, that if two persons had each five 
hundred pounds per annum, one of whom derived 
his income firom ttnd, and the other from industry, 
they ought not both to be taxed equally at fifty 
powids : but to complain of this inequality was to 
complain of the distribiltion of property— tt was to 
oemplain of the eonstitntion of sodety. The conse- 
quence of this tax would be to all alike ; and who- ' 
ever contributed a tenth of his income, under the 
bill, would have a tenth loss to spend, to save, or 
to accumulate. The house then dirided : for the 
faither consideration of the report, one hundred and 
eighty-three ; against it, seventeen ; majority, one 
hundred and aixty-six. Alter undergoing several 
amendments, the Mil was passed into a law, on tho 
eighteenth of March 1790. and the fifth of April was 
fixed, as the time for making the returns. The re- 
nmining supplies were to be made up from the new 
imposts on sugar:, coffee, and stampi, aided by the 
recently imposed convoy-tax. About two hundred 
and ttty thousand land forces, of different descrip- 
tions, and a hirodred and twenty thousand seamen 
and marines, were also voted. A bill to enlarge 
the time prescribed b^lan act of the last session, for 
^e redemption of the land-tax, and to make certain- 
lagidatfcons respectina ecdesiastical property, and 
the property devised for lives and for long terms, 
waa alao carried into a la'w^. 

UNION WITH IRELAND PROPOSED— PRO- 
CEEDINGS THEREON. 

irw. — On the twenty-second of January the follow- 
ing important message was deUrered by secretary 
Dundas : " His migesty is persuaded, that the unre- 
mitting industrr witti which our enemies persovere 
in theu* avowed design of effecting the separation 
of Ireland from this lUngdom, cannot fsB to engage 
the particcdar attention of parliament; and his 
majesty recommends it to this house to con9ider of 
die most efiectual means of finally defeadng this 
design, by disposing the parliaments of both tdxkR- 
doms to provide, m a manner which they shall 
Judge most expedient, for settling such a complete 
and final adjustment as may best tend to improve 
and perpetuate a connection essential tb their com- 
mon security, and consolidate the strength, power, 
and resources of the Britbh empire." This mes- 
sage was taken into discussion on die following 
day, when Dundas moved an address, importing 
Aat tho house would proceed, with all due des- 
patch, to the consideration of the several interests 
recommended to tfaoir serious attention. 

The chancellor of the exchequer contended that 
a penuament connection between Britain and Ire- 
land was essential to die true interests of both 
countries, and that, unless the existing connection 
should be improved, there was, he had strong rea- 
son to bcHeve, great risk of a separation. 

The same day on which the message on the 
Union was delivered to dio British seoatc, the 
sotf«>ioa of the Irish pnrKami'nt coinincnced at 
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pabllft I aaA ^ ipeec h on lUfl •ooMloa wm 
Vy tte lord-lteatenant, whkdi concluded with a 
bope thitt the perliementi in boUi kiaf doma would 
be diapoeed to pniride the moot effectiul meena of 
nudntainiBf and impnrinf[ a connection eetential 
to their common secarity ; and of conaoUdatinf , aa 
far aa poaaible, into one firm and laating fabric, the 
•trenrtfa, the power, and the reaoiurcea of the Bri- 
tiah empire. The addreaa in the hooae of peera 
waa oppoaed chiefly by the iorda Poweraconrt and 
Bellamont, who aeverally moved ameudraenta, ex- 
preaaiTO of their diaajpprobation of a legialatiTe 
onion with Great Britain. On the firat diviaion the 
nombera were forty-aix to nineteen, and on the 
laat thirty-fire to aerenteen, in Caronr of die court. 
Bnt in the hooae of commona, after a debate ot 
twenty houra, the conteat waa ao doae, tliat only a 
m^ority of one appeared af;ainat dte amendment ; 
Ae numbera being, on the diriaion one hundred and 
aix and one hundred and fire : and, when tbe qoea- 
tion waa put for agreeing to tne addreaa^ the minia- 
try had in their ftiTour only one hundred and aeven 
againat one hundred and five Toicea. The addreaa 
waa reported two daya afterwarda, when Sir Law- 
rence Paiaona atrenuoualy oppoaed ita being receiv- 
ed, and, after a violent debate, hia motion waa car- 
ried by a minority of one hundred and eleven to one 
hundred and aix voicea. The exultation of the Iriah 
metropolia at thia defeat of the miniatry waa nn< 
bounded : the unioniata were inaulted and calum- 
niated by every poaaible mode of attack ; and the 
chief apeaker of opposition acquired a audden and 
extraordinary increaae of popularity. The vehe- 
ment enthuaiaam of the capital, nevertheleaa. did 
not extend to the nation at large ; the weight of 
the landed intereat waa in favour of ttie measure ; 
and Cork, the aecond city of the kingdom, and the 
coiftmercial towna in general, thoogb greatly agita- 
ted and divided, were, upon the whole, rather 
friendly than hoatile to it. 

On tbe tbirty-firat of January the aubiect waa 
again brought under conaideration by Pitt, who 
aaid that, when he propoaed to the houae to fix 
that day for the further conaideration of hia ni^ea- 
ty'a meaaage, he indulged a hope that the reault of 
a aimilar communication to the parliament of Ire- 
land would have opened a more favourable proe- 
pect than at preaent existed of the apeedy accom- 

fliahment of the measure then in contemnlation : 
e had, however, been disappointed by the pn>> 
ceedings of the Iriah bouse of oommona. He ad- 
mitted that the parliament of Ireland poaaeaaed the 
power to accept or reject a proposition of thia 
nature ; a power which he ^ no meana meant to 
diapute : but he felt it his dutv to exj^reas hia gen- 
eral outline of the plan, which, in hia eatimanon, 
would tend to enaure the safety and the happineaa 
of the two kingdoma. ShouM parliament be of 
opinion that it waa caleulated to produce mutual 
advantagea, he ahould propoae it, in order to ita 
being recorded on the journala, leaving the rejec- 
tion or adoption of the plan to die future conaidera- 
tion of die legidature of Ireland. Pitt remarked 
that the union with Scotland waa aa much oppoaed, 
and by nearly the aame argumenta, prcgudicea, and 
miaconceptiona ; creating the aame alurma aa had 
recently taken place in reapect to Ireland: yet, 
could any man now doubt of the advantagea wmch 
Scotland nad deriyed from it f One of the greatest 
impedimenta to the proaperity of Ireland waa ^e 
want of induatry and the want of capital, which 
were only to be auppfied by blending more cloaidy 
with that country tne induatry and capital of thia. 
In die preaent atate of thinga also, and while Ire- 
land rnnained a aeparate kingdom, no reasonable 
person would afflrm that full concessions could be 
made to the cadioUca without endangering the 
atate, and ahaking the conadtution of Ireland to ita 
centre. At the conclusion of a rery able apoech, 
be propoaed a aeries of reaolutiona, and mored that 
tbe houae resolve itaelf into a committee to diacoaa 
thb aame. 

The plan propoaed diat the two ialanda aboold 
be united into one kingdom, by the name of " the 
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland;" 
tiiat the aucceaaion to the crown ahould be limited 
and aetded aa at preaent ; that the united kingdom 
ahould be renreaented in one and the aame parlia- 
ment, and tnat auch a number of lorda and com- 
mona aa ahaU be hereafter agreed upon ahaU ait 
and vote on the part of Irelaad ; that the diurchee 
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law eatabU^Md ; that (he Une^ md^aeCi In 
land be entided to the aame pnvilegea. la roeppct 
of trade and navigatioa, with those of Great art- 
tain, aoigeet to certain regnlationa, to be 
njpon prvriooaly to the onloo, and regolated' 
time 10 time by the onited parliament ; dint 
charge arising from the payment of the intereet, or 
sinking fund for the reduction of the principal, of 
the d^t ineurred in either kingdom before tte 
union, ahall continue to be aeparately defrayed bj 
Great Britain and Ireland reapcctirely ; that, Ibr n 
nomber of years to be limited, the futore oidinarjr 
expenaea ot the onited kingdom in peace or war 
ihould be defrayed by Great Britam and Irelaad 
joindy, accoiding to inch jiroportiona ae ahaO bo 
catabuahed by die reapective pariiamenta previ. 
oualy to the union ; and that all laws in force at 
the time of die onion, and all the coorta of civil 
or eccleaiaatical Jnriadictien within the reape c t i vo 
kingdoma, ahall remain aa now by law eetahlished 
within the aame, aolgect only to aoeh alteratione 
regolationa, from time to dme, aa circa: 
appear to the parliament of the onited 
to require. 

Sheridan avowed hia utter dlaapprobadon of fbo 
meaaure, and atated hie intention of moving two 
reaolutiona, declaring diat no meeaurea ooold hnTo 
a tendencT to improTe and perpetuate the dee «f 
amity which had not for their baaia tbe fair and 
free M^prolMtionof tbe pariiamenta of the two coob. 
triea ; and that whoever aboold endeavoor Co obtain 
anch approbation, by employing die infloonoo of 
government, waa an enemy to hia m^eaty and the 
conatitotion. The hooae divided on the qoeation of 
the speaker'a leaving the chair ; ayea,one bondred 
and forty, noea fifteen ; and, after aomo farther de- 
batea on the aalqect, Pitt* a rcoolotions were catried 
by large mventica. On the fonrteentfa of Febna* 
ary die report of the committee waa brongfat op, 
when it was ordered that a message be sent to tibo 
lords, requesting a conference respecting the neaas 
of porpetuating and improving the conneotioa bo> 
tween tbe two lungdoma. 

The aubject had praviooaly been intnidnced iate 
the houae of peera by^ a message Ikom dbe king^ 
delivered by lord Grenville. The address in an- 
swer to tfaia meaaage waa voted onanimooaly by ibe 
houae, which then adorned. ¥rom tUa period 
the buaineaa remained donnant in the upper boooo 
till the eighteenth of Febroary, when the moaaago 
from the commona was delivered by earl Tenpfe. 
A conference accordingly taking place in the 
I»ainted chamber, the Innu deputed on thia ooca. 
aion aoon returneid with a copy of the leaolotiona 
moved by the houae of commona.- On the nln» 
toonth of March, their lordahina having been aam- 
moned, lord Grenville moreo that the hoiae do 
agree urith the aame; and thia motion, though 
atrenuoualy oppoaed, waa agreed to without a 
diviaion. 

On the eleyenth of April, die hooae haTing been 
again aummoned, lord Grenville mored an address 
to the throne, wUch waa alao carried without a di- 
Tiaion ; but a proteat waa signed againat it by the 
lorda Holland, Thanet, and King. A committee 
was then named, consisting of lord Granville, lord 
Minto, lord AudJand, and the bishop of f^«*tj |i(f, 
to draw up an address conformable to the motion ; 
which having been effected, the commons, in a 
second conference on the following day, were in- 
vited to join in the aame, and to agree dkat it ^Miuld 
be presented to hia mi^eaty aa the addreaa of both 
hooaea of parliament, which waa accordingly done 
in the moat aolemn manner. 

In Ireland the farther conaideration of the Idl 
waa poatponed till the firat of Aogoat. It waa, 
however, manifeat that the ooort were determined 
to peraevere ; and the lord-Ueotenant, on die termi- 
nation of the aession, announced that a joint ad- 
dreaa of the two houaea of parliament of Great Bri- 
tain had been laid before bu miQeaty, aocomponiod 
by reaolutiona proposing and recom m ending a 
complete and entire on&on between Great Britain 
and Ireland; and he fortber declared that his 
mueaty, as the common fother of his people, musf 
look forward with earnest anxiety to the moment 
when, in confoimi^ to the sentimenta, wishes, and 
real Interests of bis soMects in bodi kingdoms^ 
they may all be inaeparahW onited in the rail ca> 
joyment of the bloaamga of^a free eooadtotion. 
Hberforce'a annoal motion Ibr tbo 
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aa additional opporitlon» aiiaine from tb« exUt- 
ence of a negro army m SL Dotoingo, and tlic 
eAbrts made to pronaaate democratical priociples 
throiub tke We»t India inlands. It waa conse- 
qaenuy negatlTod by a majority of eighty-foor to 
fiftv-four. 

Parliament was prorogued on the twelfth of 
Jidy, 1790, when his mi^jccty was pleased to declare 
that the decbion and energy which dbtingiiished 
the coondls of his ally, the omperor of Rosna, and 
the intimate union and concert so happily es* 1 



tabllshed between tiiem, would enable him to 
ploy, to the greatest adTantage, the powerfnl 
means faitmatcd to him by parliament, lor eatab- 
liahing, on permanent grounds, the security and 
honour of this country, and the liberty and in- 
dependence of Europe. On this occasion he also 
expressed his satisfaction in seeing that internal 
tranqniHity was in some degree restored to Ire- 
load, the ultinuite security of which could alone be 
ensured by its intimate and entire union with Great 
Britain. 
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AFFAIRS OF EGVPT-CAPTURS OF JAFFA. 

X>UONAPARTB, beinc refMrnted from Frmnce, 
JlJ by tkfl total defaat or th« French fleet at Abod- 
kir7 exerted binuelf to wcnra the aiTection of the 
Bgyptiana by flattering their religioaa pr^tidlces ; 
by recalfina thpir ancient greatness, and aeberting 
that he wuhed to reetore them to th«rir pristine 
grandeur ; by professions of regard for his ally, the 
grand s^ignwr ; and by pretending that the inva- 
sion of Egypt, ind the expulsion of tlte i>eys, were 
m e asure s wnich merited or had obtained his assent. 
Iliese arts, howercr, fsiled to prodace die desired 
^flbet, and iiis arms alone could ensure the obedi- 
ence which he courted, or arert the danger which 
he druaded. An insurrection at Cairo had nearly 
proved fetel to his cause ; and some hundreds <» 
the inrench, including general Dupuis, their com- 
mander, were killed before it could oe suppressed : 
a much larger number of the insurgents of course 
perished, and not a few afterwards fell by the 
hands of the executioner : for Buonaparte, wher- 
ever he went, treated all who opposed him as 
traitors and rebitls. Various skirmishes and some 
sharp actions took nlace between the invaders and 
the Mamdukes, unaer ike command of the beys, in 
diflbrent parts of the countrv, particularly in Up- 
per Egypt, in all of which Oie superior disciplino 
and ta^ioB of ttie French balBed the rude courage 
and desultory attacks of their opponents. It could 
not, howerer, be supposed that the porte woold 
leave tiiem in quiet possession of a portion of her 
territory, or that England would make no eflbrt to 
wrest it from their Imnds : Buonaparte was aware 
that if an ymy was sent from Europe to attack 
•him on one side, whUe a Turkish force from Asia 
a ss ail ed him on ^e otiier, he might not be able to 
extricate himself from the diflicoluea with which he 
would be surroonded. and he therefore resolred to 
attack the Torka in the first instance, in the hopes 
of suhdntng them before diey cxrald receive assist> 
anoeikmn other quarters. He accordingly made pre> 
parations fnr an expedition againct Acre, and sent 
Bis train of artillerv. destined for the siege, by sea. 
The army, in four divisions, under the command of 
Kleber, Bon, Regnier, and Lannes, proceeded to 
El-Arisch, where an actton was fought, in which the 
French were snccessftil. They then moved forward 
to Jailh, anciently called Joppa, a seaport town on 
the coast of Palestine, which was carried bv assault, 
with great loss, after a vigorous ddbnce. Numbers 
of the garrison were put to the sword ; but the 
greater part having taken reftwe in the mosqs 
and implored mercy from the French, their w 
were spared. 

Being encumbered with netriy four thousand 
prisoners, flrom the care and maintenance of which. 
It is said, Buonaparte found it necessary to relieve 
himself, he ordnred tiicm to be marched to a rising 
ground near Jailk. where roUty of musketry and 
grape-«bAt were played upon them by a diviaieo of 
French infantry, and wvA of the Turks as were not 
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killed by the shot were put to deaOt by tiie bayo- 
net (1). The accumulation of unbnried bo^es occa- 
sioned the visitation of the plague, by vhich a 
great number of the Frendi soldiers 
infected, the hospitals crowded, and the 
staflT emtMRassed. In this crisis Bnonapwte found 
an apothecary lyho consented to administer poison 
to the sick. A sufllciuit quantity of opium wa« a«- 
oordingly mixed with pleasant food, of which the 
unsuspecting victims freely partook ; and in a few 
hours five hundred and eighty soldien, who bad 
suflTored so much for tba tyrants of thcAr oouutry, 
thus miMnrably perished (S). 

SIEGE OF ACRE-GALLANT DEFENCE. 

BuoNAPARTB then marched st the headof liia 
troops for Acre, which at this moment contained 
wi?hin its walls two men, who, with the roasantie 
heroism of the days of chivalry, united all the 
knowledge appertaining to the modem art of war- 
Sir W. Sidney Smith, a British naval efleev of die. 
tinguished enterprise, and cohmd PUllippeenx, an 
emigrant oflicer of engineers. AAer ree en iny his 
friend. Sir Sidney, from bondage in die temple, 
and restoring him to liberty at the. hamid of his 
life, Phillippeaux aoooaqpanied him hi a email 
squadron to which he had been 
after cruising with him in the Levant, had 
barked for Syria to afford assistance to the Pkcha. 
On the thirtieth of March, 17W, the tienches 
opened, about one hundred and fifty foil 
the wall ; and soon afler the enemy 
to storm the fortress. . It 
however, that a dStdi of fifteen feet waa to be 
passed, whUe the oonnterecarp was atanost un- 
touched ; and the hrtech, which was net Iai]ge, had 
been effected iqiwards of six feet above the level of 
the works. Notwithstanding these ebstacfae a body 
of grenadiers desoeaded into ttm ditch, and a^ 
tempted to acale the wall ; but nothing oofdd be 
arhtered. The ganiaon was at firat selai 
terror, and many ef the 1Vu4(lah soMleta 
wards the harbour ;bftfl no aoener did they dfa 

ml feet 
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showered down stonea, i 
upon the assaHaats, who were obUffed to teHre, 
after losing two a4|ut an l a a e n e ta l, and a great 
numberofmen. lUs event amdad so 
agament to the troops ef thepa^a, that Aey 
a sally, in which they kiDed several efAer ~ 
In the interim the BnaUsh 
the neighbemheod of If omit Carmel, a 
and nine sail of gun4M>ata, laden with artfDenr and 
ammunition, intended te aasiat in the re d nct ie n of 
Acre, seren of whidi, coatainiaa all the battering 
train, were capCoed; and tihk fovtnnate ineidcnt 
contributed greatly te aave the dty. At this period 
of the siege Ghceaar Oglou, the P^e, dfaperaed 
. 1^ flnnauns among the Napteoiaaas, as weO as 
f into the tewnain the Said, reqncstfne the true he- 
; Uevers to rise and overwhelm the Infidels. The 



that the opening in the wall was 

mbbish, than they returned to Um ^arge, and 
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Briiidi iqaadron, which had been driren from the 
VDiheltored anchorage of St. lean d'Acre by the 
eqninosial galea, haoae looner reatmed it* vtatioo 
than another Mntie waa determined upon, Ibr the 

Corpoao of deatro jfna a Biine made hy the enemT 
blow the tower. In thla operatSon, the Britiah 
marinea and seamen were to force their way Into 
the mine, wfaUe the TnrUah troopa atladkod the 
•nemy*a trenohea on the right and left. Hie aally 
took place Jiut bcfon daylight; and lienlenant 
Wright, who coaimanded the seamen-planeera, not- 
withatandlng he receired two ahota In bia right arm 
as>ie adranced, entered the mine wkfa ^e pike* 
men, and proceeded to the bottom of iL where he 
▼erified iti direction, and deetroyed all ttat could 
be deetroyed in its preeent atoto. 

Hie Samaritan Arafaa liaTingmade inennrfona eren 
Into the French camp, Baonaparte proceeded 
aninat than in person ; and he lonnd Kieber's di- 
▼Uon, consisting of two thoosand Fkenchman, who 
had prerionsly been detached aa a corpa of obser- 
vation, lighting at the foot of Mount Tinbor, and 
aearir encircled bv a large body of horse, which 
he obliged to retue behind the Inomit, where a 
great nomber were drowned in tike river Jordan. 

Boonaparte hastened to retom to tiie camp be- 
fore Acre, and the faiTaders at length ooiQpleted the 
mine deatined to destroy the tower, which had ao 
long withatood all their efibrts; bn^ although one 
of ttie an^es waa carried away, the breach remain- 
ed as diAcnIt of access as before. About this period 
the garrison sostaioed the losa of Phillippeanac, who 
died of a ferer, contracted by want of rest, and ex- 
traordinary exertion. On ^e first of May, alter 
maav hoars heary cannonade from thirW pjlecea of 
artHmry, brooght by the enen^ from JaA, a foortii 
attempt waa made ; bat the Tigre, moored on one 
aide, and the T hasan a on the omer, flanked the 
town waOa ; and the gon-boats, laondkes, and other 
row-boafi, continned to ilank the enemy's trenchea 
to their great annoyance, tUl at length tiiey were 
obliged to desist from the attack. Notwithstanding 
their Tarioos repolses the enemy continned to batter 
in breach with progreasire success, and made nine 
aoToral attempts to stunn, bat had as often been 
beaten baA. The garrison had Ismg been in expec. 
totion of a refaiforcement, under Hassan Bey, who 
had originallT receired orders to adrance against 
Alexandria, but was afterwards directed to proceed 
to the relief of Acre : it waa not, howerer, till the 
flfty-flrat day of tho siege that this fleet made its ap- 
pearance. The approach of so much additional 
atrength was the signal to Baonaparto for a rigor- 
oos assault, in hopes to get nosaession of tiie town 
before the reinforcement oonid disembariL ; and on 
tte night of the eight of May he sncceeded in mak- 
tug a lodgment in the second story of the north- 
east tower. Daylight on the nintii showed the 
French standard unforled on the oater angle ; and 
at tUs most critical point of the contest Hassan 
Bey's troops were stfil in their boats, not having ad- 
Tanced more than half-way towaida tiie shore. Sir 
Sidney Smith, whose energy and talents gave ef- 
fect to every operation, Imded the crews of the 
gon-boats on the mole, and marched them to the 
breach, each man being armed with a pike. A heap 
of ruins between the besiegediand beslegen served 
aa a breas^work for botii ; die mustles of the mna- 
keta toached, and the spear-heads of die standards 
locked. Ghenar Pacha, bearing that the English 
were on the breach, quitted his station, where, ac- 
cording to ttie andent Torkish costom. he was sit- 
ting to reward aneh as should bring him tiie heada 
of the enemy, and distribatinit cartrldgea with hia 
own hnnda. This energetic old man, coming behind 
hia Britiah alUea, pulled them down with violence, 
saving. " If any harm happen to our EngUah friends, 
an win be loat." The whole of the reiuforcemento 
being now landed, the Pacha, wKh some diflksulty, 
ao far sabdned his Jealonav aa to admit the CUIBidk 
regiBMnt, of one thooaand men, into the garden of 
his seraglio, from whence a vigoroua sally waamade 
with an intentiosi to obtaia possession of the ene- 
my's third paralld, orneareattranch ; but theHnks, 
unequal to anch a movement, were driven back in- 
to the town with loas; and aitfaoagh the aortie did 
not sneceed, it had the eAct of obnging the enemy 
to exneae themselves above ^eir parapets, and the 
flankng lire of the garrison, aldea by a few hand- 
grenades, dislodged diera from the tower. Detor- 
mined to persevere, the onemy effected a new 
breach by an incessant flre dirtctod to tho south* 
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ward, every shot knocking down whobr «liieeia W a 
wan, mnch leas soUd than that of the tower, . am 
whidi diey had expended so mnch time and aMma> 
nition. At the snggestion of the Pacha the breads 
was not this time defended, bat a certain 
of the enemy waa let in, and then closed npon 
cording to the Turkish mode of war, when a sabre 
i 1 one hand, and a dagger in the other, proving more 
than a match for the bayonets, the snrvifovs haa- 
tened to sound a retreat. Thus ended a contest 
oontinned with litde intermission for flve^ind- twen- 
ty hoots ; ard in which natoie, alaking under dM 
exertion, demanded repose. 

ChagffU began to be risfble In the oondnet off 
Baonaparto. who, for the first time in hia Ufo, be- 
held hiinself Ibiled, and that too by a town motmXj 
defensible aoeordlng to the roles of art; i^ile dm 
aarnnmding hlBi wore crowded widi spectaton^ 
awaiting tho re>ult of the oonteat. to declare for 
die victor. The plague also found Ub way into the 
French camp, uid seven himdred men had already 
foOen martyrs to that terrible malady. In this dn- 

Slorable aitiution die Fk«nch commaodet4n*ehiel 
etermined to make a last eflbr^ and general Kin- 
l>er's division waa recalled from dto fords of Jor- 
dan, to take ita tarn in the daily efforia to aaoont 
tho broach at Aere, ki whtoh every other division in 
anooearion had foiled, widi the loas of their fanvoat 
men, and about threo^onrdis of their oflloers. Bo- 
fore HUm reinforcement could miyiienoe its opera* 
tions, another sally was made on the night or dba 
tenth of May by the Turks, who snoceeded In mak* 
ing themselves masters of the enemy's third paral> 
lei, and advanced to the second traiieh; but utor a 
conflict of three hours they were driven bacL lear- 
ioe every diing In tUOu qua. except the loii otwueOp 
which waa oonaidetabie on both aides. 

SIE6B RAISED— FRENCH RETURN FROM 
SYRIA TO EGYPT. 

DKTianiNxn, at length, to raise the dage, Buo- 
naparte first ordered his sick and wounded to !>• 
sent «wav, and, to keep the besieged In tbgdt, ia- 
ereaaed me fire of hia cannon and mortars. Ghea- 
aar, remarking diese dispoajtiona finr retreat^ mada 
frequent aalUes. wliich were repulsed with vigour. 
The aapect of the field of carnage waa horrible, tha 
ditohea and die reversea of tike paimpeta ware aOad 
with die slain ; the afar waa infoeted| and ^e pro- 
position for a suspenaion of arma to bury the oead 
remained unanswered. After sixty dajrs' continu- 
ance, Buonaparte, in a proclamation, announced to 
his anny the raising of die iiege, and resolved to 
return to Egypt,'to defend its approach in the sea- 
son of landmg againat the force assembled at 
Rhodes. On ue twencledi of May, the very day 
on which the anay began ito msich, spaaeral Iiia 
Grange repulsed two salliei, and forced die Tnrite 
back Into the town. General Lanaea' division led 
the march; Begaier^ evaenated tte trenohea; 
KJeber formed a atrong rear-guard; wlulat Junoc 
covered the left flank. Buonaparte direw into dm 
sea the artillery, wUdi he could not carry baek 
through die deMrt ; and hia battering trafan, amount- 
ing te twenty-three piecea, fril into the handa of 
the English. After blowing op the fortificatioaa of 
iaflh and Gaaa, and Inflicting a tetrible Tongeanoa 
on those who had defended their co un try againat 
the invaders, tlie French passed over the desert, 
and were received by the uibabitanta of Cairo, ig* 
norant of recent events, aa victora. 

TIPPOO SAIB'S HOSTILE PREPARATIONS— 
SBRINGAPATAM TAKEN, AND DEATH OF 
TIPPOO. 

Buck APABTi, after his arrival In Egypt, appiiaejl 
TIppoo Saib of his arrival on theshorca m dm Red 
Sea, and reqaested him to send some confidential 
person with whom h^ might confer on the snUect 
of dieir mutual plans for expellteg the Badbh from 
their Indianpossosslons. This sovereign nad aeg<K 
tiated with Zemaan Shah, a native prmce of great 
power and infloence, in order to concert nidi a 
formidable attack upon the AigHth, as. It waa 
hoped, they would be unable to resist : bat thdgov. 
emor-general, tho earl of Momington, afterwavdi 
marquis Wellesley, havtog assembled an adequato 
tnca, communicated to TIppoo the knowledge which 
he bad acquired of hia hostile deaigns, andoflered,1f 
ho «ould forego diose projects, to send an oflioer to 
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Treat wllb him for Cbo eataUtoliment and preMiTa< 
tion of H. ftlendly mtercoorte between Uan and tbe 
British goTerament. The saltan sent an equirocal 
answer to this communication, and sought to elude 
ttie TJgilance of the English policy ; but lord Mor- 
nington did not suffer the Icatt abatement of the 
spint of naval or military preparation, and at the 
eommencement of the year 1709 he ordered the 
British army to take the field. It was comatanded 
in chief by lieutenant-general Harris, who, after a 
series of successful operations, set himself down 
before the capital of Ifppoo's dominions at the lat 
tar end of April ; and on the 4th of May, a practical 
breach baring been effected, Seringapatam was 
taken by assault. Tlppoo himself, ima serfu-al of 
Lis chien perished in the action. 

The East India company obtained additional ter* 
ritory by this conquest ; otiier parts were allotted 
to the Nisam and the Mahrattar, and the remaining 
portion of die Mysore was conferred on a Aescendr 
ant of the ancient Ri^ahs* ^ho had been disposses- 
sed by Hyder. Tho British dominion in the east, 
by annihilaMng the most danirerous of all tho na- 
ture powers, was now establiriied on a permanent 
foundation. 

* 

BUONAPARTE RETURNS TO FRANCE. 

BcoMAPARTfc, ruminating on his repulse at Acre, 
where be had, for the first time, experienced de- 
feat and disgractf, resolTed to repair to a country 
more congenial with his disposition and pursuits. 
This resolution to abandon lus post, and to desert 
ttiose gallant men who had brared every danger at 
his command, was only equalled by the mode in 
which it was accomplished. Learing a sealed 
packet addressed to general Kleber, nominating 
that officer to the command of the army in Egypt 
during hia absence, he embarked soddenly, on the 
twenty-fourth of August, wiUi generals JSerthier, 
Lannes, Murat, and Andreossi, aooompanied by 
Monge, Beutbolet, and Amaud, nambers of the 
Egyptian Institute, and attended by sereral Mar 
melukes, the future guards of his person. He com- 
municated his design to none but those whom he 
intended to accompany him ; and he left tho army 
in a deplorable state. He was a deserter too, in 
erery sense of the word ; for he quitted his com- 
mand without orders, and eren without pennls- 
si^n. That singular good fortune, howerer, to 
which ho was so often indebted, attended him on 
this occasion ; for, after repeatedly escaping tibe tI- 
gilance of the English cruisers, ho landed, first at 
Ajaccio, and then at Frcjus ; and on his arrlTkl at 
Paris, on the sixteenth of October, he was courtod 
by aU parties, and inrited by the directory to a 
grand festiral. 

NAPLES MADE A REPUBLIC— ENGAGE- 
MENTS BETWEEN THE AUSTRIAN AND 
FRENCH ARMIES ON THE RHINE. 

Tbb late expedition into the Roman territory 
having proved eminently disastrous to the king of 
Naples, now an exile from his kingdom, an axmis- 
tice was signed by prince PignateUi, on behalf 
•f the Neapolitan goremment, on the seventh of 
January, 1709, by which the Fk«nch forces under 
Cbampionnet obtained possession of the city of 
Capua, and thence advanced to the capital, which 
they entered on the twenty-third, after a gallant 
but unavailing resistance. Naples was then pro- 
claimed a republic, under the designation of the 
Parthenopean commonwealth ; and the provisional 
f ovemment was confided to twenty-one citiaens, 
chosen by the Fkvnch general Cbampionnet. At 
the same time, the fortress of Ehrenbreitstein, in 
front of CoUenta, was obliged, after a memorable 
defence, to capitulate, on the twenty-fourth of Ja- 
nuary, to tbe Frendk general D'AIfemagne. 

The emperor Paul, of Russia, entered into the 
new confederacy agiunst the French republic with 
on seal. An appearance of negotiation was gtiU 
kept up at Rastadt ; but the emperor of Germany, 
dissatisfied with the provisions of tbe treaty of 
Campo Formio, and certain of powerful co-opera- 
tion in the event of a renewal of the contest, no 
longer concealed his sentiments. The French, by 
their uuboanded encroachroonts on tbe rights of 
other nations, gave him a plausible pretence for 
iVArming ; and in a short time a powerful force 
waH in the field. The Arcnduke Charles assembled 
tif'>)-Ave thouiriud meu between the Inn and the 



Lach ; generals Starrajr and Hofza headed about 
twenty thomiand more in the Palatinate and the 
countrv of the Grisons ; general Bellegarde occor 
pied the Tyrol with about twenty-five tbousaod ; 
and an army of about sixty thousand, under f(cx>> 
oral Kray, prepared to enter Italy, and ro-cooqner 
Lombardy. The command of the French " Army 
of the Danube" was confided to general Joordan, 
who, on the first of March, crossed the Rhine in 
three places ; and, whUst general Bemadotte Uoek- 
aded the fortress of Philipsburg, Manhehn opoaed 
its gates to another body of French troops : on tbe 
twentieth, however, the Archduke determined to 
give them battle, and the day was contested with 
great bravery on both sides, Jourdan mAintaininf 
bis position until night put an end to the action, 
when, under cover of darkness, he retreated to a 
atation near Engen. On tbe twenty-ftltti a aocood 
batfle was fought on ^e plain of UefaUngen, in the 
midst of woods ; and such was the eagerness un 
both sides, tha^ tiie two commanders in charf, after 
reconnoitring in person, instead of asraming, as 
usual, a centre position in the rear, fimc^t at the 
head of their respective troops. Night, which again 
put an end to the combat, left the victory unde- 
cided ; and on the ensuing morning the invadsBn 
renewed their attack ; being, however, once more 
foiled, general Jourdan, after sustaining a loss of 
about four thouiand men, retreated before the 
Archduke, and recressed the Rhine at Lanttemburs 
and Strasburg. Massena, to whom the commanil 
of the army of Switxerland was confided, had taken 
the field for tho purpose of driving the Austriana 
firom the mountainous regions inhabited by the 
Orisons ; but the defeat of the grand army in Saa> 
bia checked bis career. 

CAMPAIGN IN ITALY AND SWITZERLAND. 

GaNXBALScBKBia, to whom the chief command 
of the French annies in Italy had been transferred^ 
directed his first eflbrts against T^ucany. Having 
obtained possea^n of the cai^tal, die port of Leg. 
bom was at the same time seiaed b]r general Miol- 
lis, and aU tbe property appertaining to the sub- 
jects of Britain, rortugal, Attstria, Russia, tbe Ot- 
tonnu Porte, and the states of Barbary, suloected 
to sequestration; while the grand dcuLe and his 
family were furnished with a 'guard of honour, and 
allowed to proceed to the German capital. Sdterer 
then marched to Mantua, where it was deterauned 
to attack the enemy before they could receive any 
reinforcements from Suabia, or effect a junction 
with the Russians. The Austrians, undor general 
Kray, at this time occnpied Verona and its vicinity. 
On die twenty-sixth of Mardi the action commenced 
in ttte neighbourhood of Castel Nuovo, when, after 
a most severe contest, the French were driven 
across the Adige. Three davs after this sangainary 
conflict, Scherer again attacked the Austrian posts, 
and was again defeated. 

Tbe Russian general Svworow arrived at Verona 
in April, and took upon himself the command of 
the Anstro-Russian army, now estimated at one 
hundred thousand men. Scherer resigned to Mo- 
rean the command of his reduced and dispersed 
army ; and, a retreat having become absolutely ne- 
cessaiy, tbe fortresses of Pescbiera and Mantua 
wore abandoned to Uietr fate, and generals Kray 
and KlanaublocALaded ttiemwith twentv-five thou- 
sand men. Suworow hastened to avail himself of 
the bdvantages be enjoyed over a retreating foe ; 
the town and citadel of Brescia, with a garrison of 
a thousand men, capitulated to the troops under 
his command ; and an engagement, fought ^n the 
twenty-seventh of April, determined the Cite of the 
Cisalpine republic : on the following day the con- 
querors entered the dty of Milan, and about the 
same time count de Bellegarde obtained an unin- 
terrupted series of successes in the mountainous 
regions of the Engadine ; while Hotxe dislodged 
the French troops in the Griion country from all 
their positions between Lndeusteig and Coire. In 
Switserland several partial iniurrectiuns against 
the French authorities took place ; tbe canton of 
Uri was in arms ; the Valais hsyd risen in mass ; and 
a great part of the Valteline was in po&session of 
the impcrisKsts. PescUera also surrendered, after 
a short siege, to count St. Julien ; and Moreau, 
yieldloir to superior numbers, was obliged to aban- 
don his strong position between the Po and Te- 
naro, after defoating general Vokassowich on the 
banks of the Bonaida. Hie disasters of the Pre^Ua 
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in Italy were pvodoetiTo of extraordinary changn 
in the aonthmn part of ttiat peninsola, and rab- 
jected thoie who had taken part in the rerola* 
tiont in Naples and Rome to the most terrible re- 
fponnbaity. 

In Calabria, cardinal Rn^, on receiving injfonna* 
tion that the French troops had retreated from 
Kapleiiy raised a number of new loTies round the 
r^yal standard, collected the wreck of general 
Mack's Army, and, being joined by a body uf Eog- 
gHsh and Rassians, marched against the capital, 
when the execntiTe dhreetory, and all those who 
had countenanced the Farthenopean republic, were 
obliged to take shelter widda the fortresses, which 
leU m SQceession into the hands of the royal forces ; 
and, on the thirteenth of July, fort St. Elmo, the 
strongest of them, was obliged to capitulate to the 
allies, assisted by a body of Britbh seamen nnder 
oaptain Tronbridge. In Tuscany forty thousand of 
the inhabitants, on learning the disasters of Moreau 
and Macdonald, attacked tae republicans on erery 
side ; the garrison of Florence abandoned the capi- 
tal; and the ancient magistrates assumed tiieir 
Amotions. A few days after, a column of Austrians 
obliged the inraders to abandon Lucca; and Leg- 
horn was evacuated by capitulation : Rome, how- 
•Ter, remained nneonqnered, but the most vigtwons 
measures were now taken ta subdue that diy ; and, 
while a body of Tuscan and Neapolitan troops 
iuTosted the ancient ci4>ital of the world, captain 
Tronbridge, who had appeared off the mouth of the 
Dber, summoned general Grenier, the copimander 
of the garrison, to surrender. On the twentieth of 
September a oonrention was condoded, by which 
St was agreed to evacuate Rome, Cirita Vecchia, 
and the posts adjacent, on condition that the troops 
should be sent to France. 

General Macdonald, having reached Florence, 
eoUeeted the scattered French forces throughout 
Tuscany ; and, finding himself at the head of thir- 
ty-eight tiuMMnd troops, he determined imme- 
ifiately to act on the oncnsive. After forcing the 
allies to raise the siege of Fort Urbino,%e despatch- 
ed Olivier against Hodena, of which he obtained 
possession on the twelfth of June, and drove the 
Austiians beyond the Po: while general Kray, 
alarmed at the progress of tne enemy, drew off his 
heayy artillery ftt>m before Mantua, and posted 
himself in such a situation as to prevent that city 
ftnm being reliered. Macdonald continued to ad- 
▼anoe ; and having arrived at Piacensa, and fimn- 
ed a junction with general Victn', he obliged gen- 
eral Ott to fidl back on the casde of Giovanui. As 
aoon as Snworow had obtained intelligence of the 
victorious career of the French general, he pro- 
ceeded to Aleacaudria, leaving general Kaim to 
prosecute the siege of Turin ; and advanced to ftte 
support of general Ott, who was in taU. retreat. 
At a -viDage, six miles from Piacensa, a general 
engagement took place on the seventeenth, which, 
having been continned thronah the following day, 
terminated in Ihvour of the auies. The TanquiBhed 
army took advantage of tlie appinach or night 
to retire in two columns to Piaoenxa, where four 
Frendi generals, with several field ofltoen, and be- 
tween four and five thousand soldien, who had 
been wounded in the late mnrderons actions, fell 
into the hands of the enemy. 

General Moreau, taking advantage of Suworow's 
absence, left Genoa at the head ci twenty-nine 
thousand men, and on the twentieth of June at- 
tacked and beat field-marshal Bellegarde, who had 
been left to snperintend the blockade of Alox- 
' andria. The Russian field-marshal immediately 
abandoned Ae pursuit of Macdonald, and endea- 
voured by a rapid countermarch to overtake Mo- 
reau, who, after fighting another battle, retreated 
within the ligorian territory. Snworow, however, 
was consoled in this disappointment by the intelli- 
gence of the surrender of Turin on the twenty- 
second of June, and widi the capture c4 Bologna, 
whioh fen into the hands of the allies eight days 
afterwards. M aodonald then entered the Genoese 
territory, and formed a junction with Moreau. 

The surrender of Fort UrMno, St. Leon, and 
Alezan'bria, was followed by the capture of the 
almost impregnable fortress of Mantna on the 
twenty-eignth-of July* Snworow, having now con- 
QVered the greater part of Italy, began to menace 
me soutbem departments of Prance ; but Moreau 
■till occupied his formidable position in the neigh- 
bonrbood of Genoa, aod prevented the advance of 



Ae alHos by tlireatenlffg (o fUl npon thdr rear. 
The young men of the requisition were, at the 
same time, put in motion on the frontier, and 
Championnet was employed in assembUngnn army 
of forty thousand men in the vicinity of Grenoblo. 
Supplies were also sent to the army of Italy, and 
the chief command of that force was transferred 
firom general Moreau to general Joubert, who ad- 
vanced at the head of thirty-six thousand men, and 
encamped on the fifteenth of August, upon dM 
heights of Novi. The allies were superior m num- 
bers; Suwoorow and Melas were at the hehd of 
thirty-five thousand troops, of their respective na- 
tions ; fifteen thousand Piedmontese, who had for- 
merly obliged the garrison of Cevi to surrender, 
now acted as light troops; whUe general Kray 
entered the camp on that very day with eigbteen 
thousand men, set at liberty by the fall of Mantua. 
Suworow, determined to anticipate the French, 
whom he knew to be most formidable when tiaey 
were the assailants, attacked their left wing. Ge- 
neral Joubert, in advancing at the head of Ins staff, 
was struck with a ball, which ]>ierced his heart ; 
but tlie loss of their genera} diminished not flie 
ardour of the soldiers : tiirice did Snworow charge 
the enemy in porson, at the head of his gallant 
veterans, and thrice was he repulsed by the French 
legions, of which Moreau again took the command ; 
but, in the mean time, gemnal Melas succeeded in 
turning the right flank of die Fren<di army, which 
decided the victory. The danger of l»dng sur- 
rounded compelled the French general to abandon 
the field of battle to the allies, who took four gene- 
rals and four thousand prisoners ; and night alone 
enabled him to raUy his scattered fomes, and 
once more to occupy his former position near 
Genoa. 

No sooner did the French cease to be formidable 
than the fatal effects of jealousy began to bv visi- 
ble, both in the councils and in the camps of the 
two nations ; and the suspicion and distrust of the 
armies had at length attained snch an alarming 
height, that it was deemed impolitic to confine 
their exertions to the same theatre : it was conse- 
quently resolved that Melas should continue the 
war in Italy, while the Russians, undor Snworow, 
should enter Switxeriand, and, after defeating 
Massena, penet^te the territories of the French 
republic. Tlie commencement of the campaign in 
Switaerland was peculiarly auspicious .to the 
French, but their successes were of short duration ; 
for in Anril Schaifhansen and Peterhausen fall into 
the hands of the Antrians, who, after a succession 
of engagemcmto, established their head-quarters at 
Zurich on the seventh of June, and obliged Masse- 
na to retreat to Mount Albis. That general, how- 
ever, having received fresh snppUos of men and 
provisions, recommenced operations against tiie 
archduke ; and a column of republicans, detached 
across the Limmat, jpenetrated the Austrian camp 
on the fourteenth of August. To relieve Massena, 

{eneral Mnller established his head-quarters at 
f anheim, and pushed Us -advanced guard n tit am 
Heidelberg, while Baragaay d'HiUiers imposed a 
oontzibution upon Frankfort, passed the Maine, 
and joined his c ountrym en in the territories of 
Darmstadt. When the archduke learnt that a 
body of Rrench troops, after entering Suabia, was 
levying contributions, and seising on the rich har- 
vests of Germany, he conferred the command of 
the Austrian army in Switaerland on general 
Hotae, and reat>ssed the Rhine in person. Mas* 
sena, availing himself of the absence of the prince, 
and determined to obtain a superiority in Switaer- 
land before. die arrival of Suworow, approached 
Zurich on dm twenty-fourth of September, and on 
the following morning the battle commenced. Geik 
end Hotae, however, received a mortel wound early 
ha the engagement; and general Petrnseh and 
prince Koraskow were obliged to give way ; on 
which the French troops earned Zurich by assault, 
and captured a considerahle body of Rassians post- 
ed in that city. 

SUWOROW RETREATS. 

Suworow, having crossed the plains of Pied- 
mont, and possessed himself of die heights of St. 
Gothard, was now about to enter the canton of 
Uri, when he received an imperfect account of the 
defeat of the allies at Zurich ; and this disastrona 
intdligenqo was speedily confirmed by the ap- 
proach of the retreiiting troops.' Unaccustomed to 
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the BoMiaa UtfiaoM flybcAm Iteir adTtnariai. 
he failiiiiatad to pvinoe Komkoir that he ihaald 
aaawer with hia head if he made another tetngnde 
atep. Eacer to Tfaidioate hii cbavaoter to ao gals 
laat a eauL the piinoe iannediatdy reMaemUed 
tfie wreck or hia troopa ; and, having been joined 
by a body of ▲uatriana, the eorpa of Coada, and 
the BaTanaa ooatingen^ detenumed to attenpt a 
drveiaiaii in favoor of hia commander, by rwaainm 
lag hia lioTmer podtion before ZnQrid^ doing the 
abaenoe of Maateaa; bat the latter proTod hia 
■n periorl ty by aeonring ail tte intermediate p a mea. 
At length* antdat inoaaaaat toila and continnal 
oombati, the Remiana artived, on the third of 
October, in the Taney of Mutton, and took pooee- 
■ioB of the bridge alter a moat oiwtinate reaiatance. 
The poat of Brumen waa alao eaniad tlie nest 
day : bat here ended the progieaa of tiie Roaaian 
hero. Svworow, after penetniting into the canton 
of Scbweito, waa ao conadoaa of Ua critical aitna* 
tion, that he detenmned, for the ihet time in hia 
life, en a retvaaL and eilbrt ad it in a ' 




emperor Panl, indignant (hat €bm Germahio 
were not aetaated by a aaal ardent aa tlmt 
iaapinHl, iaaaed aa ofldal 
to all the asembcra of the 



with which he waa 



HBpire, calling npon them to mite their 
foicei with hia^ aad exp r aa ain g Us detonninatioB, 
if property aapported, nerer to aheath the awovl 
till he liad aeon die down&l of tiw monater which 
Ihraatened to ernah all legal anfhorttiea. Scarcely 
had tliia dechuratioa reached ttioae to whom it waa 
addreaaed, tiian Snworow, alike diacoatantad with 
hia aUiea and hia cdlleagMa, and tired of inoaaaaat 
eambata, where faloar waa vnairailing, aad OTea 
▼ietory waa nnattended witih ita uaaal adTontagea, 
oollactrd the wtedL of hia anny at Coire, orderod 
Ihm remaina of Koraakow'a troopa and the oerpa of 
Cand< to fovrn a janction wiOt him at tfiat place, 
and, after acme deUy, p roceeded to Bohemia, where 
he apent tiie winter. Of one hwidred tlioaaand 
men, who had either left Rnaala with him debt 
montha before, or Joined hia army withia tkt 
period, acarcoly flfty thovaand reached tlie baaka 
of tiM Lech. Thua the ro-operation of Ruiaia 
taiminated, and Saworow, overwhelmed with grief 
and diaappoiatment, retiied to bia aative coantry, 
^rtiere he did not long aarrire tlie frown* of 
fortane. He waa coldly received by the emperor, 
and died oa the eighteenth of May, 1800, aged 



The If^eoch bad become onco more aaaatera of 
Switaerlaad, had retaken St. Ootbard, aad begun 
to m en ace the oonotry of the Griaona. General 
Mailer again penetrated into Germany, aeiaed 
ea Francfort, Manhcim, aad Heidelberg, and 
threateaed to lay all that portloa of the empire 



No aooner had the Anatriaa army, uadar Melaa, 
adraaoed into the neighbourhood of Goni, and pre- 
pared to lay aieae to that fertrew, dian geaeral 
Champioanet, coueeting bia whole force, marched 
to SaTtgUano to give him battle ; bat on die foorth 
of Noreaaber a fnriooa attack, directed against the 
eelaaan of general Gronier by general Ott, forced 
the lepubHoana to retreat towarda Genola, and tiM 
approach of night again sared the French army 
nam rain. The atoge of Coni waa now proseeuted 
with ▼igoor, and on the aooond of Janoary, 1800, 
the Frendi coauaaader agreed to capitaUto, whoa 
two tbousaad dve hnadred repabticana became 
priaonera of war. Hie aaccem or the allied arma la 
Italy aerred to eoamenaato the aorereigna of 
Borope for the loaaea they had tfab year aoatained 
In other quartera ; but, oa the whole, the campaign 
waa leaa aoapkioaa to ito oonclaaion tlum at ita 



commencement ; aad the d efe ctioa of the emperor 
of Roaaia damped tiw futare e&pectatioaa of the 
coortof Vieana. 

EXPEDmON TO NORTH HOLLAND^-CAP. 

TURE OF SURINAM. 

Tea BagUah goTeroment, after along coorae of 
preparatioa, caaaed a deacent to be made, on the 
twenty^erentfa of Aagaat, 1780, to the aoathwest 
ef the Holder point, oa the caaatof Nerth Holland. 
A body of aeven thoasand men. French and Dutoh, 
eaooaatared the Bnrilah, aader Sir Ralph Aber- 
crombaa, who with duBcahy gaiaed the adrantoge. 
Above one thousand of the enemy were killed or 
wounded, and of the British about four hnadred 



aad fifty. It waa the intaatiaii ef Sir Ral^ib ta 

atta^ ike Holder fort the nem,t moraiag ; bat it 

waa eTacuaited in the aight, aad he fouad in jc a 

ooaalderafaletMbofartiUerT. Vlc»«dmina Mitchell 

thea aaade arraageaMato for eateiing the 

of the Tbael. Haring aM im n e ae d the 

of the Dutch fleet to hoiatthedag of the priaoe of 



Oraage, aad aeoept the firieadahip of Oeaat Britaia^ 
he re c e i r e d an aaawer from rear-adaaind Story, 
pramiaiag to deliver an hia aqaadraa, aa the 
raftiaed to ight. The aUpa. wen 
~ Vglit of them awaatad 




irea.jN 

While the iavadiag anay waited for the anrival 
Ita. about 



of reiaforeamaate, 

aad Butch attacked them with 

ef September : bat aa atiaa 

Zojrp, aad ao iranly did ibm 

about eight hnadred ef the aaaaOaato 

or weoaded, while only two ~ 

the part of their oppooeata. The dake of York 

BOW leaded widi 



it, 
killed 



amouatad to thlfty4ive theuaand 

aad gaaeral d'Henaaaa veatmna 

aetton. The Baariana, by aa impetaoua 

September the aiateeath,i 

paahed foi a aid to Bergen • 

peaetrated to Haorat aa' 

were aaceaaafal ia tteir 

oonlidence of the Baaaiana expeeed them to 

danger, ^at tKa retreat of the whale 



peaetrated to Heera t aad the two otter coli 
- ■ ' • - ; but the 




of Oetaber, 




became ac 

Thm battle of Afaaoat, en the 
waa aevere, bat todadaive. The 
ead to the eagagement, aad the troopa 
their arms. At day4yreak the retreat ef the 
gave tiie Baglidi aad Raselaaa an cpportaail 
taking aeveral poata; bat, dwagh dwy poa 
forward for that parpoee, they ware precladed by 
fotigae ftom offeotnaJly haraaaiag Aa repobiicao 
troopa. The killed aad weoaded of the Britiah 
amounted m about iUtaen haadred aad flfty ; ef 
the RosaiaBs about aix hundred eafliBred or i 
captared, aad of the Preach aad Duteh the 
exceeded three thoaaaad. The BagUah 
eeemed to be aaarked ou^ aa aa uaaaaal 
received wuuuda* 

The enemy haviag takea a vtfy atroag 
and beina to eapeetatioa of a rciaftnroea 
duke of YoriL reaolved npoa aaether attack 
the eiectioa of new works, aad whea he had 
knowledge of the arrival of fireah trooaa to 
him. The Baaaiana had a graator ahaie 
actioa of the aiath of October thaa la the 
and they were ao viaorously reaiated, that Sir Ral^ 
Abercromble waa 4^Hged to advaace with a atnang 
body to tbeir relief. The whole hoetBe force thea 
put itaelf in motion, and the aetiott, which 
general ahmg the law. from limmea to the 



ia thb 



terminated to the honour of die iavadera, aa they 
were left maatera. of the fleld; but the lorn oa both 
eidea waa very aevere, and tte eaemy, 
after received a retoforeement of aia 
troona, maiataiaed their poaitioa betweea Bevei^ 
wyck aad Wyck-op-Zee. 
The allied army aow fouad itoelf placed to a 



aitaation ao critical aa to require 

Biilitdry taleato, united with the «mm* hmw 

experience, to direct ita fotore operatiaaa. Directfy 

oppeaito lay the eneaqr, in a peaitioB r 

impregnable, aad rendered eoafldent by the 

aion of atrength Jaat received. A naked, f 

and exbauated country, acarcoly afferdlne 

for the weanded, extended aU around. The right 

wing of the allied army waa indeed pro t ected by 



the ocean; bat a conalderaUe body of troopa, 
occupymg an almaat i n acoea a ible poeitieB, ' 



ened the left The weather, toe, etace the ' 
ef the aixth ef October, had aet to with iai 
ed todemeaey ; aad it waa with extreOM difltoahy 
that tte anrant aeceeeitiee ef the troopa coald he 
aupplied. To theae complicated evila the 



army lay espoaed on the unahelteted eamkhilla ef 
North Holland, while the etadrheldariaa party 
remained toactive, aad apparency fodlBereat to 
the ea cc eea of the coaamon caaeek Uader theee 
drcuaMtaaoee, ttie dnke ef York, to the eveaiag et 
the aeveath, the night beiag extremely dark, aad 
the rain deaoeadiag in torreata, issued aa aaax- 
pected order tu the troops to asaeBahl^• aad at tea 
o'ctock ihfi whole anay was to ftill retivat towarda 
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JU thfir «mM not, 
Ib the t&iom of a aaporior amv 
cenrirtprtiMe Iom, tiM didui oi York 9mi adoilEal 
Milohall imtaTOl into a negotiatioii with c«n«nU 
Mnne, and on tha flevmitaenth of Oetobor aa ■iiiiii 
tieo WM ocTOodvpoa, in which it was stipulated tiiat 
the ooBbmed Riksliah and Binrian amy ohoeld 
evacuate the lerritoriea of tfie Batavian i«|pablle br 
the thirtieth' of November ; that the Dutch adDiiraJ» 
De Whiter, ahenld be ooandered m eaohasied ; 
that the noumted batteries at the Holder should be 
restored in their presoat state ; that eight thonsand 
of war, Freneh and Sataviaas, taken 
the a ee se a t ranipaign, aad now detained in 
Knyland, should be res tor ed wittont ooadltioas to 
their re s p e cti » e oeuatries ; aad that m^Jor^pBaeral 
Knox should rsaMm with the Fkendi to cuaraatee 
ihe exeeadoa of this ooBTeatlsa. The propositioa 
riateiian the Bataviaa fleet smreadeied bv 
lira] Storj, which was adraaoed by geaend 
le, was rseeived with iadignatioa ; ind die 
threateaed, ia oise of ponoToraaee oa this 
^mat, to out the sea^kes, and iaaadato the whole 
oouatoy. Nearly fNor thousaad Ihitah dusei tois 
wekre brought to BugieaC with the British troops, 
who were embaiked without delay : aad the Ras- 
•iaas were leaded aad quartered in Gaemsey aad 
Jeiaey. 
Ia this yetf, the ionrliUBg settlemeat of Sori- 
was wrested tfaaai the Dutch by a body of 
oeDeeted la the isiaads of Oveaada, St. 
lad M aitlBieo, by Beutonaat guaeial IVigge, 
aadenbarfcedlDa board two Haeoffhatlle ships aad 
ftve frigates, under the oonuaaad of vieemdaiirU 
lord omA SeyuMMV. Oa their arriral off the 
UMuth or the livur Suriaan, goveraor Frsdsriei 
capitulated, oa the twsatiedi of Angwt, withoat 
Arlag a gun. The British aavy, duriag the whole 
of 1Mb year, did aot lose a sla^ ▼essel of war ; 



uZ: 



while tweaty ftigatao, eorrettos, aad lun*n^ he- 
hmgiag to Fraaee, aad tan to Spaia, wsie eitlMr 



Unadred had asssadJed, fiDod with Mtonlshmeat 
aad discruet; aad aMiongh Laden Boimapexto, 
bcother to the general, was at this time its presi- 
deat, aa uproar arose oa the eatraace of the latter, 
ia wbieh erea his Mfe was endangered, until gun- 
oral Lefslnrre at length rushed into the hall with a 
body of anaed grenadiera, aad resroed their chief 
from the dangers with which he was eavirooed. 
The meaibers mstaatly deereed tiiat the oooadl of 
Aadeats had ao power to iavest Bnoaaparto widi 
tin oommaad, as that aatikoiity oeuld be eoalbmd 
by tte directory alone, aad aa outlawry was pro- 



hut thepresideat refused to proaouace the 
against his brother, and quitted tbm diahr. 



TmiHedialuly pistols and ponards were p: 
to hii biuost to eonmel him to resume his odice, but 
ha rseuiaed lafleaiUe uatH tiM military atiived to 
his psotectioa. The chamber was sooa cleared of 
die meaibefs of the coaacil, aad cries of " Long 
Uve the republic r ** Long lire Buonaparte I" seat 
Avth by the adUtary, aaaouaoed tfie ereat and the 
means by which it was accomplished. The first iai- 
petlbot inteiligenoe of these eveato had iUled the 
metropolis with appreheasioa ; but ao sooner were 
the enounstaaces atteadiag Uds military usurpa- 
tioa made kaewn, than the Farisiaas appeared 
ovojjoyed at the fiaal subversioB of the Jacobin' 
power, and cherished the4iope of a aew aad better 



The Dateh aary any be 
eaid to have beea imnibJIated. Ia additisn to the 
strips of war seised by adarfral MitcheU hi the 
Nieure Diep snd the TexeL the BatavUm republio 
lost a lorty-gaa ship, the Hortog Vaa Braaswiek, 
ia the Straits of Suada ; aad as the seHora were 
obviously dlsaf ectsd to the aew gorenuaeat, all 
further ezertloae by sea, oa the part of that power, 
were iaterdictod. 

THB FRENCH DntBCTORT OTKRTHROWN— 

BUONAPABTB ICADB FIRST CONSUL. 

Tib French d ii e e t wy, which had long beea ia 
the emjoyamat of smaeme power, was rapidly 
imiag tewaids ito dfasolation, when'Buoaaparto 
arriVed from Bgvp^ *>mI ^if** reosiTod ia Faris 
urith every possible d a n is n s lr ation of pubHoiavoar. 
The Abbe Sieves, eoastaatly iatriguiag, was 
secretly gratifted with ttie populartty eajoyed by 
Buonaparte, aad, after disrlnslng to him oertala 
mnofectt which he eatertaiaed, eeacitod his powei^ 
nil aid, for the purpose of carryiag them iam 
execatloa. At Ave o'dock ia the meraiag of tha 
eighteenth of Bnoaatoe, (Noveaibor the aiath,) by 
a aiaaanvre of ttie eoaspirators in the ooaaail m 
Aasieats, it was proposed, without lawiialiaaag 
with the d i reetor y , that the aisembly should ad- 
ioam to St. Cloui ; that geaeial "^ 
■teuld be chaned to pat Iha dear 
tion ; and that mr that aurpose he ihsald be ap- 

of all the ftiuee ; which belag 



The oaistiBg oonstltation beiag dissolved, a pia> 
visioaal goverameat was appoiated, ceasistiiig of 
three consids. Sieves, Duces, end Boooaparte,who 
were iavested with the full powers of the dlreotorv, 
aad/ oa the foUowiag day, eatered apoa the pubao 
faactioas at the palace of the Laaemboorg. The 
legislativo ooBnausioaen at the same time ceai- 
Bisnced their sittings. Ia fenaiBg the new adada- 
lotiatton, Lneien Buonaparte was ooastitutedadais- 
ter of the iaterior, and M. Talleyrand reinsteted in 
UsottoeofmiaisterferforeiaaaflUri. AnewooB' 
stitation was shortly after sabaiitted to the Freach- 
aatftoa, and almost uaauhaously approved. It 
slated of aa exeeative composed ot three 
one beariag the title of chief, and In fcot 
lag aH the authority; a Ceoservative Seaaie, 
pesed of eighty mendwim, appohitad for lii», aad 
aoadaated by the coosals 3 aad a Legislattve Body 
of three haadred meari>ers, with a tmaaato of oav 
Baoaaparte was nominated flnt or chief 
lol foe a tena of tei 




by a great 
aolved. Buoaapai 
tioae, aaaoaaebig his 
of die city guard aad 

to s a pport their geaeral ia hiseadaavaura to 
to the public the tilnariwfi of Bbeety, vietfty, aad 
peace. He thea mardied tea t h ei ^ aad troops to 
the ThuDleriee, aad gaarded every avenae to that 
plaoe so eiketaally, that ao oaa waa penaltted to 



pass. Three of the'direetom, aad aU the dtiaeas of 
Fteis, were, for the first time, acqualated with the 



prooaediags that had taken place-by the prarliaai 
tions with whkh the walls of the capital soon be> 
eiBM nianaided. The director, Barras, who had 
lafused to give ia his resignation, was exiled toUe 
eoaatry seat aader a gaard of cavahry, whBe Oa* 
heir aad MouHus reanained ataaost passive speeta- 
tora of the etents whidi deprived ttem of power, 
aad imposed a new form of goverameat myoalheir 
eoaatry. In the meaa ttaae ttw coaadl of Five 



BUONAPARTE MAKBS PROPOSALS OF 
FBAGB-RBJECTBD BY THB BRITISH 
OOVERNMBNT. 

Taraew soveruiga of Fkaaee, as he had aew us 

, fiadiag hlaiself quietly placed iaaos- 

sr, and of Uie palace ol^tha 

a letter to the kiag of Great 

Britain, on Cfaristasas day, for the purpose of ea- 



Duraoso 
•tladoa for pe a se. ** Called by tha 
each aattoa," said he, ** to ooc apy 
ttie fonst BMgistracy of the republic, 1 thiak it pro- 
mto ottee.toBmke adirect 



CsHagoa a 
' ofthe 



luukat&sa of it to year nmfeetv. The war which 
has far eight years ravaged the mar quartsn of ttie 
world, mart it beeteraalf Are there ao BMaas of 
ooraiag to aa aaderstaadingt Hew can tte two 
awat aalii^teaod natitee of Burope, jpowerfsl aad 
straag beyoad what tiMir safoty aad ndepeadeaea 
», aaoriiee, to ideas of veia graadear, com- 



presparity, aad peaeit How ja it that they 
do aot foel Oiat peace ii of the 4nt ' 
weB as the Ugfaoet glory t These a 
aet be foraiga to tiie heart of year m^osty, 
reigas over a free aatloa with the sole view of raa- 
doriag it haray. Year ma^tf wiB see fa tUs 



mysiaoere wishto cout iihu t e ^■■>— »^— y, 
for the seeoad time, to a gisneral paoifioatioa, by a 
step speedy, eatirely of 4 
frsm ttoee forme which, perhaps aeeeanry to> 
galse thaiBdopeadeaoe of week 
ttose that a«e sttraaa. ealy the dosha of 



other. Vraaee aad 




by 



of 
for the 



of aBaatbas, retard tte pfried 



; bat, I win veatare to say it, the 
fotoofaBdvUliedaatfoaa li attaehed to tha tenat 



aatloa of awar, whhih iavohas *a whole werid." 

UM..-Oa the foaith of Jaaaary, IfiM, a lette* 

waa esat by lord OraaeiHe to t a ii a j 1 an d, ro a taia i ag 

aa ottcial note, hi which it was obeerved, that the 
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king had gWcn f raqttent pvoofii of hit «iacero doaiM i 
for the re*«ftabUaluBeiit of oociure asd penxMUont 
(raaquiUity in Europe. He nerer wms, nor had 
been, engaged in any cont««t for a vain and falee 
glury. He had uo other view than that of maintain- 
ing, against all transgreuion, the rights and happi- 
neM of his •ul^ecta. For these he had contended 
agunst an nnprovoked attack, and, for the same 

* ejects, he was still obliged to contend ; nor oovld 
he hope that this necessity would be remored by 
entering, at the present moment, into negotiation 
with those whom a fresh roTolution had so recently 
placed In the exercise of jpow'cr in Friuice ; since 
no real advantage could ansa from such negotiation 
to the great and desirable object of genexiil peace, 
until it shoold distinctly appear that those causes 
had oeased to operate which originally produced 
die war, and by which it had since been protracted, 
and, in more than one instance, renewed. The 
same system, to the preralence of which France 
justly ascribed all her present miseries, was that 
which had also involved the rest of Europe in a 
long and destroctive warftre, of anatare long since 
unknown to the practice of ciriliaed nations. For 
the extension of this system, and for die eKtormi. 
nation of all established governments, the resoorees 
of Firanoe had. from year to ^ear, and in the midst 
of the moat ui^Mcralleled distress, been larished 
and exhausted. To that indiscriminate spirit of 
deetructSon the Netheriands, the United Provinces, 
the Swiss Cantons, (his msjesty's ancient friends 
and allies,) had suceessivelT been sacriAced. Ger- 
many had been ravaged ; Italy, though then res- 
cued from its inradors, had been made the scene of 
unbounded rapine and anarchy. His majesty had 
himself been compelled to maintain an arduous and 
burdensome contest lor the independence and ex- 
istence of kdj kingdom. Nor bad these ralamitiaa 
been confined to Europe alone,; they had been ex- 
tended to the most distant quarters of the world, 
and to countries so remote, both in situation and 
interest, firom the present contest, that die very 
existence of such a war was perhaps unknown to 
those iHio fbnnd themselves suddenly inrolved in 
all its horrors. While such a s^tem continned to 
jKrerail, experience had shown tnatno defoace, but 
that of open and steady hostility, could ba arailing. 
Greatly, Indeed, would bis m^esty r<ooice, when- 
aver it should appear that the dangers to which his 
own dominions, and .those of his allies, had been 
so long exposed, bad really ceased ; whenever he 
should oe satisfied that the necessity of resistance 
waa at an end ; that, after die experience of so 
many years of crimes and miseries, better princi- 
ples had ultimately j^revailed in France ; and diat 
all the gigantic p rqycct s of ambition, end aU die 
restless schemea of destruction, which had endan- 
gered the verjr existence nt dvil society, had, at 
lengthy been finally relinquished; but the convic- 
tion of sudi a change conUL result oiily iiom expe- 
zieace, and fnm the evidence of facts. The best 
and most natural pledge of its realitr and perma* 
nence would be the restoration of that fine of 
princea which, for so many centuries, maintained 
the FVench nation in prosperity at home, and in 
consideration and respect abroad; such an event 
would at once have removed, and would at any 
time remove, aU ofaetacles in the way of negotiation 
fsr neaee. His nM«esty made no daim to prescribe 
to France what should be the form of her govern- 
ment, or in whose hands she should yeat die antbo- 
rity necessary lor conAicting the albirs of a great 
and powerful nation : he looked only to the security 
of hu own dominions, and those of his aUea, and 
to the general safety of Europe. Wheaerer he 
should judge that such security conldL in any man- 
ner be obtained, he would eagerW.embrace the op- 
portunity to concert with his aiUes the means of 
unmediate and general pacification. 

In the reply tu tfaie answer of the British cabmet, 
dated the ft m rteenth of January, Buonaparte renew- 
ed the assertion that France was not the aggraasor 
in the war ; that, so far from having provoked it, 
aho had, from the oomiBiencement of her reroiutiou, 
a<demnly. proclaimed her love of peace, her disin- 

, eWnirtnn to conouests, and her respect for die in- 
dopendeaee of all governments ; and it was not to 
be doubted that, ooeupied entirely at that time 
with her own internal affairs, she would have 
avoided taking part in these of Suxene, and would 
have nmained faithful to her deobntioiw: bat, 



Mthe 



from an apposite diapoaitlott, as 
revolution had broken out, almost aU 
entered into a league for its destruction, 
on aU sidee, the republic could not but extend mil* 
versally the efforts of her defence ; and it was 
only for the maintenance of her own independence 
that ahe had made use of those means which 9hm 
possessed in hor own strength, and tho oonrago of 
her catiaens. 

In the answer which luid Grenville forwarded on 
the twentieth of January, the king exp re ssed hia 
concern in observing diat the nnprovoXed aggrea- 
sions of Fcanoe, the Mle cause and origin of the wir, 
were syatematiBally defended by her present mler* 
under the same iiourious pretences by whkdi ^^"9 
were originally attempted to be disguised. Hm 
miyeety rafnsed to enter into the refutation of alle- 
gations then universally exploded, and, in so Ur an 
they respected his condnct, not only in theaaoiree 
utterly groundless, but conttadicaed bedi by the 
internal evidence of the tnai tactions to witich dray 
related, and also by the express testimony (givwa 
at die time) of the government of Franee itself.^— 
The French minister was referred to the first 
of the British gOTemment for Us majesty^ o] 
of the preaent overtures. 

MEFTING OF PARLIAMENT— FINANCE— 
SUBSlDIES-^DEBATfiS ON THE WAR. 

ArTBX the adjoummeal, die first sulgcot of fus- 
portance that engaged the attention of parBaaacnt 
was the correspondence wbidi had recendy faireif 
place between the British and French govern- 
ments. Ministers inqoired what possible advantagw 
could result from a negotiation with Franee at thw 
moment, and aaked whether the consular govern, 
ment presented m greater certainty of a fovourafalo 
termination of a treaty than any of the revoludon- 
ary governments whkh had preceded it : the mi- 
nori^, on the other hand, animadverted on die 
precipitation of ministers in closing the doer at 
onoe to an hopes of padfieation. The y^tactiim o# 
the overtures made by the first consul was, bower- 
er, approved by deddied migorities in bodi bouses ; 
and it was accMdingly determined Co carry on tho 
war on an extensive scale. To enable the alliea t» 
bring the greatest possible onmber of troops into 
the field, negotiatuma were immediately entered 
into with the cmporor, the duke of Wirtemberg, 
and the elector of Bavaria: tho army of Conde. 
and the Swiss regiment of Rovora, were also taken 
into the pay of England ; and it was proposed, and 
a gr e e d to by parliament, to enable the treasury to 
advance the sum of five hundred thousand pounds 
until the subsidiary treatiea had been signed and 
adjusted. 

The military and naval forces deemed necessary 
for the sorrioe of tho year 1800 were nearly the 
same as in 1700. Pitt, in detailing die menus for 
raising the supply, estimafctd the income tax at fiva 
million three hundred thousand pounds, exdusirfi 
of one minion aevpa hundred thousand pounds, ap- 
pvonriated to the payment of interest for thirty^two 
million fire hundred thousand poands ; but his ex-' 
presaed the strongest expectation diat it would turn 
out to better account, lie had negotiated a loan 
of ei^itaen million Ato hundred thousand 



the surplus of the consolidated fund be reckoned at 
about four million pounds: exchequer bills tinue 
miUion ponndb ; and an advance of three mfflioa 
pounds, bearing no intermt for six years, flrom the 
bank, as a premium for the renewal of the charter 
for twenty-one yean, with the incidental sources of 



.«..«•», made vp the required sum of thirty-nine 
milUoa five hundred dmusand pounds. These fin- 



a pioposals, wMdi underwent a variety of 
strietui^ from the vigilant observation of Tmraey, 
were ultimately carried. 

Pitt having moved, on the seventeenth of Feb- 
ruary, for an advance of fivn hun<ta«d thousand 
pounds to the emperor of Germany, it was opposed 
with great energy by Tiemey, who conjured tiie 
house to recoUect that the war had now oontinned 
seven years, at the expense of two hundred mfltton 
pounds, on the pretext of Its being just and neces- 
sary. JustitcouIdnotbe,if dMOb|ectof itwenta 



force upon the French nation the ruatoration of die 
Bourbons ; noc neoecsaiQ^, because we had refiaaed 
to negotiate when the opportunity was presented 
to us. If this sum were granted, aoeh largec 
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md ^Mv wo wtm to utImi 

ia • cftOM Ibr which no 

or InteDlgfble re*«m oonld be maAgoed, 

1b« tBinfaten to nane one. Pitt 
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tfboie propodllloiks fhey had been gvldoil hi their 
proccediD|;i ; and thnt the reaolutiooa now olS»rcd 
Were tho«e artideB, which, if apprort^ by the lord* 
and commona of Groat Britain, they were ready to 
fooad «o d U a it a Ky ia atatinK the oftlcet of the war in 1 ronltnii and ratify, fai order that the tame might be 
a ilngia wetd •ecarity ; aecurity againat a danger i eatublLihM for crer by the matnal eonsonC of bo4i 
the g MPe rte at that had ercr threatened the world— a parliamenta. Thia addroaa, being agreod to by the 
danger which never exiatod before ia any period twor hooaoa, waa immediately tranndtted to Sag* 
of auciiaty nUeh had been felt atad reaiatedbv all ' land by lord CorawaOia. 

or Borepe, bat by none ao aoeeeoi^lly | ^^^^^ ^^ IRBLAHD qOUlfhStm. 

On the reeoad of Apifl the joint addroaa of the 

hUk legi^latare waa tte aal^ect of a meaaage from 

bb m^Jorty to both hooaoa of the Bridth paraaibent. 

Tbe meaanre waa oppoaod, ia the houao of jpeera, 

bv lord Holland J bn^ on a dlriaSon, only the earl 

of Deiby, and tae lorda Holland aad King, voted 

againat Oke motion, whllat eighty-two' anpported it 

la the commona Fitt diacoaaed the narticolar manr 

ner of carrying the meaaure into effect. Aa to the 

propriety of allowing one hundred Irish memben 

to alt in the imperial parliament, though the parti> 

ealar nomber ml|dit not be of the ilrat importanccu 

he thongUt it aofldontly auSted to the proportional 

eontributioa of the two oountriea to the poblio 

exigendea of (he emnire, and the selection waa 

rather calcidated to faronr the popular interest. 

The members Ibr cottntiea aad principal titim 

Iktmid be alxty-eight ; the reat would be dopnted 

by towns the moat oonidderaUe in population and 

wiaaltfa, thoa jnroridhig at once for the accdrity of 

Che laadMI iiftefert, and for the conrenience of 

local information ; and, aa tho propoaed addiHon 

wodid makd no dkaage la the Intomai fon* of 

BiMah fupioaauUWfoBy It woald not expose aa to 

fh« dangera of political experimeata, uodor the 

apacfana aane of reform ; experimenta whiob^ 

whaterer hia opinloa respecting reform mi|^ 

once hare been, no waa now conrinced woald be 

haaardona ia the preaent circamstancoa. Aa Jt 

might be wished that rery few of the wembem thus 

firom Ireland ahenU hold placea under th4 

ho propoaed that the number entitled to be 

ahoald be limited to twenty; and that tho 

perial parWamont ahoald aft e i u rard a regalate thia 

pomt.ao cireaaiatanooa Bd|^t aaggest. Thenamber 

of peen who' shonld lepraaont tae whole body of 

the Irish nobility waa fixed at thfarty-two. ^»ur 

would aaflloe to infonn tibo parHantent of the atate 

of the ohoreh ; aad the reat woald form a fair pro- 

portfoo, c o naideie d with reference to Oie caae of 

Bcotlaad, and the number of the Iriah eoosaioaera. 

The eleotioa of the tempoial peera for lifo he re- 

commeaded» aa more ooaformable to the apirit of 

'fhOaHty than that which waa aettled at the Scotiah 

union. Tho right reaenred for Iriah peera to ait in 

the hoaao of commona, aa repreaentaUTOs for Great 

Britain, woald reader thorn fitter to aert e thuir 

country when called to a higher aaaaialily. The 

permissioa of creating new p oe m for IialBBd he 

also jastifled ; for, dMMigh ia Bcoilaad tiie peerage 

might loag majntaia itself widiont any accession, 

fnraa the great extent of Inheritance allowed by 

the patents, then was a risk of the Irish peerage 

foot diminidiiag, on aooonnt of the Tory limited 

nature of tho aocceasiena. In die article respect i ng 

the charoh, ho aotlood the dause iatrodaoed by the 

parliaaaoat of Irdaad, proridiag for tiie preaenoe 

of the clergy of that conatry at oonTocatioaa which 

aright be held in thia iaiand, and tfie propriety of 

leaving to the imperial legialatnre the discnaaion of 

the didma of Ae cathoUca to fatoro emAncipatioa. 

The next artide, he obaorrcd, would grant a gwie^ 

ral freedom of trade, with only aneh eaceptiona aa 

might accare reoted capital, and prerent a great 

ahock to any particnlar manafoctnre, or to popular 

feara and prcgodicea : almoat all prohibitiona would 

be repealed, and only protecting dntiea to a imaO 

amount imposed on some few arttcles. 

Grey strenuoosly opposed die plan of the anion. 
His principal ol^ectMoa were firanded on ita un> 
popularity among die Iriah people ; oa the means' 
of corruption and intiaadation which had been aaed 
to aecompliah the meaaure ; and (he great diarimi- 
larity between the caae of Ireland and that of 
Scotland, with reapect to incorporating with Bng- 
laad. He coaduded by morio|[ that the aumber of 
Iriah placemea who abould rit w the united parlia- 
ment be limited to nineteen, inatead of twentY, 
which waa negattved without a diriaioa. Eariy fa 



uy aa oar own. Oar resiatance had 
eoaftoed to external force ; it had joined 
poHoy aad wiae legialatiro meaaurea to 
eppoae j acob i u lom in the boMm (he waa iorry to 
hiiTO foaad it there) of oar own conatry. How 
waa it diaoovered that Ja o uMn lsm had disappeared 
ha Franoat It was now oo a tred la one man, nnraed 
in its school, wiw had gained oelebiitv under Us 
aaspieos. aad waa at once the child ana the cham- 
ploa of na aoroddea. Oranting that two hundred 
rnDtioD poanda had been expended for the worda 
" Juat and nocesaarj," they had beea expended, he 
anid, for the beat or oaoaea, to protect the deareot 
righib, to defend the moot Talaable priTilegea, the 
laira, the Kbertiestp the happineaa oi oar country ; 
aaid, for each ofeyoela, as arach more would wo 
Miead, and ao riiach aMnro goaM we find. 

On the fifteeath of Jaaaary, KM, tho Irish nar- 
Uaaaont aset at ]>abla; and, ea die fiftti of Fenru- 
ary, a moaaa g e firom die lord-HenteDant intimated 
^e kiag'o destr etba t the resolations paaoo dly t he 
paniamaait of Great Britain diaald be aabmltled to 
the attodidra ooaaideralloB of the Iriah legialatnre : 
aad expveaaod hia hope tkmt the great (Meet to 
whMi voy relatodattpht be anatarod and com- 
pleted by the arladou of dm two paitlamenta, and 
the loyal c u Boaiioaco of dm people. Onthiaooca- 
aion the aaerefary of atate, lord Coadereagh, to 
w h noo ■iimguiaaut the bariaeaa waa intmated, 
eatoiad Into a oomprehaaaiTO view of the meaaure 
p t onoa e fi, l eomt ii a oii din g it by arginneota analogous 
to taooe of Pitt, and other adTocatea of the Union 
in the British parilament. On moring dm first 
_ after a Tehement debate, the nambera 
>, ia fiiTonr of the aMaaure, oao hundred and 
fifty-eii^t, againat it one hundred aad fifteen. The 
tiimnlta of the populaoe of Dublin were, upon ^ia 
occaaion, Tory alarming ; imd a military gnard waa 
found neoeaaary to preoorro the adToeatea of tho 
Union from personal ridenoo. In tho hooae of 
peera the ean of Clare, late lord WtigiHiiwi, ohmi' 
cellor of Irdand, on qmring the first resolution, d» 
clarod himaelf aatiafiod, firom an attendro oboerra 
tiun of what had pasaed in Ireland for the laat twen- 
ty yeaif, that the existence of her independent 
partiament had graduaUy led to her recent and 
bitter calami tiea ; and avowed that he had, for the 
preceding aevon yean, pressed apon mlaiorem the 
areent nocoarity of union. Lords Dillon, Powev^ 
court, Fkmham, aad Bellamont, declared their dli^ 
approbation of the meaaure, which was defended by 
the law lorda, Carleton and Kilwardea, and rarioua 
other peera ; after which the qoestkm upon the 
first rosolntlon was put, and earned by seventy five 
fl«ainst twenty-aix voiceo. Tbe saccoieding reaola> 
tioua were ia the courae of a few weeka passed 
through tfaii house with the same or greater tmci- 
Hty. la the course of these debates, throediflbreat 
protests, drawn with rigonr and ability, were en- 
tered upon the Journals, signed by the duke of 
Loinstor, the marquis of DownsUro, lorda Pery 
aad Moira, tho bishop of Down, and about twenty 
other )wers, expresstre of their highest indignation 
at these proceodinga. On the seventeenth of Feb- 
ruary, tlMB houao of oommona being in a general 
comndttoe. Corry, chanceDor of the exchequer, 
made an able ape(H!h in rindication of the meaaure, 
blooded, however, agreeably to the too frequent 
cuatom of the Iriah parliament, with virulent party 
and penonal reflectiona. Tho reply of Grattan, who 
had oppoaed the measure throughout with all the 
powers of eloqoence, waa ao pointed and aevere, 
that the chancellor thought proper to reaent it by a 
challenge, and a duel ensued, in which five shots 
were exchanged ; and Corry was wounded, thoojrii 
not dangerously. On the tweuty-sovcntfa of Mardi, 
the whole business being completed, lord Caode- 
rcagh moved an addreaa to bis nuOesty from tho 
commona, declaring their approbadon oi the reao- 
Intiona tranamitted to them, which they conaidered 
as wisohr calculated to form the bash of a complete 
and eatare union of tho Mao tegialatiiroa : that by 



Mfty, the remdning artldos harina been severally 
uftTosdgatod aad appreved by dedsiro 
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Pitt moT»d ttftt ta kmable mUmw be 
to Us m^Mty, acqiialntlnf bSm that tbe honae had 
proceeded throt^^h Uie great and important meaeore 
of a Icftialatiyo nnion, Which they had the aatis&ction 
to tee was nearly in strict confonuity with the 
principle laid down in his nu^esty's measace. This 
Was carried wifhont a divinon ; and, the address 
and reeolutiona beinf forthwith traaamitted to die 
honse of peers, the assent of that assembly was 
obtained witliont any material alteration. A joint 
•ddrees, as anal on great ooeaaiens, was presented 
to the throne ; and' a liiU, grounded upon the reeo- 
Intions, to take effect from the first of January, 
1801. ue first day of the ninteenth centnry, im- 
mediately passed through botii houses. On tlie 
second of July the royal assent was aren to this 
important bill ; and on the twenty-ninu the session 
was . terminkted by a, speech from flte tlirone, in 
which his miu<^sty expressed the peculiar satiifius- 
tion with whioh he congratidated the two houses of 
parliament en the success of the steps they had 
taken for effecting an entire union oetween the 
kingdoms of Great Britain and Ireland, declaring 
that he should ever consider this measure as the 
happiest event of his reign. The Irish session 
also, which had been prolonged tin the union bill 
passed in England, in order to its ratification with 
the several alterations and additions made by the 
British paritament, with other necessary regulap 
tions rospectini: the election of the Irish represen- 
tatives to the imperial legislature, was terminated 
on the second of August, and wittk it the existenoe 
of the parliament of Ireland. 

GREAT SCARGrnr-^TTBUPT ON THE 

KING'S UPB. 

The harvest of the two preoeding years had 
been very unprodnctiTe ; and the evil being en- 
hanced by the oimsomption and waste of war, a 
prodifions rise on every article of provision took 
place, the consequence of which was very wido- 
•pread and teal distress. The interference of the 
legislataro, in attempting to remedy, or af leaat to 
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naUlaleb tbe pnbUo calamity, 
fined to reeommendatory, ri 

measures. The coaomittee appointed to 

upon the sul^|ect suggeeted siichmotbeda ef 
a« appealed^most effectual for diminiAing lh« > 
sumption of com by economy and subotitiilioB« 
held nut enoouragemont to tlie extended growt 
potatoes at home, and Qtm importation of osrat fr 
foreign countries. The comnnttee at tlie 
suggested the granting of bounties tar tiM 
agement of fisheries, and proposed the tonpocarp 
bat entire disuse of com in tImdistiHeriee* Tpgiva 
effect to the prooeedings of the legislature on tkm 
Important subject his migesty issued a prodi 



tion towards tlie close of the yean .Rwommrnding 
the grsatest fmerality in the use oC evety speciee ai 
I, and exhorting and 



grain, and exhorting and charging alTmaaten €£ 
lamilies to reduce the consumption of bread, in 
their respective families, bv at least one-third of 
the quantaihr consumed in ordinary times, and in jso 
case to soflEer the same to oxoeed one quanecn loaf 
for each penon in each week. 

Another insane attempt on the life of the king 
was made this year, from which he providentinlly 
escaped. On the fifteenth of May, just at die jmo- 
ment when he had entered the royal box at Dmxy. 
lane theatre, and while bowing to the audjence witli 
his usual condesoension, a penon in the pit fired a 
horse pistol apparently at lus majesty. Pc 
seconds tite house remained in silent 
but DO sooner had they began to recover from 
siurprise, than the man who fired the 
who proved to be a discharged soldier of tira 
of Hadfield, was secured. On the twenty-aixtk et 
June he was arraigned for high treason, but it w« 
clearly proved that he had for some yean labeurod 
under a degree of insanity, in consequence of 
several desperate sabre wounds in his head, wi' 
he had reoieived when acting as a sergeant in 
British army in Holland, m 17M : he 




pronounced " Not gnilty, being under the influenoe 
of insanity at the twie the act was done ;* but he 
was, of ooune, ordered to be kept in custody. 



NOTES TO CHAPTER XXXI. 



1 Thb writer of this heard a oonfirmation of Ais 
dreadful massacre, from the Upe of chef d' brigade 
IPAfmagnac, an eye MiCness. 



"S See Buonaparte's reroaiks on this aocuaatioB, 
as given by Mr. O'Meara and count Lm Casas, in 
thdr respective vorks. 
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CHAPTER XXXII. 



th9 baitUof Mm rtmg m A rtmhtice emieimdtd to Ita lf O mm p gign im Gn'wum§,mtd Arwodte^—PlnU- 
mituiriea Suned^Jj^vomed bp tik§ Emmer or J Vimal Armutte€ pntmoMd t9 Xttgl^Md bf Ij^tmn, mmd 
r^eeetd—ArwOsttee wUk Atutrim ^roSomfed^HosiUUie* r—wm wt T remtf •[ P«w« comcimdti mt 
lAtnevUie between AtuMa tmd Frmnee-^Agmire of JSnpi^AsemfHmattom if Oetterai MOebef^-Nswrnl 
operatioms^Crtuueceesfkl attempt en Fema and CadH^Beduetfen efMmUa— Wm vMk RueHa^-Cen- 
Jhleraef ejthe Nerthern Pewere—PatUmnent Aseembled on mccou$Uof the SemreUp of Corn Pepukt- 

■*"**" ' Spee^mid Ddmtee en tks 

t tie The JHrn^e return 0f 
ftmith, mtd Swedish veo' 
y§e§onf0t Oepenhetun—^ 
ArmUtiee^Deaihofthe Bmperor PmU—Fbtml 04^metmeni with the Northern Powers Kweelen of 
Portugal fry Spain, and smbeecneni PaeiJIeatlan^Madeira oeeumled fry the EngUeh^BxpedUien to 
I^OfPt, ondMnal expmitlon of the French M *r ^fe eted in oa ti e n ofEk gi an d Convention be t w ee n Brno- 
naparte and the Popt^Naoai aettons—Attnekon the B o u logn e Flotm^^Peace between Great BrUain 
and France. 




EXCALL 07 THV RUSSIAN TROOPS-OBNOA 
BVACUATRD— BATTLB OF MABBNGO. _ 

f T1HE BiMBlan empant. Paid, Httla inclined to 
X listen to a calm investigiraon of tocta, and 
eadly led away by the hasty impidiiea of paMioo. 
oonceiTed an ineaperable diagtut at the unexpected 
dieasten which had befUlen his tnions in Switser- 
laud and in HoDand,at the cloee of the last campaign, 
and recalled his whole anay from tlie scene of ao- 
The azchdoke Charles, too, who g afo lair 
of emulating the example of die most re- 



nowned warriors, had. by the crooked policy and 
nUnuns inflaence of me Anlic cooncfl, which had 
controlled his operations and thwarted his riewe, 
been deprired en the command of die Austrian 
troops ; and diey were now led by tfie reteran 
general Kray in Oennany, while Meias continDed 
to ooauaand the imperial force employed in Italy. 
The tatet operation of any censeqoence was the 
siege of Genoa by the Austrians. who were assisted 
by an Bngiish oquadnm vnder the command of 
loid Keith. Massena defended the city with a ri- 
gour and reaointion which hare seldom been lor- 
pesseJ ; and, after the loss of many thouaand Urea 
on both sides, funlne alone induced him to eater 
feato a treaty, which was condnded on terms 
honowalile to die defenders, and, on the Iborth of 
«ane, Genoa was eracoated. In the mean time 
Buonaparto collected a powerfol army of reaerre in 
the plains of Borgmidy, of which he took die com- 
mand early in May, and immediately prepared for 
croMiog that formidable mountain, the Great 8l 
Bcmanl. Haring effected the passage* aldiough a 
design BO rabt had not been attempted since the 
days of Hannibal, he pursued his march into Italy, 
and, dearins all obstacles, obtained poss e ss i on of 
Milan and Paria. Crossing the Po, he defeated 
the Anstriansat Mont(rtiello ; and on the sixteenth 
of Jane, on die plain between Aleasandria and 
Tortona, was fougbt the famous batde of Marengo. 
Here the rigonr of the Anstrians seemed long to 
promise rictory to their efforts. They turned die 
wings of die French, and forced the centre to ISdl 
beck ; and Meias eren flattered himself with the 
hope of cutdng off die retreat of the diMrdcred 
troops. But when the chief consol, who was in die 
heat of action, almost despafared of soccess, general 
Desaix appeared with a corp' de reserve, and 
changed the fortune of the day ; he feD, howfrer, 
in the attempt. A new line was formed ; Che Ans- 
trians were checked in their career; and, though 
they stiO exhibited marks of obstinate courage, 
ther were at length totally rooted. In this memo- 
rable battle, which might well decide the fate of 
Italy, about ten thousand of their number were 
killed, wounded, or made prisoners^ but not with- 
out a loss equauy serere on the part of the con 



peror, and was feOowed by a piopooal flrem the 
yanqidshed general for an amdMice, which he pur- 
chased by the resdtntion of Genoa, and die sur- 
render ofthe citadels of Milan, Turin, Tortona, and 
odier fortresses. Buonaparte then went to Milaa 
to re-establish the Ctsalfrtne republic, which he de- 
clared a free and independent nadon. 

The Fkench army under Moreau had entered 
SuaUa at the latter end of ApriL where it was op- 
posed by eenerai Kray, and, arter raiious move- 



importanee, diey at length 
veiled the Anstrians to retire, took pom e ss ton of 
Munich, leried contxibudone on tlie Elector of Ba- 
varia, and threatened the hereditary states of the 
emperor. Thus pressed, the Anstrians deemed it 
expedient to consent to an annlstioe (dmt in Italy 
not extending to Germany), which was concluded 
with Moreau on the fifteenth of July. Count St. • 
Jnlien was sent to Paris by the Austrian court, 
where he signed preliminaries of peace with Franco 
on the basis of die treaty of Campo Formic ; bat the 
emperor, haTing entered into a new compact widt 
Great Britain, by which it was agreed that neither 
party should concdnde a peace wliich did not com- 
prehend die other, formally disavowed it, and 



fused to conclude anv treate, unless BngJsnd 
included in it. At me begmning of September a 



proposal was made dmugh M. Otto, the French 
commissary, residing in London, to the British mi 
nistcrs, for concluding a naval armisfice, on which 
condition alone the first consul would consent to 
prolong die one with Austria, and a long corres- 
pondence took place on the euMect ; but it evident- 
ly appearina ^t die only otjject of Bnonaparto 
to obtain an opportunity of sending suppHes 



.ipori 
to Malta and AlsKandria. both of which were strict- 
ly blockaded by an English squadron, and as anew 
arndstioe was, during the negotiation, condoded 
with Austria, on condidon of the surrender of fte 
tiiree important finlresses of QUipsburgh, Ulm, 
and Ingoldstadt, by which the French serured an 
opening into the hereditary states of Austria, the 
proposal was ultimately rQcctod on the nindi of 
October. This amdstice tenninated on the twenty- 
ninth of November, when Moreau resumed offen- 
siTo operadoos, and the archduke John at first ob- 
tained some advantage ; but In a g^eral attack on 
the lines at RobenHnden, on the third of December, 
die Anstrians were entirely defeated, and in con- 
sequence the French gafaied posses si on ef Salts- 
burg. In the space of twenty days from the re- 
commencement of hostilities, the Anstrians lost 
forty diousand men, killed, wounded, and prison- 
ers, while that of the Fteach was compaiatiTely 
small. 

PEACB BETWEEN AUSTRIA AND FRANCE. 

__ , , Ths archduke Charles, who now took the su- 

qucrors. This defeat mined the hopes of the em/ preme command, slifeg no hope of an efltetual 
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iMuttanoe, proposed another arnktiro, wUeh was of BoTeraeuf Bay.^ TboM czplolte, 



ugroed to; And, the Hlarming sitaation of tho em- 
peror liannc induced the Britbh goreminont tn 
reloaM him from the tsmw of hit alUance, a deflnl- 
liTe treaty of peaoo wan signed at LoneTiue eo tfie 
ninth of rebruary, 1801, by which Prance obtained 
a cesfliob of all tlMi German territories on the left 
bank of the Rhine, makAig tliat r^er, from die 
pluoe where it leares Switaeilaad to that where it 
enters UoUand, the boandary of die new repnblki ; 
thas realisin|! the original prmeets of the irat re- 
vetutMmists. The aa|msil>on of tMs tenilary imtmy 
ed one of the chief hanienp against the encroach- 
of France in the north el Buiope* Bvt, 



many others of a similar natnreiy pat an actani elop 
to the coasting trade of the enemy, and tnterevptevl 
the supplies intended for the ieet at Brest. 

In August an eapeditioa was fitt»^ out, „ _ 
the oommand of Sir Jamee Murray Pultaaey 
Sir John Borlase Warren, whoso first destinatMB 
wee against the Spanish port of Ferrol. 
troops were landed, howerer, the place 
toe strong to l>e attacked with any prospect of 

BlinQi 



, and the httempt was therefore rel 
A more formi^thle nrce> both nnval and 
was sent against Cadia, ui|i*r lord KjoHh and 
Ralph Ahereroa^kie ; but at a pestilent disorder 



meats of France in , „ ^ . — ,, — ^^ ^. ^ ^ 

that no doiAt might bo U-H ef tfie deteimuiatiea of 4 raged im the dty, whif;h was nevertlielesa capahte 
hnnoe to orerawe tlm empire, by the oontinual of making a lopig resiatance ; and as tlm army had 
fear of hostile incursions into Ctannaay, thexestkn- another and aMte important olQect in view, the 
tion of Duiseldorf, Ehraabreitrtein, Fhilipsbnrrit, expulsion of the Fkench Iran Sgyp^ the intentioB 
Clamel, Kehl, and Brisac, on the light bank of vie I of attacking Cadia was also abandoned. 
Rhine, were rendered of Uttlo ralne, by a atipnla- 1 Malta, so inoustly seised by Buonaparte, in his 
tion that they should remain in the aame state hi voyage to £gyp<> had new experienced a uockasto 

of two years both by sea and land, daring which 
time general Vaabois, the French goreraer, Imd 
been aummonod no less than eif ht times. At 
leneth, all hopes of leoeiring supi»lies from France 
this troa^, to settle the indemnities to be aeeurpd > haVing vanished, a part of the garrison left the port 



which tiiey were at the moment of theireracastieii, 
that is, in ruins. France, therefore, retiMned the 

Cower of interposition in the aflhirs of- Germany, 
y tiie fight which she had raserred to heraelf, by 



to the German princes, who were proprietors of the 
territory ceded to her on the left bankof the Rhine, 
and by her ability, in cooseqnenoe of these ocs- 
sions, to make sudden irruptions into the heart of 
the hereditary states of Austria. Istria, Dalmatia, 
and the Venetian isles in the Adriatic, were se- 
cured to Austria, together with Venice, the Bocca 
<li <7attaro, the canau and the eountry included be- 
tween the hereditary states of Anatria, the Adriatic 
sea, and the Adige, from the Tyrol to the mouth of 
that sea ; the towing-path of the Adige to fonn the 
fine of lunitation. France took to herself, and for 
ner Tassal, the ItaUan r«>nUic, or kingdom, as it was 
soon destined to be. the dominions of the grand duke 
9f Tuscany, and the Modcnese, whoso sovereigns 
were to be iudemniAed, for the territory thus wrest- 
ed from them, by other territories, to he wrested, 
in like manner from tlie aorereign princes of Ger- 
many. 

AFFAIRS OF EGYPT— NAVAL OPBRATIONS 

—MALTA TAKEN. 

ArrsB Buonaparte's ffight txmu T^gJV^p Keneral 
Kleber entered mto a cooTeotion, at'El Ansa, with 
the commander of tho Turkish forces, by which he 
agreed to evacuate that country, on the condition 
ef the unmolested return of the French troops to 
Europe. This convention, which was signed on the 
twenty-fourth of January, havinff been referred to 
Sir Sidney ^mith by the Turks, it received his 
sanction ; but the Bntish cabinet, without being, 
aware of Sir Sidney's share in the transaction, con* 
sidercd that it would be highly impolitic to suffei 
toch a French force to arrive in Europe, to act 
against the emperor, their ally, and therefore in- 
structed lord Keith, the commander of the British 
fleet in the Mediterrimean, not to ratify it. . That 
admiral accordinfly sent a letter to Kleber, ac- 
quainting him that he had received positive orders 
not to agree to any capitulation with the troops un- 
der hb command, unless they should consent to 
surrender themselves priiooers of war, cot to go to 
France until exchanged, and to deliver up all the 
•hips and stores in the port of Alexandria. Kle- 
ber, indignant at this uneapected turn of ailUrs, 
apprised tho Turks that there was an end to tho 
convention ; after wliich hostilities were renewed, 
and Homo considerable advantages were gained by 
the French. After dispersing the army of tho 
grand Virfer, and qucUlDg an insurrection in Cairo, 
he. It as assassinated by aTurkish emissary, and was 
succeeded in Lis authority by general Menou. 

>In the course of the snrorotir, the western depart- 
ments of France were frequently menaced by the 
appearance of hostilo armaments. Sir Edward Pel- 
lew, in tho Impetifeux, with a flying squadron, and 
three troop-ships, made an attack cm Quiberon on 
tho fourth of June, in which some batteries were 
destroyed, but Fort Pcnthievre proved too strong 
to be reduced. The same commander also, in an 
attempt upon the Morbihan, seised several sloops 
and gun-veaseU, and burnt a corvette. Sir Joian 
Borlase Warten Ukevriso succeeded in an attack on 
a convoy at anchor near a fort within the Pen- 
marks, and in the destruction of fifteen sail of mei^ , , ^ 

chantmen and four armed vtMscls within tbs sands [ W allien, and tlu catsned with famine at home, was 



with two IVeneh frigates, one of which was takep, 
bat the other etM»ped the vigilance of the Biiiaah 
squadron. A few davs after tins, the magaanae of 
provisions being exhausted, general Vanbeis ae- 
aemliled a conned of war, when it was determined 
to capitulate, and on tlte fifUi of SepteoKber the 
island was surrendered into tiie hands m the British. 
In April the island of Goree* 01 ttte opaat ef 
Africa, surrendered to commodore Sir Chariee 
Hamilton, without resistance : omd in fluiCimlMii 
the Island of Curaeoa, in the West Indies, one of 
the few remaining colonies of the Ba^vian repub- 
Uc, voluntarily placed itself under the jpcotoctaea 
of his Britanxuc nu^csty. 

WAR WITH RUSSU>-NOBTHERN €OK. 

FBDERACY. 

KoTwiTBSTARDiNO ttiese soeoesaes, the doae of 
the eighteenth century was marked by droenft- 
stances of a gloomy and discouraging natve te 
England. Prance had reduced the conffatsit ef 
Europe to that ritimtion which enabled her, 
without the fear of opposition, to paroal ovt fta 
rious states at . her pleasure, a very Itree 
of the territory induded between the Tesel 
the Bay of Naples being occupied by he 
and vassals, or by princes who trembled nt her 
frown. Prussia, indeed, and Russia, had not yet 
bent beneath the weight of her arms, nor sunk be- 
fore the machinatians of her intriguing qpfrit ; hut 
the emperor Paul, forsaking his iJUance with Bag- 
land, had become her enemy, and oompUning ef 
her maritime encroachments, he stopped aR the 
British vessels in his ports, on the idle adle^ation 
of the detention of Malta, to which he claimed a 
right. In consequence of the assumed a u^ orfty ef 
ffrand master of the order of knights of St. John of 
Jerusalem. He even sent the seamen into confoie- 
ment, sequestered aO British property en ahoae, 
and put seals on all warehouses containing Eng- 
lish goods. The Prussian monardi, who had far 
some time held the scale of victory in hns hands, 
indulged his ancient jealousy of the bouae of Aus- 
tria, contemplated her homuiatioo with pleaswe, 
and passively looked on whOe France waa tramp. 
ling on the institutions of sunpoundina stato, 
vainly imagining that he possemed the ahflky to 
stop ner career whenever her efRvtB should be 
directed against himself, and, more efl cctually to 
favour her views. Joined a hostile confWeracy ef 
the nordiem powers, which had been recently 
foimed against England. 

The pxuciples ofthis compact had been adopted 
and acted upon by Denmark and Sweden ; the 
right of search baa been actively resisted : and all 
the communications which had taken place be- 
tween Great Britain and the northern ponwers only 
seemed to demonstrate the firm nvolntion of ^e 
latter to persist in a line of conduct, which must 
reduce this country to the necessity of either sub- 
mitting to a violation of her acknowledged rij^rta,or 
of resistingthe assertion of those hostilo prmd^ce 
by arms. This confederacy, aiming a de^y blow 
at the maritime power of Great Britain, at a period 
of severe pressure, when forsaken by her conCinen- 
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a cottttlerptirt of die mgi no ff u ble mnncd neutrality , Britain and Ireland Kbis, Def^m^tr of Ihe Pitftb.** 
of ITM, wUeh bad the same o^ect In riew. An . On the. aanie day the neat leal of Britain was 
afeqoieaoence in aueli ciaima, wlilch went the length I ddiTered np and deAicec^ and a new seal for the 



of maintaining the right of a neutral power, how 
erer insignificant, to earry on, in time of war» die 
trade of a belligerent, and to anpply her with whatp 
erer wai neceraary Ibr the support of the contest 
in which she was engaged, wonld have been eqnalty 
dAQgerons and diihonoifrable ; tor if the principle 
were once admitted, that free bottoms made free 
goods, and tliat no merchantmen eonld be snl^fect- 
ed to seardi which were under ih» protection of a 
ship of war. a Danish or a Swedish frigate might 
cover the whole trade of France, and exempt her 
from the expense of insurance, and the riak of 
captaore. It was a claim which took ih>m maritime 
sepeiiority all its lawfifl advantages — sheltered 
weakness beneath tiie flag of fraacT— and contra- 
Tsned all tlio principles which, for a oentmnr, had 
regnlated tkm conduct of naval powers. It was, 
therefore, resolved to resist tlds combination to 
the ntsBost ; and every attempt at procuring re- 
dress by negotiation having failed, the most active 
preparations were made to extort it by arms. 

GREAT SCARCITY— POPULATION RBTURNB. 

TBI British parliament ass emb led for the last 
time on the eleveiith of ^feT0mbcr, 1800, previous- 
ly to which the increased price of provismns had 
Men prodnctivo cf a degree or public distress al- 
most unequalled. The crop of this vear, like that 
ef the preceding, had been generally deficient in 
every country in Europe, ^nd the scarcity bore 
every symptom of long continuance. The sober 
and indttstnotts classes of tno labouring poor sus- 
tained their hardships witii laudable patience ; and 
though there were some riots in the metropolis, 
and various parts of the country, no general ebul- 
lition burst forth that required la be suppressed 
by bloodshed. To alleviate the pubbe distress, the 
dangerous measure of a maximum wai*, on the fifth 
of December, brought forward in pariiament by the 
earl ot Warwick, who proposed to fix the highest 
valne of wheat at ten smllinra per bushel, although 
the actual price was at that time more than twenty 
abiUhigs ; but the false and mischievous notion of 
an artificial scarcity, upon wWch this proposal pro- 
ceeded, was exploded by the calm wisdom of par- 
liament; the motion was rejected with maAed 
dfsappnK>ation ; and the legislature confined its 
efforts to suggesting^ expedients for diminishing the 
consumption and encouraging the foreign supply. 
High bounties were granted un importation ; the 
iwking of mixed and mferior Hour was enforced by 
act of parliament ; tiie distillation of spirits teom 
grain was prohibited ; and, to the honour of the 
wealthier part of the community, the hand of cha- 
rity was huo liberally opened. 

Among other causes of dearth, the great increase 
ef the population vras repeatewy mentioned ; and 
in the course of the session a bill was brought into 
parliament, by Abbot, for ascertaining the fact. 
When it appeared, open an actual enumeration of 
•th^ people of Great Britain, tiiat they amounted to 
nearly eleven million, a result exceedhic the hirh- 
est previous coiQecture : and it is probdMe tiiat Ute 
aggfegate population of Great Britain and Inland 
amounted at this period to seventeen mlBlons. 

The discussion of the late nesotiations, which 
oeenpted a oart vt this short sesnon, produced no 
debates of importance ; and, the suf^plios having 
been granted, pariiament was prorogued on the 
last day of the year by the king in person. His 
majesty, before he retirad, ui dei ed th« chancellor 
to read a proclamation, declaring that tiie indivi- 
duals who composed tiie expiring parliament should 
he members, on the part of Great Britain, of the 
new or imperial parliament. 

NEW ROYAL TITLE. 

IM1.-^N the first of January. 1801, a royal decla- 
ration was issued eonceming tiie style and titles 
epnertaining to the imperial crown of Great Britain 
imd Ireland, nnd also to the ensigns, armorial flags, 
and banners thereof. In the new heraldic arrange- 
ment the fleur-de-lis was omitted, the tide of king 
of Prance was expunged, and the myal dignity was 
in future to be expressed in the Latin tongue by 
thei»e words :— • Gearghi* Tfrtimtt UH Gratis, 



\e macular language, ** George the Third, by the 
Grace of God, of the United Kiugdom of Great 



empire was given to the lord chancellor. A new 
standard also, combining the threft crosses of St. 
George, St. Andrew, and St. Patrick, was hoisted, 
amidst the discharge of artillery, in each of tha 
three capitals of England, Scotland, and Irelaad. 

MEETING OP PARUAMBNT-DBBATBS ON 
THE ADDRSSS--GATHOLIC QUESTION OG- 
CASIONfl A CHANGE OP HINI8TRT~RE. 
TURN OP THE KING'S ILLNESf. 

Tri fanperial pariiament of Great Britain and 
Ireland assembled on the twenty<:second of January, 
and proceeded to dect a speaker, when Addington, 
who bad lent and ably MIed the chair of the lower 
house, was again placed in that elevated situation. 
On the second of Pebruary, the king, In a speech 
from the tiirone, congratulated parliament on the 
Union which had been so happily effected; the 
ottier topics were the state of the continent, and 
the dispute with the nortiiem associated powers 
relative to tiie maritime code. The debates on the 
address were highly interesting. In the peers, 
eari PItxwilliam, who had hitherto contended stre- 
nuously for tiie continuance of the war, and the 
restoration of the Bourbons, treated tiie contest as 
bep^ess ; he, however, insisted on the propriety 
of an inquiry inta the causes of the failure, when 
such large and almost unbounded powers had been 
intrusted to ministers, and when tiiey had tiie aid 
of all Europe in the common cause ; it was also 
necessary to be informed why, instead of succeed- 
ing against an ancient enemy, they had at once 
vjunged the nation into a contest with her allies. 
The new conflict In which we were about to engage 
was, be added, as fkr as Sweden and Denmark 
ware eoacemed, one of our own seeking, as we 
had it in our power to suspend tiie discussion of 
the question relative to the neutral code, in the 
same manner as in 1780, when this country was fai 
a less difltoult rituatlon than at present. Lord 
Greovllle defended the conduct of^ ministers, and 
aMdntained that the claim of searching neutral ves- 
sels originated In the law of nations and the rights 
•f nature ; and that the aaacrtion of this ri^t con- 
stitnted the foundation of our commerce and our 
wealth, and was the bulwark of the naval and mi- 
litary glory of Great Brimin. On a division the 
address was carried. 

In the oommons. Pitt insisted that our very exist- 
enea as a nation depended on the right of search- 
ing neutral vessels ; he maintained that our claims 
•on Hie ilnresent occasion arose not only out of posi- 
tive treaties, but out of the law of nations ; and he 
asked, if we were to permit the navy of our enemy 
to be supplied and recruited— to suflbr bkxALaded 
ports to De fkimishcd with stores and provisions, 
and allow neutral nations, by hoisting a flag on a 
sloop or a fishing4ioa^ to convey tiie treasures of 
South America to Spain, or the naval stores of the 
Baltic to Brest o^ to Toulon f When the house 
divided, there was a large mitJority In IhTonr of 
ministers. 

Hie union of Great Britain and Ireland was re- 
garded by Pitt as the transaction which reflected 
the greatest lustre upon his administration ; and, al> 
tiieugh he had uniformly opposed the claim of catho- 
lic emancipation during the existence of the separate 
legislature of Ireland, he had, it was understood, to 
fhcilitate this favourite object, gircm assurances to 
the Irish catholics of a complete participation in 
all peKtioal privileges, as soon as the Union should 
have taken place. When thlsproporition was sub. 
mitted to the cabinet council some of its members 
expressed oppootte sentiment^ and the king took a 
decided part In the dinpute, alleging that the oath 
taken by him at his coronation precluded his as- 
sent to a scheme which might, in its consequences, 
endanger tiie religious estabUshment. As tiiis re* 
pngnance obstructed the recommendation of the 
measure to parliament, and diminished the proba- 
btKly of its success, Pitt declared that be conceived 
himself bound to resign a situation in which he 
was not at tvSk liberty to pursue his ideas of equity 
and public benefit : unquestionably, however, tiiis 
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iiritanniarvm Bex, fiiieiJOefensoTt- snd, in tiie ^ circumstance alone did not induce liirn to retire. 



such a step being forcibly inculcated by the situa- 
tion of the country, which was uuw kft, without a 
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■ingle aHy, involToa In tn apparently intenainoblo j 
ivar, and in tho hands of a miuiBtry, who» by tlivir | 
decided bostUity to the exiating goTomment of 
France, had ahnost precluded the jposaifatlity of 
engaging in amicable negotiation*. The prime ml- 
nMter was accompanied m hii rerignation by lord 
Granville, and other members of the cabinet. 

Tbe oificea of flint lord- of the treasury and chan- 
cellor of the exchequer #ere oonferred upon Ad- 
dington, the spoalusr of the honse of commons j to 
which higfa oflice he had been appointed by the in- 
fluence of Pitt, with whom be contmued on terms 
of intimate lri«fndship. The post next in dignity, 
that of sec^tary for foreign aflfkira, hitherto held 
by lord GreuTille, was given to lord Hawkesbory. 
&rl 8L Vincent was placed at the head of the 
admiralty, in the place of eari Spencer : lord Eldon, 
chief justice of the ootnmon pleas, lormerly Sir 
John Scott, succeeded ]<frd Loughboroagh in the 
court of chancery ; lords Uobart and Peluam were 
nominated secretariea of stato,,in the room of 
Pandas and the duke of Poraand ; York sucoeeded 
Windham as .secretary at war ; his brotlier, the 
earl of Hardwicke, was destined to tho vice-regal 
office in Ireland ; lord Lewisham was placed at tho 
head of the board of control ; and in this general 
change the duke of Portland and lord Westmore- 
land alone retained thoir stations in the cabineii the 
former as president of the cowicil, and the latter a« 
lord privy seal. On the tenth of February Adding- 
ton resigned his office as spoaker of the honse ol 
commons ; and on the foUowing day Sir John Hit- 
fbrd was chosen in his stead, llie agitation of die 
king's mind had, however, so materially affected 
the state both of his bodily and mental health, that 
the new arrangements, although nearly completed, 
were not formuly announced, and a total tntorrup- 
tion of the re|ral functions ensued, during which 
the former mmisters continued to discharge the 
duties of their respective offices. On the same day 
that Addington resigned his office of speaker, the 
carl of Darnley moved for an inouiry into the state 
of the nation, when lord Grenvme acquainted tho 
house that his mi^esty's servants, not being able to 
carry into effect a measure which diey deemed es- 
sential to tho tranquillity and prospierity of the 
emptre, had tendermi the resignation of their seve- 
ral employments, which had been accepted ; and on 
this representation the earl postponed his motion. 
The routine of parliamentary business went on as 
usual, until the recovery of the king, when the ap- 
|>oitttmentB of the new ministers were annouDood 
in the accustomed form, and on the seventeenth of -l 
March Addington was sworn into the two offices 
which Pitt had so long enjoyed. 

The first measures of the now ministry were di- 
rected towards the securing of huternal tranquillity. 
Ireland beins still in a disturbed state, the act for 
tho suppression of rebellion in that country was re- 
newed, as was that for the suspension of the habeas 
cmrpHs, This act wai also suspended in Great Bri- 
tain, and Uie bill for preventing seditious meetings 
was revived, in consequence of a report from a 
select committee of the house of commons, stating 
the existence of societies of disaffected persons in 
Great Britain, particularly of one in London, en- 
titled the united Britons. These measurea were fol 
lowed by the introduction of a bill of indemnity in 
fiivonr of the late administration, which also passed 
both house*. An act to remove doubts respecting 
the eligibility of persons in holy order* to sit in the 
house of commons, by which they were henceforth 
excluded, passed in this session, in consequence of 
John Homo Tooke's having been returned for Old 
Sarum by its proprietor, lord CameUbrd ; and on 
the second of July parliament was prorogued bj 
commission. 

EMBARGO ON RU8SUN, DANISH, AND 
SWEDISH VESSELS--OCCUPATION OF 
HANOVER. 

Thk late ministry, determined to ownrawe or to 
dispel the northern confederacy, had issued an or- 
der in council dated tbe fourteenth of January, Im- 
posing an embargo on all Russian, DanisK, and 
Swedish vessels in the porta of Great Britain ; but 
the court of Beriin, almongh a party to the league, 
was treated upon this occasion with peculiar defer- 
ence^ probably because its hostility would endanger 
tho xing's German dominions. Preparations were 
also made to send a fleet into the Sound, and to 



haaard all the ovUs likely to result from a wftr, 
which threatencrd to excliirtw tbe British flag fttun 
tho navigation of the Baltic, and her oommerce 
from the shoree of the Elbe, the Ems, the Vietol*. 
and the Weser. On the other hand, the utmost 
exertions had fbr some time past been made in all 
the ports of Russia. Sweden, and Dennuuk. Their 
oommned navy, if fitted out bv a aimultaiieo«9 
movement, would have amounted to nearly eight]r 
sail of the line; and these, together with the 
numerous gun-boats and floaJting batteries vUdi 
they either possessed already, or could have easily 
constructed, might have rendered ttieir nantnr 
•eas and difficult coasts impcrviooa to attack. 

In the course of tho spnng the Danas took poe> 
session of Hamburgh, for the alleged purpooe of 
stopping the BriUsh trade to that port, and the 
king* of Prussia, after an untucceasliii negotiation 
with the English government, oceuptled tlie baili- 
wick of RitzebutUe and the port of Cuxharen. 
On the thirtieth of March, a body of his Croopa 
entered the electorate of Hanover, and, as tbe 
military establisflment was not sufliaent to joatify 
resistance, a conventional declaration was ieouody 
aubmitting to his Prussian migeety. 

NELSON'S VICTORY At COPENHAGAN— 

ARMISTICE. 

As no hopes could be entertained of tbe padflc»> 
tSon of Europe, on tenns honourable to Gnat Bt^ 
tain, until the dissolution of this confederacy, a Bri- 
tish fleet, consisting of eighteen shine of the liiie, and 
four frigates, with a number of gun-boata and 
bomb-ve8s<ds, in all fifty-four sail, proceeded fraaa 
Yarmouth roads for the Baltic, under the coBmand 
of admiral Sir Hyde Parker, assisted by vice-ad- 
miral lord Nelson and rear-admiral Tot^, the 



of whom was so unfortunate as to lose his flag^eldp 
on a sand4>an]f off the coast of Lincolnshire. It 
was supposed that Denmark, wliose trade and 
prosperity had increased eonsideraUy during the 
war, might be prevailed upon to sue for fiarbear- 
anoe, and the first efforts of tins armament were 
therefore directed against her c^tU, while Va»- 
sittart, a new minister plenipotentiBry, was fat- 
structed to endeavour to detach flio ooort of Co- 
penhagen from tho northern alliance ; the prinoe 
Regent of Denmark, however, who had governed 
many years in the name of his ikther, declared thait 
he was determined to adbero to his engagements. 
On the thirtieth of March cbe English squadron 
passed the Sound with little or no resistanoe, and, 
after anchoring about four or five miles from tbe ia- 
land of Hnen, Sir Hyde Parker, in company with 
lotd Nelson and rear-admiral Graves, surveyod tbe 
formidable line of «hips, rideaux, galleys, fire ves- 
sels, and gun-boats, flanked and supported hj ex- 
tensive batteries on the two islands callod ttm 
Crowns: these were supported by two shipe of 
seventy guns, and a largo frigate in the inner nad 
of Copenhagen, while two sixty-four gnn-veaaeb 
without masts, were moored on the flat towaids 
the entrance to the arsenaL Lord N^son, who 
had made an offer of bis services to conduct the 
attack, and had for that purpose shifted his flag 
from tho St. George to the Eiephant, a vessel at 
smaller size, immediately gave directions for boov* 
ing tbe channel of the Outer Diep and the middle 
ground, after which the detachment, oonsisting of 
twelve sail of the line, widi frigates, bondM, and 
fire-ships, selected for the assault passed in saHeQr 
and anchored off Draco. 

On the morning of the second of April Am vice- 
admiral made the signal to weigh and engage the 
Danish line of defence, which was found to consist 
of six sail of two-deckers, eleven floatini| batteries^ 
mounting from eighteen to twenty-«ix cannon 
each, one bomb-ketch, and several scboonor-«in«d 
gun-vessels ; these were supported by the Crown 
islands, mounting eighty-eiipit cannon, and four 
sail of die line moored in the harbour's aaenth^ 
together with some batteries thrown up on the 
island of Amak. The shallowness of the water and 
the intricacy of the navigation prevented the cob»> 

1>lete execution of the pngected plan, for the Bel- 
ona and Russell grounded before they had r— ch » 
ed the stations assigned to them, while the Aga- 
memnon, being unable to weather tbie shoal of the 
middle, waa obliged to anchor. The Elephagatls 
station was in the centre, opposite to the JDankh 
commodore Fischer, who ctnamanded in the Jia^ 
nebrog, a sixty-two gun-ship ; and tho avorago 



I 



I 



I 



S95 



GEOaCB IIL 1760—1820. 

diit«aee at wlklcli tiie acUoo wan fought was acaice* i pntea, proTided they wero mai* by fitanii 

It commeoood soon after ten * ries, aent on the part of tha kins of QrMt Britain 



ty a cahle^t length. 

o'clock ; before half pant eleven it became general ; 
and at one p, m. when few, if any, of the enemy'* 
fchipa had ceaaed to fire, the Ida, Monarch, aud 
Belloiw had receired aerioua iojory ; while the 
diTiaion of the commander-in-chief could only me- 
nace the entrance to the harboor. In thia poature 
of affaira the signal waa thrown oat«on board the 
London, admiral f*arker^ 'hip, for the action to 
ceaae ; but .lord Nelson, nevcrtheleas, continued 
the attack with nnabated vigour. About two p. m, 
the greatest part of the enomy'a line had ceased to 
lire ; aome of the lighter ahips were adrift; and the 
carnage on board their veaaels, whose crews wera 
veinforcod from the shore, wha dreadful. The 
Panish commodore'a ahip waa now on fire, and 
drifting in flamen before tne wind, spreading terror 
and dismay throughout their line; few of her 
crew could be saved, although the British boats 
rowed in every direction for the purpose; and 
about half paat three ahe blew up witih a terrible 
eitploaion. 

The ahipa ahead, and €he Crdwn batteriea, aa 
well aa the prizes made by the British, continuing 
to fire after the Dannebrog waa inllamea, lord Nel- 
aon deapatched a letter, addreaaed " to the bro- 
thers of Engliahmen, the brave Danes," aaying, 
that if the fire were continued on the part of Den- 
mark, he must be obliged to destroy all the floating 
batteriea he had taken, without having the power 
of saving the brare Danes who had defended them. 
Thin waa conveyed en ahore, throoili the contend- 
ing Heeta, by captain Sir Frederic Thesiger, who 
Ibund tiie pnnee near the sally-port, animating his 
people, and aharing their dangers. It deaervea to 
be remarked, that this letter, which exhibited a 
happy union of poHey and oowrage, was written at 
a mu^ient when lord Nelaon perceived, thaL in 
eenaequence of the nnfihvonrable atate of the wind, 
the admiral waa not likely to get up to aid the 
ealerpriae; diat the principal batteriea of the 
enemy, and the ahina at the mouth of the harbour, 
were yet vntonched ; that two of hia own diviaion 
bad grounded; and that others were likely to ahare 
the aame fate. 

The firing tnm the Crown batteriea, and f^om 
the leading ahlpa of the Britiah, did not ceaae tin 
paat three o'doek, when the Daniah adjntant ge- 
neral, lindholm, retuminf with a flag off truce, di- 
rected it to be auapended. The aigaal for doing 
the aane waa then made to the Britiah aUpe, and 
the action cLoaed after ihre boun* dnratiou, four of 
which were warmly (xmteated, and dqring which 
^tfie whole of the Daniah Hne, to the southward of 
^the Crown iaianda, amounting to aeventeen aail, 
were annk,bnAe^ or taken. The battle of Copen- 
hagen waa, by lord Nelaon'a own aoconnt, tiie moat 
dreadful mat he had ever witnesaed. Captain 
Siou, who particularly distinguished himself waa 
aevered in two by a raking ahot ; captain Moeae, 
cmnmandcr of the Monarch, waa alao klUad ; and 
the total loaa of the Britiah, in killed and wounded, 
amounted to one thouaaod ; while that of the Danea 
GonaideTably greater. Notwithatanding Hm 



to the united powera. On receiving thia anawer, 
the admiral left the bay widiottt firing a^gnn; and 
^ future hostilities with the northern atatea 



long peace they had enjoyed, the Daniah batteriea, 
bo& afloat and ashore were manned, and the luoa 



with a degree of promptitude and valour 
that would have conferred credit on Yeferantroopa. 
A negotiation waa entered upon, which terminate 
In an armistice for fourteen weeks, during which 
the treaty of armed neutralitr, aa fiir aa related to 
Denmark, waa to be auapended. 

DSATH OP tHE BMPEBOR PAUU 

Wbkn the disabled reaaela were refitted, the Bri- 
tiah aquadron aaUed to Carlscnma, and on Hbo 
eighteenth of April arrived off that port. Sir Hyde 
Parker loat no time in acquainting the governor 
tfiat an armistioe had been conclnded, by which 
the diapntea between the courts of Conenhagen and 
St. Jamea'a had been accommodated; and he re- 
quired an explicit anawerfhmi die coart of Sweden, 
rdatire to its intention to abandon the hoatile mea- 
aares adopted, in ooi\)nnc(ion with Rnaala, againat 
the riahta and intereata of Great Britain. To thia 
linnartiiilnl Cronatedt repUed, that it waa the un- 
alterable reaoltttion of hia Swediah mioesty not to 
fan far a moment in fblfiBing, with fidelity and 
ainoerity, the enaagements he had entered into with 
his allies ; bat tnat be would not refuse to listen to 



equitable propoaals for the accommodatiim of di» ] landed for refreabment. Being re 



happily prevented by the death of the 

Paul, who fell by the handa of hia oourtiera on the 

twenty-aecond of March. 

Am aeon aa Alexander I. aon of the depoaed en»> 
peror, succeeded to the throne of hia father, he pub- 
Ual ed an ukase^ revoking several of the acts of the 
latii government, and restoring the Britiah aeaaaen 
to liberty. Baron lisakeewitaoh, the Ruaaian mfaa- 
iater at the court of Denmark, having notified thoae 
Oventa to Sir Hyde Parker, the admiral ioamediale- 
ly returned to iCioge bay. to await the orders of hie 
court in consequence of^ thia new and intereatiag 
change ; and in die mean time the benefita of tha 
armiadce were extended to die court of Stockholm. 
About the same period lord St. Helen'a arrived at 
the court of St. Potersburgh, in quality of minister 
plenipotentiary for England; and^ by a convention . 
aigned in the Ruaaian ciqpital on the seventeenth 
of June, the omperor on the one hand allowed the 
right of search, under certain reatrictiona, by ahipa 
of war, bnt not by privateera ; while, on the other 
hand, themerchandiae of the produce, growth, and 
manufacture of the countriea engaged in war» 
might be purchaaed and carried away by the neu- 
tnu powera ; but, by a aubaequent explanatory de- 
claration, the commerce between the mother coun- 
try of a belligerent and her coloniea waa expreaaly 
eobcloded from the benefit of thia arrangement. It 
waa alao aUpulated by one of the articlea that 
Sweden and Denmark ahoiUd receive back their 
ahips and settlements on acceding to tUa treaty, 
and with thcae terma they both very readily oooa- 
plied. Thna Great Britain, partly by the aodden 
domiaeof the emperor Paul, and part^ bv the thun- 
der of her nary, aaw a confederacy diaaolved which 
aimed at the decreaae of her maritime greatneaa, 
and was calculated to involve her in a new and dSa- 
aatroua war. 

SPAIN INVADES PORTUOAI^BRITISH OC 
CUPY MADEIRA. 

Thb attachment of Portugal to England again 
exdted the attendon of the Firench rovemment, 
and ita ally, the king of Spain, waa induced to do- 
dare war againat that country in March. A conn- , 
ter dedaraoiDn firom the court of Liabon waa isaned 
on the twenty-first of April, worthy of the moat 
proaperoua days of the Portuguese monarehjr, and 
accompanied by preparationa for defence. A Span- 
iah army, however, entered the province of Alon- 
tejo in May, and, having advanced to the Tagna al- 
moat without oppoalthm, a treaty of peace waa 
aigned at Badijo** <»^ ^« "^^ ^ June, by which 
Spafai obtained poaaeaaion of the province oi OH- 
vraaa, and die harbours of Portugal were shut 
against the English. The French government re- 
fused to concur in the treaty unless certain j^acea , 
in Portugal were occupied by French troopa: and 
general St. C^, who had been invested widi dba 
character of amhaaaador to the court of Madrid* 
entered Portugal at the head of twenty-four thoiir 
aand troopa, and haveated the fortreas of Almeida, 
within thirty leagues of the capitaL ]^o aooner waa 
thia event uown at liabon than the court became 
alarmed for ita aafety, and, aa the anbaidy of three 
hundred diouaand pounda TOted to that atate by the 
Britiah parliament waa nnacoompanied by a oody 
of troopa, aa had been oriainally Intended, a trea^ 
waa aigned at Madrid on the twenty-ninth of Sep- 
tember, higUy farourable to France. Dating due 
conteat the British ndniatry, apprehenaive leat die 
ialand of Madeira ahould be deliTored up to the 
enemy, aent a aqnadron diither, with a bmall body 
of land foroea under colonel Clinton, who tpok poa- 
aeaaion of the fbrts which command the bay of Fttn- 
ohal. 

EXPEDITION TO EGYPT^EXPULSION OP 

THB FRENCH. 

Thb foroe i^Uoh had been deatined againat Egypt 
in the praceding year, after having repafared to 
Gibraltar, to recorer l^om the inconTenienoea of a 
long cruise in a boisterous season, proceeded from 
Ifeha in December, In two dhrialona, for Marmo- 
rioe. on the coaat of Canmania, where they were 
* - - . embaiked, diey 
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Mited for Atovkir l>aiy ; iad OB the eiclifh of M irch, 
tWl, tlie flnt dtrWon eflbeted their landing fai the 
Aiee off e body of Preneh, who were eware of their 
mtention, end were posted In force with oon*lder> 
able edraateges of pondon. The front of the diaem- 
berketion wes narrow ; and a hill, which conmand- 
dd the whole, appeared ahneat inaccesaible ; yet the 
British troope aacended it, nnder the fire of grape- 
■hot,wMi tae utmost intreoidity, and forced flie 
French to retfee, leering behind them sereral pi«»oes 
of artery and a nnmlMnr of horses ; In this serrioe 
seven hondred of onr men, sailors included, were 
killed or woended. On the twelfth the whole axmy 
came within sight of the French, who were formed 
adrantageoaaly on a ridge, and on the following 
day marched in two lines witii an intention of tanx' 
ing their right flank : the attack, howerer, was an- 
tidpated bj the enemy: the Britidi troops were 
Aerefore Obliged to change their position, and the 
advanced gnnrd suffered considerably; but, after n 
serere conflict, wUA lasted sereral hours, the 
fWench retreat e d nearer to Alexandria. 

Fbrt Abookir capitulated on the nineteenfli ; and 
on the tweuileth, general Menou arriving fktnn 
Oaire, the whole of the iVench disposable force 
was concentrated at Alexandria. The memorable 
cenfliet whi<^ dedded the fate of Egypt took place 
on tiie following day, at a small distance from that 
city. It commenced before davliftht in the morn- 
ing, 1»y a false attack on tiie left of the Bnglish, 
which general Craddock commanded ; but their 
niost rigoroos eflbrts were directed to the right, 
where the contest was remaricably obstinate : tney 
were twice repulsed, and tiieir cavafary were re- 
peatedly mixed with the British inAintry. An at- 
tempt at the same time to penetrate the centre of 
the British army with a cohunn of infantry was also 
repulsed ; another body which advanced agakist 
the left of th^ English was likewise unsuccessful, 
and tike British forces remained master of the field. 
The loss on our side, in killed, wounded, and miss- 
ing, amounted to fifteen hundred; that of the 
French, who loot ttie greatest part of a fomoos coi^s 
which Buonaparte had arrogantly caUed the Invin- 
dMes, and whoso standard was taken, was estimat- 
ed at double that number. Immediately after this 
defeat the French general in chief began to detaah 
troope to str eng th en the garrisons of the interior. 
In tiiis action m^for-generaJ Moore and Sir Sidney 
Smith were woimdea, and three Fyendi genorab 
died of tiieir wounds. 

Sir Ralph Abererombie was rigorously engaged 
in the heat of action on the right, when he received 
n mortal wound in the thigh by a musket ball, 
which he concealed from the amy tfll ttie period 
for exertion was past, when his strengtii failed 
him : he was carried off tiie field, and conveyed on 
board the admiral's abip, where he died on the 
twen^-eighth. His deatfi was universally and 
n)ost deservedly lamented, for his mind was stored 
with every great and good quality ; his military 
talenti were undoubtedly great; lus services had 
l)cen long and brilliant ; and, whilst regarded as a 
strict disciplinarian, he still conciliated the esteem 
of all whom ho commanded. 

On the death of Sir Ralph Abererombie, the 
command devolved on general Hutchinson, with 
whom It was for some time a matter of doubt 
whether he should lay degc to Alexandria, or pro- 
ceed up the left bank of the river NUe into the 
oountrr, and, after forming a junction with the 
Turkish army, which was hastening to jtrfn him by 
the way of Syria, endeavour tu reduce Grand 
Cairo, and to cut off all communication between 
the French on the coast, and every part of the in- 
terior. The inadequacy of his force to form the 
Moge of Alexandria, and the expectation of being 
joined by forces sent from Bombay up the Red Sea, 
induced him to adopt the latter plan of onerationB : 
the Junction between the EugUsh and Turkish 
annies was effected at the beginning of June ; and 
on the fifteenth general Hntchinaon wrote to geoe- 
ral BoOliivd, who commanded at Cairo, oflering 
him the most hononxabls terms to induce him to 
surrender die place : he at first peremptorily re- 
fused ; but shortly alter he sent a flag of truce to 
Iho EngUsh camp ; and on the twenty-seventh of 
Jime the Fk'anch engaged to evaonate Cairo, on 
being aliowed to return with their arms to Eon>pe. 
This capitulation was carried ioto'efl'ect on the 
tenth of the following month, when the Eaghsh 
•bd Turkish flags were hoi»tcd on the citadel, ilae 



total amount of persons Indnded in the aqpUalntinm 
exceeded fourteen thoutand, exclusive ofNreiBrm 
and children; previous to which the toWn umI 
eastio of Rosetta were taken by a division of thfe 
Rrttiah army, under colonel Spencer. Oenetnl 
Hutchinson, having received some reinforeemoots 
in the month of luly, which swelled hia amy to 
sixteen thousand men. resolved to commence tho 
siege of Alexaibdria. Th^ approaches to dM town 
were made under drcumetaoceo highly \ 
to the valour and good conduct of die 
army, who drove the enemy from post to post, till 
the nench commander Menou, finding no proepceC 
of relief from Europe, and no hopes of nltSaaaftD 
success from further resistance, agreed on the fiist 
of September, to surrender the place on condStina 
of being sent to Europe. The whole force in Alex- 
andria, at the period of this capitulation, was 
ten thousand five hundred and twenty-eight men ; 
the last of which sailed from the liarbour on the 
eighteenth of September. 

Thus, with a force for inferior to that of their 
opponents, did the British army wrest tUg &Bportas»t 
country from their enemlea, and restore it to their 
aBies ; but, as the conventicms were conduded om 
grounds similar to that si^ed at JQ Arish, die 
phOandiropist will not consider the gloiy acan i ie d 
by the British arhis as an equivalent for toe emnsfB 
of blood with which tlie pro tra c tion of the cootcaC 
was attended. IntelUeence at die event rrnchcd 
Paris before the BritlA cabhiet could be anprixed 
of it. In consequence of die knowledge mas ob- 
tained, the first consul of Fkvnco domed an tm- 
portant advantage in a trea^ of peace which he 
haatflv conclnded with the Turks, and which con- 
tained many provisions highly favounbia to the 
French, who had gross! v violated every agreemeet 
which diey had entered into widi the parte ; and 
greatly prejudicial to the En^ish, who, from dbe 
nipoftant assistance which tney had rendered to 
the Turks, and from their honourable '^ndmt to- 
wards them on all occasions, were endded to every 
return which iustioe, generosity, and gradtnde, 
could suggest. The evacuation of Egypt (the 
Turkish ambassador not knowing that it b£l actnal- 
Iv taken place) was the consideration hold out by 
the I>Vencii for the benefits which they claimed and 
the privileges whioh fltoy acquired by thie near 
treaty. 

PROJECTED nnrAMOll OF EKOLAND-BUO- 
KAPARTE'S CONCORDAT WITH THE POPS. 



Whilst the poeseasion of Efeypt was 
Buonaparte determined to point all his 
against the only enemy eitter unsid)dued or 
humbled by the arti and arms of France. Large 
bodies of troops were accordingly collected on the 
nortliem coasts of France; ships, guns, and flat- 
bottomed boats, were built and Ofinipped; the ports 
of Flrance, Belgium, and HoDond, were crowded with 
armed vessels; camps were formed at BmgcoB 
Gravelines, Boulogne, Brest, GranviBe, Cherbourg, 
and St. Maloe's ; and the deeds abonit to be per- 
formed by those armies which had forced the 
passage of the Bormida, the Danube, the bm, and 
the Saba, and gained die battles of Marengo and 
Hohenlinden, were vaunted in the consular pro- 
damadons and manifestoes. Buonaparte affectird 
to consider the English as a nation rendered (Gemi- 
nate by wealth, and unwarlike by commeree ; and 
it was confidendy predicted that the sted of the 
FVencfa. wooid poMre mote thsn a match tu the 
pold of the Britons. On the other hand the whole 
island was in motion : and one uniform spirit of 
patriotic defiance was breathed by the inhabltaots. 
The volunteer battalions and companies were in. 
creased ; a numerous and renectaUe body of yeo* 
manry cavalry was formed ; the fendble regiments 
were disciplined into a knowledge of the mUitaury 
art ; and tne militia, many regiments of which had 
served in Ireland, recdved a considerable annaen- 
taticm by means of the supplementary levy. rVwa 
the votes of supply for this year, it appears that the 
total land and sea force, exclusive of volunteeis, 
amounted to nearly five hundred thousand. 

Buonaparte, surrounded by a brilliant assemblage 
of troops^ affected to blend aU tho state of tbe 
ancient kmgs of France wiUi that of the emperois 
of the west. Bv a convention with the pope, rati- 
ficd on the tenth of September, he was not only 



G£OR0£ III. 1760-.i620. 



297 



ftcknowMgod to poMen nil tbo piivileges of the 
ancient monarchy ao far aa concerned public wor- 
afaJB, bat new and ewential fanmnnitiea were obaio- 
od fur the GalUcan chnreb. Hia hollnMa agreed to 
procure th^reaignation of the prelatea who bad 
adhered to^e old eatabtiabment, and the chief 
xnagiatrato waa to nominate to the Tacont aeea. A 
new formula of prayer waa introdnced ; and the 
boly father corenanted that thoaewbobad acquired 
the alienated property of the church ahould not be 
diaturfoed. By a concordat, the apostolical and 
Roman lUtti waa declared to be the religion of the 
atate, and the eathoUca were to defiray the expesaea 
of pimlc wotabip. 

NAVAL AGTIONS-AITACK ON THE BOU- 

LOONE FLOTILLA. 

Bbitisr ieamen tbia year displayed their accus- 
tomed seaTand derotion in the cauae of their coun- 
try. In March admiral Dn^wortti made an easy 
captare of the Swediah iaiand of St. Bartholomew, 
aa well as die Danish aettlementaof St. Thomaa and 
Santa Crux, which were of courae restored to those 
powera, in Tirtue of the treaty of St. Peteraburgh ; 
ttM islands of St. Martin and St. Bustatia were also 
reduced ; wbilo in the cast the Batavian settlement 
of Temate, the chief of tiie Molucca Islands, sur- 
rendered on the twenty-ftrrt of June, after a rigor- 
oua reaistance, to a smaD aqoadron, under the com- 
mand of captain Hayes. In the Mediterranean 
two lerere actiona took place ; the fbrmer of wblefa 
prored unfortunate. Rear-admind Sir Jamea Sau- 
marea waa blockading the port of Cadis, when be 
receired Intelligence tiiat three French Une of bat- 
tic ablps and a frigate were lyina at anchor in the 
road of Algeairaa, under corer of the battevies on 
shore, and immediately ooneeiTod Uie bold design 
of attacking them in that situation. On the sixth 
of July he proceeded widi six sail of the line, under 
a faTOurab^ breeae, and a groat impression waa 
made on the flag ahip of the French commander, 
rear-admiral Linm^b^ captain Stirling in the Pom- 
p^e, till a change of wmd prevented him from act- 
ing : aa soon, Jmwerer, as it again faroured, the 
Hannibal, ci^nlin Ferris, pushed forward in the 
hope of passing between the French ships and the 
ahore, an attempt which he tiiought might lead to 
ft complete triumph ; but his ship happened to take 
the ground under one of the batteries, and, as no 
eflbrt oould extricate her, he waa obliged to 'giro 
her up, after considerable loaa on bou aideii. A 
breeie baring enabled two other ships to approach 
the enemy, diey kept up for a time a heary Are ; 
but the impracdcalnlity of a dose action at length 
induced Sir Jamea to witiidraw hia force, when 
afwre three hundred and sixty of hia men had been 
killed or wounded. Thia disappointment serred 
only to stimulate the eagerness of the Britisb sea- 
men for another conteat. The ships were repaired 
with great expedition ; and when ttA nench, 
joined by a Spanish squadron, were sailing towards 
.Cadis, the rear of the united fleet was attacked, on 
the night of the twelfth of July, by the Superb, 
captain Keats. Thia reasel baring flred between 
the Spanish adminl'a ship and another of a hun- 
dred and twelve guna, ana then retired, a mutual 
error, arising fnm the darkneas of the night, occa- 
aioaod a eonlict between those two enemy's ship's, 
when one of them suddenly took Are ; the flames 
rapidbr extended to the other ; and botii blew up 
wiA me loaa of about two thousand men. This me- 
lanohofy aoddent discouraged LinoLs and his asso- 
iCiataa, and tended to acoelerate their retreat. The 
Saa Antonio, of aerenty-four guna, was taken; 
but the Fonnidable baflled a serere attack trmn 
caplaiB Hood, whose ahip atruck upon a rock, and 
waa with dUlculty towM off in, a diaabled state. 
The enemy reached Cadm without fktftber molesta- 
tion ; and the Bn^lah admiral Bailed with bis prize 
to OOyraUmr. Thua ended an action in which the 
s up e ri o r ity of the enemy was immense ; and Sir 
Jsmss SanmaresAras gratifled with the thanks df 
the two houaea of partiamr«nt, and rewarded with a 
pension of twelre nundred poundi per annum. 

In ttie coume of thia year captam Rowley Bnl- 
teel, in the Belliqneux, widi a conroy of East India- 
men, captured two Fnnch frigates In the nelgb- 
bouxtmon af Brasfl, forming a part of a squadron 
had committed great depredationa on the 
of Africa. The fleet under rioe-admiral 
in the Bast Indies seised a number of 
▼aliMa prises, partlciilariy two Dutch ships in the 



ncigbboarhood of JFara. Captain T. Manby in the 
Bourdelnis, belonging to rear admiral DuclCworth'a 
detachment in the West Indies, nearly about the 
same time dispersed a small armament fitted out 
by Victor Hughes for the purpose of intercepting 
the ontward-boimd convoy. In the Mediterranean 
a most severe action was fought, on the tenth of 
February, between die Phoebe, captain R. Barlow, 
and the nench frigate L'Afrlcaine, the commander 
of which, thoogb Incapable of contending with du) 
British veMcl, wonld not yield until his ship became 
a mere wreck, and bis decks were crowded with 
the dying and the dead : die number of the latter 
amounted to two hundred, and the wounded to one 
hundred and forty-three, while die loss of the 
Phoebe was only one killed and twelve wounded. 
Lord Cochrane, in the Speedy sloop, of fourteen 
four-poundcn, and fifty tour men and boys, per- 
formed a brilliant exploit, by boarding and captur- 
ing a Spanish polacre frigate, of thirty-two guns, 
and three hundred and nineteen men, off Barce- 
lona. 

On the aecond of August lord Nelson hoisted his 
flag as vico-admiral of the blue on board the Medusa, 
and proceeded with two sail of the line, two frig- 
ates, and several smaller vessels, to Boulogne, 
where the French had assembled a great number 
of gun-boata, armed brigs, and lugger-rigged flats. 
Perceiving that twentr-four of these were anchored 
in a Hue In front of the hari>onr, a signal waa 
hoisted, on which the bombs weighed with favour- 
able wind, and threw their ahells with snch effect, 
that in tbe course of a few boors, three of the flats 
and brigs were sunk, and six driven on shore. Lord 
Nelson, being of opinion that the remainder of the 
flotilla might be captured by the boats of«his squa- 
dron, directed an expedition to be undertaken on 
the night of the fifteenth of August, by five divisions, 
one ofwhieb carried howitaers,under the command 
of captains Semerville, Cotgtave, Parker, Jones, 
and Conn, of the royal navy. Parker's division 
first approached the enemr, and began the attack 
with undaunted bravery ; but an unforeseen obsta^ 
cle balHed his exertions : a very strong netting was 
traced up to the lower yards of the French vessels, 
which were firmly fastened with chains to each 
other, as well as to the ground ; and so invulnerable 
waa the foe. thua guarded, that two-thirds of the 
crew of the boat in which he acted were repelled, 
in attempting to board a large brig by a tremen- 
dous discbars'e of cannon and musketry : the gal- 
lant captain afterwards died of his wounds. The 
other divisions not arriving at the same time, only 
the logger was brought off, while several boats of 
the assailants were sunk or taken, with a consider- 
able loss in killed and woonded. 

PEACE BETWEEN GREAT BRITAIN AND 
PRANCE. 

WniLST'ererr shore re-echoed with the thunder 
of hostility, the inhabitants of both France and Eng- 
land had become heartily tired of the war. For 
some time past an acdre intercourse had taken 
place between the two goremmcnts. Flags of 
truce and of defiance were actually displayed at 
the same time, and in the same strait ; so that while 
Boulogne and Dunkirk were bombarded and block- 
aded by hostile nqoadrons, the porta of Dorer and 
Calais were freqnendy risited by the packet-boats 
and die messengers of the courts of St. James's 
and die ThuHleries. The negotiation bad been car- 
ried on in London, between lord Hawkesbury, on 
the one hand, and Louis William Otto, who bad 
been some dme resident in diis country as a com- 
missary for the exchange of prisoners, on the other ; 
the former, by a departure from the established 
rules of diplomatic edquette, baring consented to 
reduce himself to a lerel with a private citizen of 
FVance. It had continued during the whole of the' 
smniner ; and in its progress many Impediments 
arose, and somq curious discussions took place, ros 
lative to the liberty of the press in this country, 
whidi Buonaparte, fearful that it might be employ 
ed to expose nis own character, wished to restrain •. 
but with every ^position to concede, as far as pos- 
sible, lord Hawkesbury resisted erery attempt to 
encroach on that freedom of discnssion, to which 
much of die excellence of the Britisb constitution 
may fairiy be aacribed. At length the cabinet of 
Paris, haring receired Menou's despatcbea from 
Egypt, hastened the conclusitfn of the business; 
and on the first of October the preliminaries were 
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signed by loid HftWkerfwry and M. Otto. This intel- 
Ucenoe was iqunediatel^r rommunicated in a note 
to the lord mayor, and dilltaaed general tatisfactiaD 
thronghoat the kingdom. At the end of eloTcn 
days the ratificatiou of the preluminary treaty on 
the part of the finst oonaal was bronght from Paris 
by colonel Laariston, vho, as well as the French 
plenipotentiary, was drawn through the dtreeta of 
the metropolis in his carriage by the popniace. By 
this treaty Great Britain restored to Franco and 
her allies erery possession or colony taken from 
tfacm during the war, widi the exception of the 
Spanish island of Trinidad, and the Dutch settle- 
mcnti at Ceylon. The Cape of Good Hope was to 
become a free port, and Malta was to be restored to 
the order ; but under the express guarantee and 
protection of a third power, to oe fixed upon in the 
definitiTe treaty. In order to bring that treaty to 
a speedy conclusion, lord Comwallb was despatch- 
•d to France. Amiens was the scene of negotiation 
apptUB^d by the first consul; and his brother, Jo- 
seph Buonaparte, receired the full power to treat 
with the Bntish plenipotentiary. In the course of 
the diACUMion which ensued iresh diificulties were 
started by France, and fresh demands prefeired, 
which occasioned so much delay that it was sup- 
posed by many that war would be renewed. On 
tlie twenty -fifth of March, 1802, howerer, matters 
were finally arranged, and the seal was put to the 
treaty of Amiens, which differed from the prelimi- 
naries oidy in the following pofants : — ^A part of Por- 
tuguese Gkiiana was given u^ to the French by a 
new adjustment of boundaries : with regard to 
Malta, it was stipulated that no French or Knglish 
langue, or class of knights, should be allowed ; that 
one half uf the soldiers in ganiM^n should be na- 
tives, and that the rest should be furnished for a 
time by the king of Naples ; that the independence 
of the island, under the sway of the knights, should 
be guaranteed by France, Great Britain, Austria, 
Spain, Russia, and Prussia ; and that its ports 
should be free to all nations. It was agreed that 
tile prince of Orange should receive compensation 
for his loss of property and of power. Persons who 
might hereafter be accused of murder, forgery, and 
fraudulent |j^kmptcy, were to be surrcnd^ed to 
the demands of each of the respective powers. 

Thus ended tho revolutionary war, in the defeat 
of all the hopes and expectations which had been 
formed of indenmity for the past and of security 
for the future ; and in the accomplishment cf zUl 
those gigaatlo plans of »abj9xmaa and conquest, 



UISTOBY OF ORBAT BRITAIN. 

whldi had been oonoalred by the first fomdeai oT 
the French republic, and pursued widi unraBiittiDc 
activity by aU nor successive rulers. By tiie peeee 
of Amiens a great part of the continent (rf^Earop* 
was laid prostrate at the feet of France ; and Rnenc^ 
influence remained predominant froA tike Gervaan 
Ocean to the Bay oc Naples. In short, Jacobimsaa 
triumphed ; her child and champion established lub 
ascendency ; her firmest advocates were honomed 
and rewarded : and the stamp of success was glvea 
to her boldest pr<geets. Not one of tiie objecte 
whidi the princes originally confederated againaC 
France professed to have in view was attained ; en 
the contrsry, her power was extended, her tenrl- 
tories were enlarged, her influence was increaeed, 
and her principles had surmounted erery efaecaele 
opposed to their nrogreaa. Her gevenunent, it «(. 
true, had assumed a new form, less lerriAc la up- 
pearance than the murderous system of Robee- 
pierre and his sanguinary associates, but in ronlity 
more despotic. A military tyranny, formed oat of 
the elements of Jacobinism, destroyed every Tce- 
tige of civil liberty, and imposed tlie most galliiif 
and odious fetters on the mmds, as well as the per- 
sons, of the people. England, indeed, had escaped 
tho yoke to which the powers of the continent Md, 
in a greater or lesser degree, submitted. She had 
secured her constitution and her goyemment Iraai 
the effects of that revolutionary jpoison which had 
destroyed so many ancient institutions, and had 
subverted so many tiuronos. She had oven enlarged 
her dominions by the acquisition of an important 
settiement in Asia, which afforded her thie long 
sought lor sdvantage of a safe and conunodions 
harbour in tiie Eastern ocean, and by an island in 
tile West Indies, of consequence more from iti se- 
lative situation to the Spanidi Main, than from ito 

E reduce or probable revenue. She had also kept 
iviolate her faith with her allies, and had preserv- 
ed her national character pure amidst surroondii^ 
corruption : but here ends the catalogue of bor ad- 
vantages ; in every other point she had completely 
failed. None of this oloects which she had pursued 
in common with tho other powers of Europe had 
she been able to attain : she hadboipteously opened 
her treasures to those who fought against revdla- 
tionary anarchy; she had made every exertion 
which her spirit could suggest and her resources 
command ; and, had afl her allies but displayed 
equal vigour and resolution, their united 
must have been crowned with success. 
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CHAPTER XXXIII. 
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MEJETINO OP PARLIAICEMT— SBMnXENTS 
ON THE PEACE. 

THE inperiidpatSHBODtof GrMtBriteki andllre. 
Itad WM opened on th* twentv-aiirtli of Octo- 
ber, IMl, by the Uag in penoa, who, in • speevb 
from the throne, annoanoed the .eondorion of the 
nugotiation ftnr peace, and declared hie aatii^tion, 
that the difference whkh, eaiated widi flie nofC h em 
powcra had been a^jiutod by a cenTeatien with the 
emperor of RaMia, to which the Unci of Denmark 
and of Sweden had erp roMe d their readineM to ac- 
cede, and by which the eaaential rigkfti for which 
wo contended were Mcnred. He then proceeded 
to state that prdiminarioa of peace had abo been 
ratiiied hetween binaelf and die French repahUe ; 
and be tmated that this important arrangement, 
whiie it maniiMted the jwtioe and moderation of 
hi« Tiewo, wonid also be Ibnnd oondneiTe to tin rab- 
atantaal interest* of this ceontry, and liononrable to 
the Britldi dMuracter. In the npper hoose the ad- 
dress was moved by lord Bohoii ; and the dulte of 
Bedford, in a speech «m»ii4^w*w*|^ mnefa oensnre <»f the 
late, and praise of the present admlnistratioo, de- 
clared his cordial oenenrrenee in the addrsos, wUch 
was aneed to without a dissentient Toloe. 

In the hense of commons Fox expressed the same 
sentiments of approbation respecting the peace, in 
which he was warmly seconded by Pitt, who de- 
scribed it as doiions and honoorable. After the 
continental alNance had been dissolved, he said, 
nothing remained lor ns bat to pro cM re iost and 
bonoarahle oondilions of peace for onrswves and 
the few aDies who had not deserted ns. When it 
became a mere question of terms^ he was much 
more anxioas as to the tone and «raeter of the 
peace, than about any particniar ^oect 
should ooaae into dimoto. As long as the ^. 
was honoorable, he should prefer acoeptiBg tei 
eren short of what he thought the ooantry entitled 
to, to risking the result of the negotiatton by too 
obstinato an adherence to any partknlar point. On 
the other haaid, Windham, the late secretary at 
war, arowedliis entire disapprobation of the tieato, 
and declared fahnself to be a solitary mourner m 
the midst of pnUic rtooidnge. Shandan said he 
could not agree that the eonditians were glorions 
and honouraUe. It was, in his opinion, a peaoe of 
which every one was glad, hut no one proud. 

A similar address was moved in the bouse of com- 
mons : whiolu aftor considerflble dbomiiaiD, waa 
agreed to wtthont a division. 

On the CUrteenfh of November tfM articles of ttie 
treaty with'Rusria having be«i Ud befeiv the bouse 
I, the earl of IHinley moved an address of 



was vehemently opposed by lord OrenviBe, who 
condemucd the trcatv in almost all its pravMons ; 
and, from the tenor or his loidihipli remarks, it waa 
obvious that no aocommodarion widk the nordiem 
powers could have taken place tmdcr the adminis- 
tTHtion which had recently been dissolved. The 
iinestion was carried in both houses without a di- 
vision. 

DEBTS OF THE CIVIL LIST^PRINCB OF 
WALES'S CLAIMS FOR ARREARS. 

WBBif parliament osiemliled, after the ^k ff ff fm as 
recess, the ehaBcelior of the exchequer eaBed the 
attention of &e boose to certain papers 
them, relative to the dva Ust, by which it a« 
that the pecuniary affairs of the aevei 
again deeply in arroar; and a eonmattea wae ap- 
pointed to examine the aeoonnts now presented to 
the bouse. In the coone of iSba discnsston. Man- 
ners Sutton, solicitor to the prince of Wales, ad« 
vanced a claim on the port of the prince toe the 
amount of the revenues of Ae divtaiy of ComwaU 
received during his minority, and applied to the use 
of the civil list. Fox declared strongly in &vour 
of the equity of this claim, but admittod that the 
•urns voted for the payment of the prince's debts 
ooght to be deducted from the balance accruing to 
the prince. On tiae twenty-ninth of Mareh, 180S, 
the report of the eemmittee waa taken into oensid- 
— tion, when it appeared that a debt amonating to 
lem than nine hnndted and ninety thousand 
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had been eontraeted sinoe the 



ends 

lurke's relbrm biO, exdnaive of 

charged fai the yean 17M and 1196, and sinoe that 
thnetheprovisionaof thebiU had been wholly ne- 
glected. Altor a long and animated iKsniMston ttdh 
sum was voted by the house: but the chaneellot of 
the exeheqnar aOowed tihat mea s nra s ought to be 
tdien to arevent in future any eneh aoemnnlatiaB 
ef debt. Two days altor. Manners Sutton moved 
for the appo i ntment of a oomaaittoe, to toquire what 
■urns were dne to the prince ef Wales from the ar- 
leavs of the revenneo arising from the dntohy of 
Gemwall. The ehancellor of the exdiequer eon- 
aideied it aa inconsistent witfi his duty to ooncur in 
this motion. As to the legal question, he did not 
pretond to decide upon it: but he tliou^t the dis- 
cwsMB ought net be enteetained in that honse; not 
at leaot tlO It appeared in pceef,thaton applieation 
iee ledrees, supposing tkm wrong to eoclst. relftof 
oonldnotbe obtained 
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INCOME TAX REPEALED— FINANCES. 

On tte same day the c^aneellor of flie exchequer 
save notice of hlo Inleiitton to repeal Ikp tas open 



800 



HISTORY OF GREAT BRITAIN. 



inconie* He ftcknowlodged the batden of it to be 
Tory giioToiUy thoogli the neceMlties of tbo atmte 
had rendered its aaoptum neoesMry; but, asthit 
impost was ori^aBy proposed as a war tax, it 
shoald eeaso with the occasion that had giren it 
birth. On the fifth of April the plan of ftnauce for 
the year was brought forward, llie income-tax 
hod been mortgaged by Pitt for tho sum nf fifty-six 
million foor hundred and forty-fire thoosaad pounds, 
three per eents. for which the present minister, in 
consequence of the repeal of this tax, was obliged 
to roaxe prorision. The loan for Great Britain he 
stated at twenty*three million pounds ; the capital 
in the different funds, created by the conversion of 
eight million fire hundred thousand pounds of ex- 
chequer biUs into stock, proriously to the Christmas 
recess, was eleren millions two hundred and thirty- 
eight thousand and sixty-two pound*, and the 
aggregate sum appeared to be no less than ninety- 
seren million nine hundred and thirty four thousand 
one hundred and thirty- seven pounds, the interest 
of which was stated at three million one hundred 
and sixty-two thousand potmds. To defray this 
enormous demand, very heavy additional duties 
were Imposed on beer, malt, and hops. A consi- 
dezuble mcrease was also made to tlie assessed 
taxes ; and the last article to wkiich ministers had 
recourse at this crisis was a tax on imports and 
exports, being a modification of the convoy duty. 
The produce of the new duties combined he estima- 
ted at four million pounds, an excess which com- 
{>ensatedBfor the deficiency of divers of the taxes 
mposed In the course of the war. In the progress 
of the business of die revenue, the chancellor of the 
exchequer proposed and carried into effect several 
Important alterations in the sinking fund biUs of 
Pitt. Hie last, or new fund, provideid for liquidur 
ting the debt contracted since the year 1780, was 
much larger than the original fund established for 
the liquidation of the old debt. These two funds he 
proposed to consolidate, and to perpetuate, till the 
whole of the debt, both old and new, should be 
completely liquidated. The original fund had now 
arisen to two million five hundred and thirty>foar 
thousand one hundred and eighty-eeven poimds, 
and the new to three million two hundred and 
seventy-five thousand one hundred and forty-three 
pounds, making together five million eight hundred 
and nine thousand three hundred and thirty pounds. 
The d^t contracted previously to the year 1786 
amounted to somethinig more than two hundred 
and fifl^nine million pounds, and the new debt 
amounted to nearly throe hundred million pounds ; 
something less tlmn fbrty-miUion pounds having 
been redeemed by the old, and upwards of twenty 
million pounds by the operation of the new fhnd. 
The whole of the evisting funded debt, including 
the loan of the present year, was consequently 
about five hundred and fortv million pounds, and 
the interest amounted annually to tiia vast sum of 
upwards of setenteen million pounds. 

ABBOT ELECTED SPEAKER— DEBATE (Mf 
THE PSACE-HIUTIA— VACCINATION. 

Sim JoRN MiTFOBD, the speaker of the English 
house of oeounons, having vacated his chair by ac- 
cepting the ofitee of lord chancellor of Ireland, In. 
the room of lord Clare, deceased, with the title of 
lord BrOdesdale, the speaker's chair was conferred 
m Chailee Abbot, esq. a lawyer of eminence and 
activity in business, and who had the merit of pos- 
eeasing an intimate acquaintance with the forms 
and usages of the house. 

On the thirteenth of May the grand debate rda- 
tive to the definitive treaty of peace came on in 
both houses of jparliament, when it was attacked 
and defended with more than ordinary ability. In 
suspect to Malta, lord GrenviUe observed, that few 
things oouUL be more abenrd than to place that island 
under the guarantee of six powers, who could 
not be expected to agree on any one point relating- 
to it ; and as to restoring it to the order of St. John, 
tiint was stiU more absurd ; for how coidd it be 
that such an order was in existenoe, when al- 
it all their Itads had been confiscated t Of the 
revenues which supported the order, France, at the 
time of the suppression of the French langue, had 
confiscated filty-eii^t **M*fflSind pounds annually, 
Spain tweniy*eeven tiiousand pounds, and of thnr 
townmt income of one hundred and thirty thousand 
poudff only tweAty-seven thousand pounds was 



now left,— a revenue evidently insuffident to keep 
up the fbrtlfteadons, or maintain the secoriiy of 
the island. The order of Malta was fhereluro «Zr 
tinct as a power, and must necessarily come under 
thie influence and into the pay of Fraaee. In 
adverting to other points of the treaty, he oboerredf 
that our sovereignty in India had not been vecos- 
nised, while the Cape of Good Hope, a statign at 
the first importance to that sovereipity, had bean 
ceded. In the Mediterranean, where our naval a«»> 
periority was most important, we had dispossessed 
ourselre#, not only of Malta, but of Minorca, 
even of the isle of Elba, which France 
merely to exclude lu from the port of Leghorn. He 
concluded a most severe and «daborate investintioa 
of the terms of tlie treaty, by movfpg an addiesv 
to his mi^esty, acknowledging his prerogatire to 
make peace and war, but declaring it itaptinble far 
the house to see without alarm the circomstaacoa 
that had attended the conclusion of t^ present 
treaty, by which sacrifices had been made on Aa 
part of this country, without any correspondinK 
concessions on that of France ; that in the moDaenC 
of peace I^Vanco had exhibited indubitable proof* 
of the most ambitious prqf ects ; that these cooai- 
derations imposed on government the necessity of 
adopting measures of orecaution ; and tluO, whilst 
that boose relied on his mtvjesty's wisdom to be 
watchful of ^e power of France, tbey thought it 
necessary to assure him of their ready and firm 
support in rMlsting every encroachment on the 
rights of the British empire. Tlie treaty was cen- 
sured also by the duke of Richmond, earl Daznley, 
and lord Caernarvon : and defended by lords Aock- 
land, Pelham, and Hobart, the lord chancellor, 
and the earls of Westmoreland and Rossijn. 
The motfon of lord Grenville was irt length necn- 
tivcd. 

The terms of die definitive treaty underunent a 
discussion equally animated in the boose of cofin- 
mons. Windham attacked the stipulations of the 
tveaty in all their parts, condnding by moving an 
address similar to that proposed in the house of 
pears by lord GrenviUe. The debate was prolonged 
to a very late hour, in the course of which Sheri- 
dan remarked that the discussion of the necessary, 
though disgraceful treaty of peace, furnished the 
best defence of the conduct of those who had uni- 
formly opposed the war. For hta part he support- 
ed the peace, because he supposed it the best that 
ministers could obtain. Thar predecessors had 
left them to choose between an expensive, Moody, 
fruitless war, and a hollow perflous peace. The 
late minister told us that the example of a jacobin 

Gvernment in Europe, Ibunded on the ruins of a 
ly ahar, and the tomb of a martyred monarch, 
was a qiectaiBle so dreadlul and infectiou^to Chris- 
tendom, that we could never be safe wfaUe it exist- 
ed, and it was our duty to put' forth our last effort 
for its destruction. For these fine' words, which 
had at last given way to Mcurlty and imdemmUy, 
we had sacnficed nearly two hundred thousand 
lives, and expended three hundred minion pounds 
of money — and had gained Ceylon and Inaidad, 
which might henceforai be named the Indemnity 
and Security Islands. He admitted the splendid 
talents of the late minister, but he had misap^ied 
them in the government of this country. The aouse 
at length divided against Wtndliam*8 addieas by an 
Immense miijority. 

An important act was passed far oonsoBdatiBg 
tiie eidsong mUltia laws, and for augmenting that 
fbree to seventy thousand men, the pteportidn fer 
Scotland belnff fixed at ten thons^M. The sum of 
ten thousand five hundred pounds was voted te 
Dr. Edward Jenner, for the promulgation of his 
inyaluable discoTery of the system of vaccine ino- 
culation, by which it was hipped ultimately to extir- 
pato the smalUpox. A reward of twelve hundred 

E rands was also voted to Henry Greathead, fer Ae 
vention of dielif»boat; and five thousand pounds 
to Dr. lames Oarmichael SmiCh, fer his disoovery of 
tiie nitrous fumigatien, fee nreventing tfie progre ss 
of oontaaious disorderc. On the twenty-ninth of 
>aniament 



June pan 



was dissolved by proclamation. 



EXPEDITION TO 8T. DOMINGO— MUTINY IN 
BANTRY BAY. 

Trb Fkench government detemdned to attempf 
the l e cu y e r y of ttieir colonies of St. Domingo end 
Guadeloupe from the armed negroes by whom they 
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were nt {irMent bold. F6r fhli pnrpcM, • stioiiK 
toOitary and naTSl forco bad be«n for aome time 

Erapanne at the porta of Brest, Recbefort, and 
'Orien*. and the Bridah ministry consented to the 
aaiUnc of the armament before ^o conclusion of 
the definidTO treaty, on receiving Huonaparto's ex- 
preas assarances that its pnrpoa^ was to take poa- 
session of the colonies, and suppress the insurrec- 
tion. He sought to quell the roTolntiooary apirit 
which bis democratic predecessors had propagated 
in that quarter, and which had animated the negroea 
of St. Domingo under Toussaint L'Onrerture, and 
those of Guadaloope under Pelagie, to assert and 
▼indicate their claims to liherty and equality, as 
inoinbcrs of the indiyisiblo T^nch repnblic. Ho 
was desurons to put an end to a state of anarchy, 
which was pregnant with the most appalling dan- 
gers, not only to the ^ench colonists, out to ttose of 
crery otlier European power ; and the ileet^ consist- 
ing of eighteen French and five Spaniith ships of the 
line, baring on board twenty-live thousana troops, 
under genoral Le Clere, pat to sea on the fourteenth 
of December. Adnliral Mitchell, who was then sta- 
tioned at Bantry Bay, with seven sail of the line, 
waa ordered to follow them, and obaenre their mo- 
tions ; but, on learning whither they were destined, 
a mutiny broko oat in rome of the Tessels, which 
however, waa soon snnpressed, and the squadron 
proceeded to the West Indies, to reinforce the pro- 
tecting ileets on that station. Fourteen of the xmg- 
leadera were capitally condemned and executed. 

AFFAIRS OF SWIZERLAND— MALTESE PRO- 
PERTY IN SPAIN SEIZED. 

In Switserland a new eonstitution was accepted 
by one party and resisted by the other, and blood- 
shed having ensued, the Helvetic government was 
Induoed to solicit die mediatiop of France; when 
Buonaparte, availing himself of so plausible a pre- 
text, sent an army into the country, and iaauea an 
arrogant proclamation, commanding the aenate to 
assemble at Berne, and to send deputies to Paris ; 
ordering at the Fame time all authorities oonstftnted 
since the commencement of the troubles to cease to 
act, and all aimed bodiea to disperse. The diet of 
Schweits, however, as the supreme representative 
bodv of the Swiss union, remained at their post, hop- 
in^for the interference of foreign powers ; bntGreat 
Britain alone manifested an interest in their behalf. 
An English resident was sent to Constance, empow- 
ered to promise pecuniary assistance if the people 
were determinea to defend their country ; bat the 
approach of the FVench troops had compelled the 
diet to dissolve ; Aloys Reding, and other patriots, 
were arrested and imprisoned ; and the mdepen- 
dence of Switzerland, which bad been guaranteed 
in the treaty of LuneviUi*, was annihilated by the 
power whose mediation she had solicited. In Sep- 
tember Piedmont was formally annexed to France, 
and Turin, its capital, waa degraded into a provin- 
cial city of the rcpubUc. In October the king of 
Spain annexed to the roral domains all the proper- 
ty of the knights of M ailta in his dominions, and 
aeclared himMlf grand matter of the order in Spain. 
This stop waa supposed to have been taken at the 
suggestion of the French government. Thoa the 
order of St. John was diminiahed by the suppression 
of three langnea, thoae of Arragon^ CaatQe, and Na- 
varre ; and thus was ttie treaty of Amiens vitiated, 
because that order was now no longer the same bo- 
dy to whom the island of Malta was to be ceded in 
faul authority. 

BUONAPARTE FIRST CONSUL FOR LIFE- 
NEW FRENCH CONSTITUTION— LEGION 
OF HONOURr-WEST INDIES. 

BuoMAPinTi, anxiona to strengtiieB his power 
athome,Ganaed a propoaal to be made in the conser- 
vative aenate that he ahould be declared first oooanl 
for life ; the queatkn waa referred to the people, 
and earned by an imnenae mi^rity. Aaeciond 
queation, whether he aSbuldbave the power of ap- 
pointing Ua auc c eaao r , waa dedded in the aflkma- 
tive, and he was now an hereditary monarch in 
evei^ thing but the name. He imposed a nev^ con- 
stitution on France, by which he invested himself 
with f±M ri^t of making war or peace ; of ntUyiag 
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tieatiea ; w naxdoning m all casea ; of presenting 
the names ortbe odier two consuls to the senate ; of 
BoniaAtiag all inferior olBcers : of appointing, by his 



ewn authority, fbrty of the one himdred and twenty 
members oompo«in|[ the senate ; and of prosaibiiig 
to that body the sohiects on whieh alone it waa com- 
petent to deliberate. The odier departmenta of Uie 
stattf were ooually subservient to bis wiU ; so that, 
having utteny destroyed the liberty of the press, 
he might be said to govern the republic by means of 
an enormona atanding army, and a numerooa inqui- 
sitorial puUce* Aware that to the former he was 
indebted for his present elevation, he had for some 
time contemplated the formation of a military order 
of nobility, under the designation of the Legion of 
Honour j^nd the legislature decreed its eattiblish- 
ment. The legion was to be composed of fifteen co- 
horts, and a council of administration ; each cohort 
to consist of seven grand offlcers, twenty comman- 
dants, thirty anbordiaate oiBcere, and diree hundred 
and fiifty legionaries ; the first consal always tb be 
the chief, and the members to be appointed for life, 
each with proportionate salaries^ Joseph Buona- 
parte, the brother of the first consul, was elected 
grand master. 
. In the West Indies Buonaparte recovered Gua* 
daloupe, after a sanguinary resiatauce, and had at 
first met with some success in St. Domingo, Tous- 
saint L'Ouverture having been induced to submit 
under promise of pardon : scarcely, however, had 
he signed the capitulation, when, on a vague and 
Improbable chaii;e of conspiring against thenench 
government, he was seised in me midst of his fami- 
ly, and with them immediately sent to F^nuice. On 
lus arrival he was, without trial or examination, 
thrown into prison, where in the fcdlowlng year he 
died, and it has been asaerted that he was privatdy 
put to death by order of the first consul. On die 
seizure of Toussaint, the negro generals Deaaalinea 
and Chrlstopbe, who had also surrendered, jusdy 
fearing the fate of their unfortunate colleague, saved 
themselves by flight ; the insurgents again evenr 
where assembled ; the climate effectually aided thev 
eflbrts, and general Le Clerc himself at length feU 
a victim to its malignity. General Rochambeau 
succeeded to the command early in November, when 
a furious and bloody confiiet recommenced ; the ne- 
gro generals recovered possession of the whole island 
excepting a few mandme towns, of which the 
Fkendi with extreme dlfilcnlty maintained noaaea- 
sion ; and a country of inestim^e value, whidi, by 
measures of moderadon and conciliation, might in 
all probability have been preserved to France, ap 
peared irrecoverably lost. In Tobago, when intelH- 

fence arrived that the island was to be restored to 
'ranee, the people of colour flew to arms, and deter- 
mined to attack the Britiah troops under brigadier- 
general Carmichael, who had under his command 
only two hundred men ; but, having gained inteUi- 
geuce of the plot, he seised thirty of die ringleaders, 
and the French took possession of the island, in vir- 
tue of the treaty of Amiens. In P ominica a serious 
alarm was created by the mutiny of an entire regi- 
ment of blacks, who put to death captalnCameron and 
several other officers ; but they were at length totally 
routed. Whilst these eontests prevailed, the French 
legislative body abrogated the decree of the na- 
tional convention, abMlshing slavery, and the inhn^ 
man traflic was renewed with all the encouragement 
which it enjoyed under the old French govern- 
ment. 

DESPARD'S CONSPIBAGT. 

In October of diis year a treaaonable plot was dia. 
covered, of which colonel Edward Marcus Despard, 
who had distinguished himself in the service «i his 
country, was the head, and indeed die only indivi- 
dual of any consideration in the conspiracy. TIm 
object was the death of the king, and the aahvevaiaa 
of the constitution ; but the means by whieh these 
traitorous deaigna were to be eflbcted were to litde 
adapted to die magnitude of the enterprise, that it 
seemed seateely possible that the deaign should have 
originated widi any man in a sane state of mind. 
On the sixteenth of November the colonel and 
twenty^iine lahonrina men and soldiers were ap- 
prehended at die Oaxley Aims in Lambeth ; and 
on the seventh of Februaiy, 1803, die former waa 
arraigned before a spadaf oommission for high 
treason. After a trial which lasted neaxiy ei^at. 
fien hours, and in which very honourable teaHnie- 
ny waa given to the conduct of the colond, while 
in the army, by Lord Nelson, Sir Alured Clarke, 
and Sir Evui Kepean, he was found guilty, but 
eameady recommended to tncrcy, on aoooant of 
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the lagh tettlinonSals to IiIr character aad emitteat 
■errices. On the nindi the court proceeded to the 
trials of twelre other priMmers, and, after an inrea- 
tigation which continued liil the following morainf , 
the jury returned a verdict of guilty against nine ; 
two were acquitted, and the charge against the 
other was abandoned. On the twenty-Arst colonel 
Despard and the six. aecompUces not recommended 
to mercy were executed with tike naaal fonooe in 
cases of high treason. 

NEW PARLIAMENT. 

Ott fho twenty-third the now parliameat was 

8>ened by a speech from the throne, in which the 
ng obserred that, in his intercourse with foreign 
powers, he had been actuated by a sincere desire 
for the maintenance of peace ; but that it Y^as ne- 
vertheless impossible to lose sight of that established 
and wise system of policy by which the interests of 
Other states are connected with oiur own ^ and that 
he could not be indifferent to any matenal chuige 
In the relatire condition and strengttt of ^ose 
states. He expressed his conviction that parlia- 
ment would concur in the opinion that it was neces- 
sary to adopt those means of security which were 
best calculated to afford tile prospect of preserving 
the blessings of peace. The presage conveyed in 
this intimation was soon afterwards confirmed by 
proposals for augmenting the naval and military 
force of the countey. The attention of parliament 
until the Christmas recess was chiefly occupied by 
ilnancial arrangements, and by a bm introduced 
into the house of peers by lord Pelham, for ap- 
pointing commissioners to inquire into ftnuds and 
abuses existing in the naval departments. 

SYMPTOMS OP HOSTIUTY WITH PRANCE- 
BRITISH AMBASSADOR LEAVES PARIS. 

Th s extent of Buonaparte's authority at home only 
served to render him more impatient of contradic- 
tion abroad ; and as he had succeeded in subduing 
all opposition in his own territories, he imagined 
that lie could as easO^ silence the reproaches of 
foreign countries. Having brought his negotiations 
in Gomany, conse<^uent on the peace of LuneviUe, 
to a succMsf ul termmation, he had plundered at his 

£1easnre the ecclesiastical princes of the empire, to 
kdemnify those whose territories he had seised on 
the Prench side of the Rhine, and tak.cn care amply 
to reward those wretched potentates who had dis- 
played the most cowardly stibscrviency to his in- 
terests. Among these the petty sovereigns of 
Baden and Wirtemberg were raised by him to the 
dignity of electors, as preparatory to their subse- 
quent elevation to the rank of Liugs. Ho had been 
equally snccessfid in reviving t)ie ancient jealousy 
between the Prussian monarch and the emperor of 
Germany ; the former of whom was imprudently 
seduced by hopes of personal aggrandizement, to 
enlarge the influence and power of an implacable 
enemy, and thus prepared the way for his own 
destruction. In Italy, also,, BuonAparte had as- 
sumed the sovereignty under the denomination of 
President of the Italian republic ; for such was the 
title now adopted bv the Cisalpine republic. He 
had united the kingdom of Sanfinia and the dutchy 
of Parma to Prance ; and he had taken effectual 
means for rivetting the chains of Switzerland. 

little sotidtous to afford prools of a pacific dis- 
position to the only enemy who had resisted him 
with etEecX, Buonaparte betrayed, in all his com- 
munications with the British cabinet, an overbear- 
ing and insupportable pride. First to Otto, and 
afterwards to his ambassador, general Andreossi, 
he sent instructions to ccnnplain of the freedom of 
fliose anlmadversons which the public writers of 
Great Britain passed on his character and conduct ; 
and those complaints were reiterated as well by 
Talleyrand, as by the first consul himself, to lord 
Whitwortb, who, in November, 1802, repaired to 
Paris as ambassador to the French court. He could 
tiot be penuaded that tiie British government was 
imable to exercise over the press the same un- 
limited power, die same bonndbss tyranny, which 
he hfansclf exercised over every public writer 
throughout his vast dominions. It was impossible 
to make him undentand that. In England, the 
ministers were subject to the same legal restraints as 
the lowest subject of the realm ; that they could pro- 
peed only aecordhig to the forms of law ; and that, 
if what the law deemed a libel should bo uttered or 



written s^ost tho first potsutate In Botopc, he 
must, in order to punish the offender, have reoonrsa 
to the same modes of prooeeding which src vnr- 
scribed to Englishmen themselves, undtar yitin^^T 
circumstanoes. In the autumn of 1809, ho dbvctcd 
his agent. Otto, to prefor charges against certain 
Englwh public writers ; and against Peltier, who 
conducted a journal in the Frendi language, en- 
titied L'Amblgv. Altiion^h, as lord HawkesWy 
had pertinently observed, m his instructions to Mr. 
Merry, who was tiien at Paris, the Freoth. press 
poured forth constant libels afpainst the English 
government ; libels, too. authonsed by tho Frendi 
cabinet ; although Rhoinhardt, the Jacobin ronre- 
sentatif e of Buonaparte at Hamburgh, had vioUlcd 
the neutrality of Uie senate, and had compelled 
them to insert a most vimleait attack upon tho 
English government in the Hamburg^ paper; al- 
though £tuonaparte himself had publicly uttered 
similar libels ; and although, to use the words of 
lord Hawkesbury, it might, indeed, with truth be 
asserted, that the period which ,had elapsed siooe 
the conclusion of the definitive treaty had been 
marked with one continued series of aggresston, 
violence, and insult, on the part of tiie Pren^ 
government ; so averse were the Britl^ n^i^sters 
nrom any conduct which could have even a ten- 
dency to produce a renewal of hostilities between 
the two countries, that they instructed the ac tu r uey - 
gcneral to file a criminal information against Po- 
tior. The cause was tried on the twenty-Ant «f 
February, 1803, and the defendant was convicted ; 
but the renewal of hostilities was allowed to seeure 
him from pnniriimeot. At the very time when Hiis 
trial was pending, the difference between the two 
govemmenti was such as to render hostilities un- 
avoidable. At tiio latter end of February lord 
Whitworth had an interview with Buonaparte, in 
which the latter so far forgot himself as peisonsBy 
to insult the British ambassador, and to threaten 
his government in the presence of other diplomatic 
characters. On this occasion he openly avowed his 
ambitious designs, and clearly developed his vi«w» 
upon Egypt, whither he had despatched firbasfianij 
a CorMcan officer, in tho ostensible character of n 
commercial agent, to seise every o ppo r tun ity for 
promoting the French interest in the Levant ; he 
boldly justified his unprincipled nsurpatioas 
S^tserland, Piedmont, and Italy ; and perempt 
It insisted on the immediate evacuation of Malta, ae 
the sine qua non of continued peace. By the treaty 
of Amiens, tho king had stipulated to restore the 
island within a given time to the order of St. John, 
under the express guarantee of its independence 
and neutrality by the principal powers of Europe. 
Circumstances, however, tending to destroy the in- 
dependence of tho order itself, by depriving it of a 
considerable portion of its refcnue, had sobse- 
qaentiy arisen, which rendered it highly imprudent 
to carry that article of the treaty into efiect. Be- 
sides, the stipulation bad been made with a refer- 
ence to the relative situation of the contxactmg 
parties at the time of concluding tho treaty. That 
situation had experienced a material change by the 
fresh acquisitions of territory which Buonaparte 
had afterwards made, and by tiie consequent addi« 
tion of power which he had secured. His inten- 
tions, too, to dismember the Turkish empire, and 
to monopolize the commerce of the Levant, objects 
against which specific provisions were made in the 
treaty, were too notonous not to call for measunss 
of adequate precaution on the part of Great Britain, 
whose ministers, indeed, were almost to blame for 
having carried a system of conciliation and onnocs- 
sion to so great a length. At last &e inutility of 
every attempt .to induce Buonaparte to listen to 
the claims of justice became so obvious, that the 
British ambassador received orders to return to 
England; and he accordingly left Paris on the 
tweUttk of May, 1803. 

GRANT TO THE PRINCE OP WALES— MES- 
SAGE RESPECTING FRANCE-WAR. 

On a message from the king^ recommending Ae 
embarrassed state of the prince of Wales to the con- 
sideration of parliament, a proposition was moved 
by Addington for granting to nis royal hi^mets, 
out of the consolidated fond, tho annual svn of 
sixty thousand pounds, for threo years and a half. 
This sum, though the prince expressed his grati- 
tude for the liberality uf pacliament, was not suf- 
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ftdenC to meet all bte engagementi, and Calcraft 
moved that iio ahoold be euaUed immediately to 
ref umo baa state and dignity ; bat it was rejected, 
and tlio Qiisinal proportion i^aMed nnanimoiMly. 

On tbe ogbih of March his majesty sent a mes- 
sage to parliament, annooncing that Tory consider- 
able military prepsurations were carrying ou in the 
ports of France and Holland; and that be had 
therefore judged it expedient to adopt additional 
measares of precantion for the secaiity of his 
dominions. It was added that, though the prepara- 
tions referred to were arowedly directed to colonial 
service, yet, as discussions of great importance 
were then subsisting between Us miyesty and the 
CVench gOTomment, the result of which must be 
uncertain, it was necessary to make such provision 
, as circumstances might require. An address was 
unanimously voted, and a resolution was after- 
wards passed for raising ten. thousand additional 
seamen, induding three tikousand four hundred ma- 
rines. A sabsequent message to parliament an- 
nounood tha king's intention to call out the militia ; 
and, alter some suixeeding weeks of suspense, it 
was stated in anotfier, on the sixteenth of May, 
that the king had re-callcd bis ambassador from 
Paris; that (ha Fronch minister had left London; 
and that has miyjesty had given directions for laying 
before the bouse of commons, with as little delay 
as ponible, copies of such juiperfe ss would afford 
the fullest information at this important coBjnnctuie. 
Tbe messi^e was taken into consideration in the 
house of lords on the twenty-third of May, when 
lord Pelham moved tiie address. The only question 
was, he observed, whether a disdnot and legitimate 
ground of war was established by the correspon- 
dence now on tbe table. Without going minutely 
into these documents, he should briefly advert to 
the principal points in dispute between the two 
COTommenti ; and, first, with respect to Malta. It 
would be seen from the papers on the table that up 
to a giren period his majesty's ministers had taken 
every step to carry into ^ect the provisions of the 
treaty relating to tiiis idand. It was abont the 
twmity-seTenth of January that the F!rench govem- 
waeat began to press, in a very peremptory manner 
for its evacuation ; and it was about that period 
that minSsters thought themselves bound to demand 
some satisfiustory explanation of the pretensions ad- 
vmced, and the -views disclosed by the French gov- 
ernment. Circumstances then existed which ren- 
dered it necessary to refer badt to what bad been 
the oondnct of the First Consul from tlie period 
when tbe treaty was condndcd ; and in the course 
of this view the jriain and intelligible mforonce was, 
that he had pnrsned one constant series of acti to- 
tally inconaiBtent widi a sincere desire to preserve 
tiie peace of the two countries. The answers ro- 
tomed by ministers to the complaints of the French 
government regarding the Hbertv of the press, the 
residence of the Boorbons, aim the countenance 
afforded by this country to French emigrants, 
would be found in tfie correspondence ; and no en- 
tertained a eonfldent expectation that tbeht lan- 
guage on those subjects was of a nature to meet 
with unircrsal suppmrt and approbation. Thoj had 
shown, his lordsmp said, the utmost reluctance to 
resort to any measure which n^gl^t hasten a renew- 
al of hostOiacs ; bat the conduct of tfie French gor- 
emment could no longer be tolerated, consistently 
with the honour, dignity, and safety of this country. 
War, then, had become inevitable ; and it was a 
war in which the national spirit ought to be exerted 
in every way wfaicfa would demonstrate, to a proud 
and insolent foe, that, while the people of England 
were not anxious for an opportonity of taking ot- 
fonce, Aey were sensibly uive to the least imputa- 
tion of diMumour, and do t e i min ed on punishing in- 
sults with tiie most exemplary vengeance. 

the existing admlnisaatlon, appeared at lUs 
time to be IdgUy obnoxious to what was called the 
Orenvllle party, and Pitt and his friends began to 
manifest towards tbem unequivocal marks of cold- 
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Farliahxht was diiefly occupied by saloects of 
finance, and witii devising the moans of providing 
for the defence of the country against the threaten- 
ed invasion. The first and most obvious measure 
was to ren4er the militia, the constitutional defence 
of the country, as effective. as possUde, and a biU 
isr that purpose wa^brought into the house of com- 



mons, by the secretary atrwar, on the twentietti of 
May, which passed through its sereral stages witti- 
out any material opposition. But the militia being 
considered inadequate to the defence of the realm, 
a message from uie crown was sent to parliament 
on the eighteenth of June, stating tiiat bis nunesty 
considered it important for the safety and defence 
of the nation that a lar^ additional military force 
should be forthwith raised and assembled, and it 
was recommended to both houses to take such mea 
sures as should appear to be «uost effectual for ac 
complishiug this purpose with the least possible d» 
lay. A bill was immediately brought into parlia 
ment for embodying a new species of militia, under 
the ^nomination of the army of reserve, to consist 
of iifty thousand men for England, and ten thou- 
sand for Ireland, to bo raised by ballot, and cou" 
fined to the defence of the united kingdom : the offi- 
cers to be appointed from the regular armv and tbe 
half-pay list : all persons from the age oTeighteen 
to forty-five to be uable to serve, with the exception 
of ttiose who were exempt from the militia ballot, 
and such rolnnteers as were cnroBed previously to 
the date of the last message of his majesty : aU 
poor persons having more than one child under ten 
years of age were also exempt : the persons com* 
posing this force to be allowed to volonteer into the 
regular army. On the sixth of July thii bill ob- 
tained the royal assent. But these measures of do- * 
fence, however important, were only the precur- 
sors of one of tlie most giipintic magnitude, being 
no less than arming and training the whole effective 
male population of Great Britain. This prqject was 
presented to tbe consideration of parliament on tho 
eighteenth of July, and passed into a law, by re- 
ccaving the royal assent on the twenty-seventh of 
the same month, lliis general enrolment, denomi- 
nated the levy en masse, was divided into four dif- 
ferent classes : the first comprehended all unmar- 
ried men between the ages of seventeen and thirty ; 
the second, unmarried men between thirty and 
fifty : the third, all married men between seventeen 
and thirty, not having more than two children under 
ten years of age ^ ana the fourth, all under the ago 
of fifty-five, not comprised in the other descriptions. 
The different classes, who were to be trained and 
taught the use of arms in their respective parishes, 
were, in case of actual invasion, liable to be called 
out by his majesty, in Uie orders specified, to co- 
operate with tho regular army In au]^ part of tho 
kingdom, and to remain embodied unol die enemy 
shotdd be exterminated or driven into tiio sea. 

On the thirteenth of June the chancellor of the 
exchequer proposed to raise, by an increase of 
the customs' duties on sugar, exports, cotton, and 
tonnage, aboiAt two million pounds annually ; and' 
by new duties on tho excise of toa, wine, spirits, 
and malt, six million pounds more. Ho then pre- 
sented a plan of a tax on income, imposing a du^ 
on land of one shilling in the pound, to be paid by 
the landlord, and ninepence in the pound to be paid 
by tho tenant, together with a tax <n one shIDing in 
the pound on all other species of income from one 
hundred and filty pounds upwards. Tbe nett pro- 
duce of this revived property tax was cakulated ait 
four minion seven hundred thousand pounds, and 
the whole product of tho war taxes at twelve mil- 
lion seven hundred thousand pounds apnually, to 
expire six months alter the return of peace. In 
addition to these grants the .other taxes were con- 
tinned, and the whole of tho supplies voted by par- 
liament for the service of the year 18t9 amounted 
to upwards of fortj-ono million pounds. 

VOLUNTBSB ASSOCIATIONS— PBSPARA- 
TIONS FOR INVASION BY FRANCS.^ 

At this Ifane the prepaiationa for invading Bri- 
tain, made by France, called forth a simnltan^us 
burst of loyattyaad patriotism tnm att a i a s srt ; and 
in a vary brief interval upwards of four hundred 
thousand mea in anas appeared rc ed | r to defend 
their native ooasts. So nnmeroiis, indeed, weie 
these voluntary armed assodations, that it rendered 
the act for raising the levy sii maue peifectly su- 
poffluous. Boonapaite viewed with astonishment 
this extraordinary display of naHennl enas^ ; and 
though his preparations for invasaon vere oontinfi' 
ed, the intention of eairying thelft into efiBMt Is 
thought to have been secretly abandoned. In ad* 
dition to tho grand fleet at Brest, whidi was pnp- 
poscd to be destined for the faivasioa of Ireland, as 
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immense ntunber of tramporti and gon-boau hed 
been ordered to be bmlt, wuh the greatest expedi- 
tion, in the French ports, onder the idea that some 
thousands of them might force their way across the 
channd, in spite of the firituh nary ; and, in the 
coarse of the year, a sufficient flotiUa was assem- 
bled at Boulogne, to earry over any army thatPrance 
might think proper to employ in tliis desperate en- 
terprise. 

ACT FOR RELIEP.OF CATHOLICS— ATTEMPT 
TO KILL MADE CAPITAL— VOTE OF 
THANKS TO VOL UNTEBRS— PRINCE OF 
WALES REFUSED MILITARY Pi^MO. 
TION. 

In the course of the seesion just terminated an 
met was passed to relieve the Roman catholics from 
certain penalties and disabilities to which they were 
before subject, on subscribing the declaration and 
oath contamed in the act of the thirty-firjt of the 
reign of his present m«^esty. An important addition 
was also made to the criminal law of the country: 
by an act introduced into the house of lords by lord 
laienborottgh, and on that account called the 
Ellenborough Act, any person guilty of maliciously 
shooting, cutting, or stabbing, with an intent to 
commit murder, altfiongh death should not ensue, 
was made sutgect to the punishment of^eath. The 
same penalty was also attached to all attempts to 
discharge loaded fire-arms with an intent to kill or 
wound. 

In the house of commons, Windham had taken 
occasion to express himself in terms of great aspe- 
rity and contempt towards the volunteer corps of 
the countrv, whom he termed the " depositaries of 
panic." le obviate any supposition that these sen- 
timents were generally concurred in, Sheridan, on 
the tenth of August, mored the thanks of the house 
to the volunteer and yeomanry corps of Great Bri- 
tain, for Uie seal and promptitude with which they 
had associated for the defence of the country. He 
also moved tiiat returns of the different volunteer 
corps be Isid before the house, in order that tiiey 
might be handed down to posteritsr, by being enter- 
ed on the journals. Both these motions were agreed 
to unanimously ; and on the twelfth of August this 
•ession was closed by a speech from the tlurone, on 
which occasion his migesty expressed his satisfac- 
tion at Ae energy and promptitude which had been 
displayed in providing lor the defence of the coun- 
try, and for the vigorous prosecution of the war ; 
aasming the house, at the same time, that as strict 
a regard woidd be paid to economy in the public 
expenditure as was consistent with the exertions 
necessary to frustrate the designs of the enemy. — 
At this uteresting period the prince of Wales ad- 
dressed a letter to the prime mmister, urging upon 
Urn the propriety of investing him with an efficient 
military rank, and of placing him in a situation 
where his example mi^t contribute tu excite the 
loyal energies of the nation. In reply to repeated 
mppUcations on tins subject, his royal highness was 
iuormed, that should the enemy so far succeed as 
to effect a landing, he would have an opportunity 
of showing his seal at the head of his regiment ; 
but, upon public grounds, his majesty could never 
permit the prince of Wales to consider the army as 
a profession, or to allow of his being promoted in 
die service. 

REBELUON IN IRELAND— MURDER OF 
LORD KILWARDEN. 

Ibklano once more became the theatre of re- 
bellion, the instigators of which were a badd of 
poliflcal enthusiasts, whose director and principal 
mover Was Robert Emmett, a young man of spe- 
cious and promising talents, the brother of Thomas 
Eddis Emmett, iriiio to<A a prominent part in the 
rebellion of 1796. He had been so unguarded in 
his conduct, while the late disturbances existed, as 
to become an ottlectof the vigilance of government, 
and had found it prudent to reside abroad so long as 
the habeas corpus act was suspended ; but on the re- 
moval of that obstacle he returned to Ireland, and 
arrived there in December, 180S. The death of 
Dr JSmmet^ his father, one of the state physicians 
in Dnhttn, had placed the sum of two thousand 
pounds at his disposal; and with this exchequer he 
proposed to himself the subversion of the govern- 



ment of Ireland. Though the porsoos Immcdfatipiy 
connected with Emmett, Rnsscl), Dowdall, susd 
Coigley, the principals in the plot, did not exoeod 
one hundred, yet these inftituated men were mo 
sanguine as to suppose that the spirit of rebeUioa 
would, at their bidding, pervade the whole king- 
dom ; and the usual intmxation, the stoppage of tlse 
mail coaches, was to be the signal of revolt in tbs 
country, while the first olgect of the insnrgents in 
the metropolis was to secure the seat of govern* 
ment, and the principal persons engaged in ite 
administration. For some davs previous to tlie 
fatal explosion, information had been conveyed to 
government of threatening assemblages of the peo- 
ple ; and other indications tended to awaken a soo- 
picion that a rising, as it was termed, was la agi- 
tation. On Saturday the twenty-tliird of JuTwp 
towards evening, the populace began to assombio 
in vast numbers in St. James's street and its neigk- 
bnurhood, without having any visible arrangemoot 
or discipline. To arm the body thus coQecie^ pikeo 
were deliberately plaoed along tiie sides or tlia 
streets, for the aocommodation of all who might 
choose to equip themselves. About nine o'do^ the 
concerted ngnal that all was in readiness was givea 
by a number of men riding furiously through the p«in- 
cipal streets ; but generalalarm was not excited until 
Clarke, the propnetor of a considerable manofiao- 
tory in the n^ghbourhood of Dublin, and who had 
that afternoon apprised government of the intoatiatt 
of the insurgents, was shot at and dangetoosly 
wounded. About this period a small piece of ord- 
nance which had been in readiness for the purpose, 
was discharged, and a sky rocket let off at the sane 
moment, so as to be observed throughout the whole 
city. Emmett, at the head of his chosen hand, now 
sallied forth from the obscurity of his head qoarters 
in Marshalsea lane, and excited his foDowen to no- 
tion. Before they had reached the end of thelaao 
in which they were assembled, one of tfto party 
discharged his blunderbuiis at colonel Browne, who 
was passing alongtbe street, when the bell nnhop- 
pily took effect. From this period, it is remaritaWo 
that nothing more is heard of Bmmett, or any of 
his brother conspirators till we find them beneath 
the power of the offended laws. 

The dreadful assassination of the chief juslico of 
Ireland, Lord Viscount Kil warden, was the most 
important and lamented event of this rash and cri- 
minal commotion. This unfortunate nobleman had, 
on the day of the insurrection, retired to his ooun- 
try seat, near four miles from Dublin, as was his 
custom after having passed the week in fuUHIhig 
the duties of his exalted situation- On the first in- 
timation of the circumstances which denoted dis- 
turbance being conveyed to him, his lordsh^ who, 
ever since the period of the outrages in 1796, had 
been in perpetual apprehension of tieiuf surprised 
and assassinated by rebels, ordered out his carriage, 
and taking with ban his daughter and his nephew, 
the Rev. Richard Wolfe, set off instantly for Dub- 
lin. Unfortunately the carriage appeared in Tho- 
mas street immediately after the opening of the 
depot, and was surrounded by a mob of armed per- 
sons. His lordship announced his name, and ear 
nestly prayed for mercy, but in vain. Boidi he and 
his nephew fell to the ground, pierced with inou 
merable wounds ; but the lady was permitted to 
pass through the whole rebel column to the castle 
without molestation. About half-past tea o'clock 
the rebels were in their turn attacked, and tbcir 
mighty prmects were all discomfited, in leas than 
an hour, by about one hundred and twenty sol- 
diers. 

MARTIAL LAW— EMMETT AND OTHEBS 
EXECUTED. 

The privjr council issued a proclamation, calliBii 
on the magistrates to unite their exertions with 
those of die military power, and offering a reward 
of one thousand pounds for the discovery and de- 
tection of the miscreants who murdered Lord 
Kilwarden. A reward was also offered to those 
who shoidd discover the murderer of CoL Browne ; 
and a notice was Issued bv the lord mayor, requir- 
ing all the inhabitants or DubHn, except yeoaMo, 
to keep within doors after eight in the evening.— 
At the same time, bills for suspending ttie habeas 
corpus act, and for placing Ireland under martial 
law, were passed with uncommon rapidity thronch 
their different stages, in the parliamest of tfao 
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«BU«d kiDgdom. ArmDcementi were also made 
for MDdlikff large bodies of troops fn>m England, and 
9/9erf measnre which prodence could raggest was im- 
■ledtately adopted, for the i^reserration of the poblic 
tnaDfloUli^ On this occasion, die Boman catholics, 
vith lord FingAl at their head, came forward in the 
BiAst loyal and patriotic manner, and, after express* 
ing thaw ntmost abhorrence of the enormities com- 
nsttad on the twentjf-third of July, made an offer 
to government of thair assistance and co-operation. 
By these and similar exertions the flame of rebel- 
laaa. was conqpletely exdn^aished. 

A special oommission being issued for the trial of 
the rebels, Edward Kearney, a calendeter, and 
Xhomas Maxwdl Koche, an old man nearly serenty 
years of age, wer^ executed in Thon£w Street the 
iocns of the insurrection, and several others expe- 
rienced a similar fate ; bat the most important of 
these Judicial proceedings was tibe trial of Robert 
Bmmett, Esq. who was arraigned on the nineteenth 
of September, and found guuty on the clearest eri- 
dence. On the following day this misguided young 
man, only in the twenty-fourth year of his age, was 
executed on a temporary gallows in Thomas Street. 
In Uie ensuing month Thomas Russell also exj^ted 
his offences under the hands of the executioner. 
Coigley and Stafford were arraigned on the twenty- 
nintik of October ; but, in consideration of ttieir hav- 
ing made a full disclosure of all the circumstances 
connected with the conspiracy, no ftirther proceed- 
ings were had against tfiAi, or any of Uie rwnain- 
ing prisoners. 

CAPTURE OF ST. LUCIA, ftc— FRENCH 
DRIVEN FROM ST. DOMINGO. 

An expedition despatched from Bairbadoes on the 
twentieth of June, under Uentenant-general Grin- 
fidd and commodore Hood, captured the islands of 
St. Luda and Tobago ; and in September the Dutch 
oolonies of Demerara, Esseouibo, and BerUoe. also 
surrendered. The islands of St. Pierre and Mique> 
ion likewise contributed to swell the conquests of 
Britain ; and to these su ccesse s may be added that 
of compelling the Fk^nch to abandon the TaloaUe 
colony of St. Domingo. The wax with the insur- 
gent negroes had been attended with horrid cruel- 
tios on both sides ; but so long as the French fleet 
was master of the sea, their posts on the coasts 
were effectually defended : on the rupture with 
England, howerer, they were reduced to great dif- 
flcuhies; several places snccessiTely fell into the 
hands of the insurgents : and Fort Dauphin was 
taken by tiie English. The Cape was soon after- 
wards completely fairested by Dessalines, with 
whom Bochandieau at length entered Into a nego> 
tiation, proposing to giro up the place on bemg 
aUowedto carry off the garrison. At this juncture 
the blockading squadron entered the roads, and a 
capitulation was signed, by which idl the ships of 
war and merchant ressels blelonging to France were 
to be surrendered to the British, who were to re- 
oeive the garrison as prisoners of war. Thus the 
French lost all their posseMions in the island, ex- 
cept the city of St. Domingo, the capital of that 
part which formerly belonged to Spun; and the 
negro chieftains issued a proclamation, dedailng 
the island free and independent. 

XOYBMBNTS IN EUROPE-INVASION OF 
HANOVER. 
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Is Europe tibe F^reneh 
putm motion, and the consular government, aax< 
lotts to Justify their condnot to ttie French nation 
and to Europ^ published a deelaratioo, dated tiM 
twentieth of May, on the causes which led to the 
renewal of the war with Great Britain. Orders 
were issued to increese the forces of the republic 
to four hundred and dghty thousand men ; the army 
of Italy was constderah^ iagmented; and large 
detachments were pushed forward upon Tarentmn, 
and on all the strong posts in Hut kmgdom of Na- 
ples which lav on &e Adriatic Duiuig tfie pro- 
tracted, negonations reinforcements were ordoed 
into Holland, and a powerful army waseoDeeted 
on the frontiers of Hanover. On the twenty ifth 
of May, general Mortier summoned the electorate 
to surrender to the republican army, Buonaparte 
fimnally Professing that he should occupy thatcoun- 
try merely es a pledge ffit flie restoration of Malta, 
and thatfbSf vielatiea of the ooostitutioB of the 



Germ^inic empire was only for the miraose of com- 
pelling the king of England to maratam the peaee 
of Aniiens. Altiiough it was impossible that the 
electorate could oppose any efi^ctual stand against 
the power of France, the duke of Cambridge was 
sent over from England as commander-ia<)^ef in 
that country, and proclamations were issued, cidiilig 
upon all the inhabitants capable of bcnuing arms te 
rally round their standi4:d. At the latter end of 
May, however, a body of ten thousand Frenoh 
(roops passed the river Ems at Mippen, and entered 
tbe nrtncipaMty of Ofloabarsh. which had beeu 

S'evfously evacuated. General Wahnoden, to whom 
e command of the Hanoverian troops was in- 
trusted, having collected an army of eighteen thou< 
sand men, dettrmiued to make a stand, first en 
the Hunte, and afterwards on tiie Weser } but at the 
moment when general Mortier had advanced into 
the vicinity of Nieuborg, a deputation arrived from 
the civil and military authorities of Hanover, en- 
treating him. to suspend his march; to which he 
consented, on condition that the invaders should 
be put in possession of all the fortresses in the 
electorate, and that ttie Hanoverian army should 
engage not to serve against France or her allies 
during the war, or until regularly exchanged. On 
the fifth of June the French took possession of the 
city of Hanover, where they found a nrodigioos 
quantity of artillery and ammunition. Besides the 
absolute value of the electorate as a conquest, 
which enabled the enemy to remount their cavalry 
and recruit their finances, they were now masters 
of the navigation of the Elbe and the Weser, and* 
being in the immediate neighbouihood of the com> 
mercial Hanse towns of Hamburgh and Bremen, 
were enabled to ley^r considerable sums of money 
on those opulebt cities, under the shape ia^ loans. 
In consequence of these events, the British govern- 
ment blockaded the mouths oi the Elbe and Weser, 
which was in some degree a retaliation on Germany 
for permitting the violation of its territory. This 
maasmre occasioned such distress to Hamburg^ and 
Bremen, tfiat they appealed to the king of Prussia, 
as protector of the neutraUtv of the northern part 
of the empire; but he decttned to interfere, and. 
the FVench were thus left to pursue tiieir exaetiona' 
with impunity. 

WAR WITH HOLLAND— BUONAPARTE'S EX- 
ACTIONS—BRITISH TRAVELLERS IN 
FRANCE MADE PRISONERS OF WAR. 

CoNTBAST to her wishes and her interests, Hol- 
land was compelled to take part with France. On 
the seventeenth of June it was announced to par- 
Uament that the king had commnnicated to tiie Ba- 
tavian government his disposition to respect their 
neutrality, provided the French government would 
do the same ; but as this had not been comjdied 
with, and their forces stiU occupied the Dutch ter- 
ritory, he had judged it expedient to recall his tain- 
ister frtmi the Hague, and to issue letters of marquo 
and reprisal against the Batavian repubhc. Buo- 
4iaparte also compelled the Italian republic to take 
part in the war; and he drew pecuniary assistance 
from Spain and Portugal in so open a manner, tiiat 
it rested entirely with the generosity of Great Bri- 
tain whether they should not be considered as in- 
volved in direct acts of hostility. Hie supplies to 
his treasury derived from tiMse sources were aug- 
mented by ttw sale of Louisiana to the United States 
for tiiree million dollars. Early in the year he 
made a singular overture to Louis the XVlIIth at 
Warsaw, for the resignation of that monarch's 
daim to the throne of FVanoe ; which was met by 
a most decided TefhsaL 

After the declaration of war by Engluid, a step 
which had never before been resorted to among 
dviliaed nations, and which must always be regard' 
ed as an act of atrocious baifaarity and injustice, 
savouring more of malice tiban mere political hostil 
ity, was taken by the Fkeroh government. It ap- 
peared from an article published in tfie Moniteur, 
the ottdal organ of the French government, that 
two English firlgates had captured two merchant 
vessels in tlie Bay of Audieme, widiont any pre- 
vioos declaration of war, and In manifest violation 
jf the law of nations; in consequence of which, a 
decree, signed by the First Consul, was issued, 
iirectlBg tbat all the Ka^h, firom tfie age of eigh- 
teen to oxty, or penons holding any commissioiis 
frem his Bntaaaic mi^ty, then in nmc^y AoaU 
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hnmediately be e<mrfder«d priaonen of war, to 
answer for thoae dtiaaiis of the repnUlo who had 
been arrested axid made pruoners by the Tessela or 
■nlQectB of hie Britanoic nuyesty, previouly to any 
declaration of war. In rirtao or this decree, all fhe 
nobility, commercial trareller^ and others, sutgects 
of the kinp of England, who had incaationsly put 
ChemaelT«s within the reach of Buonaparte in 
France, or were engaged in travelling, tiirough any 
of those countries oocapied by the ^ench armies, 
were either shut up in prisons, or confined to par- 
licolar limits as prisoners of wtr upon thdr par^ ; 
which Tiolation mUm law of nations, and of neutral 
hsspitality, was further aggrarated by a perfidious 
promise previously made to the English visitois, 
that they should eigoy the protection of the garwu'* 



ment, after the departureof the British 

as extensively as during his res&denoe at Paris. 

The naval campaign of tiie present year, in aa- 
rope, was not Darticolarly distinguished. On tlie 
fourteenth of Deptend>er, however, the port suad 
town of Granville were snccesslveiy atteckcd by 
Sir James Saumares ; on which occasion the pier 
was demolished, and a number of vessels, intanded 
for the invasion of England, destroyed. On the 
same day the town and fort of Dieppe were boai> 
barded bycaptain Owen, in the ImuKMrtalitfe frigate, 
with (he Theseus and Solidtur bombs. The Dvcch 
ports, fhnn the Zandvoort, in the vicinity of Haar- 
lem, to Soheveningen, were also serevely boas- 
barded on ^e twenty-eighA of Septenriier, and 
many veaaels destroyed. 
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CHAPTER XXXIV, 



-Martial 



in Ireland— IndUptksUUm of th$ J^itr- < 



Mxtensin of Irish MUUinSerpieo— Motions for Investigation into the Naval and MUUarf Force^fsr 
midable opposition to MinUters-^Ifnanee—VhangeofAdministration—Slave Trado--Additioitat Force 
Act— Corn BM^CMlIAst Augmentation— India Bud£et— Parliament prorogued^War in India- 
Loss and Recapture of Goree— Capture of Surinam— Naval Operations-Attack on the Boulogne Flo- 
tilla—FMure of the Catamaran Pn^eet— Repulse of Admiral Linois— Rupture with Spain, and 
forcibU detention of Treasure Ships— Murder of the Dulce JJ^Bmghien— Complaints against Britisk 
Envows— Seizure of Sir George Rumbold—BuonaparU elected Emperor of the French— The JBmperor 
of Germany declared Emperor of Austria— nispute between France and Russia— P,repar«dions for 
hostilities— Convention between France and Genoa, 



MESriKO OF PARUAMENT-IIARTIAL LAW 
IN IRELAND. 

T>ARLIAMENT MscmUed on the twentymeoond 
Jr^ of NoTember, 1803 ; when his migeflty, after 
ailadlnf to the measares adopted for the Vigorotis 
proMCQtion of the war, and adTertxng to the snc- 
cesiMa to the West Indies, and the suppression 
of the Ixiflh rebellion, stated that a convention had 
been cooclnded with the king of Sweden, for the 
purpose of adjosting the duTerenoes which had 
arisen with that power. In reference to tibe threat 
of inrasion, the uns declared diat, as he and his 
people were embarked in one common cause, it was 
aio fixed delerminatioi^ if occasion shoidd arise, to 
share their exertions and their dangers in defence 
of the conatitation^ligioB, laws, and independeace 
of the kingdom. The nstial addresses were agreed 
to without opposition. In the commons it was 
stated by the enancellor of the exchequer, in reply 
to some obserrations from Pox, that the offices of 
mediation ofibrcd by the court of Russia had been 
accepted witii readiness and gratitude on the part 
of his majesty's serranCs : but, although discussions 
of the greatest moment were commenced in conse- 
quence, yet they had not assumed such a shape as 
to lead to any probability of an amicable arrange- 
ment with France. 

Secretary Yorke brought in a Un to continue 
two acts ; me one finr suspending the habeas corpus 
act in Ireland, and the other for the re-enactment of 
martial law In that country. Ihb measure, diough 
it excited much dtsmssioh. was carried through 
both houses without prodncmg a single difirion.' 
The debate whidi arose on the ninth of December, 
on the motion of tiie secretary at war, to refer the 
army Mtimates to a committee of supply, embraced 
■a extenslTe tIow of the general defence of the 
country. The regular force proposed to be Toted 
for the public serrice amounted to one hundred 
and sixty-seven thousand men ; the embodied mili- 
tia of Great Britain and Ireland to one hundred 
and ten thousand ; and the rolunteer corps to in- 
wards of four htmdred thousand rank and file in 
the united kingdom. For the volunteer force of the 
country, of which about fortv-flre th ousa n d serred 
without pay, it was pruposed to vote the sum of se- 
ven hundred and tUr^ thousand pounds for one year. 
On this occasion Windham inveighed with great 
acrimony agafaist the military system adopted by 
mtnisters; and pointed out the inferiority of 
volunteer ansodations and bodies of reserve to a 
regular army of genuine soldiers, disciplined for 
offensive as well as defensive warfare. Pitt, in a 
very spirited and argumentatlTe mainner, defended 
the system ; but he was desirous that all the volun- 
teer companies should be brought to act in battiil- 
ions, and, whenever it could be accomplLihed. in 
brigades : he proposed to give to every batt«non 
the assistance of a field-officer and an adjutant ; 
such officers still retaining their rank, and pay in 
*he amy : and with respect to the number of days 



for which the oorp* shoidd be exercised, he was of 
opinion that about fifty would be sufficient lor tiie 
next year, and forty for each succeeding one. TIm 
expense aAsing from the field-officers and adjutants 
he estimated at about one hundred and sixty thou- 
sand pounds ; and that of the allowance to such 
volunteers as mi^^t, from their circumstances^ be 
obliged' to accept of pay, at between three and 
four hundred thousand pounds more, making an 
aggregate of about five hundred thousand pounds ; 
and if, for that sum, a force of nearijr four anndrea 
thousand men could be maintained in gradual and 
efficient improvement, he affirmed that this would 
be the cheapest item in the whole of the public ex- 
penditure. As to the sea fepcibles, he looked upon 
them as one of the most valuable parts of our force ; 
and this description of serrice brought into activity 
a body of men, who, being chiefly pilots and fisher- . 
men, could neither bo employed m the navy, nor 
permanendy taken from their fomllies. 

Lord Casuereagh also made an animated reply 
to the defections urged by Windham against the 
army of reserve and dae volunteer system. Qut of 
the diirty-five thousand already raised for the army 
of reserve, seven thousand fire hundred, he said, 
had entered for general service. The military . 
foroe.of the united Kingdom vras naturally divided 
into troops on permanent pay, and those UaUe to 
service in the event of Invasion. Of the first de- 
scription, there wen in Great Britain, and in the 
islands of Goemsey and Jersey, one hundred and 
thirty th ousan d men ; and in Ireland fifty thousand. 
The effective rank, and file of the militia in Great 
Britain and Ireland amounted to eighty-four thoo. 
sand men ; the regular force to ninety-six tiionsand, 
of which twenty*seven thousand were for limited 
service, and uxty^iine. thousand disposable for 
general service. The next grand feature of our 
military strength consisted In the volunteer force, 
of which three hundred and forty thousand men, 
accepted and arrayed, were at pre s ent in Great 
Britain; and in Ireland it amounted to seventy 
thousand ; to which were to be added twenty4lve 
thousand sea fendUes. Tlie total amount of the 
whole military force at this crids stood, therefore, 
at six hundred and fifteen thousand rank and file ; 
and if, to this number officers of every description 
were added, the whole amount would not be less 
than seven hundred thousand men. The number 
of ships of war amounted to four hundred and sixty- 
nine ; and, ha aid of the regular navy, and for the 
pnri>oae off defending the coast, an anned flotilla, 
consisting of eight hundred craft of aB descriptions, 
was nearly completed* Since the commencement 
or hostilities Uiere had been issued diree hiudred 
and twcdve thousand muakets, sixteen du>usand 
pistols and seventy-seven thousand pikes. The 
field-train also, in Great Britain alone, was increas- 
ed from three hundred and fifty six to four hundred 
and sixty pieces of ordnance, completely appoint* 
ed ; and the stores had i>een nearly doubled.— 
Fox applauded the leat and patriotism of the 
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TolimtMn : but he oonld newer biing hiinself to be- to the production of Oio piM^m '•fluired, Md 
Here that ^y were rawrotible of any thing liko at a low to conoMTO how thenMasm eoold, for a 
the efficiency of a ngaln force. The chancellor of eingle imrtant, be entertyaed bythehqw, wliea 
the exchequer, on the other hand, iUted that lord , no cause, no ringle lact, was bnracht forward to 
Moira. the comnander-hi-chief in Scotland, and support it ; when erorr potable mrgT peiraAed 
lord Oathcart, the commander in Ireland, were eo that branch of the pubBc Mn-nce ; whennaTal ukm, 

highly 8atia6ed with the steadineMand diMiphneof . Tigflanee, and actiTlty, were displayed m 

the Tolnnteera of Edinburgh and of Dublin, that 
they had given them an unconditional assui^nce 
that they wovJd eondtict them with confidence 
against an inrading host. 

INDISPOSITION OP THE KING— OPPOSITION 
TO MINISTERS— CHANGE OP ADMINIS- 
TRATION. 

IS04.— On the 14th of February it wss snnoonced ' for ■ereral hoixn, when, on a dirision, the nnmheim 
by an offldal bulletin that the Ung was much in- were, for Pitt'a motion, one hundred and thirty ; 
dbpoted, and the pabHc sympathy was excited by ', against it, two hondred and one. 

*^ - '^' • ' ' . . .-L On the twenty-third of April, Fox moved tor n 

eommttcee to reriae the sereraL bUb which had. 
been proposed tor the defence of die country, what 
•ntt again took a com|ireliensiTe Tiew of its actual 
state. There was but one point on which he and 
Pox dUTerod on tiiis occasion ; the power Tested In 
the king by the constitution of calling out all the 
eubleets of nis realm to defend ttie country in caao 
of inyasion. Pox was, perhaps, the first statesman 
who erer rentured to question ttie royal prevogataT* 
in thia particular ; for nothing is more cleany 
down by our law wiiten than that the poi 



auarter ; and when the best oAcen were employed 
1 every direction with tlie highest honour to " 
aelrea, and the moat decided adrantace to 
country. Sheridan deliTered a warm euogy en 
character and conduct of earl St. Vincent, die fast 
lord of the admiraltv ; whilat Fox and ot~ 
taking a difihrent aide, supported the m otion 
inqoiry, declaring that it would termfaiate to 
honour of the admiral. The debate waa continned 



apprehension of the retura of the malady by 
which be had been formeity liBicted. The attack, 
howerer, traa ao alight, that tiiere was no neeeasary 
suspension of the royal foncticms ; and on the ninth 
of March all apprehension was dissipated by Ihe 
assurance of the lord chancellor, that he had con- 
ceired it proper and necessary to havo a peraonal 
fnterriew with the aorereign, at which due diacue- 
sion had taken place witti respect to the bills salb. 
mitted for the royal assent ; and he had no hesita* 
tion to arer that the result ot all that took place on 
that occasion fully justified him in announcing his , ^ 

majesty's assent to the bQls specified in the royal ! callmg on erery description of hw sut^ta to re- 



commiation. 

A mcaaage tram the king, on the twenty-sixth of 
March, announced a voluntary oflfer of the Iriah 
militia to extend their aervicea to Great Britain ; 
and bUla paased both houaea to enable hia nu^eaty 
to accept the offer, and to raise ten thousand addu 
tional militia in Ireland. 

A syatematic attack on the miniitry was at this 
tfcne pursued by all the parties in opposition, 
through the memom of hiTeatigationa on the fiiiU- 



pair to hia standard, when die country ia aboot to 
be inradedi is reated ia the king. Pitt aasttted 
and maintamed this principle agamst Pox, bat em 
an other pointa those rival stotesmsn agreed ; and 
die result of this concurrence of sentimeut wae a 
strong diviaion, in which the ministers had a ma- 
iority of only fifty-two; two hondred aad leer 
having • Toted for the motion of Fox, and two 
hundred and fifty-six aninst it. Two days alter 
this diacoaaion another debato took place en 



tary and naral afihira of the empire. This opposi- ' same subject, in conseqoenee of a motkn by 



tion was particularly displayed in the progreaa of 
the bill to consolidate and explain the laws relatire 
to Tolontoera : the course of debato on thia aubject, 
hewerer, waa intorrnpted by a motion, of which 
Pitt had before given notice, on the naral defence 
of the country; a question which waa expected 
more than any other to try the atrength of nuniatiy, 
and evoi to ahake their power to ita foundation. 
On the iftoendi of March, after expreaaing his ex- 
peetetion diat part of the documenta which it waa 
his intention to can for would be granted by minia- 
ters without resistance, Pitt mored for an addreaa, 
reqneattng that hia mi^esty would order to be laid 
berore parliament an account of die number of 



tory Yorke, for the house to resoire itself into a 
committee on a bin for the suspension of the army 
of reserre act. This motion was resisted by Pitt ; 
and, on a division, there appeared, in support of 
the ministerial plan, two hundred and forty ; against 
i^ two hundred and diree ; leaving to miniatitra a 
minority of only thirty-seren. Addingtoa then 
detemuned on retiring from aduunistration, 
he had adiusted the financial conoema of the 
The anppliea were estimated at thivty-aix 
pounds for Great Britain alone ; and me waya and 
meana consiatod of certain additiona to €ti war 
taxea, a loan of ten million pounda, and avoto 
of credit of two million five hundred thou«an4 



sMpa in GommiMion on the diirty-firat of December, I pounda. On the twelfth of May it waa 
1793, on the thirtieth of September, 1801, and on 1 that Addington had reaigned the office of chanoeDor 
the tUrty-fint of December, 1803, specifying the \ of t^e exchequer, and that Pitt waa nominated his 

Buccesaor. 



aenrioe'in which they were reapectirely employed. 
He aiade his motion from a conviction, that, if the 
papers were granted, it would appear that oar 
naral force waa, at the preaent moment, much in- 
ferior, and leaa adequate to the exigency of the 
danger, than at any period in former timea. If 
these docmnento were granted, hia next motion 
would be for a copy of the contracta made, and the 
orders given, by the lords of the admiralty in 1703, 
1707, and 1808, with respect to the number of gun. 
▼esaels to be bujlt. The board of admiralty had 
considered gun4MatB pecnUarly aerriceable for ro- 
aiating inraaion ; yet, in the courae of a year, diey 
had mnlt only twenty-three ; whUe the enemy, in 
the same period, had oonatmeted nearly one thon- 
aand. From die period when hoatiUtiea were re- 
newed, our navy ought to hare been increasing 
instead of dindniaUng ; notwidiatandxng which. 
gOTornment had only contracted fer the bmlding ot 
two ahlpa of the liiae in the merchant yards, when 
it was well known diat, during a war, the building 
of ahipa was always neariy stupended in the king's 
yards, which were then wanted for repairing the 
damages austained tn the service. It was alao 
worthy of remark, that in the first year of the late 
war our naral estoUishment was increased from 
sixteen dionaand to aeventy-aix thonaand acamun ; 
whereaa, having begun the preaent war with an 
eatabliahment of fifky thonaand, we had augmented 
them in the courae of the first year to only eigfaty-aix 
thonaand men. 

Twnuy, treasurer of the navy, otgected strongly 



It was understood to be hia wiah to unite, la tbm 
public aerrice, as large a portion aa posaible of tbo 
weight, talent, and character, to be found in pubiie 
men. Whether he. waa aincere in his desire to 
secure the aid of lord Grenville and Mr. Pox' mav 
be doubted, because it haa been said that he coni) 
bear *' no rival near his throne," aifil that Im pre- 
ferred die aid of good second-rato man of bnsineaa 
talent ; but he certainly professed to wish for their 
co-operation, and the peraonal objection of the 
king to Pox appeared alone to prevent it: ks4 
GronviUe reftiaed to come into office without him, 
but Pitt did not make it the ground of withholding 
his own serrices. Under the new arrangement the 
following members of Addington's adminiatratioa 
retained their atationa : the duke of Portland, pre- 
sident of the council ; lord ^Idon, chancdlor ; die 
earl of Westmoreland, lord priry seal ; the eari cf 
Chatham, maater-general of the ordnance ; and lord 
Caadere^h, preaident of the board of control. Lord 
Hawkeabury paaaed trom the office of foreign af- 
fairs to the nome department. The new members 
were Pitt, first lord of the treasury, and diancellar 
of the exchequer : lord MelviUe, nnit lord of the 



admiralty; lord Hsrrowby, aecretary for foreign 
aflkira ; lord Comden, aecretary for the department 
of war and coloniea : and lord If ulgrave^ chancellor 
of the dotchy of Lancaster^ with a seat in the 
cabinet. The goremment of Ireland remained tm- 
changed, with the exception of Wickham, chief 
secretary, who was succeeded by Sir Evan Nepeaa, 
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ThA IbBowfaig iA«w appofaitmente took j^lace in tfie 
•obordBnato ottoes oi goremnent : wuliain Dxm- 
dtm, lecretary at war; Canning, trea«iirer of the 
aa-vy; George Rose and lord Charles Somenet, 
jofait paymaster* of the forees ; the doke of Mod- 
ttese and lord Charles Spencer, joint paymasters* 
genera] ; HnsUsson and Sturges Bourne, secreta- 
lies to tte treasnr j* 

SLAYB TRADft-CORN BILIr-CIYIL U8T— 

PROROGATION. 

WiLBiRPOBCX, on the thirtieth of May, pressed 
the consideration of the abolition of the Afirican 
dare trade. After an animated debate, Ihe motion, 
which was sapported by Fox and Pit^ was carried 
by one hnndredaad twentr-fonr to forty-nine roices. 
A bill was consequently bronght into parliament, 
limitiag the latest period at which ships were to be 
allowed to clear omt from an English port for this 
tvalHc to the fast of October, 1804 ; and the third 
reading was carried, on the twenty^eigfath of Jnne, 
by sixty-nine against thirty-three. In the hovse or 
lords, howerer, the bin was rejected on the ttdrtiedi 
at July, on the groond that the late period of the 
■asslon wonld prevent the parties interested tnm 
attaining complete Jastice. 

A plan for raising and smpporting a pennanent 
military force, and for the general reduction of tiie 
additional mflitia, was introduced into Parliament 
OB the fiMi of June, by ntt, under the designation 
of the additional force act. This measure aimed at 
aa establishment not merely to meet the present 
circumstances of the country, but to serre as an 
tastroment for tiie immediate improvement ot die 
existing s y s te m, and to supply a sufBdent reso urc e 
to the regular force, should an opportunity offer of 
employing our troops in foreign warfore. The bill 
was strenuously opposed by Windham, Fox, Adding- 
ton, and others, but it was utimately carried throng 
the lower house by small ministerial aujorities; 
there appearing, on the last diridon^for the bill, 
two hundred and sixty-flre; against it, two hun- 
dred and thirty-three. In the upper house the 
measure was sanctioned by one hundred and fifty- 
four against sixty-nine. 

On the twentietfi of June €bB com laws came un- 
der discussion. H has been maiatahied tiiat the 
whole system is pngndidal to the piU>liio weal, and 
that these laws should be altogeAer repealed, leav- 
ing the trade free, and the prices to find their own 
level ; but, in consequence of a report of the house 
of commons, it was deemed expement to have re- 
oeorse to new legislative regulations. From this 
report it appeared diat the pnce of corn, frtna 1701 
to 1803, had Deen irregular ; out had, upon an aver- 
age, yielded a fair price to the grower, like high 
prices had produced die effect of stimulating m- 
dustry, and bringing into Cultivation large tracts ct 
waste land ; which, combined widi the two last pro- 
ductive seasons, had occasioned such a depreciation 
in the value of grain, as would. It was said, tend to 
the discouragement of agriculture, unless immedi. 
ate reHef were aflbrded : and for this purpose, al- 
though within the period of the last thirteen yean, 
no less than thirty million pounda had been paid 
to foreign countries for supplies of grain, it was pro- 
psaed to have recourse to a bounty upon exporta- 
tion— a measure that had not been resorted to for 
nearlv thirty years. With this view a biD was 
brought into parliament, allowing«xportation when 
tbe price of wheat was at or below forty-eight shil* 
Hnga per quarter of eight Winchester bnshiDls, and 
importadon when the average price in d^o twelve 
maritime counties of England should exceed aixty- 
stt shiOiDgs. The biD passed through the house of 
commons without any fomudable opposition, but in 
the lords some few peddons were presented against 
it. Eail Stanhope called it ** A BiU to starve the 
Poor," and moved that it be rQected. The meiw- 
urc. however, passed into a law. 

Tho hotMip of commons, on the second of July, on 
the modon of the chancellor of the exchequer, re- 
solved itself into a committee of supply, to which 
several accoonts relative to the angmenutiou of the 
civil list were referced : when tlM arrears thereof 
were found to amount to five hundred and ninety 
thousand pounds. This excess of expenditure, it 
was stated, bad arisen from a variety of expenses 
incurred by services which could not be foreseen 
in the year 1802, when th^ house voted the dis- 
cbarge of arrears then due, amounting to about 
tvo hundred and thirty thousand /M>unds. With 



respect to the future state of die civil list, ft was 
p ro p osed diat several chaives upon it should be an- 
nually discharged by parliament. Those charges 
amounted to one himdred and thirty-fiTe diousand 
pounds, and related to fluctuating expenses : many 
of them arose from the war ; others from ineieased 
law expenses* The house assented to the proposi- 
dons of the chancellor of the exchequer almost 
without oppcaidon. 

Parliament was prorogued on the thirty-first of 
Jnl^, when the king expressed a hoi)e tiiat the ex- 
ertions of this country might, by dieir influence on 
other nations, lead to the re-establishment of a 
system that would oppose an effectual barrier to 
those schemes of unbounded ambition which threat- 
ened to overwhelm the continent of Europe. ^ 

SUCCESSFUL WAR IN INDIA. 

Thb events of the war in the peninsula of Hin- 
dostan. must now be adverted to. The peishwa, 
or Mahratta sovereign of Poonnh, having been ex- 
pelled from his dominions by Houar in IfiOS, con- 
chided a subsidiary treaty widi the English com- 
pany on the last dav of the year ; and to effect his 
restoration a detachment of troops was placed im- 
der the command uf m^or-general Arthur Welles- 
ley, afterwards duke of Wellington, who entered 
the liahratta territories in March, 1803, and ad- 
vanced rapidly to Poonah, which was re-entered 
by its sovereign on the thirteenth of May. Scindia 
and tho Ri^ah of Berar were in the mean time |ie- 
gotiatingan alliance with Holhar, of which the guv- 
emor^general, the marquis Welletley, having ob- 
tained evidence, it was resolved to employ tho 
whole military force to break, so dangerous a con- 
federacy. 

General WeDesley, who was opposed to the two 
latter chieftains, marched against the fortress of 
Ahmednughur, which he reduced on die twelfth of 
August, and dien advanced to Anrungabad. On 
the twenty-third of September he gained a com- 
plete victory at Assaye over a oready superior 
force : the Boml»ay army had also been successful 
in the Gnnerat^ and gained possession of the terri- 
tories of Scindia in that province. In September 
and October the town and province of Cuttack were 
wrested from the R^ah of JSerar, by k force under 
lieutenant-colonel Harcoort ; and in the north, gen- 
eral Lake, at the head of the Bengal armv, reduced 
the strong fortroM of Ally Ghur, after driving to a 
precipitate retreat the forces commanded by Per- 
ron, a French oflicer in the service of Scindia, who 
in consequence lost his reputation and influence in 
India. The British general then advanced towards 
the dty of Delhi, and gav^ batUe to the army of 
Scindia, commanded by Louis Boartjuien, over 
which, after a severe conflict, he obtamed a com- 
plete victory, and releoiied tho Mogul Emperor 
Shah Aolnm. who put hinutelf under the profcctiou 
of the Bngluh. General Lake next reduced tho 
fort of Agra, and on the first of November defeated 
the renudnder of Scindia's forces, at Laswarec. 
Meantime general Wellasley entirely defeated the 
Ri^ah of Berar on the twenty-eighth of November, 
in die plains of Argaum, which rictory was followed 
by the capture of the strong fortress of Gamfl Ghur. 
Inese s u c ces s e s compelled the ngah to sue for 
peace ; and a treaty was concluded on the seven- 
teenth of December, by which he ceded the pro* 
vince of Cuttack, widi some other territories, and 
engaged never to take into his service the subjei.t 
of any state at war with the English. A treaty with 
Scindia also speedfly followed, in which he agreed 
to cede all lus forts, territories, and righfai in tho 
Donah, and in the districts northward of the domiu- 
ions or the r^ahs of Jeypoor and Judpoor, togeth<-r 
with Baroach in the Goaserat, and Ahmednughiir 
in the Deccan. Ihns was the French interest i^ 
India annihilated, a poweiful confederacy against 
the English dissolved, and the dominion of tiio 
company consolidated. The thanks of parltamout 
were voted to his excellency, and to all who hud 
shared in the dangers and glories of the contest ; 
while the king conferred upon general Lake tite 
tide of lord Lake, and on general Wellesley die 
order of the Bath, 

Goree, on the coast of Afri<^, was taken by a 
French force, under the command of chevahcr 
Mahe, in January, and recaptured in Much by a 
small expedition un4er captain Dickson. On tho 
fifth of Hay the rich nnd important colony of Suri- 
nam surrendered to auyor-goncral Sir Charles 
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Green ; and, aithough tlie cajyture was aa entwpriee 
of conaiderable dimcolty, this Talaable acqiuAtioii 
obtained with little loaa. 



ATTACK ON THE BOULOGNB PLOTILLA— 
FAILURE OP THE CATAMARAN PROJECT. 

Thi Britiah naral operations of this year con* 
■iited almost entirely of exertions rigoronsly to 
enforce the system of blockade; and in attacks 
xmon the enemy's boats, which either ventured out 
of the harbour of Boulogne, for the purposes of 
exercise or menace, or were proceeding from other 
ports to that depot j it was, however, impossible to 
obTiate the effects of occasional rumours of invasion. 
In the month of August a general movement on the 
opposite coast exMbited every appearance of an 
approaching attack unon some part of the British 
empire ; and at Boulogne, in particular, an ex- 
traordinary degree of activity prevailed. Of the 
various armed vessels ooUected in that immense 
depot, a greater number was brought out into the 
bay than on any former occasion. Disposed in 
hostile array, under the protection of their numerous 
batteries on shore, they were vigorously attacked 
by the British squadron upon that station: the 
firing was tremendous, and its duration fovoured 
the belief that the long threatened invasion was 
at this time to be certainly attempted. Under 
ibe influence of this impression, the greatest ex- 
ertions were made for the public safety ; in the 
early part of September the alarm began to subside : 
but in the beginning of October, about one hundred 
and fifty of the enemy's vessels again ventmrod out- 
side the pier. At this period miniBters were induced 
to sanction a scheme which had been submitted to 
them by some American pngector, and was princi- 
pally to be carried into effect thorough the medium 
of copper vessels filled with combustibles, and so 
constructed as to explode in a given time, by means 
of clock-work. These vessels, called catamarans, 
were to bo fastened to Uie bottom of the enemy's 
gun-boats by the aid of a small raft, rowed by one 
man, who, heing seated up to the chin in water, 
might possibly, m a dark night, escape detection. 
Fire-ships of different constructions were also to be 
employed in the projected attack. The most active 
officers were distributed in different escploaion ves- 
sels, and die whole was placed under the orders of 
admiral lord Keith, commanding in the Downs, 
with instructions to cover the smaller foree by his 
powerful squadron. On the second of October his 
lordship, vnth a formidskUe fleet, anchored at abont 
a league and a half from the north to the west of 
the port of Boulogne ; and so strongly did ministers 
feel interested in the result, diat Pitt, and several 
other members of the cabmet, were induced to 
witness the scene from Walmer Castle. At a quar- 
ter past nine at nicht, the first detachment of fire- 
ships was launched, but the vessels of the flotilla 
opened a passage as they approached, and so effec- 
tually avoided them, that they sailed to the rear of 
the enemy's line without domg any damage. At 
half-past ten the first explosion-ship blew up, but 
not the slightest mischief was done either to the 
ships or the batteries. A second, a third, and a 
fourth succeeded, but with no better effect: at 
length, after twelve of diese ships had exploded, 
the engagement ceased about four o'clock in the 
morning, when the English smaller veasds with- 
drew, without the loss of a man. The enemy's loss, 
according to their own account, was twonty-fivo 
lulled and wounded. Thus terminated the cata- 
maran project, on which much time, expense, and 
ingenuity, had been fruitlessly bestowed. 

REPULSE OF ADMIRAL UNOIS. 

As soon as intelligence of the renewal of the war 
between Great Britain and France arrived in the 
East Indies, the French admiral, Linois, withdrew 
from the roads of Pondicherry, and for some time 
carried on a predatorr warfare against the Ens^h 
in that part of the globe : he captured several East 
India ships, and, after making a successful descent 
on Fort Marlborough (Bencoolen), plundered that 
settlement. He next collected his force, consisting 
of the Marengo, of eighty guns ; the Sondllantc and 
Bellepoule, of forty ; a cutter and brigantinc, of 
cnghteen ; and a corvette, of twenty-eight guns ; and 
stationed his squadron in the Indian seas, near the 
entrance of the Straits of Malacca, with the deter- 
nination to cniise in that latitude till the arrival of 



the homeward bound Heet ttom Oanton. On 
fiifUa of February this fleet, consisting of fifteen of 
the East India company's ships from China, twehr* 
eo imtiy ships, a Portuguese Kast IndUamaa, and n 
brig, passed Macao roads, under the oomnand 
of captain Dance, the scaoior ofllcer, when the 
Portuguese vessel and one of the China Bhipa part- 
ed company. On the fourteenth ttie sqnadron un- 
der admiral linois was discovered by tiie India 
fleet, when the commodore insCandy hoisted the 
signal Ibr his fleet to form a line of battle in doee 
order. At san*set ttio enemy was rloee upon the 
rear of the compan^s ships, but he desisted tnat. 
any hostile operation during the night. At day- 
break on the fifteenth he was seen about three inllfs 
to windward, when the vessels under die r'^™*"PniB 
of captain Dance hoisted their colours and offered 
him batde. At one o'doA in the afternoon, the 
commodore, apprehensive that his rear might be 
cut off, made the signal to attack each ef the hoe- 
tile ships in succession, which was oorrecdy per- 
formed. The Royal George, from her advanced 
situation, sustained the brunt of the action, and 
got as near the enemy as he would permit ; tt»e 
Ganges and Earl Camden both opened thdr fire ae 
soon as their guns could take effect; but, befere 
any other ship could get into action, the cnenry 
stood away to the eastward, and tsaptain Dance 

{>ussued them for two hours, when, tearing diat a 
onger pursuit might endanaer the property con- 
fided to his care, he anchored in a aituatioa to pro- 
ceed for the entrance of the straits on ^e fblloinng 
day. Thus did the gallantryof a fleet of British 
merchantmen put to flight a French admiral, com- 
manding ships of war superior in force and in men, 
and preserve from capture a property estimated at 
one million five hundred thousana pounds. On the 
arrival of the fieet in England, rewards were dis- 
tributed with a liberal hand, by the East India 
company, to the various commanders and their 
brave crews ; and the wounded, as well as die re- 
presentatives of die few who fell in the 
ment, were munlficendy rewarded ; while the' 
reign conferred upon die oommodore Ae 
of knighthood. 

RUPTURE WITH SPAIN— DETENTION OP 

TREASURE SHIPS. 

Whili a n^^ttation was pending between the 
courts of Madrid and London, admiral Cechzane 
acquainted the admiralty that preparations on a 
large scale were making in the port of Feml, so 
that in a few days a formidable squadron would be 
ready for sea ; and that ho had no doubt but the 
Spanish government waited only for the arrival of 
a fleet of frigates, containing treasures from Sooth 
America, to commence opcnhostilities. On receipt 
of this information, captun Moore,widi four frigates 
under his command, was ordered to cruise off Cadia^ 
for the purpose of detaining such Spanish ships of 
war, homeward bound, as contained bullion or trea- 
sure ; and on the fifth of October he fell in with 
•four large frigates, which, on finding themselves 
pursued, fonncd in line of batde, and continued to 
steer in for Cadis widiout regarding his smnmoas 
to shorten sail. He fired a shot across the bows ef 
the second, which had the desired effect of bring- 
ing them to a parley, when the Spanish commander 
was informed that osptain Moore had orders to de- 
tain his squadron : that it was hb wish to exocete 
that duty widiout bloodshed, but the determination 
to surrender must be made instandy. The answer 
being unsatisfactory, a dose battle ensued : in less 
than ten minutes the Spanish ship La Mercedee 
blew up, and the others struck in succession, after 
sustaining considerable loss. Except the second 
captain of the Mercedes, and forty-five men, who 
were picked up by die boats ef the Amphion, all 
on board perisned. 

An afflicting calamity attended the loss of this 
vessel. A gendeman of rank, who was going to 
Spain in that ship vridi his whole famOy, consistiog 
or his lady, four dauj^ters and five sons, had passed 
with one of the latter on board another frigate be- 
fore the action commenced, and they had thifre the 
horror of witnessing the dreadfhl catastrophe, which 
in an instant severed f^tmi them their dearest rela- 
tives, and deprived them of a fortune, the accumula- 
tion of five and twenty years. The squadron was from 
Montevideo, Rio dc la Plata, and contained upwaiMs 
of four millions of dollars, of which about eight hun- 
dred thousand were on board the Mercedes ; and 
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tin nardhukdiae <m board the frigmte iraa also of 
great Tahie. The adartralty was nraoh blamed tm 
not baring sent aach a force to intercept those 
veaaela aa would hare allowed their commander to 
animiit at once, without impeaohment to his honour ; 
whereas the equality of atrength rendered a san- 

Smnarr combat ineritable. "nie aegotiationa at 
ladrid were not immediatdy broken off in conse« 
quenee of this erent; hot after some time spent in 
froidesi attempts, on the part of Great Britain, to 
obtadbi a fvB. disclosure of the existing engagements 
between France and Spain, his catholic nuuestj de- 
chu«d war against Bngland on tiie twelfth oi De- 
cember* 

In this year, a British naral officer Captain 
Wright, died in the prison called the Temple, at 
Paris, under circumstances which gave rise to the 
sosptdon that his death proceeded firom the hands 
of ▼iolence. He had been the fellow prisoner of 
^ir Sidney Smith, and, after escaping with that 
eAcer from the Temple, had serred witti him in 
Egypt and Syria, and was the person who effected 
the landing of Georges, nchegru, and their com- 
panions on the coast of France. On the flfteentii 
of May, while cruising In the Bay of Qniberon, he 
was becalmed and made prisoner by the French 
gan-boat|, and Aid not long sarrire Us captirity. 

l^RDBROPDUKE D'ENGHIBN-COMPLAINT 

AGAINST BRITISH ENTO YS -SEIZUBB OP 

SIR GEORGE RUMBOLD. 

Tr b Duke D'Enghieii, the worthy representatire 
of the hause of Cottde, had, since the continental 
peace, ttred in retirement at the town of Etten- 
neim. In the electorate of Baden. In this neutral 
territory Buonaparte leaolTed to seise him; for 
whidi pnrpoie 'general Caolincouvt, with a body of 
cfcralry, entered the eleelorate on the fifteentb of 
March, and coming unawares upon Ae destined 
▼ictim, secured him and sereral of his Mends 
without difficulty, and erc*n without opposition. — 
The duke was immediately oonreyed to Strasburg, 
and thence, without any mterral of repose, to Pa- 
ris, where he was eonducted to the same prison, 
the Temple, which had been the last scene of his 
sorerrign's miseries : he was not, however, permit- 
ted to remain here, but was hurried away to the 
castle of Yincennes, where ho arrived on tike 
twentieth ; and that same evening, exhausted with 
fatigue, he was dragged before a military commis- 
sion, when a pretended trial ensued, and in two 
hours, without any evidence behng^prodnced, the 
illnstrious prisoner was found guilty of having 
borne arms against the French repnbuc, of harlng 
conspired to restore the monarchy, and of being an 
accomplice in the late consmracy. In the nudit, 
Buonaparte's broUier-in-laWf Murat, with four other 
aeneral officers, among whom were his own brother, 
Louis Buonaparte, and Duroc, the consul's secreta- 
ry, anrived at the castle, under an appropriate es- 
cort of Mamelucs— and the duke was shot by nine 
Italian grenadiers. He died with the spiiit of a 
Christian soldier, expressing bis satisfiBAtlon that 
his exocutioners were not Frenchmen. 

This event was ftrst made known in papen 
printedoutof Prance; for it was not ontil after 
several days that the Paris newspapers contained 
any narrative on the subject. In private, where 
men could Tenture to express an opinion, orery 
Frenchman declared his abhorrence of the act. 
In foreign countries the murder was stigmatised 
in becoming terms ; and, in some, solemn foneral 
obsequies were performed in honour of the victim. 
Sernal notes on the illegal seizure ot the duke 
D'Enghien, and (he violation of the neutrality of 
the German enqplre, were deliTored to tiie diet of 
Ratiabon, and addreased to the French minister 
for foreign afftirs, among which the most spirited 
were those presented by the Russian, Swediah, 
and Hanoverian mfaiisters. 

To divert pnlilie attention from this atrocity, die 
French government announced the discovery of 
another plot. In which they implicated the British 
minister at tae co«rt of Munich, Drake, and the en- 
▼oy to tbB elector of Wirtembnrg, Spencer Smith : 
a mass of documents and intercepted letters were 
produced, ftmn which it appeared that Drake had 
mcantleusly given some attention to the re p res e nt' 
•ations «ad prcoects of Mehee da la Toucae, triio, 
having obtained aooess to him, and made a tender 
of his aerviees, reported to the French government 



the result of his intrignee. Hie eorrespoodenoe 
was communicated to me elector of Bavaria, who 
dedared it impossible for him to have any commu- 
nication with Drake, or to receive him at his 
court, and the British envoy of course quitted the 
Bavarian territories : Spencer Smith was also un- 
der the necessity of leaving Stntgard. As the papers 
re s pect in g dds transaction were widely distributed. 
It became necessary for the Briti^ government to 
vindicate itself, and a circt*ar letter was addreased 
by lord Hawkesbory to the foreign ministers in 
London, which, in repelling the imputation of 
eountenandng projects of assassination, maintained 
the right of beuigerent powers to avail themselves 
of any discontents existing in tilie countries wiOi 
which they may be at war. Tlio exercise of this 
right was fully sanctioned by the actual state of 
the French nation, and by the conduct of its gov- 
ernment, which haid, erer since the commencement 
of the war, maintained a communication with the 
disailbcted in his majesty's dominions, and had 
assembled, on the coast of France, a body of Irish 
rebels for the purpose of aiding their designs. 
And if any accredited minister at a foreign court 
had held correspondence with persons in France, 
with a view to obtain information of the projects of 
the French government, he had done no more 
than ministers, under similar circumstances, had 
uniformly been considered as having a right to do. 
Iliese arguments were combated in a circular note, 
authorising the French envoys to declare to the 
governments where diey resided, that Buonaparte 
would not recognize the English diplomatic body 
in Europe, so long as they were not restrained 
within tne limits of their functions. 

ShorUy after the attempt to place the Britlah 
dhdomadc corps out of the protection of the law 
or nations, the French government most daringly 
infringed that very law. On tiie twenty-fifth of 
October, Sir George Rumbold, the English charge 
tPaffaires in the circle of Lower Saxony, was seized 
at his country house near Hamburg by a party of 
French troops, and oonyeyed to Paris, imprisoned 
in the Temple, and released only on sigmag a pa- 
role not to rotuni to Hamburg, or reside ^thin a 
certain distance of tiie French territories. Ihe 
senate of Hamburg appealed to tlie courts of Berlin, 
Vienna, and Petersburgh, on this riolation of their 
territory, and an application was made by the Bri- 
tish minister for foreign affairs to the Prussian ca- 
binet ; but a remonstrance firom diat quarter had 
already been made with success for the liberation 
of the envoy, and he was couTeyed from Cher- 
bourg, by a flag of truce, on board the Niobe fri- 
gate which caiTied him to Portsmouth, after in 
▼ain applying for the restitution of his papers. 



BUONAPARTE ELECTED EMPEROR OF THE 
FRENCH— EMPEROR OF GERMANY DE- 
CLARED EMPEROR OF AUSTRIA. 

BvoNAPAaTK, encouraged by the general state 
of things, proceeded to ascend- the last step on the 
ladder of ambition, and, when all the previous pre- 
parations had been made, addresses were present- 
ed to him by the legislative and munidpaf bodies, 
and by the different armies. In the montiis of March, 
AprO, and May, beseeching him to become empe- 
ror of the French. No extreme of adulation could 
exceed that by which these addresaes were marked : 
a man whose hands were stained with the blood of 
an innocent and virtuous prince, was hdd up as 
a model of virtue ; and the people, over whom a 
military ^^ranny held despotio sway, were repre- 
sented as supremely happy under his mild and nee 
government. On tne eighteenth of May a decree 
was finally passed by the senate, abolishing Oe 
constitution which th^ senators and consuls them- 
selves had so recently sworn: to observe and main, 
tarn inviolate ; and declaring Napoleon Buonaparte 
emperor of die French, and the Imperial dignity 
hereditary In his fomiiy. The new emperor then 
addreased a letter to his bishops. In which he as- 
cribed his elevation to providenoe, and ordered a 
Te Deum to be sung In all the chnrchea on the 
glorious occasion. Tne bishops kept pace in their 
adulation with the military and civil bodies, and 
framed prayers adapted to the new order of things ; 
whUe, to crown the whole, the Pope was ordered 
to atteoMl tiia ceremony of the coronation, and to 
place the crown on the head of his " dearest son 
m Christy Napoleon, c mp erur of the French, who 
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has'aicniflod hia Btvong deaire to be wiomted witii 
the holy miction,*' This ceremony took pUce on 
the nineteenth of November, in tho cathedral of 
Notre Dame, at Paris, — the aamo church in which, 
with more seal, the Parisians had, a few years be- 
fore, worshipped a naked prostitute, as the Goddeaa 
of Reason, in obedience to the command of Bnona- 
parte's Mend and predecessor, Maximilian Robes- 
pierre. 

The aasamptlon of the imperial dignity by Buona- 
parte gave a new interest to the politio&l concema 
of Earope ; and tho time had now arrirod when 
the Germanic body was no longer to bo considered 
as united under one head. 

In the month of Auf^ut the emperor Francis 
Lwued a decree, by whidt his title of emperor of 
Gennany was cbu&god for that of Austria. The 
council of state declared the olgect of this measure 
to be " the preservation of that degree of equality 
which shoukl subsist between the great poweia, 
and the just rank of the house and staite of Austria 
among the nations of Europe." The eoiperor 
further urged, that, in confernng upon his nuauly 
a hereditary imperial title he was following the 
example of Russia in the last century, and of 
France in the present day. This erent was hailed 
with undissembled Joy by France and Prussia ; 
•nd when it was announced to the diet of Ratisbon, 
it excited no animadyersion, except firom the king 
of Sweden, who considered tUs cluunge so insepa- 
rably connected with the composition of the Crer- 
man emi>ire, that it should be laid belbre tho diat 
as a su^ect for deliberation. No tribute coidd 
hare been more flattering to Buonaparte than this 
concession, which not only made the sorereign, 
hitherto considered as the first in Europe in pcuit 
of dignity, more recent in the creanon of^titlo 
than lumself, but even recorded his example as 
one of the motif es of the conduct of the emperor 
Francis. 

DISPUTE BETWEEN FRANCE AND RUSSIA 

^CONVENTION BETWEEN FRANCE AND 

GENOA. 

Tbb renewal of tiie war on the continent had 
been some time confidently expected, and die ap- 
pointment of lord Granville Leveson Gower, as am- 
n aa sa dor to tho court of St. Petersburg, served to 
strengUian the opinioB ttaJL aaodier continental 



alliance was on tho tapis. On the fillh of May 
emperor of Ruasia presented an energeiw ni 
the diet of Batisboa, en the seianro of Am 
D'Engbien, expressive of his astonishinent 
concern at the event ; to which the F^rench minietar 
replied that the first eonsnl felt himself in no 
responsible to the emperor on a point whid 
not concern his interest ; and that if 
intended to fonn » new coalition in Europe, and !• 
rocunuaeoco the war, there was nO' B o ed of eaapCy 
pretences. Two months elapsed befeie a reply wne 
oaade to this paper ; but on the twealy-Arst or July 
M. D'Oubril, the Russian charg$ iPqfmires, 
plained that it was by no means an answer ta 

note he had delivered. An important < _, 

ence ensued, during which die king cC Sweden ap- 
peared to he animated with a resolution to support 
the prindplea of tlie laws of natioBa» and to xnaLa 
common cause with the emperor Alexander. 

The emperor of Russia's appeal to die diet «f 
Ratiiboo had Utde effect on the Gemaoie body* 
The Ung of Prussia evinced no diapasltion to raaiat 
the aggressions of Baonagwrte ; and the m^iority of 
die other atates were fearfid of die renewal of a. 
contest, in which diey might risk more than 4iey 
could hope to gain. The emperor Alerander, in 
warmly remonstrating against the Qsunjiag spirit 
of France, had insisted upon the evacnafion oi the 
kingdom of Naples and me north of Genoaay^ 
the f^rendi, and the indemnification of the king of 
Sardinia. Tlie reftisal of compliance occasioned 
die Russian resident to daaaand his piMaporta ; and 
both parties made preparations for a reaofwal of 
hostiirtiea. Austria, in die maoja time, 
ed in repairing the kiaaes which ho- 
austained in the late war, aiMlhi impcovteg 
oondidoB of her military astahUthmeata. 

Buonaparte spared no eflbrt to aoqaira the B 
of meeting the Britiah navy on equal terms. He 
had now at lus di^poMl dw fleets of Spain ; anC 
by a convention concluded on the twentiedi of Oo- 
tober, he obtained from Genoa, in return for some 
commercial advantages* the service of six thonsaail 
seamen during the war, and the use of the har- 
bours, arsenals, and dock-yards. Thus the pott of 



was virtualW ceded to 
at diat dia Liguian re 



him. under an 



repabbc should, at its 



Genoa 

gagement 

own expense, enlarge the baBi^ for the recepliflBi 

of ten sail of the tinoj which were to bo iramadiatfr- 

ly constructed. 
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iAUtr frwm Swo/naparU to HU MaJesty^The AHtuer—Addlngton raised to the Pttr^mo, mmd 
jMau the MlMUtry— Other AfvoUUment*— Opening of ParTUmdU-^Kin^s Sfoech—Sipwim 
Sudget^Catkoile CkOmu-^Vote of Credit— Proeeeiittgt amainst Lord MelviUe—Re^gHmtUm of JLoed 
Sidmouth and the Earl of SueMmihamtMre—JUnese of Pitt— New CoaUtiou against " 



meneement of SostUitie^Stn^ender of General Mm— Buonaparte enters Vienna— Adoanee* into 
-Moo 



fooements te Italjf—The Archduke Charles falls back towards Vienuar—State nfUte Jtmo- 
simn F^ces— Battle of AusterlUt— Armistice— Return of the Bussians-^The Archduke >Mta«iRf 
defeats a Corps of Saoarisau— Treaty of Presburg— Treaty between France and Prussia— Ftench 
Fleets pmt to Sta— Attempts on the West India Islands— Lord Nelson's Pursuit— Mr Robert Caldtr's 
JCngageutent with ViUeneuve— Victory ^f Trafalgar, and Death of Lord N e lsom War in IndttH-JlU 
Teraumatiom-'MarfuU OomwmUis appointed Gocernor-Oeneral—Hi$ . S ha t h, 



LBTTCR FROM BUONAPARTE. 



TMTT WM •mploy^d in layiafftbe foundfttioo of a 
Jl >«v eonlcdBncT agaiiut Fraace. sat mmd m a 
lAiroorable opportunity aboald oocur rar cairyiAg it 
into efloet, vhoa mmoten receirod • letter, writ- 
tott by W a p olooa's own hand, vid ■iMirwmi to Me 
Sritnnic m^jeetT'. This mwnal mode of com- 
'muBieatioa, which ho had belurB adopted upoo his 
aocosoioa to tho ofloo of fltat eeuooi, waa choeen 
from a profemod desire to dinengaf e ao important 
a transaction from the iatiifnea of cabinets, and 
the perplexities and ddays of diplomacy. After 
adrertfng to bis rocent eloTation to the throne of 
Franco, and laaMnting the vnneocssary effosion of 
blood, he said he considered it no disgrace to take 
the irst step towards concUiatkmi for, tboogh, 
peace was the wish of bis hearty war had nerer 
Doen inconsistent with bis glorr. As it had nerei 
been cnstwmary for the English sorereign to com* 
monleale direotty with a foreign potentate, an an- 
swer was returned by lord Mugrare, addressed to 
the Fkvaeh minister, intimating }d» majesty's wish 
.to jnrocore the Ueasings of peace on term* oom- 

KUble with the permanent seouity of Snrope; 
t stating the impcaeticability of more ftiUy meet- 
ing dm orertoN now made, nntil he had com 
municaled with the powers of the continent with 
whom he was engaged in confidential 



APPOINTMENTS IN THE MINISTRY-OPEN- 
ING OF PARLIAMBNT-SUPPLT. 



lta».~PiTTfonnd itexpedteattni 
tion with Addington ; and that gendeman, baling 
been called np to tlw boose of peers by the title of Vis* 
count Sidmonth, was, on the ronrteeiith of Jannary, 
IMS, appofaited «» anceeed the doke of Portland, as 
oreaident of the ooandL At the same time lord 
If nlginve w«e appointed secretary for foreign at- 
fofars in the place of lord Harrowby, and the eail of 
BackingbaaMhire cbanrellar of the dutdhy of Lan- 
CMter. On the ffteenth the session of parUaBMSfaft 
openedhy Us maiMtf in person. The speech 
I the thrsne nanennced that the pteparatlono 
for Invasion were atill carried on by nuice with 
nnrwmlltiHg aelMty ; that Spain, nnder the control 
ef the Fkenoh goremaaent, had issned a declaration 
•f war against diia ooantry ; and that the padlc 

France bad been met by a 

on the part of his ma- 

passed onanimenidy in 



jeoty. The nsual 
both homes. 

< (n tfM twenty-third of Jannary, one hundred and 
twenty theasand men, indnding marine, were 
voted by the boose of ooaa m ons for the serriee of 
the nary, for the year IMS ; and a sam, not eac- 
«eediBg two million eight bqndred and eighty-eia 
thonsand ponods for the payment of the men. At 
tiam the sam of two miUon nine hoodrcd 



aBing, and fooir ndUon six. Irandredand eighty fhott- 
sand ponnda for wear and tear of ahlmring, fte. llie 
nnmher of aMn aetaally employed in flw navy 
at this tinm aaaovitBd to one hnndred and e^ 
thewsind On dm fourth of Fabraary the secretary 
at war moved tfie army eetimaieo of the year, 
wmch ametmted to twnve million three hnndred 
and ninety-five ttionsand Ibnr hnndred and ninety 
pounds seven shUUnaa and ainence, for three 
hundred and twelve Aonsaad and forty-eight umq, 
nnder die diSbient heads of service. - In the 
budget, which was opened on die eighteenth, the 
ndamtvr stated the jsiat charge of snppHes for 
Oroat Britain and Ireland at forty-four million Ave 
hundred thousand pounds. Among the ways and 
means were a lean of twenty mulfton pounds for 
England, and two nrillion five hundred thousand 
pounds for Ireland i several new war taxes were 
imposed ; an augmentation of one^bnrth was laid 
on the property tax, and of one-half on the duty on 
sak. Tms bcdng stronglv olgeoced to, aa lih^ to 
be fanjurlous to the fiohenes, considendde modiaea- 
tioas were nmde in their favour* 

Petitions fk«m the Roman Gadielica of Iralaad, 
praying relief ftxmi dvfl diaabilMea, gave rise tn 
very interesling diseussione ; bnt the aainisler de^ 
dared Aat existing circumatanoes were nnfovour- 
able to their daims. and they were vqjected by 
eonslderable nM||orities. On dm niaeteentb of 
June, in consequence of a royal message, relative to 
negotiations pending with some of the continental 
powers, a som not exceeding dwee million ftvn 
hundred theiaiand pounds was granted to bis ma- 
jesty, to enable him to enter mto audi Ai^[a9^ 
mentt, and to take such meaaurea, aa the aajgeti^ 
dee of alUxs might demand. On dm t>vtfftMf 
July parlament was prorogued by oommlsslSjK.' • *, 

PROCEEDINGS AGAINST LORD MELVILLE. 



In the coarse of this stsainn proceedings wen 
insdtnted acainat a member of a dudnaiti ntlen, 
which strongly engaged the attention of die pub&e. 
Amongst die measures for die r efonna i U on of the 
pubUfi expenditure, meditated or resolved upon by 
the Addington administration, an inquiry into the 
abases of die naval department was one of die most 
prominent; and a bill was passed in IMS, appoin^ 
mg coasmlssioners for that pm pese. This bdl oti- 
daated ia a groat degree with earl St. VIocenty 
first lord of the adndrattv, a sttnation to which, on 
Pitri return to p ow e r, lord Melville was appoint- 
ed. In the mean while the conwilssloners bad 
produced several soccossive reports, ode of wbfd^ 
the tentiv appeared to imfdioata the near first kwd 
of the adnairalty, who had, whOe be fiDed the ofEoe 
of treasarerof the navy, retained in bis hands large 
sums of the pnMio money, contrary tolaw. This 
report WUtbread brought under tbo consideration 
of the boone ot commons in April, observing that 
the commissioners bad done their duty to the 



public, and it fen to his lot to bring to justice 
whom they bad expoaed. The repei 
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only lord Mebille, but Alexfnder Trotter, hto pay- 
master. Mark Sprott, a atockl»i>k<>r, aud oUien. 
In exhibidiig a cfiarge against lord MeWiUe, he did 
not acciue a mere onprDteoted indlTidnal : that no- 
bleman had, for a perioijdl of thirty years, been in 
the miintemtpted possession of some Ittcradye of- 
fice, and had exercised a most extensive influence ; 
he had many individuals attached to him by the 
consdonsness of obligation ; and, though not per> 
flonally present, he had, no doubt, powerful fHends 
in the house who would be found ready to under- 
take his defence. Whitbread then referred to the 
act ot 1785, of which lord Melville (then Duodas) was 
tbe supporter, for regulating the department of 
treasurer of the navy ; and to the order of council, 
by which his salary was advanced from two thou- 
sand pounds to four thoitsand pounds a year, in lieu 
of all profits, fees, or emoluments, which he might 
before have derived firom the public money lyug in 
his hands* Tbe cfaar^(es were classed under tba«e 
heads : first, the having applied the money of the 
public to other uses thui those of Ae naval depart- 
ment, with which he was connected, in express 
contempt of an act of parliament ; second, conniv- 
ing at a system of peculation in an individual, for 
whose conduct he was offidally responsible ; and, 
third, his participadon in that system. To. the 
honoiir of public men, said Whitbread, charges like 
this have seldom been preferred ; and it is a singu- 
lar drcumstance that the only instance of a similar 
charge, for a great number of years, was brought 
against Sir Thomas Rumbold by the noble lord him- 
self, on the ground of malversations in India. With 
respect to the first charge, it appeared from the 
report that there had been, for a number of years, 
deficiencies in the treasurer of the navy's depart- 
ment to the amount of upwards of six hundred 
thousand pounds a year. When lord Melville was 
asked a plain question as to the appropriation of 
this money, he, as well as Trotter, professed total 
ignorance of the defideneies ; but oy-and-by tiie 
paymaster began to recover his recollection and 
confessed, that from die year 1780, down to the pe- 
riod at which he vas examined, he had been in the 
habit of drawing out public money, and placing it 
in the hands of his own bankers. When the com- 
missioners inquired a little further, he had the M- 
anranoe to tell them that they bad no right to in- 
terfere in his private affairs. Lord Melville, in a 
letter to the commissioners, acknowledged the fact 
of advances -having been made to bim ; but said 
that he could not give die otiier information re- 
quired, because he could not disclose state secrets, 
and because he was not in possession of the ac- 
counts of advances made to other departments, 
having himself committed them to the flames ; and 
not onlv had the noble lord destroyed the papers, 
but he had actually lost all recollection of the vMiole 
affhirl 'llie second charge against lord Melville was, 
that he conniviid at the appropriation of public mo- 
ney to private purpose*. Tmtter did not deny diat 
he liad large suns in the hands of Coutts, his pri- 
vate banker ; but said it was more convenient for 
(he money to be there than in the bank of England, 
and more secure : and for the truth of this opinion 
he appealed to lord Melville— to lord Melville, 
who framed and sanctioned the bill of 17861 to 
lord Melville, who, not satisfied with the regulations 
.of the act of 178S, proposes still stricter limitations 
.in 1780 I For what puipose, however, Whitbread 
asked, was there so constant a fluctuation in Trot- 
ter's account at Contts's f and why^uch perpetual 
drafts for money, in the name of Trotter f At the 
time that he ji^as anxious for the safety of what was 
rassing through his hands, was it always lodged at 
Contts's, allowing that to be the place of fittest se- 
curity t No, it was empk^ed in discounting bills. 
In forming speculations, in gambling on the stock 
exchange. 1^ less than tbirty4bur million pounds 
of the public property had pawed through lord Mel- 
▼iDe's paymaster's hands ; and, had Trotter's specu- 
lations failed, it was not to him, but to his lordship, 
that the public had to look for redress. While the 
peopla were struggling with the heaviest ^rdens 
ever laid upon tSom, Trotter, and his silent dis- 
creet broker, Mark Sprott, were placing their heads 
together to lay out the public money to the great- 
est advantage ; and lord Melville ne\-er once inquir- 
ed into his paymaster's proceedings. On the tiiird 
part of the subfect (the suspicion of criminal parti- 
cipation) Whitbread said that lord Melville had 
found Irotter derk to the navy pa^-olBce ; he made 



him his ^jrniasler, and in a short time bis 
In this situation lord Mdville had pecuniary' 
cems with him to a considerable amount, but 
unable to teH the commissioners whether the ad- 
vances made to him by Trottnr were from hU own 
or the public money. The truth was, that lotd 
Melville anew, when he first patrontaed him, diat, 
though a man of ^ood family, he had no property 
but wliat was derived from hin salary : it «aa al^ 
-solute equivocation, then, to pretend that bis lerd> 
ship could be ignorant of the source whence Trot- 
ter was enabled to supply him with advances. 
Whitbread conduded by moving tliirteen roniilu 
dons, founded on'the dnnunstances which he had 
developed. 

Pitt, in a long and able speech, remarked that 
there was no allegation in the report, or even in 
(he speech of Whitbread, that any loss to the pnb 
lie had been sustained by the transactions under 
consideration. He admitted that tiie sulgect was 
of a grave and solemn nature, and that if, in a great 
money department, irregularities had been obua- 
mitted, though unattended with loss, it might be 
the duty of the house to set a mark upon snch pro- 
ceedings ; but all the drcumstances of this case 
were not before them in the report, and, till they 
were investigated, die house could not be m a sita»- 
tion to come to any vote. On the face of the ac- 
counts, one hundred thousand pounds was the 
whole amount of the advances to lord Mdville. It 
was known that, tit all tbe sums of one hundred and 
sixty million pounds which had passed through the 
hands of his lordship, every frothing had been ■»■ 
gulaily accounted for ; and it would be found thai; 
of die one hundred thousand pounds, whidi, on the 
fiioe of the account, was paid to lord Melville, many 
of the drafts were, in reality, payments for poblm 
services. If this could bo made out, as he was in- 
formed it could, it was of itself a conduiTe arma- 
ment for further inquiry ; he dierefore moved that 
a select committee be appointed to consider the 
tenth report of the commissioners of naval inqairy, 
and the documents therewith ognneeted ; that they 
examine die same, and report meiropinxon thereoa 
to the house. At the suggestion of Fox, Pitt con- 
sented, in the first instance, to pwv^ tiie previous 
question. Tiemev said, tha^ duiing the tinie ha 
was treasurer of the navy, he felt no mconvenienea 
from a compliance with the act of parliament, and 
held that me report of the commisakmers should 
be taken as conclusive evidence against loid 
Melville. After a number of observations from die 
attorney-general. Canning, the master of the rolb^ 
and iord Casdereagh, in fovonr of a select commlf- 
tee, and from lord Henry Petty, Ponsonby, Fox, 
and Mr. Wilberforce, in support of the reeointions, 
the house divided, when there appeared two huo- 
drad and sixteen votes for, and two hundred and 
sixteen against, Whitbread's motion, and the 
speaker gave his casting vote in its fovonr. 

On the tenth of April the chancellor of the ex- 
chequer annoimced to die bouse of coDHBons that 
lord Melville had tendered his redgnatloa of the 
ofllce of first lord of the admiralty, which fab ma- 
jesty had accepted. Whitbread said that, had tbe 
issue of the debate on Monday been merely of a 
personal or party nature, he might have been se- 
tisfied with lord MdviOe^ removal from the le- 
sponsibility, dignity, and emolument, attached to 
the situation whiohhe had reaigaed ; but hethonght 
it so necessary that his lorddiip diould be prevent- 
ed from ever again polluting with his presence the 
councils of his soverdgn, thiU, betoreany other pro- 
ceeding, he should move an addrees to the throne, 
praying his mi^esty to deprive die noble lord otf 
every dvil ofllce held dunng the pleasm« of dm 
crown, and to dismiss him fran the councils of the 
kingdom for ever. Whitbread asked whether Pitt 
was prepared to give a pledge to Ais efifect, aaff 
whether iVotter had been dismissed t Canning re- 
plied that he had, but he did not think that the 
case of lord Melville, which, at the most, amou n ted 
to no more than a bare suspicion, warrantod Aa 
severity of the proceedings now propeeed : and, 
after a very animated conversation, Whathread 
agreed to withdraw his motion, in Hen of wUeh he 
movnd that the resolutions of the former night be 
laid beftn-e his majesty by the whole houses and 
on the following day they were presented acoord- 
iagly. 

On the sixth of May, Whitbread moved for the 
eraanra of lord Melvilla's name from (he Hat «r 
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privy ooanMnon, vlwii P|tt said 1m had reMon to 
Mliere that the measure waa considered, generaQy, 
as expedient ; and be had therefore felt It hb duty 
to recommend it. He had not airen this adrice 
without a bitter pang, but he oomd not hnffer feel- 
ings of priyate mendsblp to Intertere with what be 
found to be the declared sense of a majority of the 
hoUAO. MThittkread t&en inquired whethet lord 
Mdrille held any place of profit daring the pleas- 
ure of the crown t and, being answered none but 
ftnr life, he withdrew his motuni. 

The commissioners of naraJ inquiry bad, in the 
early progress of these discussionfl, been seduloasly 
oceupied m the rpsearches arising oat of the tenth 
report ; and Whitbrvad now j|;KTe notice of an in- 
tention finally to move fi»r an impeachment, which 
was met, on the part of Robert Dundas, son o< 
lord Mehille, by a requisition that the noble lord 
should be pretiouslj admitted and heard by the 
bouse. Leave harmg been obtained from both 
booses, his lordship, escorted by the sergeant at 
arms, advanced witton tiie bar on the eleven^ of 
June, and entered upon his defenoe. He solemnly 
asserted that he never know that Trotter had drawn 
any money for the purposes of speculation, and 
declared that he had felt highly indignant at the 
charge that such transactions had been conducted 
with his privity, and that Trotter had eiyoyed the 
advantage of his (lord Melville's) knowledge of the 
confidential secrefs of govemmenr. His lordship 
as positively denied his partidnation in the profits 
of Trotter : he admitted mat, wnen ttie money was 
drawn for naval purpos es , he had sufTered him to 
place it in the house of Coutts and Co. until it 
should be wanted ; but that he had ever given him 
power to draw monev from the bank indiscrimi- 
nately was untrue. He certainly did suppose tho 
paymaster derived a profit from the sums mvested 
lo Coutts's hands, but he had never considered it 
as a clandestine or unlawful proceeding ; and the 
reason he had not directly disclsimed any share in 
those profits, when examined before the committee, 
was because ho had that mom e nt been informed of 
the confusion in which his paymaster's accounts 
stood, and there was a doubt in his own mind 
whether be might not unintentionally have received 
what was his own piupe r iy from unlawful profits. 
Wm lordship referred to two sums of about ten 
thousand pounds each, the circumstances relative 
to which he felt equaOy bound, by private honour 
and pvblio duty, never to disclose ; diongh he af> 
firmed duit those sums were neither used nor meant 
to be employed for any ol^ect of profit by him. He 
had certainly directed his agent to proc u re for him 
the loan of twenty thousand pounds, for which he 
had paid regular mterest ; but it was not till within 
the last six weeks thst he knew Trotter was the 
lender of the money. After explaining tfie nstnre 
of his transactions with respect to the loyaltv loan , to 
which he subscribed the sum of ten thousand pounds, 
hia lordahip said, when he destroyed all vouchers, it 
was because he considered them usdess, and not 
firom the most remote apprehension of danger from 
Oeir existence. He could scarcely beUeve that an 
Impeachment was intended; he was eqnsDy in- 
credulous with respeet to ui indictment ; and he 
did not yet despair of receiving justice from his de- 
luded country. 

Whitbread then said, U»e excuse offered by lord 
Mdville for not direcdy answering qnestiens, in 
eonsequence of the mixed state of Trotter's ac- 
counti, was strange and incredible. He ari^oed on 
the suspidous circumstances of refusing to give any 
account of die two sums of ten thousand pounds, 
and declared that if his lordship would refer the 
Blatter to a jury of honour, consisting of the chan- 
cdlor of the exchequor, Windham, and any other 
person of equal Integrity, he should, in case they 
acquitted bun, feel satisfied. Whitbread concluded 
by moving ^at Henry lord viscount Mdville be 
impeached of high crimes and tnisdemeanovs. A 
long debate ensued, in the course of whieh Bond 
ol^ected to an impeachment as cumbrous and ex- 
pensive, and moved, as an amendment, that the 
attorney-general be directed to prosecute lord Mel- 
ville fev the several offences which appeared to 
have been oomnltted by him. The modsn fer im- 
peaeMae&t was r^etted by a majority of seventy- 
ieven, and Bond's amendment adopted by two 
•hundred and thirty-ei|^t to two hundred and twen- 
ty-niB« veleea : It was, however, ultimately deter* 
OA tl» tw«Bty-ftfth of June, ttiat the mode 
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of prosecution by fanpeaohment Aould be resorted 
to ; and MThitbiead was apoointed manager, with 
directions to acquaint the lords on the lollowlnf 
day therewith. On this occasion Pitt delivered hiii 
last speech in the senate, and argued strongly In 
fevour of a trial by impeachment, in preference to 
proceedingB by a criminal prosecution. 

CHANGES IN THE CABINET— ILLNESS OF 
PITT— NEW COALITION AGAINST FRANCE. 

Tbb British cabinet was still in a divided state ; 
and the conflirting sentiments of its members 
threatened to produce a partial change in the mi* 
nistrv. had no suloect of paramount interest arisen 
to call them more strongly into action. It appears 
that, soon after the Easter recess, lord Sidmouth 
•uggested the propriety of removing lord Melville 
from the privy council ; but Pitt, wishing to avoid 
that measure, conceived that both parliament and 
the country woidd be satisfied with the noble lord's 
resignation of his oAoe as first lord of the admiralty. 
Neither party was disposed to yield, and lord Sid- 
mouth, the earl of Buck inghamwiire, and Mr. Van- 
sittart, expressed (heir determination to throw up 
their several appointments ; but this extremity was 
for the present averted by the erasure of lord Mel* 
ville's name from the list of the privy council, and 
the rote of impeachment which afterwards passed 
against that nobleman. However, on the mth of 
July, lord Sidmouth went out of office : and his 
example was followed by die earl of BucUngfaant' 
shire. These noblemen were succeeded by earl 
Camden and lord Harrowby, while lord Casdereafl^ 
was appointed to the foreign department, die office 
of first lord of the admiralty having been previ- 
ously conferred on Sir Charles Middleton. who 
was called to the upper house under the title of 
Lord Barbam. 

For more than four years Pitt had laboured un- 
der all the inconveniences reauldog from a weak 
stomach, and the consequent feilure of appedte ; 
and it will be easilv conceived that mental anxiety 
ii peculiarly calculated to aggravate the effects w 
sucn a disorder. This anxiety the unprosnerous 
state of affUrs on the continent tended further to 
increase. The continued encroachments of Buonsp 

8 arte, who had crowned himself king of Italy at 
rilan, and annexed Genoa to France, had roused 
the powers of the continent to resistance, and a 
treaty between Russia and England luid been sign- 
ed at St. Petersburgh on the eleventh of April, to 
which Austria and Sweden soon acceded, and of 
which the object was to restore, in some degree, 
the balance of power in Europe, by driving dm 
French out of Hanover and the north of Germany ; 
by establishina the Independence of Holland and 
Switzerland ; by restoring the king of Sardinia to 
bis throne ; and by compelling the French to eva- 
cuate the kingdom of Naples, and the whole of 
Italy. This great object it was proposed to accom- 
plish by an army of five hundred thousand men, in 
addition to the forces tu be employed by Great 
Britain, who herself engaged to contribute to tho 
common dTorts both by sea and land, and to assist 
the different powers by subsidies. 

SURRENDER OF GENERAL MACK— BUONA- 
PARTE ENTERS VIENNA— MOY^iBNTS 
IN ITALY. 

Wb I LST two Russian armies of fifty thousand men 
each were advanchng towards the Dsnube, Buona. 
parte, in whose plans promptitude was always the 
leading feature, determined to strike a decisive 
Uow at die Austrians. Towards the close of Au 
gust he ordered die Boulogne fiotiUa to be dif 
mantled, and the troops to march to the Rhine ; 
the bulk of his force In Holland and Hanover waa 
also direeted to proceed to the banks of the Danube; 
and, as soon as he received intelligence that the 
Austrians had entered Bavaria, he convened the 
senate, stating, in a speech from the throne, that be 
was about to mace himself at the head of his army. 
On this oocaswn two important decrees -were pro- 
posed ; the one for the immediate levy of ei^ty 
thousand conscripts, and the other for re-organiaing 
the nadonal guard. Having croesed the Rhine at 
Kehl, BuonsMrte, at the head of one hundred and 
fifty thousand men, by a series of bold and rapid 
movoBMikts, gained a position between Vienna and 
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onriirtny of nearly sbie^ thwiiMid man* diap«rM4 
(Hirer a vMe extent of couatry, was beaten in detail, 
and reduced to tbirty tlionaand, who, with their 
eonunander, were blocked ap in Ukn* On the 
•eventeenth of October Mack agreed to avrrender, 
and on the twentieth th« whole of the Anstnen 
troAps in that city laid down their arms belbre the 
French emperor, and, widi the exAeptien of the 
fienl-oiBoerB, who were pemttted to retnm home 
OB their parole, annpendered themaelvee prlMmero 
of war, wlttk all their artillery and mafaanee. 
Boonaparte, naring sent for the Aastrian general*, 
and kept them near his person whfle the troons de- 
filed, oomplsined of the ngnstice and aggression of 
the emperor : " I desire nothing," said h«}» " on the 
continent. France wants only ships, colonies, and 
eenuneice ; and it is as nraidi yonr mterest aa mine 
tiiat I should bare them." 
The king of Prussia had been proToked to aone 
' show of indignation by ttie march of French troops 
ftrongh part of the Fmssian nentral territory of 
Aiispadi witbont asking pennission, and was dia- 
poted to resent the insolt; bat, on learning the 
late of Mack's army, he relapted into passire nea> 
indity. Baonaparte, immediately after tiie capito- 
knion of Ulm, made the most active exertions for 
the fiirtiker prosecation of the campalau.. The first 
dirision of Russians, under general KutosofT, had 
already arriTed upon the banks of flie Inn, and 
vnitcd itself to die Austrians In that quarter : it 
was of importance, if possible, to attack this force 
before the arrival of the second divisLoo, and with 
dUs view the French annjr, having been Joined by 
Ihe contingents of Bavaria, Baden, and Wirtem- 
bmrg, advanced bv rapid marches towards the Inn, 
whfch they passca in the face of tfie sllies, who re- 
treated step by step (m dio road to yienaiL to ef- 
fect a junction with die second Rassiui division, 
which was advandng under general Bnxhovden. 
In this situation of anizs, the emperor of Anftria» 
desirous of averting the evils, with whic|i he was 
■mnaced, by negotiation, piopooed an analstiee, in 
order that negodatiens aught be commenced for a 

Kieral peace. Boonaparte demanded that die 
ssian forces should return home, that the Hun- 
garian levies should be disbanded, and that the 
Austrian troops should withdraw from the dutchy 
ol y«iice and the Tyrol ; but as these terma would 
place the imnerial crown at his mercy* the emperor 
resolved still to struggle with his difficoldes, and, 
perceiving the danger which threatened his capital, 
retired with his court to Brunn, in Moravia. 

Vienna was entered by the French on the thir- 
teenth of Norember, and Buonaparte, on die second 
day after that event, proceeded to join the main army 
in Moravia, which was adrandng widi such rapidity 
that the Austrian court found it necessary to re- 
move to Ohnuta. The Russians, who had creased 
the Danube at Krems, were returing through that 
oountry to unite with the forces under tJie com- 
^^nand of the evapetor, an^ after suffering seT<a«Iy 
in two spirited actions at UoDbrunn and Gunters- 
don, they retreated tfaronah Znalm to Brunn, 
which they were compelled to evacuate on the 
elfthteeutb. leHvlng large quandtics of ammunition 
and provisions. Buonaparte established his head- 
quarten tliore on the twentieth, and his main 
army took up a posidon at Wlthao, in laco of the 
Austro- Bns si on army posted en the plains of OU 
mots. 

The ItiBan campaign was opened upon the Adige 
on die eightaenlh of October. Tho Aastmn aimj 
vaa strongly peeted near Yersnus, en tte loft fanak 
of the river ; whila tike nrench troops, andcr mar- 
shal Massena, oocnpied the city upon «lw opyeiiis 
bank. The commnnicatlon was vy means «f two 
bridges, and both parties had guarded against ihe 
p a s sa g e of them by strong wodts, raised at the op* 
posite extremides. The arehJnke Chains, howerer, 
was not in a condition to undertake ofsBsivn oper- 
ations: the attack, was tlberefbre begun by die 
iVench, who forced the Austrian intrenohmcnts ; 
and the archduke, having obtained informatian oi 
thedisasterat Ulm, fen back towards Vienna. The 
archduke John, severely prcesed in the Tyrol, 
adopted the same resolution, and, after enoonntenag 
many difficulties, the two brotbera efiaetsd a jnae- 
uon at Laybach, in Caxuiola. Mamena, who had 
Hdvanood closely in pursuit, estahUsbed a commu- 
nication with the corps of Noy and Marmont, who, 
after the reducUoa of tike Tyrol, approached the 
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MAasBAL DanMMt. leaving the 
the French army at View 
vision towards Pro»bucg, 
tores from cou^t PaUy, the g 
of the archdnke Palatine, pvoL 
tary preparations in Hungary skonl 
nod, on condiiion that the mnch 
gnarantee the nentrality af that ~ 
proposal the manhal readily 
princq»al resonroes of the hanse af 
thus reduced to the army of the arah 
and to the small force of prince Mm of 
Slain, which had united itself to the ~ 
don under Kutasaf, who,perceiviBg 
of his sitaation, seat the baran de 
to Marat, to propose terms af caaicUation i _ 
ooavention was coiiGlndad, which pennittad 
Rnssian army to retire iato their awn 
but Buonaparte, conceiving them la 
power, refused to ratify it. .In the 

S moral Kutusoff had retbad with the 
tion to Zaaiai, leaving the dirisiea 
Bapation, consisting of six tt»asand aMn, awp 
to thirty thousand of the enemy* by ihaai na 
sonrouaded, whoa Ihe bxare^ cat his way 
them, and arrived with oom^MuradTely lilAalias 
the head-quartan of Wiachan. The FlKsiek pn 
their advantages in every dhMCtion : on (he \ 
tieth of November •Baaaanarte ai 
and received adepatalienrraia the 
widi a hUbop at Mr head; Nay was alaeadp 
ter of Brixea; and Betnadatte oooapiad Iglna, 
the conihies of Bahenda. Many fngmm 
mnoh baggage loll Into their haada to die 
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Olmnta. The oambiaed feroas at that pinee 

ed to nearly one hundred fhewaand Baea* of 

the Wassians fermed the 

were haiassed by eonataat 

bv continaal privations. 1^ pnw tares te 




bvconth 
distaaee 



natire renmiaed bat to ..___. 

campaign to the last desperatoTalonr 

On tbe anrival of the omperer of Russia in his 
Buonaparte sent hif aid-da-camp, geneial B 
to compliment that prince, and to piapaao a« 
iriew, which he declined, bat in m 
Prince Debgoruski to explain his 
the mean tioM SaTacy, who had 

sufiered to remaia widua the I 

three saoceaaivc days, had jetnined to the 
can9, and reported that, in aaiia ^i dw 
atate of their troops, nrfaiimpnon, 
indiseretioB, reigned in dmir i 
Availing himself of thta intelUgei 
issued orders for his army to retife 
the nigh^ as if apprehenaive of an 
with so formidable an ei 
strong posidon in the rear, wSere the 
throwing up intrenchments, and fei 
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prince 
Tliese depositions 
widi the desired 

emperors of Rns 

Austeriits, and a geaeral attnek 
day-break on the second of December, In 
Boona^parto snooeeded in completely ' 
centre of the allies, and, by posaessL^ •n... 
die heights of Prataan* decided the fete eftim 
The Raaaiaaa made flsany brave hat ~ 




and at nigfat-feU retreated apaa Beacovit^ oav' 
by the Auatriaa cavalry, ite loaaof ' 



eatimated at a fenrth part of their fovea: tmA 
tr«BD«ndoui conflict, which was styled hf 
French soldiers Tke hatile af f Ac Mrer eaq 
and by Buonaparto Tke bgitie qf Amsia-mx, 
nated the campaign and the 
emperor, dicmayed fay his 
diato armistioe ; and on the 
took place, at the French advanced paoto, biga 
Napoleon and the emperor of Anatala, wun a 
peasioa of anas was agreed apen, the 
whkh were, that the French shaehl 
session of aU thfar cenviosto astii H 
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Pnadi wan. AivMMt at tk« 
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Wrate, 



4Bk« Ckailfla «dTancad fnm HmgsrVf vHUa a 
«f Viaiaaa, with a powarlu isna ; and. 




ig tha oltv to 
toftndlMaielfradBoadtaaataia oTIiiae- 
by iha — pan^ion af baadHdae, and hkcottDtry 
tha taot af aaqfyD, wka, la tiM haor of 
feciiOBBli, nUfenBd aa gan wa a a faBpviM ta aafteo 
bU poUtical rasoWaf . 

▲ dateiti^a 
ivaaty^iiauh 
iftlHtt Oa 

r to the UDfiam «r iiilv ; «iat Um flvral 
by tfaa aiaolaBi af BmvU aad Wk- 




I taoaty waa rifnad at P r ae b t a aa Iha 
of Dacanbar, dM provialana of wUeh 
e Voaaclaa tairi l wy ahaald ba valtad 



tea^aiy aboaU ba aakwladaad t «hat Hm mai^ 
vwvialoof BvfBD, iba yrfac^yaMly of BkbatadC^ 
aait/iftliataonary of Fwaaa, Aaaa«atry af iha 
Tyrol, and tba lordahipa of Voralban, abaald ba 
aadad ta iba fciat of favaala ; tbat «« Awtrian 
aw p aro i' a poaiaa mn a ba Pkaaaarfa, SaaUa* and 



Bauria, oboaM ba divided 



Baraiia aad Wirtembara , and Ihe 

' lidttbi 
» tba 
faaoarpomtad witbCba 



Ibat Hm oaanty af Stftabi 
odan, balonghig «o tba 
ahoaid ba faaoarpomtad wl 



SnaUa* aad 

tba Uacaof 

af Badan; 

^ Sdttbarg aad of B ar B btab la » 



dMUk ftm arnhdalra ahadid raoeifa 
Ung of Baaaria, In aoni p enaa li e n > tba ta i Htary af 
Vbrl^arg. By Ihia traaty U wna aatlaaailad ttat 
tna aaaperor loat in ooblaola waa a ^an two M J IWon 
tlwaand aoola, and tajraranaa 
of doriaa, alMnit 9nm 




ba aoatained in 
an Iba aide of Itdy, 
tmdkk laSn^niafcteg tkm Bna of oai M try tbtaaah 
wbicb ba fomavly aaaintainad Ida oannaatian wiib 
Barllaariand, waa a aaiaaa atraka upon biayalitical 



A tiaaty batwaan Pkanoa and Pvaaaia 
eocMdadad at Vlanna, wbicb atipabitad tbat B\ 
parte aboald send no more troopa into ManoTer, 
and tbat tiia forcea of tbe aUiea aboald ba with- 
dimvn, and reabwaa l>y tbeaa of Pvaaaia, wbo, in 
asabanga for Hanavar, oadad Aaapaob and Bay- 
laolb in Fkanoonia* Clevaa hi WaatpbaHa, and 
NaaJcfaatoi aad Valangfai in flwHaarland. 

AfrSMFTS ON THB WWn INDIES BT 

FRBNCH FLESrS~8IR BOBBBT CAL- 

DER'8 ENGAOBMBMT. 

WniLar Bnonaaarta waa thna aoooaaaAd on tba 
coatftnaat, Oraat Britain waa nat leaa triunpbaat 
on bar natnral alaaMot. Aa aariy aa the eleventh 
af Janaary, a Fkanob aoaadron, eanaiating of afx 
aafl of tbe Una aad two frigatea, after bariag been 
hiaefradail for vMMre than two yeara In Roonefott. 
▼antnaed oat to aea, wMh the tIow ta nnita itaeir 
with tta mora foroddaUa forea at Brest ; -and on 
the dftaanth the Taalan float, QODoipriiiBg eleren 
aail af the Hne, and bariag an beaid nine thonaaad 
troopa, alao pnabe d ant ta aea, wiAoot batog par> 
caived by tta blockadiag aqaadron wader Knd iVel- 
aon; bat alter a abort craiae waa abBged anda to 
pat into part tfaroagb ativaa of waaoier. On tba 
twen ty ae iund of FAraary, tba forea wbidi had 
eaoapad from Roebefert, haTing praoaaded to tlia 
Weat Indiea, made a deaeentan^M iaiaad af Do- 
miniciL and dM town of R oaea n waa obliged to 
capitalate : the gorenior-genaval Fiayo at, howarer, 
retreated to St. Raparfa, where he waa in Tain 
aonuDonad to anrvMider ; and tlie Fkancb com- 
mandar at length abandoned the iaiand, altar le- 
Tving a iMary oantribntion on the inbabitanta of 
Koaaav. He next riaited tbe iaianda of Neria and 
St. KItt'a, both of wtilch ware alao laid under con- 



On dm ttdrtlatfi of M arah tbia 
BUt, net andlng tha 
Spaniih abipa in tbat patt In aeadhieaa, ha oontl. 
anod bia aaaraa anwioliwtnd to CMia: and. b^g 
tbaaa Jotoad by one ^an c h and ate vpanWi aaO 
teataefad to tha Weat Inaea wMk aa 
forea of afghtaea aail af tbe Bna, car^ 
' fbHooMrtiaBentof 



hMwaa* 
bof vmen 



On Iba apnaach of ^TUIenewre to Cadlib ndadial 
Sir iahnOida. who wMMooknding that pertwitfa 



»"■ WH^ x#vuvf -wrwrnr was vawmMmtMrn^ %Kum» pvn ^tkhs 

df« «bipa af the Une, ttwagbt ft pradent to retbe, 
aad aneoeadad In joining lord Gardner dT Breat. 
thn welee u ia aeeoant, bowarer, aeon arrirad, tbat 
lead Nelaon, who bad been emfaing in tte M editor- 
taaaan, waa hi paianit af tbe enemy to die Wei^ 
Indiea. His lacdabip, it la true, had only ten ahapa 
of tha Una; bat hia nanm waa a tower of atrea^ 
On dia fourth af June he anfrad off Baxbadoea. 

VmeneuTO Imd 



lanahad Mardniaoa on the fourtaandi of Kay^ but 
dwt tiy Diamnnd Back waa die only c an ^aea t h» 
had aaMarad ; whea, after raaudning nearly hiac- 
tira dn iin g three weaikB. h a ailna of the nraaanca 



tira dating three weeka, 
af the df aaded Nelson, he eetaaii on Ida retam, 
aad waa hn a a e dhttely followed by bia indefatinabla 
opponent, who, liaTii^r inTala aoaght Mm off «uUa 
and Gape St. Yineent, fai tbe Bay of Biscay, and on 
the eeaat af Ireland, r e taine d to England, alter 

' "ng nine abia« of the line to rmnfbvee lord 
affBreat. Hopca were yet entertained 
aaold aa Interoepted before ha 
aay friendly port ; and on dm twenty- 
of ^nly his fleet, whMi now amoantad t» 
tuFanty safl af tbe Une, three flfty-gnn ahtea. aad 
dra foigatea, fen in wMh Sir Robert Gaidar who 
bad only liftaen aaU of tha Una and two mgatea* 
ate l aag a ea weat of Cape Flolaterre, aad, after an 
it of foar boars, tbe St. Raphael, of 
I, and El Flrme, of aeyen ty-fl mr, 
I the enemy, when Sir Btwert, nam 
*^ ^SSy atate of die weather, judged it expedient 
to pat a atop to the aeliott, in order tbat Ua aquad" 
ran adght earar the eaptarea. Tlie ni|(lit was spent 
by both fl oats ia the necessary repairs, aad on dia 
fnlowlag morning die enemy seemed disposed ta 
taaa w the canteat, but he nerer approached nearer 
tbe Bridah Snes dun four ieagoes ; and on tba 
twenty<fonrth, be bore away to tte soalh^ast under 
easy sail. In Bngland the eondnet of Sir BUibert 
raider became die anli^eet of ao much dlaapproba- 
don, that he demanded a court-mwtial, by which 
ha waa aen te nce d to be aererely reprimanded, not 
for foar or oewardioc|, but for an error in Judgment 
in net baring done bu titmeot to take or deatroy 
ararv ship of dM enemy. This oflieer^ fote waa 
ao n si d erod l>y the better Informed as somewhat 
bard ; and it la a aingalar proof of the idgh confl- 
donee then exiating in tbe naral superlori^ of the 

rj, duit an aBcer riioald meet reproof, who,. 

fliaan aail, obtainad a partiol riclory or ar 

than twanQr. 



▼KTOBT GPTRAPALOAR, AND DEATH OF 

NELSON. 



Tib eovblned flaata, hartaf at Ferrol aapnentrd 
dwfar foroaa to twentMeren aaO of die Una. pro. 
ceeded to Cadis; and scarcely had lord Nebn 
arrired in London, after bis long and pafsaTarlag: 
cruise, when be was oflbred tha conanand of aa 
armament sui&cient to cope widi the united aarai 
force of nance and her aBles, wliich be willingly 
aooapted^and, hoisting his flag on board iba Victory^ 
avtired off Cadis on the twenty ninth of Saptambar. 
IVi induce the enemy to coma out to sea, ha sta* 
doned his main force near Cape St. Mary, and 
astablisbed a line of IHgatas to ooannuninita their 
morements. On tbe nineteenth of Octdiar, being 
apprised that a reinforcement of aeren sail of the 
line would shordy join hhn from England, bis 
lordship despatched admiral Louis with six sail to 
Tetiian for atores and water. Inforausd of Ihia 
event, and sopposing the English to be much 
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xedncmd in Btnmg^; tuimixti VJOfneaTe '-•Tailed 
luoualf of tbe faTouralde jonctura lo obey tlie 
pMitiTe commande wUeii had been iemaed by bis 
governineat : on tbe next day the fleet .nnder Us 
.conuBand got under waiab,* and, at day^breakoa 
the tventy-ilrst, wss distinotly seen tntm tlie 
Victory's deck, fonned in a dose line of battle off 
Cape Trateinr. Our fleet, wliiob had received tlio 
expected remforoement, consisted of twentr-seveD 
sail of tlie line and four frigates ; theirs of ttiirtr- 
titree sail of the line and soTon frigates ; and tfieir 
superiority was greater in siae ^d weight of metal 
than in nambers. Admiral ViJlMienre was a 
skilful seaman ; and his plan of defence was as 
vreil oonceired, and as onginal, as the pisn of 
attack. The Spaniards were commanded by admiral 
Gravina ; and foiv tboosand troops were embarked 
on board the fleet, under the command of general 
Contamin, among whom were sereral skilfof sharp- 
shooters and Tjnrolese riflemen. The British fleet 
bore up in two colamns as they fnrmed in the 
order of sailing ; and as tbe mode of attack was 
unasoal, so the stracture of the enemy's line was 
new ; it formed a crescent convexing to leeward, 
so that, in leading down to tlmr centre, lord 
CoQingwood had both their van and rear abaft Um 
beam. As the mode of oar attack had been preri- 
ouriy determined on, few signals were necessary, 
and none were made, except to direct close order 
as the lines bore down. The last telegraphic signal 
issued by die great commander on going into action 
was, " England expects every man to do his dnty f 
and nobly indeed was it performed on this glorioos 
day. for the battle of Trahilgar is without a parallel 
in tne annals of British victory. 

Hie conflict began about hoon, when admiral 
CoUingwood, in the Royal Sovereign, gallantly cut 
throun the enemv's hne about the twelfch sh^ 
from his rear, leavmg his van onooonpied ; the suc- 
ceeding ships broke through in all parts astern of 
their leaders, and engaged their antagonists at the 
musales of their guns. Lord Nelson, on board the 
Victory, directed his attack on the enemy's line be- 
tween the teuUi and eleventh ships in tlie van ; but, 
finding it so close that diere was not room to pass, 
he ordered his ship to be run on board the Be- 
doubtable, opposed to him ^ his second, the Teme- 
raire, engaged the next ship in the enemy's Bne, 
and the others singled out tlieir adversaries ac- 
cording to the order of battle. During nearly four 
hours the conflict was tremendous, particularly in 
that part of the One where tlie comnMnderin-chief 
had commenced the onset. Hie guns of his ship 
rei>eated]y set Are to the Redoubtable ; and the 
Bntish seamen, apprehensive that both ^Ips might 
be involved in destructioo, were employed at in* 
tervals during the heat of the fight in throwing 
backets of water on the spreading flames. About 
three in the afternoon the Spanisn admiral, with 
ten sail of tbe line, ioinxng the frigates to leeward, 
bore away for Gadu; and ten mtnntes afterwards 
five of the headmost ships of the enemy's van, un- 
der admiral JDumanoir, tacked, and stood to wind- 
ward of the British line : the stemmost was taicen, 
but the others escaped. The heroic exertions of 
the British were rewarded bv ttie capture of nine- 
teen ships of the line, with the commander-in-chief, 
ViUenenve, and two Spanish admiTals ; but, a gale 
of wind coming on from the soutib-west after the 
action, only four of the prises could be saved, whicli 
were earned into Gibraltar. The AchiUe, a French 
seventy-four, blew up, after her sunrender ; but two 
hundred of her men were saved. Admiral Ville- 
nouve wss sent to England, and afterwards per- 
mitted to return to Iiraace, where, as was stated 
by the French government, he destroyed himself, 
dreading the consequences of a court-martial. 

In such a battle the loss on both sides must be 
severe ; that of the victors amounted to ilftoen 
hundred men killed and wounded : bat the deep 
regret which the eflhsion of so much brave blood 
cannot fail to excite was absorbed in the greater 
sorrow caused by the lUl of the oommander'in-cfalef, 
who was mortaUy wounded by a muskatehot firam 




the ship with which ha 

survived the batUe ahiamlL two boura ; and' 

of Ins last momenta was soothed by the glad 

diat the hosiito flags were striking .aro«n4 

when, after breattang hla dbanks to Heav«a& 

lieing enabled once naore to do his duty tm 

country, he expired without a 

the end of this great man, whoi 

eminently brilt^^aad whooe fiOe 

and triumphant. Before the i>attle begnn" 

tertained a Bcesentiasent that this w«nd< 

last day of has Ufe, and sonmod toloek I 

witii afanost as sore an expectation as for 

but although this aloomv ibrriioding joeci 

mind, and though he had more than once « 

that Uie enemy would endeavour to mark 

as one of their victims, yet his lordship, <mb the 

morning of the twenty-first, put on the stars off the 

different orders with whic^ he had been iar ' 

His secretary and diaplain, apprehensivj 
these insignia mi|^t expose liis person to uumt 
sary danger, endeavoured, but in vain, to 
upon him to take them off: to aO 
M replied—" In honour I 
honour I will die with them.**^ 

The survivors were gratified with the thanks eff 
both houses of pariiaanoat ; gold 
awarded to those who had pardeularly diet 
themselves on this memorable day ; and, 
the honours and rewards showered upon 
of the follen hero, ^e dignity of Baron, with < 
unity of two thdusand pounds a year to h' 
his two next heirs, was conferred upon 
ral CoUingwood. 

The four French ships under rear-admiral Dans^ 
noir, which escaped to the southward towarda the 
dose of the action off Trafalgar, •soon ahared the 





fato of their oompaniona. On the night eff Iha 
second of Novenmer, rear-admiral Sir Richard 
Strachan, cruising off Ferrol with four ships off tibe 
line and tbree frigates, fell in with what he Asi^tt 
the Rochefort squadron ; but they proved to be the 
fugitives from the combined fleet, to whidi he im- 
mediately JsKwe diase. A little before noen en the 
fourth, Dumanohr, finding an engagement naaveifl' 
able, came to close action ; and, after a wc Uaap - 
ported contest, continued for neady three homra and 



a half, all tbe four ships struck to the RngBsh, but 
not till they had beoome quite unssanageaUeb 
Thus was tbe naval power of France and her aHy 
reduced to insignificanoe ; the phanfeaM off ** ships, 
colonies, and commerce," whioa had floated bcaBne 
the imagination of Buonaparte, were chased from 
the redone of probability; and Britain was co» 
firmed m her paramount dominion of the eeas. 

WAR IN INDIA— DEATH OF LORD CORN- 

WALLIS. 

Iif India a new war waa occasioned by the in- 
trigues and aggressions of Jeswuot Rao Holkar, the 
Maiiratte chief, who had usurped the dommioas of 
his brother, and renounced his allegiance to the 
Peishwa. After a fruitless negotiation, the troops 
in the Deocan, under general Wellealoy, re d uce d 
the fortress of' Chandore ; while lord Lake, bt a 
ssries of skilful and rapid movements, compeOei 
hhn to risk encounters ^ich ultimately led to his 
discomfiture. ■ On the thirteenth of November, 
1804, a large force was totally rented near Deeg; 
and on the seventeenth his cavalry was am pii sei l 
and defeated near Feruckabad, HolkaT 
escaping with great difliculty from the field, 
splendid s ucc ess would have decided the 
test, had not the unexpected defectiun of the 
rajaih of Bfaurtpore enabled the fugitive to rcpab 
his desperate fortunes. Early in IiMM lord Lake 
made several attacks on the town of Bhurtpore, in 
all of which he was repulsed with constdtfrabla 
loss ; but at length the n^ah made proposxls ibr 
peace, which was granted to him, and subsequendy 
to Holkar, on terms favourable to the company, la 
July lord Comwallis arrived at Madras, as sueees- 
sor to tlie marquis MTeDesIey, but in audi a rednoed 
steto of health that he died in the October foOowiBg. 
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CHAFrER XXXVI. 



Stat€ ^ Burape^Mttting •f Parliament— JHatk of PUt— Change cf mMstrf-^^Tetf mMUarjf arraage- 
mtnts—Fiaaitce— Prevention ^ abuses— Corn trade teitk Ireiand—Jnteramrse between the Host- 
Indies and America—Slave trade-^hnpeachment of Lord MelvHU— India qffairs— Prorogation of 
Parliament— N^otiatian for peace— Death iff Fox— Ministerial appointments— Dissolution of Par^ 
llament— Admiral Sir J, T. Duckworth's victory— Other naval successes— Capture of the Cape of 
Good Hope— Unauthorized expedition to Buenos Agree— Court Martial on Sir Home Popham—Dix" 
pute with America— Elevation of Joseph Buonaparte to the throne of Naples— Besistance to the French 
arms^Battle of Maiden— Occupation of Hanover bg Prussia— Consequent hostilitg with England and 
Sweden — Bevolution in her politics— Confederation of the Bhine — Louis Buonemarte declared king of 
Holland— Titles conferred 6m Buonapartfi on his followers— Murder of Palm— Pourth coalition against 
France— Movements of the French and Pmssian forces^Battle of Auerstadt, or Jena— Its conse- 
guencee— Seizure of British property at Hantburgh— Buonaparte's Berlin decree— Negotiation for 
an armistice— Advance of the Bussians—lVieir repulse— Levies— Operations in Silesia— Battle of 
XmIou— Surrender of Dantxie— Success of the French in Swedish Pomerania— Battle of Friedland— 
Treaty of Tilsit— War with Turkey and Bussia,followed by hostilities between England tmd the for- 
mer—Expeditions to Canstantinoplf^ and Eofpt-ilapture of Monte Video— JLttack on Buenos Ayres — 
Its failure— General WIMelocke tried by court martial and cashiered— Capture of Curacao— Insur- 
rection of the Sepoys in India, 



STATE OF EUROPE. 

I A T tlie GonineniMnient of ^e you IWM^the 
J\. nrench and En^h natknifl had acquired 
an abfokate and nnGontrolled dominion, the ono 
over die land, and the other over the seaa. The 
battle of Auaterlits had oonAnnedthe miUtary aape- 
riorlty of i'^rance, and left her without a rival on 
the continent; while tlie Tictory of Trafalgar 
had decided the naval pre-eminence of England i 
ahe was, howerer, unaUe to make any senona im- 
preaslon on the power of Bnoniqparte, who, after 
the treaty of Preaborg, no longer deterred by tite 
fear of a continental coalition, waa at liberty to di- 
rect Ua whole force and energy to her aalgugation. 
If Oreat Britain bad nothing to mprehend from the 
number of trooM Boonaparte might be able to land 
on the shorea ca Enghutd, other parts (rf the empire 
were not equally tnTolneraUe to his attacks. In 
Ireland, exposed by her grieranoee to the seduction 
of his emimaries, and accessible by her sitoatloa 
lo the Invasion of bis army, rebellion had been pat 
down, bat discontent still existed : tlie lire which 
had lately biased with snch ftnry, was smotliered, 
bat not extingoished ; and thoogfa fSbe more mode- 
rate of the Cadiolics were ready to postpone the 
discussion of their claims tin tlie chief obstacle to 
the redress of l&eir grievances waa removed, and 
the pradent and considerate were distneUned to 
those violent connsels firam which they had already 
snfllnred so much» it waa not to be suppctsed that all 
the Irish Cath<riics were moderate and prodent, bnt 
Aat many of that body would join themselves to a 
TnamAk army whenever it might make its appear 
ance in their coantry. 

MBETINO OP PARLUMENT—DEATH OF 

Pnr-CHANGE OF MINISTRY. 

Arriixs were in this posture when parliament 
was opened by commission on the twenty first of 
January. After ■nitable congratulations on the late 
naval successes, mixed with regret lor die lamented 
death of the hero by whom uey were achieved, 
the speech stated that lis m^esty had directed the 
treaties condoded with foreign powers to be laid 
before the two houses ; and, while he lamented the 
late disastrous events on the continent, he congra- 
tulated them on the assurances which he continued 
to receive from the emperor of Russia. The speech 
dien stated that one million pounds, aonming to 
the crown' from the droits of admiralty, would be 
anpUed to the public service of the year ; and con- 
cluded by recommendinff vigilance and exertion 
against the enemy. An amendment to the address 
was read in both houses, but was not proposed as 
a motUin,oin account of the dangerous indisposition 
of Pitt, who was at that moment on his deathrbcd. 



This distmguished statesman had been oempellcdf 
at the ckise of the fanner session of pariJament, to 
relinquish all actire abare in public businem, and 
retire to Bath, whence he returned, on the eleventh 
of January, to his residence on Putney Heath, In a 
state of artnlity and exhaustioo, augmented by 
anxiety and diaappointment. His constitution, orjh 
ginally delicate, sunk, rapidly, and on the twenty- 
third of January he expired, m the forty-seventh 
year of his age, after having emoyed greater power 
and popularity, and held tae first place in me go- 
vemaaent of bis country for a hmger ooune of 
years, than any former minister of Eni^and. Oc 
a motion of the honourable Henry Lescelles, made 
in the house of commons on the twenty-seventh of 
January, and carried by am^ority of two hundred 
^nd fif^-ej^t to eighty^ne, hia remains were in- 
terred at the public expense in Westminster Ab- 
bey, by thckside of his father. A sum not exceed- 
ing forty thousand pounds, was voted for the pay- 
ment of hia debts without oppoaition. He possiessed 
no partieaUur advantages of person or physiognomy ; 
but as a speaker he was thought to lie wnfaout a 
rival. His Integrity was unimpeached ; his conduct 
moral ; and, so for was he from making use of his 
opportunities to acquire wealth, that he died insol- 
vent. As a financier he displayed great ability in 
angmenting the public revenue, and In raising mo- 
ney on puboe foith ; bnt whilst he was thus adding 
to the burdens of the people, and enta^ng a heavy 
load on posterity, the wealth so acquired was dis- 
tributed with lavish profusion. Such was his dread 
of the revcdutioafkry principles which desolated 
France, that, considering no price too great for the 
means of opposing them, he carried the practice of 
suhsMiriny foreign states to an unprecedented and 
almost ruinous extent. But, whatever may Uavo 
been bis enors, bis exertions in the public service, 
during a period of unexampled difficulty, were 
unwearied; and the emphatic words pronounced 
by the herald over his corpse, " non sibi sed patriae 
vlxit,** were not lem just than honourable. 

Eitiber from confidence in his own powers, or 
from the love of sway, Pitt seldom associated binn 
self with men of superior talent, and his death at 
this critical juncture was connidered as a virtual 
dissolution of the existing administration. Hltcol- 
leaguea, berides the want of public confidence, were 
disunited and without a head ; and the loss of their 
patron dissolved the only tie that bound them. In 
circumstances so discouraging, the surviring mem- 
bers of Pitt's administration lesigned to tteir op- 
ponents the reins of government without a strug- 
gle ; and even refnsed to retain charge of tiiem, 
when urged to that duty by tibe solicitations of the 
ooort. Lord Hawkesbury was offered the post of 
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Pfenler,t«t b* aeomaJ it loo mdvoiw, md on re- 
liring tnrn oAoo rece i ved the wardeoahlp of the 
cinque porti. 

hrery attempt to form an administratimi flrom the 
wrack of the late cabinet haring prvved onraoeeM- 
fU, bia mi^ty called In the aaaiataDce of lord 
OreoTflle, and on the third of Fdiniary the new 
ninifterial arrangemenit were Anpl^ lettfed^ om- 
braeing the bsading memben of the ttiree partlea, 
designated by die appellation of the old and new 
oppoiidoo, and the Bidmonth party. Hie cabiaet 
was oompoaed of the Ibllowaig memben: eail 
FIfPRrnam preaident of tte eonncil ; brd A^ne> 
kwd cbanoeller; viaoonnt Mdnumtli, tord priry 
•eal ; lord Grenrille, Artt lord of the trearary ; 
ioid Howidi (Ute Mr. Gray), fint lord of the admi- 
ralty ; earl Moicn, matter^sneral of the ordnance ; 
earl Speneer. Mr, Poz, and Mr Windham, secreta- 
tiee ofatate for the home, foreign, and wsr dmart- 
menti ; and lord H<airf Petty, cbanoeUor of the 
excbeqner. Lord chief jvstice BOenboioiigh waa 
aiw> a& d tie d to a seat in the cabinet. Thednkeef 
Bedfofrd went to Ireland aa lotd^lientenant aoeom- 
panied by Billot as cfaier secretary. Ponsonbr was 
appointed chaoedlor and keeper of Ae seals in 
Ireland, and Sir f obn Newport chaneeDor of tlie 
Irish excbeener; lord Minto was appointed presi- 
dent of the board of control ; Sheridan, treasurer of 
the nary ; general Htapatrick, secretary at war; 
Sir Arthur Pigott and Sir Samuel Eomilly, attorney 
and solicitor generaL In the sabordinate oOoes, 
likewise, so complete a change had not been eflbct- 
ed since the cenunenoeaMnt of Pitt* s forst adna- 
nistration. 

Lard GranTill^s holding the oflice of auditor of 
the exchequer, which is incompatible withtliat of 
irit lord of the trassmry, r en deted it n a r esss r y to 
living a hiUinto peiliamnnr. is endble him toaeeept 
theUtter atkte, without forisltiag the formw ; and, 
t» palliate the ol^eetiBM that aright be made to this 
cqidTOoal union* his lo t is hin waa empowensd to 
name a tnwtee to held tim oflire of anditar. aa long 
as he thiruM continue in the situation of ftrst lad 
of the tresanry L«bich trastoe should ha responsible 
to Hin auditor for tte snlary, and to the pobUe for 
tiie due axecutiott of bis odton^ The appctotment 
of lotd ddaf jtetioe Ellanboron^to a seat hi the 
oabinet wasa mensnre of stiU oMre doabtfnl peilay. 

MILITARY ARRANOBMKMTfl-FINANCS— 
SLAVE TRADE. 

On the tfdid of April, Windham submitted to tka 
house of coaunons some important military arrange- 
ments. Instead of an engageasMit to secre for 
UCs, he proposed diat the sMtUers in future should 
be enlisted for a term of years only ; tUs term to 
be d&rided into three periods, of seven years wash, 
for tte inihntnr ; and, for the oai?alrT and arti!lary, 
the foat period to be tan ; the seooad, six ; and tfke 
dhird, Ave years. At the end of each period Ae 
soldier to have a right to chum bis disdmrge, and 
be entitled to certahi adrantages proportioned to 
his length of serrice. Desertion might oe panished 
by title loss of so many years' service ; and thongb 
coriporal punishmento could not, he said, be entirely 
banished fktnn tiie army, they might be diminished 
iMtfa in number and severity, ibe roluoteer coeps 
oughtonly to be formed of persons who would sarre 
nt tlieir own expense, and the peasantry should be 
loosely trained to harass and Impede an enemy. 
This training he meant to be compidsory ; and timt 
two hundred thensukl should be annually liable to 
that duty. The bills necessary for effeoting these 
arrangemento wore strongly opposed in 
•tago, out Anally pawed boto houses. 

On tfie twenty^righth of March ttM budget 
opened by lord Henry Petty, who stated the unre- 
deemed debt of Great Britam and Ireland at nearly 
Ave bondred and Afty-six mUUon pounds, and the 
reileeaiod at one hundred and twenty-seven w^k' 
Hon pounds, of wnich tte annual charge was neariy 
tweaty-sevaA ndUion Ave hundred thousand pounds. 
The sujndies on aooonntof Great Britain were esti- 
nated at forty-three million six hundred and 
eighteen tiionsand four hundred and seventy-two 
pounds ', and among the proposed ways and means 
tlie most cottsiderauo were a loan of eighteen nO- 
lion pounds, and an aogmentoCiou of the war taxes 
to nfiaeteen ««>flmn Are hundred thiwwand pounds, 
to be elfocted prindpally by raishig the property 
tax fhnmsuL and 4 half to ten per cent It was also 
proposed to raisa the war daciaa on the cnstoaM, 




with eartain nrndiAeatiDaa, frsm one faatth to 
third ; and, in order to ooyer the 
loan, the duty on wine was to be 
and two pounds per ton j ropose i l 
duty on tea was to be emuhaod ; and 
praWements im posed. The property 
countered neat opposition, but was p a ssed 
some modiloatians. The tax on iron 
opposition that It was abandonod, and a 
private brewers substituted ; but this 
greater outcry, and Ae interest of Che' 
prov W sd for by an addition often per cent. to. 
asseased taxes. The budget for neland 
by Sir John Newport on the seventh of May, 
it qppeared that the supply voted Ibr that 
was eight millioa nina nundred and 
theusand one hundred and ninetyfour poonds ; 
the ways and means. Including a loan ofjtwo 
Hon pounds, were estinuLted at mne 
hnnmred and eigirtyone tlumsan 
A^Mive pounds. 

SoBM salutary regulatio ns wur e adopted in 
ous departments. Hie halaiicns of 
of the ordnance were ordeied to be deported at tlhn 
bank of England, and the payments to be aande by 
drafts i^on Hiat estabHriunent : the 
was also extended to the excise andcastoaas, to 
stamp and poat ofllces, and to the oflce of 
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idpoat 
of^the Woods and 




Bber and provisioaa earned on by 
the BritMh cefonies, with the pauviM 



for increasing the salariea and 
the fees of the customhouse officers of the port «r 
London ; and judiK^ras measures were adopted fer 
ttie settlement of pubUc accounts. 

The com trade between Great Britain and Iiv- 
land was placed on the same footing as that be- 
tween the different counties of England, by an act 
which Judiciously allowed the free interchange of 
gndn wltbont any bounty, dntv, or raolraint what- 
ever. An act was also J^Med for le g nlati n n the 
interoonrae bet w e en foe westlm 
States, which 
m^esty to 
trade m hod 
trals with 

that no commodities, stoves auMi lumbar OMly on. 
oeptedf should be iflsported, wbicb wasa not of 
growth and produce od tfte eounttias to which < 
neutral vessels boi ong e d, and 
net export the indigei 

The abolition of the slairetsnda, whiA had for 
many years engrossed ttw attentian of the 
of humanitv ui this eountry->whlch had 
ported by tne eloquence of dm late prim 
whenever it was brought before pailuunan^ lail bai 
as constantly been defeated by the 
interaste whici^ as minister, he did iwt 
o|>pose w aa puiauad by tbia 
with ao muoh eanriostness, that an the 
skm nansidnrahin piagreaa was made 
aocomplaohment. A bill was passad. r.<. 
the exportotion of slavea from the Biitlah 
alter the Arst of January, 1807, and interdielhig all 
snif^ecto of this oonntry Cram being 
supplv fit foreign oenntriea with slavea 
penod. Another bill soon alter _ 
position, for preventing the incnaae of the 
slave trader by pvahibittog ai 
barking in that traAc which ware not a bn ady 
ployed therein. The next measure wua a 
tion moved by Pox on the tenth of ii 
being his last motion, may be said te 
the parliamentary career of that great 
Ibe words of the resolution were, ** that this 
oonoeiviag the African slave trado to be 
to the priadples of instioe, humanity, m 
policy, win, with all piactloaUe e xp ed i t i on, 
oAbctoal measures Air abolishing tiie 
such aaanner and at nudk pesiod as may be 
advisable." He dedared that he was aa lUy iBi> 



widi die vast importance 
bidect of his motion, that If, dniiaf 1 
yean that he had enioyed a seat to pMrUaaaen^ 
had been so fortunato as to aoosasplish that, aad 
that only, he ooold retire from pubHa Ufo wItt 
r-^ ^iiff^m ^ satisfoetion that he 
The motton was opposed by lord Caaltoreafh, the 
members for Liveripool, and a fow in dte West In- 
dia toterest ; hot, on a division, they wars saiy 
Alteon against one h n n d i e d and Amvcaea^ ~ 
a m^ioricy of ainety«ine in fovonr of the 
In the lorda the 
the motion of lord Granville, by i 
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IMPSACHMBNT OP LORD M ELYILLB-PAR.* 
UAMBNT PROROGUBO. 
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Thk hsuM of oonmou teving rww iyA to okot. 
cis6 lu power of infHfaclimoiit against lord Mol- 
vill«^ BHumgon wore duly appdnted ; WwtBinster 



Wk4 



hall waa anpnipiiately ftttod'iip ; and on tlM twon- 
ty-alnth of Apcil tka oooit waa optnad with tha 
naoallBraM. Tha anialaa, which weaa tan in nnaa- 
hn, oantainad thraa princmal diargaa. The fliat 
waa, that, before the4enth of ianaary, 1786, he had 
appttad to hia inivate nae and praAt Taaiooa aoaM 
intrnaced to ham aa treaaorar aiitm navy. The 
aecond waa, that he had pennitted Trottai> Ua pay- 
uaaMr, illegally to take from the bank of Rngmad 
Uuge anam iaaned on aooonnt of 1^ treaaorar of 
the vavy, and ta plaee thaae amna in the handa 
of hia private- banker. The thfard waa, that he 
had frandalenUy pannitted Tkotthr to apply the 
aaid money to pavpaaea of paimte nae and «mol- 
iima n t, and had Umaelf denved proAt thcrafrom. 
Lord MeiriUe aTacred that he waa net guilty, 
Whitbraad addreaaad the coort in an elaberata 
I, and the iolicilof^«oneral ree a p h nlatad the 
The ooaneel for loed Melvflle oeciqiied 
ihiee daya in the dcfimoe : on ^e two Ibllewing 
day* the omnageia daUverad their reply on the 
part of the oaaBmona: tlm tether proeaedingaweve 
<leferred tatt die twenty^ghth of May. ▲ motfan 
of thanka to the amnagaia waa made on the twenty- 
third, in the conunona, by general Pllspatiiek, and 
agifiiid to with only one diaaentiont TOtDa. At the 
VPdnted period the p aa ra aamabled ; the aaaia- 
tanee of the jndgea en cartain pointi of law waa»a> 
aorted to ; andon the twelfth of Jvne their loadahlpa 
jjNrocaeded to doU?er Chfor ▼erdict. The reault waa, 
that hia lordahip waa aeqnittod of all the diargea ; 
bat on fMir of the artidea the au^iority in hia favenr 
did not amount to double the nmaber of thoae who 
gave a eontrary judgment The whole number of 
peeva ToUng waa one hundred and thirty^lre, and. 
coaaideriug the nature of the ptooeeding, the trial 
waa cendncted with umwool deapatdi. 

On the twenty-third of July, after a long and 
buay afaiiion, panaament waa prorogued by fommia> 



Buona- 
'ox, who 



the daim of a Joint negotiation, weald 
not Impair "the adTantagat which Oreat Britain and 
Raada adght dartre from their allianfce. TaUeyrand, 
in the teat interriew with lord Yarmouth after Ua 
return to Paria, not only denarted entirely from hia 
oAr of BIdiy, but indulged iiimadf inrain alluaiona 
to ftathar d o m a nd a , and in peremptory rep re a tn ^ 
ationa of the neoeadty of negotiating with aome 
peraona duly en^owemd to treat. Thia derladon 
froaa the onginal oiretturea waa ▼iewcd by the Bri-> 



NEGOTIATION POR PEACE. 

In February a progeot for awaiainating 
parte waa communicated l»y aioreigner to r* 
lummliatdy tent a otateoaent of the drcuao 
to Talleyrand. The French aniniater, in reply to ^ia 
letter, took occaaien to introduce, unoflcially, an 
mtraot from Buananaarte's apeeeh ta the LegidatiTe 
Bedy, expraadre of hia wiah for peace with Bng. 
land, and hia readineaa to UMOtante, wiOiont a mo> 
ment'a delay, agreeably ta the tmaty of Amiena. 
Fas condilerad ihia cammamieatien aa a diatiact 
ovnrtare, and proceeded to aoawer it in tiiat frank 
and direet style which m the diaracteriatie of dihia 
pahBo deapniahca. He stated the hnposdbUity of 
ooaicfaidlng any treaty oalem an ooncert with &us> 
da ; but auggaated the praMkabiUty of aome pre- 
Tioua diaeussion of the prindpd pcmta, and aome 
protiaiond arrangementa. A ooneapendence ol 
senia length onaoeo. In which Talleyrand endear* 
oared to repraaent Hwria aa interposing its autho- 
rity between two nations fully competent to a^id 
tMir own difbraneea : Fox, howerer, stated expli- 
dtly that hia mi||aaty waa willing to negotiate con- 
Jdntly with Rnmaa, bnt not separatdy ; to which. 
Ttileyraad re>arged the former olqeetions, and thus 
the oatraspondanaa eloaed. 

Barly in June, howerer, lord Tarmontb, son of 
the marquia of Hertford, who had been among 
daoae detained in France at the oonaanenceanent of 
hoatiUtiea, nrrired in London, and conunnaiicated 
(he sobitaaaee of a oonTenatwn with Tdleyraaid, 
which had passed at the desire of that aniniater, for 
the parpase of oonreying the outlines of the terms 
en whioli peace might be restored* Three apedfie 
aflbra were hdd out as inducements to Great Britain 
ta treat, via. the rostoratwn of Uanorer; the 
posaonsJOTi of Sicily, aa a coaiaeqneaaoe of the prii^ 
dple of the utipossideH* ; and a facility in the ar> 
rangement of we form of treating, which, witiaout 



dah ministry aa an iDdicatieo of the little reliance 
that could be placed on the siaaoedtyof the French 
aaegotiators ; lord Yarmoutti waa therefore diroeted 
to maist generally on ttie rec ur rence to the oridnal 
orertnraa, and to anake tiie re-admlsaion of SKOy 
the dne ova nam of the prodndlon of Lis fall 
powers, wnidi, to aroid all pretence of carit, wore 
canToyed to him without deiaT. In the aaaean time 
the Bwmian [^edpotentiary. If. IVOubci], who had 
arrived at Paris on the tenth of July, had signed a 
aeparate peace with the French goremment, aaid 
returned to St. PetetdHurdi widiout coanmnaioating 
to lord Yaraaioudi some of its anostmaterid artidea. 
In this poature of aiBhira lord Lauderdale was dea- - 
patched to Paria. Tha health of Vojl began at 
thia period to decHne, and the noaaiination of his ' 
persfmd friend, and tried political adherent, waw a 
pledge that the cabinet continued to promote bis 
TiewB, and eensdttbe apirit of hia policy. 

The Arst endeavonr uf lord Lauderdale was to 
bring back the Firench goreraunent to the basis t^ 
the mii pat sUe t i s ; but the aiegotiatora, Cbampagaiy, 
aathalater ef the interior, and general Clarke, con- 
tdred, under rarioua pretimeea, to procmstinate, 
UU it became the policy of Britdn, aa weU as -of 
France, ta awdt tne decision of the court of St. 
P etersb n ra h on the treaty which M. IKOubril had 
carded tUtfaer. On the third of September, a 
coarier brondat the intelligence to Paris that die 



mperor of Russia had refused to ratify it ; and 
Talleyrand c e mmwni cated this infemwtion to tbr 
Britidi negottotor the day after its arriral, aasnring 
him that France was now prepared to aaiake peace 
with Endond on anere fhtourable temaa than she 
otherwise would have been HaftmcA to admit ; but, 
as the abandonment of Russia was to be the price, 
the British cabinet determined not to listen to any 
sach prqfecta. A aerioa of unsatisfactory discusskms 
ensued, which lasted until Buona|»arte left Paris for 
the army on the Rhine, accompanied by Tdloyrand, 
and oaie of the plenipotentiiuies, gcnerd CTarkr. 
Ghampagny, who reamined to conduct the negotia- 
tion was Bidther audioriaed to rdinqubh the daimii 
of Joseph Buonaparte upon Sidly, nor to acquiesce 
in sooh an arrangement as would hare satiaftad the- 
court of St. Petersburgh; tho negotiation was 
dierefore al an end, and lord Laudefdale returned 
to England. His pamports were accompanied by a 
note, iaisinuating that the priaidples of Fox bad 
been abandoned by hia coUcainiea amd successors ; to 
which lord Lauderdale delivered a spirited reply. 

Ihat the RngUah aaiinisters were dnccre in tbeir 
desire for peace ia unqueattoautble ; but that the 
cumiaaercid part of the aiadon, at least, did hot par- 
tidpate in this wish, is provod by the foot that, 
thouf^ the grounda upon which the discussions had 
broken off were unknown, the intelligence of lord 
Lauderdde's departure from Paria waa raodved at 
tho Royd Exchange in Loaadoa with trinmpliant: 
shouts of applause. 

DEATH OF FOX— MINISTERIAL APPOINT- 
MENTS— DISSOLUTION OF PARLIAMENT. 

Fox's acceadoi* to power, while labonrfaar under 
indbposition, whatever pdideal hopes it anight ex- 
cite, was a drcumstanoe prejmant to hiansdf of 
inconrenienoe and danger. Ine busiaaess of the 
house of ooaunons he waa. in a frnr months, obliaed 
to abandon ; but, with dais dodncdon from has m< 
rasaing empioyaaaenta, die remainder pressed tao 
heavily upon him, and it waa not long before the 
aaoat decided indicationa of dropsy appeared. Af- 
ter a series of iaicreadng languors, tms great man 
eloaed his oonnecdou with alt morml. scenes at Chia- 
wick, at the seat of the duke of Devondiire, on the 
thirteenth of Septamber, in the dfty-dghth yeatf of 
his age* The pnbUc regret for hia low aubdued for 
a dme die oonilicting prejudices of party, and au 
unaniaaioau homage was paid to those groat and 
amiable qnaliUes which won the cordid affection 
of his firieaads, and tha generous adaairation of liis 
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Hto tnttml, thoncli fcrOriMi at nri- 
vate vxp€Mu», was attanded by &9 moat diatimf olili- 
«d eharacten in tike oonotry^ and an imaicnae a«- 
MBblago of tho gwoeral population. In ponoa, ho 
was wttont the imddle u«o» uoid, ao bo aavanood in 
lUe, Tory corpulent. Hio indepondonr.e of hia mind 
and ftanluBow of hi^ mannon were unalloyed by 
any portion of asperity : he waa tlie drm and eon* 
abtent advocate of liberty, dvil and retifdoua ; and 
tbe powerful and frequent appUcaXion effaia talents 
to popnbur purposes preonced Um tibe oeneial an- 
ptfuiaon oi " the man of the people." As a pubue 
spei|ker, Ida manner was not naeefnl, but it waa 
peeuliaily aaimared and impresme. As a mioister, 
be dlq>Iayed tiie same noble simplicity and plain 
dealina which oharaeteriaed his conduct in prlvata 
life. Peace was the darling wish of his heart, 
though he would hsTO scorned to j^urdisse that 
Wsasliift- by the slightest sacrifloe of national honour. 
Having commenced a negotiation, he was spared 
til\e pain of seeing the intricate poUoy of modem 
timas triumph orer his fiaronrite el^}eot ; and with 
the satisCscnon of leaving the old associates of his 

Eiddic career in the empIoTment of the state, and 
I the consequent possession of rewards and ho- 
BO«ii» '* I die. happy" were nearly the last words 
he uttered. 

On the death of Fox, lord Howkk was appointed 
to tluB foreign office; Grenville, fint lord of tiie ad- 
miralty, took the place of lord Howich ; Tlemey, 
prMident of the board of control, in the plaee of 
Qrenville, who had succeeded to that office, wkh a 
seat in the caUnet, on the appointment <rf lord 
Mcnto to tlie government of India ; lord Sidmenth 
to succeed to the pre si dency of the oonnctt, tma 
which earl FItawilliam, on aooount of ill health, was 
dedrous to withdraw ; and loid HoDaa^ the ne- 
phew of Pox, to succeed lord Sidmontn as lord 
privy seal. A dissolvtion of parliament, after a re- 
marxably short duration, immediately end unexpeet< 
edly fettewed ; and, iboogh the returns to tte new 
one were such as to add to the weight and influence 
of tile friends of administration In the house of 
commons, the experfaaent was not, on the whole, 
attended with m»Bh 



ADBHRAL DUCKWORTH'S VICTORY-CAP- 
TURB OF THE CAPS OF GOOD HOP&-8IR 
HOME POPHAM'8 EXPEDITION TO BUE- 
NOS AYRES. 

At the close of the preceding year, admiral Yil- 
lanmes, accompanied by Jerome Buonaparte, sue 
ceeded in escaping from port, with eleven Mil of 
the Hne, and a number of frigates. After continu- 
ing in company for ten davs, the fleet separated 
Into two squadrons, one of which, consisting of five 
shipeof die line, two frigates, and a corvette, un- 
der the command of admiral Le Seigle, steered for 
St. Domingo, where a body of troops and a supply 
ef ammunition were disembarlUBd for the use of the 
colony. On the sixth of February, admiral Sir 1. 
T. Dndiwnrth, with seven ships of the line and four 
frigates, discovered the enemrto windward of Ocoa 
bay, and, afl^r a fturious actfon, three ships of the 
line struck ; the other two were driven on shore 
and burnt, and the smaller vessels got oflT. The 
ether squadron of ViUanmes, amountine to six safl 
of the Ime, with three frigates, was origmally des- 
tined for the Cape of Good Rope ; but, having been 
informed of the capture of that settlement by the 
AigBsh tliey steered to the coast of BraaO, and 
thenee to the West Indies. In June, admiral Coch- 
rane, who had only four sail of the line and three 
frigates, discovered them near BartMdoes, but did 
net eonslder It safe to hanrd an engagement with 
such a disparity ef force : their ruin, tewever, was 
soon after accomidishod by the fury of the elements, 
being separated by a tremendous gale of wind on 
the eighteenth of August. Hie French admiral\i 
vessel reached flieHavannah with extreme difltenlty, 
tfareewere destroyed on the American coast, another 
escaped into Brest, and the Veteran, sevonty-four. 
eommaaded by Jerome Buonaparte, was stranded 
en the coast of Britanny. The captain and crew 
get en shove. 

Ataiial Uncis had long carried on a predatory 
7«fteein Uie Indian seas, and the isle of Vnnee 
r*^ ?^.^ grand depot of Che plunder he had col- 
lected^ wheaee, in ditfbrent bottoms, it had been 
transfimd to France, and thither tbe admiTul's 
ship, Che Marengo, of eighty guns, and the Belle 



PonKef forty, were this yew handing tkeir cniso 
loohittg forward to the splendid enjoymmt of tbe 
ptodttse ef their tefl. lliese hopes, however, were 
frustratid by Sir J. B. Warren, with mm of the 
squadrons whidi had baen despatched in ps uanit of 
Jerome Buonaparte. On the morning or the thir- 
fSMnth ef Mavh, the French sMpa wem seem tn 
windward, and, after a running ight of three 
hours, were oompvlled to strike, thus aflnrding 
atonement for Aefar dopredationa «a enr cem- 



Flve Inrge frigates and two corvettes, with 
09 beard for the West Indies, liaving eaeape 
Rechefoet inSeptemlier, ware aset at eenb^ 
tish squadron under Sir Samuel Heed, wh», 
running fight of several hours, eaptored 
thorn. '^Dm loes of the English was small, 1 
Saaanwl unfortunately lost lis aim. Snveral 
guiilied notions of a minor nature occurred in tim 
course ef ilie year. 

An expedition against the Cape of Geed Home, 
consisting ef diout five thousand tvsops, under Sir 
David Balrd, with n naval foroe, commanded by« Sir 



Sir 



enecnl,Jnn- 




Homn Popham, Bailed 'from Bngland in Ai 
laas, and arrived en the fourth ef ~ 
ing. On the eighth the army aaoved 
having dislodged tte enemy's 11^^ 
main body, e st im a te d at Ave thouaam 
discovered in motion, to anticipata Che 
the British ; tlmy, however, fbrced the ' 
a precipitate retreat. The 
se ns, soemed diqiosed to ■ 
interior; but general Beresfovd being sent 
hfan, he was prevailed upon to ourrender, m 
tbm of his forces bmng conveyed to Holland 
expense of die British govcmasent^ 
dersd prisoners of war. 

Sir HomePonham, who fai 18M had been 
ed to confer with the insurgent 
concerning his views en South America, had long 
entertain^ an idea that an expedition dmold beaent 
against the Spanish settlements on the Rio de is 
nata ; and having bo^ successful at tiie Cane, he 
tamed his thought! to the cenqueetef B u e n eaAyrui, 
taking upon linnself a high and extraoidinnry de- 
gree efrespensibOity. Having persuaded Sta- r 
Balrd to furnish a smaD body or troops, 1 
ral Berssford, he directed his eourse to St. Mi 
where he obtained a smaD reinlbroementto his fitde 
army, wUdi, after all, did not exeeed sIxtsefB hun- 
dred men, faicludingmarinee. With this inadeuuate 
foroe he arrived at the mouth of the Rio de la FlaCa, 
in the beginning of June, and on the twenty-iburth 
landed the troops widiont resistance, about tvrelve 
miles tram Buenos Ayrss. After dispersing a body 
of Spaniards, who fled at the first fire, geiMral Be- 
resford entered the city on the twen ty euv e a lh , Che 
viceroy having r eCre atod to Cordova with tho aamll 
body of troops under his cqpimand. Whilo tbe 



army was thus jemployed, the BncHif-battio shins ef 
the squadron made demonstrations befisre mum 



ef 
to be 



Video ana Maldanado, in which 

regular troops of the colony, while dm 

Buenos Ayres, supposed, fkom its altai 

less liable to attack, had been 

mflitia. Favourable tenns were gr an ted to 1 

habitants, and the property of individuals en 

was respected, but a great booty wan made ef foe 

eublio money and commodities, and of the shipping 
t the river. 

Tbo Spaniards were at ftaat t^ken by 
but, on recovering fhtmi their penic, they 
ttie tew troope they had in Che neigb' 
der Che direction of Uniers, a Frmeh colonel in the 
Spanish service, who cromed dm fiver in a fiig, en 
the fourth of August, with about eae thousand men, 
unobserved by the English eruisen. On the twelAh 
a desperate action took place in tiw 
great square of the town, u^ien dm Rn^ 
mately compelled to surrender themsMvee nilsimtft 
of war; but, contrary to diearChdeeef oafMaiatioa, 
they were marched up tho oouvtoy. Their has 
amounted to one hundred and sixtp4lv« kiBed, 
wounded, and missing, besidee thii tee n immdi e d 
made pvisoneve. Sir Home Popham biodcaded Che 
river tiU October, when the arrival of troMo firom 
the Cape enabled him to attempt Monte Video, in 
which be was unsnccessfU. On dm twenty-nmtha 
body of troops was landed at MaMonado, and the 
Spaniards were driven firam thence and 
isle ef Oorrid. 

Lasd Howick. on the nineteenth of 
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ti Mfora MurelieiMioB; «id oa the MventMBtk of 
FobciMiry nuowiaf , tiuU oAoer aniT04 la CioimIwi, 
wkfl« ko WM pot undor a fonnal arrcot, ptoMTa* 
ton to trial by a co«t«Bardol» for aottaif wnhooC 
oraon, and fur loavtag tho Capo in an onprolocted 
•taio. After on able defanoo, the court a^itdf od 
to be aererol J l o pih — ii ded . 

DISPtmB WITH AMERICA. 

DiiPsasNCB« had eakted* liar a ooiuriderablo 
between the United State* of Aaerlca and 
Kpaln^ aikdnf o«it of the iB.dodned bovndaiioa of 
LooMiaaa, and ttie ItoaniarJa bad wtim tuoada on 
the dMtrictof Now Orieaaa and tho Miariiai»pi»eTOn 
in thoao parta which had boon oneqaiTOcaUy coded 
to the Uiutad Statea. Some dbpirtaa between Abm- 
Kica and the BngKah gorommont alao aaonmcd an 
iaapovtant character. The conplaint of the United 
fitatoo involTed three pointa : orat. The ata c tice of 
impraatiaf Britiah aaamen faend on boaid Ameiioan 
aaeichaat roaaela on die hi^ aoaa; aeoood. The 



▼iolatien of their rii^tih m neotrak. by aeiaing and 

len. thou " 



condeawinf their meichantinen. ihoii<h ontafed 
in what they ooaaiderod a Uwfol oonsmeroo ; and, 
third, the inMngenent of their maiillnie jnriadio- 
tion opoa their own ooaata. On l!he ftvat point It 
waa art*d that natiTo Americana were JMnroeaod 
en pretenoe of their beiac RngWahien, and flwoed 
to aenre in the Britiah navy ; and the public mind 
in the United Statea waa taflamed with oxaggoratod 
reporta, atating that thowaanda of their dtiaona 
were in thia aitoation. Thib aeoond ground of com- 
' plaint aroae from a doaiie, on the part of tlie 
Amerieaaa, not only to trade with tho colonioa of a 
bttUigarent. in a nmnnor timt would not be allowed 
in a time of peace, but to beoume tho caniemof their 
produce to tlm mother country; proteoting it, at 
the aame timo^ under their neutral flag, lae third 
point, which merely required that mo extent of 
their "»***f*iiMr juriediction ahould be deftned, ad- 
mitted of oaar arrangement. 

An amicable adtuBtaaant of theaa diffiirencea be> 
iug equally deainJhle to both partiea, a qpecial mia- 
aion waa appointed to Bngland| and oonieronoea 
were opened in Loudon by lorda Holland and Auck> 
land on the part of Great BrUnia, and by Jf oaaiM. 
Honroe and Pinckney on that of America. After 
aome delabcraiiona leapecting an efllcient aubati- 
tute for the practice of impreaaawnt, the latter 
OQoaentod, though in oppoaitioa to their inatruc- 
tiona, to paw to tlie other aulciecti of negotiation, 
on receiriag an aaauranoe that the right ahould be 
exerdaed with groat cautkm, and iamiediate re- 
dreea aflbrdod on reproaontatian of any iiyury. 
On tlie anlgect of intercouivo with the colontfa of 
the enemy, a role waa eatabliahed ton deflning the 
difforenoe oetween a rontinueua and an intoirupted 
▼oyago ; and it was exproaaly atipnlated timt on 
ro-expo«tation there ahould remain, after the draw- 
baric, a duty to be paid of one per cent, ad v€tloret», 
on an BnrMMi&i artidee, and not lem than two ner 
cent, on colonial peednce. The maritime Juxiaaic- 
tion of the United Statea waa guarapteeiL and 
sooM commercial atipulafiona were framed lor the 
reciprocal adTantage of the two oountriea ; but tim 
AoMMican praaident, Mr. Jeflbreon, refuaed to 
ratify the treaty. 

JOSBFU BUONAPARTB MADB KINO OP NA- 
PLBS— BA1TLB OF MAIDA. 

Thi king of Kapiea, by a treaty oondnded at 
Park, in September, 18M, had engaged to repel 
by force every enoroachment on hie neutrality : 
Bcarody, howerer, had aix weeka dapaed, whan a 
aqoadron of fiii^iah and Ruaaian Teeeeb were per- 
mitted to land a body of fapoea in Naplea and ita 

i»y 



vicinity. Tlda betna etnA 
act of peefldy doaerrii 



ng the aevereai 
men^ he fieoed a prodamatign, on tte 
aflter dw aignatare m the treaty of Piadmrg, do 



clariug tliat the Neapolitan dynaaty had 
rdgn ; and a French, army, under Joeoph Boona^ 
parte, who aaaumed the eoverdgnty, tmmediately 
marched into Naplea, when all ttm foitaim m , ex- 
cept Gaeta and another, aurxeadeMd Iv oanitn* 
laoon. The new king waa roedTed with taoae 
acdamationa and addreaeee wlddt can alwaya be 

eocurod bir power ; and tlhe heir-appteent retired 
to hk dukedom of Calabria, where general 
DaauM^ a French emigraat, waa endeavouring to 



ass 

a levy en flMM«: the pievinee, howcvar, 

waa apeedily reduced by general Regnier. Sir 
Jamea Craig, with the ftigliah army, accompanied 
the loval flunUy to Sicily, and in April waa aue* 
ooeded in hk ramimnnJ by Sir John Stuart. 

Sir Sidney Smith took the coannand of the Bagi. 
Uah aqaadron deatined for the defence of SicQy*— 
After throwing auccoura into Gaeta. whidt waa gat 



L poaaeaaion 
aionirthec 



up a conununicatiea witti the Calabreae. At the 
urgent adidtatipn of the court, ef Palermo, the 
Bogliah Moerd conaentod to employ a part of hk 
force in Calabria, and. on the firat of July, landed 
in the gulf of St. Eommia, near the nortlimm fron. 
tior of Lower Calabria, with about four thouaand 
eight hundred men. The Frendi general Regnier, 
made a rapid UMrch from Reggk, and on the thipi 
encamped at Mdda, about ten miloa dktant from 
the Eaglkh army, with a force nearly equal, and 
in daily expectation of rdnforoementa. Being de- 
tennincd to give battle witimut delay. Sir John 
Stuart advanced the next morning, aim found the 
French in a atrong poaition bdow me villager their 
force a u g m en t ed to aeven thouaand men, the 
pected detachmenfa having jdned. Regniei 
odent in hk auperioritv, quitted hk peat to ...«. 
the aaaailanto on the plain, when the Bndiah, net 
dinnayed at the onexpected inartaaae of hfa nmn- 
ben, advanced with alaerity to the attadt, and, 
af tor acme foing. both aidea prepared for doae 
combat ; but the French gave way when the baye- 
neta began to croea, and. the Bogliah recdving a 
reinforcement at tlik critwd juncture, tte Frendi 
predpitotely abandoned the field, with the lorn of 
about Mven bondred killed and a Uiouaand pcieon. 
era. The Britkh loaa waa forty-five killed and two 
hundred and eighty-two wounded. Ihk briOiaat 
action, though it did not lead to the recovery of 
Naplea, preaerved Sicily from invadon, and com' 
pdled tho French to evacuate Calabria. Canard 
Stuart, however, aware that hk aamll force would 
be inadequate to the permaaent defonce ef the 
country, retired to Sicily, leaving a ganrkon in the 
■trong fort of Scylla. The fall of Gaeta, which took 
place aoon after the battle of If aide, aet at liberty 
a force of aixteen thouaand men, which, in ooi^unc- 
tion with the powerfol aimy under Maaaena, who 
WM aent to anbdue the Calabreae, alowly eflected 
that pnrpoae. 

OCCUPATION OF HANOVBR BY PRUSSIA-- 

CONFBDERATION OF TUB RUIKE. 

Tu a court of Pruada, which atin vadllated gtuat- 
ly in ita politica, addreaaed a pmdamatinn on the 
twenty-aeventh of Janoary to the inhabitanto of 
Hanover, in which it waa ahaerved, thaL after 4m 
evonta which tonminatad in the poMie of Preaborg, 
the only amana of proaunin^ the country from the 
flamea of war conakted in fondng a convenlion 
with Boonaparto, in virtne of whiek the atatm of 
hk Britannic meieaty in Germany wen to be occu- 
pied and governed bv Pruaaia till the return ef 
peace. TUa proceeding called fiwth an oAdd 
note from Fox, addramed to beran JaobU, the 
Pruadanminkter in London, deairing him expUdt- 
I7 to inform hk court that no oonvenienoe or polip 
tied arrangement, much lem any offer of equivaleot 



or 



2, weald ever induce hk 
e alienation of the 



to 



dkpoaition ahown by Pramia to held Hanover 
conditionally did not, nowever, pleaae Bmmaparto, 
who didated new terma : and another treaty waa 
dgned on die fifteenth of February, by whiah Piwa- 
flia waa bound, not only to annex it to her demin- 
exdude Britiah veaada and oomm e me 
Ihe indignity eflhred to Giuat 



hma, but to each 
from lier porta. 
Britain by meae 



the rivera , , , 

were acooidindiy blockaded; a feaieia] 
WM laid on an Piwaiaii veaaek hi Britiah 
and the Bngliah miaalon at BerUn 
Tbeae meaaurea were announced to 
the twenty.fint cf April, in a 
anawered by unan* 

both houaea; and „ 

were d k ec te d aaainat Pruada for her alufeot 
miaaion to the wfll cf B 




In addition to her war widi England 
viency cf Pruaaia to Frimee involved her in 
tim with Sweden. Urn traopa ef that power, who 
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oocnpiad Lnaebwg on behalf of th« Unc of Rof • 
tend, haTiagoppoiNBd th* entmnoo of tibo PraMhmt, 



wore oompeUM, after a alight re«btanoe, to 
iDto MeoUenbarg ; on which tte king of Sweden 
laid an embargo upon all PruMlan Tosaela in his 
harbovn, and blockaded her porta in the Baltic. To 
counteract theae measures, Pmatia was preparing 
tooxpol the Swedes from Pomerania^when a new 
rerolniion in her polidca took place, which gare a 
dillbient direction to her arms. The feelings of the 
Pmsslan nation were hostile to Prance ; and the 
^aeen, yoang» beaatifnl, and per^oasire, indignant 
at the oflorpationa and insults of Buonaparte, Join- 
ed In the same caose. Hie first public act of the 
cabinet of St. Cloud, which gare seiioas alarm to 
tlie court of Berlin, was the investiture of Mnrat 
with the dntchiea of Btrg and CleTOs, the latter of 
wUch was one of the three prorinces obtained 
from Prussia in ezchaoge for Hanorer ; tho other 
•wo, Anspach and Bayreuth, being transferred to 
Bavaria (or the dutchy of Berg. But a deeMsr in- 
jury awaits the Prussian gOTomment : while La- 
forest, the French resident at Berlin, was urging the 
ministers of that court to persnt in the measures 
they had adopted for the retention of Hanorer, 
Laochesini, the Prussian minister at Pari^, dis- 
oorered that the French goromraent had offered 
to Great Britain the complete restitution of the 
electoral dominions. Fortunately^ how«rer, as 
Prussia then thought, the negotiation between 
France and Ruwia was broken off by the reftisal of 
the court of St. Petersburgh to ratify the treaty con- 
cluded by M. D'Onbril. But this event, while it 
opened to Prussia the prospect of assistance, in 
case she should be driven to a war with France, 
disclosed to her ftnrther proof of the secret emnity 
of the cabinet of St. Cloud ; it now appearing, for 
the ftrst ttme, that distfaict hinta had been given to 
M. lyOnbra, that, if his court was desirous of an- 
nexing any part of Polish Prussia to its dominions, 
B» opposition would be interposed by France. 

Th« peace of Presburg had left tfie forms of the 
^rmaoic constitution entire : the residence of tiie 
French troops in Germany, however, in oonse- 

auence of the protracted occupation of Gattaro by 
■e Russians, matured the estabUshment of a new 
confederation of princes, at the head of which 
Buonaparte should himsdf be placed. This project 
was arranged with extraormnary promptitude; 
and on the twelfth of July the act of confederation 
was execnted at Paris. The members were, the 
emperor of the French, the kings of Bataria and 
Wirtembeiv, Uie archbishop of BJatisbon, the elector 
of Baden, fhe duke of Berg, the landgrave of Hesse 
Darmstadt, and several minor German princes, 
who, sepuating thiimselvea from the Germanic 
eoqiire, appointed a diet to meet at Frankfort to 
manage their public oonoems, and settie their 
diilbrenoes ; and chose Buonaparte for their pro- 
tectm*. They eatabtfshed among themselves a 
foderal alliance, by which, if one of them engaged 
In a continental war, all the others were bound to 
take part in it, and to contribute their contingent 
«f troops In the following proportions :~Franoe, 
two hundred thousand ; Bararia, thirty thousand ; 
Wirtembevg, twelve thousand ; Baden, three thou- 
sand ; Berg, fore thousand ; Darmstadt, four thou- 
sand ; Nassau, HohenaoUem, and others-, foior 
t h ousa nd ; making a total of two hundred and ttty- 
eigbt thoosand men. A number of petty princes 
were deprived of their ancient richts or sovereignty, 
and these were transferred, without eouivalent or 
Indemnity, to the members of this federal union. 
The imperial dty of Nuremberg was given to the 
kinc of Mwaria, and that of Frankfort on the Maine 
to me archbishop of Katisbon, formerly elector and 
archohancellbr of the empire, and now prince pri- 
mate of '* the confederation of the Rhine." 

The house of Auatria, tiios stripped of ita hononrs, 
was compelled to lay down the title of Emperor of 
Gennan^, whidi, by a formal deed of renunciation, 
was resigned by Francis the second, retaining only 
the more humUe one of Bmperor of Austria. The 
acquiescence oJ Prussia in these arrangementa was 
purchased by the delasiive hope that she would be 
pen^tted to fosm a eonfedevation of states in the 
nortii of Germany, under her protectino, as tiie oon- 
fodenrtlon of the Rhine was under that of France ; 
but no sooner had the submkslon of Austria been 
seenred than Pmmia was told that Buonaparte 
oooM not pennit her to indnde the Uanseatic towns 
40 hgr pUip, beittg detennlned to take them under 




fab own nrotectlDn ; and, aa fhn 

was nMnmng to contract thonew I 

Prussia wished to impose on Um, P^nnee 

see him forced to act against the ' 

people. The elector of Hesse Cassel 

to Join the confodeiation of the Rhinb, 

tetritorial addition was olfored hfan, but 

jectod the proposal, and a resdotion was 

by which he was cut off Ikom aooasa to part nf kin 

own stetes. 

TITLES CONFERRED BY BUONAPABTK ON 

HIS FOIXOWEBS— MURDER OF PAUf* 

BvOMAPARTK had no sooner aboHAed tte aaoam 
of repnhiic in France, than he sought to cxliBswIeh 
that appellation in the ether states of Bampe. 
Amongst other tnuoafoimations, hisj wung e i b iocl arr, 
Lods, was seleeted to be king of Holland, nod nm^ 
wilHugly dragged from tiie gayeties of Paris, to rale 
over a laborious and imporeriahed prople. Tiie new 
oonatitution which accompanied thealng' had ao 
guarantee but the will of its author, nor did foe 
attempt to disguise that he conddered Holland wm 
virtoallv a province of France. Buona|»arte aloo 
strengthened his connection witii Bararia hy tfoe 
union of a princess of that house with his step-aoe, 
Eugene Beauhamob, whom he adopted as hto «b&- 
eessor in the kingdom of Itely. He cre ate d m 
number of dutehies in the countries oonqiaerrd by 
Frimce, and chiefly in Itdy, which he conferred on 
those who had dMnguisbed tfaemselree in fam 
service. Bertbier was created prince of 
chatel ; Bemadotte, prince of Ponte Cottd ; 
Tallevrand, prince of Benerento. Many of 
marshals and generals were raised to the raidt of 
dukes. Buonaparte^ sister, PauHna, the wifo of 
the prince Borgbese, recdved the prindpaHty of 
Guastalla ; and his imde. Cardinal Fssdi, was ap- 
pointed coa^jntor and successor of the avddrisfaop 
of Ratisbon. 

MHiilst Bnonaparte was carrring ^ese ^njttU 
into efltvst, the pressure of tiie nench ar 
Germany was extreme, and a spirit of 
was exdted in a variety of pubUcatkiesy wi 
soon attracted the notice of tiie French eon 
ment. Orders were in consequence giTon 
apprehension of Tarions booksellers, among 
the foto of John Palm, a resident of 
an imperial town of Germany, poss 
and tribunals of ita own, attracted particniar 
tioe. This person, the pnbUsber or a nampUe^ 
entitled, ** Germany in the lowest state of degmdn- 
tion," was arrested by order of the French govem- 
ment, and dragged to Braunan, ebmrged wiOi the 
publication of a libel against the French emperor. 
A conrt-martid was immediately sumumn ed ^ end, 
after dtting for three days^ M. Pafan was oen- 
tenoed to be shot, which was carried Into excciitien 
on the following day. 

FOURTH COALITION AGAINST ntANCE- 

BATTLE OF JENA— BEBUl^ DECREE. 

At length the court of Berlin aesnmed a tooe if 
flramew ; tiie king of Sweden cherished tte 
pect whidi seemed thus to be aflbrded of ( 
the power of Btmoaparto ; the Prussian 
tainedin British perm were speedily liberated; aad 
lord Mmpeth was despatched to Beriin, with 
of assistance In the fonrtii eodltion that was at i 




1 



time fomring aaainst Francp. On the twenty fourth 
of September Boonapnrto qdtted Paris, to jeia fos 
annies : so late, however, as the fifth of October, a 
despatdi was dettrered ftnm the Pmsslan ontpesti 
to the Frendi ^nny, whbch atSSL ajfofded an epedng 
for amicable ad[justment. Within a few days after, 
a dedaration, ritating the grounds of the wv, wm 
published by the Prussian cabinet. 

The French, who bad for eome time been eoneea- 
Irating thdr forces at Bamberg, advanced- In thrse 
divisions agatost the Prussian army, which had 
takte a strong podthm along the north of Frank- 
fort on the Mame. The campdgn opened on the 
nintii of October, when the left ofthe Pmsdans wu 
turned, and they wen e oiup e l led to retreat with 
considerable loos : on the tontii, the left wing d 
the- Fkeiidi army, under marshal Lannee, was sec- 
cesaftd at Saalfldd, where prince Louis of Priasia 
was killed. The main body of the Prussians occu- 
pied Eysenach, Ootha, Erftnrt, and Weimar, but the 
arrangementa of the duke of Brunswick, to whom, 
at the adTanced age of seventy-one, the chief com- 
mand waa confided, were suddenly changed hi son 
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of bis right wing being unexpectedly* 
tnvned by the FrentA, wtao gnined aie eesCem bank 
of the 8m1, and out him off from his rMOoroes. 

On the morning of the fourteenth the gvoAt bn^ 
tie of Anentndt or Jena oonuneneed, in which two 
hundred nnd ifty thouMnd men, with aeren bon- 
dred plecee of artinery scattered death in erery di- 
rection. The coorage and discipline on each side 
were perhnpe equal; bat the military skill was 
>rently snperior on the part of the French, and af- 
mt m moot dreadftil oonlUet the Pmssimu were 
fmaDy defeated in erery qvarter. Their loss in 
killed and wounded exceeded twenty thousand; 
from tfftirty to forty thousand were made prisoners ; 
and three hundred pieces of cannon, with immenso 
nngacinest were taken : among the prisoners were 
more diaa twenty generals ; marshal Mollendorf 
was woanded, and the duke of Brunswick and gen- 
oral Rnehel were killed. The French stated their 
loss at ftnm Ibur to ive thonsand men ; the Tictory, 
bowerer was complete, and decided the fate of the 
camnaign. 

An ine principal town* in the electerate of Bran- 
denbnrg, though strongly garrisoned, surrendered 
Almost wMmnt reaiscance. Spandau and Stettin 
opened their gates on being inrested, and Magde- 
burg, with a garrison of twenty-two ttionsand men, 
capitulated to Ney, after a few bombs had been 
thrown into the city. Berlin was entered on die 
twenty-AUb, and the king of Prussia retreated to 
Konigsbcrg, where, with scarcely fifty thousand 
men he awidted the arriral ofwhatover assistance 
■night be afforded by Russia. 

Mecklenburg was also taken possession of by tiie 
French ; aod Hanover was occupied by general 
Mortier. Their next oMeot was the possession of 
Hamburgh, where all British property was placed 
under sequestration; the merchants and bankers 
were required to exhibit their accounts, summary 
punishment, by martial law, being denounced 
against those who should make false returns ; and 
the Englbh who remained In the dty were put 
vnder arrest. 

Tlkose proceedings wera the prelude to a decree 
issoed by Buonaparte at Beriin on the twentieth of 
November, whicn afterwards became se nfemoraUe 
under the designation of the " Berlin decree." 
This edict aUeged that Enoiand had violated the 
laws of nations, in oonsideraig every indivklnal be- 
longing to a hostile state as an actual enemy, whe- 
ther found on board vessels of merchanniie, or 
otherwise engaged in connaercial occupations ; that 
shie had extended her right of blockade beyond all 
reasonable limitii — to places where, with all her na- 
val superiority, it was lmposBii)le for h«n- actnaBT to 
maintain it ; that the monstrous abuse of this wiAt 
had no other object but to aggrandisn England oy 
the ruin of tbn continent ; that all who dealt in Eng- 
lish commodities, might, therefore, be jusdy regaid- 
od as her accompUces ; and that, as It was a right 
conferred by the laws of nature and of nations, to 
oppose to an enemy the weapons be eniploys against 
bis adversary, it was decreed, that till the English 

Kvemment shouldabandon this system, the British 
es should be placed in a state of blockade, and 
an oone spe ndence with her interdicttd. This violent 
decree, and the apprehensien of retaliatory mea- 
sures on the part of England, occasioned great dis- 
in the coounercial cities of the continent. 
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OPERATIONS IN SILESIA AND SWEDISH 
POMERANIA— TREATY OF TILSIT. 

Amn tte battle of Jena Buonqparte obtained ftur- 
thei success ever tiie detacited and broken forces of 
the king of Prussia, and over- several bodies of 
Russian troops which crossed die Vistula to assist 
Prussia, he thus was enabled to overrun aB Silesia, to 
take Braslau and other fovtresses, and to lay siege to 
the dty of Dantaic ; but that important place did not 
surrender tiU the twenty-seventh of May. He then 
penetrated faito Poland, and after a series of severe 
conflicts the F>«nch and Russian armies fought on 
the fonrteendi of June the sanguinary and dedaive 
battle of Friedland, which the French classed among 
their most splendid victories. One of its immediate 
consequences was the capture of Konigsberg, con- 
taininc large stores of grain, and one hundred and 
sixty Oiousand English muskets, which had not yet 
be<m landed. The Russians retreated towards the 
Niemen, crossed that river at TUsIt, burned the 
eridge, and continued tlicir march to the eastward. 



The emperor Alexander and tfie Ifaig of Prussia, 
who had been there during the last thiwo weeks, 
retired to Memel, that town and its territory being 
an that remained in the possession of the latter 
sovereign. 

Buonaparte entered Ttlsit on the nineteenth of 
Jane ; and on the twenty-second an armistice was 
concluded, by which it was agreed that there should 
be an immediate exchange of prisoners, and that 
plenipotentiaries should be instantly appointed to 
negotiate a peace. Tluree days afterwards an in- 
terview took place between the emperor Alexander 
and Buonaparte, on a raft wbidi had been con- 
structed upon the Niemen. The conference lasted 
two hoars, and was attended with mutual expres- 
sions of regard. 

On the seventh of July the arrangements of paei- 
ftoation were completed. Prussia was deprived of 
an her territories on the left bank of the Elbe, and 
of an her Polish provinces, except those situated 
between Pomerama and the Newmarko, and anoient 
Prussia, to the norrh of the little river Nets. The 
elector, now king of Saxony, took also the title of 
duke of Warsaw, and was to have free communica- 
tion by a nsUftary road through tbio Prosman terr^ 
tory, with his new dominions, which were to con- 
sist of Thorn, Warsaw, and the rest of Prussian 
Poland, except that part to the north of the Bug, 
which was incorporated with the dominions of the 
emperor Alexander. Dantaic was in future to be 
an independent town ; east Priesland was added to 
the kingdom of Holland; a new dominion, under 
the designation of the kingdom of Westphalia, was 
formed of the provinces ceded by Prussia, and 
others in the nossesoion cf Buonaparte ; and Ihe 
recognition of Jerome Bnonaparte as its sovereign, 
also of the kings of HoUand and Naples, and of all 
the present and ftiture members of the confedera- 
tion of the Rhine, was stipolatod. Prusshi eonsen^ 
ed to become a party in the maritime war against 
England ; the emperor of Rosia and Buonajporte 
mutuaBy guai^nteed to each ottier the integrity of 
their possessions, and of those of the other powers 
included in the treaty ; the offer of a- mediation to 
effect a peace between Firance and En^and was 
accepted, on the condition that England should, 
witbitt one month, admit it ; and the emperor of 
Russia agreed to accept the mediation or Buona- 
parte fbr the ccmchision of peace' with^the Ottoman 
porta. 

The king of Sweden refhsed to accede to the 
treaty of TDsit. and attempted the defence of Po- 
merania ; but his efforts were unavailing. He, how- 
ever, succeeded in withdrawing his forces from 
Stralsund, and returned into Sweden. 

WAR WITH TURKEY AND RUSSIA— EXPE- 
DITION TO CONSTANTINOPLE AND EGYPT. 

To w A a DS the dose of the year 1806, war had been 
dedared by Turkey against Russia ; and to oblige 
the Turks to accede to terms of accommodation, by 
which a force would be released frtim tEis southern 
warfiure, and enabled to swell die Rossian army In 
Poland, a British fleet, under the command of Sir 
J. T. Duckwortii, advanced tiirough die Dardanelles 
on the nineteenth of February, with orders to bom- 
bard Constantinople, if certain terms were not acce- 
ded to* in passing between Sestos and Abydos they 
sustained a heavy fire, which they retaliated very 
severely, and the Turkish squadron was driven on 
shore and burnt by Sir Sidney Smith. The English 
then anchored near the Prince's bles, about eight 
mfles fhnn Constantinople ; and a proposal was 
made to spare the dty on condition that the Turkish 
fleet should be sturrendered, which was of coune 
rqected, and defensive measures being pursued with 
the greatest activity. Sir J.T. Duckworth prepared 
for Us departure wbUe the passage of the Dardan- 
enes was still practicable. On the first of March 
he repassed the castles, in which he sustained con 
siderable loss, and thus, instead of produdng ac- 
commodation netween Russia and the Porte, a new 
power was added to the list of England's enemies. 
The British agento and settlers in the Turkish terri- 
tories were exposed to considerable annoyance ; the 
seiaure and sequestration of English property at 
Sm^ma, Salonica, and ottier places, were ordered 

SOie PortBf with a promntitttde which predoded 
opportunity for precaution ; the power of France 
over ue divan became materially strengthened ; 
aud Sebastiana, the French ambassador at Constan- 
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ipki, WM ooa*«lt0d Ml alBiMt cvwry Miwrgettey. 
la th^ war betwMn RuMiA and tk« Porte»die 
foraiBr wtm, howtrv, g«n«nllj a ue e m m fnk ; and. to 
add to die disaaton or the Torka, an iBrarrocaon 
aroto dniinc its progroM, awing to aoma new regn- 
laduns In tbe «lroM and diact|rfina of the troopa, 
which tannioatod in the dapaoithm of the grand 
aeignlor, Salim the thiid^ and die praclamauon of 
If ostopha the fourth. By Bea« the wnMiini ware 
equally raccet^nl aa by land ; and in an angage- 
taent between the Ruiaiaa and Tarkiih fleeta, fonght 
en the Irt of Jely, near the entraaoa to the Darda- 
neUea, the latter, oonmcing of eleTen Mil of the 
line, waa nearly annihilated. 

The fldlvre of the weak and l^iodidona attanpt 
en Constantinople was IbUowed by die dieappeint- 
ment of another expedition whloh waa sent agidnst 
another seat of die Ottoman power. On die aiacdi 
of March a force of Are thowaand nien» nnder the 
eranmand of n^jorwgeneral Mackenaie 9kaaer, ssiled 
from lleasina, and hating effected a landing near 
Alexandria, speedily compelled that city to caMtn- 
lato. Ulterior operations against Rosetta and Rhar 
mania were nnmrcemfnl, and the troops retreated, 
Aghdng all the way to Alexandria, where they re 
mained till September; whan general Frssar, «n- 
ahle to cope with the enemy, entered into a nego- 
tiation ; and baring obtained the restoration of the 
British prisoaera» consented to eracuato Kgypt. 

CAPTURE OF MOMTB VIDEO— UNSUCCESS- 
FUL ATTACK ON BUENOS AYRES-GENE 
RAL WHITBliOCKE CASHIERED. 

Souk hopes wen entertained diat diese reverses 
in the Mediterranean would be compensated by 
successes in South America. In October, 1800, bu- 
nisteis had sent out a rdnlbroement to the rLver 
Plate, under the command of Sir Samoel Auchmuty, 
and conToyed by Sir Charles Stirling, who waa ap- 
pointed to snpefsede Sir Home Poj^hmn in die naval 
command on that aUtion. On arriving at Maldona* 
do. Sir Samuel determined to attack the atnmg 
fortress of Monto Video, the key of the river Plato ; 
and on the eighteenth of January the troopa, amount- 
ing to about four rtionsand men. were landed near 
the j^aoe, and repulsed a superior force whIA had 
been ordered out against them. A battery was 
erected, which, thouipB exposed to die incessant fire 
of the enemy, effected a practicable breach on the 
second of February ; and orders were issued that 
the assault should be made next morning, an hour 
before day-break. The enemy, in the mean time, 
had so barricaded the breach vrith hidea, that the 
bead of the assailing oolumu could not in die duk- 
nc-ss distinguish it from the untouched wall 4 and 
be men remained under a galling ftra far a quarter 
of an hour, when it was at length discovered by 
captain Rmrny, wha fell gloriously as be mounted 
it ;, the gaDant seMien then foreed their way into 
the town, overturning the cannen which had been 
placed at the head 01 the principal avenues, and 
clearing the batteries and the streets with tlwir 
bayonets. By sunrise all was in possession of the 
Riitiah except tbe citadel, which aoon surrendered ; 
and early in the moniing, highly to the credit of the 
troops, in was perfectly qnieL 

When intelligence arrived in England of the re- 
capture of Buenos Ayres by the Spaniards, orden J 
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wars sent by a 

Cnufuid, who had been asM 

ibur thousand two hundred 

a naval lince under adoairal Muivny, to 

with his armament to (he river Plata. Oa 

teenthof Jane be roMhed Monte Video, 

Ibund general Wbitelecka, urlw li^ anIveA am 

ninth of May irom Fsigland, with a 

of sixteen hundred men, and towh 

tbe chief coeamand of the British 

America, vrith ordars to radnee dm wbale 

of Bnenos Ayres. Having, after iatifgvSn^ 

neariy surrounded thatown, ha erdeved 4 

attack to be made en t^ Afthaf July, 

to enter by the atraeta epps s ii e ta it, 

unloaded aauskata. The 

It intrepidity, butwith tlw leaa of twa 
re hundred men, in killed, wounded. 
No mode of mtsmA could have 
against a (own oonaisting of int-vooied hoi 
posed in ragnlar straets, intnisiii ling 
right an|^. Volleys of grape shot 1 
ooraolundnsinfipontaind in iankaa 
and they were assailed also irosa the 
hand-granades and other dsstructiTe 
Samuel Auchmuty suoeeeded in m 
master of die PUaa deToros, where he 
two pieces of cannea and an faamr n s < 
ammunition. General Cnniurd with 
was cut off from aB oommunicatioii wfth 
colomns, and obliged to aurrender 
lieutenant oolenel Dwli^ vrith a dei 
his command. On the following 
Linlanolfored to deliver up the _ 
this occaafon, and also those taken 
resford, on condition that tlie attadL on thn 
ahouklbedlaoontinned; and that widHn two 
fhim that date, Monte Video, and the odMr 
on the river Plate, occupied by the RngWah 
ahould be evacuated. He added that the 
tion of the populace againat the Engliah 
waa unbounded ; and diat if hostilitiaa wi 
nued, it would bo impossible to ensnre ttM 
These tenns were no seoi 





were yielded to by general Whitalobke» wbeaa esa- 
dnot called forth the aaost severe rrprei^enaion ; and 
on hia ratnm to England ha vras tried by a 
maitiaL cashierad, and declared totallj 
aavrovdiy to serra his m^jislj in any : 
dty. 

CAPTURE OF CURACAO-IN&VRRBCnOM IB 

INDIA. 

Against diase mivfortunas, the solitary 
tion of the Dut«di island of Curacao is to be 
On the Ont of January, IMV, the 
fected with inconsiderable loss, by 
four fripites nnder the command of 
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Hie tranquillity of British India 
ill July, 1600, by an insurrection of the sepeyi sr 
native trooM in the nay of tlie oeaMpany» who at- 
tained tbe European barracks at VeOaen, andaMs- 
sacred one hanmred and sixty-four men bafeie ttey 
wen quelled. A rumour, that it waa the wi*«f 
the British government to convert thn eqaoisby 
forcible means to Christianity, was the cumo oTAm 
disaffactiaa. 
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CHAPTER XXXVII. 



A WW Pa^Oament—TkB ktt€ N€goti0thn$-^Fiiumt»-^AboUtioH 9/ the Skne Trad*—CUmg9 •fAdmiuU 
trttlom—nUMkMm of ParlUmmt—Nem EtteHam^New MiWarf Pkm—BiU resveeting Ireland-^ 
K€90rH9iu^ I * vwrmn»n Sr^edltim agaiMtt CopemJkigtn^Capture 9/ ike Ifank/KjIeei^fKar wUk 
U m mm r k—WUh muHm—RutrietUMU oh Oommoreo^Action bUteotm a MrUisk «ml American frigaie 
--jCofhgro^iht DamUk Wut Indim iokptdo—Tke French enter Portngai^The B090I Family em- 
Urkpr BroM^Affokre of SfoHn B rnnnetrtes efiOirU toplmeo Ms Broikerom tke ikrono^Sepedi- 
Mm to PortugtO— O on v emHo n of amtra—A^timnco of the BrUiekJ^reee into JfMin, under Shr John 
Moore^Hie retretO—BatiU ofOonmnm, omd de&tk ^fSIr John Moore, 



NEW PARUAMBNT-THE LATE NBOOTIA- 
TIOMS— FINANCE. 

AT the neetinc of the new MrUameBt on Che 
fifteenth of December, IM, the royal speech 
•aimftted the netion to exertion* ayahut the ene* 
B^. On the second of January, 1807, the ratilect 
or tiie late negotiation widi France for die restora- 
tion of a general peace was brought under con- 
sideration. On this occasion Cannmg condemned 
the poUoy of breaking with Prussia for the sake of 
Hanover. Piiusia had. in tiie first instance, ac- 
cepted the transfer of that electorate from France, 
on condition that the possession should not be con- 
sidered as valid until a general peace should be 
concluded, or until tihe consent of oie king of Great 
Britain sliould be obtained. Buonaparte acquiesced 
for a time ; but ne sooner was hia relieyed from 
aiuctety respecting the Russian armies, flian he in- 
sisted that the occupation should be ahsdute, and 
Prussia had tfiea no cnoice but war, or compUance at 
the risk, of war with Bogland : she saw this risk, 
but could not aroid it : and we fbU into Uie snare. 
Buonaparte had apprdieaided the union of Prussia 
with the two great surriTing nowers of the conCo- 
demcy, ai^ wished to hare her at bis mercy. In 
the mee of three month* he beheld her at war 
with England, and Rngland and Russia separately 
negotiating for peace. He Ibnnd means to conttune 
Uds state of tbmgs untfl the arrangements for tlie 
overthrow of Prussia were matured: then the faioe 
was ended, and he hastened to the field of batde. 

Parliament after providing for an augmentation 
of the sea and land forces, dlreetnd its attention to 
the improvement of the revenue. Lord Henry 
Petty, having stated the total amount of the sup- 
plies for the year 1807 at forty miOion five htmdted 
and twenty-seven thousand saty-flve pounds eleven 
sbOliugs and alght pence, and the ways and means 
at for^-one milfion one hnndred thousand pounds, 
brought forward a permanent plan of finance, whidi 
profewed to have for its o^ect to provide the 
means of maintaining the honour and independence 
of the British empire during the necessary conti- 
nuance of the war, witiiout perceptibly increasing 
the burdens of the country, and with manifest be- 
nefit to the interest of the pabhe creditor. Uds 
plan was adapted to meet a scale of eapenditnie 
nearly equal to that of 1800; and assumed tha^ dn^ 
ing the war, the annual produce of the permanent 
and tempontry revenue would continue equal to 
the produce of that year. Keeping these premises 
in view, it was proposed diat me vrar loans for the 
years 1807, M08,and 180O, should be twelve maUon 
pounds annually ; for 1810, fonrteen milHon pounds; 
and for each of the ten following years, sixteen 
Bullion ponnds. Those several loans wera to be 
made a charge on the war taxes, which were esti> 
mated to j|»rodn6e twenty-one million pounds an> 
nually i this cha^e to be at the rate of ten per 
cent. OB each loan ; five per cent, for interest, and 
the roBMioder as a sinking fund, which, at compound 
interest, would redeem any sum of capital diebt in 
fiMirteen years* The portions of Mrar taxes thns 
fuecessively liberated, migh^ if the war should still 
he pnAmged, beooaw appUcabln in a revolving 



series, and be igaln pledged for new loans ; It was, 
however, materaU, that tbe property-tax shoold. io 
every case, cease on the sixth of April next, after 
the ratification of a definitive treaty of peace. In 
the result therefore of the whole measure, there 
would not be imposed any new taxes for the first 
throe years from this time. New taxes of less 
than throe hnndred thousand pounds, on an aver- 
aji;e of seven years, from 1810 to 1819, both inclu- 
sive, wero all uat would be necessary, in order to 
procuro for the country the fnU benefit of the plan 
hero described, whidi would oontinue for twenty 
ye4n ; during the last ten of which agaifi no new 
taxes would he requirod. After ropeated discus- 
sfons the plan was agreed to, and the funds ad- 
vanced considerably, which nave the minister an 
Sportunity of negotiating a loan on terms highly 
vantageous to the public, and yet not unproduc- 
tive to the contractors. 

ABOLITION OF THE SLAVE TRADE. 

At tliis period the total abolition of the Afiica* 
slave tnde was finally accomplished. On the se- 
cond of January loni CuenviUe mtroduced a faffl for 
efiTecting this fpmomo ot^ect, which was road a firat 
time, and prmted. On the fourth of Febrnairy, 
counsel vero heard at the bar of the house, in fa- 
vour of the continuance of the trade, and on the 
following day lord Grenville condnded an daborale 
speech on the sotoect, by moving the second reading 
of the bin, which was inrincipaUy opposed by tte 
duke of Clarence, earls Westmoreland and St. Vinr 
cent, and lords Sidmooth, Eldon, and Hawkcsbury. 
At four o'clock in the morning the house divided, 
when there appeared for the motion one hundred, 
and against it tiilrty-six voices. On the tenth the 
bill was read a third tidie, and ordered to the com- 
mons for the concurronce of that assembly. On 
the twenty-third lord Howick moved for its com- 
mitment, when Uie opponents of this humane law 
wero so much diminished that there appeared, on 
a division, for the question two hnndred andeighu. 
three, and against it only sixteen voices. The biu, 
which was debated with great animation in aU its 
stages, enacted, that no vessel should clear out foe 
slaves from any part within the British domjnione 
after the first or Hay, 1807, and that no slave should 
be landed in the cotonies after the first of March, 
1808. On the sixteenth of March, on the motion or 
lord Heniy Petty, the bill was read a tiiird time, 
and passed without a division. On dM eighteenth 
the hill was carried to tte lords for their concur- 
rence in aome amendments, when lord Grenville 
instantly moved that it should be printed, and taken 
into oonsidenation on the twenty-third, an which 
day the alterations wero afrroed to. The reason of 
tins haste wa^ that his nmesty, displeased with the 
introductbn 01 a bill for grantmg sobm conceasions 
to Roman catholic ofiMers, had resolved to dis- 
place the existing administration. HMHigfa the hill 
bad passed both bouses, there was an awfal fear, 
lest It should not receive the royal assent before 
the ministry waadiss<dved. On the twenty-fifth of 
Maroh, at half past eleven o'clock in the morning, 
his nuyosty's message was delivered to the diifor- 
ent membors ef adwTaistratioo, coBunandinc 
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to wait npon him, to deliTer ap tho Mob of their 
raifMCtiTe oiBceo. It then i4>poarad, that a com- 
miMion fov'^the roval assent to tibia bin, among 
others, had been obtained. This commission was 
inatantlv opened by the lord chancellor (Brskine), 
and as the clock stmck twelre, this important biJl 
became, after a atrnggle of twenty years, a part of 
the law of tibe land ( Thos did Great Bif tain set an 
example to the world, which neldier tiie philan- 
thropwts ot the F^endi republic, nor those of the 
United States of America, had been aofliciently 
to exhibit. 



CHANGE OF THE MINI8TBY—DISSOLUTION 
OF PARLIAMENT. 

A BK.L, Styled the B4>man GatiioUes' Army and 
Nary ■Senriee Bill, occasioned the dismissal of the 
ministry. Its object was to secore te all lua majes- 
ty's sul^ects the priTilese of serring in the army 
and navy, upon their taking an oafli prescribed by 

act of parliament, and for leaving to them, as far ., , 

as convenience wonld admit, the nree exercise of lioB, until six weeks uter the 



their respective religions. Withont having for its 
aim what was cidled Ike emancipation of the Ca- 
tholics, this bin was adapted to afford them great 
satisfaction, beiug donbtiess Intended as the pro- 
carsor of a system of enlarged toleration : It roon, 
however, hecame a matter of notoriety, that the 
king regarded it as contrary to. the oUigations of 
his coronation oath, and, nn<fer snch circaxnstances, 
ministers immediately abandoned it : bat being 
also reauircd to give a written obligation, pledging 
themselves never more to propose any thing con- 
nected with the catholic qoestion, they resisted the 
demand, as incompatible with their honour and 
duty. Some portion of irritation now operated on 
both sides — the breach had extended too far to (\d- 
mit of being closed— confidence was mntually im- 
paired—and the necessary consequence, the resig- 
nation of ministers, almost imme^ately ensued. 

The new ministers announced on the twenty-fifth 
of March, were Lord Eldon, chancellor ; the earl 
of Westmorland, priry seal ; the duke of Portland, 
first lord of the treasury : earl Camden, president 
of tbm «o«icil ; lord Mnigrave, first lord of the 
admiralty ; lord Chatham, master of the ordnance ; 
lord Hawkcsbury, secretary for the home depart- 
ment ; Canning, secretary for finrc-lgn alRdn : lord 
Casderea^, secretary for the department of war 
and colomes ; and Perceval, diancdlor of the ex- 
chequer. 

A justification of the late ministry was sought by 
a motion made hv Brand, that it was contrary to 
tbo first duties of Ae confidential servants of tho 
crown, to restrain themselves by any pledge, ex- 
press or implied, flrom offering to the king any ad- 
vice that the course of circumstances might render 
neceasary. Tho m^nrity in favour of the new mi- 
nisters, in a house of four hundred and eightv-foor 
members, only amotmted to thirty-two; and Can- 
ning intimated, that in tibe (front of administratioa 
flndmg any impediment from the number of their 
opponents,' a dissolution of Parliament would be 
resorted to. This threat was soon after carried 
into effect, and on the twdnty-sereudi of April, the 
session and the parliament were brought to an end 
by a speech from the throne, in which the commis- 
sioners were charged to state that his majesty was 
anxious to recur to the sense of his people, while 
the events which had recendy taken puce, were 
yet fre^ in their recollection. 

NEW ELECTION — MILITARY PLAN— BILL 

RESPECTING IRELAND - PARLIAMENT 

PROROGUED. 

Til I general election which succeeded the disso- 
lution of parliament was, in many places, very 
violently oontaated, the cry of No Poperf. and 
The Chmrch is In dtmger, being used for political 
pnrposes ; and so succeasfbDv was It exerted, that 
of tbe late ministry Thomas GrenTiBe was the only 
commoner in the cabinet who resumed bis seat for 
the place he had before repres e nted. The new 
parlumeBt assembled on Uie twenty-second of June, 
when Abbot was unanimously re-elected speaker 
of the house of commons. The king's speech, which 
was delivered by commiarfon, stated that, alnoe the 
ereirts which led to the dissolution, he had reeeiTed 
the warmest asonmnces of support In maintaining 
the Just rights of the crown, and the true prindplea 



the present 




of the constltation. In the lords the 

canied by one hundred and sixty 

seven, and in the commons by 

fifty to one hundred and fifty-five, being 

house ever kapwn on a sinular 

the solidity oTtl 

establishea. 

A new military plan was introdnced by 
tlereagh, for IncfBasing the regular army 
militia, and for snn^tying the deficieneim 
from sndi a transfer by a supplemenury 
Two bills were aeonrdingly pMsod» 
operation of which it waa calnniated that 
eight thousand men wonld be added to tto 
force of the country. A bill 
Sir Arthur WeUcsley for snyprcsaing inai 
in Ireland, and for preventing ciie dtstoriMi 
the peace in that country ; and another iiiil 
also passed to prevent improper p«i 
ing arms. An address was likewii 
commons, on the motion of Bankes, praying liie 
Jesty not to make any grant of an ofice ~ — 
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was introdooed by 
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the ensuing sessiop. On tho fourteenth of Angum 
parliament was ororogued. 

EXPEDITION AGAINST COPBNHAGKN^ 
CAPTURE OP THE DANISH FLBBT. 

Tax efforts 0f Buonaparte to exclude Hie 
merce of England ftt>m every part of the ooati 

and to promote a maritime confederacy af, 

her, rendered it certain tlmt no power which be 
could control would be permitted te enjoy a free 
trade ; and having succeeded in dming the ports of 
Russia and Prussia against the Brituh flag, Den- 
mark became involved in a difltresaiug dilemma. 
The Berlin decree of Buonaparte, and the BHtiah 
orders of council issued by way of count eiattien , 
placed all inferior powers in a stete of nnhniis 
sion to the belligerents ; and between the dread «# 
France, to whom all Iter continental territories lay 
open, on the one hand, and of the English nary ea 
the odker, Denmark, though anxious ngidly te prr- 
serve her neutrality^aa severely visited with the 
calamities of war. Persuaded tfaiat sooner or latrr 
she must be obsorbed in diat vortex of dondnatiea, 
from which nearly all the continental powm had 
been unable to extricate themselves, the Britidb 
government despatched to the Baltic an armaBMst 
of twenty thousand troops, under tike oonunaind of 
lord Cathcar^ with a powerful fleet under admbal 
Gambler, one ot the lords of the admiralty. When 
the intelHgence of tbis expedition first reached 
Copenhagen, it was universi^ snppMed, in that 
cit>', that the English army was Intended to co- 
operate with the Swedes in Pomcrania; ibeiBu- 
sion, however, was speedOv dissipated by the arri- 
val of a British envoy in me Danish cnintal, eariy 
In August, widi instructions to demand the defivefy 
of the fleet into the possession of the British admi- 
ral, under a solemn stipulation that it should be 
restored at the conclusion of the war b e t vi c e a 
England and France : but in case the prince royal 
refused to comply, he was to be iuiormed tnat 
Ch^ British commanders would forthwith p i oce ed 
to hostilities. The prince argued upon the pro- 
posals made to him with dignity, and finaOy de 
clarcd his determination to re^t them, and to 
adhere to the line of policy which he had hitherto 
porraed. 

The English army landed without opposition oa 
the sixteenth of August, and after some Sneflectaal 
attempts to impede its progress, Copenhagen was 
closely invested on the land side, the fleet forming 
an impenetrable blockade by sea. A prodamatiou 
was at the same time issued by the commandeni, 
notifying to the inhabitants of Zealand the motive* 
of their undertaking ; the conduct that wonM be 
observed towards them ; and an assurance that at 
any time when the demand of Ms Britannic aaaj«*- 

Sf should be apeeded to, hoodHtiea shocdd cease, 
fa- Arthur Welledey was detpatohed on the twenty- 
sixth with a force te disperse troopa which were 
collecting wldi great rapidity under genera] Cavtea- 
ehield which ho effectually perfonaed. On the 
erening of die second of Septenri>er, the land lot- 
teries, and the bomb and mortar Teasels, opened a 
tremendous fire upon the town, and in a very short 
time a general conflagration appeared to have taken 
place. No propoaala for capUidation being sent on 
the two ensuing days, the irfng which had been 
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tiM •v«Biaf of tfMlbiartfi, and nasi'momiiig the 
commandant of the ganlaon aent out a iaf of tmoo. 
A capitalathm havinf boea aettled on the eishth, 
the BrttWi ann^ took pnwMriom of the dtadel, 
daek-yarda, and batteiiea, aider an engagement of 
veatoring them, and of eraenating Hio ialand of 
Zealand at the expiration of aix weeks, or aoooer if 
poiMible : no reqniaitiona were nude, no contribn- 
tioaa were leried, no military exoeaaea were com- 
■dtted, and the police of the Aty waa Tcgnlated by 
the Daniah magiatratea. I^ BiitiBh adndral im- 
aMdiately began rigging and fitting oat the ahipa 
that filled the spaciona baiina where they were 
laid m» In ordinarv, sixteen of which were of the 
line, fifteen were frigates, six brigs, and twenty-fire 
gaap4ioata; and at the eviration of 'the term li- 
mited in the capitoladon, they were all, together 
with the storoa, timber, and erery artida of naral 
equipment foond in the arsenal and store hooses, 
conreyed to Knaland, except one Bne-of-batde ship 
that grovnded m the isle of Hnen, and waa de- 
atroyed. 

The English fleet had scarcely quitted the road 
9i Copenhagen, when a nnmber of small armed 
▼esseu nwamenred depredations on oar traders in 
the Baldc with considerable saeoess. British pro- 
perty waa oonfiacated thnraghoat the Daniah do- 
minums, and correspondence with England strictly 
piohibited. Under these circnmatanees a dedara- 
lion was pobUshed in Joatification of the motirea 
which dictated the expedition, wherein it was stated 
that *' hie n^jesty had receired the moat poaitlTe 
Infinmatiaa of the determination of the rnler of 
Prance to occnpy with a military force die territory 
of Holstein, for the purpose of exdnding Great 
Britain from her abcostomed channels of comma- 
nioation with the continent, or indochig or compel- 
ling the oonrt of Denmark to doae die passage of 
the Sonnd against British commerce and nariga- 
tion, and of aralUng himself of die aid of the 
Banish nuoine for the ioTaalon of Great Britain 
and Ireland f and further, that '* Holatein once 
•GC1^>ied, Zealand woold be at the mercy of 
nrance, and the nary of Dennwrk at her disposal." 
The expeotion waa therelinre Justified as an act <tf 



RUSSIA PROCLAIMS WAR WITH ENGLAND 
—RESTRICTIONS ON COMMERCE. 

Tbb emperor of Rassia strongly resented the 
conduct of Rngland towards Denmaric ; and as the 
treaty of Tilsit had already tended considerably to 
relax the bond of union between the courta of Lon- 
don and St. Petenbargh, it waa frur ft-om improba- 
ble that Rus^^ might soon join the league against 
Britain. Apprehension was at length conTorted 
into certainty--dM Briddi ambassador was ordered 
to leare St. Petenburgb— and on the ddrty-first of 
October a declaration of war was issued against 
itftAi^ Xhe emperor proclaimed anew the prin- 
clples of the armed neutrality, and engaged dmt 
there should be no rO' establishment of peace be- 
tween Russia and Enipand ogtil satJs fl mtion should 
ktt?e been gireu to Denmarr. 

Buonaparte's effort! to exdade English com- 
■mroe, and to establish his continental system, were 
this year continned with rigorons< persererance. 
To embarrass the trade and fina n ces of Great 
Britain, Europe was obliged, in a areat degree, to 
abandon those luxuries which long habit had almost 
Nnderod necessary; and these restrictions were 
fsllowed on the part of England, by a system of 
retaliation, which deprired muldtndes in France 
of the means of honest Industry, ai|d eren of relief 
under disease and pain. The distress of the West 
India planters, in consequence of the exdusion of 
tiboir produce from die usual markets, exdted par^ 
tieular attention ; and, to remedy this evil, a com- 
mittee of the house of commons, appointed to en- 
fttlre into the means of aflbrding them relief,reoom- 
kiended a decrease of dnty u|^ colonial produce, 
•n adrance of bounty upon its importation, and 
the interrupdon of tae mteroourse carried on by 
American ships between Europe and the colonies 
of Cuba, Porto Rico, Martfarique, and Goadaloupe, 
dnough the medium of the United Sutes. An 
order of oonndl, issued on the seventh of January, 
n^teh prohibited neutral tesselt from trading to 
any port in the possa s i i en, or under the control of 
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leny, not having answered the doiJind par. 
j>^».», additional ordera were imued on the eleven^ 
of November, declaring every port frmn wfalah 
Gr^at Britain was exduded, to be in a state o# 
Uookade; all trade in the produce and manufrMtnreo 
of these countries was pronounced illegal ; and tfaa 
vessels employed therein were liaUe to seisure.— 
Thus was the communication along the coasts of 
Fkance and her allies, by means of nentral vessels, 
conmletdy vrohibited ; and, though the Ameiicans 
mifl^t still freely trade with die enemy's coloniea 
fi>r artides of their own consumption, the double 
restriction was inqiosed upon the intercourse by 
them between France and ner colonies, of caOing 
at a British port, and paying a British dnty. To 
avoid die losses and hostiliaes which were to be 
apprphended from the measures respecdvely adopt, 
ed by England and France, the American congrem* 
on die twenty-second of December, laid a strict 
embargo on au the vessels of the United States, by 
which they were prohibited from quitting any <v 
dwir ports ; and ships from aU other nadssis were 
commanded to leave the American hartwurs, uddi 
or without cargoes, aa soon as the act was nodfled 
to them. This intelligence created a general fiMlr 
ing of alarm among commercial men ; and the 
merchants of Liverpool, considering that this act of 
congress proceeded from our orders in oouncO, 
petitioned for their speedy removal, bat narHament 
did not ddnk proper to comply with their request. 
Buonaparte, aware that all restrictions on com- 
merce would, from the situation and pursniti of 
E ng l and, fiUl upon this country with a madi heavier 

Sessure dian on FWmce, fdt no disposition to rdax 
this new spedes of warfare: and Itcoordingly, 
on the twen^-diird of November, a decree waa 
issued from Milan, enacting " that all veasela 
which, after having touched at England from any 
nadop whatever, shall enter tlie ports of Fkanoe, 
shall be seised and confiscated as weQ as their car- 
goes, withont exceptlQa or distinction of commodi* 
ties or merchandise.'' This interdict was, on die 
nineteenth of the fi>Uowing month, suoceeded by a 
rejoinder to t|ie orders in council of the devendi 
or Novembcn', by which it was declared that every 
neutral whidi submitted to be searched by an Eng- 
lish ship, or paid ady dnty whatsoever to die Eng- 
lish government, should be considered as diereby 
denationaUsed ; and having forlUted the protection 
of its own government, should in eonsequenoe b» 
liable to seimire as a lawful priae, by Frmich sUpe 
of war. Neutral powers were thus placed between 
conftscadon and confiscadon. If noy proceeded 
to a French port without first paying a duty upon 
their cargoes in England, they were liable to be 
captured by Bridsh cruisers ; and if diey came to 
England and paid the duty, they dien became sub- 
ject to confiscation in die ports of the enemy. Th« 
case was one of extreme hardship ; and In this 
country, where war had not obliterated all sense of 
moral oUigation, the justice and tiie pdioy of the 
orders in council, underwent a severe scratlny, and 
called forth the most animated discussions. 

ACTION BETWEEN A BRmSH AND AME- 
RICAN FRIGATE-DANISH WEST INDIA 
ISLANDS SURRENDER. 

WqiLST the orders of oouncfl incr e as e d the dif- 
forences between Great Britain and the United 
States, an unfortunate occurrence created another 
ground of dispute. On th6 twenty-third of June an 
English man-of-war, the Leopard, captain Humj^ 
ries, acdng under the orders of adndral Berkeley, 
feO in win the Ghesapeak, American frigate, off 
the Capes of Virginia, and demanded some British 
deserters, whom she was known to have on board. 
Her captain refusfasg to admit the search, the Leo- 
pard fired a broadside, whidi killed and woonded 
several of his men : after which the American 
stmek his colours. In consequence of this transac- 
tion the preddent of the United States issue d a 
proclamation, ordering the immediate departure of 
all British ships of war from the harbours and wa- 
ters of the Union, and, in his message to congreaa 
on the twenty-seventh of October, relative to the 
pending negotiation with Great Britain, he stated 
that svtisfiiedoa' had been demanded for the out- 
rage. An investigation in die mean time took 
place at Halifox, and one of the deaerters ^kon 
on board the Chesapeak was condemned by a 

Uu 
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, and «c«etit0a. The BficUh mlnktry 

hMd^ted not to dedara ia parliament thoir readineM 
t» nake eTery reparation for whateTermi«lit appear 
an onantliorued act of hoetilitv ; and, iii a procla- 
mation iaaned for tecalUng Britiah seamen, it waa 
■latod Aat force might, if neceatarr, be exerdaed 
for recovering deaerten on board the merdhant 
YVaaela of nentzab ; bnt that, with respect to ships 
-Qi war, a requisition only ahoold be made. By this 
prodauiation the conduct of mdibiral Berkeley was 
tacitty disarowed ; and an envoy was soon aftor 
deapatohed on a special mission to America, wi A 
erertnrea of conciliation, which, however, proved 

aboriiTe> 

the I>anish West Indid islands of St Thomas, 
8t. JdiD, and St. Gnix, sorrendered in Decembbr, 
withoot resistance, to a sqfoadxtn commanded by 
Alexander Cochrane. 



FRBNCH ENTER PORTUGAL. 
Thb Frendt amderi entered Spain ; and Bnona- 
perte having publicly declared tiiat Hm house of 
Bragania should oease to reign, a large force, vnder 
general Janet, entered- Fertogal ; and en the oven- 
uig of the Mth of November had reached Afanntes, 
wrain three days'^nar^ of Lisbon. At tti» alarm- 
ing oriais the prince regent, havtnc hastily con- 
certed measures with lord Strangford, the English 
imAtAmtf tm at Lisbon. adoptod the xesdatlon of trans- 
ferring the royal nmiW and the seat of the Porta- 
gneae gOTemment to uradl. No time having been 
left for delay, the enhaxkation was expedhlondy 
performed ; and, on the monung of tfie twenty- 
ninth^ the* Portugeese fleet, consisting of dght ships 
of the line, four fngates, three brigs and a schooner, 
ea&ed out of the liigns, having on board the prince 
oT Bradl, with tiie whole of tiie royal family, and a 
Bvmber of persons attadied to its fortunes. Hie 
Ii^ench troops, who, from the hdgfats in the vicinity 
of Lisbon, viewed the fleet as it dropped down tiie 
riTer, entered the dty widiout opposition, and 
treated it as a conquest of the French arms. The 
migration of the Bragania fomihr, which has no 
example in modem, and scaroely/any in andent 
history, was performed under tiie protection of the 
British navy. Sir Sydney Smith having accompanied 
the royal emigrants to Rio de Janeiro, where they 
arrived on the ninth of January ; and adireet Inter- 
coune being thus established between Endand and 
BraaH, a new epoch was formed in tiie history of 
commerce. The valuable island of Madeira was 
romkaitted by the Portuguese government to the 
protection of the British untB the concluaton of a 
general peace. 

BUONAPARTE PLACES HIS BROTHER ON 

THE THRONE OF SPAIN— INSURRECTION 

AT MADRID. 

Ama Buonaparte had, in the pretended charac- 
ter of a friend and ally, introduced his armies into 
Spdn, ther reigning monarch, Charles tiie fonrtii, 
perplexed and harassed by court intrigues, was 
mduced or compelled to resign his crown to his 
son, tiie prince of Aatitrias. The new sovereign. 
Ferdinand the seventh, with the whole of the royal 
fJunHy, and some bf tiie principal grandees, were, 
in a mysterious manner, allured to take a journey 
to Bayonne, for the purpose of'-an interview with 
Buonaparte, who, having thus secured the two 
kings, obliged tiiem to dgn a formal abdication, 
and the innnto Don Carlos and Don Antonio re- 
nounced dl daim of succession to tiie Spanish 
. erown. By the French, these abdications and re- 
nunciations were represented as voluntary acts ; 
but by Spain, and the rest of Europe, they wore 
contemplated in a very different fight ; an imperial 
decree was issued by Buonaparte, declaring the 
throne of Spain to be vacant, by the abdication of 
Ike reigning ftonily: a junta, principally composed 
of the part&ans of France, was convened to meet 
at Bayoime. Among the deputies chosen by tiie 
AotaUes to represent them in the junta was Pedro, 
Ushop'.of Orense, who excused hiinself from accept- 
ing tiie trust in a letter to Murat, then grand duke 
of Berg, and providooal viceroy. It was fraught 
witii pore morality and accurate reasoning, covered 
with a veil of exqnidtdyflne irony. Hie bishop of 
St. Andero's letter on tiie same occasion, though 
quite in another style, was as much admired: he re- 

8 lied, *' I cannot aeake it convenient to attend, and 
leenld, Iwoddnot." Buonaparte conferred the 



crawn of BpaiftoB his brother JeaepihyWlioi 
the orown of Naples iafovow of ifie grand i 
Berg, Murat. . 

The dienmstanoea of tiie time indiin 
that the new government wedd meet 
opporirion : the Frendi occupied all tiie 
iM^vf iit g podtions J tiie mam body of ttieir 
WM stationed in Madrid, and the pttndpMal 
and fortresses were garrisoaedby thefrdeta^oc 
At that time tiie French could not have fc 
one huBdred thousand troops in Spain, and 
thousand In Portugal; but notwitkstandfaas 
pieaance of so lisraudahle a farce,_tiw news of 
compulsory renunciations ef the 
formed tiie signal for a generd inaamction. On 





for the 




the morning of the second of May, 1M8, 

crowds coUected in the pdndpd streeta of 

idtal, and, rendered confident by their n 

attacked the French troops with great 

resdntion, forced tiiem to retreat, 

poseesdon of thdr cannon, with which 

ceeded in driving them out of tiie dty. 

was no sooner given than the French 

their pooti, and the reinforcement 

into me city overwhelmed the insurgents. 

two o'dock tiie firing ceaaed, and " 

flattered themsdves that flw carnage waa at 

but in the afternoon Murat iaso^crdoa 

immediate fimnation of a military trflmnal, 

generd Grouchy waa appdnted p re d dcn t ; 

a smnmary trid, three ^nps of forty 

snocessivefy shot. In this manner wai 

ing of the second of May spent by the French at 

Madrid ; the iahaUtants were commanded to Bht> 

minate tiieir houses ; and tiirou^ tiue whole adght 

the dead and dying were Mng m heaps mpeai the 

bloodetained pavement. The nrnnhera main «■ 

botii sides must have been immense. 

This dfort of the dtisens of Madrid, w1rfc3i tm^ 
to have aroused the junta to a sense of tfaeir duly, 
produced directiy the oppodtoeffect, and bent 
oompletely to the will of Murat. Tlirongb ~ 
fluence, the holy inqdntion addressed a 
to aU'the courts of tke kingdom, in wldeh they 
cosed the Spanish people of having 
by their fractions diqiontion and outrac< 
lence, the disturbances and bloodshed of fho 
of May. 

MADRID EVACUATED BY THE FRENCH. 

A paOviNCiAL junta assembled at Oviedo pnbBsh- 
ed a formd declaration of war against Fraaaes 
liaving appointed the marquis or Santa Crux _ 
rd of the patriotic army, aent a deputation to 
dt the assistance of England, which was readily 
granted, and the British government dedared itsen 
at peace with the Spttiidi nation. The daianoa of 
Arragon was committed to generd Palafox, 
bold and animated addressee had 
rouse his countrymen to arms ; and Saragema, Kkm 
prindpd dty, was considered by tiie P ^ uuch as a 
place of so much importance, tut they mode re* 
peated attacks upon it with all the faacaa Iheycodd 
spare; but though they maie than once ehCaiacd 
possessUm of some parMrflbnown, they vrete iMvcr 
able to preserve wnatlfeiy with so mudi fHOooAiy 
acquired. Anotiier point of great importanee to 
botii the .'contending parties was Ae pnaaeasten ef 
the principd road betweOn Bayonne and Madrid, 
and Cuesta was the Spanish gen«rd appdnted to 
secure that important object: tiie Rrench gensrd 
despatched for the same pcupose was Lesanes.r-> 
Hie hostfle forces met on me lourteentii of July at 
Rio Seco, near ValladoUd, and tiie Spaniards wen 
compelled to retreat, on which tiie Firendi todLpos- 
sesshm of Rio Seco, and afterwards of St. Andero ; 
their triumph, however, was of short duration, the 
advance of generd de Ponti, with a division off ten 
thousand men from the Aaatrian aimy, oUiging tta 
Fkench to evacuate tiie town predpltaitely. 

Buonaparto remained at Bayonne, dvectiiver 
receiring the . deliberationa of the junta which be 
had convened, and drawing up a conatitution fcr 
Spdn. Murat, under plea of iH-healtii, hadag 
previously qdtted Madrid, Joaeph Buenapaitr, ac- 
companiea ey his prindpd mfiusten, set oat tm 
the capitd of his yet unoonquered kingdoao, where 
he arrived, under the p rot e cti o n of ten thearaad 
men, on the twentieth or July : but ontitat very day 

Senerd Dopont, with fifteen thousand men, surran- 
ered himself and hm army prisoners to Casfsacs, 
the chief of the Andalndan army ; and as 
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unm wntUbmA MttMU JoMph mi hb «o«rt 

aouglkt thdr §tdot9 ia ffigbt, BMaaly eoBMlinf them- 
celTW, homTflr, 07 carrjing off Im ieg»lk, ptUt, 
«ad otiier ▼•loAblMia the royal palMiw The oom- 
d) of CMt&e aamadtoCely ranimad <faB goTenunant, 
with pnlBMioiu 4)f aident mttacbmrnt t» thie canae 
of their depoaed aaonacch ; bat theae prafeaaiMia 
were raoeived with diatnat by tiw patriota, and the 
gOTeroBMat of the couAtry atUl oontinaed Co be 
•dauaiaterad by the junta of Seville. It 
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Judged expedient to form aaBdUtanr junta at Madrid. 

1a, iaolndmg Caatanoa and 



- inoied of life genefals, iaolndmg 

BXPBDinON OP THB BRITISH TO 

PORTUGAL. 

In England, an expedition whieh had been fitted 
out under Sir Artbnr Welle«Iey» for the parpote, it 
waa Bifppoaedv of proceeding againat Spaniah Anter- 
ica, vaa ooontermandad on the aniTM of the news 
of the inaorrection in Spain. Thia armjr* oonaiating 
of aboat tea.tbonsand men, sailed from Cork, on the 
twelfth of JnW ; and Sir Arthur, baring arrired at 
Comnaa on the twentieth, offerM the aariatanoe of 
llie force ander hia oonuauid to the jnatotof 0«diaia ; 
but that body, thoagfa the defeat at Bio Seoo had 
takeo place a £sw daya before, and the 8|iaBiarda 
were retreating in every direction, naiatmadated 
hy their late rereiaea, replied, that they wished for 
nothing from the BritMh gOTenunent except aaoaey, 
anas, aad ammaaitioa : ther expxesaed their firm 
oonvictica, however^ that the armanMat ooigbt be 
of infinite aarrice if it were eraplayed in driring 
the French fram Liahon, and to that point it accord- 
ingly proceeded. TIm Rngliah goToinment next 
tinned Ita thoaghfes to the Spaniah troopa which 
Buonaparte had drawn, nader the pretence of 
aecnring Haaover, to the aortlMvn parts of Ger- 
asaay; aad a aegotiatioii beiag eatraed iato be- 
tweea their commaader, the aiarqala do la Romana, 
and the Britiah adparal. Sir Richard Reata, ten 
thonssnd men were, by a well concerted plaa, 
jescaed from tlw power of Buonaparte, aad landed 
00 the acathem coaat of Spain, to aapport the 
patxiatio caaae. 

Buoaaparte retamed to Paria oa the fifth of 
September, whea one hundred and sixty ^koasand 
men were ordered to be raisad for the aagmenta- 
tion of hia army, which, combined with the report 
of the Preneh miniater for foreign affairs, atathig 
that two haadred tfaooaand mea were to be pteoed 
at tlie aerviea of the war in 8paia» anffirieatW ia- 
dicated that the iaaanaetioaain that oonatry had aot 
ahakaa hia porpoaea. Haviag arranged hia aialitary 
opeiatbaa, Bnonaparte aet oat from Paria to meet 
the emperor Alexaader, aad the depeadeat German 
priaoaa, at Brferth. Ilie pnceedmga of thia meet- 
ang were aerer anffered to tranapire ; bat jit oaaaot 
be doidited thai oae of its ol^ileeta waa to orerawe 
aad to arrange the co-operatioa of Rnsaia 
the ooafadarate statea of the Rliiae agaiaat 
if Sim attempted to avail herself of th^ war in' 
Spsia. Oa hia retam to Paris, ha aaaurad the 
' ' ' re body tha%tltp emperor of Raasia and 
ere deteiiinML.to make coandenUe 
ia Older to fMbure, for the haadred 
of BMB whom uiey repreaeated, aa early 
oT the c u u a ae r ee of the aeaa ; aad he 

hia resolatiaa to depart bk a Csw daya 

to put himself at the head of hia armies, to crown 
the Uaa of Spain at Madrid, and to plant hia eaglea 
oa the iDrts of liafaoa. Ho arrived at Bayoaae on 
the third of November, iriiea 4ie program of the 
eampaim became unmvoarable to the patriotic 
canaeTuaving fully aaoceeded ia the north'West of 
Spain, Baoaaparte anddealy and unexpectedly 
hb enbrta againat the forcea asider Caa- 
B the Bbra, whom he defeated at Tadela 
tweatf-thlxd ; aad, ia the abort space of 
three weeks. «be grand anaiea of Blake. Castanoa, 
aad eoaat Belveder, oa which the priaclpal h(q»ea 
«f the Spaaiah nation rested fiar the defence of the 
e^tal and the north of Spain, were defeated, and, 
in a mat aseaaare, diapensed. Oa the twenty- 
aeoead af Noveaiber, elevea daya after the battle 
e< " 



e< Tadela, Baonanarta reaBovsit his head-qnartara 
Aram Baigoa, aad amrcbad agaiast Madriil by die 
direet road of the CaatOea. The Puerto, a paasage 



tliem to aeek aafety ia flight, leeshig their oannoa 
ia the hands of the eaemy. On the second of 
Deeeoiber Baoaaparte arrived im the heights 
whieh overlook the capital of Spain, aad snasmoaed 
it to suneader ; but the bevrer of the proposal 
aarrowly esaqwd beiag torn to pieces by the la- 
habitants, who eviaced a reaolatioa to defend them* 
selven, which waa feebly secoaded by tiieir leaden ; 
aad, alter aa ofaatiaate reaistaaoe, Ae Preadi 
ftwcea took possesakm of tlie dty oa tiie firarth, the 
Spanish troopa being withdraarn dnriag ttie preoed> 
ing night. 

BATTLES OP ROLEIA AND yiMIBRA.-C01^. 

VENTION OP CINTRA. 

Tbb news of the Spanish insurrection soon readi- 
ed Liabon ; bat the fnbabitanta, kept in awe by the 
army of Janot. wen prevented at firat firom asanl- 
festmg their joy at tlie intelligence: at Oporta, 
however, ciromaatancea were more favoniable. A 
body of Spaaish troopa, which occupied timt citv, 
on learning that their aert ioea were required m 
their own coantry, determlBed to joia'the pattiotto 
ranks ; ba^ before their departure, Ihey took dw 
Preadi general aad Ua ataffpriaonen, and ddiver- 
ed np the goverameat of the dty to Louise d'Ottva* 
da, who inosediately opened a meadlyoommaaioa- 
tioa with aa Eagliah frigate whidk waa cruiaiag off 
.that port. The oondact of Oporto served as aa as- 
ample for the odier parte of Portuaal: nearly tbm 
whole of the aorth roae la anna againat the Preneh; 
the authority of tihe prince Regent waa vaeatabllsh- 
ed ; aad aroviacial Juataa, aimOar ia their charac- 
ter and nmctiona to Utoae in Spain, were formed. 
Theae aasembUea taming tibeir atteatioa towarda 
England for assistance, the army of -Sfar Ardittr 
Wellealey, which had, m the first lastance, been 
offered to the Spaniards, waa deatiaed far Portngal, 



af the Seam Sierra, waa defeaded*bv a diriaion of 
Aram twelve to fifteen thonsaad Spaafarda, aad by a 
battery of sixteen pieces of caaaoa ; bat me power< 
lid amy to which thaj 



aad subsequently augmented by 
firom the sottft ef^Spein, under genenla 
and Ackland, and mm the Baltic under Sir John 
Moore. Oa the arrival of the expeditioa at Opor- 
to, the bishop stated that the Portngaese force In 
that quarter was suflhaeat to repel the attacka of 
the enemy, on which Sir Arfhar WeOesley deter, 
mined to eflbct a laading ia Moodego bay, haviag 
nrevioasly girea orders to geaeral Spencer to join 
him at that place : aad an the nintfi of Angast 
their anited forces advaacedon tim road to Liaboa. 
Oa the fifteenth the advanced gaard of the BritiA 
army cssae ap, for the first tnse, widi a parQr af 
the Preneh at Oviedas, whea a elight actSoa.tealL 
place caOetfthe aetiea of Loariaka. Oa the aeven- 
teenth Shr Arthur dateimiaed to attaek general 
Laborde, whoae ferae, atroagly aad advaatageoi 
posted at Rdeia, conaiated or aboat aix thoi 
men. A desperate batde eaaaed, attended 
very ooaaiderable loas oa the side of dm Bridsh ; 
bat, at the doae of die day, the eaeaiy waa com* 
pletaly repalsed, aad hia retroat aaii^ have been 
cat off, had the British army beea anpplied with dm 
aaoal proportioa of cavalnr. Junot, haviag bean 
iafonaed of the reioforoements whidk the British 
army expected, resolved, notwithstanding the de- 
feat of his troops at Rolda, to anddpate their av. 
rival, fiir wbhrn pnrpoae he left Lisbon with nearly 
the whole of hia dtqpoaable foree, aaionndng to 
aboat fo ur teen dioaefad aiea, and on the asssniag 
of dm tweaty-firat caase np with tte army ander 
Sar Arthur WeOadey, at Vimlera. The Pleach 
ooanaeneed die attadL oa varioaa poiata with diabr 
uaaal Impetaedty, but aiet with a reabtaace to 
which tiiey had been long anaccoatomed. After 
repulsiag diem attfae poiatof the bayonet, the Bri- 
tish became die aaaaUants, aad general Anatrnlhar, 
advaadag for die parpose of occapyiag his position 
on the left, attacked their flank, and threw them 
into complete conf^nion. Nearly at the aame daw 
the eaemy assailed geaeral Pto'gaaen'B brigade, aatt 
agaia he gave way beforo the raaapart of Bridsh 
bayonets with which he waa r e d s te d. Haviag 
fiued In every qaarter the Freaeh ooanaeaeed a 
retroat, after auataiaiag a kaa of three thea s aad 
aiea, aad thirteen pieoea of cannon. In thia da- 
daive victory die whdia of die Vmuh foree in Per- 
tagal waa employed, aader the floamiaad of Joaot, 
the dake of Abraatae, in peraon; t|ie enea^ waa 
certaialy aaperior la eavahry aad ardDery, aad aet 
naore fhaa half of the Bridsh army waa actaally en- 
gaged. Sip Hairy Bunrard, who arrived on ttw 
ning of the batde, dadined aasamlng tha 
Am Sir AithurWettaaiay diMdd hava 
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|Alet0d Uf op«ratioiu ; and lA the foDowkig day 
8tr Hew DebryBiple, wtio had been ordered from 
Ue sitnadoii ae Ueiitenaiit-c^Temor of Gttnraltar. 
Cnr the pnrpooe of taking Uie oommuid of all 
the 'dilTerent eorpa Bent by the British govera- 
nent into Portugal, reached Cfaitra, to wUch 
the Britiah army had mored. A few honm after 
Us arriTal a dag of tmoe came in ttam Janet, 
with a proposal lor a cessatiim of hostilities, diat 
a conTention, by which the French should evacnate 
Pertogal, might be agreed upon ; and an annistice 
was accordingly consented to, whidi formed the 
basis of the oonrention^of Cintra. Its essential ar- 
ticles were, that the Engli^ goremment should be 
at the expense of transporting the whole of the 
French army to anv of the ports in France,between 
Roohefort and I/Orient ; that they were to be at 
liberty to senre again immediately; and that aU 
the property o€ the French anay, as well as of in- 
diTidnalk was to be sacred and nntoached, and 
might either be sold in Portugal, or carried off into 
FrMce. The embarkation was to take place in 
<hree divisions^ the iivst to sail within seren days ; 
no natire of Portngal was to be molested on ae- 
comit of his political oondoct daring the Rrench 
•ocapation, and such as were desirons of with- 
drawing into Fk-ance were to hare full liberty to 
dispose of their property. When die iasvrreetion 
in Spain first bro&e out, Janet had ordered a num- 
ber of Spanish troops, serving in his army, into 
oonflnement in the ships in tiie harbonr ; and, in 
vetnm for the delirenng up of these men, Ae 
British commander engaged to obtain die release 
of snch French sol^ects -as were detained in Spain 
without haTing been taken in batde. Sir Charles 
Cotton ooncladed a separate coarention with ad- 
Bsiral Siniarin, ibr die snixender of the Rossian 
ships in the Tagns. 

In Portugal, as well as in England, the terms 
of the conTontion prodnoed nniTorml discontent. 
General F^ire, commander of tiie Portuguese 
troops entered a formal protest against it; and 
the coolness which had already unfortunately 
taken place was by this means greatly aggraTated. 
On the fifteenth of* September the French troops 
completed their embarkation, and Portugal was 
entirely freed from the presence of an enemy, who, 
for ten mondis, had indicted upon her the most 
■evere calamities. The British, howoTer, did not 
begin their march towards Spain till two months 
after the ratificatbn of the coarentiou of Cintra ; 
and eren dien, upwards of ten thousand were left 
behind. This fatal conTontion drew alter it a long 
train of disaster and disgrafce. One of its first 
effects waa to suspend all the operations of the 
army; and Sir Hew Dalrymple, Sir Harry Bur- 
rard, and Sir Arthur Wellesiey, were all summoned 
to England, in consequence of the inquiry which 
was institnted into that proceeding, and of which 
tlie result was a formal declaration, oommunleated 
officially to Sir Hew Dalrymple, strongly disaiq;»roT- 
ing the terms of both the armistice and oonrention. 

ADVANCE OF THE BRITISH INTO SPAIN 

UNDER SIR JOHN MOORE. 

Tbb command of the British army was now 
Tested in Sir John Moore, who had distinguished 
kfanself in the West Indies, in Holland, and in 
Bgrpt, and had rebently returned from Sweden, 
wmttier he had been sent, at the head of ten thon- 
•and men, to asabt the king, against whom war had 
been declared by Russia, Pnusia, and Denmark ; 
but, through Uie capridons conduct of that y»onarrh, 
he had been constiained to bring back his troops 
without landing them. The force destined to act 
in IhTour of the Spaniards marched from Lisbon on 
tibe twentr-serenth of October, under the command 
of Sir John Moore, with whom Sir David Baivd, 
who had been sent from England with a reinforce- 
ment often fliousand men, was directed to form a 
Junction whererer he should appoint. Sir David 
arrived at Coranna on the thiiteendk of October, 
and to his astonishment, tibe Junta of Galicia at first 
refused him permission to land his troops ; and when 
tfwir taidv aoqoieooence was at length obtained. 
Us reoeption was extreaBeiy cold and dispiriting. 
Sir John Mooro, also, when he arrived at Salamanca, 
on the fonrteendi of November, found it necessary 
to write to the British minister at Madrid, desiring 
him frankly to faiform the Spanish government, 
that if they expected his mnay to advance, they 
Mnacpay aaoroatC«ati« to iu wants ; and the far- 



ther he went, tbei 

with the convlotion, that the 

foith of which he had cr ossed the frontfera of Par- 

tagal, was destitute of foundatien. He luhd ficion 

oOdally infoimed tfmt his entry into Spain wnmid 

be covoed by sixty th ousand aarti ; but he Imd : 

advanced within three marches of 

aimy, and not even a Spanish pir^npt h 

to protect his front. AU their principal i 

beaten and dispersed ; Burgos was In 

of the French ; and even ValladoUd had 

pied by their cavalry. Under these 

sir John resolved to retreat; but before 

put this detennination into effect; he 
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communication from Don P. Morla, 

supreme junta, who proved to be a 

anotiier from Frere, the British 

drid, which induced him to advance. 

Moot'o had not poss es sed in an extraecdlnnrsr dn> 

grae, droumspection, penetntion, and 

these solicitadons would have thrown 

anny into the power of the Frendt. 

SIR JOHN MOORE'S REtREAT. 

BaroBB he had proceeded a day's 
route. Sir John Moore learnt, by an 
despatch, that Buonaparte, who had entered ~Mi 
drid on me fourth of December, was advi 
wards Lvbon, and that a body or eighteen 
men, under Sooh, duke of Dahnatia, wna nested 
Saldana, on the banks of the Canrien. mr Jul 
anxious to meet the wisiies of his troops hj 
tbma against die enemy, effected a Jntf ' 
Sir David Baird, and proceeded, by rapid 
to the Carrion. Hero tiie advanoed pesto of 




two armies first met. end tiM s up er i ori ty of tte Bli* 
tish cavalry, under Wed Paget, was eminantiy dis* 
played in a suooessful skirmish ; but just as Sir 
John Mooro had issued Us orden for a 
tack, and had requested tiie marquis of 
co-operate with ms forces, he received 
that Buonaparte, in person, was adv 
rear; tliat the force which had been 
TUaven had moved forward to Sali 
that Sonlt himself had received strong 
meats. Retreat was now indispensable. 
OMps of Sonlt, beforo it was reiaforoed, om 
of ei^teen thousand men ; the right fiank of the 
Briti&h was threatened by Junot, who. liberated by 
the convention of Cintra from Ms. perilous sitnatiou 
in Portugal, had again advanced into Spain, wiA 
fifteen thousand men ; udiile Baonaparte. who had 
quitted Madrid on the eighteenth, with forty thou- 
sand troops, was advancing with his usual rapidity. 
At Benevento another skumish took place, which 
teradnated greatiy to the honour of the Britmh cn- 
valtT, and in which tlie French general Lefoimc, 
at the head of his dmsseun, was taken prisoner. 
Finding timt his main force ooold not come iq»with 
Sir John Mooro beforo he had quitted Beneventa, 
and his presence being reqpdred in F^rance, Bnana> 
parte committed the further prosecution of the per. 
suit to amrsbal Soult. The rituation of the Bitthh 



armv was, at this time, diifiriting in the exi_ 

In the midst of winter, in a dreary and desdato 
country, the soldiers, iMIed and drenched by de- 
luges of rain, and wearied by long and npid 
marches, wero almost deetitute of taei to oook their 
victuals, and it was with extreme diflteolty that 
they proeured shdter. Ilielr provisions wero 
scanty, frtegular, and diiBcult of attainment ; Oe 
waggons, in whidi were tiieir magarines, baggage, 
and stores, wero often deserted in the night ^oe 
Spanish driven, terrified by the approadi oi the 
nendi. llius baggage, ammunition, stores, and 
even money, wero freqnentty obliged to be destroy 
ed, to prevent them from falling Into tin hands of 
the enemy t andtbe weak, the sick, and the vronnd- 
ed, wen neoessarily left behind. In the midst of 
these distresses, the Spanish peasantry ofhred ns 
assistanoe, and showed no sympathy ; on the coa 
trary. though aimed, thev fled at the approadi sf 
tiie English, carrying wim them every tmg that 
could allef late their distress, or oontriboto to thdr 

£ reservation or comfort. The diflcultleo and aax 
tty of the British '^«— ^iB^ wero fauavaeed by 
the ralasatien which took place in the «M«Hr>Wff of 
his army. The disappointment which they expe- 
rienced in not* being allowed to measuro their 
strength witii the enemy, and the eufferings of a 
rotreat which they considered as a disgracef ol 
flight, contriMnd to 
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kaUli ^ Mder aii4 ffabordiiiatiMi, and compelled 
Sir iobn Moore to iicae tnch ogrden u uoidd 
aneqvlTocally exproM his Mnse of m great an 
oviL and hit onaltetnble determination to pvniih. 
In the moat aerere and exemplary manner, erery 
Idtore oflhnder. The enemy waa now preaaiog S{r 
John Moore ao much, that he reaolred to halt at 
I<ngo, where he arrired on the fifth of January, 
18iQ, and to oflfer battle ; bnt Soalt did not think it 
Mfe to attack him in the almng position which he 
had taken up near this jrfaee ; and Sir John, not 
judging it prodent either to act offensirely, or to 
delay Us retreat, qvitted his ground in the night of 
the ninth, leaTing his fires burning. On the 1 1th, 
the whole of the British army reached Conmna, 
with the esception'of general Crawford's dirision, 
eonsbting of tbree thousand men, which had em- 
harked at Vigo : but, unfortunately the transports 
had not yet arxiTed, and the next morning Soulf s 
anny occupied an extensiye line above the 'town. 
In readiness to make an attack as soon as the tzoops 
should begin to embark. 

BATTLE OF CORUNNA, AND DBA7H OF 
SIR JOHN MOORB. 

On tiie fourteenth. In the erenlng. the transports 
hore in si^ht ; and on tfie sixteenm, when Ofdera 
bad been issued for the embarkation of flie whole 
army, general Hope reported from his poet timt 
the enemy's line was getting under arms. This 
was about noon, at Che moment that Sir John Moore 
was Tisitiag his outposts, and explaining his plans 
to the general ofikcers : but as soon oa he was In- 
iDzmed of this hostile indication, he flew to the 
field, where the picquets were already engamd, 
and beheld the nench descending from the hilb 
In four columns, two of which threatened Sir Da- 
Tid Baird's dlrision, on the right ot the British line. 
Hue effort was met by Sir John Moore and Sir 
David Baird, at the head of the forty-second and 
flftieth regiments, and the brigade under lord W. 
Bentinck, by whom the enemy was charged and 
driven back with ^at slaughter, though not till 
Sir David had received a severe wound w his arm, 
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and was obliged to retire frtm the acene of aetloa. 
At this period of the action Sir John Moore receiT- 
ed his death-wound. Undismayed by tfie loss of 
their commander, the British soldiers maintained 
the advantages they had gained on the ri^ and, 
with tfie most determined bravery, contmned to 
repel the attacks of the enemy on their centre and 
left, till they actually forced mm to retire, although 
he had brou^t up fresh troops in support of those 
originally engaged ; and, on the doae of tbe day, 
the Briosh were left masters of the Held. Not 
more than fifteen thousand British were eogaged, 
of whom between seren and eight hundred were 
killed or wounded. The French exceeded twenty 
thousand, and their loss was estimated at about 
two thousand. 

In consequence of the deaUi of Sir John Moore, 
and the wound of Sir David Baird. the oommand in 
chief had derolyedupon general Hope, who lost no 
time in carrying into effect the embarkation of the 
troops, according to the ammgements already 
made by his predecessor ; they accordingly quitted 
their position about ten o'clock at night, and march- 
ed into Gorunna, where every thing was so well 
concerted, that during the nigh^ and in the course 
ot the following day, the wnoie army embarked 
without further molestation. When the French 
found the British were gone, they fired on the tran- 
sports, which so alarmed the masters of sereral of 
them, that they cut their cables, and four of the 
ships ran aground ; the troops, howerer, were re- 
mored. and the Tesseli destroyed. The body of 
Sir John Moore was hastily interred on the ram- 
parts of Corunna, where a monument was after- 
wards raised to his memofT. 

In this retreat the British army lost all Its ammo- 
nition, all its magaaines, above five thousand 
horses, and five or six thousand men. The expedi- 
tion, however, calamitous as it proved, was not 
destitute of advantage to the cause it was intended 
to^aupport, as it drew Buonaparte from the south, 
which at that time lay entirely open to his outer- 
prises, and afibrded time to the Spaniards to reco- 
ver in fane degree from the terrors of their enemy. 
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CHAPTER XXXVIII. 



JParlkMientarv Proeeedings^ExnedUUm against Denmark— DroUt of Admir^M—EnUttment—XMcmi 
MUUia—Fniance—Criminai Law—AdrnTnistrati^n of Justice— DUHUeries-^fonish £Muse—I*ran- 
ralion^Austria declares against England— Efforts of the Stvedes against Russia and Denmm-k^ 
Affairs fff Italy— MUmor-Convention of Cintra— Charges against JJuke of York—TYqfic iu Most 
Mia Appointments— Corrupt practices respecting seats in Parliament, and BUI for their Pre- 
vention— Budget— Dutch Commissioners— Rupture between Austria and France— Campaign te 
GemuMM— Overthrow of Austrians— Treaty of Peace— Efforts of TjiroUse-AnMcxation of Hame f 
France— Divorce of Buonaparte and Josephine— Affairs of Sweden— Expedition to Walchcren — At^ 
tack on a French Fleet— French Convoy destroyed— Martinioue, Cayenne, and Bourbon taken — 
Differences with America— Ministerial disputes and changes-^ubiUe— Campaign in Spain— Baiilc of 
TtOavera— Siege of Cadix— Attempt to rescue Ferdinand— OperatUme in PortugaL 



PARLIAMENTARY PROCEEDINGS— DROITS 
OF ADMIRALTY— ENLISTMENT— FINANCE. 

AT the opening of the Britiah parllttonent, 
on tbe thirty-fint of January, 1906, the con- 
duct of ministera in the expedition AgninBt Den- 
nark met decided approTiU ; the feelings of the 
EDgliflh people, still, nowerer, prompted them to 
wbn that the odium of coercing a neutral power 
had been left to France, and that the captore of 
the Danish fleet had been reserred as anothe#4ri^ 
umph for oar navy, in defensire war. The orders 
of council were made yalid by an act passed on the 
twenty-fifth of March, which was accompanied b^ a 
bin for regulating tiie commercial intercourse with 
America, until amicable arrangements should be 
concluded with that country. 

Sir T^nds Burdett, observing that tiie proceeds 
of the droits of admiralty amounted to so consider- 
able a sum that he was couTinoed parliament could 
nerer endure that it should be left as the prirate 
property of the king, mored in the house of com- 
mons, witti a Tiew to an ulterior inquiry, for an ac- 
count of the net proceeds, paid out of the court of 
admiralty to the receiyer-general of droits, of all 
property condemned to his majesty since the flrst 
of January, 1703, with the balanyces now remaining; 
which was agreed to. 

When the mutiny bill came under consideration 
in the commons, lord Castlereash, referring to Mr. 
Windham's systeni, said that he had no objection 
to limited service under certain modiflcations, but 
he thought it ought not to be enforced to the exclu- 
sion of unlimited service, and therefore moTed that 
a clause be introduced, allowing the option of en- 
listing for life, which was carried by one hundred 
and sixty-nine against a hundred. Anothermeassre 
relating to internal defence was the creation of a 
local militia, amounting to sixty thousand men, to 
be ballotted for in the different counties, in prraor- 
tion to the deficiency of volunteers of eacn, from 
among persons between the ages of eighteen and 
twenty-five. Volunteer corps might, if they chose, 
transfer themselves, with the approbation of his 
majesty, into this local militia. The period of ser- 
vice duiing the year to bo twenty-eight days, for 
which pay was ts be allowed. This measure en- 
countered streniious opposition, but was ultimately 
carried. 

The chanoellor of flie exchequer did not this year 
find himself under the necessi^ of adding mucn to 
the public burdens. By an arrangement with the 
bank of EnglandL five hundred thousand pounds of 
thewnclaimed dividends were obtained n>r imme- 
diate use : a reduction in the charges of the bank 
for superintending the pecuniary concerns of the 

SubUe was effected to the amount of sixty-four 
loosand pounds ; and a loan of three million pounds 
was granted by the directors to government, without 
interest, tin six months after the termination of 
the war. The supplies roted amounted to about 
firty-thre« wiOion pounds fo» En^and, and fire 



million seven hundred thousand poonda for Ire- 
land, and the ways and means Included a loan «f 
eight millions of pounds, to provide for the interest 
of which new taxes were only found neoeeaary In 
the amount of three hundred and twenty-five thiin^ 
sand pounds. A new financial plan was mtrodoccd 
by the chancelior of the exchequer to acoidexale 
the reduction of the national debt. It wua to enar 
blc proprietors of three per cent, consolidated or 
reduced bank annuities, to exchange witfi the ooa»- 
misidonerl for the reduction of the national debt, 
such bank annuities, for a life annuity during the 
continuance of one or two lives. To preremt imposi- 
tions, the power of transfer was to be limited In per- 
sons imder thirty-five years of age, and tiie anonnt 
of the transfer to sums not less than one hondred 
pounds ; die stock not to be transferable when tiK 
funds were above eighty pounds. The efifect woold 
be to secure to the nation the redemptioa of Ae 
funds so transferred, at the price at which &ey 
were when the transfer was made. 

A bill for preventing the grant of oAoea fa rever- 
sion, or for joint lives, with boiefit of sorrivoaUp, 
was brought hi by Bankes, and carried fhnnifh 
the commons ; but in the lords, thou|^ supported 
by several of his majesty's ministers, it was opposed 
by the lord-chancellor, lord Arden, lord Redcodale, 
and tbe duke of Montrose, and thrown out by a ma* 
jority of eighty voices. Conceiving, however, that 
it was incumbent upon the house ctf commons not 
to abandon a measure so connected wiA rctnem^ 
ment, Bankes introduced another fain, similar iaiti 
object, but limited as to duration, and the biU» thas 
modified, passed the upper house. 

CRIMINAL LAW>.DISTILLSRIES— SPAN. 
ISH CAUSE-PROROGATION OF PARLIA- 
MENT. 



Sib Samdxl Rohillt, who. In 
many other enlightened men, had long 
that in the criminal law of the country so nany 
crimes were suliject to capital puniahaaeB^ intro- 
duced a bill into parliament for tkm r epe al of oa 
much of an act of Elisabeth as related to taUaa 
away tbe benefit of clergy frmn offendera convicted 
of stealing privately Inim ttie person. A clause 
was introduced by the solicitor-general, to pnvida 
that privately stealing, as distinguished from rob- 
bery, sbouU be punished by transportatioii forBfe, 
or for a term of yean, at flie discretioD of the 
judge, at whose option the punishment might be 
commuted Into imprisonment for any period not 
exceeding three years. A bill was abo passed, 
framed by the lord-chanpeDor, for the better advan- 
istration of justice in Scotland, the olffeot of which 
was to divide the court of session into two 
hers of seven or eight judges, to give those 
certain powers of making regalatiOBs with 
to proceedings, and to executions in pending appeal s, 
and al$o of isvuing commissions to Bs<ifna1n ia 
what cases it might be proper to eftaUiah a trial by 
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jnry. An mat tat proUblliDf , lor a Unitod time, 
iho dklillAtion of •piriis from com or gnin, was 
sinmgly opposed In all its atagos, as teadlDf to 
chock thai donand wldA» by sBoouagiag agri- 
cnltorists to frow more than was necessary ftnr 
Am» ordinary jnipport of the people, enonrsd a 
snpply In seasons of icaxcity. It was defended as 
a temporary measure, on the ground that the sap- 
ply or grain from the continent was cat off, and no 
proopcec left of a saAdent resoorce in the last 
yewrs crop of this ooontry. 

The cause of the BpaniA patriots had awakened 
tte aeal, and animated the enthusiasm of the people 
of this coontry, to a degree almost aniaamplad ; 
and Sheridan seemed enry to.be tlie organ at the 
piMieToice, when he rose in the house of commons, 
SB the df teenth of Jane, to direct the attention of 
the legidatore to the aAlis of Spain, and to de- 
mand their utmost exertions in fefovr of the 
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flpanisards. Canning, in reply, declared that his 
n^saty^ mlnistets saw, with a deep and lirely 
interest, tiw noble straggle which a part of the 
Spaniah tiatlon was now making to resist the 
onexampled atrocity of Aance, and to preserre 
the tndependenee of flMir uountiy ; and assured 
the house, that there cxisied the strangest dlsposi- 
tion, on the part of the British goremment, to 
aflbrd erery praetieable aid in a contest to mag 



n die fourth of July parliament was 
prorogued, and the commimioners declared. In his 
mi^eMy^ naBse, that he would o o nt inu e to make 
every exertion fat his power for the sopport of the 
SpanlMh canae. 

AUSTRIA DECLARES AGAINST ENGLAND- 
EFFORTS OF THE SWEDES. 

At tiie commencement of IMS, Austria, hitherto 
tiie principal ally of Britain, declared against her ; 
tb» alleged cause of which was a reftasal, by the 
Bnglish cabinet, to accept the mediatlun of the 
emperor for a peace between England and Fkwice, 
on the ground that the OTertores appeared too 
Tagne and indeterminate to atktborise the opening 
ef a negotiation; Stahremberg, the Austrian am- 
bassador, jpresentina no authenticated document 
Arom the French ruler, nor giving any intimation 
of the basis on which it was propoaed to treat; the 
real cause, however, lay in the p redominating 
inHnenoe of France, which was also apparent in 
the nordi of Europe. In Febmaryii Russian army 
entered the Swedish province of Flnleud, and war 
was respectively declared by the courts of St. 
Fetersburgh and Stockholm. Christian die serentii, 
king of Denmark, died about the aame time ; and 
the crown prince, who, from the imbecOity of bis 
fether, had long conduct.!d the afihirs of govern- 
ment, assumed the tceptre by the name of FVederIc 
the smth. His acceaaion was followed by a declar- 
ation of war againat Sweden, whose aovereign, 
with aome quaHtiea of heroism, wanted the aound- 
neaa of mind neceasary for the management of 
public ailhlra, and acted more from the unpulse of 

Cisaion than the conclusions of reason. Already 
voived in a war with Franc<r and Raaiia, he im- 
mediately prepared to meet the combination of 
dangers by which he was threatened ; and as his 
re s ou r c es were inadequate to the contest, the 
Bnglish government granted him a aubsidy of one 
himdred thousand pounds per month, and de- 

Satched ten thousand troops to afford auch aid as 
e circumstances of the war might demand. Un- 
fortunately, however, a disagreement between the 
Swedish monarch and Sir John Moore, the English 
general, reapecting their military plans, prevented 
their co-operation, and the armament-waa ordered 
to the aid of the Spaniah patriota. A Britiah squa- 
dron, under Sir Samuel Hood, waa alao aent to the 
Baltic, to act in concert with the Spaniah admiral, 
and a Ruaaian ahhi of aerenty-fonr guns was taken 
and destroyed, m consequence of her having 
grounded. 

AFFAIRS OF ITALY. 

Boon A PART B, this year^ effected considerable 
dianges in the afflurs of Italy. He adopted his 
son-in-law, Eugene Beauhamois, aa hia own aon, 
and settleid diat kingdom upon him in tail male ; 
expreaaly atating, however, that the right which 
Eugene received by adoptifm ahould never, in any 
case, anOeilse Um or nb descendants to bring 
forward any claim to the throne of France, the soo> 
of which was, he declared, ** inrevocably" 



teed : he incorporated with flie erown of Italy the 
doarinions of tbo pope, stating in a decree, as the 
sole reason for thai act of undifguiied despotism, 
that *' the sovereign of Rome had refrued to aaake 
\t England.** Farms, • Placentia, and 
were also annexed to that Ungdom, as 
were Kehl, Wesel, Cassel, and Flushing to France. 
The crovm of Naples was transferred to Joachim 
Murat, who had married a aister of Buonaparte ; 
and, to render his domestic policy still more sob* 
servient to his schemes of foreign subfngation, he 
instituted an imperial university, declared himself 
the heed, and dacreed that no school or seminary 
of education should be free firom its control. An 
Older of herediiary nobility was also created. 

MILITU— CONVENTION OF CINTRA. 

1809.— Ths British parliament assembled on the 
nineteentti of January, 1800. On the twenty-flltti 
the thanks of partiament were voted to the oracerB 
and men under Sir John Moore, by whose gallantry 
and good conduct the victory of Corunna was 
achieved ; and a monument to the memorv of the 
deeeased general was also agreed to. This was 
succeeded by a motion for thanks to Sir Artiiur 
W eile a l ey, and the officers and men under his com- 
mand, for the brilliant victory of Yimlera, which 
waa earried with the aole diaaentieut voice of lord 
Folkstone, who thought such a tribute greater than 
the service could claim. 

A bill, which was introduced into the house of 
ooBunons by lord Castlereagh, for augmenting the 
dinMisable force of the country, called forth a very 
aniniated opposition, but ultimately pasaed into a 
law. It was agreed that the militia should be re- 
duced to about three-flflhs of its present force by 
volunteering into the Une, and that twenty-four 
diousand men should be raiaed to aupply the de- 
ficiency. 

Hie convention of Cintra, and the circumstances 
which led to the conclusioo of that treaty, were 
brought under the consideration of parUainent, on 
the twenty-ftnt of February, by lord Henry Petty, 
who moved reaolutiona directly cenanring the con- 
vention, and attributing ttie causes to the miscon- 
duct of ministers ; and although it was atrennously 
contended that to have expelled, in the course at a 
short campaign of three weeks, an anny of twenty- 
five thousand French from Portugal, waa a brilliant 
addition to the mHitary glory of the country, the 
previous question was only carried by two hundred 
and three against one hundred and mty-eight. 

CHARGES AGAINST DUKE OF YORK. 

Colon CL Wabdlx, on the twenty-aeventh of 
January, stated in the commons, tbat me power of 
disposing of commissions in the army had been 
exercised to the worst of purposes, thouah it had 
been placed in the hands of a person of high birth 
and extensive influence, for Ihe purpose of defray- 
ing the charges of the half-pay Hst, for Uie support 
of veteran otBcers, and for increasing the compas- 
sionate ftind for die aid of officers' vridows and 
orphans; but he could bring positive proof that 
such commissions had been sold, and the money 
applied to very different olgects. He then pro- 
ceeded to state, that Mary Anne Clarke, who nad 
lived under the " protection" of the duke of York, 
with a splendid establishment in Gloucester Place, 
had been permitted by his royal Ugfaness to traffic 
in oommissiona ; that abe in fact poasessed the 
power of military promotion ; and that the duke 
participated in the emoluments which were derived 
from tlila acandalous. corrupt, and Uiegal traiBc. 
Colonel Wardle concluded by moving for a com- 
mittee of Inquiry into the conduct of the duke of 
York, In respect to the disposal of military commis- 
sions, which, alter a long debate, was agreed to ; 
the chancellor of the exchequer obaerving that pub- 
licity had been mentioned as desirable, oe was of 
the same opinion ; and it was therefore determined 
Aat the investigation should be conducted before a 
committee of the whole house. 

In ttko course of the cross-examinations much 
important evidence waa adduced, and the charges 
derived additional strength from the means taken 
by the advocates of the commander-in-chief to re- 
fute them ; as the numerous letters brought to light 
by their means, of which the prosecutor at first u as 
totally ignorant, placed Wardle, for a time, on high 
ground. At the close of the evidence, on the 
twentynieoond of February, the opinion flf the 
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goneval oAeorii vte wen mtnben of the howe of 
eoBUBOiu, WM oiked with respect to the improTe- 
nent of Ae amy in diicipline aod condltiaiiy tad 
whether tiie ojfotom of promoaon bad not been 
improred under the adnunistration of the doke of 
York. General! Norton and FitspatrldE, the ■eere- 
tary at war. Sir Arthur WellealeT, and genend 
Crotrenor, ul anawored these mieotioiia afinaatiTe- 
ly, and pronounced high euloponw on the charac- 
tar and oondnct of Ida royal hiahnoM. During tliis 
inquiry, wbich waa condnued uninterruptedly for 
three weeka, Mary Anne Clarke waa r e pea t edly 
exaanmed at the bar, and, by the readineaa and 
BmartnoM of her anawen to the innnite number of 
queationa proposed, gave a degree of relief to the 

Kotractad examinationa. On tibe twenty-thiid of 
brnary the duke addreaaed a letter to me hooae 
of oonunona, throua^ the medium of the apeak er, 
in which hia royal hii^eaa, in the moat aolemn 
manner, upon lua hoaour aa a prinee, diatinctty 
aaaertedhia innocence, and claimed tnm the juatioa 
of the hooae that he ahould not be condemned witib- 
ont a trial. 

Wardle, howerer, moTod an addreaa to hia migeaty, 
atating, that after a diligent and labocioua inquiry, 
it hadbeen prored. to the aatia£actaon of the houae, 
that corrupt practicea liad eziated to a very great 
extent in the different departmenta of the miutary 
adminiatration, and praying that hia m^jeaty waoid 
be gradoualy pleased to remoTo the duke of York 
from the command of the army. The chancellor of 
the exchequer propoaed an amendment, aubatituting 
two reaolutiona ; ttie first, atating that an inquiry 
had been faistituted into the conduct of the com' 
mander-in<chief ; and the aeoond, that it waa tiie 
oipinion of the houae that there waa no Juat ground 
to charge hia royal highneas with peraonal corrup- 
tion or criminal oonnivance. To tUa amendment 
another waa mored by Bankea, acquitting the duke 
of peraonal corruption or criminal conniTauoe, but 
expreaaing an opinion that abnaea could acaroely 
haTO exiated to the extent proved, without exciting 
aoaae auapidon in die mind of the commander-in- 
diief; and anggeating that, after the expoaurea 
made by the recent inquiry, a regard to the public 
happineia and tranquiUitv reqnir^ the remoral of 
the duke at York from the command of the army. 
The motion and amendmenta gare rise to many long 
and animated discoaaiona, in the courae of which 
it waa urged, in faronr of the original aaotion, that 
whatOTer might be due to the rank of hia royal 
highneaa, the membera of that houae ahould always 
b«ir in mind that it was their duty to protect the 
public intorests, and to watch oyer the security and 
wel&re of the state. By the supporters of the 
duke of York, it was contended that Mary Anne 
Clarke was wholly unworthy of credit, and that 
there was no eridence to establidi the corrupt par- 
ticipation or criminal connivance of the diUe. If 
it could once be supposed that he waa a party in 
anch a conspiracy, how was any distress for money 
possible, wlien there waa a mint constantly at 
work f There were then in the army upwards of 
ten thousand officers ; and such waa the eagerness 
for promotion, that there were alwaya peraona ready 
to giVe ample premiums above the regulated price. 
Had not hia royal highneaa felt secure in conacioua 
innocence, was it to be supposed that he would have 
ventured to discard Mary Anne Clarke, to withdraw 
her annuity, to irritate her to the utmost, and to 
set all her tlireats at defiance f It ought to be recol- 
lected, that the permm against whom the charge 
was directed, was not only high in office and m 
rank, but one whose birth placed him so near the 
crown, that events might one day call him to the 
throne itself ; and yet, try the proceeding now pro- 
posed, the house was called upon, on the most 
questionable evidence, to disgrace itself by pro- 
nouncing the duke guilty of the lowest and most 
infamous apeciea of corruption. In favour of 
Bankea'a amendment, it waa urged that one caae, 
that of doctor O'Meara, rested on the duke's own 
letter aa much aa on the evidence of Mary Anne 
Clarke ; that it waa astonishing that the constant 
applications of this woman did not create some sus- 
picions in the mind of the duke ; and tliat it was 
necessary, as a reparation to public morals and 
decency^o remove him from the command of the 
•rmy On the question, whether the house should 
proceed by address or resolution, there appeared 
for proceeding by address, one hundred and ninety. 
Bine i by resolution, two hundred ond ninetyfour ; 
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leaving a Bmjority 
ninety4ve. A second 
Warcue'a motion, 
hundred and twe 
hundred and aixty*fonr. 

On the aeventaenth of Mardh the 
die exchequer brought forward hia n 
dified in htme teraaa :— '* that this 
appointed a committee to 
of the duke of York, 
having careAilly considered die 
came before the said ooaunittee, and Ifaadinc 
personal oorruptioa, and oonnivanee at ( 
have been imputed to his said royal 
it expedient to prononnoe a distinct 
the said imputation, and are aooovdluiliror « 
that it ia wholly without foundathm." This 
waa oariied by two hundred and 
againat one hundred and ninaty-aix. 
the diviaiona it waa generally undentood thmt tkm 
duke had oome to the* determination to 
office of oonunanderfan-diief ; and on the 
the chancellor of Uieexcheaner in fma a a d the '. 
that hia royal highneaa, having obtained a 
acquittal of die chargea, waa dealroaa of civhii( wnj 
to ttiat puhiic aentiment which, however iUn' 
diey had unfortunately drawn down upon hiai ; 
under these drenmstanoes, he had tendered t 
mioesty his resignation of the office of 
in-chief, which (he king had beeuL 
to accept. General Sir David Dundaa 
ed hia successor ; and one of the first conaeqi 
of the investigation, was die enactoaant « a law 
declaring the brokerage of offices, eidier in tim 
army, th» church, or the state, to be a crime highly 
penaL 

TRAFFIC IN INDIA APP0INTMENTS--GOB. 
RUPT PRACriCBS IN PARLIAMBNT. 

In the course of the investigation Into the dnke^ 
conduct, it waa aacertained that there wi 
matic and almoat avowed traffic in East 
pointmenta, aa well aa in aubordinato plaoea 
govemmenL Theae discoveriea led to the appoint' 
nient of a committee of the hooae of rommona, to 
inquire into the abuae of East India patcooafe^ 
when it appeared that a vaat number of cadetahya 
and writorahipa had been diaposed of tU^aHy-* 
ThellusBon, one of the directors, deeply implicated. 
in these transactions, was in conseouence rq|ectod 
at the next election ; and the court determined that 
all those young men named by the co mmi t la a of 
the house of commons, as having obtained 
appointmentB by corrupt practices, should he 

{trived of their employments, and 
ndia. This inquiry developed transnctiona 
mately connected with the character of the 
of commons, and the proceedings of some of ito 
most distiugiiislied members ; and on tfa«9 twenty- 
fifth of Aprfl, lord Archibald Hanulton submitted a 
motion grounded on the conduct of lord Ci 
who, in the course of the inquiry, admitted that ! 
in 1805, delivered into the hands of lord Clancarty 
a writerahip, of which he had the gift, for die pur- 
pose of exchanging it for a seal in parliament.— 
This negotiation, which was finally broken e^ waa 
carried on, it appeared, between lord Caadersa^ 
and one Reding, an advertising place broker, who 
was a perfect stranger to his lordship. Lord Caa- 
dereagh expressed hb sorrow that any motives of 
private friendship or of public seal should have 
Induced him to do any thing requiring die 04gni> 
sanoe of that house. If he had erred, it was unin- 
tentionally, and he would submit with patience to 
any censure which he might be thought to have iQ> 
ourred : his lordship then bowed to the diair, and 
retired ; when lord A. Hamilttm moved, that krd 
Casdereagh had been guilty of a dereliction of his 
duty, aa president of die board of control, a greaa 
violation of his engagemento aa a aervunt of the 
crown, and an atta^ on die purity and ownatitudoa 
of the houae. A long debate ensued, at the doae 
of which the motion waa rtjected by two hundred 
and thirteen againat one hundred waA aizty^eeven. 
A motion waa afterwards carried, to theeirect, that 
it was the duty of the houae of oommona to ouda- 
tain and guard the purity and independence of par- 
liament ; but that the intended charge not haviag 
been carried into effect, no criminatory prooeediag 
appeared to the house to be necessary. 
The recent exposures led to the inUodaetton of 
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H Ml 1»y ClirwMBt wUoh nlliiiMtaly pM«<d into a 
law, tor tetter Mevriiif the purity and fandepea- 
dto n e e of perliaiiMait, by prerentiiig tfie pvooerimg 
•r nhHiining seats by eormpt pr a ct i ees, and also 
for the more effeotnol prerentian of bribery^— 
While this bin was befite the boiMe, Madocks 
cbarg ed the cbancdior of the exshoqnet and lord 
Casttoreagb with eorropt and oiiodnal praetioes to 
pe s cm e no rotnm ef l a einl i eio to parliament. He 
•fflrasod that Qointin Dick puchasod a seat far 
Oashel, in Ireland, throoKh the lum. Henry WoQes- 
ley, who aetod on the behalf of the treasarr ; that 
on the miwtion broocht inrward by colonol wavdie. 



lOfhtl 
lord Oaolleveagh inttmated the nooossity either of 
his roiing with government or of resiguing fah 
seat ; and diat mek, rathor Aan vote against his 
asnsoicnce, did ▼acato it. Pefoeral, in his defeoee, 
deolinod patting in tho plea which ho said he con- 
eciontiunwy oonld addnce, ontil tiie house should 
Jba? e decJded on the uropii e ty of entertaining the 
•haige ; and ho would then come before them pro- 
~ to meet it, and vindicate his own honoar. 
% motion was negalirod. 

BUDGET-DUTCH COMMISSIONERS. 



tlil the anrival of Biiiifmie. In 4ie moan time 
tim north and west of Germany, and the interior of 
Pkanoe, wove stripped of troops, whitib proceeded 

» towards tlie banks of the Dannbe. On the 
Italy, Prince Sogene, the ▼ioeroy, had eon> 
eentratod atemidahle arssy ; andthe Sanon troops^ 
andev aaasshal Bemedotle, were stationed in the 
nelghboorhood ef Dresden, to protect that capital 
ipom the Anktrian army in Bohenda. 

On the eighth of April, Austria deolared war 
inlnst France; and on the ninth, ^ arcbdnke 
Charles, having established Us headquarters at 
Dintn, sent formal netloe to die Preoch general 
rommanding in Bavaria, that he had receiTod 
orders to advance with his troops. Aod to treat as 
enemies all who should oppose bim. This notice 
served as intimation to the king of Bavaria, who, 
ig his capital, repaired to Angsbnrg. On the 
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Thb supplies voted for the year amounted to 
•bout ifty<ioar aalllion poonde; and among the 
ways and means were war*taxos nhmteen imlfion 

Enods, and a loan ef elevdn million pounds for 
vat Britain.; three million pounds were also 
honowod for Ireland, and sftiL hundred thousand 
pounds for the prince of Bnudl, Ibr the liqnidation 
•f which the revenues of the island ef Madeira had ' 
been assigned, together ' with a consignment of 
aneh produce of Bnudl as belonged to ue prince. 
The whole loan had been contracted for at ttie low 
Interest of fbur pound twelve shflUags and one 
penny per cent, nor annum. The fourth report of 
tho comarittoe of publie expenditure exhibifced 
diadoeureo regarding tho conduct of the oonqnis- 
aionera appointed to manaae, sell, and dispose of 
the Dutch ships detained or brought into the ports 
of Great Britain, which excited considerable sur- 
prise. It appeared that the wpointment of the 
■ve commissioners took place m ITQff ; that their 
ti«nsactions were nearly brought to a cloae in 
1700 ; and ttiat, as no fixed remuneration had been 
assigned to them, they ohavgod a commission of 
five per cent on the gross proceeds of their sales, 
amounting to one hundred and thirty-two thousand 
pounds ; and not satisfied with this enormous al- 
lowance, employed the money intrusted to their 
hands in disooanting private billM for their own 
emdmnent. After an animated discussion, the 
house resolved that the oommtssionert had been 
guilty of a fiagraat violation of poWc duty. 

WAR BETWEEN AUSTRIA AND FRANCK- 
CAMPAIGN IN GERMANY. 

AvsTuiA, after humbling herself to the French 
•atperor, found it impossible to have peace on 
terms com p a tM e wid> independence, and mereforo, 
fVom the period of the coAferences at Erfurtb, till 
Baonaparte crossed the Pjrrences for the purpose 
of pattmg himseK at the head of bis armies in Spain , 
she went on completinr her military prcgparanons. 
These were not viewed by France with indmbrence ; 
and, from YaHadolid, Buonaparte sent bis mandate 
to the princes of the oonlederation of the Rhine, 
to furnish their contingents, and bold themselves in 
teadinem for war ; soon alter which be left Spain, 
and returned to Paris. In March the preparations 
for war were prosecuted by both parties with un- 
eommon vigour. The Austrian army was divided 
into nine corps, of from thirty to forty thousand 
men each. The archdiAo Cbwnes, freed flrom the 
interference of the Anlic council, was appointed 
reneralissimo, and six of the corps were placed un- 
der his immediate command : the seventh was sent, 
under the archduke Ferdinand, into Poland; and 
*he eighth and nintii to Italy, undes the archduke 
John. There were also two corps of reserve, one 
c»f tiiem conslsHog of twenty-thousand men, com- 
manded by Prince John of lichtenstein, and the 
other of ten thousand men, under general Kein- 
mayer, exclusive uf die partinn cor^ps, and the 
landwehr, or militia. Buonaparte pnadpaUy re- 
Ved, at the commencement of the war, on the con- 
tingents from the confederation of the Rhine. The 
Aiwians'were formed into three divisions, under 
mawhil Lofobrre, who oonmanded the aUed troops 



wing day dm Anstrians threw a bridge of boats 
> the Inn, between Brannan and i^ardlag, 
and advanced slowly into Bavaria. Three days 
afterwards, Buonaparte, having learnt by the 
telegraph that tiie Austrians had crossed the Inn, 
quitted Paris, and arrived at Donawerdi on tiie se- 
venteenth, from which place he removed to Ingol- 
stadt. On the nineteenth, marshal Davonst advan- 
ced to the village of Pressing, where he defeated a 
division of the Austrian army On the same day 
another French oorps attacked- an Austrian division 
tn firont, while the Bavarians fell upon their rear, 
and completed their, rout. Theoe aflUrs, and' the 
aangnfaiarr engagements near Abensbergh, Haus- 
sea, and Dlndingen, had the effect of cutting off 
the left wing of the Austrian army under general 
HiUer, and drawing it back to Landshut. > 

Buonaparte, dnmig the few days whidi he had 
passed wttik the anny, had made himself completely 
aoquainted with its positions, and had so fear ascer- 
tained the sHuation of the country, as to be able to 
take advantage of tiie errors or ndsfortunes of Ids 
enemy. He immediately attacked the Austrians 
in fkont at Ebcmsberg, where be lost four thousand 
men In stom^g the bridge; but Ebensberg having 
been set on fire,tteutemmt-general HiDer continued 
his retreat till he passed the Danube near Stain, to 
wait for tiie archdidce. The flank of the Austrian 
army having been completely laid open by the bat- 
lie of Ebensberg, Buonaparte lost not a moment 
in advancing to landshut. The Austrian cavalry, 
which had formed before the city, was driven*back 
by marshal Bessieres ; the same fete awaited the 
infentry ; and the town, witiii thirty pieces of can- 
non, nine thousand prisoners, and aU the magazines 
eetabHahed at that place, feO into the hands of the 
enemy. On the twenty-seoond, Buonaparte arriv- 
ed opposite Eckmuhl, where four corps of the 
Ausixmns, amounting to one hundred and ten thou- 
sand men, under the immediate command of the 
archduke Charles, were already posted. Never 
before had these chiefr been opposed to each other ; 
and, as neither had yet experienced a defeat, the ut- 
most confidence reigned m th<ar respective anmes. 
Buonaparte's mUitary eye Immediately perceiving 
that the left wing of the Austrian army was disad- 
vantageously posted, he ordered marahal Lannes 
to attack it, while th«lr front was opposed by the 
main body of the F^rench. the contest was long 
and obstinate; but, at the close of the day, the 
archduko's left wing was turned, and he was driven 
from all his positions. A large body of the Ans- 
trians, endeavouring to mako a stand under cover 
of the woods near Ratisbon, were driven Into tho 
plain, where they suffteed dreadfcdly ; and an at- 
tempt to cover the retreat of the main body by t la 
cavalry was equally unsncccssfoL The Austrians 
endeavoured to make a stand at Ratisbon ; but af- 
ter three successive charges they gave way, leaving 
tiie field covered with eight thousand of their slain, 
and tiie lYench entered the city through a breac** 
in the fortifications, where a sanguinary engagi 
ment also took place. 

In these battles Buonaparte pmrnred bis usual 
plan of breaking the enemy's forces into detached 
parts, and then attacking them separatelv ; and 
the Austrians, oninstruoted by experience, nad so 
disposed their troops as to fevour his operation|. 
General Bellegarde did not Join the archduke till 
the day after his disaster. In five days the Aus- 
trians lost forty thousand men, and a hundred 
pieces of cannon. . On the ninth of May,Boonapart^ 
without encountering any formidable resistance in 
Us way fkom Ratisbon, appeared beforo th« gaim 
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•f Vioma. That city, fmcmevly an importittt ttnt- 
trcM, was in Tain bemeged by the TwekM,MnA.wonUi 
even now, Irom the solidity of its ramparls, ttie 
strong profile of its works, and iti extenttTO nlnos 
be oajMUile of a protracted resistance, but tiiat pal- 
aces now adorn 0io ramparts, casemates and ditoh- 
os are converted into work-shops, plantations mark 
the ooanterscarps, and avenues of trees traverse 
tiie glacis, uniting extensire and beantifal snbarbs 
to the body of tte place. The archdnke Maximi- 
lian, who commanded the city, animated and en- 
comraged the cltiaens to resistanoe, as long as the 
iaipefiect nature of tho* fortifications and their nn- 
skufiUness in the art of war would pnmit : lor 
twenty4bnr hoars the French howitaers played on 
the town ; bat their dostroctiTe fire did not shake 
the constancy of the inhabitants, nntil the communi- 
cation with the left bank was on tlie point of being 
cut off, when surrender became indispensable, and 
the regular troops, smonnting to about four dhou- 
sand, effected, their retreat by the • great bridge of 
Tabor, to which they set fire. The emperor, in anti* 
cipation of the adrance of the French to Vienna, had 
taken up his abode at Znaira, in Morayia. 

After the battle of Sckmuhl the archduke Charles 
crossed to the north side of the Danube, and to- 
treating towards Bohemia, attempted to gain the 
capital, by forced marches, before the arrival of tiie 
Franch; bat the capture of Vienna wss an object 
of too much importance not to be attempted by 
Buonaparte wiUi all his powers, and when the 
archdoLe had reached Meissaa, be learned that the 
city had sarrendered. Deprived, by this capture, 
of a point of support for the operations of his army, 
the archduke fixed his head-ouaxters on the six- 
teenth of May, at Enzersdorf, his outposts extend- 
ing on the rignt as far as Krems, while Presburc; 
lower down the river, was occupied by his left. 
Boffnaparte lost not a moment in detemuning to at- 
tack hmi, and moved the French army down the 
south bank of the Danube tn Ebersdorf, where "two 
islands divide the river into three brsnches, each 
about two hundred yards wide. On the nineteenth 
of May the French engineers threw two bridges 
from tne right bank of tne Danube to the smaller 
Island; and on the twentietib, two other bridges 
were erected from thence to the Isle of In-der-lobau, 
whidh forms a convenient rendezvous for troops, 
being about six English miles long, and four and 
a half broad. The extent of the island affords facili- 
ties for throwing a bridge across that arm of the 
river which sepidtates the island from the Marsh field, 
and there Bnonaparte fixed his head-quarters. In 
three hours a bndce, consisting of fifteen pontoons, 
was accordingly urown over, and the archdoke 
designedly peiaoaitted part of the enemy to extend 
tbeioselves along the left bank of the river without 
molestation. Buonaparte was accordmgly left at 
liberty to fix on the field of battle, and he immedi- 
ately posted his right wing on the village of Essling, 
and the left on that of Aspern. On the twenty- 
first, the archdnke Charles ordered an attack in five 
columns, constituting a force of seventy-five Uiou- 
sand effective men» and during that and the follow- 
k ing day was fought the obstmate and sanguinary 
battle of Aspern, or Eosling. On both sides, during 
this long and severe conflict, were deeds of heroic 
valour performed. On the night of the twenty- 
first, general Baiquant with ei^t divisions of the 
second line of the Austrian anny, remained in the 
occupation of Aspern, which, after having been re- 
taken by the French on the morning of the twenty- 
second, war regained by general Baiquant, who en- 
tered it by storm, though defended by twelve thou- 
sand of the enemy's best troops ; and, after a variety 
of fortune, the French, on the night between the 
twenty-second and twenty-third, retreated from the 
left bank of the Danube, and took a porition in the 
island of Lobau, their loss in kflled, wounded, and 
prisoners, having probably amounted to thirty thou- 
sand men . The Austrian loss was also severe, being 
acknowledged by the oflBcial accounts to have ex- 
ceeded twenty tiiousand. This was the' greatest 
check which the victorious career of Buonaparte 
had yet received. 

The kiojE of Saxony having taken up arms in fa- 
vour of France, soon found himself stripped of a 
great part of his dominions; and the Austrians, 
pOMcssing a powerful army in that quarter threat- 
ened oven the newly-formed kingdom of West- 
phalia, while in these states, as in Hanover also, a 
fotmidable insqrrectien sprang up; wluch, if it bii 
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baen-cfaerished by tlia snnMirtreAtiwr of tbe 
or tiie Austriaus, would have rendi 
of Buonaparte critical in tiH» ex 
nately, however, no such aid was afiEfarded; ■• i 
after Wring harassed the Frendi, and pnnrt 
the march of troops to the Danube, they were at iuiit 
crashed by superior numbers and diaeqdfaire. At 
the head of these partisans appeared two ma 
calculated by their character, talents, andinfli 
to collect and animate their fisUowen. 8c 
m^er in the Pruiaian service, found no difilc^li^ 
raising the inhabitants of aoonqinarsdcowatry r imj, 
although it does not appear tiiat the oor^ wlnAhfe 
commanded was at any time very anaaaerona, it 
was formidable by Uie rapidity of its moveaiieiits, 
by its sudden and na»xpeeted .lypearanne, md by 
the countenance it alfoided to the diseontentod in- 
habitants. After travendng the whoia of tin nordi 
of Genoiany, in diffhrent dhrectkms, and 
and defealiBg the troops that were opi 

Schill,wasat length compeDed to m 

Stralsund, where ne died fighting, and seveni of bis 
adherents were exnouted as desertem from the kiaf 
of Prussia. The duke of Brunswick Oels, dboegh 
in his own person less unfortunate than ScWII, did 
not effect any tiling more decisive, being at lengilk 
driven to tfie necessity of embarking with his vSdm 
corps for England. * 

In Italy the Austrians were at first cmfaaeafthr 
snccessftd ; they soon made tfaemselves inastiiis sir 
Padua and Vicensa, crossed the Adige, and tibrea»> 
ened Venice itself; but Uie victories of Beona|Mno 
in Bavaria rendered it advisalile for tiie archdnke 
John, the Austrian commander in Italy, to measure 
back his steps. He was dosely punned by tlm 
viceroy of Italy, who, having received a reinforets 
ment of ten tihousand men. overthrew tite 
trians beyond the Piave with consideraMe 
Advancing towards Vienna, the Frendi, on the 
niforsary of the battle of Marengo, bsw ught Ae 
archduke John to another engagement at Raab, in 
which he was defeated, with the lorn of three thou- 
sand prisonen. After this engagement, the arch- 
duke retreated rapidly, and in some disorder, to- 
wards Pest, for ttie purpose of joining the main 
Austrian army ; and the viceroy, advancing wittont 
impediment to Vienna, served to swell liie nprnber 
of combatants in the approaching great and i 
battle of Wagram. 

OVERTHROW OF THE AUSTRIANS. 

Aftxk the battle of Aspern, Buonaparte 

tinued stationary on the soudi bank of the Danube 
till the beginning of July; butscarcely aday passed 
without producing a bulletin, the ostensifate oUect 
of which was to register die rise and fall of Ae Dan- 
ube, and to congratulate his army on the approach 
of die Russians, and the Junction of the troops un- 
der the viceroy of Italy ; Bnonaparte, however, was 
making the most formidable preparations : in afor^ 
night, general count Bertrand raised a bridge of 
sixty arches over the Danube to In-der-I«baa, so 
broad that three carriages could pass atoeast, over 
four hundred fathoms of a rapid river ; and a se- 
cond bridge, eight feet broad, was oonstmcted fin- 
infantry. On the fourth of July the whole of the 
French anay was concentrated in and about the 
island of Lobau, which contained magazines of pre- 
visions, one hundred pieces of cannon, and twenty 
mortars, with a communication betwe^i it and the 
left bank of the river, by means of three bridgee, 
raised under cover of artillery in an incroduily 
short time, under the direction of count fiertr8ii4^ 
and a bridge of boats, each protected by a lets dm 
jxnit, and other works. In the night of the fourth 
which was dark and tempestuous, and when the 
Austrians, who were strongly intrenched on the 
opposite bank, were expecting an attai^ on their 
riffht, from a feint made by the enemy of crossbg 
the river before Esding, a heavy fire was opened 
on the village of Enzersdorff, which supported the 
left wing of their army. In die short qpace of two 
hours the French army crossed the river, and on tbe 
morning of the fifth, they were discovered in order 
of batde on the Austrian left flank. This manoen- 
vre obliged the archduke Charles to change his front, 
and qmt his intrenched camp; otherwise he most 
have given battle on ground selected by the 
enemy. These movements occupied the whole of 
the fifth, the night nf which was spent by Buona- 
parte in accumulating his force towards the centsiL 
which was sUtioned within cannon-shot of the tO* 
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Ib8« of Wagran. Tbe VatHe begka at day bveak 
on the ttxth, and m>on became general. In every 
iictack the Autrians had rather the advantage ; till 
Buonaparte, bringing fresh divWone fai great ea- 
periority and almoat the whole of hi« aroQery up 
to one point, began to batter the Anetriaa left wing 
«• if he had been ttoiming a IbrCreM. The left wing 
haring been penetrated, gave way, fighting aa it 
retreated ; as did alto ihe right, which wm attacked 
in flank by manhal Oaveust. Wagram now fell 
into the handa of the French ; and the Auatrians, 
roated in aU qoarten, redred towarda Moravia. In 
this battle the French bdaat^ of taking ten pieces 
of cannon, and twenty thooaand prisoners, among 
whom were nearly fonr hundred oiftcers, while they 
acknowledged their own loaa to tia^e been fifteen 
hundred killed, and nearly fonr thooaand wounded; 
bat the loaa of the Ana<riana was much greater. 

The French parsoed the retreating army as far 
aa Znaim, whither the emperor Francia had re- 
tired on the approach of Buonaparte towarda Vien- 
na. Here anouer battle, or rather akinniah, took 
place, which waa terminated by a propoaai from 
the emperor Francia for an anniatice : this beh&g 
immediately agreed to, it waa aignedonthe twelfdi, 
and the terms too plainly indicated the extent of 
tike Aoatrian losaea, and the ezhauatM atato of 
• tkeir reaonieea. 

TREATY OF PEACE— EFFORTS OP THE 

TYROI4E8E. 

Th I ne{:otiationa for a delknitiTe treaty proceeded 
v«ry slowly, and were not finally dmed tiil the 
fifteenth of October. When the terma were made 
known, they were generally regarded aa loaa nn> 
favourable to Austria than had been anticipated ; 
the cessions made by the emperor Francis were, 
however, Tery considerable. To Bavaria were 
ceded Salsburg, and a portion of territory extend- 
ing along the banka of toe Danube, from Faaaan to 
the vicinity of Lints : to France Austria gave up 
Plume and Trieato, with the whole ef the countrr to 
the aonth of the Saave, till that river enters Boa. 
nia : the king of Saxony obtained several villagea 
in Bohemia, and, in P<dand, the whole of Western 
Galicia, from the frontiers of Silesia to the Bog, 
together with the city of Cracow, and a district 
round it ii» Eastern Oalicia. Russia obtained so 
much of this latter province aa should contain four 
hundred tfaonaand souls. With respect to external 
noUtica^ the emperor Francis agreed to acknow- 
ledge /oee^h Bimnaparto king of Spain ; to accede 
to the continental ayatem ; and to break off all in- 
tercourse with Great Britain. The moat mortifying 
conditiun of thia treaty, however, waa that by 
which the Austrian monarch gave up the inhabi- 
tanta of the Tyrol to Bavaria; with a proTJaion, 
indeed, that Buonaparte ahould procure lor them a 
complete and full pardon. In every part of Ger- 
many peace was now eatabliahed, except in these 
mountains, the inhabitanta of which, though aban* 
doued by that power in whoae farour they had 
riaon in arms, and to wtoom they had numifested 
an attachment unbroken by aacnficea and anffer- 
iags, still refused submission to the oonqnerora: 
the brave Jiofer, a man worthy of being a leader 
amouK a nation of hcroca, animated and directed 
the autiona of hia countrj^eu ; and before him, 
aatntored as he was in the art of war, the ex- 
perienced troopa of Europe fied in dismay. In 
irain did Buonaparte pour in freah ft>rcea ; aU hia 
achemea were ioued ; and if, for a abort time, the 
Tyrolese fled before his armies, or appeared not to 
oppose their progress, it waa only to attack them 
to more advantage in .the passes of the mountains, 
or to fall on them when they were unprepared. 
On their conquest, however, Bnona^rte waa de- 
termined ; ai^ he at length effected it, by pouring 
in continued reinforcements, and by tiie capture 
and infamoua execution of the gallant Hofer. 

ROME ANNEXED TO FRANCE. 

. Whilst Butmaparte waa at Vienna, and within 
a few days of the great battle of Aspem, he 
caused it to be proclaimed in that city, Uiat from 
the iirat of June tlie pap^ territory should be 
nnl ed with the F^nrh esj^iire. The pope solemn- 
ly nrotasted against the vtolenoe and iiyustice by 
which he had been atripped of his temporal sove- 
reignty, and at the aame time iaaued an act of ex- 
communication againat the French emperor, and 
all hia co'operalora in thaa unprovoked apoUation : 
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the tfaudera of the Vatioan, boiwever, had loet 
their terron; and an act, which thne centoriea 

210 would have rooaed to arms di the atatea of 
BXope,waa now witneaaed without pne aingla 
eilbit on the part of the anrroanding aoveieigna. 

DIVORCE OF BUONAPARTE AND JOSE- 
PHINE 

; .It had frequenUy been intSmaded that Buonaparte 
intended to dirorce Joaephine, for the pnrpoae of 
uniting himaelf with a younger and more noble 
bride ; and his qnanrel with the pope, ao far from 
impeding hia olgect, relieved him from the neceaaity 
of asking a aanction which he waa aware would 
have been refuacd. On the aixteenth of December 
the deaign waa formally announced to the.conaer- 
vative a«iate ; the prqject of a decree waa aub- 
mittod to that aasembly on the same day ; and b«^ 
fore the aitting terminated, the law aathoriaing the 
divorce was enacted. Buonaparte explained to the 
assembly the motivea by which he waa actuated; 
and Joaephine declared that ahe willingly consented 
to the divoroe, to further the policy of her huabaad 
and the intereata oi the atate. A verbal process waa 
then drawn up, to which waa annexed a decree* 
pronouncing t&e marriage contract between them 
to be disaolved^ 

AFFAIRS OF SWEDEN.' 

At the commencement* of the conteat with Roe- 
aia, the Swedea had displayed traita of heroiam that 
wouldhave reflected iKmour on the army of Charles 
the twelfth ; but, notwithstanding the liberal aob- 
aidy granted by Britain, neither the population nor 
the financea of Sweden were tiqnal to the exigency 
of her preoont aituation. The prograaa of the Rua- 
aians in Finland, and the iucreaamg calamitiea of 
the war, aggravated by the ravagea of a oontagioua 
distemper, and the knowledge of the army that it 
waa the fixed purpose of the Ung again to measure 
his strength with Russia and France, excited nuf. 
versa! discontent ; and a confederacy waa formed 
againat him, which terminated in hia expulsion 
from the throne. Thia bloodleaa revolution, which 
took place on the thirteenth of March, ISOQ, waa 
effected without commotion ; and the diet being 
assembled at Stockholm, the duke of Sudormania, 
uncle to Guatevus, was choaen regent, and after- 
wards kins, under the tide of Charlea the ttiirteenth. 
On ascenduig the throne of Sweden he professed 
his determination not to consent to any peace with 
Russia that ahould be diagraceful to hia country, or 
that ahould oblige her to take up arma againat her 
faithful ally. Great Britain, and the war waa accord- 
ingly renewed ; miafortnne, however, atlU attended 
tho Swedish arma, and peace waa at length pur- 
chased by the aacrifice of Finland. Soon utor the 
conclusion of the treaty with Rnaaia, negotiationa 
were opened between Sweden and France ; and* 
on the sixth of January, 1810, a treaty waa coi^ 
eluded, by which Swedush Pomerania, with the 
principality of Rugen, was restored to Sweden; 
the former cotomercial relations between the twe 
countries were revived; and Buonaparte pre- 
vailed upon his new aHy to adopt the continental 
ayatem, and to exclude British ooounerce from tho 
poru of the Baltia. 

EXPEDITION TO WALCHEKEN. 

ApT£a the breaxlng out of the war between 
France and Austria, the JSngliah government made 

J>reparationa for a formidable expedition, and 
brty thousand troopa were aasembled, with thirty- 
five aail of the line, and about two hundred sail of 
smaller vessels. It waa the intention of govern- 
ment to keep ita deatination aecret ; but long b» 
Ibra its departure the point of attack was generaOy 
known in England, and publicly annonnoad in the 
French journals. The expedition waa fitted out in 
the moat eom|dete manner, and the command of 
the army waa (lonferred on the earl of Chatham, a 
man unfortunately proverbial for indolence and 
inactivity : the naval part waa under admiral Sir 
Richard Strachan. On the twenty-eighth of July 
the armament sailed from the Downs ; and on the 
first of August Flashing waa invesaed. On the 
thirteenth the bombardment commenced, wheuthn 
town and ita inhabitenta suffered dreadfully from 
Congrcve's rockets, but the fortifioations worn 
little injured. On the fifteenth the French general 
Manned the commander, denanded a anapoDiSai 
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of arniB, which was •oeceeded by the razreader of 
the t'twD { aoA the ganiMm, onapKUiag more than 
Are thoMiad troepa, were made priaoaen of war. 
Soon altevwamis a rumour reached Bngland that 
no oltexior operathms weald be imdertu.on ; and 
it appeared that no decision on this point was 
made before the twenCy-fterenUi of Aneaet, when 
Sir Richard Strachan, haying •waited npon lord 
Chadiam in person, to learn his lordship's plans, 
was informed that 1m had come to ftte daltemlna' 
don not to adYaace. The French, in the mean 
time, had not been iaaotire, nod diflteidties now 
presented themselves which might hare embu- 
raased a more able and aetiTe commander ; eveiy 
preparation was made to oppose the passage both 
of oar army and navy ; tfie anterior of die Nether*' 
lands, and of Fraaee, as for as Paris, was stripped 
of the national goaids ; and an army, fonaidiSble 
for nonriben, if not from discipline and experience, 
littd aetaaHy been eolleeted for the defonoe of Ant- 
werp and the siiipplng : the naral stores were re- 
moTod, and prepanliens were made fbr coBToying 
the ships up the rlTvr, beyond the reach of either 
the tnvadiBg anny or navy. Lord Chatham, with a 
greAt proportion of the troops, at length returned 
to England ; and the rest found it expedient to 
up an th«ir ooaqoesta but die island of 
^alcheren. This pestileatial station It was, after 
much iudecision, resolved to keep, for the purpose 
of shutting tip the mouth of the Scheldt, and for 
enabling our merchants to introdace Biidsh mer- 
chandise into Hollond ; but from this island, the 
sole frait of one of the most formidable and expen- 
sive expeditions ever sent from this country, we 
were doomed to be driven by an enemy more cruel 
and destructive than the F^rendh. A malady of the 
most fatal kind soon appeared among the troops, 
and showed the necessity for immediate recall ; but 
it was not till the thirteenth of November, when a 

Keat proportion of the forces had either died or 
en rendered incapable of performing their duty, 
that the fortifications were ordered to be destinyed ; 
and on the twenty-third of December the island was 
evacuated in the sig^t of an «ticmy, who, aware tliat 
the ravaces of disease would render attadL unne- 
cessary, had taken no measures to expel the in- 
raders. 

ATTACK ON A FRENCH FLKJBT—FRENCH 
CONVOY DESTROYED-MARTINIQUB, CAY- 
ENNB, AND BOURBON TAKEN. 

Iff the spring of 1800, the French fleet, consist- 
ing of eight sail of the Knc and two frigates, escaped 
ft<om Brest, and ran into the month of the Ciiarente, 
where, joined by fonr sail of die lino and two frig- 
ates, they anchored under the battoriea ; and lofd 
Cochrane, in the Imnerieuse, being despatched 
from England to attack them, a number of -vessels, 
with a supply of Congreve's rockets, joined loni 
Oambier's fleet, and die preparations for the at> 
tack were immediately begun. The fitdng up and 
management of an explosion ship were tntrusted 
to lord Cochrane, who, with one lieutenant and 
four seamen, committed himself to this floating toI- 
vano. On the eleventh of April the fire ships, led 
en by captain Wolridge, and the explosion ship, 
bearing its small &dventnrons crew, proceeded to 
the attack, faToured by a strong northerly wind 
and the flood tide, when a boom stretched across 
the entrance was broken tfaroagh, and the En^h 
advanced, uhdismayed by. the heavy fire from the 
forts on ^e Isle of Aix. Lord Coohrane, haviog 
approached with his ship as near to the enemy as 
possible, set fire to the fusee, and, nine minutes 
aftor he had qaittM her, she blew up with « tre- 
mendoas explosion. His lordship had no sooner 
reached his own ship, than he proceeded to attack 
Ae Froneh vessels tnrown into confusion or driven 
on shore, and sustained their fire for some time 
before any other man of war entered die haibonr. 
Carly on the twelfth lord Cochrane announced by 
•ignal that seven of the enemy% ships were on 
■bore, and might be destroyed ; but the state of the 
wind rendering it hasardous to eater the roads, in 
l^ic^the water was shallow, with the large ships, 
lord O mnbier, who had unmoored, anchored again 
****! "}!*• *■*■■ fl»c forts, and sent all the smafl 
vaseels for the attack. Lord Cochrane, leading the 
way, opened a fire on a ship of flfry.six gnns, which 
struck, and afterwards three others of the line were 
forced toetrike, aU «f whioh were set on flv« and 



destroyed. , The other French ships, being got Ia! 



deep water, moved up die river Cliarento, whcew it 
was impracticable to molest them, but it wan 
likely that they could all again put to sea. 

Towards the end of October, three sail oif 
line, four frigates, and twenty large 
were despatched frma Toulon, under the 
admiral Baudin, to the rettef of BareeloBa, wl 
lord Cellingwood gave osdem to admiral Martia 
chase them. The sight of the En^ish fl 
signal for the flight of the French ; and the line td 
battle alupSL with oae frigate, ran ashove betweem 
Cette and Frontignan, where diey were burnt by 
their crows. The transports took refuge in the bay 
of Rosas, where, under the ahelter of isar ar—aX 
veiads, they seemed to regard themselves secora ^ 
bat in tlus litaatiaa dmy were attaeked by 
HalloweJi, widi the boats of the English soi 
and, after a gallant resistance, the wbola 
either burat or broaght off in the sight ^fthoiisanda 
of speotaton. In the West Indica, the idand oi 
Marttniqae, and the city of St. DomiagSt were ad- 
ded to our numerous possessions ; and dm oolany 
of Cayenne, under the government of Victnr Hochca* 
fell an easy conquest to a combined attack aaada 
by English and Portuguese troops. In the Medi- 
terranean the small wecian islands of Zaate, 
phalonia. Ithaca, and Cerigo acknowledged 
British flag. 

DIFFERENCES WITH AMERICA. 

Thx difference between EaFlaad and 
this year aasmned a more connrmed character, al- 
though both oouatiies proltesed an anxious desire 
for the revival of amicwle relations. For the par- 
pose of removing one of dioniost initatiag parts sf 
the British orders in council, they were nMidifie^ 
in the beginning of April, so as to permit neatral 
vesseb to trade with any port whatever, except 
diQse in a state of actaalblooLade ; and Ae Mectade 
was confined to Fkanoe,- Holland, and the ports ef 
Italy under tbe. domioion of tVanoe. About the 
time that these regalations were issued, an asssr 
aaeo was giveu by the Hon. D. H. EcBklBe» the 
British minister to the United States, that the or- 
dem in council of January and November, IMT, 
would be witlidrawn, as respected the UaUed 
States, on the tenth of June, in the perauaaian 
that the president would issue a proolamacioa for 
the reaewal of the intarcoacso with Oieat Riltyn 
la virtue of this assurance, Madison, who had e^ 
eeeded Jefferson, as president, issued a peoclaaaa- 
tion on the following day, announcing that the 
trade between England and America would be re- 
newed on tbe tenth of Jane. This pleaiiaf pres* 
pect was disponed by the discovery tibat the ar- 
rangements entered into by Erskine with tbe Ame- 
rican government, were unauthorised by Us in- 
structions, and could not be carried into eflfact. 
Previously to this arrangement the Ansericfn gov> 
emment, finding the embargo to fall with a oevera 
pressure upon every jpart of die community, had 
raised it as to all other nations, and suhetitated ia 
its stead a system of non4ntercours« and tta»4m- 
portatioa towards Eagland and France. By Am 
act of congress, all voyages to the British and 
French dominions, and all trade in articles of disir 
manufacture, were prohibited ; with the maun 
tion, however, that if either of the beOigeicals 
should so revoke or modify her edicts, that Uttcj 
should cease to violate the commerce of the United 
Stotes, the trade with. that conatiy shoaid he re- 
newed. A number of American vessels having 
sailed for Europe on the ocmfideace whic^ they 
placed in the unratified arrangement, the orders sf 
ooancil were suspended in their fovour, and Jack- 
son was appointed to succeed Exskine as British 
envoy to the United Stotes ; bat die ilismiMiiaii 
that ensued took such an unfovonralde turn that he 
retired ttxna Washington to New. York, on its being 
notified that no further communication from bin 
would be received. 

MINISTERIAL DISPUTES AND CHANGES- 

JUBILEE. 
Tub ill sncoess of many of the measures of BBiais. 
tors prodnced dtssattsfocdon in the nation, aad va- 
nance among themselves ; aad on the twentydist 
of September, a duel took place between lord Cas- 
Uereagh and Canning, two membenof the nrtunct. 
and secretaries of state, when, after firing a second 
time, Canning received Us aatagaoist's ball ia te 
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t«Bkt fhiib. llib dsBl wan pntmtiB d by a letter 
from Imd CMderaagh to Caaamg, in wUcb hk 
iMdAip accvMd the foreign secrelary of hannc 
clAnderaoBely endeatooreA to procure bie remonu 
tnttk oAoe» on tiae noead of i n oa p ecity for/nlfilluif 
iti dvtiet. Both of tiMm, befiBre tbe deol, rMtgned 
tbeir.ofloesk •■ did the duke of Portland, oa ao- 
eoant of hit age and iafinnidofl ; die reaudnang 
aalnitten aiado propoiala to lorda Grey and Qren- 
▼iUe, wMoh wef« f ije et ed, and, in eonaegiionqe, 
Ferceral took the oAae of fiHt leid of the treaavy 
and ohiaoeOer 9t the exchoqner ; the marqeis of 
Welleiley waa leaplleJ from hfe eaabaaay in Spain 
to anceeed Canning in tihe foreign department; 
lord LiTerpool was traniAurred froat tlie lunne to 
tlM department of war and oohmiea ; Rydav waa 
appointed to tueceed lord Mverpool ^ and lord Fal> 
ncnton was at the aaae time appointed m 
at war, in the room of Sir Jamea Pnlteoey. 

Ilioagh the erents of thia diaaatrena year inlnred 
the poptdaxity of mfniatora, no part of tlie pnbtto 
diipleasaro fell upon their yanenble menarch. who 
on the twenty-fifth of Oeteber commenoed tim 
fifdedi mr of hia reign. Tho dmy waa oelebrated 
aa a jabilee, with thankagivingB» ieaata, and illnnu- 
nations. Thne loyal do monatrationa were ndni^led 
with a deep ayaHmthy Air the king, now labonilnff 
nnder the infinnitiea of age, and afflieted with aT 
Biiiac total bliodneaa, yet engaged in war againat 
a power wlrfoh had ahakon every thinna in Burope 
but hia own.' 

CAHt*AlG^ Ih SPAIN. 

f tt the centre of Spain, aaarahal Victar attacked 
and defeated tho ditiMon of the ]>ne del Infantndo'a 
amrf , nnder the eottimand of general Vencgaa ; 
wbUe, in the north, Sonlt made himaelf maater of 
Perrol, aa well aa the fleet moored in the haibonr : 
he aflerwarda poaseeacd hiaiaelf of Oporto, without 
any formidable rcaiatance ; althongh that place waa 
defended by twentWbnr tbonaand troopa and two 
hundred pteoeaj||Aiinon. 

Eariy in ApHMKprlncipal Spaniab and Fknncb 
armies oconpied metbllowing poaitlona »— the Mar- 
onda del Romana waa at Villaftanca ; general 
Cuoata, haTiog been Joined by the diviaion nnder 
the dttc d'AIbaqnerque, had halted in hia retreat 
before the French at Talavera ; geneial Redibg, 
baring suffered aeterely tn an a ttempt to tur- 
ptiae Baroelooa, and In h auoeesaion of engage, 
nienta near Tarrngena, had been reinforced by the 
•nuT of general Blake, and was, with tlull general, 
employed against the French in Catalonia. Of ike 
Fk^nctt Ibrces, Soolt waa at Onorto $ Ney in the 
neighbourhood of Curunua and Penol ; and Victor 
was adrandng tourarda Uaban, by Badajox, widi 
ihe Spanish foroe under general Coeata in nia Aont. 
The only engagement worthy of notice was fought 
between marshal Victor and general Cneata, at 
Medellin, a town of Estremadura, equi-diatant from 
Merida and TrnxiOo. In thia the pntfiota kat, ao> 
cording to the French accounts, Iborteen hnndred 
men, m killed and wounded, witfi ats atandnrda, 
and all their artfltery. 

Such was the state of ailUra in Spain when Sir 
Arthur WeUesley sailed from Portsmouth on the 
lifteenth of April, and atrired at Lisbon on ttie 
tweatj'-second, to take the command of the British 
army, which, by reinforcements, sent fMindpally 
fhnn Ireland, bad bevn increased to thirty ttwusnad 
men. Sir Arttiur determined to dispossess Soult 
of the city of Oporto, and with this riew he asaem- 
bled the British army at Coimbta on the aerenth of 
May, and adranced towards the Dooro. Sonlt, 
aware of the magnitude of the opposing foroe, with- 
drew the main Imdy of his army, baring lost in his 
retreat by Orense and PeAef^I, to Monte Alegre, 
not less ttian a fourth of his army, and all his artil- 
lery and equipments ; and Oporto fell into the hands 
of the British almost without resistance. Sir Ar- 
thur Wellesley, huTing placed that city in a proper 
state of defence, retorued to the south of Portugal, 
to protect Lisbon and its vietnUy from the Freneh 
army, which waa adrandng alouflr the l^mna, undoi: 
ma^^ihal Victor. 

In the north-cttM of Spain, piodiglea of yaloor 
bad been disi^ayed ; the second siege of Baragema 
riratlod the nnt, and will for ever occupy a dlstin- 
guished place in the military annali of the conn- 
tty. After the fadll of that dty, an una nree ni f i d 
attempt was made by general Blake to regain it» in 
whicb the Spanish ^nuy nadcr hia oonMsand be- 
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BATTLE OF TALAVBRA. 

Sir AuTHua Wkllsslit [See note C, 4^ the 
end ^f this yol.} hariog oonoerted a pbm with 
general Cuesta to attack tlie central French armicoi 
and obtain possession of Madrid, a junction of ttieiir 
forces took place in the neighbourhood ot Plaaencin 
on the twentieth of Jely, and the oombined amy 
amounting to about tixty thousand men, of whiob 
twenty*fHir thousand wen British, prooeedod to 
Talarera* On the twenty-fliUi Joaeph Bwmaparta 
and general Sebaatiana formed a junction with mar* 
shal Victor at Toledo, by wlach thnir foroe amount- 
ed to fort]r<«eren thousand men ; and it was now 
obvioua that they intemiad to try the result of a 
general aotaon. in ^e afteanoon of the tweoty- 
serenth the enemy xrossed the Albevcbe, and cau' 
nonaded the le* of the Britiah poaition, while tliM> 
cavalry attaidted the Spanish uafontry, hoping to 
break the ranka and cairy die town; but f^y wera 
bvarely zeaistedi and finally repulsed. Early in the 
orening aaamhal Victor pushed a dtviaion along tho 
yaUey, on tho left of a height occv^yied by general 
Hill, which he considered the qnay of the Britiah 
podtion; and hia efforta to obtain this eminence 
corresponded with tho ostimatipn in which it waa 
held. For a aaoment the attadL waa sncoessfttl ; but 
general UiU instantty charged the assailanta with 
the bayonet, and regdned tho post. The French 
repeated their attack about aaidnlght, but they were 
again repulsed with great slanghter. Both anniea 
passed tiie night on the field, and aereral partial 
s^aaements were fought before the ensuing dawn. 
Tho French faaring ascertained that any attsick upon 
the town, posted aa the Spamiarda were, waa hope- 
less, at day-break on the twenty-eighlh aenoral 
Riiflfak adranced with three regiments in close co- 
Inmns agdost the endncnce occupied by general UiU, 
but here they were* again driren baek, learing tho 
field covered with thdr aldn. About deren o'clook 
tho eneaay, finding himself baf&ed in all his eflbrta, 
sttsponded the attack, and dined upon the field of bat- 
tle. Wine and bread were at the aamo tinoe senred 
out to the British troops ; and during this pause in 
the woik of destruction, the men in both armies re- 
paired to a brook to quench their tl^t, and stooped 
to tiie stream in preaence of each othdr withont 
mdeatation : numbers of them even shook hands 
tho brook before tho battle 



At noon, Victor ordered a genera] attad. alonn the 
line, and direoted Ua own three diraiioBa 
general HiU'a poaition; but they wera 
driren back, and their retrocade aaoTemont ex- 
Sebaatiani's rif^t, which saffered sorerdy. 
leir ganaral at length rallied them, and some 
cdumns under Vilatte adranoed to their support* 
O e n e r d Anson's brigade of dragoons, witii general 
Pane'a brigide of haary carafery, were ordered to 
Ghaxge tiiem, when the British sufTored dreadfully { 
bat ^agh they foiled in breaking the enemy, they 
detemd hfan nom any forther attempt agdnat Um 
hitt. The attack upon the oentre, which conunenced 
at the aame time, was gdlantiy resisted by general 
Campbell, supported by tho Spaniards, who turned 
the flank of the assailants, while tlie English took 
their cannon. General SherlirokefopoUed the force 
oppoaed m him, by a charge of bayonets from the 
whole division ; but the brigade of guarda, adrandng 
too for> expoaed thcBsadres to the fire of the hostile 
batteries and retirinf columns. At this moment 
when die fote of the battie appeared worse than 
donbtfhl. Sir Arthor WoUealey secured the victory 
bv oMvIng from die heights. a battalion of the forty- 
eighth, which, with the asaiatance of Cotton's bn- 
gade of cavalry, enabled the guards to retreat nn- 
der cover. At the deae of day the enemy were 
repulsed at all pdots, and reuoated in good order 
acrosB tiie Aiberohe, leaving behind them twenty 
pieces of cannon. The loss on both sides was se- 
vere ; tlmt of the enemy, who had entire brigadea 
of infantry de s troyed, was estimated by the Eng- 
lish eommander.at ten thousand men. On tlm 
same aathority it is stated that the British bad eight 
hnndred kBlod^ three thousand nine handred wound- 
ed, and six himdredand fifty missing, and the Spa- 
niards twelve hundred andfifty killed and wounded. 
For this adhievement the thanks of parliament were 
voted 10 the offieers and men, and the commander 
was elevated to the peerage by the title of ^isoonnft 
WclliogtoQ. That those houoora were weU-mented 
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•t from Hie ■UB amA pradmoe of tho gfa- 
lief, in the dispoaitioa of hia diffieront •!»«- 
oops ; and from the great pro we« dinilayed 
oopf in an action m long and obatlnately 

3Uih army had aoareely tfme to congra- 
! on this rictoir, before intelligence ar- 
It Soult, Ney, and Mortier, had advaneed 
Eatremadora, and were already in their 
retreat was now indisnenaablO) at Soolt 
Ml at Plaaencia the proviaiona intended for 
•h army ; and aa nodoabteonld be entertain- 
letor'a army would again'adTance aa aeon aa 
1 of the approach of the French foroea 
Ea U e m ai iU ra, Coeata waa left at Talavera, 
: waa hoped he might be aide to maintain 
tion ; bat in any event, it waa nnderatood 
ihould by no meana abandon the woonded. 
hiitl of Angnat the Britiah force marched to 
, on the way to Plaacncia, with an intention 
c the force under Soult, and in the evening 
bur WeHeoley reoeired information that 
meant to quit Talavera inunediately ; and 
want of conreyancep he ahould be obliged 
Ion hia hoapitab. Sunoonded withdilBcal- 
1 thirty thouaand men under Soult prbaaing 
m from the nortii, and an army eqnaOy 
tnder Victor adfandng from ttie eaat, the 
general determined to retreat orer the bridge 
iapo, and by a mountainoua road to take vp a 
at Deleytoaa, on the way to IVuzillo. Here 
lined unmoleated by tho French, and waa 
to recruit hia army ; bat finding tiiat the 
ere by no means diapoaed to supply the 
vhidi had prerented nia pursuit of the 
before the battle of Talavera, he retreated 
Oos, where, during the remainder of the 
s army continued inactiTe. 

SIEGE OF CADIZ. 

ifter the batde of Talarera general Venegaa, 
ead of the army of La Maneha, oonaiating 
t thirty thouaand men, waa defeated near 
by Sebaatiani, and auperaedcd in the com* 
f the marquia of Areizaf a, who, baring re- 
ed the Ibrcea, and increased mom to the 
of fifty thousand, adranced upon Madrid, 
the nineteenth of Norember waa defeated 
a with great loaa. Tho French aoon aftor- 
■educed Cordova and Seville, and thua laid 
p road to Cadis. In old Castile the duke 
que, at the head of thirty thooaaud men, 
lulsing die French at Alba de Toimea, re- 
o the mountaina of Faenta, on the bordeiu 
I. In Catalonia, Blake was unable to make 
kinat the French army under Angerean, to 
nrona, after a long and heroic draence, ca- 
on the tenth of December. 
After the battle of Ocana, the French. 
»n]t, aaaisted by Viclor and Mortier, and 
lied by Joaeph Buonaparte in perMin, ad* 
ito the south of Spain ; and naving, on 
(tieth of January, 1810, penetrated the 
the Sierra M orena almost witiiout reaia- 
y eat^bliahed their head-quarters at Bay- 
astiani overran Grenada, and took posses, 
falaga. Victor occupied Seville on the 
Vbrnary, the supreme Junta aaaembled 
ing previoualy retired to the iale of Leon, 
I. Thia last refuge of Spaniah indepen- 
l been expoaed to the greateat danger 
leir vacillation or treachery, and it waa 
i remarkably rapid march of the duke of 
ae, at the head of eifht thouaand men, 
madnra. On hia arrival at Cadis he found 
nta, who were auapected of a design to 
a with Joseph, had been deposed, and 
» authority vested in a regency. The 
>us preparations were now made for de- 
tersons capable of bearins arms were en- 
tish troops arrived from Lisbon and Gib 
the Spanish fleet, amounting to twenty 
Bne, was moored m the harbour, under 
m of the British admiral Purvis, who 
lis own squadron. The French occapied 
r the bay, and endeavoured to annoy the 
d the town, bpt thev did not venture a 
ick upon the Isle of Leon ; they, how- 
fort Matagorda, situate but two miles 
y, after it had been bravely defSended 
ths by a body of British foldiers and 





In Catalonia, tbm Spanisli _ 
haid coOeeted a connderahie fbree fbr tfka 
of raising the siege of Hostalrie^ wni 
the plain of Vich after an obstinate 
ard, aflt^ a bnve resistanee of four — ^..^ 
cascle of llostaliie was taken, by whichjtfae 
secured the communication becw< 
Barcdona. In Juno the^ c^tured the _ 
fortresses of Lerida and Me<|ninensa ; but 
which was besieged immediately afierwu 
not surrender until tiia commeaoenieBt of 
lowing year. Valencia, fbr the suspriae of w) 
plan was concerted between Suchet and eooM 
tors within the city, was defiended by general Caau^ 
who marched out to attack die French, and 
edthcm with neat slaughter. In 
thousand French, stationed at Benda, were 
ed by a detachment tram Algesiras, under general 
Lacy, and fied in disorder, leaving their 
ammunition, which were distiimited m _ 
mooataineers. The spirit of reaiataBoe s |n en d ing to 
the frontien of Murcia, SebastiaBi 
• to diat provinoe, where he compelled ^e 8| 
to retire to Alicante. In August *a 
posted at Moguer, ya the province of Seville, 
expelled by a bodv of Spaniardsand l^gWah, 
on the appvoaoh of a hostOa reinforoflBaent, 
ed to Cadis. Another expedition, 
against Blalaga in October, proved unal 
lord Blaoey, who commanded die tzoopsy 
prisoner. 

In the month of April the British cabinet 
an attempt to rescue the person of Ferdinaife 
of the hands of Napoleon. The person easplojed 
in this mission was an Irish adventurer of the name 
of Kelly, and the plan, it appears, waa oonoeated 
with the Marquis wellesley, tbe English a ecietl i i s 
of state for foreign aifoirs, who had placed at KcC 
ly's disposal a squadron off Qniberon, whence the 
prince was to em)iaik. Having made his way to 
Valeneay, the resadenoe, or rather the place of im- 
prisonment, of Ferdinand, Kelly discuoed his in- 
tentions to the Inlknte^ Don Antonio, and to fibs 
Intondant of the household ; but Ferdinand, on be- 
ing acquainted with Kelljr's visit, infinmed Berthe- 
my, the governor of die casde, that an FngHA 
emissary had found his way thither. Kelly wrn^ 
in consequence, placed under arrest, and the vigi- 
lance of the Frendft governor over the 
suite of the imbecile monarch, if poosihle^ i 

OPERATIONS IN POBTUGAL. 

Lord Wellimoton, after tho battle of Talavera, 
determined to confine his operations to the defeaee 
ofi,Portn||al, till a more auspidous state of 
should anse ; and as the force which thm 
could send into the Peninsula was small, 
parison with the immense armies of Aance, and as 
the Portuguese troops could not at first be expected 
to equal the Britiah, it was expedient to act where 
inequali^ of numbers would, be compensated by 
local and artificial strength, and where be would 

fi>aaess the best means of supplying and increasing 
s force. Lord Wellington aooordinidy determiaed 
to make his stand within the lines of Ttrres Yedras, 
a position capable of being rendered impregnable : 
Wing near the Tagus, his army could receive rem- 
forcements and supplies readily from England ; and 
his vicinity to the sea would enable bim, in case of 
exigency, to embark without delay. The French 
general, on the other hand, would be in die ven 
heart of a hostile country, the inhabitants of whicn 
were neither disposed nor able to suppK his wanto; 
snd from the nature of the war in the Peninsula, it 
would be extremely difficult to procure the supplies 
from any great distonce. To gain time for improv* 
ing the Unes of Torres Yedras, Lord Wellington de- 
termined to retard the progress of the enemv as 
much aa poasible, without haxarding a general en- 
gagement ; and. In furtherance of this plan, he ad 
vanced, at the commencement of the snmsser, to 
the north-eastern fh>ntier of Portugal, his force 
consisting at that time of about thirty thousand Bri- 
tish, and nearly sixty thousand Spanish and Portu- 
guese. 

In the beginning of July the bottOe armies were 
IMsted as follows : a small Frendi corps was sta- 
tioned before Badf\}os, watched by die Spanish anay 
of Romana, consisdug of nine tnuuaond men, and 
by general Hill, with a Britiah force, amounting to 
abont fife thousand. Hie grand Fren^ army ua- 
dtr MaiieBB,compoaed of thedivitiona of Soult avd 
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of K«y, md of tane wlalbw— leuli brovght from 
Wuoe, waa pofted bofore Ctadftd Rodiigo, which 
ft»rtraM he determined to take befove he adTUiced 
Anther into Portugal. That place made an obati- 
mate defenoe during a terriAc and deatmctiTe bom- 
iMurdment of fixteen day*. The head-qiiarter# of 
the RngHah aimy were in front of Cdeneo, where 
tike flrat diylaion, mder general Speaoer, waa sta- 
tioned ; tibe aeoond, ODtder general Hill, waa at Por> 
tal^ra; the third, coounanded by general Cole, 
'vras cantoned at Garda : the fourth, under general 
Picton, waa at Pinhel ; and the Ught diTia&on, aader 
8«neral Crawford, iadnding two regioMnta of Por- 
tagiiew eaeadoroi or markamen, waa adraaced 
eloiM to ^ Frenoh army at Ciodad Rodrigo. Each 
cUriaion had attached to* it aome Portogueae reg^ 
»nts, with one or mote Kngliah oAcera in tiiem. 
Id by whoM efforts they had. been broof^t into 
ich Older and diacipline, that it waa reaaonably 
expected th«y would, in die hour of trial, not dia- 
grmce their oompanions in the field. 

After the frJl of Ciodad' Bodrigo, which did not 
■urrender till the fortreaa waa no longer defenaSble, 
Maaaena adranced to the aiege of Abataida, and 
oDened hia trenchea on the mfeeenth of Aagnat. 
while a false attack waa made agafaaat the north of 
the town, two thonannd men dag the first parallel 
to a depth of three f»et ; and on Sunday the twen* 
ty-aizth, at five o'dook In the aaoming, eleren baft- 
teriea, mounted with 8izty.flTe pieeea of cannon, 
opened tteir fire. Hie garriaon ioonaiated of fire 
thonaand men, of whose apirit no doubt waa enter- 
tained ; the city waa well provided ; and ita worka 
had beea placed ia ao respeetable a atate, that lord 
Welliagtoa Mt aaanred of the eaemy beiag detain- 
•d tUl Mte in the aeaaon. On the night after the 
batteriea opeaed, howerer, the large powder mag- 
•aiae ia the dtadM blew up with a tremendeua eat-' 
plosioB. More than half the artillery4aea, a great 
aiuaber of the garrisoa, and many of the lahabi- 
tanta, periahed ; tte guna were diamonnted aadthe 
works ao loager defeaaible. The aeoeaaary aad al- 
moat imaaediate c eaaeqa e ac e waa tte aarreadaa of 
the place, aad all the troopa ia the garriaon ware 
made priioaera of war. Oa the Ml of Almeida, 
Maaaena advanced f nrttier into Portngal, aad lord 
WelUagtoa, who retreated alowly benire him, to- 
warda Coimhra, reaolved to take ap a poaitioB oa 
the Siena de Buaaoo, which ia a high ridge that 
«&taada ftam the Moadego ia a northeriy directioa 
about ^|ght miles, aad there to reoiat ttie advaace 
of the Preach anay. In thia retreat the aevere but 
efficaciooa policy waa adopted of ifeoderiog all the 
country iu the line' of march quite inhoapitable to 
the Fk«aeh, by striapiag it of all its iahahitaata, 
with the whole of their aioveable proper t y, and by 
deatroyiagwhatoonld aot be carried oA llie Bri- 
tiah aad Portuguese troopa were poated along the 
ridge of tiia mouotaia or Siena, Ibrming -the 
segment of a circle, whose eatreme points em- 
braced every part of tiM enemy's position, aad 
whence every movcaieBt bdow could be diatiaotly 
obaerved. On the tweaty-aixth of Septeatber, the 
Hght troopa on botib aidea uTere engaged dirougbont 
the Hae, and at aia o'clock oa the fidlowlag aiomiag, 
the diviaiwaa uf Key aad Regaier inade two deaperate 
atta^a upon lord Wtiliagtaa'S positioa, oae oa tfie 
f^^ the other on the left of &e higbeft point of 



the Bienra. Neyli dlvlsloB gafaied the top of tl.e 
ridge, but was drivea back witti the bayoaet; aad, 
aaoUier, fnrtiber to the righ^ waa repalaed before 
it oonld reach the top of the aiouataia. On the 
Mt, the atta^ waa aiade by three diriakma, only 
oae of which made aay prograaa towarda the auai- 
ad^ aad thia Ibroe, belag chwged widi Ae bayoaet, 
waa drivea down with immenae lose. The Poriu- 
Kuese soldieia established this day 'their oXaracter 
for courage and diadpiino : they were worthy, lord 
WcDiagtoaaaid, to ooatead ia the aame raaks with 
Britiah troops, in that good eauae Which they afford- 
ed the beat nopea of aaving. The eaemy, thua re- 



J^nlaed ia hia attempts to open a paaaage fbr hia 
hrther advance into Portngal, accom^liidied by a 
maaceq\re what force had failed to eflect. On the 
evening of the twenty-eighth lord Wellington ob- 
aerved, as he had anticipated, the French anaj 
sileatly moving ronad the northern edge of the Si- 
erra, toward Coimbra, which obliged him to quit 
Busaco, and retreat to the left bank of the Mon- 
dego. In the afternoon of the thirtieth the French 
advanced guard appeared in the front of Coimbra, 
and the neat dav lord Wellington feU back upon 
Leyria, and from theace to the liaes of Tones Vedraa. 
oo perfectly convinced was the French general 
that the retreat of lord WeUlngton vras for the pur- 
pose of embarking at Lisbon, and that hia aole ob- 
ject ahould be immediate and cloae punuit, that ha 
abandoned hia wounded at Coimbra, with little or 
ao pfotsodoa, aad advanced without taking the 
precaution to form ai^ establish magasinea. On 
hia arrival at Torrea Vedraa,. after reoonnoitrinf the 
Briiiah line, he found their position to be impreji- 
nable, and here the error he had committecL an 
amklng ao incautioos an advance, became aianifest. 
These aaes, strong by nature, and greatly improved 
by art, eatended to a diatance of thirty-five mfles, 
flanked, oa oae side by the sea, and on the other by 
die Tagus. The British army was fonned into four 
divisions, each oocupying one of the four passes of 
the monntalna. The French force reached the vi- 
ciaity of Torrea Vedraa harassed by fatigue, strait- 
ened for proviaiona, and without magasines in their 
rear ; and when the rtfative strenatn and situation 
of the two annies waa known iiK England, the de- 
stmotion of the enemy waa regarded as inevitable. 
Massena, however, kept his position in front of 
Torres Vedraa till the fourteenth of November, 
when, being constrained to oeek better qnarteis for 
the winter, he wmrohed for Saatarem. On the next 
moming the allied army broke up, aad followed the 
nmroh of the enemy, hoping that the time for hia 
dea ti ac ti on had now anived ; but, on examining hia 
position, it wai not judged advisable to make an at- 
tack; hnrd Wellington therefore contented himself 
with fixing his head qaarten at Cartaxo, about ten 
utiles nearer laabon, aad in these positions the two 
armies remained at die dose of the year 1810. 

In the summer of dtis year captdn Mends, with a 
small squadroa of light vesaelB having on board fiva 
hundred Spanlah troopa under general Porlier, de- 
atroyed all the French batteriea, except Castro, 
from St. Sebaatian to St. Andero, on which he 
found above a hundred pieceo of heavy cannon ; 
having thoa laid that gredt extent of aea-coaat bare 
of defenoe, he obtained two good anchorages for 
Bridah 
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CHAPTER XXXIX. 



Parliament amventd—InqtOnf oi to Walcheren ExpeSit^tm-^Brtaeh of PrivU^g^Sir FSnamcia Bmr^ 
dettt Motion and Conduct thereon, and hU eonmittai to the Tower-^Bntlian Questmen, am 
eeedings—Capture ofAmiwyna, Island* of Bourbon, France, Guadatoupe, and Santa Maura- ^„ 

of Suonaparte— Annexation of Holland to France— Other annexatUme— Burning Deertaaef 

parte— Attempt on Sicily— War wUh Russia— DIference* uHth the United States—State of SramUk 
America— 'the Kln^s Mental Malady— Regency— Opening of Parllaatent—ProeteMmgt me ta Com- 
mercial Distress, and othtr Affairs— Atnerlcan Disputes— Capture of Javor^Naval Actt ema W >arther 
Measures against British Commerce. 



PARLIAMENT— WALCHEREN EXPEDITION. 

PARLIAMENT aMenbled on the twenty-thinl of 
January, 1810, and the openfaig apeeeh, whidi 
waa lead by commlsaion, oontuned oat littfe apeci^ 
flc matter besidea htte dia««lers, and the necwaity 
of affbrding farther aaaiatance to Spain and Pertn- 
gal. Lord Poreheater mo^ed for an inqoiiy into 
the policy and condnct of the late expediuon to 
Walche/en, by a oommittee— not a aeleet and aecrat 
committee, he aaid, before whom gaibiad extreeta 
might be laid by miniaten themaeiVea, in order to 
prodvce a partial dedaion, but a canuntotee of the 
whole hoiue, by which oral evidenoe might be ex- 
amined at the bar. Thia motion waa oppoaed by 
miniaters, but was earried againat them by nwnio- 
rity of one hundred and nlnety«fiTe to one hondrad 
and eighty-aix. On the ftrat of Pebrowr, tlie May 
before the ioTeatigation oomaaenoed, Yerke ptre 
notice that he ahoold, dnring the inqniry, enJbree 
the atanding order of the honae for the exctaaion of 
atrangera. Bheridan depreeated the idea of pro- 
ceeding in an inTeatigation, in whi^ the twtioo 
waa ao deeply intercat e d, with eloaed dooia, and 
aaked, whether it oonid be endured that the people 
ahould be kept in complete ignoranoe of what par- 
liament waa doing at one of the moaC awfol mo- 
menta of ita exiatence. A majority of aMmben, 
however, one hundred and aixMix to eighty, de- 
cided that ttie atanding order, lor the exclwdon of 
atranger*. ahould remain unaltered. Axkongat the 
papera laid before parliament, waa a ** copy of the 
earl of Chatham'a atatement of Ua prooeedinga,*' 
dated the lilti«nth of October, 1800, preaented to 
Ihe king on the fourteenth of February, 1810. The 
tenor of the narratiTe waa to impute blame to the 
naval part of the expedition, and Ida lordahip re- 
preaented ita CaBure to have ariaen, either from ia- 
auflldent arrangementa on the part of the admival. 
Sir Richard Strachan, or from unayoidable diAeal- 
tiea, inherent in the nature of the expedition itaelf, 
which, being entirelv of a naval nature, did not 
come within hia provrace. The preaenting of auch 
a document to ue aovereign by a milihiry com- 
mander, without the intervention of any reaponai- 
Ueminiater, and without the knowledge of the 
accuaed party, was pronounced a dandeatine and 
unoonatitutional attempt to poison the royal ear; 
and a motion was made by Whitbread fiir an ad- 
d^;eaa to lus migeaty, prayina that oopiea of all 
papera submitted to him by uie earl of ChaAam, 
concemuig the expedition to the Scheldt, might be 
laid before that houae, was carried, in opposition to 
miniaters, by a minority of aeven. Thia proceeding 
«aa foUowed by a Tote of cenaure, propoaed by 
Whitbread, and amended by Canning, in which lord 
Chatham's conduct waa pronounced highly repre- 
henaJMe ; and hia lordahip, to avoid an addreaa to 
the king for hia remoTal, reaigned hia office of 
maater-geneial of the ordnance. The examination 
of evidence upon the Walcheren expedition, occu- 
pied the house from the aecotfd of February to the 
twenty-sixth of March, when lord Poreheater moved 
two seriea of resolutions, to the effect, that the ex- 
pedition waa undertaken under oircnmatancea 
which afforded no ratknal hope of adequate toe- 



\, and at thepgedae ae a aamef tba y— r wWn the 
which had proved so fiatal waa known to he 
amat prevaleai; that the adviaera of that mjiidged 
entarvriae were therefore highly vol 
and that their coodnct in>dalayiat Urn 
of Walcheren called for tiie 
After ibur nigfata' debate, there appeared, Car faed 
Poecheater'a naolationa, two hnated aad tvcmly> 
aeven, and againat th am, two handrad-mad acranty- 
five Toicea. The hoiiae next dacided miaii aa 
amimdmwnt of general Gfawlbnira, pa ipealia ^ rial 
though the hotue eonsidered wiith rayet the lives 
which had been loet, it waa of opinion ttei km ma- 
jesty's aainiatera had pseceeded upon goed 
in undertaking dko expeditien— which 
though anhatanttaBy at variance with the 
of^tbe voaolntioaa, waa carried by a ai^iericy a( 
foAy. The aeoond aet of reeolntieaa, 
atiniateBs iar defying the evaenatioB of 
waa negatived by two hundred and ( 
againat two hmndred and twenty-fonr ; and a 
lotion, ap proving tlieir eendoot for 
ialand till the time it waa abandaned, wn 
by two hundred and itfty-five againat two 
and thirty-twa. 

BREACH OF PRIYILBOK-SIR F. BDRDSTTS 

MOTION. 





The exclusion of atvaa^era from thn 
eommona, dnrinc thia inquiry, excited 
obaervatian ; and tl|B oondnct of Yoaka^ who 
it, and of Wiadham, who nade 
obaervaliona on the practica of reporting debates 
in the newapapera, being canvaaaed an aaan 
atancea with too much freedoaa, Yorit^ en tho 
teentili of Febraary, complained of a breech of pri> 
vilege, hia conduct in that amcmhli 
made the aulneGt of diamaaion ha a 
called the Bntiah Forum ; and, on ihe'u 
John Gale ionea, the manager of the aa,— .^, 
amamonod to the bar, and oommitted la Nei . 
Though several membera expg e aie d their doobla ef 
the policy of hia commitment, the power of the 
houae to do ao waa denied by Sir Fnmcia Bnrdett 
alone, who, not having been preaent at the foiuiM 
debate, moved| on the twelfth of March, iar the 
diacharge of Jonea, on the ground that the hooae 
had exceeded ita authority, which waa negadved by 
one hundred and fifty-tfiree againat fo w t e en. The 
apeech delivered on tUa occasion. Sir Frimcia puh- 
lished in a periodical paper on the twenty-fanrtb, 
with a letter prefixed, addreaaed to Ua ''" 
" denying the power of the houae of 
inq»riaonthe people of Enftand." In 
of thia publication, it waa asored by Let 
and decided by a minority, that he had been i 
of puhliahing a aeandaloua and libeOona vafea, 
reflecting upon their jaat righta and nrivuegoa; 
and a motion for hia ooonnitBaent to tl|e Tower waa 
made by Sir Robert Saliabnry. and carried, after a 
long and animated debate, by a m^^ority of one 
hundred and ninety ta one hundred and Blly4we 
voicea. The division did not take plaoe til eeven 
o'clock on the mominp. of Friday, die aixlh ei 
April, when the apeaker aigned the wanant, 
deUrered it to the aei^eani«t«nDa. That 
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MDtoMd by Sir FMHMto <b«t hm woald be 
rMdy to raeeire bim oa the next moraing, wliich 
t>elnc Tiewed by the terieeDt m implymg th«t be 
wodd fo peftMeUy to the Tower, he retired. Sir 
Frmcie, bowerer, ellepfaig the iOefality of the 



mnt, refiiMd to go imleM eoiutreined bj eetnal 
tncB, wbkh he wee detennhied to resist. After 
taking the opinion of the attomey.genera], the* ser- 
Jeent, aocmnpe&ied by a niunbcr of poUoe oiBoers, 
and a detaobment of troops, forced an enti^ into 
tkis boose, and oouToyed bfan to the Tower. .As 
the escort which gnarded the prisoner was on iti 
retnn, a nnmerons mob attacked diein with stones 
and brickbats, and soaae shots were flred, by which 
two or three lires were lost, and sereral wounded ; 
the asob assemblM roond the hcose of Sir Fhmots 
also oonoaiitted many o utr a g e s In the neigUionr^ 
boed. On the tenth, a letter sent by Sir Francis to 
the speaker, after the receipt of his warrant, be- 
came a topic of debate, and a resolntlon was vnani- 
asously passeii^ dedaiing it a high and Hagraat 
hreacb of the priritegee of the boose. 

Sir Francis Bordett commenced aetioiis against 
tbe speaker of the house of commons, for issuing 
the warrant for his arrest and imprisonment; 
sigainst the acijeant at anns, for execnting the war- 
rant generally, and for breaking open the outer 
door of bis bouse in its execution ; and against earl 
SCoira, the goremor of the Tower, for illegal im^ 
piiaenment ; tbe olgect of Sir Francis beiin|r to 
ascertain, wbetfier an appeal lay to a court of law, 
•gainst proceedings of the house of commons aot- 
kng as accuser and Judge, and aflbcting Um liberty 
of the subject — If the punishment eould be remitted 
by a court of law, the privilege claimed would be 
restricted if not destroyed ; in all wliich he foiled 
the plea that the warrant being issued by tbe a»- 
thonty of the house of commons was a legal inetra- 
nent, and that therefore the arrest and imprison- 
ment were legal, being admitted. Thus the attempt 
to orerdirow this branch of the pririlege of ner- 
liament served to oonArm it, and gave to the claims 
of the boose of commons a solemn Judicial reeog- 



BULLION QUESTION-SUPPLIES, &c. 

HoBMBR, on tlie fint of February, mored for a 
rarietyof returns respecting the present state of 
tbo circulating medium, and the trade in bullion, 
en tbe production of which a committee was ap> 
pointed for tbe purpose of inquiry into the high 
price of bullion, ana its effect on the raloe of the 
paper currency. The committee were of opinion, 
that the erils complained of wero to be attributed 
to an exoessire issue of. bank of En^and paper : 
and it was stated in their report that ** a general 
rise of all psioes, a rise in the market price of gold, 
end a foil in tfie foreign exchanges^ wiU be die el- 
foct of an undue quantity of drcidating medium in 
a country which has a«>pted a currency not ex- 
Dortable to otlter countries, or conrertible at will 
Into a coin that is conTertible." It was added, that 
no suiBclent remedy for the present eril, or secu- 
rity for the future, could be pointed out, except the 
repeal of the law which sospuided the cash pay- 
ments of the bank, to effect which the committee 
was aware that some diiBcnlties must be encoun- 
tered ; but all baxards to the stabOity of the bank, 
and all iqjury to public credit xaight be ob< 
viated, by restricting cash payments for two years 
from the present time, and by intrusting to the 
bank itsen the charge of conducting and complet* 
ing the operation. 

On the sixteenth of May the budget was brought 
forward, and the supplies yoted for the year amount- 
ed to fifty-two miHioa one hundred and eigfaty-flTO 
thousand pounds, of which the proportion for Ire- 
land was six million one hundred and six thousand 
IMunds. llie ways and means, without the impo- 
sition of any new taxes, were estimated at a surplus 
of one hunared and fortv-one thousand two hundred 
and two pounds over the demand, including, how- 
erer, a loan of eight million pounds, which was bor- 
rowed at the fo^ovrable ate of four pound four 
shillings and three-pence three farthings per cent. 
The foreign subsidies were four hundred thousand 
pounds for Sicily, and nine hundred and eighty 
OMUsand pounds for Portugal ; and a vote of credit 
was passed for three million pounds. PetceTal 
stated that tbe official value of the imports was 
nearly five million pounds more than in the most 
pfesperons year of peace ;,that the exports of our 



manufoctwes e xc e eded In amount those of ISOt, by 
el^t miUiBn poaids( and |hat though there was a 
dmiinntlonof neariy four nOllon pounds in the ex- 

Eirts of foreign goods, yet the average was highly 
vourable to die country. He added, that die or- 
ders of council bad already reduced the receipts of 
the customs in n«nce from two million five hun- 
dred thousand pounds, to five hundred thousand 
pounds, being a dimination of four-fifths of their 
whole amount. 

Petitions from the catholics were presented to 
both houses, and gave rise to orotracted discus- 
sions, but were rc»iected by considerable nujorities. ' 
Several measures of reform experienced a similar 
fate. A bill, introduced by Bankes for rendering 
perpetual the act preventmg the grant of ofBoes in 
roTersioa, was xtdeetod by me lords. Brand's mo- 
tion for a committee to inquire into the state of the 
representation, and into the means of rendering it 
complete, was negatived by a great majority, va- 
riiras alterations were proposed by Sir Samuel Ro- 
milly in die criminal code ; and it wai unanimolisly 
resolved, that the sutgect of penitentiary houses 
should be taken into oonaUeraaon in the next ses- 
sion. Addresses were voted in both houses, on 
the motion of lord Holland and Brougham, beseech- 
ing his muesty to persoTcre in his endeavours to 
induce foreign nations to co-operate in the abolition 
of the slare trade. The latter, widi great ability 
and eloquence, exposed the practices of certain 
persons, even in this country, who carried on that 
traffic in a clandestine manner, as the penalties 
were pecuniary and it was a mere commercial 
speculation, what risk might be run for a certain 
profit by an-adventnre in die slave trade : and a re- 
solution for taking into consideration, early in the 
next session, sudi measures as might tend to pre- 
vent those Tiolations of the law, was unanimously 
adopted. 

The twelfth report of the commisflotten of mili- 
tary inquiry disposed % flagrant instance of pubUo 
dehnquency. It appeared that Joseph Hunt, a 
member of the house of commons, and late treasu- 
rer of the board of ordnance, had misapplied cer- 
tain sums of pubBc money to a considerable 
amount ; and on the motion of Calcraft he was ex- 
pelled the house. The defoolter had, on die plea 
of UI health, emigrated to Lisbon. On the twenty- 
first of June parhament was prorogued. 

CAPTURE OF AMBOYNA AND OTHER 
ISLANDS. 

TBI Dnteh setdement of Amboyna, with its de- 
pendencies, was carried by a coup de main in Feb- 
ruary, by an expedition under captain Tucker, 
who obtained a booty ; and (he chief of the spice 
islands, Banda, with its dependencies, surrendered 
unconditionally to captain Cole, of the Carollnn 
frigate, who conducted the attack with uncommon 
caUantry and sUU. Tbe island of Bourbon, and the 
Mauritius, or Isle of France, buTing long aiR»ded 
shelter to a large number of French j^vateen, 
which had captured East India shipping to an enor- 
mous amount, expeditions were luanned against 
them. The Isle of Bourbon was int attacked, for 
which purpose a largo force was eoDected under 
lieutenant^coiel Keating and commodore Row- 
ley, who were preparing for an assault on St. 
Dennis, die principal town, when a proposal firom 
die goTemor for a capitulation was acceded to, 
and, two days afterwards, the whole island sub- 
mitted. A boidy of troops from India and the Cape 
of Good Hope, amounting to abodt ten thousand, 
destined for the redaction of the Isle of Frimee, un- 
der mi^or-general John AbereromUe, eflbcted a 
landing on the twenty-ninth of November : admiral 
Bertie commanded the naval force. On me second 
of December the troops prepared tn attackinc the 
forts; but on tbe day following, general de Caen, 
the French goremor, capitulated, on condition that 
die troops snould return to France without being 
considered as prisonen of war ; bj which the Isle 
of FhuBce, an (mmonse quantity of stores and va- 
luable merchandise, fire large Disates, some smal- 
ler dUps of war, and twenty-elgnt merdiantmen, 
with two captured British East Indiamen, were 
surrendered to his augesty's arms. 

In die West Indies, die island of Ouadaloope, 
tbe last that remained to the Freneh in diat part of 
die world, surrendered, on the iifdi of February, to 
a comlrined naval and military force, under admfral 
Sir A 1 wader Cochrane, and tteoteaiB^gebeial 

Vy 
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Sir Georse Betkwltli ; fa the lonUin Bca, Oe iiTaiMl 
of Saata Maara, the aodent Leucarfia, wai taken 
on the sixteenth of April, by an armamenl ff^m 
Zante, under captain Byro of tiie Magnlfloent, 
and brigadier-general Oswald, after a rlgoMua 
resistance; and in the Baltic sea, Ae uland of 
Anholt was defended hy captain Manriee and tinree 
hundred and eighty men, against a Danish force of 
nearly three thousand, whieh landed there on the 
tweo^-'third of March ; bnt were repidsed, witb 
the lose of fonr hondred and ftnir taken, b erfde i 
many killcNl and wounded. 

MABRIAGB OP BUO^APABT^ANNBXAa 
TION OF HOLLAND TO FRANCB. 

TBI marriage of Buonaparte to the arehdntdieM 
Maria Louisa of Austria, to which hb diToroe bam 
Josephine, in the close of 1800« was the prdode, 
took place early in tills year. On ttie twenty- 
serentti of Febrqary he annoonoed to the senate 
that he had despatohed his consin, the prince of 
Neufchatel iBerthier), to demand fbr him the hand 
of the danghter of the emperor Francis, agreeably 
to a contract that had been made, and ^oi is snp. 
posed to hare been a secret article in die treaty of 
peate. The marriage took place at Vienna on the 
eloTenth of March, the arclidiike Charles receivina 
the iumd of his niece, as repreaentatiTe of his old 
antagonist ; and on tlie ttiirteentii the new empress 
■et off on her way to Paris, where tlie ceremony 
was repeated on her airlral, with eyery mark of 
impeiial grandeur, on the lint of April. The train 
of tlie bride was supported Inr fonr queens ; and 
after the marriage was concluded, Buonaparte 
conducted her to St. Clond, wliere, thi^ee days 
allerwikrds, they received the congratulations of 
the senate. It was at first ooneeived tfiat tlie areh- 
datchees was aa unwilling, tfao«|di resigned, rictim 
to the preseiration of ner fbnuly ; bnt It soon ap- 
peered tfiat she was delighted with her conquest 
oTor the man who had conquered Europe, while 
Napoleon equally felicitated himself in a'con- 
nectlon which seemed to secure the perpetuity of 
his new dynasty. 

Proceeding In his plans of encroachment, Buona- 
parte seised tbe so^en Dutch proTinces, which in 
1806 he had formed into a kingdom, in favour of 
his brotifauBT Louis. From that period, indeed, they 
had been a dependaliey upon France ; but in seme 
things Louis had not shewn himself sufficiently ob- 
aequionS) especially in die restrictions upon com- 
meree. On the first of July he resigned his no- 
minal dignity in favour of lus two sons, declaring 
his queen regent ; and, in a farewell address to the 
legidative bodv, be stated the circumstances that 
had rendered ft necessary for him to sign a trea^ 
with his brqtherj the emperor, whereby he had 
been deprived oi all authority. He advised them 
te receive the French with respeet and cordiality ; 
he expressed a warm aiTection for his late snblects ; 
indt Indeed, IhrooiAout his short reign, he always 
appeared as the Inend of the people upon whom 
he had been artiitrarilv imposed. It does not 
appear' to have been the wuh, and certainly was 
not the policy, of Buonaparte to deprive his brother 
of the regal state to wluch he had raised him, if he 
could have made him subservient to his rulina pas- 
eion of ndniag the commerce of Great Brita&, or 
obtaining what ha called a maritime peacej tnr the 
revoeatJon of the Bng^ish orders in oenncn. Wi^ 
this view he had, towards the close of 1M0, sent 
for Louis to Paris, and, alter many conferences, 
Louis reported to Us ministers that there could no 
longer be any independence or national existence 
for Holland, should the maritime war be continoed ; 
and as it was possible that the cabinet of London, 
rather tlian sumnr its annexation to tiie French 
empire^, mii^t be induced to make peace with 
France, or to change itp measures with respect to 
neutral commerce, he directed them to send to 
Bngland some diacreet man of business, to urge 
<he advantagie of the indenendence of Holland to 
.that country. In conformity with this message, 
which couln only be considerod as coming from 
Napoleon himself, Mynbeer Peter Caesar Labon- 
chere arrived in London in February, and had 
several conferences with the marquU Wellesley, 
who told hhn, that whilo the Milan and Berlfii 
Mereee remained in force, it was not to be expected 
UMt we abonld relw our efforts for self-defence : 
the ovdeni in coundl wevo not the cause, but the 




of thaee JeBreei s and eT( 
latter pramlaed to be fecaUed, it 
convenient lor Bnghmd to admit, in mriaelpla, 
the Bif <isb mceamee of reprisals sKoisld h« 
oontlnned as soen as Ae eaase that pRiTokeA 
should be reuMrped. The negotlatlpB ' 
fillnd^ the ^"n sBsiion was determiae 
abdicaliea of Levis in favovr-of hie 
oeneideeed ef no validity, no* 
onsly concerted wltfi tfM emps 
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and of the Hanae To< 

betwsen the Elhe and the Ifims. The 

Hanover, also, was annexed to the 

WeetphaMa, and to all the dependeot 

ooqsoriptian laws were extended* In 

the chains of despotie powsr w 

rigorous police, and restrictions on lite 

the press. Deereeo Ibr seising and baminf 

Bsh merehanrtise were carried into exacvtioo with 

mat rleoor km die Hanse towns, in Fkanoe, Italyp 

SwiHseiTaiiil, Germany, PTnasia, and Pw mark; 

while tlie heldiBCof any iatenxmrea wlila Gieat 

Britafai, or with British ships, was aaade ieloBy fcs 

tbe captafai of any Tessel, who 

liable to be pvnislied with dee«h; 

sidp was to be ' 

aU who shonld be 
ooneemed in thia prohibited trattc. 






I 

the meanest porter. The king of 
by die enrtailment of hie power, 
of his beantilU and high-epirited qi 
these Changes with apparent 
the ecclesiastics, by their Inflnonee, still 
the Bupremaey of the pope ; and a vreaaer 
course than ordinary or that order having 
remarked at Borne, an ordlnanoe was isened. that 
they shonld immediately repair to the nsnal plans 
of their reepectfve residences ; and on aympunns of 
dissatisfaonon being manifested in Ae eccleolasdcal 
atates, a French eorps, twenty thousand Btraog, 
was eolleeted in die vicinity of Rome, and the 
ohnrches and odier public buildings were con- 
verted into barradcs for Its acoommecMion. 

In Sweden the influence of F^mnoe was s Qe n gth . 
ened by an event which may be ranked among the 
most extraordinary occurrences of die year. The 
duke of Sndermania, who, it will be recellectedl, 
had been called to the throne in 1M0 by the 
of Charles die 'Durteenth, being at 
age, and without chOdren, had deemed It 
sary that a snooeasur to the Ihroae 
nominated ; and the states had aocovdtagly 
Christian Augustus, prince of Angoatenber§, a 
sul^ect of Denmark, who repaired to Stecfchelm ia 
January, 1810, and took tba oath of fidelliy le the 
Swedisn monarch. On the twenty-ointh of May, 
while reviewing some regiments of cavalry, he was 
suddenly taken ill, and railing firom his horse, seen 
expired. His death was attributed te poison; and en 
the twentieth of June, when bis funeral piouisiiia 
was nassing through the streets of StDcxheim. the 
populace rose upon count Flerscn, In the 

of a reriment or guards, and barlMrooaly i 

him. On the fifteenth of August the states 
assembled at Orebro, for the* Section ef 
auccessor to. the throne. The candidates were, the 
eldest son of the deposed Gnstavos the fourth ; dM 
prince of Holstein, elder brother of the dtceaseJ 
prince of Augustenberg ; die king at Denmark; 
and the French marshal BemadottOL nrface sf 
Ponte Corvo, a soldier of fortune, who had maanM 
into Buonaparte's ftmily. Ihe deetion took place 
on the twenty-iirst of August, when the hMa wis 
unanimously chosen crown-prince of Sweden, aM 
an am b assador was despatched to Paris, to an- 
nounce the decirion to the emperor and to the 
prince elect. On his arrival In Sweden, Bema> 
dotte, who bad acquired great wealth, and was 
liberal in the employment of it, endeavoored by 
every possible means to ingratiate himself with the 
nation, and to acquire its confidence ; he wwHussti 
to change his rengisn, and to adopt the Lutheran 
tenets ol the Swedish church ; and on tte fist ef 
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NoToaAer lit vas installed, in Che 
BMiiiihUirt fliiiT, wben he aia< 
JvMeieos speeob* 

ShovtilT aUterwards, «be Swedish for 
the requMitioB of Bannapaite, deelaved its 
«noe lo Us oontinontal system, prohflrfted all intor- 
oowM with the British deimnioBs, and interdieted 
the importation of oeknual pmdnce* Hie Danes 
were also aetiTe in fitting out mgates and gon^Miats 
for anno jina the trade oiGre^t Britain in the Baltic : 
but atthoni^ they had oonsiderable snocess, they 
could not proTent the Kagiish tnm taking pioesee* 
aiim of the island of Anholt, in the Catlegat, aaa 
defpoflitavy lor prohibited 



A1TBMFT OS SICILY. 



In die be^nning of July, loacfaim Mnra^ the 
newly created king eC Naples, had collected a power- 
ful armsment on the jouast of Calabria* consisting 
«f thirty seven thoosaad troops, two hondred and 
eijiht gnn4M»ati, and seren hinndred boats of other 
deaorlptioBe, far the invMbm of Sicily. Hie British 
commander. Sir John Stnart, made the best prepn* 
in lus power for resisting the threatened 
by disposing aO Us troops, abont fifteen 
fhonsand innamber, along the shore, and guarding 
tiie whole coast by batteries and gnn-boati. Hie 
Nenpolitan army was encamped on the hd|^ 
nboTo the oastle of SyUa, and the gnn-boals and 
SDudl craft Uy at anchor, nnder corer of heary bat* 
teries, wUsh continnaUy threw abet and shelb into 



DaUy skirmishes 



uauy ■ 
lotllb. 



the British qanrtem in Sicily. 
toefc place between the SicOian lotllla, prepared 
by Sur John Stnart, and that of king Joachim. Ge- 
nerally speaking, ttiis was rather prodactiTO of a 
•aperb spectacle, than, of any serions ij^ry to ei- 
ther side ; thongh in the coarse of repeated attacks 
upon the Neapolitan flotilla» great nmnbers of the 
▼easeb were destroyed, taken, or dlii>ersed. On 
tlie eighteenth of September, c debarkation of about 
three thousand five hondred men, Neapolitans and 
Corsicanf , was effected near the Faro ; but not be- 
ing properly supported, nine hundred of them were 
taken prisoners by m^or^general Campbell, and 
the rest were driven for sheuer into their gun-boats. 
This repulse was followed, on the third of October, 
by a riagnlar proclamation Iron Joachim, wbkA 
declared the expedition to Sidly to be a^ionmed ; 
tiie olgect of the empefor having been answered in 
the proof he bad obtained tibat ttie enemy's flotillas 
could not obstruct the passage: and that Sicily 
migjit becooquered whenerer it ahonld be sciionsly 
attempted. 

In the Rnssian cabinet French inflnenoe also pre- 
dominated, and Alexander, for whose qnand Bng- 
land engaged in war with Turkey, made war himself 
uainst that power for consenting to a peace with 
Bngland. In 1809 the Bu#sian troops inraded Bel- 
gana,and obtaiDed several advantages ; and in 1810 
sevend sanguinary battles were mncht, but none 
-were decisive. There was an unusual demonstration 
of vigour on the part of the Ottomans ; for thou^ 
chMely pressed bv the Russians, and the war ra 
Servm was gready to the advantage of tlie insiur- 
gents diere, they neverthdess sent troops into Syria 
againet the powerful sect of the WechaUtes, or 
WaughaUtes. the avowed enemies of Islamisif. — 
TlMse Wechabites also betook themselves to piracy, 
wUch occasioned an armament to be sent against 
them in April, into the Persian golf, by the British 
govemnMnt at Booibay. 

DIFPSRBNOBS WITH TRB UNITED STATES 

—STATE OF SPANISH AHERIGA. 

Thb dilibrenoes between Great Britain and the 
united states of America stiU remained unedited ; 
and the American minister in L oude n deaMnded 
the lecaU of Jackson the British ambassador, which 
was aoeordingly ordered, bat without any mark of 
oeoeuiPB on h^ conduct. In August, Buonaparte, 
availing bloBself of an act passed by congvess for 
the conditional repeal of the non-intetoourse act, 
declared, ttiat the Beriin and Milan deoeee should 
cease to eperate on the first of Noveodiev; and the 
Ameriean juresUettt issued a proclamation on the 
second of November discontinning all restrictions 
in rdatiou to Firanoe and her dependencies, order- 
Ug, at the same time, that if Great Britain did not 
•evoke her edicts by the second of February, the 
interdict should be enforced agaiost her. 

Such was the onpromisingjsMitG of the diHerences 
between Great Bntaioh end America at the close of 
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tiM year ISIO, vriien a cemmenoeuent iras made uf 
these civil diisentions in Sponisb America, wUch 
afterwards pr o dneed so much bloodshed. Themanp 
nor in whMi these eoboiles were governed by Oe 
mo Aer country had hmg been n subject ef mudi 
disocntant ; but such was tiieir attachment to the 
general cause of Spoiiu that the French usurpations 
~ an ardent seal in its defence, and tiw co- 
rsadily submitted to tiie provisianal govern* 
nts of Old Spain, and sent liberal contoibutions 
for their siqqport. The bad success, however, of 
the measoree adopted by the csntral Junta and the 
regency, led Aem to consider of Uie mesne whereby 
they migbt secure themselves from a French ydle ; 
at the same time that they adgfat, by their own 
eflbrts^ redrees the grievances under wldch tiiey la- 
boured. This spirit first manifested Itself in the 
Srovinee of Caraocas, where the magistrates were 
apoeedf and a previsienal junta was formed for 
carrying on the government upon the principle of 
ftatem&ation and miity with the modier country. 
Similar revdiitions toidL plaee almost sunultaneoualy 
in other provinces ; and on the mneteeOi of April, 
Caraocas, Cumana, Borina, Margarita^ Barcelona, 
Merida, and IVnxiDo, formed a union, under the 
naoae of the American confederacy of Venenuela. 
The principal leaden in tUs levdutlan, while they 
looked forward to ultimate indcpendenee, eoncesS- 
ed tkeir Intentioas at first under a profession of 
warm attachment to Old Spain, and swore allegiance 
tn Ferdinand the seventh, whom they doiditloss Im- 
Ueved to be for ever lost to them : but tfiey did not 
recognise the authority oi the regency at Cadla^ 
which they aflbmed tlie central junta had no itm 
to appoint without first amembHng Oe cortes. .fhe 
revolulionkts were declared traitors, and their perls 
placed under blockade till tliey should acknowledge 
the regency as the legitimate repreeentatives of 
Ferdinand tbe seventh; at the same time the pro- 
mise of an amncstv was held oat fin* what bad paa* 
sod, on condition of future obedienoe. Two partita 
now appeared to divide Spanish America ; the ley. 
alists, who submitted to the regency, and the inde* 
pendents, who Insisted upon govemrog tiiemselves. 
King Joseph also endeavoured to form a third ; but 
he met with very different snoeeM, so general 
was the aversion to the French usorpation, though 
the disientions of the other two parties had for 
mented into the flameo of civil war. The janta of 
Caraccas, desJiwis of knowing what might lie ex- 
pected from Great Biitain in this novel oo^june- 
ture, entered into a oorrespondenoe with dm British 
governor of Cura^oa, who did not heritato to ad- 
mit it, though he fiAit incumbent upon Um to send 
to his gover n ment for bastruetiona. In reply to hie 
application to die ndnietry, Ae eari of liverpool, 
on the twenty -nindft of June, wrote a letter, tlie 
substance of which was, that under dm oUigatione 
of justice and good faidi, his migesty must discolir. 
age ^ery attempt to separate the Spanisli pm-^' 
vuaces in America from mo mother co u n tc yr^e» 
if Spain should be condemned to submit tntki^ yo«« 
of fine common enemy, hie mqjesty would tUaMKt 
Us duty to aflbrd every kind ef aanstanctf ttrHHM 
provinces in rendering them Independent of P nencii '. . 
Spain, and to open in them an asylum to such SpeVJ|[V 
aaaids as should disdain to subnut to their oppiDse* 
sors, where they miglrt preserve the remains of tflte^ 
for dieir lawliil sovereign, should be 



ever recover his liberty. A copy of tUs lettpr bet- 
ing cdmnunlcated to tbA regency, was published in 
allthe Spanish newqMpsrs, as a public declaration 
of the system on whfch the British government 
iutended to act witti lesneet to die Soute American 



A strong suspicion was entertained by the inde- 
pendents m Pangaay, that then ndght be a serret 
negotiation for enforcing the pr e t ens ions of the 
prmcem of BraaD to the whole eooatry between 
the Poranaand La Plata, in exchange far the islands 
of Madeira and St. Catherine : this apprehension 
arose ficom the appearance, in tbe month of March, 
ef a Portegucse armjF, ten th o usa n d strong, en the 
frontiers of the Spanish colonies ; but it was quiets 
ed by a letter firom lord Sbran^ford, the BrMsIa 
minister at tiie court of Braad, to the Bueaoe 
Ayres junto, in whidh any such intentien wasidise' 
vewed. ■ -• • 

KING'S MALADY-REGENCY. 
Hitf m^esty, in consequence, as was snpposed, 
of deep affliction from the solTerings of his yqung- 
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«st teoghCcr, tbe prtneeti AiBe1l% iriitoh teiaiiiMtod 
In bar de«th cm tiM Moond 6i KoTember, wm astin 
attacfcad by the niental malady imdflr which be nad 
before laboured, aad bis adnmced age left no Jnat 
(rounds to hope for bis reooverr. ibe parliament 
stood prorogued to the ibnt of Morember, on whl jj 
day both bouses met, expecting to be fiirdier ad- 
journed ; but the king was not in a state to sign die 
commission, and as the reports of the physicians af- 
forded hopei of hit speedy recoTery, suoeesaire ad- 



}oannients took place, until it became necMsarr to 
appoint a regency ; on the twentieth of Oeceauier, 
tmree resolutions, framed on the- precedents of 
' 1788i0, were proposed by Pereeral, as preparatory to 
tte intkodactton of a bill Ibr supplying the defect in 
the personal exercise of the royal authority. By 
this bill the pxinee of Wales was i^pointed regent, 
and empowered to exercise the royal authority in 
the name of hli majesty. He was, for a specifled 
time, restrained from granting peerages, or sum. 
moning heirs-u»parent, or appiointing to tides 
In abeyance ; luewise nrom granting offices in re- 
version, or for a longer time than during pleasure, 
excepting those allowed by law to be granted for 
life, or during good behaTiour, as well as pensions 
% to the chanceUor, judges, &c. These restrictions 
were to termioate on the font of February, 181S, 
proTlded pariiament diould huTO been sitting six 
wecjcs, and should be tiien assembled. The care of 
his mi^eetjr's person and the dfarection of his house- 
hold were vested in the queen, who was to be as- 
abted by a oouncfl, the members of which were, the 
aivbbisbops of Canterbury and York, the duke of 
Montrose, the earl of Wincbelsea, the eari of Ayles- 
ford, lord fidon, lord Ellenboroui^, and sir William 
<^ant. If his majesty should be restored to health; 
the queen and her council were to notify that 
event by an instrument transmitted to the privy 
oouncil, who were to assemble and make entry of 
k; after which the king by his sign manual might 
require them to assemble, and at bis pleasure direct 
proclamation to issue, when the powers of the act 
were to cease. 

181 l.-~Lambe moved an amendment, that the entire 
loyal power sboold be oonferred i^n the prinee 
of WaJes, without any restriction. A debato en- 
sued, in tiie course of which arguments of a similar 
tendency with dioae used under the same drcum- 
■tanoes daring Pitfs administration were adduced, 
and with the same result, the amendment being 
negatived by two hundred and twenty-four against 
two hundred; tiie smnHncss of which majority de- 
noted a general opinion tiiat ministers held their 
places by a very donbtfbl tenure. Indeed the op- 
position bad every reason to contemplate the es- 
tablishment of the regency as the conclusion of tibe 
existing adminiiitratian, the members of which had 
never possessed the prince's confidence. 

After much diacusnon, the recAncy bOl, by resort> 
ing to the fiction of signifying the king's assent to 
an act founded on tliat very fancapaci^ wbidi dis- 
abled him £mn perfnrming any legislative function, 
foaally passed into a law on the uth of February, 
1811 i and as it was well knovm that the political a^ 
tachments and principles of the prince-regent lay 
on the side of earl Gray mai lord GrenvUle, it was 
expected that the existing administration would be 
diMolved, and tiieir opponents taken into power ; 
but the installation of tne prinee, as regent, took 
place on the sixth of February ; and no arrange- 
ments for a new ministry bad twen made. Hie ma- 
lady of the king, after undersoing freouent and 
great variations, assumed a mum more mud and fo- 
vourable form, and tiie physicians again prononnoed 
his recovery as not fur distant. ThU cbrcumstanoe, 
oomblned with otiters, detennined the piinoe to re- 
tain the presimt ministers, which he communicated 
to Perceval, in a note dated the fourth of February : 
atofhe same time stating, that ti&e irresistible im- 
pulse of filial duty and aflection made him unwilling 
to do a ringle act which might retard bis father's 
gec o v e r y ; and that tills consideration alone had 
dictated his dedsion. He added, that it would not 
be one . of the least blessings which woald result 
firam the restovatfrm of his Majesty, that it would 
rescue the regency firom a sitoation of naexampled 
raibamssiiiuut, a^ put an end to a state of aJikirs 
in calealated, be fes^ed, to sustain the interests of 
thekiagdom in this avrfol and perilous criris, and 
most diAndt to be reconciled to the genuiue prin- 
ciples of the British oonstitutien. 






was intended to be 
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On the twelfth of February the 
ed with the usual formalities; and a 
livered by commission, in the name 
which, aner expressing tiie most imf«sgn< 
on account of the calamity that had 
hton the duty of exerdsiag tte royal antbaxUy» 
gratulated parliament on tiie euooei 
arms, both by sea and land, and 
would be enabled to continue to 
eflfectnal assistance to the braTo natjooe of tfe 
inanla. It was bis earnest wish to brini; the 
sions with the United States of America to a 
cable termination, and he trusted to the npsd of par- 
liament for adequate supplies in («der to bivv (^ 
great contest in which the country wao ^n^gcd to 
a happy issue. Th-> usual addraae was carrsed ia 
both houses. 

A proof of the manner in whidi tiie pitece-: 
regarded his temporary authority was 
oommunieation niade to the house of 
the twenty^rst of February, when the d 
the exchequer stated that his royal 
being informed that a motion was ~~ 
made for a provision for the royal 
dared that he would not add to the burthi 
people by accepting of any addittosi to 
state as regent. Adam stated that the _ 
put into Ids hand a letter from the ebanc^lor of 
exchequer, relating to the intended 
cumpanyin^it with written instructioos, that^shooU 
any nroposition for an establishment be made^ he 
should mform the house (hat his royal highness 
wished to dis6harge the duties of tho t enn wi ra r y re- 
gency without an increase. In case, however, of 
such circumstances occurring aa nd^bt lead to a 
permanent regency, he conceived that the qeestioa 
woidd tiien be opened anew to the conalderatien sf 
his royal highness. 

The commercial dintresses of the nation w e re n ew 
so seriously felt, that the attention of gorcmfneot 
was necessarily fixed upon them ; and on thefintef 
If arch a committee of twenty-one members was a^ 
pointed to inrestigate the state of the 
credit of the country, and to make 
thereon. On tiie Seventh the report 
to consideration, and an act 
the sum of six miltton pounds wan to be ad 
to certain commissioners, for the aaaistaiice of 
merchants as should apply for the 
sufficient security for repayiaent. It might natural 
ly have been supposed uiat, in the midst of aamach 
embarrassment and distreiis, the money voted by 
parliament at the recommendation of the o 
would have been eagerly sought aCbrar, aad 
haosted. Such was tiie case in 1793; die 
however, happened now, and the smns 
were to a less amount than the pvov 
Yet the commercial distr es s es continued to 
during the year and displajed theamelvfle by 
frightinil lists of bankrupts in every gaaetta^ 
amounting to an aggregate of wbldi no former year 
in tiie annals of the country afforded a parallel, aad 
they were mainly attributable to the eSbota of the 
American embargo, to the operation of die Bcrite 
and Milan decrees, and to the aequestralicB aad 
confiscation of British property on the oontincat. 

Hie report of the bullion committee was brought 
under consideration on the sixth of May, when Uot- 
ner, tiie chairman, moved a series of resolntieas 
grounded upon the report, and contending that the 
standard value of gold, as a measure of exchai 
could not possibly fluctuate under any change of 
cumstances, though ita real price was oaqueelMa- 
abiy subject to all tiie variations arising from Oie in- 
crease or diminutioa of the supply; th^bmik paper, 
measured by this standard, was depreciated ; and 
that tiie oonsequcnoe was to render our mrrbinjiis 
with the continent unfavourable, to advance prices, 
to occasion immense losses to creditors, and materi- 
ally to iiyure all monied incoines. Vansittstt, 
■ecretary of the treasury, who took the lead la ep- 
posiag the buUionisto, moved a number of cosalsr 
resolutionB, in which it waadedaredtfaat baakaoles 
were not depreciated ; that the poKtioal aad 
merdal relations of this country with foreign 

were sufildent to account for the uafovo 

state of the foreign exchange, and the high price of 
bullion ; that it was highly important that the lo- 
stnctiotts on oarii psvmenta at the bank should be 



maored whenerer It waa compfttiblo with the i 
pobUc tntero«t; but that to ft& a definite period 
mtMer than that of aAx months after the conclarion 
of peaoe^ which was already fixed, would be hi^y 
inexpedient and dangerous. Tliese discussions 
•eaipML thd house of commons no less than seren 
aights* when the resolutions mored by Homer 
were rejected, and those presented by Vansittart 
adopted by a large majority. Before th^ sesshm 
closiedy howerer, a practical OlnstFation was ad- 
dnoed by lord King, that the anestion was not 
set at rest by this decision. His lordship, in a 
netiee sent to hij tenants, reminded them that they 
had agreed to pay their rents in good and lawful 
money of Great Britain, and as be would no longer 
accept of bank notes at their nominal Talue, he 
called upon them to pay either in guineas or in 
equiralent weight in Portognese gold coin, or in 
bank notes sufficient to purchase, at tbe existfag 
■aarket price, the weight of as much standard gold 
as wouM discharge the rents. Lord Stanhope 
thought this proceeding so mischierous that he tn- 
trodnced a bill into the house of lords, on the twen- 
ty-seTenth o( June, for preTonting the current gold 
coin of the realm from being paid for more than its 
mint raloe.and for pre?eu ting bank notes from being 
reoeiTed for any smaller sum than that for which 
they were issued. Tbe fkte of this bin was rory 
extraordinary : on its first reading ministers op. 
posed it, on the ground tbat such a measure was 
unneoesaary ; but on the second reading they had 
disooTered their error, and the ororogation of par- 
liament was actually delayed ror the purpose of 
passing it into a law. 

The practice of flogging in the army had fre. 
qiientfy been a subject df animadrersion, both in 
and out of parliament ; but thou^ goremment had 
hitherto strenuously opposed the motions which 
bad been made to abolisb it. Manners Sutton, the 
ihdge advocate, when the mutiny bill came before 
the house of commons on tho fourteenth of Marsh, 
introduced a -clause by which a discretionary 
power was giren to courts-martial of sentencing 
to imprisonment, instead of corporal punishment. 
A bin was also passed for effecting an interchange 
of militias between Great Britam and Ireland. 
The /ittention of pariiament was likewise called, 
by Brougham, to the enormities j^ractised by 
captains of ressels and others, who still carried on 
the Afriran slare trade. His proposition, which 
. pMsed into a law, was to render any British siU>. 
jitct who might engage in this trafle liable to trana- 
pottation, mt any period not exceeding Ibnrteen 
years. 

Among die cathoKcs of Ireland an opinion had 
uniTersaUY prei'ailed tiiat the prince was farour- 
aUe to their claims ; and on his investment with 
power, their actirity and seal in promoting th^ 
4rt9ect greatfy mcreased. Among otlier measures, 
tiiey iiad proposed to establish a committee in 
Dnbhn, composed of delegates from each county, 
for the management of their affldrs, which being 
deemed unlawAil, Wellesley Pole, secretary to tbe 
bid-lieutenant, addressed a circular to tibe sheriA 
and chief magistrates of the oounties, reoniring 
diem to arrest aU persons concerned in die electioc 
of snch delegates ; and this letter, being brought 
before pariiament, exdted considerable discussion. 
On the third of March, Pool, baring returned from 
Ireland, stated, in expIanatioD, that the catholic 
committee of 1800 had confined dieir deliberations 
to the business of pedtioning ; whereas the dele- 
gates of 1810 were, .empowered 'to manage the 
cathoUo aflkirs generally ; and that a committee of 
grieTanees, which met weekly, imitated all the 
unas of the house of commons. THe lord-lieuten- 
ant had taken die opinion of thi* great law ofllcers, 
and tbe attorney -general had drawn up the circular 
letter which was issued. The catholic pedtions 
were this session reacted. Not discouraged by 
this defeat, die Irish catholics held a meeting on 
die ninth of /uly, at Dublin, for the appointment 
of delegates to the general committee of catholics, 
when BTe'pefwms were apprehended Ibr a breach 
of the couTention act, one of whom. Dr. Sheridan, 
was tried and aconitted. A new committee of 
delegates met rn tne nineteenth uf October, at a 
theatre, and harinc placed lord FIngal in the chair, 
despatdied their business before tho magistrates 
arrired to disperse them. On the twenty-sixth the 
aggregate meeting was held, when it was resolTed 
to present an humble address to the prince regent 
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The tensation exdted by a bffl introdnoed by 
lord Sidmoudi, for alteiing-the toleratioa act, ean 
scarcely be described. In forty-eight hours, due* . 
hundred and thirty^ix pedtions against it were 
poured into the house of lords ; and when the bill 
came to be read a second time, on the twenty-first 
of May, it was encountered by fire hundred more. 
Such an expression of tte public feeling was not 
to be resisted : ministers themselves, and even the 
dignitaries or the diureh, now opposed the further 
progress of the measure ; and under these dreum- 
stances it was rdected without a dirision. On 
introducing the biU, lord Sidmonth stoted, that, 
till within the last thirty or forty yttais, the tolera- 
tion act had been construed in soch a manner as to 
exclude all persons unqualified, by the want of the 
requisite tslents and learning, and unfit, from the 
meanness of dieir situation, or the profligacy of 
their character, flrom exercising the funetioos of 
ministers of rd^on : but since that period, aU who 
oflbred themselves at the quirtor-sessions, provided 
they took the oaths, and made die dodaradon re- 
quired by law, obtained the reouisite certifleates. 
not only as a matter of course, but as a matter m 
right. In order to remedy this evil, he proposed, 
that, to entitle any man to obtain a license as a 
preacher, he should have the recommendation of 
at least six respectable householders of the oon- 
gregation to which he belonged; and dut soch 
congregation should be actuaUy willing to listen to 
his mstmcdons. Those who were iiineranti wero 
to bring a testimonial, stoting them to be of sober 
life and character, together with the belief that 
they wera qunlified to perform the fnnctiona of 
preachers. The eflfbcts expected from this bill 
were, that improper and unaccredited men would 
have been prevented from ansuming the most 
Important of^ aU dudes, — ^that of inatrocdDg thoir 
fellow creatures in the prindples of rdigion and 
virtue. As it might, however, have been occasion- 
ally perverted to purposes of intolerance, it is bet> 
ter. peihaps, that it was lost. 
• On the twentieth of May, Perceval opened the 
budget for the year. Tho supply voted for the 
pulriic service amounted to about fifty-six million 
pounds, including a sum of two million pounds 
granted to the government of Portugal, and one 
hundred thousand pounds as an eleemusyoary aid 
to the distressed Portuguese. The loan for tho 
present year, he stoted at twdve million pounds, 
the interest on which he proposed to discharge by 
an additional duty on British and fbrdgn spirits. 
He Anrther stoted it to be his intention to impose 
an additiond duty on timber, peari and pet ashes, 
and foreign linens, which, with a tax of one penny 
per pound on cotton wool, imported from the United 
Dtotes of America, he estimated at eight hundred 
and <ixty-six thousand six hundred pounds. Owing, 
however, to the oppodtion made to die prindple 
of taxing a mw materid, the proposed duty on 
cotton wed was abandoned ; and a tax upon hats, 
which had long operated as a bhrdensome and vex- 
atious impost on the fdr trader, while it sunk into 
insignificance as a snlgoct of revenue, shared., tlw 
same late. 

One of the earliest acts of the prince xitgenc, 
after his assumption of the royd functions, was the 
restoration of his brother, the duke of York, to die 
post of commander-in-chief of die army — a measure 
which induced lord Milton topropose a veto of 
censure on the advisers of it. The chancellor of the 
exchequer admowledged the respondUUty of his 
mi^es^s servanto in recommendina the measure 
in question. Sir David Dundas, who had latdy 
filled the ofllce, was ofaUged, by ilfaiess, to retire 
Irom Ito arduous duties, and there was not tbe 
slightest hedtation in the minds of ministers, whom 
they diould »w« wm m ^t>«^ to supply die vacancy : — 
the eminent serrices renderea to die amy by the 
duke of York left them no choice ; and as to the 
proceedings on a former occasion, alluded to by the 
noble lord, they pledged the house to nodiing. On 
this occasion, sevckral gendemen who had, during 
the proceedings in the year 1800, taken part againJi 
the duke of York, did not hedtoto to avow, dther 
diat they bad been formerly carried away by tho 
current of public opinion, or that diey eonsl d ered 
the case, as it now presented itMlf, in a dlArent 
point of view. The votes for lord Milton's motkm 
wero forty-seven; aga&st it, two hundred and 
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olnaky'fbL ; eoMtltiillag • maiwfty of two huiMlred | 
and wrty-nine In faTonr of uo ra-appoiotment. — 
TIm aatkm at large aaeiBed to haTO boen affected 
with a simttar chaage of opinion, and the duke 
reannod bia pool with all the lM»Uty of a public 
linctimiary who had qidttod hla offioe withoat iBk> 
patation. 

Hifl mtimtfB health, in the early part of the year, 
nnderwent Mreral Tariatioaa ; bat in the report of 
tl»B qneen'ii coaneU* made on the sixth of Joly, a 
few days before the prorogatioa of partiament, 
which took place on the twenty^ioiirth, it was 
0ti^d that his health was not such at to enable 
huit' to rciiiiino the oersonal eaeroise of the royal 
fuBctionK 

AMERICAN DISPUTES. 

Th a orders in council not being repealed on the 
seoend of Pefamary, Pinkney, the Amerioaa minis- 
ter in London, was recalled, and had his audience 
of leaie of the prinoe regent on the first of March, 
from which time the Amenean ports were open 
to the ships of France, and dosed against tiMse of 
England. An enoennter which toak(Pl'>M between 
a British aloop of waor, the fsttlMnWt commanded 
by captain Ringham, and ttt- American litigate, 
called the President, nn^er' commodore Bodgers-, 
had neariy prored die signal of open war between 
the two nations ; bat their yespectiTe goreinments 
disavowed the issne of any hostile orders to the 
oemmaaders, and "vere disposed to take no fturther 
netioe of the aflbfar. In the spring, an envoy extniF 
It to the Uuted States on the sub- 



jects in dispute, bat he found it ia^poMibls to effect 
an adUustment without exceeding his iastroctkms, 
by holding forth an expectation thai the orders of 
oooncil would be repealed. On tiw meeting of 
congress in Norember, the pr e s i dent reeoauneaded 
figoroos moasnres of pr6paratioB, both by sea and 
laid, in consequence of we hostile inflexibility of 
the Bridsb cabinet : the finances of the American 
goremment, howerer. seemed but little suited to 
meet the expense of a war; and the ftiends of 

Kace, though outrotad in the legislatire assem- 
es, put some confidence id the prospect of loans 
and taxes to cool the martial «raoar of a people 
unaccustomed, like those of Europe, to acqwiesce 
in such burdens. 

CAPTURE OF JAVA-NAVAL ACTIONS. 

Thb Dnich setHemeats in the island of Java, fkoos 
wUch the moAer country had. in tiie days of her 
prosperity, derived great wealm and consequence, 
BOW de s tined to augnient the prepsBderating 
of Britain in the East, a formidable exvedf 
being fitted out against tficm by lord lunte, 
governor-general of India, who entnuted the oom- 
ttand of tbe troops to Sir Samuel Au A m u ty, and 
a c c o mp anied them In pevsoA. On titie fburA of 
^ugust, a landing was effected about twelre miles 
eastward from the dty of Batavia ; and on the 
«igh^ die dty of Batavia sarrenderDd without 
ffesistance. The garrison retreated tint to Welter- 
aeede, and then to a fortified position or entrench- 
■Mnt which surmunds Fort Cfimelifl. On the twen- 
ty-sixth a general assault of the works was ordered. 
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when the lines were forcad^the fort was <■ 

and the whole of the hostile anny was killad, 

or disponed : Gencnral Jansens fled with 

valry. but he was soon compelled to capit 

and tae whole island of Java snrreudered t 

BritUh arms, — which after this event had 

an enemy nor a rival, from tiie Cape of Good Hope 

to Ctpo Horn. 

In the Italian seas a brilliant aduerement wan 
performed by four frigates, under captain Hoste. 
against a French force of five frigalea, and several 
smaller vessels, with five hundred troops on board, 
destined to ganrinon the island of TJssa. Confidins 
in their superiority, the French attacked the Sn^. 
lish with more than thehr accustomed skill, foUovr- 
in^ up that skill with a coosiderablo share of ao- 
tivit^ and bravery. The unconquerable spirit ef 
British seamen, however, was most brilHazicJy dis- 
played on this occasion ; and the result vas, that 
the ship of the French commander, who fell in else 
action, was destroyed, and two were captured. A 
fourth escaped after striking her colouxs. In tlio 
Indian sea, three French fri^tes, with a reinfarc»- 
ment of troops for the Mauritius, having appeared 
off that island after its capture, Uiey v.Vre punufed 
by three flcigates and a sloop, when one was taken ; 
another escaped after having struck : and the third, 
having proceeded to Tamatava, which had been 
repossessed by the French, was tiiere captured, 
wUh tlie fort and the vessels in the harbour. In 
every direction the enemy's coast was kept in 
contmual alarm ; and in none could his vesselB, 
armed or unarmed, move in safety. 

MEASURES AGAINST BRITISH COMMERCE. 

A son was bom to Napoleon on ttie twentieth of 
April. The andent tide of King of Rome, which 
haid long lain donnant, was immediately r e t i ie d 
fior the young prince, and he was welcomed widi all 
the extravagant adolation usually bestowed on tbe 
heiri of absolute monarchy or extensive dominiou. 
Nothing, however, could for a moment divert tiw 
attention of tte ruler of Franco from his fiivourits 
ol^ect,— the exdnsion of English conunerce from 
tibe continent ; and while tbe French people were 
sobditiiting hone beans for cjoStee, and extracting 
sugar from beet-root and pabn sea-weed, they were 
cified upon to applaud the wisdom and goodness 
which dictated uie exduaion of rohmisl rnoduce, 
and the burning of British merchandise. The con- 
seriptien law was applied to the levying of seaasea 
in me thirty maritime depcrtments, ana the quotas 
liable to serve in tbe years 181S to 1818, were 
placed at the disposal of the nrinister of marine.^ 
At Antwerp twenty ships of die Hne ware oidavi 
to be bdlt, and the basw was rendered capsWe ef 
containing fifty sail. Spanish prisoners were 
ployed in the dock-yards and fortifications; 
men of all countries were collected tos 
About this time it began to be amwrent that no 
great cordiality subswted between Buonaparte and 
the emperor Alexander ; and in an answer to sa 
addrem from a council of ooaunerce, he compUiaed 
that Rosda had not caused his decrees to be re- 
spected ; adding, " I am, sad always will be, 
of the BaWc." 
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Lard WeUlmeton enters Jfpaln^Baltte of Hatammtca-^Captura of Madrid— Betreat af Alttea ta 
Parhgguese Fronrter—Pttruameni attewMad—Tke KIna and the Begent— Overtures to Lords Greg 
and GrenvilU— Assassination of perceoal— Ministerial Negotiations — Blots in Manafaeturing 
IBstricts^Beveal of Orders in Council— Wttr bg AmerieaHS— Proceedings in Parliament— Invasion 
of Bussia b$ Bmonaparte—Batttes of JSatolensko and Borodino— Destruction of Moscow— Disastrous 
Betreat of the French— Invasion of Canada— Actions at 8e«h-Meeting of Partianitnt— Charges 
against Princess of fVaies— Appointment of Vtee-Chaneellor—DeeUtrathn an the American War 
"Treaty with Hwtde^—Proetemngs and Prorogatiam of Parliament. 



8URBBNDER OF TOBTOSA—BAITLES OP 
BAROSSA AND ALBUBRA. 

ON «he Mcond of January Suehet made Unwetf 
master of Tortoaa, the aiege of wUdi was 
truly hooomrable to the Spaniah nama ; and on the 
twenty*flecond Olivenca was taken poaseinjon of by 
Boult, ahnoat withoat being defended. On the let* 
ter day died the aaHaqt and truly patriotic maronia 
de la Romana, in a fit of apoplexy, at Badajos. 
Witliin a month afterwards, am corps, the com> 
mand of which had derolred on general Mendha* 
bel, was totally defeated by Sonlt. 

An expedition sailed from Cadis, under tlM eom* 
■sand ofneutenant-general Graham and Don Man- 
uel La Pena, to attack the French who were em- 
ployed in the siege of that city, and to open a 
communication with the Isle de Leon, in the ab- 
aence of a considerable part of the besiegers' force. 
On the morning of the fiftfi of March,' Uua force, 
comprising a body of Engliidi, Mpaniards, and For- 
tttgnese, arrired on die low ridge of Barossa, about 
lour mues firon the month of the rirer Santi Petri. 
A spirited and suceessAil attack on the rear of the 
enemy's lines at Santi Petri, opened the communi- 
cation with the Isle of Leon ; after which eeneral 
Graham moTod down from Uie position of Barossa 
. to the Tone de Bermesa, about half way to the 
Santi Petri, to secure the oommunicatioa across 
tiiat rirer, orer which a bridge had been recently 
thrown ; but the general, when ho adTanced into 
the middle of the wood through which his route 
lay, reoeired notice that the enemy was adraocing 
towards the beiahts of Barossa, and, considering 
that position as the key to Santi Petri, he immedi- 
ately made a counter-march, to support the troops 
left fiir its defence : before this corps, however, 
could wholly disentangle Itielf from the woods, 
the Spanldi troops on the ridge of Barossa were 
^en retiring, whilit the left wing of the enemy 
was rapidly ascending. To retreat in the tace of 
an enemy superior in numbers, and so adrantage- 
onsly posted, would hare exnosed the allies to 
great danger : relying, therefore, on the courage 
of his troops, an Immediate attark was determined 
on by the Knglish commander, which was executed 
with the utmost bravery, and in an hour and a half 
the French were In full retreat ; but, after so un- 
equal a contest, the allies found pursuit Impracti- 
cable. The enemy lost about three thousand ia 
killed, wounded, and prisoners, including general 
Bellegarde. and many other uBcers, killed, and 
generals Knnin and Rousseau taken, with six 
pieces of cafioon. The English loss in killed and 
wounded amounted to twelve hundred and fortv- 
three, amongst whom were several officers high in 
estimation. Admiral Sir Richard Keats ably se- 
conded the operations of the army, and a small 
body of seamen and marines stormed and dismantled 
tha works of the enemy at the month of the GMida- 
leU. General Graham, finding it impossible to 
proewe suppUea, withdrew the next day across the 




Saati Petri, and MriMMftdtn^A to the Isle of 
Leon. La Pena, who iwi' W amed far hot having 
more eflbctually oo-operaied with the British, re. 
tamed with his forces to Cadia ; and die- French 
resumed tlie bloekade. 

General Massena began bis retreat from San- 
tarem, where he had never found an opportunity 
to engage lord WeDington with any favourablo 
prospect. The vanguard of his lordship, however, 
attacked his rear near Pombal, and drove it from 
its position, on the elevendi of March ; but this 
advantage was much more than counterpoised by 
the loss of Badajos, which, after a vigorous resist- 
ance, surrendered to marshal Soult on the same 
day. Massena. continuing his retreat tiirou|^ 
Portugal, was closely pursued by lord WelBngtmi, 
having been attacked on the fourteenth, and forced 
to abandon a strong position near Caxac Nova ; he 
was also obliged to change the line of his retreat, to 
which he was harassed by the militia under colon- 
ela Trent and Wilson, and was driven from die 
Tierra di Moira. with the loss of six thousand pris- 
oners. General Beresford, on the twenty-fiiUi of 
March, attacked the' advanced guard of marshal 
Mortier, and pursued it to the gates of Badioos ; 
and on the ftfteenth of Avril he forced Olivenca to 
capitulate. On the tenm of the same month the 
Gatakmlans took FIgueras bv surprise, having 
maintained intelUcence with fne ItsJian troops la 
that place. Lord Wellington attacked the rear of 
Massena's army on the tmrd of April, near Saber- 
gal on the river Coa ; and after a spirited contest^ 
the Firench position was carried by the bayonet. 
His lordship wm in turn atta^ed by Massena, in 



his position of Fnente de Honore, on the tliird of 
May, and the French gained some advantage at die 
commencement of the action, which war retrieved 
by die British before night ; the batde i^sa renewed 
next day by die enemy, but diey were at length 
obliged to recross the Agneda, without accoixiplisli. 
ing their object of dirowing a body of troops into 
Anneida. The garrison of that fortress, h^ever, 
succeeded in evacuattog the place, and blow|nff up 
the works, on the night of the tenn of May. nese 



evente established the fame of the British neneral- 
in-chief. Massena, rapidly pursued by tlie EngUsli, 
conducted his retreat in the most able manner ; but 
his route was tracked by the most horrible desola- 
tion ; and he and his followers were accused, by 
the Britbh commander, of acts of cruelty and waa- 
ton mischief which would have disgrace^ a hoide 
of barbarians. 

By the eighth of May general Beresford had in- 
vested Baduos, and repelled, diough with some 
loss, the sorties of die garrison : scarcely, however, 
had he commenced the siege, when intelligence 
arrived that marshal SouH had left Seville, with 
fifteen thousand men, and was marching to ite sa- 
Uef. This information was confiraied on the nl|dit 
Of the twelfth of May ; iaxoaseqaeace of which tae 
English coonnandor isamediately auapendcd Us 
operations, removed the battering canned and 
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atarm to EL^m, «n^^?ing tiaen joined on tbo 
fonrteenth by the SpVUh generals Castanos and 



Blakc, be prepared to meet the enemy. Sonlt, in 
the afternoon of the fifteenth, appeared in front of 
the aUiea with a force of about twenty thoasand 
men, having been Joined inhia march by a corps of 
five thonaand, under Latour Manbourg. The allied 
axmy completed iti dispositiona for veceiTiag the 
enemy on the morning of the sixteenth : it wan 
then formed in two linea, on a rising ground, run- 
ning nearly parallel to the little river Albuera. 
Several of the Spanish corns, although they made 
forced marches, were miable to join the anny till 
the middle of the preceding night. The French 
began the attach, in which Uiey attempted, after 
pushing across the river, to turn the right flank of 
the allies, and to carry the village and bridge of 
Albuera in front ; and they succeeded so ftir as to 
drive from their grousid the Spanish troops who 
were posted on the heights to the right of the line, 
and to occupy their place. In this situation they 
were enabled to keep up a raking fire upon the 
whole position of the allies, so that it became ne- 
cessary to recover it ; and the most vigorous efforts 
were made, with that view, at the point of the bay- 
onet. A dreadful carnage ensued, by which some 
regiments were nearly annihilated; Occasioned, 
principally, by a body of Polish lancers, who broke 
un, unperceived, upon the rear of the right division, 
commanded by lieutenant-colonel Colboum. One 
regiment, the thirty-itet, alone escaped the fnrr of 
this attack, and kept its ground till the arrival of 
the third brigade under m^or-general Houghton, 
who fell, pierced with wounds, mb he was cheering 
his men to advMice. At length, however, the ene- 
my was driven back, with great slaughter, across 
the river. The main attack being thus frustrated, 
that of the village, upon which no impression had 
been made, was relaxed, and the remainder of the 
day was spent in cannonading and skirmishing. 
Soult retired to the ground he had previously occu- 
pied ; and on the night of the seventeenth he 
commenced his retreat towards Seville, leaving 
Badajos to its own defence, and relinquishing 
the care of many of his wounded to the allies. In 
this battle,' though it ended so honourably to the 
allies, the British sustained a greater loss than in 
any action previoosly fought in the Peninsula, and 
its influence wan seriously felt on subsequent occa- 
sions; but the steadiness and gallantry of the troops 
obtained the highest commendations, as well from 
their commander as from both houses of parlia- 
ment; though the generalship displayed was not 
equally applauded, as it was known that Icrd Wel- 
lington was of opinion, that the heights on the 
right should have been occupied by British troopo. 
Shortly after this engagement lord Wellington 
joined general Beresford, leaving his armj, in the 
north of Portugal, under the command of general 
Spencer, and the siege of Badi^os Vf>* re-com- 
menced. The French army opposed to general 
Spencer was now commanded bv marshad Mnr- 
mont, Massena having been recalled to Paris. It 
soon appeared that the French were resolved that 
Badges shotJd not fall, if they could possibly pre- 
vent it; and, in order to enable Soult again to ad- 
vance to its relief^armont detached fifteen thou- 
sand men under Drouet, to reinforce him. Lord 
Wellington therefore resolved, if possible, to gain 
possession of Badges, before the French army, 
thus reinforced, should advance for its relief ; and, 
for this purpose, two different attacks were made 
against it. Bat both attempts were unsuccessful, 
and the siege was soon after raised. 

LOSS OF TARRAOONA AND VALENCIA. 

On the twenty-eighth of June Suchet took Tar- 
ragona by assault, when a most inhuman slaughter 
of the inhabitants took place ; on the first of August 
general Blake was repuhied in an attack on Niebla ; 
and on the ninth Sotut defeated the army of Mur- 
da, in the vicinity of Baxa. On the fourteenth the 
Spaniards surpruied the French In Santauder ; on 
tile nineteenth Figueras was retaken by the French 
general Hacdonaid, after a tedious blockade ; and 
on the twenty-flfrh the Spanish general Abudia, 
was defeated, by Dorsenne, in the neighbourhood 
of Astorga. Lord Wellington formed the blockade 
of Ciodad Rodrigo on the fourth of September ; but 
the French havfaig collected all their troops fhnn 
Ae north and from Navarro, to that which had re- 
tovated lirom Portugal, on the twenty fifth lord Wel- 






lington retired, and his rear was atta^ed bjr 
advanced guard of Marmont. The Infontry, 
ever, forming a square, and p re s entin g a firm 
retreated without being broken. It ia in eud 
tests of man to man, that the superiority of 
and manhood is decided ; and happily the 
was uniformly in favour of British troops in the 
contests on the frontiers of Portugal. G 
Hill, with a division of the allied annsr, by a 
of bold and ddlfal manoeuvreii, surprised aad 
pletely routed a French column, 
general Girard, on the twenty-eighth of 
taking one thousand four hundred priaonen, 
whole of Oirard*s artillery, baggage, and 
sariat, together with the coninbutian of 
which he had levied at Merida. Su^et 
taken the town of Murviedro, and 
castle, which is built on the ruins of the 
guntum, general Blake attacked him on the twenty- 
fifth of October ; but the former was vietorions, md 
the castle capitulated on the twenty-sixth 

Bissed Uie Guadalquiver on the twenty-soxth 
ecember, defeated the patriots, and con 
Blake to retire within the walls of Valencia 
baron d'^roles, on the other hand, had defeated the 
French near Perigeorda, on die twenty-aixtli of 
October. 

181t. — On the ninth of January, the importaBt city 
of Valencia capitulated, with on axmy of eight e en 
thousand men ; by which event three hnndred and 
seventy-four pieces of cannon, and iannense 
xines, also fell into the hands of the enemv. 
commencement of this year was distingu>w^ hy 
the raising of the siege of Tariflh, which had 
bravely defended, by a small garrison of 
and Spaniards, from the twentieth of 
the fourth of Januaiy, against deven 
men, under marshal Victor. On tiie nineteenth of 
January, lord Wellington, who was now in a condl- 
tion to resume offensive operations, carried Cindad 
Rodrigo by assault, after a fortnight's siege, where 
he captured the heavy train of the French armv. 
Mi^or-general M'Kinnou fell, mortally wounded, m 
the breach ; and the loss of mem was considerable. 
On this occasion a vote of the Cortes conferred «a 
lord Wellington the rank of a grandee of Spaia of 
the first class, with the title of duke of Cindad Rod- 
ri^. In tho eaatem parts of the kingdom the pa- 
tnotic generals carried on the war against the com- 
mon enemy with considerable spirit. The Preach 
commander, Montbrun, was compelled to retire from 
before Alicant, after an ineffectual cannonade of 
the fortress, ilie French attacked general Lacy, 
who was posted on the heights of AtafaBa, near 
Tarragona, on the tu'cnty-fourth of January, when 
the patriots eminently distinguished tbcmselres; 
but, overwhelmed by the numbers and disciplina 
of Uie enemy, they were ultimateJy obliged to re> 
treat to the mountains. By the treachery of its 
governor, the town of Peniscola, a place of great 
strength, seated on a bold promontory overlookWg 
the Mediterranean, was soon aftenrarda BurTe»- 
dered to the French. 

CAPTURE OF BADAJOZ. 

Gknbral Ballastkros defeated, near IfalMs. 
a French corps under general Maransin, oo the six- 
teenth of February. On the sixteenth of March 
lord Wellington again invested Badi^oa; en the 
thirty-first be opened his fire ; and, on the sixth of 
April three practicable breaches were made, wh^ 
an assault in the night was determined upon. Si- 
multaneous attacks on different parts of the 
were planned, of which that on the castle, by 
lade, conducted by lieutenant-general Pietoo, 
the only one that succeeded ; and his third dti ' 
was established in it by about half-past eleven. Ia 
the mean time the breaches in the bascione wese 
vigorously assailed by other divisiona ; but the ^ 
sallauts, after six hours hard fic(fating, uid tan- 
siderable loss, were obliged to retire, the ganis aa 
having employed everyimaginable contrivanee for 
repelung the assault. The possession of the castle, 
however, which commanded all the worka, deriied 
the fati) of the town ; and at day-light, on the Ttk, 
general Phiii2>pon, the commandant, sv 
with tho whole garrf^n, which, at the 
of the siege, had consisted of five fbou 
but about twelve hundred had been kHled 

wounded during Its progress, beaideo 

perished fai the assault. This trioBBph compeOed 
the Fkench, who had adraiiced Inte Portagal ti fi» 
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•0 Caatello Braaeo, for pmp«Mt of phmdier, lo 
draw 9lt tte bederiag army from Bad^os, and to 
csoDMiioe a prtocapltate retreat. On the wmtli 
•f the Tafve, oie BritUi caralry under Sir Staprl. 
ton Cotton, defeated the caTahry of Sonk at Viua 
Franoa, on the elerenth of Apru. « 

WELLINGTON ENTERS SPAIN— BATTLE OF 

SALAMANCA. 

All Oe frontier towna haTing thoa frilen ipto 
hif hands, lord 'Wellington determined no longer to 
delay tlie expedition into Spate which he had km^ 
kted. AM a prelimin^, he d i rec t ed Sir Row> 
I BuBL commaut 



delay t 
uedfta 
land Hill, 



who 



commauded in tlie tonth, to 



ondeaTour to deatroy Ae bridge of Afanares. wliieh 
fbrmed the oaly conmranieation lower than Toledo, 
which the French considered a moat important sCa* 
tlon, bj which a great aimy oonU crooa tfael^npia ; 
•nd, anera dilBenlt match of MTon daya, the enter- 
miie waa effected in the moetbillUant swie. Sneh, 
mdeed, waa that general's aocceaa on oerrloea of thia 
natare, that he kept the enemy in contiinial alarms 
On tbm thirteenth of Jnne the allied annylyrokenp 
from tiieir cantonmcnti en the Agnoda, and on the 
aizteonth entered Salamanca. Itie VWach had 
erected in tbia place ihree forti, whUh iwd Wel« 
hoped apeedily to ndnoe : hi* tott attack, 
r, was onaneoeasftal ; and it waa Ibimd ne- 
to wait fur come days the avlval of a bi^ 
tering'train. The enemy hovered nmnd, endear- 
to colhmnnicate with the g airi ao n , and to 
in anppMea; hot aU their attempts were 
frnstrated by the activity of Sir Thomaa OrAham. 
On the twenty-seventh the principal fort 
ed,when the rest immediately snrrendered, 
tbm French aimy took a position behind the Aonro, 
breaking down the bridges-over that river, the paa- 

Bot provided 



.aage of which lord Wellington 
with the means of ferdnff. Horn llanmdnt 
joined by Bonnet, which, wtthotfier reinldieements, 
rendered his force eqoal or superior to that of tiw 
BngHsh commander, and h»oonaeqnently detennin- 
ed to act on Ae offbnrive. After a great variety of 
aUlfal manaenviea on both sidea, MaraMm^ iaspured 
with die extravagant hope of destroying, at one 
Uow, the whole English army, eKtended Ids ttae, in 
Older to enchise the allies within the poritloii which 
they had taken np, near, Salamanca, an error whi^ 
was instantly peroeived and impi or e d by hia op- 
ponent. On the twent y seco n d of Jnly, nearly die 
whole amy beiBg bcevght opposite to dm « 
lefrf an attack was oommeBoed npon that 
Thrae divisions, under gunetials Ijeith,_Gole, 
Cotton, charped in front, while feneral 
innned anomer across the ene m yls iUnk. HiIs 
•higle movement decided dto viotory. The left 
wing made no resistance; tihe Britlsih troops ovetw 
threw every thing opposed to dwm. In the oentre 
tim conteet.waa more obstinate. Urn fourth divl- 
sion was forced tir retreat, 

wounded, and obliged to leave thn fleU; 
r, being reinforoed by ' 
mnchleft 
skUkein their lavonr. The right wing 
theftiteofthetwo 

e of the enemy, waa in 
dm darkness of the nifl^it fovourad tiieir 
even thousand prisoner^ eleven pieces of 
ion, six stands of ooloors, and two eagles, fell 
Into the hands of tiie allies. Haimont lest an arm, 
rely wounded; and the ears of 
of the annydevdved on general 
InklUed, wounded, and missing, the leas 
ef the allies amounted to Ave thousand two hundred 
and twen^, and diat d die unMuy must have bean 
atill gvantar. The Portuguese displayed neat bm- 
itained a heavy leas, their IdDed and 
mntfaig to eighteen hundred and fifty 
tibe ceurse offour years lord WeWng- 
ten had defeated seven of the 



Thus in tte ceurse 



CAPTURE OF MASRIDu-RETREAT. 

. JosxpH BuoMArABTK msrohed from Madrid, on 
the twenty-first of Joly, with about fo ur teen awn- 
aand tnope, to ioin Marmont ; but, receiving Intel- 
ligmiee of hia defeat at Salamanca, he marflied to- 
wards Segovia. Hie alUes pushed forward*.andy as 
.the first oonaettnmoe of their important viotory, oh- 
ssamfon of Madrid on the twelfth of Au- 
, where they took twenty-five hundred prison- 
hnndrud and eighty<«iBe pieces of cannon. 



where he hoped to 
but Soult having united his fofoes 
ichhad 



nfna hundred barreb of gun-powdnr, iwentythiu* 
thousand two haudred and fifly4our asuskets, and- 
large manrioes. Lord Wellington next advanced 
towards Burgos, and made himself aiaster of somp 
of the ontwons; but all his attempts against th« 
casde felled, and heat length raised die swge.allar 
sustaining considerable loss, and commenced a rui 
trogradematch towards the Donro, tlie French army 
having been rainftnoed by all tlie dispooaUe troope 
in the north of Spain, and advices having also been 
received that Soult, Sndiet, and Joeeph Buonaparte^ 
widi seventy dionsand men, were nst appeoaoUng 
the passes against Star Rowland Hill, wito had no 
ideqiiate fene to cppoee diem. Having recalled 
his troops fkom Madrid, and direetad general HIU 
to proeeed nordiward to join him, lord Wellington 
moved «pon Si ~ 
lish JdmiU 

with these of Souham, which 
Buripis, obliged Um to continue Us retreat. On 
die twenty-ftmrth of Noveariwr he fixed his headt 
quartern at Fteynada, en the Portuguese Ihwtler, al^ 
itarly retreat befine an army of ninety thou- 
an, incinding a nuMt efitoient ctv^r3^ against 
he could oily oppose filhr-two thousand. 
Thou|^ unable to maintain himself in die oentre of 
the peninsula, lord Wellington's advanoe had the 
eAot of obliging the invaders to break up theUnea 
of OadliL and evneuate Seville, Grenada, Cocdovi^ 
and all the soudi of Spain. 
. Hie patrlodo oorps had nnmotous skirmishea 
with the French, in whidi they were frequently 
sncoessfal; and the guerillas aba carried on their 
desultory operations with wondarful enterprise and 
eflbot. By a deoree oi the tegency and'the cortesL 
lord Wellmgton was oonatitnted generalissimo of 
the Spanish armies, which excited 

BaDasterus, the Spanish genecaL who 
superseded by the regency m the 
nd of the fourth army. His lordaUp had previ- 
ously bean created eail, and afterwards mmronis. 
of WeOlngtoar-ddes *wlilch he had noUy acquired 
kj hia flngadnot of the peninsular war. 

PARLIAMENT ASSEMBLED— TUB KINO AHI> 

REOBNT— OYEETURES TO LORDS ORET 

AND GRENYILLE. 

PAELUMaNT assenUed on the seventh of Jan- 
uary ; and die speech of tte prince resent^ after 
laBMnting the disappointment of the hopes so con- 



fidendy entertained ~of his waaintf* apaady reeov- 
ary, congratulated parUaaMnt on the skill and val- 
our dismayed by the British army in the peninsula 
of Spam and Porttigal, aa well as qpon die extiiu>> 
denof theeoloaialpoweffoftheenensy In the easts 
and ranolnded with an awnraaoe, en die part of 
the regent^ that he would continue to employ aU 
anoh nwana of conoiliadon, for adjusting the exist- 
ing differsuMS betwuen Great Britain and America, 
as aright be consistent wi&dw honour and dignity 
of his majesty's crown. • 

Hie king's synmtoms had gradually hecome more 
discouraging, until, in the beginning of the present 
year, di^ remained litde hppe of Ids restoration. 
As separate eatabhshmsnts for the recent and the 
king were now necessary, die chanoenor of die ex* 
cheouer pro p oaed that an addhion of seventy than, 
sand pounds per annom should be made to die civfl 
list out of the consolidated fimd ; that the king'a 
establishment, the annual expense of which was 
estimated at one hundred fhi?nraTid pounds, riiould 
be placed under the control of the queen, who 
would have the care of hia person ; diat ten thou- 
sand pounds per annum be added to her mj^iest]r'« 
tncome ; and that a oommisalon of three persons 
■hould be appointed for the management of the 
Ung's privats property. These proposidons wero 
agreed to, aa was a bul, by whlea the sum of one 
hundred thousand pounds was voted to the prince 
regent to meet die expenses consequent on his as 
sumption of the royal andunity. A grant of nine 
t h ousan d pounds per annum was Hksiwise voted to 
each of die princeMos, in addition to four thousand 
pounds payable from die dvil list. 

On die thirteenth of F<liruary,when die regency 
restrictions were on the eve of dieir tarminadon, 
die prince addressed a letter to the duke of York, 
exp^ressing his approbation of the conduct of min- 
isters, but Indmating a wish diatsomo of those per- 
sons with whom the early habits of hb pubUo life 
were fermed would strengdien his hands, and con- 
stitttts a part of hb govenmant Two days aftet 

Za 



9i4 



•iK> dAl9«f «U* Iflttar. IcflOt «r«y Md OrenvSIlo, to 
whom Ite 4»k» ot York kftd» m cwmiHiiiMTo with 
Mk9 reqiMf t of tlM piinoo vogent, ooaawnicatod 
lontiineoli, add r wwd a reply to kto rosral hlch- 
in wUob tlMv ex|raMe«L on pvUio ffroanda 
, the iaqMMiMUty of fbcttr nmting irtch tiM 
oBistiiig goTomaieiU, tiMir differoBoef of opnioa 
wnhwiring olnMt all liio iw>ii«t fMtarai of Iho m- 
poKey of tlw ompiro. On one ovli^oct tkeir 
iti wora otpeoaUy at Tastaneo : llioy wwra 
■o ibarfy nMwanatid of tho nor— tty of a <^tal ohanga 
in the aystaai of gotaniinf Iraland, and of Iko lai- 
— - ' 4rf ||M»e cirll *' 



HISTORY OV GREAT BRITAIN. 

niaa aptionf, batotimulAted to tlit 



«4iioh 00 laifo aportion of Ihopeopla laboaiad, an 
aeosont of ttoir vdicioBa nfiniiBM, UkaJt to reooni* 
Band to varttaiaent tfiat repeal weald be the fliet 




to parHaiaant tfiat repeal weald be 
I wUoh tbey woaU fbal it their daty to 

to hie royal Ughnaee. AH hopa of ionahif an 

tended ■flniiafilialiiin was titeee fai a at an and. 
lite BMnietrr now c oneie t od of terogartloe j at Aa 

bead of one or which was Pevce^ 

the nkarqnie of WeBceley, 

politloal : the high andeepnng vftewa af the 
oali wonld net pennit Urn to lene ander Paroofal, 
OmhiA he had no ol^aetion to earva with Um. or to 
eerre andaralthar the aail of Moka or kMd HoUaiid; 
and when Itappaared that tlie rea< 
Una* Paroaval at the head of hb 
q^rerigned his olBcc , and 
nOTHtftnaait wave tntasaMraad to 
On tha.i^etoantfa of Maeeh hwd Boringlan 
to the ptii 



thaaoaleoft^ 



»erflee 
dlK 



«« 



taatay can forth the anHre 
af tfw awHuil Ungdea^ aad aflhnd to his royal 

af oondneting ton en 
in which wwra fairahrad the 
..^.,, ««..,», «»« ppoep o rtty of the 
8ail Gray stntod the polnto on which lord 
aadfahaself had deolinad a anion with thi 
anBnBnshratlQn) wUchy ha 
axpress prindnle af iiirfstonee to tiia 
rtanai; apeinclpla londlypeoclatanadby tliapatean 
at ito headi taa the mMuant haqaitted thaher to 
taka a share in poUtlcal Ufe; aad where ha led, flie 
nrt wareoUimdto follow; , With respect to the 
<lis|mtes with AaMcioay 
the piiaoipla ee weD an^ 
Bmte, that, "as wa oaght nafir to go to 
a pnAtahla wrena, ea wa anght never to go to 
for an nnprefttaUe right." On nuJdngbiaki 
n legal tender, an impsswiMe Una af sapsaaHon 
iRen DOvwean annenn vwpreBenvnnnHwy { sna ae 
to the war in *a paninsals. It was Ms wiA that wa 

withoat havtag eena laiUlary aatherily w to ito 
probaUa fasah. He eoajglei aad af an laisniiiMit 
eaparatoinBQeneevahfaidwiattronay we anletonea 
9i which was denladhyievd Mnlgrava, who aaawad 
tta hostility of ministefs to Iha 'OathottD alalaie, 
wfcidi wasassnBMd. hytfwaaflaf lloiia,asasa|C 
fldant reason whylBayoai(l(t to ha latoaead. The 
motion was neganrada * 

48aAnullATION OF PXRORVAL^ 

TBI power of the adadolstntion appeared now 
more flnaly estiUbhad than erer, wnen It was da* 
privad of ito leader by a truncal aad axttaordinary 
crent On the eleranth of ifay, as Peraeral, cfaaa- 
cellor of the axdieqaer^ was anterhig the lobby of 
the house of ooarawns, a nan, named 7obn BeOmg- 
ham, ehot him throa^ the heart. He stsf^ercd, 
felly md in a few ndnntes e xpii a d . Tbe ififlniw, 
who made no attempt to eseapep was examined at 
tile bar of the hoose of commons, where It was ap> 
preheaded that this was only the flmt act of a deep 
and extensira consplraoT; bat it won i^ipearea 
that tfie act wu merehr ui rerenge of a supposed 
prinute injury. BelBngBam hariaa, in a commerdal 




isn governmanx was Donna to procure aim 
it» reftutal to taka any ooanianca of his 
case made such an impressiea on hw mind, oonsti* 
tationaUy disposed to dark maUncholy . that he la- 
aolred to make a sacxiilee of some oonsmcuous mem- 
ber of tbe Eorerament. On his triaf^whlch took 
place four days after the conmdtfslon of tbe deed, he 
diq|»layod great self-possession, yet his sanity was 
mrolted In doubt ; he discorered intellectual pow- 
ers capable of disoemhig all the tendencies if hu- 





n«ss by an acate leose of reel or supposed 
whidi he claimed the right of arengias 
admitting tbe act, denying mafice towarda f 
dedariag he would ralber have shot lord G««ri 
the late smbesssdor to Rassia, and atta: 
palliation rather Chan a defence, he was 
and executed on the Mondav ioltowing. 

The day after the assasamation « P( 
mesaalpa was sent dawn to pariJanenthyt 
regent, expressing tiie wuh of his royal 
that a smtaUe provision should he 
fomily. ▲ great of two thousand 
was aooordingty conferred on his 
sum of filW taoasand pounds voted to 
dnldsan. It was afterwards piupnsaiL 
to, that the annuity of lire. Perceval shoaM, 
dnaise, descend to her ddest son. 

In private life few men wore aaore 
laspectad than Perceval. On qnittiog 
ha pawned the study of the law, as a pt<a 
antesiag parUameot, in ITM, he ni 
to the pistttics of Pitt ; but he 
tiagaishedas apnhlic speaker till he 
minister. Bis talents wece not 
chaacelkr af the enehaquer, he dkylayed 
able akiU in angmantiitf the paUic 

Bsneaditava* His ad^ 
however, can only be attiibnted to hb 
an theCatholio faaelion, at a time win 
of parliamentary tdent» thoagh a 
her, was in ' 





MINISTERIAL NBGOTIATIONS. 
of fhavaoanoy 



af 
livaqMoltothe 
bat Hwy deoliiwd to 



WaUaaley aad 




in^palni 
Melville, he 

they alaa dedkiad hia 
iiiarn ■iMra-ansaft e iwa nl semi mw ai m ! 
vpith thaa^ and it 

Id be bseaght to aiKve««ye i« 




of the 

to iiaatiliiiii the 
Load Sidmauth was 




af the COMMA and ITs 
eaUer of the eguhaqner. 

RIOTS— RBPB4L OF ORDERS IH COVHCIIr- 
WAR DBGLARSD BY Aif»i^|4i4 

ToWABiM the aleee of MU a epirit of itot a^ 
hisabenMnatloa had manlfailril itaSf te Ike eea«* 

af Noltin|(haaa, whieh, to the comwa af the pnaaS 

fear, OKtended to the neighhonriny 

as seme d eg ree pervaded ai the mam 

Mote of ingjmid. The avea 

eMeotef the Insofanto, who 

of Ladditos, was ttm deamtiii 

af machinei^, the use of wUoi 

report of the secret ooaamittee ^melnted hy poriia 
ment en the eu^ieat. aMll waa hisaghl into the 
house <n eoannons, wUkdi made it a m^taledbaaa' 
to administer iBcfgal oalhs ; and the power ef the 
trates. In tlio Jlstiiibed distrioli, was ecm^ 



derably enlarged. 

spring and the < 

Were ^sued to tin^ *ae 
took place 
id, of ttw eai ' 
td two at 

the law. In 




OBOaOB IIL ITIO^ftW. 



', andiad raMral wimnm i aadamortt eAq»ent 






of llMdklnM of the 



ibd 



, intoA to tho 

connea ; oaA mm thotwonty* 



r«i 



Hm 90W miaioleri at 



rapoolof tbe 
r.|fiMof 



IxUkB 

from iho Briaco vofoat oppoorod in thm Lo». 



of thli 



wi^ ttiopiofiMK Aot if, oltec Ao 
by Iko Br ~ 




litiih 
t of tlio Uailed Statoo ■hoolA 
Mo irtortktpry aolo afaiool Biidah 

ohooUboaal 
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of Mbii»to*OA oompaiod 
witift popvialkMir My acooaats pffoduM4 oboat «hli 
tiaM, k aypoaioa ttaot, during eloven yoan, fnw 
in§ to IfM, tkm avorego vMatity of giaia impottod 
was Hfioliaadrot and aiaty-ftMr ttMnMOMl, oao haa- 
dxod «ad ftfftymffoo qaavtan ; *oao irm tolTW 



tlio Ivadget, vblch bad booB noariy anaagod by 
PoMml boftMO Mo 4oa«b. Ao oomobM of the 
hortalodat 

flfly llibaMBdibt 
for Gnat Bitaia. 
I, ho aright oay 
a tenlUo oKtont'of ehargo; bat groat oo It wm, 

1^ ivora fltU oqaid ta It : 
by aa omnnioratloB of the wayo and aoooi^ ho 
~ a looott of Mty4?e milUaa throo hondiod 
and ninoty thonoand fomx hnadxod oad iKty 
Boaado, taiofaidlag a loan of f ft o o a militon m 
Boadrod aad fifty ^o aiaa d ponado. la the eowrao 
of the year a fonaor 
to the aaMMBit of 
Olghty«ino AonMnd iix 

Ato poando whkb, added to the now one, aad to 
the oadioquev UDo foadod la IU%, »aafd aa aa- 
Baal intoroot of one BiOHon aino hnndrod and firo 
thomand nine bnndrod and tvonty'ftrav poando ; to 
nrairlde Ibr which, ho y ropoood to diMOUtmno tho 
fwonty on the exportation of printod goods, and to 

Ihlioo - -■ 



iaeooaw the dndeo oa toaaod 

9, nloa by aaeti'm, pootage of lotton, and oo^ 
1 taxoo, the aggrraaie aaaotf ptodaot of whioh 
he ootfaBptod at one mulbm Bino haadved and thvoo 
ttwaMBd poando. Tbat on leather was otroBglyop- 
pssed, bat tho eattare badgot Moeived tho saaotion 
«f tho parliaaeat. 

The aiftoeates of the eathoUo ea««o yaeo ly ed to 
O B p ool agate to tho legislataro; and Coaalng,oB 
the toMoatyHMOond of Jnae, propoood a i es olmiua , 
thoit the hoase. early ia the BOKt soitiaa of partta- 
asoBt. would take faito cearidotattoa tho laws allbci- 
tag Ms m^estys Boomb oathelio sali$octs4a Oraat 
Britain and Ireland, wltfi a idow to a final and oob- 
eSlatory a^jostaiont. Thia aottoB, whkb was snp- 
poi«ed by lord Cwdoroagh, was ooirled by a tm. 
iotttf of two h aa df od and twanty^To aganot one 
haadrod and sia; aad a sindfav reoolotion, aaovod 
hi the lords by the marq^iis WoOo^ey, on the 
first of Inly, was sapportod by one hnndrod and 
fwonty-flvo, and ewpoood by one handled aad 
twentj-six Toices. Of the royal dokes, two TOtod 
on one side, and thrfhe on tho ether ;eTen the bench 
9i bUbopo was divided, three of them TOting for, 
and fifteen against, the pledge toooniidor the sid>- 
A Ml to extend aad oooaro the privileges of 



was Introdaood kv lord Casdereagh 
on the tontt of Jnly, and ev>iod ; by which it 



pr u p o oe d to repeal eevtain intolerant otatnteo, and 
to amead others, roiaiiag to roHglono worship 
and asooBobUes, and to persona preaohlag or teooh- 
iBg tberefai. A bfll fbr l a ip r o f ln g dae eoclesiastical 
ooarti la Baglaad also f o o o l ve d we aanction of the 
lofildatote. 

KetaiBfl nnder tho popolatloa aet paased la the 
iHt soaslOB were laid before parl£BBBeM% from 
wMeh it appeared that, ia Great Britain, the total 
popalatlon in IMl, wos ton mttlioB Ibnr hondred 
and seronty-two thoosand and Ibrty-oight, and, in 
Mil, eteren million niae hnndro d and eleron thou- 
sand six hondrod and finrty-foor; Binking an in- 
oreaoo of one vdlHon foar hnndrod and tmrty-nino 
dMmeand fire hondred and ninety-eix residents, 
whidi, added to the number serving in the araiv 
and navy abroad, made a total increase of one wA 
lioa six BUidred and nine thonsond, fonr hnndreB 
ahioty-eight penons. These resoHs rovircd 



one qwvieos ( voaa I1W t^\U% Ia. 

IP of seareity, one aiiMsn iiar haa- 
dred and ooveaty one thoosaad aad throe qoarterSb 
Tho average poEiDOO were Ihkty ohilllBgs pee qs 
hi the first period, Ibrty shflHaga in tho ooooad 
sixtTshilllnga in tte third ; anddarinr tho hwt 
not loos than finor viillloatwe haadrod aad seveaiy- 
one thoasaad pomds woni eat of the oonaar y to 
pnrchasesQotooaBoo for l«s ishoUtaath 
JTho tot for prohibitiag the grant of oAooo ia re- 
virsiiB woo renewed <br two yeors. Abill woo also 
iattodacod fiir abolishing sineenre oAoeo exeoated 
by depaty, bv which mo ofltee of pavmaoter lof 
widows^ pensiona was done away; and ue rogeufk 
ooBfidential servant, eolonel M «MahoB, on whoas It 
had boea veooatly oo a f o nrod, altiioiqth die oommli- 
sfaBWO of piddle aooooats and mlUlary inqahry had 
hmg slBoe reported the place aooae of those sino- 
wUoh ought to be abolished, woo appointed 



keeper of the priTy pnroe, OBd prirate sutftf tai'y 
tohlsr ■■ 



royal Ughnc 
on the latter 



wgges t ie n of 



WOboilbrae, that the stf ary shooM be paid oat of 

parse, was adopted. An aet 



Am regents 

Hlrowiso pooled, by which jpaymento of baak notes, 
Ib or oat of court, were declared lopal, to the efibot 
of ota^iog OB arres t, and Ho pvonsiona were ex- 
toBdod to Irehmd. 

In April, whea B uo B apiH i i woo meditatfag a war 
agaiaot Bassia, ho auide tfuwtawi o for peace wifli 
■o^aad, aad a correopoadoBoo took place UMnOie 
s id u s u i , which tonainated UBsa cees s ffa lly, after the 
latershaBge of asln|^ despatch, Baonaporte having 
domaadod as a preaadnary, tho rocogaltioB of the 
Ooonlcan dynasty in Spain. No notlM of dda cor- 
kce woo taken inpaiBamont before the 
of July : on the thiitlodi parttameall 
ptoragaed ; and on the fwonty^dnth of 8e«- 

' m 



INVASION OF RUSSU BY BUONAPARTB* 
DBSTRUGTION OF MOSCOW— RBTRBAr O^ 
THB FRENCH. 



ToWABDS the dooe of the year MM, Boorfa by a 
pahUoukooe oltered her co niMer o l ol system, wMbh 
£b the opfeolon of the despot of Fnaoe was oqarru- 
leat to a dodaratioa of war agaiast hlau In Feb- 
raory 1811 five divisleBs of tte Rassian army moTod 
from dko Donabo to Polnad : Alexander, who ban 
been prov<Aed by Ae solsBro of the datohy of 
OldoBOurgh, oa ao other pretenoo dian that of con- 
venlonce, pnUlshod a piotest which annihilated tl«e 
treaty between FVance and Bnsola: Napoleaii 
thermro, propored to lavade Bassia. The ob- 

toct of the mTodor was great ; and the amy whhfo 
le asoembled for the adhievemont of that olijeet 
was hi ftdl proportion to its magnltade. 'Ihe- coa- 
federadon of me RUne fbrnisliod one handred and 
eighteen dmuoond six hnadred and dghtv-two men ; 
Prossia was compelled to oDow her whole military 
fofve to be e mp lo y ed ia this war against her own 
independence ; and a conbngent ofthirty thoosond 
men was fnmisfaed by Anstria. Acoonliag to a 
statement ti tho earl of lirerpcdl, the nmnber of 
the Vrtnch army, pinfvionsly to its entrance on die 
Rossian tonitoiy, was not fass dian diroe hundred 
dad sixty thousand men ; and in assembling this 
immenso ftiroo, much time was necessorfly employ, 
ed. Buonapoite left Paris and arrived at Dresden 
in May : he dedarcd war against Rassia on the 
twenty-second of Jane : and having croosed the 
NIemen withoot opposition, he entered Wihia, die 
capital of Russian Poland, on tlie eighteenth. The 
Rnarian pUn was that of sradoal retreat before tte 
invaders, moUag a stand only iu favourable post- 
tions, and trwting to die increasing dWenltles of 
odTonco, and tho inclemencies of die seasons, to 
stop their career. On die twenty^nindi of JnW, 
after varions movements, Buonaparte entered Wit- 
epsk; on the sixteenth of Augnst he adranood 
towards Smolensko, where the Russians were post- 
ed in groat force ; and, after a furioos contest, ia 
which tho Invaders were diroo times repulsed. 
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HI8TORT OF OaS^T BRITAIN. 



hoy vntans Ipc ciMji wfelili «My nnmn vvmUif 
Ad in minsi alwwit tiWhi p wi od IIm TsConn fOB#> 
il JLutwoff WM called Rom l et ii e ii wat to take 
be ebiflf nemuiend, ineteed of ceBenl BefelaT de 
'olM, who had ineuCTed eeneore for re tr e eUu ginmi 
Imolenako : oa theotherhand, Bwmaperle ewitttad 
> attack Iha Rqaiaiu on thor manh tnm Brno- 
make to ranaaa the DnMoer. On the aevvntih of 
leptember, he fimght the bloody battle of BoradtBO. 
thenriae of Moakwa. in triiich two hmndrad and 
venty-ftfe 



Umiana veaDKined aaaaten of die 



ne 

bat the 
iotory waa daimed by both anaiea. On ea<A aide 
be loM in killed and woonded waa not leaa than 
>rtyftimiiand. Notwithatanding fliia aeyere dieek, 
berrench anceeeded, eftor a l^le akimiaUng, in 
ntering Moaeow, whete they hoped to have iwiind 
marten for the winter ; bat the gOTemar, eoont 
Coatopchin, hapd determined on one of the greateat 
•criBoeo recorded in hiatory : and, after the paln- 
al operation of withdrawing mnn their homaa two 
inndired thonaand homan beinga, the only meaaore 
rUch coald diaappoint the enemy waa r eaort e d to, 
ad tiie deatracoon of tiie ancient cuital of Baaaia 
>y Are waa ao completely effected, net aoaroely a 
aath part of ttiat extcnatre city eacaned. The 
^!randi troopa entered Moaoow on the nmrteelitib 
if iSeptember* before die flamea had readied tihelr 
leight, and oontinaed to oecniy theraina ontil the 
•aaemblage of fteah bodieo of 'atoaafan troopa, and 
he approadi «r winter, began to prore the danger 
it nrolonging their atay— daring wlilch Baonapnrte 
oideaTonred to impoae on Earope b^ lying bofletina. 
Boonapaorte, after haTing in Tarn offered peace 
o die emperor of Roaaia, commenced a retrograde 
BOTenent on tlM ninefeaenth of October ; from, 
rhidb period the retreat of hia army towarda die 
rontien of Poland waa onlv an unbroken aeiiea of 
lefeata and diaaatora, aiiaenea and deatha, witlioat 
i parallel in tlie annaia of the worid. Firain die 
ime of hia croaaing the Nien^n to that of the 
ucilTal of the wretehed reauutnt of hia army at 
Molodetachinot diree hondred thoaaand human bo- 
na, French and Boaaiana together, not indoding 
do, and wounded, were aaorifioed to the guilty an^ 
ittion of one vtvk I Of the immenie French force 
vhich inraded Rowia, not one hundred thouaand 
sould be muatered at the cloae of die campaign I 
-4b reality, at Moaoow, wliere Buonaparte declared 
lie campaign to be terminated, it waa only begin- 
ning on the part of Rnaaia. Bnonaparte did not 
remain to witneaa ^e laat acenea of die tragedy ; 
lut leftfing hie men to periah by the awovd M the 
iBBUpy, by famine, or by iroa^ he literally fled in 



Hagufte nom Smbrgony to Paria, where he aciired 
m the eighteenthof Becendter, and waa the herald 



>f hia own diaoomflture, intimating that France 
HTould now be more in need of hun than he of 
Prance. Hia name and preaenoe, llowerel^ were 
itiU terrible; and he proceeded, widiont mar or 
Daeroy, to drain the population and reaouroea of 
France, in order to appear again in the field. 

Rdaala exerted heraelf in die caUnotaa well aa in 
irma : in the oourae of the year ahe effected peace 
with Britain, with Swedan, with Spain, and with 
rurhey. To Britain ahe gare die moat aubatantial 
proof of her alncerily, by dbmrgtuu her widi the 
protection of her naval uRcee, wmf^ waa aent to 
wSntar in the BngUah portib : 

INVASION OF CANABA-hACTIOI^S AT SKA. 

Ambbioa, aa already adLted. dedared war againat 
England on the eighteenth of June, but the British 

STeniment did not reaort to the same measure 
I the thirteenth of October, in the hope diat the 
repeal of the orders in counol would hare induced 
the Americana to reroke dieir hoatile declaration ; 
Oieir conduct, howerer, betrayed ao much partialis 
for die Frandi, and ao much dislike of the British 
rad ot thdr naral pre-eminence, diat. although Ifae 
latter goremment displayed aa muoi condEation 
as Omb axtraordfakary nieasurea of Buonaparte would 
lUow, die different nirit in which die most equlTo- 
cal conceadona of me French were recetred be- 
trayed such a dedded fooling of hoatility towards 
Bnglaad, diat war could no longer be aroted. By 
land the iirst efibrta of the Americana were direct- 
ed againat Canada, which was inraded by general 
HuQ, with an little aklD, diat on the sixteenth of 
August he surrendered his entire army, condsting 
af two thousand Uto hundred men, with thirty-three 
piesea of ordnance, to an inferior force of British 




ladlaBa, 
Mi^bof October a 

f^ ^fi^ fnpf 011 Canada, 

hundred priaoners bdng 
ddwr killed or wmmded. 
waa rery aUJ^ wHh 
Brock, who waa killed w1 
before the engagement 
die Americana we« 

tube aacribed chiefly to 
riority of their frigatea. In 
number of men. Their adTantace, in the 

oftheiauetilerebyfoeConadtBtton, '- 

in an acceasion of fome,— for tke 
bamt ; but. in thdr anbaequent crata 
oadonian, the priae waa carriedp<ai a 
into an American port. Their pn 
nuBMioaa capturea in the Wcat fndiea 
were much oenaured by the oppoaition for n 
of foreai^t. in not being prepared with a 
fident naral foroe to contend wid& the ' 
and aereral ahlpa of the line weto 
dared oat. 

The naval force of Franee wua in ae 
atate, diat acareely any difof remained to be 
In February, however, the Victattoua, of 
four gone, captatai Talbot, took the BiroU, e# 
tywfour guna, in the Adriatic. In March, I 
aario aloop, captain Harvey, in oonpaAir witi 
Grifffan, drfoatad a Franch flotilla of ttfarto«n 
six of u^ych were destroyed or ~ 
and in May, the Northnmbeilaad, captain 
doati'oyod two F^endi nigatoa 
battertoa of the Ida of Groa. 

In the Bast Indiaa, tlw atrong foiU eaa of 
pitulated to a Britiah faire, under 
U ; an expeditien, fitted out nt Batavia, 





cund 



againat Palambang. waa oomptotdy 
auQitary foree em^yed in ft after 
the anitan of HjnoiartB. ; and a treaty of 
waa condnded between Ofuat Britain and 



MESnNO OF PARLIAMSNT— CHARGES 
AGAINST PRINCESS OF WALES. 



Tbx new parilament assembled 
fourth of NoTeBsbar, when die h 
unanimoudy re-deoted Abbot for 
and on the thftrtledi the prince regent, 
time, delivered a a p eech from die thrna ., « 
of wliid& were principally the pelltieal and 
occurrenoeaoftheyear. Alluding to the 
lar War, Ua royal falghneaB 





.ia 




ance on the detanninadoB of parttament te 
every aid in aupport of a conteat, 
given to the continent of Europe the 
persevering and auecemfd reaistanca to the 
of France. On die usual aaotion for an 
die houae of lords, the marquis Walkisley 
review of the past Spaniah campaign, and 
that die ayatem adapted by miniateia 
without prudence, and narrow without 
profose widwut the fruits of eoqieiiditare, and 
witliout the benefito of teution. Lotd t l f ipee l, in 
reply, dwdt on the great exeitiana which had 
been made, and tibe addrassaa were voted In both 
hooaea wineut a dhriaion. 

One of die first Ubeasnrea of Aa new poiliamaBt 
was dm grant of two hundred thonaand pouada to 
the auff^rwa in Ruasia by tbe invasion of that 
country. The aum of one hundred ' 
was also granted to lord Wellington. 

For a Inig period no suloect of a domeatic 
had fixed upon die public mind widiao much foroe 
aa the diacord and alienatiim u^iloh had, for yeava, 
subsisted between the prince regent and his U l u e 
trieus consort. The cause of theae diaaentiena It 
would be perhapa impooaible to trace; but that 
diey origtoated at a period ao eariy aa thefint year 
of die resideace of die princeaa of Walea in thia 
country, and that they were of anch a nature as 
afaaoat to diaadve the marriage contract, ia 
from a correapondence whidi took place bel 
those illustrions personagea la the year 17Mb 
marriage was solemaiaed on the eighth of Apri^ 
1709 ; the birth of thdr only child waa an the ae- 
venth of January following ; and in Ap«il, In dM 
same year, the princess was informed, by a message 
from toe prince, conveyed dirougb the *»<»^<— » of 
lord Chofanondeley, that die interooune betweoB 
them waa, in future, to be of the moat l es tiicd ta 
nature— in foc^ diat a separation as to all ooajugal 
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tw 9f9r, to take 
nBffMBait the brinoMi ezpieseed 
3>9M1m ooiMMered Uie rabjeet of 
to rest BMvely on Tofbel 
ion; ttK, iii eompUanfee wMi lier re- 
plmtmvn of his royal UtltaeM was com. 
I h» wridDf . In IMS, when the royal 
;h#«n Car Mnne yeart Uring in a state of 
■•futlthm^ the dnke of Bnmes. iniSmned the 
Mnee, that 8ir John Donglas had made known to 
Ina lome eiroinnotances renootinf the behaTiovr 
of the iiifubum, which nighi; if trae, not only aHfeet 
tte honoor and pea«o of mind of his royal hicfanesB, 
hat also the sneeassion to tibe throne. Bw John 
and Lady Donglas having made a formal deolfera- 
Hon of the charges they cboogfat nroper to adrance 
•gainst the princess of Wales, this declaration was 
•obaritted fyy die' prince to lord Thurlow, who gare 
It as his opialon that the matter most be referred 
to the king. In oonseooence of this opinion, and 
some fcrtfier examinauons, a warrant was issued 
hyhls m^esty, dated the twenty-ninth of If ay, 
1W6» direeting and anttiotiiing lord ErsUne, as 
lord efaanceHor- lord GrenTille, as ftrst lord of the 
treasnry— earl Spenoer, as obe «tf his maies^« 
prinoipia secretaries of state— end lord Eotonbo- 
rongh, as eUef-Jastlee of the coort of king's bench, 
to inqnire Into tlie trath of the said allegations, and 
to report to falm thereon. Tliese commissioners 
irst examined on o«di tlie principal ialhrmanta. Sir 
John Douglas, and Charlotte, Us wife ; who both 
poeitiTely swore, the ftnrmer to his baring obserred 
ihte Ihct of the pregnancy of her ro^al highness ; 
and the latter, not only that the hsd obserred it, 
Imt that her royal hi^incas had not made the least 
serapto of talktag abovt It with her, and describing 
tiie stratagems she meant to resort to in order to 
avoid detection. Lady Douglas ftarther deposed 
Awt, m the year IWt, the princess was secretfy 
deliTered of a male child, which had been brought 
up in her own house, and under her own inspection. 
im this part of the inqui^ the commJssioners re- 
no RKBuda' 



mnrtad, mat there was no feondation whaterer tor 
MHerins that die child livteg with the princess was 
the child of her royal highness ; nor had any thing 
appeared to them that could warrant the belief 
at she was pregnant at any period within die 



eo mp ass of Aefr inquh^. That chUd was, beyond 
an doubt, bom in the^rownlow.street homittu, on 
the elerenth of Jnlyr IMS, of the body of Sophia 
Avstin, and was ikrst brought to die princess's house 
in tbo month of Norember IbDowing. As the de- 
dtarartoBs on which the commisslonen had been or- 
dered to inquire and report eontalnedoiherparticn- 
lars respeedng the eo&auet of her royal hui^ess, 
which must necesserfly giro occasion to rery nn- 
fliTearable inpressions, they proceeded to atate diat 
several strong dreumstances of this description had 
been positiTMy sworn to, by witoeases who could 
■ot, in their judgment, be suspected of any unftiTour- 
able bias, and Whose Toracity, in this re s pect, they 
had no ground to question. " It appears, there- 
tore," conttened tte commissfamcra, ** that as, on 
the one hand, the tact of pregnancy and delivery 
are, to our fltfads. aatiitactonlfy diqprored, ao, on 
dw odier, we tUnk that die dreumstances to which 
we now refer, particularly those stated to have 
nassed between ner royal hichness and captain 
Manhy, must be credited nntu they shall recoire 



le decisive contradiction ; and, if true, are jnsdy 
entitled to die most aerious consideration." 

lannedtately on toe receipt of a copy of this re- 
pert, the princess of Wales addreaaed a letter to 
his m^esty, to which, to the tace of the Almighty, 
die asserted not only her in nocence as to the 
weightier porta of dM charge prefetied agatest her, 
hat her heedum from aU the todecorums and Im- 
proipeieliMwhlch had been im pute d to her by the 
Mflwi commiBiioners, upon the evidence of persons 
who apoke as lUaely.aa Sir John and lady JJonglas 
themselves. On the seventeen^ of August she 
agato wroto to the Ung, requesttog dmt she mi|Ait 
have avthentieated copies of the revert, and of toe 
dectoratlons and depositions on wUehit proceeded. 
Havtog received dwae papers, the prmcess sub- 
mitted diem to her legal advisera, lord EMon, Per- 



har royal hIghBats waeialbnasd^ dmt heei 

' to his m^atlli caaJ 
fideatial aervanta, who had given it aa their opiiian 
toat it was no longer neoessair tor his majesty to 
decline receivtog the princess into his royal pres- 

bnt at the same time he hoped that such a 



condaet would be to Intnre observed by her, as 
might tolly Justify toos e marks of paternal regard 
and aflbction whioi the Ung always wished to akow 
to every part of his royal iasnlly. The |iiimesa no 
aooner received dds cemmnnioation than she naawd 
a day, on which, if agrseaUa to his i^esty, sha 
would have th6 happtoess to doow herself, to ftUal 
duty and allbction, at hia feet. The day, however, 
was at first postponed by Ida nfl^ty, who after- 
wards informed uie princess that, at the request of 
die prtooe of Wales, he dedtoed to see her until 
her vindieatton had been ezammed by the lawyers- 
of the prince, and untO his royal hi||hiieM had been 
enabled to submit the statement which he pnqposed 
to tatikB thereon. The princeaa remonstrated to 
strong terms against this intarpodtion, and trusted 



eeval, and BfarThomas Phmer; and on die -second 
of October she transmitted to Us majesty an dabo 
rato letter on the auh^ect. Mtoe weeks havtog 
etopsed widMut any reply, the priacees agato wroto, 
expresstog her anxiety to learn whether ahe might 
be adafttad to the loyal preaance; to reply to 



that his majesty would recall Ua determination not 
to aee her till die prlnoe'a aaewer respecting her 
vmdication was received. 

After a lapse of three wedcs die prinoe«.infonn- 
ed his majesty that, havtog recdved no totimatien 
of his plefisure, she was ivduaed to die neceodtr, 
to vindication of her character, to reaort to the pan. 
licatton of the proceedings upon the toqdry into 
her conduct : and that toe publication allaaed to 
would not be witohdd beyond the foUowtoe Mon- 
day. To avoid this patotol extremity she had taken 
every atep to her power, except that which would 
be abandonmg her character to utter inihmy, and 
her station to ufe to no uncertato danger, and pos- 
dbly tone very diatantdestmotioa. TUa letter was 
dated toe fifto of March>aoon after which Peroeval 
and bis friends were totrusted with toe seals of 
ofllce ; and when die mtolsterial arrangementa were 
completed, a mtoute of council was suide, dated toe 
twenty-second of April, IM7, whereto it was hum- 
Uy submitted to his ni^Jesty, that it was eoscn- 
tluly neceaaary, to juatioe to her royal Ugbness, 
and for the honour and taterest of his migestys 
illustrious tamOy, tost toe princess of Wales ahoald 
be admitted toto his presence, and be recdved to a 
manner due to her rank and atotlon. Notwito- 
standing this advice, it does not appear that she 
was ever restored to eompleto tovoor, and her in- 
tereonrse with her daughter also became suljeel 
to great restratot. Mothtog, however, occurred* 
toat is publidy or oflkially known, tOl January, 
181B, at which time the princess was so mudi de- 
barred from the society of her daughter, that she 
detoimtoed to write* to the prince-regent en dte 
anlgect. In tUs letter, whidi was transmitted to 
ministers on toe foorteendl, she dwelt wito great 
force upon toe iooustioo of widentog toe aepara- 
tion between motoor and dani^ter. wkich ahe con* 
ddered aa not only cutttog her dr from one of the 
few domestic eojoymeuta whidi ahe atiQ retdned, 
but aa countenanctog thoee calumnious, reporta 
which had been prated to be unfounded. In con- 
aequenoe of thb letter, which ahortly a|>peared to 
a daily Jouind, the prtoce regent directed that the 
whole of the documento rdattog to toe tovestigation 
of 1M6. (toapproprtotely called the *■ delicate In- 
ves^gation,'^ saoud be r e ferr ed to the privy coun- 
eO, to report whether the totercoarae between toe 
princeas and her daughter shodd oonttoue under 
restrlcticn. In virtue of this ' appototment, toe 
memben of the council aaaembled on the twealy- 
toird of February, when they re po rted that,to th^ 
opinion, it was highly fit and pr^opw titot toe in^ 
tercourae between the princeaa ofWalea and toe 
prinoeaa Charlotte ahouM conttoaa to be sn^leiBt to 
regulation and restratot. 

I81S.— On the first of March toe nrinees4 of Wvia 
addressed a letter to the apMker of die house of <^m> 
mens, to wUch she complained that die tendency of 
this report, a copy of wfakh had been transmitted 
to her by lord Sunnouto, waa to cast asperdons 
upon her hoioor and character. Tfaas a soai l ed by 
a aecret trihuad, before which die codd not 1^ 
heard fa her own defence, 
torowheradfupon the ~ 
the ftilleat inveatigation might 
the whole of her conduct duitef her residence to 
lUs country. On the fifto of Maroh C. Jdmstone^ 
after avovrtog that ha had no ooncert wito, or an> 
dMffky freoi, dM piincesi^ sabadttad to the ~ 



ace, she waseompdled fo 

house, and to require t|at 

might be instituted into 




^ HISTOBT OF GRSAT BBITAIN. 



to tht prince 
to orAor tk*t a copy •€ tii« 
xuimtf ta Uw fe«rt«0Blik of 
Jol^ \9t$f toOfiMig th* Mo4iiot of ber Myol hi^h- 
BOM the nrlneoM of Widotr b« laid boftnnB ihohoiao, 
triUi o nev to aa iuam ncm, while the witneoooo 
onb^thMdBovere mjB ttrittg, iiMo aUtlM oUe^ft. 
■4 rlgrirtotiHUoOj appertaintaiff to ttMA 
; a pneoediili. «uob» te hU optauoa, 
• to the honoor of bor royal Uf haeaa, the 
of tko tteoM> and tlM tmn«nlUity of the 
try. Lord Caotlereegli, te oppoMc the. mo- 
., leid that tlM kowe cnwli not ooeaUer the 
payen calloA far at all neoeaoavy to mdioto obj 
enpnlMiMioB ao to tihe uioooMor to the throBe. 
IVo iwnoconoe of the jwiaoooa of Waloo had heen 
flotahUihed ca the report of the atembero of two 
MwceaiiTe adtaintetratioBO ; aaid. If a prMociitioBbad 
not been inotatnted against her aocoMm, it arooe 
onbr fioM a wkb to avoid briagfatg anck ool^ti 
bctfore the poUic. It may ooAce to add« that the 
oallod fur was not prodooed ; the 
deolarod free finota iaspatation ; vmf 
of ooiupratalation ponred in iq^en her fnan all qi 
ten ufthe kingdom. 

VICS-CHANCBLLOR APPOINTE]>— DBOUl- 
RAnON OH AMBRIGAN WAR. 

Ill cionioqneneo of the great aocwmnleHnn of 
basineoo in tbo court of ohinoory, a biB* pvqposed 
by lord Redeodale, waa paaoed tUi aootian ftor the 
appointment of a vice chancdlor of Soglaad, witk 
foil power to dotermioe all cases of law and eqeity 
in the court of <^anoery, to the aame extent as the 
chaaoellors bad been aocostomed to dotermine; 
and his decrees wore to be of eqoal ralidity, bat 
anlgect to the rorision of the lord<banceUor, and 
not to be enroUed until signed by him. 

On the ninik of January, a dedarutioo waa issaed^ 
in wbick the prince-regent stated that he could 
nerer acknowledge any blockade wbick had been 
doly noiiAed, and which was snpported by an ade- 
quate force, to be Mlegal, merely upon tko ground 
of its extent, or beoaase Ike ports or coasts wove 
not at the same time inrested by land ; neither 
conld he admit that neutral trade witk Gieat Bri- 
tain couM be constituCed a pubUc crime, suMeellag 
tile ships of any power to Be de n a t Jonaliged ; that 
Great Britain could be debarred of ker jest and 
necessary retaliation tkiougk tko fear of ercntuatty 
alFeoting tko interests of a neutral ; or tkat the 
rigkt of searckiug neutral mcrckant ressels in time 
or war. and tko impresonont of Britiok oeamen 
found tnerein« could ke deemed any riolation of a 
neutral flag. 

FROCEEDINOS.OF PARLIAll^MT. 

On tke twenty-filtti of Ptebniary, a motion Ibv 
reiiBTring tke catkoUc daims to a committee of tke 
wliole noose, waa carried in the commons by two 
bondred and sixty-four rotes against two knadred 
and twenty-four; and. on tho tkinietk of Apvil, 
Grattan presented a bill for tke remoral of the dril 
and muitftry disqnaliftcations under whiok kis 
VK^esty's Roman catholic sul^eots laboured. On 
Its passage throagk a committee. Abbot, the qpeak> 
er, dinded the house on tke dause by which Ro- 
man catk(^c mendMrs were to be admitted to a 
seat in parliament ; and, on its being reacted by a 
aiiiKNiity of two hundred and filfcy-one against two 
kundrad and fortv-seren, tke bin was abandoned 
by its friends* Tke extenslre priDciples of religi- 
ons toleration professed In the disciiMions on tkis 
question rendered the time faTOurable for relieving 
persons impugning tko dootrine of tke Trinity ft-om 
tke paina and penalties to wkick tkey were by law 
sulQect, and William Smitk uMnred for leave to 
bring in a bill for tUs purpose. As tke law stood, 
ke said, any one doiying tke exiateDce of any of tke 
Persons of ihe Trinity was disabled from holding 
any oOce, cirilt ocrlesiastical, or military ; and, if a 
se c o n d time convicted, he was disabled to sue or 
prosecute In any artfion or Information, or to be the 
guardian of any child, and was liable to imprison- 
ment for three years. Tke bill underwent no op- 
position in eittier house. It may also be here men- 
^oned that an act was passed, during tiiis seasion, 
for establishing some proportion between tke 
amends of curatea and tke ralue of tke lirings 
wkiok tkey served ; tke necesaitoua condition of 
ly wko perfonned tke duty of son-reaideBt 







devgi^Ben ka?ing toe 
ekurai of England. 

The heavy expeneea of tke 
plan of finance ne c e ssa r y , 
propositions to a coaamittce of 
Vansittart said, that fartbev 
taken for premoling and UcUHMfmf tfa 
of tke land-tax, tke predoce of whiok 
pUed to tke rednstion of tke natfonal debt, 
second place» ke pro p ose d tkait, «n all 
after to be contracted, there shouM be i 
aaade for discharging the debt ; and 
position was a measure for ' 
act of IMS, regarding the siaking^fand, 
coaaequenee of its kariag beea ' 
tkis time, tfiat tke slaking fund had 
to tke pufattedebt aa it bad re dee iaed , 
expenses. Thfo fond, ke said, shoudd be 
supported to a certain amount ; bat 
aught beskewn tkat its enoraaoue 
tkrowing into tke market 
at one tme, would produce in^ariooa i 
tke eatabliekmeut of a siaking-fand 
by Pitt, in 1780, tke national 
nearly two bondred and forty 
sum of wkick fow Aen living 
the redemptfon, but wUcb, he aaid, 
been eflhcted; while, wilkin tke 
hundred ndlion pounds of war 

Said by the unexampled exertiona of 
y tke original constitution of tke fiend 
purekased by tke oonunisMonen wai 
but was still considered to be Ikeir _ 
tke interest was inMulaxly ajipfied by 
fttrtker disckarge m tke naoonal dMU 
rangeosent, seevmng an accumalat&on by ( 
interest^ waa now abolisked. TiB tkn i 
dempti<m of tke debt, Vansittart _ 

£ood to tbe siaking-fund (he anni 
andred and serenty tkboaand 
would baTo been approprintod to 
sums prorided for in 180t, if tkat 
kad not taken plaook ond if those si 
accompanied by tbe asaal redeeming fnnd of ana 

percent. If this plMt were adopted no faeeh ' 

woidd be required for four years, exorpa 
million pounds for lUl. In auhaailTtBg 
posed waya and BMans for Uie year* in 
plan with reject to tke sinttfeg-fand ehenld net he 
adopted, tbe ckanceUor of ^le 
tkat tke sum to be raised wai 
hundred and thirty-aix thousand poaade, 1 
he meant to provide by an aeditaonal 
tobacco, in' lieu of the proposed anetion dncy «l 
last year; additional datieo en tke eoneeiidi 
custoitts> widi some exceptiona ; an additkin of 
sbilling one penny per bottle on French 
increase of two-tkirds on goods im|~~ 
Fraooe and ker dependeocies ; an in< 
rally of one kalf the present amount of 
duties on exports : and an addiiiooal duty of a 

Kany per pound on tke export of foreicn 
e variona resolatioaa were agreed .to a 
material opposition. 

Tke renewal of tke charter of tim 
company, couoeming wkick innumerable 
kad been presented, came before tke kense of 
commons on the twenty-second of Malvl^ laid 
Casilereagh' baring stated, that tbe term of tke 
existing charter would expire in May, UI4, and 
that hiN m^jes^s ministers kad ttft renidrfer three 
propositions— Wketlior tke existing goTcraaaeBt 
m India skoald be allowed to continue in its pr^ 
sent state — ^whether an en^re change skooM lake 
place in the systen^— or wbetker 
ckonld be adopted. On a queetion of ee 
importance it was deemed necessary to 
eridence at the bar; and the witn« 
pemons who had occupied higb 
were generally against opening tke traAr» or 
allowing missionaries to repair to. tke eaat lor tke 
purpose of converting tke natirea. On 
ject, kowerer, so muob seal kad been 
many of the petitions, that, alter mack 
it waa at lengtk resolved tkat suek meaanrea eaghi 
to be adopted as mi|^ tend |o tke intredaction of 
usefnl knowledge, and of reKpous and aaoral iaa' 
pvorement, among tke native*; and tkat foriliiics 
should be afforded to peraoBadeairona of gonsg to^ 
and remaining in, India for these purposaa. Afkrc 
'*-- sul^ect kad occupied tke atteation of parUn* 




tke 






ment for acme moatks, a bill, founded eo 
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rcMlatimis propoted by lord CasUerMigh, waa in- 
trodaocd, mmI read « third time on the tiUrteenth of 
Inly. It Mcnred to the company, for a farther 
tern of twenty years, or nntU April, 1834, all dicir 
poetcaaiona ia India, indnding the later aennid- 
tioDs, continental and inanlar, to the north of the 
equator. Their ezdndTe right to commercial in- 
tecooorae with China, and to the trade in tea, waa 
conftrmed. Britiah anMecta in general were per- 
mitted to trade to and from au porta within the 
limita of the charter, nnder certain proriaiona : all 
aUpa engaging in ttda pfirato trade to be of the 
bnrden m three hundred and fifty tona or npwarda, 
and theoe for the aettlamenta of Fort Wflliaa, Fort 
St. George, Boobav, and Prince of Walea'a laland, 
to be provided win a licenae, whioh the ooort of 
d h re ct oCT were bound to great : to all other jdaoea a 
e peeial Uoenao waa raqnired, which the direotara 
MH^it grant or Mf nae, anlgeet to an appeal to the 
boiitd Of oontnl. The ehnrah eatablUuient in the 
Britiah tanritoriea in India warplaced under the 
d he eli en et a biahop and three arduteaoona. The 
application of the companjr'a territorial rerennea 
waa directed to the maintenance of the military 
fbroe and of the eotabUahmenta at their aettle- 
menta, the payment of the intoreat of their debti in 
Eo^and, the liquidation of their territorial debt, 
then* bond debt at home, and anch other t^orpoaea 
aafhe directora, with the approbation of the board 
of control, might appoint. The dividend on India 
«taek waa limfited to ten per cent, ntfl the And, 
ealled the aeparato fond, ahoold be e»hanated, 
it waa to be tea and a half per eent. ; aad the 
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of Vm^ treopa, Ibr whidi payaoent waa to 



by &e coaH»any, waa United to twenty 
an l aaa a greater anmbef ahonld be aent 
to India at the requeat of the toeetora. Una the 
aew charter aecmred to the East India oonqpaay aU 
Ae petttieal pewor fhey could leaaonably deaire, 
whilat the ooattnaaace of their ezelnaire ri^t of 
, betwaea Ohiaarand Qteat Britain leftthe 
aalnaUe portiaa of their aaroaatilB baainiwt 



TRJSATY WITH SWEDSN. 



Tb« treaty with Sweden waa laid before parlia^ 
ment on the doTenth of Jono, and excited atrong 
animadTeniona. The king of Sweden haring en- 
gaged to employ a force of not leaa than thirty 
theaaand men in concert #ith the Ruaaiana, Great 
Britain ao tue acceded to a compact between tiie 
courta of Stockholm and Peterabnrgh, aa not only 
to oppoae no obatade to the annexation of Norway 
to Sweden, bat to aaaiat, if neceaaary, in obtaining 
that dijeot, by a naral co-epeiatien ; Ua Britannic 
milieaty. alao engaging, independently of other aoc- 
coon, to fimiah to Sweden, for tlie aerriee of the 
oorrent campaign, the anm of one .milUen pennda, 
and to cede to her the Idaad of Gaadaloapow The 
king of Sweden reciprocally gnsted to the eoloecta 
of hia Britaaaic maleaty, for twenty yeara, the 
right of emtrefSt in Oa porta of Gottenborg, Garla- 
WuB, aad Stralaimd, for all oommediHea or Great 
Britain and her ooloniea, open a doty of one per 
cent «d twioram. Lord Holland deprecated th« 
tranafer of Norway, denoonced the oearion ol 
Gnadaloape, aad oppoaed the aabaidy aa iaeon> 
ajatent wtdi tfie financial diificaltiea under which 
the coantry waa laboiuing. Hia proposal, how- 
erer, to anapend the exeeatfam of ne treaty, waa 
redacted. 

The aeaaion doaed on the twenty-aeeond of Jdy 
with a apeedi from ttie throne, enreaainv aatiafiw- 
tion at the fayoarable atato of anaira on the con- 
tinent, and r6gret at the continnance of war with 
the United Stain; declaring, faowerer, Oat the 
prince*regent could not oonaent to pordiaae peuoe 
ov a aacrifioe of the maritime rights of Great 
Britain. He apnroved of the arraagemeata $ar the 
government or BriHah India, and ezpreaaed hia 
renlntioa to endoy the BMana placed m hia ha^da 
by parHament, in anch a manner aa might be beat 
cakwihted to reduce the extraragaat pretenaion/i 
of the eaany, and fodHtete ttie attainment; of a aaie 
tad hoaonratale paaoe. 
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PRUSSIA DBGLARB8 AOAINST FRANC£- 
BATTLB OF LUTZBN. 

rN the yesr 181S, the flnt eT«ut of inmortance 



^ whii^ occoned'was the delibctlim of die Pnu- 
■laii general, D'Yorek, who entered into a oonven* 
tlon with the Ruasiaa general, Wtttgenatein, now 
appointed to die connnand in <Aief on the death of 
the veteran Katoiofr, but ahortly alterwaida anc- 
ceeded bj Barclay de ToBv. That oonTentton the 
king of Fnuda, then widun the grain of Bnona- 
parte, refnaed to ratify ; bnt no aooner had he freed 
himself from die apprehenuon-jof peril— no aoener 
did he peroeire that there waa a chance of emanci- 
pation for himielf and for hia coontry — than he oon- 
ferred tiie moat dlatingoiahed approbation upon 
D<Yorck. 

As die year adTanced a Rnaaian envoy was de- 
spatched to Vienna; an Aoatrian ambaMador az^ 
rived in London ; and Sweden, by landing a con- 
siderable force in Swedish Pomeiania, stmck the 
llrst decisiTo blow against the French. Daring 
the diroA flrst months Bnonaparte strained every 
nerve to recmit his armies, or, more properly 
speaking, to create new ones. By the third of 
April, decrees had been passed for levies to the 
amount of five hundred and diirty-five diousand 
men ; and it was then estimated that he would haye 
four hundlred thousand en the Elbe, two hundred 
thousand in Spdn, and two hundred thousand partly 
on the Rhine, and pardy in Italy. On the fifreentn 
of April he left Paris the e mp r ess Maria Loaisa 
having first been dedaved regent of the Frendi 
empire "till the moment when vi«:tory shoidd re- 
turn the emperor." Previously to dds the king of 
Prussia had issued an ediot, aboUshing the conti- 
nental system ; the emperor of Austria was under- 
stood to have formed the resolution of taking part 
against F^rance, unless Buonaparte shoold Ustsn to 
mo offer of mediation ; and die crewa-prince trit 
Sweden, over whose intentions some dovds of 
doubt yet hung, had resolved to place himself at 
the head of tiie Swedish armies. 

About this time a Danish mission arrived in Eng- 
land, and for a while the hope was indulged that 
peace between Britain and Denmai^ would be re- 
stored ; bnt the demands of the latter being inad- 
missiUe, or, according to other aoeountL the cessiim 
of Norway to Sweden being demanded by this 



trr, occasioned the fsilure of the negotiadon. 
On the s ec ond of May was fought the great tet- 



de of liutaen, in which die viBsgeof Chnos-Ooiaehen 
was six times taken and retaken by the bayonet ; 
but the allias at longdi drove dto French from their 
positions, 4nd remained mastefs of the field: 
thou|di they suhseonendy found it necessary to foil 
baok beyond the Elbe, which Ihey eObcted In per- 
fect order. Here Aey received ooosiderafale refak- 
CoroeaMnts, and another dreedfU battle, or rather 
a snooesslan of battles, took place from the aln» 
faendl to dm twenty-seeond, at and near Baateea, 
of the same ehaxacter as the aedoa at LntNn; tbe 



result of which, aooording to tho French 
was, diat they lost between 
thousand men in killed and 




its till the 



lies ten thousand; and that tiiey ad 

thirty miles, the aOies retiring befo 

broken and formidalAe, into tlie 

These eagagemenis were fotatty < 

parte : in the aodon of die tui 

deserted by a part of the Saaum and of the Wht- 

temherg troops : and on the twent y e ec ond the oe> 

lebrated maTshai Dnroc was mortallT v< 

la an engagement previous to ^e battb of 

the FVeach also lost marshal 

kiOed by acannon biJL 

AUSTRIA JOINS THE ALLIANCB. 

BuOMAPiari now listened, or aflbctad 
to the proporidon for a congress to be ' 
Prague, for negotiating a general peace 
pursuance of that dgeot, a suspension of 
was agreed upon on the first of Juae ; 
foordi an amustioe, to oontinueon aB 
twentieth of July, was finaBy conci 
-^nstilities not to reoommenoe without six 
tice. At the request of Aostria, who 
have been the prune mover in this ailhir, 
tice was prolonged till the tenth of Aacuet 
attempt, however, at n^^tiation foiled ^ 
seventeeudi, agreeably to notice, ~ 
commeaced. Austria, haviag signed 
which she becanv • mewiber of dus 
having for itsolject die recovery of 
dence of Europe, had is^pcd a 
against France; and at tlie 
which, during the armislioe, 
tweea the resptetive soveragas and 
ters, ithad beea detecmlaed ttat the »« 
of Swedea should be iavested with dm 
maad of the comblaed fofoes. 

BATTLES OF DRESDEN, DENNEVTTZ, AND 

LEIPZIG. 

TAaioiTft movemeats and aA&v of 
niace immediately oa die renewal at 
but it was not natil the tweatv-eigjhdi of 
that a general batde was fought before T 
wUch general Vandamme and six 




geaerab, with many ome 

of arduery, and ten thiffiffamd 



sixty pi( 

ers were taken. On the twenty-eixth gi 
Blndher. whose acdve and intrepid exei ' 
tabled hnn that distincdon which has atr 
much gkny to his naaw. had taken fifty 
artillery, thirty tambrils and anuauaitiea 
and taathoosaad priteaers ; aad,reBewlai 
test oa the foUowmgday, betook tidity 
of caaaoa, and five thousand priaoaen. 
of the Preach was also iacreased. aad the 
pfopordonataly strengthened, by 
two WestphalUn regtaneats daring dm 
batde. la die action of the twcai 
bnt ' 
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HrwnA wUle In eftmett oonreravtloa with th/e 
^ror ofRaasia. He had sTriTed at Oottenburgh 
than America te May, fend proceedfaiK to Join his 
ea im Uyu iati and early oonpanton hi anna, Bema- 
dotte, was appointed to the high station of mqior- 
feneral of the allied amy. His jadidotu advice 
respectinff the plfta of the eampai^was considered 
•f ki^ importaaee, and his loss iras much regret* 
ted by the allies. On the twenty-nfaith genend 
Blttcher asfain de f eated the enemy, taklos general 
Putton prisoner, witii twenty eagles, and twenty- 
two pieces of dannon. 

The crown-prince acMe? ed a slnal rietory on 
the sixth of September, at Dennerlts, orer marshal 
Key, on wliieh occasion tfie loss of the Frendi was 
stated at s ixt ee n thonsand men. From the reoom- 
IhenceiAent of hostiUiies, down to this period, the 
Entire loss of the enemy was estimated at upwards 
ef a hmdred thousand men, and two hnndml and 
Mif pieces of cannon. 

Feeling the s eie iUy of flielr losses an extraordl- 
Bary sitting of the Fren<ft senate was holden on the 
fonrHi of October, the e m pr e s s Maria Louisa at- 
tending in person. The ol^ect of this sitting was to 
pass a decro# nvr another lery of two faondrcd and 
«lghty thousand men. Bnt France had yet greater, 
•ererer losses to sustain. The deflection of the king 
of Bararla, and hisjtinetion with the allied powers ; 
the defeat, the total root of Buonaparte at Leipxtc 
oo the sixteen^), eighteenth, and nineteenth of 
October, with the loot of one htmdred and twenty 
thomiand men, and one hundred and twenty pieces 
of cannon, were yet to be prodalmed Co the world. 
PreTioTttty to this last and deridve conflict, (dnriDg 
trhieh seventeen battalions of Ocrmaii tnftntry, with 
aU their staff, and two regiments of WestphsUan 
hnszars, with twcBty>two pieces of artOlery, came 
orer to the altiesj Buonaparte had been concentra- 
ting his fbroes at Leipiic, while the alBes extended 
themselres on erery side, and prepared for battle. 
In the (rand contest fbr this city a greater force 
«^as assembled dian had almost erer acted on so 
eenlioed a Aeatre, and tiie attack of the sUtes oa 
flie sixteen^, after much slanghter, lelt boUt ar- 
■liea in nearly fbe positfcms they held at its com- 
nencement. The sereateeath passed chiefly in 
jMwpaiation for the great action of the next day, 
whidi was directed upon Oie town Itself, and at the 
eottchuion of wMeh Buona^rte had lost forty 
thousand men, and sfacty-flye pieces of cannon. Hu 
■Tm> began to defile towaitl Weissenfels during 
the nicht, and hi tbie mdrning of the nineteenth the 
nagSstrates of Leipxfe requested a suspension of 
arms, fov Ae purpose of arranging a capitulation ; 
but, as it was e%illy seen that tfils was an artftllce 
to fodBtate Che escape of the French, the emperor 
Alexander would aDow no rttpite, and the allied 
forces were led to the attack. After a short resis- 
tance Aey carried the cJty, which was entered by 
the em p eior of Rnsaia, the king of Prussia, and w 
erown-prince of Sweden, abunt two hours alter Bno- 
ttaparte had quitted it. The French were flying in 
•tter eonhuioo orer the Ebter ; the bridge was 
blocked up ; prisoners were taken by thousands ; 
and many who plorfged into the stream perished. 
The whole nt flto rear guard feB into the hands of 
the allies : among the prisoners were Regnler, 
Bnme, Talfery, Bertraud, and Lauriston, togefter 
irith the king of Saxony and Ms whole court ; Mao- 
dsnald with dhficnlty gained the opposite bank, and 
prinoe Peniatowski was drolmed in the attempt. 

Buonaparte retreated through Brfort with about 
i ove n ty or eighty thousand men, and at Hanau was 
Apposed by ttirty thousand Bararians. under gen- 
eral Wlredo, who did not reti^ unto tliey had sus- 
tained a oonsiderable loss. On thf second of No- 
▼ettberhe readied Ment% and,- continuing his re- 
treat throng Frsb'kfor^ crossed the RhlBe on the 
seventik of November, #hen ho again deserted the 
shattared remahis of his army, and fled to Paris. 

The immediate consequences Of fois grand ovei'- 
throw were great and glorious beyond expectation. 
The hoQse of Orange was relnsteted in ilolland ; 
RanoTOr andP Brunswidc were restored to their 
H^rtfBd sorereif us : flio confederation of the RUne 
was dissfilTOd; the RUno itself was passed by the 
oBies i and the ** sacred te irituty" of France oorer- 
ed, as It had been, by so manr vassal states, was 
Bow Isdd e^en to its very frontier. 

The first steps of Buonaparte, alter Us arrival at 
Ptfis, wero to tfirow an uupie ssiTo Weight of tsxa- 
IImi upoB-lhe people, and to desreo a new levy ef 
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three hundred thoosund MsutnpfMf to b0 sacrificed 
at the shrine of ttuprindpled nStMoa, Sfaortfy ix- 
ter the hMuinc of tMtd^plW}, the aOied powers prtf- 
flsulgated a dedatalMl, offering peac« to Buona- 

Rrte on the liberal basis of guaranteeing to the 
ench emnire ** an extent of territory Which 
France, under her kings, never knew." On thi^ 
basis Buonaparte professed himself wOttag to treat ; 
and aoongress was therefore expected to aaseml^e 
at Manbeim to negodate a general peace. It was 
tii^ desire of Buonaparte diat, during the negotiir 
ting, an armistice ifbonld be iiroclaimed; but to tills 
the iUies Tery prudently renoed to assent. 

REYOLOTION IN HOLLAND. 

Tax revulu U on In Holland appeared as flie sud- 
den burst of public feeling, thou^ it did not takd 
place without previous concert; The peorieef Am^ 
sterdam rose u a body, and, with the old cry of 
Oranjt Soven, put up the Orange colours, and pro- 
claimed the sovereignty of that house. On tiie six- 
teenth of November an administration was organ- 
ised under the direction of the armed burghers, and 
many of the leading citisens took upon memselves 
the care of preserving order. Similar measnrss 
were adopted at tiie Hague, Rotterdam, and odicr 
places, ilie intelligence of tiiese events was 
brought over on die twenty-flrst to Ltadon, by a 
deputation, for the purpose of inviting the jnince 
of Orange to place himself at die head of his coutf- 
trymen — a csll which he readflv obeyed. On die 
twenty-fifth of November he embarked at Deal, ao- 
oompanied by the eari of Clancarty, and on tho 
diira of Decelnber made his solenm entry into Am- 
sterdam, where he was proclaimed by the tide of 
William die first, ssrereign prince of ^ united 
.Nedieriands. 

SUCCESSES IN 8PAIN-4IATrLB dl'TIT. 

TO&IA. 

In Spain lord Wellinctun had, oa the twenty 
sixth of Hay, entered Salamanca, die French pre- 
elpitatefy evacuating die city on Us approadi : and 
oa the foBowing day, apparendy feartal of iielng 
cut off by tBe rapid advance of the aBied army, they 
oommencod a has^ eraeuation of Madrid, and of 
an di^ posts in its ricinity. Lord WelliBgton con- 
tinued to advance, die French flyfaig before him in 
every direction ; and, on the ddrteendi of June, 
diey blew up the Inner waBs of Burgos, fled from 
diat fortress, and abandoned the whole of the conn 
try to the EbrO|WUch general Graham immedtotely 
passed. Lord WelMo|rtim's next laurels were gath 
ered on the plains of '^ttoria, where, on the twenty- 
flrst of June, he ob^-slned a complete victory ore^ 
Marshal Jourdan. The Rrendi lost one hundred an^ 
fifty one pieces of cannon, four fanndi«d and fifteen 
waggons of ammunition, all their baggage^ provi- 
sions, snd treasure, with* their commahdAr^ baton 
of a marshal of France. Lord Wellington <;ontlnued 
die pursuit, and on the twentv-fiftti took their only 
remaining gun. The batdo of Yittorla was celebrated 
in England by ffeneral Qhiminations and spten- 
dld fotes ; in Spam medals were struck on the occ^ 
slon ; and the cortes, by an unanimous rote, de- 
creed a territorial prop«ty to lord WelUngtmi, in 
testimbny of the gndtnde of the Spanish nation. 

Bodnaparte immediately superseded Jourdan and 
appointed Soult to succeed Um, widi the title, or 
rank, of lieutenant-general of the emperor, an boa- 
onr never befocfe conferred upon any of Buona- 
parte's generals. Prevlourty to his Jomlng the ar- 
my he issued a prodamatioa, stating that Us im. 
perial m^esty's instmctions, and Ms own Intentions, 
were, to drive the allies aerois die Ebro, and to 
celebrate the emperor^ birth-day in die town of 
▼Ittoria ! Soult, however, was destine^ In \qm turn, 
to acknowledge the superiority of Brimh prow« 



Rom the twenty-flldi of July to the soeond of Au- 
gust, a series of engagements tobk plnce, the r«- 
suit of which was the retreat of the enemy Into 
Viranoe, widi. a loss ef fifteen to twenty diousand 
men, four thousand of whom were prisonors. 

CAPTURE OF ST. SEBASTIAN^WELUNG-^ 

TON ENTERS FRANCE. • 

Tbk siegb of Sl Sebastian, wUch had b«eh in- 
vested shortly after the battio of Vlttoria, was 
conducted by Sir Thomas Graham'; nnd, on tho 
twenty4ifth of July, an attempt to storm the 
fortress proved unsnecesslhl. As the port wss no- 
for the inpply &( provi?lons and other no. 
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c e war lei hy am, aot A.<Uty wu loiCio jproMcatSpf 
tke lieee ; Irat it was ^^tffe till the lliirty-flnt of ▲«• 

Kt that another aiMoIt wai undertaken. The 
■ch, which, at a dUtance, appeared yery ample, 
jMTored to be oftaeh a nature that it would admit the 
men only in aingle files; anO, if any snoceeded 
in gaining the narrow ridge of the curtain, hie eta* 
tion jproved instantly &ral. Two houn of eerere 
but fruitlen exertion ensued, and the attack was 
almost in a desperate state, when Sir Thomas 
Graham adopted tlie expedient of directing the 
guns against the curtain over the heads of his own 
troops. The firing was executed mith such ad- 
tDirablepredaion end eflTect, that in an hour the 
deCanders were driven from their works, and re* 
tired to the castle, leaving die* town in fuU poe- 
■ession of the allies, who sustained die serere loss 
of two t ho usand three hundred men in kiBed and 
wounded. The importance of the place induced 
Bonlt to cross the Bidaesoa in great force for its re- 
lief ; but he wa? gallandy repulsed by the Spanish 
troojps alone. The casde surrendered on the eighth 
of September, and the garrison, now reduced to 
about eighteen hundred men, were made prisoners. 
On the serenth of October the allied army crossed 
the Bidassoa, and planted the British standard In 
Prance. Pampelnna, the siege of which had been 
left to die eare of the Spanish general Don Carlos 
D'Bspagna, surrendered on the thlr^-first of Oo> 
tober ; a circumstance which relieved lord Welling- 
ton from ever^ apprehension respeoting his rear, 
and enabled him lo concentrate and dispose of his 
forces at pleasure. His march was impeded by 
heavy rains ; bat, on die tenth of November, the 
French were driven from an intrenched position 
along the Nivelle, and pursued to Bayonne. On 
the ninth of December, and four following days, 
Sonlt, who intended to drive the allies across die 
jBbro, and to celebrate Buonaparte's Urth-day in 
Vittoria, sustained another series of defeats on the 
banks of the Adour. Immediately after the action 
diree German regiments, apprised of the important 
changes which ^ad taken place in the nordiem 
parts of the contwent, went over in a body to the 
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PAILURB BEFORE TARRAGO)fA. 

From this brilliant career of success in the nordi 
of Spain, we must now turn to the eastern coast of 
the Peninsula, where general Sir John Murray dis« 
embarked his forces on the thirty-first of May, and, 
on die third of June, invested Tarragona ; bu^ 
after advancing his batteries against it, he received 
reports diat Suchet was marching from Valoula, 
lor its relief, with a superior force, and he immedi- 
ately re-embarked his army, leaving Us cannon in 
the oatteries, although admiral HaUowell was of 
opinion that they might have been brought ofiT if 
he had remained till night. Sir John Hurray's 
eondnct afterwards underwent an investigation be- 
fore a mUitary tribunal, but it was attributed to an 
error in jnd^nent. Lord William Bentinck, who 
succeeded him in die command, resumed tiie siege 
of Ttoragona in August, and Suehet^who had re- 
tired into Gatalonii^ advanced to Villa Franea; 
and, die British general having withdrawn, he 
entered Tarragona, destroyed the works, withdrew 
the carrison, and again retired towards Barcolona. 
As the frand eiTort against Fnnce was making ou 
the side of die western Pyrenees, the third Spanish 
armywas detached in order to eo^perate with 
lord Wellington, and the remainder ol the troops 
in this quarter acted on the defensive. Suchet, 
however, although able to maintain his footing in 
Spain, could not hope to gain any material ad 
vantage : and such was now the commanding sitn 
ation of lord Wellington, that the liberation of th« 
Peninsula might be considered as aocompliahed. 

CAMPAIGN IN AMERIGA-NAYAL ENGAGE- 

MKNTS 

Thi events of die war widi the United States 
were at this period, when continental aflkirs were 
so highly imperunt, viewed with comparatively 
litde interest. The Amerieans collected a large 
force in the back setdements, and again approach- 
ed Detroit, when colonel Proctor, on the twenty- 
second of January, routed their advanced guard, 
and ^ptured five hoodred men, including their 
commander, general Winchester. In the end of' 
April tho Aneriean general Do^bom, widi fivo 



thousand men. took 
of Lake Ontano, fimm 
had not one t h ousand 



ofToifr 

genend 
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Abdut the same time general Yinoent waa oMiyrJ, 
by superiority of number^ to evacuate Fort finnrgs, 
on the Niagara frontim-, and, on the fifth of Jume^ 
he compelled the enemy again to foQ back en Ni»' 
gara ; but soon afterwards colonel Proctor w«n •*> 
tackeiii by the American general Barrieon, with tmm 
thousuid men, who captured nearlv the whole «f 
his fovce ; he himself escaping with a few niti«^ 
dants. On the tenth of •September nine 
vessels Oocountered six British on Lake 
which unequal contest the Amfriran 
vessel at one time struck; but at length Ae wl 
British squadron, rednoed to a complete wcwck^ lUI 
into the hands of the enemy. In toe end of 
her diree American armies, eadi amounting to 
thousand men, marched from different poiaie n] 
Lower Canada ; but tills great ellbrt 
ly frustrated, and, on the whole, the cnmpaiga 
honourable to the Britlah arms. 

Great Britain did not foUy maintain that decided 
superiority in naval combats which had 
distinguished her, although In none did d 
disgrace. The preceding year closed with the 
of die EngUsh frigate Java, captain Lambert, with 
lieutenant-general HIslop and his staff on board, 
bound to Xsombay. She was met off the ceaet ef 
Braail Jby the American frigate Constitution, cafK 
tain Bainbridgo, of mo<di superior force ; aad after 
a furious action, in whidi die was dismasted, anA. 
completely disabled, she sunpendered to her aata- 

{oust in a state which obliged him to set her on 
re as soon as the wounded were reoMited. Cai 
tain Lambert and many of his crew 
The Peacook British doop, of ei^ht 
also sunk in an engaeement with tke 
dpop Hornet, The tone, however, 
which die British fiag waa to recover ita glery. 
Captain Broke, of tlie Shannon frigate, had been 
cruising for some time near the port of pTr^m, 
where the Chesapeake frigate then lay ; and that 
the enemy might not be nrevented frees oomiag 
OQl^ by the aporehendon of having more than ofte 
opponent to deal with, captain Broke, on the ficit 
of J one, drew up befora the haxbour in a posCars 
of defiance. Captain Lawrence, of the Chesapeake, 
accepted the coaUenge, and put to sea; while 
crowds of the inhabitants, in the greatest oouftdeoco 
as to the issue, lined the beach to witnees the ap. 
proacbing confliet. After the exchange of two or 
uiree broadsides, the Chesapeake feU on bossd the 
Shannon, and they wero looked together. At this cri- 
tical moment captain Broke, observing that the eno> 
my flinched ihim their nns,gave ordon to boaid. In 
less than ten minutes me whole of the J^tiah craw 
were on the decks of die Chesapeake ; and In twe 
minutes more die enemy wero driven, ewo&d in 
hand, from every point; the American fUg was 
hauled down ; and the British Union floated over it 
in triumph. In another minute diey ceased firn^ 
fkom bdow, and called for quarter ; and the whole 
service was performed in fifteen minotea tnm lis 
commencement. Both drips came out of 
the most beautiful otder, their rigging af 
perfect as if they had only been excnaagmg a 
salute. The Shannon sailed immediately with her 

E'ae for Halifox, when captain Lawrence <Sed at 
wounds. The \pm, on both sides, was ver> 
severo for so short a contest ; that of the Bnghsh 
being twenty-three killed and fUly-six wounded, 
and the Americans about seven^ killed and one 
hundred wounded. In St. George^ oJ»yMi^i ti« 
American aloop of war Argna was also captmred be 
the British doop Pelican. ' 

PARLLAMENT. 

Pabliaviht was opened so eariy as the Iberth 
of November, by the prince-regen^with a speech 
from the throne, of which the new Ti"*#i'»ftf# against 




France, and the war with America formed the pria* 
cipal topics. Tbe prince declared that no dhposi- 
tion to require from France sacrifices inconsisteat 
with her honour, or Just pretensions as a natioaa 
would ever be an obstacle to peace : and that hm 
was ready to enter into discussions with the Uaiied 
States on principles not inconsistent with the estah. 
llshed maxims of jpnblic law, and with the maritime 
righta-of the Britwh empire. The addresecs on the 
speech were oarried without oppodtioa. Altsr the 
treaties with Russia and Prasoa had been laid be 
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t9 0Mble his sMi^ty 



1o«<i CMfl«r««h tetrodoMd abUl 
to accept the aenricee of a 
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y mwitl on of the auMfia eat of the United KiDgdom, 
W the TifonNW vrooecation of the war. The bill 
ttireagh both hoiuee without opposition, 
poMible e&ertaoa to bring the groat contest 
en the oonthient to a speedy issue being oonsideted 
detirable. The san c ti o n of parliament was also 
•btahied, withont a diaoentleot roice, for a loan (tf 
twenty-two million pounds, as well as for tiie aids 
granted to Sweden,^ Mnssta, Prussia, and Austria, 
cidier in direet subsidies or In bOls of oredil. TTwo 
Millions had been adTaneed to Poortngal, two to 
Spabi, and one to Sweden. Hie sum to be allowed 
lo Russia and Prussia was estimated at Are million 
pounds; and the adranoe to be made to Austria 
noAsiited of one nulUen pounds, together with one 
hundred Aousand stand of arms, and military 
•lores in proportion. Men of all purties concurred 
in s wp p e r u ng tlie Ibreigii policy of ministeTS, and 
the advocates of peace admitted that there were no 
means of securing that blessing but by perse- 
weranoe in the minty contest wuch had been so 
gleriou s ly begun. On the twentieth of December 

{parliament was aidOonmed until tiie first of March, 
814. 

rEACE WITH DENMARK -^'TRANSFER OP 
NORWAY— MURAT JOINS THE AliLlES. 

PiACB between Great Britain and Denmark was 
Ve'Ostablished on the fourteenth of /anoary. Bri- 
tain engaged to restore all her conquests except 
Hel^land ; prisoners of war, on both sides, were 
to be released ; Denmark was to Join the allies 
^rith ten thousand men, on reoeiring a subsidy of 
Wave hundred thousand pounds from England ; and 
Pomerania to be ceded, by Sweden, to Denmark, 
ip Ueu of Norway. It was not, howerer, withont 
Sreat reluctance that the king of Denmaix parted 
«ilh one of his crowns, and the people of Norway 
could not be reconciled to a transfer which mili- 
tated against their national and politioal pjrriudices. 
Violeht oommotlons consequently took {uaoe; a 
declaration of Norwegian independence was made ; 
nnd prince Ghrbtian, hereditary prince of Denmark, 
was proclaimed regent. Hostilities commence 
between Sweden. and Norway about tiie middle of 
July ; by the latter end of August prince Christian 
was compeUed to relinquish his claims ; and the 
■eeptre of Norway, after baring been so long an* 
nexed to ^e Danish dominions, passed into the 
hands of the king of Sweden. 

The mortiflcations of Buonaparte were increased 
by the defection of Ijfurat, his brother-in-law, who 
had been created king of Naples by his interest, 
and who, by a treat v dated the elerenfli of January, 
engaged to assbt Austria with an army of thirty 
thonsaud men, and opened his ports to the' English. 
In Holland, a body of Bnglisn and Dutch, under 
Sir Thomas Graham, created a direnion in fiiTOur 
of tiie allies. 

WELLINGTON CROSSES THE ADOUR-BAT. 

TLE OP ORTHES. 

Ifr the south of Rranoe, at the comaeneement of 
Ihe year, the progress of lord Wellington was re- 
tarded by the state <rf die weatfier ; but as soon as 
it became tolerably farourable, he resolved to pass 
ttie Adour, in wUoh he was greedy assisted by ad- 
miral Penrose, with the vessels and boats collected 
for the serried The anny now received its sup- 
plies flrom tte Ktde harbour of St. Jean de Lua, 
Which was crowded with English shipping. The 
Gave d'Oleron was also passed, and Sontt withdrew 
to a commanding position in front of Ordies, where, 
being reinforoed by general Glausd, he determined 
to unit the issne of an action. On the twenty^e- 
Tentb of February lord WeUington issued his orden 
for a general attack, when the FMnch were driven- 
ftem one position to another, tQI the rapid advance 
of Sir Rowland HiO, who bad forced a passage 
over the Gave de Pan, above the town, and maroh- 
ed a strong body of cavalry upon tlw* road to St. 
Sevre, threw them into Inextricablo confusion. 
On thb twentr^ighth, the pursuit was continued to 
St. Sevre, where general Beresford crossed the 

2 per part of the Adour. On the first of Majrch the 
vanee of the main army was impeded by heavy 
tains : Sir Rowland Hill, however, p r oce e d ed to 
Aire, which be atta<^ed on Ihe second, and, after 
aA obstinate reslstaBce, the enemy was again pnt 
to flight teaving the xnad to BordMut completely 



open. The retreat of'Soultfs anny iras towards 
Toulouse, whither the main body of the British 

fursued him ; whilst Bayonne was invested by Sir 
ohn Hope. In this state ot aflhirs. Buonaparte 
released Ferdinand the Seventh and his brother 
Don Carlos. 

ALLIES ENTER TRANCE-TREATY OF CHAU 

MONT-BATTLE OF CRAONE. 

Tm alBed armies operating on die Rhine pro> 
bnbW exceeded half a million. Prussia and Aus- 
tria had, between them, an efibcdve force of two 
hundred and fifty thousand; Rusda alone had 
nearly two hundred thousand ; and to these may 
be added thirty thousand Swedes, ten thousand 
Danes, and a large number of troops contributed 

Sf the princes of the confederation of the Rhine. — 
n crossing that important river, the allies issued 
a proclamation, in which they decUred that, though 
victory had conducted them mto France, they had 
not come to make war upon her ; dielr wish and 
obfect were simply, to repel for from them the 

E>ke that the French government endeavoured to 
Bpose on their rcspecdve countries— countxiee 
which poss es sed the same rights to Independence 
and happiness as France. As conquest and splen- 
dour were not their olgecti, they therefore called 
upon the magistrates, land-owners, and cultiTatan, 
to remain at their homes, as the progress and stay 
of the allied armies wooM be obaracterised by the 
maintenance of public order, renpect to private 
property, and the most severe discipline. Notwith- 
standing all dioT had snlTered, they were not ani- 
mated bT a spirit of vengeance ; they knew how to 
distinguuh and separate the ruler of France from 
France herself : to him they attributed all their cap 
lamldes ; and not even were they dUspo»ed to re- 
taliate on the French nation any of those miseries 
which the revolution had brought on Europe.— 
WUIe Buonaparte never made war but for the 
purpose of conquest, and to gratify his amfaidon, 
other counsels guided the alUed monarchs. They^ 
indeed, were ambitiotis— they, indeed, sought glory : 
but their ambition and glorv were of a very oppc^ 
site character ftcua those of Buonaparte. The only 
conquest Which they desired ,was diat sfgipssoe ; 
not such a peace as Buoniqparte had ofte^^nocked 
Europe widi, but a peace which should secure to 
their own peofde, to France, and to Europe, a state 
of real repose. ** We hoped to find it befora 
toncbiog t&e soO of France; we come hither in 
quest of It r 

Marshal Blucher's army, amounting to eighty* 
thousand men, crossed die Rhine in three eohtoins ; 
general St. Priest a^oblents, generals Langeron 
and D'Yorck at Caub, and general Sacken at Man- 
helm ; whOe, at die same time, Brabant was en- 
tered bv fifty thousand men, to co-operate with the 
forces from England. But^t was not only with her 
troops and money that this country was determin- 
ed to assist the allies in their glorious purpose of 
restoring the tranquillity of Europe : as it was usp 
tural m sonpose that the downfall of Buonaparte* 
or, if he displayed a sincere desire for peace, a 
treaty with him, would take place, it was proper* 
in either case, that Britain, who had done so much* 
and who was so much interested in the result 
Should have her representative present with the 
allied armies ; and lord Castlereagh was selected 
for this purpose. 

Buonaparte found die Fkench nation very reluo- 
tant in coming forward against the invaders ; and 
the regular armies, which still remained to him, 
were % no means equal to cope with them : they 
therefore advanced mto France with little opposi- 
tion. By the middle of Jaiiuary part of the sJlied 
forces occupied Langres, an andent and considera- 
ble town, one hundred miles within the French 
fiqmtier. The principal armies which Boonaparta 
had been able to collect were under die command 
of marshals Victor and Marmont. The former ad- 
Tanced into Alsace, where he met the Bavarians, 
under general Wrede ; the French, however, were 
oompeued to evacuate this province, and, being 
brought to action in Lorraine, were defeated with 
great loss, and retreated on LunevlIIe. The cos- 
sacks, according to their usual custom, were great- 
ly in advance, having pushed on between ^inal 
and Nancy. The second French army, under Mar- 
mont, was ordered to oppose the adTance of Blu. 
dier ; but neither in relative force nor equlpnient 
was it equal to this object. Mannont, thereforua 
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t«tre»tcd h9pm fba Pk ohIh general to the 8Mr& 
lebiiid whicn rirer, aud wit^m die firontlen of Ola 
prance, lie took up a po«dtion. His retreat was 
tnadi harassed on one llaak by count Sacken, who 
occupied Worms, Spires, and Deux Fonts ; while, 
un the other, he jkras approached bv generM 
D'Yorcl^ who ocoopied Ireves and aaar-lioaif. 
Proitf this sketch it is evident that, eren widdn a 
month after the aUief had cfoased the Bhine, they 
were jKOAiDgfitf^npon Paris, itrhOe the Prpnch ar' 
mies which niid hitherto been collected were quite 
yicoiqpetent to resis't them with effect* 

On the twentV'fifth of January, Bnonaoarce leflt 
Paris, preceded oy Berthier, haTmg preriously con- 
dded the regency, during his anaence, to Maria , . 

Ik)ULsa. The Prench amies about tiiis time were \ and Ltonis Buonaparte ; and for tlie wi 
assembliog wittiin the line of the Mouse: Chalpi)s- of Prancfbrt. As these demands 
sur-Marne being the pomt towards which Mao- I power on France out of aU proportioa to liie 
donald, Marmont, Victor, and Mortier, were retread- great political bodies of Sorope, dw 
ing firom different quarters. The allied armies were j too allied soTermgas declared tnat, to 
^so concentrating ^d pressing on the aame point: 
Blucher by the way of Nancy and Toole; and 



to herself, ho weyer, the li^ tj ItoatiMwg _ 

tiogent in foreign troops, at the rate «f tmmtibm 
pounds per annum lor infiuitvy, and uuwtf mmm^^ 
for caralry. 1^ txeatv IknaUy stipi|}at«4 ttiaC Ito 
league should contiunf for twenty yena» and 
extend also to such qdier powers ae * ■^- 
mine to join the can(eiler>tien, At 1 _ 
^fteenth of Mardk, the French p]«upo|eut«ury pee- 
feoted a counter-propofitioa, demnulas tlMt li* 



Rfalne should form the bpundarv of tlie . _ _ 
pirn : that Antwerp, PliishinK, Nimegnesi, and _ 
of Waal, should be ceded to Franee ; and dhat Italy^ 
including Venice, should fonn % JungdoMa ISar the 
yiceroy, fiugeiie Bea<|harnois. to. additioii to i 
^^laimsne demajoded indemnities for Joeeph, Ji 



way 
S^hwartsenberg, who had the chief command of 
the Austrian aud Russian armies, b^ Langres and 
Chaumont. Anxiotu to prerent toe junction of his 
opponents, Buonaparte moTod forward to St. Diaier, 
^d on the twenty-ninth attacked Blucher at ^ti- 
enne, where, after a sanguinary conflict, he remain- 
ed master of the field. On the Arst of February he 
Main attacked the Prusuain general at La Hothiere, 
^ere he was beaten, with the loss of seventy-three 
pieces of cannon and of four thousand prisoners, 
and driven over die Aube to Troyes, from wlience 
the advance of Schwartaenberg compelled him to 
retreat to NogenLand abandon the ancient capitid 
ef Champagne. This rapid career, whidi tlirea^ 
ened speedy rulh to Buonaparte, stimulated him to 
fresh exertions, and he determined on tl4e plan of 
roncentratiog his force at particular points. His 
first efforts were directed against Blucher, whom 
he compelled, after a variety of actions, to retreat. 
In the mean time^ however, prince Schwartaenberg, 
with the Anstrians. was advancing upon Paris, oQd 
a corps had gained possession of Fontainblean on 
the seventeenth of February, which obliged Buona- 
parte to tarn his arms on that side ; and, after miieh 
fightink jlchwarlaenberg was comppUed to -iiUi- 
draw 1^ positions on tne Seine, and establish his 
l^ad-quarters at Troyes. This city was evacuated 
ny'tho allies on the twenty-tliird; it was, however, 
retiotered on the fourth of March by general Wrede, 
at WBfch time Buonaparte was manning against 
BluolijBr. 

]>wag these operations the pleidpotentiarie* 
ft-om^e several belligerent powers assembled at 
ChatiUon, where Cauhncourt^ppeared on the part 
of FVance. The treaty, which proceeded upon the 

ground of placing France in uie same territorial 
(nation as she stood under her kings, with seme 
addition to her ancient limits, contained a propose 
don Oiat her capital should he occupied by the al- 
Bed armies till the cooolnslon of a definitive treaty. 
Buonaparte, elated by the temporary successes 




Occupy 

moment nearer to Vienna than tLey are to Paris I" 
The advantages, howevor. of the allies were im- 
mense I every fortress which fell on either side of 
<he Rhine augmented their means of invasion ; the 

ader, the Elbe, and the Rhme, had become a triple 
Ae of reserves, from which they continually drew 
reinforcements ; and the obstacles that had hitherto 
retarded their progress were daily diminishing. 
Anxious, however, to ascertain Buonaparte's views 
and intentions, the allied sovereigns allowed Caul- 
incourt to present a counter proposition, stipulaJting 
only that it should correspond with the spirit and 
substance of the conditions already submitted ; and 
the tenth of March was fixed upon, by mutual con- 
sent, as the period at whieh the final detenninatioa 
shotOd be made. 

In the mean time a treaty was ainied at Chan- 
moDt, by which Austria, Russia, England, and 
Prussia, undertook each to bring one hundred and 
futy thousand men into the field, and engaged, 
should Bttopaparte rfl(jectthe propositions submitted 
to him, to employ all their means in a vigorous pro- 
secution of the war. Britain also engaged to tut- 
nlsh a nubsidy of five million pounds to be eQually 
divided among the other three powers; reserving 





negotiations, under the present aus|^iees, 
to renounce the ohjects they had ' 
betrav the confidence repiosed in 
nersdf abandoned Buimaparte to his fiatay.aaA 
congress wm dUaolf ed* 

Operations were not relaxed in 
th^se negotiations. On the fifth of 

Krte was repulsed at Soiasons, wlikift foi 
ring terioe chaaged masters, had bm 
portunely reduced hy Wiaaingerode mad 
the head of thirty tfaJousand men. Re ths 
flank movepient on Graooe, which coveied 
wing of Blucher 's army^ and an obstinate 
ment ensued, during whiph the Pmsr ' — — 
tached ten thousand cavalry, with 
fliruw tbe^elves on the uaA and ri 
French; but this matioeavrewas unsr 
on the seventh Bluober retreated in 
der upon Laon, ^here Ito. was joicMd by t 

sians who had evacuated SoissoBa. Here 

attacked hy Buonaparte, with his whole turce^ sa 
the. ninth ; and, after a severe aetioa 
the following day, he retained '_ 
Prench retreating towards Soiasons, with 

of forty-eight meces &f cannon and I 

priaonen. In Blucher Buonanartei Jband an 
oniiit, wiko, ifi every vicissitude, preacmled 
ample oi constancy and heroism s «od te 

Erowess he is said to have paid an ipuroloacaiy iri> 
ute, on one occasion, hy exdaiming ikst he 
rather fi|iit ten regular aenerale 
drunken nussar ; fin* the diiy after ha 
defeated bun, he was sure to fold Uaa a 
ever to renew the combat. 

In the course of Ids route Buonaparte 
Rheims, and continued his march towavds 
SchwartxenbeiUf who, on the twenty-i 
position before Arcis-sur-Aube. After an 
engagement. Buonaparte, appsehonsivfi ef 
prise firom Blucber, avoided a feat 
retreated upon Vitry and St. DLim 
were no^- directed to prevent the jaoctMa ef 
Sehwirtienberg and Blucher ; but fa ftorftestog Ut 
object, by passmg the Aube with Us whole 
near Vitry, he left himself open to tha held 




which was immediately adopted by the allSes^ who 
lost no time in placing themselvee batwaea the 
French army and Paris, and prereadiag tUthBr, 



with a united force of atleast two handred l 
men. 

On the twenty-ibwrth ef Mardi prinoe SehvasCr 
senberg established his head-quartere at Vi»y ; and 
6n the same day field-marshal Bhieher ani^ed, wHk 
a large proportion of his army, at ChaUwe. Geaa. 
ral windnf erode and Caemicheff ware nam dM> 
patched, with ten thousand horse and fifty pleosa 
of cannon, to observe the march of Napoleon ea 
St. Diaer, and to menace hb ^ear. the ama9»> 
meats l>ei^ complete, the king of Pnuaia iasaed 
orders to marshal Blucher to direct hia fisMo ea 
Paris ; and on the twenty-fifth the ftnirtriT ramiam 
army foced about ftom Vitry, and -took tha saiM 
diieclian, by the route of F«;e Ghampeaofisa, wheia 
a juaotion between the two analas wee ftrnaai. 
On their march the allies had the good fatane te 
intercept a column of five tboasand 
from Paris an immense onnvoy of 
provisions for Buonaparte. The 
tablished iu head-quaittrs at Gou 

twenty-seventh, havlag marched 

leagues hi three d«ys, abd being bow ea^ '• 




(■•i fmiB ^arta. Tho plan of ths allied •oma- ^ 

waa to coocaiitiatA the wtaola of tliair forca 

•a <l^ right banka of tbo Mazaa and tha $aiaa, and 
4o attack. Fam op the north, by taking a position 
«>a the hbighti of Montmartre, On the twenty- 
«>ighththay continued their prvgroM to Moanx, and 
ia^tho arcning anived in the neighboarhood of the 
Faooch matropoiis, without hariag aacoontareSlaay 
fi t ni i iitnhlff obetada* 
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OCCUPATION OP PARICk-ABDIOATION 
BXrONAPABTB. 



OF 



UiTHsaTO Baeoaparta bad displayed to his ar- 
mv the most ioYincibSe confidence in the final re- 
•uit of the campaign, considering the armies to 
'vphich he was opposed as pat off in their retread 

Cd enclosed in tho heart of France. Ronsed at 
kgth from this delusion by intelligence, received on 
the twenty-seventh, that the allies were marching 
diiectly on Paris, he advanced to the Aube. On the 
tweoU-niqth at dayfareak«whibt preparing to pass 
that river at the bridge of Doulancourt, a courier ar- 

a* ved with intelligence that marshals Marmont and 
iortier, afttfi having faUen hack before the enemy, 
%irere makins^dispontiQns to defSend the capital ; and, 
aware vt themsoffidency of their meaos, ho foresaw 
the gatastrophe which was about to destrmr the 
great edifice of his power. The troops left lor its 
defence consisted of the remains of the corpp 
which had fallen back before the allied armies ; fire 
or six thoosand regulars in garrison, command^ by 
generals Coupana and Ornans ; and thirty thousand 
iMtional guards, of whom eight or ten thoosand at 
fbo most were fit for active service. This small 
army, wnder the immediate command of Joseph 
Baonaparte, assistod by Mortier and Marmont, and 
ttuB governor^eneral, Hnlin, had taken 'a position 
an traat of the heights of Montmatre, under cover 
of mnoe intrenchmentfe hastily thrown no, and lined 
with one hundred and fifty "pieces or artillery ; 
tkeir line extended td the villages of Pantin, Re- 
■sainTille, and Bellevflle. The canal, and the ma- 
ture of the groimd aliQgeth%r, rendered this poei< 
tkm. a strong -one, particolarly as the allied cavalry 
bad no extent of ground to moke a charge. In the 
Juterim. Buonaparte had issued orders to defend 
the capbU to ^e last extremity, bdng himself, as 
he aunouaoed, on his march to relieve It. At dawn 
on the th&rtieth, the alliee, wishina if oossible to 
wpare the efiVisioo of blood, sent a flag of truce into 
Paris ; but admittance being refused, they resolved 
to attack the enemy on the heights, the result of 
which waa a brilliant victory, and the possession of 
Paris. In every direction Uie IVench troops had 
heen d^ftven to the barriers, and the capital was 
atiottt to be forced, when marshal Marmont. on 
whom the eommand had devolred, despatched an 
ottcer to generid BarcUy do Tolly to solicit a truce ; 
engaging to abandon all the ground which he occu- 
pied beyond the barriers, and to sign a capitulation 
for <he surrender of the city in two hours. The 
Russian general instantly so* mitted this proposi- 
tfen to his imperial master, and to the king of Pros- 
aia, vho were both on die field, and the truce was 
agreed to withoot hesitation. At four o'clock in 
the afternoon count de Nesselrode entered the city, 
ftnmifhed with full powers to ratify tiie capitula- 
tion, which was conclnded at two o'clock m Iho 
morning of the tfihrtyfirst of March. 

Baonaparte arrrred at IVoyes at elevqn o'clock at 
Ught on the twenty-nindi, having exhausted his 
troops by a march of twenty leagues that day, and, 
«tHrty on tbe fbHowing moning, took the dnrection 
of Sens ; but so great waa his impatience, that with 
an escort of 'one thousand five hundred cavalry, he 
proceeded with the utmost rapidity to Fontainbleau, 
and in the night of the same day arrived at Cour 
de France, about four leagues from Paris. Barlr 
in the mornhig of the tidrty-first he receited intel- 
ligence that Gb capital had capitalated, and that 
no efibrts could now prevent tiie' entrance of the 
allied armies into Paris. In tUa emeri^ency he held 
a coancil with Ua oftcen, at which it was deter 
srined that Buonaparte should repair to P^niain- 
bleau, aud-there rally his araay, while CauHaeourt 
pffooeeded t<f tiie head-quarters of the allied mo- 
aarehs, furnished with full powen to coincide in 
such conditions as the coaquarora aaifhtbe diapoeed 
to dictate* 

Th«i mOitary gOTetnment of Paris was Oonfided 
to general Baron Saoken ; and the proprjeay of thia 
choie* iraa inaatfefted by the good ordei md ttaa- 



quiUity which preralledhiaU quarters. The senate 



was flke only Mdy which 



posseesed 
it iiself CT 



any authority 



but this assembly thought iiself crushed beneath 
the ruins of Buonaparte's throne, tin a declaratioa 
on the part of the emperor Alexander called it into 
action. This proclamation was no sooner promul* 
gated than tiie senators were suddenly convoked by 
prince Talleyrand de Perigord, in his quaUtv of 
vice-grand elector. Sixty-five senatbrs assemUed, 
by this authority, on theilrHt of April, threw off thi{ 
imperial sway, and created a provisional goTcm. 
ment, charged witii the office of re-establisliing the 
functions and administration of the state. The in- 
stallation of the provisional government was slgna. 
liaed by an address to the French armies, in which 
it was said, ** You are no longer the soldiers of Na- 
poleon : the senate and all France release you firom 
your oath." On the following day, the second of 
April, the senate decreed that Baonaparte had Ibr- 
feited the throne of France, and that the peoplOa 
as well as tiie army, were x«leaaed fkom the oath 
of fidelity. At the close of the sitting the members 
proceeded, in a body, to the emperor of Russia, 
who, after receiving tiieir homage, addressed them 
in these terms : — ** A man, who called himself my 
ally, came as an uigost aggressor ioto my dominions. 
It m against him, and not against prance, that I 
have carried on thp war. I am tiie friend of die 
French, and you cause me to renew this declara- 
tion. It is just and wise that France should hare 
strong and liberal institutions, commensurate with 
her present enlightened state. The allies and I 
have only come to protect die f^edom of your de- 
cisions. As a ptOoT of the durable alliance which I 
wish to contract with your nation, I restore to yea 
all the prisonera now in Russia. The provisional 
government has solicited this of me : I |Tant it to 
the senate in consequence of die resolution which 
it has taken." Thus were two hundred thousand 
French captives restored without ransom, and ve- 
turned, from the extremities of Europe and Asiaa 
to the boaom of their faxoiliee. 

Marshal Marmont, in a eorreependeace wUh 
pi^QCc Schwartxenburg, on the third of April, pro- 
fessed his readiness to aecede to the deeroe by 
which Baonaparte tvas declared to have forfeited 
die throne of France ; but he required, as a guavaa* 
tee, that all feroops quitting tha standard of Napo- 
leon sboold have leave to pass ftredy into Normi^i. 
dy ; and that, if the events of the war should place 
Buonaparte as a prisoner in the hands of the iBies, 
his life and safety should he guaranteed, and he 
shoald be sent to a country chosen by the allied 
powen and the French grvemment. To these de- 
mands prince Schwartienberg acceded ; and Mar- 
mont, vrith his corps of twelve thousand Bien,passcd 
within the fines of the allies. In the mean time 
Baonaparte collected all his troops at FontaiaUearav 
amounting to sixty thousand men, and aanouneed 
that it waa his intentioa to march hia army to dia 
capital, and to repel the lavaders. Tho sunggie. 
hdwever, had become hopeless^ and aaior-geBeral 
Berthier was deputed to repair to the pafaoe dnriaa 
the ni^t of the third of April, and to reeommewl 
to Buonaparte the salutary measure of abd i ca t b a . 
Ihe first mention of the sul^ect raased Ua h|to 
rage : but when marshals Ney, Oudinot, and Mao^ 
donald, who afterwards arrived, assured hna that 
this alone could save the ooaatry,hia spirit seemed 
subdued, and he cotiseated to ahitieato his fhroaa 
ilk favourof his soa, tha infant king of Rome. Thio 
proposal it was determined to submit to the saoata 
and ttie French natien ; and en the foarth awnhals 
Ney and Maedonald, aceempaaled by CauUncoart^ 
were deputed to repair to Paria lor that p«rposa. 
At the conference which enaaed, TaUeyraad, gen- 
eral Pone di Borgo, and othen, atteaded ; and the 
result waa, that the Bonxhoa dyaasty shoald be re. 
■toied. At the breakins up of the conference mar. 
shals Ney and MaodoaaM retaraed to Poatainhleaa, 
whera ttey arrived at elegea o'clock at night oa 
the fifth. Ney was the first to enter the apanaseata 
of the Mdaoe* when Baoaaparte inquired, widi 
earnestness, if he had succeeded. " In part, she," 
said the marshal, "but not with regard to the ra- 
nnoy— ic wab too late— revolutions never give way, 
fhia haa taken its coarse, and the senate will to* 
Mtorww recognise the BOufbona." The marshal 
then oroceeded to stete that the penamal safety of 
the emperor and his family had- been stipulated for; 
that he wonU be perasitted to ratise to the Isle of 
Biha, whkh waa to be poiscsMd by him in fen so%o. 
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fvignty ; and that a aflpend of two minieii of franoa 
would be allowed for lib annual expenditinra. In 
▼iitue of theae anancemonta Boonaparte oonaented 
to tbe entire renutetation of tala ri^ta, and on the 
Bixth of April announced Ua abdication in the fol- 
lowing terma :— "The allied powers have proelaiuw 
ed that the emperor Napoleon is the only ofaetacle 
to the re-eatabliahment of peace in Europe : the 
^ emperor, ftuthful to his oath, declares that he re* 
' Bounces, for himself and his heirs, the thrones of 
France and Italy ; and that there is no personal 
[aacriftce, even that of life, which he is not ready to 
j make for the interest of France." In the OTent of 
her surriving him, a rerersion of one million of 
ftrancs waa to be ei^nyed by his consort, Maria 
Louisa, to whom were aasigned the dutdiies of 
Farma, Placentia, and Guastalla; and a revenue of 
two BKUUon ftre hundred thousand francs was as- 
aigned in Tarious proportions to his mother, bro- 
thers, and sisters. These revenues were to be 
charged on the great book of France. Joaeph and 
Jerome Buonaparte fled from Blois, after endear- 
Onring to compel their sister in law to accompany 
them to Orleans. Next day count Schouwalow ar* 
lived to take her under his protection, and to con. 
duct her to the head quarters of the emneror of 
Anstila. On the twentieth Buonaparte aeparted 
from Fontainhleau for Elba, accompanied by |;ene- 
rals Bertrand and Drouet, who retired with hun to 
that island. The exiles were escorted on <heir 
Journey by four superior ofBcers, acting as com- 
missioners to the allied powers, together with one 
hundred and flfcy foreign troopa, anpported by de- 
tachments placed at a distance from each odier. 

On the twelfth of March die dtv of Bourdeaux 
was occiwied by marshal Beresfor^ with a deta<^ 
aent of fifteen thousand men, at the request of Uie 
inhabitants, who, having mounted the white cot^ade 
and declared for the Bourbons, Lad received tbe 
due d'Angouleme, nephew to the unfjortunate Louis 
me sixteenth, and husband to his daughter, with 
geaeral acdamat&ona. On the twenty-iil& of March 
two deputiea from Bourdeaox arrived in England, 
aoad wailed on Louis the eighteenth at Hartweu 
House; shorjly after which deputies also came 
Inim other parts of France. 

BATTLE OP TOULOUSE. 
SouLT retreated towards Toulouse, which, tfiongh 
not naturally yery strong, he had time to place in 
a posture of defence, aa the continual falls of rain 
impeded the advance of the allied army. On tiie 
eighth of April the French cavalry were driven 
from a TlQage on a small river which falls into tbe 
Garonne, below the town. 11m ninth was occupied 
in making piujparations ; and on the tenth they 
were carried mto esecutioo. After a long and 
arduous conteat, the allied army established them- 
sdres OB three of the sides of Toulouse ; and, having 
turned the Ftenoh army, compelled it ftnaUy to 
retreat, leaving three generals, B'Harisse, Burrot, 
and St. HUlair, and siauteen hundred men, prisoners 
in the hands of the victors. Of the numerous battles 
fought by lord Wellington, in the south of Europe, 
that of Toulouse, which wse the last of the cam- 
paign and of the war, is among the most sanguinary : 
the engagement, which commenced at seren o'clock 
Sn die morning, did not cease till die same hour in 
the erening ; aud the number of the kOled and 
wounded, in the allied armies, amounted to nearly 
lire thousand. On the el^enth intelligence reached 
Toulouse that Buonaparte waa dethroned, and the 
informatioa was immediatdy communicated to 
marshals Soult and Suchet ; but they did not oon- 
sidcr it auOdendy authentic to induce them to lay 
down their anna; and, in die interral, Sir John 
Hope was made prisoner in a sortie of the enemy 
from Bayonne. Other arrlrals, howerer, placed 
the foct out of an doubt, and a suspension of hosd- 
Hdes was agreed upoig on the same basis as tbe 
eoBTeotlon of Paris. 

CONVENTION OF PAR18-ENTRAN0S OF. 

LOUIS EIGHTEENTH. 

At the period of the reotoradon, Louis tbe eigli- 
toenth waa conllned, at his rural retirement in 
England, by sickness and intimity ; in consequence 
of whieh his brother, the count d'Artois, was ap- 
pointed lieutenant general of France, and made hia 
publio entry faito Paris on dM twelfth of ApriL 
■urvoBOded hj several of the great officers of atate, 
and attended by a group of fVench marshals. 




On die fiffceenth die e i nper oi «f Aoatitey 
hitherto remained at DQon, also entered the 
capital In great state. On dM twenty- 
Tendon was signed between die allied . 
France, by which it waa agreed that 
should ererr where cease, and dwt tkn nlBrd 
armies should evacuate the Frencdi territory 
fourteen days ; the boundary Une to be oT 
being that which consdtnted the Emte of 
on the flrat of Jaauaiy, ITIB. Fiftoen d^ye 
allowed for mutual evacnatfona in Pleda 
twenty days in Spain ; the fleets Srere to l _ _ 
their dien present stations ; but all Uobkndee 
to be raised, and the flsheries and 'irwrimg 
permitted. AH prisoners were mntaaDy ~ 
and sent to their respeetiTo coontries. Oa 
third of May Louis the eighteenth (who hnd 
conducted into London by tbe prmce-regeBt 
convoyed firom Puver to Calaa by the doi 
Clarence, at which places he was jorfoHy 
comed) made his solemn entry into Faria. 
procession was very briUiant, and puaed in 
order and decorum ; but die expreerfv 

faction were by no means universal, . 

amoog &« soldufry. On die preoediny'dny he 
issued a deelaradon, forming the basis of that < 
adtutional charter by which the liberties of the \ 
don were to be secured. The repreaentBlleB 
to be Tested in two bodies, the diambera of 
and of dm>ndes ; the taxes to be freely 
pu blic and individual Uborty to be e ecmed ; H 
Bberty of die press, saving necessary precnoiiDi 
for public tranquillity, to be respected ; Nbetty 
worship allowed ; property to be faiTlolable, 
the sale of nadonai estates irrevocable ; the 
ten responsible ; the Judicial power 
and the public debt guaranti^ ; the 
ranks, and honours of die military, and the 
and new nobility, were to be preserved, «Bd the 
legion of honour maintained. 

PEACE. 

On die thirtiedi of May a definitfTe treaty of 
peace was signed at Paris, by which the Intei^fly 
of the French boundaries, as they existed on 4e 
first of January, 1791, was assured, with aooae sanfl 
adduions on the side of Germany and BelglaBL 
and a more considerable annexation on fhet ei 
Savoy, including Chamberi and Annecy, togefter 
with Avignon, the Venaissin, and MootbeBard. 
The navigation of the Rhine was declared flrc e fte 
duties payable on its banJu to be hereafter setded ; 
Holland, under the sovereignty of tibe house of 
Orange, was to receive an increase of feenitory— 
the sovereignty in no case to be anlted with a 
foreign cnown ; the German states were to be inde- 

Eendent, and united by a federal league ; Switaer- 
tnd to be independent under its own gorernmeut: 
Italy, out of the Austrian lunits, to be composed ti 
sovereifu states ; Malu, and its dependencies, la 
belong to Great fiitaiu. France recovered all (ha 
colonies, setdements, and fisheries whic^ she pee- 
sessed on tbe first of January, 179S, exceptingTo> 
bago, St. Lucie, and the Isle of France, with iKs 
dependencies, which were ceded to England ; and 
a part of St- Domingo, which waa to revert to 
Spain. The king of Sweden renounced, in fiivoar 
of France, nis claims on Guadaloupc, and Ponogul 
restored French Guiana. In her commerce with 
British India, France was to eiuoy the focaUOop 
granted to the most favoured nations, but not la 
erect fortifications in the establishments restored to 
her. The naval arsenals and sh^ of war, in ttm 
maritime fortreases which she surrendered In the 
late convention, were to be divided between her 
and the countriea in which such fortresses wers 
situated; Antwerp, in future, to be only & 
mercial port. Plenipotentiaries firum the now 
engaged in the late war w.0re to aasenme at 
Vienna, to complete die dispoaitiona of the treaiv. 
The king of France engaged to convperate with las 
Britannic miyjeatv in his efifbrts for obtaining ths 
total abolition or the slave-trade ; and, after the 

Erivate <4aiins of her suldecte on Annoe shodU 
ave been satisfied. Great Britain generously con- 
sented fo remit in her favour the whole excess for 
the maintenance of prisoners of war. 

ROYAL VISITERS TO ENGLAND. 

Tn a restoration of peaco» alter so long and ard» 
ous a atruggle, was hailed in Bagiand with the 
moat lively satisfoction ; an air of gladnesa, Joy, 
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mmA •Kihaltow, wm d tftw i* OT«r th« w1m>I« eoun- , 
tfid fte aMtropoHft was oonvwrted into « ' 
I of favflCy, nercr rarpaiMd on any occuion, ! 
tiM amril, enrly*ln Jane, of th« emperor of' 
■ila and Us •tocer, the grand dutdMao of Olden- 
biurgb, the king of Pmaaia and hb mnw, with the 
awMt dJattofoiahed of the allied jenenla, indadlng 
Blochor* Platoir Banuay oe ToUy, CxemicheA 
I>'Yor«^ and Bolow. Prince llettemlch, and 
••Tend of the aaoat distingoiahed continental atatea- 
saen, alio aeoompanied them. They were receiTOd 
amd entertained with all the hono«m dne to aneh 
illoatrioas Tiaitera ; and, after a atay of ahout three 
'weeka, daring which ilbimina'tiona, galaa, and 
iraating, were the order of the day, they retnmed 
to the continent, to be preacnC at a general con- 
Sreaa of the Earopean poweta at Vienna. 

RSSTORATIOK OF THE FOPE— AND FEB. 
0INAND--SOUTH AMERICAN AFFAIRE. 

Onx of. the trat acta of Om Fk«ndi proriaional 

Ktemnient waa to facilitate the retnm of pope 
aa the seventh to his dominions ; who. to evince 
kis gratitude to his patrons and to all Europe, 
adopted the extraordinary measnre of re-eat^iah- 
ing the order of Jesuits,, a deteatation of whoee 
pruidnlea had, in 1773, become so noiTeraal in the 
cathotae world, that their aopprsssinn was eifeeted 
bv theconcatrent efforts of the BourlMm sovereignst 
He had also anouneed his intention of rerivlng all 
^e n^onastic institutions, and invited the dlapersed 
raeaabers of those fratemitiea to repair to Borne, 
wheM the vacant conventa sbonld be prepared fn 
Claeir receptioo. 

In Spain, one of the Uteat artiiloea of Buonaparte 
was that of proposing to liberate Ferdinand the 
•eventh, on condition that he ahonid delircr up 
certain garrisons to 0ie French. By this means 
the enemy would hare been reinforced with twenty, 
thousand men, which might have torned the scale 
against lord Welliogton, and thus the spreading of 
this insarrection in mroar of Louis the eighteenth, 
im the soudtem departments4>f France, would have 
been impeded : general Copons, howerer, succeed- 
ed fai obtaining the person of Ferdinand without 
acceding to the invidious demand of the French 
ruler. The liberated monarch arrived at Oerona 
an the twenty>Anirth of March, and was every 
where eMhusiaatiaaliy received by the Spanish 
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Foople. Their beloved sorereiga was restored to 
neir wishes, and their hearts cherished the reviving 
thought <tf peace, happiness, and security; but. 
alaa f how soon was the intozicatiog chalice fated 
to be dashed from their Ups I One of the first im- 
Ijabeo of the ** belored Ferdinand" was to overturn 
the coostitution which had been fhuned *»y the 
aorleo — to spurn bis deliverers from his presence— 
to condemn the saviours of their country to exile, 
imprisonment, and death— to re-estiU>1iah the Inoui- 
altion— and to encompass himself i^ithln a pestifer- 
ous swarm of bigoted priests and crime-diseased 
noblesse, the wretched remnants of his fStther's in. 
Ihmous court. From the arbitrary measures pur- 
aued by Ferdinand, it waa evident that he would 
he disposed to re<!uce by fbroe, rather than reclaim 
by condUatiaa, the revolted colonies. A compul- 
Mry loan, impoeed on the merchants of Cadis, enabled 
him to eqaip eight thoasand troop^ the command 
of wblcli was intrusted to general MuriUo ; and the 
expedition sailed, towards tho close of the year, for 
South America, where Montevideo held out fbr the 
muither country, thoag^ blockaded by land and sea, 
and reduced to great extremities. The naval Ibrce 
of Buenos Ayres was commanded by commodore 
Brown, an Eni^iabman, aninst whom the governor 
of Montevideo sent out a flotilla, over which Brown 
obtained a complete victory, and Montevideo soon 
afterwards surrendered. In Chili the authority of 
Ferdinand the seventh was acknowledged, on con- 
dition that trade be fireely permitted with allied 
and neutral nations, cspecUuy with Great Britain. 
In Veneauela ^e royaBsts obtained a victory which 
enabled ttMm to regain poaseasioa of the Caracas. 



PARLIAMENT— HONOURS CONFERRED ON 
WELLINGTON, *e. 



PiULiAViKT was not re assembled till the 
ty4hiit of Marob, 1814, when the allied armies wi 
within a few days' maroh of their ultimate deetina- 
tlea. The fl«ut b« 
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tion auide by the ghaaeeller of tho ea eh a q uer, ibr 
a grant of two million potrnds^ on aeeonat uf the 
army extraordinariee, in additmn to threo millkm 
pounds befiwe voted. On the twenty aeooria, Ooal- 
boum introduced a bill for preventing the grant of 
any patent oflloe in the ODlonles for any longer 
term dian during sach time as the grantee should 
discbarf e the duties of the oOee in peiuon, and be- 
have well dierein. A bill, introdoeed by Sir Samud 
Rmnilly. for taking away corruption of blood in 
cases of felony and high treason, was passed, wi.h 
an amendment proposed by Vorke, purporting 
that no attainder of fekmy not extending to high 
treason, petty treason, and murder, do lead to ooc- 
rnpticnofblood. 

.The price of com being at this time high, a men* 
sure, the ddect of which waa to prohibit importa. 
tiou, excited general alarm, especially in tho maau. 
fiteturing and coasmerciiJ distrMts, and its promoten 
were accused of a design to sacrifice the trading to 
the landed interest, in order to enable the country 

Smdemen to keep up their greatly in crea sed rents, 
n the fifth of May, Sir Henry PameU mlved, in 
die conunons, a resolution for permitting, at aU 
times, the exportation of grain from any part of 
the United Kingdom. This iMing carried, a second 
resolulioa was proposed for regulating tne impor- 
tation of grain by a schedule, aufording to which, 
when die home price of wheat was sixty-three 
shillings per quarter, or under, foreign wh^t 
should be liable to a duty of twenty-four shillings ; 
when the home price was eighty six shXlings, it 
should be duty free ; and at all InteraMdiate prices 
tile same ratio should be preserved : and a third 
resolution for the wareboasing of foreign, corn, 
duty free, for re-exportation. A bill, founded on 
the first resoludon, was passed ; but, in consequence 
of the groat number of petitions against any alter> 
ation in the corn laws, the further eonsiderudon of 
meaanres for regulating the importation was post- 
poned to another session. 

The prince rMont conferred up in fleM-marahal 
the marquis of Wellington the dignity of duke and 
marqub of the united kiogdom of Great Britain and 
Irehmd, by the sltyle and dtle of Marquis Oouro and 
Duke of Wellkigton in the county of Bomerset. To 
support the dignity thus conferred upon him, the 
sum of foui hundred thousand ooonds was voted 
by pariiament, in addition to one hundred thousand 
pounds granted on a former occasion. At die same 
dme Sir John Hope was raised to the peerage, 
under the dtle of Lord Niddry ; Sir Stapleton Cot. 
ton waa created Lord Combermere ; sir Thomas 
Graham Lord Lynedoch; Sir Rowland Hill, Lord- 
Hill; and Sir William Boresford, Lord Bcreaford; 
and the dignitiea of the three latter were accom* 
panied by a grant of two thousand pounds per an- 
num each. On the twenty-eighth of June the 
duke of Wellington took his seat for the first time 
in the house of peers, when he modesdy expressed 
his thanks fbr toe approbation bestowed upon his 
conduct. 

PRINCESS OF WALES. 

A SBoaT time before the arrival of the royal 
visiters in this country, the princess of Wales re- 
ceived a letter firom the queen, acquainting her dmt 
in a communicadon from her son, die prince regent, 
he stated that her majesty's intendoa of hwdlng 
two drawinff-rooms in the ensiling month having 
been notified to the public, he must declare that he 
considered his own presence at her court indispen- 
sable; and that he desired it might be distincdy 
understood, for reasons of wUch he alone could be 
the Judge, to be hia fixed and unalterably determl- 
natfon not to meet the princess of Walea upon any 
occasion, either in public or in private. Tne prin- 
cess replied that, though she could not so Ux foraet 
her duty to the king and to herself as to surrender 
her right, she should not, in this instance, present 
herself at the drawing-rooms of the next monflk — 
The princess next addressed a letter to the piinoe^ 
demanding to know what drenmstances ooold jua- 
ti^ the proceeding he had thus thought fit to adopt. 
After open persecution and mvsterious inqniries« 
upon undefined charses, themaiice of her enemies, 
she said, fell efitiJRwr upon theaaselves, and she 
was restored to tha lul emoyment of her rank in 
his mi^esty'k court. She had been declared huno- 
owity and would not submit to be treated as guilty. 
Her royal Ughness proceeded to state that ooce- 
siona might arise (one she tirufted wes far dlslMU 
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when *•' mul a^P^r to pabH«, taa bto royil 
bighneM aratt be preient ako* The thne selected 
for tUe fifKeeMng, the Mid, nede it peculiarly 
gaUInf t meny iUnstriooB ■traogen were already 
En Bngjand, indodlog the heir of the house of 
Orange, who had aaaovnced himaelf aa her ftitare 
aon-i&>law ; others were expected, of equal rank, 
to r«goice with bis royal highness in the j^ce of 
Esrope ; her daughter would, fur the lint time, ap- 
pear m the splendoor and publicity beoomtng the 
approaching nuptials of the presanptiTe heiress of 
tbe empire ; and, of all his UM^estys suttjectfl, she 
alone was inrerented from appearug in her place 
to partake of the general joy, and deprired of the 
indulgence in those feelings of pride and alUBctiim 
radtted to erery mother but her. Her royal 
also addressed a letter to the speaker, en- 
for the information of the house of oom- 
s,'tlie corre^ondenee which had passed on this 
After the letters had been read, Methnen 
that an humble address be presented to 
royiA highness tte prince regent, to pray that 
he wmda be gradoosly pleased to acquaint the 
house by whose adrlee he was induced to form Che 
' Axed and nnalfeerablo determination never to 
meet her royal highness the nrineem of Wales, 
upon any occasion, either in pimlio or prirate.' "^ 
Ministein contended that it was not within the 
province of the hevse to interfere in this ease ; 
end the debute, which was carried on yiUi closed 
doors, terminnted in Metfanen's consentiDg to with- 
draw his motion, firem a hope that the rigorous 
proeeeding announced acainst tfie princess would 
not he acted upon at tae approaching drawing- 
In this expectation tae honourable gentle- 
n was disappointed ; but when the subject was 
again leshmed on the twenty-third of June, Me- 
thnen dwnltmere unen the necessifrof increasing 
the establishment of the princess of Wales Chan on 
the indignity and iiqustloe olfcred to her; on which 
lord Casdereagh obserred that it was the first time 
parlimnent had been told that en increased provi- 
simi for her royal Idghnem was the object wMcfa her 
friends had in riew. His lordship proceeded to 
atate that he bad no objeotiott to submit to the 
house, on a fature day, a proposal on this vnlirject ; 
and, in cendnsioa, adverted to a fact not before gen- 
erally known, nameK, that there was in existence 
an instrument dated in the year 1860, signed by the 
pifcaoe and princess of Wales, and approred by his 
mi^ty, and to which his signature, as weR as that 
of a Unrce proportion of the ministers of the time, 
was applied, wnich prorided for a distinct establish- 
ment for the princess, and admitted the foct of the 
separation. On the fevrth of July lord Castlereagh 
prcqposed that such an increase should be nMde to 
the income of the piimm s as would enable her to 
maintain an estabttshment more suited to her si- 
tua«k>n ta this country ; and he ttiouf^t die most 
desinMe meaeore would be to raise it to that point 
to wfaieh it would be adranoed in die erent of die 
death of die prince-regent : his proposal th e re f ore 
that the net annual sum of ftlty thouand 
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pounds should be granted to the princess of Wales, 
and ttiat the five thousand pounds and serenteen 
thousand ^pounds per aonnm, which she at present 
obeyed, should be withheld firom the prince- 
regenf s income. This sum was, at her own re- 
quest, reduced to thirty-fire thousand pounds; 
and the princese Aordy afterwards asked, and 
readily obtained, permission to make a tour to the 
CoBtlMni. 

LORD COCBRANB. 

PoKllo attention was strongly excited doriog 
ike seaaion by a presecvtkm against lord Cochrane 
and seven others, for a conspiracy to create a 
ftaudulent advance in the price of the public foods, 
by cir cu l a t i ng folse intelUgence of the defeat and 
deatik of Buonaparte. The trick was carried into 
effeoty'widi temporarv snccem, on the eleventh of 
Febtnary ; and the whole of the defendants being 
found gmity, tte sentence passed on lord Cochrane 
was, that he pay a fine offlve hundred pounds, bo 
imniisuned twelve months, and stand once in the 
pffloffjl dds part of the sentence uias, however, re- 
aitiea. On the fifth of July the house of commons 
«sp«n0d Us lordship by a majoaity of one hundred 
and forty to forty-four : he, bewerer, asserted Us 
endre ignorance of the whole plot, that he was 
placed under disadvantages by the nature of the 
yteaec n tien and the conduct of the judge, and the 



eiectors of Westminster felt to eonfident e« hin t^ 
noeence, that they re-elected him not ciklfr vri* 
opposition, but in triumph* His nxntn ^m 
erased from among the knii^its of the Bntb. 

FINANGB. 

Tax national laceme and expen dl hirc 
&e tUrteenth of Jene, brought under the < 
tien of the boose- of commons. Hie whole 
of tito joint and separate charges for the 
tte year were.etated by the cbancdIoT of 
chequer at sixty-seven million five fanodred 
seventeen thousand four hundred and eerentf- 
eight pounds for England ; and for Iretend nt &^ 
nmlion one hundred and seven thotisand and ninety- 
fourpounds, making the total expenra of the year 
seventy-five mlHion rix hundred and twenty-lbnr 
thousand five hundred and seven ty.twopoon^b. To 
meet the eiharj>es npon the public revenne^ the 
taxes and the loans «f the year for England vmoU 
produce sixty-seven million seven hondred aa»d 
eight thousand five hundred and forty-five poonda. 
The exports of the past year had rery considenhly 
exceeded those of me most flourishing jear at any 
former period. The total amount ot the loan lor 
1814 was twenty-four million pounds, being ciglitecn 
mllKon five hundred thousana pounds for lh»|i^iid^ 
and five million five hundred uionsand pounds for 
Ireland ; and, from the terms upon which the loaa 
had been negotiated, it might be calculated tfaatf 
the public would remain charged witih the yeaily 
Interest upon it of four pounds twelve shillings axMl 
one penny per cent. At the dose of this state- 
ment the usual resdhitionr were rend aud agreed 
to, after a remark from Ponsonby, that the pniific 
intereat demanded that the ptoper^ taxahooldait 
be coHected after the iUdi of April next. Appro- 
hensions, however, were still entertained fhac As 
tax might be renewed ; and die inoondusiTe lepScs 
given by government to die inqoiries made on that 
subject excited a very deep and general ahxm 
throughout the country. The first place which took 
measures to petition porlianient against the re* 
newel of the tax was the city of London ; and the 
example of the metropolis was so generally follow- 
ed, that the voice of 4he people, which, when £•• 
tincdy and perseveringly raised, must aIwB>s be 
heard, finally preraDed. 

STATE OF IRBLANp. 

Tbi state of Ireland had, for aomo time, 
such as to call for the adoption of additional 

ures for securing the publie tranquillity; ai 

the eighth of July, Peel, c^ief secretary for Irebnd, 
proposed the renewal of a measure which lad rt- 
ceived the sanction of parliament in 1807. The 
clause of the insurrection act, which it was now in- 
tended to rerire, provided that, in case any part 
of the country should be distnTl>ed, two justSoa af 
(he peace should be empowered to summon an ex- 
traordinary sessions of the county, which shooM 
consist of seven magistrates ; that the lord4iea 
tenant, in council, on receiving a report from dbe 
magistrates so amembled, statmg that the ovdnwry 
law was inadequate to the preservation of tte pqi> 
Uc peace, should be empowered to issue a prKla* 
mation, commanding afl resident within the same 
district to keep within their houses firom sun-set m 
sun-rise; and that any persons detected oat «€ 
their houses at the prohibited times, without being 
able to show good cause, should he liafale to W 
transported for seren years. It was also reqmrrd 
that the lord-lieutenant should order a special m>*. 
rion of the peace fo be held, at which the. persoas 
offending anlnst this law should be tried, and, if 
necessary, die trial by jury should, in these cases, 
be dispensed with. Other providons sanctioned 
die employment of the militarT : enabled the am- 
gistrates to pay domiciliary vlnts ; and to braA 
open doors if denied admission. The hill was 
warmly discussed in Its several stages, but tt idti> 
mately passed both branches of the legislatmv : 
and, at die dose of the session, obtained the royal 
ament. Parliament was prorogued, on the thir- 
tieth ef July, by die psince>ragent in penon. 

TREATY WITH HOLLAND-CONGRESS OF 

VIENNA. 

It was agreed by treaty between Great 
and Holland, diat this country shonU 
Cape of Good Hope, Demcrara, 
Berbice, but restort Bataria, Swrii 
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into for unitiDs OrMtBritain and HoUand 
clowly, by a marriage between the yovna prince of 
Orange and the princeae Charlotte el wafee ; bnt, 
from aome cnnae with which the pnUic haa never 
been fully acqnainted, tboagh it doee not Appeer 
' tliat the prbice waa ^rer Tery aooeptable to hia in- 
tended consort, the treaty waa not mocetafiil. 

On the twenty-ninth of March thejprince of ^e 
Netherianda opened the arand meeting of the no- 
tablea of the country » to talo into oonaideration Uie 
plan of the coaatitutiou, which waa viewed and 
adopted with acclamation. Decreea were alao 
pasaed for the eetabliahment of tiie freedom of the 
•reea; the restoration of the Datch langoaae, which 
sad fallen into diaiiae daring the onion of Holland 
^ith IVance ; the relief of the inferior clergy ; the 
solemn obaerranoe of the Sabbath, and other pnr- 
poaca. The Anatrian Netherlanda were conferred 
mi the houae of Orange, in the hope that ao import* 
ant an aoquiaition would render it canable of pre- 
•errhig ita independence, and maintaining a rank 
among the aoTereigns of Europe. 

Hie emperor of Aoasia and the king of Pmaaia 
made their solemn entrv into Vienna; and on 
the first of MoTember the formal installation of 
the congress took place. The royal personages 
congreaated on this occasion consisted oi the empe- 
rors of Russia and Austria, and the kings of Prussia, 
I>(mmark, IVIrtemberg, and BaTaria ; with ambas- 
sadors from England, Russia, Aostria, Prussia, 
France, Spain, Portugal, Switserland, Italy, and 
the minor states of Germany. One of the first acts 
of the congress was to recognise a new regal title 
annexed to the British cmwn, and to confirm to 
HanoTor the rank of a kingdom, the title of elector 
being rendered unsuitable to present circom- 
fltancea by the sixth article of the treaty of Paris, 
by which it was agreed " tliat the states of Ger> 



many should remain independent, and Joined in a 
federal dnion." On this ground serenl of Hhe 
powers concurring in th6 treaty had invited the 
prinea>regent to renounce the ancient tide, and to 
assume tbit of king, with some extension of terri- 
tory, by which the arrangements required for the 
future welfare of Germany would be fodlitatod ; 
particulariy as all the ancient electors, and the 
duke of Wirtemberg, had already erected their 
Btatea into kingdoma. A general diet assembled 
on the fifteenth of December, whkh was opened 
by the duke of Cambridge, and a conatitution was 
agreed upon on tlie plan of a repreaentatiTo goT« 
emment. 

In Italy the territoriea formeriy posaeased by the 
sovereign house of Sartfnia were restored to Victor 
Emanuel ; and, by a protocol signed in the eongreaa 
of Vienna on the fourteenth of December, the ter- 
ritory forming, before the French r^otutionarv 
wars, the venerable Iftpoblic of Genoa, waa defini- 
tively united to ttie states of his Sardidian m^esty, 
contrary to the condition on which Genoa was oc- 
cupied by a British force. The annexation of all 
the other districts in the north of Italy to the Aus- 
trian dominion followed almost as a matter of 
course. Lord William Bentinck had given the Ge- 
noese an assurance that their city would be reatored 
to ita former independence ; but lord Castlereagh 
expressed tbe regret of himself and his broths 
ministers, that they had not been able to preserve 
its separate existence, witliont the risk of weaken- 
ing the system adopted for Italy ; and to this state- 
necessity the andent republic was obliged to sub- 
mit, as was that of its old rival, Venice, to the pott- 
tical arrangement which finally annexcKl it to Aus- 
tria. Of ^ the sovereigns by right of French con- 
<^uest, lipiat, king of Naples, alone held his aoquiai. 
tiona mdosturlied. 
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territortal precfakctii of eaek cIsm, m that,t1i« |»ro. 
perty in each diHiion ■hirald be af B«arlv equal m 
MstU>le ; that, m caae of fhilure, a nenalty ahoald 
oe levied on aaeh elaaa, to be diTided amonc tfaem. 
In prapoTtaon to the property of individiub ; and 
ttac erery Ave male inhabitanti liable to military 
daty, who ahoald join to tarnish one a<Hdier during 
the war, thoold be exempt finom aerrioe. 

FAILURE AT NSW ORLRAiNS. 
In tte beginning of December, admiral Coofa- 
rane^a iqnadron arrived at the moatha of the river 
If iaaimiroi, with a oonsiderable body of troopa, com- 
manded by m^or-general Keane. The flrit ol^eot 
waa to reduce a flotilla of gun-boltta on Lac Borgne, 
which waa gallantly perfonned on the fourteenth, 
by captain Lockyer, with the boats of the aqnadron. 
On tihe twenty-third, tlie flivt division or troops, 
^Bioonting to two thousand four hondred men, were 
landed within six miles of the city, and In the night 
they were attached by tfaft Americans ; hnt, after 
aosttunlng some loss, they maintained thefr posi- 
tion. On the twenty-flfth, on which day the s ec o n d 
division joined, mi^r-general Sir R. Pakenham, an 
ofllcer or distingvished aserit, who had served in 
the penioaola, arrived, and took the command. 
He foond the Britiah army posted on a piece of flat 
gnmnd,with tklh Iflariasippi on the left, and a diiek 
Wood on die right. The enemy were atatloned be- 
hind an intrenchment, extending l^m the river on 
their right to the wood on their left^ a distance of 
abont a thoosand yards. This Une was stresgdi- 
ened with flank-works, and had a canal in front, 
about fovr feet deep : on the farther bank of the 
Mississlpdi tfie Ameiicana had a battery of twelve 
gnns, wuch inflladed the whole front or their pos&- 
ttoo. The disposition for the attack, which was to 
be made daring the night, was formidable ; bat un- 
expected difficulties, increased by the falling of the 
liver, oocasioaedcoiMlerable deuiy to the entrance 
of the ^ned boats, akd the attack did not take 
ylfkcf igfll the colamos were discernible from the 
enettfy'i Une at more than two hundred yards' dis- 
tance. The troops engaged on each side may be 
estin|ated at ten thousand ; and, since tiie breaking 
out of^the war, no engagement had, perhaps, been 
fought with su much bravery— none, certainly, with 
so disastrous a result. The loss of the British, in 
kiUed, wounded, and prisoners, amounted to two 
thousand and fovty, indoding, in the former, the 
commander-in-chief, who fell while bravely en- 
coaraging his men on the edge of the glacis, and, 
among the wounded, generals Gibbs and K<Mme, 
the former of whom expired on the following day. 
The loss of the enemy, according to the official 
statement of their general, was incrediUy small, 
not exceeding seventy-one. General Lanibert, on 
whom the command now devolved, af^er holding a 
consultation with admiral Cochrane, determined to 
re-embark the troops, and to abandon the enter- 
prise. The concluding operation of the war was 
the capture of Fort Bowyer, on Mobile Point, in 
tho Gulf of Mexico, which, being whollv unable to 
resist the British force, capitulated on the eleventh 
of February, 1815. 

PEACE WITH AMERICA— CAPTURE OP THE 

PRESIDENT FRIGATE. 

BsFOBB these events took place, the labours of 
the plenipotentiaries assemUod at Ghent were 
brought to a dose ; a treaty of peace and amity 
' having been s^ed on the twenty-fonrth of Decem- 
ber, which was afterwards ratified by bofli govern- 
ments. The treaty, which was negotiated on the 
part of America bv Adams, Bayard, Clay, Russel, 
and Gallatin, and of Great Britain by lord Gambier, 
Goalbnm, and Adams, was silent on the grand 
oaose of the war and primary ol^eot of dispute, — 
the right of search ; but, as America abandoned 
herdumof compensation for the captures made 
vnder the British orders in council, and omitted all 
mention of her original pretensions, her resistance 
to the maritime cUims of England must be conai- 
.dered as tacitly abandoned. All conqnesta, on 
either side, were to be restored— Britain retainmg 
the islands In Passamaquoddy bay. which were 
hers by the treaty of 1783. Under this article the 
Americans had only the deftencelesa shore of the 
Detroit, on the frontier of the two provinces, to 
offisr In exchange fbr their fortress of Niagara and 
the important post of Michilimsckinac, both of 
which were stIU in possession of the British. The 



Indiana were to be re s tored ta dm ri^tann* 

sions which they held In Ult; It 

agreed diat oommimioners should be np|w i iitf J , 

settlittg die disputes reapeeting 

both partiea engaged to oontlnue thnir 

the entire abolition of the sluTe trade. 

The intorral between the actnal 
treaty, and the circulation of that importnnt 
genee, enabled the BngUsh navy to olitaia 
triomph. The Preaident, one of the larseat 
yet sent to sea by the United States, 
captain Decattiv, accompanied by the 
armed brig, laden withprovislooa, sailed 
York during one of those galea in which tike 
ading squadron was driven oat to sea. Afher n leeg 
chase the Endymion, captain Rope, came wp wia 
the former, when a severe action ensoed in which 
the President, having crippled her adver«aryr_in ^ 
ringing, was enabled to get a-head. 
frigate Pomona now coming up, the Preaident 
rendered, alter exchangina a few hroadaides. 
mutual advantagee of a free in t e r ehsnge of 
mercial eommnnieation be t ween 
whose Interest it is at all d a wa to 
tions of peace, were resuned ahortly 
erent ; and in both was the tormlnatkna of Ae 
hailed with unfUgned satisfaction. 

PARLIAMENT. 

Trs sesilon of Parliament wns opened on 
eighth of November, 1814, by a speech 
pnnce regent, of which tite leadmg to} 
die pending negotiations a*5hiont, and tb» 
ed congress at Ihenua. Adrerting to 
for die ensuing year. Us royal higioM 

the neoessicy or so large an expenditme, and 

ehided by reoommenmng that paiUnmeat sheaU 
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proceed with due caution in the 
regnlatioas as might be 
the trade of Great Britain, and seeming ber 
mercial advantogea. The usual addreaa was 
ried without a division. 

RETURN OF BUONAPARTE PROM ELBA. 

1815. — DiTaKMiNBD on one more desperate c^ 
fort. Napoleon Buonaparte again stood forward t» 
alaim, and it might almost be said, to anpal, tbt 
surrounding nations. On the twentieth of February, 
1815, he laid an embargo upon the Teasels in the 

ErtB of Elba, assembled his guards, and dedared 
ipnrpose of contending for the imperial crown 
of France. On the twenty-sixth (Sir Neil Camp- 
bell, the English commlmioner appointed to lesMe 
in raba, being at this time in Italy) he endmrfced la 
four Tessels, with abont a thousand men ; vm the 
first of March, he eflbcted a landing near Cannes; 
and in four davs the astounding news reached the 
capital. Monsieur, the king*s brother, lui m cdi amly 
set ofT from Paris with marshal Not, who 
ously kiwed dm hand of Louis, and swore to 
his old comrade to die capital in an iron cage. His 
m^esty at die same time convoked an 
nary meeting of the legisladve body, 
ly Toted addresses, and declared their 
attachment to the throne. The king and his 
ters adqirted sneh measures as s ee m e d best calcu- 
lated to ensure die public aafety ; bat, unfartuaate- 
ly, the armvwas rotten at the very eore. The 
French soldiers had never heartily joined with the 
enemies of their chief ; his name and the imper i a l 
eagle were still dear to them ; and, aa they rlitmrd 
an important share in the establishment of bis iri- 
litary glory, so ther had contiuued to sympathiie 
in his disgrace, ana to look back widi regret en 
those halcyon days when conquered and bivaded 
nations administered to the gratificadon of tfaefar 
ruling passion. Aware of the dispoaitioa of die 
army, and confiding in their attachasent, ^maa- 
parte does not appear to have made any specMc 
arrangement, or adopted an y regular pfam of anarch ; 
bat, as soon aa a favourable opportunity of escape 
presented, to have trusted entirely to the power of 
his name and presence. 

At GreaoMe a large quandty of arnmanltloB fUl 
into die hands of Buonaparte, who gashed ea, at 
die head of only six hundred horse, to Lyons, 
whence the dissaveetsd troopa had previeaaly com- 
pelled Monsieur to redre. Hete he hailed to 
relivsh hie ftBefwen ; reviewed the whole of Bh 
army, which now made a fbrmldahte appea r ance ; 
assumed the Imperial ateto ; and began to teae 
^ prodamatioas and decrees. The same rebcUfiaM 
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•flMk MipMwad ia oilier placas. Mmhal Ney, 
bavlBf mnitd a prodamatton, dated the fbarteenth 
of March, deacrUung the Bovii>oiM aa anftt to 
reign, and raconuamding faU troops to Join die 
angiuk Napoleon, went over to the inrader at Lone 
la Saolnier. Secure in the aopport of the army, 
Bnonaparte proceeded on his march, and entered 
Paorte on the erening o# tlie twentieth. On the 
following morning he showed hiowelf at a window 
fea a garden of the Thoilleries ; and, ahoat noon, he 
vwTiewed the troops on tlie Palace Caronsel. Loais 
the eighteentii, accompanied by manhals Berthier 
and Macdonald, had prerioosW left Paris for lisle, 
whetlier Monaieor and manhal Mannont were also 
retirfng with a coosiderable force. Ooe of the 
ftnt measares of Buonaparte was to desjpatch 
Canlinconrt to invite the archdntchess Maria 
Louisa to reuoite her fortunes with his ; and, for 
some time, the Parisians were amnsed with the 
expectation that their empress would return. The 
laaperial carriages were ordered froni St. Clond to 
naeet her and her son on their route from Vienna ; 
tfiair anriTal was eren announced ; but neither (he 
eanpress of France nor the king of Rome appeared. 
An attempt to kidnap the baby monarch prored 
also nnsuccessfnl. 

MEASURES OF ALLIED POWERS-STATR 

OP PARIS. 

As soon as the intelligence of Bnoni^iarte's 
Irruption had roadbed Vienna, the allied powers 
iasoed a solemn manifesto, in which they declared, 
that, by thus breaking tbe convention which had 
estabHsaed him in the island of Elba, Buonaparte 
had destroyed tilie onlv legal title on which liis 
existence depended ; that, by appearing again in 
France with prc»)ectii of confusion and disorder, he 
bad deprived himself of the protection of the law, 
and had manifested to die nnirerse tliat there 
oould be neither peace nor truce with him ; that he 
had placed himself without the pale of civil and 
aodaf relations ; and that, as an enemy and dis- 
tuher of the tranquillity of the world, he had ren- 
dered himself liable to public T«ngeaace. Tbe 
allies, at the same time, expressed their ftnn deter- 
mination to maintain entire the treaty of Paris, 
and to employ all their means, and unite all their 
efforts, to prevent the peace of Europcr from being, 
again troubled. This declaration was followed by 
a new treaty, signed at Vienna on the twenty^fifth 
of March, by which the contmccing parties solemn- 
ly engaged not to lay down their arms but in 
agreement with each other ; nor until Buonaparte 
should be wholly and completely deprived of 
dw power of exdtiug distiAiances, and of re- 
newing liis attempts to obtain tbe supreme power 
iaPkance. 

About a fortnight after his retnm to Paris Buo- 
naparte severally addressed letters to the allied 
sovereigns, stating that he had been restored by 
tbe unanimous wish of the French people, and 
that he was desirous of maintaining peace on the 
terms which had been settled with the Bourbons. 
The congress, to which these letters were general- 
ly referred, agreed that no answer should be 're- 
turned to them ; and, both at home and abroad, he 
found himself surrounded by difficulties of no ordi- 
nary Und. In several parts of France the royalists 
were in arms ; and, however willing his military 
associates might be to support him m the absolute 
dominion lie had possessed as emperor, the republi- 
can party, on which he was chiefly obliged to de- 
pend, would only receive him as the head of a 
popular government The liberty of the press, 
which he reluctantly conceded, facilitated tbe cir- 
colation of much that was obnoxious to him ; and 
(he interference of the police, on such occasions, 
was resented by the republicans as an infrartion 
sf tiie promised freedom. The declarations of the 
allied poirers were also distributed tiiroughont 
France, in tlie hope that, by making his danger 
■lore apparent, he would be compelled to surren- 
der many sovereign prerogatives. His cabinet 
became the scene of vehement contention, and be 
was at length induced to conciliate the attacliment 
of the council of state by a solemn promise to 
adhere to their advice in the formation itf a new 
oeostftvtton. Having dius divided their strength 
aad lolled their suspicion, he took advantage of 
their apathy, fled from the Thoilleries, seised the 
inpregnable palace of Bonrbon, and, surrounded 
by a body of his guard* he published the ontttne of 
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a new constitatioii of his awn arrangiiiwif. 
the smgular title of " An additloaiaAct;^ the : 
of promulgating whidi, without the sanction of any 
public body, was evidendy dangerous to national 
freedom ; and neither the republioaos nor tbe con- 
stitutionalists relished this anticipation of the 
solemn national compact, for whldi he had ap- 
pointed tlie Ckawtp d€ Mai. The royal charter, 
subsisting as a fundamental law, could not be in- 
novated upon ; bat die addUiomal act in some 
measure conflrmed the mass of contradictory laws 
already prescribed by Buonaparte, and was liabla 
to be modifled, limited, and controlled by .die old 
imiperial decrees embodied In the oonstittttkins to 
which this act was proffered as a supplement. 

The assembly of the CAoaip 4€ Mai was heM on 
the first of June, various arrangements having been 
previously made to influeoee the votes ; and after 
a declaration of the aroh-ohancellor, that the new 
constitution was accepted by an almost unanimoiis 
concurrence of votes, but unacoompanied by the 
slightest evideooe of their validity, the emperor 
signed the additional act, to which he swore upon 
the evangelists to adhere. He then distribnted his 
eagles to tbe troops of the line and the natieaal 
guard, as they passed before him, and swore to de- 
fend their coloon. The next noint was to assembla 
the chambers, which took piaoe on the Sunday 
foHowing, when the r ep resent a tives elected for 
thetr president Lanjninais, an individual pecnliariy . 
obnoxious to Buonaparte ; but, notwithstanding the 
chagrin occasioned by this circumstance, he com. 

Jilacentiy expedited aJl his dvjl affUrs, such as the 
ostallation of his chambers of commons and. of 
peers ; informed them that his first duty called him 
to meet the formidable coalition of emperors and 
kings that threatened their independence, and that 
the army and himself would acquit themselves 
well; recommending to them the destinies of 
Prance, his own personal safety, and above all, the 
Utierty of the press. When the ceremonials wove 
completed, Buonaparte quitted Paris for Ad frqpe 
tiers, where, by one of those rapid movemenm 
which have so fre<inentiy distinguished bis career, 
he put his forces in motion upon the Sambre on the 
fifteeepth of June. 

MOVEMENTS OF FRENCH AND ALLIED 
FORCES—BATTLE OF WATERLOO. 

Tri close of the last year had left the whole for- 
tified frontier of the Belgic provinces on tho side 
of France occupied by strong garrisons, chiefly of 
English troops, or in tbe pay of England ; and, 
since Buonaparte's return, continned reinforce- 
ments had been sent from this country, the whole 
of which were placed under tbe command of the 
duke of Wellington. In the latter part of May the 
Prussian anuy, under prince Blucher, had arrived 
in the neighbourhood of Namor, and frequent con- 
ferences took place between the two genends re- 
lative to cooperation. Buonaparte determined to 
attack them while the Russians and Anstriana 
wero too distant to affbrd succour, and on the fif- 
teenth of June, at day-break, tiie Prussian out-posts 
on the Sambre were driven in ; general Ziethen 
was compelled to retire from Cbarleroi through 
Fleurus, to unite himself with the main Prussian 
army, which lay in the vicinity of St. Amend and 
Ligny ; and, towards evening, an advanced corps 
of Bell -. ~ 

Bras. 



Igians was driven to the position of Les Quatre 



The duko of Wellington, although he had used 
his best endeavours to gain immediate intelligence 
when Buonaparte joined his army, does not ap- 
pear to have been very early informed of thail 
event, as, in consequence of the want of provisions, 
and especiallT of forage, he had found it necessarv 
to disperse his army very much. The British 
head-quarteri were at Brussels. As soon as the 
movements of the French were ascertaiDed» the 
whole of tiie army waa ordered to advance upon 
Les Quatre Bras, and, eariy in the morning, the 

Srinee of Orange reinforced the brigade which 
ad been driven from thence, regained part of the 
ground, and commanded the communication with 
BIncher, who was posted on the heights between 
Brie and Sombref, awaiting die attack of the 
French, although the fourth corps nnder Bulow 
had not joined. 
Except the corps of Ney, who was at Frasne. 

3iposed to the British at Les Quatre Bras, and of 
rouchy, who was in the rear of Flemrus, Bnona 
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tbontnid men afalnrt sightv UMOMnd. AlMmt 
tbree in the afternoon he came4 the Tillage of St. 
Auftnd, after a Tigoimw reaiatanoe ; and hia next 
eflbvta wen directed aniDCt Ligny, where the coe^ 
teat waa aoaintained, with the atmoat obatiiwey, ler 
fire hoera. About two handred cannon from both 



•idea weredireeted egninat thia nnfortttnateviUage ; > handled y9x4B ; the richt on tba heichte in 




little dtotanee in the 
line, and abont fifteen nrilea 
army in motion. Hia poaition 
mediately eppoaite ta that ef the 
tanoe rarying from atheaaand to twelTe i 



and it took fire in many piacea at once 
the battle eatended along the whole line, 
fire the Praaaiana, led by Blncber In peraen, re* 
cerercd St. Aaaand, and regained the heighta: aad 
at tUa moBMnt they might hare pro&ted greatly by 
ttieir advantage if Balow had antred ; bmt either 
the mardiofthlacorpahadbeen miaca lcn la t e d, or 
the oatareand atate of the roada had not been taken 
into the aeoonnt. From the dnke of Wellington he 
coold reoeire no aa al etanre ; for aa many of hia 
troept aa had come up were themaolYea perilooalT 
engaged with anpeiior nan diora . Aa ereniag ad- 
raneed the altaaaon ef the Pmaaiana beeanw nwre 
hepeleaa ; there were no tidinga of Bnlow ; the 
Biltiah dIrWon oonld with difiloolty maintain ita 
own poaidon at Lea Quatre Biaa : and Blneher waa at 
length obliged to retire upon Pilly, leaving behind 
him aizteea pieeea of cannon, and a great nnmber 
of killed and wounded. The retreat, however, waa 
effected with aneh order that the French did not 
think it pmdent to parane him, and he formed 
again within a qnarter of a league from me field of 
battle. The gaUant marahal, in one of the chaigea 
of eatvalry, nearly doaed hia long and ilinatiiona 
life, hia horae having fallen, mortally woondod, aad 
hinuelf being rode over by tee Praach eviraaaiera, 
who were ropulaed and pnraned by the Pmaaian 
cavalry liefore he waa diaoov e red and remonnted. 

Early in the afternoon of tte aame day, the aix- 
teenth, tft^*****' Nay, after aUimiahing for a coa- 
aiderabie time, eommeneed hia grand attack on the 
Britiah, at Lea Qnatre Braa, wim abont forty ttton- 
aand men : and the poaition waa maintained with 
the moat aignal intrepidity^ by the piinoe of Orange, 
the doke of Bronawick, and Sir Tliomaa Picton, 
whp complet^ defeated everv attempt to get poe> 
aeaaion of it. In thia action tne French were not 
only aaperior in pumbeia, bat were oomparadvely 
*trfMkt u^o alliea having been marching from the 
preceding midnight. In porauing a French divi- 
aion, which waa repulaed early in the engagement, 
aome Britiah troopa expoaed themaelvea nnawarea 
to a body of cniraaaiera, who, taking advantage of 
an ineqoality of groand, on which com waa growing 
aa high aa the abonlden of the taUeot man, were 
poated in ambnah; and the gallant forty-aecond 
regiment of Highlandera, in partiealar, auflbred 
moat aeverely. About three o'clock the duke of 
Wellington came on the field with the Britiah 
guarda. At thia period the French had diapoaaea- 
aed the Belgian aharp-ahootera from the Boia de 
Boaan, which enfiladed the Britiah poaition. Gen- 
eral Maitland, with the gaarda, waa iuatantly or- 
dered to recover thia vrood, and the aervioe waa 
apeedfly e^ted. In thia obatinate conflict the 
Biitiah loat many eiu^ellent oflkera ; and had par- 
ticularly to deplore their gaUant ally, the duke of 
Bninawick. who waa killed by a moj^et bnlL 

M arahal Blacker, who found himaelf ao much 
weakened by the battle of Ligny aa to be under the 
neceafity of continuing hia retreat, concentrated 
hia army near Wavre, uwut aix leaguea to the rear 
of hia former noaition, and conaiderahly farther dia- 
joined from the Une of the duke of 'Wellington'a 
opcrationa. Hia march waa followed by Grouchy, 
iMdlst Buonaparte, with the reat of hia anny, made 
a movement to the left, to unite himaelf with Ney, 
and attack the Bngliah at Quatre Braa. Blucher'a 
movement obliged the duke of Wellington to retire 
upon Genappe, and thence upon Waterloo. The 
retreat began towarda noon on the aeveuteenUi, 
and waa wed covered by the cavalry and horae ar- 
tillery. A large body of Frmch cavalry, headed by 
lancera, followed wim aoeoe boldneaa, eapecially at 
Genappe, where the little river which runa through 
the town la croaaed by a narrow bridge ; but we 

{luranit waa not vigoroua, and between five and aix 
u the afternoon the whole army reached the ap* 
pointed ground. 

The position which the duke of Wellington oo> 
copied waa in front of the villaae and <hnn of 
Mont St. Jean, abont a mile and ahalf la advance 
of the little town cf Watertoo. The rain, which 
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the eenlTO at a litfle 
frem that das 
propriate name af La Belle 
tng on the read to Briwaala tea^ KlvaDen. 
cwiramlare weae in r eae r ve bdUnd, amiL the 
rial guarda upon the heighta. Gimicky an4 Yi 
damaw had been detadhed towarda Wi 
the Pruariana ; and the aixth oorpe, nndfer < 
faei^ with a body of oavaky, waa in the aenr of Ae 
right, readr to oppoae a^ Pi imiiaii eoapa, * wrfcirh," 
aaya an oracial Faaneh aoeoant^ " appemed tv hnra 
eacaped mamhal Groudhy, and to *»"m*f^ la fefl 
upon oar right fiantu" Thiakang to bear dewn the 
Britiah amy by dint of numhera, he hraaght ng^i-Mf 
their tore; ceaipiiamg allMelhev about aeraaty- 
five thouaond, of^ which the Britiah dad ant exceed 
tUrty-three thouaand, three cor]^ of iafSaatxyy and 
aunoat all hia cavalry, amonatmg, ~''*^ ''" 
to one hundred and ten thouaand men, frirty 
aand more being in reaerve, or awaiting 
aiaaa on the right. 

The two polata of the greateat tmnoatance in Ite 
Britkh poaitioa were the farm of UoagDamnnt. 
with ita wood aad garden in front oi the ngfa^ aad 
that of La Haye Sainte, in f^eat of tibe left; aad* 
about ten o'clock. Souk and Ney attackad die for- 
mer with ttieir uaual impetuoaity. Thia 
dnke of WeU&ngton had atrengtheaed aa i 
poaaible during the night ; and ao aerera 
contaat, that, within half an hour, fifteen 

were alain in an odrehar^ net (TKrwcidiTig 
in extent. Great efbrta were made by 
aaaaUanta, who aurreunded the hoaae < 
aidea, and burnt a great part of it to the _ 
but it waa defended U(ith the utmoat gaUaatry 
the laat. The aaaanh upon Uoogoumovt waa i 
companied by a heavy fire front melto th 

hundred piecea of artillery upon die whole 

line ; and, under cover of thia fire, repeatad attacka 
had been made, one of which waa ao aerloaa, aad 
made with auch nuaibera, that it reqiured all the 
akili of the Britiah coaomander to poet hia troopa, 
and all the courage and diadpHne ot hia aoldiera m 
withatand the aaaailaota. In this attack Sir TWaaM 
Picton waa mortally wounded, by a moakat ball ia 
the head, and Sir HWiam Ponaonby waa alain by 
the Poliah lancera. 

On the left of the centre the enemy irttfatoed a 
temporary auccom. Some light troopa of Ute Ger- 
man legion had been atationed in tte fiarm of la 
Haye Sainte ; the French aoccecded in occupytag 
the communication between them aad the army; 
aad, when all the ammunition of tilte hoairgrd via 
expended, they carried the fann houae, aad l«ya- 
noted the Hanoveriaoa atationed to defiend iL From 
thia position they were never driven, tiO the gzaad 
advance of tite British in the evenlac. The bactla 
continued with the moat deaperate intrepidity on 
both aidea, Boonaparte contuiually bringing for- 
ward hia troopa in mn nidrrabUt jnanmm, which tibe 
Britiah and their alliea repuUed. The duke of 
Wellington waa every where, and never were baa 



exertiona more needful ; aometimca he waa ralljisg 

huBsca 



broken infantry, and 
within the aquarea. 



aomotimea placing 
No toan, indeed, ever 



more confidence in hia troops, and no tztwpe ever 
more amply returned the confidence which they so 
well deaenred. On thia day both men and leaden 
were put to the proof : none of their former fielda 
of glory, many aa they had seen together, had been 
ao atuboomly conteated, or so dearly won. The 
carnage, owmg partly to the confined extent of the 
ground, and the consequent intermixtare of Cbe 
contending forcea, waa auch aa the British army ha^ 
never belmre experienced ; but it would have been 
atill greater, had not the ground been soaked with 
rain, in consequence of which the balb seldom rose 
after they touched it,,, and the ahella frcqueody 
buried themaelvea in the mud. 

Buonaparte, about seven in the evmbuTi made 
a laat and deaperate elR>rt to force the left of tli« 
British centre near La Haye Sainte. The attack 
was led by marshal Ney with eagemeaa and prcd 



OEOEGE ni. 1760^1880. 



875 



ytano^ ; general Friaat fell by Iim skle, and U« 
»wii hone iras kllMU He vei oppowd b^ tfu) 
dvke of WeUington In peMen, wMi laeh reNiotion 
diet the wmaiMng colanuw tamed end "fled in diior- 
der. At tfalf time, when ttie thieLeniag caanonede 
on Am Trench right, and the appeemnce of treopa 
•mergfaig from me woods aueonoed that thePnia- 
rtiaaa we«e ooodng up in fall force, tbe British army 
"wtm ofdend to admanoe, the oentre being Cormed 
in Une, aad the hatfaliena on ihm flanla in aqnaies, 
fer thflhr aecaritsr. The doke Umaelf led them on, 
end in erery point the sacee« wna moat decWTe. 
The enemv, exhansted by their own repeated and 
VQaaeoeMfal attacks, loaicely waited the oharge ; 
their finrt ttne waa thrown back upon, and mingled 
with tilie aaoond ; all order waa abandoned ; the 
panic spvead r«^diy ; and the whole anny, preaaed 
,Dy the British to flnmt, and by the Proadaaa en 
the light and in tfie rear, Hed in ftrretriefthle eon- 
tfhaion. 

Blnoher, on proeeedtag to Wn the doke of Wel- 
Ungtoa, left one division of m army at Wawe, un- 
der general Thidman, to ^pose marihal €hroaeliy, 
before whom he gradnaUy lUl -badk ; and, whibt 
Buonaparte was vainly enco m aging his army with 
the hope of being eooooured by the eniTal of the 
marshal, tiiat officer, who appears not to have been 
nwaft of the moTements on his left, and that the 
iate of Us master wotdd be decided at Waterloo, 
was adTaneing on the road to Bnuaels, exalting in 
his unprofitable aneeess. It was abent half-past 
seven, at which time it was evideat that Buona- 
parte's attack fq;>on the Britifh had 'foiled, that tl» 
duke of Wellington took that great and deeisive 
step which crowned his glory aad saved Europe. 
The Prussians made their atta<& shortly after, un- 
der the most fovoorable drenmstaaces ; and, eten 
if the British army had not repulsed the enemy, 
Blncher's movement would hare been dedsire. If 
the Frendi had snoeeeded in their eflbrts against 
the duke of Wellington, it would haTO pvevented 
tiiem flrom profiting by -0ie suecess ; but, being 
made at the critical moment of tiieir defeat, it ren- 
dered the "dctory complete. A total rent cannot be 
more foJIy acknowledged than in Buonaparte^ own 
account. <f A complete.panic," he says, " spread 
throni^ the whole field of battle ; the men threw 
tiiemselves ia the greatest disorder on Hie line of 
eommoaleation ; soldiers, oannoneen, oaissons, all 
premed to this point ; tiie old guard, which was in 
reserve, was infected, and was itself hurried alcqg. 
In an instant the whole anny was nothing but a 
mass of oonfusien ; all the soldiers of small arms 
were mixed pell mell, and it was utterly impossible 
to rally a single corps. The enemy, who perceired 
this astonishmc confusion, ihimediately attacked 
with their cavur^r and increased the disorder ; aad 
such was Hke coimision, owing to night coming on, 
that it was Impossible to rally the troops and point 
but to them thdr error." 

Buonaparte's station during the battle had been 
upon the Charleroi road, at the hamlet of La Belle 
Alliance ; near which poat» by a sinvular coinci- 
dence, when night had closed in, and the rout of 
the enemy vras complete, Blucher and WeI1in|[;ton 
met In the pursuit, and exdianged congratulations. 
As the Brittsh and Prussians were now on tlie same 
road, and the former, having been twelve hours in 
actieo, were greatly fotlxued, the duke readfly re- 
linquished the charge of pursuit to his fallaat eol. 
league, who declared tbat he would continne it 
ttroughout the night, and gave orders to aend the 
list man mid die last home alter the enemy. In 
this pursuit die Prussians took wbmit one hundred 
and fifty pieces of cannon, Buonaparte^ travelling 
equipage, and the whole mateHel and baggage of 
the army. An e<|nal nundMr of artillery had beta 
also taken by the British. Bueh a battle could not 
be fought without great loss en both sides ; and 
this Tietory was indeed aehieved by a severe sacri- 
fice. On the side of the viotora the total of killed 
and wounded, exehuive ef tte Prussians, exceeded 
Wrteen tlMHisand men ; among whmn were six 
Inmdred ofileers, ineladtag eleven g e ne r al s . The 
hMs of the French most 'have been tremendous : it 
Is -supposed dmt they left at least twenty diousand 
men dtoad on die fldd ; and, being pursued alter 
the batde by a frerii and tovetetate enemy, their 
Bwnbeis were so gready thinned by slaughter and 
desertion, that of the hundred and fifty tiumsand 
Bien with whom Buonaparte oommenced this cam* 
■indgii of, ftrar days, not a ddrd part remalaed in 



arms, though the p ii i w w ii did not «xeeed seVen 
thousand. 

The feeling produced In Bni^and by this batde, 
wlridt led tn more im po r t a nt conseqaeoces than 
have resulted from any in modem dmes, wHl never 
be forgotten. Though accustomed to victory, upon 
the land as well as upon die seas, the glory of^ all 
aeemed eclipsed by diat of Waterloo, llio first 
eonsideradtfn was, how to express a due sense of 
this great exploit— how to manifest a -nation's gra 
dtnde to the army and its leaden. There remain 
ed no fresh distinctions to confer on the duke Ok 
Wellington; but two hundred thousand pounds 
were added to the former grant, that a 'mag- 
nificent palace might commemorate the event. — 
Every regimeat wfaieh bad been present was per> 
nitted from thenceforth to bear the word Waterloo 
upon its colours ; all theprivatM ifBre to be distin- 
guished in the mtuter-ralls and pay-lists of their 
re^endve corps as Wateiioo men, and every lub. 
aXtem officer and private allowed to reckon diat 
day^ work as two 3rearB' service hi the account of 
his time for increase of pay, or for a pension when 
disdiarged. A b enefit not lem important was ex- 
tended, on this occasion, to the whole army, by a 
regulation enacting, that henceforward the pen- 
slens granted for wounds should rise with die rank 
to which iba officer attained— «o diat he who was 
maimed when an ensign should, when he became a 
general, receive a generaTs pension for the injury 
wUdi he %ad endured. 

BUONAPABTE'S RlTrURN TO PAIUS-HIS 

ABDICATION. 

Tbs alHed annies moved upon Paris, when dm 
proceedings ef the goviiisuiisBt evinced how litda 
ahili^ there woo to radst their pmgress. Buena- 
paxta, who had twioe retamed to the capital akma 
alter leading armies to destruction, again hastened 
thKbar, and Informed his chamber of peers that he 
had coaae to Paris to consult on the meana of re- 
stofiag the tmateriol of tbm army, and on tlie legis- 
ladve measnres -whioh drcnawtaiuces required.— 
Tlie two chambers hastily amsaabled, and, after 
flonm disDassion, deolared thahr sittings pormanent, 
and that any attempt to dissolve them was high 
treason. The ensuing debates were full of tumnu : 
oneepeaker Tenturod to call for the abdioation of 
the emperor ; several voices seconded the motiott ; 
and in this crldcal juncture his adherents suggest- 
ed various prtqfects, even proposing diat he should 
dissolve the mutinous assembly with an armed 
'force, and assume the dictatorship. On the morn- 
ing of die twenty second die chamlfor of represen- 
tatives assembled to receive his act of iMication.-a 
measure considered indlspensaUy necessary for 
dm salvation of the country. A long interval of 
feverish impatience elapsed. At length the minis- 
tor of police appeared with a declaration, in wUdh 
Buonaparte announced that his pdKtical life was 
terminated, and prodaiaied his son emperor of the 
French^ by the tide of Napoleon the second. Aai 
address of thanks for the sacrifice he bad made 
was presented by die president, Tjaiuuinals, at the 
head of a depatedon ; and the two chancers, ehid- 
inf any express recognition of the young Napoleon, 
proceeded to aemlnnte a provisional government, 
of which the membess were Oamet, Foncht, Caulr 
Incourt, Orenier, and Quinetto. 

ADVANCE OF ALLIES-^CAPSTULATiaN OP 

PARIS. 

Trs dukeof WeOinaton remained at Waterloo 
on the nineteenth of June'; and on the twentieth 
he marehed to Malplaqoet, and crossed the French 
boundary, having issued a geueraLorder, apprisiBg 
the soldiers diat, in marching through die domin- 
ions of an aUy, they were to observe the strictest 
discipline. Tms order was so well obeyed, that 
die inhabitants acknowledged that the British paM 
more respect t? public and private pivpeity thm 
had even marked die conduct of their own troops. 
Gambray sur r endered on the twentv^fonrdi ; the 
strong fmti e ss of Peronne was rsduced on the 
twenty^sixth ; on the twenty-eighth the duke was 
at flt. Just : and on die twentyiiinth aad thirtieth 
he paased the Oise. Blucher, -after carrying Aves- 
nes by escalade, marehed upon Laon, under the 
waBs of wfaieh Boult, with about four thonsaifd 
straggievs, was joined by twenty thousand men, 
.under Oreu ^y and Vaadcmme, who had wUh 
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4ifioiilt]r md loM eflbctad thefar ntroat frooi Wavre. 
At Yflbn Coteret a contest between these forces 
took place, whicia tenniaated fsToonblv to tbe 
PniMiaus, who iininediately adTsnced to the nei^ 
boorfaood of Paris ; and, haTing psased the Seioe, 
by a combined morement, the two generals com- 

tietely invested the city on its defenceless side. 

n the mean time commissioners appointed by the 
prorisional coremment had repaired to the camp 
of prince Blncher, and reqoested a suspension of 
arms while they proceeded to the head-quarters of 
the allies with overtares for peace ; but he would 
ODiy listen to miconditional snbmission, and the 
possession of Paris ; he, however, granted ttiem 

{>as8ports to proceed to Bagnenan, where the al- 
ieU sovereigns, who were adrancing with a large 
army, held their hcad-qoarteri. After a lone, bat un- 
satisfactory conference, they returned to Paris, and 
found the duke of Wellington and prince Blucher 
ready to enter the capital, in pursuance of a con- 
vention concluded in their absence. The provi- 
sional government had invited the marshals and 
generals to a council of war, at which it was decid- 
ed that all resistance must be fruitless ; and Fouch^ 
and Caulincourt proposed that the city should be 
surrendered to Louis the eighteenth, arguing that 
it would conciliate a family under whose power it 
was evident they must return. It was, howerer, 
finally determined to offer a capitulation as a mere 
military transaction, without reference to any poli- 
tical question. The convention was concluded on 
the third of July, and its iirincipal terms were, that 
the French army du>uld, on the following day, 
commence its mardi to take up a position behind 
the Loire, and completely eracuate Paris in three 
days ; that all the fortified posts and the barriers 
should be given up ; that public property, with the 
exception of that relating to war^ should be re- 
spected : that private persons and property should 
be equally respected ; and that all individnals in 
the capital should continue to enjoy tiieir rights 
and liberties, without being disturbed or called to 
account, either as to situations held by them, or as 
to their conduct or political opinions. 

BUONAPARTE SURRENDERS TO THE BN6- 

LISH-IS SENT TO ST. HELENA. 






BcoNAPABTs's id>dication was accompanied by a 
kind (^ farewell proclamation to the army, aner 
which he occupied himself in preparing for a 
▼oyage to America ; and on the third of July he 
arrived at Rochefort, escorted by general Beker, 
whose orders were to see him speedily embarked 
onboard a small squadron whicn the provisional 

SOTemment had assigned for his conveyance. On 
le eighth he went on board asmall French frigate ; 
but the port was so closely blockaded by English 
Tessels that escape was impossible, and be sent a 
flag of truce to the commodore of the British 
squadron, requesting permission to pass, which 
was refused. At length, on the fifteenth, after 

endeavouring to make terms with captain Mait- 1 cept personal biarery. 
land of the Bellerophon, who could only reply 
that he had no authority to enter into any kino of 
treaty, he surrendered at discretion, and was oon- 
Teyed to England in that ressel, which arrived iu 
Torbay on the twenty-fourth, when he transmitted 
a letter to the prince-regent, signed " Napoleon," 
in these terms :— '* Exposed to the fictions which 
divide my country, and to the enmity of the great 
powers OT Europe, I bare terminated my political 
career; and I come, like Themistocles, to throw 
myself upon the hospitality of the British nation. 
1 place myself under the safeguard of their laws, 
and daim the protection of your royal highness, 
the most powerful, the most constant, the most 
generous, of my enemies." 

Buoyed up by the expectation of obtaining an 
asylum in England, he was cheerful and afihble, 
and soon ingratiated himself with every person on 
board ; but in England Buonaparte could not be 
permitted to reside with comfort to himself, or se. 
curity to Europe ; nor could he haTO been suffered 
to eaaigrate to any neutral country, howerer dis- 
tant, where intercourse with his adherents would 
be practicable. It was therefore determined that 
the island of St. Helena should be the place of his 
residenoe. Distant twelve hundred mius from the 
nearest continent, containing but one harbour 
within its circumference, strong by nature. Im- 
pregnable by art, eommanding fren ito declivities a 
view of the ocean on every ride Ibr OMMre than sixty 



mOes, this island, tnm Ito 
seemed created for the receptfton of 1 
exile. When infinrmad that he wmdd be 
to St. Helena, with four of Us friends^to 
by himself, and twelve domestioB, ha 
intimation -without surprise, but prot e s t ed 
the metoure with the utmost energy, ~' _' _ 
he had been fiiroed to quit the iale of EOtm by 
breach of the treaty made with htm by 
reigns of Europe; that he ' 
avoid hostilities, but had been forced to 
them by the albe* themselves ; and that it 
consistent with the principles of the Britial 
tution to doom him to perpetual banlebaMnit 
out accusation and without trial. He was 
on board the Northumberland, and the oAoers who 
surrounded him were instructed to addreee lu^ by 
no higher title than that of GeneraL Coaot Ber- 
trand, the countess, and their children, ownt and 
countess Montholon, count Las Cases, and 
Gonrgaud, with nine men and throe w« 
vants, remained with 

were sent on board the Eurotaa fitigate. Bi 
pane's su^eoa al>7ne, of all his attendants* 
to accompany him, and his place was aunptted by 
the surgeon of the Bellerophon. The noctkaia- 
berland sailed on the seventh of Angwet, amd ar- 
rived at St. Helena in the middle of OctoberJttThH 
terminated the career of tliis spoiled child of fiw- 
tune, who, had he known any boonde to his ■- 
ordinate ambition, might hare been aei 
curity on the throne of France, with 
er power than any of her namarcha hai 
joyed. 

MURAT ATTEMPTS NAPLES— KILLED. 

CoNNBCTKO, in some measure, with the 
menta of Buonaparte, appears to have 
adrance of Murat against Austria, 
erer, was still more unfortunate than 
He was defeated in his olgect of 
Italy ; he failed in his attempt to cat his 
through the Austrians, at Tolentino, on the 

May ; and he arrived at his capital joat in 

escfupe from it in disguise. His army capitulaMd 
on *the twenty-first of May, when the Austriaai 
entered the city, and Ferdinand the fourth sf 
Sicily was restored to the throne. Murat effected 
his escape to Toulon, where he remaiAad ssaw 
time in disguise ; thence he proceeded to Cenka, 
and assembled about four hundred fouowers, at the 
head of which, mimicking, as it were, ~ 
he embarked for the Neapolitan coast \ but his 
sels were dispersed in a storm, and, " ^ _ 
only diirty followets on the eighth of October, he 
failed iu exciting an insurrection in his iavoar, sod 
was arrested, tried, and condemned to be shst. 
The sentence was put in execution on tbefifteieaifc; 
and his behaviour, on this occasion, was w orthy sf 

a man who had been elevated to an exalted -' 

for which, however, he posscesed few qni 




PARLIAMENT RE-ASSEMBLBD— CORN 
LAWS. 

Thb British parliament re-aasembled on the niaft 
of February, vriicn the state of tbe oom-lawa 
occupied the attention of the boose of 
On tlie seventeenth nine resolutions wore 
in a committee, which, after allowing the 
warehousing of grain for re-exportation, or to be 
taken for home consumption when the pnoe shnaid 
permit, fixed the average at eighty slullinga per 
quarter for wheat, and proportionally for con; 
that is to say, when British com should not be be- 
low that price, foreign might be admitted daty 
free. A bUl framed on the resolutions was intro- 
duced on the first of March, and, after 
ing a strong opposition in both honsei 
manufacturing ud oommercial interost, ' 
on the twentieth by the lords. The 
of deardk, as the immediate coasequeooe of tiUs 
law, oGcarionod riote, which were not quelled with- 
out military aid. Experience, however, has shown 
that the alarm was noondless, the price having 
fallen so for below the standard .as to leave te 
agricultural part of the community an inadeqi 
remuneration, after paying that mCToase of n 
and taxes which had taken place during the 

An important act was passed far extending 
trial by fury in civil causes to Scotland. Ito 
▼iaions differed in serenl partieulan tnm ihoM ti 
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finglbh law, and th* gnating Biieh a trial was 
In eadi cafe optional with tlM jvdgw : but it was 
hoped that at no distant period a further extension 
of the principle would be concorred in, the present 
aeeaaare being farourably reeeiTed in Scotland. 

A bUl was passed for contiroing the restriction of 
eanh payuenu by the bank of Rnglsnd till the fifth 
of Jtuy, 1810, a motion for inquiry having been pre- 
▼ionsly negadTed. 

On tlie twontv-seoond of May a Viessage was de- 
SrerMI to both nooses ftrom the prince regent, oc- 
oaaioned by the landing of Buonaparte in IVance, 
wbicb was followed hv documents relative to the 
eiagaffementi concluded with the allies. When the 
rabeidles came under the considcratibn of the houxe 
•f commons, lord Castlereagh stated that Austria, 
Rtioaia, and Prussia, were each prepared to contri- 
Inita to the common cause a larger force than they 
had engaged for, and that several of the inferior 
poirars were also to furnish very considerable con- 
ttofents. The sense of bodi houses was very 
fftronj^ly expressed, not only by the usual support- 
ers of minsters, but by several oppoeitioo memoers, 
in fnrour of reristanoe to Buonaparte ; and a grant 
ef Ave ■Billions,to make good the engagements with 
Aoatria, Russia, and Prussia, was earried by a ma- 
jority of one hundred and sixty votes to seventeen. 

The property, or income tax,, the inquisitorial na- 
rbich had 



of which had rendered it highly unpopular, 
^raa doomed to expire in April ; but, as suspSdons 
were csntertained ttat U was in the oontcmplatioo 
of ministers to Matinue it another year, meetings 
•Caioat it were convened all over the ooontry, and 
a schedule of new and additional taxes, as a partial 
■opply ftw ^^ deficiency to be occasioned by its ex- 
tinction, was aotuattv made out, when suddenly, 
tlM fi-mption of the Bxile of BUm rendered its re- 
viva], waich alone produced the enormous sum of 
fonrteen million poondsper annum, a measmre of 
Imperative neeesalty. The suppttes for the year, 
axcloaive of the Insh propo rti on of nine milUon 
•even hundred and six^ thousand eight hundred 
and fourteen pounds, were stated at seventy-nine 
mQUon nine hundred and sixty-eight thousand one 
hondred and twelve pounds; and, in aid of this 
enormous demand, a vote of credit for six milBoa 
poonda and two loans for forty-five million pounds 
were resorted to. 

A mes sage from the prince recent on 4ie twenty- 
seventh of June, announced the marriage of the 
duke of CuadMrland with the widow of ttie prince 
of Salms, and a motion was made in the house of 
commons for an addition to the duke's income; bu^ 
aa it appeared that the queen had expressed strong 
doectioos to the union, the grant was negatived by 
one hundred and twenty-six against one hundred 
and twenty-five. The escape oflord Cochrane from 
the king's bench prison, his recapture and sobse 
qoent liberation, would scarcely be worth noticing, 
were it not for th« remarkable circnmotance that, 
en thie occasion, his single voice determined the 
qnestioo, and relieved the speaker from the un- 
pleasantness of being called upon to give a casting 

vote ttpoo * question of considerable delicacy. 
Parliament was prorogued, on the eleventh of 

July, by a speech from the throne. 

TERMS IMPOSED ON FRANCE. 
On the twentieth of Nevendbcr a treaty or con- 



vention between the allies and France received the 
final aignatnres ef the contracting powers. In this 
treaty it was sttonlated that seven fortresses were 
to be occupied by one hundred and fiftv thousand - 
of the aBied troops, at the expense of France, for 
a period not exceeding five years : the pecuniary 
indemnity wm settled at seven hundred million 
francs ; and the Ionian islands were declared inde- 
pendent, under the protectton of England. During 
the occupation of Paris, the various states which 
had suffered from the depredations of Buonaparte 
lost no time in recovering the works of art of which 
he had deprived them ; and a great number of v^ 
luable paintings and national monuments were re- 
stored to their ori^nal owners. 

On the re-estebltshment of the kingly government 
in France, measures were taken for the punishment 
of those who had been most actively engaged in thjs 
late rebellion ; and, although onW a few atoned for 
their oiTences with their lires, the celebrated mar- 
shal Ney was among the numl>er. 

An act of confederation was dgned at Vienna on 
tiie eifhth of June, by which tiie managenkcnt of the 
geneaal aflUrs of the German stetes was confided 
to a diet, compos e d of representatives of aU the 
princes and free cities of the empire ; and as they 
seveiuDy pledged tfiemselves not to make war up- 
on each oAer, but to submit aU differences to the 
decision of the diet, the ftatnre tranquillity of Ger- 
many is secured so long as the confederacy shall 
act up to its declared principles. In the final settle- 
ment of Europe by congress, Prussia received some 
important territiirial accessions, cfaiefiv firom Sax- 
ony, whose king was compelled to submit to the 
loss of Thuringia, Upper and Lower Lusatla, and 
Henneberg. This acquisition, in addition to Swedish 
PoBseraaia, and the recovory of her Polish pro- 
vinces, restored Prussia to a high rank among the 
powers of the continent. 

HOSTILITIES IN INDIA. 

Ill the East Indies some disputes befwcea the 
British government and the state of Nepaul, re- 
specting boundaries, broke out into hostility. Sev- 
eral gallant but unsuccessful- attempts were made 
on the strong fort of Kalunga, in one of which 
general Gillespie was slain ; the fort was at length, 
however, evacuated by its aarrlson ; and, after a 
campaign of unusual diAcnlty, the country from 
Kemaoon to the river Sutledge was ceded to the 
Enalish company. 

About this period the whole island of Ceylon 
came under the British dominion, the king of 
Candy, who possessed the interior, baring driven 
the inhabitants, by a series of atrocities, to throw 
ofiT his yiAe. Eany in the year general Brownrigg, 
the governor of the British possessions on the coast, 
issued a prodamation declaring that he made war 
on the tyrant alone, and promistog protection to bis 
oppressed suly)ects. An adeauate force then pcne* 
trated to the capital, amidst the acclamations of the 
inhabitants ; the king was delivered up, without the 
' loss of a single man ; and a treaty was coticluded, 
by which the British authority was established in 
the whole inland; the rights and immnuities of the 
chieft were secured, the reBgion of Boodh was es- 
tablished, torture and mutilation were abolished, 
and no sentence of death was to-be executed with* 
out a warrant from the British governor. 
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PARLIAMENT CALLBD— HOLY ALLIANCE. 
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copy oira ti«aty ooneliided oX Pans, «m the twenty- 
dxXh of Soptoiaiber, botwoon RomU, Aoatiia, and 



PrnaaU, and which had reoeiTod tho nano of the 
Holy Aulaace. By thto aiacalar doooment, which 
was ooBolMd in die mMt devout and ■oleaaa laa- 
fvage, and oonaiated of throe aitidef, the thiee po- 
tentates, memben of ^ttbrent Chriatian chnrchea, 
declared their feaolntion, bodi in tittir .domestic 
•dmlniftnUion and lisreign relatkms, to taka tot 
dieir gaide tibc pretepti of the holy leliffioo taught 
by our SuTioor. They bound theawelTea in a frater- 
nity of mutual asdatance, regarding thenwelrea.aa 
delegated by ProTidence to gorern three branches 
of one and the naae Chriatian nation, of which the 
Dirine Being was the solo real SoToreign ; and they 
declared that all such powers as should solemnly 
UTow the sacred principles which had actuated 
them would be receiTed .with ardour into this 
" holy alliance." Brougham obserred, that there 
was somediing so singuar in die language of the 
treaty, as to warrant no little Jealousy. He could 
not tUnk that it referred to ol^eots mereW spirit- 
ual : die pardtion of Poland had been prenoed by 
language Tory similar to that now used ; and tibe 
proclamation of die empress Catherine, which 
wound up that fktal tragedy, was couched in almost 
die same words. Lord Castlereagh Tiodicated the 
notiTes of the emperor of Russia, and stated that 
die prince regent, whose accession to dils alliance 
had been solicited, had expressed his satisfaction 
In its tendencT. Ho opposed the production of the 
document itself, on the ground that it was contrary 
to die practice of parliament to call for copies ot 
treaties to which dus counted was no party. 

FINANCE. 

• Fbom an abstract of die net produce of the re- 
venue in the yean ending theflfth of January ISIA, 
and die fifth of January 1810, it appeared mat, in 
the former it amounted to sixty^kr^ million four 
hundred and twenty-nine thousand nine hundred 
and eighty-one pounds ; and, In die latter, to sixty- 
idx mffllon four hundred and fortr-three t housand 
eight hundred and two pounds. Motwidistanding 
UM enormous produce, the chancellor of the ex- 
diequer acknowledged, on the rery first day of the 
seonon, that it was his intention to propose a re- 
duced income tax of five pounds per cent. This 
intenden was. howerer, frustratea by the perse- 
▼erinc opposition of die people. On the fifth of 
If arch Yansittart, with the view of gaining over the 
poorer dasses, announced, amongst his proposed 
modifications, that incomes of lees than one hundred 
and fiftr pounds, and Ihrms of less rent than one 
hundred and fifty pounds, were to be exempt from 
the operatkm of the tsx\ and that, upon fturms of 
hifber rent, the assessment was to be upon one- 
Chlrd instead of tfaree4bur«hs of dto rent. On that 
reduced scale, he estimated the tax to piu d ace six 



mOUeu pounds annually ; it had 
ever, tibet, aooordina to Ae oiiglMl 



half of tho tax 



been paid 





hundred and fifty pounds a year 
mating the net prodaoe of the ti 
to be twelve uuUion pounds 
would indeed be six myHea pc 
away, at one stroke, half of tte i 
don— incoaBsa of one 
a year and under— dM 

half could net exceed three mflMeo punmiii On 
the final disenssion of the subject on the < 
of March, the modon for a centhsuanea ef 
incoase tax was negadved by two he 
tUrty-eigfat against two hundred vad 
important deraat having exes^pted tho 
fkom a heavy aaeeeeaMnt, a be 
die mass of die people, by the repeal of the wi 
tax on malt, which hod been estimated to Miednse 
two million pounds per annum. In hrte^g for- 
ward the biioget. on Che twenty-eercttth of Hay, 
tlie ohawcenor of the exchequer snni—iiiiid dm 
highly gradfying foo^ diat the surplne of dM poo- 
ceding year's grants te hand amounted to five 
million six hundred and sixty-three 
hundred and fifty-fite rounds. In 
ol^oct of maintaining a large standa _ 
ton were auciremftil— the muation of the 
rendering it in some measwre neoeesary. 

Among the additional waya and 
of three million pounds was advanced by 
at three per cent, interest, on oondU ' 
permitted to increase their capitel by ' 
The restriction on cash payments waa \ 
extended undl July, 1818; the BngHah 
exchequers were cons o lidated; ami a 
passed for a new aUrer coinage, in which Ae da- 
nomination of the coin waa raised by a imsl 
seignorage, sizty-eix instead of sixty-two **'"'»*([■ 
being allowed to d&e paynd Troy. 

MARRIAGE OF PRINCESS CHARLOTTE- 
PARLIAMENTARY PROCEEDINGS. 




A MXSSAO a firom the prince regent to bodi 

of parliament, on the fenrtoenth of March, ai 

cod the marriage contract of his dan^ter, dhe prin 
cess Charkitto Angusto, with has serene higtuem 
the prince Leopold of Saxe-C<rf>ura ; and, on the 
modnn of the caanceDor of the exchequer, an en- 
nual sum of sixty thousand pounds was voted to Ae 
illustrious pair during their joint lives ; of which 
ten thousand pounds was to form a sort of privy- 
pane for her royal highness. If die prince should 
die first, the whole sum was to be continued to her 
royaf highness; if he should be the survivor, the 
sum of fifty thonsand pounds was to be continaed 
to him : die sum of sixty thousand pounds was aba 
granted by way of outift. The •amnhutn ceremsny 
was performed on the second of May. at the 
q^oeen's palace, and the erent called foNi the 
emcero congratulations of the nalitm. In July 
another royal marriage took place ' 
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Mary, imrth 

IT consin, tfM duke of 
HshBMntt wove fmood oa a aoaU wh&eh 
an api^iioatioa t» the pvbfic pmM 

nie state of Ireland waa urosglit imdflr 
•ion in ApcQ, 1»7 Sir Jolm Newport* who 
docwnenta . to esplaan tiM estent and 
thoa« ertia whioh rendered It neooManr to 



• and 



for 

of 



there, dnrfaif jMnce»an amy of twonty^TO tboe- 
aand man. This motien wae aapeaeded by an 
nmendment, propoe e d by Ped,tMio aaawlud that 
the dutorbeaoee an that oooati^ aeeaMd to bo the 
effect of a ayateauitio oppoeition to aU kwe. The 
debatea on ttie C^thoBe qneetioa wen attended 
with the aanMi reralta as on Ibnner oocaahma ; imt 
an expectation was entertained that they woold 
be renewed in tiM ensning ■Beeiin. with greats 
fttoceni. A bill rdatLre to the registry and regnla- 
tionof slares, whioh had been introdnoed byWO. 
berflrce towards the dose of tlte last session, be- 
came the subject of warm debates, in conseqoenoe 
of a calamitons insorrection which had taken place 
at Barbadoes. A petition fhnn die merdiants of 
Brietol deprecated the meaaore, as diadosing a 
esirit of interierenee with the local legislation of 
the oolonios; and, on the suggestion of lord Castle- 
reaf^, Wllbeifo f ce postponed his intended motion, 
and moTod for papen on the saldect. Fahaer, 
who argned ttuit tiie insairectien arose from eapee- 
tations, aaaong the slares, of entire emancipeAon, 
fsetered by we jMopoeed ragletry UU, moved an 
amendment, wUm was carried, recoasaiendlng the 
eolonial anthoilties to promote the moral and rsli- 
gioua improToaMnt, as well as thecosaiBrt and hap- 
piness, of Ae negroes. 

Parliament was proregned on the seeond of inly, 
when ttie prinoe-regent expressed Us deep reerot 
nt the distressee snatained by many elsssns of his 
Jl^lesty's snluects, which te hoped wenU te fonnd 
to have arisen tnm ca n se s ef a temporary aatora. 



8TATB OF THE COUHTEY-KIOTS. 

Tbb period had new anived at which tibe oense- 
qnences of so long and expensive a war were to be 
nnost severriy fait Ihe system of bonowing ooald 
no longer be oonlianed, and the sappUes mnst now 
be raised within the year. The pressere of agri- 
cohnral and commercial diatress was very a ey e ra l y 
felt; and, in the ooaatise of SvflUk, Nwfolh, Gam. 
bridge, and varioua other parts of the hingdem, 
tomults of a Tory foriona natoie took place, lathe 
Isle of Kly a kwd of organiaed insonection bvrst 
fivth, whioh was not snppressed without cenridor^ 
able diAcalty, and between seventy and eighty 
rioters were tried by a sjpeciat rowmissinn, when 
twenty«fottr wem fonnd gwlty, of whom ftve saflbred 
the imal ezccetion of the law. 

later in the year, the iniarier prodnce of the bar* 
▼es^ the conseqnent advance in the price of provi- 
sions, and the eontinaed depression of trade 



commeroe, opesated most severely npon the poorer 

NaBKHPOQe 



rUnm thronghont the kingdoaa. Komerooo meet- 
ingi were holden to ceniider the means of alleviatr 
ing the general distress, and large sebscriptiens 
wove raised ; bnt at several of the assemblies oeten> 
ffidy convened for the most beneyelent purpsaos, 
Donons of aeditioas principles came fnrward to i»> 
flame the aiinds of the people, by asserting that Uw 
abolition of places and pensions, and a refona in 
parliament, weald prove a remed v for every oviL 
Of the meetings of this nature, tiiose which were 
holden in 8^ Pields, near London, are the most 
remarkable. On the fifteenth of November many 
thousand artisans and others, assembled for tiss 
alleged par^oae of petitioning for relief under t heir 
distrem, were addreased by a person named Hunt 
in « hmg and violent huangue, and it was detee* 
nioed that a petition to the prinoe>regent should 
be presented by him, aeoompaaied by Sir f^mncis 
Burdett ; but the latter did not choose te appear 
io the boshMas, and Hunt wm informed that it 
could only be presented at a levee, or through the 
medium of the home secretary. On the second of 
December another meeting was convened to r» 
oeive the answer to the petition, when an alarming 
breach of the peaee took place. A young man, 
iiauMd Watson, alter uttaoring an indammatory ha- 
raague^ seiaed a lag from one of the by-standen, 
and, heading a party of the populace, led them into 
the ti£f, and atienspted to plunder the shop of a 
|iu-smith on Bnew*hiIL He foed a pistol at di gen* 
tteman named Flatt, who waa re*M»stnting wiQi 



hkm, and. lor this effimre was appiehoMded, but In 
tiw confhaionthat ensned he escaped ; and the rioL 
vriddi might have produced inoalculahle miaciiiei, 
was checked by the spiritedMnduot of die niagi» 
tmtes, and entirdy QneUed hy the appoeranoe 
of a military force. Inifing dils distaifoance the 
principal pest of the aasamblage remained fnfipa 
Fields, where aawthet petition waa delen ' 
npon, and another meeting appointed. 

SXFEDmON AGAINST AL6TSR8. 



Foa a series of yearn the pirates on tfie ooaet ol 
Barbary had consmitrod great depredations on al> 
most every oAvflised state ; and atN length rentared 
to attadL the EnsUsh flag. Sir Thomas If aitland, 
the governor of Malta, pcoceeded. in eonaequeno^ 
to Tripoli, the government of whieh aooeded to aB 
that he propoesd ; and at Tunis every thing was 
amicably settled by negotiation. These arrangei 
meets, however, proving inelfoctnaL admiral lord 
Bsmeath, with a portion of the Jieditsrranean 
fleet, proceeded, in the early part of the pseeent 
year, nrst to Tunis, and then toTrlpoli. At.both 
these plaoes tbe devs M»peased disp u aed to aocede 
to any terms ; and bis lordsUp proposed a treaty, 
for ever prohibiting the making of Christiaa slaves^ 
and that such prisoners as might be taken in war 
should be treated according tothe pmotice of mi' 
Heed Burope. These stipnIatlBns were leadfly 
agreed to, trealiea were suned, and tfie fleet se* 
turned to AlgienL wlmre lord jBunoatb pvopeeed 
to the dey a rimllar treaty, against wluioh, hes^ 
ever, he made a firmand reeoluto atand. Lord Bx- 



month therefore departed from the interview 
a determination to commence hostilities ;. on 
the dey ordered the British eonaoi, M*]>onald, tobe 
oonftned, and all tiie English vesseb at Oran to be 
seised. Negotiations, however, were resumed, 
which ended in an agseement that three mentha 
should be allowed iisr ohtaintoi the sanction of the 
Grand Seignior to the proposed treaty, and the 
Tagna frigato was appointed to take the dey^ am* 
bemador to Constantinople. Scareoiy, however, 
had lord Ezmoeth reached Bngland, when intolli- 
gence anived of a new and horriUe oatrage, be- 
tween throe and fous hmdred Conican, NeepoU. 
tan, and Sicilian flahing-boats, employed in the 
coral fishery, near Tunis, having been attacked by 
an Algerine Irigaw, the fovtrasa of Bona also fising 
upon them. At the same time a corps of cavalry 
firem Bona chained them f oriqusly, and the slaagh^ 
tor anurngst those poor defoncelem creatures was 
most dreadiid. 

Knding it faapractfeable to bind dm barbarians 
by treaties, it was at length resolved to take severs 
Tongeance for their cruelty and perfidy ; and lord 
Eunouth accordingly sailed from Plymouth, on the 
twenty-eighdt of July, in the Queen Gharlotto of a 
hundred and ten guns, with four other ships of the 
Une, five ftigates, and several sloops, bombs, Ac 
Having rendesveused at Gibraltar, where he waa 
joined by a Dussh sQuadren, his lordship p r ocee d ed 
on his voyage en toe fourteenth of August. The 
Algerinos, it eppears, had^ ever sinoe the end of 
May, been preparing fsr the expected attack of 
our fleet, by remevtog every artieie of value from 
the town, which was well defoaded bv about one 
thousand pieces of otd n an c eh Algiers, nsing abrupt* 
ly from the water^i edge, to a great height, was 
surrounded by a high wall, the oonthem side of 
whieh was adorned with men's heads. The bat. 
toriea were one above anodier, strongly o6neiruct> 
ed and fortified ; and along a tangne of land, which 
defends the entrance into the inner pert of the 
harboar, and also the appreaoh to it, was a range 
of atrong batteries, whi«di our ships were obl^ed to 
pern, to take their station near the town, for the ^ur. 
poee of bombarding it. Lord Br month arrived oa 
the twenty-eeventh of August : end, al* proposals 
for cenciKalion having proved tooflbclaal, the fleet 
passed the batteries, and at three otlock in Ae af- 
•emoon the firing commenced. The Queen Ghar 
lotto took her station off the extreme point of the 
taaigne, by iridch she enfiladed the whoto Itoe of 
batteries aloag It; and se near waa she, that every 
partof the mole, and what was oaBad the ^' 
was visible fosaa her quarter^tock. Both 
crowded widi spoototon, and lord Brmenth v 
his hat to them to setise, and signified that he 
about to begto hostilities ; but they did net 
to, or periMps did not oomprohend the me a nin g ef, 
hm hnmenely iatended wandng* ud the on 
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quttoce wss, that oar ftnt broadride swept off from 
lava hojidred to one thooMad of tliem. The moot 
sdTftnoed of the Algerine navy wms a brig, to which 
the Queen Ghartotte laihed bexaelf : chieer in whh 
flie Bhore, in the boaom of the liariioar» were two 
Mgatea, and the .reat of die JUgeriae TeeseU be- 
hind ttiem. The f ory and tremendooi nature of the 
bombardment will never be forgotten . It condn ned 
till nearly eloren ; the Algerinca llabting all the 
time with the utmoat fury, but vet with great skill 
and effect. About ten the land breexe came on, and 
It waa deemed adriaable to take a larger «Ang 
during the night. It waa extremely dark ; but the 
darkneaa waa illuminated by a rtolent atorm of 
hghtoing, with thimder, and by the inoeaaant fire 
of the batteriea. Next momihg the citr and bar* 
bonr exhibited a terrible acene of deaoUtton, four 
large Algoine firigatea, fire correttea, a great num- 
ber of amaller veaaela of all deacriptiona, the maga- 
■inea, araenala, and a large quantity of marine 
storea, being deatroyed; whilst their loaa in men 
waa between aix and aeren thousaod : the aaaail- 
ania had alao to lament a loaa in killt^ and wounded 
of more than eight hundred. Lord Emmonth now 
repeated with effect tlm propoaala which had before 
been rejec t ed, and the result of thia aplendid 
aehierement waa, that the dey agreed totally to 
aboUah Chriatian alarery ; to deliver up all the 
slaTca in hia dominiona, to whaterer nation they 
al|^ belong ; to return all the money tibat he had 
received for the ^vdemption of alarea ainee the 
commencement of the year ; and to make repara- 
tion and u pabUc apology to the British conaiu, for 
the wnmga and indignitiea to which he had been 
aul^ected. 

After the treatiea bad been negotiated, and the 
dey had refunded three hundred and eighty-two 
thquaaad fire hondred dollaia to the gorerfiments 
of Naplea and Sardinia, and had releaaied ten hun- 
dred and eighty-three Chriatian alavea, it came to 
the knowledge of lord fizmouth that two Spanhoda, 
the one a merchant, and the other the rice^sonaul 
of that nation, were atill^hdd in cnatody, on pre- 
tence that they were prisoneia for debt. Hia loxd- 
alnp immediately inauted on their unconditional 
releaae, and prepared for the recommencement of* 
iiostilitiea ; in conaequence of which they were aet 
at liberty, and not one Christian prisoner remained 
In Algiers. Our gallant aquadnm quitted on the 
third of September ; and lord Bxmonth, who waa 
twice aUgbtly wounded during the action, waa 
raiaed from the dignity of baron to that of riacount, 
for hia serrices on this oocasioo. A eonsiderafale 
ipromotion alao took place amongst the officers who 
Bad so nobly participated in die chaatiaement of an 
nnprincipled tyrant. 

EAST INDIA AFFAIRS. 

In the East Indiea tlie irritable atate of the popu- 
lar mind, on all aubsecta connected with their cua- 
toma, occasioned some dbtarbancea, which were 
not quelled without bloodahedj and diapntea with 
aereral of the natlTo powera in the coiirae of the 
year alao occupied the firitiah forces. The Pin- 
dareea made an inroad into 6nntoer,Iaid waste that 
rich district, and committed many acta of wanton 
barbarity, whilat their moTomenta were so skilfully 
conducted that they escaped with most of their 
booty. The refnaal of the r^ah of Nepaul to ratify 
the treaty which had been concluded occaaioned a 
aerere conteat between the Bntiah and thia fomd* 
daUe enemy, which waa terminated on the foordi 
of March, by hia acceding to the former terms, aftor 
being defeated in a deciaiTe action, and losing an 
important fortreaa. For theae aacceaaea the thanks 
of parliament were voted to the governor-general 
aod the army, and the earl of Moira waa created 
marqoia of Uaatiaga. 

That moat desirable but laborious wort, the ar- 
rangement of the aututo law under diatinct and 
{roper heada. had been long atndied by lord Stan> 
ope, whoae life had been devoted to arientiflo pur- 
auts ; during the last session he had moved for a 
eominittee to consider the best means of aocom- 
plidiing the crf^t; but death unfortunately de- 
iffived the country of his services before the deve- 
lopment of his plans : and it ia much to be feared 
that a conaiderable time wiU elapae before any per- 
eon equaUy qaalified for the taak wffl be induced 
to undertake It. 

^t '^■•*J*®r a^* «Jte y«nr 1BI6 without record- 
mg the death of Riehard Brinaley Sheridan, the laat 





of that great eenetelMlon of talent 
the latter part of the eighteenth 
oretor he yidded not even to PHt In 
tion ; whflat in force andaeuteneaa be 
pared with Fox, and in aplendoar of 
with BuAe. At the early age of 
wrote a comedy, which ia admitted to be 
heat in the Bng^eh language— 
dal; and, had he ismiiioyed hie wami 
■aenta with ordinary judgment, nothing: 
obatnioted his p rcigre m to the Ughedt 
fame : but, attached to convivial plenewrce, 
over with i n dd on c e , and depreaaed by 
mimbievoua habitt obacured tiboae 
powers which might have (teoeft hia in 
Bsost rank of stetesmeo. He wi 
advocate of pnbUc liberty; and, 
been rouaed to more frequent 
doubtleM have eajojod a aiul larger ahareW 
larity. 

.HEBnNO OF PARUAMEMT— PRZXCS 

GENT ATTACKED. 

1817.— On the twenty-eighth e 
parliament waa opened by die ,.. 
person, when the chief topica of the 
the continued aaauraneea of i 
foreign powers ; the aplendid au« 
baidment of Algiera, with the 
ciation of the practioe of Chriatian 
the snooeasfol tennination of thn 
dia. The annual eatimataa had been 
an anxioaa deaira to make every tedi 
public eatabUahments whioh the aafiety of 

Eire and true policy would alknr ; bnt las royal 
ighnesa regretted to atete that there had been a 
deficienoy in the produce of the laet yeni*a 
nne : he treated, however, thatltwae to be 
to temporary c a n aaa ; and he had the oaoeolatioe is 
believe that it would be found p ta mtle n M e to wo- 
vide for the aervice without making any addnas 
to the burdens of die people. 

The riotous spfarit which had lately dfaplaycd it- 
self again broke out on tUa oecnsien ; and ths 
nrinoecegent, on hia way to the houae, wna Maafled 
by tamultuoua expreaaiona ef diaapinnDbetion fteai 
an unusually large concourse of people, ^ 
duct, on the return of die proeeseien, ' 
violent, the royal carriage belni 
atonea and other miaailea (in an aiarasmg 
Thia outrage waa communicated to the bouse af 
peers by lord Sidmouth, when the eonaideradan 
of the usual addreaa In answer to Ae opeedi uw 
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postponed till the following day, and 
waabeT' 



m te 



told with the houae of commcoe, at which a 
joint addreaa, congratulating hia reynl ^ighm m an 
hia eacape, was agreed upon. A prsrlamafien wm 
iaaued, offering a reward of one thousand pounds 
for the apprehenaion of theoffendera, bnt diey were 
never diacovered. 

On die enaoing evening eari Grey 
amendment on the addreaa in answer to the i 
chiefiy for the puipoee of exprew 
that the prinoe-regent waa under _ _. 
apeoting die degree and probable duratien of tha 
preaamre on the le a oui ee a of the cowntry, 
waa declared to be much more extenaive 
operationa, more aevera in ite effeols, mere 
and general in Ite causes, and more diflcult to 
moved, than diat which liad prevailed at die tn 
nadon of any fomer war. To thia dedaraiion 
added a prefoaslon of regret that his royal 
should not sooner have been advised to 
measures of the moat rigid economy and 
meat, partieulariy with reapect to onr mOitBiy 
eatabliabmente ; and a reaolutien that the home 
ahould go immediately into a committee on the 
atoto of the nadon. Hie amendment was negatived 
without a diviaioa ; and a rtmilar one, moved ia the 
oommona on the preceding day, waa reiected by 
two hundred and aixty-four agalnai one hundred 
and twelve. Yet focte ere long proved the ncces 
sity -of making large and general retrenchmeata 
and ef reducing taxation. 

ILLEGAL IfEEITNGS. 

Oif the thhd of February a mrasage was com. 
municatod to both houses, announcing that d« 
prinoe-regent had ordered to be laid before pwfia* 
meat papers rontaining an a c cennt of eertein aMot. 
inga and ooadrfnadons held in dlArent parts «f tfhe 
country, tending to the dialnibanoe of die puUit 
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f, dM aBouifloa of the ailbsliona of tfao 
ftaan Us ni^Jcotv's penon aod goronmioBt, 
imd'the overthrow of ue whole frame end flyetom 
.of the lew end constititUon : hie royel higfaneM re* 
ooBemmided the p«pen to inkieediate oonaidoretion, 
id they wen referred by eeoh home to e •ecret 



RBLINQUISnUENT OP INCOME BY PRINCE 
REGENT AND MINISTERS. 

AfiOTHiR oommonieetioo, of e dilferent nature, 
"Wiui made to the honae of commona by lord Ceatle- 
v0ACh, on the aeventh of the aame month, proTi- 
oaely to hia morihs Ibr the eppointment of e com- 
mittee of hiqoiry reapeethig too inoome end ezpen- 
datuve of the atete. liia kirdahip aaid that he had 
it in command from the prince rogeot to annoonce, 
tltnfc, aympathiring with tne auiTeruiga of a generooa 
people, he had determined upon a ceaaion of fifty 
thonaand ponnda per annum of that part of hia in- 
oome wldch related to hia peraonel expenaea, dar- 
ing the continaance of the preaent dUBonltlea. At 
the aame time, hia lordahip commnnicated die in- 
tention of miaiatera ToluntarUy to diapenae with 
vne-tenth of their oAelal ineomea, while the neeea- 
aitica of the atato-ahoold require auch a concemion. 
Lord Camden, one of the tellera of the ezcheoner, 
alee rdinqniahed, pro tempore, die whole of the 
enermoua proftta m that ainecnre oftoe, with tibe 
exception of two thonaand five hundred poonda, 
tbe regulated income of the other tellera. Thia, it 
'waa ei.pected, would effect a aaTing of aixteen or 
eiglkteen thousand poanda a year. On' the reduced 
eeale, the expenditure fbr the year waa eatimated 
at aix miUion five hundred thooaand pounda leaa 
than that of the preceding year, and a further 
aaving of upwarda of one million pounda waa 
calculated upon for 1818. 

The first report of the committee of inquiry into 
^e income and ezpendituva, xelatlng to tho aboU- 
tloa of ainecurea, waa made on the fifth of May, 
when DaTiea Gilbert atated, that, in reoommendtaig 
tiie anppreaaion of certain oAces, it waa, at the 
aame tmie, neoeaaary that Ua mi^^y ahoald be 
enabled to reward meritorioua aerricea, by grantiug 
penaions according to the duration of aerrioe and 
exertiona of pnbbc ofioera. A hill, entitled the 
Clril Servicea* Compenaation Bill, waa acoordinp:ly 
introduced, together with another lor aboUahing 
the ofllcea of waidena and juadcea in Eyre ; and 
they paaaed through both houaea with little oppo- 
sition. 

Notwithatanding the expectation of ooereiTO 
measnrea to be adopted by gOTemment, a meeting 
of the populace, headed by Hunt and hia fiienda, 
under tne ostendUe amtiTe of petitioning ibr par- 
liamentary rdTonn, waa held in Spapfielda on the 
fenth of ^bruary, and a aimllar meeting in Palace- 
yard. Weatminater, on the thirteenth, at neither of 
which any thing remarkable occurred. 

COMMITMENTS TO THE TOWER. 
TBI report of the aeeret committee of the home 
of lofda waa p reaented on the eiahteenth of Febru- 
ary, and commenced by atating that die committee 
found that there waa no doubt that treaaonable con* 
apiraciea had been formed in the melropoUa and 
elaewher«, which had for their otgect the total 
OTOfthrow of the lawa and gorerament, and the ia- 
diacriminate plunder and diviaioa of pronerty. 
That in August laat, different meetinga had been 
held In the metropolia, anna were pnrchaaed, and 
odier meaautea of the Hke kind reaorted to. At 
aubaequent oonaultotiona it waa reoolved to call a 
public meeting in Spa-fteida, which waa fixed fbr 
the fifteenth of Notember. Tbe conapiramra had 
prepared addreaaea, and circulated them in the 
raou, informing the priaonera they would ahordy 
be liberated, when tiiey would be aimed by the 
proviaional goremment. They were also deeired 
to prepare tliemaelTea with tn-colouved oockadea, 
uaolemaiic of the approaching revolution. Plana 
were alao fbrmed for an attack upon the Tower, 
pikea wore manufactured to arm tne people, lead- 
era were appointed to conduct the aaaaulta in dif- 
ferent diatncta, and fire-anna were diatributed 
amongat thoae who were cqnaidered moat worthy 
of confidence. While theae arranfomenta were 
' fbrming, the leadera of the conapiracy were found, 
night after night, in pubUe houaea, working an the 
mmda of the people whom they saight meet diere, 
ao aa to render tuna ready tnatrumenta to exeente 
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any pnriect, howerer deeperate. B&erdona were 
alao mane to win orer tbe aoldien to their cauae. 
Tki«oloinred flaga were prepared, togedier with 
a banner, on which waa inacribed, ** The braro 
<«oldiera are our frienda — ^treat them kindly ;** and 
it appeared that, down to the aeoood of OooiUil> 
her, they had the fulleat confidence of aucceaa. 
Communicationa regularly took place between the 
conspiratora fai the metropolia, and peraona actuat- 
ed by aimflar fe«dinga in other porta of the coun- 
ar ; and mattera were ao regulated aa that their 
brta ahould be deroted to the aame purpoae in 
different quarters at one time ; for which cud 
it waa agreed diat they ahould all hold meetinga on 
the aame dav, and thereby eftct a general riaing at 
ooco ; and thia waa to be done under the pretence 
that they were to petition the prince-regout, the 
real otgect being to promote a spirit of insubordi- 
nation i a contempt of all lawa, whether religioua 
or otherwiae ; an equal diriaion of all property, 
and a reatoration to what waa tenued natural 
rights. The next point upon which the report 
touched waa the exiatence of aodetiea in Tanoua 
parte of the kingdom, under the tidea of Hampden 
oluba, Spencean philanthropiata, dec, the intent of 
which waa, under the diagniae of conatitutioual pro* 
ceedinga, to extend the i>laua of deraatation and 
destrncdoii already described. A reference was 
then had to the adnuniatradon of aeeret oatha, and 
to the extraordinary menaiirea which were taken 
by the nouspirators to proTont a diacoTery of their 
plots— plota which were found to hare exutenee in 
all the great mannfkcturing towna throuahout the 
country, Glaagow, Mancheater, Birminniam, fto. 
The laiat topic alluded to waa the publication of 
inflammatory and aeditiona worka at a cheap rate, 
the ol^ect of which waa to root out all feebnga off 
religion and morality, and to excite hatred and 
contempt for tho exiating state of things. Tho 
committee, in fine, attributed the late attack upon 
the prince-regent to the effect produced by thoee 
pubucationa ; and expreaaed it us their decided 
opinion, that the oiril power, aa at preaent consti- 
tuted, under all the drcomatancea atated^ waa la- 
auficient for the proaerration of the pubhe peace. 
On the following evening a report aimilar in olgert 
and effect, waa preaented from the committee of 
the bonao of commona. 

In cooaequence of tbe circumatancea developed 
b 1 the secret oommitteea of parliament, four per- 
aona, of the namea of Wataon, Freaton, Hooper, 
and Keene, were apprehended, and committed to 
the Tower on a charge of high treaaon. A reward 
of five hundred pounds waa alao offered for dm 
apprchenaion of a man of the name of Thiatla- 
wood ; and a ftirther reward of five hundred 
pounda for the junior Watson. The metropolia, 
mdeed, aa well aa several other paru of thi 
kingdom, waa for aome time in a atate of 
alarm. 

The firat parliamentary conaeqnence of the 
porta of the aeeret committeea waa a motion by 
loed Sidmouth, in the upper houae, for the aua- 
penaion of the kmbeas corpus act until the first of 
)aly, then next enauing. A bill to thia effect was 
paaaed, and ordered to the commona. Where it 
went through ita different atagea with rapidity: 
and on the fourth of Mardi received the roywi 
aaaent. In the lorda a proteat againat the measure 
waa aigned by eighteen peers, on the ground that 
the exiathag lawa were adequate to tho danger. 
Lord Gaadereagh gave notice of farther meaaurea 
for the protecti o n of the country againat the machi- 
nationa of the disaffected. These were, firat, the 
extending of the act of 1709, for the aecurity of his 
m^ieaty'a penon, to that of the prince-regent; 
aeoondJy, the embodying into one act the prori- 
aiona of the act of 1709, relative to tumultuous 
meetings and debating aodetisa, and the proviaions 
of the act of the thirty-ninth of the king, whioh 
declared the illegality of all aodetiea bound to- 
gether by aeeret oaths, and of auch aa extended 
tfaemaalvea by fraternised braachea over the king- 
dom; sad. laady, the making of enactaokenta to 
poniah with die ntmoat rigour any attempt to gain 
oTor aoldiers or saUora to act with any aasociatioa 
or set of men, or .to withdraw them from their al- 
legiance. Numeroua petitions againat theae pro- 
posed reatrietiona on public liberty, particularly 
againat the auapenaion of the kabtg* corpus aet, 
were preaented to pariiament ; and in the reapeo- 
dve houaea they were oppoaed, in every atage of 
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poople : tibey, bowcTor, finally rooof Te« tlM lanc 
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BXOUEQUfiR BILLS-CATHOLIC CLAIMS. 

On the twenty-eiflith of April the chancellor 
of the exdieqner, in a conmittoe of die hooM, pro- 
powd that excheqoer liilb to an anoont not ex- 
ceeding fl?e hundred thoaaand pound* ehould bo 
Ikraed to eomminionen, to bo by them applied to the 
completion of pablie works in progresi, or about to 
be commenced ; to encoorage the llehMieSf and to 
employ the poor in the diftrent pariehea of OreaC 
Britain, on due Monrity being given for repayment 
of the inms to adranced. He abo moved that the 
lord-Hentenant of Ireland might be empowered to 
advance, oat uf the conaolidated fond of tiiat Uag- 
dom, a iom not exceeding two hondred and ttiy 
thousand pounds for the same purpoeeo, under con- 
dition of repayment hi a time to be limited. Theoe 
resolutione were agreed to, and a ball framed upon 
them WM passed. 

In the course of this seasion several unsocoeos. 
All attempts were made, bv the membem of the 
opposition, to procure the abolition of unnecessary 
offlces, and the redaction of enormoos salaries. 
Orattan's annual motion in Ihvour of the Irish car 
tiiolios was defeated by a minority of twenty-four ; 
and lord Dononghmore's corresponding motion in 
ttie upper house was negatived by one hundred 
and forty-two votes againuit ninety. 

At the latter end of May the office of speaker of 
the bouse of commons waa resigned, on the ground 
of illness, by Abl>ot, on whom the prince regent ia»- 
VMdiately conferred die title of Baron Coudiester, 
and the right Lon. Charles Manners Sutton was 
deeted to sucoeed him as speaker. 

SIDMOWH'S CIBCULASr-MBSSAGBS FROM 
PHINCE REGENT. 



^ On the assembling of the peera after (he 
recess, it was ordered, on die modon of earl Orey, 
diat a copy of the circular letter which had tbmm 
recendy been addressed by the secretary of state 
for the aome department to the lords-lieutenant of 
counties, relative to seditious or blasphemous pub- 
Hoadons, be laid before die boose. In diis docu- 
ment lord Sidmoath had stated, that, as ft was tif 
the greatest importance to prevent the drenlstion of 
Uasphemons and seditious pamphl«fts and writings, 
he had consulted the law officers of the crown, 
whether a person found soiling or pubbshing such 
writings might be brought immedlalely before a 
Jostide of the peace, by warrant, to answer for Us 
eottdoct ; and dieir opinion was that a iustioe of 
die peace might issue his warrant for the appre- 
hension of a person charged before him, on oath, 
with the pdjucation of such libels, and compel him 
to give bail to answer die charge. Under these cir- 
cumstance*, his lordship desired to call dw attentioa 
of the lords-Ueatenaat particulariy to the subject, 
and requested that they would notilV saoh opteioo 
to the chairman at the quarter sessions. In order 
diat maeistrates might act upon it. Snbsequeady 
to the prodoetion or this dTCvlar, earl Grey intro- 
duced the subject to the poets. In a spoeoh replete 
with legal infonaation. ip whidi ho contended 
against the mindple that a Justice of the peaoe 
Bught be called upon by any common informer to 
dedde what was or was not a Ubd, and to commit 
or hdd to bail, upon Us sole jmdgmtmt, tho party 
accused. His lordsUp ftirdior held that soch a 
specU&c intimation to magistrates, a* to the mode in 
which they were to construe the law, even suppos- 
ing the law itMlf to be dear and undisputed, would 
have been a Ugh offence against die constitntion. 
Earl Grey's motion, which was for tW case wUch 
had been submitted to tho law officers of the erowa, 
en whose opinloa loed Sidmoalh's ciiuular to the 
matistrates had been imaed, was supported by 
lordi Brskhie and HoUsimI, and opposed hy bwds 
BUenborough and EMon } and, on a division, it was 
negatived by seventy-flve against nineteen. The 
subject was introduced into the house of 
by Sir Bamud Romilly, and deddod in 



The ooontey osntinuing to bo in an alarming 
state, messages Arom dM prince regent were sent 
down to both houses on die thini of Juoe, stating 
diat Us ivyal highness had ordered to be laid be- 







peaoe and tranqullltty, and t« 
the ooaadtaiion of these luahns ; i 
ing to parliament ta tak* tho aaa 
diate consideration. Hie papers 
aoooffdingly referred, as In a i 
cooamittees of secrecy. The report o# 
committee, presented on tike twAAh of 
tod, in substaaee, that having takoa iato 
slderatiaB tho soiitect of tho p apeta 
to than, and fbUy 
which the oommnaloatisas wei 
were of opinion that the spirit of tumoH 
raodon which gave riw to the UlL now Ui 
fer simpending the habeas oorpos, had hy 
it was mily by 
aided hy the opevmdon o€ 
biU, and their cammanioatioas widi the 1 
that the spirit of 

down— that active propamtionB were still 
widi a view to subvert the 
ooantry^-abd that the revivd of the said hOi 
months longer was^sohitely 
the public peace, 
of the house of 

tile 

th of Maid^ to odkots ia 
aintt of June, mmdnHing b 
» Conddondy as they (the committee) 
loyalty and good dispodtinn of Us niniial jls 
(even in those parts of the country In 
spirit of disaflbcdon has shown Itaelf im 
formidable shape), diey cannot bvt 
conviction diat it is not yet safe to rd 
die preservation of the pnbHe 
ordinary powers of tho law.* It waa 
the reports, that the owMenoe laid bafera tke 
witteeo had, in a great 
dbo depositions and coanaanioadaaa of 
who were awre or less implicated in Ae 

p arAsd y sanga ged in them with a vi aw o f 
infoi'iiia d on to governmsat : but wJwiatera 
ed, and most streaoooshr tnsiitad npan, 
eaukUmnent of spies as bad been aWndod to ; aa4 
a further saspeaaioa of ' 
tiU die fomt of March ia 
agr e e d to. 

On the ninth of Jdy, Wilberihroo Bcnred for sa 
addrem tothe pdnce regent, aabiaitdasyfe the msot 
dutiful but urgent tasms, the caprossiaa of our < 
tianed and Tinfrnsstog solidtide i 
teal abolition of the 

Che European powers, wUdi was ■fiiml to 
a dissentient vdoe. 

IhRiM a diseus d o a on matCera of toamTi. foo 
chancellor of the each«qa«r conteaded 
income tsx had been acted upon, it 
prodneed a considerable disdmrga 
inoambranoes s and ha could not, 
regretting its roped. If the 
now opentaig should unhappily foil,' lie ww'ded- 
dedly of oaiaiim that vigorous laoasuma ou^ to 
be resorted to for tho faaprovoment of oar teaadd 
dtaatiaa. Tha^ aaiidst our difficultiea, tW im> 
ptom ia en t ia thefnada was consadaraUc'; and that 
the pr es en t se«don of padiaipent had dispelled for 
•vet the sugfBotioas of a system of ianoratioa ma 
bad feitb, which, for a tame, imitod with other cs- 
oqma ton oos of the country to lower pnUic credit. 
He trostod chat pnUic credit would atai fervher 
rise, though at tilat mouMnt the comtry 
•otudly paying own than three portsent. 
oa the oKohequer hills. Doobta had been ea 
as to tho resumption of cash payqiento Igr the bank; 
but nothing less than an axtraordjnary politied or 
comanereiarshock would prevent its taking plaoe la 
Jdy next. Thanaticnd prospect was improved by 
tho hope of an abundant harvest ; and he thoaghS 
wo aMght reesoiMi bly look to amoro esteaaivu aai 
productive oommordd interooune. 

The prorogation of parliament, by a speech from 
the throMf took place on the twera of Jdy. 

DISTURBANCES AT MANCHBSTEIU-STATB 

TKIALB. 

Tea disturbances at M«vliester, alladed to ia 
the las t-msntionod ropoi^t; of f^ secrot comsuttco 
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of tb» kftwe of OOTMMMM* i^FP«v 10 hftTo boea of 
a very oxCroord^wy flcuMrfptioo* At a pvlitte 
mootiof held aeor 8c Poterli obvrcta, on tiio third 
•f Moioh, by perwrno denoaiiiatiBc tfiemaoWoo 
ftfandi of paniamentiry rofbrm. aotleeo wore 
iwuad that torn oopooten of thoir dootcinot ihoold 
■Memble at the stmo plaoo on tho tentii, and pro- 
oeed thonoe to the metropoUa, to protent a pocmon 
to the pmce-rosenty that they mlfht be enabled to 
vndeeeire him I AooordingW, on the appointed 
day, crowds of people flowd into Maaoheeter, 
firann aM dlreotioniu ae early aa eifht o'clock in Ae 
nomiiv; and the uaitigatois. from ttieir temporary 
•tage hi a oart, hanngued tne mnltiCnde, tiU their 
vaatly iacreaafaic nomben eaneeted the expedi- 
ency of putting in force tiie eiTil and mlacary 
A par^ of dragoon*, aeoompanled by thie 
of the dletiiet, then appeared amongtt 
earroonded the ereotion, and Immediately 
conToyed the entire groap apen it to tlie New 
Bailey prieon. The oonooono of andilon were 
ibrthwita dimemed without the inftotion of any 
aoTeritr. Johnson and Ogden, two of the leaders 
upon former occaaiens, had been arrested on the 
metlons morning, and were iocu i ed in die Mew 
Bailey. Others ^ereseiaed by the soldiers on their 
w«y to deliver their charge in SaUbrd. A con- 
aiderable nvmber of people set evt en their mission 
to London, taking the rout of StodLport ; bat idMve 
forty of mem were reoondocted to Manohester, 
and others were secured in Stookport. Most of 
them were proTlded with knapsadka. fto. ooptain- 
ing Uabketi and other articles. At one period 
there was an assembiM:* of at least thirty thou- 
aand neople at the meeting ; not aaore, however, 
tfiaa ive hmdred peaetraced so Ibr as llacele»- 
Aeld, where a troop of the yeomaary had remained 
to piOTide agaiast sodi a oontiageney; and no 

>re than twenty persoos ptoeeeded into Staflbid- 
Nothiag ooold be more wcetohed and inti< 
able than the appearance of dm I!bw who 
MaedeslMd ; some actually teiating through 
BOSS, and all of them wittout baggage, or any ap- 
parent rceonree with which to proo c ed twenty 
■Aes tarther towards London. Thns ended what 
has since been known under the quaint appellation 
of the Blanketeering Expedition. 

In the BMmth of June die senior Watson was, 
with Thistlewood aad some oCh^, put upon his 
trial, on a charge of high treason, in the court of 
King's Bench t but,chleiiy from the discredit thrown 
en the testfaneny of the principal witness, named 
Oe s t les , an accomplice or spy, and a man of bad 
character, the Jury retained a verdict of net guilty. 

the tuibulent dkposl. 



In the oourse of the 

tbn of the manu&etnring dasses esUbited itscSf in 
several of the northern and nifcdlaad eownties, par- 
ticuhurly in those of Derby. Mottin^uib, York, and 
Lanoaster, by many atroaoua acts of tumult and 
outrage ; and it was Ibund expedient to appoint a 
saedal commission to sit at Derby, lor the trial of 
the offenders. The Arst four prisoners who were 
tried were foand guilty : aineteen of the others 
were then allowed to plead guilty, en an under- 
stsndiag dmt mercy would be extended to ttem ! 
aad twelve were acquitted, the attocney-generai 
having decUned tu oall evidence against them. 
Bentenee of deaOiwas foimally proaieanoed^upen 
twenty-three of these deluded asen ; of whom three 
^Biaadreth, Ludlam, alid T mam sugered the 
fan penalty of the law. To the amehinations of a 
government spy, named Oliver, many of them 
ascribed the criminal acts iato which they had 
been led ; and the eaiplovakent of such men was 
Tory generally condemned, thoir interest leading 
them to foment the plots they undertake to re- 
ToaL 

DBATH OP PRINCESS CHARLOTTE. 

Tbb latter part of the year 1M7 was maifced by 
an event that ftUed the nation with mourning. The 
piincoM Charlotte of Wales, whose aimtials had, in 
the preceding year, aflbrdedSe much satisfacnoa 
to the country, was in a situation likely to aSbrd an 
eventual heir to the British throne. Seldote, per- 
haps, had the hopes and wishes ef a whole people 
been so deeply Interested on a stellar ecoai&an. 
At nine o'clock, however, on the night of the iUlh 
of November, aer royal highneso was delivered of 
a stilMNnrn analo dbud ; and at half post two on 
the momio^ of the sixth she expiredt to the iaex. 
preasible griof of the royal fimdly ; aad thceughout 
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the country the 

ally general and sincere. 

Her royal hig h n ess was about tte middle siae, 
inj^ihiii>y Tuttier to the e m b o m -pobtt, but not so 
mn^ M to iameir the symmetry of her flMU. 
Aldiou^ possessing a lofty spirit she had nothiac 
of high or fashionable Ufs about her, and prefeireo 
the retirement of Claremont to the splendour of a 
court. She was of reUgious habits ; an affectionate 
child ; and, as a wife, a modd ftir her sex. 

PORBION AFPAIRS. 



PaAMOS was diis year relieved from oae-Hftti of 
the amy of occupatMU, the amoont of the dimtna-. 
tion being tibirty thousend meh, althon^h she was 
by no nwwms in a tranquil state. Notwithstanding 
the restraiat imposed upoa her by a fSmreigu force, 
it had been found necessary to suspend die law for 
securing persooal liberty, and to revive, for a time, 
the jurismction of prevotal courts, for the sake of 
suauaary p ro cedei e against persons gaUty of sedi- 
tions praraoes. In Germany and the other states 
of fiurspe, as well as in PMnce, litde progress was 
made in the establiiAment of tne instituatms, and 
in dm emancipation of the press firom diat thnudom 
in which it had so long been held. In Prussia a 
strict censorship was exercised over all political 
pnblieatlnne ; and the Rhenish Mercury, a Joamat 
which had obtained extensive drenlatiott, was even 
suppressed. The king of Wirtomberg, alter de- 
claring that he considered a r e pres e ntative constf- 
ttttion as necessary to die happiness of bis people 
and of himself, dissolved the assembly<»f his states 
on their reftMiog to eooftrm one proposed by him- 
self, and todt the administration of the Unaacei 
into his own baods. In Austria the pecuniary em- 
barrassamnts of tlie goveroment were very great; 
and in Spain die flnanees were also in a distressed 
condition, which the want of eordiahty between the 
governors and the governed was Hide calculated to 
veUeve. In Valencia die people raised die cry of 
" The Constitution t" aad were with dlAculty re- 
duced to subnsission, whilst at Barcelona a fonald- 
able ronspiracy was detocted. The fenatied For. 
dhisnd, in the mean time, signaBaed his most catbo- 
Hc seal by profaifaiting an books which Inipugned 
the anthofity of tiie jpope, and the holy tribond of 
the inquisition. In South America die coatest was 
protracted widi varions sucoess ; but the diread by 
which tlie aathority of Spain was hdd became 
evidently more slender. In Bmfl the court evinced 
little dispedtion to' return to Europe ; and, Portu- 
gd being thus degraibd iato die rank of a tributary 
state, a plan for me establishment of an independent 
foveniment was secretly agitoted, but was discov- 
ered In time to defeat ito object, and the principal' 
tars of the measure, general de Aadr Jkda and 
Eben, with many m their adherento, were 
d. In the United States Monroe snoeeeded 
Madison as president, and the oounny rapidly re- 
coveied from the temporaiy pressure wliich the 
recent war with Great Britam aad occasioned. 

PARUAMENT. 

IS16.— PAaLiAMBMT wos oponod by c omiuimJ oa 
en the twenty-seventh ef January, 1919, and the 
royd a p ee ch was oalculatod to allay the apprehen* 
of tumuT 



tumult and conepiraey whidi had beea loag 
entertained, and to tnraire conildenee In tbe re- 
sourees of the^country. Its prindpd topios were — 
the continued indispodtlon of Us m^cuty ; die 
lanseatsd death ef the priacess Charlotte ; aa in- 
timation diet die_prlnce-regent had not been un- 
imndfd of the eflhot which that sad event must 
have had on the Intereete and Aitare pro sp e c to of 
the kiagdom (aDudiag to negotiaticns then pending 
ibr the marriage of some of hie younger brothers) ; 
an assurance of the eontlaued IHeadly dispedtion 
of foreign powers ; the improved state of industry- 
and pnblio credit ; the restored tranqdlUty of the 
country ; the treatiee with Spain and Portugd on 
the abolition of the slave-trade ; a recommendation 
Ibr increasing the number of places of public wor- 
ship, fte. An addrem, with very little discusdon, 
was agreed to ia eaeh house : in the commons, 
however. Sir Samnd RomiDy Jn opposfaig it, severe- 
ly reprofmtod 'the cendoct or mAmsters uader the 
suspenslen of tae hafcsss oorpas act, remarkine that, 
in die eese ef Braadreth, the chief of die Derliy hi- 
tiiey had not availed themselves of tlie 
ers given diem by that measure to prevent tMe 
shiefwhich had been ttreatcned, by apprehend 
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ing and patttng bim in eonflnanettt, but had wJHom- 
•d him to go oa to the perpetnthm of the capital 
orime, for which his Hfe was ultimately exacted aa 
the forfeit. Lord Caatlereagh, in defeoding the 
cooduct of miniateTa, obaerred, that the, doctrine 
which had been heldrevpectiBg the triala 'at Derby, 
and the aaaertion that Oliver, the spy, was intimate- 
ly connected with thoae tranaaetions, were pregnant 
with evil, and did not reat on any foundation. 

In the.apper honae a motion for the immediate 
tepeal of the nupension of the habeaa corpus act, 
caUed forth some strong remarks from lord Holland, 
reapecting the partial and anspidons nature of the 
eridence on which that important right had been 
auapended, and the peniicious precedent thus es- 
tablished in a time of profound peace, when nothing 
had appeared in the state of the country to Justify 
such a proceeding. 

On the fourth of February lord Castlereagh, by 
command of the prince regent, brought down to 
the house of oommona a bag of papers reapecting 
the iuteraal state of the country, for the examina- 
tion of which hia lordahip proposed that a aelect 
committee should be appointed. Aa thia was under- 
stood to be a stop preliminary to a general bill of 
indemnity for all acti performed under the suspen- 
sion of the habeas corpus act, by which the pcraona 
then imprisoned and since liberated without trial, 
would be deprired of all legal remedy for such im- 
prisonment, nowe?er unmerited, the appointment 
of a secret or select committee was strenuously x»> 
slated by the members of opposition, who con* 
tended that a rery different sort of inoniry was 
called for by the conduct of ministers. The green 
bag and its contento formed the suloect of much 
keen sarcasm : the appointment of a select conmiit- 
tee was, howoYer, a^«ed to, and a aimilar commit- 
tee was alao appointed in the upper house. At this 
period, and for some time afterwards, numerous 
petitions were presented to parliamoit by penons 
who had been imprisoned under the lato suspension 
of the habeas corpus law, praying for redreaa, and 
that no act of indemnity inight be passed in favour 
of ministers. On the twenty-third of February, 
however, the report of the secret eomnrittee of the 
house of lords was presented: it related chiefly to 
the recent disturbances in the counties of Notting- 
ham and Derby, and in the west riding of York- 
shire. The progress of insurrection had been con- 
siderably checked^by the arrests and trials which 
had taken place ; while an increase of employment 
had rendered the labouring classes less disposed to 
embrace the desperate measMves of the disajfected. 
ftome of the oonsphrators were stiU sictive, especialF 
ly in London, and appeared determined to perse- 
vere, though with decreasing numbers and re* 
sources : the committee therefore represented that 
Tigilance would be necessary: ^e report proceeded 
to stotto that forty-four persons appeared to hare 
been arrested, under warrants of Ote secretary of 
stote, who had not been brought to trial ; but that 
these arrests were fully justified by drciunstances, 
and that no warrant of detention appeaivd to have 
been issued, except in consequence of information 
oa oath. The persons detained and not prosecuted 
had been at different times dischargea; and the 
committee added their conviction that the govern- 
ment had exercised the powers rested in them 
with due discretion and aaoderacion. 

On the twenty-fifth a bill of indemity, founded on 
this report, was brought in by the duke of Mon- 
trose ; and. on the motion for its second reading, 
the maniuis of Lansdowne proposed as an amend- 
ment, that it should be postponed for a fortnight, to 
give time for all the petitions from persons leoent- 
ly imprisoned under tise suspenaiou act to be brought 
up. This amendment was lost, and the Utt was 
carried. When introduced to the house of com- 
mons, by the attorney-general. Sir Samuel Rominy 
Justly observed, that it was improperly called a biU 
of indemnity : the object of indemnity was only to 
protect individuals af ainst public prosecution, with- 
out interfering with the rights ot private men ; but 
the object of this was to annihilate audi right»~to 
take away all legal remedies from those who had 
suffered an Illegal and arbitrary exerdae of autho- 
rity ; sud to punish those who presumed to have 
recourse to such remedies, by snlgecting them to the 
payment of double costs, tlw bill passed and re- 
ceived the royal assent. 

At Ml ev ly period of the session Gffvnfoll inquhr- 
ed of th« chancellor of the exchequer whether any 
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He alao observed ttiat the puhlie elood in tbe 
tlon of debtor to the bank for the anm of 
Hons, adranced without intereat, and Cvr 
lions, at an intcreat of four per cent. ; and, mm Ike 
bank, had secured the undisturbed poaecs«iaai af a 
balance of the public money deposited, in their 
handa, which for the last twelve yeara had mmnamt' 
ed« on an average, to eleven milliona, uatil Ae re- 
payment of these sums, he desired te ki 
ther any arrangement was in progress for 
ing them, or for placing them on a better fooliBg. 
The chancellor or the exchequer replied, fbat tlw 
bank had made ample preparation for reonming Ik 

Eayments in cash at ttte tune fixed by |>azlianBeai^ 
nt that' pecuniary arrangements with Ibrciga 
powers were going on, which might probahly re- 
quire a cuntinuance of the restriction. Aa to the 
loan of six ndlUons, he should, era long, aafamit a 
proposition for its payment; but, with respect to 
the three millions without intereat, he thM^fat Ae 
house would not be reconciled to any p re poalfi o a 
for deriving the puUic of ao important an accoiaiBo- 
dation. On a subsequent occasion, die chaEDcdlor 
of the exchequer, in sulnnitting certain mopositkms 
to a committee of the hooae, ob s en ed, uiat, in Jan- 
uary 1817, the bank bad given notice tihntthey 
ready to pa^ in specie outstondingnotes of a j^ 
lar description, by which cash mij^t then hare L^«^ 
demanded to the amount of about one naiDioD ster- 
ling : bnta very incontiderahle sum wna called far. 
At that time gold bullion was reduced to Have 
pounds eighteen shillings and sixpence, amd silver 
to four shulinga and tenpenoe the oonee. In Octo- 
ber following the bank gave notice ^at dwy wedll 
be ready to pay in cash all notea dated prior to the 
first of /annary, 1817 ; but the reanlt 
different from that of the former 
wards of two millions and a half ! 
under this last notice, of which hardly any part re- 
mained in circulation. The difference in ttese re- 
sults arose from the large remittancea to foniga 
countries, in consequence of the ImportnimBs af 
com rendered necessary by the aoarcity, the ndgre- 
tion of Bngliahmen to tiie continent, and the ncga* 
tiation of a larpe Wench loan in thia country. It 
was now, therefore, advisable for the bank to re- 
sume cash pa^rmentM ; and the reatriction was a^ 
cordingly oontuued until the fifth of Jnly, MIH 

llie treaty with Spain respecting dM African slave- 
trade, by which; in conaideratfon of a aohaidv of foar 
hundred thousand pounds, she consented to the 
tion of that inhuman traAc on all the c 
north of the line, (retaining for heradf, 
right of continuing it indefinltriy to t' 
that limit,) received the sanction of 
According to its regulatioDs, no detention 
the stipuJated right of search was to take 
except in the ease of dares being found act 
board. It waa neceasary that each nation 
hare an equal right of disoorertng the illicit 
tioes which had been carried on by dM other 
unhappllr, die guilt in'Ae present inatanr 
chargeable on ceitain Britlsii sabjecta^ aa weD as 
on thoae of Spain. 

On the moaon of the chancellor of the tinlwiqasf 
the s&n of one million pounds was granted, to be 
raised by exdiequer bills, for the p n rpeae of sa^ 
plying the deficiency of placea of woiuip 
ing to the esUbUshment, bybuUding 
and chapels of ease where the incr 
tants rendered such accommodation 
considerable sum waa alao raised by 
in furtherance of this laudable oltject. 

ROYAL MARRIAGES.- , 
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On the thirteenth of April a 
prince regent to both houses announced tiie ap- 
proaching marriagea of the duke of Clarence to lie 
princess of Saxe M eialngen, and of the dnke «l 
Camtvidge to the pripeeas of Hease, and exprcaaat 
Ua confidence that a proper prorialon weidd be 
made by parliament oa Uw ooeasion. Fkuni iSbm 
discussion which ensued in the cowmiona, it appi— 
ed that a plan had been aubmitted by miniateis to 
their parUamentary frienda, at a meeting haliaa 
for that purpose, but that the piepoaitton had ant 
a rery cold reception ; and sererad ecmllemtiii wfaa 
had been at the meedng now decmred that ' 
could not aecede to its terms. Breagfaam 
an ameDdaent to the addeev, wldch 
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olorafof 
hoBdrod ood 
^cwrlodfOBd 
o i J oi o d to he tokoa into con^der- 
fiDDovlBS otoaiaf. Ob tho Mlowtaf 
, eontrorjto oil proeodoat oo oooh 
tbo prooeodtefs woro pooqpoaod tiB 
I In o Tory wonn ooareraotkm whidi 
took plooo oa the solQoot, Tlornoy a«rted It to bo tho 
io fBtJ ap of Miaiolon to pro p oo e oa obbooI tddilloa 

or twenty tHonoand 

to the InooDo of Oo dake of Claroneo, and 

of twolfo .tiiooiaBd pooads raopoctivoly to tho 

of Kent. Cnmberiand, end OaaMdf o, with 

outfit to ooch to tho oaooBt of the addition^ fai. 

On Wodaoiday, the Meonth, lord Cootlo> 



vench, admittfakg Timmy'B otatoaBont to have been 
■whotanrialTy oooroct, teftamod tho hooio that tho 
in O n n d ud p touuoithm had boon asodlied; bvt that 
oothiag loMy In addition to tho dnko of Choonoo^ 
than ten th om an d noondaoonld poMibly 
to onpport tho oignity of hi« rank 4ii 
state. Bio loidohip morod a vooolntion 
ly. In anendmont, howoTor, audkfaf die 
Bi oix fhooMBd ponnda iiMtoodo? ten 
_ mdowaoearriedacainottheBBinbtertl 
On the TneMaT evening ibllowinf, hoTing annonnc- 
ed that the dace of Claronoo oonid not accept of 
^' wiM. tt ioaaond poondo, lord Caotlaraagh morod a 
I ibr a aindlar gnat to tho dnko of CaoB- 
Tblt nMtioB wna atrongly opposed by 
Bvoagham, hot altlautely ofrriod. 
A law dayo pverfonily to theoe diienarfooo ibm 

BrlacoM Eliaaboth had been united to the prinoe of 
•ooo Uoaberg ; but, ao she waa in the oi^joyaiont 
of aino tiMMwand poondo a year settled on her by 
ttM •tato, no proposal was made for a marriage 
dowry. For a time the doko of Clarence, in coaso- 

eenco of the Doeoniary disappoinanent to whioh 
had been sali^eeted. rdinqinshed, or professed to 
have rettoqnished, his intended mamage. At a 
onbaoqaent period, howeror, the onion tqok plaoo. 
in tlM ensoing month an aanomicemont of the in* 
tended marriage of the dnko of Kent with the dow- 
ager prinoeo^ of Loiningon, aister of prince Leo- 
pold of Base Coboarg, prodoood a grant to the 
■wyal pair to the soobo oawvnt as in tlM cases of tho 
okeo of Cnmberland and Cambridge. 

Tho soppUos of this yeor were estfanatod at tto 
ooa of tweaty BdBioB aiae hoadred and flfiy-two 
thons a nd fonr hondred pounds ; to oMot whidi, in 
addition to the prodoce of ways and means, athme 
and half per cent, stock was crsatod to the 
aaaoant of foorteon million pdoads. By this ezpo- 
dieut no now taxes were loVied, nor were any ad- 
ditions made to the old ones. 

The alien aet was continaed for two yean, on the 
gronnd that it was neooisary to keep oat, as well 
ao to send oot, of Great Britain, those persons who 
ohonld arail themsdres of the ncinity of franco, to 
footer a spirit menacing to the socnnty of this and 
the other gOTommonts of Bnrape. On tho motion 
of tho lorAchonoellor, a olai 



introdneod, by 
which all porsoos who might hare been natnralued 
ainoo the twenty-eighth of April by the pnrcfaose of 
oharos in tho buik of Scotland, or who might claim 
Co bo natmraliaod by beooaaiag partaen hi that 
bank, after tho pasring of thii act, saould bo doomed 
aad takoa to bo oHens, notwithstanding any eaist- 
ing not of the parliament of Scotland, so long 
the piorisions of this law respecting aUons 
remain ia force. 

BDUCAnON OF THB POOB. 

A coMMiTTii was formed in tiM boose of 
BMms eariy in Oie yeor, to consider of a bill, pro- 
posed by Brongfaam, raqperting the edaoation of 
tbm poor ; and an inqairy was Instituted into the 
state and aunagemont of charitable fimdo. For 
this iaqoiry fonrteea iwiaimissioiiois wore to be 
appoiatod by tho crown, six of whom were to hare 
BO salaries. The bill, ia its passage throagh the 
hoaso of lords, Oaderwont Torioos <dianges. The 
ooflunissloners were Ihnited to those charitios con- 
aoeted with edaealioa ; they wore prododod, by 
dccnamlaaoes orer whi^ they coald oot hare 



trsi, fkomlavestfaatiBg tho state of tibo odwcattoa of 
tho poor goBOTal^ ; may were direcCod to 



try, aad to oaU witaosses boAve thosa, bat 
topossoso aoanlhorky for oafordag attonA- 



>, or for doBMadlng the p lo d ao tio a of any 
no&t. Brungham obsormd that iho bflB, i 



., left every tUag to Iho gatd wiB of thosa 
I iatarost atvaiiaaoo wHh Ae 
yet much good aaight still result frcnn the 
of tho powers pososssod by ~ 
to be need woro, that the cooamlMloaon 
proceed aad coU witaemos ; that they sksald lopoit 

ly to tho house, aad make rataras of tho 



of au persons roAuing to giro IiiJim^Himi, 
or to produeo doonnMmts, wimont allogjaa any Jnst 
caase of refhsal; aad tho coawaiittoo, wlm would 
be re ap p oi n tod asKt s e ss i o n, aright be 
to can those ponoBs befom Ihom. 
■ rop osod aa address to tho priaee regoM, psayiac 
wr the ^ppointoMot of a coaaarisslon to ioqidro hw 
to the state of education of tfw poor throaghoat 
Sagland and Wales, and to report theseopon. Oa 
this address the prerioiu questlsn was awrod and 
carried : and the same fate attended anot h e r pro- 
posal, that the coaunissloocrs shoold ftaqaire into 
the almstfs of charities not connected witn educa 

tlott. 

Parliament was dissohrod by the Jprinoo regoat 
in potson, on the tenth of Jane. Haring 
his Intention to giro directions for calling i 
parBamsnt, his royal highness thas 
*' 1 cannot refrain from adverdag to me 
change which has occanred In the situation of this 
ooontry and of all Barope, since I foot met yea hi 
this place. At that period, the domtaiioa of the 
coBuaon enemy had been so widriy extended oror 
the continent^ tkmt rasirianoe to his fewer was, bv 
asany. deemed to be hopeless ; and m the oxtreml- 
ties of Barope alone was sach reslstaBce eflbotaaify 
maintained. By tho unexampled exertions whAch 
yon enabled me to make, in aid of countries noblr 
contending for independence, and by the spint 
which was kindled in so many nations, the conll- 
hent was at length deUrered from the most galttng 
aad oppresiiTO tyranny nndor which it had orer 
labooMd; and I had the happiaess, by Che Uosshig 
of Divine Proridenoe. to terminate, in eo^Jaaction 
with his mi^osty^ allies, the most erentfol and 
' lary contest in which Barope had foroeu. 
been engaged, with onparaDelod soocess 
and glory. Hie prosecntion of such a contest far 
so auioy years, and more particalariy the efforts 
which marked the dose of it, hare been followed 
within our own country, as well as througfaout Che 
rest of Eorope. by consideKable internal ^fllcnlties 
anddktress. But, deeply as libit for the inunediate 
nr om oi e upon his ■u^esty's people, noTorthtf ess 
I looked forward without dismar, having always the 
fb ll es t ooufldence ia the solldi^ of the rosoi a rc c o 
of Uio British empire, and in the relief which might 
be expected from a continuance of peace, and hunk 
tho patience, public spirit, and energy of the nation. 
These expectations nave not been disappointed. 




that the oontinaed loyalty and exertions of all 
rlassos of his midesty's sol^ects will conform these 
growing indicanons of national prosperity, by 
proBMOig obodienoo to the laws, ind attachment 
to the constitatlon, from whkh aU onr blessingt 
have been dorived." 

ALLIED ARMT WITHDRAWN FROM FRANCB 

— DI8TURBANCB8 AT MANCHBSTBR, ftc 

On the foorth of Novendier a notiftcation was 
addressed to tim duke of Richolion, tha prime 
minister of Franeo. bv the plenipotentiaries of the 
oourto of Ocoat Britain, Raada. Aostria, and Pros* 
sia, assembled at Aix4a.Chapello, stating Aat their 
angost msstsrs, being called upon by the twentieth 
article of the tnaty oif Paris to examine, in concert 
with the king of Franca, whether tibemuitary occa-- 
pation 04*0 part of the mneh territory, stipulated 
oy that tresiy, ought to cease at the tennination of 
the thixd year, or be prolonged to tiiat of the fifths 
had recognised, with satisfoction, that the ordor of 
things eotabUshed by the restoratinn of the legiti. 
mato and constitutional BMnarehy of tiiat country 
gave assoranco of tho consolidation of that state of 
tranqoilUty ia Fkaneo necessary for the repooo ot 
Barope ; and that, hi oonseqneaoo, tiiey had com. 
manded the immediata dIoooBtfnuBBoe of sach aii> 
tttary ooe^patloa :— a aMosoro which (hoy ruraidad 
as me ooaapletioB of the fBaeial peace. This In- 
was rscelvod wA doUght by tho French 
and, althoagh soma sUght ebamtkmo of 
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Hkm •fttnt htB happQy proved thAt tlM 
oir imlcn Ivoop* was no longer m 



ewy. 

Arovchottt the sammer the cotton-aplnoera, and 
other leooiiriiig rlawca of manafactnrers at Man- 
cheater, and in die neighbonring parts of the coaa- 
Cry. remateed in a «tate of organuted opposition to 
thor niters on the anViect of wages. From this 
oaoiw siBTeral partial disturbances arose ; one in 
particular at Bomley, and another at Stodkport. 
Fortonately, through the prompt exerdons or the 
Manohester yeomanry, these irruptions were put 
down, without bloodshed or actual violence. It is 
too probable, however, that much hostility and 
bitterness of feeling were thus mntaally excited 
between the lower dsstes and the yeomanry, the 
•flbets of which burst forth with calamitous fury at 
a anbaequent period. 

DBATH OP QUEEN CHARLOTTE. 

Im consequence of the queen's declining health, 
two amendments had been made in the regency 
bOl during the last session of parUament ; the first 
dmpowering her majestv to add six new members, 
reeident at Windsor, to ner connol, in the event of 
her absence from that residence ; and the second 
repealing the olaase which rendered necessary the 
immediate assembling of e new parliament in the 
tfvent of the queen's death. Tnese amendments 
were very opportunely made ; as, after a lingering 
illneas of six months, which was sustained with greA 
fortitude and resignation, her majestv expired at 
Kew palace, on the seventeenth of November, in 
the seventy-fifth year of hm age. She had been 
blest by nature with a sound and vigorous frame, 
having,#undl within two years of her decease, 
enjoyed an almost uninterrupted state of health. 
Her remains were interred at Windsor on the 
aeoond of December. 

Queen Charlotte possessed a strong and sound 
judgment, and used ner influence with great discre- 
tion. Iliongb she could boast no claim to beauty, 
she was not deficient in those accomplishments 
which add grace and dignity to an exalted station. 
A» a wHb and a mother she was a patt<!m to her 
sex, performing all the tender and maternal offices 
of a nurse to her royal olbpring, fifteen in num- 
ber — an example but too seldom followed. During 
the long period in whidi her nuuesty may be said 
to have presided over the Engush court, it was 
remaffcable for tiie steady countenance^ uniformly 
•JCiended to virtue, and as uniformly withdrawn 
from its oppooiCe. Married at an early poiod of 



lire,itnq«iredai 

lect to resist die false glare whkh > 

fet at a time when tiiere waa havdly 
Inrope that was not mariLOd by im " 
she protected hers from the contwninating 
of splendid vice. The vices of the P k^eaeii 
to the revolution which delngod that ooca 
blood; and tiie same cause 

measure, the horrors with which Spam amd Manias 
wore subsequently visited. During tfmt tinae tibg. 
land presented on the throne the example of 
virtues tliat form the irot and binduk^ 
the social chain ; and this example 
salutary, as our sudden and rapid _ 
calculated to produce the greatest moral 
In public her majesty never tolmatod amy 
in her presence, however high their laak^ vr 
been guilty of any gross breach of tfaoae lama 
refinement has introduced among men, Ibr 
servadon of society. 

In her attendance on divine woiBhip her 
was very regular and exemplary. She 





lar when lord Bute's administration 

the king very mn^ the reverse, and 

dered with general regard as a 

so much so, that colond Barre, then 

opposition speaker, delivered a splendid 

on her " mud, tender, and unassoming 

When the king first betrayed aymptoaaa of 

the ministry. In ^pointing a re| 

restrictions on the regent, which raiama a 

spirit of opposition. At this critioal 

Juncture, her majesty's affections ^ 

between her consort and her son ; bat, 

exception, we do not know of any ini 

her part wi^ the politics of the day. 

who attacked the court with so much 

who was not likely to have spared any branch sf 

the royal tanily, is wholly silent aa to hiBr amiestf. 

except where he severely rebuhea the doLe sr 

Grafton, the prime minister at that tune» ior havhag 

led hit mistress through the OpemJMose, in tfe 

presence of the queen. This rebnka is 

tiooal proof of the hijrh sense whidk that 

writer entertained of die purity of , ^ _ 

character, and of the decorum which oo^t to hate 
been observed in her ureaence. It ~ 




that she was penurious, if not 
pecuniary afiOurs she was certaini 
and it b not a little creditable to i . 
scrupulooslv so to die payment of her w 
men ; bnt there are also many proofa of 
sition to aaaiat distreaa, and to patranfae 
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PARLIAMENT CONTOKED-&OYAL SPEECH. 



1819. 



[E n«w pwrlUment met oo the 14di of 



January, 1819, wlkcn, in the upper hooae, 

<diief baron Richards took his seat on the woolcack, 

pro tempore, in conaeqneoce of the loid-chaaoeUor'a 

mdiepositioo. In the honae of commone Mr. Man* 

nere Sutton was unanimonsly reelected speaher. 

Of fhe royal speech the main topics were, the 

king's health— the demise of the qoeen — ^the eraon- 

tloQ of France by the allied troops — the probability 

of a durable peace— the CaTOorable state of the 

revenue — the approred aspect of trade, manufto- 

turea. and conunerce — ^the raroorable result of the 

war in India— and the coocloslon of a treaty with 

the United States of America, for extending, to a 

farther term of years, tlie ezistinff commercial con- 

rention. In bou boosea the osual addre sse s were 

agreed to without a division. 

The death of tlie queen hsTing rendered neces- 
sary the appointment of a new caardian of the 
king's person, the earl of Liverpool, on the twenty- 
dlth of Jannary, introduced a motion for the par* 
pose of nominating the diake of York to that oflbse ; 
and* after some discussion as to the patronage to be 
ei\)oyed by his royal highness, the bill was passed. 
Sereral debates snbseqoentlV took place respecting 
the royal establishment at Windsor ; and on a mo- 
tion for granting ten thoosand pounds a year to 
the dnke of York, as custoe of the royal person, I 
from the public instead of from tlie privy pnrse, 
which was carried by a small majority. The sub- 
ject also excited mudi freedom of remark* both in 
and out of parliament. 

CRIMINAL CODE. 

Thk state of the criminal code, a topic deeply 
interesting to the best friends of humanity, occu- 
pied die attention of parliament at an early part of 
the session. The astonishing rariety and apnalliBg 
multitttde of offences, more than two hunored in 
number, against which capital punishment was 
denounced by tbo statute-book, had long Keen re- 
probated by philanthropists, both foreign and 
natire, as a national disgrace, and stigmatised, by 
philosophical lawyers, as a fruitful sonrce of mis- 
chief. It was the certainty, they remarked, rather 
than the sererlty of punislnnent, which t«mded to 
deter oifbnders; ana those penalties which the 
general feelingof society condemned as incommen- 
surate with offences were the most uncertain of 
being carried into effect. Principles such as these 
had repeatedly been brought before the house of 
commons by Sir Samuel Romilly, who bad proposed 
sereral Inlls founded upon them, one of which bad 
passed into a law : but the death of that distin- 
guished and estimable individual, had thrown the 
cause into other hands. A petition from ttie cor- 
poration of London, complaiamg of the iqcrease of 
crioke. and pointing out the commutation of capital 
punishment was referred to a committee Ibr the 
examination of the discipline and police of the dif- 
Ibrent prisons throughout the cooatry, thi» appoiBtp 



meat of whioh was mored by knd Castleteagh oa 
the Ant of March. It was the opiahm, however, ef 
those wbto were wdi inlbrmed, and who felt deeply 
interested in the business, diat, for the due oon- 
sideradott of so exteasfre and Important a suinect- 
«8 the penal code, a distinct ooonnittee should be 
appointed ; and.to that effect Sir James Maddtitoah 
madeamodonoathefoUowingday. After addochtg 
a Taiiety of observations and fhets, iHnstntIng the 
system of subterfuge which the dreadfrd severity 
or the law in umny eases had produced amongst 
prosecutorsp witnesses, and jurors, and the conse- 

Stent impunity and increase oi crime, he obserred 
at it was by no means his wish or intention te 
form a new oiminal oode : to abolish a systea^ 
admirable in its principles, intwrwoven wim the 
habits of the people, and under whieh ^y had 
long and happily lived, waa indeed very remote 
from his ideas of legislation. He did not evea pro- 
pose to abcdiah capital punishment: on die con- 
trary, he held it to be a part of that right of aeif- 
defenco viith wUdi societiee were endowed: ha 
considered it, like all other punishments, as an evD, 
when unnecessary ; but oap^de, like than, of pea. 
dneing, when spaiin^y asn judkioaaly inflicted, a 
preponderaaoe of good. He aimed not at the estn* 
oUsnment of any universal prinoiple : his sole elQeet 
was, that the execution of the law should eonsdtala 
the mio<*^ty, and the remission the minority, of 
cases. Sir James snfaaeqneady divided cafdtal 
felonies into three classes : dioee on which the 
ponubmeat of death was okoaifM, those on which it 
waa frequentlgf and those oa which it was aever, 
put in force. He propoeed to leave, for the pre-^ 
sent, the first and seoaad divisions untouehed : the* 
third, oooaisring of no fewer than one hundred and 
fifty different crimes, ought, he eoaeeived, to ha 
entirely expunged frem tlM Uet, as so nuuiy raliee 
of barbaroua times, disgraeefnl to die eharaeter of a 
firee, a thinking, and an enlightened nadon. Lord 
Casdereagh coniplimented the candid and moderate 
spirit in whieh Sir James Mackintosh had brought 
forward his motion; notwithstanding which, he 
persisted in opposing, as unnecessary, the appoint- 
ment of a separate committee. Omer members, 
however, warmly supported the proposal, whidi 
was ultimately carried by one hundred aad forty- 
seven voiees against (me hundred and twen^ 
eight; and, before the dose of the ses si on. Sir 
James had the sadefhethm of reporting pr e gr eie as 
diainnan. 

CASH PAYMENTS. 

A HOTioii by Tiemey, on the second of Fabnnry, 
for a oommittee to inquire into the efhets of the 
restriction on cash payteents by the bank, was met 
by an amendment proposed by the dianceller af. 
the excheduer, directiag an investigation into tna 
sute of the bank of Bngland with referenoe to 
the expediency of the resumpdoa of cash pey- 
ments at the fbed period ; such Inifnrmation to 
be reported by the ooeBmittee as might be die- 
closed without injury to the pubtto interests. 
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Tlie firtt report was brought up by Peol on 
the fkfth of April : it repreeented that the bank, 
haTfaig been ind«ce4 to pay in epede all notes 
h»aed prior to 1917, had been drained of cash 
to the amooot oi npwardi of flve million ponnds, 
voat of which had Ibond its way to the oon- 
tinentf and been there recofaaed into foreign 
none^ ; and that, to prevent a continnanoe of thif 
drain, and to oiable the bank to a coomnlate a 
greater qoantity of bnOion, with a Tiew to the ftnal 
reanmption of caah payments, it waa* expedient to 
reatram the farther payment of the notes allnded 
to in specie. A bill was accordingly brought in, 
and, the standing orders of the house baring been 
anspended, was nassed throogh all iu stages the 
same ereidng. In the conise of the diaeussion 
Manning, a hank direetor, attributifd ttie drain 
vpon die bank, and the passage of onr specie to 
Hw oonttnent, to the Frmoh loan, and a deAcient 
hgrrest, corn liaring been imported into this conn- 
try to the amonnt of ton nuUion poaods. In the 
npper honse, lord-Uarrowby mored the suspension 
of the standing orders, tiiat the bill might be pfessed 
throogh all its stages at one sitting^ which earl 
Grey and others opposed at coniddeiable length, 
contending thvt, if necessary, it would hare been 
i>etter for ministers to issne an order of ooancil 
for suspending the bank payments on their own 
responnlklity : on the following day, howerer, the 
bOf was read three tiaw^ aad passed. A afaniiar 
measure was also carried for the pr o t e ction of the 
hank of Ireland. Tbe second report was present- 
ed on the fifth of Bfay, when two bills were passed, 
foonded on a plan, recommended by the oommittee, 
ibr tho gradaal return to cash payments, and of 
which die principal proridons were, that a deinite 
period should be fixed for the termination of the 
ijestriction, and that preparatory measures should 
be taken, with a view to iadlitace and insure, on 
the aniral of that period, the payment of Che pro' 
iiilssuiii BMites of Oe bank of Kigland in the legal 
coin of the nalm ; that proTision ought to be ma^e 
for the gradual repayment of the s«n of ten million 
peupds, being part of the snm doe to the bonk on 
oooonnt of adiraBoes for the public service ; that^ 
'fmm the first ci February, 18M, the bank shall be 
liable to deHver on demand, gold of standard fine- 
ness, baring been assayed and stamped at the ndtat, 
a onantity of net leas than sixty ounces being re- 
quired. In exdiange ftir notes at the fute of four 
pounds one shflUng per ounce ; that, from the first 
«f October laM, the Vmk shall be liable to deUrer 
gold at the rate of three pounds nineteen shillings 
and sixpence per ounoe, and from the first of May 
MU, mree pounds serenteen shOttngs and ten- 
pence half-penny ; that the bank may» at any pe- 
riod between the first of February and the first of 
Ootobor, IfiW, undertake to dettrer gold, as before 
mentioned, at anr rase between the sums of four 
pounds one shiUng, and three pounds nineteen 
sbiOlngs' and sixpence per ounce ; and,, at any pe- 
riod between the ihrst or October 1890, and the ttst 
of May 18S1, at any rate bet ween the sums of ttiree 
pounds nineteen shiillDn and sixpence, and three 
pounds serenteen shillings and ten-pence half- 

Cony per oupboo ; but that, such intbrmediate rate 
ring been once fixed, that rate shall not be sub- 
sequently Incieased ; that, firom the first of May 
1811, the bank shall pay its notes, on demand, in 
the legal coin of the reahn ; and that it is expedient 
tn repeal the Inws prohibiting the melting and the 
exportation of tho coin. 

NATIONAL INCOMB AND EXPSNDITURB. 

AirOTRBm sel e c t committee was appointed, on 
the motion of lord Castlensagh, to inqure into the 
Income and expenditure of the country, fkmn which 
he anticipated a OMist ftvouKable result. The re- 
ee lp ti fiv ttie year ending the fifth of January 1818, 
were fifty-one milhon six hundred and sixty-fire 
thousand fouv hundred tad fifty-eight pounds; 
while those foe Uie following year Were fi%y-foar 
mUUon sixty-two thousand pounds, showing an in- 
oeeaso upon the lotter of two million three hundred 
and ninety-oeren thousand pmmds : but there were 
OOTtaln arrears of war duties on malt and property, 
wMch reduced ttie incoaao of 1818 to forty-nine 
million three hundred and thirty-four thousand 
nino hundred and twenty^seren pounds, wUIe the 
amm^to January, 1819, amounted only 






by about six 

man was expected ; and 

ship laid, a total soralus of throe 

died and fifty eight thousand ponndo, aj 

the reduction of dM national debt. 

mflHon for the interest on the fawn, 

two millions and a half of surplua vert 

obserred that an old debt upon 

0^ eight miUion three hundred 

whkh must be liquidated befove ono fivtlii&ng; 

surplus in question could be made i 

expenses of the current year» had 

thrown out of riew. nie rarior 

gether, exceeded seren mflUons ; 

extroBM of the aaaoont mp^lcable to the 

nary, the ordnance, and miaoellaneows 

how» then, could it be possible, he asked, that 

an taicome of only seren miHiona, and an exj 

tore of twenty mflUona, both ends ahoold be 

to meet, and a surplus be leftf and would ft 

a gross delusion to sneak of tli( 

applicable to tho public service, 

were obliged to borrow thirteen 

to soppoct itt Tbe chancellor of 

observed, that this statement 

particulars which could not be admitted i 

a foir comparison. Ey taking the whole 

the consolidated fond and tM sinking fnad* it had 

boon shown that our expenditure 

coeded our reeeiptB. This must 

case, since so great a part of die 

been abolished. Parliament had 

retiere the country from fifteen 

and thus Iber vnaroidaMy prere 

which wottid hare been produced In 

tkm of the debt by thtee fifteen nOli 

With roqpect to any pfauts of finance for the 

year, ho should reserre to hlinsdf the power tf 

adopting that which the situation of pofattcaAiB 

rendered most expedient. 

On die third of June the chancellor of tho 
quer submitted a series of finaoda 
which stated that, by the remoral of 
the rerenue of Great Britain wna -redncad by 
eighteen million pounds; ftat dte intereet ani 
charge of the funded and unftraded debt of Irdnd 
exceeded the whole rerenue of dmt ooaatry hy 
one million eight hundred tfaoooand 
It was necessary to proride^ by 
means, for the serrice of the present 
of thirteen million pounds, which, 
die sinklDg ftmd of fifteen million 
it to only two million pounds ; and tbmt, for ^ 
purpose of raising diis sinking fund to fire mllsa 
pounds, it was absolutely ne c e s s a ry to iiinnisi new 
taxes to tho amount of thrve mOBon ponnds anaa- 
ally. Ihife sum pariiament ultiroately agreed to 
niae by a considerable duty on forel^ voo^ sad 
by smaller duties on various odier siiuhn, aach ss 
tobacco, tea, cofil»e» and poooarovts. Two loans si 
twehe million ponnds each were also 
of them snppHed by the aaonoy market, 
derired firom the sinkhig fund. Oat of f 
there was to be « ourptaa, of wldeh 
pounds WOK to go towards the repayment to foa 
bank reoummended by pariiament prerioaaly t* 
the lesumption of carii payments^ and fire nttioa 
ftve hnndnd and ninetr-seren thousand pounds ts 
the ledncdon of the unfunded debt. * Kn adopting 
this oourse,** obeerred die speaker, in his 
to the prince regent, at tho doee of the 
" his nugesty^ ftdthftil commons did not 
firom thema^es that they weae caning upon die 
nation for a great exertion ; but, well knowbg that 
hotaonr, and character, and indopeadenoie, hAve at 
aU times been the fiat and deaieot olgeciti of the 
hearts of Englishmen^ we felt assured that then 
was no difllcolty that .the coontvv w< 
counter, and no pressure to whic» she wgul 
cheerftilly submit, to enable her to nsaintain, nse 
and unimpaired, that which has nerer y«t aeen 
shaken or snlUed,— her public credit and her nn- 
donal good fidth. 

CATHOLIC QUESTION. 

NoMtxoDS petitions baring been 
narllament, bodi for and against the • 

aif great question of Inteimal poi ^ ^., 

broo^t before the house of commons hy Omtian 
en the third of May. The causes of 




lE2J!S.5l»iS7"^*2r^l5* hwnarod and don, he obserred, were of diroe kinds: I. 
tMrtymine pounds. Th« impenditure was also less ( bination of the cathdiios, S. tho danflCT of 
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t«MiBr, J. fhe powr oT^he ]^pe. Befaabtsd thBt 
Hot oiay all IhaM ctmm had eoMud, b«t that IIm 
MmMquettces MiaeKed to tibma wei« oo aaora ; ftB4 
coocloded by nwrinc for a ooaaaltiM of the whole 
k o— e , to ooBflider the otate of ttw laws by wMdi 
«*thior dodarafions aro leqoired to bo taken or 
m«de at quaUicatlono for the oajo yuiea t of oflleoe 
and the exereiBO of oirU fitoctiona. ao fkr aa- the 
MODO aAct Rotnan cathofica : and wholher it wooM 
be «xpedietit to alter or modify the aane. The mo- 
tion waa loot, en a dfriaioBi b¥ a majority of obly 
c^FOy the Bondiera beiB( two bandrod and fovty- 
three afalna^ two handred Itad farty-one. Ob me 
aerenteeBth a oorreopondlM motloB waa aabmitted 
to the peers by the earl of DoDoaKhflMire» who oob- 
tended that the poaition of the eathoUc qneetioa 
bad been neatfy eban§ed. AXk antl-cludatiaB prin* 
fSlplea and uncharitable avrmiaee were diaaDowed 
by ita opponenta; add the greeit o^eetion waa 
inalted to en argaafale annemaoy^ whieh was aap- 
poeed inherent In a foreiftn atate. If he were Uf 
ureed to so into tbm eoaaiBlttee» he wonld, after gei- 
ttef rid of Am deelaralion, next dbpoae of die oa^ 
of aapi e ui aey, wben there wonM reniain no Toatige 
e€ aaeh teafea, except the oath of ak^uration, now of 
AO praetica] aae, aa it aitned at a non'Oadatent At- 
mily. The Mahop of Woraeater oppoaed tlM motion, 
on dM gronnd of danger to the cfanreh and atate. 
l^at danger, it waa argned by tiie liiahop of Nor- 
viflb, did not exist ; and we onght to do nntoothera 
aa we wonU that their ahoaU do onto va. Tiie 
birihop of Peteiboroagn aaid tha^ if the present 
qnca no n were one merdy of religion, it aiaonld 
bare fala aopport ; but it waa evident tlie grand ob- 
ject of the oathoHea waa political power. Ibeearl 
of Lireipooi argued Oat the ooncesriaa wotdd not 
o p er a t e to allay antoMMMea in Ireland, and that tlie 
intereeta of die great maaa of the people wo«iU not 
be aflboled by it in dM amalleet degree. The lord^ 
ehaaeaOor alao atrenaoody oppoaed the modon, 
efaieily fiir die old refotea reeeon that die 
eathofioa coidd give no aeenrity, bp aoM, wUch 
coaU reoonefle the Ung^ anpremaoy. In tfainfi 
teanperal, with the pope^ auuieiaaey, in tUnga eo> 
cteauatical. On a dirision, tae nodon waa nega* 
ttred by one hundred and finrty-eerea againat one 
knndred and aix. Another eflbrt in bciudf of the 
oatholica waa UMde in die upper lioaae by eail 
Qrey, who Introdneed a bQl *^for abrogatnig ao 
amoh of the acta of the twenty-flfdi and thirtieth of 
CVnrlea die Second aa preaetibea to all oAcera, dril 
and aSHtary, and to membera td both honaes ot 
pMfiament, a dedaration againat the doctrinea of 
tranaubatantiation and tiie inrooation of aainta." 
the UU waa aBowed to proeeed to the naodon livr 
Ha aecond reading* when it was thrown out by one 
hundred and forty-one againat eighty-two. 

FOREIGN SNUSTM ENT BILL. 



A BILL waa brought in liy the attorney-gen- 
oral on the th irteenth of May. for prohibiting the 
enUataaent of Britiah auli^ta Into roreign aerriee, 
and the equipm ent of T e a a e b of war without Ucenae. 
The ftrat of theae ol^eeti, he obaerred, had been 
In some meaaure prorided for by dM atatoiea of 
George the Second, by which it waa an oflbnco 
aowunting to felony to enter the aerrioe of any tut' 
eign alate : if neutrality were to be obaerred, how 
erer, it waa important that die penalty abonld bo 
extended to tho act of aerring unadnowledged 
pow era aa weO aa a^nowledged onea ; and part of 
Ida intendon, therelbre, waa to amend those ata- 



tatea, by introdneing, ifter the words " Ung, pilnce, 
atate, potentate," the words. " colony or diatffiet» 
who do aaauBM the powers or a goTemmenti" Sir 
^amea Madntoah warned die liouae, tba^ in what- 
ever manner the motioa might be worded, and ita 
red oMeet ooncealedL dm bfll ought to be endded~ 
** A MB Itor prerentuBg Britiah aulijjecta flmm lend^ 
lagtlieir aaaflatance to &e South Aaaerican cauae,or 
entfating in the South American aerrlce." He 
atated Aat the atatutea of George the Second, ad- 
dueed aa audiority on tUa oocaaion, were intended 
merdy for die temnoraiT purpoae of prerenting 
die mrmadon of Jacobne aindea organiaed in 
Blraaee and Spain, aceinat themiaoe and tranqoiBI- 
ty ef England; and no oondoded by reprobattng a 
meaaure wUehwaa rirtuaUy aa enactaaent to re> 
praaa tiMe liberty of the Soodi Americane, and to 
enable Spain to relmpoae diat yol» of tyranny 
which they were uormo to bear, whldi they bad 
aoMp ahdbea off, and f!rom which he trarted m God 



they would dndly, and Ibr erer. bt 



thatthe p ropo eed 
peerent oar j^vbig offence ta Spain, 
house waa too jaat and too genereua to 
eauae she waa weak, and ' 



la Older to 



Waa not, he inquired, the prodematlaa whioh had 
beea iaaaed about eighteen monChe befiraa approved 



both in England and America, aa perAscdy juat la 
the prindpiea of neutrdity which it declared f Waa 
it not, he abo aaked. a breadi of diat prodamatlen, 
when not only individnala, whom, perhape, it migbt 
hare been bnpoaafble to reatrain, not only eOoera 
in email numbera went out to join dm inanmetioB- 
ary eorpe, bnt whea diere waa a regular 
tlma of troope-^wbea reglaaents regnlad'. 
left England— when aMpa of war were fitted out ia 
the Bngliah ports, and tr anayurta were eharte e ed to 
carry out anna and ammuntuon t In the aubaoqjaeat 
atagea of die bill, miniatera eandldiT avowed diat 
the meaaare had been aoggeated by the adpuladona 
ef a treaty with 8pdn,in the year ISM. and by the 
ropraaentadona which the ndniaters ci Fofdinand 
the Sevendi had considered diemaehrea aa entitled, 
by auoh adpnlationa, to address to the British ger- 
eramenL This admiaelon exdted eoaae severe 
ooaamenta on the character of Ferdinaad. At 
leagth, however, the bill was carried. 

Ab not of grace, oa dm part of the priae e - r e g gnt, 
Ibr leveraiag die attainder of laid Edward nta> 
gerald, by whic h <be Uoed of Ua two children had 
beoeme coriupted, wee paeaed without oppoaitiea. 
Ibe preamble of the bill atated that Ua lordaUn 
had never been broui^t to txid ; that the act of m* 



tainder did not paaa the Iriah parliament tiB 
OMniha after hia deceaae : and that theae were 
Adentreaeona for mitigating the aeverity of a^ 
are decreed in unhappy and unfMtunate dmea. 

WUbe itoro e complained diat two great powein 
had hidierto ohown a relnetance to enter into the 
arrangeaBenta neoeaaary for canrytaif into ellbet dm 
totd abolition of the dave trade. It grieved him 
to cael tfab reproach on a great and nigbadnded 
people Bke the French ; and he waa adtt aaete hurt 
to find that America waa not free ftem blame. Ho 
tmated that aU natlona would oordlaBy coodiine to 
enanring to die inhabitanta of Aflrica a progiem in 
dviHaatiea equal to that ef the other qoartera ef 
the world : and oendnded by moving an 



Intreating die prince regent to ^ renew t^ endear- 
oura for the attainment m an oi^ect ao generally in- 



tereadng. The addrem waa agreed to 

ly ; and a abnUar one waa voted in the hoaae of 

loida, en the motion ef the aMrquia of Laaadown. 

The aom of fifty thonaand poanda waa granted, 
oa the modon of die chancellor of the exoiequer, 
for die porpoee of enabling government to divert 
die current of emigration firom the United Statea 
to tho Cape of Good Hope, the colony to which it 
was conaklared that it mif^t be moat advantageoua- 
It directed. It waapropoaed to pay the expenae of 
the paaaage, and* w allbrd to the emigrant the 
meana of exerdatng hia industry on anriTtag at die 
deadned apot. A amaB advanoe of aaoney would 
be raqdrad firom each aetder before embarung, to 
be repaid him in neceaaariea at die Cape, by which 
meana, and the aaaiatance adbrded by government, 
he would be ftimiahed with a eoadbrtable aubde- 
tonce nntU he gatherod hia cropa, which, in that 
dimato, were of rapid growdi. 

The aeaaioa, which had been of a nature meso 
than ueuaBy buay, waa cloaed by the prince regent 
in peraon, on the thirteenth of July. The royal 
ixp ree aed a confident expectation toat tho 
irea which had been adopted for die reaump^ 
don of cash payments would Be productive of tlio 
moet benefidal oooaequenoes ; regrettod the aac e a 
dty of additiottal taxation ; antidpated Important 

Crmaneat advantogea from the efforta whioh had 
en made to meet our finandd dilBculdea ; and» 
in advertbig totheaeditioua apirit which waa abroad 
in the mannfocturing dbtricta, avowed a firm do> 
tormiaation to eaaploy the powera provided bylaw 
far ito auppreaaian. 

MDICAL BEFORMEBS- POPULAR BfEBT- 
INGS—ARRESTS. 

AaooT tUa time a party which had recdved tho 
appellatloa of Radied Refonnen obtaiBed aanob 
Bodeo fay (bdr active exertiena among tb« lewor 
ordera, dnefly of the maaafactoriag cueaea. One 



<8«9 

of tkoM flnt ctopfl wm aa application to the magas- 
tratM of M aaelieator to ooavoke a meetiac, for th« 
allofod piirpooe of petitaoninc against the corn bill, 
xrUcb, was reftued ; and, in conseqaence, the neat- 
iog wu svaunoned by an anonymous adTertiseiaent, 
Hunt, who had bpen selected as the hero of the 
day, was coadocted to the place of meeting by an 
immense moltitode, in a sort of triumphal prooes> 
•ton, and a strong remonstrance . to the prince 
regent was adopted : the aseemhla^, howerer, dis- 
persed without tomulL This meeting was followed 
by many others of a similar nature at Glasgow, 
Leeds, Stockport, and other mannfarturing neigh- 
bourhoods: tne strong measures of precaution, 
however, that were taken by the respectiTe local 
authorities, had, in most instances, the effisct of 
pres^riog order and tranquillity, though there 
was a marked contrast between the peaceable 
demeanour of the auditors and the inflammatory 
character of the language in which they were 
addressed. On these occasions, the want of a true 
representation of the people was pronounced to be 
the grand source of all our erils ; for which annual 
pailUanents, uniTersal suflBrage, sjkI election by 
ballot, were pointed out as the only cure. At one 
meeting there was a discussion whether Uie people 
had a right to destroy the bank of England ; and 
some suggestions were tiirown out as to the eiape- 
diency of a dirision of landed proper^, and a 
recurrence to physical force. By some, however, 
it was contended that these sugeestions, which 
happily produced no practical results, were made 
by spies ; and it is not improbable that the agents 
of goTemment, whose dn^ could not legitimately 
extend beyond the office of obserring and Adth- 
fully reporting the proceedings which took place, 
might occasionally exceed their instructions. One 
novel and censurable feature of the system was 
the formation, in Lancashire, of female reform 
societies. These bodies entered into violent reso- 
lutions, and called upon the wives and daoghtcts of 
manufacturers in different branches to form sister 
societies, for the purpose of co-operating with the 
men, and of instilling into their children a deep- 
rooted hatred qfour tyrmukical rulers. 

At Birmiogham, where the extensire and almost 
general distress of the working dssses had given 
greater currency to the new doctrines, the radical 
reformen haiarded a bolder experiment than any 
diey had before displaced. This was the election 
of a member, or, as it was denominated at the 
time, a legislatorial attorney, to represent that 

Sreat and fiopnlous town in the house oi commons, 
t a meeting, holden for this puipose on the 
twelfth of July, the managers stated that, the issue 
of a writ being comnulsory, they had not thought 
it necessary to wait for a mandate on this occasion ; 
but that, m the exercise of their constitutional 
rights, and of the duty of good sulgects, th^ 
should proceed to advise the sovereign by their 
representative' Sir Charles Wolseley, who had 
previously declared his resolution to claim his seat, 
should he be elected, was put in nomination, and 
instantly chosen by an assemblage of fifteen thou- 
sand persons. 

A lew days after this performance had been act- 
ed, it was resolved, at a meeting iu the great un- 
represented town of Leeds, that a similar election 
should take place as soon as an eligible member 
should be found : but the government at length 
interfered ; Sir Charles Wolseley was taken into 
custody, on account of seditious expressions used 
at a meeting at Stockport,^ in Cheshire ; and an 
itinerant oreacber, of the name of Harrison, for a 
similar offence at Ae same place, was soon after- 
wards arrested, while he was attending a reform 
meeting in London. On these charges they were 
next year convicted, and sentenced to imprison- 
inent. 

The Smithfield meeting, at which Harrison was 
arrested, took place on the twenty-first of July. — 
Some degree ox alarm was naturally felt by the 
Inhabitants of the metropoU* on this occasion ; and, 
for Oie purpose of preventing riot or disorder, very 
extensive and judicious precautions were token, 
both by the goirernment and the police. Hunt was 
elected to th» chair, and a number of resolutions 
were passed, to the effect that, as the persons at 

Cseat composing the house of commons had not 
n fairly OMsen, the meeUng cuuld not consider 
themselvefl bound in equity by any of their enacts 
Its, after the ensuing January. When the 



HISTORY OP GREAT BRITAIN. 





oOeen took Hairieon, a 

sistance. on which Hunt requested 

go quietly. " If they appvebeod me, 

am ready with bail, and will try the 

them. I^et me snbjpopna all of you ' 

though they may get three Villains to 

my lifo, I shall not be aftaid when 

thousand witnesses to oeatradict &eai. If 

thirty of you.sho«ld come day by day, tli« tsial 

Ust fat three years I* The remonstmttoe ta 

grince regent^ which had been agreed to «t 
ig in Palace-yard, Westminster, on the 
September. 1818, was again adopted, and ...... 

speeches followed; in the course «f which 
sUted that the penny subscriptionB to 
cause of reform, which had 
create, in a year, a fond of two hundred 
six thousand poonds, amounted, at tho exj 
of tou months, to only four pounds 
lings and sixpence. This 
finally separated without tumult. 

On the third night following an 
tempt was made at Stockport to 
the deputy constable for that township, by 
exertions both Sir Charles Wolseley and Hi 
had been apprehended. Vigoromi measi 
immediately adopted by gnvcmmeBt for tha 
very of the offenders ; and, on the 
July, a proclamation against 
issued. 





DISPERSION OF MANCHESTER MESTnTG. 

The Manchester reformen, who bad pos t e d 9 
notices of a meeting to be holdan 
August, for the purpose of proceeding to tiio 
tion of a representative, as at Binningli«m» 
informed by the macistrates that, as the eMert «f 
the proposed assemUage was unqnestionalily fll^gii^ 
it woidd not be suffered to teke place. In ceoe^ 

Suence of ^is determination, they rwlinqwisiiied tfhe 
esign, and issued notices of a uifwliug. for 



^■■i*»apan| ^haa^A ^maavia «a^«aia^B^ «rn en an^B^va^i^ 

avowedly legal olgect of petitioning for a 
parliament, on the sixteenth of August, 
space in the town, called St. Peter*s Field, u 
lected as the place of assembly ; and never, 
any former occasion of a similar nature, 
great a number of persons known to bo 
Some hours before the proceedings were to 
mence, large bodies began to march fo 
neighbouring towns and villages, formed ftve detf» 
many of them armed with stout stoves, and poo- 
serving a military regularity of step. Each, baiy 
had its own banner, bearing a motto ; and, 
a white silk flag, two clubs of female 
appeared. Hie nuniben collected were 
at sixty thousand. A band of necial 
stationed on the ground, disposed themeelv 
to form a line of communication from a 
where the magistrates wero sitting to the 
or wagg<m fix^ for tiie orators, boon after tha 
business of flie meeting had been opened, a ho^ 
of yeomanry cavalry entered the ground, and 
advanced with drawn swords to the stage: tfvk 
commanding officer called to Hunt, who was mnafc 
ing, and told him that he was his prisoner. . Hnat, 
after enjoining the people to be tranquil, and eftr. 
ing to surrender to any dvil officer who should 
exhibit his warrant, was taken into custody by a 
constable, and several other persons were afao ap- 
prehended. Some of the yeomanry now cried OM^ 
" Have at their flags I"- and they begi 
down the banners which were raised 
IMTts of the field — when a scene of dreadful 
siou arose ; numbers were trampled under the foot 
of men and horses ; many persons, even frmika, 
were cut down by sabres ; some were klUed, sod 
the maimed and wounded amounted to between 
three and four hundred. In a very short time lite 
ground was clewed of its former occupanto, and 
militery patroles were stetioned in the principal 
streets of the town to preserve tranquillity. 

Much difference of opinion has erer since pro* 
roiled 00 this sulgect ; and, perhaps, the Man<£e»> 
ter meeting ^ one of those eventa, upon whk^, in 
'** '"^ variety of details, historians will never bo 



all its 



found to agree. Whether the riot act were actaally 
read is still a moot point : the reformers and their 
friends insist that it was not ; the magistrates and 
their adherents contend that it was. And certainly 
if- it was read the affirmative of the proposition 
would bare been more easily establisbed Oun its. 
negative. The whole appears to hare taken j^laooi 
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^lidD tea atentet, by which time the field waa en- 
•iniy otoered of its recent occnpien, and fiJled 
wMk difVrent corpa of Infantry and enralry. Hunt 
•Ad hie coUeagaea were, afler a short exaiuinitlon, 
cmidacted to soHtarr cells, on a charge of high trea- 
•on. O9 the foUowing day notices were issoed by 
the magtstitttes, by which the practice of military 
training, alleged to have been carried on in secret, 
by large bodies cf men, for treasonable purposes, 
waa declared to be illegal. Pablic thanks were, by 
the same autiiority, returned to the oflcers and 
of the respective corps engaged in the at- 
; and, on the arrival in London of a despatch 
the local authorities, a cabinet council was 
held, the result of which was the return of official 
letters of thanks to the magistrates, for theirprompt, 
decisive, and efficient measures for the prcserva- 
tlen of the puhUe tranquillity, and to all the mili- 
tary engaged, for the support and assbtance af- 
Ibraed by them to the civil power. 

Vbr some days the town of Manchester and its 
neighbourhood were in a state of constrained 
quietness, although some Airther disturbances, in 
which one or two lives were lost, had taken place. 
At a meeting held at the crown and anchor, in 
Ijoodon, a string of resolutions, strongly censuring 
the oonduet of the magistrates and military, and 
returning thanks to Hunt and his colleagues, were 
VBsmimonsly adopted ; as was also a resolunon to 
raise a subscription for defraying the expenses of 
counsel, Ac. in defence of the prisoners. In the 
amne sj^t a meeting was likewise holden in Smith- 
fleld ; and a violent letter was also addressed to the 
^toctors of Westminster by Sir Francis Burdett, 
i»r the writing of which, as a libel, he was after- 
waids tried and cooricted. 

In pursuance of this letter, an immense multi- 
tude assembled in Palace>yard, Westminster, on the 
aecond of September, for die purpose of declaring 
•B opinion on the conduct of the magistrates and 
yeomanry of Manchester. After speeohes which 
eeeupied three hours in their deliverv, by Sir 
Fnads Burdett, and Hobhoiise, Us colleague in 
HtuB lepresentation of Westminster, several Tiolent 
rwohitloas were adopted, declaring the assemblage 
at Manchester a lawful meeting ; that the outrage 
en that occasion was an attempt to destroT by the 
ewerd the few remaining liberties of BngUshmen, 
and that it was another uimentable consequence of 
the want of a real repr e senta t ion ; and an address 
to dra prince-regent, founded tfiereon, was unanS- 
laonsly agreed to. 

The circumstances of dm Manchester case turned 
out to be faeh, that government found it expedient 
te abandon the threatened prosecution of Hunt 
and Us ooileagnes for high treason, and those perr 
tons were aooordin^y informed that they would be 
proceeded against for a conspiracy only, which 
aaitht be bailed ; but Hunt refused to giTO baO, 
eren, as he said, to the amount of a sluice lurtUng: 
eoBie of his friends, however, ttberated Um. His 
retani Aram Laneaster to Manchester was one long 
triumphal proc e ssion, waited upon By thousands, 
en horse, on foot, and in carriages, who hailed him 
witti coattaiaed shoats of applause. 

HUNT FOUND 6UILTY-KABL FTTZWILLIAM. 
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Thb mad faxj t^ ] 
aninst Hunt, Johnson, 
ooMffs who ware eoBu 



Lancaster fbnnd trae bilb 
Moorhouae, and the 
with them on die 
dmrge of ooaspiraey. The prisoaers avafled dMm* 
selves ef the inivilege of trarersing tffl the spring 
Mriaes of 18M ; and, instead of Lancaster, the trial 
toek place at York. After ten days' duration it 
doMdon the tenth of April, when the Jury declared 
Haat, Johasea, Knight, nealy, and Bamford, guilty 
of issi milling^ with unlawful hannen, an assembly, 
for die purpose of moving and inciting the Hege 
•uliHctB of oar sovereign lord the king into eon- 
tempt and hatred of the government and consdtn* 
tloB of the realm, as by law established, and at- 
tending at the same. In the ensuing term Hunt 
and hM associates received sentence ; Hunt to be 
impriae n ed in the gaol of Dchester two years and 
sis mobths, and then to find seeaiities for his coed 
bahavioar for tre years ; and Johnson, Bamford, 
aad Healy, to be haprisoned each one year in Lin- 
cela eastle, and also to find sureties. 

Um refatman, notwithstanding the tragical re- 
sails of the Manohaeter meetteg, still Tantured to 
le, as before, at Leeds, Glasgow, and otiier 
Tha candaoC ef the Manehastcr aMfistratas 



and yeomanry was there the prominent theme ; 
ensigns of mourning were exhibited ; horrible de- 
tails were given of the barbarous acts alleged to 
have been conunitted ; and the snflerers of the six- 
teenth of August were enlogised as martyrs, and 
their memory classed with that of RuSBell, Hamp- 
den, Sidney, and other Liustrious names of ancient 
dmes. Rarely, however, where the local authori- 
ties reftained from interponng, did any breach of 
the peace ensue ; but at Paisley, where the flags 
of the radicals were seised by the magistrates, on 
their return from the meeting, some riots occur- 
red, which, fortunately, were quelled without blood- 
shed. 

The regular opposition, or whig party, through- 
out the kingdom, seiced with avidit> upon the so- 
leme approval which had been given by govern- 
ment, fo hastily, as they said, to an illegal act of 
power ; and the various meetings which were held 
on this occasion were numerously, and some very 
respectablv attended. A large assemblage of the 
county of York was sanctioned by the presence of 
earl Fitswilham, lord-lieutenant of the west riding, 
and many other noblemen and genUemen of high 
considfmitioD, who delivered their sentiments in 
Tory strong language ; and a petition to the prince- 
regent was adopted, calling loudly for iuqoiry. In 
consequence of this pioceediog, carl RtswiUiam 
was dismissed from his lord-lieutenancy ; an inci- 
dent which exdtcdmuch surprise, and was strongly 
animadverted upon. An address of die corpora- 
tion of London, also calling for inquiry, received 
ftt>m the prince-regent an otgtvgatory reply. 
** With the circumstances which preceded the late 
meeting at Manchester," said his royal highness, 
" you must be unacqaaiatcd ; and with those which 
attended it you appear to have been incorrectly in- 
formed. If, however, the laws were really violated 
on that occasion, by those to whom it immediately 
belonged to assist in the execution of them, the 
tribunals of this country are open to alTord redress ; 
but to institute an extngudicial inquiry, under 
such circumstances as the present, would oe mani- 
fesUy inconsistent with the clearest princi]des of 
justice." 

To counteract these meetings, loyal addresses, 
and ofien for the raisina of yeomanrj corps, were 
sealoosly promoted by the friends of government. 
A veteran battalion of between ten and eleven 
thousand men was also formed from ^e Chelsea 
pensionen. 

At Lancaster the grand jury threw out all dM 
biUs which had been pre f erredf against individuals 
by the sufferers of the sixteenth of August. At 
(Adham, eight miles ft«m Manchester, the coroner's 
inquest sat for many days on the body of John 
L e e s, one of die unfortunate men alleged to hare 
lost his life in consequence of injuries received on 
dwt me m or a bly fetal day. Great tumult was ex- 
cited on diis occasion : the inquest was, in conse- 
quence, adjovmed to Manchester, where it occu- 
pied some weeks ; but the wh<de proceedings were 
set aside, on the ground of infoimality, by the court 
of king's bench. 

MEETING OF PARLIAMENT-DOCUMENTS 

ON STATE OF THB COUNTRY. 



AaiDST the 



geaeral ferment which had been 
eircnmstances, the meeting of 
impadendy waited br all parties, 
and it assembled on the twenty-third of Korem- 
ber. " I regret to have been under the necesrity," 
oboerred the prinoe-regent, in die opening speech, 
« of calling yon together at this period of the year ; 
hat the sedidons practices so long prevalent in 
some of the manufacturing diatriets of the country 
hare been condnned, with increased activity, since 

En were last assembled in parliament. They hare 
I to proceedings incompatible with the public 
tranquillity, and with the peaceful habita of the 
industrious classes of the community ; and a spirit 
is now fuUj manifested, utterly hostile to the oon- 
sdtatlon «f this kingdom, and aiming not only at 
die diange of those politieal institutions which nave 
hitherto ooasdtated the pride and security of this 
country, but at the subversion of the rights of pro- 
perty and of an order in society. I have given di- 
reedons that the necessary information on diis sub- 
ject shall be laid before you ; and I feel it to be my 
indispensable duty to press on your fanmedlate at- 
tention die oonsideratMn of such measures as may 
be reqidiite for the ooaattractiott and suppresaion 
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of a ayatfliB, wUdi, if iMt aifcotoall^ chthwl, mmt 
bfing c<mfiuioii and mlA on th* iwtioii.'* 

On the •uocMdiuff <Uy th* pioiaiied docimeDti 
reapecting the etate of popouir Ibelfaif were pro- 
duced : itey ooneiated, in jpart, of die oon«epond> 
cnce of official persona wuh th<B home aeeretary ; 
and, in part, of oommnnioatlona to anoh perwma. 
Bade by indindnak whose naaaea were widtheld. 
Kuch of tlie letters of tlie Maneheeter iBagiatrmtea 
•s had been written prerionsly to the oixteenth ef 
Augoflt expressed apprehensiims that a foraddahle 
insarrection was in contemplatiaB : at the saoM 
timtt they bore testtmony to the deep diatressee of 
Che manaihctBring classes, and assigned hanger aa 
the natural canse of the willingness of the poor to 
listen to any prqject Ibr die mdioration of their 
sofTerings. It was stated, in nianeroas depositions, 
diat the practioe of secret military training pre* 
▼ailed to a rery great extent among the refbrmers ; 
tat only widi the^riew of enabling themselres to 
march in the semblance of military array to their 
meetings, sticks being dm only weapons widch 
had be«n employed. A commnnication from lotd 
FitswiUiam. on the etate of the west riding of the 
ooonty ef York, represented diat the last reform 
meeting on Hnnslet Moor had been less nomerooi^ 
Ij attended than the former ones, and intimated 
mat the rage fbr holding snch meetings might 
aafoly be left to die away of itselt Sir John Byng, 
the military commander at the distrfet. stated that 
simnUaneoos meetfaigs were to have been held at 
many neii^dbouring towns, bat that the plan had 
been imtrated by disonion amongst the leaders. 
The distrem and discontent in mis part, where 
nistols, pikes, and other weapons, wers reported to 
hp mannihctaring in considerable qnandties, form- 
ed the sobjeet of sesse of these conminn&eations ; 
and similar representadons firom the sondi west of 
Scotland, where employment and wages had follen 
off in a still more deploraUe degree, were aflbrded 
by others. The grand jury of Cheshiie also ex- 
pressed die alarm which was felt for their Utos and 
propertiee by the loyal part of the king's snl^eets. 

BILL TO PREYBNT TRAVERSINO OF IN- 
DlCni XNTS-OTHBR RB8TRAININ6 BILLS. 

Turn lozd-dianeellor introduced a bin, on the 
twen^-ninth, which he said he had long contem- 
plated. It had been the practice of the coorts ts 
allow defendants, in cases of Information or indict- 
ments, to imnaile or traverse. As great inconre- 
nience had ansen trom this practice, as trials wore 
sometimep delayed tiU a very remote period, and 
as the ends of Jastioe might thns be defeated, tlie 
bill wonld take away from a defendant the right of 
tra?etiing ; allowing the court, howoTor, to postpone 
his trial upon his showing ground for die delay.— 
larl Orey at onoe entered lus protect against the 
whole of the meaanres, WUcb, as it appeared, wore 
in preparation, as oalcnlated to bring die greatest 
mioory, if not min upon die oountrr. On the so- 
oond reading earl Groavenor contended that, whilst 
the attotneir-general was allowed to bold informn> 
tiens OTer the heads of defendants for an indefinite 
lengdi of time, to abolish the right of traTorse wss 
greadhf enhancing the grievance. Lord- Brskine 
also oliteote d to the massnie. as denriTlng the peo- 
ple of aa ancient and inmortant prlTilege. On Oto 
othor hand, the eari of liTorpool contended that, 
if their lordships did not pam this bill, they had 
better at onoe declare ttaet erory descriptuin of 
eedidon and blasphemy should be inrosted with 
fun toleradon. Lord Holland urged that, in feir- 
nem. the measure ought to be so ordered aa to 
legislate on both sides, by preronting the delays 
which oocu n ed by proseoutlons on ex-qfieU infer* 
mations. as well as. by those of indictment ; and, 
ag r eea bl y to this suggestion, the loid-ohancellor, 
on the third reading, proposed an additional olanso, 
oompelUng the attomoy-gencral to bring a defend, 
ant to trial within a yoar, or to enter a ftcU jirsM. 
qui. The bill, thna amended, was agreed to wldv 
out opposition. 

The other bills rendered necessary by the state 
of the country were to die following oTect :— An 
act to render the pubUcadon of a blanphemous or 
seditious libel punishable, on a second oonviction, 
at the diacredun of the court, by tee, fanprison- 
ment, banishment, or transportadon ; and m give 
•^"•^ .^?^*: • ■ocond conviction, to selae the 
cepiee ef the Ubel In jMsessiuu of the 
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a stasB^nty equal m AfltpaU by nditi 
all pubHrations ef lees «hsn a gbma 

widi an obygadon en aB puhHahecs 





pieoes to enter into 

of snoh penalties aa arfg&t in tetnve 

them. The press being Ana 

meetings were to be contaolled by 

provisioas ;— That a reqniiitian te the 

aav meeting, « ^ ~ 

aanenff, bonra 

be signed by seven 

should be illegal for any 

ef the place in which sndk meerihg 

attend it : also, that magistrates shonU bo 

and, within certain limitations, to 

time and place of meeting. To repel 

the mustering of an iUogal Ibroo, it i 

to prohibit military training, OBoept nndei 

dMwity of a magistnte or Uontenant of n 

and, 6i the disturbed distrioie, to give to 

the power of seizing arms bcuievod to 1 

for unlawful purposes, and aleo to 

detain persons so carrying aime. xne only ei 

theee Hito wWeh passed withoot oppes iO an 

that for the prevention of secret minfery tnii 

The biU for dM seiaora of oni^ whlc^ v 

certain cimumatanoes, and in 

anthoriaed search to be made m ptivnto 

by day or night, waa atrennously rtai 

houses ; and, upon aa amendment §m 

words " or nighL" tho house of 

Ayes forty-six. Noes one liundrsd and 

A clause of the hlsiphessoas and seditio na 

by which offenders were, upon a 

Migected to the nunirtunent of 

passed the house of lords, bat 

expedient to withdraw it la the 

penalty of banishmeat, however, whidi bad 

nreviously nnknowa to tho RngMsh law, 

lowed to bo enacted. In its 

meeting faiB waa subjected to a 

whi(^ all meetings held in any 






were exempted from its operation, 
mitations or the bill for suWectlng ei 
tiona to the newspaper stamp^Uity 
duced. 

On thn following evening tho marq[ni> oi 
down moved for a seloct eommifino to laqi 
the state of die aaliana and mon 
those which wore called diataibod 
principle oalled radicalism, his lordahip 
ed in exaedy the same proportion aa 
agricultural part of the country boins yet 
ed, whOst la the cottiva manufertiing dSatrida ef 
both Bngland and Scotland the spirit of 
had readhed ito height. Ite distraoa 





long war, which aavo ua the whole cniryiag 

of the world— whioh oreatM' 

still existed— and tilled tho marKeia wti 

possttnlityof iindingavont far tibem. it 

iacreased by the poor lawa, 

and the spirit of OKoesaiv 

to the expedients which haiibeea propeeed for the 

alleviation of dftitram by the advaaoamont oC temp 

porary hians to enoouinga Ubonr, ha said there 

wore two other points of a more extended antnro : 

one waa to take off duties on arth ~ 

oonaldssablv decraaaod la varioM 

aa tea, which had bona greatly redacod la 

tioa, and was sul^iect to 

America and other porta : tho other 

establishment of fovourablo 

which aoverament had not yet ^ 

oompliMing. Ho alluded, in partionlar, to ^s 

bar trade widi Norway, whidi, he said, hndbasn 
neglected, to encourage the growth of an lafevier 
ardde in Canada, whioh prevented Norway tnldac 
la rstnra ma»y of our aroolaa of oaaunorce. Tte 
marquis WeDcidey deprecated tho sodidoaa desigaa 
and views of the refbrawrs, and thonght tho 
sion of tho restriction bills ought to be 
with in prefersnoo to any inquiry, 
coataaded that tho oooatry waa by ao maaaa la aa 
alarming a stato as at tho time of tho atata trials in 
17M. Tbm oxisdag lawa wero aoAdeat ta ism his 
the evils onmplainod of, and to puatah dm guiltyw 
Ho ridiculed the evidcnoo whioh appearad la tha 
papers lately laid before parliamoai^ 
to prove a treasonable or 




fflogal in asarching to a plaoa of pddie 
Lord Omvaio oonid not eonaidar tho 



GEORGE IIJ. 17eOu.lMO. 



898 



eiifiii«tf»§ In thm dial ran, whkh ho hoped wm 
•nlv tunpoTBry. Such distr«u gar* liMitttiM to 
iictwot moo, which Af«v otherwi«e wooM not pos- 
sess i jtint the root of too eyfl lay nrach deeper. 
The pramoten of the new system here, tekfasg the 
Frenoh rerolotioii as their nodel, had didoMd the 
country with UaspheaMnia pubhcations. On the 
Mandiester occasion, he considered the condoet of 
the magistrates to have been not only free from 
Uame, but highly coezitoiioas. The aaotictt was 
neaattTed. 

.Un&Tourable as the time appeared ^or a discos- 
sMMi on parliamentary refovm, lord John Rossell 
waa not deterred fcom calling the attention of the 
honse of commons to the oncapvesented town^ 
mMoy of which had risen into great coauaereial 
wealth and importance, whUe certain boroughs had 
sunk into decay, and had become unfit to enjoy the 
priTile|e of sending representatives. He adduced 
examples, from the history of parliament, to show 
that tae principla of change had bem often acknow- 
ledgedf and thia snfih^^e withdrawn and conferred 
on yanoos occasions. After explaining his yiews 
he propoMd seyeral resolutions, tending to estab- 
lish the principle of change which he bad laid down, 
and some rules respectiog the voters of disl^wi- 
chised places, on whom corruption should not have 
been |>toyed. The last ^resoltttion waa for the dis- 
franchisement of the borough of Orampound, the 
corruption of which had already been proved to the 
house. On tiie sueoestion oi lord Castlereagh, 
who manifested a wUungneas to concur in the ob- 
jects of the motion to a certain degree, loid John 
Russell withdrew it, and a few days afterwards 
brought in a biU for the disfranchisement of Gram- 
pound, and the transfer of its representatian to 
some populous town. 

CESSION OF PAR6A— RESTORATION OF 

JAVA. 

lif ucii animadyeraion was excited in the political 
circles by the fulfilment of a ponvention. concluded 
in 1819, between Great Britain and Tuxhey, by 
which the fortress and territory of Parga, on the 
western coast of Greece, then protected by the 
British flag, were to be ceded to um Porte, under a 
stipulation that those inhabitants who chose to emi- 
grate should receive an indemnification ibr the ibLod 
Sroperty which dtey would be compelled to abui- 
on. This spirited people were the last of thel^ee 
Christian Greeks of Bpirus who had resisted the 
intrigues and aggressions of All Pacha : in 1807, 
after ttie traaty of Tilaithad giyen the Ionian Isles 
to Buonaparte, they bad aoucited and obtained a 
Ftench garrison from Corfu ; and in 1814 theyhad 
placed themselves under British protection. rSnd- 
mg the fate of their country hvevocable, they afl 
chose to emigrate, rather than expose themselves 
to the vindictive malignity of the Turk; and an 
estimate waa made ot their buildings, lands, and 
plantations, amounting to nearly five hundred 
thousand pounds ; but the compensation ultimate, 
ly obtained for them was leas than a third of that 
sum. 

In a mora distant quarter discussions arose 
which Hkewise exposed the foreign policy of Eng- 
land to' severe cnticism. Availing ttiemselvea of' 
certain defects in the treaty for the restoration of 
Java, the Dutch cemmtuioners committed various 
aggressions in the Malayan Archipelago, and par- 
ticularly against die Sultan of Puambang, which 
drew forth a strong protest from the Briti^ ftmc> 
tionary. Sir Thomas Raflles, directed aninst the 
whole political system acted upon by those comr 
missioners, as being exclusively suited to the 
views of their own government, uid hostile to ex- 
ivting^cngagements with the native princes. 

In Hanover yarious salutary reforms were effect- 
ed ; in M^temberg the plan of a constitution was 
accepted by the ivpresentative assembly. 

CHANGE IN TUB KING'S HEALTH-DEATH 

OF THE DURE OP KENT. 

' Tai protracted existence of the yenerable mo- 
narch who had so long swayed the British sceptre 
was now drawing to a close. In the month of Mo- 
yember the hitherto firm health of his nugesty un- 
derwent a sudden alteration ; and, although the 
dangerous syn^toms were for a time removed, a 
general feebleness and decay ensued, which por* 
•ended no very dSstant disisolntion. In the nuditt 
of the anxiety caused by this change, the public re- 



gret was excited by dm leaa nf the ditka of Kjtnt, 
who waa seifled wiflb an inflammatlim on the lungs, 
and expired, alter a short Olnem, en the twenty- 
first of January, 18M, in the flity-tfdrd year of his 
age. In person his royal highness waa manly and 
noble, in stature taO, in manners dignified, yet 
afikble. Hn waa easy of aacass, tenperate in ha. 
Uts, and in the army acquired the lepntatfon of 
personal couvage. In polities he took no very ac- 
tive part, but attached himself to the wUg or po' 
pular party : and, whenever any charltme otgect 



sananinary, and coatty, than any upon 
HHitn the exception of the war which com- 



fo be promoted, hif ^ 
little soUatatioa. He left an mfant daughtai^ 
named Alexandxiaa VHctotia. 

DEATH OF GEORGE THE THlRD-^ON. 

CLUDING REMARKS. 

On the twenty-ninth of January, eight days after 
the death of the duke of Kent, his yenerable folher 
expired without a struggle, in the sixtieth year o# 
his reign and the eigh^-second of his age. Over 
the last nine years of his life an awful yeUhadbeen 
drawn. In the periods (tf the deepest national so- 
licitnde his mind had frit no interest ; in the hour 
of the most acute domestic feeifaig his eye had been 
tearless : almost the last time that thu venerable 
aoyereign appeared in public was on the day when 
hia people, vrith one accord, devoted thennolvea te ■ 
r^joudim in honour of his eompletiou of the fiMera 
year of^hia reign, a period far beyond the onmmon 
term ef dominion. He was blind; but. as he rode 
through the assembled tibousanda of Ua aufe^eets, 
he was indeed the ol^ect of veneration and love. 
In a fow weeks a moat afflicting domestic calamity, 
the death of the princess Amdia, bowed him to the 
dust. The ananiah of the father was too great fee 
a wounded aplrit to bear s his reaaon foiaook him. 
and it never returned. 

It is remarkable of the departed, soveraign, that, 
althouffh he felt, and frequendy expressed, an an- 
xious desire to obtain and preaerve to Ida sulgects 
the blessings of peace with otiber nationa, and was 
untainted by ambition, yet that he waa Inyolvedfinr 
nearly one half of hia long reign in ware more ex- 
tensive, 
record. 

menced in 17M, before ois arfaeasion to the throne, 
the raat may be tiaoed, in a great degree, to the 
diapoaition of hia mi^^ty to assert and ■nT*"1iin his 
first positions upon polnical to^cs ; henoe the pre* 
yaihttg sentiments of the gamecal mass of his sub* 
jecfti did not always concur with Us, in respect of 
the expediency of his wans, and ncourse was ftre- 

auendj had by his ministers to artifices and dehi- 
Ions, for die purpose of exciting popular interaste 
and reehngs in support of wars, the real motives of 
which were not afways avowed. 
- In the treaties of peace which were negotiated 
during his reign, his ministers were remarkably in- 
judidotts and unfortunate. 

By the peace oi 1703, Great Britain, though trl- 
nmphant, surrendered the Havannah and several 
other Important colonial acquisitions, to obtain the 
statut quo tmU btUum for German aUies, whom 
she had previously snbsfaliand, and assisted with a 
large army to fight their own battles, bat who haye 
never since maoe or manilasted any grateful return 
for her sacrifices. 

^ So unfortunate and mismanaged was the first 
war with the United Stetea of America, that the 
peace of 1783, (of which Sheridan jusdy observed, 
that ** every person was glad, and no one was 
proud."} was vindicated by one of the then mitda. 
ters, because, ** if peace had not been oondnded, 
t|ie naval snperionty of France, Spain, and Hol- 
land, would haye enimled them to take Jamaica, or 
to inyade Great Britain within a year^— because de> 
fensive war muat terminate in certain ntin^— because 
to hasard an engagement at sea. would haye been 
equivalent to a surrender of the kingdom,— and be- 
canae the protraction of the war would haye en- 
duigered public credit and public bankmptBy 
might haye dissolyed the govemment." 

Ine peace of 18«1. besides having been iaBpracti- 
cable m its proyJnons, effected any thing rather 
than the ostensible oliJect of tlie war, "ind^nnity 
Tor the past and security for the future f and the 
peace of 1814, and the subsequent conventions, ex- 
nibited to the werid the before incredible example 
of a nation at the senidi of power and glory, and 
the benefoctor or conqueror of all those with whom 
she had to negotiate, voluutarily and unoonditionaUy 
8B 
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•arrnndeiing tha mwt valtulite pocMMioas In both 
the Indiet wtUioat compeiisatioM, or oTon stipola- 
iiBg fSor any local oommtraial •dviuttaAo, tlionf h 
•lie wdl kAow the aTsrieioMS joaloiuT of Miaio, aad 
tlM restlMi inCrigiaet of othsn of tho powen to 
whom alio made thoee wantoa aacriikoea. Still more 
wvoatifiabUr waa the ceaaUa of Oeno* and ita tani> 
tory la iba houae of Savoy, oentrary to an ezpraia 
adpolation upon which Genoa had Noaived a Bri- 
tian garriaon* 

No aoreraign, howerer, enjoyed the allhetienala 
loyalty of the BngUah nation more entirely ; and 
hMce the l^oence of hia penoaal charaoter had 
a oonaideraUe and erldent elfeet in 4)ouDterrailing 
iacobin priaciplea. The peraonal charaoter of a 
king can never be a matter of indifference : in nri- 
Tate life the example of Oeorge the third and hM A- 
loatciona coaaort, contrihoted much to the improve- 
■Mmt of p«U>lic UMMrala. In too many Inatancea the 
fiiaoiaat&on of the throne haa been anAdent to 
throw a Teal of fiactitioaa aplandoor orer tiie vioea 
of thoae who occupied it :, prinoea, indeed, appeared 
fofiaarly fee be in aome degree exempted nrom the 
eUigatioa of thoae dudea of decency and morality 
by which the million were bonnd ; but, during the 
rcigo we have been recording, atation and rank 
were viewed with jealoua acrutiny, and aAhrded 
little protection to the frailtiea of aeir poaaeaaora. 
Ir the example of George the tlilrd could not make 
all men vnilormly monJ, it did all that could be 
done by the practice of the hmnbleat domeatic rir- 
taea, the moat unaffiscted piety, ju»d dk«r most ex- 
emplary regularity. Hia conduct aa a hnaband. a 
father, and a master, aecured the respect of all who 
beheld him nearly, and waa approved by the moral 
ieeliDga of the whole nation. 

Hia intellectual £acnltieaf not originally of the 
very highest order, were clouded by the oonatitn- 
rional malady, which exhibited itself at rather au 
early period of his lile ; hut, though the powers of 
hfo aauid were by no means biilUant^ he poaaeaaed 
a practical understanding, which, aa mr aa ordinary 
affaire were concerned, commonly led him to a 
light iudflncait of men and thioga ; aa he ahowed 
renmrkalue addreaa in finding occaaioaa for dia- 
pladng obnoxious miniatera, and in naUng through 
the medium of anliaervient parliaments. In hia 
application to buainem he waa regular and ateady, 
and alwaya appeared perftsctly competent to the 
sul^ecta aiAmitted to hia consideration. His ednca* 
lion had been rather noglected, but he had cultim- 
ted a habit of continual inquiry io'lda intereourae 
with othera — aa interooorse wUch, tram the frank- 
neaa of hia dbpoaition. waa leaa limited than might 
i»e supposed ; and, aided by a retentive memory, 
he had thua aoqniMd a variety of uaefol knowledge, 
of a deacription the moat likely to turn to good ac- 
ooaat inr the cncercise of the dutiea of hia station ; 
for ho waa ayatafeaatic fea all hto habits of life, though 
his civil list waa ao often in anrear of debt Iran 
aomo unexplained catiae. 

On ooming to the tpown he laid hia commanda 
upon the due of York to diacontinue card-i»laying 
on a Sundav, and openly to acknowledge his obe- 
dience to the royal will in this respect. Hie in- 
junction waa undoratood and (H>eyed ra the p<rfitest 
eirclea. He also did hie utmOat to auppreaa thoae 
pemicioua assemblies, masquerades — a species of 
amusement which, it is to be hoped, wlU never be 
nationaliaod in Bngland. Tbe king, however, waa 
neither an anchoiito nor a recluse. He waa fond 
of the theatre ; and to his taste and judgment the 
amateura of the hiattionic art are indebted for moat 
of thoae improvomenta which constitute tiae boast 
of modem days. The costume of the stage under- 
went a tiaorough reform — the licentiousness of dra- 
matic writers was t^tictually curbed — and many of 
the scenes which Drydvu and Congreve did not 
bluah to avow would not for a moment be tolerated 
by an audience of the present time. In literary 
taste George the third was supposed to be som»> 
what deflclient; bait he coUecteid a noble library, 
and, during has reign, literature certainly was not 
neglectod. In addition to tbe great naanes of 
JtMiason and GoMamith, those of Cowper and 
Burns, Paley and Blair, Robertaon and Gibbob, 
with innnmen^le othera, win testify to futoru ag«$s 
that intellectual pniwnits were duly appreciated. 

The graphic arte may be aaid to Lave received 
achatuoter and estabUahment in thla reign. In 
Januaryp 17M, a charter of naoorporation was given 
to a society of artista, whose exhibitions had been 
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cemmoncod Are years boiv*; amdthm toytBL 

preaomad them with an aanmtl dwifi o p of a 

dred poonda. The Royal Aoadomy 

aoaao yean alterwarda. PrevWoaly to 

thoro waa no auoh thing ao 

art : now tho connoiaaour may 

piddle exhibitiona, portraita wUch 

tho beat worka of Vandvke, 

that are imt unworthy ei ttae noMeat 

Bvory branch of do m oal' 
rapidly attained to ex cellenc e tfumag aam l aa gi i 
The fandture and fitting vp of our ho«s«o Mcinko 
of tho aaase refinoasont. Fonnatly the orf^nata af 
our cabinet worka, oven to die tablen and 
wore French; oormaatle-i 
our pictnrea, were Italian, loo 
ovr manu£u>turea of all aorts, no leaa iSor 
in imagination than for their akBl In 
now adoaired all. over dae cantlnont. 

Maiitiane diaoovery made 
the reign of George the third, 
geographer to the king, that artiat, hoi 
ux reputation for talent and kiaowtedge, wn 
ed, by the nocoasity of the case, to Inocrlhe 
unkmown^ over a great portion of 
perfidea: the discoveries of the imaor 
Carteret, King, Vancouver, and otibers, 
duoed the ferra'tocsgnllA' within 
which become every dajy more and : 
Bv daoae geographical diacovorieo our kaanrledfa 
or natural history, of flae vegetable aa well aa af 
the animal worUL haa been gready 
Nor waa the royaii bounty coiafined to discov-i 
on the fiuse 9t the globe : tho penetratfaa* 

of Dr. Herodiell owea its powers and it ,_ 

tion to the mnnificenoe of uie kiag ; and uAntev« 

we know of tho Georgium Sidus and oHwrjsewly- 

diseovered planeta, of the I 

of the celestial nebuto, and of other 

phenomena, mnat be attributed to the 

advancement of adence that 

gratified the moiaarch bjr whom it 

In every branch of adence and 
arte thia foign is distinguldied by the 
ant diacoveriea. The appUeation of 
engine to every branch of mannfaetovea, 
to the propelling veaseb at i 
in cottma and other machinery ; tho appUcatiatt sf 
gas to ttae purpoaea of light : Che aolieCy<lampv and 
other chemical diacoveriea or Sir Humphrey Davy 
and others : all these, and far more timn thaae, had 
their origin in thia reign. 

Agricidture, tbe bada of natfonal 
perienoed much royal attenthm, 
quent benefits. Numerous statnteo 
ror converting barren waatea into arahlo 
draining aaarabea, for forming roada, 
bridges, canals, ports, with other imi 
all contributing to fodhtate tiie in 
kingdom, and conseqnentily favouring 
agrkultnral producnona. Tho king 
of obtainiuji^ more than a daeorotieal 
with a siabject of such vital importanee. 
Uahed an experimental form; he pro( 
Spain the most valuable apecimena of the anperiar 
racea of Merino aheep ; and he aOowed the oreed 
to bo disposed of to noblemen and 
who were inclined to engage in tiae 
Several letters in Youngs *' Annals of 
tore," under the signature of Jphn OaMmum, 
imdorstnod to have been furnished by George the 
third. 

Tbe progrcaa of great publac worka in die mUat 
of apparently iaterminabie wara waa tndy aurpris- 
itag. la London a new mint, a new cnatoaa^houoe, 
and many other splendid structures, were erected 
at the national cost ; whilst three bridgeo over the 
river Thames, docks and canals ini every part of tha 
kingdom, and a nomberleas variety^ of oti^endoos 
undertakiags, were carried into effect by faidivldua] 
stdMcription. 

The system of education invented by loaeph Leu- 
caster, a member of the Sode^ of FniMada, waa fint 
introduced under the fanmodlate patronage of tin 
king, who on this occasion benevolently exprasaed 
his wish ** that every poor chUd in hia dominians 
might be able to read his bible, and have a faiUe to 
read." The merit of the system, howevw, though 
first introduced into England by l 4 lnr . a o tet, was 
aaid to be due to Dr. ]^, who had praviottsly 

Sraetised it, or a somewhat simflar method, at 
Fadraa ; and a national sodety, on his pbo, vaa 
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f«niicd by «be-b}sb«|M aad o*h«f difaitaxm mxtd 
mt:mli€n of tbm church, with tae diiEa of Yoi^ ot 
thrir head, Uio ebUdrou of nhich wore bouad to 
rooform to the cen;iiionio« of tho ootabliohod reU* 
giou ; aad tbua wa4 a laadahlo aod aoalow rivalry 
•acited In the work of woU-doiog. 

In an af e wUeo education wua thus eagerly pro- 
moted, tho growth of knowledge conld not be 
•low ; and indeed in crery branch, political, 

«r in 




which waa flrat permitted in this roign, bat which, 
thongh only tacitly permitted, can never now be 
wlthbdd, achieved more than any •Ingle e?ont that 
we can nntldpate. Ilie unirerdal dUnision of pob- 
lie papon, and the spirit of polideal Inqoiry, of 
which thoy may be said to be both cause and ef- 
fect, have also gone far to remove the mystery In 
whiApoUtftee were wont to be involved. That in- 
fluenoa behind the throne, which, eaily In the 
r*ign, was eloquently, bat with some exaggeration, 
•Uted to be greater than the tbrone itaelf^d so dl- 
ikinished before lu close, that the secret history of 
&e court has now little effeet on the pcUtics of 
the day ; and wbibt the administration li control- 
led by a popular assembly, the proeeedln'gt of 
which are diumally laid before the public, that pub- 
lic wiO be nearly as competent to judge of the mo- 
tives and merits of the various measnrcs pnrsoed 
as those with whom they originate. 

It has been popolariy olgected against the late 
king that he governed too much upon tory maxims, 
and was too little mladfnl of the principles which 
placed his family on the throne. It is certainly 
true that the whig party was excluded thronghont 
nearly the whole or kis reign ; they came in twice 
by the mere force of drcnmstanoes, bat were each 
time driven out, after a fow monflis*rontinaaneein 
> olBce, on the first pretext which enabled the court 
to obtain the co-operation of the people for their 
exclusion. The first and second Georges were com- 
pelled, bv the drenmstancca of their situation, and 
the peculiar tenure by which they held tho crown, 
aeduonsly to discountenance the <rfd tory doctrines 
of passif e obedience and divine right ; but with tbe 
terror of the Pretender, It might always have been 
foreseen, would die the whiggism of the Bfunswicks. 
Assuaaing. indeed, that the term implies the sup- 
port of the popular rather than the monardiical 
partofourcoiistitntioa,it Is difficult to understand 
In what sense aking is expected to be a whig. TMe 
p o ssessio n of power so nataraOy creates a oUlspoai- 
tion to preserve^ and even to extend, that power, 
that. In atli i bmin g to princes a participation of diis 
our common nature, we are certainly urging no ob- 
jection peculiar to monarchy. The eonnteracting 
powers Tested in the other parts of our political 
machinery jnrove that the operation of this prindnle 
was fUly foreseen, and adequately provided in. 
It cannot, however, be altoge^r maintained that 
the tory ministers of George die Third have been, 
practically, less whigs than their immediate prede- 
cessoni; government, on the contrary, has cunsidnr^ 
ably abated of that high tone which it habitually 
held in the former reigns ; and ttiis was. Indeed, to 
be expected when the great aristocratic fnmlllcs 
which foraied the strengda of the whig party ceased 
to be the regular organa of the will or the crown,, 
their opponents being, both by connection and pro- 

Serty, of less intrfauio weight. Yet the political in- 
uence of a certain portion of the aristocracy ban 
been increased in this reign, by the elevation of 
several proprietors of borough towns to the honse 
of peers. 

The Increasing influence of the rrown was also a 
sulnect of popular outcry throughout the reign ; 
and that its patronage enormously grew with the 
growth of our establishments and the augmentation 

»f the revenue and expenditure Is oertam ; but the 
•consequent infiumce of gov e rnment must be viewed 
uk ooaneetion with tho great Increase of wealth 
among those upon whom that inflnenoe bad to 
work ; for it Is obvious that the same amount of 

eatronage that would bribe a poor country would 
e ftnadequalse to alTect a rich one ; and, although 
die general state of society yet presents much for 
the philanthropist to deplore, that Great Britain|is 
a rial one would not be doubted If it were possllle 
to deaoribe her and her inhabitants as Ihey were, 
in aB raapeets. at the cotomencement and at the 
eioae of the nign ; a period duiinf which no coun- 



try and no propie that ever eolisted could, we are 
convinced, exhibit greater alleraiions, and. la gen- 
eral, greater iinprovcmeats. The state of the ooon. 
try, as it li displa]^ in its agriciilture, mannfoc- 
turns, and eommeroe— the state of the roads and dhe 
of Internal 



formed with foreign countries for oommeroial pnr- 
and the moans by whieb that was carried on. 



as well as the effects It produned on demes ti c life, 
manners, and pursttifes-->iho great advanoaa in all 
brwMbee of science and arts ;^theae, and a thou- 
sand other poiafei» would form the topics of com- 
parison between Great Britain in 1700 and Great 
Britafai in IBM. 

The population of the island, which, in the former 
reign, was litde more than eight millions, was, at 
the latter period, little less than doubled ; and if to 
this we add that of Ireland, the id>»«ntoes in our 
various colonies and dependencies, and the natives 
of those distant poaaesaions, upwards of 'ixty mil- 
lions of penons now hold allei(lance to the British 
crown. 

During the first and the last wars of this reign. 
Great Britain was able not only to make the most 
unprecedented military exertions, but her navy 

Jiroved itselfl at die same time, more than a mAtch 
or the whole maritime force of Europe. It dy. 
stroyed or blockaded the fleets of Prance, Holland, 
Denmark, and Spain ; and when Russia for a while 
assumed the character of an enemy, it met the 
fleet of Russia also urith alacAty and success. At 
one time die ships of war at sea exceeded six hun- 
dred, which, added to those in ordinary, building, 
repairing, Ac. made a grand total of more than 
eleven hundred. To man this navy required a force 
of nearly one hundred and sixty thousand seamen 
and marines ; whereas, in the war which raged 
whan his mivie*t7 came to the throne, seventy dioa- 
sand or seventy-five thousand were thought to be 
the utmost that the nation could ftimlsh. That die 
mercandle navy of Britain has Increased in a woa- 
derfhl ratio needs no other proof than thenooessity 
felt by our merchants for enlarging &e priuGipal 
ports of the kingdom br means of extensive docks 
and other accommodations— as at Hull, Liverpool, 
London, and elsewhere. These were found to be 
absolutely Indispensable, not only for the accom- 
modation of the East and West India trades, but 
for the reception of vessels Arom all narts of the 
globe. In 1070 the amount of British ship|ring was 
stated at four hundred and seventy-one uousaad 
two hundred and finty-one Umt; and in I81S It was 
stated by Mr. Colquhoun at two million one hun- 
dred and sixty^hree thousand ninety-four tons j 
exdnsiTe of the shipping of Ireland. 

In die year 1700 die net customs' dntlespaid into 
flhe exdaeqner amounted to onlv one mUnon nine 
hundred and sixty-nine thousand nine hundred and 
thirty-four pounds. In 1815 the c on solida te d coa- 
toms, with die annual duties and war taxes, amount- 
ed to ten million four hundred and eighty-aeven 
thousand Ave hundred and twenty-two pounds; 
Che consolidated excise, with the annual duties and 
war taxes, amounted to twenty-six million Are 
hundred and sixtv-two thousand four hundred and 
diirty-two pounds; and the stamps, post-oAce, 
assemed taxes, properTf-tax, land-tax, Ac pro- 
duced twenty-nine milnoit three hundred and 
ninety-three thousand eight hundred and forty. 
eight pounds ; making a total net revenue of sixty- 
six million four hun^&ed and forty-three thousand 
eight hundred and two pounds I Fftt estimated the 
total income of tlie country at one hundred. ndDion 
IH>nnds ; but, according to su bs e quent calcula* 
tions, more accurately made, it is considered to be 
almost, if not quite, one hundred and fifty milUoa 
pounds. 

That a great debt, whether public or private, Ja 
a great evil, cannot be denied ; and the nadonal 
debt, which originated In the days of king William, 
has certainly l)een nsost enormously increased 
during this reign. At the accession of Qoeen 
'Anue it amounted to upwards of sixteen milUon 
pounds. During die administration of 8ir Robert 
Walpole it was thougbt, by weU>informed persons, 
that It mifht be increased to one himdred million 
pounds ; rut a hundred millions was the mt flu» 
fUtrM .• there it nmst vtap ; and that was the jM^t 
of nadonal bankruptcy. By the war of the .uaer- 
ican revoHition, however, to the great joy of the 
foreign enemiee and rivals of fingland--to the 
great alann of fordfaeni who had property and 
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deaUasv with h m moA t» di^ tarrar of Hm whole 
kinfdo m i t was aagneBCtd to the enm of two 
hoBdred end >fty < e fe n ailHoa poondi f and, not- 
withalandinc the imetmtioB of the aiDUBff fhnd, tiie 
amowkt of noodBal cagiUal of the poluc debt is 
now about eight huddred and fifty nillioB povada, 
inoloding Use nafanded debt. 

That the oonaoioimieM of the natien being In a 
fltate of ntrogieaaioB rinoeihe peace of MIS alionlA 
have apread a gloom orer the oendndiag yean of 
the reima canaot be matter of avrpriae; but, if 
•very thing ooold reoede in iti doe pioportioa. re- 
lief woold be certain, and not reay mstont : whilat 
the pricea of agrienltaral produce and of manofac- 
torea were gradnidly reoediag towarda the point 
from which they atarted at the French rerolation, 
the large aam aannaUy payable for interoat on the 




national debt not only a fl baded 

redncCioa, bat became the mar 

vaiaed aa the raloe of prodnce 

the diiBeidtiea, however, n^iidi have 

come, from die triampha wliich have ~ 

tiie genuine patriot muat Ibel warranted, 

aeaaon oi tempoiaxy gloom, in looking fo 

bright and goldini tnnea, bearing in mmd thas fta 

progreaa of knowledge, whidi cannot nowr be iaa- 

peded, aniat fhTov^ die pnranita of peace, 

fiiae a hatred of war ; and that, alter tttm 

glory baa been ao honoarably ran by Great 

her rnleri are more than ever boond, now 

aworda are tamed into ploaghabarea, 

apeaia into pnming-hooka, tn cnltlTatie 

earth* and good waitowazda 



GEORGB IT. IM>. 



S97 



CHAPTER I, 



GEORGE IV. 



A<'ce*sionof JHng George iV.-^The Kin^t declaration to Ms Omneil—ProelamatUm of kU Moieetf^ 
KlMg'sIuness and Beeoverv-^DetaUed Ceremoniat of the late Kin^t ijfing in State and RofaUhtne- 
ral— Parliament Jfissolvrd bti Ooauniseion— Discovery of Cato^treet Cnupiracjf— Detection, TVtel 
emd JBtecntlon of Tlkistiewood and others— Tumultuous proceedings in the r^th— Attack on the Sol- 
diery at Bonnymuir— Defeat of those concerned therein— Trial of disaffected j^sons— Conduct of Mi- 
nistry— General Election— New Parliament— Kin^s First Sfeeeh— Proceedings in ParUaatent—Lord 
John RusseVs motion on Elective Franchise— Allusion to Queen's Arrival— Revision and Amendment 
of Criminal Code— Education of the Poor— State of Agriculture— Afflicting position of Public Affairs 
—Petition of London Merchants— Ways and Means fbr I9i0— Delicate situation of their Majesties- 
Commission of Enm^ry-Mr, Brougham's proposition to Government— Proposed Compromise with the 
QueeUf-Offer ofnfty thousand pounds a-year to the Queen— Queen's Narrative— Her Mtdesty^s pro* 

ef Lord Hutchinson— Sudden departure of her Maiestii from St, Omers—£Mu" 

I in England— The KinteMeseac 
House of Commons-Proceedings in the Commons— Statement qf Ministers— Proceedingrin the House 



gress—MusUm oj 



Iden departure of her Mqjestyfrom St. Omen 
Queen Caroline' in England— The Kint' Message to Parliament— Tne Queen's Ooamimnication io 



tding of 



of Lords— Bill of Pains and Penalties— Account of Trial— Speeches therdt^-BUl Abandoned by Mi- 
nisters—Parliament Prorogued—State of Continental Affairs^ 



ACCESSION OP KING GEOKGB lY^-ISM. 

CALLED to tlie tbrane of hfs anoMtorv, by tha 
death of bit Tenerate4 tutibair, 0«orge the 
Fourth took upon himself the actnl aoTereigDty of 
theie reabiM, which be had already presided orer laa- 
UT yean aa regent, daina the distrewina malady of 
luaavgiutinttdeceesor. Tne peculiarly fleiicitoittfSBa. 
^toree attending liii penonal aseomption of regality, 
"^ere each aa to promise to the nation aometbinff 
proudly pre-eminent in the history of relgna. Dir 
raring essentially in eadt particular from th;) aituap 
tion of his parent, at a amiilar, epoch, whc came 
to the throne in the midst of a protracted war, at 
an eariy period of Ufe, with a character little 
known to tne nation, lesa to the world, and irholly 
wnused to gorern, or any of the arta of polity— the 
present monarch, from aae, haUts of general in- 
terconrae, uoireraal knowledge, much experienoe 
aa a mier, and at the Uiaafid period of profoond 
peace, had to contend with no jarring opmiona on 
the probable exercise of that sway, the results of 
which the people had often witnessed ; and being 
gen e r a lly sucoessfultiinmrii a Taiied scales of polt 
tiealdifllcQlties and critical emergences, and graced 
aa it bad been bv a long career of anrpasslngly 
splendid and briuantTiclDiiN, ilattering to the ni^ 
tlonal pride, they had aa long admired. 
' In puranance of eatabliMed naage, the cabinet 
nlniatera aasembled on the morning subsequent to 
tba demise of the late king. When hia au^iesty 
held hia first court at Carlton house, which was nn« 
merouidy and brilliantly attended bv all ranks and 
parties, who eagerly ofbred .their nomaae to the 
rdgnina monaich, the re-appointment of the lord 
chaofidiior, and sereral minutors, was the flrat ex- 
erdfee of aorereign power, the oatba of allegiance 
behig adminiatered to thoae preaent. A coancO 
was, in complianoe with the royal ordinance, im- 
mediately holden ; and all hia late m^leatya priry 
counaellora then in attendance were awom aa 
membef* of hia preaent majeaty'a council, and took 



their aeati at tii^boanlaocordlnrly. Thna regularly 
oonrened, tiie new aorereign made the following 
dedaratloo. 

UNO'S DECLARATION TO COUNCIL. 

" I BAT I directed that yon dionld be aaaemblcd 
hare, in order that I may diacharge the pahiftd 
duty of annoimcinc to yon the deam of the king, 
my behrred feti>er. 

"It is impoaaiUe for me adequately to expreaa 
the atete of aay feellBfi upon tiua melancholy oooa* 
alon ; but I bare the conaolation of knowhig, Oiat 
€be aerere calamity with which hia m^esty baa 
been afflicted for ao many Tears, haa Qever efiaced 
the adnda of Ua snqjccto the impreaaiona 



created by hia many Tirtaea, and hia example wiU, 
I am pennaded, uVe for oTer in the graiefril re- 
membrance of bis country.. 

** CaDed npon, in coaaeqnence ofhla nu|)eaty'a i> 
diapoaition, to exerdae the prerogatiTes o« the 
crown on his behidf, it was the ftrat wiah of my 
heart to be allowed to reatore into hia handa tim 
powera wiA which I waa intrusted. It haa pleaaed 
Almighty God to determine olherwiae, and 1 haTo 
not been inaensible to the adTantagea which I have 
derired from adminiaterinf in my dear fhlher^ 
name the gorernment of thia realm. 

" The snnport which I bare receiTod from par- 
liament and the country, in times the asost erent* 
ful, and under the most arduous dreamstanoes, 
could alone inspire me with that oonAdeace whish 
my preient atetion demanda. 

" Tho experience of the paat will, I trust, aaliaiy 
an daasea of my people, that it wiU ever be my 
moat anxioaa endearour to promote their prosperity 
aod happiness, and to m^tain unimpaired me re- 
ligion, laws, and liberties of the kingaom." 

As a aubMouent act. the king, with the naual ao- 
lemnitiea, and in conronnity to the law, took the 
customary oaths, indndiag that in the Scotch ritoal, 
for the security of the national eborch of Scotiand. 
Iliese gradous declarations, with the fonn for the 
proclamation of the new monarch, were then agreed 
npon, and signed by the diatinguiahed peraonagea 



PROCLAMATION OP HIS MAJESTY. 

Ths proclamation of hia m^jeaty toQk place nub* 
Bdy in the metropolia on Monday, January thurtT 
forai. To acoonnt for thia apparent delay, ft is only 
necessary to caQ to attentton, that the lato king 
expired on the Saturday OTening, the following 
morning beina Sunday, January thirtieth, the 
annirersary of the martyrdom of Charles I., a 



lemn fiwt fa appointed by our church, and conae- 
qnently tUa pageant would hare been inadmiasihle. 
On die same day, MondMf, the members of partta- 
ment were sworn in. aiffl immediatdy adtjoumed 
tin the seranteenth Pebraary. 

KING'S ILLNESS AND RECOTERY. 

" DuaiNo tiiis recess, andtroading as it were upon 
the beds of the ceremony of proclamation, tlie pub- 
lic attention was nmst powennny exdted, and the 
sympathies of the nathm aroused br distressing re- 
ports of the state of his m^esty'k health. An iU- 
nem supposed to haTo originated from agitation of 
spirits, arising from the domestic affliction he had 
sustained, in ttie ranidly succeeding loss of two ontdh 
near rdatiTos as a orouier and a father : added to 
tUa, bis miiiesty, who was sebrcely reeoTered 
from an attach of gout, had incautioualy exposed 
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kiBMlf to the ioclemoncy of tlM le — o n , by fttmad* t 
loff a Irngfli of tiBM uttler the portieo of his palace, 
chat bit admiiiDK people adflit behold their men- 
arcb, whOr, naSut dieir enchmiaetlc plaadito, and 
loodly lengthened demonitratione of pratetfbl and 
joyfol hoBHW, thoy bailed, and the heralds, for the 
first tine, prodafaned Um by his royal style and 
Utles as George the Foorth. The apprehensions 
respecting his mi^esty Were not lessened, \vhon the 
eAdal balletin annonoced the king's illness to |iro> 
ceed Ihnn fadUmmatian of the longa— that being 
the identloal disease which had so nnespectedly 
proTed fatal to the dnke of Kent only a week pre- 
▼ioiM. The mdandraly ideas which this seenittg 
fetslity originated were fortnaately not coaflraMd. 
The king was dedarod ovt of danger after nine 
ditys : bnt a looji tiuM passed ere he gained his pris- 
tine healtik. lb add to this sombre Tiew of affldrs, 
the nation was ooenpied in preparing for the 
Bkonmfol rites dne to departed worth and m^Mty, 
and nerer was grief mere strongly indicated, or 
sorrow more generally manifested, not move by the 
uoirersal sable habits of the people, than by Ae 
saddened deportment of all ranks concerned m, or 
YKfwing the obseqnies of the late king, which took 
ptaee on Wednesday erening, Febnury 10th. 

CERBMONUL OF LATE KING'S LYING IN 
STATE AND ^OYAL FUNERAL. 

As the minutisB of these funereal transactions may 
hereafter be deemed interesdng, without further 
apology it is obserred, that soon after ten o'clock 
on Toesday morning, the preparations were com- 
pleted for the monmfol ceremonial of Us Majesty's 
remains lying in state ; and the gates of Windsor 
castle were then thrown upon for the admission of 
the imbUc, many hundreds of whom had been anxf- 
onsly waiting for some hours. The public were, in 
the first place, admitted by tike grand entrance to 
tim uppor ward, or square of Om Black Horse. The 
entrance was parted by a strong railing, direrging 
within the ward to the right and left, so that the 
stream of company, which Ineessantiy poured in, 
was by tiiat means directed at onoo to the north- 
eastetm tower of the qoadraDi^, commonly caUed 
Egerton's tower. At ttie door four marshal's men 
were stationed, with their silTer-tlpped sUres, and 
we^rln|b in addition to their state mniforms, ample 
scarfi of blaok silk, widi crape hatbands, and sword 
knots. Ascending the winmng stairs of the tower, 
the risltor, after passing dirou|^ an ante-chamber, 
filled widi marshal's men and yeomen of the guard, 
e n t e ie d at onca into Bl George's hall, where the 
departed sovereign had been accustomed to hold 
the dmpter of the knights of ttie garter. Ilie ttirone 
and Ito canopy were ooTcvnd witt black dodi, and 
at dm foot of the steps was a riight raSttng, also 
<e? e re d with -- - '^ 
the door of 
down, wtdi 

eonpany to the qpaoe It occi^pled; and on the other 
sides were stationed prirates of the life guards, 
with their arms re r em ed. This apartment bad a 
very Jmpressire eihet. It led at once to the king's 
cuard-chamber and state apartasents, where me 
ioighm of the gavter, in the akianra of the sore- 
rei^, dine at an installation. Hie lofty walls of 
this apartment were eullidy oorered wioi the ar- 
mour of past ages; bfOs and partiaans, ooati of 
mall, hehnets, cdrasses, and glalres ; bucklers and 



th black. Orer dm hall, dIagonallT to 

f the ciuad-dianber, mattmg was laid 

a MndEeord on eadi aide, to confine the 



ataields ; matchloeks, broad swords, pistols, danma, 

of Edward the Black 



muskets, attd 
Prince. The Tiaitors were, in this diamber also, 
separated from tiie great body of tlie apartment by 
a oord oorered with black ; and in the open space, 
yeome n of the guard were assembled in gronpes, 
who, not being immedlatdy upon duty, waited 
here to retiere their oomradea. Their costume was 
the same, in form, as their ordinary one, sare that 
it was entirely of Wacfc cloth, widi crape round the 
cap, and the arms of Eneland embroidered in gold, 
Oliver, and colours. Tbefar partisans had also a cor- 
eiing of bhMsk dodi. From tfab apartment the npec- 
tator pamed through an •nte*cnamber ; the floor, 
eeiBng, and waBs, entirely covered with sable drap- 
ery, and ttghted at Intsrrals by silver sconces, each 
bearing two small wax Ifghta ; Just sufildent to show 
a long line of yeonmn ofthe guard, leaning on their 
crape-dothed partisans as motionless as ^statues. 
He then entered the presence chamber, in which 
rapoeed the reaaains of the beloved monarch. The 



whole of this noble apartoMnt was entirrly covcrad 
with fine purple clatn, and {nominated by a pswfn- 
aion of silver sconces. On a raised platlixnn, at the 
opposite eatremity, appeared the coffin aupp<Kted 
upon treesds, and covered with a paB of ri^ por- 
ple velvet, Uned with white satin, and onuncBtrd 
at each side by three escutcheons, and om tbe top 
were deposited the kingly crown of Fngt n ml , and 
tile electoial one of Hanover, on two purple velvet 
cushions, supobly fringed and t ass elwd witb ysid. 
On each side of the coflhi ware three efpendon s 
wax H^ts, in massive sirer candlesticks, somI over 
it a radiated canopy of purple doth; ' 




was also adorned with escutAeons._ At 
of the ooflln was seatod the eari of 
lord Omres. the lords in waiting , — «^ 
WhaUey, colonel King, Sir George Canpbell, 
Sir Cavendisb Bradshaw. the grooms in w- '-^ 
the feet stood the pursuivants, in oflicial 
bat uncovered, and about the aputafrnt 
number of die band of gentlemen 
their state dresses, with crape scarf 
oompaoy passed tarough the klagli 
and its ante-chambers, and descended by (hn 
case in the western tower, where kln^ Job* 
ed during the time of his contest widi his bi 
and thence out throng the quadrangle, by 
grand southern entrance. At fnur o'doa, 
announced for dodng the public 
day, th^ gates were shot. 

At break of day on Wednesday, the 
of the great beU in the bdfry of thn castle was 
betrd, and the royal standard was seen haaging 
half-staff down, on the round tower of tibe keep. 
At sun-rise tlie Sunder of cannon waa hanrd in the 
paric Prom that pesiod tffl san-aet, the artaievy, 
without intermission, continued firing ftv»-miautc 
guns tbroiigUout the day ; and ftnm mn-oeC ihc) 
fired minnie gona tffl the condarion of the fvnertf 
ceremony. A little before ten o'clock, the wmx 
lighta in the silTcr sconces having been replennhe^ 
and the lords and crooms In waidng, the pa^es sf 
the bed chamber, the heralds, the pnrsnivanti, ihc 
gentlemen penstoners, and the other state attend- 
anti, having taken their station around the rsyal 
cofin, the grand entrance to tbe upper court of the 
castle was tlurown open to the nnpatient poUiQ 
who rushed forward in aB direcdoBa: and, in do- 
spite of tile utmost exertions of the ponce and an- 
Iftary, the pressure oontinued more or lea* thraagh- 
out die morning. At four o'clock the ceremony sf 
the royal romama lying in state were at an end, 
and die gates were closed against thousands of per* 
sons, who, up to that moment, had ' 
forward for " ' " 




tbe preceding ni^t, preparations bad 
In St. George's diapel. Three additional 
Hers were suspended from the roof alone tiha cen- 
tre of the choir, and a double sconce alBxed to mA 
ofthe stalls. Superb communion services of plal^ 
from the different chapels royal, were 
upon the communion table, the steps of 
covered with fine purple doth. A rnisi 
covered with black oh>m was erected down 
aisle, and up ttie nave of die choir, with a 
on each side to prevent interruption to ''^ ~ 
sion ihrom the spectators. In the north 
were erected. Iter above tf er, for the i 
uf those persons who might be able to obtain tick- 
ets tnna the lord high steward ; and the organ M^ 
which was not capable of aflbrding aocamBmdalien 
to mora than nioety persons, was fitted up for the 
nobility. Before the communioa taUe, and ever 
the opening of tbe siditercaneons nasaagea leading 
to the mausoleum of the royal fonuy, a superb can- 
opy of royal blu^ velvet was placed, supported bv 
four slight plllam, wreathed with vdvet and geld. 
Hie canopy was in the ahape of a paiaBelograav 
widi tbe roof of tbe sweeping Chineae contour, i 
aurrounded with a Gothk fretwork comiee in d 
gold. From this comiee 
drapfry of royal blue velvet 
aeOed, of tbe sarao colour, and e«di featoon was fiw- 
ther adorned with a royal escutcheon. To the 
and left ofthe altar, diagonally, seats were i 
tien for the foreign ambassadon, and the wUmh 
ofthe choir waa covered with bUck doth. Aa^4 
lag advanced, the Eton schdaas, aaanmblud 
their respective masters, to tko number of 
than five hundred, dolhcd In deep 
walked two and two to the gate of tl 
steps, where they wen admitted throufh the 
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ten to tb» faitsrior o£ tba nijtA chapel, and took, ap ' 
their statUn in the north alih). I 

After the paUie cereuoay of lyioc in state, aiid 
when die viaitore were all ezeladed nom the caatle, | 
Che lorda in waiting and the other state attendants 
still renaiiled with the rayal eorpee till see«» 
0*01001:, when his royal highness the duke of York, 
as chief monmer, took, his seat at the head of the 
ooflln, under the canopy, in Ben of the lords in 
waiting, and he contiaoed aitting there during tfie 
lapse Of two hours. In the interin, the persons 
who were to take part in the proceaslon were aa- 
sembled in St. George's hall, and there marshalled 
by Sir George Nayler, the Windsor herald. At nine 
o'clock the duke of York left the presence chamber, 
and the yeooMn of the goard, under the snperin- 
teodaace of the Bzon, proceeded to remove the 
coffiu of their royal master down the grand staircase 
to the Tesdbule. where it was placed upon the car ; 
and, in a few nunutes afterwaras, the procession set 
torward in the following order along the raised and 
dorercd platform, erected bom the grand entnmoe 
of the state apartmenta« atiiwart the lower court (rf 
the castle to toe great porch of the rojfal chapel >- 



Knight Marshal's man, two and two, widt Mack 

stares.- 

t*rampets and kettle drums, and dmma and dfee of 

' the foot guards. 

Poor knights of Windsor. 

Pages of his late majeaty. 

Apothecaries to his Sugeona to hie 

mi^esty. ^^ nuQeety. 

Apothecaries to his Surgeons to his 

late m^esty. late m^festy. 

The curate and rector of Windsor. 

Gontlemen ushers, Quarteriy waiters to his mi(|eiit>. 

Pages of honour to his majesty. 

Grooms of the priry chamber to his nu^eaty. 

Sergeant surgeons to his majesty. 

Physicians to his late WMJeaty. 

Honsehold chaplain to his late nuvJeety. 

(Heiiks of the closet to his m^esty. 

Bonerrles to the royal fiunilj. 

Emerries to his m^sty. 

Clei^ Marshal and ikrst Eauerry. 

Gentlemen Ushers of ttie privy cnanriier to Ms 

nudesty. 
Grooms of the bedchaasber to his m^|eaty. 

Master of the robes to kia nN||esty. 

Solicitor General. Attorney General. 

'Barons of the Exchequer, and Justices of both 

benches. 

The Lord Chief Baron. 

The Lord Chief Jnstioe of the pommod jdeas. 

The Vice Chaucellor. The Master of the roDa. 

The Lord Chief Justice of the king's bench. 

Comptroller of the king's Treasurer of the king^ 

household. hoosehold. 

Privy Conncillort (not Peers.) 

PoTsuirant. 

Barons. 
PuTsniTant. 
Bishops. 
Herald. 
Eldest sons of Earls. 
Yiseounts. 
Herald. 
Deputy Ear) Manbal. 
Eldest sons of Marquisscs. 
Herald. 
EarU: 
Eldest 3ons of Dukes. 
Herald. 
Marquisses. 
Herald. 
Dukes. 
Herald. 
The Lord Priry Seal. 
The Lcrd President of the Council. 
The Archbishop of York. 
The Lord Chancellor. 
TIte Archbishop of Canterbury. 
Norroy King at Arms. 
Lords of his Mioesty's Bedchamber* 
Gnxmi of the Stole Master of the 9orse 

to bis Majesty. to his Majettyr 

THE ROYAL CROWN 
Supporter: ofHanorer. Supporter: 

A gontleman bome.on a purple rel- A gentleman 
Usher. ret cushion by Blanc Usher. 
CoiunlerKingof 








THE IMPIRLAL CROWN 

Supporter: of the United King- Supporter: 
3d Gentleman dom, borneon a p«r> Sd Oentleman 

Usher, pie relret eusmon, Uiher, 
Daily Walter by Clareneenx, King Daily Waiter 
tohisM^lesty. of Arms. tohisMaieety. 

The Lord Steward of hia Maieaty's hoasehold. 
The Lord Chambulain of Us Malety'li howehold. 

« {^ S ? ? 31 

THE BODY, 
eerered witii a ilne hol- 
land sheet, aadannrple 
relret pall, adorned 
with ten escutcheons 
of the Imperial Arms, 
carried by ten 3Feomen 
of the guard, under a 
_ canopy of purpk rel« 

fi £ tt S -(8 I 

1st Gentleman Garter Gentleman 

Usher, Dally Wait- Principal King Usher of the 

er to bis majesty. of Arms. black rod. 

THE CHIEF MOURNER, 

Supporter: Thi Durk or York, Supporter: 

A reer. in a long blaok doak, his A Peer. 

train borne by two Peers, 

assisted by theVioe Cham- 

berhdn of hia M^eaty's 

houaehold. 

Sixteen Peers, assistants to the chief mourner. 

PRINCES OF THE BLOOD ROYAL 

in long black cloaks, the train of each borne by twtf 

gentlemen of the households of their 

respeetire royal highnesses. 

The CouncO of nis royal highness the Di^e of York, 

as cnstos persona of his late nuoesty. 

' " "Vice Chamber- 



Master of the 

household to Stole to his late lain ta his late 

his late majesty mmesty on the m^esty imthe 

on the Windtwr Windsor estab. Windsor estab- 

establisfament. lislunent. Ushment. 

Lords of his late mi^eaty's bedchamber. 

Grooms of his late miuesty's bedchamber. 

His late BMjeaty's trustees. 

Equerries to his late mqjeaty. 

Gentlemen pensioners with their axes rerenwd. 

YeoBsen of the guard with their partisans rerersed. 



The corered way was flanked on eadi side by a 
double rank of the Ibot guards, with tlieiranne re- 
rersed,. and a single rank of mounted liis guards, 
erery fourth man baring a lighted flamhean. As 
the procession issued from tte palaoe, the sibrer 
trunqpets of the household colnmrnMed tibe perfiarm* 
ance of the *' Dead maroh in Sanl/ in wUch they 
were J4dned by the bands of the sereral leglnMBts 
on duty as they advanced. The wogr e aa of the 
procession was extremely slow ; the discharge of 
the minnte>gnns adding greatly to the eflhot of the 
grand impressire scene. The procession having 
reached the porch of the chapel, the knight amr- 
shafs men with trumpets and drums, flled ofT ^ifli. 
out the doors. At the entrance, the royal ootpse 
was receired by the very reverend tiie dean, at- 
tended by the choirs^ who fell in immediately betora 
Blanc Coonrier, Ung at arms, bearing the crown of 
Hanover. The whole then proceeded down the 
south ^e, and up the nave to the choir. As they 
adranced, the. organ performed Dr. Crofts funeral 
service, " I am the resurrection and the life, saith 
the Lord." This occupictd the time till the royal 
di^es, their simporters, and die other members cf 
the processioo, had nached theb respeetire seats. 
The chief mourner sat on a diahr at the head of !the 
corpse, and the other princes of the blood roral 
were seated near him. The lord chamberlain of his 
m^esty's household (the marquia of Hertford) took 
his seat at the foot of the corpee,and ttie supporters 
of ttie pan and canopy arranged themselres on each 
side. The part of we service before the Interment 
then read by the dean } the choir chaunted the 
Kenfs anthem, " Hear my prarer, O 
ird," WM then performed, followed by *< I heard 
a rotce fkmi hearen." Ihe serriee then proceeded 
to the collect, imoMdiately preceding which, the 
celebrated anthem, composed by Handel for the 
funeral of queen Caroline, was perfenned by the 
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whole dwlr. The wvjtl eocpfe was lowered into 
the gnve exactly at ten mtecttee after ten ; and at 
the conaecrmted earth wai sprinkled apon its eorer, 
the guards, wlio daring me ceremony had stood 
with their arms cerersed, Instantly reoorered and 
gronnded them on the parement of the north and 
•6a th aisle. At thb aelettn moment, Sir Imae 
Heard, garter kiay at nrau, came forward in has 
snperb and embroidered mantle, and pronoonced 
Ihe style and ^titles of his late mijestir. Aft the oon- 
eluslon of the moomfal ceremony, me royal dnkes 
slowly quitted the ohoir at the side door, followed 
by a long train of the great oAoers of state, the 
nobility, and othen, and proceeded to the chaptvr- 
honse, whence they immediately went to their 
apartmenti in the castle, and the nobility repaired 
to their carriages ; bat it was long after midnight 
before the different coarts of the castle were entire- 
ly cleared of the sorrowing moltitode who attended 
to- see their late royal Buster's remains deposited 
in a mansolenm, the constniction of which was ori- 
ginally designed under hJs own superinteudance, 
and completed by the kind orders and attention of 
fail son, our present belo? ed osonareh. 

PARLIAMENT DISSOLVED. 

Ths iOness of (he soTereign was a two-fold sonroe 
of regret and inconrenienee, as it precluded his ma- 

i'esty from receiring the addresses of the hoose of 
ords and commons on the throne, and also from go- 
ing to dissoire the parliament in person. Our consd. 
tudonal laws requring the dissolntion to take place 
within the next six months fo^owing the demise of 
the king, it was decided that the parliament ahould 
be closed by commiseion on the twentj^^eightb of 
February— when the lord chancellor deuyered the 



sabseanent speech : 



-Jr LOSDS AMD OiNTLKMEN, 

" We are commanded by his maiasCy to inform 
you, that it is a great disappointment to his majes- 
ty, diet on this first and sMeom occasion he is pre- 
Tented, by indisposition, from meeting you in per- 
son. 

** It would huTe been a consolation to Ms mmesty, 
to give utterance in this place to those, feeltegs, 
with which his majesty and the nadon alike deplore 
the loss of a soTereign, the common father of all his 
people. 

" The king commands us to inform you, dut in 
determining to call without delay the now parlia- 
ment, Us mnesty has been infloenoed by a consi- 
deration of what is most expedient for public busi- 
ness, as well as most conduciVe to genera] conTe- 
nience. 

** OlRTLBMIlf or TBB HOUSI OF GOMBONS .* 

* We are difeoted by bis majesty to thank you for 
the pvirlsion whieh yon bare made for the several 
branches of die public serrice from die commence- 
ment of the present year, and during the internal 
wWch must elapse before a new parliament can be 
aasembled. 

" Mr LoBDs AND Obntlimkn : 

" We are commanded to inform yon, that, in tak- 
ing leaTe of the present parliament, his nugeaty 
cannot refrain from conTeying to you his warmest 
assorancesof the sense which Us m^esty entertains 
of t he im portant services which you hare rendered 
the country. 

" Deeply as Ms majesty lamented that designs 
and practices such as those which you hare been 
recendv called upon to repress, should hare existed 
In this free and happy country, he cannot suiBcient- 
ly commend the prudence and firmness with which 
you directed your attention to die means of coun- 
teracting them. 

" If any doubt had remained as to the nature of 
diose principles by which the peace and happiness 
•f the nation were so seriously menaced, or of the 
excesses to which they were likely to lead, the flag- 
rant and sanguinary conspbacy which has lately 
been detected, must open toe eyes of the most in- 
credulous, and must Tindicate to the whole world 
the Justice and expediency of those measures to 
which jrou judged it necessary to resort, hi defence 
of the laws and constitution of the kingdom." 

DISCOVERY OP CATO-STREBT CONSPIRACY. 
Tr a conspiracy thus glanced at in the speech of 
the lordfl eommissioneTs, was one of the most des- 
perate policy that coidd hare b*wj conceired by 
2? "f^i^Jv T*® ^^"^ "' purpose* ; the object con- 
templated being no lesa than an attempt tp orer- 




throw the existing gOTe mm ent, and 
realms into anarchy and lawless eo 
ss it appeared, was to be effected by the 
assawinarion of Wsmiijesty's aslnisten. 

The chief l9ader implicated in this ecx 
atrocious and absurd plot was a petaoi 
diur Tldstlewood ; originally bred to the 
at Newark, in Nottinghamshire; then a 
officer in tlie mllitiajmd snboeqnentiy in a i 
of th^ line In die West Indies. Having 
his commission, imbued with repnbliean 
after passing some time in America, 
France, at that period of tbe revelation wl 
sangufaiary despot Robespierre had just axpiafeJ kas . 
guilty career on the public scaffold ; and it ie prn- 
samed that the scenes ne there witnessed oonftrmed 
the opinions upon which he finally acted. As an 
accomplice of doctor Watson, he was tried widi fafaa ; 
and on his acquittal he challenged lord Sldnaoatb. 
then aecretary of state for the home dcpartmeBt : — 
this drew upon him the prosecution of ms lonlsMp, 
and a sentence of fine and imprisonment. Whaa 
liberated, he seems to hare nourished ideas of cfaa 
utmost turpitude ; to realize wUch he devoted aE 
his time associating widi none but the moi 
sod of die lowest dass, who, stimulated by 
doctrines, were worthy coa^utors in sndi a < 
A nucleus of disappointed revenge, he gattered 
gether a number of indiTidaals desperate as hi ^ 
self, and, with their aid, resolTed to doatroy the 
miniaters and abolish die gOTemmont. 

The next in consequence were Ings, a 
Darison, a Creole: Brunt and Tidd, utoegUmm, 
The plan, as finaJly arranged by thu horde of i 
sins, was so detestably wicked, so pregnant with 
danger to themselTes in theory, and attended with 
such litde probability of snooess in practioa, that ft 
requires all the strength of corroborating nidfinrc 
not only of spies, accomplices, and more creditttils 
witnes se s ere the human mind can i'* *^*^**'*!^ each 
a union of madness and ddinquencr. 

It was resolfod, after a series or meetiaga, tkat 
delay was useless ; and porerty. as they adniitted, 
goaiUng them to die attompt, Wednesday, twenty- 
third of Pebrnary, was fixed upon for the in^' 
murder of the nunisters, at their respectire 1 

On the preceding Sunday the plan was arrat . 

follows :— Forty or fifty men were to deTotel^ess* 
selves to the task of amassination ; under no km 
pledge than a forfeiture of their own Urns, in 
of failure, through any want of address or ' 
nation, whilst execating the diabolical ^ 
Other detocbments were simnltaneondy to^ 
upon the field-pieces> at the London light horse sta- 
tion in Gray's Inn Lane, and the arttuery grm 
Possessed of these cannon, the Mansion honso 
to be used as the palace of the provisional govi 
ment — the bank was to be attacked — and the me- 
tropolis was to bt set fire to in vaiions poiati. 
Similar meetings were held on the Monday and 
Tuesday ; on wUch last day one of the oonsparatso, 
named Edwards, infonned Thistiewood that a cabi- 
net dinner would take place on the morrow. This* 
tlewood's doubts being removed by tiie aano«ao»- 
ment in the newspaper, and it being specified tfaet 
in that the dinner would be given at lord Hanoi 
by's house in Grosvenor square, on the Wedaeaday, 
he exultingly observed,— ** As there has not been a 
dinner for such a length of time, tiiere will no doobc 
be foarteen or sixteen there, and it will be a ram 

haul to despatoh them aD togeidier P* Pnrsnant to 

the plan of (merations now setded, one of their body 
was to go with a note addressed to lord Harrowby : 
when the house door was opened, a band of the con- 
spirators were to rash in — and whUe one party 
were occupied in seising the domestics, aad pro- 
venting any one below making their aaoape, anotiier 
was to effect their entrance to the room which con- 
tained the ministers, and massacre them alL It was 
a peculiar provision, that the heads of lords Castlo- 
reagh and Sidmouth were to be brought aw«f aa 
trophies of success. From the house of lord Hvw 
rowby a few of the number were instantaneowly 
to repair to the barracks, in King-street, PTrrtmaa 
square, where, alter firina the straw depot of the 
cavalry by means of ffare-baUs, dray were to oo-oper- 
ate widi the remainder in executing tbe other parla 
of the scheme already detailed. In the interim 
strict watch was kept upon lord Harrowby'S dwell- 
ing, in order to ascertain diat none of die police «r 
military entered, or were ooncealed in tts neigh, 
bourhood. The whole of the day Was passed by 
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them i« preparatioiM for the intended plut : weapons 
And ammonition were prepared, and proclamations 
"written, to alfis. on those maces that were to be set 
fire to. During this period tiiese infatuated wretch- 
es rendesvonzed gradnallv; and about six o'clock 
in the OToning, they met ma stable, in an obscure 
•treet, called Cato-street, near the JEBdgeware road. 
This place they had hired a short time preTioos : 
it comprised, biesides the stable, two rooms aboTe it, 
the ascent to which was by a ladder only. In the 
largest room, having taken the precantioa to post 
a sentinel below, the conspirators were to be seen 
to the number of twenty-four or twenty-fire; by the 
glimmetiniip ray of one or two small candles, ad- 
Josting tbeir accoutrements on an old carpenter's 
bench, and exalting in the fut approaching con- 
summation of this scene of blood. 

DETECTIONS-TRIAL, AND EXECUTION OP 

• THISTLEWOOD. 

Amonost their number was one disaffected to the 
cause. This spy, the above named Edwards, bad 
for some time been in the pay of the admlnistra- 
tion, and gave regular intelligence to his employers 
of all particnlars connected with this foid and ex- 
traordinary transactiom. Bver^ precautionary me- 
thod WMS adopted to lull suspicion : the appan»nt 
^'eparations for the banquet, were oontinuedatlord 
arro why's mansion, tUI eight o'clock in the erening , 
and by these means the conspirators were detected 
with arms in their hands. To effect this, a large 
party of constables, under the direction of the ma- 
^trate Mr. Biroie, proceeded to Cato-streel, where 
It was intended they should be supported by a de- 
tachment of the Coldstream guards. The police 
officers reached their destination about eight, im- 
mediately entered the stable, ascended the ladder, 
and discovered the conspirators in the loft, (for it 
was nothing betterj on the point of setting out to 
execute tbirfr meditotod object. The principal offl- 
oer required them to surrender, and Smithers, one 
of the active police constables, dashing forward to 
eecure llusUewood, received his sword through his 
-'lody, and instantly felL The candles were now 
blown out, the conflict became general ; some of 
the gang rushed down the ladder, the officers grap- 
pling with them, whUe others forced their way 
from a window situated in the back of the luft. At 
this Juncture the military, commaaded by captain 
FitaK:larence, arriving, two conspirators were se- 
cured in the act of escaping ; and by the co-opera- 
tion of the police and soldiers, seven more were 
}aken that evening, and securely conveyed to Bond- 
etreet. Thlstlewood, who had escaped in the first 
moment of confusion, was seized next morning in 
bed, in the neighbourhood of Fiosbury-squarc, and 
•ome others were apprehended In the two follow- 
ing days. 

March the twenty-seventh true bills of indictment 
Ibr Uie charge of high treason, were returned 
against eleven of the prisoners. And April the 
seventeenth, a commission for the purpose being 
regularly opened, Thistlewood was put on his trial. 
The chief witness adduced, wfts a conspirator named 
Adams, who, after escaping from Cato-street, had 
beei\ arrested on the folio wmg Friday, and kept in 
custody unto he was brought forward to jrive his 
testUnony in support of the prosecution, lue trial 
lasted throe days, when the accused was found 
ffuilty. on that part of the indictment which charged 
him ''with having conspired to levy," and with 
'^ having levied war against the king.'' jQg8,Tidd, 
Brunt, and Davidson, were severally tried andcon- 
▼icted* The other six being permitted to withdraw 
their original plea, now pleaded guflty ; and it ap- 
pearing, that one of the number who had attended 
the meeting in Gato^treet, was ignorant of its des- 
tined purpuee, he was gracaonsly pardoned ; whOe 
the sentence of the remaining five was commuted 
into transportation for the term of their naturad 
lives. 

The throng of spectators assembled at the execu- 
tion of the criminals was immense ; and commen- 
aursto was the disgust manifested at that part of the 
sentence, which msplayed the horrid spectacle of 
mangling, and decapitating the reeking remains of 
Aeee miserably deluded men. This tribute of jus- 
tice to violated laws, occupied in its shocking de- 
tails, nearly an hour and a quarter ; during which 
a strong body of cavalry lined the streets in the 
vicinity, and very considerable augmentations of 
all branches of the military, were assembled in th 
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metropolis, pending the trial until the final oxvou- 
tion of its sentence. 

TUMULTUOUS PROCEEDINGS IN THE 

NORTH. 

Tbis extraordinary and desperate plot, was con- 
fined to a very limited number of infatuated 
wretohes, unconnected with the revolutionary par- 
tisans, who, in this instance, seemed to have no 
share with them. Still little doubt remains that 
the general feeling of discontent, so diffuaivel| 
spread id>ro«d. was the foundation on which Thie- 
tlewood and his gang confidently looked for sup- 
port and triumph. 

The spirit of discontent had been a len|(thcned 
time smothering, and at last broke fortii in some 
districts in a very appalling manner. About the 
middle of March much alarm prevailed in and about 
Glasgow ; it being known that numbers of the clasa 
of artisans, and others, who wished to pursue their 
quiet avocations, unmixed with the noisy turmoil of 

Klitical convulsions, had been repeatedly menaced 
. the adherento of riot and confusion. This had 
gained such a height, that they imagined they could 
not, without enduigeripg the safety of their fami- 
liesj persevere in the conduct of peaceful and loyal 
sulgects. -The panic which was now prevalent, on 
Snnday'the second of April received an accession, 
when, on that morning, a treasonable proclamation 
was disoovered posted on the walls of Glasgow, its 
neighbouring towns and villages. 

Tnis proclamation supposed to emanate from " the 
Committed for the formation of a Provisional Gov- 
ernment," recommended the proprietors, and 
those concerned in large manufactories, to suspend 
their employments till order should be insured by tbe 
organisation alluded to. This paper likewise on- 
joined all parties to desist from their avocations, 
denouncing as enemies and traitora to their king 
and oount^, whoerer should attempt by force off 
arms, or otherwise, ought against the pngected po- 
litical amelioration. 

The fruits of Ais inflammatory placara exniolted 
themselves on tke Monday. The weavers and eol- 
liors, in Paisley and Glasgow, declined work ; and 
this baneful example spread through the numerous 
bodies of wrighls, iron-founders, masons, and ma. 
chine-makers. Sec. Several of the cotton mills com* 
menoed their usual routine \ but being presently 
di9turt>ed by threatening visits, most of their work- 
men did not return after breakfast, or absented 
themselves in the latter part of the day. Glasgow 
now exhibited a most extraordinary aspec^ the 
streets were crowded with throngs of artisans, 
idly loitering away their time, and waiting in 
anxious suspense for the first burst of the promised 
revolution, which was to commence at a moment, 
and to emanate from persons and powers invisible, 
and unknown. As these persons and powers re- 
mained shrouded in their original mystery, rumour, 
at the time, was busy in imputing die whole as a 
fabrication of political etpionage, with what degree 
of truth is not evident. Suffice it to observe, diat 
if any secret hope of dbordw was nourished, it 
happdy was not reaUaed ; tfae^people then conjn- 

Sited, did not attempt by any open act to violate 
e public peace, the fkr greater number of thtfm 
seeming to be swayed more by motives of curiosity 
and dread of these secret aglteton, than by any 
revolutionary fervour or desire of change to plunge 
the country mto confusion. 

ATTACK ON SOLDIERY AT BONNYMUIR. 

Resistancx to the public authorities did on one 
occasion show itself. On the Wednesday, an in- 
dividual of the Stirling yeoman^, proceeding from 
Kilsyth to Falkirk, fell in with a radical squad, 
armed in a heterogeneous manner with muskets, 
pikes, and pistols,— these demanding his arms, 
which he refused to surrender ; after several inef- 
fectual shots were discharged at him, he escaped 
uninjured to his former quarters at Kilsyth. The 
commanding officer immediately detached eleven 
cavalry, and an equal number of yeomanry, to 
scour the road leadmg to Falkirk, and dear it, if 
possible, of the insurgents. The military soon came 
in sight of them. The insurgents, augmented in 
number, had, in tiiie interim, found some anus and 
food in the neighbouring houses, and were now 
posted advantageously on a rising ground in Bon- 
nymuir, commanding an extensive view of coun- 
try. This, on the advance of the cavalry, the iosur- 
3F 
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seutn subsequently abandoned, and now sought the 
prutoctioa of a wall, from bthind which they fired 
KTeral times : the commander of the detacnment 
requiring them to surrender their arms, received in 
answer a roUev therefrom, accompanied with a 
loud cheer, and a remark that they wane there to 
fight. Secured by the stone wall in front from an 
immediate charge, the caralry were compelled, as 
well by that opposition as the moesy and plashy 
state m the ground, to make a circuitous approach 
to a gap which ofTerod a readier access. Obserring 
this intention, the rebels hurried to the gap for the 
puxpoee of disputing the entrance, but the better 
half hurried olr lo their different homes. 

DEFEAT AND TRIAL OF DISAFFECTED 

PERSONS. 

Tbosk who stQl made a show of resistance, were 
instantly scattered ; many of them severely wound- 
ed, and nineteen prisoners were taken. Besides 
the commander of the troops who was wounded, 
three of the soldiery recarod hurts, one horse 
also being killed, and three wounded. The nM^ori- 
ty of those implicated in this petty insurrection, 
had arrived that morning from Glasgow, hoping to 
find, as pre-arranged, a considerable number from 
tiie neighbouring districts, associated on Bonnymuir. 
The plan it appeared was to hare marched fortik- 
with — to have taken possession of the Garron iron- 
works — tir have equipped themseWes therelkom 
with arms, partJcnlarlv artillenr, and thence to hare 
institated a regular plan of olrensive military oper- 
ations. These intentions were defeated by the judi- 
cions precautions of the magistracy, who, in prompt* 
ly oo-operating with tiie military, prerented the 
evil-minded from reaching the proposed rendearous. 
So that instead of the four or five flioosand ex- 
pected to muster there, there was found about fifty 
only, whose strength or infatuation made them true 
to their engagements, in despito of rational pru- 
dence. Open resistance was thus crushed. The fail- 
ure of tUs Quixotic attempt tended on the one 
hand to extingubh the hopes of the deluders, by 
the defection of those heretofore deluded, who, re- 
suming their former habits of industry, in a few 
days rae threatened storm passed over, and that 
part of the country displayed no further signs of 
poUtioal agitation. 

A special commission being held in the different 
counties where these treasonable acts had taken 

Elace; all persons who were in custody, were 
rought to trial : and, on this occasion, though nu^ 
nerons sentences were recorded, the royal clemen- 
cy erinced itself by tOEtending mercy to all but 
three. One of these had been long known as an 
organiser of sedition ; the otiier two had been taken 
in open resistance, at the atfhlr with the cavalry 
before-mentioned. The execution of these three 
delinqnenta differed materially hum that of Thistle- 
wood and his coadjutors,— in as far as the Scoteh 
rebels died, some of them penitent of their political 

giilt, and all of them sensibly affected witii proper 
elings of morality and religion. 

CONDUCT OF MINISTRY. 

In taking a retrospect of the many momentous 
cares wbJch occupiea the attention of ministers ; 
the earliest transaction, and one which, from its 
peculiar delicacy, obtruded itself on the public eye, 
was the unhappy prelude to those proceedings 
against the consort of ttie rrigning monarch, which 
afterwards oouTulsed the kingdom from one ex- 
tremity to tiie other. After advising the queen's 
name to be omitted in tiie liturgy, which omission 
was sanctioned by an order of council; a case of 
•fledged misconduct out of the realms was submit- 
ted to the consideration of ttie crown lawyers, who 
gave it as tfieir dedded opinion, that no indictment 
could be supported on these premised grounds. 
The solidity of which opfaiion can be alone duly es- 
timated when treating nereafter more fully on this 
lead. 

GENERAL ELECTION. 

On issuing the writs for the return of individuals 
to sit in parUament, the .ities of London and West- 
minster took the lead ; and during their elections, 
as well as throughout the kingdom, orery nei'Te 
was strained, every influence used by all parties, 
to bring in those individuals whose after-exertions 
promised to be most eondncive to their several 
Tiews i and as these returns became public, the 



ch.iracteriflUcs of the various membcra 
scrutinised, and the consequent uaacuiblnBV «f 
senate looked for with considerablo anuoty by 
great dass of the community. 

NEW PARLIAMENT. 

On the twenty-first of April, the new parBa: 
began to assemble, till the twcntjr-third wr 
pi^ by the sereral members takmp the 
oaths. — On that day the right hononnble 
Manners Sutton was unanimously 
speaker of the house of commons. And 
twenty-soTenth, his majesty opened his first 
ment in person, by delivering a gracioia^ 
from tiie tnrone in um /oUawing tenoas : — 

KING'S FIRST SPEECH. 

"I HAVX taken the earliest occasion of 
bling you here, after having recurred to the 




first 




of my people. 

** In meeting you personally for the 
since the death of my beloved nither, I 
to assure you, that I shall always contmne to 
tate his great example, in unceasing attention to 
the pablic interests, and in paternal solicitadc fcr 
the welfare and happiness of all classes of my 
jects. 

'* I hare received fVom foreign powers 
assurances of their friendly dispoaitum, and of Aeir 
earnest desire to cultivate with me the relatiaos of 
peace and amity. 

" GSNTLKMKN OP THK HOCSK OF CoHHOVS; 

" The estimates for die present year will Im i^ 
before you. 

" They have been framed upon principles sf 
strict economy ; but it is to me matter of the deep- 
est regret, that the state of the country has net al- 
lowed me to dispense with those additions to ear 
military force which I announced at ttie comaenoe- 
ment of the last session of parliament. 

'* The first ofcrject to which your attention will fas 
directed is, the provision to be made for the support 
of the civil goremment, and of the honour and dig- 
nity of the crown. 

" I leaTO entirely at your disposal my interest ia 
the hereditary revenues : and I cannot deny my- 
self the gratification of declaring, that ao imr from 
desiring any arrangement which might lead to the 
imposition of new burdens upon my people, or 
eren might diminish, on my account, the amooni 
of the reductions incident to my accession to lbs 
throne, I can have no wish, under c i r cu mstances 
like the present, that any addition whatever should 
be made to the setdement adopted by 
in the year 1810. 

" Mt LoXDS and GlNTLKMlIt: 

" Deeply as I regret that the marfiim 
designs of the disaffected should liaTe led, 
parts of the country, to acto of open viol« 
insurrection, I cannot but express my 
at the promptitude with which those attempts have 
been suppressed by the vigilance and actiTity of the 
magistrates, and by the sealons co-operation of sD 
those of my subjects, whose exertions have been 
called forth to support the autibtoritv of the lavs. 

" The wisdom and firmness maniraated by the late 
parliament, and the due execution of ^e laws, have 
greatiy contributed to restore confidence chroagh 
out the kingdom; and to discountenance tluse 
principles of seiiition and irreligion which had beta 
disseminated with such malignant pcraeveranosb 
and had poisoned the minds of the ignorant and u»- 
wary. 

" I rely upon the continued suppNort of paiGa- 
ment in my determination to maintain, by all the 
means entrusted to my hands, the public 
and tranquillity. 

" Deploring, as we all must, the distress 
still unhapplW prevails among many of the laboar- 
ing classes of tne community, and anxiously look- 
ing forward to ito removal or mitigation, it is, ia 
the mean time, our common duty, effectually to 
protect the loyal, the peaceable, and indudtrious^ 
against those practices of turbulence and intimida- 
tion, by which the period of relief can only be de> 
ferred, and by which the pressure of file distress 
has been inccJculably aggravated. 

" I trust that an awakened sense of the daageia 
which they have incurred, and of the arte whi^ 
have been employed to seduce them, w31 htia^ 
back by far the greater part of those wnoliaTe been 
unhappily led astray, and win rsTire in 'them thai 
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•piril of l03f ally, ttiat due tubmiaaion to the laws, 
and that attachment to the conatitatiofn, wUch «ab- 
Mat unabated in the hearta of the great bodr of the 
people, and which, under the bletainf of Dirine 
FroTidence, hare aecnred to the Britiah nation the 
ei\ioynient of a larger ahare of practical freedom, 
aa well aa of prosperity and ha]^pineaa, than have 
fiUlen to the lot or any other nation in the world." 

PROCEEDINGS IN PARLIAMENT — LORD 
JOHN RUSSEL'S MOTION ON ELECTIVE 
FRANCHISE. 

Orrc of the first acta of the legiilatnre referred to 
a anbject of rital import to the conatitntion. Proof 
haying been given during the preceding parlia> 
Bdcnt, that the ntmoat Tenidity proTaUed in tne bo- 
rongb of Grampound, wherein it waa aubatantiated, 
that the greater portion, nearly amounting to Uie 
whole, of the electora were in the habit oi aelling 
their Totea ; of which offence aoToral had been con- 
Tioted ; Lord John Roaael, upon the iasne of theae 
iodlctmenta, had brought forward a bill in the honae 
of common^ for the purpoae of diafranchiaing that 
horoughjand tranaferring the right of election to 
Leeda. Thia important meaaure, hia lordahip aeiaed 
the earlieat opportunity of pnrauing ; and the ne- 
ceaaary preliminaries naTing been ad^uatod, a ae- 
cond reading of the bill waa mored on the nine- 
teenth of May, though acarpely any opposition dia- 
ftloaed itaelf againat the deaerred pnniahmenta of 
tUa highly corrupted borough ;— of which one of 
their corporate body, in palliation, made uae of 
theae remarkable worda, " T^ai there might be yer- 
Maps two or three voters vho had not taken bribes." 
Yet in the mode of diapoaing of the franchiae, much 
conflict of opinion aroae. Before any diacnaaion 
could take place on the essential point of forfeiture, 
eTentfttl circumstences so completely engroaaed the 
attention of parliament, that the meaaure fell 
through, the ' aeaaion having cloaed, without any 
final deciaion on the bill in question. 

ALLUSION TO QUEEN'S ARRIVAL. 

Th b circnmstances referred to originated in the 
nnexpected arrival of her m^eaty queen Caroline, 
who, after aevei al yeara travelling in foreign conn- 
triea, now returned to England. The general ex- 
ploaion of aympathiea excited by thia event, and the 
ever tobe-regretted proceedlnga inatoutaneoualy fol- 
lowing it, annihilated aa it were all other mattcra of 
import, to which the attention of parliament waa 
tributary. Still, aa varioua tranaactiona neceesarOy 
preceded thia, we muat continue our parliamentary 
records. 

REVISION AND AMENDMENT OF CRIMINAL 

CODE. 

In thin period. Sir Jamea Mackintoah diatinguish- 
ctl himself aa a philaothropiat, in benevolently de- 
voting his time, and great knowledge of juriaprn- 
dooce, to a renewed plan for ameliorating the 
system of criminal laws ;— and theae exertiona, on 
renewal, met with miwh auccesa. In the preceding 
aeaaion, a committee had been deputed to take thia 
Important aulgect under their conaideration ; and, 
ao far aa related to punishment of a capital nature, 
bad recommended conaiderable modifications. Com* 

eying with thc*o suggested ideas, on the ninth of 
ay. Sir James moved for leave to bring in six bills 
to amend our peoal code. Three out of these six 
different bUls, after much and lengthened diacusaion, 
and aome altercation in the houae of peers, were fi- 
nally carried through both houaea of the legialature. 
Of theae three billa, the first waa to repeal the acta 
by which atoaling privately in ahopa to the value of 
forty ahilUnga waa made a capital offence ; but, up- 
on the suggestion of the lord chancellor Eldon, it 
rttill sulgeeted to capital punishment Uioae who 
should privately steal m shops to a value exceeding 
ten pounds. 

Ihe second bill which paaaed waa for the repeal- 
ing certain acts of parliament, which visited with 
capital punishment a class of actions, that were in 
fact either no moral offence, or, from their obsolete- 
ness, could at most be deemed but misdemeanors ; 
anch aa rendering it a capital crime for an Egyptian 
to reside or remain one year in the kingdom ; noto- 
rious tiiievea residing in Cnmberland or Northum- 
berland, waa atill a capitol offence by ,die atotuto- 
book ', aa waa any one being found in diaguiao in 



the mint, or for any one injuring Wi;atmioater 
bridge. 

The third bill went to repeal thoav dauaea of cer- 
tain acta of parliament which conatituted the of- 
fencea apecified in them capital, and which* bv thia 
amended act, would be converted from capital into 
aimple felonios. Of the ofiencea thus modified were 
enumerated the taking away of any maid, wife, or 
widow, for the aake of her fortune ; the receiving of 
stolen goods ; the destroying of treea ; the breaking 
down the banka of rivers ; die wounding of cattle ; 
sending threatening letters ; and all the capital of- 
fencee created by the bankrupt laws, and the mar- 
riage act. For these aeveral Crimea, differing aa 
they did in conaeqnence, the indiacriminate puniah- 
ment of death waa (aa ue atotute-book atcM>d then 
unrepealed) atill the aentence of the law. By thia 
bill, with certain exceptiona in particular caaea, 
that hearieat punishment death waa now commntad 
for tranaportotion, impriaonment, or hard labour, 
within the dircretionary powera of the court. 

Th^ ultimate auccesa of theae billa, accompanied, 
aa ihe'sr were, with the modificationa of the houae of 
peers, ia a convincing proof, if auch were wanting, 
of the progreaaive march of reaaon and humanity, 
which in the preaent time may be looked upon with 
complacency aa the precursor of more triumphs 
over prejudices, however inveterate. England's 
criminal code bad too long been disgraced with 
theae atrocioua annmaliea : at length thioae blemiah- 
ea in the atatute-book were beheUl, acknowledged, 
and partially eraaed. Sir Samuel RomiUy'a hand 
may be said to have wiped the first ataina there- 
from ; and hia name will long be remembered bv an 
admirina poaterity, for the peraeverance with which 
he attacxed thoae prcgudicea which protected auch 
atatntea, and for the atrennoua efforta he made, du- 
ring the whole of hia Ufe, to ameliorate our criminal 
juriaprudonce. Sir James Mackintosh* worthily 
pursuing tho atepa of hb predecessor, and equally 
■ealooa m the cause of humanity, must be cheered 
by the progress he has made. in so rishteous a 
cause ; and thus encouraged, a rentimiation of bis 
labours will donbdess reward him by the final ac- 
complishment of his virtuous and benevolent at- 
tempL The attention given to this subject by its 

J>artisans is a source of eternal renown. Never- 
ading wreaths of civic honour should be entwined 
round the brows of RomiQy and Mackintosh — and 
the parliament of 1820 will be gratefully hailed by 
every friend to the honour of his country, for having 
passed theae lawa, so much mUder in their import, 
and beoeflciai in their infloence. 

EDUCATION OF THE POOR. 

Mr. BaoDOHAW, having rendered an important 
service to his country in his efforts to establish a 

2 stem for the detection and remedy of existing 
uses in the management and appropriation of va- 
rious charitable funds and nstabUshments, eariy this 
session brought forward a plan for the edncatmn of 
the poor. tiuB subject, of the utmost importance-^ 
embracing so much to inter e^ th e better feeUngs of 
society, and opening so fineV||ld for discuaaion— 
waa not to receive the deaired^oncurrence of all 
partiea. Accordingly Mr. Brougham'a meaaure did 
not at thia period experience the aupport it needed : 
and having obtained leave to bring m hia bill, which 
waa road on the deventh of July for the first time, 
the meaaure unfortunately fell to the grouu4> 

STATE OP AGRICULTURE. 

Tri member for Surrey, M^. Holme Sumner 
moved for a select committee to take into considera- 
tion the agricultural state of the Oonntrjr,— the table 
of the houae being loaded with petitions from al 
parts of tko kingdom, complaining of its agricultu 
ral diatreas. The general prayer of theae petition 
waa for aome further reatnction upon the importa- 
tion of foreign com, under a conviction that the 
before-mentioned calamity waa much aggravated by 
the large importationa of grain from different parts 
of the continent. Theae vtowa of intended relief, 
gratifying aa they might be to the agriculturiata, 
were not indulf ed wi& equal complacency by the 
clasaea engaged in manufacturea and general com- 
merce — who, equally oppressed by the peculiar spi- 
rit of the times, were loud in their outcries of dis 
tress, which could not meet alleviation, but on ths 
contrary must experience much increase by any 
measure, however plausible, tending to raise tht 
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price of corn. The debates reealtiag from tiie mo- 
don of the memher for Sorrey, occupied the hooae 
for a conBiderable time ; and iHien the bil came to 
be argued, tho»e debates were protracted to a con- 
siderable length— and every minvtia connected 
. with the important questions which that motion in- 
Tolred elicited the best endeayonrs of the oommer- 
cml and landed interests ; and in Aeir conflicting 
apinionSy as well as those on both sides of the 
hoose, great ability was displayed. 

▲FVUCTING POSITION OF PUBLIC AFFAIRS. 

Thou en this bill promised mnch, yet it was 
speedily discoTered that no immediate remedy for 
existing eril coold possibly be devised ; and the only 
hope of eflectnally removing the aeneral distress 
must arise from the lenient band of time—when a 
oontinaance of peace, and a perseTorance in ri^ 
economy and calBcient retrenchment, might authorue 
a gradual and liberal diminution of taxation, and a 

feneral and improved increase of foreign markets, 
hese len^ened discussions were humiliating to 
national Keling, and painful to humanity, by the 
statements adduced of political and private wretch- 
edness, apparency irremediable, whidb at that time 
existed in many parts of the kingdom. Depreciated 
as our landed property was tben in value, and dark- 
ly as the olouds impended over our national prospe- 
rity, it yet was a nerer-fiailing source of true conso- 
lation to erery thinking person, who contemplated 
with a great degree of satisfaction the expanded 
views of liberal and enlightened policy whicn actu- 
ated ttie greater members of ministry and opposi- 
tion, whilst arguing on these sutvjects of leading 
import. And ue natural inference deduced from 
the candour manifested by all parties was such 
as to warrant the well grounded hope of the most 
beneficial results to the real interests of the com- 
munity, from the laudable endeavours of the house 
in their fritare parliamentary labours. 

PETITION OF LONDON MERCHANTS. 

As the period of misfortmie will soxoetimes 
achieve mirades, so the present crisis produced a 
most important petition from the great body of 
£«ndon merchants, enumerating the many and se- 
rious difficulties under which tfie commerce of the 
oountry laboured, which was introduced to the 
consideration of the commons by Mr. A. Barring, 
preluded by an able and well digested speech. This 
petition possessed, among other remarkable features, 
the abandonment of many ancient errors of the 
mercantile system, and the consequent praver fiar 
a commerce unrestricted by monopoly, and nraught 
with an entire freedom of trade, whiclr it recom- 
•-mended, as bdng most essentially conducive to 
promote individual enterprise, and national pros- 
perity. 

WATS AND MEANS FOR 1820. 

Oir the nineteenth of June, the chancellor of die 
exchequer brooght Ibrward the usual statement of 
flnaneial arrangem^^for the service of the year. 
On the subfeot of dpPvmy estimates, its expendi- 
ture, which for the year 1819 had been taken at 
eight million seven hundred and eighty-two thou- 
sand pounds, received an increase o/ eight hundred 
and four thousand pounds : which made an aggre- 
gate of nine million five hundred and eighty-«ix 
thousand i>onnds, a sum rendered necessary by the 
vigmentation of force the situation of the country 
demanded. The estimate of naval expenditure also 
went beyond that of the preceding year by one 
hundred and fifty thousand pounds ; being now 
calculated at six million five hundred and eighty- 
six thousand pounds. The sum total for the service 
of ^e current year, including the interest of the 
national debt, was estimated at fifty miUions five 
hun dred thousand poimds. The ways and means 
proposed to meet this enormous chiarge upon the 
em pire, were, exclusive of permanent revenues, the 
rontinnation of the customary annual taxes, amount- 
ing to three milUon pounds,— the sum of two million 
five hundred thousand pounds, fr^m the produce of 
the temporary excise dutiee, which bad remained 
m force since the war,— two hundred and forty 
thousand pounds arising from lottonf»— old naval 
stores, two hundred and sixty thoiuand pounds,— a 
loan of five million pounds,— seven million pounds 
of exchequer bills to be funded,— together with 
r'*^!^" J?*"^**" pounds, taken from the sinking 
fund. These vanotis items comprised the budget. 



and win be found to form in the 
quired sum, amounting to ttiirty mJllinii 

DELICATE SITUATION OF THEIR MAJ ESniS. 

Tbk attentien of the legislatare was nowa ra as e ^ 
and tUs posture of partmrnentary aSaim waddaailv 
arrested, and remsined so lor a ooosidondale 





of time, being almost exdusivdty 

unhappy situation of their mi^estiee. 

win remember, that reference has 

had to the proceedings which arooe in 

of charges exhibited against the quo 

her subordinate station, as prineew of 

•eqoence of which prooeeaittgs was 

triumphant exoneration and aoqvttal 

hif^ess, coupled with tko disgrace af he 

From ttiat period she had remained ia 

vacy, nearly amoantiag to total sed 

afterwards when, in parsaanca of 

frioids, or her own inclinations, ahe went 

her mode of Hfe raried, passing ia ra)F^ « 

through many distant ooantrtes. WkUst 

onnied in travelling, her name was 

berore the pubUo ; and except in the* 

of an occasional extract from faraigi 

none seemed to remember her long 

England. Plough the mfflion thi 

gardless, subsequent disclosures have 

tho conduct of her royal highness, daring 

denoe abroad, had been viadted with atriet 

and a fi>rmal inquiry had been instituted, 

if possible, to aocertafat what belief migbt be < 

ed to reports which had spread about, in 

ture affecting her character meet mataarWly. 

mours of an extremely pngudicEal eompleodoa 

current on the continent, charging the pi 

Wales with no less a dereUctiim off her high i 

than that of living in a state of 

with an indiridual whom she had rapidly 

from the obscure situation <^ her courier, to fhaC of 

the first post in her household. 

COMMISSION OF INQUIRY. 

An inquiry into the trntii or falsehood of so se- 
rious a charge was now absolutely ncoeeeu 
accordingly, it appears that the Engitah goi 
meat appointed oommissionen, wlio repairei to 
Germany and the Italian states, for the parpase af 
collecting evidence, touchinf these traasacrioas, 
which were so repeatedly stated to have occamd. 
The labours of these commissioners, in their eoBeci- 
ing of evidence, was not made public, no- wen 
any measures of publicity (hen adopted by ihe 
government, arising out of tibe infonsntioa oh* 
tained from the Milan committee. 

MR. BROUGHAM'S PROPOSlTIOll TO 

GOVERNMENT. 

In consequence of these reported moTemeals, it 
is supposed, in the month of June, 1819, Mr. Brabh- 
am, the acknowledged legal adviser, and ooaidea- 
tial servant of the princess of Wales, coanauaieated 
a proposition to the ean of Liverpool, d»ea prime- 
mmister to the prince regent, that the incMne «f 
thirty-five thousands pounds per annum, at that 
time enjoyed by her royal highness, but which wm 
to expire at the demise of the late king, should, ia 
lieu of terminating at tiiaf prendsed period, be se- 
cured to her for her natural life ; and that apsa 
this arrangement taking place, the jnincese shoaM 
undertake to reside abroad permanently ; and not 
assume, at any future time, the title or rank of 

2ueen of England I This singular propoaal was, at 
lie period, stated to be made widiont dm oo^Bi- 
sance or authority of the princess, or any kaawledge 
of it on her part. Such being the c ircumsta nem 
attending this fact, government aceovdingiy re- 
. plied, that there would be no indispoeitioa ea Iti 
part, at die proper eposh, to give due atteatioa ta 
the principle on whicn the proposal rested, provid- 
ed it received the sanction of her royal highness ; 
and in this manner was that negotiatioa dkea dis- 
posed of. 

PROPOSED COMPROMISE WITH QUEEN. 

By the accession of tJie king, when de /aet0, tlw 
princess, his consort, bc»came queen of Siigland, it 
tlien was imperative, that governnwnt should de- 
cide upon the line o^ conduct which was to be ob- 
served respecting her; and, in their determjnattoo, 
they appear to have selected a modeof comproause, 
which, to say nothing either in extenuation or 
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fherwita* would at least haro proTcated the odi- 
oiu trial that afterwaxds took place. This oom- 
promise was foimded upon the basis of Mr. Broagh- 
un's fonner proposal, and now required of the 
queen the quiet renouncement, or a priori, the 
non-assumption of her title, with her permanent 
•aula from the realm. Such a serious deteimina- 
tion on the part of the ministry, must have resulted 
from a Tery strony, if not thorough, conyiction on 
their minds of her .majesty's dehuqueney ; with a 
oonsequent persuasion or the ajMolute necessity 
for sQch compromise with guilt, to ensure the pa^ 
tamount safetv and welfare of the oonsdtation and 
the nation. Ifpon weaker grounds than these, it 
would be impossible to screen the conduct of mini- 
isters, by urgmg ought in their defence. That their 
after measures were ooncerted upon, and connect- 
•d with, the decision to refuse all public recogni* 
tion of her title, as strongly as 
gathered from their very first 

; when her name as pn 
preliminary necessarily expunged from 
the church liturgy, and the omission of it in her 
character of queen was, as already cursorily men- 
tioned, Wholly omitted by order of councU. 

OFFER OF FIFTY THOUSAND A YEAR TO 

QUEEN. 

Tmi next step taken by ministers was an ellbrt 
to obtain some dedaration from her majesty, re- 
co^naing on her part the same principles. To ef- 
fect tbia, Mr. Brougham was again applied to, and 
to him a memorandum was ceuflded to be eom- 
mnnicatcd to the queen. This memoranddm con- 
tained the teims on whioh goremment would treat 
with her m^jestv, and which was' an exact trans- 
eript of those Mr. Brougham had originated, sare 
that on the point of allowanee, in lieu of the thirt^r- 
fi?e thousand poundf, proposed by him, it was sug- 
gested to augment the sum to fifty thousand ponn& 
yesrlT. The rerbiage of which memorandum was 
as follows: 

" Iffth April, 18t0. 

" Tb a act of the Mth George III. cap. IfM), re- 
cognised the separation of the prince regent from 
the princess of \¥ales, and allotted a separate pro- 
vision for the princess. This prorislon was to con- 
tinue during ttie life of his lato nUQesty ; and to 
determine at his demise. In consequence of that 
eTont, it has altogether ceased, and no pnmsion 
can be made for her, until it shall please his ma^ 
jesty to recommend to parliament an anrangement 
for that mirpose. 

" Hie king is willing to recommend to parliament 
to enable his maontj to settle an annuity of fifly 
t hou s an d pounds a year upon the queen, tobeeS- 
joyed b^ her during her natural life ; and in lieu of 
any claim of jointure or otherwise, prorided she 
wiu engage not to come mto any piart of the Britiih 
dominions, and prorided she engages to tike some 
otiier name or title, than Aat of queen ; and not to 
exercise any of the rights or priTileges of queen, 
ctlMr than with respect to the appointment of law- 
oOcers, or to any proceeding in courts of justice. 
The annuity to eease upon the riolatiou of these 
engagements, namely, upon her coming Into any 
|»ort of the British dominions, or her assuming the 
title of queen, or her exercising anyofthe righti or 
pririlegcs of queen, other tlun above excepted, 
after the annuity shall hare been settled upon her. 
On her consent to an engagement on the abure 
conditions, Mr. Brougham is desired to obtain a de- 
claration to this elTect, signed by herself, and at the 
same time a full authority to conclude with such 
person as his majesty may appoint « fbnnal engage- 
ment upon these prmciples." 

A fact no less extraordinary ayowed itself, than 
that this memorandum transmitted to Mr. Brotgb- 
am, by lord Ltyerpool, by some ftttality was not 
communicated to her migesty, until, in the course 
of subsequent proceedings, some allusion being 
.' nade to it by his lordship, in a note addressed to 
the qneeu on the ninth of June ; when in her re- 
ply thereto, on the next day, she commands Mr. 
Brougham to state, "that the memorandum of 
April fifteenth, 1820, which the proposition made 
through lord Hutchiniion had appeared to super- 
sede, has also been now submitted to her maiesty 
lor the first time. 

The proposition now alluded to, as made through 
the medium of lord Uutchipson, arose from a tissue 
of difficulties and extremely delicate cii«nmstanccs, 



which wUl be dilated npon as the history proceeds^ 
In the interim. It Is hl^y necessary and proper to 
obserre, the great distance at whidi Mr. Broujriiam 
was statioaed tram his iUustrtous dient, offered 
no inconsiderable bar to that prompt despatoh^ 
which was so peculiariy desirable to Imt e been ob> 
seryed on an occasion of such finrt-rate importanoe. 
The queen, who was engaged in a travelling ex- 
cursion, bad passed about three months in the 
French dominions, and on quitting Toulon on the 
twenty-sixth Janiuoy, had returned to Tuscany in 
the commencement of February. Upto thatpmod, 
no official intimation was afforded hier of the death 
of George the Tlurd, the only intelligence die had 
acquired upon that subject, was from the newspa. 
poTS ; to which channels of infiirmation, she was 
indebted for the apprisid that her name had been 
omitted in the liturgy of the church. Towards the 
latter end of Uie same month, February, her ma- 
jesty yisitei Rmne, and upon her arrival in that 
city, she immediately assumed her title of qneet 
of bigland, demanding at tiie same time, a guard 
of honour from the papal government. Cardinal 
Gonsalvi, in reply to this requisition, stated, " timt 
as no communication on the snhject had been made 
to Uie papal government by tlie king of England 
and Hanover, or his ministers, his hoHness dU not 
know that ^ queen of England was in Rome, 
and in consequence could not grant her a guard of 
honour." 

QUEEN'S NARRATIVE. 

Incxvskd by this answer, her augesty wrote a 
letter dated the sixteenth March, describing the no> 
memus insulte, which she stated as having received 
from different courts, which letter appeared in all 
the English newspapers about the middle of April. 
*' During my residence at Milan," she observes, 
" in consequence of the infamous behaviour of Mr. 
Ompteda, (ho having bribed my servants to become 
the traduoen of my character,) one of my English 
gentlemen challenaed him ; the Austrian gov^m^ 
ment sent off Mr. Ompteda. I wrote myself to the 
emperor of Austria, requesting his protection 
agamst spies who em|doyed perscns to introduce 
themselves into my house, and particularly into my 
kitchen, to poison the dishes prepared for my table. 
I never received any answer to this letter. After 
this I was obliged to go into Germany to visit my 
relatives, the margravine of Baden, and the mar^ 
gravine of Barenm. The shortest road fbr my re- 
turn to Italy was through Vienna, and I took that 
road with the flattering hope that the emperor would 
protect me. Arrived at Vienna, I demanded public 
satisfaction finr the public insult I had received in 
Lombardy ; this was refused me and a new insmt 
was offered. Hie emperor refiised to meet me,' or 
to accept my visit." Lord Stewart, the English 
am b a ssador, having received a letter fkom me In- 
forming him of my intention of returning by Vienna, 
and of taking possession of his house there, (as It 
is the custom of foreign ambassadors to receive 
their princesses into their^|nses when travelling) 
absolutely refused me hislmise, left the town, and 
retired into the country. Lord Stewart afterwards 
wrote a very impertinent letter to me. which is now 
in Mr. Canning's hands, as I sent It to England. 
Finding the Austrian government so much influ- 
enced by the English ministers, I sold my viUa on 
the lake of Como, and settled myself quietly in the 
Roman estates. I tliere met with great eivOity lor 
some time, and protection against the spy Mr. 
Ompteda ; but tnm the moment I became queen of 
England, all civility ceased. 

" Cardinal Gonsalri has been much infldtnced 
since that period by the baron do Rydan the Hano- 
verian minister who succeeded Mr. Ompteda, de 
ceased. The baron de Rydan has taken an oath 
never to acknowledge me as queen of England 
and persuades every person to call me Caroline ot 
Brunswick. A guara has been refused me as 
Queen, which was granted to me as princess of 
Wales, because no commnnication has been re 
ceived from the British government announcing 
me as queen. My messenger was refused a pass- 

Jkort to England. I also experienced much insult 
irom the court of Turin. 

" Last year in die month of September, (I was 
then travelling incognito, under the name of the 
coimtess Oldi,) I went to the confines of the Aus- 
trian estates, to the first small town belonging to 
the king of Sardinia, on my way to meet Mr. 
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Urougham at Lyons, as the direct road lay throng 
Sarin. I wrote myself to the queen of Sardinia, 
mformiDg her that 1 conld not remain at Tiurin, be- 
iag anxlons to reach Lyons as soon as possible, and 
also that I was trareiting incognito; 1 received no 
answer to this letter. The postmaster at Bronio, 
the small post town near the viUa where I then re- 
sided, absolutely refused me post horses ; in conse- 
Suence of this refusal I wrote to Mr. Hill the £ng- 
sh minister at Turin, demanding immediate satis- 
fiction, and the reason of such an insult. Mr. Hill 
excused himself upon the plea of its being a misnn< 
derstandin^ ; and told me that post horses should 
be in readiness whenerer I should require them. 
I accordingly set out, and arranged to go through 
the town of Turin at night, and only to stop to 
change horses, but I received positive orders not to 
go through the town, but to proceed by a very cir- 
cuitous road, which obliged me to travel almost the 
whole night in very dangerous roads, and prevent- 
ed me from reaching the post town (where I should 
have passed the night) till five in the morning, 
when, by going through Turin, I might have reach- 
ed it by ten at nighL 

<* Finding so much difficulty attending my tra- 
velling, 1 thought the most proper mode for me to 
pursue would be to acquaint the high personages 
of my intention of passing the winter at Lyons, 
or in the neighbourhood of Lyons, prerious to my 
intended return to England in the spring. I ad- 
dressed a letter to the French minister for foreign 
aShirs^ informing him of my intentions, and also 
that 1 wished to preserve the strictest incognito. 
No notice was taken of this letter ; and one address- 
ed to the prefect of Lyons met with like contempt. 
In fact from the serenth October to the twenty- 
sixUi January, the day 1 embarked from Toulon for 
Leghorn, I receired so much insult frum the gov- 
ernor and prefect, that I almost considered my life 
in danger, unprotected as I then was in such a 
country. Another motive induced me to leave it. 
Mr. Brougham could not fix the period for meeting 
me any where in France. 

" I haTe written to lord Liverpool and 'lord Cas< 
tlereagh demanding to have my name inserted in 
the liturgy of the church of England ; and that or- 
ders be given to all British ambassadors, mintsters, 
and consuls, that I should be receired and acknow- 
ledged as the queen of England ; and after the 
speeeh made by lord Castlereagh in the house off 
commons in answer to Mr. Brougham, I do not ex- 
pect to receire further insult. I haTO also demand- 
ed that a palace may be prepared finr my reception. 
England is my real home to which I shall imme- 
diately fiy. 1 have dismissed my Italian court, re- 
taining only a sufficient number of persons to con- 
duct me to England; and if Buckingham house, 
Marlborough house, or any other palace is refused 
mo, 1 shall take a house in the country till my 
firiends can find a house for me in London. I hare 
sent a messenger to England to make the proper 
arrangements tor that purpose." 

Tbe letter addressed^ uus occasion to lord Lirer- 
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as follows 
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" ROMB, 16th March, 1820. 
The queen wishes to be informed through the 
medium of lord Liverpool, first minister to the king, 
for what reason or motiTe the queen's name is left 
out of the general prayers, with a view to prevent 
all her snlgects from paying her such res|>ect as is 
doe to her. And it is an equally great omission to- 
wards the king, that his consort queen should be 
obliged to submit to such neglect, as if the arch- 
bishop was in perfect ignorance of the real exist- 
ence of the queen Carohne of England. Tbe queen 
is desirous that lord Liverpool should communicate 
this letter to the archbishop of Canterbury. Lord 
Lirerpool will with difficulty beliere how much the 
queen was surprised at this first act of cruel tyran- 
ny towards her; since she had been informed 
through the newspapers of the twenty-second Feb- 
ruary, that, in the course of the debates in the 
house of commons, lord Castlereagh, one of his best 
friends, assured the queen's attorney-general that 
the king's servants would not use towards the queen 
any inattention or harshness. And after that speech 
of lord Castlereagh the ^ueen is surprised to find 
her name left out of the hturgy, as if she no longer 
existed in this world. "*' 



and that she will receive a ucSatactory ana 
lord Liverpool. 

" Carolinb Qosks.* 

HER MAJESTY'S PROGRESS. 

Th k difiusive publication of these letters natOFal 
ly excited a general idea that her m^esty weaiU 
instantly shape her course fbr England : it «rn« csb»- 
fidently asserted that her ma^aty was rapidly pro- 
ceeding thither ; and eren the public joamam ae 
far lent themselves to busy rumour as to anaoonce 
that she had reached Calais, and would ** be fas Do- 
ver on the following day, the nineteenth of April T 
Concurring reasons, however, induced her m^jcvty 
to prolong her visit at Rome, so that alie did not ar- 
rive until the ninth of the next month at Genev-a* At 
that place she despatched a letter to Mr. Broo^ha^ 
requiring }dB immediate attendance, either there, or 
at one of the French sea-ports. Upon the arrivnl of 
these despatches from her nuyesty, a 

as held in London by Hi 



Denman, aided by others ttie friends of the qneen, 
the result of which deliberation was. an hmnMc r^ 



quest from Mr. Brougham that her majesty weald, 
without any loss of time, repair to Cakte ; fntas 
whence she would easily hold communications with 
tbe shores of England— it being at that jnnctnre ut- 
terly impossible to foretel in bow many and wmnaat 
Eoints it might be requisite for her law oAcers ts 
ave access to, or consult the queen r*>^ pt*i»ig her 
wishes and her riews. 

Punraant to this advice her mt^eaty quitted Ge- 
nera, directing Mr. Brougham to meet her, on the 
thirtieth of May, at St. Omers. To further diis in- 
terriew, the queen proceeded to D^on, and ftom 
thence to Montebard, where she was joined by Mr. 
Wood, an alderman, and one of the representativee 
in parliament for the city of London. This geodo- 
man was a great favourite, and highly popular 
among the working classes and the lower orders of 
the people : and his name will often recur, as well 
as Uaat of Lady Anne Hamilton, who had formerly 
belonged to her mi^O'ty's household, and who now 
at the same place hastnied to r<9oin her. 

Whaterer might be the representationa made by 
these new attendants, or whatOTer riewa dus en- 
largement of her suite might elicit, is atill involved 
in mystery : yet it was obvious to thoae who had 
paid attention to her morements — which, prior ts 
the appearance of these individuals, had been alow 
and apparently of uncertain character— that a f^esh 
impetus seems to huTo resulted f^tm dbeir aiziva^ 
as thenceforward the queen pursued her route in a 
more rapid and determined manner. On the 
ty-ninth she arrived at Vmeneuve le Roi. _ 
Whence her mijesty wrote two letters, <me nddv 
ed to the duke of York— the contents of which i 
met the pnblio eye— Uie other to lord Lireipool, 
declaring her intention of being in London in five 
days ; desiring that a royal yacht should be in readi. 
ness for her at Calais, the port she proposed em- 
barking firom; and that a residence should be pre. 
pared for her temporary or more permanent hafaita* 
tion. By the same despatch Ledy Anne HamiUon 
addressed a letter, in her mi^sty's nanse, to tbe 
first lord of the admiralty, lord MelviOe, reqneatiag 
him to give the necessary orders that one of the 
royal yachts should be in attendance at Calais, at 
the latest, on the third of June. The promptitude 
of these wishes and determinations clearly eviden- 
ced that her majesty seemed to have viewed her si- 
tnation in a difi!erent point than heretofore; for the 
courier who bore her commands to Mr. Brougham 
to attend upon her at St. Omers, where she had re- 
solved to wait for him, could barely reach Loudon 
sooner than Wednesday or Thursday, and Mr 
Brougham's arrival at St. Omers could not by any 
possibility be efTected at the earliest before Friday ; 
and yet her m^esty apprised lord liverpo^ with 
her full intention to be in London on the Saturday I 
Mr. Brougham reached Dover, on his road to attend 
her miyesty, on Friday ; and on the same day again 
departed for St. Omers, accompanied by lord 
Hutchinson: at this place they arrived on the af- 
ternoon of Saturday, and took op their abode at 
different hotels. 

MISSION OF LORD HUTCHINSON. 
This nobleman, who went in company with Mr 



Tbe queen trusts before she Brougham to St. Omers, had been formerly one of 



arrives in England these matters will be corrected, I the queen's friends, and was at that time in the 
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iid^ioe ut the kine. The miMioii cooftded to him 
wAn of a highly deueate nature, and ono which de^ 
mandcd great jadgmeat and mach diecretioD to di4> 
charge it properly. The ministera of the king having 
determined upon the evidence, which had been now 
for aome length of tine in their posseesion, had re> 
selred that the queen could nerer be received in 
England with the dignified honoum attendant upon 
ber royal station ; and being anxiun^, upon every 
eonaideration, to avert the necessity of bringing 
such evidence before tho public eye, tbey to ihe 
latent moment indulged the hope, that her mijeaty 
would ultimately be induced to consent to remain- 
ing abroad in a state of incognito, sooner than risk 
the alternative of the disclosures in their power to 
make. 

The communication which Mr. Brougham had 
1»een directed to snbmit to the qacen on this sub- 
ject, so long back as April the fifteenth, was under- 
stood by ministers as forming the basis of that gen- 
tleman's negotiation, whenever he should have a 
Krsonal interview with her majesty ; and the duty 
d Hutchinson was commanded to undertake was 
to bo considered as wholly unnecessary to be pro- 
ceeded in. In the event of a successful issue to the 
proposition from the queen's own advocate. As a 
fte pluji ultra in the possible, but scarcely anticipa^ 
ted, rejection of overtures, on the nart of the queen 
— overtures which the members of government had 
at least persuaded themselves met with no oppo- 
nent, in her legal adviser, and attomey>general ; — lo 
meet, however, such extreme case, lord Hutchinson 
was directed to present himself to her nugosty, and 
in consideration of her former friendship, and also 
in virtue of his situation as the friend or the khig, 
he was empowered, as the last resource on the part 
of the ministry, as well as being an act of justice 
due to the queen herself, to impress upon her in 
the most urgent manner the Important resolve 
which government had been compelled to take ; 
and to convince her that no other altematiTe re- 
mained, if she persisted in her determination of 
landing in England, than to exhibit against her 
a public accusation of adultery. A mysterious veil 
has to the present moment shrouded this important 
period at the history of the unfortunate queen— the 
introduction of lord Hutchinson to her majesty by 
Mr. Brougham ; which took place immediately on 
dieir arrival, and before the official communication 
entrusted to the queen's advocate had been pre- 
sented to her, is an event that has never been elu- 
cidated, though it is well known such was the ex- 
traordinary course that was nnhappOy pursued. 
' Her miuesty had reached St. Omers the day be- 
fore the arrival of Mr. Brougham, who waited upon 
her without delay, and at once informed her mat 
lord Hutchinson had come in the spirit of former 
friendship to make some proposals to her in the 
name of the king. Her reply was, that she would 
be baj^py to receive him ; and in consequence his 
lordship was immediately introduced. A situation 
more onbarriusing than that of lord Hutchinson, at 
such a momen^ can scarcely be conceived ; for it 
appears, that although he remained for some time 
with her mi^esty, no conversation arose, except 
upon topics whoUy forei^p to the intended purpose 
or the meeting. Her mi^esty could not well be ex- 
pected to commence such a subject ; and his lord- 
ship, of course, could not allude to it himself. As 
the part specifically assigned to his performance, 
was not to be entered upon, till he was apprised 
that a complete failure mid attended the negotia- 
tion of Mr. Brougham, from whom on the following 
day, lord Hutchinson received this note :— 

** Mr ..Brougham haying humbly submitted to the 

!uecn, that he had reason to believe that lord 
lutcbinson had brougiit over a proposition from 
the king to her majesty, the queen nas oeen pleased 
to command Mr. Brougham to request lord Hutch- 
inson to communicate any such proposition as soon 
as possible in writing, the bearer of this, (count 
Yassali) win wait to receive it from your lordship. 
** June 4tfa, IttO." 

To this lord Hutchinson sent a written answer, 
stating that his lordship had no written proposals 
in his possession, but merely some scattered memo* 
randa on scraps of paper. Mr. Brougham instantly 
returned the following reply : — 

" Mr, Brougham is commanded by the queen to 
express to lord Hutchinson her migesty's surprise 
at nis lordship not being ready to state the terms 



of the propositSon of which he is the bearer; but as 
lord Hutchinson is desirous of a few hours' delay, 
her majesty will wait tiutil five o'clock, in the ex- 
pectation of receiving a communication from hia 
lordship at that hour. 

'' Two o'clock, 4ih June, 1820." 

At five o'clock, Mr. Brougham received the an- 
swer as follows : — 

** Sir — In obedience to the commands of tho 
queeo, I have to inform yon that I am not in pos«es- 
sion of any proposition,or ptvpositions detailed in a 
specific form of words, which I could lay before her 
m^enty ; but I can detail to you for her informa- 
tion the subtance of many oonvcnvations held with 
lord Liverpool. His mejesty's ministers propose 
that fifty thousand pounds per annum should 
be settled on tlie tjueen for life, rubject to such 
conditions as the kmg may impose. I have also 
reason to Jaiaw that the conditions likely to be 
imposed by his majesty are, that the queen is not 
to assume the style and title of oueen of England, 
or any title attached to the royal family of England. 
A condition is also to be attached to this grant, th%t 
she is not to reside in any part of the united king- 
dom, or even to vidit Euf land. The consequence 
of such a visit will be an immediate message to par- 
liament, and an entire end to all compromise and 
negotiation. I believe that there is no other con- 
dition — I am sure none of any importance. I think 
it right to send to you an extract of a letter from 
Lord Liverpool to me, his words are : — * It is mate- 
rial that her majesty should know confidentially, 
that if she should be so Ul-advised as to come over 
to this country, there must be then an end to all 
negotUUUm and compromise.' The decision, I may 
say, is taken to proceed against her as soon as she 
sets her foot on the British shores. 

" I cannot conclude this letter widiout my hum- 
ble, though serious and sincere supplication, that 
her nuuesty will take these propositions into her 
most calm consideration, and not act with any 
hurry or precipitation on so important a sutgect. I 
hope that my adrice wiU not be misinterpreted. I 
can have no possible interest which would induce 
me to give fallacioxis counsel to the queen. But let 
the event be what it niay. I shall console myself 
with the reflection, that Ihave performed a pain- 
ful duty imposed upon me, to the best of my judg- 
ment and consdenco, and in a case, in the decision 
of which the kingf the oueen, the government and 
the people of England are materially interested. 
HaTing done so, I fear neither obloquy nor misre- 
presentation. I certainly should not nave wished 
to have brou^t matters to so precipitate a conclu- 
sion ; but it IS her majesty's decision and not mine. 
I am conscious that I have performed my duty to- 
wards her with every possible degree of feeling 
and delicacy. I hare been obliged to make use of 
your brother's hand, as I write with pain and diffi- 
culty, and the queen has refused to give any, even 
the shortest delay. 

" I have the honour to be. 
Sir, 
** With great regard, 

/' Your most obedient, 

** Humble servant, 

" HUTCaiNSON. 

SUDDEN DEPARTURE OF HER MAJESTY 
FROM ST. OMERS. 

Imnkdiatrlt on the perusal of this letter by the 

Sl^ueen ; at her request^ Mr. Brougham made the 
olio wing answer in writing : — 

*' Mr. Brougham is commanded by the queen to 
acknowledge the receipt of lord Hutchinson's let- 
ter ; and to inform his lordship, that it is quite im- 
possible Cor her mi^esty to listen to such a proposi- 
tion. 

" Five o'clock, 4th June, 1890." 

A very few minutes had elapsed, after this com- 
munication, when the queen abruptly left Mr. 
Brougham, and stepping into her carriage/ it was 
ordered to drive off with the utmost speed. So 
sudden and unexpected was this departure of her 
m^esty, that Mr. Brougham was scarcely sensible 
that she had quitted the room, till he beheld her in 
the carriage, and departing, as he was standing at 
the window. 

The motive which induced this stranpe conduct 
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on the part of the queen, waa aaciibed to a «uddea 
tnapicion which aseailed her, and which ahe did 
nut think it couaiatent with pradence, to oommani- 
cate even to her attorney-general. A very ahort 
time prenona thereto, it had been cursorily men- 
tioned by lord Hntchinaon, that he expected a cou- 
rier every inatant to arrive from Paria. This caan- 
al observation led her maieaty to conceive the er- 
roneoua notion, that hostility moat be the intended 
object of this courier, from a cmrt which had in- 
variably manifeated a marked diarespect in ita 
meaaurea toward her, and that as a cliaax, it 
might probably end in an interception ai her jour- 
ney, by the agency 6f France. She therefore in- 
atantly embracing thia idea, took, the resolution of 
aettin^ off with such celerity, leat the delay of a 
few minutea might beget time for the arrival of a 
meaaenger, fraught with powera to refnae her U»e 
meaua of travelling unrestrained : and influenced 
by thia apprehenaion, ahe lost no tune In horryiog 
on board an Engliah packet^wat the moment she 
reached the port of Calaia. Thia courier to whom 
lord Hutchinson alluded, had been despatched to 
Paris with letters to hia lordship's nephew, at that 
^e residing there, requesting bim to hasten to St 
Omers to assist hii^, in case of necessity, as his con- 
Adential amanuensis. 

At the very moment when her nuoesty, swayed 
by this panic, was huxryiag away, lord Hutchinson 
was employed in writing the following letter, which, 
after the queen's departure* was delivered to Mr. 
Brougham: 

" St. OuRMf Jive a^ciock, 
4th June, 18t0. 

" Mr DcAR Sir,— Ishoud wish that yon would 
enter into a more detailed explanation ; but to show 

Jon my anxious and aincere wish fw an aocommo- 
ation, I am willing to aend a courier to England to 
ask for further instruction, provided her majesty 
will cunununicate to you whether any part of the 

Sroposition which I have made would be acceptable 
>ber; and if there is any thing which she may 
wish to offer to tho Hngliah government on her 
part, I am frilling to make myself the medium 
through which it may pass. 

'* I have the honour to be, tec. 

" HUTCUlMaON." 

This letter was despatched immediately to her ma' 
jesty in an enclosure from Mr. Brougham, and was 
received on board by alderman Wood; but as her 
maiesty was then laid doim and asleep, a couple of 
hours elapsed ere an opportunity presented itself 
for delivering it to her hands. Having perused it, 
her nu^esty desired the alderman to axxnowledge 
the receipt of it, and to add thereto, that she saw 
no reason for altering the course adopted by her. 

The individual with whom the crime of adultery 
was alledged to have taken place so repeatedly, was 
named Bartoloipeo Berganu ; and he having acooui' 
panied her miuesty as far as to St. Omers, Oiere re- 
quested permission to withdraw his froiber services, 
and received his dismission in consequence. Mr. 
Brougham stOl remaimed at St. Omers ; and the 
only persons in attendance upon the queen, at the 
period of her embarking for England, with the ex- 
^tion. of menial servants, were her prot4g6 Mr. 
Wuliam Austin, of whom so much surmise has taken 

Elace, lady Anne Hamflton, Alderman Wood, and 
IS son. 

LANDING OP QUBBN CAROLINE IN ENG- 
LAND. 

On Tuesday the sixth of June, at one o'clock, after 
an absence of six years, her maiesty set foot once 
more on the shores of Britain. The queen was re- 
ceived, on her landing at Dover, with the most 
heartfelt expressions of joy, and demonstrations of 
welcome, hv myriads of people, who had assembled 
on the beach to hail her return to England. A tri- 
umphal procession was arranged, preceded by a 
Tariety of flags with inscriptions appropriate to the 
occasion, from the place of landing to the principal 
ini^ She left Dover at half-past six in the evening, 
and slept that night at Canterbury ; which place, 
after receiving the compliments of tli^ corporation, 
she quitted the next morning, and, anxious to pro- 
ceed, arrived in London that afternoon. 

Prior totiie queen leaving Dover, slie received an 
tlJ'Sf^SS!! is? inhabitants, congratulating her on 
her reachug this country, as woU as on htr acces- 




sion to die throne, as queen consort. Her 
was gracious, dignified, and appropriate to her new 
situation. She expressed her nnftagned daii^t in 
once more being united vrith so generous and mntiln 
a nation ; and her hope that the time wonld cmiicc, 
when sho would be permitted to promote Ae hap- 
piness of her htuband's sut^ecls. 

On each part of the road her progrees ^ns aark- 
ed, and her presence greeted by the coasregnted 
masses of peo|de, with every unequivocal ti 
of devotion, and every demonstration of 

and joy that time and possibility eoold adii 

her nearer approach to the capital^ die cnvalcwfe 
which preceded her carriage increased to soch « snv- 
prisiag extent, that it mi^t be thoni^t a aaiion ef 
cavaliers, winged vrith die spirit of ancient dtivalrv, 
had flown to coofrratnlate her arrival, and ' 
her escort ; whilst the metropolis, at the sa 

poured forth its miUion from all quartets, 

tnally to retard the procession. The queen havina 
finally resolved to take op her temporary " ^- iilm ia 
at the dwelling of alderman Wood, in S«Milb Aiailey 
street, the growing cavalcade took the voate ap 
Pall MaU, passing the king's palace with aboois of 
triumphant exultation, and at last gainad tke aUer- 
man's house ; at which place her tut^emtf ai^y^^i 
and subsequently came forward, at the load aad 
reiterated request of the immense ooncoone, ta the 
balconies of the house— and by thia, and other mem 
of condescension, testified the grateful aease ahe ea> 
tertained of the rapturous reoejition which she h^ 
met vrith during her journey, umic after the qi 
had withdrawn from the windows, aad even 
the chief part of the nij^t, mnltitades of the 
classes still remained collected aionad the 
discussing the events tA the day : illaniiBaiH» 
called for, with no small voice, in the 
streets ; and complied with, by many froa a fMt 
of real exultation, and others from the dread mn- 
nising what the clamouis of die ponulaoe 
ed, made darkness visible, so that the 
became general — but net before die 
divers outrages had taken place. 

If the queen's friends were thus oa thei 
snpineneas could be asar9>ed to the w>a«*8if«f _ ^ „^ 
king, as during this her m^esty's triamfAiaat Ma- 
gross they had been engaged in dellberaliaiis apoa 
the measures which her snddea aad alMoet aaea- 
pected arrival in England rendered it expcdteat fiir 
them ti> pursue^ Intelligence had been laceivad b* 
them of the queen's positive refusal ta aegeriHB 
on the evenhag of Monday the fifth of Jnne^ at wMeh 
time they were also infunned of her e m baik atsan at 
Calais. A cabinet council was held at hnrd Liver- 
pooPs house, on the sane night, which imm imlili a al 
ame o'clock, and oontinoed till past twelve ia 
conference. The ministers resumed tfieii — 
dons the next morning, and protracted 
near one ; adionming only for the '*^pi*rli t 
bosiness till half-past nine the same night. Duiag 
the interval of this a^ioumment, the two houessf 
parliament assembled at ^eir usual hoar, aad tte 
king went in state to the hooie of lorda abont ive 
o'clock, and gare the royal assent to several bOhL 
including the dvU list UU, which had dien iiat 
passed. 

THE KING'S MESSAGE TO PARLIAMENT. 

ImmsdIai^ilt afterwards laid Urarpool haeagat 
down the subsequent message from the kiut, • *'^ * 
waa read from the woolsack by the loid ' 
Eldoa: 



** OiOBai R. 



it 



Tbb kins thipks it necessary, in oeiisaqi»««« 
of the arrival of th^ queen, to commanicato te the 
hdus^ of lords certain papers reqwcting d^ ooa- 
dnct of her m^festy since her departure ftan this 
kingdom, which he recommends to the iaoaedisie 
and serious attention of this house. 

** The king has felt the most anxtens desbe to 
avert the necessity of disclosures and disfassfmii, 
which must be as painfid to his people as they caa 
be to himself; but the step now taken by theqaeea 
leaves him no alternative. 

" The kinff has the fullest conAdence, that In een- 
sequence of this communication, the honee of locds 
win adopt that course of proceeding wUdbi the Jar 
dee of the case, and the honour aad dignity of Us 
majesty's crown may require." 

Lord Liverpool then hud on the table the papers 
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referred to hi his maieat^fl mrMage, contained ia 
a green bag ; and has lordahip pro^sed that his 
m^esty's message should be taken into considera- 
tion on the following daj, when he meant to moTO 
an address npon it. " The terms of the address," 
Us lordship^ observed, ** would be such as not to 
l^edge their lordships to any thin^ further than 
to thank his mi^esty for his communication, and to 
assure him, that their lordships would adopt that 
course of proceeding which the justice of the case 
and the honour and dignity of the crown should ap- 
pear to require." His lordship added—" that he 
ahonld then move to refer the papen he had laid ' 
on the table to a secret committee, having, for its 
object to inquire whether any, and what coune of 
proceeding should be adopted." 

The same message from the king, accompanied 
by a duplicate bag of papers, was carried to the 
house ofcommons by lord Castlereagh ; who stated 
that he should pursue precisely the same proce- 
dures as those wnich lord Liverpool had announced 
in the upper house. 

The notification of lord Liverpool originated no 
discussion ; but immediately upon this motion of 
lord Castlereagh being put by the speaker, Mr. Grey 
Bennett commenced an attack, by assailing the con- 
duct of miniiters ; in which he demanded to know, 
whether a letter^ which had appeared in a public 
journal, nurportmg to be a letter from lord Hutch- 
inson to Mr. Brougham was a gennine document or 
not f Whether lord Hutchinson had been instruc- 
ted by his nu^esty's ministers to tender to the 
^ueen a proposal, that she should renounce all 
nght, title, and claim to the name, dignity, and hon- 
ours of queen of England 1 And wheUier the bribe 
offered her for making this renunciation was an in- 
come of fifty thousand a-year as stated herein f 
Lord Castlereagh, in a vein of irony, replied, that 
" out of tenderness to the honourable gentleman, 
and with a view to allow him time to reflect upon 
the subiect, he should decline answering the ques- 
tions which he had then put ; for he appealed to die 
good sense of the house, whether* any answer was 
necessary considering Uie very grave communica- 
tioa which had just been made to it." Mr. Brough- 
am complained that an imperfect statement of the 
transactions at St. Omers had that morning made 
its appearance in the newspapers, and also cen- 
sured the publication of lord Hntchinson's letter. 
He did not however elucidate or explain away any 
of the misrepresentations or misstatements. He 
avowed that he was at a loss to .coi^ecture to 
whom 0o great and palpable a breach of confidence 
as this publication of lord Hutchinson's letter could 
be asoiibed ; and observed that whatever the mer- 
its of the case now at issue against the queen 
might be, the defence of ministers must solely rest 
upon their clearly proving, that her~ migesty's 
landing in England had not only pieclnded other 
measures, but rendered impossible all further for- 
bearance on their parts. 

THE QUEEN'S COMMUNICATION TO HOUSE 
OF COMMONS. 

Thk following day, Jime seventh, prior to the 
taking the king's message into consideration, Mr. 
Brougham read to the house the communication from 
the queen which follows: 

" The qncen thinks it necessary to inform the 
bouse of commons, that she has been induced to re- 
turn to England, in consequence of the measures 
pursued against her honour and her peace for some 
time by secret agents abroad, and lately sanctioned 
by the conduct of the government at home. In 
adopting this coarse, her majesty has had no other 
purpose whatsoever but the defence of her charac- 
ter, and the maintenance of those just rights, which 
have devolved upon her by the death of ^at revered 
monarch, in whose high honour and unshaken af- 
fection she had always found her surest support. 

" Upon her arrival, the queen is surprised to find 
tfiat a message has been sent down to parliament 
requiring its attention to written documents ; and 
she learns with still greater astonishment that there 
is an faitention of proposing that these should be 
r^erred to a select committee. It is this day four- 
teen years since the first charges were brought 
forward against her miQeety. Then and upon every 
occasion during that long period, she has shown the 
utmost readiness to meet her accusers, and to meet 
the fullest inquiry into her conduct. She now also 
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desires an open larestigatiou. In which she may see 
both the charges and the witnesses against her ; a 
privilege not denied to the meanest subject of the 
realm. In the Uoe of the sovereign, the parlia- 
ment, and the country, she solemnly protests 
against the formation or a secret tribunsl to ex- 
amine documents, privately prepared by her adver- 
saries, as a proceeding unuown to the law of the 
land, and a flagrant violation of all the principles of 
jui^tice. She relies with full confidence upon the 
integrity of the house of commons for defeating the 
only attempt she has any reason to fear. 

'* The queen cannot forbear to add, that even be- 
fore any proceedings were resolved npon, she had 
been treated in a manner too well calculated to 
prcrjudge her case. The omission of her name in 
the liturgy ; the wiOiholding the means of convey- 
ance usmdly afforded to ul the branches of the 
royal family ; the refusal even of an answer to her 
application for a place of residence in the royal 
mansions ; and the studied slight of the Enghsh 
ministers abroad, and of the a|(ents of all foreign 
powers over whom the Enghsh government Lad 
any influence, must be viewed .av measures de- 
signed to prejudice the world against her, and 
could only have been justified by tnal and convic- 
tion." 

PROCEEDINGS IN THE COMMONS. 

Wrbm this communication had been read, lord 
Castlereagh moved the order of the day for taking 
Uie message of the king into consideration. His 
lordship, alter entering at great length into a de- 
fence of the conduct of ministry, conchided a speech 
of considerable ability, with moving, that the papers 
contained in the sealed bag, wmch he on the 
preceding day presented to the house, should be 
referred to a select committee, in order to consider 
fully the matter thereof, and to report tiiereon 
their opinions to the house accordingly. The ap- 

S>intment of a committer was resisted by Mr. 
rougham, who proceeded to a minute examina- 
tion of the proposals made to her m^esty through 
the intervention of lord Hutchinson ; these he com- 
mented upon; and in the severest terms deeply re> 
probated. 

STATEMBKT OF MINISTERS. 

Mr. Canning rose to follow Mr. Brougham. 
He declared that next to the desire which was the 
nearest his heart, that this inauiry mig^t be even 
now avoided, he cherished uie hope, that she, 
who was chiefly interested in the result of this in- 
quiry, would come out of the trial superior to the 
accusation. He next defended the conduct of mi- 
nisten in proposing terms of compromise to her, 
and in endeavourmg to open a negotiation with 
her. He then alluded Tery stroncly to the propoa- 
ab which had originated with Mr. Brougham in 
1819. He said ministers had been inadvertent 
enough to receive a communication under the seal 
of such rigid secrecy, ttiat he must abstain from 
stating its contents, although he held the PM^i* in 
his hand : nor could he even state the quarter from 
whence it came, though that would be very materi- 
al, but when goaded by wanton and unnecessary 
insult he must mention to the house that, in July 
1819, a statement had been given to government, 
under an obligation of keeping it secret, discussing 
erery one of the propositions which had been made 
in the present instance to her m^esty. He said he was 
precluded from Ftating its actual contents ; but thus 
much he would say feariessly, ttiat not one propo- 
sition had been made by his m^esty's ministeiv, 
which had not its prototype in the suggestion thus 
made to government, for the eventual guidance of 
its conduct. When drawing his speech to a conclu- 
sion, Mr. Canning lamented, that the projected and 
much to be desired negotiation at St. Omers had 
faDed, and in continuatioai said, ** For this result no 
blame could be attached to the honourable and 
learned genfleman, (Mr. Brougham,^ or to the no- 
ble lord who accompanied him. Other advice, no 
donht, had been given to her mi^esty, advice which, 
if it had not proceeded from bad intention, was not 
characterised by absolute wisdom. But that adTice, 
at least the Ikilure of the negotiation, had forced 
this appeal to parliament." 

Several other members having delivfircd theii 
consequent opinions on this subject, Mr. Wilber 

t SG 
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Ibrce roM ta rceoBUMind a diort delay, in the ex- 
pectaat hope of some mode of nompromiM being 
yet actaieimble, and accordingly mored tiiat the 
nretent debate be adHpurned antil the Friday next 
roOowing. Lord Casuereagh eaid he would not op- 
poee the motion for this delay, as it marked the 
spirit whieh perraded the house, which spirit was 
perfectly in unison with tiiat npon winch ministera 
nad fhemselTee acted. He coiud not, however, he 
added, be responsible for the effect of such delay ; 
indeed it was his foH oonriction, that little, if any 
good could be anticipated or expected from it; bat 
be was not therefore the less disposed to bow to 
the wisdom of those who professed a different riew 
of and opinion on this subject. The adjournment 
of {be house in consequence took place. 

PROCEEDINGS IN THE HOUSE OF LORDS. 

In the house of peers, the motion of lord lAreT- 

SN>1 lev a secret committee was carried without a 
rislon. His lordship obserrad, ** that die appoint- 
ment of this committee would in no respect pre- 
judge tlie queenii case, as their business would be 
not to oondenm, but merely to inquire whetiier 
there were sufRtdent reasons far ulterior proceed- 
ings. The adulterous intercourse of which her ma- 
jesty was suspected, having been committed with a 
foreigner, did not aaMont to treason ; it was not 
even an hidictable offence ; it was a mere civil in- 
jury. Tlie affUr, therefore, could not come before 
theiir lordships in their judicial capacity, according 
to the common forms of law. Neither could they 
be called upcm to decide npon it in the shape of an 
impeachment; far how could any person be im- 
peached for tfaAt which the law treated as a simple 
rivil iiuurvf It was, therefore, only legislatively 
that the lords could have to deal with this matter, 
and befaiv any definitive legislative measure should 
be proposed with respect to it, a committee should 
inquire whether any, and what steps were necessary 
to be taken.** 

A secret committee, oonsbttng of fifteen peers, 
was accordingly diesen by bafiot; but in conse- 
quence of a negotiation instituted by the house of 
oommais, the meetinjf ef the eoraadttee was post- 
poned by varioos a^joomments, in the hope that 
ulterior proceedings might even then be avoided. 
All overtures for a compromise being finally re- 
jected by her migesty, the secret committee made 
its report on ^e fourth of July, in the folIowii)g 



" Bt the lords' committees appointed a secret 
committee to examine the papers laid before Hm 
house of lords on Tuesday the sixth of Jane last, in 
two sealed bags, by his majesty's command, and to 
report ttiereupon as they shall see fit; and to whom 
have been since referred several additional papers 
in two sealed bags, by his nu^eety'b command, re- 
lative to the snlgect matter of his m^esty's most 
gradous message of the sixth of June last. 

" Ordered to report, that the committee have ex- 
amined, with an the attention due to so important 
a suMeet, the documents kdd befave them; and 
they -find that flieee documents contata allegations 
supported by the conc ur rent testimony of a great 
number of persons in rarious situations of life, and 
residing in different parts of Europe, which deeply 
airect the honour of the queen, diarging her mi^esty 
with an adulterous connection with a foreigner, 
originally in iwr service in a menial capacity, and 
attributing to her nudesty a condnned series of oon- 
«lnot highly unbecoming her mitfesty's rank and sta- 
tion^and of the most lioentioas cliaracter. 

" These charges appear to the committee to be 
calooiated so deeply to aflhot, not only the honour 
of the queen, but also the dIgnStv of the crown, and 
the moral fading and honour of the country, that, 
in their opinion, it is necessary they should become 
the subject of a solemn inquiry, which it appears to 
the committee may be best efleoted in the course 
of a legislative proceeding, the necessity of which 
thflv eannot but most deeply deplore." 
^ On the subsequent day, lord Dacre presented the 
•oDowing petition from the queen :— 
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» qneen diserving the most extraordinary 
report made br the secret oommittee of the house 
or lords, now lying upon the taUe, represents to 
th« house that she Is prepared at this momofit to 



defend herself against it, as fitf ai 

stand its import. Her m^^esty has akw Co 

that there are various weighty matters toaekiBSlte 

same, which it is absoIutcSy necessary, wSda a i ~ 

to her future defence, to have detailed in the 

sent stage of the pro cee ding. Hie qneei 

fore, prays to be beard this day, by ner 

regarding such matters." 

Lord Dacre dien moved diat counsel shouifi ba 
called in, but the motion was negatived. 

Hie earl of Liverpool dien proposed the fbllowinc 

BILL OF PAINS AND PENALTIES. 

* Am act to deprive her majesty qiwen Gantea 
Amelia Ellxabeth of the tide, pr er o g a tiTCs, rMia^ 
privflegea and exempdons ni Queen Consort e/thia 
realm, and to dissolve die marriage between his 
m^ntv and the said Caroline Amelia Bfixabech. 

" Whereas, in the year 1814, her mmesty Caroline 
Amdia Elixabedi, then princess of Wales, and new 
queen consort of this realm, being at Milaa, in Itdy, 
engaged in her service in a menial dtaadoo, one 
Bartolomeo Bergami, a foreigner of low station, 
who had belbre served in a similar capacity. — ^And 
whereas, after tlie sdd Bartolomeo Bergami had se 
entered the service of her royd highness, the add 

{irinoess of Wales, m most unbecoming, denading 
otimaoy oommeneed between her royal hlghiiess 
and the said Bartolomeo Bergami. — £aA wh ere as , 
her royd highness not only advanced the said Bar- 
tdomeo Bergami to a high station in her roird f ' 
ness's hoosehold, and recdved into ber 
many of his near relations, some of them In 
and others in high and oonfidentid altnatiotts about 
her roprd higfaness'k person ; but 
him omer great and extraordinary marks of i 
and distinedon ; and conliBrred upon him a 
ed order of knighthood, whieh her royal 
had taken upon hersdf to institute without any jnst 
or lawfd authority.— And whereas, her royal Mgh- 
neas, whilst the said Bartolomeo Bergami wns ia 
her said service, further unmindf d of bev 
rank and statiim, and of her duty to your 
and wholly regardless of her own honoor 
racter. conducted herself towards the said j 
meo Bergami both in public and private, in 
places and countries which her nytl Wrtinffas visit- 
ed, with indeoent and offendve famDIaiuy and free- 
dom ; and carried on a lioentioua, disgraoeAd, and 
adulterous interoourse widi the said Bartalomee 
Bergami, which continued for a long period of time 
during her royd hjflfhness's reddenoe abroad; by 
wlfldi conduct of her said royd 
s oandd and dishonour have been broosht 
your mdesty's family and this kingdom. 

te madfest our deep sense of such scan 

grtMse^, and vicious conduct on die part 
void mdesty, by which she has viohtted the da 
owed to your mdesty^ and has rendered 

worthy of the exdted rank and stetion of , 

consort of this realm ; and to evince onr juat legaid 
for the dignity of the crown and the honoor of die 
nation, we your nu^esty's most dutifd and loyd 
subjecto, the Lords spiritnd and temporal, and the 
Commons in parliament assembled, do humbly en- 
treat your m^esty that it may be enacted— And be 
it hereby enacted, by the king's moat excoUeot ma- 
jesW by and with the advice and consent of the 
lords ipiritud and tempord, and the w«— «»fft t n 
this present parliament assembled, and by the an- 
thority of the same, that her said mdesty Caroline 
Amelia Elisabeth, from and after the paadog of tifais 
act, shall be and hereby is deprived of the tide of 
queen, and of all the prerogatives, righto, privjiegce 
and exemptions, appertaining to her as qoecn con- 
sort of this redm ; and that her said mueety sbnO 
from and after the passing of this abt, for 

disabled and rendered incapable of n^ag, < 

ing, and edoying die same^ or any of them ; 
moreover diat the marriare b<ftween his n^_ 

and the sdd Caroline Amelia Blisabedi be, and 

same is hereby* henceforth and for ever whiAy 
dissolved, annuUed, and made void to all JatsBita, 
oonstmetions, and purposes whatMewr." 
This document irill remain as a lasting 
to posterity of the nature of these chsrrgea 
were exhibited against the queen, and ef 
rious pendties which, if the UU had finally 
would have followed the dedaration of har 
ty's gnUt. Aeeordfaig to the forms obeeiTed in 
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IhooM of lords. It WM roqukite ihat this bill should 
1m irwkd a ftnt time,u a preUniiiary step to the in- 
ttoductum of my cTidence to be addoMd in aop- 
port of Boch heavy charges at the bar of thcur 
aoQse; so diat it was not'uotil the Mrenteenth of 
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Aunst Ihmt the trial of her mi^esty upon this bill 
of undietment may be said to hare actually com- 
nienced.-o— Ou that day there appeared in sapport 
of the Mil, Sir Robert Gifford, the king's attoraey- 
f eneral ; Sir. John Copley, the king's solicitor-gene- 
ral ; Sir Christopher Robinson the king's adrocate- 
general, doctor Adams, a civilian, and Mr. Parke 
an outer banister. On the port of the queen, ap- 
peared her m^estys attorney general, Henry 
Brougham, Esq. her migestv's solicitor general, 
Thomas Denman, Esq. Dr. Loshington a civilian, 
and Messrs. John Williams, TIndal, and Wilde, 
outer barrist««. Mr. Manle, solicitor to the trea- 
sury, assuted by Mr. Powel, an attorney who had 
been employed at MOan in collectins the evidence, 
acted as agent for the bill, and Mr. Yisnrd as agent 
tor the queen. 

PREPARATORY PROCEEDINGS RELATIVE 
TO QUEEN. 
Whilst the city of London, followed by various 
other cities, towns, villages, corporations, guilds, 
and associated bodies, were pouring in addresses of 
congratulation, which stream of public opinion was 
daily swelling to a torrent, foaming and impetuo(is, 
declaratory to her m^esty of the people's send- 
OMots, and assuring her of dieir determined and 
affectionate support, the adverse party were busily 
employed in preparing fbr the approaching inves- 
tigation ; in aid of wmch, many witnesses, princi- 
pally natives of the Italian states, were rapidly ar- 
riving at our different ports : one party of tneoe. on 
landing at Dover, recmved a sample of British feel- 
ing, being very roughly handled by the populace ; 
and their safety was ultimately provided for, by 
congregating diem in a spot conveniently contigu- 
ous to the houses of parliament, known by the name 
of Cotton Garden. 

LIST OF WITNES8B8 REFUSED. 

Haa HAjisTT'8 petitionary application Ibr a list 
of times and places, refernd to in the sereral 
charges, as well as names and designation of wit- 
nesses to be adduced in support of such charges, 
having been refused by the house of lords, they ad- 
journed until the fifteenth of August, and the house 
of commons until the twenty-first ^ all means of ac- 
commodation, in die interim, bemg rejected, and 
the legal advisers on both sides of the question hav- 
ing been mariihalled as before stated. The memora- 
ble day, August seventeenth, 18M, may be consid- 
ered as the 

COMMENCEMENT OF THE QUEEN'S TRIAL. 

At a very early hour on that day, many individuals, 
ftttm a hope that assiduity and perseverance might 

Cocore tnem an opportunity of witnessing tnis 
teresting scene, assembled in the neighbourhood 
of the houses of parliament ; all, however, who did 
not bear with them the passport of a noble lord, or 
were unconnected with the pnbUc press, were dis- 
appointed. Soon after nine o'clock, the peers be- 
nn to take their seats, and several members of the 
rower house occupied stations near the throne. The 
space reserved for the oueen's counsel, short-hand 
writer, &c. was provided with desks, and an abun- 
dant supply of writins materials. The peers now 
arrived in considerable numbers, and as soon as 
die lord chancellor was seated on the woolsack, 
prayers were read by the Junior Bishop of Landaif. 
Boon afterwards Sir Charles Abbott, (chief justice 
of the king's bench,) Mr. Justice Hoiroyd, and Mr. 
Justice Best, entered the house ; they were quickly 
followed by lord chief baron Richards, Mr. Baron 
Garrow, and the lord chief justice of the common 

Eleas. At ten o^clock, precisely, the order of the 
oose was read, for calling over the names of the 
peers by Mt. CoM^er, deputy clerk of parliament. 
These preliminaries oondnded— the earl of Liver- 
pool moved, *' That the order of the day for die se- 
cond reading of the before recited bill of pains and 
penalties, be now read." The duke of Leluster op- 
posed this measure. In pursuance of previous notice 
given by him, and moved, "That the said order be 
DOW rescinded." On the lord chancellor's putting 
the question, the cry of ** content" was feeble, that 
of " noncontent" very powerful. The duke then 



demanded a division ; the nnnbMB wan contents 
Ibrty-one, nonoontents two hundred and six — ma- 
jori^ one hundred and sixty-five. Itie earl of 
Liverpool then moved that counsel be called in, and 
heard in support of the preanible of the biU. 

The earl of Caernarvon having, in a speech of 
considerable length and sound argument, stated 
his reasons for opposing the present measure, as 
one notof necessity ; a discussion took place, as to 
the propriety of the course about to be pursued, to- 
wards the queen, and questioning whether the 
crime imputed to her did not amount to high trea- 
son : and therefore sul^ected her to a mode of pro- 
ceeoing, different to a biU of pains and penalties. 
In this discussion, earls Grey, Liverpool, and the 
marquis of Lansdowne partook. JThe doubts thus 
arising, were then submitted to the decision of the 
judges, who retired, and on their return, the lord 
chief justice Abbott delivered their united opin- 
ion as under : 

** The Judges have conferred together upon the 

auestion proposeo to them by the house, whether, 
' a foreigner, owing no aOegiance to the crown of 
En^and, violates in a foreign country the wife of 
the king's eldest son, and she consents thereto, she 
commits high treason, within the meaning of the 
act of the iSth Edward III. ? And we are of opinion 
that such an individual, under such circumstances, 
does not commit high treason, within the meaning 
of that act." This opinion, his lordship continued, 
was grounded u]^n the language of that statute of 
Edward III., which declared it to be treason for any 
man to violate the wife of the king, die wife of the 
king's eldest son, &c. ; the judges holding that, un- 
less there were a man who could be legally charged 
with such a violation, the charge being that ha did 
the act against his aUegiance ; It could not be said 
that treason had been committed. An act done by 
a foreigner, therefore, owing no allegiance to the 
crown, could not amount to that crime. 

The question that counsel be called, being carried 
in the afflrmative, it was followed by the appear^ 
,ance of her mi^esty's law ofllcers, and those retain- 
ed in her behalf; the attorney and •olicitor gen- 
eral, and others on the side of tne prosecution. On 
presenting themselves at the bar, the duke of Ham- 
ilton requested to know by what authority the 
king's attorney general stood in that placet On 
what part he appeared T and by whom he had been 
iqstructed to appear T 

The earl of Xiverpool understood the attorney- 
general appeared in consequence of an order re- 
ceived from tbe house. He nad taken those stena 
which to him seemed best for the purpose of ob- 
taining information. He had applied for informa- 
tion to the secretary of state for the home depart- 
ment, and with that and such other information aa 
had been obtained, he now appeared for the pur- 
pose of opening the case. 

Mr. Brougham then said, that he humbly con- 
ceived the time was now come when, under the 
authority of their lordships themselves, he was free 
to state nis olQections to the principle of the bill in 
this present stage of its progress. 

Counsel was tnen ordered (o withdraw. After • 
few minutes it was communicated to them dtat they 
were at Kberty to urge their objections to the prin- 
cipie of the biu, either at that time, or alter the evi- 
dence was concluded. 

Though it will not be admissible, to enter at frill 
into the proceedings of this moat extraordinary 
trial, by giving the detailed evidence adduced on 
the occasion, yet as some satisfaction to the reader 
at this point, and in trifling, though very feeUe^ tee- 
timony of the forensic eloquence displayed l>y the 
legal gentiemen engaged in the prosecution, ae 
well as the defence, ahd die legislstbrial acor 
men eUcited during this momentous Jwriod, some 
copious extracts wiU be hanrded fj«m the printed 
proceedings; delivered during th(» trial from day te 
day, for tho use of the house. In these extractsi 
the utter impossibility of doing jostice to the seal, 
the oratory, and the persifasive force, and legal 
argumenf offered at thenar, by the various advo- 
cates, would deter the attempt in persons less in- 
fluenced, to afford more than a bare recital of dates 
to their readers ; at the same time it is proper to 
remark, that these data can only be considered aa 
scarcely discernible marks of the broad track, given 
in many contemporaneous accounts of the trial 
published at large at the period ; and in particolaily 
referring the intelliceat reader to that well digetted 
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account written by Adolpliitt. It is only neccMary 
to penue it, to prore that it u the mo«t aathendc, 
as wen as inccinct, that can be obtained of all the 
ttatten connected with this important poIiUcal 
measiye. 

THE IPEECH OP MR. BROUGHAM AGAINST 

THE BILL. 
Ma. Brodoham then commenced his general 
address to their lonUbips against any farther pro- 
ceedinffs with die bUl of pains and penaltuv on the 
qneen. Such laws were sometimes passed in Uae 
earlier periods of the Roman history, and were de- 
nominated privUegia. They were divided into two 
classes : one consUting of laws passed agunft, and 
the other of laws passed in faronr of, indindoala. 
The great Roman lurisconsnlts, however, who well 
knew the valao of their «?'"•*?««» .■■J^f" ■• •*' 
the principles which they established, had called 
all snch laws ftrivilegia odiosa, thereby indicating 
to sftertimes, that they ought never to be resorted 
to except in cases of absolute necessity. He would 
not say that all those whom the great masters of 
ancient jurispruJetice served had governed their 
conduct by that principle. On the contrary, he 
was wen aware that no blacker proceedings were 
to be found than some of these privUegia odiosa. 
Another ol^ection to the present bill was, fliat it 
was an ex-post facto law : it suffered a deed to be 
done, and afterwards pronounced upon its inno- 
cence or its guilt. Without notice or warning, it 
laid hold of a party, and inflicted punishment with 
the same severity as if the supposed crme had 
been distinctly defined and the punishment denoun- 
ced, llie bills passed afrainst Mortimer and others 
at the commencement of Edward Ill.'s reign, were 
afterwards rescinded, as was also the ewe wi^most 
of those passed during the reign of Richard 111. 
Ihe succeeding age was almost sore to guard them 
as measures adopted to serve a temporary purpose. 
He did not think it necessary, at this stage of the 
proceeding, to make any reference to the reign of 
Henry VIII., and he should therefore pass over the 
whole history of that barbarous and detested prince ; 
detestable alike for his spoliations of property and 
his cruelty to his fiBniOy ; but still more detestable 
for his violation of the dearest and most sacred char- 
ities. He should therefore take his stand upon what 
had passed under mflder reigns, and the case of 
lord Strafford, under Charles I. would be sufficient 
for his argument. He considered die bQl of attain- 
der passed against that nobleman as the greatest 
disgrace that ever sullied the purity of eithcn* house 
of parliament. He would read to them the recorded 
sentiments of their ancestors, because no language 
of his could make so deep an impression as this was 
calculated to make on the hearts and understandings 
of an men. After stating, that, under various pre- 
texts, the turbulent party^ hostile to lord Strafford, 
seeing no mode of oDtainmg their o^ect by any or- 
dinary procedure, had resolved to effect that noble- 
nan's destruction (meaning not only his bodQy de- 
struction, but that of bis character), and, therefore, 
purposely murdered him. The present bill, substi- 
tuting, for death, deprivation of rank the most illus- 
trious, removal from a station the most exalted, and 
th« loss of privileges the most esteemed amongst 
women — ay, and what was yet dearer, the ruin of 
her character and happine88---4>elonged stricdy and 
technically ta that class of enactments which their 
]ordsbips' predecessors had thus characterized. — 
He had thus stated his general objections to all biUs 
of diis nature, and he bad now to address himself to 
die one immediately before them. He should form 
but an inadequate approximadon to the understand- 
ing of this libel, if be believed it to be only like other 
UUs of pains and penalties ; for he woidd venture 
to say, that the worst of those bills (not excepdng 
«ven those relating to the wives of Henry VlIL; 
was, when compared with the present, a regular, 
consistent, and judicial proceeding. In the first in- 
stance he assumed tfaat nothing illegal could be laid 
to her majesty's charge. He was bonnd^o assume 
this by the decision of the judges, and, indeed, from 
tlitt very face of the proceeding. He submitted, 
therefore, that some satisfactory reasons ought to 
be stated why impeachment was not resorted to in 
this instance. Was the cabe sucb, that no house of 
commons could bo expected to pass a vote upon Itf 
or was die eridcnce so lame and defective, rnat no 
coninittee would recommend any proceedings in 



ed to that house, and taken their papers and 
witnesses where an fanpeachment might be fowutSmd 
upon them, and where their lordahips woaM Isave 
to administer justice in the regular and estaUislsed 
formt Her majesty was deprived of many adwo. 
tages by this adoption of a different course. la the 
other case she would have been fnnuahed with 
some specification of the charges, or at. least tbey 
would have been set forth with more pecalisrity af 
detail as to the various points of ihie aocmabflaL. 
Perhaps also a list of witnesses couMnot tlieri hava 
been withhdd, and, in a word, the qjieen wooU 
have bad an the advantages of a real judi ci al pro- 
ceeding. The case of lord Strafford, and the pra- 
ceedings to which it led, as well as the piotesf a# 
the vhrtnous minority who opposed the bill, — aSB. 
went to prove that such measures could only be joa- 
tified in order either tovave the state from rnsa, or 
because justice had failed from some poaatire de- 
fault in a court competent to administer it. The 
burden of proof on the necessity of this bill being 

thrown on the other side, he would ask, where ^ 

that impettlng and overruling necessity (he did 
say motive, for that might be guessed) whicb -■ 
could prescribe and justify this measure t Wi 
succession or its pUrity endangered, or was 
oven a possibility of its bdng put in jeopardy t H4 
he was enUded to ask. Why proceed with tUa bBl 
without necessity t Why attack the queen for acts 
which, if committed, could not endanger the aneccs- 
sion f This was not a trial under any known law ; 
and if the possibility of danger of this kind were ea- 
tabliahed, he aUowed that one of die preltininas7 ob- 
jections to the bill had been removed. But be caDed 
upon its supporters to show how the •ncccsdaa was 
endangered. If there were a chance that the saocea- 
sion might fail for want of heirs, some such efaange 
might be desirable ; but it oould not be <»atended 
that such a contingency was at all likely here ta 
happen. It was said that the exalted station of ber 
majesty rendered her conduct an object of peculiar 
solicitude with her family, and that the legislature 
was bound to protect the honour of that family; 
that her majesty's conduct tended to degrade the 
throne on which she sat, and the nation over which 
she was placed ; and it was contended, therefore, 
that die coxmecdon existing between her and the 
nation must be broken, because her conduct would 
sidly its purity. First of aU he might be penattted 
to ask, whether it had never struck their lotdsfatps 
that these charges all referred to the conduct of her 
majesty before she became queen, when sbe badao 
royal dignity to support, when she bad no imme- 
diate connection with the diadem, and when sbe 
was only the wife of a subject, though filling dM 
highest station in the realm T But see bow this ope- 
rated on another most important part of the qaas- 
tion. If the queen had been brought befoce (ba 
house when princess of Wales, and charged wi& 
offences aUeged to be done in that capacity, coald 
any man deny that a biU of divorce from ber royal 
husband must have been the remedy, and that di- 
vorce could only be obtained with the ordinary 
forms f All the preliminary forms must have been 
observed; the party claiming the bill must have 
come into the house by petition, and he would come 
in vain, if he did not enter it with clean hands. But 
here the promoters of this measure waited tin dko 
queen had lost her rank as princess of Walea, and 
until that rank was almost forgotten ; and then they 
said, because she is now queen we will proceed 
against her for offences alleged to have been omft- 
mitted when she was princess of Wales — ^thus taking 
especial care not to take one step wlule she pos se ss 
ed diose rights against her husband which every 
private wife enjoyed* He did not say that those 
rights were extinct, but some persons did assert it, 
and that was enough for hin argument. Thus ttw 
question now was, not between man and wife, but 
between khig and qneen, and the promoters of this 
bill delayed till tbey thought at least that she was 
deprived of one protection. Either, then, diis bill 
must be dismissed for having been brought in too 
late, or there was not a shadow of justice in not 
giving her nunc pro tunc, as lawyers expressed it, 
die benefit of her situation as princess of Walen. 
This brought him to implore their lordships to pause 
a while on the threi>noId of this proceeding* — 
" I put out of view," said Mr. B. '* at present thm 
question of recrimination : I raised it for the pur- 
pose of my argument, and I shall pursue it no far- 



cooiminee woiua recommend any proceedings In pose or my argument, ana i snaii pursue n no jar> 
relation to itT Why had they cot confidently trust | ther. I should bo most deeply, and I may say %itb 
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peifeet truth onflelgAedly sflHcted, If in the progreM 
of this Ul-omened queraon tLe neceMity were in** 
poied upon me of mentioning it again ; and I should 
act directly in the teeth of the lutftructionB of this 
fflutrioaa woman [pointing to the queen, who »at 
immediately below liim]{ I thould disobey her so- 
lemn commands if I agam used eren the word re- 
crimination without being driren to it by an abso- 
lute and orermUng compulsion. In obedience to 
the same high command f lay out of view, as equal- 
ly inconsistent with my own feelings and those of 
my client, all arguments of another description in 
which I inight be tempted to showtibat levity or in- 
discretion, criminality, or even criminal intercourse 
(for why should 1 be afraid to oae the term T) can- 
not be held to be fatal to the character of the coun- 
try, or to the honour and dignity of the illuAtrious 
family go?eming it. Here nothing is or has been 
proTod ; and Is it because calumnies hare been 
bruited and gossipped about— because such a jealous 
watch has been kept upon the queen abroad, that 
we are to think they are to have more force than 
conduct lesiLr equivocal at homeT That argument, 
and every thing resulting from it, I willingly post- 

fone till the dav of necessity ; and in the same way 
dismiss for uie present aU other Questions re- 
specting the conduct or connections oi any parties 
previous to marriage. These I say not one word 
about : they are dapgeroos and tremendous ques- 
tions, the conseqaences of discussing which, at the 
present moment, I wiU not e?en trust myself to 
describe. At present I hold them to be needless to 
the safety of my client ; but when the necessity ar- 
rives, an advocate knows but one duty, and, cost 
what it may, he must discharge it. Be the conse- 
quences what they ma^f to any otiier persons, pow- 
ers, iprindpalities, dominions, or nations, an advo- 
cate IS bound to do his duty ; and I shall not fail to 
exert every means in my power to put a stop to 
this bill. But when I am told that a case of aoso- 
lulo necessity for tlie measure is made out, because 
the queen has been guilty of improper familiari- 
ties (though I must look at the bill itself for the 
nice distinctions and refined expressions found 
in it >— because she has thought fit to raise 
from low situations, officers who had served 
other people in menial capacities — because slie 
bad treated them with unbecoming intimacy — 
because she had advanced them, and bestowed 
marks of favour and distinction upon them — be- 
cause she had created an order, and conducted her> 
self in public and private with offensive familiarity 
—I cannot help asking, if these matters are so fatal 
to the honour and difpaity of the crown, nay, to the 
very peace of the nation (foi what else can justify 
a bul like this f) why it is only resorted to at the 
|)resent moment ? TJ/a bill charges even a licen- 
Jious, disgracefol, and adulterous intercourse, and 
therefore its supporters say, it is absolutely neces- 
sary for the house to interpose. But I appeal to 
the house— for 1 am compelled to do so— whether 
this is not only untrue, but whether it is not known 
to be untrue. The bill itielf speaks falsely, and I 
will tell you why Lsay so. Arc we arrived in this 
age, at that highest pitch of polish in society, when 
we shall be afraid to caU things by their proper 
nanaes, yet shall not scruple to punish by express 
laws an offence in the weaker sex which has been 
passed over in the stronger Y Have we indeed 
reached that stage Y I trust 1 shall not hear it said 
in this place : 1 hope that spirit of justice which I 
believe pervades this house at lar^e will prevent it. 
But if not I will appeal to the spirit of holiness, and 
to uie heads of the church now ranged before me, 
whether adultery is to be considered only a crime 
in, woman. 1 make the same confident appeal, and 
to the same quarter, when 1 ask whether the crown 
ram bo dishonoured, the fame of the country tar- 
nished, and the morals of the people put in jeopar- 
dy, if an adidterons intercourse (which no one ven- 
tures to call adultery) shall be proved against a 
lady, when that which I venture to call adultery, 
because the exalted indiridual himself has confess- 
ed it to be so, has actublly been committed by a 
prince. It ii; with the utmost pain that I make this 
statement : it is wrung from me by hard compul- 
sion ; for there is not a man who acknowledges with 
a deeper sense of gratitude than I do all the obliga- 
tions which this country and £nrope owes to that 
fllustrions Individual. I say it not— God forbid I 
should— to visit harshly upon him any of the fail- 
ings of oiur common nature, much less to alter in 
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one iota my recorded sense of the basenass of that 
conspiracy by which those faiUngs were dragged 
before the public. I bring it forwavd because it is 
in truth an answer to this case. Why was no bill 
of degradation brought in in 1800, after the resolu- 
tion of the house of commons, and a full confession 
on behalf of the party accused, that he had been . 
guilty of *' most immoral and unbecoming conduct f" 
All this, I say, was well known to the authors of 
the present bul ; for one of themselves penne4 the 
very words I have just read to the house. I ask, 
therefore, whether there is any possilMlity of re- 
plying to tiiis otgeetion, but in one short way— that 
all men may do all they please, however exalted 
their station, however intimately connected with 
the crown, and with the highest interests of the 
state, that their conduct is perfectly indifferent; 
but' let the tooth of slander once fix upon a defence- 
less female of the family, who has been residing 
abroad, who has been idlowed to expatriate her- 
sdf ; who has been assisted in removing from tiie 
country, and even cherished to keep away from it ; ^ 
then, at that instant, the venom must distil, and 
she most be persecuted and prosecuted, under the 
canting, hypocritical, and disgusting pretence that 
the character of the country and the honour of the 
crown are at stake. Whether aUof us, nearer to 
the object, do or do not see through the flimsy pre- 
text, be assured that the good sense of the nation 
cannot be deceived, and that those at a distance 
will be both shocked and astonished. The people 
at large must look upon it as something too ridwu- 
lous to be examined. I myself can hardly use de- 
corous terms in speaking of it, and they, in their 
homely language, will assert that it is an attempt 
to accompikh one purpose imder the colour of an- 
other. ** Here Is a man," they will say, " who 
wishes to get rid of his wife ; he talks of the honocur 
and safety of the country ; yet its dearest interests, 
its peace, its morals, and its happiness, are to be 
sacrificed to gratify his desires." He would ask 
who had encouraged the queen to go abroad f 
When that illustrious personage, worn out by all 
she had experienced in this country, naturally be- 
gan to think repose a blessing, who had recom- 
mended that she should seek it on the continent t 
Who had opposed the advice given by the friends 
of the queen, to which they bad set their hands, 
and he (Mr. Brougham) amonjg them, that they 
woidd answer vrith their heads for her safety while 
in England, but that when abroad she would be 
surrounded by foreigners, spies, and informers f 
Who had counteracted this faithful suggestion t 
Who but those who were now arrayed against her, 
with a green bag of documentary evidence in the 
one baud, and this bill of degradation in the other f 
How happened it that ttiey never before thought of 
the character of the country, the honour of the 
royal family, and the dignity of the throne T Where 
was their boasted sagacity, when these evil coun- 
sellors could not foresee what might bo the conse- 
quences of the step they were so earnestly recom- 
mending f Then there was no whisper of any thing 
of the sort ; all was to be ease, tranqnilUty, and 
liberty, fiyr the rest of her mi^esty's life : there 
was to be no watching, no prymg, no spying, no 
asking *' why do you do so or so V' but all was to 
b<3 kindness and toleration. With these promisesj 
the next thing was to assist the queen to depart, 
llie ship of war, which was refused to bring her 
back, had been readily granted to take her away. 
Money was also offered, with equal liberality, for 
her outfit, and her residence abroad commenced, 
under the happiest auspices. Yet reports soon 
came over ; they increased by desrees ; the slan- 
der became blacker and more mattgnant ; and as 
eariy as four years ago it had assumed a certain 
consistency. Still there was no jealous watching, 
no hunting for evidence, and no hint given to the 
queen that it would be fit to be more guarded in 
her conduct : the character of the country and the 
honour of the crown were then never dreamed of. 
Mfaiisters had never said, ** Return ; this is dan- 
gerous — the country suffers — the crown is dishon- 
ouredr-the royal family degraded by these calum- 
nious reports." On the contrary, they had done 
every thing to encourage her staying ; and he (Mr. 
Brougham) would venture to stake his existence 
that any man would have been deemed an enemy, 
and have had the court doors flung in his fiice, who 
should have had the hardihood to counsel that her 
royal highness should have been requested to r#> 
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▼int this coimtry. Yf>t tbaum TcryoMn, alter forcing 
her away — after aidiag, abetting, and encouraging 
a foreign residence — afTer taking no one step to pat 
an end to that which they thenwelvea aUeged to be 
the Mle canse of the eril : eren at the twelfth 
hour, and when the twelfth hour waa abont to toll, 
did they then come with a request that she should 
return t Did thev then suggest that her miyesty, 
having changed her station, could no longer lire 
atoroad with saiety^that what mi^ht be good for a 
princess was eril for a queen T Did they come for- 
ward wiA any plain frank disclosure that some in- 
quiry might be rendered necessary — that reports had 
got abroad so maUgnant that they could not be over- 
looked—that suspicion attached, and that that suspi- 
cion must be removed! Waa any thing of thi4 sort 
done, not in kindness to the queen, but in compassion 
to the long-snfTerin^ people of England now agitated 
by this great question 1 No such thing : to the last 
moment she was warned not to come back : she 
was to be pensioned, largely pensioned, for not 
coming home ; and she waa to emoy tlie rank she 
had degraded and the privileges she had forfeited. 
She was to have an income to enable her to be 
wicked on a larger scale — all levity, all indiscretion, 
even " adulterous intercourse," was to be pa^oned 
on one condition, and that condition was, that she 
should continue abroad, before the eyes of foreign- 
ers, who enried and hated us : she was to be the 
denuding spectacle of the queen of this country, 
without one of the virtues that ought to belong to 
her sex and l(er condition. With wese &ct8 before 
him, he must have a mind capable of swallowing 
the most monstrous improbabilities who could lend 
himself for one moment to the belief that ministers 
gave credit to the preamble of the bill. It would 
never have been heard of if the queen had re- 
tnrned from Calais ; but her landing at DoTer call- 
ed up all those phantoms of national degradation 
and insulted honour, of which so much had recently 
been heard : they were all raised by the foot which 
she set upon the English shore ; and if she had con- 
sented to restrain It, she micht still hare lived 
without imputation, at least from the quarter in 
which It now originated. " I end here,'' said Mr. 
Brougham, ** what I have to urge— not that I have 
nothing more to bring forward, but because I am 
sure that your lordships are men of justice, that you 
are men of principle, men of ordinary sagacity, 
and, above all, that you are men of honour. I have 
made my appeal to you upon this bill, and I feel 
confident that I have not made it in rahi. True it 
is that your committee has reported in its favour, 
but that caonot pledge the house, and he is the 
greatest of all fools who consults his apparent con- 
sistency at the expense of his absolute ridn. The 
sooner you retrace the step into which you may have 
been led at an unwary moment, the greater will be 
the service you render your country : if you decide 
that this bill ought not to proceed, you will be the 
saviours of the state, and indeed promote the sub- 
stantial welfare of th^ kingdom, and the truest ho- 
nour of the crown." 

MR. DENMAN AGAINST THE BILL OF PAINS 
AND PENALTIES. 

Mr. Denhav presented himself at the bar, and 
in a speech distinguished as much for eloquence as 
it was for sound argument, argued against the prin- 
ciple of the biU. ''^ I trust." said the learned conn- 
saly " your lordships will, above all things, seriously 
weigh the balance of evil which b likely to ahse 
from this measure. I trust also, that you wiU not, 
yourselves, overlook any matter which is calculated 
to iiyare, or produce a disregard for the marriage 
tie. Look, my lords, to the moral feelings of the 
country, whicn this measure is calculated to out- 
rage. Obserre that all this cannot be productive 
of any good— but must, be the result what it may, 
produce infinite harm to the country. I must here, 
on the part of her muesty, protest against any pro- 
ceeding bybillof pams and penames« when the 
scene is laid in a foreign and distant land, when 
the inquiry is to be into a life of more than six 

{rears, and when the accused has been refused a 
wt of ^e witnesses agahist her. Tbis last refusal 
placed her maiesty in a worse situaObn than any 
person takmg his trial in one of the lower courts. 
The request made to your lordships was, in fact. 
"^,i*^ great principle might be preserved, but 
modiAMl according to your lordships' pleasure, so 



as to aroid inconve&i«M«. lUa, h/mvrmr, Ima 1 
refused. In the case of a charn in die Ic 
courts, the witnesses appeared bemve a grand , 
and the accused had an opportunity of aeoei 
the character of the persons by whom tiie 
tion was to be exported. But her majesty ham 
been denied this right. llia«foro instead of bavin^ 
received any fitTour at the hands of your lardsMpsi, 
she has erery right to complain. A^n, I aay^ 
that in her majesty's name I protest against this bffl. 
of pains and penalties in a ease which admita of 
impeachment. I also protest against yoor lordahqpn 
not discharging the duties imposed on yon, aa w^ 
as your exereise of a power not contonplated by 
the constitution. Your lordships may meet with Ike 
co-operation of the other branch of the legislature ; 
but be it remembered, that you may also meet with 
its check and control. I must here guard myaelf 
from any imputation, from what I hare aaU, diat 
either I or my learned friends are decfining the 
contest. No ; we do not shrink from die combat — 
we are ready and anxious to meet it. Here 1 feet 
it my duty to state, that I owe to my iliustrions 
client an i^logy, for having^ in the fine of argn- 
ment which I have been obliged to take, allowed 
even a possibility of tlie truth of the charges agafaiat 
her. I feel a perfect conviction of her innooenoe ; 
I feel also that there cannot be brought against her 
any thins which, to an honourable mind, win be a 
proof of her guilt. But whatever be the oonaeqmeft- 
ces which fofiow this investigation, whatever may 
be the sufferings inflicted on her majesty, I shaO 
never withdraw from her diat homage and rc»ect 
whidi I owe to her high station, iier superior nwsd, 
and those resplendent virtues wlii<ii hare shone 
through a life of persecution and of suflfenng. I 
shall never pay to any other who may usurp her 
place that respect and duty whidi belong to hfcr, 
whom die laws of God and man have made die eon- 
sort of his present majesty, and the partner of his 
throne." 

Her mijesty entered the house during the lean- 
ed counsd's speech, and at its condnsion withdrew. 
— She was treated by the house widi every mark of 
respect. 

SPEECH OF HIS MAJESTY'S ATTORNEY- 
GENERAL. 



Tb ■ attorney-general then rose and said, ttie qi 
don to be considered was, whether diey wonld 
tertain the grave and solemn, but disgusting charges 
preferred against her majesty, or whe&er diey 
were prepared to say, that notwithstanding the 
proof to be adduced, diere was something in this 
DiU that it ought not to be followed up by the enact* 
ments contained in the preamble f This was hie 
view of the question before their lordahipa. But 
sec how it had been argued !^ his learned firjends. 
They bad argued the quesdon as if the pveambla 
bad not been proved, and yet Ihey had indnlged 
themselves in talking of spies, informers, peijned 
and suborned witnesses. When those w^^ 
had given their testimony, the time would * 
speak of their character and the nature of 
testimony. This line of proceeding was, in 
nothing more nor less than tampering widi 
lordships' feelings, and doubdess it must have made 
an impression upon their minds. His le a r n ed 
friends had also placed another diflScnlty In his 
way. Tbey had found fault with the framing of dM 
preamble, and not satisfied with diat, had gene 
through its whole history. They attacked die pro- 
ceedings of the secret committee, and went on te 
show the disadvantages under which her ouQesty 
laboured, in consequence of not having her case 
brought before a grand Jury. But their lordships 
had decided that this was the only mode of prooeed- 
ing — tbey had decided, that the crime wit 
her majesty was accused, diongh if committed 
England'would be treason, could not be 
strued, luiring been committed abroad, and wiOi a 
foreigner. l%ey had in Ikct decided that her aiA. 
jesty was not amenable to any of our courts of Ju*. 
tice, and this was the only mode of proceeding 
which could be instituted. Their lordships inedte- 
ted this inquiry on the report of a secret committee; 
tbis, it was urged, deprived her mi^esty of die be- 
nefit derived from a grand jury. But «iid the earn 
mittee find her maiesty guilty of any one charge t 
71iey merely said, that from what had been laid be 
fore them, d^ey were of opinion, that there was ee» 
rions ground of charge against her nuQesty, aUbcl 
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■ftf oio digDHyof tti6 V raw u .And flioy Tooomnendod 
' Ihe kottM to proceed to aa inqiiity. See tben, bow 
the arfameBts of hla learned fnende were appUed'^ 
flr»t, they feundjfiralt with tbe pieanibld of the bfll : 
and Mcondly , fhey qnarrelled with the meaiare itaeli; 
which dieir lordihlps, by tiieir hatinff read it the 
Ant tunc, had lanctioaed. It was orgeA that flie 
aecret rommittee had reported npun tmroiiched do- 
cnments. He had no meana of knowing upon what 
•tatementt the aecret committee reported^ nor did 
he know from whence bia learned Mends drew 
ttieir information ; bat he was nrooh mistaJcen if the 
select committee had not had the sworn testimony 
of witnesses in support of the statements laid beibre 
them. But whether they bad ornot snch testimony 
was not now the question ; their lordships had de- 
cided upon that report, and that decision coold not 
BOW becaDed in question. The gromids alleged in 
the preamble of we present bill were of the same 
pnbbo nature and import as those stated in tikebin 
against the bishop of Rochester. When the facts 
recited were prored in eridence, the great question 
which their lordships would have to decide, would 
be, whether such a substantiation of the truth of the 
facts should be foOowed by tiie enactment of the 
billt It had been endearoured by Us learned 
fHends to raise an objection to the bUI, on the 

{round that the charges which it alleged against 
er miO^'ty had flowed firom slander and peijury. 
In the present stage of the proceeding, what right, 
he would ask, had they to argue upon such a grsr 
taitons and unproToked assumption f Where were 
the proofii to justify itf Their lordships knew no- 
thing of then»— they could not know any thing of 
them ; and for what pujrpose snch aline of ofaoerra- 
tion was tntrodnced, he would leave to their lord- 
ships to decide. In the same spirit, it was objected 
by his learned IHend, that the present bill orig^- 
ated in a committee of that house, where no decisive 
opinion had been formed. He could not see the 
least strength fai such an ol^edtion. The decisive 
opinion of their lordships had yet to be formed. It 
would be doing a great iy^ostice to her m^esty had 
their lordships, in Uiat previous part of the pro- 
ceeding, ventured to pronoonce a mcisive opinion ; 
it would then be Imputed to them that they had 
forestalled and prcdudged the question. Their lord- 
ships had wisely absti£ied from such a course. All 
Uiat they had done was to express their opinion, 
that there existed grdunds for a serious charge 
against her majesty. Throughout the whole of the 
argument of his learned fHends, that had been as- 
sumed, which, at least was extremely doubtful, 
namely, that in proceeding against her m^esty an 
impeachment coold have been founded. The whole 
of Uie argument agidnst proceeding by bOI of pains 
and penalties, rested on the ground of their lord- 
ships acting in that case in their legislative, and not 
in their judicial capacity. When, therefore, his 
learned friends deprecated such a course, and con- 
tended for an impeachment, they were bound to 
have shown, that in the present case an impeach- 
ment could have been maintained. That proof thev 
had declined; and their lordships, he trusted, 
woold agree with him, that the wisest course which 
eoold have been pursued, was tiie one which was 
tile least subject to doubt and uncertainrv. Be- 
sides, he wocud confidentiy say, that notwithstand- 
ing ail those airs of triumph inth which those ob- 
jections were introduced— notwithstanding aU the 
mflammatory language which accompanied tiieir 
statement, tiiat a very different character woold 
hare been given to the measure of proceeding by 
Un of pains and penalties, bad not that been the 
very measure, which in tiie present case had been 
adopted. It was adopted because it adverted to 
certain charges against her nu^esty, which, though 
* of the gravest import, were not a violation of any 
law, while the best authorities supported tiie doc- 
, trine that an impeachment could not be maintain- 
ed but for a breach of the law. Sure, then, he 
was, that notwithstanding all the challenges nowso 
heroically thrown out, notwithstanding aB those al- 
lusions to the morality of the country, and all those 
various topics so KberaDy brought into view, had 
impeachment been the proceeoiug adopted, the 
very same ol^ectors would have deprecated it, and 
have said, that the proceeding in the case of an 
adultery should have been by bin, and not bv im- 
peachment, because by the adoption of the latter 
course, the accnsddpaxty was deprived of the power 
of recnmination. Tney complained of the proceed- 
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tag by bfll, because they wero now shut out from 
recrimination, and strange to say, regret that the 
impeachment was not adopted — a course of pro- 
ceeding which no lawyer would venture to assert 
allowed the accused to recriminate. All this con- 
tradiction had its purposes ; it was to terrify and to 
alarm, and to withdraw tiM minds of tlielr lordships 
from tiie real question on wfaleb Aey had to de- 
cide. His learned friends had, it was to be recol- 
lected, taken this course, not in the exercise of a 
duty compulsive with them, but acting under an 
indulgence so very rarely allowed by t£at house — 
so rarely indeed, tliat the divorce case of the duke 
of Norfolk was the only one to be found where tiie 
counsel of the accused was allowed to interfere be- 
fore tiie evidence was produced. It was not. then, 
too much to expect that those sweeping charges 
should have been deferred until the character of 
the evidence to be produoed was ascertained ; be* 
fore the charge of corruption was thrown out 
agfinst witnesses to be examined, surely his learn- 
ed friends should wait until enabled to sustain such 
imputations by proof. His learned friends may 
prcdudge, they may pr^fudice, they utoy assail the 
ohnacters of the most eminent and iOustrioiis in 
rank and station ; tiiey may rake from tiie shades 
of oblivion, all those pri^dioes, or foilings over 
which the healing s]pint of time and more correct 
feeling had, in consideration of his many virtues, 
thrown a vefl ; they may select tiie moment when 
an illnstrions individual (the doke of Yoik we pre- 
>) was next in suoecnoion to tiw throne, when 



Che remains ai his iHustrioos partner has Just been 
consigned to the grave, to wound bis feelings, and 
revive rec(rileetions which a better feeling had 
never distuibed : aD these tilings his learned 
friends may do wMi impunity— to him it was only 
to state the focta wbldh he nundd call upon evi- 
dence to sustain. Tliey may declaim on the bribes 
by which that eridence was obteined, and animad^ 
vert on the nature of the motives which they 
presumed to operate on the nrinds of some «f 
their lordships. AA that remained for him was to 
coi^ure their lordships, snd he knew he did so not 
in vain, to dismiss all snCh inapplieaMe statements 
from their minds, and to apply themselves to the 
great and important question, on which, in fact, 
they were called in their jodietal character to pro- 
nounce. 

The solidtor-generd was next heard at eonaid- 
erable length. 

Mr. Brougham, in reply, urged a variety of argu- 
ments in nvonr of his orignisl p reposition, and 
showed the impolicy of the prtnoiple contended for 
by the counsel ror the crown. 

Hie public expectation was now at its height, 
when levd King gave notice ofu motion to stop all 
Ihrther proceedings ; and on Saturday the nine- 
teenth, moved, " Tuat it appears to tiiis house that 
it is not necessary for the public safety or the se- 
curity of the country, that tbe bill entitied, ' An 
act to deprive her miijesty,* Sec should pass into a 
law.* 

On which lord Liverpool moved as an amendment, 
" That tiie attorney-general be directed to be caOod 
in." Earl Orey c»pposed the amendment ; the 
house divided^— for me amendment one hundred 
and eighty-one, against it sixty4ve, minority one 
hundred and sixteen. 

Earl Orey then moved, "That it appears that the 
Irfll now bobre the house does not ufbrd tiie most 
adriseable means of proseentfaigthe charges against 
her majesty, and that therefore, under the present 
drcnmstanoes it Is not necessary or expedient, to 
proceed further with it.** 

Hils natHmdon was put as an amendment to the 
motion of lord Liverpool, ** That counsel be oaUed 
in," and was negatived by a divisiCin as folkws,— 
for the amendment sixty-lou r^ a gaiaat it one hun- 
dred and seventy-nine, m^jonty one hundred and 
fifteen. 

The lord chancellor having derired the attorney- 
general to <^n bis case, he immediately com- 
menced his address to tiie house : 

** My lords,— I now attend at your bar to fulfil tbe 
duty which you have demanded, of steting to yon 
lorAihips the circumstances which are to be addu- 
ced in evidenoe in supportof the ohavges which are 
contained in the preamble of the UU uam under 
your lordAips' consideratfon. A duty, my bM^ 
more painful or more anxions, I believe, ws 
imposed upon any indfridnal to aooomposh. 
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" I have, my lorda, to state to yoar lordihipa the 
circumstaiicefi which are to bo adduced in eTidence 
to yoar lordahipa ia support of those serious and 
heavy cbarp^ which are made in the preamble of 
the bill, which has already been so much the subject 
of discossion : — charges which, in the language of 
the preamble, not only reflect the greatest scandal 
and disgrace upon the individual against whom they 
are made, but also reflect the greatest disgrace upon 
the country itself. The highest indiridnal, as a sub- 
ject, in the country, is charged with one of the most 
serious offences both against the laws of God and 
man. It is that of an adulterous intercourse — an 
adulterous intercourse carried on under circum- 
stances of the ^eatest aggravation. 

" My lords, it is well known to your lordships and 
the country, that in the y^ar 1814, her migesty, for 
reasons operating upon her mind, and not by com- 
pplsion, as has been insinuated by my learned bro- 
thers, thought fit to vrithdraw herself from this 
country to a foreign land. 

" My lords, her mi^esty, when she quitted fills 
country, <}uitted it witiii persons about her who 
were precisely such persons as should be about an 
individual of her exalted rank. She was accompa- 
nied by individuals connected with distinguished 
families in this kingdom. Among these were lady 
Charlotte Lindsay and lady Elisabeth Forbes, who 
were her maids of honour; Mr. St. Ledger, who 
was her chamberlain ; and Sir William Gell and the 
Hon. Keppel Craven, who, 1 believe, were attached 
to her in a similar character. She was also accom- 
panied by captain Hesse, as her equerry, and Dr. 
llollaud, as her phyduaan ; besides other persons 
whom it is unnecessary to enumerate. With this 
suite her majesty arrived at Milan. She remained 
at Milan for a space of three months ; and during 
that period a person was received into her service^ 
whose name occurs in the preamble of this bill, and 
whose name will as frequently occur in the course 
of these proceedings — a person of the name of Ber- 
gami, who was received into her service as a cou^ 
rier, or footman, or valet de place. It was about 
fourteen or fifteen days previous to her majesty's 
departure from Milan that Bergami entered into 
the situation I hare described. Her m^esty on 
quitting Milan, proceeded to Rome, and from thence 
she went to Maples, where she arrived on the eighth 
of November, 1814 ;— and I beliere that I shaU be 
able to satisfy your lordships that on the evening of 
the ninth of November, that intercourse, which is 
charged between her majesty and Bergami by the 
present bill, commenced, and was continued from 
that time till he quitted ^er service." That Berga- 
mi having gained this ascendency over her royal 
highneu, as he inferred from a continuation of 
a&lterous interconne, which was facilitated in 
every one of the various changes of residence, that 
took place during sereral years passed in the visit- 
ing 01 different countries, by the invariable arrange- 
ments of a contiguity of sleeping apartments ; and 
as he further stated, by the command of the prin- 
cess : he from his brief of instructions also stated, 
that a constant repetition of similar scenes had taken 
place tiU she established herself at 0este, near 
Cairo: that there Bergami was advanced to the 
dignity of her migo'ty's chamberlain, when he inva- 
riably dined at her muesty's table, together with 
his sifter the dame d'honnenr : that on board the 
ships Leviathan, Clorinde, as well as the much- 
famed Polacca, the recurrence of these licentious 
Eroceedings would be substantiated, accompanied 
y many public dennonstrations of affection, such as 
the princess calling Bergami " her dear, her love," 
and other unequivocal terms, and acts of endear- 
ment and partiality: that she procured several 
titles and dignities fur him — presented him her 
picture — and that he now entered her bed-room at 
all houfs, wiiiK»ut the slightest previous notice, and 
there remained alone with her for a considerable 
portion of time, and at many periods : that not con- 
tented with heaping honours, dignities, and favours 
on him, her^m^jesty, at Jerusalem, instituted an or- 
der, c^led the Order of Saint Caroline, of which 
she made Bergami grand master : and that, after 
having on every occasion, as well by sea as upon 
land, continued to act in this extraordinary manner, 
sutoect to the observation of the lower classes in 

B articular — after having on board the Polacca exhi- 
ited herself to the attention of the crew, during 
the Toyage from Jaffa to Italy, and having often been 



seen during the day sittinjgon Bergaaii's knee, atnd 
ral, *' nobody could doubt for what pniposc the 
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after tUs," ssid the at|om« 



was fitted up on the deck. At this tune her maiiestv 
seemed to cast off aU the restraints of female dcb- 
cacy. It would be proved that at one period 

the voyage she had a bath prepared for ber 

board the ressel, and into this bath she went, no 
person being present, or in attendance on her ex- 
cept Bergami : — what but the absolute linniAinrtiT, 
tho total oblivion of all remains of rirtue and 
desty, could have prevailed on a woman to 
man and a servant at such a moment ? From 
fact every man must be satisfied that tlie last inti- 
macy must have taken place between two persons 
of different sexes, before any female would aBow^ 
a man to attend on her in such a sitnatioQ." In 
this Tessel she causes the feast of St. Barthoioiniew 
to be observed with great fcstirity, in boooer of 
Bergami, — ^his name bein^ Bartoloineoy— as it had 
been done in the precedmg year at Villa Deste : 
that, not satisfied with having previously lavished 
titles and honours on him, she finaUy expends seve- 
ral thousand nounds in the purchase of the 
now caUed Yula Bergami, or Barona, for hln 
ted near Milan. 

After a recital of most disgusting matter, to be 
borne out 1^ after evidence, the attomejr-general 
concluded a very able and lengthened address by 
observing : " Let their lordships look at the gectetal 
nature of the case, and, besides this, let them look 
at some of those strong Cacts which more tmpedalStf 
confirmed the charge. This Bergami was a man in 
the greatest poverty. In October, 1814, he was le- 
ceirod into her mijesty's serrice, and in the abort 
course of five or six months, he was not only in 
habits of the greatest familiarity with her, bat fab 
whole family surrounded her. Their lord^lps 
would allow him to call their attention to the state 
of her miQesty's establishment, while settled at Pe> 
saro. There was Bergami himself, the grand ebam- 
berlain ; his mother, who did not appear to have 
held any particular situation in her household ; Us 
brother Dswis, who, from' the humble station of a 
courier, had been promoted to be her equerry ; &e 
countess of Oldi, toe sister, who was only maid of 
honour; Frauds Bergami, their cousin, was digni- 
fied with the tide of the director of the palace ; 
Faustina, the sister ; Martin, a page ; Frances, a 
relation ; and the house-steward, besides the Picca- 
roou. So that their lordships would see that there 
were ten, as he might say, of this family retained 
in her service. And, to account for tius mix^un^ 
fact of their being advanced in ttiis way in favours 
and honours, what was to be said f How was it ts 
be accounted for t It might well be said, indeed, 
in answer to that question, ' Don't from' these fnctt 
lilone infer guilt— don't from these infer adulterous 
intercourse.' Why, no, he would not: if be did 
infer it from these alone, he should be betr ay i n g 
that duty which thej had imposed npon him, and 
which be was pledged to perform. But when, ia 
addition to these circumstances, tiieir lordsUps 
found that all these familiarities continued between 
them, they could not leave the slightest doubt of 
ttie disgraceful conduct charged in the preandde, 
and of the shameful and wicked intercourse which 
took place between count Bergami and her m^esty. 

" In cases of criminal conrersation, they nerer bad 
— at least, it was very frequency quite impossible 
and impracticable to have — any other evidenoe bat 
that of servants, or others whose duties caUed tbea 
to different parts of the house. 

" But it was said, and with someddng like an air 
of exultation, ' Ay, but these are foreign witnesses.' 
Foreign witnesses I Let them look at her majesty's 
conduct : why was it that her m^esty was aban- 
doned by all her other suite, by all ber Engliab 
servants! — ^why, but that, after her arrival from 
Milan, she seemed anxious to forget that sbe 
or should be, an English woman. Could she ooi 
plain of those foreign witnesses, when she 
shown, by her conduct, what she thought of Italian 
servants — ^what she thought of this man, her favoor- 
ed Bergami! Should it be said, ' Don't hear fo- 
reign witnesses, ttiere is the strongest objection tn 
them; they are not to be believed:* — he would 
ask them, what did this hold out to the public f 
Was it not to say, ' Go abroad, commit what crime 
you please, carry on what conduct you please ; bow- 
ever flagiuous, yon never can be convicted in an 
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Euglub 00 art of jof tice.' And why f bec^ase the 
fact cin only bo prored by fioreign witnesses, and 
they, we tdl you before we hear them, are brand- 
ed with infamy. They are marked for discredit ; 
therefore ' go abroad, abandon yoorself to the most 
dissolate profligacy yon please ; it can nerer be 
proTod in a court of this country, for foreign wit- 
nesses are unworthy of belief.' 

" Upon the circumstances of the care, it wa« hardly 
necessary for him to add, their lordships were to 
decide under a sacred obligation. It had been aaid 
Chat the witnesses, being foreigners, their testimony 
ought to be received with suspicicm and distrust : , 
but the conduct of her m^esty, and the nature of 
the case, made such evidence indispensable. Thehr 
lordships would decide upon its ralue, and, he 
doubteo not. calmly and firmly pronounce their 
Judgment. He should now proceed to call his 
witnesses." The examination of which continued to 
occnpv the uninterrupted attention of the boose 
from the twenty-first of August until the sixth of ^ 
September: on the following day, the solicitor-gen- 
eral summed up the evidence which had been ad- 
duced in support of the bill in the following 
apeech. 

SUMMING UP OP EVIDENCE. 

ThB solicitor-general then rose to sum up the 
evidence to the house. He commenced by stating, 
that his learned friend (Mr. Brougham) having 
closed the lon^ and elaborate cross-examination of 
Theodore M^ochi, and as the whole of the evi- 
dence in support of the bill was now before their 
lordships, the duty devolved upon bun of summing 
np to their lonlships the leading points of that evi- 
dence* in siu»port of the allegations contained in the 
Ereamble of the bill of pains and penalties against 
er nuuesty the queen. He trusted that, before he 
entered upon this summing up, their lordships 
would allow him a few moments to jostiiV hhnself, 
and his learned friends who acted with him, as to 
the course pursued by them, and the principles by 
which they were actuated, in conducting this most 
painful and anxious inquiry. The moment the at- 
torney-general had received his instructions to 
support this bill, he, together with his learned 
friends who were appointed to assist him, directed 
their most minute and anxious attention to collect 
all the evidence that it would be their duty to ad- 
dace before thcrir lordships upon such an occasion. 
They lost not a moment in weighing well and con- 
aidoing aU the materials, and every other evidence 
which could bear upon this great question. They 
collected together and digested every thine which 
they thought material to this paramount inquiry, 
without regard to either the influence or the im- 
pression which any parts of that evidence were 
calculated to create when it came before their 
lordships. They felt that in the progress of this 
cause they were not to make themselves a party to 
the in<]airy ; but to pursue it according to their 
lordships' mstrnctions, fairiy. candidly, and honest- 
Ijr. Having said thus much m behalf of himself and 
bis learned eoOeagnes, the duty now devolved 
npon him of pointinp; their lordships' attention to 
the leading facts, as disclosed in the evidence before 
them, and to enforce npon their lordships' atfentbn 
tibe manner in which the case at present stood, and 
how the evidence adduced made out and supported 
the allegations in the preamble of the biU. His 
duty was not to impose or to influence by anv dis- 
torted statement ; all that was required of him 
was, that he should sum up the evidence wiUi truth 
and accuracy, and then point out how it applied to 
the charges upon which the bill was founded. If 
it were not expected of bim to incur any charge of 
this mis-statement, still less^ he hoped, was it ex- 
pected of him to use the shghtest esipression de- 
rogatory from the station and dignity ofher miuesty 
the queen. No such expressions should escape 
his lips. The queen was here on trial before their 
lordships : one side— and that the case against her 
-->had only been heard. He, therefore, was bound 
In strict law, and so were their lordships, to con- 
sider her migcsty innocent of those foul charges 
ascribed to her until they heard her defence. 
None could pronounce her guilty until their lord- 
ships' verdict decided and justified that imputation. 
He and his learned friends had been charged with 
flcattering calumnies abroad, and throwing dirt 
against the character of the queen. Bnt, though 
this charge had been insidiously disseminated, he. 
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and those with him, felt guUtlesa of the imputation. 
They had, throughout, stated nothing whiph they 
had reason to beliere would not be satisfactorily 

{>roved. If calmnnies had been uttered, they be- 
onged to another quarter ; that quarter alone onriit 
to be called upon to acooimt lor them. Before na 
went further^ he would beg leave to call their lord- 
ships' attenuon to the nature of the charges sot 
forth in the preamble of the bill of pains and penal- 
ties against her mafesty the queen. That preamble 
began by stating, that her nuQesty in the year 1814 
had, in Milan,- engaged in the capacity of a menial 
servant, a man named Bartholomew Bergami ; that 
she had immediately after that time, committed 
disgraceful and unbecoming familiarities with that 
person ; that she had raised him in her housch<dd, 
and loaded him with honours ; that she had placed 
several members of his family in various situations 
of honour and rank about her person ; and that she 
had afterwards carried on, for a considerable pe- 
riod, an adulterous intorcourse with him. That was 
the head of the charges against the queen, as con- 
tained in the preamble of the bill ; and it was his 
duty to ask their lordships if that charge had not 
been substantially made out in evidence. He must 
now beg leave to carry back their lordships' atten- 
tion in point of time to what was done by her ma- 
jesty when she first set out frt>m Milan to Naples. 
He thought It right, for the sake of persiacuity, to 
take up the subject at the time he had just men- 
tioned, and then pursue it from that period up to 
the latest time that the queen's conduct had been 
mentioned in evidence. .It appeared, from the 
evidence before their lordships, that her nu^esty 
took Bergami into her service as a courier, at Bli- 
Un, in the year 1814 ; ho had previously lived in a 
menial situation with general Pino, his wages then 
being three livres a-day. It was also stated by the 
witness, that for the first fortnight after the queen 
took Bergami into her service he waited behind her 
m^esty's table. At that time a youth, of whom 
their lordships had heard, named William Austin, 
was in the constant habit of sleeping in her ma- 
jesty's apartment ; but the queen gare directions 
when she set out from Milan, that another b'.d-room 
should in future be provided for him, as he was adp 
vandng to a period in life when it would be unfit 
for him to sleep any longer in the chamber sho 
occupied. A separate apartment was accordingly 
provided for Austin on the arrival of the queen at 
Naples. When her nugesty arrived there, she 
slept at a country house. On the night after her 
arrival at Naples, the queen went to the opera. It 
was here most material for their lordships to attend 
throughout to all the relative situations of tho 
queen's bed-room and Bergami's, who was then her 
courier. At Naples, the communication between 
them was of this kind. There was a private pas- 
sage, whichjerminated at one side in a cabinet, 
that led to llergami's sleeping-room ; while on the 
other side of the same passage was the bed-room of 
the queen ; so that the occupant of either one or the 
other room could traverse this passage without in- 
terruption, for the passage had no communication 
with any other apartments than the two he had 
mentioned. The witness, their lordships would re- 
collect, had stated, that on the evening upon which 
her m^esty went to tho opera at Naples, she re<- 
turned home at a yery early hour, and went from 
her apartment into the cabinet contiguous to Ber.> 
gami's. That she soon returned to her own room, 
where her female attendant was in waiting, and 
gave strict orders that young Austin should not bo 
admitted into her room that night. The manner 
and conduct of the queen upon that occasion at- 
tracted the notice of the servant, who, excited by 
what she had noticed on the preceding night, ex- 
amined the stote of the beds on the following mom. 
ing. And what was the result of that examination f 
She bad stated that the small travelling bed had 
not been slept upon at all on that night, but that 
the larger bed hud the impression of Ijieing slept in 
by two persons ; and she further said, in answer to 
a question from one of their lordships, which could 
not be evaded, that she had also observed in the 
bed two marks of a description which but too clear- 
ly Indicattrd what bud passed there in the course 
of the night. Ho had indeed heard that none of 
the witnesses had deposed before their lordships to 
the actual fact of adultery ; but to such an assertion 
he would reply, that if those facts were true, no 
person of rational mind could doubt that on that 
3 H 
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Bight the adiUtenmt faitercoime was eommencad 
which formed the atfbject of the present unhappy 
inyestigation. Upon the sort of proof required in 
eases of adultery, he should mer^y o|)serre, that he 
did not recollect a single instance, in cases of adul- 
tery, where the actual fact was fully proved in eri- 
dence. The crime was always to be inferred from 
accompanying circumstances, which left no doubt 
of the fact upon the mind of a rational and intelli- 

I^ent man. On this point of proof he would beg 
eare to quote the opinion of one of the most en- 
lightened judges that erer sat in this country. He 
had received this opinion from one of his learned 
friends, who had taken notes of it at the time it was 
pronounced by the learned judge. It was in the 
case of Lnredcn ▼. Loreden, before Sir Willfam 
Sostt, in the consistory court, in the year 1800. The 
learned judge then stated, that there was no neces 
sity in a case of that nature to prove the actual 
ISsct of the adultery, for that could not be proved in 
ninety-nine cases out of a hundred, where there 
was still no donbt of its having taking place. The 
uniform rule was, that where facts were proved 
which directly led to the conclusion that the act of 
adultery had been committed, such proof must be 
taken as sufficient. Now let the house for a mo- 
ment look at the case in this light : — Suppose an 
adulterons intercourse reaUy to hare existed, how 
would tiiat intercourse have manifested itself? How 
bat from the habitual conduct of the parties T To 
flcreen such an intimacy from the eyes of attend- 
ants was impossible ; and let their lordships direct 
their attention to the scenes which had been con- 
stantly occurring — to the scenes which in continued 
detail, had been described by the witnesses. Their 
lordships would remember the ball which took 
place at the house upon the sea-shore, while the 
Drincess was at Naples. To that ball her royal 
Bighness went, accompanied only ffor the purpose 
of dressing and preparation) by the waiting-maid 
Dumont, and by tfergami ; two apartments, a dress- 
hig-room, and an anti-room being allotted to her 
nse. For her first character, that of a Neapolitan 
peasant, the princess was dressed by the waiting- 
maid ; she went into the ball-room, stayed a short 
time, returned fur the purpose of changing her 
dress, and did change it entirely; the chamber- 
maid all the while being left )n the anti-room, and 
the courier being in her dressing-room during the 
operation. Now the house could not but hare no- 
tic<^ the style of Mr. Williams's cross-examination 
as to that transaction. The witness had merely 
been asked whether there were not persons of 
rank and consideration in the ball-room below. 
But it had bcon said that, even admitting all these 
fiicts, they did not amount to evidence of adultery. 
Could any man look at a princess, locked up in her 
bed-room for nearly an hour, and changing ber 
dress with the assistance of her courier, and enter- 
tain any donbt upon the subject T The thing did not 
■top there ; there was another change of dress; ber 
royal highness assumed the charactcnr of a turkish 
lady ; and in that character, for the second time, 
went down stairs arm in arm with this courier, this 
common footman, this man accustomed to wait be- 
hind her chair ; aad what happened then t why, 
almost instantly, the courier returned. (The soli- 
citor-general then repeated the other heads of Ma- 
jochi's testimony.) All this, however, rested upon 
the testimony of Mi^ochi, who was, of course, a 
witness unworthy of belief. That witness had been 
eross-examined once, twice, and because Garlton- 
house had somehow been introduced,- he had just 
now been cross-examined for the third time : he 
(the solicitor-general) had attended most diligently 
to the first ero»s-examinatjon ; he bad since read 
the evidence as it appeared upon the minutes ; and 
he did declare that, as it appeared to him^ during 
a cross-examination of seven hours, extending orer 
a period of three years, and goin^ through a varie- 
ty of Aomplicated farts, in no one isHtancc had that 
witness been betrayed into inconsistency. Cer- 
tainly the wiaess had repeatedly used the phrase 
(perhaps of equivocal import,) ** I do not remem- 
ber ;" and the changes which had been rung upon 
that circumstance might produce an imprevaion 
upon low minds, although it could produce none 
upon the minds of their lordships. But it was im- 
posMble not to perceive the artifice — the let us have 
a few more " noa mi ricordos ;" and it was equally 
impossible not to perceive that to the questions 
proposed the wituess could return no other answer. | 



The learned counsel diMi reeapltnlatad the 
dence of Gsstano P#ifarao, which,he contended, 
calculated to make .a deep and lasting 
Before he quitted Naples he begged to allude to 
what bad taken place at the theatre of Saint C«r> 
los. The wife of the heir apparent of the 
of Great Britain, at that time holding the snpi 
government of the country, having aboat ~ 
suite of ladies and gentlemen, was deairoas of 
ing in prirate. surely she might have 
some respectable person of her suite, som 
table inhabitant or Naples, some proper and deoenc 
companion, without materially infringing apun tbe 
privacy of the transaction ; but she chose tier cfaaa»- 
oermaid and her courier. It was a rainy nigfat ; 
dazk, gioomy, and tempestuous ; a hired carriof « 
was drawn up at a prirate door at the botcom of 
the garden ; they traversed the terrace, tiie gar- 
den ; got into the hired carriage at the private 
door, proceeded to the theatre, and there met with 
such a reception as obliged them to retreat and 
return home. To what conclusion did this occur- 
rence lead the mind of every man acquainted with 
such transactions. He next adverted to the oocur- 
rences at Genoa, where the chamber of Bergani 
was again immediately contiguous to that of che 
princess, and where numerous instances occurred* 
cleariy demonstrating the familiarity which sub- 
sisted between them. There too she became aur- 
rounded with the family of her faroorite, and r»> 
oeired his child, his mother, and his sister, into her 
suite. To another point. — It appeared that the 

erincess, while at Genoa, had gone to look at a 
ouse in a secluded spot, and at some d^tance te 
the ci^. What was the recommendatioa of 
house f that it was £ar from Genoa ; far from the 
finglish. Let their lordships look to the erideuee 
of Sacchi, and they would find — whatf why, that 
during the whole of the journey through Gemaay 
and through the Tyrol, the p^eatest anxiety had 
been shown by her royal highness to aroid the 
English upon every occasion : the first quesdoa lo 
be put on arriving at any place was, whedier Eng- 
lish of rank were at handT If that queetion was 
answered in die affirmative, the party ]prooeeded 
to other quarters. From Genoa, oeing joined by 
ladv Charlotte Campbell, the princess proceeded 
to Milan. Lady Charlotte Campbell, however, did 
not travel with her roysl highness, and shortly 
after Quitted her altogether ; from which time no 
English lady of rank or station remained ia her 
suite. A lady of honour was then it appeared to 
be procured at Milan. And who had been chosen 
tofill that situation f The sbter of BergamL No 
foreigner of rank ; no English lady of respectahOi. 
ty ; but the sister of Bergami, the coontees of OUL 
Was that lady in any way fitted for the office I 
The princess spoke little Italian: the countess 
spoke only the Italian of the lower orders, and no 
French. They were so situated, that little oomara- 
nication. and no conversation, could take place be> 
tween them. It was upon these facts, which had 
been called trifling by the other side, but whidi ha 
did not look upon as trifling ; it was upon those 
incidental facts— -fiicts which could not be invented 
or exaggerated by witnesses, tlmt the learned gen- 
tleman relied for confirmation of his case ; and 
those persons must wilfully shut their eyes ai^nst 
conviction, whose inferences and condnsionii were 
other than his own. These facts were followed by 
others, not less conclusive. There was one cir- 
cumstance of the gold chain at Venice — and the 
still more prominent fact of Dumont baring actnaBy 
seen Bergami pass through her chamber into the 
room of the princess. In cases like the present 
every thing was to be inferred frvm the geneva! 
conduct of the parties ; and it had been dearly 
shown that the princess and Bergami were con- 
stantly conducting themselves like loren, or like 
man and wife durmg the day, while erery prepara- 
tion was made to prerent the interruption of their' 
intercourse dupng the night. The familiarities at 
the Villa d'Este were not spoken to by one, two, 
or three witnessoN, but by such a body of testimony 
as set donbt at defiance. Walking arm in arm in 
the gardens, alone in a canoe upon the lake— em- 
bracing and kissing each other^where such inti- 
macies were proved even between persons in an 
equal rank of life, accompanied by a constant 
anxiety for access to the bed-chamber of each other, 
no court could refuse to draw the inference that 
adultery had been committed To go thnmgh tho 
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vliole leriet «if evldmiM voald only be to Iktigue 
Che house : hut what would be fald to the tettimoiiy 
m Rafaanmi with respect to the etatuef, to the 
flgvret of Adam and Eret He remembered that 
Id the very ca«e upon which he had already stated 
to the hoQse the jadgment of Sir William Scott— 
In that very case a letter had been prodaced writ- 
ten by Che lady to her lOTer, in which she related 
some circomstances of an indecent nature. To 
that letter, as eridence, U>e learned judge had moet 
particularly adverted; saying, that no woman 
'would have so written to a man unless an adulter* 
ons intercourse. had taken place between them. 
That obserration applied most fully to the case in 
point. Her royal highness went subsequently to 
Catanii, and he begged to call their lordships' a^ 
tention to what passed there, berause it was most 
Important. There was a particular arrangement 
of apartments, which in consequence of the indis- 
position of Bergami, was afterwards altered. Her 
royal highness slept in the room adioining that of 
Mademoiselle Dumont and her sister, Marietta 
Bron, and on the other side of that room slept the 
countess of Oldi. Bergami being Ul, he was put 
Into the room preTinusly occupied by the countess 
of Oldi, and the countess was placed in the apart- 
ment of her royal highness. It would be seen, 
therefore, that up to this period Dumont and her 
sister slept between the apartment occupied by 
Bergami and that allotted to her royal highness. 
They were in the habit of going to breakfast about 
nine o'clock ; the door which communicated with 
their room was sometimes open, sometimes closed ; 
hut on one particular morning, happening to re- 
main beyond the usual time (to the best of her re- 
collection, her sister being presentj about the hour 
of ten, her royal highness, carrying the pillows on 
which she was accustomed to sleep, came out of the 
room of Bei^ami. She saw Dumont— she eyed 
her, and passed into her own room, contrary to 
her usual custom, without saying any thing. He 
believed that no questions were put as to that part 
of the case by the learned counsel, on the other 
side ; but their lordships, in the discharge of that 
important duty, which had been cast upon them, 
thought it necessary that some questions vhould be 
asked, to ascertain whether a large portion of time 
had not been passed by her royal highness in 
the bed-room of Bergami. Their lordships asked, 
whether Dumont had quitted the room that morn- 
ing T To which she answered, that she had not. 
How long had she been awake t She answered 
two hours. Whether, during that time, her royal 
highness passed through the room f Her answer 
was, no. Then the inference was, that certainly 
for two hours her royal highness had been in the 
bed-room of the courier. When he stated this fact, 
he was aware that it would be again said, that it 
depended on the evidence of Dumont, and there* 
fore it became necessary, as much of what be had 
to introduce rested on her credit, fortified and sup- 
ported as it was by corroborative statements, to say 
a word or two with respect to what had been 
thrown out on the other side, for the purpose of 

impeaching her testimony. ^The learned counsel 

then ingeniously commented on the letters which 
had been produced on the cross-examination of Du- 
mont, and contended that they were clearly wri^. 
ten by her, not in sincerity, but for the pur|>ose of 
meeting the eye of the princess and Bergami, with 
a view to promote the interests of her sister. If 
what the counsel on the other side were saying was 
correct— if there were no ground for casting an im- 
putation on the character of her royal highness — if 
there were nothing mysteriouH in the conduct of 
this courier — ^if Bergami were advanced in the ser- 
vice solely on account of his merits, and the respect 
he bore to an honourable mistress — if such were 
his situation, and the character u)f his connection, 
what was the inevitable condusion to which it led 1 
Could there bo a more desirable witness than that 
man himself, to contradict the testimony of Dumont f 
She spoke of his conduct when the three parties 
only were present, not on one occasion, but many. 
If the connection of Bergami with her royal high- 
ness were such as was alleged in the bill, he certain- 
ly could not appear at their lordships' t>ar ; but, if 
It were a pure connection, unsullied by those cir- 
cnmstances which he (the solicitor-general) had 
stated, why was he not opposed to this witness t 
Why jvas he not brought forward to contradict Du- 
mont— to show that a baie attack was made on the | 
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eharacter and honour of ttie most amIalMe prlnoese 
in the world— to prove that Dumont had been ftdsa* 
ly aoouslng her royal highness with citmea tfist 
were never committed t Having made these obser* 
vations on the statement of his learned friend, re< 



lative to the testimony of this witness, he called on 
their lordships to consider the whole of the evi> 
dence, to take all the story together, and to see 
whether she was ultimately contradicted In any 
point that could destroy the Inference to which her 
testimony must eridently lead. He asked of their 
lordships to mark the evidence on both sides, and 
to mark how the case then stood. At Milan this 
man had been employed as a courier in genemi 
Pinol serrice. He afterwards was admitted to the 
same rank in her royal highnees's household. But 
in the course of a few montlis he became her royal 
highness's equerry, then her chamberlain, then, by 
her influence, knight of Malta, then Baron do la 
Franduni, then knight of the holy sepulchre at 
Jerusalem, and tiaen grand master of ttie order 
which her ro^al highness herself creatqi. They 
would find him also possessed of a considerable 
property at the very gates of Milan. The ttan who 
had been a few years before living in a prison (for 
what reason he knew not), who had received three 
livres a day from genertd Pino— they found this 
man suddenly covered with orders and honours. 
For what cause t for what service f for what ta- 
lents f He asked this because, when tiieir lordships 
considered it together with the other facts, it 
strengthened and confirmed the statement of the 
witnesses, and made it almost impossible tu adduce 
any other cause fbr the extraoidinaxy love which 
her royal highness manifested towards this maa 
but that which was alleged. But to proceed. A 
vessel was hired for the purpose oif making a long 
▼oyage, and her royal highness went on board at 
Augusta. [The solicitor-general here repeated the 
evidence relative to the transactions on board the 
polacre.] Here were five witnesses speaking of 
what passed on board the polacre— deposing to dr. 
cumstances that took place In the presence of a 
person who was in the suit of her royal highneas 
at the time and who was still in her service. Why 
then were they not contradicted f As the case now 
stood, had he not stated suffident to convince their 
lordships' minds of what was passing, at that im- 
portant period, between those parties 1 The learned 
gentleman now recapitulated the remainder of the 
evidence, advertmg to the licentiousness which 
marked the proceedings at theBarona; the dance 
of the man Mahomed ; the midnight occurrences at 
Chamits, where Dumont was driven f^om her royal 
highness's chamber to make way for Bergami ; the 
events at Carlsruhe; and tibe subsequent transac- 
tions at Baden, Vienna, and Trieste,— at which lat- 
ter place Bergami was seen coming out of his own 
rtK>m in his drawers and slippers, and going into 
that of the countess of Oldi, which had a communi. 
cation wiUi the chamber of the princess. All these 
facts proved an adulterous intercourse at that pe- 
riod, and by circumstances too wfaidi mntuaUy con- 
firmed each other. He would now call thdr lord- 
shins' recollection to the evidence of two witnesses 
— toe last that were called before them— he meant 
Rastelli and Sacchi. [Here he re-stated their evi- 
dence, and contended with great force that they 
confirmed in every particular tiie testimony of those 
persons who had gone before them.} 

On the ninth of September, upon the application 
of her majesty's counsel, the fhrther consideration 
of the bill was a4Jonmed to Tuesday the third of 
October ; at which time it was stated they would 
be prepared to enter upon 

HER MAJESTY'S DEFENCE. 

Mr. Bbocgham accordingly commenced his ad- 
dress to the house on behairof her mi^esty,— a 
speech which occupied the whole of that, and the 
greater part of the following day. This speech haa 
been so much admired, that any attempt at abbre- 
viating it would only spoil what Is considered toe 
fine and perfect an example of legal oratory, to ad 
mit of mutilation. Suffice it to observe, his length- 
ened address contained a summary of events during 
twenty-six years, from the period of her maijestya 
first arrival in this country,^ " as niece of our sove- 
reign, intended consort of his royal hdr, and herself 
not remote in title to the crown of England." After 
detailing all the occurrences wfakh look place be- 
tween her arrival in 17M, and her departure for the 



.-.. he then, in a most able vumner, 
the aereral eridencet brought for- 
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ward in sapport of the profecution, ably contrastiag 
the diacrepancie* between their reapectiye depose 
tions in chief, and those which were extracted by 
the ingenioot ntode of croM-examinations adopted 
by her m^eaty's adTocatM— oommentingmoftt pow- 
erfioHy on theae contradictiona aa they aroae, and 
with the conruacationa of a Imninoua dlaplay of 
forenaic and impaaaioned eloquence, bearing down 
all oppoaition to truth, whererer anch appeared.— 
Adrerting to former prooeedinga inatituted againat 
hia Oluatrioua clien^ he took occaaion to euIogMc 
Pitt, PerciTal, and Whitbread, aa her early defend- 
era — ^her firm, dauntleaa, and able advocatea. And 
when death had awept all theae away, the ap- 
proaching rumbling of the atorm, he aaid. common- 
oed, thoi^fh it waa atayed by her laat friend, her 
daughter: when that aole support waa gone, all 
tiiat aoight be dreaded by her impiediately took 
place, had ahe not poaaeaaed the conaciouaneaa of 
innocence. After ridiculing moat forcibly the otI- 
dence, from Bligoehi to Dumont, in a atrain of irony 
MO levelled that it cannot be ahortened, without 
loaing all ita point, — he next, with equ^ felicity, 
aaaaib the Mfilan commiaaion; tiie proffer of the 
inoreaaed annuity by miniatera ; and deduces from 
her migeaty'a rcfjecoon of it an irrefkugible pre- 
anmption of her innocence. Then he attacks Uie 
character of the Italian witneaaea, dereloping the 
motivea which might naturally induce them to en- 
list in a cause of persecution, for filthy lucre — with 
the power exercised to bring them to the bar of 
their lordahips' houae, and the paina taken in drill- 
ing them for the manoeuTree displayed there : con- 
trasting the proceedings during the reign of Henry 
YIII. with the preaent time. By theae commenta- 
riea upon the maaa of erideace, after entering into 
a line of delence too Tolominoaa to be here repeat- 
ed, he concladea hia elaborate addresa in the man- 
ner hereunder recited : 

" The queen ia now, and haa been long placed 
in a singular, in a moat emfaarraaaing aituatton. Her 
mind from recent, aa well aa former erenta, muat 
be natnraUy disposed to pnt a painful oonatruction 
on the conduct and motirea of all by whom ahe ia 
aurronnded. She haa been inured to thia by a long 
and uninterrupted oourae of peraecution— by much 
and aevere oppreasion, abroad and at home, by 
manifold franda upon her benerolence and gener- 
ona credulity — ^by the malice and treachery of spies 
and serrants — by those hidden artifices which it 
was impoaaible alwaya to trace. Thia last scene 
was not calculated to form an exception in her 
mind to the conduct habitually pursued liy those 
who surrounded her. All she had witnessed in 
Italy, all showltneaaed aince herarriral here, down 
to uie laat day of thia proceeding— tiie witneaaea 
who appeared against her, the manner in which 
they conducted themselTea, the nature of their 
testimony, were all calculated to fill with general 
anapicion and diatruat, an otikerwise unsuspecting 
breast. It is the portion of those who hare been 
persecuted by enemies— it is their unhappy, but 
unavoidable lot to be liable to suspicion — ^not to 
know to whom Uiey dare trust. This distrust, forced 
on the mind by arecoUection of unceasing plots and 
artifice, must, no doubt, render her majesty ex- 
tremely fearful and circumspect with respect to any 
witness she may be disposed to call in her defence. 
Her m^esty, for aught I know, may now be har- 
bouring in her breast a viper of the same brood as 
Dumont, I mean the aiater of that penon, one with 
whom she corresponded, and, aaahe aaid, hi cypher, 
but this I do not Deliere. All these dLrcumatancea 
are calculated to preacribe auapidon, aa a duty in 
her migesty'a present aitnation. It ia alien to an 
innocent creature, but it ia one of theae guarda that 
innocence is obliged to hare recourse to, when sur- 
rounded by such persons as the Grimms, the Omp- 
tedas, the Douglasses, and the still less scrupulous 
M^jochis. Dumonis, and Sacchia. We ahall ahow, 
tliat at the time Dumont represented Bergami aa 
having returned with the passport, and spending 
the night in the princess's rooms, that prepara- 
tions were then actually making for the journey ; 
diat so far from remaining there during the night, 
they entered the caxriage in an hour and a half af- 
ter hia arrival; that the whole of this period waa 
employed in getting ready the baggage; and that 
whuo thia business was going forward, the queen'i 
door continued always open : her servants were 
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ooBstantly Maafaif , ao that the:p might eaotly htkrm 
seen any Oing mat occ u rr e d in the room. They 
an came in and out aa often aa B 
preparationa for the Journey, whilat the inrinc 
waa reeUned on the bed in a travelling dreea, 
which ahe had lain down determined at whatei 
hour the paaaport arrived to reaome her course. 
How haa it happened that in no one instance have 
two witneaaea been called to eatabltah a aiagle 
Cact t Why waa ttiia omitted, when it might be dons 
without difficulty T Why, but for thb plain reaeoo, 
that it would not be prudent to call forward one for 
the purpoae of awearing, and another wWk a view 
to confirmation. If two witneaa ea had bee« called 
to one fact, it waa likely that in the 
tion they might contradict each other, and 
tore it waa that my learned frienda nradentiy ab- 
atatned i^om having recourae to ao dangeroos aau 
experiment. One arcumatance waa aUnded to, to 
the truth of which, if true, a number of 
might have been cdled. The drcumatanee I mc 
is that which is stated to have taken place at 
masquerade. It muat have been known to ni 
ben tibat her majeoty appeared there ; that ahe 
hiaaed in conaequence of the indecency of her 
dreaa. Theae were drcumatancea which, upon a 
public occaaion, could not poaaiUy have been con- 
cealed. The hisaing must ere long have been 
known at Naples, and not only there, but to the 
surrounding country, and all the cities round ahooi^ 
'* Bt omnibus aliia opidia." What has beooane of T. 
lyson ? Why haa ahe not been called t I will teB 
you the reaaon— ahe ia not an Italian, if the focta 
ateted be true, there were the moat important 
reaaona for caUing thia witaeaa : ahe waa one ef 
ttie queen's aervanta— ahe had tbe care of the UneUa 
auperintended it ; the practice of caUing waalkerwo- 
men waa not novel ; they were caDed in the Doug- 
las plot ; rendered wiae, however, by experience, 
no attempt waa made to bring diem fbrward on the 
present occaaion. I contend, that aa the caee now 
atanda, I am not bound to call witn eaaea ; and I 
submit that there is no necessity for it. If your 
lordahips believe what has been stated by ttie wit- 
nesses against her miQesty, there is pnxrf'pceitive 
uf adultery. If yon believe Saochi, Bergani has 
been seen twice going into the bed-room of the 
princeaa, and not returning. If 3ron beMere him, 
and acme more of the witneaaea, in all they have 
awom to, ahe is not only goOty of the crime alleged 
acainst her in the biD, but she is as bad even aa 
Meaaalina. If, however, they are not worthy of 
credit— if they have awom to theae circnuataacea, 
knowing them to be falae, we muat oondnde them 
to be more vile than those jacobina who. in the pro- 
greaa of the French revolution, attempted to affix ao 
unnatural a charge upon Marie Antoinette. The 
foireat reputotion, when attacked in this manner, 
cannot poaaibly eacape but in one way. It is not 
poaaible to overtorn the charge by contending 
timony, becauae the plotter, on anch o* 
takea care, that there & only one who can 
he adecta, for examj^e, the time and place in wliicfa 
any of your lord^upa may be found alone. Yon 
may be m the place at die time mentioned. A dt 
rect contradiction under auch circnmstanoea ia im- 
poaaible. What does the court do before 
auch a caae ia brought ? They vrill direct the 

Siuittal of the person accnaed, if the 
islaehood, and in the moot unimportant partienlar 
ahould be detected in the evidence of the base 
former. I call upon your lordahina now to 
upon the aame principle. I aak only ^ii» 
tion for her migeaty — a protection which n 
innocence demand. Much haa been aaid of the aa- 
taation of Bergami previous to hia entering the 
vice of the queen : it haa been aaid that thia 
atance alone, oontraated with the sphere of life in, 
which he nowmovea ia quite anflfcient to exatn 
aoapicion. My lords, it cannot be denied diat hn 
haa been elevated to a aituation by hia illimtiiona 
miatreaa, for above that in which he formerly 
moved, and sorry I should be, indeed, if, in this 
country, such a circumstance could lay a founda- 
tion (or a serious charge. If raising a meritorioue 
servant to a place of trust, was to be inainnated am 
matter of criminality, God forind we should ever 
see the day when all stations may not he open to all 
men according to their merits. I beg^ however, to 
remind your lordships, that the rapidity of his pr». 
motion was quite overstated. Ine manner of it 
shows, that he earned it gradniOy by the foithfol 
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DOM of his cbanetor and tlw propiiaty of his con- 
doot, and it tends also to show the nttle credit that 
is to be giren to some part of the eridenoe. Du- 
nont stated. If she is to be belioTed, that, in the 
short space of three weeks after he was taken into 
senrice, the princess promoted him to her bed ; yet 
after this he still continoed to act as courier ; he 
dined with the servants at Oenoa, and only once 
sat at the princess's table by accident. It was on- 
ly towards the dose of the period immediately pre- 
▼ions to their Toyage, that he was admitted to her 
table. He proceeded by slow degrees in the ser* 
▼ice of the qaeen, travelling first on horseback as 
courier, then in a carriage l>y hfanself, and subse- 
qnently made chamberlain. This is utterly incon. 
sistent, if you suppose the queen to be that insane, 
infatuated woman, she has Men described. Wonld 
she, if thus violently attached, allow her paramour 
to remain even a day in a degrading situaaon. This 
does not res em ble the manner in which love usually 
rewards the dtinct on whom it is fixed. It raflier 
resctables the slow progress by which merit strug- 

Ses tkdrottgh difllcalneo to the place it is worUty of. 
ergami was no common man, but a person of 
merit. His origin was not low, for his tather pos- 
sessed a moderate property in the north of Italy. 
He got into diiBcultles, like many Italian gentle- 
men, and soon sold his estate to pay his father's 
debts. He wss certainly reduced, but still a re- 
duced gentleman, and recognised as such in gen- 
eral Pinoli service, for he dued at his table during 
the Spaniih campaign. The general respected him, 
and he wm universally esteemed by kJl those whom 
he served. They encouraged him to hope for bei* 
ter things, as knowing his former situation and his 
present merit. It was an Austrian nobleman who 
proposed him as a courier in the service of the 
queen, and he was hired by the chamberlain with- 
out her msiesty's knowledge. This nobleman ex- 
pressed a hope that he would be promoted as he 
had seen better days. It was almost a condition of 
his engagement that he should go as a courier, and 
be snbsequenUy raised to a better station, if he 
rendered nimsaf worthy of it. My lords, I do not 
dwell upon this as an important arcumstance. I 
do not tbink it is matertal to tiie defence. I think I 
have already disposed of the case by the comments 
I have made upon the evidence. T thought it ne- 
cessary, however, to dwell on the circumstance, 
as it had been a common topic of conversation. Ir 
her mioesty had been charged with secret guilt, 
against which it is not easr to proride defence— had 
slie l>een charged with what could have fallen un- 
der the observation of those with whom she could 
have associated as friends or equals— with any im- 
proper courses in public intercourse, I could nave 
stood upon high ground indeed. I could have easi> 
ly refuted every insinuation of this kind, to what- 
ever period of her life it might .have been attached 
— whether before she visited this country, or whUo 
she continued in it. I hold in my hand a testimo- 
nial, written by his late majesty, which cannot be 
read without ttie deepest feelings of sorrow and 
respect for his character. It proves the light in 
wfaldk he viewed her at that time, and whom, both 
then and ev,er after, he loved with a more tender 
recollection than any of the rest of her tamily. The 
plainness, the honesty, intelligence, and manly 
sense of this note, written in 1804, could not be 
soiBciently admired : it is thus— 

" Windsor Castle, Nov. 18, 1804. 

" My dearest Daughter-in-law and Niece, 
" Yesterday, I and the rest of my famfly had an 
interview with the prince of Wales at Kew : care 
was taken on all sides to avoid all sutgecta of alter- 
cation, or explanatifm ; consequently, the conver- 
satkm was neither instructive nor entertaining : but 
it lea*es the prince of Wales in a situation to show 
whether Us desire to return to his family is only 
verlwl or real, which time alone can show. I am 
not idle in my endeavours to make inoniries that 
may enable me to communicate some plan for the 
advantage of the dear child. You and I with so 
much reason must interest ourselves : and its ef- 
fecting my having the happiness of living with you, 
is no smafi incenave to my forming some idea on 
the subject, but you may depend upon their not 
being decided upon without your thorough and cor- 
dial concurrence ; for your authority as mother, it 
js my object to support. Believe me at all times. 



af dearest daughter-in-law and nieoe, your roost 
ectionate fattier«in-law and uncle, 

- 0E0R6B R." 

This was the opinion, and these were tae senti* 
ments, of a man not ignorant of the rules of society, 
or deficient in his knowledge of the human heart. 
Here he showed all the anxiety ef a tender and af- 
fectionate parent for the hap]nness and welfare of 
a child, and evioced all those sentiments in favour 
of the intoresta of ihe princess of Wales, which the 
consciousness ahme of the purity of her conduct, 
and the extent of her merita, could have excited. 
I might now read to your lordships a letter firom 
liiM illustrious successor, not in the same, tone, not 
indicative of the same regard— but by no moans in. 
dicative of any want of eonfUlenoe, or any desire to 
trammel his royal consort in that course of life 
which her own feelings might suggest. I allude to 
that letter whidi has been so often before your 
lordships in other shapes, and which I do not tidnk 
necf!8sary now to repeat. In that letter he expresf* 
ed his wish that they should live apart. Their in. 
cUnations, he said, were not in their power, and 
their mutual happiness wonld be best consulted by 
their living asunder, under any plan which might 
seem most conducive to their comfbrta. There was 
no indication that her conduct should be made a 
sul^ect of observation, or that her seclusion should 
be mterrupted by the rigour of a scrutiniiing agen- 
cy — such as had brought die present bill of pains 
and penalties into life. (A cry of ** Bead the let- 
ter," from the ministerial benches.) 

Mr. Brougham immediately read the following 
letter:— 

" Madam— As lord Chohnondely informs me that 
you wish I wonld define, in writing, the terms upon 
which wo are to Uvc, I shall endeavour to expuin 
myself upon that head with as much clearness, and 
with as much propriety, as the nature of the sub- 
Ject will admit. Dnr inclinations are not in our 
power ; nor should either of us be held answerable 
for the oflier, because nature hss not made us suit< 
able to each other. Tranquil and comfortable so- 
ciety is, however. In our power ; let our intercourse, 
therefore, be restricted to that; and I wHl dis- 
tinctly subscribe to the condition which you re- 
quired through lady Cholmondely, Uiat, even in the 
event of any accident happening to my daughter, 
which I trust Providence will in its mercy aver^ 
I shall not infringe the terms of the restriction, by 
proi»osing, at any period, a connection of a more 
particular nature. I shell now finally dose diis 
disagreeable correspondence ; trusting that, as we 
have completely explained ounelves to each other, 
the rest of our lives win be passed in uninterrupted 
tranquillity. I am, madam, with great troth, very 
sincerely yours. 

(Signed) " GEORGE P." 

My lords, — I do not mean to call this, as it has 
been termed by others, a letter of license ; but I 
think that such an epistle must make it a matter of 
natural wonder to the minds of aU by whom it has 
been heard, to find that ever after the individual by 
whom it had been received should have been mado 
the otgeet of a more especial watohfolnoss, and 
should have been exposed to an increased rigour 
of observation. Such, however, my lords, is the 
state of thiH case ; and it is under these circum- 
stances that her maiesty is now unexpectedly drag, 
ged to your bar. The secret agency by which she 
has beoi haunted, at length effected the first step 
towards her destruction ; but, thank God I their ma- 
chinations must here cease. The innocence, and 
Uie purity of my Slnstrious client has been assailed, 
but I trust with confidence, that the base efforts of 
her calumniators will rc«oil upon themselves. 
Your lordships have attentively regarded the evi* 
dence as it has been submitted to your notice* 
You have no doubt watched the character of the 
witaesses, and I am satisfied yon will agree with 
me, that not one of those witnesses is entitled to 
the slightest credit. No single tact of the heinous 
charges which have been msde has been supported 
by a single individual entitled to credit. Good wit. 
nesses were within the reach of her mi^esty's ac- 
cusers, persons entitled to confidence and belief; 
but these had been studiously avoided. The plot 
has been discovered by the means of those piand- 

Eles which invariably apply to such cases, it has 
een exposed to the open glare of day, by the case 
breaking down in some of those parts whioh, how- 
ever ingeniously got up as a whole, were left cx> 
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ipoMd to attack. The pn^eat featmres of the plan 
have been preserred watli a •tudious regard to alti- 
mate cqccom; bat tome of the minor fortification*, 
ttauk a belief that their weakneM w<radd not be dis- 
corered, were left unprotected. It is by thia means 
that jiiadee has triomphed — it is by such trifles that 
the weightiest and most aerious aocosations hare, 
eren after haTingrecoived the support of great and 

good men, been laid prostrate. I shall be excused 
J your lordships for quoting an authori^ from 
Scripture, in support of tbis proposition, llie pas- 
sage to which 1 allude, recites a case in which the 
jud|:es of that day, the elders, were arraigned 
against the accused — and in which, when they 
were on the ere nf pronouncing an unjust judg- 
ment, with the full persuasion of its justice, the 
▼iciim was rescued from the gripe of destruction 
which was about to grasp him, by the simple cir- 
cumstance of a contradiction respecting a tamarisk 
tree. Such had been the case m the present in- 
stance. Mqjochi, Dumon^ Saochi, and all the 
other herd of witnesses, who had been called, de- 
posed with unblushing coo^dence, and with an un- 
deriating accuracy to all the main features of the 
charges, which it was their object, as well as their 
interest, to sustain, and might hare erentually 
succeeded, but for the aid and interposition of that 
Dirine Providence which wills not that the guilty 
shall triumph. When such a case as this is before 
you^whcn such evidence is brought to support it, 
can you hesitate as to the opinion which it becMomes 
your bounden duty to form f Can you, upon eri- 
denne, which would bo inadequate to proTe the 
most trifling debt — which would be too impotent to 
deprive a subject of the commonest civu right— 
which woqkl be rejected in the most ordinary court 
of justice as insufficient to establish the lowest of- 
fence—can you, I say, upon such scandalous and 
barefaced poijury, in Oils, the highest court which 
is known to the law of the land, entertain a charge 
so monstrous as that which has for its olgect the 
ruin of the honour of an English queen f What 
would be said by the people of Bnglaikl — ^what 
would be said by the world at large — ^if, upon diis 
species of proof, acting, as 3ron do, as judges and 
legislators, you were to pass a bill, which must for 
ever debase and degrade an iiunred, an innocent 
woman? 

My lords, — I pray y6ur lordships to pause, stand- 
ing as you do on the brink of a precipice, before 
you form your judgment— a judgment which, if 

1>rononnced in favour of the bill now under your 
ordships' consideration, will fail in its object, and 
wiU return upon those who give it. nave th^ 
country, my lords, f^m the horrors of such an oc- 
currence ; save yourselves from the consequences 
of an event by which you would risk the situation 
you hold in that country of which you are the orna- 
ment, but in which you would cease to flourish if 
no longer served by the people. Like the blossom 
torn firom its parent stem, and dragged firom the 
root by which its beauties were sustained, once de- 
prived of the confidence, and esteem, and support 
of your fellow men, yon must wither and decay. 
Then, my lords, 1 say, save that cnontry, that you 
may continue to adorn it— save the crown, the peo- 
ple, and the aristocracy— shake not the altar itself, 
which would not be less endangered than its kin- 
dred throne. Your lordships willed— the king 
willed that the queen of these realms should be 
left without the solemn service of the church. In 
the absence of this solemnitv, she sustained no 
loss, for she still enjoyed the heartfelt prayers of 
the people. Her migesty wants not my prayers — 
but I now ardently and sincerelv supplicate the 
throne of grace, that mercy may be poured down 
on the people in a larger proportion than their 
rulers deserve, and that your hearts may be tunned 
towards justice." 

He was followed by Mr. Williams, in an equal 
strain of impreesive eloquence ; in which the leara* 
ed counsel adverted to a great variety of prominent 

Eoints, sworn to in the prosecution, which he stated 
e should be enabled to give the clearest contradic- 
tion to, by the testimony that would now be addu- 
ced. The examination of witnesses on behalf of 
her mijeaty then began on the fifth of October, and 
was continued till the twenty-fourth— when Mr. Den- 
man proceeded to sum up the eridenre for the de- 
fence m a speech which histed two successive days, 
*"'\^"*^# *i! " wholly impracticable to give even an 
oDtUne of, being, as it was, a retrospective riew of 



the whole proceedings, «■ c e nteaateJ la 
and prosecatioB, with the oonprahenaive and ably 
apphed illoatrattTe remarks of such a ooaMcAar 
and such an orator as her majesty's soHcitorgcauca^ 
—who, at the conclusion of hb eloquent hanmna^ 



made use of the following remarkably 
gnaM: 

** There is one topic, my lords, on which it is im- 
possible for me not to comment. We have bean 
told that the oonduct of her majeety limisliea aa 
inference in support of the charges in the pceain- 
ble. I am ready that the defence ahall stand or foil 
by that test ; and I ask, whether it ia poeaible Bar a 
person so d<npraved, in the first place, to have tmtn* 
ed away all her servants, at the moment when they 
had possessed themselves of the 
and damning secrets, and afterwards to have _ 
ceeded in that low attachment, that disgnsting de> 
bauchery with an individnal who had been ele v a t e d 
for the most criminal purposes, in defiance of all 
the principles with which human nature was ei 
acquainted f It is one of the conseqnencea of 
an infotuation that it deatroya all worldly 
ations — 



Not 



wfloUIddcato 



And, if so, would her nugeety not have been willing 
to hide her head in any part of the continent, in 
the enjovment of that luicnrious profnaion, in wMch 
she had been tempted, by offers firom Uus oooniry, 
to continue even with great splendour f Wonld ahe 
not have been most anxious to retire to Peaare, or 
to the Lake of Como, and there to expend apon her 
fovouriie the vast income to be appropriated to her 
use 1 Is it possible to believe, that, arter the loss ot 
all that maJces .life dear, and character valnahle— 
after rice and profligacy had become her daOy ha- 
bits — ^that her m^esty would have sprung to thia 
country, irritated and stung by nothing but this de- 
testable accusation f Look, my lords, at the oondnet 
of her nameless and unseen prosecutor, and dien at 
the conduct of my iUustrious client. For a ae iie e of 
years she has been the object of unceasing ] 
tion. The deaUi of her only daughter waa 
ately followed by this frightAil tsonvpxncy. The de- 
cease of her last remaining protector, wlioee fife, 
while it was prolonged, was stin a pvoteetfua, 
though his affection oould no longer be diaplayed, 
succeeded not long afterwards. It was anoonnoed 
to her, not in the language of kind respect, or even 
of decent condolence, but in a shape which fiore. 
stalled the decision of parliament upon thia great 
question. Cardinal Gonsalvi was the instrameat ef 
stripping her of her rank, and of depriring her of 
those honours to which her station in society laid 
claim. Her title as princess Caroline of Cnglaiid 
was stated in the face of her passport ; and the first 
transaction of this new reign, in which ev« traitor* 
were spajred and felons pardoned by a lavish exer- 
tion of the royal prerogative of mercy, was the nr — ' 
illegal and unchristian act yet recorded in the 
nals of the British monarchy. To the queen it 
no new reign of peace and amnesty, but the 
mencement of a prosecution in whidi malignity and 
falsehood were united for her destrpction. Mer 
name was excluded from the liturgy ; but when it 
was forbidden that the praters of the people should 
be offered up for her, their hearts made a full eom- 
pensation for that odious exercise of unjust anthn. 
rity. Under such circumstances, what shall we saj 
to the bill before the house f As a divorce bill it 
exists no more ; the mere fact that the crime un> 
puted was committed six years ago, dismisaes it witfc 
contempt; and the fact of the letter of llcenae, writ- 
ten so recently after the marriage ceremony wna 
performed, ia of itself an answer to an^ claim oa 
the part of the husband. But it is a bill of paina 
and penalties — a bill of degradation, dethroncaeat^ 
and disgrace ; and, if your lordships shall determian 
to proceed against this persecuted and injured vro- 
man, I can only say, that it is your jdcasnre to dn 
so. But sure 1 am that your honour as peers, yoor 
jtmtiee as judges, and your feeling as men, win coaa 
pel you to taxe part with the oppressed, instead ol 
giving the victory to the oppressor. I was about to 
observe that there were certain indiriduala, wlie 
had not been called as witnesses— simply for thia 
reason — that our case is already proved, and tinic 
we do not think it decent, or consistent with tho 

Srinciples of histice, to overload the ndnntce alrcn- 
y so unwieldy, by admitting that we are bound tn 
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t» a tlaeto ttep fturtiiflr. We baTe often heard of 
challengee ana deftanoea— we have been told that 
Berfami might be called to the bw, to state that 
the whole charge was a fiction ; bat this is one of 
the anparallelea circomstaaces of this extraordina- 
ry ease. F^rom the beginning of the world no in- 
stance is to be found where an individoal charged 
with adultery has been called to dUprore it. Yet, 
for the first time, we are to be compelled to put him 
to bis oath I The answer is in a word — there is ei- 
ther a case against us, or tliere is no cnse ; if there 
is no case, there is no occasion for ns to call a wit- 
ness ; and if there be a case, no man would beliere 
the snppfMed adulterer, when he was put forward 
to deny tbe fact. On this sntgeet the nicest casuists 
might perhaps dispute, with a prospect of success, 
on either side of the proposition ; but I firmly be- 
lieve that the feelings of mankind would justly 
triumph orer the strictness of morality, and that a 
witness so situated would be held more excusable 
to deny upon bis oath so dear a confidence, than to 
betray the partner of his guilt. Bven peijnry 
would be thought a venial crime, compart with 
the exposure of the victim of his adultery. — Surely, 
for the sake of dragging forward such a witness, the 
principles of our nature and of the heart of man are 
not to be repealed even upon this occasion, to 
which so many principles have been made the sacri- 
fice. Recollect, my lords, that this is a criminal 
prosecution of the highest kind, and requiring the 
clearest and strongest OTidence— evidence collected 
and manufactured during six years of unceasing vi- 
gilance and uuremittiug persecution. We have 
heard of the distinction of a queen of grace and fa- 
TOOT, and a queen of right and law ; but her m^es- 
ty has been taught, bv bitter experience, the wide 
difference between a husband of affection and guar- 
dianship, and a husband of jealousy and persecu- 
tion I Alter all ties, divine and human, have been 
broken upon his part, he still thinks it possible to 
exact, from the alienated and ii^nred object before 
you, the most scrupulous attention, not only to the 
■tibstantial virtues of her sex, but to the most iosig- 
nificant appearances of feminine decorum. Let me 
ask you, then, what is it that can Justify you in pass- 
ing such a bin f Without looking to the principle 
(for your lordships know that I am not at liberty to 
do so, and I only advert to it that I may not be sup- 
posed to wave any objection,) I say that there is 
not one page of evidence in this whole volume to 
warrant you in giving it your sanction. There is 
not a single piece of evidence proceeding from any 
respectable quarter, which has not betm answered 
or explained, and the inventors of the most minute 
Abrications have been followed with succesalhrongh 
many of their windings and minnto ilunifications. — 
I know that rumours are abroad of the most vague, 
but, at the same time, of the most iignriuus charac- 
ter ; I have heard them even at the very moment 
we were defending her majesty against charges, 
which, compared with the rumours, are dear, com- 

Erehensible, and tangible. We have heard, and 
ear daily, with alarm, that there are persons, and 
these not of the lowest condition, and not confined 
to individuals connected with the public press — not 
even excluded from your august assembly — who are 
Industriously circulating the most odious and atro- 
dons calumnies against her majesty. Can this fact 
bet and yet can we live in the world, in these 
times, and not know it to be a factT We know, 
that if a juryman, upota such an occasion, should be 
found to possess any knowledge on the sufcgect of 
inquiry, we should have a right to call him to the 
bar as a witness. " Come forward," we might say, 
" and let us con£r(mt yon with our evidence : let 
iu see whether no explimation can be given of tiie 
fict you assert, and no refutation enectually ap- 
plied." But to any man who could even be suspect- 
ed of BO base a practice as whispering calumnies to 
judges, distilling leperous venom into the ear of 
jurors, the queen might well exclaim *' Come forth, 
thou slanderer ; and let me see thy face I If thoa 
wouldst equal the respectability even of an lulian 
witness, come forth and depose in open court. * As 
thou art, thou art worse than an Italian assassin, 
because while I am boldly and manfully meeting 
my accusers, thou art planting a dagger unseen bi 
my bosom, and converting thy poisoned stiletto in- 
to the semblance of the sword of justice." I would 
fain say, my lords, that it is utterly impossible that 
this can be true ; but I cannot say it, because the 
fact stares me in the face ; I read it even in the 



nublio papers, and bad I not known of iti existence 
in the debasement of human nature, I would have 
held it impoasiblo that any one, with the heart of 
a man, or with the honour of a peer, should so de- 
base Us heart and degrade his honour t I would 
charge him as a judge— I would impeach him as a 
judge ; and, if it were possible for the blood royal 
of England to descend to a course so disgraceful, 1 
should fearlessly assert, that it was far more just 
that such conduct should deprive him of bis right 
to succession, than that all the facts alleged against 
her majesty, even if true to the last letter of the 
charse, should warrant your lordships in passing 
this bill tf degradation and divorce. I well know 
that there are persons, to whom, under the circum- 
stances, I thiuk it ri^ht to allude, who have had an 
opportunity of reading a vast variety of deposi- 
tions tigninst tHe conduct of the queen. To those 
noble individuals I may distinctly say, " You, at all 
events, must vote for an acquittal. I know nothing 
of the facts brought before your secret committee, 
bat 1 know that it is impossible for any rational or 
bonouraMe man to have presented such a case as 
has been proved at the bar, as a ground for de- 
prading and dethroning the me^esty of England." 
The facts proved before that committee must have 
been of a more grave, more disgusting, and more 
infamous drscription, and whether they have been 
proved, or whether the witnesses publicly examin- 
ed, have not dared to swear op to their original de- 
positions, I am confident that the committee never 
meant it to go forth, that a case of key-holes and 
chamber-pots, but of notorious and undeniable 
guilt, ought to be the ground-work of this pnbUo 
prosecution. Then, 1 ask your lordships, has that 
case been made out f Is there any man, who can 
read the evidence brought against the queefl with- 
out a perfect conviction that she has been most 
malignantly traduced f What the boatmen on the 
Lake of Como may have said to those who were 
gaping wide for slander, I know not: what reports 
may have been circulated by her enemies, I know 
not; what the result would have been, had the 
facts stated been established, I know not ; but I 
do know, that they have not been proved — that 
they are raise, calumnious, and detestable. Nay, I 
say one word more to your lordships — I know that 
a snpposidon prevails, that a spirit has gone a- 
broad, dangerous to the constitution and govern- 
ment. I have heard it haid, that a spirit of mis- 
chief was actively at work among the friends of 
her mc^esty : but the same person who uttered that 
memorable expression, in a few weeks was obliged 
to admit that it was felse, because the truth could 
not be concealed, tliat the whole of the generous 
population of England had enlisted themselves 
vrith ardour on the side of the innocent and the in- 
jured. At the same time, it is possible that both 
may be true ; the stiund and middling classes of so- 
ciety may feel acutely for the situation of her miy- 
esty ; and there may be, also, some apostles of mis- 
chief lurking in a comer, meditating a blow at the 
constitution, and ready to avail themselves of auy 
opportunity for open violence. If that be so, the 

generous sympathy to which I have alluded would 
e aggravated by a verdict of guilty ; while those 
mischievous and disaffected men would deprecate 
nothing half so much as to see your lordships, in 
the face of the power of the crown, ventunng to 
pronounce a vei^ict of acquittal for a defendant so 
prosecuted. I trust your lordships will not allow 
the idea of having fear imputed to you to divert 
you from the strait course ofyour duty ; it would be 
the worst of injustice to the accused, and the worst of 
cowardice in yourseU es. I say, therefore, if your 
own minds are satisfied that all that has been proved 
has been scattered ** like dew-drops from the lion's 
mane," you will never hold yourselvei Justified in 
pronouncing a verdict contrary to the evidence, be- 
caiUHi your conduct may be imputed to the dread 
of a mob, or to use the Jargon of the day, which I 
detest, the apprehension of a radical attack. You 
have but one course to pur&ue, and that course is 
straight forward— it is to acquit her majesty at once 
of those odious charges. We may truly say, that 
as there never was such a trial, so there never ex- 
isted such means of accusation. Before I conclude, 
I must be permitted to say, that during the whole 
of this proceeding (though personally I have every 
reason to thank the house for its kindness and in 
dulgence) the highest gratification resulting to my 
miud has been, that with my learned fxieud I have 
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been joined upon this great occasion. We hare 
fought the batUcis of morality, Christianity, aod ciT- 
iliaed society, throughout the world; and, in the 
language of the dying warrior, I may say * 

" In tUs ^ottoua aad well foaali(«B Add 
W« kapc UtgeOku in our chtTalry." 

While he was achiering the immortal victory, the 
illui'trious triumph, and protecting innocence and 
truth, by the adamantine shield of his prodigions 
eloquence, it has been my lot to discharge only a 
few random arrows at the defeated champions of 
this disgraceful cause. The house will belteye me 
when I say, that I witnessed the display of his sur- 
prising faculties with no odier feelings than a sin- 
cere gratification that the triumph was complete : 
and admiration and delight, that tibe victory of the 
queen was accomplished. This is «n inquity, my 
lords, unprecedented in the history of the world : 
the down-sitting and up-rising of this illustrious 
lady have been sedulously and anxiously watched : 
ahe uttered no word that had not to pass through 
this severe ordeal. Her daily looks have been re- 
marked, and scarcelv even her thoughts escaped 
tiie unparalleled and disgraceful assiduity of her 
malignant enemies. It is an inquisition, auo, of a 
most solemn kind. 1 know nothing in the whole 
race of human affairs, nothing in me whole view 
of eternity, which can even remotely resemble it ; 
but the great day when the secrets of all hearts 
shall be disclosed i 

*' He who fh« tword of hMVBi will besr 
Should be u hoi J M wveie ! 

And if your lordships have been tumished with 
powers, which I might almost say scarcely omni- 
science itself possesses, to arrive at the secreu of 
tills female, you will think that it is your duty to 
imitate the justice, beneficence, and wisdom of that 
benignant Being, who, not in a case like this, 
where innocence b manifest, but when guilt was 
detected, and vice revealed, said, " If no accuser 
can come forward to condemn thee, neither do I 
condemn thee ; go, and sin no more." 

Dr. Lushington followed, on October twenty- 
sixth, and here an abstract of his Hooech can be 
given : He commenced by stating, that if he had 
been left to the free exercise of his own discretion 
on the present occasion, he should certainly decline 
offering any observations to their lordships, because 
he felt conscious that it was utterly impossible for 
his bumble exertions to add any thing to the great 
and splendid address of his learned friend (Mr. 
Den man) who had preceded him. He now, how- 
ever, addressed their lordships by the desire of his 
learned coacUutors, and he felt a consolation under 
his conscious inabiHty to the task, that her majesty's 
defence rested on a basis so solid that the observa- 
tions even of an unskilful advocate could scarcely 
weaken it. In surveying this case, and the charges 
on which it was founded, sonfe observations occur- 
red to his mind which he would shortly lay before 
the house. The first was the age of the royal ac- 
cused. Was ever an instance known in the annals 
of accusations of this kind, that the person against 
whom the charge was made was of the age of fifty ? 
No : he would defy any one to cite a precedent so 
preposterous or ridiculotu. But who ever imagin- 
ed a case like the present f In addition to the cir- 
cumstance of the age of the accused, there was 
here that of a husband, who had be^n for twenty- 
four years separated from his wife ; separated, not 
by any desire on her part, but by his own caprice, 
by his own act and choice — not in consequence of 
any misconduct of that wife, but by his pursuit of 
some wayward indulgence — some capricious fancy. 
In this way had been broken, for seli-gratifications, 
those bonds which the laws of God and man had 
formed. How, then, did the case stand? Were his 
migesty a simple subject, was there a man in the 
world who would say that be was entitled to any 
consideration whatever in an application for di- 
vorce — that it was possible he could have an injury 
founded on such a complaint, for which he conid 
claim redress ? As a husband, then, the king had 
no right to seek redress. But then it was said that 
this application was not in the name of the king, 
and that the law in the case of a subject was not 
applicable to the sovereign. Let, however, no one 
presume to say that he is emancipated from obedi- 
ence to the laws of God ; for that assertion, of whom- 
soever it be made, was founded in untruth and 



falsehood. It was also said that ttaak and stotiaa in 
the wife required a more rigid ofaeerrance of duties 
than in tbue huslwnd ; but was there any dutywhick 
was not recipiMp} 1 ^Fv '^ ^^^ "^ with respect to 
matrimonial ri^ts^ Jbu^ww it to be said that 
there was one law TD^Ka^fi|B^ another for men ff 
or did superiority of rank nraro the engaeeaeot 
taken at the altar of God less binding t Was the 
private individual to be told that there was one di- 
vine law for him, and another for the sceptred 
monarch f What was the plighted troth of the faos- 
band— what the promise made at the altar f To love 
and to comfort. Bat how was diat promise obser- 
ved f Where was the lovef where the comfort t 
Where should he look for the one or the other! — 
The comfort : — what traces were there of itt If he 
went back to 1800, was it to be found there t or miHt 
he look for it in 1813, at that period of cruel inter- 
ference, when the intercourse between the mother 
and the daughter was prohibited f Was it to be 
sought for at the period when the mother was exiled 
to a foreign land f No : there it did not exiet ; for 
wherever she went the spirit of persecatioa foUow- 
ed her. It was inconceivable that a wile thus de. 
serted, thus persecuted, should now be told that 
she hu been unmindful of her duty, wliflst tiic hus- 
band, who was pledged to protect her, had allowed 
her to pass through die world without n friend to 
guard her honour. He regretted the discoasioa of 
these topics. He knew well that, when the nets of 
kings were brought before the public, there 
individuals who dwelt with triumphant i 
on the exposure. No man could feel the diffieolty 
of his situation more tiban he did, when caDed upon, 
in the performance of a solemn duty, to dwell upon 
such painful considerations ; but he owed it to him- 
self and to his client to speak out boldly. There were 
individuals without number, always anxious to see 
the failings of kings, that they might torn diem into 
derision. He would, ttierefore, say as littie as 
sible upon this ungrateful sulgect. It i 
needless to follow it through aU its bearings ; but if 
he were in one of those courts where caeee of this 
kind are usually decided, what should he ««y ta 
the husband who, insensible of his own hoaoor, al- 
lows his wife for a series of yean, to lire unprotect- 
ed, and then to offer her futy thousand pounds a 
year to live abroad, knowing, as he did, that she ia 
in a course of adultery, but without giving one di- 
rection that the adulterous interooune should cease 
before she enjoys the large income proferred to her f 
What would he say to an individual so acting la- 
wards his wife f who said to her, not in the lan- 
guage of pardon and admonition, which his learned 
friend had repeated, ' Go, and sin no naore/- * 
* Go and indulge your appetites, continue 
adulterous intercourse, and you shall be fumi 
with ample means for living in splendour with 
paramour I' He was happy that he was n 
the necessity of introducing another topic He was 
glad to state that in this case he was not called up- 
on by any consideration of duty towards bis illaatti* 
ous client, to say one word by way of recriminatian; 
he thanked God, and the wisdom of his learned col- 
leagues, who had so advised her majesty, that the 
case upon which they built their hopes of ac qu it t al 
was one of perfect innocence, and that, by avoiding 
recrimination, he should sare die house and the 
country frota all its consequences. Their lordships 
could not, unless fully prepared to violate the luws 
of God and man, declare against his client. That 
venerable bench of bishops, who formed part of tbe 
judges, could not, withont violating the holy tenets 
of that gospel which they preached and inculcated, 
pronounce against the wife of their sovereign. Hie 
laws of God and of the country were upon hirr aide, 
and he was sure that it was not there that they 
would be violated. 

The learned counsel dien proceeded to take a la- 
minons and comprehensive view of the whole of Uia 
evidence for and against her in^sty, applying hhn- 
self particularly to those topics which mi^t have ca- 
caped Mr. Denmao, and arguing, in the dearest aad 
most conclusive manner, that the only correct infer- 
ence to be drawn from die whole was the innocence 
of his illustrious client. He concluded by sayinc 
that he left the honour and character of the queen 
in the hands of the house; — with the most perfect 
confidence he left her, not to the mercy, but to the 
justice of their lordships. 

On the twenty-seven di and twenty-eighth, tita 
king's attorney-general, and solicitor-general^ 
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piled with much diflMreneM to the argamentB of 
tke oooasel for the qaeen. 

The witneMes for the proeecati^ end defence, 
with the eereral pleedianof ^UhreepietiTe counsel, 
being gone through, the. lor^L^n the second of No- 
vember, proceeded to' debro the qaeation, ** Wh<^ 
ther the Bill of Pains and Penalties should be read 
a second time V In this discussion, all the prin- 
cipal speakers, as well as many other peers, deli- 
Tered theiT opinions at considerable length, such as 
to occasion aououmments fkom day to day, nncil the 
sixth instant^when the house dirided upon the im- 
portant question of the second reading of the bill, 
eqniralent to die question in other courts, of 
oviLTTfOr MOT GUILTY, aocording to the evidence. 

THE DIVISION. 

Thk lord chancellor haTing called iipon eadi 
peer, he rose in his place, and said, ** (kmtent, or 
MOB<4!ontent V The result was : — Contents, one 
hnndxed and twenty-three ; non-contents, ninety- 
ftre ; minority for the second reading, twenty-eight. 

LIST or PiKRS who TOted for and against fbe se- 
cond readfakg of the Degradation and DtTorce BiU. 

Flnr the second reading. 

DiTKKS of York, Clarence, Beaufort, Rutland, 
Newcastle, Northumberland, Wellington, Athol, and 
Montrose. 

M AEQUisis Conyngham, Anglesea, Camden, Nor- 
thampton, Exeter, Headfort, Thomond, Comwallis, 
Bncklngham, Lothian, Queensberry. Winchester. 

Earls Harconrt, Brooke and Warwick, Porta- 
nonth, Pomf ret, Macclesfield, Aylesford, Balcarras, 
Hume, Corentry, Rochford, Abingdon, Shaftesbnry, 
Cardigan, Winchelsea, Stamford, Bridgewater, Uunt- 
ingdon. Westmorland, Harrowby, St. Germains, 
Brownlow, Whitworth, Verolum, Cathcart, Mul- 

fraTO, Lonsdale, Orford, MauTers, Rosse, Nelstm, 
'owis. Limerick, Donoughmore, Belmore, Ma^^o, 
Longford, Mount Cashel, Kingston, liTerpool, INg- 
by. Mount Edgecombe, Abergarenny, Aylesbury, 
Bathnrst, Chatham. 

Viscounts Exmouth, Lake, Sidmouth, Melrille, 
Cnraon, Sydney, Falmouth, and Hereford. 

Basons Somers, Rodney, Middleton, Napier, Col- 
▼ille. Gray, Salfoun, Forbes, Pmdhoe, Harris, Ross 
or Glasgow, Meldrum, HQl, Combermere, Hopetoun, 
Oambier, Manners, Ailsa, Lauderdale, Sheffield, 
Redesdale, St. Helens, Northwick, Bolton, Eidon, 
C. Bajrning, Carrington, Do Dunstarille, Brodrick, 
Stewart of Oarlies, Stewart of Castle Stewart, Doo- 

frlas, Morton, GreuTille. Suffield, Montagu, Gordon, 
Huntley), and Saltersford. 
ABCBBiBHors Canterbary and Tuam. 
Bishops London, St. Asaph, Worcester, St. Da- 
▼id% Ely, Chester, Peterborough, Uandaff, Cork 
•Dd Rosse, and Glocester. 

Against the second reading, 

Dukes of Glocester, Somerset, Hamilton, Argyll, 
Leinster, Grafton, Portland, Deronshire, Bednond, 
Richmond, (St« Albans, absent from illness). 

Marquisis Bath, Stafford, and Lansdown. 

Earls de Lawarr. Ilcfaesler. Darlinaton, Egre- 
mont, Fitxwilliam, Stanhope, Cowper, Dartmoudi, 
Oxford, Roseberry, Jersey, Albemarle, Plymouth, 
Essex, Thanet, Denbigh, Suffolk, Pembroke, Derby, 
Blesington, Morley, Minto, Harewood, Grey, Gos- 
Ibrd, Rcnnney, Roesiyn, Caledon, Enniskillen, Fam- 
ham, Carrick, Camanron, Mansfield, Fortescue, 
Grosyenor, Hillsborough, (Marquis of Downshire). 

Viscounts Granrille, Anson, Duncan, Hood,Tor- 
rJngton, BoUnabroke. 

Barons Ashburton, Bagot, WaUtogham, IHne- 
▼or, Foley, Hawke, Diieie, Holland, Grantham. King, 
Belharen, Clifton (Damley), Say and Sele, Howard 
of Effingham, De la Zooch, Clinton, Dacre, Audley, 
De Clifford, Breadalbane, Enkiue, Arden, Ellen- 
borongh, Alranley. Loftus (M. Ely),Pitsgibboo, Cal- 
tborpe, Dawnay, Yarborough, Dundas. Selsea, Men- 
dip, Auckland, Gage, Fuherwlck (M. DonegaU), 
Amherst, Ke&yon« Sheihome and Berwick. 
.Archbishop ot York. 

PROTESTS AGAINST THE SECOND READ- 
ING OP THE BILL OF PAINS AND PENAL- 
TIES. 

DiBsiNTiiNT, No. 1. Not. «. 1890. 

Because the second reading of the bill is equiva- 



lent to a decision that adnltefoos faitereourse (the 
onlj foundation on which the bill can rest) has been 
sattsfiwtorily ptored. 

Because that adulterous intorcourae has been In- 
ferred, but not proTod ; and in a doubtful case, in 
which the imputed guilt is not proved, although in- 
nocence be not establidied, the benefit of that 
doubt, conformably to the prmciples of British jus* 
tice, must be given to the defendant. 

'Essex (first reason only), Hilsborough (first rearon 
only), KenyoD, Orford, Somerset, Selsea, Rose- 
bery^ Morley (first reason only), Leinster, Mansfield, 
Runiskillen, Richmond, and Limnox, Jersey (first 
reason only), Carrick, Grafton (first reason only), 
Anson (ditto), Darlington (ditto), Brihaven (ditto). 

Dissentient No. fl.^ — Because this proceedings 
from its nature, cannot be assimilated to a common 
indictment, in which a conviction upon one count 
alone, out of many, is sufficient. 

And because, although enough has been proved 
in evidence to satisfy us of the existence or guilt, 
yet as evidence on many of the allegations has been 
contradicted, in some disproved, and in others is 
so suspicious as to be laid wholly out of the case, 
we are of opinion that it is inexpedient to proceed 
Ihrtherin this measure. 

Plymouth, DynoTor. Grantham, Denbigh, Clin- 
ton, (second reason only). Gage (second reason), II. 
Chester. 

The following peers also protested against the 
bill upon general grounds : 

Dissenttent, No. III.— William Frederick, Lans- 
down, Jersey, Grey, Plymouth, Fitzgibbon, Albe- 
marle, Hamilton and Brandon, Duncan, Hilsbo- 
rough, Wentworth (Fitzwyiiam), Derby, Anson, 
Yart}oronsh, Sherborne, Cowper. Audley, Kenyon, 
Carrick, Selsea, Foley, Arden, caremont. Torring- 
ton, Sufiblk, and Berks, Loftus {Ely), Morley, Gran- 
ville, Richmond and Lennox, Jieaford, Fortescue, 
Darlington, BelhaTen, Grafton, Breadalbane, Auck- 
land, Dawnar (Downe), Mendip (Clilden), Leinster, 
Hawke, Gosford. Romney, Roseberry, Scott (Port- 
land), Thanet, Hood, A^burton, Howard of Effing- 
ham, AlTanley, Carnarvon, Dundas, Caledon, Sund- 
ridge (duke of Argyll), Ducie, King, Rosslyn, Da- 
cre, Calthorpe, Grantham and Ellenborough. 

PROTEST FROM HER MAJESTY. 

TuBSDAT, NoTember 7.— We bdiere the or- 
der of the day was about to bo read, when lord Da» 
ere stated, that since be had come into tbo house 
this morning, a protest with respect to its pro- 
ceedings, on the part of her mio®*^ ^he queen, 
had been unexpectedly put into his hands to be 
presented. It might, perhaps, surprise their lord- 
ships that such a paper should have been placed in 
his hands, as he had taken no part in the proceed- 
ings on this important case ; and he ought to apolo- 
gise to their lordships for not having at an earlier 
stage expressed his opinion of it. His objectiou to 
bills of pains and penalties for Uie punishment of 
moral turpitude, long since committed, was so in- 
Tlndbly strong, that ne nerer felt the least hesita- 
tion In dedaring it. He hoped that the protest 
whkdi had been placed in nis hands would be 
liberally heard by the house ; but whatever were 
Us sentiments on the proceeding in general, he 
must object to the practice of judges, jury, and pro- 
secutors^ all voting In ttiis case against the queen. 
With respect to the protest now entrusted to him, 
he would acknowledge that there was no precedent 
for receiving it ; but the country would form their 
opinion of the conduct of the house, and precedent 
ought nerer to Interrupt the eqmtaUe oourse of 
justice and of'tru^. He had scarcely had thne te 
read over the protest of the queen, but it appeared 
that in the face of her fiunily, the house, and 
the country, she solemnly protested against the 
proceedings in that house, as contrary to the coOr 
stitution, to the spirit of the laws, add the princi- 
ples of common jnetlce. The noUe lord concluded 
with reading her majesty's protest, which was 
couched In tte following terms : 

PROTEST. 
"Caroliiib Rboina. 
" To the lords spiritual and temporal, in parliament 
assembled. 

'* The queen has learnt the decision of the lords 
upon the Dill now before them. In the facv of pT 
Uiunent, of her funily, and of her country, she dors 
solemnly protest agaiost It. 
<* Those who avowed themaelTee her proieeuton 
SI 
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havo presumed to Bit In jadgm^nt on the question 
between the qaeen and themaelvee. 

" Peers have given their votes against her who 
had heard the whole eridence for the charge, sacxA 
absented themselves daring her defence. 

" Others have come to tlie discnssion from the 
secret committee, with minds biassed by a mass of 
sUnder, which her enemies have not dared to bring 
forward in the light. 

*' The qaeen does not avail herself of her right to 
appear before the committeot for to her the details 
of the meusnre most be a matter of indifference ; 
and unless the coarse of these unexampled proceed- 
ings should bring the bill before the odier branch 
of the legislature, she will make no reference what- 
ever to the treatment experienced by her daring 
the last twenty-five years. 

'* She now most deliberately, and before God, as- 
serts, that she is wholly innocent of the crime laid 
to her charge, and she awaits with unabated confi- 
dence the final result of this unparalleled investi- 
gation. 



(Signed) 



<* CAROLINE REGINA." 



The four foUowing days were passed in debating 
the expediency of the divorce clause, and on this 
point the lords spiritual took the chief part. On a 
division there appeared, contents one hundred and 
twenty-nine, non-contents sixty-two, minority in fa- 
vour of the divorce clause sixty-seven. 

The minority in the house ot lords that voted for 
expunging the divorce clause, were lords Hill, 
Rodney, Yarborough, Saltonn, Bayning, Kenyon, 
Hopetoun, Suffield, Calthorpe, Combermere, Sid- 
ney, Canon. Falmouth ; bishops of Chester, Cork, 
Peterboroagn, Glocester, St. Asaph, St. David's, 
Ely, Worcester; earls- of Winchelsea, Conrtown, 
Mount Cashel, Romney, Stamford, Brownlow, 
fltxwilliam. Stanhope, Balcarras, Dartmonth, Ayles. 
ford, Verulam, Morton, Portsmouth, Caledon, Lau- 
derdale, St. Germains, Aylesbury, Macclesfield, 
Lonsdale, Mount-Edgecombe, Famham, Pomfret, 
WhitworUi, Mayo, Sbid'tesbury ; marquis Comwal- 
Us : dukes of Clarence, Portland, Beaufort ; arch- 
bishops of York and Tuam ; cabinet ministers — Sid- 
month, Melville, Bathurst, Harrowby, Mulgrave, 
Liverpool, Westmorland, Wellington, Eldon C. 

On the tenth of November, the order of the day 
for the third reading of the bill of divorce and de- 
gradation, against the queen, being moved by the 
earl ot Liverpool, there appeared on a division of 
the house, — ^for the third reading, one hundred and 
eight, against it ninety-nine, minority in favour of 
the measure nine. 

On declaring which, lord Dacre observed, that he 
had been instrusted with a petition from her ma- 
jesty, praving to be heard by counsel against the 
massing of the bill. 

BILL ABANDONED BY MINISTERS. 

The earl of Liverpool said that he apprehended 
such a course wuuld be rendered unnecessary by 
what he was about to state. He could not be ig- 
norant of the state of public feeling vith regard to 
this measure, and it appeared to be the opinion of 
the house tliat the bill should be read a third time 
only by a majority of nine votes. Had the third 
reading been carried by as considerable a num- 
ber of peers as the second, he and Lis noble col- 
leagues would have felt it their duty to persevere 
with the bill, and to send it down to the other 
branch of the , legislature. In the present state 
of the country, however, .and with the divi- 
sion of sentiment, so nearly balanced, just evinced 
b^ their lordships, they had come to4he determina- 
tion not to proceed farther with it. It was his in- 
tention, accordingly, to move that the question 
" that the bill do pass now," bo altered to " this 
day six months.*' 

His lordship's motion was agreed to, and the 
house immediately adjourned to the twenty-third uf 
November. Tbe house of commons had also ad- 
journed to the name day, and Mr. Brougham sent a 
writtrn communication to the speaker, as also to 
lord Castlereagh, that a message would be deliver- 
ed from her majesty. The speaker retamed for 
answer, that ;he should take the chair at a quarter 
before two o'clock. In pursuance of which ar- 
rangement, he entered the house punctually, and 
immediately after two new members had been 
swoin m, and two new writs had been moved for, 
Mr. Demnan rose with a paper in hia hand, which 



he stated, was a oommanication from her m^iaaCj ; 
at this moment, tbe deputy usher of the blad rod 
entered the fiause, amidst the loudest erica for 
" Mr. Denman, and read, read," firom near fifty 
members. Mr. Denman continued standing with 
the queen's message in his hand, whilst tfie oshcr 
of die black rod attempted to deliver % m^sase 
l^om the lords, but it was only in dnmb show, iar 
though his lips appeared to move, not a ayllaUe 
met Uie ear. The usher then withdrew, and after a 
short pause, Mr. Tiemey rose, and remarked tint 
as not one word of what the deputy usher had d»- 
Uvered, could have been heard, frxmi whence could 
the speaker know what the m e ss a g e wast or 
whether he was wanted at all in the other hovse T 
Mr. Bennett exclaimed, *' this is a scandal to tkm 
country ;" during which, the speaker rose, and pro- 
ceeded down the body of the hbuse, amidst cn^ of 
** shame, shame," and loud hisses from the opposi. 
tion benches,* lord Castlereagh, the chanceller of 
the exchequer, and other ministerial members ae- 
companying lum to the house of lords, where tlie 
the commission for the prorogation of parliament 
was read, and tbe chanodlor in his majesty's name, 
immediately prorogued the parliament to tha 
twenty-third of Jemuary. 

So terminated the proceeding of the legislaAocisl 
trial in the house of lords, against her m^caty Ca- 
roline Amelia Elizabeth, queen consort of kiag 
George the Fourth. That this procedure should 
elicit, as it manifestly did, great and extraordinaiy 
displays of feeling in all quarters, cannot be d^ 
nied. For though by our wisely devised state ax- 
iom, we are taught to believe, that by no posaiTiillri 
" can the king do wrong ;" neither would the gu- 
lant principles of Britons suffer them to credit, to 
the extent adduced, that a queen ooold be so &r 
lost to herself, and her situation. While tlwgre fo re 
one party imputed to her crimes of a deeper dye, 
than appertamed to a MessaXina, — another ^^*j?f?d 
her beyond the common lot of hmnanity. 
though different bodies of the commnnity 
decidedly at variance on ihe respective merits of 
the case, as to be wholly blinded by their passions and 
prejudices according to the side they politically es- 
poused; there was not wanting an Intenaediate, and 
most valuable class of reflective beinga, who ooeU 
not help deploring such development had ever been 
advised ; as besides the discordant feuds that it had 
introduced into the bosom of many a hitherto peace- 
ful family — decorum and morals had been daily 
violated, in the grossest manner, by detaiU of a 
most brutal description, which de&ced ^e colaaas 
of the public prints, and defiled the joonals of the 
house where me trial pended. Independent of the 
abstract positions that " there is one kiw for aS 
classes," that when " married persons separate by 
consent, they become free, and that the coagdaia- 
ing party should come into court widi clean bands,* 
as inquiry was instituted, according to ministerial 
statements, merely to secure a purity of ancces 
sion ; there could be no necessity for snch inqairy, 
when time had prevented any hope or ffear of ch»> 
dren being produced by the queen : and the insidi- 
ous set off on the other side, that his majesty wish- 
ed this measure to pass, that he might many ac^ia, 
has proved delusive and nugatory, no snch desire 
or event having taken place, since death has severe 
ed that tie, which proved too strong to he dissolved 
by any other power. 

Of the necessity of these proeeedings, under 
every feature of the case, and after the failure of 
conciliatory measures, little doubt remains; bat 
the policy of it may surely be discussed, and the 
q^ucstion of the truth, or folsehood d the allega- 
tions, produced against an unfortunate qneea, 
will long be disputed by posterity. They who 
give credence to the evidence brought f oiwai d in 
support of the bill of pains and penalties, will ha 
compelled to accede to a verdict of guilty; while 
they, who deem the greater part of the witnesses 
as corruptly perjured, will not. only at once acquit 
her majesty, but gladly anathematise the wretches, 
however exalted, who, stimulated by any view of 
power, place, or provocation, could descend to tha 
far greater crime of suborning them for so base a 
purpose. 

Those who feel any curiosity to becoaie asove ac- 
quainted with tiiis ever to be regretted expooore of 
royal domestic misery and affliction, can refer to 
the authentic records of the trial at large. Whilst 
commenting upon this snl^ect it must be 
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that ttie pvbUo fe^ng ezpreiMd on tlifa abandon- 
ment of the hoi, and the thereby Implied trivmph 
of her majesty, was most oneqaiTocal. On me 
rrening of the day on which the bfll was left to its 
fate, as well as on the following Saturday amd Mon- 
day, iDnminations took place in aU ]>art8 of the 
metropolis ; and the demonstration* of joy, exulta- 
tion, and triumph, were on these nights as strongly 
exhibited by thie popnlace, and bore an eqnal re- 
•emblanoe to those displayed on any occaaion of 
general r^oicing. In most parts of the kingdom 
•tmilar scenes took place ; and oongratnlatory ad- 
dresses were abundantly voted to her majesty from 
Tarious corporations, fraternities, and public bodies, 
who fbr a lengthened period filled the approaches 
to Brandenburgh house, with all the pageantry of 
processions, on the days appointed for their recep- 
tion by the queen. 

NoTember twenty-ninth. — Her majesty, preceded 
by a numerous cavalcade of gentlomen on horse- 
back, led by Sir Robert Wilson, went in state to 
the metropolitan church of St. Paul's, to retom 
public thanks ; on which occasion, the concourse of 
persons assembled was so immense, rallying round 
the diAerent illustratire banners borne in the lino 
of march, that with the most extreme difficulty 
could the queen's carriage proceed from Temple 
Bar to the cathedral. The acclamations of the 
countless multitude were loud, and continued, 
but the greatest attention to order was observ- 
ed ; and the day concluded, contrary to the pre- 
dictive fears of many, without the slightest acci- 
dent or indecorum taking place. During the entice 
year of 11)20, tiie public attention in Great Britain 
was thus powerfully excited, and almost absorbed, 
by the domestic affairs of the royal family. In the 
endeavour to achieve impossibilities, by proving 
too mudh, politicians, in common with other men, 
generally overreach themselves — ^the event verifies 
the remaik : for, had the proponnders of this trial 
contented themselves with hau a case, or at least 
one containing half the alleged criminality, it 
would have worn a face of greater orobabilityf and 
compelled those engaged in the deience to gauu^y 
the evidence by &ct more than declamation* As tt 
was, the chivalric disposition of £nglishmen, ever 
eager to espouse the weaker side, and championisef 
if the term may be allowed, the cause of what was 
made to appear, in glowing colours, a highly op- 
pressed, helpless, and deserted female, enlisted all 
tike generous sentiments of Britons in aid of the 
impassioned oratory of the queen's advocates ; 
and thus tiie names of Brougham, Denman, Wil- 
liams, and Lnshington, were entwmed together, as 
a wreath of perennial bloom, by the independence 
of dvi«m, — ^resounded at public meetingB, and 
crowned the goblets of convivial boards in every 
comer of these realms, long after their three 
months' labour in the cause of a royal mistress had 
terminated. Controversies and heart-burnings did 
not expire with tikis famed trial ; but, as while 
pending, this bill of pains and penalties had en- 
grossed all attention, and obstructed all business, 
eo, now it was withdrawn, it unfbrtunately continu- 
ed to occupy the private as well as public mind, to 
the exclusion of other sulqects, more intimately 
connected with the domestic interests and foreign 
relations of the nation and the individual. 

DEATH OP THE DUTCHESS OF YORK. 

On the sixth of August in this highly momentous 
year, expired Frederica Charlotte Ulrica, the con- 
sort of his royal highness the duke of York, the 
eldest brother of the king. The dutchess was in •the 
fifty-fourth year of her age. Her royal highness 
was the eldest daughter of the late king of Prussia, 
by his first wife, Elisabeth Ulrica Christiana, prin- 
cess of Brunswick WoUenbuttel. The dutchess of 
York was a pattern of the milder and retiring vir- 
tues, strongly devoted to exercises of charity, and 
diffusive benevolence. She passed her time al- 
most wholly, except when public occasions called 
her forth, in a state of comparative seclusion at the 
country seat denominated Oatiands Park, in Sur- 
rey, wbere she died ; and in the neighbouring vil- 
lage church of Walton was, at her express desire, 
privately interred. 

FRANCE-HBR POLITICS. 

RiTiftTiHO to foreign affairs, ftom the domestic 
aspect of Great Britain, we are led to contemplate 
the general posture of Europe at this period ; and 
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In so dotog, we discern In tiie position of the neigh- 
bouring nation of France the gradual development 
of measures, in the orogressive operation or that 
change, which a lengthened chain of imperious dr- 
eumstanoes had effected in that so strangely agitated 
country. The restoration of the ancient dynasty of 
the Capets, consequent on those important wars 
which had so long convulsed the world, required 
the adoption of many new schemes of government ; 
and the alteration of the laws respectmg elections 
appeared to be a paramount olyect with the min- 
isters of Louis XvIII. M. Decases, whu at this 
period was deemed the minister possessed of the 
greatest influence, had prepared a new prqj^t of 
laws on this important matter, which ho was pre- 
>*ented by indisposition alone from propounding to 
the chamber of deputies. Pending this detoy the 
Due de Berri was assassinated by one Lourel, as he 
was coming forth from the opera-house. Whether 
the murderer, a ci-dovant soldier, was to be con- 
sidered in the light of a fanatical enthusiast, or as a 
political tool, remains as yet a secret ; but certain 
It is, that the untimely death of this prince, who 
was the younger nephew of the king, and the sole 
member of the immediate family of Louis XVIII., 
who promised to continue his Une of hdrs to the' 
throne, was much deplored. The horror excited 
by this event gave great strength to the ultra- 
royalists ; and an extreme fermentation of opinion 
ensued in the chamber of deputies, which finally 
snread itself through every part of the kingdom. 
Ine minLiters, in consequence, considered it a 
measure of prudence to yield somewhat to public 
pn*judice, and to content themselves with a part of 
the pngeetod measure ; well knowing, that if they 
persisted in carrying every thing, they ran the 
mortifying risk of not effecting any thing. Ac- 
cordingly, M. do Senre, who had been re-appointed 
to his former post of keeper of the seals, imormed 
the chamber, that he and hb colleagues were will- 
ing to abandon the plan proposed to such extent 
as to put an end to the present system of direct 
election, provided that an additional quantity of 
deputies, to be selected by the wealthiest class of 
voters, were allowed an introduction to the legisla- 
tive body. This alteration of direct election, or in 
fact nomination, of senators, thouf^ apparendy 
bettered by the new mode proposed, tended to In- 
troduce restraints of no small importance on the 
freedom of election to the house of deputies ; and 
after a trial for superiority, the two contending 

earties at length effeoted a compromise. Acoor£ 
ig to the plan finally adopted, while the two hun- 
dred and fifty-eight meim>ers (being the original 
number of the chamber as it then was constituted) 
were to be returned by the electoral colleges of the 
several districts, comprising all persons of thirty 
years old and upwards ; one hundred and seventy- 
two additional deputies were to be chosen by de- 
partmental colleges, which were to be composed of 
one-fourth of the body of electors, that fourth being 
made up of those who paid the largest contributions 
to the pid>lie service — so that, in addition to the 
three estates already r e presented, in some degree 
in imitation of the British constitutional assemblies 
and its monarch, France now presented to view in her 
lower house the political anomaly of two species of 
deputies, or, in fact, a fourth estate. The trial of 
Louvel, who had murdei^ the Due de Berri, which 
had been so long delayed in the delusive hope, that 
he would reveal his accomplices, or at least make 
some political discoveries, took place so late as the 
fifth aind sixth days of June, before the chamber of 
peers. Thia^ assassin continued stedfast to his 
former declaration, that he had no accomplice 
whatever ; but- added, that he had long brooded in 
silent meditation over the deed of Ikorror, without 
commuoicating the slightest hint of his intention to 
a single human being : and had perpetrated it, be- 
cause he thought such an act essentmHy necessary 
to the welfere of France, In whoee cause he died. 
He was consequentiy pronounced guilty, and sen- 
tenced to decapitation, which he underwent being 
executed on the seventh of June. 

ATTEMPT TO DESTROY THE DUTCHES 
DE BERRI. 

Tm t dutchess de Berri was pregnant at tiie pe- 
riod of her husband's assassination. This nnboin 
infant was the only hope of the sealoos royalists, 
being now the sole remaining chance of a lineal 
male descendant of Louis XIV. ; as the crown, in 
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failura of iitoo by tbe dttteheM would hare derolred 
upon tbe Orleans family, the idea <tf whlx^ wm m- 
culiarly obnoxioiu to llie sealoun partazaxM of the 
hoiue of BoorboD. Attempts of a diabolicel nature 
were twice made to froitrate the regular course of 
natural probabilities on this occasion — the first on 
die twenty-eighth of April, and the last on the sixUi 
of May^-by placing lighted petards dose to the 
axMutments occupied by the dntchess, so that their 
Tiolent and unexpected explosion* aa it was most 
atrociously imagined, could not &il to throw her 
into such a sudden state of terror as must indaoe a 
miscarriage. Both attempts, however, failed ; and 
in the second the unmanly culprit was seised. He 
was named GraTier, and had formerly been an oA- 
oer under Napoleon. He and an accomfdice were 
both condemned to suffer death ; but in consequence 
4if the intercession of the dutchess, Uieir pnnii^iment 
was commuted into that of hard labour for life. On 
September the twenty-ninth the widowed dutohese 
da jBeniwas safiriy deliTored of a posthumous son, 
who immediately receiTod the title of duke of Bour- 
deaux, and who is the detdared legitimate heir to 
tiie cnfwn of Fkanca. The loyalists were delighted 
ia an extreme degree at the burth of a prince, as by 
the Salique law of that kingdom, females are ex* 
eluded Irom inheriting the throne and consequent- 
ly, had it been so, the succession must have gone 
away from the Capet line, which would then EaTe 
beconme extinct. 

STATE OF SPANISH AFFAIRS. 

SPAm at this epodh, after her long and arduous 
struggle tat liberty and her king, was groaniuf^ un- 
der the oppressite yoke of the ungrateful and bigot- 
ed despot. Ferdinand the seyenth,— with whom, in 
contradiction to many political declarations, the &- 
naticism of monks had more credit Haa. tbe Tslour 
of soldiers. An American expedition was still con> 
templated by the besotted councils of the Spanish 
government; and, preparations being completed, 
an army, oomprising upwards of sixteen thousand 
men, was assembled in the vicinity of Cadiz, the be- 
ginning of the month of December 1810. Transac- 
tions which took place ia the preceding June inoon- 
tes<ibly proved the general spirit of the officers as 
hostile 10 the men and measures includc»d in the 
sway of Ferdinand. Though that conspiracy fiaUed 
in ite ultimate ol^ect, the very troops who had ef- 
fected the suppression of it were now in a state of 
extreme insubordination themselves, in so much as 
to have made their own terms^ and amongst those 
terms had obtained an exemption firom serving in 
the new world. Coimt Abtabal, even that individual 
who had arrested the ]wo^reasof the former revolt, 
was at this juncture considered so little deserving 
of a continuation of the royal confidence, that the 
oommand of the army had been taken from him, 
and he was gone into retirement. Accordingly, in 
the month of December, a new plan of insurrection 
was matured among the troops then cantoned in 
and round about Cadiz ; at thie head of which con- 
spiracy were prominent colonel Biego and lienten- 
antpcojonel Quiroga. It was planned, amongst other 
things, that the latter should effect his escape from 
a convoat in the neighbourhood, wherein he was 
detained under arrest — immediately join two battal- 
ions quartered at Alcala los Gaaules, and march 
with them on the first of January towards Cadis. 
On the same day, Riego, who was stationed at Los 
Cabezas with the second battalion of tbe regiment 
of the Austurias, was to proceed with that corps to 
the head-quarters at Arcos, and there seize tbe per- 
sons of the commander-in-chief, count de Calderon, 
and such of tbo other superior officers as could not 
be trusted. Riego, on the first of January, having 
reclaimed, amid Uio enthusiastic acclamations of 
is troops, die constitution as adopted by the cortes 
in 181S, reached Arcos early on the following mom- 
ing,^whcn he surprised the commander-ra-chief, 
with his whole staff'. Joined by the garrison of that 
town, and the second battalion of the Seville regi- 
ment from Villa Marten, he lost no time, bnt enter- 
ed Bomos on the third of January, and was there 
strengthened by a battalion of the regiment of Arnu 
gon ; and at Xeres and Port St. Mary, he received 
a farther accession of force. With this body of 
troops he hastened directly to effect a juncture with 
Quiroga, who had made his escape : but was delay- 
ed in his march by the sudden swelling of tbe rivers 
and the bad state of the roads ; so tlwt he was not 
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tracy of Cadia had manned and 
lines caUed Cortadnra, and b^ those 
ed fi>r a time his progress m that quarts, 
united forces before these hnes consisted of 
battalions, and assumed the tide of die 
army. Quiroga waa commander-in-chief, with Riege 
as second in commandU In the coarse of a few days 
this national arm^ was joined by a deladimfeiM; 
comprising the brigade, artillery, cavalry, and in- 
fimtry, which had been detached for the poipoae of 
occupying Port St. Mary. On the tweilui oif Jaan- 
ary, at mMnigh^ the troops obtained die pnasfisaiiin 
of the arsenal of the Caraocas ; which Bt^ waa Cot- 
lowed by two successive attacks made on the Carta- 
dura, the first by the troops without die Jkaem, and 
the second, on January twenty-fourth, by their par- 
tisans in the city ; but neither of them were 
ed by success.— ^uch were the first 
die revolution in Spain. 

Ferdinand's adherents were in the 
very active. Don Manuel Frerre, who had 
deoared captain-general of Andalusia, issnad 
ral proclamations in reply to those prooeedinp fioaa 
die patriotic puty ; and having aasemhled aoc^ 
troops at Senile as he tboui^t reliance ntig^t ha 
placed upon, after throwing some succours into Ca- 
dii^ established his head quarters at Port St. Maiy 

by the twenty-seventh of January. Itie potriois, 

from being baffled in all their attempts upon Cadn, 
now changed their plan of operations. Marching 
with a detachment of fifteen hundred men, Riego 
entered Algesiras on tbe first of February, wlwre. 
though meeting with much cordial approbatioa and 
good wishes, he was unable to recrait his fiareea ; 
and in the attempt to r^oin Quiroga he fonad Us^ 
self suddenly intercepted by Don Joseph O'DonacL 
the brother of count Abisbal, who had cut off alK 
communication between the Isle of Leon and Alge- 
siras. Thus situated, the patriot general reoalvod 
to march into Grenada; and on the eighteendi of 
February gained Malaga, though closely uusaed by 
O'Donnel. Accordingly, he passed the Unadalqiu- 
vir at Cordova, on the eighth of March, havina b 
constandy harassed by the close pursuit oi Oe 

posing, and superior force. On his arrival aC 

veinda, on the eleventh, Riego's troops were by aU 
these casualties broken and reduced m number to 
about three hundred men. This being too ''M'-^hib- 
derable a force tu act any longer together as an 
army, the patriot band, after many privations and 
difficulties, were compeQcd to separate nt the fcoi 
of the Ronda mountains, for the purpose of each ity 
dividual sarini^ himself by concealment or flif he — 
In tbe mean time Quiroga found h»?nsfii|f in a situa- 
tion of no less jeopardy ; being in fact shut up in 
the Isle of Leon, with the skeleton of an army, 
by various privations and hardships redaced in nu- 
merical strength to less than four thousand men, 
and these becoming hourly more and more rt<HMf 
ed through inactivity, and in imminent danger of 
suffering total destruction by the want of pmrisiana, 
which now became dreadfully apparent. 

Though these disastrous mischances oo glocaniy 
fro¥med upon the primary leaders of the revolution, 
the sun of success still gleamed upon the patrioCk 
cause, and was gradually diffusing its radSmce in 
other parts of the Spanish kingdoms. ^IBria wit 
nessed an energetic rising of the people, who fuIlT, 
and indeed from predisposition pemaps, widiout 
difficulty, ultimately triumphed over die executive 
and its authorities. This branch of the revolt ^M 
been concerted, and was chiefly effected, by oonw 
officers of the garrison at Corunna; who, at the 
tii9e that Vcnegas Che captain-general of the pro- 
vince was in tbe act of holding a levee, raised the 
cry of ** Tbe natiod for ever P' and, after disarmiBg 
the guards of state, entered the room where Venecw 
was surrounded by his visitois. Those officers who 
were present at tbo levee immediately joined their 
party, and simultaneonsly with drawn swords pro- 
claimed that constitution which they declared them- 
selves ready to die in the defence of. The patriate 
inrited Yenegas to assume the command, byjplaciiis 
himself at the head of this new order of aflhirs ; bat 
this he refused ; and accordingly, both himself and 
Us staff were put under arrest, though at the 
time they were treated in the most reqpectful 
ncr. A new captain-general of the province 
appointed, in the person of colonel Acevedo— n 
preme junto constituted— and the garrison 
•- addition — -^ ' — ^- ^ 
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able to arrive at die Isle of Leon before die magis- tia. Ferrol, Vigo, and pi^tevedra, displayed a 






OEOBOE iv. laaoL 



similar enHiiiflfaitle tpixlt of devotloiial patriotiaB, 
■sd aboat the came period the •inoe^tlv celelNrat- 
ed and esteemed Mina appeared n NaTaire, ia 
■upport of the oonatittttion, which he m elfectaally 
aiaed and there proclaimed. At this important 
ciisis, count Abisbal, who had, with the sull of a 
consonmiate politician, carefully watched the pro- 
greu of these erents from their derelopiment, now 
openly esponsed die patriotic caose, and from his 
powerfol co-operation, achiered the triumph of the 
reyolutionary party. By his influence, a plan was 
matured for proclaiming the constitotion, with the 
assistance of the ofl&cers commanding in La Mancha ; 
in this plan was indndcd Don Joseph O'Donnel, 
the brodior of AUsbal, who was at that moment fol- 
lowing up the overthrow of Riego, but who, by this 
new arrangement, was to lend important assist- 
ance to the cause of the patriots. Count AUsbal, 
for these purposes, left Madrtd on the third March, 
was joined by some of ttie body guard at Araiuuea, 
and on the next day, with me support of his 
brother^ regiment, surprised the goremor of Oea- 
na, whom he placed in arrest, and followed thb 
step with a proclamation of the constitution. From 
the instant of count Abisbal's defection, Ferdinand 
could only screen himself by apparent submission. 
The power that had declared m favour of the eon- 
sdtunon, and which was now arrayed against 
Ferdinand, was composed of his own household 
troops, commanded by the same indiriduals, whose 
influence with the soldiery had once before saved 
him, and from whose hands alone safoty could be 
rationally anticipated again. 

In this posture of affairs, delay must have been 
fatal. The king lost no time in publishiiig an ofll- 
cial document, in which he set forth his royal in- 
tention of immediately assembling the eortes, for 
the purpose of redressing grioTances and remedy- 
ing every national abuse, ine populace of Madrid, 
upon the first promulgation of uis testimony of 
the weakness of the royal cause, assembled without 
delay in vast multitudes in the immediate precincts 
of the palace, and with the fervour of those meet- 
ings, demanded the constitution, with such out- 
cnes of violent clamour, that great apprehensi<m8 
were entertained for the king's personal security. 
Influenced by these terrors, Ferdinand issued the 
same evening a circular letter to the diflbrent au- 
thorities of Madrid, declaring that " the will of the 
people having been pmnonnced," he had resolved 
to swear to the constitution, as sanctioned by the 
eortes in 1813. This circular was followed by the 
.immediate establishment of a supreme junta, com- 
posed of men of principles known to be fiivourable 
to the new order ot things. Ali persons implicated 
in the late proceedings, and Imprisoned for state 
oflimces, were liberated; the liberty of tiie press 
was henceforward declared, and the total abolition 
of the inquisition resolved upon. Tidings of the 
transactions which had taken place in La Mancha 
and Gallida, now reached Cadiz, where general 
Freyro had just arrived. The enthnniasm of the 
people was wrought to such height, that Freyre 
wisely determined to yield to their wishes. On the 
ninth of March, the very day of his arrival, he gave 
public intimation in the square of St. Antonio, that 
be would put up the stone of the constitution at 
ten o'clock on the following morning, and that it 
shoidd be sworn to immediately when done. The 
populace not contented with diis d«»cIaration. ve- 
hemently exclaimed " no delay, now, now," which 
was reiterated with such ardour and eamestuess, 
that tfie general drew from his jpocket the book of 
the constitution, which having kissed, he concluded 
by saying, *' Now, then, the oath is taken ; to mor- 
row the remaining and requisite solemnities shall 
be performed." A flag was subse<|uently unfurled 
with this inscription, *'The constitution for ever, 
and Freyre our Kegonerator.** 

MASSACRE AT CADIZ. 

On the following day a most disgraceful and hor- 
rid outrage was committed by the troops in Cadiz, 
which must tend to entail upon them disgrace, 
coeval with the pen of history, which hesitates 
while it records such perfidy. In this infamous 
breach of faith, however, it is on all sides admitted, 
that general Freyre haid no participation. Hie 
stone of the constitution was carried mto the midst 
of the square of St. Antonio, as the preparatory 
step to the ceremony. The municipal authorities 
were to form tbemselvea Into a procasdon, as assist* 
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ants at the 
tution, and orders 
quarters of the general, that all tlie houses dumld 
be deoorated, and the dty publicly illuminated for 
three successive nights. A message had been doa* 
patched to the idaad of St. Leon, inviting general 
uiroga and his stalf to be present on the ooeadoo. 
general himself did not attend the Invitatioa, 
but deputed four of his personal staff to witness thia 
celebration of popolar mnmph. Nottiing eoald eou 
ceed the joy and felidty of the inhaWtantt of Cadis 
on this memorable morning, tiie tenth of March^ 
when the whole dty exhibited one scene of plea» 
are and hilarity. Smiles enlightened Overy foo^ 
and gladness shone around, wfaUa each eye wag 
waiting the arrival of the general, each ear strained 
to catch the appointed hour of ten. This gratiiying 
spectada was soon, however, to be oonverted into 
one of for diflbrent complexion, for as the oloek 
struck, the troops rushed forth, and firing velleya 
upon ttie gaxing throng, dealt death promiscuously 
around, whilst shouting forth ** Feriinand fbr ever, 
and down with the constitntieo.'' The ntmoat ooup 
stemation and appalling terror now took posses- 
don of the crowds assembled, and the defenceleaa 
people flying from their murderous assailants, 
trampled down each other to avoid death. The 
officers disappeared witti ttie dispersion of tiie po- 
pulace ; the brutal soldiery, len without eontrai, 
threw ofl* all subordination and revdled in every n»> 
justifiable excess ; and the whole dty, tnm a seena 
of universal joy and promised security, was in oaa 
instant concerted into the resemblance of a place 
delivered over to all the horrori of military exec»> 
tion and pillage, afler a protracted siege. Thb 
outrareous vioUtifm of public faith, this herril^a 
exhibition of savage policy and brutal violenoa, 
continued from ten in the morning, until eight ia 
the evening, when the oflleers once more interfered, 
and finally succeeded in withdrawing Ae infuriated 
troops to their several quarters, after a oamaga 
of ten hours, which bestrewed the streets wMi fbor 
hundred dea^ bodies of men, women, aiid ohUdren, 
whose number of wounded was fully proportionate. 
Tranquillity was not restored in the town, ere tha 
lapse of two days, at which time information 
received, that Faidinand had aocepted tha 
stitution. The ti'oops having no further pretext for re> 
sistance, sulmiitted in sullen silence. Mo more acta 
of open violence occurred, but yet it cannot be won- 
dered at, that ndther soldiers or dtiaens deemed 
ttiemselves safe, until tbey were removed to a di8> 
tance flrom eadi other, ^le governor Valdeo, and 
the military commaoder Campania, were displaced, 
and within a week after the execrable massacre off 
thdr fellow-countrymen, the troops were marched 
away, to the groat relief of tfie sufl'erina inhabit- 
ants. The army of the Iide of Leon, whioh was 
now of considerable force, on the united suggea- 
tion of Riego and Quiroga, was ordered not to se- 
parate until the assembly of the eortes ; and at the 
same time, in some recompense of their services, 
ttie rank of field-marshal was bestowed on botii 
these chiefo of the revolution. Very soon afteiw 
wards, field-marshal Quiroga was elected a member 
of the eortes, and the sole oommand of this anoy 
devolved upon Riego. On the ninth of July, tha 
functions ox the supreme tunta expired, at which 
period the eortes assembled, and the rcvolntioa 
was thought to be finally and solidly estabBahad 
through every part of the kingdom. 

KING OPENS THE CORTES. 

A sriKCB flrom the king opened the eortes, 
which immediately proooeded to the fulfilment of 
their various and important duties. During their 
dttings, divers political scbemoa appeared in overt 
act, and many disturbances broke out In An- 
dduda, Catalonia, Estremadura, GaUida, and Va> 
lenda ; in Estremadura, an individual named Mo- 
rales, having prevailed upon some of the Bourbon 
cavalry to join him, acquired by such accession an 
importance far beyond his deserts. These occur- 
rences induced several of the most xealous revolu- 
tionists among the body of the eortes, to urge mi- 
nistersto the adoption of stronger and mere deddvo 
measures against the ndversaries of the new con- 
stitution. The grasping ambition of some of their 
own partisans was anodier fertile source of env 
barrassment to the constitutionaliflts, which tended 
to paralyse their eflbrts for the pubUo good 
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RIEOO'S DISORACE. 

Among fliese discontented chiefs, Kiego particiiF 
Inly distingiiiahed himself. It had been resolved 
that the army of the Isle of Leon should be disband- 
ed ; and as a compensation for the lois of that mili- 
tary command, Riego vas nominated captain-gene- 
ral of Gallicia. This change not snitinf; with the 
powerftil ambition of his mind, he repaired to the 
capital to protest against the measure ; but finding 
all his argxmients and endeayours useless, and 
wholly fiuUng in his remonstrances with the admi- 
nistration, he essayed to overawe the cortes by dint 
of Ids popolaritT with the lower orders of the peo- 
ple, and his influence in the several politiral dabs 
with which Madrid at that time abounded. GoTorn- 
ment, howoTor, acted with becoming firmness, re- 
fusing to submit to a dictator : laws were enacted 
to prerent the recurrence of abases originating ftom 
factious clubs and assemblies — seTeral of the most 
active rioters were sutgected to punishment — and 
Riego himself, being stript of his office of captain- 
genenU, was banished to his native town of OTiedo. 

CORTES CLOSES. 

Trb first session nf the cortes closed on fhe ninth 
of November, when a speech was read to them in 
the name of the king, who, under the pretext of 
sickness, remained at the EscoriaL Previoos to 
their final separation, however, the cortes resolved, 
among many other measures strongly indicating 
distrust of the monarch, that three-fourths of their 
whole nnmber should invariably remain at (heir 
posts, to be in readiness to counteract any scheme 
which, might arise prejudicial to public welfare. 
The long and continued absence of this infotuatod 
sovereign from ^e capital gave great umbrage to 
the populace and constitutionalists, as his motions 
could not be so well ascertained at the Escurial as 
they might bo at Madrid. Nor did it appear that 
this jeaJousy was without foundation ; for on the 
sixteenth of November, only one week after tho 
closing of the cortes, Ferdinand being still resident 
at the Kfcorial, nominated general Carv^ai to the 
government of New CastQe, without causing the ap- 
pointment to be duly countersigned, as was reqtii- 
sito, by the proper ministers. The permanent de- 
putation of the cortes, in conjunction with the ma- 
nicipal body of the capital, immediately met ; and, 
whilst the whole population of the city was in a 
state of the utmost exasperation, they drew up 
and presented to his migesty a most energetic and 
decisive remonstrance, in which, among various 
other matters, they pointed out the absolute neces- 
sity of the king's residing at Madrid. In one part 
of this timely address they observed — ** Your ma- 
jesty's absence has occasioned apprehensions that 
are aggravated by nominations to important em- 
ployments, of persons notoriously opposed to the 
constitutional system, which your m^esty has 
sworn to preserve, and which we are all ready to 
defend to the last drop of our blood. We are com- 

}>elled, sire, to say, that without some public mani- 
iestation to the new institutions, of a nature to de- 
stroy every hope in their most determined enemies, 
confidence cannot be re-established. This manifes- 
tation, in our opinion, can be none other than your 
majesty's return to the midst of your children, and 
the immediate extraordinary convocation of the 
cortes." 

FERDINAND RETURNS TO MADRID. 

Thi king, in apparent complianco with this ad- 
dress, returned unwillingly on the twenty-first of 
November to die capital; and shortly after, the 
commands in the dilTerent provinces were, with an 
increased spirit of reluctance on his part, bestowed 
on the most violent partisans of the revolution. — 
Among those so distinguished, the ambitious Riego 
was appointed captain-general of Arragon : whibit 
Morales, the leader of the Estremadoran disturban- 
ces, with a few of his adherents, fled for safety into 
Portugal ; but being taken by the Portuguese, he 
was delivered over by them to the Spanish authori- 
ties. The army was now completely organized, and 
Received the lung's sanction : it was arranged as a 
peace establishment, to consist of sixty-six thousand 
eight hundred and twenty-eight men, which was to 
be doubled in^ tho event of war. liie three regi- 
ments of Swiss soldiers were suppressed ; and 
throughout the different provinces large enrolments 
of militia took place. — Such, at this eventful period, 



the political state of Spain, towwds 
Europe turned its eyes with an extreme anxiety of 
expectation, viewing tho extraordinary sp«ctacio of 
a country in which the spirit of firm resistance to a 
faithless, cruel, and bigoted monarch had dispiaiTed 
itself in such an unparalleled manner, and liitfaarto 
with such snooessfiil and triumphant results. 

REVOLUTIONARY MOYEMENTS IN PORT0. 

GAL. 

Trk neighbouring state of Portugal oould net re- 
main lonjK unaffected by the eruption wUch had ali»- 
ken the Spanish kingdom. Similar causes prodooe 
similarity of effects. The removal of the monarch 
and his court to the Braxils had tended to make the 
nobles less loyal in their indinings ; and the com- 
munity, seeing themselves as it were abandoned by 
the royal family, now that the necessity for their 
exile no longer existed, were more easily swayedl 
by the resident nobility ; whilst the army, in addi- 
tion to many other causes of discontent, were sore- 
ly mortifit d by the drcumstance of marshal Berea- 
ford being continued in the supreme eonunaad, 
and about a hundred British officers stiQ retaining 
their commissions, now that the war was oonchided, 
and during a period which promised a long contini»- 
ance of peace. Marshal Beresford had sailcid fisr 
Rio Janeiro in the month of AprU, and daring his 
absence the spirit of revolution first manifested it- 
Bolf at Oporto ; which was ripened into open revolt 
against me audiorities, under the auspices of Don 
Bemado Correa de Castro Sepulveda, a young m»- 
bleman, and commander of the eighteenth regiment. 
On the twenty-fourth of August an address was msd 
to the regiments stationed there, inviting them la 
assist in the establishment of a constitntional gov- 
ernment. This invitation was haUed by the assem- 
bled troops with loud acclamations; and subse- 
quently, in the presence of the governor, the biahop, 
and the city magistrates, a provisional junto was 
appointed, consisting of sixteen members, charged 
with the government of the country until the cotteo 
should meet. This junto, as a preliminary measure, 
made a declaration of their reverence for the rights 
and immunities of the church, and of aU the cooati' 
tuted authorities, joined to a most devoted attach- 
ment ti> the monarchy established in the house of 
Bragania. The English officers were informed 
that they were to ei\)oy a continuance of their re- 
spective ranks and emolumcmti until the meetiog 
of the cortes should take place: but they w«tb 
strictly eiyoined not to take any ptut whatever In 
the events then passing. On the other hand, the 
regency at Lisbon sent forth a proclamation, on 
the twenty-ninth of August, deprecating the whole 
of the transactions which had taken place at Opor- 
to — condemning it as an illegal conspiracy, and de- 
claring that it was vested in the sovereign alone, 
the ri^ht of convoking the cortea. Ultimately dis- 
covenng that the defection of the soldiery was ge- 
neral in all the provinces, they yielded to necessity, 
and published a proclamation for the speedy assem- 
blage of the cortes. Don Sepulveda had In the 

intmrim marched to attack count Amaraate, the 
commander of Treses Montes, who, finding hioMelf 
abandoned by his troops, sought refuge in Gallicia; 
by which Sepulveda reached Coimbra unopposed, 
and proceeded forthwith to the capital, followed by 
the provisional junto. September fifteenth— a day 
always celebrated with military pomp by the garri- 
son of Lisbon, as the anniversary of me deiiveraBeo 
of Portugal from the oppression of a foreign yoke, 
in defiance of the attempts of the regency to prevent 
it — ^tbe sixteenth regiment mustered in the Rocio, 
the principal square of the metropolis, at three 
o'clock in the anemoon, and were speedily joined 
by the tenth regiment from the casde, the fnurth 
from Campo D'Ourique, the artillery from the Caea 
dos Salvados, and the cavalry from Alcantara — un- 
til both the Rocio and the Praea were filled with 
troops, headed b^ their officers, and in full order of 
march. Aided by this army, the constitution was 
proclaimed; the regency hails were opened ; and a 
new set of governors appointed. During these 
proceedings the troops remained quietly on the 
ground till near eleven at night, when they march- 
ed back, according to orders, to their several quar- 
ters, in the highest regularity : — and thus was fhm 
f:rcat change brought about, without the most trif- 
lug disturbance, or slightest indication of riot. 
The Oporto junto entered Lisbon on the first of 
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October, and the noiiliem end soathem ermie* ar- 
rWed shortly after. This waa followed by the onion 
of the two juntaa, who were then divided Into two 
aections, one of them being charged with the or- 
dinary cares of administration, and the other with 
anch dnties as were necessary for assembling the 
Cortes. 

MARSHAL BERESFORD ARRIVES BEFORE 

LISBON. 

Nine days from this, lord Beresford retomed 
from Rio Janeiro, in hu Britannic maiest3r's ship 
the Vengeur, and cast anchor in the Tagns. His 
lordship ex p r es s e d an extreme desire to land, and 
requested permission to be allowed so to do, in the 
capacity or a simple British satgect, haring Tarioos 
anairs of a prirate natore to settle in FortugaL The 
public alarm excited by his uriral was so great, 
that it was deemed necessary from motires combin- 
ing the marshal's personal safety, as well as to pre* 
serve the public tranquillity, to ranse a compliance 
with this request, as weU as to use every possilde 
means to hasten his departure, without sunennghim 
to have any private communication with the shore. 
Finding matters thus imperatively conducted, 
marshal Beresford at length sailed for England 
in the Arabella packet ; and after his departure, 
captain Maitland delivered a sum of money to the 
Junta, from the Vengeur, which he had conveyed 
from Rio Janeiro, for the purpose of paying the 
army. Strong and serious difierences of opmion 
were now elicited between the two juntas of Lis- 
bon and Oporto ; the former one beiug desirous of 
hdhering without deviation to the ancient forms 
and principles of the constitution, while the latter, 
fiur more tending to democracy, was anxious to 
adopt (he constitution of Spain in its most ample 
form. Hie leader of the violent party was Silvetra, 
who succeeded in obtaining a decree, that the cor- 
tes should be elected as in Spain, according to the 
population, and inat one deputy should be returned 
for every thirty thousand inhabitanti. Not con- 
tent with this success, Ihey prevailed with Uie 
troops to assemble on the eleventh of November, 
round the palace, where the junta were then en- 
gaged in deliberation, and in obedience to their tu- 
multuous clamours, the junta also decreed, that Uie 
constitution of Spain should be adopted in its ful- 
lest extent. The command of the army was then 
conferred upon one of their most active and seal- 
ons partisans, whilst Silveira himself assumed the 
depa^ment of foreign affairs. In consequence of 
these measures, the more moderate party of the 
junta now withdrew from the council, and one hun- 
dred and fifty officers of the army threw up their 
commissions, lliese events filled the kingdom with 
consternation, and Texeira, commander in chief 
at Lisbon, by whose influence they had been con- 
summated, soon saw cause to repent the part be 
had achieved. Sepulveda now strenuousW ex- 
erted himself to make the army sensible of their 
erroneous proceeding on the eleventh, and was so 
far successful, that on the seventeenth November 
a military council was convened, consisting of gen- 
eral officers, and others, commanders of divi- 
sions, who came to a series of resolutions, which 
enumerated, " that the public welfare required 
that those members who latelv desired their^Js- 
charse, should resume their functions ; that the 
elecaon of deputies to the cortes be made accord- 
ing to the Spanish system^ but that no other part 
of^the Spanish constitution be enacted, except 
when the cortes shall meet and adopt it, with such 
alterations as they shall judge proper." The effect 
of these declaratory resolutions, was the immediate 
re-ascendancy of the moderate party, by whom 
Silveira was stript of all power, ordered to quit 
the city within two hours, and to retire to his es- 
tates at Canales, from whence he was not to de- 
part, upon anv pretext, without first having ob- 
tained permission of the executive. These changes 
were hailed with unbounded applause, by the peo- 
ple at large, who now began to look forward with 
confidence and hope to the meeting of the cortes ; 
which expectation was not then to be realised, as 
they did not assemble till nearly a year afterwards. 
In several otibier parts of Europe, tne minds of the 
people were also much agitated by the spirit of firee 
and bold inquiry ; and consequently the S3rstem of 
governments embracing general representation, ob- 
tained numerous proselytes wherever such opinions 
were suffered to oe promulgated. 
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POLITICAL MOYEMBNTS AT NAPLES, ftc. 

Naples made an eflbrt at obtaining a constitu- 
tion, founded on the representative system, and 
the king was compelled to cede to the remon- 
strances of the people, badied as they were by die 
militarr. On the sixth of July, he issued a pro- 
clamation, promising to publish the basis of a con- 
stitutional code withm a week. A deputation from 
the army was immediately sent to Naples, to insist 
that his majesty should adopt the broad principle 
of the Spanish constitution, within the space of 
twenty-four hours. Upon receiving this demand, 
he instantly resolved to lay aside the exercise of 
his royal functions ; and on the same evening, he 
declared his eldest son, the duke of Calabria, vtear- 
general of the kingdom. 

On the foUowmg day, the vicar-general an- 
nounced his acceptance of the Spanish constitution, 
and at the same time, the king confirmed this act 
of liis son, and for the due observance of it. pledged 
his royal foith. On the ninth, the revolutionary 
army made its triumphal entry into Naples ; the 
vicar-f eneral named the provisional junta ; and on 
the thirteenth, both himself and his royal father 
swore fidelity to the new constitution, in the pres- 
ence of the assembled junta. The leaders of the 
revolution immediately despatched ambassadors to 
the principal European courts, but their envoys 
were received ai\d acknowledged only at Madrid ; 
Austria did not even attempt to disguise her feel- 
ings, or dissemble her hostile intent, but sent forth 
the most violent proclamations against the new 
government, anathematising the Carbonari, the 
supposed instigators of the revolutionary proceed- 
ings, forbidding the exportation of any nulitary 
stores to Naples, and -ultimately sealed this frank 
avowal of her sentiments, by preparations for as- 
sembling a large army in Italy in the most prompt 
and effective manner. 

MEETING OF SOVEREIGNS. 

In the latter end of October, a meeting of the em- 
perors of Russia and Austria, with the king of Prus- 
sia, took place at Troppau, to deliberate on the ne- 
cessary measures which the existing state of Naples 
called upon them imperiously to adopt. The result 
of which conference was, that the regal triumvirate, 
by letters dated the twentieth November, invited 
the Neapolitan monarch to give them the meeting 
at Laybach ; and on the thirteenth of December, 
he accordingly embarked on board the English lAiip 
Vengeur, from whence he landed at Leghorn, and 
arrived at Laybach on December the twenty-eighth. 
The parliament of Naples, although they did not at 
all approve of the sovereign's removal* ventured 
no measures in opposition thereto. 

REVOLUTION IN SICILY. 

Whilst these occurrences were taking place in 
Naples, scenes of greater anarchy and more san- 
guinary disorder, were transacting in Sicily. The 
news of the acceptance and adoption of the Span- 
ish constitution, reached Palermo on the fourteenth, 
and the intelligence gave rise to the most enthusi- 
astic demonstrations of exulting joy. On the fol- 
lowing morning, which happened to be the grand 
national festival of the Sicilians, some trivial cir- 
cumstance roused the popular indignation against 
seneral Church, an Englishman, employed in the 
Neapolitan army, which ended in his being assault- 
ed, and the plundering of his house. The multi- 
tude having by these acts commenced a career of 
misguided, lawless penecution and outrage, pro- 
ceeded to the most desperate excesses ; eight hun- 
dred galley slaves were immediately liberated and 
armed ; and this insurrection being led on by a 
Franciscan monk, called Vaglica, successfully at- 
tacked the garrison. The regular troops being 
overpowed by this brutal force, ever^ species of 
atrocity was without hesitation comnutted : many 
persons were killed in the heat of the conflict, be- 
rides a considerable number, among whom were 
the princes Aci and Cattolica, who were deliber- 
ately butchered after it was concluded. On the 
seventeenth July, an attempt was made to form 
some sort of provisional government ; a junta was 
appointod, a civic guard estabUshod, and the gal- 
ley slaves were commanded to surrender their 
arms and depart from the city. These arrange- 
ments were but of short duration, being subsequent* 
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ly overtfarowtty and a ntw junta formed, of which 
prince Pftteno was noniiaated the president ; till, 
on tfie twenty-ikftfa September, a Neapolitan anny, 
commanded by Floriatan Pepe, aniyed before Pa^ 
lermo, which capitulated on the fiftti of October ; on 
the next day Pepe took posa e fcion of the town, and 
immediately proclaimed the Spanish constitution. 
It waa expreasly atipalated by the capitulation, 
that the Sloilian atatea-general were to decide, 
Whether the parliament of Sicily should be declared 
Independent, or be united to that of Naples. The 
Neapolitan legislature, howerer, wholly annulled 
ttiis artide ; and a new general, with mrge rein- 
Ibrcements for the army, was speedily sent to suc- 
ceed Pepe, who was thus remsred. 

The junta being first dissolved, the NeapoiitaBS 
gare the earliest proof of the praetk^l application 
of their ardent lore of freedom, and their deTOtion 
to liberal principles, by leT3ring the most uxgusti- 
flable contributions, and treating Palermo, not as 
an Integral part of their states, but in all respecti 
as a foreign town subjugated by the success of their 
arms, and entitled thereby to endure every severity 
from die hands of a triumphant and safuge con* 
queror. 

ASSEMBLY OF THE POLISH DIET. 

Whilst the more genial shores of Franoe, Spain, 
Portugal, and Italy, were subjected to diTers poli- 
tical explosions, whilst liberty waa attempting some 
amelioration of men and manners in those realms, 
the north of Europe remained in a comparatively 
quiescent state, nnvisited by any occurrence of ma- 
terial interest, unless indeed the transactions of the 
diet of Poland be deemed worthy of conaideratioii. 



Tbe Autocrat of all tlie Ruaalaa, wiHi a poOey vs. 
plete with worldly wiadom^ had oontSniied aa a 
boon to this annexation to his widely extended do- 
minions, the title of an independent kingdom ; flat- 
tering this ancient (Chouf^ dismembered wtalbtm,) 
with the right of having its own military fovoe, and 
its diet or legislatire assembly, composed aa fcr- 
merty of two separate cfaamben. In oonfisnnity 
with this arrangement, or act of sovereign grace, 
tbe emperor Alexander himself opened the session 
with an address, higUy adapted to beget foil coa- 
fldence in the various measures he th ere in pro- 
pounded to their legislatorial conaideration. The 
measures he recommended were of an axtremely 
popular aspect, consisting in ** a modification of Ae 
constitution off the senate," a " plan of a 
as well as a civil code." None m these 
though strenuously debated, met with final 
tion ; and on the closing of the sessions on the first 
of October, his imperial m^esty in his apeech, ex- 
pressed his extreme disappointment at the rejec- 
tion of these ministerial proj6ts. Notwithstand- 
ing the resistance of the diet to hia will, ^is pen 
fnf monarch continued the sadke line of 



forbearance, and far from visiting Poland with anj 
further indications of bis auger, pursued that land- 
ably wise path towards it, wfaii^, by upholding and 
patroniang every scheme, likely to extend the ( 
mercial intercourse ot that nominal F ' 
the other parts of his vast donuniona, is nipidly 
tending to conaolidate hia eoloaasal power, aa aa- 
preme ruler of that emigre, of almoat 
millions of civilised and barbaric aolyecta 
ted to hit away. 
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OPENING OF PARLIAMENT. 

WBtl. rilHE first pubUo occurrence which took 
X plAC« this year was the assembl]F of par- 
Uament ; on which occasion the king went in state 
to the honse of lords, and opened the session by de- 
lirering a moet gradoos speech ftrom the throne. 

DEBATES ON THE CONDUCT OF MINISTERS 
RELATIVE TO QUEEN. 

Tri debates in both houses, consequent on the 
«siial motions for addresses of thanks to die sove- 
reign in grateful return for the royal speech, were 
long, and warmly contested ; and stron^y indicated 
the feelings and opinions of the ministerial parti> 
sans, as weU as of those adhering to the oppontion, 
on the Tarions important topics touched upon there- 
in ; and chieily upon ttie line of conduct which gor- 
enwient had displayed towards the queen : — a con- 
duct which was more scrutinisingly dereloped, and 
sererely commented on, by the members in oppo- 
sition to ministers fai the house of commons, than 
in the lords. Immediately after the assembled 
house had heard the speech read by the speaker, 
on their return, lord Archibald Hamilton gare no- 
tice of a motion touching the omission of her mi^es- 
ty's name in the liturgy ; and he was followed by 
Mr. Wetherell — a gendeman eminent in ttie law, 
and who to this period liad inrariably supported the 
sninistry — ^who immediately moved ror the produc- 
tion of certain papers and documents relating to the 
mode of the insertion of the names of the king, 

aueen, and other branches of the royal family, in 
le collects and litanies of the Liturgy, including 
tbio period from the reign of James the first to the 
wresent day ; and for the several orders of councO 
for the insertion, omission, or change of such names, 
from the commencement of the reisn of Henry the. 
eighth. An objection was made by lord Castlereagh'. 
to such a motion being brought forward witliout 
prerious notice— suggesting the propriety ^ his 
withdrawing it for the i^esent. TLu suggestion 
was not attended to ; Mr. Wetherell persisted in hfa 
motion ; on wl^ch lord Castlereagh moved the pre- 
Tious question, and thus pressed to a division, ait, 
Wetherett's was negatived by a migority of ninety- 
one ; the numbers being two hundred and sixty 
votes against one hundred and sixty-nine. The 
marquis of Taristock, on thn following day, gave 
notice, that on the fifth of February it was his in- 
tention to move a resolution expressive of the opin- 
ion of the house on the conduct of ministen, in the 
late proceedings which they had instituted against 
the queen. 

COUNTRY PETITIONS. 

DvaiMO thb period the attention of the honse 
was daily occupied, for a considerable portion of its 
time, with listening to the multifarious petitions 
which were presented from every part of the king- 
dom, complainiog of the late proceedings against 
her majesty. Must of these numerous petitioners 
expressed in the strongest terms of reprobation 
their dislihe of the governmental measures ; and 



prayed for the restoration of her m^esty's name to 
the liturgv, and that the house wouu exert its 
utmost influence in 'advising the king to dbmisa 
from his councils his present ministers — whose 
misconduct, as tiiey alleged, had very seriously 
endangered tiie dignity of the crown, and greatly 
disturbed the peace, harmony, and wulfare of the 
nation, by their pernicious advice. Several of ttie 
members to whom the presentation of these petitions 
had been entrusted, embraced the opportunity of 
delivering their own sentiments upon the sulrieeti 
thereof; and many speeches were embued with all 
the warmth of feeling, flow of lancuage, and force 
of eloquence, which such an occanon nught be ex- 
l>ected to j>roduce. Lord Archibald Hamilton's mo- 
tion, of which he had giren due notice, came before 
the house on tfie twenty-sixth of January ; and was 
couched iu the following form : — ** lliat tlie order 
in council of the twelfth of February, 18S0, under 
which the name of her BU||esty, Caroline, queen 
consort, has been omitted in the liturgy, and in the 
accustomed prayers of the church, appears to tide 
house to have been a measure fil advised and inex- 
pedient." This motion originated a very long and 
animated debate, during which much le|;al lore, 
and deep as well as antiquarian research into his- 
tory, were elicited by sir James Mackintodi and 
Mr. WethereD— who severaDy supported the mo- 
tion, and argued in strong and able terms, that tiie 
said order in council was not only inexpedient but 
illegal. In reply to these assertions the attorney- 
general and the solicitor-general contended tho 
point of necessity, and also tha^ it was not illegal; 
and the former learned gentleman observed, that 
the act of unifonnity gave a power to omit as well 
as to alter or change, as was evident from the faet, 
that ttie liturgy annexed to tliat act, and which Mr. 
Wetherell had so rightly considered as port of it, 
contains a blank in tiie place of tiie name of queen, 
which, without such yested power of addition or 
omission, could never hare oeea supplied. Tho 
conduct of government was defended by Lord Cas- 
dereagh, in a most luminous speech ; in which, after 
alUy refuting the several allegations adduced, he 
concludes in the following remarkable terms : 

*' For myself," said his lordship, « I can safely af- 
firm, that I haye acted as the nature of the case ab- 
solutely required; and were that act to be done 
again, I would pursue exacdy the same line of con- 
duct — a line which 1 feel to be in no ^gree a mat-, 
ter of option, but an imperative duty. In a case so 
surrounded by difficulties, government did not act 
without deliberation. No doubt they were embar- 
rassed by the prospect of the use which would be 
made of the question by the seditious and disafiTect- 
ed. It is to be regretted too, tliat die law on the 
case is not more clear ; but as the case stood, had 
thev at first inserted her name in the liturgy, while 
such heavy charges against her lay on the council 
table, and had afterwards been compelled to erase 
it on account of the confirmation of those charges, 
the moral indignation of the country would haye 
overwhelmed us. But it was said, that the queen 
was now proved innocent — that she had been tried 
and acquitted— and that her name should now bo 
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restored as mattor of conrao. At to the opinion of 
gentlemen opjposito on this j^tnt, it has not with 
me much weight : and I will tell them why ; bo- 
cause their conviction was as strong before the evi- 
dence was giVen as after. 1 will admit, however, 
that technically she ma^ be said to be acquitted ; 
and therefore may claim the possession of thoca 

Erivileges to whicb she had strictly a legal right ; 
ut the insertion of her name in the liturgy is not 
a matter of right ; and when her character has been 
so far affect^ by the evidence in support of the 
<^iarges against ber, that one hundred aiod twenty- 
three peers had pronounced her guilty, the crown 
cannot be advised to grant this or any other matter 
n£ grace and favour, which it is at the pleasure of* 
the crown to grant or withhold. Towards the onaen, 
personally, I repeat, I feel compassion. When 
once the proceedings against her had closed, mi- 
nisters were resolved to move no forther measozes 
on the subject ; but since they who affect to be her 
friends, have renewed the discussion, be theirs the 
odium, and theirs Uie mischief which must result 
from ita useless agitation. But I cannot be lilent 
upon her conduct, since she has been so infktuoted 
as to deliver herself into the hands of a party, 
which, I believe to have views dangerous to the 
public tranquility aad the cooatitntion. I feel 1 
cannot honour hex more in a political than in a mo- 
ral point of view. Has A» not jpi her answers to 
addresses, reviled the king, degraded the crown^ 
and vilified both booses of parliament f But, thank 
God, the country is coming to iti senses, I do not 
dDubL that if parliament ponue its tone of digni- 
fied determinatiop, the ewrts of that party will 
^oon expire in despair. Your patli of duty is 
plain. Ton ought either to sustain the actual gov- 
ernment in nnimpaired honour and character, that 
its usefulness to the country mey not be dimipish- 
ed ; or you should by a iair. tangible* wA manly 
proceedmg, put an end at once to th^ present car 
binet." 

- When this statement of his loxdship was ended, 
Mr. Brougham followed in &vour of lord A. Uamil- 
ton's motion. In allusioa to his assertioa on a j»re> 
vious ocoasioo, that the queen was not degraded by. 
the omission of her njune in the UXnrgy, he con« 
fiessed that he was then nxwiiiing to aUoW' that the 
qneen was degraftod by that act : '* It waA net for 
me, at that time to deokun, that my royal mistress 
Vas dej^raded. when she had to. meet all the ter- 
rors or the threatened investiga|aon ; 1 say tiie 
' terrors' of the investigation ; not diat innocence 
should be exposed to danger from injustice or in- 
q^iiry, but her miges^ was on the brinh of an in- 
vestigation in which innocence was no security ; 
in which she was to be met by pequred men 
and peijored women ; and by bribing men and 
bribing women ; where the hmg arm of power, 
and the long purse of an administratioa stretch- 
ed ^eir inflnence OTer Italian hands and Ital- 
ian hearts ; over hearte ready to cronch to the 
one, over nands greedy to ^natch at the other. 
From such trial»_ from such a threatened prosecu- 
tion the most guiltless might shrink without incur, 
ring for a moment the imputation of crime I" In 
the conclusion of his speech^ lb. Brougham hap- 
pily contended, that gentlemen, who thought ya^ 
riously on one point, but who agreed on others, 
should choose the point on which they could unite, 
not that on which they differed* Most of them 
thought the omission cMrthe queen's name illegal, 
some doubted its illegality ; aU were clear as to its 
being inexpedient and ilf-advised. " The queen," 
said Mr. Brouffham, "has been acquitted— she must 
be treated as if she had never been tried : or there 
is no justice in England. What is the olgeot of 
my noble flriend's motion f— To call back the atten- 
tion of parliament to the weighty affairs from which 
it had been distracted^ to give opportunity, (which 
while this oyerwhebmng sul^ect occupied ^e conn- 
try, could not be afifordod,) to consider the distresses 
ota people, who now, unmindful of their own suf- 
ferings, poured forth their generous and disinter- 
ested petitions in favour of their persecuted queen." 

The result of this motion of lord Archibald Ham- 
ilton, was evaded by the question of adjournment 
being carried, which produced ayes three hundred 
and ten, noes two huibdred and nine, leaving a 
minuterial msoority of a hundred and one votes. 

So died the first attempt to bring before parlia- 
ment liio conduct of ministers, as relating to her I 
majesty. A second endeavour was then made in 1 




the shape of a distinct and specific ch&ige of ■■». 
conduct, which was ushered to the notiee of Ike 
bouse by the marqub of Tavbtock, in the shape ef a 
motion n>r a rote of censure upon tlie entire 
cecdings held by government towards ber i 
His lordship stated, ** his purpose wns not ^ 
to obtain from the house an expression of 
aense of the late proceedings against her 
but to drive the present ministeis froaa poi 
Mr. Lambton seconded this motion, and while so 
doing, roundly charged ministers with being goilty 
of the grossest inconsistency and mismnnageihenit, 
throumout the whole of th ese proceedingsr wliish 
he f nuy and ably detailed from the oansrion of her 
m^esty's name m the liturgy, to the ctrcmnatanocs 
attending the prorogation of the last sfsinn of 
parliament. After a lengthened debate, which oe- 
cnpled two entire evenings, the honse on its divi- 
sion presented the fioBowing appearance, ny«s one 
hundred and seventy-eight, noes three hondiired and 
twenty-four ; thus was tiae motion of the 
lost by a nu^ority against it of one hundred 
forty-six votes. 

The third and last attack daring the 
which minteten had to combat against, 
the lamentable procedure against the qi 
in consequence of a motion bron^t 
Mr. John Smith, and seconded by Mr. 
son, the form of which was as follows : " That din 
honse having taken into oonsiderataoa the ciremn- 
stanoe of the queen's name not being Inserted in 
the ocSlects, prayers, and litanies of the choRft; 
and also the numerous petitions from fte nee p i s, 
addressed to this liouse, complaining thereof; is sf 
opinion^ that under all existmg circumeCnncea, It is 
hif^y expedient that her m.^esty's naasie should be 
inserted in the said collectB, prayers, and litnni» ; 
and that such a Wftasnre wonld gveady tend te ve- 
move the discontents that exist on that 
the pubUc ndnd." The nnmbefs» on 
the honse, were one hundred and 
favour of the motion ; against it, two 
ninety.«^^ ; being a nntfority on tho eldin of sas- 
nisters ofone hnndred and twenty. 

The above nuoorities having op d eci siv sly de» 
dared the sentiments of the bouse upon iIm een> 
duct of ministers, as connected with the lafte pin- 
ceedings against her m^lesty, it wi 
their Qpponents as useless to persist, 
went to restior the present, the qaestioin met 
resumed dnriug the session. 

QUEEK'S MESSAGE. 

Om tiie point of the future ptovisioa far Ae 
queen, the ministry had come to a 
propose in the house of commons, that his 
should be enabled to grant an annnal 
ceediac fifty thousand pounds, out off 
dated fund, for the septtate use and esi 
of her mi^esty. When the day arrived fa 
house to go into a committee on this snl^ecc, 
Baoui^am. rose and staled, that he had 
the queen's oommands to present to the honse flm 
following message : 
*' GAKOi«iNa R. 

" The queen having learned that the hoaee ef 
commons has appointed tiiis day for taking- into 
oonsideration the part of the king's ■ 
speech, which relates to her, deems it 
declare, Uiat she is duly sensible of Us 
condescension in recommending an 
rospeoting lier to the consideration of 
She is aware that this recommendation most be y 
derstood as referring to a provision for the sappevt 
of her estate and dignity ; and from what has laMy 
passed, she is apprehenrive that such a 
may be unaccompanied by the pos se ss i o n of 
rights and privileges in the ample 
foimer queens consort, her royal 
have been wont, in times post, to enjoy ttMsa. It 
far from the queen's inclination needlessly tettirew 
obstacles in the way of a settlement, whidi she de- 
sires, in common with the whole country, and 
which she feels persuaded, die best interests ef all 
parties equally require : and being most anziens 
to avcnd any thing that night create irritatinnv she 
cautiously abstains from any observation on them^ 
exanmled predicaments in which she is plaecd; 
but she fe^ it due to the honse, and to Wrewlf, 
respectfully to declare that she perseveres in the 
resolution of declining any arrangement, white het 
name continues to he excluded from the litmsj.'* 





OEOROE IV. 1881. 



4811 



ttla meMage; and mux diocunlng we gnmt to 
bar nuuesty, to whicb it had roferonce, lord Caa- 
tleffoagn reokarked, tbat undoubtedly the queen 
had a fi^t to aJbatain from reoeifuig any oene* 
fit from the gvant. Her nugetty, on a former oe> 
canon, had declared that she would not take any 
money eacept from parliament. *' She is misinfonn- 
ed/' ohMTTod his lordship ; " she is trarelling into 
those unconstitutional errors she had been before 
led into. Her law advisers might hare informed 
her diat it was from the crown only, and not from 
IMirliament, that she could recetre any pecuniary 
erant. With respect to her majesty, parliament 
cooM not be distiubed from its course by her inter- 
ference : she might, if she pleased, reject the grants 
when it came to her in a proper shape ; but the 
house had nothing to do with her objections now ; 
it was Ibr them to proceed to tho order of the day 
<m his majesty's gracious communication.** 

Mr. Broufl^m, in defending the message, ohser- 
Ted — " the noble loord charges upon it a want of re- 
spect to this housoi and an attempt to dictate to its 
proceedings. The message appears to me perfectly 
onolgectionalile on this head. The interpretation 
of its language was, that her mi^jesty understood 
from the Totes of the house, which dbe was entitled 
to read, that provision was to be made for her that 
xdght ; and she says, that under the drcumstances 
in which she has been placed, she cannot (Mu-ter her 
honour for money ; and, therefore, in respectful 
language, she warns the house against ttie grant." 

PROTISION FOR HER HAIBSTT. 

Thx motion of lord Castlereagh was then carried, 
which secured to her migesty an annual proiision of 
fitty thousand pounds, during the term of her natu- 
ral Ufa ; and thas grant parliament eventually TQted. 

DISCUSSION ON THE QUESTION OF CATHO- 
UG EMANCIPATION. 

Catholic emancipation was Ihe next soljecf of 
import which engrossed the attention of parlia- 
ment. On the twenty-eighth of February, Mr. 
iPIunkett (who now appeared as chief advocate of* 
tiie catholic claims, in consequence of Mr. Grattan's 
deaUi), prefaced tUs question by a most able and 
lucid speech, which receiredthe acclamations of an 
parties in the house, and in conddding moved, — 
'* That the house do resolre itself into a committee 
of the whole house, to consider the state of the laws 
by which oaths or declarations are required to be 
taken for ttie enjoyment of oflices, ex the exercise 
of civil fnnctions, so far as the same affect his ma- 
jesty's Roman' catholic suLtjects. and whether It 
would be expedient in any, or what manner, to al- 
ter or modify the same : and subject to what provi- 
sions or regulations." This motion was foyouied by 
a majority of two hundred and twenty-seven, whilst 
the minority was two hundred and twenty-one ; 
consequently it was gained by six votes. On the 
second of March, the house, in pursuance of Che 
success Attendant on the former motion, resolved it- 
self into a committee, to take into consideration tiie 
various clahns of the Roman catholics : and on the 
motion of Mr. Plunkett, certain resolutions were 
agreed to without discussion— of which the follow- 
ing mav be deemed an abstract : ** First, that those 
parts of ihe oaths required to be taken as qualifica- 
tions for certain oiBces, which related to the bdief 
of transubstantiation, the invocation of saints, and 
the idolatrous nature of the sacrifice of the mass, 
might be safely repealed, as concerning opinions 
merolv speculative and dogmatical, not affecting 
the allegiance or civil duty of the subject. Second 
ly, that that part of the oath of supremacy, which 
expressed the denial of all spiritual jurisdictian or 
authority in these realms, might be so explained, 
as to remove the scruples entertained by the kinsfs 
Roman catholic subjects vHth respect to taking it ; 
by declaring that the sense in which the word spirit- 
ual is used, according to the injunctions issued by 
queen Ellxabeth in the first year of her rtign, and 
explained by tibe thirty-seventh article of the chorch, 
imports merely, that the kings of this rrabn should 
govern all estates and degrees commit -ed to their 
charge by God, whether Uiey be ecclesiastical or 
temporal, and restrain with the civil sword the 
stubborn and evil-doer. By another resolution, the 
committee dedared the necessity of accompanying 
such act and repeal by such exceptions and regula- 



tions as were necesaai^ for 0ie praserration of iho 
j^testant succession to the crown, and maintoin- 
wg inviolate the Protestant churches of England, 
Ireland, and Scotland, as by law establldied.'' 

BILL FOR RELIEF. OF CATHOLICS PASSED 

IN THE COMMONS, REJECTED IN THE 

LORDS. 

Bills framed on the basis of the above resolu- 
tions were subsoquentiy introduced by Mr. Plun- 
kett ; and after many discussions (of which the ut- 
ter impracticability of fbmlshing even an outline 
must be regretted;, these bills were finally passed, 
and transmitted to the house of peers. Fortime 
did not continue to smile so favourably upon die 
measure in this new arena. Lord Donoughmore 
undertook the conduct of the first bill in the upfier 
house, where, though he advocated tiie cause with 
great zeal, it was dookaed to receive strenuous op- 
position from the earl of liverpool and the lord 
chancellor ; and in the second day's debate^ his royal 
highness the duke of York, the presumptive heb to 
the throne, declared himself as decidedly hostfle to 
the bill— considering it as a measure pregnant wi^ 
danger, not only to the throne, but to the church 
and constitution. " Educated," said his myal Ugh- 
ness, " in the prindples of the established church, 
the more I inquire, and the more I think, I am tiio 
more persuaded that her interests are insepanUile 
from tnose of the constitution : I consider her as an 
Integral part of that constitation, and I pray that 
she may long remain so. At the same time, there 
is no man less aa enemy to toleration than myself, 
but I distinguish between the allowance of the free 
exercise of religion, and the granting of political 
power." This On, embracing in its enactments so 
much to occupy the attention of the statesman and 
the sul^ect in general— on which such conflict of 
opinion prevails— and wUch, interesting as it does 
every diss of sodety in the kingdom, can never be 
duly understood in theory — after it had undergone 
a discussion, though long yet scarce adequate to its 
consequence, was thrown out by a maiority of tiiir- 
ty-nine ; the house dividing on the question of its 
second reading, contents, one hundred and twenty, 
non-contents, one hundred and fifty-nine. On this 
momentous occasion, many of the peers topk part 
In tile debate, and twenty-seven bishops voted on 
the occasion either personally or by nroxy— of which 
nmnber two only, the bishops of Norwich and Ro- 
chester, were among the contents. 

PARLIAMENTARY REFORM. 

Duftixo tUs session, the question of parEattent- 
ary reform was on two occasions agitated, in pur- 
suance of plans introduced to tiie house by ia 
most effldent advocates ; the first by Mr. Lambton, 
member for Durham, and tiie second by lord John 
RnsseB. It Is only to be observed, tiiat tiiese mea- 
sures met with rc[)ection. 

BOROUGH OF GRAMPOUND. 

An act of practical refbrm, however, took place, 
which ou^t to be regwrded as a co a^ c in g proof 
of the desire of the nudor part of our representa- 
tive body to utterly disoountenance and remedy 
the system of corruption, so long a prevailing error 
in the dection of members retamed tor boroughs. 
On the twelfth of February lord John Russell, 
witii the pertinadty of doing good, "moved that the 
house resolvjB itsdf into a committee on the bill for 
the disfranchisement of tiie borough of Granmound, 
and proposed, in lieu thereof, that the franchise so 
lost should be tratasferred to Leeds. This proposi- 
tion recdved the assenting voice of tiie .house of 
commons ; but in tite house of lords the earl of 
Liverpool raised objections to the firandiise being 
transferred to Leeds, on account of the extreme 
difilculty of establishing a due and proper scale of 
qualification for voters. His lordship subscquentiy 
moved as an amendment, that, in place of this pro 
posed transfer, two additional members should bo 
returned for the county of York. Tbig amendment 
was carried ; and with tiiis alteration the bill, upon 
being returned to tiie commoitis, psMed. 

DISTRESSFUL STATE OF COUNTRY. 

A CONTIM17ATION of depredated Micos still pre- 
vafling, considerable distress was felt by all dasses 
of the community ; but though most individuals suf- 
fered, it bore with more than common pressure eu 
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those engaged in purndtg eonoected with agrienl* 
tore ; and important aa it wa« to both landlord and 
tenant, to ameliorate their refpectire conditions, the 
difficulty was in deTising the requisite means ; and 
in the comprehenaire wisdom of the legislature, 
aliOTiation could alone be hoped for. In the be- 
ginning of the session, numerous petitions had 
been presented from every comer of the kingdom, 
praying tiiat the house would interpose for the in- 
Testigation and remoral of the embarrassments, 
which fell so heaTily upon agricultural property and 
agriculturists. In fnrAerance of these petitions^ 
Mr. Gooch, on the seventh March, mored for *' a 
aelect committee to w1]4ch these petitions should 
be referred, which should investigate the allega- 
tions contained in diem, and repprt their obserra- 
tions thereon to the house." The motion being 
agreed to, a committee was accordingly nominated. 

THB REPORT OF AGRICULTURAL COM- 

MITTEE. 

Tub report of this committee was presented to 
tiie house on the eighteenth June ; it stated that 
the complaints of the' petitioners were founded in 
Ikct, in so far as they represented, that at the pres- 
ent price of com, the returns to the occupier of an 
arable farm, after allowing for the interest of his 
iuTestments, are bj no means adeouate to his 
charges and outgomgs ; it also acknowledged, 
" that the committee, after a long and anxious in- 
quiry, had not been ablo to discover any means 
calculated immediately to relieve the present pres- 
nire." 

<* So ftur," the report stated, <' as the pressure 
arises from superabundant harvests, it is beyond 
the application of any legislative provision ; so far 
as it IS the result of the increased value of money. 
It is not one peculiar to the farmer, but extends to 
many other classes of society. That result, how- 
ever, is the more severely felt by the tenant, in con- 
■eqnencoi of its coincidence with an overstocked 
market, especially if he be farming with a borrowed 
capital, and under the engagements of a lease ; 
and it has hitherto been further aggravated by the 
comparative slowness with which prices generally, 
and particularly the price of labour, accommodate 
themselves to a change in the vidue of money, 
^om this last circumstance the departure from 
our ancient standard, in proportion as it was pre- 
judicial to all creditors of money, and persons de- 
pendent upon fixed in^mes, was a benefit to the 
active capital of the country ; and the same classes 
have been oppositely affected by a return to that 
standard. Ine restoration of it has also embarrass- 
ed the land owner in proportion as his estate has 
been encumbered with mortgages and other fixed 
pajrments assigned upon it, during the depreda- 
tion of money. The only alleviation for diis evil is 
to be looked for in such a gradual reduction of the 
rate of the interest of money below the legal mini- 
mirm, as may make those' encumbrances a lighter 
burden upon the landed interests of the kingdom ; 
and this reduction, ifpeace continues, there is every 
room to hope for. Ine difficulties in which the al- 
terations ox our currency have involved the farm- 
ing, the manuftkctnring, and the trading interests of 
the country must diminish in proportion as con- 
tracts, prices, and labour, adjust themselves to the 
present value of money." 

In commenting upon this public document, it may 
be necessary to attempt the reconcilement of Some 
apparent contradictions, and this is an act of great 
delicacy, in as much as being unacquainted with 
the precise data on which this legislatorial produc- 
tion was founded, the arguments contained therein 
can alone be scrutiruxed, unconnected with the 
evidence which gave rise to it. The sulgect being 
of importance, necessarily originates a commensu- 
rate diffidence in tiie ennuiry. There is at f^t a 
seeming paradox, in ascribing the distressful pres- 
sure of this period to the superabundant harvest, 
as it might be contended, that tho superabundance 
of any commodity, however low its price, in the 
hands of its possessor, must be compensated for by 
that very superabundance. So though the over sup- 
ply of grain in the market lowers the price to the 
grower, yet the capability of abtmdance to bring 
Much supply, counterbalances its lowness of price 
by the ratio of increase, which a superabundant har- 
vest supplies him with to carry to that market. On 
the contrary, it may be observed, that the expense 
of raising and preparing the grain fbr sale, in a 




nga of Mr. 



met the idea eootaiiied la 
rince though commodities were iewened in 
on tbe peace^ labour stfll maintafaaed nemly ita 
price. Again, in agreeing with tt 
that the pressure of tlie distress vi 
liarly confined to the farmer, hot extended to 
many, indeed, it micht with truth be alleged, toaD 
rlnsses of society ; for the variation in the price of 
com must necessarily affect all other artiolee ; and 
agreeing that the general pressure dien e^sojea- 
eed was occasioned by the increased valne of sm- 
ney; yet the doctrine does not appear to be fUij 
substantia t ed, that such increase in the valoe of 
money was the consequence of a restormtian at Ae 
ancient standard. Viewing this assertion, banly 
in connection with this document, unsupported by 
other fiicts, it mi^ht be imagiiied diat some amaa- 
tng change had ansen in thecnrrency of the realm: 
that it had been deteriorated by anttority tin now, 
when by some act of state it had been reetored to 
its original ^alue. Such has not been the case; — no 
order of the council, no edict of the king, bo par- 
liamentary act exists, or can be traced, by wU^ 
the least alteration in the British raine 
aliquot parts in gold or silver, has been 

their weight and fineness remained inD — — «, 

during the adverse periods of penory and praspcfi. 
ty. But diougfa so unchanged,. in the sterile aem- 
son of the bank restrictions, coin, fknm its acaicitya 
commanded a higher price than its relniiva valne ; 
and when a metallic currency was r e etored, iia in* 
trinsic worth was consequently, by the frnitAdncse 
of the supply, lowered. A cotemporary writer hm 
observed, that "there must then be son 

cause, which lessened (he comparative vali 

ney, in regard to commodities, totally distinct i 
a diminution of the intrinsic value of the coin ; 
tliis cause may be found in the prooeeflingi 
Pitt in the year 1707, when, roterfering 
than any among the most absolute of onr m 
had ever dared to do with the coin of the 
this bold financier, thon^ he did not di 
its intrinsic worth, or raise its nominal .^.w, ^ 
some kings had done, suspended its use altogether. 
From the moment, therefore, that the nee of gold 
coin was thus, by law, dispensed with, until the pe- 
riod of the resumption of cash payments by Se 
bank of England, there was no real standard m 
Great Britain by which the owner of any cos 
ty, or the possessor of lands or houses, could 
to themselves a certain profit, or a steady 
from their property : for such was the aac_ 
mischief of Mr. Pitffe suspension act. that, by 

Sulsively substituting a circulation of paper 
I the place of gold, it subjected all real pn 
to the uncertain fluctuation of a rtee or fall of pnoes 
merely nominal, according as the horison of pnbiie 
credit appeared bright or stormy to tlie sreedy eye 
of speculative avarice. A direct debascmeiit of the 
coin to any fixed intrinsic value, by which the 
worth of property and the price of labonr mi^ 
still have been correcdy measured, wottld hare 
been a blessing to the country, compared wilfceD 
the private miseries and pnbuc mischieCs tfmftliave 
resulted, and are yet to follow the fatal order of 
council of the twenty-seventh Febraary, 1797. fa- 
stead of characterising that measure, tberefere. as a 
departure from the ancient standard, or an site 
tion of the currency, as this report does. It is t. 
fervent hope, that some future committee of tibe l- 
presentatives of the people, will not hesitate to call 
It by its right name^ affix somepublic stigma npo« a 
policy so devoid ofjustioe and of wisdom, and dlaeo- 
ver some means uf rendering it imposailftle fbr any 
future minister, by a similar act, to complete ^e 
ruin of the country." 

When this report of the before-mentioned eom- 
mittee was made public, it extinguished the hopes 
which had been entertained from their labours, and 
despondent indeed was the common mind, that n« 
discovery for the distresses of the agricidtnral clas- 
ses could be made. It now became more and more 
evident to the unprejudiced observer, that the 
chain of events which had induced the mtal policy 
of Mr. Pitt, in suspending the use of coin, and 
thereby inundating this country with a floating pa 
per medium, in too many Instances nominal, and 

consequently easily attained by the specolatist, 

was, now things had returned to their original level 
of solid metallic currency, productive of chief, if not 
of all tlie evils, which oppressed and nearly over- 
whelmed, not aloi^o the ag^ricnltnral, hot depoBdcac 
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ttMroon, die mannfaetnring, otamMfcUl, and erery 
other bnmch of the comaumlty. In thifl state no 
remedy conld be applied, no eftKtoal rdief con- 
templated, bat from the gradnal progrewion of time 
end r emj jaion of taxation, wUch might restore the 
eoin of the realm to its aadent and natoral mode of 
operation and ralne. 

RESUMPTION OP CASH PAYMENTS. 
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At «ach a critiB, fortnnatdy for the oovntrr, die 
goremor and directors of the bank of BnEland, true 
to the interest of their establishment andtibe oom- 
inaiilt^-4>oldly renooncing all the former ideas 
which interest, presumption, or power had induced 
Ibem to adopt, and so long persoTere in — swayed by 
this enlightened policy, they antidpeted the period 
preAred by law for the resumption of cash pay- 
nents, and not only Tolnntarily opened their boards 
te the holders of their notes, bat in this session of 
partiament saoeeeded in obtaining an act which 
neetened the final removal of the restriction by a 
whole Tear. By this act it was made imperatiTe 
on the bank of England to pay all demands upon it 
In cash, after the first of May 18SS, in the place of 
the first of Maj in the next year of 18S3. 

The remaining transaction of this session which 
f^om its import demands especial record, was the 
chancellor of the exchequers statement of the sup- 
plies required for the year, and his estimated ways 
end means. The total amount of supplies roted for 
the Taiious serrices constituted the sam of eighteen 
Bsillion twenty-one thousand eieht hundred pounds, 
to which was added. Interest of exchequer biDs one 
million pounds ; with two hundred and ninety thon- 
eand pounds for the sinking fund on the same ; as 
^rell as seren hundred and six thousand four hun- 
dred poonds for Irish treasury bills and public 
works — making in the whole twenty miHion eighteen 
thoeaand two hnndred poonds. 

BUDGET POR 18S1. 

Tbb ways and means were stated as foDowa :— 
Annual ^axes, four miOion pounds ; temporary excise 
datiee, one million five hnndred thousand pounds ; 
lottery, two hundred thousand pounds ; old stores, 
one hnndred and sixty-three thousand four hnndred 
pounds ; firom the pecuniary indemnity paid by 
rranoe, five hundred thousand pounds : repayment 
of exchequer bUls lent for public works, one hun- 
dred and twenty-fiye thousand pounds ; surplus of 
ways and means for 18S0, eighty-one thousand six 
hundred and thirtv pounds. In furUier aid of the 
ways and means, there was taken from the sinking 
ftmd of Great Britain a loan of twelre million fire 
hundred thousand pounds; and from the sinking 
ftmd of Irdand, fire hundOred thousand pounds ; 
inerease of capital of bank of Ireland, four hundred 
and sixty-one thousand five hundred and thirty-nine 
peunds— making a total of ways and means, twenty 
mflUon thirty-one thousand fiive hundred aiwi sixty. 
nine pounds. . Supplies voted, twenty million eigh- 
teen tnousand two hundred pounds— excess of wajrs 
and means, thirteen diousand three hundred and 
■ixty-nine pounds. 

After this view of the ways and means for the 
year, the ohaneeDor of the exchequer proceeded to 
state the probdUe amount of the revenue, and de- 
duced therefrom that the gen^'al revenue would 
be fifty-five million eleven thousand one hnndred 
and fourteen poonds ; while the total exi>enditure, 
including the supplies, was sixty-eight million two 
htmdred and twenty-one thousand eight hundred 
pounds. Xhus exhibiting the pleasing prospect of 
an exnenditnre under that of the foregoing year, 
of no less a sum than three million pounds — a view 
of finance highly gratifying In itself, as indicatire of 
what might be anticipated from a continuation of 
the joint system of peace and retrenchment. 

VOTE OP INCREASED ANNUITY TO DUKE 
OP CLARENCE. 

Nbarly the last act of this parliamentary session 
was the vote of an annuity of^six thousand pounds 
to dse duke of Clarence. His royal highness had 
declined a similar grant on a former occasion; 
but on the sixth of June lord Castlereagh informed 
the house, that as, since the period of the aforesaid 
dqcUuing, the situation of tne royal duke had ma- 
terially changed, (being now married,) he was de- 
sirous of aTaOing himsMf of the favourable inten- 
tiana of parliament, for the augmentation of his in- 



come to an eqval amount widx that ef his r»yal bro- 
ther. 

The labours of the session being finished, parlia- 
ment was prorogued on the elerenth of July, when 
a speech was delivered in his mi^esty's name by 
commission. 

DEATH OP NAPOLEON, RX-EMPEROR OP 
PRANCE, IN CAPTIVITY AT ST. HELENA. 

Psoli the eventful period that Napoleon, the ex- 
emperor of Prance, became the captive of St. Hele- 
na, the wonderful and almost talinnanio influence 
connected for so many years with the bare mention 
of his name, gradually diminished; and even the 
intelligence of his death, which reached England 
in the beginning of July in this year, created but a 
slight sensation, in comparison with the eifect that 
would have been produced all over Europe by the 
same event, had it occurred before the battle of 
Waterloo, or at any time that he exercised abso- 
lute rule over that immense nation, swelled by 
those tributary kingdoms which acknowledged b& 
power. 

Various and contradictory accounts of the state 
of his health, and of his mode of life, had been pro- 
legated in England and Pnmce, during his deten- 
tion at St. Helena; and many complaints were 
made to the British government respecting the 
regulations enforced upon the ex-emperor, the part- 
ners of his exile, and the servants who followed him 
in his misfortunes. It was alleged that restrainte 
were imposed, and privations exacted, which the 
moot timid caution against escape could not justify; 
and that a system of petty iustdts and puerile an- 
noyances, was adopted towards the imperial pria. 
oner, which produced upon such a mind as Napo- 
leon's more cruel tortures than if his body had been 
fettered with the heaviest chains. 

Many rolumes detailing the treatment of Nn>o- 
leon were puUished^aocording to which, and if Oio 
f^ts related be strictly true, it is to be^ lamented 
that die honour of Great Britain will suflbr in the 
opinion of posterity for the absence, on this occar 
sion, of the usual national generosity to a prostrate 
foe. The custody of Napoleon was a trust, which 
demanded in its exercise the most magnantmona 
feelings, comUned with the highest principles of 
chlvalric honour, and an understanding soaring 
for above the petty prejudices of the viugar polT 
tidan. 

Upon these points, as well as for a detafl of the 
transactions of St. Helena subsequent to the arrival 
of Napoleon, we must refer ow readers to divers 
cotemporary publications ; and shall leave them to 
form their own opinion upon circumstances too 
loos«>ly stated, and of too recent occurrence to re- 
ceive the seal of history, countersigned by tmt\ 
and impartialitv. 

Whatever opinion posterity may prononnoe upon 
the line of conduct pursued by the government of 
Great Britain towards the most formidable enemy 
that ever appeared In arms against her, when that 
enemy was sul^ngated to her power, and held bis 
Jife in her hands, however busy malevolent report 
had been, it was in a great degree gratifying to the 
feelings of Englishmen to find the odious and info- 
moos insiniution that his dissolution was accelera- 
ted by poison for ever annihilated by the infollible 
evidence produced on the inspection of the body 
after his decease. 

The oflldal detail of these drcumstanoes was 
transmitted to the earl of BathnrsL one of his ma- 
jesty's secretaries of state, by Sir Hudson Lowe, in 
the following despatch : — 

" St, BeUna, 6th May, mi. 
" Mt Lobd, 

" It falls to my duty to inform your lordship, that 
Napoleon Banaparte expired at about ten minutes 
before six o'clock in the evening of the 5th instant, 
after an illness which had confined him to his apart- 
ments since the 17th of March last. He was at- 
tended daring the early parts of his indisposition, 
from the I7th to the 31st March by his own medical 
assistant, professor Automarchi. alone. During tiie 
latter period from the ist April to the Ath May, he 
received tiie dafly visits of Dr. Amott, of hb ma- 
jestv's SOth regiment, generally in conjunction with 
professor Automarchi, Dr. Short, physician to the 
forces, and Dr. Mitchell, prindpal medical officer 
of the royal navy on the station, whose services, aa 
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well w tiioie of uij other medical perMuif oa the 
island, had been offered, were called apon in con- 
aiiltation ^ hy pro f eaao r Aatoowrehi, on the Sd of 
May ; bat the^ had not any opportanity afforded 
to mem of aeemg the patient. Dr. Amott was with 
Um at the moment of his decease, and saw him 
expire. Captain Grokatt orderly oAcer in attend- 
ance, and Dis. Short and liitohell saw tJw body 
immediately afterwards. Dr. Amott remained 
with the body dtudng the night. Early this mom- 
lag, at abovt seven o'dock, I proceeded to ^e 
apartment where the body lay, accompanied by 
rear-admiral Lambert, naval coaunander ia-chin 
on this station ; the marquis de Montcfaenu, com- 
missioner of his majesty the king of France, charg- 
ed with tbiB same doty also on the nart of his maios- 
ty the empdror of Austria ; brigadier-general Cof- 
fin, second in command of the troops ; Thomas H. 
Brooke and Thomas Greentree, Esors. members of 
the oonacil in the goremment of this idand ; and 
captains Brown, Hendry, and Marryat of the royal 
navy. After viewing the person of Napoleon BuMir 
aparte, which lay with the fooe ancovered, we re- 
tired. An opportanity was afterwards atfbrded, 
with Uie concarrenoe of the persons, who had oom- 
poaed the famfly of Napoleon Baonaparte, to as many 
officers as were desirous, naval and military, to the 
hon. the East India company's officers, and citU 
servants, and to various other individosJs resident 
here, to eater the room in which the body lay, and 
to view it. 

" At two o'clock, tfkis day, the body was opened 
fai the presence of the foUowing medical gentle* 



" Dr. Short, M.D.: Dr. Mitchell, M.D.; Dr. Ar- 
nott, M.D. ; Dr. Barton, M.D. ; of his mi^es^s 
dxty-sixth regiment, and Matthew Livingstone, 
Esq. surgeon in the Bast India company's service. 
Professor Automarchi assisted at the dissection, 
general Bertrand and count Mondiolan were pre- 
aent. After a careful examination of the several 
internal parts of the body, the whole of the medical 
gentlemen present concurred in a report on their 
appearance. This report is enclosed. I shall cause 
fbe body to be interred with the hononrw due to a 
general officer of tbe highest rank. I have intrust- 
ed this despatch to captain Crokatt, of his Bia)e8ty's 
twentieth regiment, who was the orderly olncer in 
attendance upon the person of Napoleon Buona- 
parte at the time of his decease. He embarks on- 
board his mMesty's sloop Heron, which rear^dmi- 
ral Lambert has detached from the squadron under 
his command with the intelligence. 
- 1 have, &c. 

- H. LowK, IMut^en/' 

The medical report in the above despatch was 
couched in the fi>llowinff terms : — 

<* LoNewooD, St. Hblbra, 
- 6M May, 1821. 

* Report of appearance on dissection of the body 
of Napoleon Bonaparte. 

" On a superficial view, the body appeared rery 
lat, which state was coufiirmed by the nrst incision 
down its centre, where the fat was upvrards of an 
inch and a half over the abdomen. On nutting 
through the cartilages of tbe ribs, and exposing the 
cavity of the thorax, a trifling adhesion of the left 

Sleura was found to the pleura costalis. About 
iree ounces of reddish fluid were contained in the 
left cavity ; and nearly eight ounces in the right. 
The lungs were quite sound. The pericardium was 
natural, and contained about an ounce of fluid. 
Hie heart was of the natural sixe, but thickly corer- 
ed with fat. The auricles and ventricles exhibited 
BoUiing extraordinary, except that the muscular 
part appeared latlier paler tiian natural. Upon 
opening the abdomen the omentum was found re- 
markably fat, and upon opening the stomach, that 
▼iscus was found the seat of the disease. Strong ad- 
hesions connected the whole superior surfiu^, parti- 
cularly about the pyloric extremity to tlie concave 
surface of the left lobe of the liver ; and on separat- 
ing these, an ulcer, which penetrated the coats of 
the stomach, was discovered one inch from the py- 
lorus sufficient to allow tbe passage of the little 
finger. Tbe internal surface of die stomach to 
nearly its whole extent was a mass of cancerous 
disease or schirrons portions advancing to cancer ; 
this was particularly noticed near ttie pylorus. 
The cardiac extremity, for a small space near the 
tcrBiination of the a-sophagns, was the only part 
^ppcunog m a healthy sutc. The stomach was 



filled with a lana quantity of floid 
fee groonds. The convex surflaee of the left 
of the liver adhered to the diaphragm. WMi 
exception of tbe adhesions occasioned by the 
ease in the stomachy no one unhealthy appeara 
presented itself in the ttrer. The renudnd 
abdominal viscera were in a healthful state. A 
•light peculiarity in the formation of the left kidney 
was observed. 
(Signed) 

Thomas ShorVM.D. and principal 
medical officer. 

Archd.Araott,M.I>.i 
tieth regiment. 

Charles Mitchell, M.D. 
H.M.S. Yigo. 

Prancis Burton, M.D. 
' sixty-sixth regiment. 

Matdiew livin^tone, 
H.C. service.* 
This report clearly shows, that tke disorder which 
occasioned the death of Napoleon was a cancer in 
the stomach, to which it is probable he had an he- 
reditary disposition, his ftiuier having died of 
same disease at the early age of Hurty-five. 
pain which tiie ex-empernr endured from this 
plaint for a long period prior to his dissolution, ' 
so acute, being, according to his description, as if m 
knife had been thrust into his body, and braken 
short off. Whatever impetuosity he Ibrmesly 
played, he, however, bore this exemciatiBi 
widi remarkable patience, and never was beard to 
utter a single complaint. His Uionghts in his last 
hours were apparently fixed upon his son, and 
Prance. Hie bust of Uie young prince wi — 
by his express command at the loot of die i 
vrhich he expired ; it was the oMeet to \ 
eyes constantly turned, and to which his idena may 
be supposed as eonstantiy to have rereited. The 
last words which were heard to fldl from hka weie 
in conformity to this Idea, being a repetitioa of 

Publicity being now courted, it was del win ed 
ttiat the body of Napoleon should lie in state, that 
flie Inhabitants of die island in general night have 
an opportunity of viewing bis remains. The 
dressed in a green uniform, which tlie 
had worn, was extended on the small 
on which he was accustomed to rest daring his 
campaigns, and on this bedstead was epiend the 
blue-cloth-cloak which he wore at the battle of Me- 
rengo ; the decoration of the legion of . 
placed on his side ; and a saudl cmclfix 
heart. 

The cHmate of Che bland rendered It expedient 
to hasten tfie interment, and the nInA of 
appointed fbr that ceremony. Nap d ee n 
had mariied out the spot in which it was hi 
to be buried, in a wild seqoestered little taliey, 
about a mfle distant from bla realdenee, and very 
near a spring, over which the branches of two ws- 
low trees formed a deHghtful shade. To 
eluded i^ace k was the frequent eustam of 
leon to retire dtoae: and among the medit 
which he indulged in that ** rade sottCnde,* It is 
now evident Oiat the oonsideratien of Ids nwrinBty 
was one. There is net peihaps to be Iband in tte 
whole range of history a mere striking 
than the condition of this indlvldnal &« 
to the oontemplatloa of mankind-— the cu>tive 
the rock of St. Helena, measuiing oat ahtOe ^ 
of ground to form his secluded grave ; and ttm 
tain of millions of Idollidng warrion, the ' 
potentate, the arbiter of nations, to 
dons mind the dream of aniversal en 
within his grasp. 

Military honoors due to the remains ef a general 
of the first rank were paid to those of the late em> 
peror. 

The sdected spot having been previoaaly 
crated, the funenj procesnon was arranged In 
following order : 



1 



Napoleon Bertrand, 
son 
of the Marshal. 
Dr. Amott, lOCh Regt. 

THE 
Grenadiers. In 



The Priests in frdt 
Robee. 



a car. 



Napoleon's 
BODY, 
, drawn by 
four horses. 
Twenty-four grenadiers to carry the body down a 
steep hill where the car could not ge^ 
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Coont Napoleon'* hone led by Manhal 
IfoQttaoIoD. two MrvanU. Bertrand. 

Madame Bcrtraad and Daofthter in an 
open Tehicle. 

Senrants. 
Na?al Officen. 
Staff OOoen. 
. Hemben of Conodl. 
General Coffin. Marauu de Montchenu. 

llu) Admiral. Hie GoTemor. 

Lady Lowe and Daaghter, in 
Serranta.- an open Tehkle* SerTanta. 

SerranU. 

Dragoons. 

St. Helena Volnnteen. 

St. Helena Aegiment. 

St. Helena Artillery. 

Sixty-eixth Regiment. 

Royal Uarinea. 
Twentieth Regiment. 
Royal Artillery. 

The graye was Iborteen feet deep, very wide at 
tiie top, tiie lower part chamberea to receive the 
oolftn. The body was Indoeed in three o«Ane, nuu 
Ikogany, lead, and oah ; the heart in a silver cop, 
filled with spirits, and the stomach presenred m 
Uiotiker silver cnP| were both deposited in the oof- 
mi ; notwithstanding the earnest desire of coants 
Bertrand and Moatholon to be permitted to take the 
former to Europe, and the request of Napoleon's 
rargeon to retain the latter. One large stone cov- 
ered the whole of the lower chamber, which thus 
receiyed the entire remains of Napoleon Buona- 
parte ; and the grave was then filled up with solid 
masonry, clamped with iron. 

Immediately alter the fhnedd of Napoleon, the 
establishment which had been so expenslTe to 
Great Britain, amounting to nearly hail a million 

Crr annum, was broken up. Counts Bertrand and 
ontholon, with the rest of the faithful followers, 
and the household of the late emperor, repaired to 
Europe. On his arrival in France count Bertrand 
was received in a manner which reflects much 
honour on the restored monarch of that kingdom, 
vho josdy appreciating the merits of that fidelity 
the count had so nobly proved to his chosen master,^ 
rewarded it, by restonag to him his rank and hon> 
onra in the army by a royal ordinance. Tho will 
of Napoleon was brought over by the count, and 
was duly registered in the pcerof^ve court of die 
archbishop of Canterbury. It bears date April 
fourteenth, 18X1 ; and there are three codicils an- 
noced dated seven days later. This will appears 
principally to have been made for the purpose of 
rewardinc^, as for as lup means permitted htm, 
snob of ms Ariends, officers, and domestics, as the 
testator oonoeived to have the most peculiar daims 
upon his remembrance; and the funds ont of 
which these legacies were to be paid, consisted of 
the sum of six milUona of francs^ which he had de- 
posited with the banker. La Fitte, at the period of 
his departure irom Paris, in 1615. 

The common lot of mortality having overtaken 
Napoleon, it may be instructive to the human 
mind to comment shortly upon his extraordinary 
elevation ; nor is it wholly unworthy of remark, 
that he furnishes an additiona) example and mo- 
nition to desperate politioians, that it is not the 
originaUy focaous character irhich gains by tumnl^ 
but that in general they become speedy victims at 
the altar m ambitiDn, and are usnaJiy after the 
hrst tide of sncc e ea> swept away by the million into 
tlieir original state ; nappy only should they 
escape ultimate destruction, during the evanescent 
reign of anarehy and confusion^ which preludes 
and rules most revolutionary proceedings. So wae 
it with Napolee»t whilst rranoe was deluged In 
blood by the sueoessive mobs and usurping dema- 
gognea of a dayr-he. in the humble capacity of a 
suUientenant of artiUery, contemplated the storm 
safe in his obscurity. The siege of Toulon first 
evinced bis skill in gunnery ; his talents as an engin- 
eer : and the era of liberty and equality opposing no 
bar to promotion, his rise was extremelv rapid to 
the chief command of the army of Italy ; his victories 
were as sorprising ; fortune favotued all his 
schemes, iumI seemed, while holding the balance, to 
smile on her fovourite child ; for mto which ever 
scale he threw his sword, it as surely and speedily 
preponderated against all opposing powers of 
aingle or allied forcea, at that period, ilia Egyptian 
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campaign snltted his former successes, yet he re- 
turned to his adopted cbuntry at an eventful pe- 
riod, hi time to command her destinies, first as 
consul, and subseqnentty as emperor ; to this he 
added the titles ofxing ofltsly, protector of the con. 
federates of the Rhine, acd the Helvetio confeder- 
acy : instituting two orO«irs of chivalry, he bestowed 
the iron crown and legion of honour on all his 
mlUtery and other dependants deserving foronr, 
and created a halo of enthusiasm tiurouriiont 
France, fovourable to his yiews of univeruu and 
absofaite sovereignty ; his nobles, his marsluJs, hie 
dignitaries and savans, rallied round and supported 
his cause to the last, with their coondls, theu- treas- 
ures, and tiieir lives : nor at ^ba was his welfare 
neglected^— or even tn his final exile was he de- 
serted by them ; he possessed tiie skill of Elisau 
both, in availing himself by every means of the 
talents of the country, and by fostering, made them 
appear his own, and subseryiant to the splendour 
of his career. Resembling Cromwell in many par- 
ticulars of religious and subservient poHcy^ skill as 
a commander, and knowledge as a negotiator, he 
went beyond him in assuming the purple robe of 
imperial sway ; and while he pursued ms game of 
political chess, he not only checkmated a kipg 
whenever he pleased, but played with kingdoms, 
and considering crowns as baubles, transferred the 
regal dignity at his caprice to various branches of 
his own fomOy, haying at one period Naples, Spain, 
HoUand, Westphalia, and Itafy, erected into xing- 
doms, and governed by his brothers and near rela- 
tives; his mother and sisters were queens and 
princesses ; his undo a cardinal ; nor did ms aagran- 
dlaement rest here, bnt by his matrimonial aiHance 
with the house of Austria, he consolidated his pow- 
er so, that had not his own destructive ambition 
undennlned the splendid edifice, which his tal< 
enta and his fortune had erected, it must have 
stood against ordinary events and combinationSf 
in perennial and overto wering pride. As it proved 
proridence wisely ordained the poison should con- 
tain its own antitode ; and his sudden rise, declen- 
sion, and fUl, wiO long stand as a lesson of morality 
while it hands down to after ages, the unparalleled 
biography in the greater class of heroes, rulers, and 
uncommon meojr-of Napoleon cidevant emperor of 
the Gaols. 

SITUATION OF THE QUEEN. 

Ddbino the period that the utmost attention of 
parliament was devoted to the various sul^ecti, of 
which a mere outUne has been attempted, the publio 
mind was excited to a very extraordinary degree, by 
the violence of party writers, both for and against the 
government. At this momentous era, the state of 
the public press of England was a source of me> 
lancnoly regret to every uapr^udioed mind and 
well-wisher to the country. IVe sordid lust of gain 
had so entirely vanquished the cause of trnth,^ so 
completely suljngated the spirit of candid inqiury, 
on which the value of a free press alone depends, 
that the best foelings of EngUnmenwere wantonly 
•ported with, by the hirelings of party and pnbUc 
opinions, by dint of venal pens, was as frequently 
the result of error as of truth. In this position of 
alRurs, the popular indignation was aroused by the 
peculiarly unfortunate situation of the queen ; a 
situation which roused the passions of the people 
in a surprising manner. Her m^esty, by the re- . 
suit of am trial, was left in a state of unmreseen 
and very delicate nature ; possessed of her pre- 
rogatives of queen consort, whilst the disclosures 
made during the examination of witnesses, added 
to the influence of the hiahest example, precluded 
her from that class of society alone from which it 
might naturally be expected a queen of England 
ought to select her circle of associates and friends. 
Such combination of circumstances operating as an 
exclusion, threw this ill-fated princess into close 
alliance with a party notononsly apposed to the 
then existing administration; and which party, 
biassed by political motives, did not disdain to add 
to their phalanx, on this occasion, the coiuunctive 
aid of the radical foction, who eagerly embraced se 
rare an opportunity of assailing royal^ itself, under 
the wily paradox of espousing a royal cause. 

The kingdom now presented the un]>leasing ap- 

Searance of a house divided against itself; and 
oubtless much art had been resorted to on all 
sides to widen a breach which fotaHy existed, and 
which providenoe ruling the predominant good 
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■ease ot Ihe natloo at largo, pverented from becom- 
ing as mluhieYOcu in its reswts ai it was portentous 
in its opening. I/, onder the direful influence of 
deeply lacerated feeling, and encouraged by the 
eril counsel and ill-limed flatteries of those sur- 
rotmding her, her magesty was induced to consider 
her cause as one for which Uie people at large were 
willing to incur all risks, and braye all dangers, it 
is a sul^ect rather begetting regret than surnrise. 
Some such faOacioos persuasion ' roust doubtless 
hare caused her to cherish, by CTery possible 
means, that popularity which she riewed as the 
strength that upheld her, and which she invariably 
resorted to, whenever occasion presented itself. It 
cannot be denied, that in unison with the warm- 
heartedness of the British nation, the feelings of 
fbe populace, in common with a great majority of 
the public at large, continued ftxvily in favour of 
the queen ; and even when she finalljr drew for the 
allowance voted to her, in contradiction to fier so- 
lemn pledge to narliament that she never would 
accept It.— even then excuses for her dilemma were 
sought for, in the mistakes into which it was pre- 
sumed certain advisers had plunged her. This was 
the pnblwB sentiment held respecting her majesty, 
when an approaching event opened a new field for 
general discnsaum. 

The ceremony of the king's coronation had been 
or^naOy fixed for the first of August in the year 
now past : the return of her majesty had rendered 
this arrangement nugatory, bv the necessity to 
IKWtpone the ceremony ; and it had become a ques- 
tion much debated, whether, under the variety of 
drcmnstance, and in the existing state of tibe pub- 
lic mind, a coronation would take place or not. — 
On this snbjiect each party had opinions; and in 
these the communitv participated. It was observed 
that the king had of late appeared moi^ frequently 
in jpublic ; and whoi he visited in state the three 
principal theatres of the metropolis, the acclama- 
tions of the audiences equalled, if it did not sur- 
pass in enthusiasm, those which were heard within 
the same waDs in honour of the queen's presence. 
Indeed his reception was so highly flattering that 
it realised lord Uastlereagh's prognosticated asser- 
tion in the house of commons, en Hxe close of the 
late trial, *' That in six. months he had no doubt his 
migesty would be the most popular man in his do- 
minions." 

ANNOUNCED CORONATION. 

Early in the month a proclamation was issued, 
which announced his majesty's pleasure, that this 
much discussed solemnity of coronation should take 
place on the nineteenth of July ; and the conse- 

aaent preparations for its celebration were imme- 
lately proceeded in. - 

CONDUCT OP THE QUEEN. 

On the twenty-fifth of June, a memorial was pre- 
sented to the pnvy council from her migesty, pre- 
ferring a formal claim to be crowned in like man- 
ner with her royal predecessors. An answer was 
returned to her majesty, that the law officers of 
the crown would be consulted on the subject. In 
furtherance of this procedure, on the third of July 
a memorial was ad^uressed by her majesty to the 
king, ]>raying to be heard by her law officers before 
the privy council — which accordingW assembled at 
Whitehidl, for the purpose of hearmg counsel on 
both sides. 

Mr. Brougham contended for the queen's legal 
right to be crowned, evincing ipretit research, learn- 
ing, and ability, but resting his chief argument on 
the plea of long and uniform practice. Mr. Den- 
man strengthened Mr. Brougham's argument in "a 
very able and eloquent speech, which, together with 
that of his colleague, occupied the attention of ^e 
council during two sittings. 

On the ninth, the council again assembled, and 
the attorney-general argued against the claim pre- 
ferred by her majesty. He *' admitted that usage 
would be evidence of a right ; but if it could be 
shown that such usage had originated in the per- 
misnion of anodier party, there would be an end of 
that right. There was evident distinction between 
the c oronation of a king, and that of a queen. The 
former was_ accompanied by important politicij acts ; 
the recognition bv the people, and the engagement 
by the king to maintain the laws. The latter was a 
mere ceremony. But even the coronation of the 



king was sot necfessry to Us pnsswrfnu of \ 
crown ; that act emanated from MaBself ; and 
had the sole direction of the thae, nanmer, a 
nlaoe of its performance. The right a s wii i i o d ■■ 
nerent in the queen consoit, was not once 
to by any writer on the law and c oustiurti oa of Vfas 
country ; or by any of those who bad tre*tad of the 
privileges peculiar to the queen ceonort. With 
spect to osage, the oonnsd on the otiier aide 
admit, that nnce the reign of Henry tike ^kffliA 
minority of instances was against them ; there 
since that period seven instances of queens 
who had not been crowned; and only 
had." The solicitor-general followed ma 

ooUeasne nearly in the same line of ai|, 

and Air. Brougham having replied, the privy < 
cil a^oumed. 

The decision of the council, delivered at its 
meeting, on the tentli, was, that " as it appam 

them that the aueens consort of this reana stl 

of right entitled to be crowned at any time, her Ma- 
jesty the queen is not of ri|[ht entitled to be 
ed at the time specified m her — ^— ->- 
riaL" 
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Wren the queen, on the morning of tiid devenA 
of July, received through the medium of bear 
berlain, lord Hood, this decision of the privy 
cil, she instantly returned an answer m hei 
name to lord Sictanouth, stating to his lordship 
iixed determination of being present on the 
teenth, and therefore demanding that a 
place might be appointed for her." His 
m answer thereto, informed her majeaty, tbat 
was commanded by the king to refer her 
to the earl of liverpool's letter, in which 
had already stated '* that the king having 
mined tiiat the queen should form no part of tha 
ceremonial of his coronation, it was, therefiare, hm 
roval pleasure that the queen should not attend the 
said ceremony." Lord SidmovA fhrther atated, 
that it was not his mi^estjr's^ pleasure to comply 
with the application contained in her letter^ — 
Still persevering in her resolution, her majeety 
caused the following letter to be addreaacd to hta 
Grace of Norfolk, as earl Marshal : 

" My lord, — Her muesty has commanded me ta 
say, as it is her intention to be in Westminster Ab- 
bey on the nineteenth instant, during the oeremoBj 
of the coronation of the king, your grace is required 
to appoint persons to receive her m^jeety at the 
door of the Abbey, to conduct her to her seat. The 
hour her m^estv has named to be there is half^past 
eight o'clock. I have the honour to be, &c 

" Hood." 

" Brandenbnrgh House, July 15. 
" To his grace the duke of Norfolk." 

To this letter the duke of Norfolk replied, tkat 
having delegated his authority at the ensuing cere- 
mony to a deputy, (lord Howard of Effingham,) he 
had transmitted to him her nuQeety's letter, which 
he doubted not would receive immediate attention ; 
and on the next day the acting earl Marshal sent ta 
lord Hood the following reply to the qoeen'a appB- 
cation : 

" 0, Man*neld Street, July 16L 

" My lord,— The duke of Norfolk having transmit- 
ted to me, as appointed to do the duties m the olBce 
of earl Marshu of England at the cerenony of 
the approaching coronation, your lordahip's letter 
to his grace, of tiie fifteenth instant, I thought it 
incumbent on me to lay the same before viscount 
Sidmouth, the secretary of state for the home de- 
partment ; and have just learnt from fau lordship in 
replv, that having received a letter, daied the ele- 
veutn instant, from the queen, in which her m^eety 
was pleased to inform him of her intentioa to be 
present at the ceremony of the nineteenth, the d«y 
fixed for his m^esty's coronation, and to demand 
that a suitaUe place ehouM be appofaited for her 
majesty, he was commanded iiy tlie king to ac- 
quaint her mi^esty, that it was not his mijeaty'k 
Sleasure to comply with the application contained 
\ her migesty's letter ; I have accordingly to t«. 
quest that your lordship will make my bumble re- 
presentation to her^igestv of the impoasibiKty, un- 
der these drciimstances^of my having the boa4mr af 



iiuMr to he, nj Uml» 

*■ Yow lordtbip'* mMt o|>edi«at Inoable Mrraat, 

" HOWAKD or BrPINOHAM, 

« ActiDf AS «arl Ibnhal of Bnslaad.*' 
*• The LorA TifcountHood.'' 

Hermiiiooty next applied to the ardhbithop of 
Coatorbary m followo : — 

** Her u^otty commwuRateo to hit mee the 
archbishop of Canteihury, that aa hia Bki^eaty the 
ling has tnovght fit to rerose her being erowned at 
the same time with the king, the queen mast tmst 
tiuic there can be no Direction to her mi^jestr's re- 
«eiyinf tlMt right on the followioa week, whusttbe 
JUbhey still remains in a state of prepacatioa for 
the angnst ceremonv, withoat any additional ex- 
sense to the nation ; that her majesty does not wish it 
ikomaay desire of participating in the mere fonn and 
eenafeony of a ooronadon, but as a Just ri^ht, wluoh 
her migesty would not abandoo without domg a mani- 
fest iq|nry» not only to herself bat to Mature queens 
oonsorty to the British nation^ and to posterity. 

« Brmndemburgk Hmue, Jnlg \Uk» 

This notiicatioa was instantly repUed to by his 
Grace* 

** Lambeth Place; Julf Uth. 

" The archbishop of Canterbury has the honoar 
fo adunowledge with all httmiUtV) the receipt 
of her ■Milesty's communication. Her m^esty is 
mudonlitedly aware that the archliishop cannot stir 
a single step in the sutject matter of it without the 
oommands of the king." 

Thus repulsed in her Tarioos applications to the 
diffraent autlioritiea, which the queen was instigat- 
ed to make, lest her enemies might suppose her 
deArient in any of the legal means of securing a ro- 
eeptifm in Westminster Abliey pn the day of the 
king's coronation, suitable to ner high nmk and 
dignity, no otiber way ■uemed, open fbr her ma- 
jeety, but the pul>lieation of the following hi|^ 
spintedp and well>written protest, on tiie seren- 
teenth of July :— 

HER MAJESTY'S PROTEST AGAINST THE 
DECISION OP THE PRIVY COUNCIL RE- 
LATIYB TO HER .CORONATION. 

"CarolinkR. 

"To the king's most esceUent m^esty. 
''The protest and remonstranee of Caroline queen 
of Great Britain and Ireland. 
" Your nuQosty haring been pleased to refer to 
your priry council the queen's memorial, claiming 
ae of right to celebrate the ceremony of her ooro- 
natkni on ^le nineteenth of July, being tbe day ap- 
pointed for ttie celebration of your mi^esty's royal 
coronatioB, and Lord Yisoount Sidmouth, one of 
vour m^eety'li principal secretaries of state, har- 
Ing oommanicated to the qneen the Judgment pro- 
nouncing against hear mi[jesty's daim ; in order to 
preserre her Just rights, and those of hei( succes- 
sors, and to prerent the said minute being in after 
times refored to, as deriring yalidity from her ma- 
jesty's supposed acquiescence in thedetemdnation 
therein expressed, the qneen fscls it to be her 
boundeo duty to enter her most deliberate and so- 
protest against the said determination; 
to ^firm and malmtula , diat by tho laws, 
and customs of this malm, from time imm^ 
the qneen consort ought of r^kt to be 
crowned at the same time with ' 
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th^ daim 

supported, hare expressed a 

tion to such right. But the queen 



on the part of her m^lecty h 

Judgment m opposi' 



can place no 
eoa/ldence f m that Judgment, when she recoItfcCs 
that the frtnelpal hidlrHduals by whom it has been 
pronounced were formeriy her meeestfut de- 
fenders s that their opinions have varied viik tkHr 
interest, and that they hare since become the 
actire and powerful of her persecutors ! stfll 
can she ocmfide in it, when heir mi^esty calls to 
mind that tho leading m^nbers of that council, 
when in tho serrice of your miOesty'k royal ftuher, 
reported in the most solemn form, tfiat docmnenfs 
.reflecting upon her maifesty were satisfactorily dls- 
prored as to the most iiap<»tant parts, and ttiat tho 
roaaainder was undeserving of credit. Under tide 
declared conviction, diey strongly recommended to 
your majesty's royal fother to bestow his fiiTonr upon 
the queen, men princess of Wales, tiiongh in oppo- 
sition to your majesty's declared wishes. But when 
your mmesty had assu m ed the kingly newer, tkest 
same advisers, In another minute of council, re- 
canted their former Judgment, and referred to and 
adopted these very same docnmentR, as a Justifica- 
tion of one of your nugesty's harshest measures to- 
wards the qneen — the separation of her nu^esty 
from her aflectionate and only child. 

" The queen, like your mco^ty, des cended from 
a long race of kings, was the daagfater of a sore» 
reign house, connected by the ties of blood with tho 
most illustnous families m Europe, and her not un- 
equal aWaace with your nu^jesty was formed in ftill 
oonfldenco that the foith of^e Ung and the pooplo 
was equally pledged to secure to her all thoae hon- 
ours and rights which had been enjoyed by her 
nrval predecessors. In that alliance her nunesty 
beiiered that die exdianged the protection or her 
fomOy for tbet of a royal husband, and of a free 
and noble minded nation. From your majesty the 
qneen has experienced only the Utter disapcnint- 
ment of orery hope she had indulged. In the at- 
tadnaent of tne4iieople she has found that powerftil 
and decided protect£Din which has been her steady 
support and her uniUHng consolation. Submissioa 
from a subject to l^iuries of a prirate nature may 
be matter of expedienc^^lkom a wife it maT be 
matter of necessity— Anf never can ithetheautg 
of a queen to acquiesce in the tnMngememt of those 
Hghis a^ich belong fo her eonstUntional character. 

** The queen does therefore repeat her most so- 
lemn and deliberate protest against the decision of 
the sdd coundl. coi^ndering it only as the soqnd 
or persecution under Which her 



th the king's majesty. 
In support of ttis daim of right her amJesM law 
oOcers hare prorod before the said councu, from 
the most ancient and authentic records, that queens 
consort of this realm hanre, from time inunemorial, 
partkhpaled in the ceremonyof the coronaticm 
with their royal husbands. The few exceptions 
that occur demonstrate, fnm tho peculiar drcum- 
stances in which they originated, that tho right it- 
sdfwasnerer questkmed, though the cxerobe of 
St was from necesdty suqpNBnded, or from aaodTes of 
policy declined. " 

" Her BMtiesty has been taught to beliere that the 
most ralnable laws of this country depend upon, 
and derive thdr authority from custom ; that your 
majesty's royal prerogatiTte stand upon the same 
bans: theanthority of aadent usage cannot there- 
foBe be rqiectod without shaking that foundation 
VttD which the most important ri^ts and institO' 
BOBS of tho country depend. 

" Your majesty's coundl, boworor, without con- 
trororting any of tfM facts or reasons upon which 



of that course oi 

Josty has so long and so sererdy suffered, and 
which deddon, ff it b to furnish a precedent for 
future times, can hare no other effect, than to for- 
tMi oppression tpith the forms of late, and to give 
to iiqnstice the sanction of auttiority. The protec- 
tion of ttio nubject, tnm the highest to the lowesL 
is not only the true, but the only legitimate o1t|ect of 
all power ; and no act of power can be legitimate 
which is not founded on those prindples of eternal 
Justice, without which law is but the mask of tyran- 
ny, and power the instrument of despotlnn. 

" QneenFs House, Jule lUh." 

The publication of tUa protest )mmediatdy pro> 
coded ner majesty's endeavour to ddirer it person- 
ally inte the hands of the king on the day of his 
coronation, in which attempt her nujesty wholly 
foiled, as will be diown hereafter. 

The abore public ads of the queen, detailing her 
arowed and ued determination, under all haaards 
and drcomstances, to be present at the coronation, 
occasioned expectations, that the celebration of 
dmt august ceremonial would be inter ru p te d, if not 
prerented, by some infraction of the public peace : 
out these expectatlons^ere, highly to the honour 
and wisdom of die nation, wholly fusifted. 

Agreeably to the original intention, our historic 
career will temdnato with a detailed account, from 
the best sources of actud obaenration, and other- 
wise, of the p iute e diu gs of tibat erentfd day when 
the rdgnin g monwch was to be sedod as It were 
to his people, by sdemn inaiuuration, and faiTest- 
ment widi the cHmax of regafsway, manifcsted in 
file public act of placing tho imperid diadem of 
these realms on the brow of George tho fourth, 
where may it long remain I 

CEREMONIAL OF CORONATION. 

The day at length arrived, which had boon coo. 
temi^ted with so mnch faiterest by erory dass of 

SL 
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tlieooiaamiHy. Sixty yeva %»A elapMd ■fakoa a 
ooronatiim had taken puce in this kmgdovn ; and, 
lo addition to. tha charm of noTelty, many peculiar 
drctnnftancea combined to render die approaching 
ceremony one of the most interettins of the kind 
arer solemnised in England. AmbaMadon ex- 
traordinary had been de«patohed firom all the MiTe- 
reigns of Europe to be preaent at the coronation 
of £ing George die fourth. France waa n*preeeat- 
ed by the duLe of Grammont ; Ao«txia, by prince 
Kicbolat Esterhazy ; Piuuia, by the prince of 
Hatdeldt ; Buaaia, by cbant Stackelberg ; and 
Spain, by the marquis of Santa Cros ; and, in ad- 
duion to these noble representativea of oar aUiea, 
and their feveral splendid tuUes ; a yast namber 
of dittingoished fSoreigneia from ▼ariens parts of 
Europe, had anired in the metropolis, for the eir 
proM purpose of witnessii^ thia anguet and mag- 
iiiiioent- solemnity. 

On the nrecedmg evening, the eighteenth Jaly, 
flie king slept at the bouse of the speaker of the 
lumse M commooa, in palace yard, where he waa 
narded during the ni^t by the lord great charn- 
Iwtrlafa, and the usher of the Uack rod. On the 
morning of tiie nineteenth, at seven o'olodk, the 
lord great chamberlaiu carried to the king hie shirt 
and apparel, and with the lord chamberlain of the 
ImoflMiold, dressed his mi^esty. Breakfiast waa 
Aen serred ; after which his majeaty proceeded 
to the cbaaaber, near the south entrance into 
Westminster-hall, prepared for hia reception. 

The interior of tfcie hall waa fitted np m a style of 
great and aplendid magniftoence for the occaakm, 
and at a rery early hour several hundreda of apeo* 
tatora, who had been favoured with admiaaion, oe> 
eopied the variona placea aaaigned to them. Hm 
•idiBa of the upper end of the hall, indndiag the 
boKaa for tiie foreign miniatera and the royal ninii- 
ly, were hung with acarlet doth, richly edged with 
gmd. The tmnme waa aioat anmntnooaly adorned 
with crimson and gold ; aa waa tne canopied dia> 
periea over it, with the royal avma in embroidery. 
Before the throne waa a lairga aquare table, cover* 
ed with parjde, having a rim of gold, and aa inte- 
rior aqnare T«t»ni<i«ng ^ the aame dasaiption,aboat 
two feet Arom the edge. The platform on which 
the throne waa placed, and tiie atepa muacdiatoly 
deacending firom it, were covered with brown car- 
petfaAg ; and two other deacendina flight of stem, 
aa w^ aa the handaome doable ^aSra placed for 
file peera by the aide of Oie tablea, and the cover- 
tejK of ti&e raOuun in the fronts of the seats, wao of 
Horone cloth. The middle of the door of tfie^hall, 
from the throne to the north gate, was overlaid with 
Uae cloth, and the remaining parts were matted, 
tbe aide Ublea were covered with green cloth ; and 
aa OB each aide the galleriea reached nearly to the 
tap of the wfaidowa in the waQ, only the imper 
aivhea of flioae windowa and the noble roof of the 
old fsJiric H^peared, except at each end, the npper 
one more palrtioalarlv, wnere the aedate connten- 
ancea of the Saxon unga, newly deoorated, were 
exhibited :. the light, which •waa only admitted ikom 
the roof windowa, and tiboae in each end, thoagh 
aobei^ waa good on the whole : and aa early aa half- 
paat five, the appearance of ttie hall atodded witfi 
gitrapea of gentlemen penaionera, and variona 
other atfcendanta, in Ihiar fantaatic and antique 
coatamea, with, the ofllcera of tibe guarda and 
othera in military attire^— and above ail, the 

Ktly dreaaed women who bei 
, waa altogether auperb. 
At the early hoar, a Quarter before aix oVloek, 
her royal higuneaa the autcheaa of Glouceater ar- 
rived in the hall, and took her aeat in the royal 
box ; being aoon uterwarda joined by her rvyal aia- 
ter-in-Iaw the dntcheaa of Cubence. 

About halfpaat aeven. bet royal highneaa the 
dntcheaa of Kent, the princeaa Sophia of Gloucea- 
ter, and the pihwjeaa Veodore. (daaghter of the 
dntcheaa of Kent,) likewiae took ttieir aeata in the 
royal box. The attendanta on the earj-marahal had 
began to aaaamble, and attracted notice by their 
dark dresaea, with white aaahea, atockinga, ahoeo 
with large roaettea, and queen Euiabeth rnfb, with 
gflt atavea tipped widi black. The prince and prin- 
Baterhaiy, and the reat of Uie fiveign ambaa- 
with a number of foreignera of diatinction, 
their box about the aame time : and the 
haB, which waa a p aed Uy flBed by the arrival of 
peera and ptereaaea^ now weaented a apectade 
bftHaat and impoaing. The box 9f the foreign 
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agBihaaaaa»nandQialraa|ta.«aaparlicn&ily _ 
did, on account of the peculiar richneaa and mrieiy 
of me fondgn nnifonna ) decorated wi& a praAnioB 
of orders, and brilliant paraphernalia, alfcidinge^ 
dmena of the cwatmne of every coontrr in anatf 

I the daioding mflffnry gvb 
of Praasia or France, to the plain 



with GreaaBiritain, from the dasding i 

B plain dun 
dark beard of the nephew Off the Peraian 
dor, who, in light or anch rdalionahip, claimed to 
be aeated with the ministers of foreign coorts. 
after seven, an attendant habited in the 
Henri Qoatre, laid on the table near the 
eight macea, to be borne in the course ef 
ceasion. The herb-women aooa after amteced 
ball tmm the aonth end, the prlneipal 
Pellowa, led by a gentleman, and the 
ladiea, her aaaiatanto, followed two and two, and 
traveraing the hall wore aeated at the north en- 
trance ; they were elegantly dreoaed ha whiie 
taatefaOy deoorated with floweia, aa waa ttair 
hair-«nd their chief wore white aatin, wish dtead- 
ditionef a acarlet mantip ; three large baaketo filled 
wirh flowera were provided, to be borne by 

The borona of the dnqne perto 
tiaing the carrying the canopy they were 
over the kfiag wiiing the procesaion. llila canopy 
waa yeUow, of silk and gold embroidery, widi car- 
tahia ef mnalin and tiaaue, npheld by ateel nda, 
suxmonnted by silver balk, and with the aplewdid 
dresaea of the aapporting barons, which c 
of large cfoaka of garter bine aatin. with 
arma of acarlet, and atockinga of dead red, 
ed a asngulaily aniqne appearance. 

The queen aboat thia tune, faitfalnl to her 
arrived at the outer gatea of the hall, and ' 
ed admiaaion, riaimiiig her right of being 
at the coronation. . Her majeaty had set 
her honae in South Audley-etree^ in her atnte 
dage, drawn by aix beantif nl bay henea» degantfy 
caparisoned, and ac co mpanied by lady B 
lady Ana Hamflton, fallewed by another 
containing lord Hood and the Hon. Keppel Ccnvcs, 
and proceeiUng through the parka, to deanVyaid. 
die alighted from her carriage,' in expectation or 
being auowed to enter ; but waa refoaed at two dif- 
ferent doora of entrance. Her majeoty ^en jmo- 
ceeded towards poefs comer \vaA again alighting 
from her caniage in old palace yard»ahe aongfat 
admittance at two temporary dooca, vriud 
everaW«re ahnt at her nuoeaty'a approach, 
of the people then pointed out the opening 
platform, wiiich her nuijeaty jmrnediatw^y aaa 
and walking from thence to old palace yard, 
ed firat the paaaage to Cotton garden, and 
quently along the coveaed way I 
At thia laat door lord Hood, who 

3aeen, deaired adnnaalon for her 
oor»koepera drew aereaa the 
qneated to aee the ticketo. Lord Hoed 
*' 1 preaent yon yonr queen, amely it la not ni 
aary for her to have a ticket." One of the 
anta replied* tiiat he did not know the qeeen ; 
poaitiveky forbade her mafteaty Ikom entering wtth- 
ont a ticket^ and one of the poor knighto ef 
aor came op and aaid, there waa no plaae for 
m^eaty. Lord Hoed had a tfokat which 
doced, but waa informed it would only admit 
person. Finding every eflbrt to gain i 
effactual, her aa^eiMy retnmed to her 
proceeded through WhitehnU, PaBwiaM, SC . 
atreet, and PloeadHly, to her honae, attended by aft 
tnttnenae conoenrae of people, who by their contl- 
nned cheera atroagly evaaced thmr foeHnga ha 
favour of her mai ee tj . 

On her ma^eaty*a arriival a* honae, ehe immailafn 
ly tranandtted threogh the medinm of lard 8i«> 
uoodi, the following letter to the king : 

"JuJUT 10.— >* The queen regneato that hie aa^Loty 
would benleaaed to give an early«nawer to the de- 
mand which the qneen faaa made to the 
of Canterbery, to be miiwn edthe following^ 
wbliing to mcreaae avy new expenee to the vmr 
tion. The qoeen meat traat, that after the peblle 
inault her wMQeaty haa reeeii 
king wilLgrant her inat right to be crowned ea 
Monday ; and that hk -mltleaty will 
archbiabop of Canteibory to fnlfil tl 
ticular deaire, to conlbr iqpon ^er that 
auguat cereatrany. 

"The qneen alao coammnloataa to 
that dunng the king'a altaanoe in Ireland^ her 
Jeaty iatenda viaitiag. Rdinhanh.* 
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TM» reoehvd lord Sidmontll'* teply as wider : 

JulySO, lifil . 

*■ Vftdam,— I hare to a^B«wledge the vecvipt of 
a letter from your ni^^ty, enoloiiiigoiie addreased 
to his tnajesty the king, wldoh I hare liad the hoii« 
our of laying before las majesty ; and I am com- 
tmnided to acquaint yoor majesty, that the 
privy conncil, to which your majesty's petition was 
refetred at yonr request^ having decided, after so- 
lemn argnmeot, that the qaeens consOTt of tiiiis 
realm are not entitled as of right to be crowned at 
any tiine, the king does not think proper to giro 
any orders for the coronation of 3roar msjesty. I 
haTe the honour to be, wiih the highest respect, 
yonr mqestyVmost obedient hnmhle senrant, 

(Signed) «* SIDMOUTH." 

Doring the inrerral that these transactions were 
taking place without the hall, cbnaiderable anxiety 
was manifested within. An apprehension prevail- 
ing of the tamnh and omfosion which might hare 
resnltedy and was fUIy expected by many as the se- 
quence of this very extraordina^ proceeding of the 
qooen ; nor is it to be wondered at, that snchTeeling 
was entertained by the illnstiioas assemblase, whose 
oars were loodly assailed by the uproar of mingled 
applause and disapprobation, which Che appear- 
alioe of her majesty exdted. Happily, howevef, 
this was speedily at an end, without any disastroos 
consequences ; and the attention of all both within 
and around the hall was again occupied with an in* 
tense expectation of tlie commencement of the 
tfplendid ceremonials of the day. 

When eight o'clock arrired, most of the persons 
entitled to walk in the procession were assembled 
•n their respectiTe places ; and the heralds com' 
loenced arranging the order of piocessian from the 
ball. Thefe preparatious occupied the thne till 
about twenty minutes before ten o'clock, when the 
principal officers of the household withdrew, to 
wait upon the Ung^ and all eyes were anxiously 
turned towards tbe throne. At ten o'clock, the 
duke of Wellington entered the platform from be- 
hind the throne, and annoimced the approach of 
his majesty. Lord Gwydir entered immediately 
after ; and the king then appeared, his train sup- 
ported by eight sons of noblenken ; it was of crim- 
son relvet, adorned with large golden stars, and a 
broad golden border, of the most costly description. 

At this instant, the whole company in the hall 
rose, as his majesty stepped into the throne, and 
thcrfuH band in the gothic orchestra performed the 
national air of ** God saro the kinc/^ Uh majesty 
was habited in frill robes of creat aae and richness ; 
and won a Uack hat of Spanish shape, with a 
spreading assemblage of white ostrich feathers, 
which encircled the rim, and was surmoonted by a 
heron*s plume. The king had his hair in thick frill- 
ing ciu-Is over his forehead, and it fell behind his 
head in a similar shape. His majesty having taken 
his seat on the throne, bowed with great affability 
to the peers, who stood on each side ; and the cere- 
mony of the delivery of die ancient regalia, by the 
dean and prebendaries of Westn^inster then conw 
menced in usual form. 

An the regalia being deposited with great cere- 
mony by the appointed persons, on the superb ta* 
ble before the throne, and the dean and prebendap 
ries having retired, the king commanded the depvr 
ty- garter to simmion the noblemen and bishops who 
were to bear the regalia in the procession, and the 
deputy lord great chamberlain accordingly placed 
them in the nands of the following distinguished 
persons:— 

1. St. Edward's staff: marquis of Salisbury. 
8. The spurs : lord Calthorpe, as d^nty to the ba- 
roness Grey de Rutnen. 
S. The sceptre with the cross : marquis WeDesley. 

4. The pointed sword of Justice : ean of Galloway. 
A* The oointed sword of spiritnal Justice : duke of 

Korthumberlaad. 

.d. Car t ana: or sword of Mercy : duke of New- 
castle. 

7. The s^ord of state : duke of Dorset. 

5. The sceptre with the dove : duke of Rutland. 
0. The orb : duke of Devonshire. 

lb. St. £dwa^d's crown : marquis of Anglceea, as 

lord high steward. 
II. .The platine ; bishop of Gloucester. 
IS. The chalice : bishop of Chester. 
13. The bible : bishop of Ely. 

T^o Mshope were then MnnimMMd by the deputy- 
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garter to oAclate as supporters to bis majesty ; they 
ascended the steps and placed themselves on each 
side of the king. 

At eleven o'clock the ptnoesrion set out fr^am 
Westminster-hall to die Abbey, In the following or- 
der r— die anthem of ** O Lord, grant the king along 
life," being sung in parts, in succession with his ma- 
jesty's band playing, the sounding of trumpets, and 
beating of drums, until the arrival in the Abbey. 

ORDER OF THE PROCESSION. 

The kfaag's heib-woman, with her six maids, strew- 
ing the way with herbs. 
Messenger of the college of Arms, In a scariet doak, 
with the arms of the college embroidered on 
the left shoulder. 
The dean's beadle of Westminster, with his staff, in 

a scarlet cloak. 
Two housdiold ftfers, with die banners of velvet, 
fringed with gold, and Ikve household drummers 
in royal livery, drum colours of crimson velvet, 
laid and fringed with gold. 
The drum-uuQor, in a rich livery, and in a crimson 

scarf, fringed with gold. 
Eight trumpeters, in riCh liveries, banners of crini* 
son damask, endiroidered and fringed with gold 
to the silver trumpets. 
Kettle drums, drum covers of crimson damaA, em- 
broidered and fringed with gold. 
EUht trumpeters, in Uvones as before. 
Sergeant trumpeter, with his mace. 
Hie knl{^ marshal, attended by his officers. 
The six derks in chancery. 
The king's chaplains, having dignities. 

Tne sheriiis of London. 

The aldermen and recorder of London. 

Masters in chanoery. 

The king's sergeantB at law. 

Ilie king's ancient sergeant. 

The king's solicitor-general— The kingt attorney 

general. 

Gentleinen of the privy chamber. 

Sergeant of the vestry of the chapel royal^erseant 

porter. 
Children of the choir of Westminster in surplices. 
Children of the chapel-royal in sori^ices, with scar- 
let mantlea over them. 
Choir of Westminster in surpUcei. 
Gentlemen of the chapel royal, in scarlet '"**»**ifff 
Sttlvdean of the chapd royal, in a scarlet gown. 
Prebendaries «of Westminster, in surplices, with 

copes. 
The dean of Westminster, in a swplice, and lidk 

cope. 
Pursuivants of Scotland and Ireland in their **'*ft'fg 

Ris majesty's hand. 
Officers attendant on the knights commanders af 
the Bath, in their mandes, chains, and badges*" 
Knights commanders of the Bath, not Peers. * 
Officers of the order of the Bath, in their mantles, 

chains, and badges. 

Knights grand crosses of the Bath (not Peers) In 

the foil habit of their order, capo in their hamu. 

A pursuivant at arms, in his tabtfd. 

Basons or the exchequer, and justices of bodi 

benches. 
Hie lord chief harm The lord cUef justice of 

of the exdiequer. the common pleas. 

The vice chancellor. The master of the rolls. 

The loid chief justice of the court of king'a bench. 

The clerics of the conndl in ordlnvy. 

Privy eounsellors, not Peers. 

Registrar of the order of the Garter. 

Knights of the Garter, not Peers, in the fuB haMt 

fnd collar of the order, caps in their hands. 

His majesty'a vice cnamberiain. 

Comptroller of his . Treasurer of his m^esty's 

miijesty's household, bearing the cma- 

household. son bar, with the medals. 

A pursuivant at arms In Us tabard. 

Heralds of Scotland and Irelaaf in their tabards, 

and oollan of 8. 8. 

•Hie standard of Hanover home by the eari of Mayo. 

Barons, in their robes of estate, of czhnson relvet, 

dieir coronets fai their hands. 

A herald in Ms tabard and collar of 8. 8. 

The standard of Ire* The standard of Scotland, 

land, borne by borne by the 

Lord Beresford. Eari of Lauderdale. 

Hie bishops of England and Ireland, In their rook 

ets, with their caps ia their aands. 
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Two henUt, ia (heir Uikords and oollara of S. S. 
Vinoounti, la their robM of eaCat0» tfieir coroneto in 

theii* hands. 
Two beitMfly la tiieir tabudi and colljin of S. S. 
Tb« staadacd of fiofland, borne by Lord Hill. - 
Karl«, in thoir tobes of cotato, their coronets in 

their hand*. 

Two heralds, in their tabards, and coOars of S. 8. 

.The Union standard, borne by Earl Haroourt. 

Marqnisses, in their robes of estate, their coronets 

in tiieir haodi. 

The lord chamberlain of his majesty's household, in 

. his robes of estate, his coronet in his ttaad, at* 

tended by an officer of the jewel office, in a 

scailet mantle, with a crown embroidered on 

his left should^, bearing a cvshioa, on which 

were placed the rnby ring* and the sword to bo 

, girt abont the king. 

Hie lord steward of his migestyls honsehold, ia his 

rebes of estate, his coronet in his hand. 
The Royal standard, borne by the Earl of Har- 

Hngton. 
Kingofarmsof die Gloucester Ung* Hanorerking 



of arms, 
in his tabard, 

crown 
in his hand. 



Ionian order of 
St. Michael and 

St George, in 
his tabard, crown 

In his liand. 
Dnkes, fai their robes of estate, 

their hands. 

Clarenceox king 

of Arms, 

in his tabard, 

CI own in liis 

hand. 



of 
ia his taband, 

crown 
in his ba*yd- 



thelr coronets ia 



Ulster 

Arms, 

In his tabard, 

crown in his 

hand. 

The lord priry seal, in 

his robes or estate, 

coronet in his hand. 



Norroy king of 

Arms, 
in his tabard, 
crown in his 
hand. 
The lord president of the 
councu, in his robes 

of estate, 
coronet in his hand. 
Archbishop of Ireland. 
Archbishop of York, ia his rochet, cap in his hand. 
The lord high diancellor, in his robes of estate, with 
his coronet in his hand, bearing his pnrse, and 
attended bjr his purse-bearer, 
no lord Archbishop of Canterbury, in his rochet, 
cap in his hand. 
Two sergeants at Arms. 
Tek Rkgaua. 
St.Edward's staff. Hie gold spurs, Thesce^tre,with 



home by the 

Marquis 
of SaUsbnry. 



borne by 
Lord 
Calthorpe. 



The diird sword, 

borne by tho 

JEarlof 

Galloway. 



the cross^borae 
by the 
Marquis 
Wellesley. 
Tbe second sword, 
borne by tho 
Duke of 
Northumberland. 



Curtana, 
borne by the 

Duke of 
Newcastle. 
Two sergeants at Arms. 
Usher of the green rod. Usher of the white rod. 
The lord The Garter, Gentleman 

mayor lordlyon principal king usher 
' of London, of of Arms, of tho 

la his gown, Scotland, in in his Uack rod, 
<sollar^and his tabard, tabard. bearing 

Jewel, beai^ carrying his bearing his his 

lag the I crown crown rod. 

city mace, and sceptre, and sceptre. 
The deputy lord great chamberlain of BoB^and, In 
his robes of estate, his coronet and white staff 
In his hand. 
His royal highness prince Leopold, in the full habit 
orthe order of the garter, carrying ia his right 
hand his baton, as field-marshal, and in his bft 
his cap and feather ; his train borne by a page. 
Uis royal highness the duke of Gloucester, in ms 
robes of estate, carnfing in his right hand his 
baton, as field-marshal, and his coronet A his 
left ; his train borne by a page. 
Uis royal highness the duke of Cambridge, in his 
robes oiestate, carrying in his right hand his 
baton, as field-marshal, and his coronet in his 
left hand ; his train twme by a page. 
His royal highness tlie duke of Sussex, in his robes 
of estate, with his coronet in his hand ; his train 
borne by a page. 
His royal highness the dnke of Chirence, in his 
robes of estate, with his coronet ia his head ; 
Us train borne by a page. 
Uis royal highness tho duke of York* in his robes 
«»f Mtate, carrying in his right hand his baton, 
as field-marslial, and his coronet ia his left, aad 
his train borne by a page. 



The high constable of 

Ireland, 

la his robes, his ooroneC 

Id liis hand, 

with hb staff. 



T3ieUdi«aM< 
Scodand, 
ia hia rabea, his 
ia his 
with his 



The deputy 
earl 
marshal, 

with 
his staff. 



Two sergeants at Arms. 
The lord 
. The sword 
of state, 
borne 
by the 
duke of Dorset. 



hSgh 
hie of Eaglsnd, in bi» 
robes, his oereact ia 
hb hand. viiK hia 
staff. 



hy» 



ton of fidd^iaexslii^. 



Two aergeaatsat 



The sceptre 
with the 

dore, carried 

bvthe 

duke of 

Ratiacd. 



St- Edward's 

crown, 

carried by 

the lord 

high steward, 

ia his robes. 



the 
dokeof 
Deroa- 



THE KXSQ 

In lb* rqyal Mba* 
wMfiaK • cap of 



Supporter, 

Ushop of 

Oxford, 

ibr the lord 

bishop of 
Bath&WeBs. 



«iUi>»w«h.. 

• caBonj flc cloUi 

dzlMcn banot at 
tib* dmqut portib 
Hl>n»laitratnla» 
IgSAt al. 

d* to'*S 
rflAbarabai, 
and feUowd bj 
the ■rada afOM 




II 

f 

I? 

I 

Supporter, ^ 
lord 3 

bishepoT Ze. 

linrohi, r| 
for the lord |3 

Irishop of g- 



Captain of the 

yeomeaof 

me guard, in 

Ids robes of 

estate, 

coronet in his 

hand. 



Gold stick of 

the life guards, 

in waiting, in 

his robes, 
coronet in his 
hand. 



Captain ef 
bead of 
gentlemen pea* 

sioners. in hb 

nri>es of estate, 

coronet ia 
hand. 



Lords of the king's bed-cliamher. 

The keeper pf his majesty's priry parse. 

Grooms of the king's bed-chamber. 

Equerries and pages of honour. 

Aides^e-camp. 

Gentlemen nshers. 

Physicians, surgeons, apothecaries. $ 

The prirate solidtors to his m^est^. 

Ensign of the yeomen of tlie guard— Liculcaaat 

of tile yeomea of the guard. 

His majesty's pages, in full state Hreries. 

His majesty's footmen, in full state liveries. 

Exons of the Yeomen of the Bxons of the 

yeomen guard. yeomen 

of the guard. of the guard. 

Gentleman harbinger, of the band of geatkwea 

pensioners. 

Clerk of fhe cheque, Claik of the ^heqao;, 

to the yeomen to the gentlemca 

of the guard. p 

Yeemen of the guard. 



The processional part of tiiis cereBsoay 
formed of male characters alone, gave it the 
I>earance of an ancient triumph, rather than a fsis- 
tiral ; it wanted nothing but an admixture of foi 
dresses to make it complete. 

On arriving at the abbey, the herii-woBUui 
her triimtary maids, with th6 sergeant porter, 
mained at tiie entrance within the great west do 
the drums and trumpets filed off to their gaflery 
over tiie entrance door. The choirs of the <diiapel 
royal and Westminster immediately 
with his mi^ty's band, to the organ giH«« j • 
on bds majostv's entering the abbey the chouns 
menecd singfaig the anUiem seleeied for the 
siott. 

The peers aad peereases at tibe same time 

tiioir piacea to the right and left of the coronatioa 
chair. Tho prebendaries aad dean of Waatmia- 
ster filed off to the left about the middle of theaave, 
and there awaited the king's coming Into the 
church ; when thev again feU into the prnineaiou 
next before the king at arms, who preceded the 
great oflicers. That part of the prooessioa which 
preceded the kaigbis rommandeia of the httlb. 
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kfiiglili mad ti iiiM of fbe nld ordw, and tbeir 
•Acan, ue clorita vf tlw priry eouBdl In ordioary, 
the priry oo«wdlon/ the nglster of tke garter, 
vioe chamberiaiDy comptroller and treasurer of hi* 
■Mijeaty'a booaehold, and peers, wore then condoct- 
cd aeverally to their reata by tbo oflicer of amw. 

The proheodaries of Westmiaster went to their 
plaoea near the altar. The aergcanta at anna took 
pf«tnear the theatre. The atandardi were delirer. 
ed by ttie bearers of them to pages at the entranee 
of tiM choir, and resnmed and borne in the return 
from the abbey. The princes of the blood royal 
were eondncted to their seats as peers. The prioce 
Leopold to his royal box. The barons of tiie dnqne 
ports boating tiie eanopy, and the centlemen pen- 
sioners reauHned at the entnmoo of the choir dni^ 
Ingthe ceremony. 

The king ascending the theatre, pavaed on the 
south side of the throno to his chair of state, on the 
east side thereof, opposite to the altar, and after 
his prtrate derotion, (kneeling down on the faUU 
•tool,) took his seat, the two bishops his support* 
ers, standiag on ench side, tlie nobleiMn bearing 
tlw four swords on his right hand, tho deputy lord 

Ewt chamberlain, and ttie lord high constable on 
left ; the great officers of state, the deputy earl 



W9 



the dean of Westminster, the noblemen 
hearing the regalia, train bearers, with deputy gar 
ter, the lord Won of Sootland, the lord mayor of 
London, and tbeldack rod standing about the king's 
chair. The spectacle at this period in tho abbey 
was porhaps one of the most magnifieent, as well 
as the most interesting that erer had been display- 
ed since the oonstin m h m of its ancient walv ; a 
scene of sparkling splendour, with Jewels, wavuig 
•mUk feathered plumes, and enriched with rdret, 
ermine, and erery gorgeous embellishment that 
taste could deriso or wealth proeore. 
. As soon as the anthem was conduded, the hnd 
archbishop of Canteri>nry. together with the lord 
c h a n ce l lor, ttio deputy lord great diamberlain, the 
lord high constebfe sjtd deputy eari marshal, pre- 
ceded by the deputy garter, mored to the east side 
of the theatre where the arehUahop made the re- 
cognition, and repeated the same at the aouth, west, 
and north sides of the theatre ; during this part of 
tho ceremony his nutfesty continued standing, and 
turned towards the people on the side on whfohthe 
recognition was made m the usual Ibnn, *' I here 

Svesent to you king George the fourth, tbm un- 
oubted king of this realm ; wherefore all you are 
eouM this day to do your homage, are you willing 
to do the same t**— the people remjinm to this de- 
mand with load and repeateu acclamadona of 
" God sure king George the fourth" and at the 
last recognition the trumpets sounded and the 
drone beat in unison. 

His majesty was thou seated ; and tho bible, the 
chalice, and the patine, were placed upon the altar 
by the bishops who had bome them in the pro- 
cession. 

The next of ttiese august oeremoniak was the of- 
lisring, A rich doth of gold being spread, and a 
cushion placed at the altar, the king, attended by 
tile two bishops, his'snnporters, the dean of West* 
ntester, and the noblemen bearing the regalia 
IMssed to the altar, where, uncovered and kneel- 
ing, his m^esty made his forst offering oi a nail, or 
altar cloth of masuTO cold tissue: it was delivered 
hv tfM lord diamberlam to the deputy lord great 
chamberlain, and by his lordship to the king, who 
deUTored it to the archbishop of Canteri>ury, by 
whom it was placed on the altar. The treaxurer 
of the household then deUrered an ingot of gnid, of 
one pound weight, being tfie second offeriog, to the 
deputy lord great chamberlain, who having jire- 
aentea the same to the king, his m^esty dchvered 
It to the archbishop, to be by him put into the ob- 
lation basin. The prayer ** O God that dwellest in 
'the high and holy place,'* was then said by the 
archUmip, at the conclusion of which the king 
rose, and was condu ct ed to his chair of state on the 
south side of the area. The regalia, except the 
swords, were delivered by tiie several noblemen 
who bore them to die archbishop, and by his graoe 
to the dean of Westminster to he laid on the utar : 
the noblemen then returned to their' places. 

Vbe litany was then read by the bishops of Ox- 
ford and St. Afapb, vested in copes, and kneeling at 
m faldstool above the stops of the theatre on the 
middle of the cast side thereof. After which was 
reed the bcgiaaing of the communion lerrico, and 



then the arehblsbop of ToA preaohcd i 
tnok the followhig text, f Baon. chap. xxfiL 3,4. 
"The God of Israel said, the Bock of Israel speke 
to me. He diat ruleth oter men must be just, ruling 
in the fear of God ; and he shall be as the light of 
the morning when the sun risedi, even a morning 
without clouds, as the tender grass springing out oi 
lite earth by clear shining after ratu." 

Tbo sermon being ooneluded, the archhiahop of 
Canterbury adranerd to the king for the pnrpese 
of administering die coronadon cmfh. TUm Ung 
roae fttim his chair of state, and attended by hie 
supporters and the deputy lord great chambenain 
proceeded uncovered to die altar, where, kneettng 
upon the cushion laid upon the steps, and pladng 
his hand upon the holy gospels, his audesty took 
the oath. The lord ohaaidMrlain of the household 
then holding s silver standish for the purpose, "hie 
majesty alBxod his sign niennal to the oath. Hw 
Unit then returned again to his chahr, and the M» 
lou^ng hymn was sung, the archbishop repeadaa the 
first line, " Come, hofy Ghost, our souls inspire.* 

Upon the contusion of the hymn, the prayer 
preparatory to the anofaidug, « O Lord, Holy IV 
ther, who by anointing with oO, didst of old, make 
and oonsecrato kings, priests, and prophets," dtc 
After which prayer, the chours sang the anthem, 
" Zadock the prioat," &«. 

During .die performance of diis anthem, the king 
was disrobed of his c ri mson robes, by the deputy 
great lord chamberlain, who handed them to tbo 
master of the robes ; and his majesty taking off his 
cap of state, the lord great chambenain delivered 
the seme to dte lord ^emberlein ; and the robes 
and cap were iannediat^ carried inte St. Edward^ 
chapel ; the robes by the groom of the robes ; and 
the cap by the officer of the jewel-offioe. St. Ed- 
ward's chair, covered with cloth of gold, having 
heen placed in front of the altar, his majesty took 
his seat therein to be anointed ; when four kniafate 
of the garter, summoned by deputy-garter, held 
over the king's head a rich pan or doth of gold, de- 
livered to them by the lord chamberlain, and tlie 
dean of Westminster holding the ampuDa, contain- 
ing the consecrated ofl ; and pouting some iv to the 
anointing spoon, tho archbishop anointed his ma- 
jesty on tho heed and hands fai the form of a eross, 
nrenouncing the words, ** Be thy head anointed," 
&c. " Be thy hands anobited," oc. The king then 
kneeling, the archbishop standing on the north side 
of the altar, pronounced die henedicdon. The 
knights of the nirter ddivered the paU to the laed 
chamberlain. The king then arose and sat down 
in tho chair, and die dean having ftrst dried ail the 
places anointed, except the head and hands, with 
cotton wocd, dosed the openings in the garmente. 
Then a coif of lawn was delivered by the lord great 
chamberlain to tho archbishop, and by him plaoed 
on the king's head, and linen glove* wero put on trie 
hands ; meantime a short anthem was sung by the 
choirs. 

The dean of Westminster now received fk«m the 
officers of the wardrobe, a snpertunica of doth ef 
gold, a girdle of the same for the sword, with 
which he arrayed the king. The dean next took 
the gold spurs from the altar, and delivered them 
to the deputy lord great chamberlain, who kneeUng 
down, touched his m^esty'a heel therewith, and 
returned them to the domi, by wlioi» they were 
laid upon the altar. 

Tho nobleman who earried the sword of state, 
now delivered it to the lord chamberlain, and in re- 
turn received another sword in a scabbard of purple 
velvet, which his fordship delivered to the arrh- 
biahop, who laid it on die altsr, and said die prayer 
— ** Hear our prayers, O Lord, we beseech diee, and 
so direct and support thy servant, king George, 
who is kow to he girt widi die sword-"— Tlie arch- 
bishop then, assisted by other bishops, delivnred 
the sword taito die king's right hand, sayhiih-^ Re- 
member this kin^y sword," Ae. His nuiJesty then 
stendtog up, the deputy kwd great chambcrlahi 
girded his nuiicsty with the sword. The king be- 
&g again seated, the archUshop repeated, « Re- 
member Um of whom," *e. 

The king dien rose, ungiidfed the swoid, and 
went to tho altar, where he olfored it in the scah- 
bard to tho archbldtep, and then returned to Ue 
diair. The sword was dien redeemed for a hun- 
dnd sUBings by the nobleman who drst received 
it; and ipho carried it durbig die remahuler of the 
solemnity. 
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The kiag again •tai*dint, waa next inToatad Vith 
liio impanal mantlo, a dali&Atie roba of doth of 
fH, aAd -with Uie amU ; tha archbialiop pro- 
novadBK Cha eKhartatlon : — ** ReceiTa thto armil, 
m» a tokaa of tha dirina mercy embracing yon oa 
avary •ida." The kiog Chaa eat down, and the aroh- 
biah^ having racairad the orb from tha deau, de- 
livered it iata the king's right hand, Mying— **!!€- 
laeira thia imperial orb/' *c. 

Tha lord chamberlain next daliTered ttia raby 
ring to the archbishop, which his grace pat on the 
|!»arth Anger of tlie ling's right hand; the arch- 
bishop saying— " Baceiva this ring." The dean 
Aen bvoaght from the altar the sceptre with the 
crasa, and that with the dare, and delirerad tlMm 
ta die an^bishap. The lard of the manor of 
Wacfcsap presented bla majesty widi a pair of 
l^ovaa embroidered with the anna ci Howard, 
which Ida majesty pat an. The arehlrfabop then 
delivared the aceptre with the croas into tiie king's 
rii^thaad, saying'—^' Rooeire the royal aceptre,* 
fto. ; and tha sceptre with the dare into hu left 
hand, saying—'* Raceire therod of equity ," te. The 
awhMshop standing before the altar, and having 
St. Edward's crown before Imn, took the same into 
hit hands, and biassed it with tha prayer, " O God, 
wlm erawnest thy faithful servants with m^rcy," 
Ac. Then tfie archbishop came from die altar, and- 
tha dean of Waatmlnstsr carryinf tha crown, tha 
archbishop ptecad it apon his m^esty^ head. At 
that aaomeot tha trampets aonndad; cannon were 
Ared withoat, and three cheers ware given by tlie 
Hpactafears. 

na anthem, "Tha king shall i^qfoiee in his 
atrangth," was dian song. As soon as the crown 
was apon has unity's head, tlie pears pot on their 
oaronafes, and the buhops their caps. 

The dean of Westminster taking the holy btUe 
from tha altar, delivered it to the archbialiop, who, 
attended l>y the rest of tha bishops, presented it to 
the king, saying—" Onr gracious king," Ac. The 
king retomed the liible to tha archbishop, to be by 
him replaced on the altar. 

Tha arclibisliop then pronoanced fbe hanedic- 
tidBs, and the bisliopa and pt«rs answered endb be- 
nediction with a loud " amea." The king than 
ki ss e d tha archbishop ^nd hiahaps, who knelt befaro 
him. Te Dtum was song, danng which the king 
renoTed to the chair on whidb ha first sat, on tha 
east side of the tfirona. 

When Te Deum was ended, tha king was en- 
throned by the bishops and peers ; and die arch- 
Usiiop pronoanced tlie exhortation—" Stand firm, 
and held ftust," &c. amidst the hmdest acclamations 
from an parts of the Abbey. The archbishop of 
Caatertrary then knelt before the king, and for 
hunsdf and the other lords spiritual prononncad 
tha words af homage, the bishops kneenng aronnd 
him and repeating alter Um. The archUshap then 
kisaed his mmeety's left cheek, and the reat of die 
biihops after lihn, and retired. The dnke of York 
aaecnding the stapa of tha throne, and taking off 
his oaranat, p re pai -e d ta knecA and p r w ni mn ce the 
words of Iwmaga ; bat the king without permitting 
the aertfmany raised him, and cordially shook him 
by the hand : and his majesty obaerved the same 
oaarse by all the royal dakea. The dukes and other 
pears then did homage in the usual form, the senior 
or each degree wonounofaig tha words of homage, 
and the rest of the same degree repeating after 
hnn : eadi peer of the same degree sucoessively 
touched his m^raty's crown, and kisiied his msjes- 
ty's left cheek, and then retired. 

Daring this time (he treasurer of his mi^eety's 
housefaokl threw about the medals of the coronatifon 
in profusion in tba body of the great aiale, and 

iteS^'l ^!** ■*'*■ ^ *® P««" ■"* peeresses. 
While the homage was pcrfonuing, the sceptre wiOi 
the croas was held on the king's right hand by the 
lord of die manor of Worksop ; and tha soeptro 
with the dove by the duke of Rutland. 

After ^ homage, dia two Ushons, who had raad 
the epiatla and gospel received from the altar by 
the fauda of tba arrhUsbops, the padne and cha- 
lice which they carried into St. Bdwasd's chapel, 
and brought fi-om thenoe dm bread upon die padne 
and the wine in die chalice. His m^esty than 
wK2?iJf«?T<Jil? ••»">»•» •»* went to die alfar, 

lorfl great chamberlahi to hold. Then the Wshons 
delivered the pathie and chalice into dM klmK 
hand. J and his mijesty ddivere^thim t^dicSC 



bishopa, wha rerageady placed tha 
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altar, ooveriagthem' 

msdesty dien received dm< 

bishop administered the bread, 

Weatminater the cop. The choir then aong 

anthem— ^ Keised be thoa. Lord Ooduf 

*c and at tlie cenclneion, the trumpets m 

Che drums beat, and amidst tha acdamaliona of tha 

aasembly, the king put oh hia crown, and taking 

the two sceptres in nis hand, again ascen ded A« 

throne, and sat there, s u pported and attended a* 

beinv, until the oonclnaion of die 

servioa, and die Uaasing. After wUeh, 

ty, attended aa before, descended into dm 

passed tiwoagh the door on the south side of 

altar into St. Edward's chapel ; and^ 

who had carried the regaha, received 

the dean of Weatminater, as they psssart by ^e nltar. 

Tha king being oome into the chapel, and 
ing before the altar, deUvered tha sceptres to 
avchbishop, who laid them upon the altar. The \ 
of the ragaua ware deUrarad to tlte daan, to be by 
him laid tJao on tha altar. Then the king was die- 
robed of Ua royal robe of state, and amyed in his 
rayal roba of pwpla Talvet, by tba deputy 
great chambatlain. The archbishop deKvared 
saeptra with the creaa into hla right hand, and 
orti into his left. Hia dean dalrmed tha 
wi&tha doTa to die noblemaa who had 

i^ and uiio carried it in tha retumhig' 



The prooeasion new moved forward an ito retnre 
to Weataslnater HaU, tba naUamen, who had fn 
the former proeessian home the gold spursy and St. 
Edward'a staff, left la St. Edward's ohiipei, and Um 
orik and sceptre widi the cross, now boma by his 
n^iBety, wwing in tlwir dua places, aooovdingr to 
their degrees in the peerage. 

On re>entoring the ball, the batons of Aa cii H i n a 
ports liearing the canopy, procee d ed with it aa far 
aa tlia stops of the platfonn, firom whence tiM kte^ 
ascended to the thrana, and from thenoa retired to 
Ua chamber. 

Hia majesty's entrance was greeted with land and 
oontinMii cheers, the gendemen waving their ham, 
and the ladies their handkerehiefo. The king fcit 
sensibly tha enthusiasm with wirieh he was receiv- 
ed, and returned thesalutationa widi repeated bawa 
to tlie assemblage, on both sidea, as he paaacd up 
tha hall. The splendour of the soene nt the nM^ 
amnt, when the whole procemion had eanmlataly 
entered the hall, throagh the triom|riMl arta, anr> 
paasad aU power af description. Tha ridi and 
gorgaons apparel of the peers and knigbCs, f^Brveid 
by the more light, thongo not lem elegant 
of the hulies, gave a magniflcenca to the 
which has not been equall^ at the 
any soverciga of Europe. 

ne king did not take his seat upon the 
upon his retnm to tha hall, but praceaded 
diately to his chamber ; and a considerable pai 
tetarvened before the commencemeot of tha 
monials of tha rayal banquet. At length ^ ea* 
trance of the king was annooncad by one of tho 
principal heralds. 

His majesty vptamed in tha robea with whiA he 
had been invested in tha Abbey, wearing alaa tfa* 
same crawn. In his right hand he oitiied the 
sceptre, and in his left the orb, which, oa t^in^ 
his seat on the dinme,hedeHvered totibe twopoem» 
stationed at his side, for the purpose af l eeeif hi g 
them. The royal Uble, at which tba kiaff ~ ' "* 
several mala branclMs af the royal flmui 
was placed opposite the throne, and partly 
the canopy. It was nearly of a triangular shape. 
the tlurone snpplyina the place of iriwc would hava 
been one of the angles ; at twa of tbm sides wevw 

£ laced chain, wfaich were occuded by their royal 
ighneases the dnkes of York, Clarance, and Sna> 
sex, who sat on the right of tha throne, and th« 
dnkes of Cambridge mid Gloucester, and prineo 
Leopold of Cobarg, whf were seated on the left. 
Tha table was covered with rich damask dotha, an 
which were wronght tba royal anns, and the dew 
vices of the several British orders, wMi their 
toa. On these was placed a laorge oral 
having four square pieces prmlectag at 
sides. In the aral centra were the letters»«*O.B.'* 
b the square compartments ware palntad the red 
and white rose, the shamrock, and taislia. 
these, there were four samll ilgvrsa, 
standa all w goM, phMcd on tba tahl» 
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At fbat end of the table, wlikli ttaafd the ball, 
Bospended a rery neb flowered wbite satin 
drapery, with gold frfaif e, and baUion taneb : be- 
tween tbe featooof, were the atari of the set eral 
Bridab orderi, in giUd embroidery. 

On each aide m the throne was placed a large 
aldeboard, on which was displayed tbe coronation 
^te, made entirely of pure gold, conaiAting of 
large dishes, and vases richly embossed ; several of 
wbtcbhad graced the coronation basiqaets of many 
former monarehs. 

Hie tables for the peers were ranged three on 
OMb aide of the hall, splendidly coTerod with 
•late, andaeold collation^ consisting of every de- 
Deacy. 

This magnUkent scene was fflominated by a 
brilliant ^Usplay of nearly two thousand lights, sos- 
pended in cut i^ass chandeliers, or contained in 
•nperb table stands, ezclnsire of two branches oi 
Argand lampa, anspended at the right and left of 
the throne. 

The flrat coarse placed npon the royal taUe, cod> 
aisted of twenty-foitr gold covers and dishes, car- 
ried by aa many genuemen pensioners, preceded 
af six attendants on the clerk eomntroller, by two 
erks of the kitchen, (who recMved the dishes 
from the gentlemen pensioners) by the clerk comp- 
troller, fai a velvet gown trimmed with silver lace, 
by two clerks and the secretary of the board of 
green doth, by the comptroller and treasarer of 
the household, and by foor sergeanta at arms with 
their maoes. 

Before the diahes were placed npon the tab]^ by 
the two clerks of the kitchen, die great doors ac 
the bottom of the hall were thrown open to the 
aodnd of trampeta and darions, and tne dnke of 
Wellington as lord high oonstatue, the marquis of: 
Anglesea as lord hi|^ steward, and lord Howard of 
Bmngham as deputy earl marshal, entered npon 
the floor on liorBeback»remaining for some minutes 
under tfie archway. The dnke m Wellington rode 
to the left of the king, the earl marshal to the right, 
and tfie marquis of Angleeea in the centre. The 
two feimer were mounted on beantifnl wbite 
henes, the latter on his ihvourite dun ccdonred 
Arabian, ridily caparisoned. Bach was IbUowed 
by a gnom, and a page walked at the head ,of 
each horae. In thia manner fliey advanced grace- 
fnUy towards ^e throne. Uurongh an avenue formed 
of Oe knighta of the bath, the knights commanders 
and companions, the heralds, the pages, and a vast 
nnatber of oflleers in every Tariety oi uniform. 

WhOe the twenty-foor dishes were placed opon 
tte royal taUe, these noblemen remained on horae- 
badk, at the lowest step leading to the throne ; and 
•e the gentlemen penmmers delivered their dishes, 
they retired backwards between the three hones, 
and so left the halL They were foDowed by the no- 
ble equestrians, who backed their steeds with great 
skiD down the centre of the hall ; and aa soon as 
they had retired the doors were closed. 

11m dishes on the royal table remaining still un- 
ooveied, the golden basm add ewer were p res en ted 
by the lord great chamberlain, that his maf esty 
Bdght wash. He was assisted by the earls of Ab- 
tn^BMi and Yemlam ; and the lord of the manor of 
Heydon, waa in attendance with a towel. The king 
bavina dipped bis fingers in the rose water, and 
wiped tiMOD, retomed the towel to the gentleman 
who had p e itoim ed the service of beating it. 

Oraee having been said by the dean of tne chapel 
royal, the carver and assistant carver, the earls of 
BeaUgh and Chiehester, took their stotions at the 
bottom of the royal table, attended by the earia of 
MoiBt'BdgecuBbe and whitwotth, who acted as 
aevrer and aaaietant server. The tureens and 
dishee were then uncovered, and die carvers pro- 
ceeded to help Us majesty. 

The flrat course having been removed, a cheer- 
ful flouriah of trumpets was heard, and instantly 
fhe great gates at the bottom of the ball were 
thrown open ; when the champio n made bis ap- 
pearance under the jrothic archway, monnted on a 
pto-bald charger. He was accompanied on the 
right by fhe lord Ugh eonstable, and on die left by 
IIm depnty e«rl marshal. Hia armour of polished 
ated, Us ceatly plumes, and the trappings of bis 
steed, shofwed the capadty in whkh he appeared. 
Be waa oahered within dm limits of the ball by 
two trampetan, widi the arma of the diampion on 
by di0 sergeant tnanpeter, and by 
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two sefgeants at •mM,.widi maoea. An esqnire, 
in half armoor, wason eaeh ride, the one bearing 
bis lance, the other Us shield. At the entrance 
of the champion, the tmmpeta aoonded thrice ; and 
then the attendant herald pvedainied aloud the foU 
lowing challenge :— 

*^ any person, of what degree soever. Ugh or 
In V? shall deny or gainsay our sovereign und king 
George the Ibnrth, of the united kingdom of Great 
Britain and Ireland, deiander of the faith, son and 
next beir to our aoveredgn lord king George thn 
third, the last king, deceaaed, to be right heir to 
the imperial erown of tUs miited UngdouK or that 
he ooght not to enjoy the sasBOy here is Us cham* 

Elon, who saitb, that he Ueth, and is a false traitor ; 
eing ready in jpeison to condmt with hfan, and in 
this quarrel, will adventure hiM Ufb against him, on 
what day soever shall be appointed." 

After nanaing fbr a shmrt time, the champion 
drew oiThis gauntlet, and threw it upon the floor 
with a very manly and ehivataie air. No one ap- 
pearing to accept the challenge, die herald took 
up the ganndet. and returned it to the champion. 
The cavalcade then advanced half-way up the hall, 
when it halted, the trumpets again aonnded, the 
challenge was proclaimed as before, die ganndet 
again thrown down, and again returned to dio 
challenger. At the foot of the throne die same 
ceremony was a third dme repeated, the herald 
proclaiming the challenge at the top of the first 
flight of steps. Every time the gauntlet was re- 
tumed to the champion, the assemblage dionted, 
" Long live the king.** The knightly appearance 
and gallant deportment of the youtuul enampion 
obviously gave considerable pleasure to bis m^esty, 
who, after the third challenge, taking a golden 

Kbiet, which was presented to Urn by die cup- 
arer, drank to the bold champion with a oorree* 
ponding air of gayety ; — and the same cup being af- 
terwards presented to the diampion, no drank, 
" Long Uto hia nudity Ung George the fourth.*^ 
A loud and invduntary cry of ** God oless the king," 
escaped at that moment from the ball ; and ascene 
the most animated, and the moat subttme imagin* 
aUefbUowed. 

Firomthe galleriea of the peeresses, and other 
ladies, wUch were filled widi the loveliest and 
fidreat of women, adorned widi the ridiest orna- 
ments, a burst of applause issued, whirh seemed to 
rend the roof of the ancient and magnificent fhbric. 
A thouHUnd plumes waved in joy ; and a thousand 
Toices swelled the loud acclamation. 

Anadst this spontaneons expression of the gene- 
rd joy and loyalty, the champion bavina repeated 
Us hnmble duties to Us nu^esty, retreated backward 
f^rom the haB, accompanied by the noble personages 
who entered it with him, and bore away as his fee 
the golden goblet. 

Immediately afterwards, Garter, attended by 
Clarenceux, NorroY, Ulster, and the rest of the 
kings and offloers of arms, prodaimed hia nudity's 
stpes in Latin, French, and English, three several 
timea : first upon the uppermost step of the elevat- 
ed platform : next in the middle of the hall, and 
lastly at the bottom of the hall, the oflteeta of arma 
before each prodamadon crying "Largesse." — 
After each proclamation the company shouted 
** God save the Una," and the ladies waved thdr 
handkerchiefii and fans. 

The lord mayor ai^ twdve prindpd dtiiens of 
London, aa assistants to the chief butler of Bngluid, 
accompanied by the king's cup-bearer and asnst- 
ant, (Gunner being concluded,) presented to his ma- 
jes^ wine in a gdd cup ; and the Ung having 
drank thereof returned die golden cup to the lord 
payor as bis fee. After wUcn the mayor of Oxford 
with eight other burgesses of that dty, as aasistants 
to the lord mayor and dtiaens of London, as assist- 
ant to the cUef buder of Bni^and, were conducted 
to ioM mijesty, preceded by the king's cup-bearer, 
and having presented to the kinc a bowl of wine, 
received the bow] as Us fee. The lord of the amnor 
of Lyston then brought up a charger of wafers to 
his mi^jestyis table ; and the dnke of Adid, as lord 
of the Isle of Man, pre a ented Ua mi^eety with two 
Cdcons. 

After theee services were performed, aocerdlng to 
rmj ancient custom, the peers aU rose, and drank 
** Gwod health and a long and happy reign to the 
kingt" which waa received with thrice duree cheera 
by ua whde company. 
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Tho aatlumi 9f " God um the Ung," ww then 
mung by the whole Aoir, end tke choros was swell- 
ed by the voices of the oompeny all standtof . 

The duke c€ Norfolk then said stood, " Ae kinf 
flianks his peers for drinking his health : he does 
them the honour to drink their health, and that of 
his good people." His mi^esty at the same time 
rose, and oowmg three times to Tnrious parts of the 
immense assembly, he drank the iMalth of all pre- 
senL Long continned shonts of applaoae firan all 
sides sneceeded, during wUeh his niqesty resomed 
his seat upon the throne. 

The grace of " JVom nobis Domime,*' was then sung 
by tho choir, after wliich his mi\)»ty roceiTed from 
the noble dnkes, who bore Uiem, his orb and scep- 
tre ; and retired amidst loud and uniTeisal expres- 
sions of loyalty, attachment, and respect. ' 

In the metrontrias, tlie publio were admitted gra- 
tis to all the pnncipal Centres ; n balloon ascended, 
widt an seronant, ahoat noon, from the Green Park $ 
and after a Tariety of entertainments, Ibr the amuse- 
ment of the popolace in Hyde Park during the day, 
in the etening there was a display of the mo^t bru- 
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liant fire-works in the same pUee. under dm dirao* 
tioa of Sir WilUam Congreve. All claaws etf ikm 
people, hi erery part of the Itingdem, partook of 
the fa eti f ity of this memorable day: toe desne»- 
stntions of Joy being general througboat tfM Ung- 



Thos was oondnded one of the most splendid ami 
magniAcent pageants erer witnessed by the * ~ " 
tants of Great Britain ; the details of whieh 
Ikil to excite n Hvely interest in the breast of < 
Briton, as being intunately connected with the 
servation of the rellclon and laws of his country. — 
Considered in this light, that George the Ponrik 
may enjoy a lengthened and a peacefully proepcr- 
ous rule over these happy reanns, presading* and 
administering his raried and saicred functieaSy in 
the best spirit of equity, truth, justice, and patornal 
lore— and as long enjoy the cordially loyal aflbetSone 
of a benefitted people — must be the aident praynr 
and honest aspiration bf erery heart and erery 
tongue, that feels and exclaims,** Goo SAfK ths 

KlKOl" ** LONO LIVE THB KlMOit* 



NOTES. 



A'We A, p. as. 



WB tbonght it ow dvtyp' 
pir1ifUtteii1% ' 



ofthoie 

, , , , •* to ramonstrata to your iMr 

jMty, that the regiMeriu that ediot and dedans 
tion M inreooDcileable wifii yaor glory, the good of 
the state, and the righti of maaUnd* Whataoerer 
•aTOon of ooMtraint, woaada the honour ai the 
thvone. A manly and mpeetful freedom hat al- 
wayi heen the glory of erery prinee, under whoie 
leten die aoldecta have made it their gnide. 

^Yonr peiqpio* are, are nohapFy : all tfalnga pvo. 
elalm thia aad trath. Your eourtt of parUament. 



the only voioe of the natkm, ooaae not to tell it. 
Wopiiie, it iahut tooti«e ; and we caanet too ofteo 



vtpeat it,— your people are mit 

^It U not from thb day, that we are to date the 
catoaidtiea which deeolate the serefal parti of your 
Your pariiamanls hare fMad th em telvei 

_ma onoe under a neoeoiity te lay hcdote you 

tim aad deecriptioB of theai. Your m^eoty could 
ae* beteld i^ withoat heing uAoted. But what 
deeo It aig^y to the idicity of Frenohmen, that 
their aerereign aharea, by refleetion, ia the erila 
they really angur, if ^ meraeaary aeirii, which 
deveun liain, ia aubatituted te tha^ wUeh ought te 
praaeribe and punioh itf 

"The terminatiouof the war ought to put an end 
te our niaery. Peace ahould have In&odnced in 
mnmee llie aweeta, with which it ia attended among 
an other nationa. The capital ol the kingdom waa 
preparing to eelebcnto the return theraol^ and with 
aheuto ofjoy te dedieato a mouvMnt dealned to 
eteraiae itaaenaibility, and thememory <d a beloTed 
monareh. But, inatend of thy» notUng but aigha 
oigi'iei ■ppoaiiiitt 

*^It ia topremoto the h iq p p iu eaa of thoee, whoare 

> your care, timt yon are iBTuated with 

' r- Your am^eota hare a light 

lliey have, tiMraCnre, a right 



sr: 



tribuUng to tte wanto of the atate. Tfalaright, which 
ia founded la nature, bebmga to every aatioain the 
wotld,w1iatorer may be Ito tern of 



Ittopvinelpa]lytfierlghtefAraaee,Bad,iBa 

eepenal manner, that of your • imvinee of KonMa- 
dy. The Nermaa chavCer taatahea, oa thia head, 
tfce moat reapeetafale in nn a mmnto ef our aatieaal 
Immunitiea, aad of ihejuatiee of tfw klafi, your 

we then ^d, that ae tax 



a year aotjeetiof thia previace, ualeea 
it be agreed torn tte aaaemWy ef the poepla, ef the 



thi 
it 



^tea. 



faifSnSl' 

Lea pert of your peoplaTa righta, whidh you 
toaulatalabqAHn him by whomUaga reiga." 

JVWe B, f, IML 

Aa tlie prineipal atipulatloBa la theae tn 
(▼e been Setafled In Oe test, It ia ttought 



dent to auUofai only a copy of the dfinidre treato 
with the Vidtod Stotaa, toeauae the trtt la which 



their Independence waa acknowledged by Great 
Britain, and ea being virtualy the beala ol^tte gen- 
eral padfloation. 

7%ed^Ni#i«t fTMlircf pMoe mmdfHmdtMf, be- 

twtem TUm BrUmmie mt^fettm, amd iks Umite4 

aUM* ^ AwuHcm, Mgned at Pmris lAe tkkd 4m§ 

of awj^imbmr, 1I8». 

Ia the aaaM of «he moat holy and uadlvldedlVlaito. 

It haidag pleeaed ^ divhie pvevidence to dtt- 

poee the hearto of tbe moataerene aadaaoet petont 

prince George the third, by the grace of God, king 

at Offuat Britala, ftaace and belaad, dei wd ai ef 



the faitii, duke of Bmaawick and Lunenburg, ar.Mw 
treaaorer and prince elector of the holy Roman em- 
pire, &c. and of tbe United States of America, to 
forget all peat mLrandeiatandinga and ~'~ 



that hare unhappily interrupted the good correa- 
pondaooe and fnendship which they mutually with 
to reatore, and to eataJUiah aoch a benellcial and 
aafiaftctory faiterooorae between the two coontrieo 
upon the gvonnd of reciprocal advantagea and mu- 
tual coaTenienoe, aa may promote and aecure to 
both perpetoal peace aad harmony ; and baring 
for thiB d eri r a b le end already laid the foundation of 
peace and reconciliatloa by the proriaional arti> 
dea aigaed at Paria on the thirties of NoTenberk 
ireiy by the cominiaaioneiu eamowered on ei^ 
part, wUeh artidea were agreed to be inaerted in, 
and to oonatitnte the taeaty of peace piopeaed to be 
conduded between the crown of Great Britain and 
the aaid United Statea, but which trea^ waa not to 
be roncladed until torma of peace ahould be agreed 
upon between Great Britain aad France, and hie 
Bdtanaic laaleatv ahenid be ready toooadude auch 
^eat^ accordingly; aad tiw treaty between Great 
Britua aad France harinc aince been oonduded, 
Ua Britaaalo m^jeaty and the United Stotee of 
Aaaeriea, in order to carry into full efibct the pro- 
riaioaal artidea abore mentioaed, according to the 
teaor dieroo^ hare oouatitttted and appointed, that 
ia to aay, hia Britannic m%|ea^ on hu part, David 
Hartley, eao. member of the parliament of Great 
Britain ; and the aaid United Btotei on their part, 
John Adama, eao. late a ooamaaakmerof the United 
Statea of America at the court of VeraaiUea, late 
delegate ia coaarem from the atete of ICaaaachua- 
etto, and Aief juatice of the aaid atete, aad aania- 
tar plenlpotonttary of the aaid United Stetea to 
their high adgbtiaeaaea the Statea-Geaeral of tlm 
UnitedKetherlaada ; Be^faada PtankUa. eaq. tote 
delegate ia oongiuM firom Uie atete of Peaaravar 
aia, preaideat of the conveatloa of the aaid ante, 
and miniater plenipotentiary from the United Statae 
of Ameiioa at thaoourt of Veraaillea ; and Jdm Jay, 
eaq. late preaiaent of congreaa, and chief juatfae 
of the atate of New- Yedu and aUalater pleaipotea- 
tiar#li«m the aaid Uaited Stetea Mtee court of 
Madrid ; to be the pleaipotantiariea for the 



mmaxuM , 10 00 lov |MiiuipMi miiiai iwi nr caa can. 
dading aad aigategtha papaeat defokitlve teeaty ; 
who alter havlag redproeelly «ommuaieated their 



^ . _ foil pdwen, have apaed apon aad ooa- 
armed the foUowiag article* i 

Arti I. Hia Britaaalo mideoly aekaovledgea Om 
aaid Unttad Statea, via. Vow Hampahii«Oifa«a- 
dinaetto Bay, BiMde lalaad aad Prevideace Phm- 
tetiona. ConneeliaU. Maw York. Naw Jeney, Pi 



aylveaik. Beiawate, lCary]aad7Viiilala» North Cap 
roUna, Beath GaroKaa, aad Geeigia. te be fkee, 
tefvaroiga, aad iadepeadeat atalea: thathe treate 
with them aa aaeh, aad for hfaMoU; hfo 
jolhuuiahea aB ddaw to the 
kt, propriety and taRltofllai righto of the 
every part thereof . 
Art. II. And thai aU dkpatea ^ 
ia future on tbe aahieet of the 
add Uaited Statea may be peeveatad. It ia 
a^aed aad dedared, that the folawiag 
abaD be their ' ' ~~ 



Uoh might ariae 
ofthe 




foB late the Atfantto 
meet head of 
the middtoef that 



J M 



to the forty4fth degneof 
nea by a law dae wait on 
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wid latitude, nntU it •triket the rirer Inrooaoia or 
Caatraqny ; dunce aloDg tbe middle of uad river 
into lake Ontario ; through the middle of nid lake 
until it strikes llie oommonicacioa by water be- 
tveen (hat lake and lake Erie ; thence along the 
middle of the said commanlcaCion' into lake Brie, 
through die middle of said lake» nntfl it aniTes at 
the water oommanicatioa between that lake and 
lake Hnron ; thence diroogh the middle of said 
lake to the water ocmmaonication between that lake 
and lake Superior; thence through lake Superior 
northward of the Isles Royal and Philapvanz to 
the Ltas Lake ; thence through the middle of «aid 
Long Lake and the water ooomranication between 
it and the lake of the Woods, to the said lake of the 
Woods ; thence throngh the said ItJcjo to the most 
north-westernmost point thereof, and Ikom thence 
on a due west course to the rirer MlssisBippi ; thence 
by a line to be drawn along the middle of Che laSd 
nrer Mississiimi until it wall Intersect the north- 
ernmost part of the thirty-first degree of north lati- 
tude. South, by a line to be drawn due «)ast from 
the determination of the line last mendoned in the 
ladtnde j>f diirty-one degrees north of the equator, 
to die middle of the mer Apalachiola or Cata- 
houche ; thence along the middle thereof to its 
junction with the FUnt river; thence straight to the 
head of St. Mary's riTer. and thence down along the 
middle of St. Mary's nver to the Atlantic Ocean. 
East, by a line to be drawn along the middle of the 
river St Croix from its moudi in the Bay of Fundy 
to its source, and from its source directly north to 
the aforesaid highlands which divide the rivers that 
fall into the Adandc Ocean from those which iUU 
into die rirer St. Laurence, coinprehending all is- 
lands within twenty leagues of*^ any part of the 
shores of the United States, and rfing between 
lines to be drawn due east from die points where 
the aforesaid boundaries between Nova Scotia on 
the one part, and East Florida on die other, shall 
respectively touch the Bay of Fundy and die A^ 
lantic Ocean, excepting such islands as now are or 
heretofore hav» been within the limits of the said 
province of Nova Scotia. 

Art. III. It is agreed that die people of die 
United States shall continue to eqjoy unmolested 
the right to take fish of every kfaad on die Great 
Banl^ and on all die odier banks of Newfoundlaz d ; 
also in the golf of St, Laurence, and at all otiier 
places in »e sea where the inhabitants of bodi 
countries used at any time heretofore to fish. And 
also that the inhabitants of the United States shall 
hare liberty to take fish of everr kind on sudi pi jrt 
of the coast of Newfoundland as British fisbOT'- 
men shall use, (but not to drv or cure the same on 
diat island,) and also on the coasts, hajrs, and 
creeks, of aU odier of Ids Britannic mi(f esty^ do- 
minions in America ; and that the American fisher- 
men shall have Uber^ to dry and^ure fish in any 
of the unsetded bavs, haxboars, and creeks of Nova 
Scotia, Magdalen ulands and Labrador, so lona as 
the same shall remain unsetded ; but so soon ar the 
•ame or ^ther of tfabm shall be settled, it shall not 
be lawftil for the said fishermen to dry or cure fish 
at such setdement. without a previous agreement 
for that purpose wldi the inhamtants, proprietor|« 
or possessors of die ground. 

Art. lY. It is acreed that the creditors on citiker 
^Ide shall meet with no lawfol impediment to the 
reooven^ of the fun value in sttfrling money, of aU 
bona lioe debts heretofore contracted. 

Art V. It is agreed that congress shall eamesdy 
recomnend it to the legislatures of the respecttTe 
states, to provide for the restitution of all estates* 
rights, and properties, which have been confiscated, 
belonging to real British solgecti ; and abo of the 
estates, rights, and properties, of pemons resident 
in dkitrlcts in the poosesrion or his nu^esty's anns« 
and who have not home anus agaliiM the said 
United States; and that nersons of any other de- 
scriptien shall have f^ee fiberty to gf to any part or 
parte of any of the thfarteen United Sfotos, and 
dietein to remain twelre months unmolested in 
thek endeatvours to obtain the restitution of oooh 
of their estates, righto, and properties, as nay hare 
been confiscated : and that congress shall also ear- 
nesdyrsooBuaend to tlie sereral states a reconsid- 
eration and tevisien of all acts or laws regarding 
thepinmlpui, so as to render the said laws qg acta 
perfoedv consistent not only with justice and 
equity, but with that spirit of conciliation which on 
the return of the Ued^ff* of peace should univerw 




saQy preraU : and duut coni 

areconmiend to the several 
ihtfi, and properties, of suA 
sons shall oe restored to tihea 
any persons who may be now in _ 
bona fide price (where any has been givaijt 
inch peisons may have paid on parehaai&g^ aay of 
the said lands, nghts, or properthMi, sinctt the obb- 
fiscation. 

And it is agreed that aD penons who bave any 
Interest in confiscated lands, either by dcbta^ mar- 
riage settlements, or olhenriae, shall meet widl oe 
lawAil impediment in tiie prooecwdaik, of 
rigfatiu 

Art. VI. That there shaB be no fatare 
tions made, nor any prosecntiona eoaaaemctA 
against any person or persons for or by reasoa sf 
the part which he or they may haTO taki 
present war ; and that no person shall 
count sofiTer any future lessor dam 
penon, liberty, or property, and tihaS those who 
may be in confinement mi snch diarges at Oe 
time of the retificaUon of die treaty in 
Shan be immediately set at liberty, and dse 
cutions so commenced be disoontiaaed. 

Art YII. Iliere shall' be a firm and 
peace between his Britannic miges^ 
United Stetes, and between the sulgeeta of the aom 
and die citiaens of the other; wherefore sU 
ties both by sea and land shall frona ben 
cease ; aU prisoners on both sides shaB be 
liberty, and his Britannic majesty ahall, 
convenient speed, and withont cnmriag any 
struction, or carrying away any noigrooa or el 
property of the American inhabitanta. wididranr aU 
nis armiea, garrisons, and fleets, frvm the saiA 
United Stetes, and from every post, place and har- 
bour, widiin the same ; leaving in all forti 
die American artiOery tiiat may be tfaere 
shaU also order and cause all arcbiirea, 
deeds, and papers belonging to any or 
stetes, or tlieir dtiaens, wliich in dhe 001 
war may have follen into the hands 
to be f ordiwidi restored and deUrered to 
stetes and jpersons to whom diey bdongf. 

Art VIII. The navigation of the river 
sippi, from ite source to the ocean, abaB for ever 
remain free and open to the sulgeota of Gtoot Bri- 
tain and the citiaens of the United Stwbea. 

Art IX. In case it should so happen flat any 
place or territory bdonging to Great Britain or » 



the ar> 
it 



the United Stetes, should hare beeai 
the arms of either from the other, 
rival of the said provisional artideB in 
is agreed that the same shaU be re 
diflcttlty, and without requiring any 

Art A. Tbe solemn ratifications of 
treaty, expedited in good and due 
exchanged between the coptracting 
space of six months, or sooner, if posaiWe, to he 
computed from the dqr of the slgnatora of tee 
ODt treaty. In ' ~ 

ed, their ministers plenipotentiary, ha^re, in 
name, and hiTirtne of our fhn poweri, 
our hands die present definitive treaty^ and 
the seals of oar anns to be afibced thereto. 
Done at Paris, this third day of 
the year of our Lord one thouMUid 
dred and ei(faty>tfaree. 

Bavid Ha«tlkt. 

JoBK Adams. 

B. Fbamklim. 

JOBM JaT. 



ba. 
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Sib Artbce Wsllbslbt was fiftti 
oari of Monington, in Ireland, and 
Dublin hi May, 1700. He was at an early age 
tined to the military profesalon, having been 
cated at die miUtarr academy of Angers ia F^ranoe 
fortunatdy his genius seconded his early predBec 
tion, and he acquired a thoroogh knowledge of i 
theory of die art of war. He obteined the iMik 
a field<offioer before he had an opportenity of d 
tinguisUng hfaneelf, which did not ooevr tm t 
year 1794, when he displayed aailitary taleeto 
conducting the ratreatof diree British batteHona.pi 
of the amy under tike command of dw dake 
Yoih, by Bois le due and Ainheim. . Sir Arth . 
Welltaley haTingbeen appointad Bentenat t -colanal 
of the durty-'diira regiteentyaecoapanlod thatoorpa 



of 

ki 



NOTSa 



to India* mon after Ua nlJmt broQudr Ridiard, than 
«arl of jfomingtoD, had been appoiated gOTemor 
Rneral of BengaL On the aninu of hie regimont 
in India, he embailLed with it on an expedition 
tlien intended againat Manilla, bat was recalled and 
ve-laaded to check ttie aggreaaiona of Tippoo Snltan, 
tfanmgh tibe intrignea of the Fkimeh nader Boonap 
pule, who waa then in Egypt. In the Madraa ar- 
nay diaitined againat Tippoo Saltan, Sir Arttiar 
commanded the anhaidiary foreea of the Niaam, and 
at the atonn of Seringapatam he commanded the 
>e — ire during the ercr memorable aaaaalt : for his 
Intrepidity on that occaaion he waa thanked In 
pnblie orden, waa appointed commiaiioner for the 
dl^iaioa of prfae-treaanre taken in Seringapatam, 
mad goTomor of that conquered eapittl ; lor hia 
oondoct in that ardoooa employment, he r ece i yed 
the tfaanka of the gorei t.or ceneral in conndL Soon 
niterwarda he waa intraated with the command of 
an expedition againat DhondiaWanidk, alireebooter, 
irtio, widi a laiYe force, had comautted many ex- 
ceaeea on the Bntiah poaieaeiona : him. Sir Arthor, 
by a aeriea of rapid morementa, intercepted at Co- 
naghoill, and d^efeated and slew by a Tigoroos and 
Intrepid attack with oaratry oidy, before the Bri- 
tiah Infontry conld come ap. rot Ua onremlttlng 
actlTity in theee operationa, he waa thanked by 
geneml Braidiwaite and by the governor general 
m coondL In the Mahratta war, lieatenaa^eoloiiel 
WeOedey, then a m^^nr-general by brere^ waa wsp-- 
pointed to ooBunand a body of troopa, which waa 
detached to protect Poonah, the capital of the 
Peichwah, a Britiah ally, againat Scldadeah and 
Holkar. General WelleiieT at the head of twelTe 
thovaandmen, having haaxd that Holkar waa in poa- 
««sMion of Poonah and of the peraon of the Poah- 
wah, and had determined to bom that capital on 
the approadi of the Britiah army, poahed for- 
ward over a difllcalt country and tnroagh a daa- 
geroaa pata, by a forced march of sixty rnUea in 
thirty'two howa ; tfie unexampled eelenty of thia 
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morement taTOd Poonah from deatmctlon. After 
taking the fortresa of Ameduitgai, Sir Arthor find- 
ing tlte combined Mahratta army within six miles 
of his position, but breaking up camp to retreat, 
he boldly r aso W ed to force the enemy to a general 
action, altliongh colonel Stephenson's subsidiary 
diTision had not yet coine up. There he achieved 
the Tietory of Assye with a force of four thousand 
five hundred men, of wliom only two thousand 
were Europcana, over Schindeah's army composed 
of fifty thousand men, and one himdred and ninety 
niecea of ordnance, of whom twelve hundred were 
LiUed, the wounded covered the country for many 
mUes, and ninety-elgfat pleees'of cannon, all the 
camp equipagea, bidlocks and eamela of the enemy, 
with a vast quantity of ammnniHon, feO into the 
hands of the victor. 

General Weltoaley tiien punned, overtook, and 
defeated the army of the r^|ah of Berar, on the 
plain of Agraaft, aa decisively aa be had defeated 
that of Schindeah's at Aasye, and having taken Ida 
only remaining, but almost impregnaUe foil ions, 
Oawilgiiar, by escalade, both ti&e n(|ah of Berar and 
Schindeah aued ibr peace, which waa condoded by 

Sir Arthur with a ~ 

that he 
for ttie ddd. 

Having leluiued toEunipe, Sir Arthur mmmand- 
ed a brinde in the aimy whidi, under Ae com- 
mand of lord Gatheart, Inveated Copenhagen, and 
r en m ved the Danish navy from the graap m Buona- 
parte* Soon aftarwaids he was appointed, on the 
oeeeaae of maiuuia ComwalUs. to oe colonel of the 
tldrty-ihlfd regiment, in which he had served 
tiiirteen years aa lieutenant-colonel ; wiA this 
high and well-eamedliune, general Sir Arthur Wel- 
ledey assumed the command of the allied foreea in 
PortuBsl and Spain, where, and on both tibe extreml- 
of France hsdf,T 



k cderity and sUB, which proved 
talents for the eannet aa weB aa 



bei 
terali and manhals, aaid finaUy defeated 
and dattmned her apurioua emperor Napolaon* 
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AekUnd, major, attacked, woanded, and taken pri- 
soner, 122. ' 

AeqmUitio» in St. Domingo, 249. 

Ac^ttml of admiral Kei^, 137. 

•- of Warren Hastings, 252. 

Acr*,ritgfi of, its gallant defence, fBS. Its siege 
raiMd, 283. 

.4m, of Insolvencv passed, 3. For registering parish 
cluldren, 2o. American Stamp, passed, 51 : how 
received at Boston, 56, 57 ; repeal of it, 58. To 
w«raln assembly at New York, 64. Of amncslT, 
274. Of the American conrentioo, 66. 

Aetunu, on the Brand jwine. Il6. Between a British 
and American frigate, 329. At sea, 356. 

Admms, major, his victorious career, conqners Bavai 
alter a four months campaign, 51. 

■- , Mr. noticed, 68. 

Ad4rts4 of lords and commons on occasion of first 
q^Mch of king George III. 2. Of commons to his 
Majesty's speech, 6. Of commons to her Maiesty, 
on her nnptials, ib. Of parliament, on birth of 
prince of Wales, 34. Of congratulation, to the na^ 
rional assembly, 221. Of the English society at 
Paris to the convention, 21i4. Of Constitntiooal 
SoelctT of London, presented by its deputies to the 
French conveotioo, 224. Debates on the, 293. 

AdministrmtioH, changes in, 32. Change of, 42. 
New one. 52. New. 185. 

/§^mirm/ty, board of, its misconduct, 18lX 

AdvMU* of British armv in America, 107. 

Advanimg49mi poiition of the French, 4. 

Afmirt of Europe, survey of, 36. Of Ireland, 139, 
182. 

Airraniiumtnt of Hanover, favourite scheme of 

George II. 1. 
Aids, to commerce, 237. From France to America, 

175. 
Aitktn, John, (the painter,) 113. Confesses his guiit ; 

executed ; remarks on his case. ib. 
AU, archbislu^ of, president of the national asacmUy, 

221. 
Almrming scarcity of provisions, lesulu, 61. 
AUtmmru, lord, noticed, 26. Commands against 

Havannah, ib. Besieges the Moro, 29 
Athurm, battle of, 351. 
AJU, additional duty on, 3. 
Alctmtdtr I. emperor of Russia, succeeds his father, 

265. Visito England, 307. 
AUxmndriM, battle of, 206. Capitulates, 326. Attack 

on, 371. 
Alpgrt, expedition against, 379. 
AntH act, continuation of. 
Align, eolonel, noticed, 92. 
AUitatc* between France and America, 128. 
AUitd powers, measux«s of, 373. 
Ailimau$s, continental, remaiks on, 17. 
Allict, their victory at Graebenstein, 22. Enter 

France, 363. Advanoe of, 375. 
AHicd mrmy withdrawn from France, .U5. 
Allsimtni of American land granted oflicers and sol- 
diers, 47. 



I AilMfmcer to Prince Recent, 353. To princcsaes, 
ib. Voted to royal fkmily, 384. 

Altercation, in house of peers, 79- 

Amudeui, Victor, Icing of Sardinia, dies ; succeeded 
by his son, 259. ' 

Amtmssmdor, Spanish, unsatbfactory explanatioa ot. 
15. Instructions sent to Madrid, ib. At Madrid 
recalled, 18. &^anisb, recalled, ib. His manifesto 
previous to leaving court of London, ib. 

AnUo^fMa, capture of, 315. 

Amuttu, princess, death of, 348. 

Amuricm, Nordi, disturbances in, 56. Its sttuatioo, 
and political feelii^, 57« New government arran»> 
menu, 102. Peace with, recommended by parlia- 
ment, 128. R^cctt plans of conciltaticm, 131. 
Preliminaries of peace with, 186. Disputes with, 
compromised, 251. Campaign in, 362. Negoda- 
tions with. 370. Peace with, 371. Dispute with, 
373. 

Amgriemn, North, compensation, 3. Assemblies re- 
fuse compensation for the Stamp Act, 50. Revo- 
lution predicted, 57> AflTaits discussed In pariia- 
ment, 69. Petition to the king. 91. Affairs, aspect 
of, 94. Defeat at Long Island, 105. Forts taken, 
118. Declaration of war, 354. Successes at sea, 
114. Defeat on Lake Champlin. 99. Affairs in 
1779* i57. Rally, ib. Army, its dispodUoo, 159. 
Pronects brighten, 160. Currency, depreciacion 
of, lb. Campaign of 1781, I68. War, petition 
against its continuance, 180. Loyalists noticed, 
187. DilTerencea with the, 340. Disputes, 350. 
Declaration of war, 358. South affairs, 367 . 

ilaOkirif, Sir JelTery. noticed, 81. 

, lord, called on for his opinion by lord 
Chatham, 127. 

AndersoH, maim, killed, 172. 

Andre, major, noticed, 161. Taken, and executed as 
a spy, 162. 

AnMt, isle, iu gallant defence. 346. 

Amon, lord, noticed, 32. 

Amtwtrm, oouocil at, 239. 

ArcoHd, his floating batteries, 184. 

Arcot, nabob of, noticed, 73. 

Amumuut against Havannah, 26. 

Armed neutrality, 164. 

Arnold, colonel, noticed, 92. Wounded at Quebec, 
gi ; at Stillwater, 122. Made general, his defeo- 
tioo, 161. Attempu to seduce' the Americans, 163. 
Expedition to Virginia, 169. 

Arrests of public orators. 390. 

Articles, tnirty-nine, the, petition against rejected, 
80. 

Artifices of ministers to inflame the people against the 
French. 294. 

Arrears daimed bv prince of Wales, 229. 

Arkmtkmat, admiral, abandons his convoy, 148. 

Arrival of Rochambean, I6I. 

Asgkans, noticed, 56. 

AA, genera], surprised, I4& 

Assignau, French, issued by, 294. 

Associations, against republicans, Ac. 225. Agslnst 
the war, 150. Volunteer, 268. 

Assurances of effectual support from house of com- 
mons, 2. 

AtM, duke and duchess of, noticed, 51. 

Atlee, colonel, noticed, 105. 

Attack on Jersey, lOT. 

Attempt to des^y Britich vessels in America 105. 

^ On Rhode Island, 1.15 ; failure of it, ib. Ta au. 
made capital, 304. To bum a British squadron. 
29- To assassinate the king, 200. 
Sn 
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iGTt rwlifiaf oavltolatiou •£ iilaod— teramcs his 
oomuMoA—cmanfi by court martial 'dliaiiMed hi* 
offiot, ib. 

C^S§, CharhlM. awtliiatf Mant, 941 

C0m, aeaicUj aC t». Bill, S09- L^«s» fO- 

ComiMkf mar admiral, nocioed, 88. 

Cflriupatf, Mr. ehotcn toaaker, 106. 

ComaoaUu, lord, laodoed, 107. AppoiMadtoooBmaod, 
158. Ilia polioy, as a oouqoaror, lo^* RcCnats, 
160. Hb plans defeatad, 171. PRMecds to Vir- 
Slnia, 173. Takao prisoocr, 176. Hi* eampai^ 
against Tippoo 8ailh--graots peace, xveetres his aoos 
as hoetages for parformanoe of treaty, <eo. Ap- 
poiatad viceroy of Ireland, 874. Issues act of 
amaasty, ibt Goes ambassador to France, <97. 
signs treaty of peace, ib. Appointed governor 
feaeral of India, second time, dies there, 3(8. 

, admiral, distingoished retreat, 858. 

Cttomatimt, of Qeoife III. and Queen, 13. 

Ctniett annexed to the British crown, 947 • Etscu- 
ated, 858. 

CM$im Mir, his attempt against India company ; Us 
anNMea, massaems pilsonen at PaCna, 94. 

CHt0m, Chaclea, Sir, noticed, S98. 

, Stapytieo, Sir, his success, 893. 



Comuf delegates, l07. 

ComiTf, distmbed state of the, 388. 

Crmig, major, noticed, 178. 

Ommm, battle oi; 363. 

Crmmfori. general, aotioad, 94. 

CHlfmh due de, eanduets siege of Gibraltar, 184. 

Crtmiimi law aotioed, 334. Code, 387- 

Crtiy, Brass, lord mayor, discharges Millar, the 
printer; orders the deputy serjeaat at arms into 
custody, wno finds bail, 79* I> wnt to the tower, 
refuses to back press warrants, ib. 

GrWm, John, ^ipolnted aommissloner with extraordi- 
nary powers, 159- 

Cniitr, lieuteoant coImmI, his deleace of nloetysix 
in America, 173. 

OuU rastored to Spain, 94. 

Cimatrimmd, dnka of, noticed, dlas, 98. 

■ ■ • , 8ad. do. maarlas Mrs. Ilonon, 



81. 



', 3rd. do. his marriage, 976. 



CknMMfJI«aB, the American privateer, his conduct, 

196. Imprisoned by Franca, released, 6cc. ib. 
CmrtUf captain, his heroism and humanity, 184. 
OutAing, Mr. noticed, 68 
Ctut, John, Sir, illness and death of, 74. 
CjM/#r, duty on, levied, 39, 
Ct«miekejf\ visits Enj^and, 367. 

D 

DmtrfmpU, Sir Hugh, noticed, 338. 

Dofyti captain, his plan for surprising the American 

savages, 48. 
Dmnitk, fleet capture of, 388. West India Islands, 

surrender of, 389- 
Dmrhjft admirid escapes, 178. 
DartmcMtA, lord receives American petition, 91. 
Dtuheood, Sir Frands, resigns oflbe, 39. Created 

lord diqieoscr, 41. 
Dmm, mwshal, noticed, 81 . 
Davi€s, capuin, discovers the Falkland islands, 77- 



DmvitoH, oeneral, killed, 171. 
1>««M, Silas, 



, noticed, 119. 

Dtatk of earl Egremont, 48. Of lord Chatham, 190. 
of the emperor Paul of Russia, SQS. Of the prin- 
cem Charlotte, 983. Queen Charlotte, 384. Duke 

' of Kent, 39). Of George the 3d. king of England ; 
his character, ib. 

Vekaus on the expediency of the German war, l6. 
Defence of it, 17. On the proclamation of the 

> British commissioners in America, 118. On the 
peace, 300. In. cabine* on Mr. Piu's proposal of 
war with Spain, 14. On the address, 186. On the 
manifesto of American commissioners, IS9. In 
consequence of the return of the Howes from 
America, 146. On Irish affairs, 149. On the 
peace, 186. On the war, 888. 

Dthtt, of the civil list, 8O9. 

Decan^ Micam of, noticed, 73. 

Dtcmttir, c^>taio, noticed, 78, 

Dtctaration of war with Spai^ 19. Of American 
indapendenoe, 100. Of war inth France» I89. 

Diclin4 of lord North's influence, 179. 

Deerte of fratemizstion, 884. 

t>if0mt of the hereditary prince, 6. Total of tbe 
Spaniards at Gibraltar, 174. Of the ministry, 181. 
lu dissolution, fb. ' 



D4f0eiiam of Arnold from America, 161 
DitftnUrt in Ireland, 8(to. 

DiffUitmciff of tha civil nst, 5. Nou Co ckapicr I. 
/Vlrrmmsf , natlaa of notioed* 48. 
DtkgMUs, county, X67. 
Dtmoerafie societies, 5M4. 
DmHptftTf friendly to hawkers and pedlars, tC5. 
DmmmtA, Fr^enc, V. King of, noticed, 37. C 
tian, VII. noticed, Ib. Keutralityof; 851. Ps 
with, 3G3. 
DtmuvitM^ battle of; 960. 
Dttetmt on Martinico, 89. 
Dttpmrd't conspiracy, 901. 
DieAtHsoH, JoVi. noticed, 100. 
Ditmft, bombarded, 306. 
Dijnr^H^s in the ministry, 68. Between Fi 
America, 859. ^ith the United States of Ai 
347. 
Di0lemtti4$ about the mutual retaining of j 

7. 

DigAjf, admiral, captures French man of erax, 155. 
Directory of France elected, 954. Overthrowi^ 887. 
Dismutrt to royal cause In America, 94. 
DUautUmt on the peace, 34. On Amelia 

69. Of quarrel with Rtncia, 813. 
VismhtMm of general Cooway, 46. Of 

191. 
THtfutt betwech diracton of East India 
proprietors, 61. With Spain about the Fi 
Islands, 77. With Spain settled. 210. 
France and Russia, 318. With HoUaad, 114. 
Diftffictum in America, 67 

Dissenters, bill for relief of, 81. Protestaat bill 1 
relieve, 139. to secure their privilegea, bill, 955. 
Disaolutian of parliament, 5. Of parliaaaeat 

it eflecu imp e ach m ent, 811. 
DutiUtriet^ 395. 
Distresses of the Americans, 158. 
Dietnrianeet 00 account of Wilkes, 66. 

— — in La Vendee terminated, 598. 

Diviienis, unclaimed, propoaal to selae, 911. 

DocumtiUi 00 state of the country, 99 1. 

Op/, Wshop of, murdered, 859. 

DomiugOf St. expedition to, 900. 

DoMopj count, mortally wounded and ^tafcen pi 

118. 
Demgmt^ M* general, noticed, 109. 
Denglms, Sir James, noticed, 96. 

Sir John and lady, noticed, 356. 

Donim St{fmAt noticed, 54. Arms against 

Surrenders unconditionally, ib. 
DmeienseUt Mr. appointed chancellor of 

59. Noticed, 60. 
Draie, admiral, noticed, 175. 

, ambassador at Munich, 911. 

Drmver^ colonel, his plan for invading the 

islands, 85. 
Draytom, W. II. noticed, 199. 
Dresden, battle of, 960. 
Dreits of admiralty, 994. , 

DnctwortA, admiral, sent aipainst Minorca, 979. Uu 
victoiy, 988. Advances through the Di 
985. 
I>N«/, between Wilkes and Martin, 44. 
Pitt and Tieraey, 868. Betwi-en Castlcm^ a^l 
Canning, 9M>. 
DwNMcriVs, general, noticed, 998. Hb coodact. A. 
Ihaumn, doctor, noticed, 44. 
■■•■ ■■ , lord, hb victory, 864. 
DitHtirA, its fortifications and harbour to be deao 

lished, .59. 
Dunimt, his escape, I99. 

, Sir David, retires, 949. 

Dwtnhig, resigns lib office of so]idto»<gcnera], 74 

lib motion on the influence of the civwo, 159. 
DntcA fleet captured, 858. Delivered up by admiral 

Story, 886. Commissioners, 997. 
Duty, additional, on ale and stroat beer, 9. On beer, 
causes tumult in London, 90, 



EmstoHj oolonel, noticed, 99. 

EiAmnt, battle of, 937. 

£Ar», Mr. appointed American commissioner, I89. 

EdinkurgA nmrsn/Mm, 949. lU secreUry and two 

members transported, ib. 
Eduemtioik of the poor, .184^ 
^ects of the late king's partialltv to hb native do. 

minicms, l. Ruinous, of American war, 95 
Egmont, lord, cootiuues in office, 58. 
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£gr§mu>Kt% Imdf niatation of tbe Spanish unbaa- 

sador'a maaifcalo, 18. 
Egj^t, affairs of, €88, 898. Expaoitloo to, 895. 
EUtrt, otrtoool, his samndorp 145. 
£id0m, kid chawsallor, notiotd. 89*. 
Eitetiom*, mv, 988. DifViutM bill for datermialag 

Umoi patsad, 15. 
EUMmt captaiD, aotiood, 140. 
BlimUdt capcore of, 53. 
EHamketkt pnocass, siftar to tha Uflf of Fraaoa, «m- 

cntad, 850. 

' ' , pviaeasa, har aiaftiaas, 38*. 
Ehmmic* of Burka and OrenTilla contrastad, 71. 
£U»»tt, Utolaiiaofc fHwrml. doUcmI, 87. 

, f!"*ral, his ooodaat, 168. Great teaalghi, 

184. Dafaau all attaiaptt tgaiaat Ottmltar, ib. 
MMt, Wilbora, noticed, 100. Appoimad sterataiy, 

180. 
EmbmrTMtmmnU of tha pviaoa of Waks, 800. 
Etmkwgcm. aossiao, Swadish, and Danish 

89*. 

Emtmttt and ochcta azaeoicd, SM. 
Em^tror tf (hrmmmy dtcland" £nqiarsr of AnsMa,'* 

311. 
emga^tmtmt batwetn K«pp4l and d'OrrOIiarft, 137. 
EitgAMm, doe d', nrnrdar oi^ 311. 
tMMlmnd dodavas war againM Holland, 8M. Aasisia 

Fortagal, £3. 
FMglish anibassador rocalled from Madrid, 18. Oo- 

vanataot offer ass i a ta ne e to Holland, 884. Ra- 

fosed, ib. Army ratam from tha CoDCaneot, 854. 
Bmtittment, 334. Foaaica, b^, 389. 
£a/«r<«MaMM« firatt to tojal fmuAj at Oailahall, 14. 
£ms«9#, Briiiahy oonplanit aganat, 311. 
Eqmifmttnt of sqoadron of man of war and traas> 

ports, 1. 
Ertkina movra an addrass, J9l . 
Etemft of tha Stadtholder, 850. 
EttmUiskmumt of aivU list, 8. 

£ttmingt, d' his float nocioad, 131. Wovndad, 146. 
tUiouekt$, d\ his cotmand, I69. 
Etrtes, nurshal d', notioad, 88. 
Eiaropg, moTamanu in, 305. Staia of, 319. 
Emttmtim, St. takao, iGS. Ita prodidoas wankh, ib. 

Condaet obsarvad 00 iu capCaxa, in. 
Bming, ganaiml, notioed, 108. 
E*ch4^M€r BiUt, 388. 
EsertwHt of ooogrssa, 108. 
EsmnuA, Uwi, his axpadidon, S79. 
Etptditiem against BaUaiale, 10. Against East Flo. 

rida, 136. To North HoUand, 8H6. Of eoono. 

dors Johnstone, 177. 
Brftnditurt. national. 388. 
£rjmlai0H ot Wilkaa froBi honaa of comnwns, 45. Of 

the Aostrians from Italy. 864. 
F.3fre, captain, nocicad» 310. 



FaUur* at Porto Rico and Sanu Cnis, 864. 
Jt-'alkUatd ItUmit, dispatea with Spain raspacting them, 

77. 
Fmmilp eo m^ et, some account of it, 11. How 

avowad, 17. 
HmrmtTf captain, noticed, 78. 
/•iwtfiM, marqnis da la, woondad, II6. Marchca into 

Virginia, 174. His military eondnct, ib. Farther 

noticed, 845. 
Fndinmnd, prince, his plan of auadc, 8. 

■ IV. king ot Naples, abdicates, and comes 

00 board an English man-of-war, 878. 

— VII. of Spaia, restoration of« 367. 



/vrrfNJMi, goTrmor, noticed, 177. 

, doctor, noticed, 132. 

J'UUing, commodore, captaras a Dutch sqnadron, 156. 

Financu, 868, 888. 303, 387. 334, 368, 378. Flat, 
tering state of, 815, 899, 86t. 

Fithtry, NewfoaDdland, righu eotablishad, 33. 

FitEftraldf Edward, lord, taken, 870. 

Fitiktrhtrtt appointed plenipotentiary for peace, 186. 

, ilrs. noticed, 800. 

FittteU/imm, lord, affirms India Company's bank- 
ruptcy, 189. Recalled from Ireland, 851. Dis- 
placed. 391. 

/■?««/ priimi btimt, 155. 

FUuhMT, colonel, bis disaster, l65. 

• , Sir Robert, commands Indian army, 05. 

Captures fort of Chanda Gheer ; its goramof^s ra. 
markable speech, lb. Takes Eliabad, 

FUnry, lienteoant colonel,. 143. 



Flood, Mr. his motion for parliamentary reform, 808. 

FlorUm ceded by Spain, 33. 

FhuiUng, snrreoder of, 340. Its fortifications de- 
stroyed and evacuated, ib. 

ForAt, lieutenant, notioed, 87. 

Fotif colonel, nodoed, 73. 

Fonigm affaba, 383. Troops landed In Isla of 
Wight, 845. 

FoTM, New, Bill, 817. 

Forttseugf lord, his ramaiba on tha houaa of peers, 
188. 

jPeri(jfMf»Mw. proposed new plan of, 198. 

Fiirti reduced by marquis of^Granby, 4. 

Fotk»rgiU, doctor, noticed, 86. Hto Utter to Frank- 
lin, 87. 

Fo»t Charles, notioed, 34. Appointed lord of the ad- 
miralty, 74. His ironical speech, 188. IIU re- 
marks, 140. Remarkable orauoa, 151. Introducaa 
bis Marriage Act, 167. India Bill thrown out by 
the peers, 191. Elected for Westminster, tbougn 
not returned by hl^ bailiff, 193. Obtaina damages 
for this in King's Bench, ib. His remarks on liUi 
bill, 197. Amends Sinking Fund, 199. His senti- 
ments on slave trade, 8O6. His sentimeats 00 
French revolution, 807. Feelings on Burka*s 
breach of frkadship, 813. In oppoeitioo to the ad- 
dress, 886. Opposes address, 833. His motion to 
ascertain the precise grounds of war, 837. Sands 
intelligence to TaHaTrand of plot to 
Buonaparte, 381. lua wish for peace ; 
character, ib. 

F^*n«€, dopUcity of her ministry, 7. Negociation far 
peane with, reanmad, 10. Her conduct towards 
Poiingal, 83. Dadaratioo of war, ■ ib. Disasters 
sustained by, 89. Sends warlike stoves lo America, 
115. Pvdiminsarlea of paaee with, 180. Affaire of, 
glanced at, 807. Its revolution. 806. Declares 
war against Britain and Holland, 136. Quceo of, 
her trial and execution, 848. Commercial treaty 
with, 800. Considered by the commons, ib. 80- 
liciu offices of Britain in preserving peace, 888. 
Delivered, ib. Manifestos against, 883. National 
convention of, constituted, ib. Makes peace with 
Spain, 858. Ueese Cassel and Tuscany, ib. Prin- 
ease m, eBohanged for depuiiee deUvered to Austria 
by Damouriez, 853. StiOa of, 859. Her measures 
against British oommarcc, ib. Internal affairs of. 
865. Makes peace irith Austria. 891. With 
Austria, Russia, and Prussia, 317. Annexations 
to, 346. Terms impoeed on, 377. 

, Tsle of, cnpittdatea, 345. 

FrrnnHtHf ^totxm, noticad. 83. His effort at concilia 
tion, 86. Plan founded thereon, ib. Appointed 
head of post office in America, 90. His reply to 
lord Howa, 106. Ambassador to France, 188. 

fVmer, gen«ral, killed, 188. 

FuUrie, William, brother to Georfie HI. dies, 58. 

— " — ■ ■■ VI. aseandsthe throne of Denmark, 335. 

, William, king of Prussia, dies, 866. 

Ffd^rUmy princes of Prussia, married to duke of 
York, 815. 

Frtnek^ advantageous position of the, 4. Squadron 
arrives in America, 134. Ambassador to Coogerss, 
ib. Floetao the English coast, 147. Fleet defeated 
by Rodney, 183. Ambassador's memorial on eituap 
tion of England, and France answered by lord 
Granville, 830. Ambassador ordered to leare 
England, ib. Convention, proposes to treat for peace, 
837. Declares war against Spain, 840. Affairs, 
848. Calendar, 843. Extraordinary efforts of, to 
recruit army, ib. Ambassador, official oimi- 
plaint by, 888. Disposition of the king, 883. 
Priests arrive in multitudae in England, ib. Go. 
vframent, state of, 850. Ita sanguinary pcoceed- 
ings, ib- Progress in HoUand, (b. Spooessful in 
West Indies, 858. Make peace with Pruiaia, ib. 
New constitution, 853. Land in Wales, 864. 
Com)«l the emperor to make peace, 865. Land 
at Killala, and sonender, 874. Iloetile move- 
ment of, againt Switaerland, 876. Enter Berne, 
enforoe a new constitution, ib. Retnra from 
Syria to Egypt, 883. Directory overthrown, 887. 
Evacuate EJegrp^ ^* ^** constitution, 301. 
Driven from St. Domingo, 305. Fleets attempt to 
rapture West India islands, 317. Enter Portugal, 
330. Fleet attack on. 340. Convoy destroyed, ib. 

-' , captain, deceived into a surrender of hk 

post, 146. 

Fritnds of the people, society of; 318. 
Fritnimr, capture of, with several "Higaniiist; 4. 
Fminits, Count de, his manifosto, la 

Fimsrml of king George II. 1 
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Gmftf Gcncrft , noticed, 6B. IIU jndicioo* condoeC, 
09. Appoiotcd goremor, 84. 

Gall^mmff, hU charge againflt geoenl Howe, 141. 

GmlvMf Beraando, Dou dc, uke« Mobile, 163. 

GMUwmrl, colonel, his message 180. 

Gmrdtur, major, noiioed, 144 

Gatetf general, hb conduct towards Bnrgoyne's 

» arm J, ISS. Defeated, 158. Snocccded by Greene, 
170. 

Gmliten, from Manilla to Acapulco taken, 99. 

Gaudaloupt, isle of, ci4>ttalates, 346. Restored to 
France, 33. 

Gtmrff admiral, captures a rich squadron. 1G7> 

Ognom, evacnated, £91. 

GtHtoes, distressed state of, 81. 

Ot»rg0 III. king of England, accession to the throoe, 
'1. First meets hu council at Caxiton-hoose ; his 
declaration to them; subscribes instrument to 
maintain church of Scotland ; proclamation of ; 
adds doke of York, and earl of Bute to list of 
pri^j counsellors, ib. Prorogues parliament ; his 
first speech to both houses of parliament ib. . Pro- 
poses plan for securing independence of judges, 3. 
His speech on closing parliament, 4. His senibueuu 
on the proper use of conquests, 5. Exempt from 
personal or political prejudices, 13. His choice of 
a consort, ib. Speech to parliament, 16. Measage 
10 commons, announcing proposed nuptiab of his 
sister princeH Augusta with prince duke of Bruns- 
widc, 44. Bestows 76.300/. French prise monies 
in aid of the nation ; illness and recorerf , 51, Insti- 
tutes roval academT G9. His death, SQS. Cha- 
racter of his reign, ib. 

Germain*, lord George SackTille, appointed secretary 
for America, 97. His information to parliament, 
179. Created a peer, 180. 

Germmn confederacy, sums roted for support of, 2. 
War debated 00 the, 14. Protested against, I9. 
Auxiliaries 837* 

Genmmnw, canpain of, 4. Fjnpreje queen of, noticed, 
38. Emperor of, mediator for peace, 184. Emperor 
of, his manfesto against France, 883. Hakes 
peare with France, 317 • Campaign in, 337. 

Gtbrmttar, its siege raised, 185. Completely re- 
lieved, lb. 

Goddari, general, storms Ahmedabah, 165. 

Gordon, lord George, president of the proteatant as- 
sociations, 154. Presents petition tc house of com- 
mons, ib. Committed to the tower, 155. Tried for 
high treason, and acquitted, ib. 

Gort9 restored to France. 33 Taken 309. 

Garner^ lord, noticed, 60. His chai^ agalnat lord 
Chatham, 187. 

Govtmmtmt of Canada, 818. Form of independent 
American, 108. Attack upon it, 306. 

Orqftony duke of, resigned office, 59. Joins opuosi- 
tion, 95. 

Grmham, lieutenant general, his exploits, 351. Activity, 
353. besieges St. Sebastian,' 354. 

Graniv, marquis of, reduces forts, in the neighbour- 
hood of Friular, 4. Recommends accommodaiion 
with America, 186. 

Grmnt, captain, notireo, 48. 

, noticed, 105. 

, general, his expedition, 146. 

GranvilU, lord, noticea, 48. 

Oraitmu, his address, 188. Vote of money to 
him, ib. 

Graves, admiral, fleet of, 16I. 

Ortathemd, Henry, rewaxded for his inrention of life 
boat, 300. 

Oreenwiek hospital, abuses, 141. 

Grune, cobnel, presented with a sword by congress, 
118. Succeeds Gates, 170. 

Oreogory, fteoeral, his brigade, 159. 

Grenada is'and of, its capture, 86. Taken, 858. 

Grenville, Mr. George noticed, 38. His speech in 
favour of tax'ng America, {$7 . 

, bill fur determining disputed elections, 75. 
Received roval assent, ib. 

', lorn, reply to Prince Regent, S03. 



Gr«y, loid, do. 393. 

Gritf, major general, 135. His nickname, ib. 

Orep, Dr, appointed lord*chief-justice, 78. Resigns 

the bench, 155. 
Gniehen. count de, joins Spanish fleet 178. 
iiuildhatl. entertainment given to their majesties, 14. 
ifiutagut, king of Sweden, expelled the throne, 339. 



Hai€m* corpus net, •oqwnded, ill. Sa^wnsion ef. 

844. CouinQed. 851. Suspended in Irelaai, 307. 
HadJUId fires at the kinc, 890. 
Halifmtt, earl of, noticed, 38. AppMalad pi^vy seal ; 

his death, 80. 
Hmll, lieutenant colooa., nolioed, II9. 
Hamilton, general, 118. 

Hammond, Sir Andrew Snape, exnaUnad br caaa- 
' • mons, 140. 
Hancock, John, noticed, 68. Ekctnd presidMC «b 

Congress, 90. 

■ , general, notioed, 135. 

Hmnover, invasion of, 305. Oeenpntioa of, 994. 3fS 

Makes peace with France, 853. 
Hareouri, earl of, appointed lord Uentenant, 81. 

, lieutenant colonel, takes general Jjw, lOf. 

Hardships of American campaign, 110. 

Hardwicke, lord chancellor, noficed, 74. 

Hardw, Sir Charles, retires with his flaet, 147. Diaa 

167. 
Harkimer, general, assembles militia, 180. Killed, ib. 
Harland, admiral, notioed, 137. 
Harhf, sheriflf, wounded by London mob, 44. 
Harrtson, his invention of time piece* 80. Raarmided 

by parliament for it, ib 
Harvey, captain, noticed, 86. Destroys Floiilla, 996. 
Haslet, colonel, killed, 100, 
Hastings, Warren, vou.of oennre on, 18S. Bnfcc'a 

charge against him, 199. His trial, 803. Reaanad, 

818. Trial adjourned till next soasion, S3&. Aad 

acquittal, 858. \ 

Hateke, colonel, noticed, 105. 
HaMsmttille, Monsieor de, notioed, 301. 
Havamnah, armament against it, 80. Deaeripeioa af 
j iu harbour, ib. Surrender of, 88. I1 
1 found there, ib. 
Hawke, Sir Edward, removed, 79. 
Hawkers' fx, igr. Much relieved, 800. 
Hatekeskwrw, lord, signs preliminary treaty, 
Hatekins, doctor, noaced, 44. 
Heberden, doctor, noticed, 44. 
Heiater, general de, commander of Hewinns i 

rica, 105. 
Holder, battle of the, 886. 
Helvetic, republic, formed by France, 876. 
Hermicne, Spanish register ship, caqptured, 88. 
Hertford, earl of, nolioed, 58. 
Hessians, captured at Trenton. 108. 
HexAam, riot at, 3. 
HigA kailijfof Westminster, his eaadnct in 

to return Fox, 193. 
Hill, Thomas, his humanity, 18 

, general, his conduct, 358 

, lord, noticed, 367. 

HUltkorough, eari of. noticed. 48. Appointed oaloalal 

secretary, 65. His circular letter. 70. 
His Maiestw Gear re III. first meech to both 



secretary, 65. His circular 
lis Msnesty George III. first 
ofpaniament, 8. 



Hock*, general, noticed, 85S. 

Hofer, the Tirrolese chief, his talenU, 339. 

Holland, lord, creation of, 39. 

■, noticed, 58. Concludes alliance, 

and defensive with France, 854. Made a repaUie, 

859. Declaresw ar against Britain, ib. 1u anucxn- 

tion to France, 346. Revolution in, 361. I'rcaty 

with, 368 
Holy Alliance, 378. 
Honduras, right of cutting logwood ceded to FjigUnd, 

33. Convention relative to, 800. 
Honovt conferred on officers, 307 
Hood^ admiral, noticed, 75. Created an Iriah paar, 

183. 
Hope, captain, noticed, 378. 

, general,' do. 333. 

/f«/i^fiu, commodore, blockaoedby Eagliaa, 107- 

Homer, noticed, 345. 

Hornsky, president, vute of censure on, 199. 

Horton, Mrs. noticed as marrying che duke of Ctau 

beriapd, 81. 
Hoftff, captain, his victory, 350. 
Hotkam, commodore, suling of his squadron, 146. 

His victory, 858. 
HongAtoH, general, his gallant death 358. 
Howard^ general, wounded, 178. 
Hoiee, CMonel, noticed, 87. 



— ■-■, genaral, do. 89 
, Sir Wi 
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, ,.- William, do. 100. 

-, general Robert, notic^, 196. 
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BnH, lord, bis Tictorr, tUt. 

Hiti«r, general, left m ooniBaod of Ameticui armT. 
ITO. Wooaded, 172. 

HmtAm, Sir Edward, noticed, 177. Destroys shippinE 
of Iljder AUt, 178. Takes TrieomaUee, 184. 

fliK//, general, bis snrreoder, 356. 

Bmmktrty gmcral, noticed, S74. 

Htau, captain, noticed, 78. 

", member of parliament, «zpeUed for pecu- 
lation, 345. I- p-v 

-— , Orator, noticed, 99S. Fonnd guiltji 391. 

Himtingdcn, earl of, leaves office, 74. 

HnteAmmn, fovemor, noticed, 83. LeafVes America 

for England, 84. 
Hydt, lord, appointed chancellor of Lancester, 80. 
Ify^tr. Ally, noticed, 74. His character and conduct. 

ib. defeated, 177. His death. I89. 



JiUgmL meetings, 380. 

llUgmlity of general warrana, 44.* 

XEAm»« of king George the III. 51, 204. 

lUmmntmtioHf on king's recovery, 205. 

ImptmeAmtnt of Hastings, voted by hoose of com- 
mons, 202. In parliament, whether affected by itt 
dissolution, 221. 

imptp. Sir Elijah, chief-jnstice of India, proceedings 
of, 166. 

Imfiriitic proceedings in North Carolina, 197. 

/moiim, national, 388. Relinquishment of, bv minis- 
tns, 38. 

Jneomty tax, 279. Repealed, 299. 

Jndtpendsnejf of the judges secured, 3. 

Jndim Canmanp, Mir Coesim's attempt against, 53. 
Stock debates, 61. Indemnity bill of, 62. .Sc^tioy 
of its affairs, 63. Its proposals accepted, ib. 
Petition parliament. 64. Restrained from in- 
creasinc their dividend, ib. Act renewed, 65. 
EztraoTdioar^ fall of stock, 73. Loan bill passed, 
81. Traffic in appointments, 336. 

Jm^m court of judicature, instituted in, 81. Successes 
in, 177. Fox's bUl, 191. Thrown out by the peers, 
ib. Declaratory act, 203. State of, 209. War in, 
210. Statement of iu reyenncs, 219. Successful 
war in, 309. War in, 318. Insurrection in, 326. 
hostUiUes in, 377. Affairs of, 380. 

Indimn affairs, 169, 166. I89. 

Indimtu, of America, cause of disturbances with, 47 
Commence hostilities, ib Treaty with, 49. Joiu 
Bttigoprne's army. II9. Their barbarities, ib. Dis- 
mayed by Schuyler's account, 120. 

Indus, West, proceedings in, 301. 

Inditpositimi of the king, 308. 

Inf9*umt9 of the EngHsh Secretary Chatham, 11. 

Injhttnett secret, alluded t<s 52. 

ImgUfMd, captain, noticed, 184. 

In^uiriu^ as to fiulure of negotiation, 12. 

JjMslcM/ ««r, 3. Repeal of compelliog cause, 16. 

JnstnietUHt to ambassador at Madrid, 19. 

InnrreettoH of royalisu in Britany and Poltou, 240. 

InttUigtntt of Bnrgovne's defeat, 128. 

Inttrftrenct with affairs of Holland, 202. 

TmundrntioHi, remarkable, in consequence of heavy 
rains, 80. 

Jnom*i«m of England, 9^. 

TrtUmd, advantageous acts in favour of, 87< Offers 
to raise volunteer force. 97. Accepted sad raised, 
147. Its trade relieved, 131. Affairs of, 182. 
Freaeh attempt to invade, 258. Union with, pro- 
posed, 279i proceedings thereon, ib. Martial law 
in, 307. Bill respecting, 328. Sute of, 368. 

irisk . parliament make overtures, 65. Parliament 
proceedings of, 238. Origin and proj^reu of Re- 
bellion, 269. Rebellion, objects of it, 274. Insur- 
rection, close of it, 275. Militia serviM extended, 
398. Commercial propositions, 197* 

JriskmtMt united societies of, 269. 

ImAmm, lord, noticed. 81. 

tntin, inventor of the marine chair, 20. Receives 
reward from parliament, ib. 

Jimfy, ciAnpaign in, 284. Affairs of, .335. 



Jmekun, (spj) his employment by France, 269. 

Imfm, capture of, CSO. 

J^4r, Mir, noticed, 53. 

Jamts II. king, |noticed. Opinion of his abdication, 



Jmmsam, lleot. colonel, receives Andre priaeonr, 162. 

Jay, ambassador from America, '251. 

Java, capture of, 360. Restoration of it, 393. 

J^0rs9Ht Thomas, noticed, 128, 

Jtn^, baiilc of, 324. 

JtnJtnuoH, Charles, Esq. appointed lord of treasury ; 
his talents, 65. 

<jmut4ry doctor, receives vo'o of parliament fbr his in- 
valuable discovery of vaccination (or cow pox), 300. 

/tfTDiV, Sir John, hia victory ; created a peer, 263. 

John, (the painter) his plot, 112. 

Jeibi, St. Island, ceded to Britain, 34. 

Joknson, Sir W. noticed, 49. 

— — : — , Sir John, do. II9. 

JoJhutontf governor, named commissioner to America, 
129. His attemptt by private correspondence pre- 
judicial, 133. 
— — , commodore, his expedition, 177 

Jointurs granted to the queen, l6. 

Joins, Paul, his conduct, 147. His nava. actions, ib 
His surrender demanded as a oirate, 148. 

Jsmian, noticed, 257. 

JuHUt of reign of king George III. observed, 341 

Juigt* made mdependent, 3. 

Juites, rights of, in libel cases, 212. 



X 



hmlh, Baron de, general, noticed, 158 

Ktm-tltjf, George, printer of North Briton, 40 

Ktating, colonu, noticed, 345. 

KsmfSHftlt, admiral, retreats, 178. 

Ktnt, (fake of, his marriage, 384. Death and cha- 
racter, 393. 

Keppslf major general, noticed, 26. 

, commodore, noticed, 26. Captures a fleet of 

French merchaouuen, 29. 

, admiral, commands grand fleet, 1.^ Takes 

.wo French frigates, 137. Engages D'OrvilHers. 



His trial and acquittal, ib 

JTiVwaribm, lord, murder of, 304. 

King Gtorg* III. his first speech, 3. Illness of, 51. 
Proceedings thereon ; recovery, ib. Sabstance of 
his speech, 62. Reply to city remonstrance, 77. 
Royal conduct, ib. Reviews navy at Portsmouth, 
83. Speech to parliament* 179. Do. 193. Attempt 
to assassinate him, 200. His humanity thereon, ib. 
Speech to both houses, 204. Indtsposition, ib. 
Recovery, 205. Returns thanks at St. Paul's cathe- 
dral, ib. Speech, 2S6. Message to commons on 
French affairs, 230. Presents swgrd and medal to 
earl Howe, 248. Ttansmiu medals to flag officers 
and captains, ib. Speech, 252. Assaulted going to 
parliament, 255. His i^ech there, ib. Attempt 
00 his life, 280. Return of illness, 294. His regard 
to his coronation oath, 295. Indbpoaition of, 308. 
Speech, 313. Completes fifty years' reign, 341. 
Rejoicings in consequence, ib. Maladv, 347. In- 
crease of it, 353. Change in the health of, 303. 
His death and character, ib. 

King's BtneA Prison burnt, 155. 

Kingshorougk, lord, set at liberty ; Wexford delivered 
to him, 273. 

KiwMn, general M*, mortally wounded, 352 

Kni^unutn, general, noticed, 107. 

Kmo*t colonel, noticed, 105. 

, general, takes St. Vincent, 256. 



Zsihr, lord, his services, 318 

Land T««, reduced, 63 : increaaeg, 78; redempuon of 
26B ^ 

Lmngarm, Don Juan, defeated and taken prisoner, 155. 

LoHgJmUj Mr. (distiller) house burnt by rioters, 155. 

Laudtrdels, lord, proceeds to Paris to negotiate, 321. 

Laudoknt marshal, noticed, 22. 

Leurtnst Henry, elected president of congress, 118. 
His letter to the British commissioners, 132. Taken 
prisoner, l65. Committed to tower for high trea- 
son, ib. 

, lieut. colonel, remarkable situation of, 176. 

Lavriston, colonel, arrives with treaty of peace, 298. 

Lates of Militim amended, 20 

LtSt colonel.^oticed, 25. 

— — , Mr. do. 91. 

— ^, general, do. 92. 

, Henry Richtfd first mover of American inde- 

I oendence, 100. 
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/.M, m^^or, DOtictd; eaptoKs British furison at 
PowIm Hook, lU. 

Le/ti*r«, general, his condact, C87. 

Letptie, bfttde of, 500. 

X«»NAr, lord Oeorgc, 24. 

LuUtj ni^r geocnl, takes posiea H <» of Charlestowo, 
156. 

L$siHgtm^ battle of, 1(7. 

LUtIt cases, righu of jnries io, SIS. 

bill passes, S18. 

lAft-hoat Bodced, 900. 

X.«iitf»/ii, nDeral, woanded, ISS. 

Littoit, aaminl, repulsed, 310. 

lAvingttomtj coloDd, noticed, 9*. 

Zmjs of 1,800,000/, 3. Interest provided fur b/ ad- 
ditional duty on ale, ib. To India Companj of 
1,400,000/, 81. To Germany, 251. 

Lagw00€l^ ri^t of cutting it ceded to Britain, 33. 

LomJoMf negodatioo at, 6. City of, iu remoaatrance 
to the king, 74. Sends ap a second, 77 • A third 
and foanh, 79. Petitions in (avour of America* 87. 
Corresponding society, S18. 

XtfMlMt, earl of, noticed, 34. 

L»Hgitud€, reward for asceitaining the, SO. 

LmgkioroiuA, lord, ( Wedderfaume) tries London rioters 
by special commissioo, 155. Made lord Chancellor, 

t SS8. 

Lffuis XVIT. dies in the temple, S53. 

XVIH. withdraws from Venetian territories, 

S57. His entrance iuto Paris, 366. 

Itfiw/, general, noticed, 144. 

Lawndi^ president, noticed, 146. 

LauthtTt Sir James, his motion, 179* 

JLwcM, St. taken, S58. 

iMcknitTj general, noticed, 8S. 

Imdditet noticed, 354. 

iMttreli, colonel, vacates his teat in parliament. Op- 
poses Wilkes. State of the poll. Cooseqaenect, 7S. 
LutUHt baule of, 36o. 

X;|ni«A, Sir William, noticed, 6B. 

Lynedock, lord, noticed, 367. 

LyttletoH, lord, 43. Celebrated speech of, 44. His 
patriotism, 68. 



M 

Maeartn€ft earl, sent ambassador to China, S5t« 

Mmek, genera^ sarreoder of, 315. 

MacktHtosht Sir James, noticed, 387. 

MttcUaue, coiooel, noticed, 144. 

Mmenmmarti, captain, noticed, 89. 

Mrndtira^ occupied by Britain, 895. 

Madrid, instirrectioc at, 380. Evaenated by the 

French, ib. Capture of, 353. 
Magmv^ colonel, capitulates at Fort Washington 107. 
Mmhrattmt notioed, 56. 
Mmida, battle of, 383, 
Maiilmud^ lieut. coiooel, noticed, 146. 

, lord, his ntlendid talents, ld6. 

MarUortmghy duke of, noticed, 43. 

Muimuhtnf, lord, sent ambassiulor to France, 867. 

Simlta taken, 89S. 

Malthy^ captain, noticed, 78. 

Mmitts*, property in Spain seized, 301. 

Man, Isle of, its sovereignty purchased, 50. 

Mmnekttter^ disturbances at, 388. Do. .384. Meeting 

dispersion of, 390. 

, duke of, resolution in bouse of peers, 96. 
Muniilmt governor of, his character, 88. Iu capture, 

ib. Saved from justly merited pillagei thoogh taken 

by storm, ib. 
Mmnhjff capuio, captures an ordnance vessel from 

England, 91. 
MmiuMd^ lord, his patriotism, 68. His opinion of the 

American war, 97. House in London destroyed 

during riots, i&5. 
MuniHMy its surrender, S64. 
Mur»tt death of, 841. 
MmreiigCj battle of, 891. 
Mmrim Lmita, archduchess of Anstria, her marriage, 

MsrMH, general, noticed, 160. 
MmrooH war terminates, 85S. 
Marriaga Mi proposed, 167. 

of the Duke of York, 815. 

— — TT" of Uie Prince of Wales, 258. 
JUarttml Lmw, 304. 

J«<g'/iiuc#,-l3Je of, desMot 00, 85. Its sumader, ib. 
KMtowd with Marigalaote to France, 33. Taken, 

Ma*tmekv40tis votes an army to defend her state, 80. 




Mmstwlf retreat of fStut Aaaricana, 179* 
Btuitktmtt fsneral, noticed, lOT. 
MmwimU, general, surprises Elisabeth Tom, 1 19. 
BtPhtrmn, John, Capi. kUled, 94. 
MeeUtiUwrg, Prtnotss Chariotte tff, dioeen by G< 

in. as queen, 13. 
Matting of n<v parliament* 16. Of pafiienMi, 180. 

Do. 139. Do. e07. In thenavy^ 868. 
JfrAM da U Tmuk* noticed, 311. 
MtlvilU^ lord, proceedings against, 3i3. . A«nip» 
•itnaiion, 314. Erased froas privy eovBeO, S15. 
Impeached, 381. 
Mtmoriml of navy oflioen pifsenKid 10 the hiog. US. 

of French executive, 889. Replied «• by 

lord Orenville. 830. 
Mtmds, captain, bis squadron, souroM o^ 543 
Mtrcer, general, reoeivea dmc bayaaw 

which oocaaion his death, 109. 
Maumgt reapectin| finance, 308. 
^Uuugtt from Pnnce Regent, 388. 
Mettamick, prince, visiu Fngland, 367. 
Middletam, surgeon, noticed, 44. 
Milas, colonel, noticed, 105. 
Miliimry events on the Continent, 838. 
the Continent, 846. Praparaiioas, 303. 
menta. 380. Plan of lord Caatlereagh, 
Miiiiim, ballot, produdtivc of riot, 3. Mew, 
stitutional. 96. Bill to raise Scotch, 97. T 
ib. Regulations, 141. Called out, £85. 
their services, 869. Consolidation of laws, 300. 
Local, noticed, 384. Aogmenution of, S35. 
Mhuttart, relinguish income, 381. 
Minitttrial appointments, 381. Dispvtcaand chanfes, 
340. DiHerencca, 354. VegociatioBS, ib. Profu- 
sion, 113. 
MiHistrjf, oonduct of, 15. Seeps taken by, ib. Change 
of, 59. Defeat of, 180. Dissolved, 181. Kew. 
ib. Outvoted and resign, 186. A new one, 191. 
New one formed. 894. Nrw, its members, 3uB. 
Appointmeott in the, 313. New, 380. Chaafs ot 
die, 388. 
Minorcm restored, S3. Taken, 183. Captora oi,878. 
JUiguthHt iale oi, given to Fruee, 37. 
XHirmiamH, Count de, report of, 810. 
Mirtmda^ general, noticed, KTS. 
Mir Cauim noticed, 53. His 

India Company, details of it, ib. 
JIditcoHduci of the Admiralty, 180. 
Aiit/ord, Sir John, resigps the sitnation of 1 
accepting the office of kid chanoaUor of Inland, 
with title of lord Rcdesdale, 300. 
MoHcktoKt general, commanda snooessAd eapedUea 

against Martinlco, 86. 
Maro besieged, surrender of island, 88. 
Motion on American war, l67. Of cenaoM oa lecd 
Sandwich, 140. For abolition of slavo trade, 8t6. 
Of Mr. Hood, for parliamentary veftmn, 808. Far 
reform in parliament, 818. For negoiiaiiiMi with 
France, 888. For scAding mioiater to Paxil, ib. 
For peace, barracks, &c. 837. Against Aasencaa 
war, 167. 
MoHta-Vidoot capture of, 386. 
Moore f Sir -John, noticed, 338. Retrent, battle ef 

Comona, &c. 333. 
Moscow, destruction of, 356. 
Mosquito settlers evacuate Honduras, 800. 
Motives of national policy for 
proposals, 31. 
' for a general peace, 186. 

Movamenu of French forces, 367. Of atlkd fcrccs, 

373. 
Murders in metropolis, 354. 
Murat, joins the allies, 363. Advances 
Austria, 376. Returns to Naples; killed, ib. 



N 

Naples made a republic, 884. 
Nationml force, increase of, 86I. 
■ Income, 338. 

— czpenditura, ib. 

Naval preparations, 136. AlTalce, 858. Mutiny. tfS. 

Operations, 863. Do. 898. Actions, 897. Do. .371. 

Do. 350. Engagements, 36s. 
Navf^ review of the, 83. 
Negapatam^ surrender of. 178. 
Negotiation for peace with France, 10. Main points n. 

dianptes in, 11. Candid enquiry into. 18. For 

pe%c unsuccessful, 859. Reaewod and broltva off, 

Neiifi»Td 0\ morially wounaed, 873. 
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2^9il*OH^ S«iuiie\ rebel eli*«r, tj\ . 

Nel90M^ cominodore, his gallaDtry, 963. Bombards 

Cadis, S6«. His vietorr off the Nile. 977. Gosa 

capitulates lo his sqaadron, 879. ^li* Tictory at 

Coponhagcb, 894. Attacks Boloogne Flotilla, Sg7. 

fits celebrated signid, 318. Gains Tktorj of Trafal 

gar; death, ib. 
Ne-^ miHUtry, its membon, 101 . Admitistration, 180. 

Parliament, 193. 
I^eu-caitU, .duke of, his death, 69. 
AVzr/liMn^/tfN^. taken br the FMBch , retaken, 30. 

Right of fishing ^uled, 33. Lees of vessels at, £99. 
?^«mgmt4 prison burnt dox^ liots, IM. 
Su'AoIiaH, Margaret, her attempt to assasinale the 
^ kiog, 800. 
Niv^rmtUt duke de, arrives in London to negotiate 

peace, 32, His speech to th« kkig, ib. 
2^oaii/ts, M. de, his declaration, ISO. 
Nootkm Sounds sculement at, ?(^. 
yartk^ lord, appointed chancellor of cxcheqner, 64. 

Elected chancellor of Oxford, 81. His coiKiliatorj 

billa, 197. Aonowiees the dissoUtion of ministry, 

181. 
Iforthingtan, lord chancJlor, eondemns ministerial 

oieasares, 59* 
yTTtkumherland^ dnke of, hb dismissal, 9S. 
Vortcn, Sir Fletcher, qieech on the encrcasing in- 

fi«incc of the CTOWQ, 138. 
2^0ntayt transfer of, 363. 
Niftium Ttnmu Act introdnoed, opposMl by ministers, 

00. 



C^jteit of the rebellion in Ireland, 374. 

Oliver, alderman, committed to I'over, 79. 

Opermtimu of the French fleet. 143. in the West 
Indies, 177- In Virginia, 174 . On the Fronacrs, 
«44. In I A Vendee, 953. On the Khine, 254. In 
Italy and Germany, 257. In Sillesla, 325. In 
Swedish Pomerania, ib. 

OppotitMK, its efforts, 74. Reduced by desertion, 226. 

r To a repeal of the tast and corporation att«, 208. 

Orang* Soeittiu^ 969. 

OrJgrs tM ctnoteilf repeal of, 354. 

Orltmn*t ^c*> failure at, 372. 

OrtAes, battle of, 363. 

Orvti/itrSf count de, sails from Brest, 137. 

OisoTf, Upper, earl ot, his motion on Irish affairs, 

149. 
Osttn^, eapeoition against, 278. 
fhto. If . signs preliminarjr treaty in Louden, TUB. 
thi^t, nabob, of treaty with, 56. 
Ouiery, violent, against new doty on beer, 3. 
Outragt against the king, 8M. 
Orm'tur44 made jy coons of Madrid and VersaiUesi 

30. 
Osfori^ mayor and bailifiii, sent to Newgate, 65. 



P. 

P«iiM, Thomas, his answer to Burke, 224. 

PallutT^ sir H. his trial, 137. 

Pahny murder of, 324. 

Pmpal authority ended, 276. 

Pmr^m^ cession of, 393. 

Par$s, negotiatiw) at, 6. Insurrection, 253. Occu- 
pation of. 365. Convention ot; 366. State of, 373. 
capitulation of, 375. 

Pmritr, Sir H. engages Dutch fleet, 178. 

Parlimmtnt dissolved, 5. Assembly of a new, 16. 
Closes, 21. Opened with speech firrai throne, 34. 
Closed, 39. Opens, 42. Proceedings respecting 
"WilkeSfib. Privileses of, ib. Assembles, 57. Al- 
ways existiag, 63. Dissolved, 65. Of Ireland made 
octennial, ib. . Its language a^ regards lord 
Townsend, ib. Proroguea at a nmarkable crisis, 
73. A new one assembled, 2B5..«,iMeeting of, 95. 
Meets, 148. Dissolved, 193. Meeting of, I95. 
Meeting of, 203. Regularly opened, 205. Meeting 
of; 207. Dissolved, 210. Whether its dissolution 
aifecu impeachment, 211. Meeting, 215. Assem- 
bled, 225. Meets, 226. Prorogued, 238. Meeting 
of, 244. Meeting of, 251. Proceedings of, ib.' 
Prorogued, 252. Dissolved, 256. New, S59. 
Meeting of, 268. Meeting of, 293. Meeting of, 
299. Kew. 302. Meeting of. 307. Prorogation 
oC 309' Opening of, 313. Meeting, SI9. Pro- 
nwued, 3fl. Dissolution of, ib. New, 327. Dis. 
swlotivaof, 32b. New assembly of, ib. Prorogued, 



ib. Prorogation of, 335. Cormpi piaetices in, 336. 
Assembles, 334. Assembled, .153. Meeting of, 356. 
Proceedinp of, 358. Closed, 359. 362. Re-asaem- 
bles,367. Opened. 372. Re-assembled. 376. Called. 
378. Meeting of, 380. Opened, 383. Dissolved. 
384. Convoked, 387. Meeting of, 391. 

PmrtimmtHfry priyilege, 43. Reform, 196. Pro- 
ceedings, 334. Ditto, 348. Ditto, 378. Supplies, 
45. 

Partiality of George II. for his native dominions. 1. 

Parties in France, 240. 

Patna taken by India company, 54. 

P««/, emperor of Russia, succeeds his mother, 250. 
his death, 295. 

Peaet, overtures for, from France and Spain, 30. 
noirersally desired, 32. Negotiations for, ik. 
Preliminaries signed, 33. General motives for, 186. 
With the Mahrattas, I89. Negotiations for, un 
successful, 259. Between Austria and France, 
291. Between Great Britain and France, 297. Of 
Amiens, 298. ScntioaeaU on the, 299. l«egotiation 
for 321. Signed, 3C6. 

Pereival, assassination of, 354. Character; provieioo 
for. his family, ib. 

P€ttr III. succeeds to empire of Russia, 21. Mild 
and popular regulations ; foreign politics ; desire 
of peace ; alliance with Prussia ; principles of rr- 
form ; deposition and death, 21. 

Petition of Wilkes to commons, 68 

p€titicnt in favour of debtors produces Insolvent Act, 
3. In favour of America, 58. Of county delegate!, 
167. Against American war, 180. 

PkiUifpint islands, invasion of, and capture, 28. 

PAilaMpkia taken, II7. Evacuated, 134. 

Pickegru^ his campaign, 250. 

Pttrtam, major, killed, 167- 

PiV/, (Idrd Chatham,) unfavourable to peace. 6. His 
proposal of war with Spain, 14. Interview with 
the king, and resignation of office. His conduct, 15. 
Remarkable speech on taxing America, 57. Sent 
for by kiog to form new ministry, 59. 

, Mr. Thomas, his speech 00 influence of the 

crown, 154. 

, William, his eloquence, 160. Reform bill, I89. 

His communication to the commons, 192. India 
bill. 194. Sinking fund, 199. Motion for parlia- 
mentary rrform, 203. Remarks on slave trade, 
5IC4. Proposal to seise unclaimed dividends, 211. 
Speech on moving address, 236. Message relative 
to peace, 255. His duel. S68. Speech pn the right 
of search, 893. Resigns, ib. Motion on naval 
defenre. 308. Returns to ofliee, ib. His illness. 
3] 5. Death, 319. Vote of money to pay bis debts, 
public funeral, ib. 

Pian of attack of prince Ferdinand. 4. 

PAhm of cAOoiliation rejected by Aipenca, 1 18, Of 
Lord Comwailis defeated, 174. 

Paintt of dispute in negotiation with France, 11. 

Poland^ kingdom of, dismembered, 81 . 

Pondiehgrtjf capitulates, 142. Taken, 238. 

Poor^ education of the, 384. 

P«p«t the. dies at Valency 276. Restoration of, 307. 

Pfipkam^ Sir Home, his expedition to Buenos Ayres. 
322. Recalled ; tried and reprimanded, 323. 

Popular meetings, 389* 

Population of England, ascertained by authority, 293 
Returns of, ib. Act returns of, .355. 

Porto Rico, failure at, 864. 

Portugal, relief of vote for, 20. Conduct of Franoe 
and Spain towards, 23. Receives it* assistance of 
Great Britein, ib. Invasion of. 295. Operations 
in, 342. 

PotmaJl, governor, his speeoh on America, 75 

Powyt, Mr. motion against American war, 179. 

Poyniiut law protested against in Ireland, 182. 

Pratt t lord chief justice, 41 . H is opinion on W ilkes's 
commitment to Tower, ib. Remarkable charge tw 
Jury, 44. 

Preparations for funeral of Georce II. 1. War, 295.- 
By France for invasion of England, 303. 

Price, Dr. his sermon, 821. 

PriestleWf Dr. his house destroyed by mob, 214. Ue 

clarea a member of convention of France, 224 
Princess Royal of England, marriage of, 266. 
Printers, contest between, and commons, 79- 
Privilege, breach of, 344. 

Proclamation of George lit. 1. Of commisaioner^ tn- 
America, 107. 

Progress of French in Holland, C50. 

Prohibitory bill, American. 96. ^ 

Property ux augmented, 313. 

Proposal of a congress at Angsberg 6. 
3 O 
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Prtycfit of Vfroch torpesae, RJ«cCtd, 867- 

Pr0p»9td mwriaga bill, 1O7. 

Prgpeiition f»r peace, 1W. 

Pfust, popular, asainst the coDlinitmUon of Gemuui 

war, 19. Of lords against rtpealiag the Stamp Act, 

5B, 5^. Id hoose of pem» 96. 
Pr»pui«» for service of ensoiog year, 16. 
Pruuia, subsidy to, 3. Of exiraordiaary change ^n 

sitnatiooof, 21. Success of, ib. Malces peace with 

Frwioe, 258. Kiog Fnderick William III. din, 

266. Kiog of, his manifesto aKainst France, 283. 

Declares war against France, 300. Kiog of, visits 

England, S67. Makes peaoe with France, 317. 

Occupies Ilanorer, 383. Subserrieoey to France, 

SU. 
Prmuimm operations in campaign, 22. 
Puklie testimony of jot on aooessioaof George III. 1. 
Privv council assemble on death of George II. 1. 

Take oath of fidelity to king George III. ib. 



Q. 

QMmktrt, petition against the slave trade, I90. T 
Qtuiec, expedition against, 02. Attack of, 94. Siege 

of, raised, 98. 
Pm«» Charhttt of England, nuptials of, 16. Message 

of commons to her majesty, ib. Dowry granted 

her, ib. Jointure granted to her, ib. Council of its 

members, 34B. 
Quihtran tajft unsnceessfnl expedition to, S53. 

R. 

Rmiieal reformers, 389. • 

Randolph, Peyton, chosen president of congress, 90. 

RmKling$, colonel, destructive riflemen, 107. 

RtMon for a negotiation at London and Paris, <>.. r 

lUMlian in Ireland ; its origin, progress, 269. Sup- 
pression of, 273. 304. 

•Rdcml of British Ambassador from Madrid, 18. Spanish 
from London, ib. 

R4eeverw of the kiog, 205. 

JU^9a$9» of forts by Granby, 4. Of land tax, 6S. 

R^/Uetions on commercial intereourse, 196. 

Riform bills, 182. Parliamentary motion for, 206. 

• Societies inOreat Britain, 242. 

R*ttM€9 act, 51. Bill noticed, 805. ' Bill, 348. 

Rslitf to Roman catholics, 131. .To the trade of 
Ireland, ih. 



RnlU, Baron de, attacks I Jeney, lOf. 'MeetnDj 
wounded, ib. 

RmmMd, Sir Thomas, bill of pains and pwnalrini 
against, 183. 

, Sir George, seianre of, 311.'.^ 

Rtnturt with Spain, 209. Setilcd, 210. Russin, 21S. 
Discussion on it, ib. 

Ruttim, deaih of empress of. 21. Socc e ssSon of Poicr 

^III. to the throne of, ib. Deposition and death; 
succession of Catherine II. ib. Mediataa Cor a 
peace, 186. Makes peace with France, 317.* I>^ 
Clares war with England, 329. Invasion «i, 355. 

RMtliig4, John, alected goremor, 145. 



SmtkvilU, lord, his elevation to the peerafle, UO. 
Proceedinp thereon, ib. 

Smlmmsmem, battle of, 353. 

Sm4t tax, angumented, 313. ■ 

Srnntm Cnu, failure at, 264. 
■ , Maurm^ taken, 346.; 

Smrimiik, subsidy to, 237. 

Smrtimif his assurances to America,' 120. 

SavaiuutAf taken by the English, 196. Its scige raised, 
146. 

Saumartt, Sir James, nis actioo, 207. 

S»v«ft, duchy of, made a French dopartskeat, C24- 

SavtUtt Sir Geoxge, bill in favour of RooAn CnKhoUeSr 

: 131. House destroyed by rioters, 154. 

Smakriigt^ alderman, his motion for sheet partia. 
menu, II9. 

Savr0, Mr. committed to Uie tower, 05 

Scarcity of com, 25?. 

, great, 290. A renewal of it, 899 

Setntitk tpis€opmlunu, bill in favour of, 818. 
'Secret intrigues of French, at court of Madrid. 7. 

Seeeisien of the minority in parliament. 111. 

"Utiugal^ secured to England, 33. 

Seringfpmtmm capture of, 383. 

Skerifft of London assaulted while aittnding tfte 
burninsof AVilke's Korth Briton, 44. 

Shtridmns remarks 00 India bill, 194. On fortifica- 
tions, 198. Sentiments on French principles, 207- 

Skirlgf, takes Datch forU, 184. 

SAop tax, 97. Repealed. C05. 

Hhortham New, electors disfranchised for venality, 

79. 
Sieify, attempt on it, 347. 



Remarts on the alliances with continental powers, 17 .<<||b$tc/hi«ii uooommou in American army, 110. 



Concluding ones, 394 
Rfveai of Mop lax, 205. Of compelling olanse of 

insolvent act, 16. 
Result of Amarican campaign, 110. 
Rettormtiem «f the forfeited estates in Soodaad, 104. 
Reetrmining Bilit, 392. 
•Retreat of marshal Broglio, 4. Of the Spaniards 

from Portugal, 25. Its consequences, ib. 
ReiMrn of Engli^ army frt*m the ContiQent, 254. 
Revolt of America predicted, 57. Of Peosylvania 

Line, 168. 
Revehaum Society, 221. In France, 20T. 
Researdt for ascertaining the longitude, 20. 
' Rhode- If land t tumultuous proceedings at, 83. 
Richmond, duke of, appointed minister, 59. Signs 

protest against proceedings of lords, 95. ills pun 

of fortifications I9B. 
Jtighf, arraigns the qieaaer's conduct, 114. 
iUel# at Hexham, 3. At Boston, 76. In Scotland 

against' Catholicism, 148. In London, 154. At 

Birmingham,' 214. In various parts of England, 

354. In Spafields 379- 
R^chmmteaUf general count, arrires in America with 

army from France, I6I. 
Xoehfrrdt earl of, remonstrates at Madrid, 52. 
RoeiiHgkmm, marqUis of, appointed minister, 52. 

Lamented death, 185. 
Rodney t admiral, relieves Gibraltar, 155. '^ Takes 

Spanish Convoy, ib. Defeats Don Joan de Lan- 

cara, ib. Take* St. Eustalia, 168. Defeats French 

fleet, lai. Created a peer, IBS. 
Roleia, baule of, 331. 
Romana, marquis landed in Spain, 331, 
Rome^ revolution at, 276. Annexed to Franca, 339- 

King of, created, .150. 
I^«M. general, destroys Spanish batteries, 168. Killed, 

371. 
RoMo, Mr. tried and acquitted, 917. 
^♦gf' ,onn«>t>»«, 111. Academy instit\.«ed,' 59. 

noclamation against seditious wrilinpi. 8K. Mar. 

n»fe act, «l. 



Idmouth, lord, his circular, 398. 

Siege of Quebec raised, 98. Of Gibraltar, 155. De. 
. 107. Extraordinary fatigues of garrison, I68. 

Sierrm I^onOf settlement of. 212. 

SinJtiniJuMd, 199. 

Slave merchants of Germany, 0^. 

— — trode^ petition of quskers against, 190.* Bill 
to regulate it, 203. Its aholitiuo moved, SO6. 
Evidence X)n, 212. Its gradual aboiltioa eaxriod ta 
commons. 2l6, Delayed by the lords, ib. P reese ^ 
ings in, 309. Further nepe to aboliah, 380. iik 

' abolition, 32?. 

Smith, general, his motion 00 Indian aifaira, I66. 
■ , colonel, defeats Hyder Ally, 73. 

, the publican, his connection with Rosa, 817. 

, Sir Sydney. W. his services at Toulon, 843. 

Defence of Acre, 282. Destroys Turkic squa- 
dron, 325. 

Smolemio bunt, 354. 

Smuggling, m^^ures for preventing, 51 . 

Sprntn, conferences with, 14. Prtqwse war with ; pm- 
ducUve of warm debates in cabinet, ib. Conduct 
of towards Portugal. 23. Declares war, ib. Disas- 
ters sustained by, 29. Preliminaries of pesos wiih. 
186. Convention, with 20ff. Rupture with, 8O9. 
Settled 210. Makes peace with France, 252 ;I>e- 
dares war against* Briuin, 259. Rapture with, 310 
Campaign .341. Successes in, 342. Do. 36l. 

Spaniards, their success, 84. 

Spanish ambassador recalled, 18. His manifesto en 
leaving London, ib. War declared, 19. Cause, 
335. • 

■-, America, slate of, 347 * 

Speaker of house of commons retiree, 4. GivM 
casting vote against fbitificadon bill, 199. Abbett 
gives {casting vote against lord Melville, 314. Re- 
signs office, .'U2. 

SjMeeh of Geoi^ie ITT. for piaking judges Independcal, 
3. Of his Majesty 00 closing partiameots , its r>- 
marfcable features, 4. Royal, 387^ 

^'adtMdor cH-eprs, C5C. 
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to 



to 



!Ummp, «ci. Americmn paised, 61 Repuj^^^* *• 
Si. lAteia, Island of, captnred* 26. R«atoc«a 

Fruice,S3. 
St. PitTT*. isle of. Ipven to France, 33. 
St^f of India ^BQO. 
^— of Great Britain, 111. Do. 379- 

trials, «44. . ^ „ ^ j 

iS<. KiMCM/. island ot captortd, «0. Reatorea 

France, 33. , , _* ,. « 

Stormamt, lord, his application to the 1 reocB ooort, Ue. 
Stflitt^ princess Charlotte of HecUenborgh, seleetea 

by George HI. as his qoeen, 13. 
Sttmrt, Sir John, hu rictory at Maid«,(«i3. . 
Suhaiip to Pmsiia, 3. Do. 946. Several, 888. 
SuccttMt in India, 177. . , ^ 
Sitccttivt disasters of the BntiA armr, 1«1. 
Sums granted for the support of the German coofede- 

SmI/, ootonel, a distinguianed paitUan, his soceess. 

856. 
ik^rtuort of India leave England, 73 



the elector of Hesse and the dake of Bronswick, 
for having soldiers, 97. Comncrcial with France. 
£00. Considered bv commons, ib. Of Campo 
Formio^ «65. Of Tilsit, 2«5. Of peace between 
Austria and France, 339. 

3W«; of Hastings, £03, 

Triais, state, 38£ And executions for treason. £73. 

Trinidad, capture oT £6*. 

THp/s assessment, £06. 

Tumult in London occasioned by duty on bMr, fO. 

Turity declares war against Russia, 385. 

Turkt islands, 50. 

"hucmny makes peace with France, 853. 

Twuwly, lord, recalled from Portugal, 84. 

TvtoUm, efforu of the, 339. 



year, 



£45. 



Smppiy of parliament voted, £. For the 

For service of ensuing year, l6, 313. 
SufplitSt 855. The second, estimate for the year, 

869, »i5 
Sufpreuitm of the Irish rebellion. 873. 
Surinmm, capture of, 887. Surrenders, 310. 
iSkcrrciiWfr of general Borgoyne, 183. . 

Survty of hostile operations dnring sufltension of 

treaty, 7- 
Smffuufu of habeas corpus act, 844. ^ . _^ _^ 
6k(»arr0tf, general, his command, 884. Conduct, 280. 

Dies, ib. 
Sutton, Manners, elected speaker, 382. 
Swtdtn, aifaiw of. 3.39. Charles XIII. Abends the 

throne of, ib. ElecU Bemadoite kins. 340. . 

Siotdts, efforts of the, 335. Conduct of their king. »b. 
Sviturland, hostile movements of French gainst, 

276. lu constitution changed, ib. Campaign m, 

884. Affairs of. 301. 
Symftomt of hostility with France, 308. 



U 



Union with Ireland, proposed, 879- 

thereon, ib. Completed, 889* 
Vnivortul disposition towards peace, 31 
Unsuccessfui attack on Penobscot, 141. 



Proceedings 



TaZffD^a. battle of, 341. 

irarieion, colonel, victory of, 157- HI. manaavre 

and success, 158. Defeated, 179- 
TmrregOHo, loss of, 358. FaUure of, 362. . _. ^_ 
Tuj OD cyder and perry, 39. On land reduced, 6.^. 

On shops repealed. SCV*. '^ 

Tmses, new, rejected by commons, 181. «_i.„j 

Tusing colonies, debaus and proceedings m England 

as to rights. 58. 
Tom destroyed at Boston, 84. 
r*-fr/«, his resignation, 15. ratnottom. oy. *'«jj««» 

with Pitt. 60. Remaikable card sent to him, 191. 
Test and corporation acts, £05. Their repeal op- 

7W#iiU< for recovery of the king, S05. 

Thurloi, appowted solicitor general, 74. Created a 

baxon on being made lord <*»nc«"o V*?;^ 
Tieondormga fort taken, 9«. Evacuated. 119- 
Timo^tcs, Harrison's, SO. r. a »^ ' oin 

TippZ Soik, hi. success, l65. Conduct^ 810. 
War against him, 8I9. ' His conduct in the field, 
■^ ib. Capital invested; sue. for peace; terms 
; granted ; Reflections thereon, 880. Hostile pre- 
parations, 883. Conduct and death ib. 

TitU, royal, new, 893. 

Titlss conferred by Buonaparte, 384. 

Tohmgo, surrender of, SC. taken, 8M. 

ToUrotion «r/, proposed alterauon, 348. 

To/i gotts at Blackfriars4)ndge burnt, 155. 

Toulouss, battle of, 366. i?i^»-mI 

Took, John Home, tried and acquitted, 845. Electwl 

member of parliament, &c. 894. 

Tortosa, surrender of, 351. 

Totol defeat of Spaniards at Oj™J«. ^^U*iA oaa 
ToHton, its pftrt and fleet suirender to the British, 843. 

Evacuated, ib. 
Tomor, Commitment, to, 381. 
Tomstnd, marqnU, made master of ordifc ice, 81. 

Trofalgou victory of, 317. 

rr«f«er«ii correwiondence bill, 837. 

Trmv^ort, rajah of, treat, to purchase Dnich forU, 

Trovorting of indictmenU ; bill to prevent, 398. 
Tromsure, ships detention of, 310. 
Triotjf for peace with France broken, 12. >^ Hh th« 
In«ans, 49. With the nabob of Dude, 5(\ >^ith 



Vmeeination. noticed, 300. 

Vmioneia d' Alcantara suprised by general Burgoynp, 

S4. 

> low of* '**• ^ . J J »j 

VaUetort, lord, his contrast of England and France, 

Vaugkmn, general, bums Escpns, 188. Takes St. 
Eustatia, 168. ^ . . ,. 

Vendes, La, civil war of, 853. rerminauoo. ib. 

VendouH successes. 840. .,«.«u 

VtrgoHHos, count de, confisrs with American commis- 
sioners, 188. _ ,^ . ^^^ 

Vernon, Sir Edward, sails from Madras, 148. 

Fif«-CA«J«r«//or appointed, 358. 

Vicissitndes of the campaign in 0«™*»y» *. 

Victory of Grabenstein, 88. Of lord Howe, 848. Of 
the Nile, 277. 

Vietoriet, naval, 25. 

Vienna, congress at, 368. 

Kx;'<i.bS2r«i^i*wi«.«.7o. p.b.t....4.. 

Vincent, St. taken, 858. 

Virginia, descent 00, 148. 

Visitors, royal, to England, 300. 

Vittoria, battle of, 36l. 

Vohmtary contributions, 245. . , 

ra/im/«#f companies, 141. Associations, SOS. 

Volunteers, volt of thanks to, 304. 

VoiuMteering of militia, 869. 

J'w. for tk« MlUfof FoTtnfal, 20. ... 

Votei of censure on various persons connected witn 

India, 183. ' . . . j ^ 

Vynor institute, parliamentary enquiry into eondact 

of Burgoyne, 131. 



W. 

Waleheren, expedition to, 339- Enquiry into tne 
policy and conduct of it, 344. 

Walet. princess dowager of mother to George 111. 
her death, 81. .. » 

.. . prince of, his birth, 88. His embartassmwits. 

800. Consequences, ib. Answer to Pitt, 805. 
Marriage. 858. Debto arranged, ib. Claims of Hu 
for anSars; grant to him of £60.000 for three 
years and a hfif, 303 . Refused military promotion, 
304. Made regent, 348. Retains old mlmstry, 
S53. His letter approving them, lb. Ueii»er» 
speech from throne, 359- Hi» »«"« «« the quwii, 
S6r. Addresses parliament, 378. Attacked going 
to house, 38^. Relinquishes income, 381. Speecn 

to parliament, 384. , «»-;.« 

L, princes, of. charge, against 356. Jntcs 

letter to the king; ib. To the speaker, ib. Report 
of commissioners, 356. Receives lette- rom queen, 
anmrer. her letter to hex husband, 3c .^Le"*' '*» 
the weaker, 868. Allowance voted her. lb. Leaves 
England, ib. 
FTtf/A general, his Utter, 18. .„«. -ui 

WaUaee, attorney general, recommends a truce «ui 

America. 181. ^ _ . %,^ 
, Sir James, his services, l!S2. Captured by 

D'Esuiog, 146. 
fVent of harmony in the cabinet, ?• 
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^«r, 0«imaB, d«b«tc on the upedicney of, 16. Iq- ' 
gcnioot defence of it; declated agaunt Soaio, 19. 
In Gennany proccstca against, ib. Declared by 
France and Spain against Portugal, £3. Declared 
by Spain, 141. lu India, 148. In India, SIO. With 
Tippoo Saib, S19. With Holland, 254. With 
Rnwia, 29$. Unpopularity of the, £54. With 
Holland, 305. In India, S09. Between Austria 
and France, 337. 

^mrile, colonel, noticed, 335. 

|^«/r«fir«, general, 40. Declared ille^, 44. 

^mthinttonf general, appointed to chief command of 
American army, 91. H is biography, ib. DifBculties 
attending his sicoation, ib. Establishes a war of 
pests, 104. Refuses to receive letter from roTal 
commissioners, ib. His reason for such refusal to 
congress, ib. His patriotic conduct, 107. Retteats 
to Newark, ib. His question to colonel Reed, ib. 
Continues his retreat, ib. Inrested with eztxaordi- 
nary powers, 106. Retreats to Princetown, 109. He- 
roism, ib. State of his army, 117 • Advantages of 
his position at MThitemarah. 124. His situation, 
143. His general order, 176. Resigns his govern- 
mcnt, 259* « 

I , expedition to, 371. 

ir«fT«M, Sir John Ballasse, captures French frigates, 
248. Naval victory, 275. 

WmttriM, batde of, 373. 

Watsotit colonel, reinforces lord Rawdon, Yti. 

Watt, (the state spy,) executed, 244. 

WmyM tnd mtwu, 70, 129. 8^* 

tVtM, (late secretary to treasury,} charges against 
htm, OB. 

WetktMttf, sect of, 347. 

WtUtrtn, count, delivers memorial to George III. 
114. 

Wtlletley, marquis, his preparations against Tippoo 
Saib, 283. 

, general, his sQCt«ss in India, S09. Airives 

at Corunna, 331. Gains baUles ol Holeia and 
Trineira ; sails from England : arriver at Lisbon, 
341. Takes Oporto , gains battles of Talavera, 341. 
Created viscount Wellington, ib. Forms the lines 
of Torres Vedras, 342. Quits Basaco, 340. Fails 
back to Torres Vedras, ib. Raises siege of Ba- 
dajoB, 352. 

IKr//tfif f«», raptures Ciudad Roderigo ; created by 
Cortes dukt thereof, 352. Captures Badajos, 352. 
Enters Spain, 353. Gains victory of Salamanca, 
ib. Captures Madrid, ib. Appointed generalissimo 
of Spain ; Created earl and marquis, ib. Gains battle 
of Vittoria, ^1. Enters France, ib. Crosses the 
Adour, 363. Gains battle of Toulouse, 266. Created 
marquis, duke, &e. 367. Gains battle ot Waterloo, 
373. Further grant, 375. Eaters Paris, 376. 

Wttt IndUi, operatioos io. 177> 252. Rnuth mu c m i 
in the, 258. Islands lost, 183. Atteospt 00, by 
French fleets, 317. 

Wattminster scrutiny closed, 196. Police bill passed, 

216. 
Wkymuutk, lord, his letter to Chairman of Lambeth 
* quarter sessions, 70. I 

Whittam^ Messenger, city proceedings against him« 

79. 
Wkitu, colonel John, Vemaikable exploits of, 146. 

WAittkill, president suspendeu, 177. 
WAiniocH. general, cashiered, 326. ' 

frHk0i, John, his North Briton, ib. No. 45 of It, ib. 
Conwitied to the tower, 40. - Brought up to Weat- 



minster ball b^ Habeas Corpus, 40. Ifb qieceii to 
the judges ; discharged from custody, 41. ReCwras 
thanks to the court, ib. Dismissed finoen commaDd of 
militia 41. His North Briton ordered by comuaos 
to be burnt by oommoo hangman, 4S Wounded ia a 
duel with Mr. Martm, 44. Avoids bouse of ooa- 
mons, 44. Goes to Franoe. &cpcUcd the bovae, 
45. His essay on women ; condemned ; outlawed . 
Ib. Starts as candidate for Loodoo ; elected w/tabtr 
for Middlesex, 66. A ddresses court of king's hesch. 
66. Disturbances on his account, 66. Imprisoned 
and fined 500/, 67. Petitions house of comm»as, 
69. Appeals on a writ of error to lords, ib. Molatt 
debates respecting him, 70. Motion for ezpelHng 
him house of commons, 71. Expelled and re^kctcjl 
for Middlesex, 72. Subscriptions raised for him , 
elected for Middlesex a third time, 77, N«t auf- 
fered to take his seat, ib. Discharged from prisOB. 
ib. Chosen alderman,- sheriff, lord meyor, and 
chamberiain, ib Re^cbosen twice more for Middle- 
sex ; obtains the expunging of proceedings of com- 
mons from journal subsequent to dedension of popu- 
larity, ib. ■ Dischaiges Wheble the printer, 79- 
Ordered to appear at bar of house of comnons ; Us 
letter to q)eakei ; declining to obey, ib. 

Witlimm Htnrp, prince, third son of George III. 
created duke of Clarence, 52. 

Winiaw, new doty 00, I94. 

Winttr, admiral de, defeated, 26*. 

Wirttmtmrg, prince of, his marriage, 266. 



Xmvitr, prince of Saxony, 22. 



Ymrmeutkt lord, arrives from capUvity in France. Sfil. 
Communicates message from Talleyrand, ib. 

Yaamtmrw, force of Ireland, 270. 

Vark, duke of, added to privy council on acceasioa of 
George III., 1. 

, duke of, second son of George III.; bis mar. 

riage, 215. Allowance .granted him thereon, 216. 
His campaign, 239- Returns to England, £50^ 
Appoinieo ueld marshal and commander-m^ief- 
254. Lands in Holland, 2«6. Campaign, ib. Ne- 
gotiates and reaches England, 287* Charges pxv- 
rerred against him, 335. Resigns oMce, ib. Rc> 
stored as commander-in«hief. 349. His conmunv 
cation to lords Grev, iie. 

York, Arv, act passed to restrain its assemblies, 64. 
Preparations against, 100. Do. for iu defence, 
103. Takes, loO. 

Yorkgf Charles, accepts the great seal ; elevated lo 
peerage ; sudden death, 74. 

, Sir Joseph, presents memorial to states 
ral, 114. 

, Archbishop of, his political language, 127. 



Ytrrck, d', visits England. S67. 



Zmddms A«, noticed, AS. Arms agamt EagiaBd, iS. 
Zmtuwtmmt admiral, noticed, 178. 



;SFF ?■ 3 191' 



